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“Non-Hindi Areas of
Bihar

West Bengal's Claim.

Dr. Rajendra Prasad’s Speech at Patna.

Dec. 20—Speaking at the local Hindi
. Sahitya Sammelan on the occasion of
" opening the libraries for the children’s
and the women’s section this evening
Dr. Rajendra Prasad snubbed Bihar
Hindi Sahitya Sammelan in not propa-
- gating’Hindi in Singbhum and Dhal-
bhum areas, which has resulted in West
Bengal’s claiming these areas.

He said : “It is because of the
negligence and inactivity of Bihar
Provincial Hindi Sahitya Sammelan that
Singbhum and Dhalbhum are being
claimed by West Bengal for their being
non-Hindi speaking areas.”

Continuing he observed there were
vast tracts in Bihar where Hindi was
not widely spoken and it is the bounden
duty of Hindi Sahitya Sammelan to
~ advance the cause of the Hindilanguage
“ in these areas. In this connection he
emphasised the need of propagating
Hindi in Singbhum, Dhalbhum and such
other areas so that these tracts might
be claimed as absolutely Hindi speaking
areas and thus the danger to territorial
integrity of Bihar might be averted.

*  He further said there were about 50

lakhs of aborigines in Chotanagpur and

Santhal Parganas who.can not speak or

understand Hindi. The Sammelan must

take the responsibility —of spreading

Jindi, the national language of India
o them,” »
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