“Imagine a world in which
every single person on the
planet is given free access to
the sum of all human
knowledge. That's what we're
doing.”

-Wikipedia Vision Statement
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Wikipedia is an encyclopedia

Wikipedia combines many features of general and specialized
encyclopedias, almanacs, and gazetteers. Wikipedia is not a
soapbox, an advertising platform, a vanity press, an experiment
in anarchy or democracy, an indiscriminate collection of
information, or a web directory. It is not a dictionary, a
newspaper, or a collection of source documents, although
some of its fellow Wikimedia projects are.

Wikipedia is written from a neutral point of view

We strive for articles in an impartial tone that document and
explain major points of view, giving due weight for their
prominence. We avoid advocacy, and we characterize
information and issues rather than debate them. In some areas
there may be just one well-recognized point of view; in others,
we describe multiple points of view, presenting each
accurately and in context rather than as "the truth" or "the best
view".

All articles must strive for verifiable accuracy, citing reliable,
authoritative  sources, especially when the topic is
controversial or is about a living person. Editors' personal
experiences, interpretations, or opinions do not belong on
Wikipedia.

Wikipedia is free content that anyone can use, edit, and
distribute

Since all editors freely license their work to the public, no
editor owns an article and any contributions can and may be
mercilessly edited and redistributed. Respect copyright laws,
and never plagiarize from any sources. Borrowing non-free
media is sometimes allowed as fair use, but strive to find free
alternatives first.



Wikipedia:
WHAT WIKIPEDIA IS NOT

Content;

Wikipedia is not a dictionary

Wikipedia is not a publisher of original thought

Wikipedia is not a soapbox or means of promotion

Wikipedia is not a mirror or a repository of links, images, or
media files

Wikipedia is not a blog, web hosting service, social networking
service, or memorial site

Wikipedia is not a directory

Wikipedia is not a manual, guidebook, textbook, or scientific
journal

Wikipedia is not a crystal ball

Wikipedia is not a newspaper

Wikipedia is not an indiscriminate collection of information
Wikipedia is not censored

Community

Wikipedia is not an anarchy or forum for free speech
Wikipedia is not a democracy

Wikipedia is not a bureaucracy

Wikipedia is not a laboratory

Wikipedia is not a battleground

Wikipedia is not compulsory

Wikipedia's editors should treat each other with respect
and civility

Respect your fellow Wikipedians, even when you disagree.
Apply Wikipedia etiquette, and do not engage in personal
attacks. Seek consensus, avoid edit wars, and never
disrupt Wikipedia to illustrate a point. Act in good faith,
and assume good faith on the part of others. Be open and
welcoming to newcomers. Should conflicts arise, discuss
them calmly on the appropriate talk pages, follow dispute
resolution procedures, and consider that there are
6,230,149 other articles on the English Wikipedia to
improve and discuss.

Wikipedia has no firm rules

Wikipedia has policies and guidelines, but they are not
carved in stone; their content and interpretation can
evolve over time. The principles and spirit matter more
than literal wording, and sometimes improving Wikipedia
requires making exceptions. Be bold, but not reckless, in
updating articles. And do not agonize over making
mistakes: (almost) every past version of a page is saved,
so mistakes can be easily corrected.



Wikipedia:
CORE CONTENT POLICIES

Neutral point of view

Achieving what the Wikipedia community understands as neutrality means
carefully and critically analyzing a variety of reliable sources and then
attempting to convey to the reader the information contained in them fairly,
proportionately, and as far as possible without editorial bias. As such, the
neutral point of view does not mean exclusion of certain points of view, but
including all verifiable points of view which have sufficient due weight.
Observe the following principles to achieve the level of neutrality that is
appropriate for an encyclopedia:

Avoid stating opinions as facts.

Usually, articles will contain information about the significant opinions
that have been expressed about their subjects. However, these
opinions should not be stated in Wikipedia's voice. Rather, they
should be attributed in the text to particular sources, or where
justified, described as widespread views, etc.

Avoid stating seriously contested assertions as facts.

If different reliable sources make conflicting assertions about a
matter, treat these assertions as opinions rather than facts, and do not
present them as direct statements.

Avoid stating facts as opinions.

Uncontested and uncontroversial factual assertions made by reliable
sources should normallr be directly stated in Wikipedia's voice.
Unless a topic specifically deals with a disagreement over otherwise
uncontested information, there is no need for specific attribution for
the assertion, although it is helpful to add a reference link to the
source in support of verifiability. Further, the passage should not be
worded in any way that makes it appear to be contested.

Prefer nonjudgmental language.

A neutral point of view neither sympathizes with nor disparages its
subject (or what reliable sources say about the subject), although this
must sometimes be balanced against clarity. Present opinions and
conflicting findings in a disinterested tone. Do not editorialize. When
editorial bias towards one particular point of view can be detected
the article needs to be fixed.

Verifiability

In  Wikipedia, verifiability means other people using the
encyclopedia can check that the information comes from a
reliable source.

All content must be verifiable. The burden to demonstrate
verifiability lies with the editor who adds or restores material, and it
is satisfied by providing an inline citation to a reliable source that
directly supports the contribution.

Attribute all quotations, and any material whose verifiability is
challenged or likely to be challenged, to a reliable, published source
using an inline citation. The cited source must clearly support the
material as presented in the article. Cite the source clearly, ideally
giving page number(s) — though sometimes a section, chapter, or
other division may be appropriate instead; see Wikipedia:Citing
sources for details of how to do this.

#i”  No Original Research

Wikipedia articles must not contain original research. The phrase
"original research" (OR) is used on Wikipedia to refer to material—
such as facts, allegations, and ideas—for which no reliable,
published sources exist. This includes any analysis or synthesis of
published material that serves to reach or imply a conclusion not
stated by the sources. To demonstrate that you are not adding OR,
you must be able to cite reliable, published sources that are directly
related to the topic of the article, and directly support the material
being presented.






