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Interview with SASAKI, Katsumi, Lt, Col,y attached to the Public Relations Section of
the Board of Informatiom,

SUBJECTs Control of korale in Jaupam,
1330 = 1600, Decenber 22, 1945
Feiji Pullding

Capt, ‘in, Hagistrettl

None

Sasaki became an artillery Secemd Lt. in Octeber, 1925, In December of the following
vear attended Artillery and Engineerimg School, graduating in December two years later, %o
co to Utsunomiya Rental as a first lioutemant, Im 1933 ke attended #ar College as a first
Ite, greduating three years later as a Captain and returning to the same regiment, The
following year he became an imstructor at Japan's West Point, Two years later, as a Fajor,
ke went to the Heimu Ryoku of the irmy kinistry, the Heibi Ka, im & job comnected with
comseription, In Arril 1541 he proceeded to the Soviet Union, where ke was & resident
atudent studying Soviet Ceneral Mobilization, IHe had studied Russian feom Freparatory School
on, In august of the following year he became assistant attabhe and a It, Col. In July
1942 he retwrmed to Japar to become a mesber of the Public Relations Section of Imperial B4,
From this time wntil August 1943 he did nothing much dut study, subsegquently becoming officer
in charge of newspapers until September 1944, Then he became & member of the Fublic Relation
Section of the Board of Informatiom,

¥ » Capt. Magisiretti, 5 = Sasaki

Where was the highest propaganda policy determined?
over=

5 » The highest BE all policy during the war was decided in the Immer Cabinet (Semso Saike

Shido Xalgi)e These policies were them refarred to the Cabinet and then te the Board
of Information, However, in actuality, most of the policies were declded on tke lower
levels, For instance, with referemce to the first bombing of Tokyo, there was quite =2
preblem as to how it should be handled and how to avert anti-war feeling., ¥e could not
wait for the Immer Cabinet to take action, and so the Deliberative Chamber of the Board
of Information set up & policy which was referred to the Cabinet and then acted wupon,

Where were the smaller matters of policy decided?

They were decidod by the Deliberative Chamber of the Noard of Information, which put the
into acticn, An example 4f this is the policy to stimulate the production of potatees,

# « Can you give me an example of policy laid down by the Immer Cablnet?

3

- The Inner Cabinet set up the "Nihon Semsec Shido no Yoryw™ (Essemtials for Leading the
War in Jawsn). There was a section in this concerning propaganda, but it was a very
abstract section. For instance, to greatly increase the animosity toward the enemy and
to decreease feelings hating war, In sctuality, there was nmo person in the Imner Cabinet
competent to handle propoganda matters and so they did not feel that they wers very
ROCOBBAYY o |




¥ » What about decisions in the Cabinet?
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The government assumed responsibllity for public opinion leadership, They nandled such

problems as the food problem, inflation, ete,
arding military operations?

what abeut relicy rog

¢ « They were usually handled in the Usliberative Chapber of the Peard of Information,
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¢ Army and N rubklic Nelations officers were reyresented, The cpinfons of ihe
?r?(:ﬁzf of Staffl :g Naval Cperations were ro;n‘mfoé in I.he Delihr?tiw Chmﬁb;r
of the Roard of Information through the Army and Havy fublic elatlons OF f’imt:. GQle
Pablie Felations Office would take & proposal of the L}egiboz:&tiw Ehmbar to t f: |
or the Ge3 and would have him make corrections in it, The Tublle s.t.l-&tims Of ficer X
would deeide the smaller matters kimgelf, 1 had greal @mum for the faatnn:s o "
imericen propaganda., The peopls nated Japanese Imperial IQ vropaganda because 11. ::s; B0
late, American news had a great advantage because it would reach the neutrals fas - ’
wmd in some instances, reach Japen faster, For instance; in theacaae of the ailr ri; de,
Gy and the mewspapers could do nothing for two days while decisions were being made
in kigher quarters, In the staff, matters of propegenda were usually riven m;;.er
sensideration, eince the mailers of actual military operations wers moTe PresSsilife

;i « Csn you tell me about the propagands set up in Imperial HJ?

5 = The planning wee dome Wy Maj. liem srise, who was in charge of the Second Sectlon, and

ha ¥ % Jons O7ficer of Imperial
1 ecarrving out of policy was doms by the Publie "elatioms CI !
g:f, a%:f?allom Jéimrm will skhow kow the Fuklic Relatlons Offlce wme at a dige

advantages

CHIFF OF STAFY

CHIEF COF OFERATIORS CRINF OF TNTELLIGERGE CEIEF (F LOGISTIX
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Whereas In actuslity the Public lelatione Cfficewas under the Chief of Staff, ke was ob

2 lower level than the three sections shown above, He could mot take actiom himself,

but constently had to refer kis materials to the Chief of Operations, The Chief of
Operztions would frequently bold up approval for a day or more, for Instence, in the caue
of the first Doolittle raid of April 8th, there was a considerable amount of uproar as a
result, However, the newspapers could take mo actiom ie regard to it wmtil Imperial HQ
had made an symowncement. It should be noted that regulations were suck that newspaper:s
and cther public organe could only publisk to the axtent of Imperial Iy announcemenis,
For imstance, if Imperial Hy said that mesy incendisry bowbs were dropped om Tokye that
ig all the newspapers could say, They could not say that incendlary bombs had been dropre
and a large munber of houses had been buwmed, They were stricily limited tc the extent
of the Imperizl HQ amncuncement, Because of this and the lateness of Imperlal Hy
anpouncementis, thdre was much confusion of public opinien amd public feeling after the
ralde, Por instance, the first Yawata raid wasn't had ae flar as ectusl damage wemt,

—_— e —— . ———— o~ ——— ———




cagakl Interview

er
o Ill...
i

b,
e

B

5 51

s

. of
h..l'
¥t

b = -

but Imperial By announcement wag rather lste ant 80 the muor spread that the whele

- Imew that the Yawata plant was the
- . e a terrific effect
on JGpanese eCONOmy. A8 & result of this, the regulation came inte effect thet loscal
snnouncements could be made for vurposes of local peace preservation,

Cap you glve w8 an example in whick the ubliec Relations Ufflcer would refer a matier 1o
ths Chief of Cperationsy

He would ask him how %o hendle matters concerming military operations, as, for {nstance,
how to treat the imerican landing at Leyle.

That shout matiters raforred to the Chiel of Intelligence?

vatters suck as the alr raide, which might concern intelligence of bemefil tO the anewy
would be referred to khim,

I enly remember two instanoes whick were referred to the Chief of ctaff, These concernad
ittu and Seipen, On May 12 the 0.8, forces landed at ittu and the Japanece Government
zot its last wire from the officer in charge on kay 29, so the questlon came up ag to
what annowncement to make 'O the Jap:nese psople, and when the official ending of the war
wes., For instance, we know thet fighting still continusd after that date, because of
imerlcan broadcasts to that affect, This was also the case at “alpan,.

what about the problem of Prisoners of “ari

5o took the policy of mot touching om them at 211, since the Japanese fanilies would have

felt very much disgraced 17 4t became ¥mown that thelr soms or buehands were prisoners of
WART

Jhat about frietion betweon the Army and the Ravy Pablic felations Section?

in the earlier stages of war there was No particular frietion, since the  rmy and Navy
operations were separuted, For instance, Midway was a wavel operation and the operationt
{w China and Java were Wy Cperations, Dowaver, at about the time of the volomons
vattle there came te be combined operations, with the vesult that the objectives of hoth

services did not meet eye=ta=eye. For imstance, thers were AIrmy planes wnder Havy
sontrol, elc,

ihat sbout control of the press and public opiniont

Under the 27th Section of the Newspaper Law the iypy snd Havy and Forelgm iinister have
tke right to prohibil or 14mit the printing of mallers relative to military and diplomat
natters., However, the major part of these controls were exercised by the rome Vinisiry-
only military matters were covered by this., At the time of the China Incident in July
1997 an Army Hinlstry Oprder was issued te the effect that the newspepers were not o
print matlers comcerning activitiss of the silitary, military secrels or nilitary plans,
However, those recelving prior approval of ithe Army ¥inistry or the Navy Winistry could
be printed in the newspapars. in order to handle this, am ANy censorship officer wae
get up in Tmperial Hy and nagced upon saterial regarding military activitissa,




Saseki Interview:
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In the event that the Lrmy did not want a certain matter printed, they normally would
appreach the Home Ministry with this request and if the Home Minlsiry agreed they would
orohibit the publishing of the item, in example of this was an order of last year in
which the locality of factories was no longer 1o be published, but just numbers assigned
as in the case of the Soviet Union, Another example was the Army request that the Home

Ministry 1ift its limitation on the mumber of homes damaged as a result of the air ralds,
as these facts were already pretty well known,

What sbout the Military Police?

The Militery Pelice had Jurisdlction over the preservation of military secretis, In this
case, censorship by Military Police was also necesgssary. Mod of the newspapermen were
punished under the irmy Minlstry order, or they were referred to the Police /iffairs
Nureau of the Home Ministry or the Board of Informationm, with the request that they be
punished, They could cause the newspapers to suspend publication feor a couple of days
or prohibit their reporters access to press conferences, so that this was quite a threai
over large newspapers, 1heé large newspapers could use Domel ecoverage, but they hated to
do this. There were a few instances in which newspapermen just came in and apologized
and this was rather galling for them as high-class newspapermen, We had quite a few
incidents, but the great majority of them were unwitting errors due to the pressure of
publishing against & deadllne, Sometimes there was voluntary establishment of &

publishing deadline at the request of the newspapermen themselves because there was only
one evening newspaper end several morning paperse

Can you give me a summery of changes in Japanese public opinion during the war, beginning
just prior to the war?

Prior to the war the people were in a deep fog, llke the monsoon period in Japan, With
the coming of war everything cleared up and they said: "Well, let's get on with it¥,
During the summer of 1942 everybody was optimistic and we had to warn the people not to
become drunk with thelr successes, About the time of Guadalecanal we emphasized that the
people should not forget the effects of the great earthquake in 1923 in erder to quell
this optimism of the people. In October, with the Guadalcanal and Solomon news, people
began to get uneasy. Tojo told the peoprle that everything was all right in the Diet,

In February of 1943 people8s unrest got deeper with the announcement of our withdrawal
from Guadalcanal, The people wanted to know why they had begun to get defeated, Ve then
emphasized the necessity for making more plames. In kay of 1943 came the defeat at Attu
anéd a great shock to the Japanese people, The result was that they felt that they shoul:
et revenge, but with Kwajaleln defeatism began to come about, TFeople felt that they
couldn't work and also somewhat of a feeling of giving up, Toward the end of 1944 people
began to hate war and at the beginning of 1945 we began to emphagize the battle of the
homeland and began to give them various reasons why we could hold out there, Then, in
the spring of this year the terrible alr raids began, There was also the defeats at Iwe,
Saipan and in Purma, These were not such a great shoek to the Japanese people, but the
bombinz was, People were very upset over the ralds. There were great problems with
regard to public opinion., People were talking first about the air ralds and second about
food, They did mot talk about angbhing else, They even forgot their love life,




Jagakl Interview

i e Hould you write me a report with reference io the effect of the bombing orn public
epinion and the measures you took against 1t7

S » Yas, I will, When shall I bring it to you,

% = Let us have another meeting at 1400 on the aftermcom of the 2b6th,
What was Japan's greatest strengthl

I thinmk botk our greatest strength and greatest weaknese was that thepeople no
knowledge of the outer world, They simply followed along llke sheep, listening: to what
their leaders told them., In this respect, they were something like the foviets, They
were an extremely gocd people to have, Those who knew anything were comstrained by the
Military Police,
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¥r, Saseki then stated that he wanted to tell me off the record that the biggest problen
the Japanese had during the war was the arousing of animosity toward America in the hearis
of the Japanese people, Iy large the Japanese people had always respected imerica and
imerican culture since the opeming of the coumiry, Therefore, it was most difficult to arcuce
any animosity XB at all at the cpening of the war, He cited the way in which Americans wers
so opemly and warmeheartedly groeted upon occupylng Japan a&s an instance of lack of animosity
en the paert of the people during the war,

Mr, Sasak} seemed to talk very openly and very freely. He peemed to be fairly well
versed in the public opinion structure of Japan, he gave the impression of being somewhat
cocentric and this may bave been the reason why he was nol veed in a position of considerable
importance upon his return frem the Foviet Union, Hie post in the Soviet Union would modmally
AEiF lead to a position of some importamce in the Gemersl Staff upon his return to Japan,




