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There was no fighter support on this mission. Only two (2) aireraft
reported fighter opposition. Number 435 was attacked once by a P-47
during the Group assembly over Tulsa, Oklehoma, at 0858 CWT. Only one
pess was made., Number 441 was attacked by two (2) P-47's coming in line
astern and making only one pass. This took place in the vicinity of Tulsa,
Cklahoma, at about 0900 CWT.

Weather encountered on the way out was CAVU until the Gulf coast was
passed and the climb to 20,000 feet began. AtV that altitude, layers of
cirrus stratus were encountered at sbout 8/10,and at 30,000 feet layers of
cirrus obscured visibility greatly within the formetion. An undercast at
about 17,000 feet and layers of cirrus extending from 25,000 feet to above
30,000 feet made visuval reference to the target impossible., Weather over
the target was worse than briefed.

Air-to-air gunnery was accomplished off the northern coast of Cuba,
when the formation made a complete circle hefore heading in toward the IP.

Three (3) aireraft landed away from their home base. Number 218 landed
at 1801 CWT at Maxwell Field, Alabama. Number 675 landed et Little Roeck,
Arkansas, at 2015 CWT because #1 prop governor went out, and difficulty in
transferring fuel. Number 219 landed at Tinker Field, Oklahoma City,
Oklahoma, at 2140 CWT because of a shortege of fuel, and after reservicing
there returned to WAAF at 0110 CWT. The remaining ten (10) airecraft
landed at WAAF from 2227 to 2310 CWT.

Discussion of the mission at the eritique which followed brought out
many of the problems connected with formation flying at high altitudes,
and the need for more practice in overcoming them. |
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RESTRICTED

GROUP OR WING

MISSION NO.

LOSS & DAMAGE ST, -
13 Cet

NUMBER

PILOT

12, CESUALTIES

Ce~-PILOT

BOMB. I NAV.

w. PERISVENREL
- ——————— -

FL. ENG.

RADAR

RADIO

R. S.G.

—

e ——

L. G.

R. G.

*

T.

G.

OTHER

PARTICI~

PATING - |

MISSING

KILLED |

BADLY
WOUNPED

=

SLIGHTLY
WOUNDED

TOTAL

COMMENTS

lNone

13. A/C LOST: (A/C No., place, time, description, bale-outs, probable cause; verification, if any - comments)

None

(A/C No., place and time last seen or heard from, and any relative comment)

4. A/C MISSING:

I5. TOTAL A/C FAILING TO RETURN: (By squadron)

None

6. DAMAGE To A/C: (Give Sq. No., A/C No.; by what damaged; when; where and extent of damage)

A/C #689. Top turret cover blew off and demaged #2 propellor
necessitating
C5~2184, AF
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RESTRICTED

GROUP OR WING - M B
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10
~IMISSION NO.
10-15-44 BOMBING DATA - Gl
: DATE OF MISSION
10-15-44
3. BOMB DATA (NO. & TYPE BY A/C)
_BowB Lm:n I €5 : BOMB LOAD 1.B. NO. BOMBS DROPPED XO- | No.
FUSE SIZE FUSE TARGET BOMBS BOMBS
SIZ_E___,__ NOSE l__TjIL 3 i | NosE BETT ¥ ok %2 JETTISONED| BR:AL;:GKHT
T 1
668 | 882 4 500# M1O1AE | | 4 P 0 0
221 | 882 4 " T 4 P 0 0
700 | 882 4 " " 1 4 P Bl 0
687 882 4 " " £ . 10 i 44 O
694 881 4 " " , 4 L B 0 0
643 881 4 " " ; 4 P 0 0
692 | 881 4 " " | 4 P 0.4 | O :
680 881 4 " " 4 P 0 0
219 881 4 " " 4 P 0 0
689 881 4 " " 4 = 4 0
435 881 4 " " 0 - 0.l 4
218 | 883 4 " " , 0 P Brd O
675 883% 4 "o " | 4 p 0 0
441 883 4 " " 0 - 4 0

e = | w bl |- W | < T =] -

COMMENTS i

13 Bombs jettisoned due to engine failure, just before reaching target.
4 bombs returned because of R-S2 selector fuze being burned out.

C5=2184 ,AF
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10
BOMB IMPACT DATA

(PREPARED BY GROUP PI AND GROUP BOMBARDI|ER) DATE OF MISSION

MISSION NO.

(One sheet for each target. |f more space needed for item 5I,
use additional blank sheet of paper and number it Page |6A)

4. DESCRIPTION, DIMENSIONS, & AREA (INSQ. FT. OF TARGET)

=—

White cross on island Ceyo Traviesa, Cuba
600 X 600!

8. A ENTE8 PoiIwmT & DESCRIPT I ON

Center of Cross

50. BOMB PLOT (COMPILED FROM ROMBING DATA & PHOTOS)

3000" 2000" 1000 0 | 1000" 2000" 3000"
2000'; . | 2
ko SPOR [POSSIBLE DUE|TQ 10/10 UNDMHCAST |

0 0
1000’ - |
2000 2
3000_' 0 1000 2000 3000?

5/ SUMMARY OF BOMB DAMAGE

C5-2184, AF
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-CONFIDENTIAL -

62, BOMBER COMMAND NAVIGATOR'S REPORT

l, Take-off at 1230Z from WAAF to 30 OON 88 42 W to IP (21 54 N
82 36 W)e The coast of Cuba wes reached before the proper altitude
was obtained and a circle back into the Gulf was necessary. This was
due to the wind being much lighter than briefed. From the IP to the
target (Cayo Traviesa) radar was used because of 10/10 cloud cover over
the target. Bombs were dropped at 20041Z.

2« Route back was from target to Leesburg, Florida, to Dothen,
Mississippl and by individual aircraft from there to WAAF,

S Difficulties in navigation were encountered by the navigators
in the target area, First, the navigator arrived at the coast of Cuba
too early. Secondly, the leaders of the formation had to change at the
last minute due to radar malfunctions in the lead aircraft,
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o4, BOMBER COMMAND WEATHER OFFICER'S REPORT

l. No weather officer accompanied this mission and the Group

Weather Officer had some difficulty determining what the actual wea-
ther conditions were,

2. Head winds had been forecast and probebly were considerably

weaker than expected as aircraft arrived at target before they had
gained altitude.

5o It is difficult to determine whether middle layer cloud as
forecast at briefing was incorrect or whether incomplete reports on
the mission were made, However, this did not affect the mission as

10/10 high clouds were forecast at 25,000 feet and 10/10 clouds were
found et this altitude over the target.
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