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NATURAL INFECTION OF PHLEBOTOMUS
CHINENSIS WITH FLAGELLATES
MORPHOLOGICALLY INDISTINGUISHABLE FROM
THOSE OF LEISHMANIA DONOVANI
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(Summary and Conclusion)

A total number of 769 sandflies were collected from the houses
of kala-azar patients in Wang Shih Koo Chuang (£ F & %),
Tsing-kiang-pu (35 ;T §§), North Kiangsu, between June 6th and
July 16th 1985. Among them 421 female Phlebotomus chinensis
were dissected with the finding in the midguts of seven flies of
flagellates which are morphologically indistinguishable from those of
Leishmania donovani. O-shaped bodies were found in the guts of
26 Phlebotomus chinensis captured in the kala-azar infected houses.

Phlebotomus chinensis has now been found by us to be both
naturally and artificially infected with flagellates of Leishmania
donovani, just as Phlebotomus argentipes has been so found by
workers in India. In view of the fact that Phiebotomus chinensis
is widely distributed in the kala-azar districts in North China, as
noted by Patton and Hindle, and of our present finding of its natural
and artificial infection with flagellates of Leishmanig donovani, we
have good reasons to believe that this species of sandfly is the vector
of kala-azar in China.
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