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INTRODUCTION

Wise with the lore of centuries,

What tales if there * be tongues in trees,”
Those giant oaks could tell,

Of beings born and buried here;

Tales of the peasant and the peer,

Tales of the bridal and the bier,

The welcome and farewell,

Since on their boughs the startled bird
First, in her twilight slumbers, heard
The Norman’s curfew bell!?

“They are haunted with the recollections
of great spirits who have sought for relax-
ation here from the tumult of arms, or the
toils of state, or who have wooed the muse
beneath their shade.” ?

No small portion of the history of our own
country could.be told by its trees if they
could speak. The silent Indian made his
attack from the cover of the forest, and, if
successful, often bound his victim to a tree
for torture. When Braddock marched his
command through the wilderness in solid
formation, he would have lost every man
but for the timely assistance of Washington
who was familiar with the possibilities of
trees as defenses, and who fought the Indians
in their own method. Trees proved most

1 Fitz-Greene Halleck, * Alnwick Castle.”
2 Irving, “Bracebridge Hall,” ‘“ Forest Trees.”

Cxiv]






INTRODUCTION

some monster-elm or other, vegetating green
but inglorious, in some remote New England
village, which only wants a sacred singer
to make it celebrated.” Trees of this type
have contributed to the inspiration of more
than one successful career. Some of them,
long after the lapse of three-score-years-
and-ten, have clustered about themselves
the fame of the man or woman who loved
them, and have thereby acquired a local
distinction of no unworthy proportions.
But others there are whose place in his-
tory will never be known. Events un-
recorded took place beneath their boughs;
in their rings of yearly growth nature has
hidden the knowledge of great climatic
changes and the ravages of wind and fire,
written In a language with which we are
but slightly familiar. The towering elm of
Pittsfield, the two beautiful elms of Spring-
field and many others, irresistible in their
time, have passed away; but their fame
is secure, for they have been rendered im-
mortal by many authors. The value of
each lay not so much in its connection with

[xvi]






INTRODUCTION

Massachusetts, on account of the fact
that it is one of the oldest states in the
Union, and because of the unusual number
of places of historical interest which it con-
tains, offers remarkably good territory from
which to select famous trees. The “Bay
State,” moreover, lies in the center of that
section of the country which seems to be
especially loved by and devoted to the
Ulmus Americana (American Elm). No less
than twenty splendid examples of this species
are here cherished on account of the deeds
they commemorate; some of these have
spent their entire life on the spot where
nature first placed them;? but the majority
of the celebrated elms were dug from the
fields when mere seedlings and transplanted
to new situations along the main streets and
highways, or in front of dwelling houses
that have long since found a place in the
Nation’s history. The white oak (quercus
alba) is second in importance to the elm,
while the third place is about equally divided

2 For example, the Great EIm mentioned in Chap. 1, and
the Washington Elm mentioned in Chap. 2 are said to have
been remnants of the original forest.
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INTRODUCTION

gleaned from town and county histories,
selectmens’ reports, newspapers, and many
other sources, and reproduced without any
attempt at exaggeration. The arrangement
of chapters, with exception of the last, is
based on geographical situation, with Boston
as a starting point.

For a clear understanding of the measure-
ments, which are given for each historic
tree and for the majority of the others, the
following points may be noted: — Circum-
ferences are taken at breast height, or four
and a half feet from the ground, unless other-
wise stated. (Some authorities favor five
feet, and others give circumferences at vary-
ing points on the trunk.) Heights are meas-
ured from the ground to the end of the
topmost branch, with a hypsometer; and
spread signifies the greatest extent of the
branches, measured in a straight line out-
ward from the trunk on both sides.

All photographs were taken by the author
with a 3A Brownie camera. Trees which
show no leaves were photographed in winter
or early spring.

Cxx]












THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

These words were spoken by a Bostonian
at the annual meeting of the American Park
and Outdoor Art Association at Detroit, in
June, 1899.! He was speaking from the
standpoint of the Common as a city park,
the first of its kind in the country; he con-
veyed to his hearers the thought that “the
trees of the Boston Common are historic
trees, because the Common itself is historic.”

The earliest record of famous trees within
the bounds of the Common is Bonner’s map
of 1722, which gives the location of the Great
Elm (picturing it as of unusual size) and of a
group of elms at the corner of what are now
Washington and Essex streets. One of these
was the famous Liberty Tree. The scene
has been a constantly changing one through
the years that have followed since this early
map of Boston was made, for practically every
tree now standing on the “peninsula” was
placed there by the hand of man. The
Liberty Tree was destroyed by the British
in 1775, while the Great Elm, the true native
and king of the Common, survived until

! Edward A. Parker

L21
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

WAS NEARLY DESTROYED BY A STORM
IN 1832. PROTECTED BY AN IRON
ENCLOSURE IN 1854.
J. V. C. Smrta, Mayor.

THE OLD ELM

DESTROYED BY A
GALE FEB. 15, 1876

THIS ELM
PLANTED A.D. 1876

In the wall of a building at the southeast
corner of Essex street at its junction with
Washington street there was inserted some
years ago by Mr. David Sears a handsome
freestone bas-relief representing the Liberty
Tree. This memorial 1s placed directly over
the spot where the original tree stood, and
an Inscription Informs the reader that it

commemorates
LIBERTY 1776
LAW AND ORDER
SONS OF LIBERTY 1766
INDEPENDENCE OF THEIR COUNTRY 1776

These memorials mark the passing of the
trees of individual fame on Boston Common.
The records show that Liberty Tree pro-
duced fourteen cords of wood, while the
Great Elm was so large that one of its huge
Iimbs, blown off in 1860, showed one hun-

Cal












THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

scientifically examined by Dr. A. A. Gould
and their species ascertained; and upon
some of the best specimens labels were
fastened indicating the popular and scientific
names. A list of other trees which should
be procured was also submitted, and with
it definite information as to where they could
be obtained. This program has been con-
sistently carried out, seemingly in the spirit
of the words of the orator who, addressing
a large audience under the branches of the
Great Elm a half century ago, cried out,
“We will elect only the men for city coun-
cillors who will guard every tree on these
grounds!”’t

Several new paths, or malls, have been
laid out during recent years. The usual
practice has been for the mayor of the city
to plant the first tree. Liberty Mall is the
most recent undertaken and extends, ap-
proximately, from the Shaw Memorial on
Beacon street near the State House to Trem-
ont street near the subway entrance. The
point of intersection of these two malls has

! Rev. L. B. Bates.

L8l
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

the American army on foot or on horseback
it is certain that he did it with dignity,
under the elm which bears his name; and
our hearts beat faster as we contemplate
the wonderful picture.

More than a hundred and forty years
have come and gone since that important
and Imposing event took place, and the
Washington Elm still stands! It 1s with
profound sorrow that we find ourselves con-
fronted with the knowledge that it is now
but a shadow of its former self. It has
become the victim, like many another tree
of its kind, of the leopard moth and the
elm-leaf beetle. Every effort has been made
to save it, but it is not expected to last
for more than another decade.

The Harvard Book describes this tree as
belonging to the forest which originally
covered the locality in which it stands,
and gives its dimensions as nearly 100 feet
in height, over 18 feet in trunk circum-
ference and 9o feet in the spread of its
branches. The measurements for height and
spread have been greatly reduced as a result

C14]












THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

and in settling a town, commenced an em-
pire!”* In like manner, any person whether
Mayflower descendant or not, who claims
America as his own, his native land, has
found occasion to glory in “‘the consummate
prudence of Bradford, the matchless valor
of Standish and the incessant enterprise
of Winslow.”

Not only have the writers of our country
given praise to whom praise is due, but those
of other lands have recognized in the coming
of the Pilgrim fathers an inspired event.
Such a writer was Carlyle, who said, “Hail
to thee, thou poor little ship ‘Mayflower’! —
poor, common-looking ship hired by common
charter-party for coined dollars, calked with
mere oakum and tar, provisioned with vulgar
biscuit and bacon; yet what ship ‘Argo’
or miraculous epic ship built by the sea-gods
was other than a foolish bombarge in com-
parison? Golden fleeces or the Iike they
sailed for with or without effect. Thou
little ‘Mayflower’ hadst in thee a veritable
Promethean spark — the spark of the largest

1 Baylie’s “ Ne‘w Plymouth,” Preface
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

European trees made their appearance.
Most of the native trees had been cut and
hewn into timbers for homes. Invariably
the linden and English oak were the species
selected and imported for shade-tree plant-
ing. Both of these varieties grew beauti-
fully in the mother country, and it may be
said that Holland, where the Pilgrims sought
a refuge before coming to America, has been
called ““the country of lindens.” Certainly
the planting of such trees in the New World
was a mark of affection for things held dear
in the OId, and the symbol of a friendship
which even the misunderstandings of Revo-
Iutionary times could not shatter. America
abounds with oaks, lindens and elms thus
planted.

To obtain a clear idea of the type of men
who were most responsible for the estab-
lishment of the European trees in Plymouth
we must look forward a period of years to
that era of peace and accomplishment which
followed the Revolution. It was then that
the real character of these men asserted
itself. They were marked by other dis-

[20]












THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

by Thomas Davis,! the fine old elm in front
of the Court House, and the huge elm on
North St., just below the linden trees. There
is also a very old English oak near the Jack-
son homestead, formerly Gov. Winslow’s
house, where Lydia Jackson, wife of Ralph
Waldo Emerson was born.

The lindens all appear to be in good con-
dition. They have withstood the blasting
winds from a broad expanse of sea for a
century and a half, and under the same con-
ditions may live for another century to come.
The two which stand in the garden behind
the Hathaway house (11 North St.) are
seventy feet high. One measures fourteen
feet and three inches, and the other nine
feet and eight inches in circumference at
four and a half feet from the ground. There
were originally four trees, planted in a row;
one blew down, and one was cut by Mr.
Hathaway to make room for the two re-
maining trees. A large branch, about a
foot in diameter, fell from the larger tree
during a storm in September, 1909. The

1 Great—grandféther of W. T. Davis.

[24]
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CHAPTER VI
ISLAND GROVE

Lift again the stately emblem on the Bay State’s rusted shield,
Give to northern winds the Pine Tree on our banner’s tattered

ficld, Whittier

HIS beautiful stand of white pine
trees at Abington has come to be
known locally as Island Grove, but
generally as Abolition Grove, and is often
pointed out to the stranger within our midst
as “the place where the Civil War began.”
Here, in the open air, sheltered only by the
whispering pines, great men, and women,
too, stood and delivered speeches in the
cause of abolition comparable to any that
were delivered in the celebrated halls of our
great cities, and that produced an effect
‘comparable to John Brown’s raid or Uncle
Tom’s Cabin.
Webster, “a man who loved mountains,
and great trees, wide horizons, the ocean, the
western plains, and the great monuments

L34]
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

MEETINGS IN THE CAUSE OF ABOLITION
OF SLAVERY WERE HELD IN THIS GROVE
YEARLY FROM 1846 TO 1865. ON THIS SPOT
WILLIAM LLOYD GARRISON,
WENDELL PHILLIPS, EDMUND QUINCY,
THEO. PARKER, FRANCIS JACKSON,
PARKER PILLSBURY, GEORGE THOMPSON,
ABBY KELLY FOSTER, LUCY STONE
AND OTHERS ADDRESSED THE PEOPLE.
SUFFERING ALL MANNER OF ABUSE
THE ABOLITIONISTS STOOD STEADFAST UNTIL
THE SLAVE WAS MADE FREE

Reader take beed, stand for the right,
though power and wealth and all your
Sellows turn against you and persecute you.

I am in earnest — I will not equivocate
I will not excuse — I will not retreat
A single inch — and I will be beard.
Garrison
ERECTED BY AN ABINGTON SOLDIER
WHO SERVED AND WAS WOUNDED
IN THE WAR WHICH ENDED SLAVERY

The Abington soldier who presented this
memorial to the town was Moses N. Arnold.
Among the invited guests who were present
and participated in the exercises were:
Judges Robert O. Harris and G. W. Kelley,
Hon. A. E. Pillsbury, Francis Garrison, Wm.
Lloyd Garrison, (Mrs.) Helen B. Coggeshall
and Henry B. Blackwell.

To the abolitionists belongs the distinction
of rendering the grove historic. In addition,

L3611
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

to them what a lattice resembled. He de-
scribed 1t as framework, netting, wicker,
or whatever occurred to him as illustrative,
when they gave him a long, barbarous and
unpronounceable word, as are most of the
words in their language. Some years later,
when he had learned their dialect more
correctly he is said to have laughed out-
right, upon finding that the Indians had
given him the true term for ‘eel pot.” ‘The
mother of Sisera looked out at the window
and cried through the eel pot!’”’?

“One of these sons of the forest is said to
have discovered a more appropriate emblem
of the Trinity than even the triangle itself.
The missionary had been lecturing on this
sublime and incomprehensible mystery, when
one of his red auditors, after a long and
thoughtful pause, thus addressed him, ‘I
believe, Mr. Minister, I understand you.
The Trinity is just like water and ice and
snow. The water Is one, the ice is another,
and the snow is another, and yet they are
all water.””? _

1 Bigelow, p. 84. 2 Bigelow, p. 85.

[42]


















THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

is silent, except in a few instances, concerning
where the trees were bought whose trunks
composed the old-time frigates. A white
oak near Danvers, known as “King George’s
Whipping Post,” because condemned per-
sons were often tied to a ring in 1ts trunk
and flogged according to the seriousness of
the crime, was purchased for use in the con-
struction of the frigate Essex. It is said that
the iron ring was actually found in the trunk
of the tree when the timbers were hewed.!
The oldest white oak i Dedham bears
the distinction of having once been selected

THE SALEM FRIGATE
TAKE NOTICE

I Ye Sons of Freedom! all true lovers of the Liberty of your
Country! step forth, and give your assistance in building the
Frigate, to oppose French insolence and piracy. Let every
man in possession of a White Oak Tree, be ambitious to be fore-
most in hurrying down the timber to Salem, and fill the comple-
ment wanting, where the noble structure is to be fabricated,
to maintain your rights upon the Seas, and make the name
of America respected among the nations of the world. Your
Iargest and longest trees are wanted, and the arms of them for
Knees and Rifing Timber. Four trees are wanted for the
Keel, which all together will measure 146 feet in length, and
hew 16 inches square. Please to call on the Subscriber, who
wants to make contracts for large or small quantities, as may

suit best, and will pay the REapy Cash.

EN BRIGGS
Salem, Nov. 23, 1798 Saifo

L4387
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

sixty-eight feet, and the spread of branches,
which is ninety-three feet.

The tree is older than the town, and is
claimed on the basis of tradition to mark
the site of the first religious meeting ever
held in Dedham. Dr. William Avery, for
whom the tree was named, caused a chair
to be made from some of the branches which
blew off, and as an accompanying memento,
a table, constructed of timbers from the
old Avery house. The chair and table he
presented to the Dedham Historical Society.
The tree also has the distinction of being
adopted as a model for the town seal. In
1886 Mr. Joseph H. Clark presented the
tree, and the ground on which it stands,
to the Historical Society, and it is still owned
and cared for by that organization. The
location is on East street, a short distance
from the point of its intersection with East-
ern avenue, and near the Fairbanks house.

There seems to be no recorded history
of the faithful old white oak that stands
within the village pound on High street.
Surely this oak with its great age could

[ 50]
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

naturalist —at least if we are to judge
from the number of times he is reported to
have rested under great trees.

The elms at Holliston were planted about
the year 1747. They may have been six or
seven feet in circumference during Washing-
ton’s time, and were probably approaching
the size of second-class elms when Governor
Lincoln first noticed them. They seem to
have escaped the attention of those who
would have given them a place in literature
—as suggested in the following newspaper
clipping from the Framingham Tribune in
possession of Col. G. A. Flagg of Holliston.

Editor of the Tribune:

There are two elm trees in Holliston which should be classed
among the big trees of the state.

I have seen no mention of them in any account of the famous
trees of Massachusetts. They are situated on the Main street
between Holliston and East Holliston, in front of what is known
as the Col. Whiting place, now owned by Mr. Flagg. We made
an accurate measurement of them to-day. The smallest meas-
ures one foot from the ground, nineteen feet in circumference,
four feet from the ground, sixteen feet in circumference.

The shape of this tree is something remarkable. The trunk
is almost square, having four sides. Three of the sides measure
about five feet each.

The larger of the two trees measures, one foot from the
ground, twenty-four feet, the large roots spreading outward.
Four feet from the ground it measures seventeen feet In cir-
cumference. The trees appear perfectly sound, and the branches

L5471
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the town of South Chelmsford, another in the
town of Lincoln may be briefly referred to.
For, in some respects, the first named are
more beautiful as a group than even the Hol-
liston elms, while the latter have that pecul-
iar interest and charm that arise from great
age. The South Chelmsford elms are on the
W. R. Winning farm not far from Carlisle
Station. Each is 14 feet in circumference,
and the combined spread of the branches is
125 feet. They are always conspicuous for
the number of birds that nest in their
branches, chiefly orioles and vireos. The
elms in Lincoln stand directly in front of
the oldest house m the town about seventy-
five yards from the State road leading from
Concord to Boston, and approximately two
miles east from Concord. They are about
15 feet in circumference, and are beginning
to decline. The branches have a highly
muscular appearance but have suffered some-
what from insect pests.

L5671
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kept it until the following morning, and
planted it in a suitable spot in his yard.

The parsonage was a favorite rendezvous
for the Patriots of this locality, and Mr.
Roby was a well-known personage among
those with whom he labored for more than
half a century. He was evidently one of
those ministers who believed it his duty
to fight as well as to preach, and had the
honor of being presented to Washington at
Newhall Tavern in East Saugus, where the
General stopped on his way towards Boston
along the Newbury turnpike road.

Parson Roby died in the eighty-third year
of his age, and the fifty-third of his ministry
here, in 1803. He was stricken while preach-
ing to his people.

As a matter of passing interest it may be
said that in this old town there is a beautiful
specimen of the black walnut, an older tree,
supposedly, than the Roby Elm, concerning
which the author of “Our Trees” (of Essex
County)! says, “It 1s quite among the possi-
bilities that Cotton Mather could have

1 John Robinson.

[581
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CHAPTER XI
THE BOXFORD ELM

*Twas my forefather’s hand
That placed it near his cot.
George Pope Morris

MONG the famous Indian characters
whose names and deeds are indelibly
written upon the pages of New Eng-

land history, was an old “sagamore” named
Masconomet of Agawam. The territory over
which he held sway was bounded on the
north by the Merrimac River, on the west
by Naumkeag, generally known as Massa-
chusetts, which means, — “at or near the
great hill,” and on the east and south by the
Atlantic Ocean. From this old sagamore,
Governor John Winthrop procured, in 1638,
a deed of the whole tract of land then in-
cluded in the town of Ipswich, which also
included the present town of Boxford. Mas-
conomet died about the year 1658, and was
well known as a friend of the white men.

[60]
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CHAPTER XII
THE ENDICOTT PEAR TREE

The days that are no more, and come no more,
When as a child you sat upon my knee,
And prattled of your playthings, and the games
You played among the pear trees in the orchard.
Longfellow

HEN selecting a young tree for
planting as a permanent, living
monument, capable of occupying
a given spot for from one hundred to five
hundred years, one would hardly choose,
out of all the available species, a fruit tree.
And yet John Endicott, the earliest pioneer
of the Massachusetts settlement under the
patent, has left behind him a pear tree which
he planted about the year 1632, and which
still “bears more fruit than the whole town

can eat ”’ as the people say in Danvers.
Endicott in addition to being a devout
Puritan, and an intrepid and successful leader,
was also a lover of trees and shrubs, with
an especial leaning toward the fruit-bearing

[64]
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

the celebrated pear, were ordered at the
same time. If this is true it is reasonable
to suppose that the trees were planted at
the Governor’s residence in 1630, and in their
permanent places at Orchard Farm as soon
as that land was under cultivation, about
1633. Hanson’s “History of Danvers” quotes
Joselyn, 1639, as saying, ‘“There is not a
single apple tree or pear tree in all the
colonies ”’ and adds that either the shoot was
brought over subsequent to 1639 or Joselyn
did not know of its existence. The writer’s
own opinion is that 1630 1s the probable
date for the arrival of this tree in America.
For out of all that wealth of trees and shrubs,
particularly fruit-bearing species, with which
the Governor surrounded himself from 1629
to 1633, he would hardly have overlooked
the apple and the pear. These trees may
have been in the minority, and therefore
overlooked by the outside observer.

There is not much left of beauty or come-
liness about the venerable tree which still
maintains its layer of living bark from year
to year around a hollow trunk, and still

L66]
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among the dead were found two worthy
representatives of the name of Harrington.
They fell, the one upon his own door-step,
and the other while escaping from the
meeting-house where the military supplies
were stored.

Jonathan Harrington, the fifer, came out
of the battle of Lexington unscathed, and
lived to the ripe old age of ninety-six, being
the last survivor of those who took part.
His death in 1854 produced a remarkable
effect, both on the community and through-
out the state. His funeral was attended by
the Governor and his Counclil, the Lieutenant-
Governor, the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, and by many prominent citizens.
Two companies of militia, ordered out by
the Governor for the occasion, fired a volley
over the grave.

The distinction Jonathan Harrington en-
joyed, as the result of his long and interesting
career, has shed its glow upon a certain
favorite tree, planted by his father. It bears
the name of “The Harrington Elm,” and
stands in front of the L. A. Austin place

[701
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from the trunk the circumference is nearly
thirty feet.

There are yet other trees in historic Con-
cord, but they belong to a later time, and are
associated with the years of peace and ac-
complishment rather than with those of war.
They seem to have been more cherished than
any of the others. The writer refers to the
two old elms in front of the Louisa May
Alcott house, and the little grove of pines
and spruces just beyond it. Under the shade
of the elms once lived the author of “Little
Women,” and among the whispering pines
Hawthorne walked, thought and wrote, or
conversed with his friend Thoreau.

The elm at the Ieft of the door as the
visitor approaches the old house is thirteen
feet in circumference, and the one at the
right is fifteen feet. Their height is about
sixty-five feet. The spread of the branches
is not imposing, as one of the trees has lost
nearly half of its limbs.

The pines and spruces are tall, with
clean boles and healthy crowns; within
their deepest shades an attractive boulder

C74]
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

74% feet, spread of branches, 100 feet. The
roots on the southerly side rise from the
ground like an abutment, increasing the
circumference at one foot from the ground
to 29} feet. The branches are unusually
large, and in a pocket of earth which has
collected among them at the top of the
trunk, a currant bush has been bearing fruit
for sixty years. This fact 1s vouched for by
Mr. William Arnold who worked for William
Gibbon, a former owner of the property
on which the tree stands, when a boy.

The tree is historic on account of its con-
nection with the old house just behind it, and
its age dates back as far, at least, as 1740,
when it was much prized by a Tory minister
of Marlboro, the Rev. Aaron Smith. ‘“The
house was erected by the town for the Rev.
Aaron Smith upon his settlement here in
1740. At the time of the Revolution, this
man was suspected of Tory sentiments, and
one night two loaded muskets were fired into
his window, probably as a threat or warning
by individuals who, actuated by the spirit
of the time, gave vent to their detestation

[8o]
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSE': 'S

This oak 1s 14 feet, 5 inches in circ:
ference, 62 feet in height, and 75 feet 'n tue
spread of its branches. It has witnessed
some stirring scenes, among which may be
mentioned the departure of the two com-
panies of volunteers, composing ‘“the whole
efficient male population of the town” on
the day of the battle at Concord and Lexing-
ton; and in Jater years the departure of
Company G of the Fifteenth Regiment,
Massachusetts Volunteers, at the opening
of the Civil War. According to Pierce’s
History of Grafton, when this later company
was being formed, upon receipt of the news
of the attack on the Massachusetts Sixth
Regiment at Baltimore, a soldier of the
Revolution, Benjamin Smith, ninety-eight
years old, attended the meetings and spoke
from the platform of the town hall. A
monument in the town square records the
names of fifty-nine victims which Grafton
gave for the life of the nation.!

1 Pierce, “Hist. of Grafton,” pp. 105-6.
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

entertainment before 1760, which later was
renewed to his son Aaron, in 1761. This son,
as Captain, served in the Revolutionary War
and afterward rose to the rank of major.
He kept the tavern during his lifetime.!

“The elm took its name from the tradition,
apparently well attested, that General Wash-
ington, accompanied by his Staff, General
Lee and the deputation sent from Cambridge
to Springfield to meet and escort him to
headquarters, halted with his party under
the shade of this tree to rest and lunch about
noon, June 30, 1775. Very naturally the
party ordered milk and other necessaries
from Captain Graves’s tavern.”!

There is a granite monument a few feet
from the base of the tree which bears the
following inscription:

UNDER THIS ELM
WASHINGTON
PASSED JUNE 30, 1775
AND AGAIN OCT. 22, 1789.

ON THE FIRST DATE TRADITION SAYS
HE ADDRESSED THE CITIZENS OF
PALMER.

ERECTED BY THE
PALMER HISTORICAL SOCIETY
JUNE 30, 1906

1 Temple, ““History of Palmer.”
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

It stretches its branches part way across Main
street, where its green foliage may be seen in
summer for a long distance as one approaches
in either direction on the busy thoroughfare.

Its dimensions are surprising and grati-
fying — height 102 feet, spread 112 feet,
circumference at breast height, 19 feet, 9
inches. At five feet from the ground the
circumference is a little over twenty feet,
which, to some authorities, would mean more
than the breast height measurement. Dr.
Oliver Wendell Holmes would concede that
this, in truth, constituted an exceptional elm.
The tree has suffered severely from pruning,
but 1s still sending out an abundance of
foliage, and has the appearance of possessing
great strength and durability.

Within a radius of a few miles from this
point are three other trees which deserve
mention here. One is the finest specimen
of the hackberry that the writer has ever
seen in New England. It stands, unfortu-
nately, in an inconspicuous place, shut off
from view by buildings, so that a good ]
photograph is extremely difficult to obtain.
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CHAPTER XX
THE SHEFFIELD ELM

Here still an aged Elm aspires,
Beneath whose far projecting shade
(And which the shepherd still admires)
The children of the forest played.
Philip Freneau

LIVER WENDELL HOLMES, in
speaking of his “tree wives,” in-
cludes, among those of greatest size,
beauty and symmetry of form, the elm at
Sheflield, and adds that ‘“‘size, first of all
and chiefly” constitutes a first class elm.
Doubtless the Sheflield elm was so classi-
fied on account of its great beauty and
spread of branches, for it fails to show twenty
feet of clear girth at five feet from the ground
even at the present time. It has always
been considered as one of the most beautiful
elms in Massachusetts, and though old age
has at last crept upon it, the individuality
in the arrangement of its numerous branches
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

The historic traditions are even more in-
teresting than the measurements. “The old
elm” was standing when the town was
settled (1725-6) and an Indian trail leading
into Connecticut passed near its trunk.
There 1s a story to the effect that this trail
was marked on either side by numerous
apple trees which sprang from seeds dropped
by the Indians in their wanderings.

A little to the southeast of the tree the
first settler of Sheffield, Mathew Noble,
camped for a time with his daughter. They
came on horseback from Westfield, and the
young lady, anticipating great cold, brought
with her a feather-bed. At one time town
meetings were held under the tree, and at
another yearly town picnics were in vogue.
The maple trees planted in the near vicinity
of the elm were for the purpose of producing
more shade for the picnickers. A Jocal poet
has written of the tree, setting forth some
of its early Indian traditions.

Unfortunately, Washington, who brought
into prominence so many of the trees of New
England, passed this one by. But in this

Co61]












THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

honors may perhaps justly be divided be-
tween the buttonwood in front of the
academy, and the elm on Albany road.

The buttonwood is now eighteen feet in
circumference, and one hundred feet in height
and spread. It stands within the bounds
of what was once the enclosure of the fort
which was built in 1689, and which remained
until 1748. If size is any test of a tree’s
age this buttonwood was standing at the
time of the Indian wars, for its circum-
ference 1s larger than that of the Charlemont
buttonwood (under which the pioneers slept
in 1741) by about two feet.

Many thrilling events took place within
a radius of fifty yards from the spot occupied
by the tree. Almost within reach of its
shadow stood the “Old Indian House,” built
by Ensign John Sheldon in 1698, and the
Stebbins house, where, on the 29th of Febru-
ary, 1703—4, ‘“‘seven men, besides women and
children, held two hundred soldiers and one
hundred and forty Indians at bay (under
a French officer of the line) for three hours.”!

1 From inscription on monument.
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

Captain Moses Rice, to whom belongs
the honor of establishing the settlement,
was a native of Sudbury. He married Sarah
King in that town, Nov. 16, 1719, and their
first child, Samuel, was born there Aug.
10, 1720. Soon after, the family removed
to Worcester, where the remaining children,
six in number, were born. While at Worces-
ter Captain Rice commanded a company of
cavalry, and in 1724 was posted with others
at Rutland, Mass., in a garrison commanded
by Captain Samuel Wright.

His selection of Charlemont as a frontier
home came about through a speculative
enterprise on the part of the town of Boston.
The Boston Township No. 1, as it was called,
comprised over 23,000 acres, and finally
passed, almost entire, into the hands of two
men. From one of these, who had acquired
the power of attorney, Captain Rice bought
2200 acres, on the 23rd of April 1741, and
came with his family in 1743 to take up
life on the frontier.

Some time between the purchasing of
the land and the coming of the Captain’s

[ 10471
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

house burned and his property destroyed.
He repaired to Rutland for three years but
returned at the end of that time and rebuilt
his house. Another was erected on the
meadow for his son.

Other settlers arrived at this time, and the
Rice family, together with the Taylor and
Hawks families, developed prosperous fron-
tier settlements. Peace prevailed so long
as the treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle was in force.
But the three pioneer families lived in a
state of preparedness during the period,
and fortified their homes against future at-
tack. When the storm finally broke it car-
ried off Captain Rice; but the settlement was
not destroyed, and prompt action on the
part of the Province prevented a recurrence,
and confined the French to their own terri-
tory further north.

The thrlling events which resulted so
disastrously for the family of Captain Rice
occurred within sight of the old buttonwood.
The tree stands between the site of the first
attack and that of the Captain’s final struggle
and fall. :
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

people play and rest and work? Is it not
enough that they are beautiful, and that they
are unlimited in quantity?

And yet, as you walk along the old road
to Lenox, you will mark in a wide sweep of
lawn the lone and superb pine so much
loved by Dr. Holmes. ‘“Canoe Meadow”
was a carrying place of the Indians, and held
everything that he most delighted in. His
house stood on the soil owned by his great-
grandfather, Jacob Wendell, Colonel of the
Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company.
Here were half a hundred acres of forest
trees, some of them probably five hundred
years old; above their foliage the Berk-
shire Hills reared their silent heads, and
the Housatonic River made its course in
a thousand fantastic curves through the
meadows. 1 ‘

Here at last is an historic pine, one of the
favorite trees of a noted personage, and an
excellent representative of our great New
England conifer.

t Abbott, “OIld Paths and Legends of the New England
Border.”
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

in spite of its great size and age. Dr. Holmes
has not described it as one of his “tree
wives,” nor “gilded with a rhyme its house-
hold name,” but it remains as a heritage
to us, like his portrait of Dorothy Q.,

““And lives untroubled by woes and fears
Through a second youth of a hundred years.”

Cri67]


















THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

the largest to be found in their immediate
vicinity, each has been decorat 4 in years
gone by with a legend in token of its dis-
tinction. The pine board cIing“;g to the
trunk of the Paxton Elm is now old and
weather-beaten and should of nécessity be
replaced with another, stating ‘that the king
is dead. The tree still stands, almost entire,
with 1ts columnar trunk 14 feet in circum-
ference, and its branches towering into the
sky 60 or 70 feet. The Rutland Elm clings
tenaciously to life, but its most beautiful
branches are gone and its visage is battered
and warlike. The circumference at breast
height is 12 feet and 4 inches. These trees
have been patient in adversity, braving the
cold winds of many winters in a place where
proper treatment is expensive and difficult
to obtain. They have served as an example
of fortitude to many persons who have gone
in quest of health to the high elevations on
which they stand.

The town of Lunenburg lies within this
upland district of the center of the state,
and takes pride in two remarkable trees of
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THE HISTORIC TREES OF MASSACHUSETTS

Essex County

A “splendid old wreck of an elm” at North
Andover, known as the Hubbard Elm, is the
peer of Essex, and may be considered as
a strong contender for the title of the largest
elm now standing in Massachusetts. The
dimensions fall slightly below those of the
Rugg Elm, but if a distinction is made be-
tween elms having a single and those having
a double trunk, this tree possesses the largest
girth of them all. Though hollow it com-
mands the greatest admiration and wonder,
and 1ts mighty abutments stretch out for
several feet on all sides, as if inviting the
beholder to step thereon and grasp the
deep-furrowed bark in a fond embrace! On
the ground about the tree lie several of the
once powerful limbs m varying stages of
decay where they have fallen. The complete
picture produces in the observer the keenest
of emotions, and he leaves it with regret,
knowing that the time will not be long during
which he may be permitted to gaze upon
so mighty an elm. The circumference is
twenty-four feet and five inches at breast

L1327
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