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PREFACE

By an act approved June 23, 1874, Congress made an appropriation

"to enable tlie Secretary of War to begin the publication of the Offi-

cial Records of the War of the Rebellion, both of the Union and Con-
federate Armies," and directed him "to have copied for the Public

Printer all reports, letters, telegrams, and general orders not hereto-

fore copied or printed, and properly arranged in chronological order."

Appropriations for continuing such preparation have been made
from time to time, and the act approved June 16, 1880, has provided

"for the printing and binding, under direction of the Secretary of

War, of 10,000 copies of a compilation of the Official Records (Union

and Confederate) of the War of the Rebellion, so far as the same
may be ready for publication, during the fiscal year" ; and that "of
said number 7,000 copies shall be for the use of the House of Repre-

sentatives, 2,000 copies for the use of the Senate, and 1,000 copies for

the»useof the Executive Departments."*

* Volumes I toV distributed under act approved June 16, 1880. The act approved

August 7, 1882, provides that

—

" The volumes of the Official Records of the War of the Rebellion shall be distri-

buted as follows : One thousand copies to the Executive Departments, as now pro-

vided by law. One thousand copies for distribution by the Secretary of War
among officers of the Army and contributors to the work. Eight thousand three

hundred copies shall be sent by the Secretary of War to such libraries, organizar

tions, and individuals as may be designated by the Senators, Representatives, and
Delegates of the Forty-seventh Congress. Eachf!eili.tor shall designate not exceed-

ing twenty-six, and each Representative and Delegate not exceeding twenty-one of

such addresses, and the volumes shall be sent thereto from time to time as they are

published, until the publication is completed. Senators, Representatives, and Dele-

gates shall inform the Secretary of War in each case how many volumes of those

heretofore published they have forwarded to such addresses. The remaming copies

of the eleven thousand to be published, and all sets that may not be ordered to be

distributed as provided herein, shall be sold by "the Secretary of War for cost of

publication with ten per cent, added thereto, and the proceedlkof such sale shall be

covered into the Treasury. If two or more sets of said volunfes are ordered to the

sanie address the Secretary of War shall inform the Senators, Representatives, or

Delegates, who have designated the same, who thereupon may designate other

libraries, organizations, ov individuals. The Secretary of War shall report to the

first session of the Forty-eighth Congress what volumes of the series heretofore

published have not been furnished to such libraries, organizations, and individuals.

He shall also inform distributees at whose instance the volumes are sent.''

m



IV PREFACE.

This compilation will be the first general publication of the military

records of the war, and will embrace all official documents that can be

obtained by the compiler, and that appear to be of any historical

value.

The publication will present the records in the following order of

arrangement:

The 1st Series will embrace the formal rei)orts, both Union and Con-

federate, of the first seizures of United States property in the South-

ern States, and of all military operations in the field, with the corre-

spondence, orders, and returns relating specially thereto, and, as

proposed, is to be accompanied by an Atlas.

In this series the reports will be arranged according to the cam-

paigns and several theaters of operations (in the chronological order

of the events), and the Union reports of any event will, as a rule, be

immediately followed by the Confederate accounts. The correspond-

ence, &c., not embraced in the "'reports" pro^jer will follow (first

Union and next Confederate) in chronological order.

The 2d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and
returns. Union and Confederate, relating to prisoners of war. and
(so far as the military authorities were concerned) to State or political

prisoners.

The 3d Series will contain the correspondence, orders, reports, and
returns of the Union aiithorities (embracing their correspondence

with the Confederate officials) not relating specially to the subjects

of the first and second series. It will set forth tlie annual and special

rejDorts of the Secretary of War, of the General-in-Chief, and of the

chiefs of the several staff corps and departments; the calls for troops,

and the correspondence between the national and the several State

authorities.

The 4th Series will exhibit the correspondence, orders, reports, and
returns of the Confederate aiithorities, similar to that indicated for

the Union officials, as of the third series, but excluding the corre-

spondence between the Union and Confederate authorities given in

that series. " *

ROBERT N. SCOTT,
Major Tliird Art., and Bvt. Lieut. Col.

War Department, August 3-3, 1880.

Approved:
ALEX. RAMSEY,
^ Secretary of War.
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ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS.

TEXT.

PART I.

Page 43. Sixteenth line, bottom, for Bristoe read Bristol.

Page 164. Fifth line, bottom, strike out March 6.

Page 477. Foot-note, for Pari 2 read Pari j, p. 6/3.

Pages 7 15-806. Erase foot-note No circiunslantial reports on file, wherever it occurs.

PART 2.

Page 9. Cox to Casement, January 2, 1864, for 1864 read 186$.

Note.—Should be inserted in Series I, Vol. 45, Part 2, p. 4S6, follow-

ing Cox's circular of January 2, 1S65.

Page 518. Ewell to Pillow, January 4, 1864, strike out the word the in caption.

Page 535. Cooper to Longstreet, last line, for /;/?« read j/ow.

Page 537. Erase foot-note and insert Sec Series /, Vol. 52, Part 2, p. ^93-

Page 552. Johnston to the President, first line, insert * niter replies and add foot-

note, * See Series /, Vol. 52, Pari 2, p. ^g6.

Page 5S4. JIcNair's Brigade, insert [j/sfl Viiier ^^th a.ni\ hidore Arkansas.

Page 590. Finley's Brigade, 1st and 3d Florida, transfer f after ist and insert after

1st in line following.

Page 632. Longstreet to Cooper, fir.st communication, date, for 2c) read /q.

Page 751. Erase foot-note and insert Probably of February 75. Sec Scries /,

Vol. 5.?, Pari 2, p. 6/g.

Page 775. 'Era.'-,e: iooi-notea.r\& i-ns&rt See Brown toJo/mslon, February JO, Scries I,

I^ol. 32, Part 2, p. 6/6.

Page 853. For Robinson's (George J.) xa\A. Robinson's (George I.).

Page 857. Ninth line, bottom, ior sjt/i ^Irkansas read j/st Arkan.ues.

PART 3.

Page 12. Farragut to Banks, first line, for ?/()/« read «ofe.

Page 40. Seventeenth line, bottom, for where read 7c/he?ice.

Page 41. Third line, top, for wori read war.

Page 50. Sherman to Grant, eleventh line, after which insert [J hopc'\.

McPherson to Pullen, second line, for brought [picas'] read {was'] brought.

Page 140. Whipple to Slocuni, fourth line, for them in read /;; thcin.

Page 21S. Heintzelman to Halleck, second communication, tenth line, for Indiana
read Ohio.

Page 221. Sherman to Grant, fourteenth line, for small read local.

Page 261. Foot-note, fourteenth line, for Pa.^cagoula read Ship Islanil.

Page 281. Eighth line, top, for 5?<^(zc>«if/j/ read c^aV////r.

Page 287. Hurlbut to Smith, second line, for impractical read impracticable, in my
opinion.

Page 303. Thirteenth line, top, insert necessary after rendered.

Page 305. Sherman to Grant, first communication, sixth line, for Waverly read
Purdy.

Page 306. Grant to Sherman, third line, erase a before /xyV, and after part in.sert

of another, so as to read and part of another.
Page 307. VvcA\v[v<t,i<:i-[ pass in down reaA pass on down.
Page 310. Sherman to McPhersou, last line, for not read now.
Page 313. SeventhJine, top, insert commas after (rr;/n' and corps, so as to read

army, corps, and division commanders. Twenty-fifth line, bottom, for

on read or, and after Athens insert Ga. Twenty-second line, bottom,
.strike out of following best. Twenty-first line, bottoui, for offering

read opening.



ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS.

Page 316.

Pa^e 326.

Page 447.

Page 511.

Page 55S.

Page 562.

Page 590.

Page 642.

Page 645.

Page 75S.

Page 774.

Page 777.

Page 788.

Page 800.

Page 8 1 r

.

Page 868.

Page 869.

Page 901.

Page 903.

Page 907.

Owens to Townes, third line, bottom, for distrust read distress.

Seventh line, bottom, for incloses read includes.

McPherson to Dodge, last communication, sixth line, after 3,500 insert

[aitiinals'].

Whipple to Hooker, fourth line, bottom, for 7nove read tnau.

First Division, Artiller}- Reserve, after 5M United States, for BatteryM
read Battery K.

Second Brigade, Second Division, insert * after 4th West Virjrinia.

I/ongstreet to Beauregard, thirteenth line, for his read this.

Second line, top, for enemy's read enemy ; erase the period after near

and insert ».period after enemy, so as to read near the enemy. Unnec-

essary delay, etc.

Twenty-first line, top, insert commas after substitution and lieu, so as to

read, The substitution, in lieu, of mere military authority, etc.

Polk to Lee, eighteenth line, for on read or.

Paxton to Cole, third line, bottom, lor prepare read prepared.

Sixteenth line, bottom, for sers^eant read surf;eon.

Special Orders, No. 89, Paragraph XIv, last line, for Fifty-fifth read

Sixty-fifth.

Lee to Jack, date line, for 20 read 30.

Third line, top, erase the comma after front and substitute a period

;

begin new sentence with The.

Finley's Brigade, Bate's Division, first line, erase Florida Cavalry {dis-

mounted) after ist, and insert after jst, second line.

Erase t after Manigault's Bric;ade.

For Robinson's (George f. ) read Robinson's (George I. ).

For Stone's (Robert G. ) read Stoner's (Robert C. ).

For Winston's (Edward) read ll^inston's (Edmund).

INDEX.

Insert all words and figures in italics and strike out all in [bracket.'i]. An asteri.sk (*) following a

correction indicates that "Additions and Corrections " lo the text should be consulted. References

are to parts of volume.

Part.

Alabama Troops (C).

Cnvalry—Regiments:

7th [Hodgson

)

2, 3

ylh {Malone) [Malone's] 2,3

Anderson, y^rfwa [John IJ.] 3

Anderson, General, Steamer 3

Arkansas Troops.

Infantry—Regiments:

j/A7[35tli].5S4* 2

Barentzen, Lauriiz [Lawritz] 3

Batchelder, John // i

lieaity [Baty] . David 1

Becker, Egbert T. £. [C.J i

Beersheba Springs, Tenn.

Skirmish at, March 19, 1864 [*]. See Sparta,

Tenn. Operations about, etc., March ii~

28, 1S64 1

[Skirmish near. See Sparta, Tenn. Oper-

ations about, etc.] 1

Biberon, Charles C. \
) 3

Blackwell. .ff. ^. [Captaih] 2

Bolen, James N. [Captain] i

Bolen. James N. [ ] 2

Booth, Louis F. [S.J i

Part.

Brewer, Jamrx F. [ ] 1

Brewer. Janirs F. [Joseph T.] 2

Brough, John,

Mentioned, 27?, 2y6 [*I'od, David. 273, 276] ... 3

B}^ieau 0/ Conscription, C. S. A. [Conscript

Bureau] 3

Cameron, Hugh D 3

Case, Charles R.

Correspondence with

Hollopetcr,yM7([Juhn] 1, i

Cheek, Mark R,, Steamer 1

Cobb, Robert Z.., 87^; Cobb, Robert, [R73] 3

Cooper, Duncan B. [Dune] 2

Corintli, Miss.

Evacuation, etc^ Jan.. P5 [5], 1864 -z

Creager, .A/arz/;;: [!harionJ H 3

Cummin.s, Edmund [Rdward] H 2

De Heus, William W. [De Hews. •

J 3

Dennis, Elias 5. [F.J 3

Duff, William I,. {2d TIL Lt. A rt.), [5S5] 2

Du^, William L. {igth Miss. Battn.) 58$ 2

Tinrni^n. Johnson K- [John] 3

Duncan, "R. A. [R.J 3

Duncan, Stephen [ J 1,3



ADDITIONS AND COKBECTIONS.

Dustin [Duston] , Daniel 3

Klliott. Thomas /. f J.] 2

Everett, Peter .V i

Ewiiig, E. H. [W.l 2

Exchange, U. S. S., j&f, jSg; Gunboat, No. 38,

[388,389] >

Forest Rose, U. S. 5.. 15^; Gunl>oat, No. 9.

[15S] I

Froehlich [Froelich] , George 3

Fry. David [Colonel] 3

¥m\\^xX.o\\, Joseph [John] S 3

General A udcrson^ Steamer, 3gg 3

Georgia Troops.

Infantry—Regiments

;

[55th,7H8]* 3

65th,755* 3

Miscellaneous:

Z^arf/* Co?<w/t [Davenport's] Home Guards 1,3

Grove, Celia A . [Grose. Mrs.] i

Grove, Ceiia A. [Mrs.] 3

Gunboat No. 3. See T. S. S. Rojnro [t,^^] ..

.

i

Gunboat No. 3. See r. S. S. Pefre/[zSfi] .... i

Gunboat No. 7. See (.'. S. S. Xew F.ra [594] . 1

Gunboat No. g. See U. S. S. Forest Rose [158] i

Gunboat No. 23. See U. S. S. Silver Lake

[203] 3

Gunboat No. 2S. Sec U. S. S- Silver Cloud

[.)5S,562] I

Gunboat No. 33. See C. S. S. Victory [156,

166] 3

Gunboat No. 36. See I'. S. S. Pe.osta [152] .... 3

Gunboat No. 3S. See V.S.S.Kxchanse [3S8,

389! I

Hale [Hall] . John D 3

Hamilton, James {A. D. C), 576 3

Hamilton, James {Q. M.).

[Mentioned, 576] 3

Hansen [Hanson], Ferdinand ]

Hearsey, William E 2

Henry von Phul, Steamer. 17S i

Hill. Roswell S., O72 [Hill. Roswell D..672].

.

i

Holl(»petcr,y<?A7/ [John] I, i

Hottcl [Hottle]
, J. M 2

Hubbard, Hiram F. [P.] 3

Hutchinson, Robert C. [ ] t

Indiana Troops.

Artillery, Light—Batteries:

24th. [21S]* 3

Ingram, Captain [W. E.] 1,2

Jarvis, Divight, jr. [Dwight, Jarvi.s, jr.] 3

John/. Roe [Rowe], Steamer i

Johtisen, C. G. [Johnson, C. J.] 3

Johnson, Thomas (6,^1^'- ^"<^- K [722, S46] 3

Johnson, Thomas {sd Battn. Ky. Rifles), 722,

S46 3

[Johnston, lyieutenant, S56] 3

Kennedy. Robert /-". [T.] 2

Kentucky Troops (C).

Artillery, Light—Batteries:
[Byrne's, 703] 3

Cavalry—Battalions:
[2d] ...; 2

Dortch's, S90 • 2

Kentucky Troops (U.).

Cavalry—Regiments:

2d [3d] , 16, 40, 421 , 470, 644 I

.^(w^ii? [Kenzie], David H 3

Part.

Kuhn, John li. {9th 111.), [S71] 3

Knhn.Jtihn If. {2d 7enn.Cav.),Syr 3

Latimer, MutfnrdM. [Lattimer, Milford M.J

.

3

Latrobc, Osmnn [Osman] 2, 3

Lawrence, "Walker E., 29r [Walker, I^aw-

rence K., 291] 2

Lightner, Lsaac [Isaiah] 3

I.,owc. William vl/"
'. 1

Lowry, Robert.

Mentioned, A'/y. S20, S36, .V?- [Lowry. W. I,..

S19. S20, R36, S37] 3

McCorklc, y?. [J.] P 3

McKnight. Sar^eaJit [Scrgcaiilj i

Mason. Williamy 1

Manr>', Dabney IL

Correspondence with

Cummins, F.dmvvd [Kdward] IJ "»

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc. Keb.3-M::r.

6, 1S64.

Communications from
Cummins, Fdmiind

\

Kdward] H 2

Mississippi Troops.

Artillery, Light—Batteries:

Byrne^s, yoj 3

Moody, D. A'. [M.] 3

Moore. Frank/in [Frank] 2

Morphis,y. L. [Major] 3

Mose]y,Jourdan C. [Captain] 2

Mosely.y(?Mr(faw C. [Lieutenant] 3

NefF, William, 2^./ [242] 1

New Kra, U. S. S.,59^/ Gunboat No. 7, [594] .

.

i

Ohio Troops.

Artilleiy, I.,ight—Batteries:

2/t/l,2fS* 3

Infantry-—Battalions:

ist Sliarpshooters (Companies), .5///, 6t/i,

-th, Hth ?.,2,

Owen, r. [W.] G
Paducah, Ky., Telegraph Operator at.

Correspondence with Williamy. Mason ... 1

Palmer, Joseph, 688, 6cfi, j^i, 8j2 [Palmer, J.,

68S,69i,73i,S72] 3

Parks, y. y/. [Captain] i

Pearl River, Miss.

Skirmishes on, L"cb. 28, 18C.} [1SS4] 1

Peosta, I'. S. S., 152; Gunboat No. 3ft,
1 152] ... 3

Petrel. V. S. S.

Mi?uti*ied, j.W; tiunboat No. % [3SSI i

Phul, Henry von. Steamer, jyS i

Raymond, y^wzct, .Steamer 1

Reilly, James W., 5/ [Heilly, John W.. 51J .

.

i

Reilly, yn?H/'j [John] W 2

Rives, Alfred L 3
Robin.son, (leorge /. [J.] 2, 3

Roe, John J. [Rowe, John], .Steamer i

Romeo, U. S. S., 388; Gunboat No. 3. [3S.S] ... i

.Scott, George )'
1

Shenango [Chenansp] , Steanier 2

Sigfried, Joshua [Joseph] K 2

Silver Cloud, U. S. .S., 55^, ^^i-,- Gunboat No.

2S, [55^^! .Sfta] 1

Silver Lake, U. S. S., 203; Gunboat No. 23,

[203] 3

Sipes, William B., 40 [Sipes, Abram B., 40] • i

Smith, Andrew J.

Mentioned, 262 [Smith, Alexander J., 262]. i

Spear, Edward, jr. [Edmund] 3



ADDITIONS AND CORRECTIONS.

Part.

Stone, George II., ^oi ; Stone, George A., [tioi] . 2

Stoiicr [Sloiie] , RoherL ( 3

Thomas, John Hanson 3

Tliomassoii [Thoinason] . Theodore ;', 2

T/iOi/ison [Thompson] , Frank 2

Towner, H, .V. [A.] 2

mderhill, II. [S.] M i

T'nion Troops.

Regulars.

Artillery, Light—Regiments:
5th (Batteries). K. jj.s' [M, 55S]* t,

I'irfui Y, C\ S. S., i.^Ci, 166; (innbont No. 33,

[156, 166] 3

Waggener, Roberty i

Wallace, Martin A', ^r. [M. R.] 3

Waring, George K-, jr.

Correspondence with

Latimer. MuJford M. [l^attimer, Milford

M.] 3

Part.

Wheeler, Joseph.

Mentioned, 70J [Wheeler, Joseph K-, 103].. 1

Whiltemorc, Henry C [E-] 2

IViedrich [Wiedrick] , ^Michael 2

IVilliamsoj}, James A. {2d Ark. Rifles), S61 ... 3

Williamson, James A. {41)1 loiva ), [861] 3

Win.ston, Edmund [Kdward] 3

Witcher, Vincent [Vinson] A" 3

Wolihin, Andrew M. [W.] 3

Yazoo City, Mi.ss.

Occupation of, etc., [-March 6] i

Yazoo River, Miss.

Expedition up tlic. Feb. j-Mar. 6, 1864.

See Meridian, Miss.,Kxpediiiun 1,3

\*tQX\\\?a\, James P..
[ J

2

Yoe, George /*. 2
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CHAPTER XIjIV.

OPERATIONS IN KENTUCKY, SOUTHWEST VIRGINIA,

TENNESSEE, MISSISSIPPI, ALABAMA, AND NORTH
GEORGIA.

January 1-April 30, 1864.

PART I.

SUIVIMAIIY OF THE PRINCIPAL EVENTS.*

Jan. 1, 1864.—Skirmish at Dandridge, Tenn.

1-Apr. 18, 1864—Hughs' operations in Middle Tennessee.

2, 1864.—Skirmisli at La Grange, Tenn.

3, 1864.—Action at Jonesville, Va.

Scout from Memphis, Tenn., toward Hernando, Miss.

4-14, 1864.—Operations about Sparta, Tenn.

5, 1864.—Skirmish at Lawrences Mill, Tenn.

6, 1864.—Attack on steamer Delta on the Mississippi River.

Skirmish at Dalton, Ga.

9. 1864.—Skirmish at Terman's Ferry, Ky.

10, 1864.—Skirmish near Mossy Creek, Tenn.

10-11, 1864.—Scout from near Dandridge to Clark's Ferry, Tenn.

10-16, 1864.—Expedition from Vicksburg, Miss., to Sunnyside Landing, Ark.

11, 1864.—Scout to Lexington, Tenn.

11-13, 1864.—Expedition from Maryville up the Little Tennessee River, Tenn.

13, 1864.—Skirmish near Mossy Creek, Tenn.

Skirmish at Marshall, Ky.

13, 1864.—Skirmish at Ragland Mills, Bath County, Ky.

Skirmish near CoUierville, Tenn.

13-14, 1864.—Affair at Sevierville (13th) and skirmish at Scliultz' Mill, Cosby

Creek, Tenn. (14th).

14, 1864.—Scout from CoUierville. Tenn.

Scout to Baldwin's Ferry, Big Black River, Miss.

Skirmish at Dandridge, Tenn.

Skirmish at Middleton, Tenn.

Skirmish at Shoal Creek, Ala.

16, 1864.—Skirmish in White County, Tenn.

Skirmish at Oak Ridge, Miss.

* Of some of the minor conflicts noted in this Summary, no circumstantial reports

are on file. All such are designated in the Index.

(1)
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Jan. 16-17, 1864.—Operations about Dandridgo, Tenn., including skirmishes (16th)

at Kimbrough's Cross-Roads and on Bend of Chucky Eoad,

and action (17th) near Dandridge.

17, 1864.—Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willcox, U. S. Army, supersedes Brig.

Gen. Robert B. Potter in command of the Ninth Army Corps.

18, 1864.—Skirmish at Grand Gulf, Miss.

19, 1864.—Skirmish at Big Springs, near Tazewell, Tenn.

20, 1864.—Naval reconnaissance of Forts Morgan and Gaines, Mobile Bay,

Ala.*

Skirmish at Tracy City, Tenn.

Skirmish at Island No. 76, Mississippi River.

21, 1864.—Maj. Gen. Carl Schurz, U.S. Army, temi)orarily in command of

the Eleventh Army Corps.

Scout from Chattanooga to Harrison and Oolt€v\fah, Tenn.

21-23, 1864.—Skirmishes at Sti'awberry Plains (21st) and at Armstrong's

Ferry, Tenn. (22d).

2I733, 1864.—Scout from Rossville toward Dalton, (Ja., and skirmish (22dj.

23, 1864.—Captuie of forage-wagons near Wilsonville, Tenn.

Affair at Subligna, Ga.

22-27, 1864. -Expedition from Union City to Trenton, Tenn.

33, 1864.—Skirmish near Newport, Tenn.

Affair near Woodville, Ala.

Scout from La G)\ange, Tenn., to Ripley, Miss.

23-29, 1864.—Operations in North Alabama.

24, 1864.—Operations near Natchez. Mi.ss.

Ca])ture of Union jiickets ;it Love's Hill, near Knoxville, Tenn.

Skii-mish at Tazewell, Tenn.

35, 1864.—Skirmish at La Grange, Tenn.

Skirmish at Mount Pleasant, Miss.

Corintli, Miss., evacuated by the Union forces.

25-Fel). .'5.1864.—Expedition from Scottsborough , Ala., toward Rome, Ga.

26, 1864.—Maj. Gen. John G. Parke, U. S. Army, resumes command of the

Ninth Army Corps.

Skirmish near Knoxville, Tenn.

Skirmish at Sevierville. Temi.
20-28, 1864.—Oiierations about Dandridge, Tenn.

27, 18(i4.—Skirmish near Knoxville, Tenn.

Affair on the Cumbei'land River, Ky.
28, 1864.—Lieutenant-(ieneral folk's conmiand designated Department of

Alabama, Mis.sissip])i, and East Louisiana.

Maj. Gen. John M. Scliotield, U. S. Army, assigned to com-
mand of the Department of the Ohio, and Maj. Gen. George
Stonem.in, U. S. Army, to the command of the Twenty-third

Army ( 'orjis.

Affair at Lee's House, on Coniersvillo Pike, Tenn.

28-39, 1864.—Skirmishes near JoriesviOe, Va.

38-Feb. 8, 1864.—Expedition tiom Gallatiji to Cumberland Mountains,

Tenn.

29, 1864.—Firing on steamer Sir William Wallace, Mississij)]ii River.

29-Feb. 23, 1864.—Expedition from Vicksburg, Miss., to Waterproof, La.,

and skirmishes.

*ror report of Rear-Admiral D. G. Fanagut. U. S. Navy, see p. 386 of Annual
Report of the Secretary of the Navy, December 5, 1864.
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Jan. 30, 1864.—Skirmish at Chickamauga Creek, Ga.

31-Feb. 7, 1864.—Expedition from Maryville, Tenn., to Quallatown, N. C
Feb. 1, 1864.—Expedition from Knoxville to Flat Creek, Tenn.

1- 3, 1864.—Reconnaissance from Maryville toward Sevierville, Tenn.

1- 7, 1864.—Scout in "White and Putnam Counties, Tenn.

2, 1864.—Skirmish near La Grange, Tenn.

Operations about Wliitesburg, Ala.

3-Mar. 6, 1864.—The Meridian, Miss., Expedition and co-operating expe-

ditions from Memphis, Tenn. , and up the Yazoo River.

6, 1864.—Affair at Bolivar, Tenn.

8, 1864.—Skirmish at Barboursville, Ky.

Skirmish at Ringgold, Ga.

Scout near Maryville, Tenn.

9, 1864.—Maj.Gen. John M. Schofield, U.S. Army, supersedes Maj.Gon.

John G. Foster in command of the Department of the Oliio.

Skirmish in Hardin County, Tenn.

10, 1864.—Maj.Gen. George Stoneman, U. S. Army, suisersedes Brig. Gen.

Jacob D. Cox in command of the Twenty-third Army Corje.

13, 1864.—Scout near Knoxville, Tenn.

Skirmish in Fentress County, Tenn.

14, 1864.—Affair near Larkinsville, Ala.

15, 1864.—Skirmish at Laurel Crook, Wayne County, W. Va.

in-Mar. 6. 1864.—Expedition from Vicksburg to Grand Gulf, Miss.

Ifi-Mar. 37, 1864.—Operations about Mobile, Ala.

17, 1864.—Exi)edition from Island No. 10 to Riley's Landing, Tenn.

17-33, 1864.—Expedition from Motley's Ford, Tenn., to Murphy and vicinity,

N.C.

18, 1864.—Skirmish near Maryville, Tenn.

Skirmish at Mifflin, Tenn.

Skirmish at Sevierville, T<inn.

Skirmish at Ringgold, Ga.

18-1'J. 1864.—Scout from Ooltcwali, Tenn., tf» Burke's and EUidgo's Mills,

(ia.

19, 1864.—Operations about Brown's FcTry, Ala.

30, 1864.—Skirmish on the Sevierville Road, near Knoxville, Tenn.

Skirmish at Flat Creek, Tenn.

Skirmish at Strawben-y Plains, Tenn.

23, 1864.—Skirmishes at Gibson's and JS'^ywrman's Mills, on Indian (ivek,

Va., and at Powell's Bridge, Tenn.

Skirmish on Calfkiller Creek, Tenn.

Raid on Mayfield, Ky.

23-37, 1864.—Demonstration on Dalton, Ga.

24. 1864.—General Braxton Bragg charged with the conduct of military

operations in the Armies of the Confederac;y.

2.j. 1864.—Ma.j. Gen. Oliver O. Howard, U. S. Army, resumes command
of the Eleventh Array Corps. -^

25-36, 1864.—Scout from Whiteside's, Tonn., to Stevens' and Frick's Gaps,

Ga.

36, 1864.—Capture of Washington, Tenn.

Skirmish at Sulphur Springs, Tenn.

27, 1864.—Skirmish in the Sequatchie Valley, Tenn.

28, 1864.—Lieut. Gen. JohnB. Hood.C. S.Army, assigned to command of

Army Corps in \rmy of Tennessee.

Skirmish at Dukedom, Tenn.
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Mar. 3- 3, 1864.—Expedition from Larkin's Landing to frourd Neck and Gunters-

ville, Ala.

4^ 1864.—Skirmish nearMurfreestorough, Tenn.

Skirmish at Rodney, Mis.s.

5, 1864.—Maj. Gen. John C.Breckinridge, C. S. Army, supersedes Maj.

Gen. Samuel Jones in command of the Trans-Alleghany or

Western Department of Virginia.

Skirmish at Leefs Tan-yard, Ga.

Skirmish at Panther Springs, Tenn.

6, 1864.—Affair near Island No. 10, Tenn.

Attack on Union Pickets at Columbus, Ky.

7, 1864.—Skirmish at Decatur, Ala.

7- 8, 1804.—Skirmishes at Brownsville, Miss.

8, 1864.—Maj. Gen. Simon B. Buckner, C. S. Army, temporarily in com-

mand of the Department of East Tennessee.

Affairs at Courtland and Moulton, Ala.

9, 1864.—Skirmish near Nickajack Gap, Ga.

10, 1864.—Guerrilla raid on Clinton, Ky.

Guerrilla raid on Mayfield, Ky.

11-38, 1864.—Operations about Sparta, Tmn., iiloluding skirmishes on Calf-

killer Creek and near Beersheba Springs.

12, 1864.—Lieut. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant assigned to command of the

Armies of the United States ; Maj. Gen AVilliam T. Sherman

to command of the Military Division of the Mississippi ; Maj.

Gen. James B. McPherson to command of the Department of

the Tennessee ; and Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck as chief of

staff of the army.

Skirmish near Union City, Tenn.

Scout to Nola Chucky Bend, near Morristown, Tenn.

13, 1864.—Skirmish at Cheek's Cross-Roads, Tenn.

Skirmish at Spring Hill, Tenn.

14, 1864.—The Ninth Army Corps ordered to Annapolis, Md.

Skirmish at Bent Creek, Tenn.

Skirmish at Claysville, Ala.

Operations in Jones County, Miss.

15, 1864.—Skirmish at Bull's Gap, Tenn.

Skirmish in Flat Creek Valley, Tenn.

16, 1864.—Brig. Gen. Orlando B. "Willcox,U. S. Army, resumes command
of the Ninth Army Corps.

Raid on the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, near TuUa-

homa, Tenn.

16-Apr. 14, 1864.—Forrest's expedition into West Tennessee and Kentucky.

17, 1864.—Skirmish at Manchester, Tenn.

18, 1864.—Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U. S. Army, assumes command
of the Military Division of the Mississippi.

Scout from Island No. 10, Tenn., to New Madrid, Mo.

Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. "*. Army, resimies command
of the Department of East Tennessee.

19, 1864.—Skirmish at Beersheba Springs,. Tenn.

Skirmish on the Cumberland River, Ky.

21, 1864.—Skirmish at Reynoldsburg, Tenn.

Skirmish near Moulton, Ala.

23, 1864.—Skirmish at Langley's Plantation, Issaquena County, Miss.

Affair at Fancy Farms, Ky.
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Mar. 26, 1864.—Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U. S. Army, assumes coiumand
of tlie Army of the Temiessee.

Skirmish at Clinton, Miss.

27, 1864.—Skirmisli at Livingston, Miss.

Affair at Louisville, Tenn.

28, 1864.—Affair at New Hope, Ky.
Riot at Charleston, Coles County, 111.

Scouts to Caperton's Ferry, Ala.

Skirmish on Obey"s River, Tenn.

28-Apr. 16, 1864.—Ojjerations in Eastern Kentucky.

29, 1864.—Affair at Caperton's Ferry, Ala.

29-31, 1864.—Scout from Lookout Valley to Deer Head Cove, Ga.

30, 1804.—Scout from Columbus to Clinton and Moscow, Ky.
Attack on outpost at Snyders Bluff, Miss.

Scout from Athens, Ala.

Scout from Woodville, Ala.

30-Apr. 1, 1864.—Reconnaissance from Lookout Valley, Tenn., to McLe-
more's Cove, Ga.

31-Apr. 2, 1864.—Scout from Bridgeport, Ala., to Caperton's Ferry and
vicinity.

Apr. 2, 1864.—Skirmish at Cleveland, Tenn.

2-7 4, 1864.—Reconnaissance from Powder Springs Gap toward Rogersville

and Bull's Gap, Tenn.

3, 1804.—Skirmish at Cypress Swamp, Tenn.

Skirmish on Ducktown Road, Ga.

Skirmish at Clinton, Miss.

4, 1864.—The Eleventh and Twelfth Army Corps consolidated as the

Twentieth Army Corps, under command of Maj. Gen. Joseph

Hooker, U. S. Army.
Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, U. S. Army, assigned to command

of the Twenty-third Army Corps.

Brig. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, U. S. Army, supersedes Maj. Gen.

Geoi-ge Stoneman in command of the Twenty-third Army
Corps.

7, 1864.—Longstreet's army corps ordered from East Tennessee to Vir-

ginia.

Skirmish at Woodall's Bridge, Ala.

8, 1864.—Skirmish at Paint Rock Bridge, Ala.

9, 1864.—Maj. Gen. John M. SchofieW, '¥. S. Army, assumes command
of the Twenty-third Army Corps.

Maj. Gen. George Stoneman, U. S. Army, assigned to command
of the Cavalry Corps, Department of the Ohio.

10, 1864.—Maj. Gen. Oliver O. Howard, U. S. Army, supersedes Maj. Gen.

Gordon Granger in command of the Fourth Army Corps.

Scout to Dedmon's Trace, Ga.

Skirmish at Cypress Swamp, Tenn.

11, 1864.—Scout from Stevenson to Caperton's Fcrr^, Ala., and vicinity.

Affair near Kelly's Plantation, Sulphur Springs Road, Ala.

11-13, 1864.—Reconnaissance from Rossville to La Fayette, Ga.

13, 1804.—Maj. Gen. Simon B. Buckner,C.S. Army, assumes command of

tlie Department of East Tennessee.

Skirmish near Florence, Ala.

Skirmish at Pleasant Hill Landing, Tenn.

12-16, 1864.—Recoimaissance from Bridgeport down the Tennessee River

to-vicinity of Triana, Ala.
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Apr. 13, 1864.—Skirmish at Mink Springs, near Cleveland, Tenn.

Skirmishes near Decatur, Ala.

14, 18G4.—Skirmish at Taylor's Ridge, Ga.

15, 18G4.—Skirmish near Greeneville, Tenn.

10, l«(i4.—Skirmish at Rheatown, Tenn.

17, 1804.—Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U. S. Army, relieved from com-

mand of the Sixteentli Army Corjis, and Maj. Gen. C. C. Wasli-

burn, U. S. Army, assigned to command of tlic Uisti'ict of

West Tennessee.

Skirmish at Holly Springs, Miss.

Affair at Flint River, Ala.

18, 1804.—Skirmish near Decatm-, Ala.

18-20, 1804.—Expedition from Biirkesville, ICy., to Obey's River, Tenn.

1!(, 1804.—Operations against Unionists in Marion County, Ala.

19-20. 1804.—Skirmishes at Waterhouse"s Mill and Boilmg Sju-ings, Tenn.

li)-28, 1804.—Expedition up tlie Yazoo River, Mis.s.. skirmishes at and near

Mechanicsburg, and capture of U. S. gun-boat Petrel.

21, 1804.—Affair at Harrison's Gap, Ala.

Skirmish at Red Bone, Miss.

22, 1804.—Skirmi.sh on Duck River, Tenn.

21!, 1804.—Attack on Union pickets at Nit^kajack Trace, Ga.

Maj. Gen. Frank P. Blair, jr., U.S. Army, assigned to com-

mand of the Seventeenth Arinj' Corps.

24, 1804.—Affair near Decatur, Ala.

24-2.'), 1804.—Scout from Ringgold to La Fayette, Ga.

2.J, 1804.—Skirmish near Natchez, Miss.

25-27, 1864.—Expedition from Bull's Gap to Watauga River, Tenn.

27, 1804.—Skirmisli near Decatur, Ala.

Attack on Union Pickets on Taylor's Ridge, near Ringgold, fia.

Skirmish on Troublesome Creek, Ky.

29, 1804.—Reconnaissance from Ringgold towanl Tunnel Hill, (i:i.

Skirmish in Berry County, Tenn.

30, 1804.—Skirmisli at Decatur, Ala.

30-May 9, 1804.—Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to Ripley, Miss., and

skirmish (May 2) at Bolivar, Tomi.

GEI>rKRA.I. RTCPORTSa.

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, U. S. Aniiy, commanding Department of the

Cumlierland, of ojierations January 1-April 30.

No. 2.—Itinerary of the Department of the Cumberland, conimaiuled by Maj. (il<'ii.

George H. Thomas, U. S. Army, January 1-April 30.

No. 3.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the

Ohio, of operations Januarj' 1-February 9.

No. 4.—Itinerary of tlie Department of the Ohio, January l~April 30.

No. 1.

liepoiis of Maj. Gen. George H. Thomas, U. <§'. Army, conimandiny
Department of ilie Gumherland, of operations Vaniiary l-AjJrtl 30.

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
Chattanooga, Tenn., March 10, 1804.

General : I have the honor to report the operations of my com-
mand for the months of January and February, 1804, as follows :

From the 1st until as late as the ^Oth of January, no movements of

any conseciuenc-e to(jk place. Small scouting parties of both cavalry
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and infantry were sent out from time to time to watch the move-
ments of the enemy, but failed to find him in any considerable force

in our immediate front.

Information gained through scouts and deserters placed Johnston's

army at Dalton and vicinitj^, occupying the same position he had
taken wp after the rebel army had fallen back from Mission Ridge,
November 2C), 18G3, and showing no disposition as yet to assume the

offensive. Desertions from tlie enemy still continued numerous,
averaging 30 per day, nearly all of whom wished to embrace the
termsof the President's amnesty proclamation, Avhich, with Major-
General Grant's General Orders, No. 10, of [December 12, 18G3,J

headqiiarters Military Division of the Mississippi, had been freely

circulated within the rebel lines for some time pi'evious.

On the 20th of January General G. M. Dodge, at Pulaski, Tenn.,

having ascertained that a force of rebel cavalry, under Roddey, was
constructing flat-boats, and hiding them in Little Bear Creek, Spring
Creek, and Town Crei^lv. and also that one of Roddey's regiments

was foraging on the north side of the Tennessee River, he imme-
diately informed General Grant of these movements of the enemy,
who directed me to orgajiizo an expedition at once of sufficient force

to drive Roddey away from where ho was reported to be, and to

destroy all boats and material that miglit in any way be used by the

enemy in crossing the Tennessee River. On the 22d information

was received that Johnson's and Morrison's brigades of Roddey's

command had crossed the Tennessee somewhere between Florence

and Clifton, on the 18th, intending to make a raid on our railroads.

The guarcls along the railroads were cautioned against an attack from
this party, and measures were immediately taken to drive Roddey
across the river. Col.A. O. Miller, Seventy-second Indiana, command-
ing one expedition, reports from Blue Water (20th), via Pulaski (27th),

tliat he engaged Johnson's brigade near Florence, routed them, killed

15, and wounded quite a number, taking them prisoners; among
them 3 commissioned officers. Our loss, 10 wounded.

Brigadier-General Gillem also reports having sent out parties from

along the line of tlie Northwestern Railroad, and their having re-

turned with Lieutenant-Colonel Brewer, 2 captains, 3 lieutenants, and
20 men as prisoners.

A jiarty of giierrillas, numbering about 150 men, attacked Tracy

City on tlie 20th, and, after having three times summoned the garri-

son' to surrender, were handsomely repulsed-by our forces.

(>tl. T. J. Harrison, Thirty-ninth Indiana (mounted infantry),

reports from Cedar Grove. 21st instant,* tliat he had sent an expedi-

tion of 200 men to Sparta, to look after the guerrillas in that vicinity.

They divided into five parties, concentrating at Sparta. Having
passed over the localities of Carter's, Champ Ferguson's, Bledsoe's,

and Murray's guerrillas, his (Harrison's) force remained on the Calt-

killer five days, and during that time killed 4, wounded 5 or 6, and

captured 15, including a captain and lieutenant, 3<^ horses, and 20

stand of arms.
Tlie Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad having been com-

pleted on the 14th instant, and trains running regularly from Nash-

ville to this point, -steps were immediately taken to commence repair-

ing the East Tennessee and Georgia Railroad. The First Division

of the Fourth Corps, Maj. Gen. D. S. Stanley commanding, was

ordered on the 24th to take up a position north of Chattanooga, be-

* Probably an error in date. See Harrison's report of January 14, p. 65.
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twecn Claickamauga Depot and tlie Hiwassee River, to protect tlie

repairs on the railroad. General Hooker, commanding Eleventh and
Twelfth Corps, was ordered to relieve Stanley's division, then sta-

tioned on the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad between White-
side's and Bridgeport.
January 28, Maj. Gen. John M. Palmer, commanding Fourteenth

Army Corps, with a portion of his command, made a reconnaissance
toward the enemy's position on Tunnel Hill. He fouiad him still

in force at that point, and the object of the movement having been
fully accomplished, General Palmer returned to Chattanooga.
February 7, Col. William B. Stokes, Fifth Tennessee Cavalry,

reports from Alexandria, Tenn. , that, in pursuance to orders, he had
recently scouted in the vicinity of Sparta after certain bands of
guerrillas infesting that neighborhood, and had succeeded in kill-

ing 17 and capturing 12, besides 30 horses and mules. Another
force, under Colonel McConnell, succeeded in killing 23 and captur-
ing 40 of the same gang. Colonel Stokes ascertained that, when
concentrated, the guerrillas in that section of the country will num-
ber 600 men, finely mounted. A scoiit also brought me information
of an attack by Roddey, with a heavy force, upon our troops sta-

tioned at Lebanon, De Kalb County, Ala., on the 3d instant. The
rebels were repulsed and driven in confusion toward Gadsden,
when, learning that Roddey was being re-enforced by Wheeler, our
troops withdrew to Sand Mountain, taking possession of saltpeter
cave, near Fort Payne.
About the 10th instant, various reports having been received that

the enemy under Johnston had weakened his force by sending re-en-
foi-cements to Polk, then opposing the advance of our forces under
General Sherman ; also that he had sent troops to aid Longstreet. in
East Tennessee, and it being the desire of the commanding general of
the military division efEectually to clear out the rebel army directly
opposed to our forces at Knoxville, I received orders on the lOtli

instant to prepare to start for Knoxville on the 13th with such force
as could safely be spared from the protection of Chattanooga and its

communications, to co-operate with the Army of the Ohio in driving
Longstreet from East Tennessee.
The army at this period had been very much weakened by the

absence of many regiments, who had gone to their respective States
to reorganize as veteran volunteers (a list of which I have the honor
to annex hereto), so that in makii>g jny preparations I found but a
small force available. My transportation was in a very poor con-
dition, notwithstanding all the efforts made to replace the animals
lost by starvation during the close investment of Chattanooga by
the enemy, and for want of horses scarcely any of the artillery could
be moved.
On the 13th the East Tennessee and Georgia Railroad was in run-

ning order to Loudon. The same day Matthies' brigade, of the
Fifteenth Corps (Army of the Tennessee), arrived at Chattanooga
from Huntsville, in pursuance to orders fr^n General Grant, and
wa,s immediately placed in position at Cleveland, in reserve. On the
l-tth I received a communication from General Grant, countermand-
ing the orders.he had given me on the 10th to proceed with a force
from my command to East Tennessee, and stating that from a con-
versation he had had with General Foster, he (General Grant) was
convinced that all that could be accomplished by the proposed cam-
paign would not compensate for the hardships upon our men, and
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the disqualifying effects it wouid have upon them and our war mate-
rial for a spring- campaign. He then went on to say, that as I had
been i^reparing for a move, he deemed it advisable to make one to
niy immediate front, the object being to gain possession of Dalton
and as far south of that as possible.

lu accordance with the above instructions, everything being in
readiness, Johnsons and Baird's divisions moved out from Chatta-
nooga and occupieil Ringgold, Ga. , on the 23d, taking up a position
on the ridge west of East Chickamauga Creek, with two regiments
of mounted infantry (Colonel Boone's Twenty-eighth Kentucky and
Colonel Harrison's Thirty-ninth Indiana), on the east side of the
creek, the former on the right flank and the latter on the left.

Carlin's brigade, of Johnson's division, was stationed about midway
between the main line and Taylor's Ridge.

Cruft's division of the Fourth Corps moved on the 22d from Blue
Springs, near Cleveland, to Red Clay. Long's brigade of cavalry
co-operated with Cruft's column, Long's instructions being to estab-

lish communication witli Cruft at Red Clay, and then push on as far

as possible toward Dalton, on the Spring Place road, observing
well the movements of the enemy, so as to give timely warning of

any attempt to turn Cruft's left flank, and should the enemy retire,

to notify Cruft, so tlxat the latter might advance from Red Clay.

During the evening of the 22d General Palmer notified me, from
Ringgold, that he had reliable information that Johnston had
dispatched Cheatham's and Cleburne's divisions to the relief of

Polk in Alabama, who was falling back before General Sherman's
column. On the 23d Davis' division of the Fourteenth Corps closed

up on the balance of General Palmer's command at Ringgold. Brig-
adier-General Matthies, commanding a brigade of the Fifteenth Corps
stationed at Cleveland in reserve, was directed to send six regiments
from his command to re-enforce General Cruft at Red Clay. Colonel
Long, having established communication with Cruft the evening
before, advanced with his brigade of cavalry along the Spring Place
road, driving in the enemy's vedettes when within 4 miles of Dal-
ton, attacking a regiment of rebel infantry which was encamped 1

mile beyond, driving them from their camp and capturing some
prisoners. The enemy then formed, and Long withdrew his com-
mand to Riissell's Mills, 4 miles east of Varnell's Station, on the

Cleveland and Dalton Railroad, and encamped there for the night.

Cruft, by instructions from General Palmer, took position on the

23d at Lee's house, situated at the cross-roads on the road leading

fr(nn Red Clay to Tunnel Hill. The command being at this time
well concentrated in the vicinity of Ringgold, and having recon-

noitered thoroughly on both flanks. General Palmer advanced to feel

the enemy in his position at Tunnel Hill, skirmislied with him 3 or

4 miles, and, finally, drove him from his jjosition entirely, to a point

about 1 mile beyond Tuiniel Hill, where he formed line and opened
on us with his battery. The main force then withdrew and went
into camp about 3 miles northwest of Tuiinel Hill, and on the morn-
ing of the 24th the line stood as follows : Baird's division south of

Taylor's Ridge, near Ringgold, with Cruft's division at Lee's house,

Johnson's and Davis' divisions in advance, tov-^ard Tunnel Hill,

with Boone's and "Harrison's regiments of mounted infantry (the

former on the left), and Harriscjn's men leading the advance toward
Tunnel Hill, Long's brigade of cavalry at Varnell's Station, on the

Cleveland and Dalton Railroad supported by Grose's brigade of
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Crnffs division. An advance was made in three columns. After
the right and left columns had moved out some distance, the center,

with the mounted infantry in advance, pushed forward and met
witli a fire at long range from a battery of Parrott guns, the enemy's
])ractice being excellent and succeeding in checking the column.
Tlie right and left columns were then set in motion and succeeded in

il; inking the enemy's battery, forcing it to retire. Davis' division

of the Fourteenth Corps was started in pursuit, and came up with
a lieavy force of rebels at Buzzard Roost, a pass through what is

called Rocky Face Ridge, which, as its name would suggest, is very

l)rocipitous and is a very strong position. Johnson's division of tlie

Fourteenth Corps was advanced to the support of Davis' position

oil the evening of the 24th; Davis confronting the enemy at Buz-
zard Roost, supported by Johnson's division jjosted a short distance

west of Tunnel Hill ; Cruft on his left ; Cruft's headquarters at Lee's

liouse. Baird's division of the Fourteenth Corps started from Tunnel
Hill at 3 a. m. on the morning of the 36tli to join General Cruft on
tlie road leading from Lee's house to Dalton, with instructions to move,
in conjunction with Cruft and Long's cavalry, down the eastern side

of Rocky Face Ridge, and endeavor to force tlie enemy out of his

])(.)sition in the pass by threatening liis right and i-eai-, while Davis,
supjiorted by Johnson, attacked him in front. In the mean time,

Hari'ison's regiment of mounted infantry (Tliirty-nintli Indiana)
occupied a gap in Rocky Face Ridge, (i miles south of Buzzard
Roost and nearly opjjosite to Dalton, his instructions being to

liold it as long as possible. Baird and Cruft found the enemy
east of the ridge in lieavy force and very strongly posted, skirmished
lieavily with him until night-fall, when both divisions were witli-

<h'awn, ascertaining before leaving tliat the enonxy was in mucli
stronger force than was sui^posed. and that in consequence of late

movements on our part lie had been obliged to oi'der back to Dalton
tlio re-enforcements lie Iiad sent to relieve Polk in Alabama. Cle-
burne's division (one of tliose reported to have gone south) attacked
Colonel Harrison's mounted infantry c;omman(l at daylight, on the
morning of the '2t'>th, and forced liim to i-etire from the gap. Being
convinced that the rebel army at Dalton largely outniimbered the
strength of the four divisions 1 had o2)]josed to it. and the movement
against Johnston being a complete success, insomuch as it caused
the I'ecalling of re-enforcements sent to oppose General Sherman's
expedition against Meridian, I concl«d<»d t(j withdraw my trfiojis to
the position they had occupied ])revious to tJie I'cconnaissaiice.

Baird's division was to fall back on the evening of the 25th to Lee's
farm, and on the 20th take position on a line of hills about a mile
north of the town of Tunnel Hill, to cover the retirement of John-
scjn's and Davis' divisions from Buzzard Roost; Davis being or-
dered to take post at his old camiJ in front of Rossville, leaving one
brigade to support Baird (ordered to take post at Ringgold), until
(ieneral Baird had sufficient time to establish his ijicket-lines. John-
son was ordered to take i)ost at Tyner's Station^ith two brigades of
his command, sending one brigade to Graysville, and placing a strong
guard in Parker's Gap, northeast of Ringgold, to protect Baird's left

tiank. Cruft was ordered to take up his old position at Ooltewah,
and at Blue Spi'ings (neiir Cleveland), sending a depot guard to pro-
tect his sujiplies at Cleveland. Long's brigade of cavalry ordered to
take ])().st at Cleveland, and keep the left flank well jiatrolled. Col-
onel Harrison, commajiding Thirty-Jiinth Indiana Mounted Infantry,
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with the Twenty-eiglitli Kentucky Monnted Infantry, Col. W. P.

Boone commanding, was posted at Leefs Tan-yard, witli instructions
to patrol the country in the direction of La Fayette, and to i^ickct

.strongly all the roads leading from Leet's in the direction of La Fay-
ette. Resaca, an<l Dalton. In accordance with these instructions,

Johnson withdrew on tlie night of the 20th to Catoosa Platform,
Davis, Baird, ajid Harrison to Ringgold, and 07i the ;i7th they all

took up the positions indicated ahove. Cruft and Long's cavalry

also fell back to Catoosa Platform on the night of the 30th, and
there took np the positions assigned them.

I have the honor to forward herewith a consolidated report of cas-

ualties ; also the report* of Col. Eli Long, commanding Second Bri-

gade, Second Division of Cavalry, and a statement of a refugee fi'om

Dalton, showing liow matters stood at that place diiring the late re-

connaissance ; the monthly returns, for Januaiy aiid Fel)i-uary, of

Col. J. G. Parkluirst, Ninth Michigan Veteran Volunteer Infantry,

]ir<n'ost-marslial-general, and that of Lieut. Col. A. P. Porter, chief

commissary of subsistence, giving the average daily issuer of rations

tn destitute citizens during the above-named inonths.

Tlie following regiments, &c., have reorganized as veteran volmi-

teers since the 31st of December, ISiJ.'i, viz :

Infantry : Second Minnesota, Fifty-eighth New York, Sixty-

eightli NeV York, Forty-fifth New York, Tenth Illinois, Fifty-ninth

Illinois. Thirty-sixth Illinois, Fifty-first Illinois, Forty-fourth Illi-

nois. F(n'ty-second Illinois, Eighty-second Ohio, Fifty-fifth Ohio,

Twentv-first Ohio. Seventeenth Ohio, Seventy-fourth (Jhio,Twenty-

sixth Ohio, Forty-first Ohio. Nineteenth Ohio, Thirty-first (.)]iio,

Tliirtv-tJiird Ohio, Fifty-first Ohio, Sixty-fourth Ohio, Fifteenth

( )hio.' Forty-ninth Ohio, Thirteenth Ohio, Seventy-first ( )hio, Sixty-

fiftli Ohio," Fortieth Ohio, Fifth Connecticut, Thirtieth Indiana,

Forty-fourth Indiana, Thirty-first Indiana, Forty-second Indiana.

Twentv-second Indiana, Tlurty-third Indiana, Fifty-seventh Indi-

ana, Fifty-first Indiana, Fifty-eighth Indiana, Fortieth Indiana,

Seventy-third Pennsylvania, One hundred and ninth Pennsylvania.

Forty-sixth Pennsylvania, Seventy-seventh Pennsylvania, Twenty-
first "Kentucky, Fourth Kentucky, Eighteenth Kentucky, Twenty-

tin I'll Kentucky, Third Maryland, Thirteenth Wisconsin, Thirteentli

Michigan. Fifteenth Missouri, Eighth Kansas.
M(junted infantry : Seventeenth Indiana, Fourteentli Michigan.

Cavalrv: Fourth Kentiicky, Sixth K*ntin-ky. Third Kentucky.

Seventh Pennsylvania, Fifth Iowa, First Ohio, Fourth Ohio, Third

Oliio.
'

Irtillery: Fifth Wisconsin Battery; Second Illinois, H Battery;

Si-cond IlUnois, I Battery; First Ohio. C Battery; First Ohio. F Bat-

t(n-y; First Ohio, B Battery; First Ohio, G Battery; Twelfth Ohio

Independent Battery; Thirteenth New Y(n-k Independent Battery;

First Michigan, E Battery; Thirteenth Indiana Battery.

Detachments : Second Massachusetts, 5 companies • Thirty-seventh

Indiana, Company I; Thirty-seventh Indiana, 47 m?"n;_ Tenth Indi-

ana, o'i men; Twenty-seventh Indiana, G companies: Fifteenth Indi-

ana. 07 men; Fifth Ohio, 7 companies; Seventh Ohio. Company F;

Twentv-fourtli Ohio, Company D; Eighteenth Ohio, 03 men; Sixty-

ninth <')hio. 41 men; Twenty-seventh Illinois, Company I; Twenty-

seventh Illinois, 'M men; Twenty-second Illinois, :U men; Twenty-first

*Seep. 473.
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Illinois, Company C ; Tenth Maine, Company D ; First New York
Artillery. Battery I, G4 men. Battery M, 64 men ; First Illinois Artil-

lery, Battery C, 40 men ; Fourth U. S. Artillery, Battery F, 48 men

;

Fifth U. S. Artillery, Battery K, 52 men ; Ninth Ohio Independent
Battery, 41 men ; First Michigan Engineers, 85 men ; First Missouri

Engineers, 84 men.
Recapitulation : Fifty-two regiments of infantry, 2 regiments of

mounted infantry, 8 regiments of cavalry, 11 batteries of artillery,

and 24 detachments.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. H. THOMAS,
Major-Oeneral, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Brig. Gen. L. Thomas,
Adjutant- General, Washington, D. C.

[Inclosure No. 1.}

Headquakters Department of the Cumberland,
Office Chief Commissary of Subsistence,

Chattanooga, Tenn., March 8, 1864,

Capt. S. C. Kellogg,
A. D. C, Hdqrs. Dept. of the Cumberland, Chattanooga:

Captain : In reply to your letter of to-day, I have the honor to

inform you that the average daily issues of subsistence stores to des-
titute citizens for the month of January, 1864, was 686^4 rations, and
for the month of Februai'y, 1864, the average daily issue was
2,944^ rations.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. P. PORTER,

Lieut. Col. and Chief C. S., Dept. of fJie Cumberland.

[Inclosure No. 2.]

Report of prisoners of war and deserters received and disposed of, and oaths
administered to citizens, during the month of January, 1864, at Chattanooga,
Tenn.

Prisoners of war captured and disposed of : a
Officers 44
Men 591

Aggregate 635

Deserters received and disposed of

:

By provost-njarslial-general 594
Bj- Captain Goodwin, assistant i)rovost-marslial-general 414

Aggregate 1, 008

Oaths administered to citizens : b
Allegiance 45
Amnesty 213

Aggregate 'S* 258

Respectfully submitted.
J. G. PARKHURST,

Col. j^intli Micliigan Vol. Inf., Provost-Mar.shal-Generul.

a The report of prisoners of war is taken from the regi.ster in Cajitain CJoodwin's
office.

bTJie report of oaths administered is taken from the records in tliis office.
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lluclosure No. 3.]

Report of prisoners of war and deserters received and disposed of, oaths adminis-
tered to citizens, and sales and issues of rations to citizens, during the month of
February, 1864.
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[Inclosure No. 5.]

Killed and iconnded at the battle of Buzzard Roost, near Dalton, Ga. , on February
24 and 25, 1864.
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Oil the 5th Col. Daniel McCook, commanding Third Brigade,
Davis' division, Fourteenth Army Coit)s, was ordered to move his
brigade to Lee and Gordon's Mills, on Chickamauga Creek ; Col. T.

J. Harrison, commanding Thirty-ninth Indiana Mounted Infantry,
stationed at Leefs Tai^-yard, was driven from his jjosition by a heavy
force of rebel cavalry, Avhich, as was subsequently ascertained through
a deserter, amounted to two brigades. They attempted to gain Har-
rison's rear, but failing to do so, retired by the same way they came.

Information was received from a reliable source that Johnston was
being re-enforced by infantry and Roddey's cavalry ; Col. Edward
McCook, commanding First Division of Cavalry, was instructed on
the 8th to place his command in camp at Cleveland, and endeavor to

recruit his animals as much as possible, sending out scouting parties

along our front.

This division had been serving with the Army of the Ohio since

tlie withdraAval of Longstreet from before Knoxville, and with long
inarches, together with the difficulty of procuring forage, the horses

and trans]3ortation of the command Avere in poor condition. On the

8th Colonel Harrison was directed to remove his command from Lee
and Gordon's Mills to a position on the road leading from the mills

to Ringgold, throwing out pickets to Leet's Tan-yard and to Wood's
Gap. Col. W. P. Boono, commanding Twenty-eighth Kentucky
Mounted Infantry, ordered to move his command to Lee and Gordon's
Mills, cind report to Col. Daniel McCook, commanding the brigade

at that ])lace.

On Ihc !ith Colonel Harrison rcconnoiterud the gaps in Taylor's

Ridge and found tlie enemy in larger force than they were jireviou.s

to file demonstration of the 5th. On the i;5th Long's brigade of

(•a\-a]ry left Cleveland for Ringgold. The Western and Atlantic

Railroad was in running order to Graysville the same day. During
the evening Colonel McCook reported, by signal, fro^ Lee and Gor-

don's Mills, that Colonel Boone had just returned from beyond La
Favette, and that he found no rebels at the gajis.

On the Kith the following information was received direct from
Dalton. and from a reliable source :

Rebel force 4o.()00. comprising HoocVk four divisioriH : Stftvcnson, on the left, soutli-

east of Dalton, O.OOO : Breckinridge, on the left center, 4,000 : Stewart on the right

center and Hindman on the right.' Hardee's four divisions ; Cleburne's on the left,

east of Dalton. O.OOO strong: Cheatham's on the right, and two others on the rail-

road. Roddey's cavalrv was near Varnell's Station»nunibering 2,000 men ; Wheeler

was in front with 11,(JOO men ; total cavalry, 13,000- to 14.000.

March IS the balance of Johnson's division. Fourteenth Corps,

reached Graysville from Tyncr's Station and Avent into camp at that

place.

On the 20tli the Western and Atlantic Railroad was in running

order to Ringgold. About this time information was sent me from

Dalton confirniatory of the report received from General Gordon
Granger, on the 5th, to the effect that a part q| Longstreet's cav-

alry was re-enforcing Johnston, said to be Martin's division. Brig.

Geii. G. M. Dodge, of the Army of the Tennessee, reported from
Athens on the 23d, by telegraph, that he had pushed down both sides

of the Tennessee Rjver and"found the enemy very strong on the south

side, and that he h*ad no doubt they were preparing for a raid. He
could not tell whether it was the whole of Forrest's fcu'ce or not.

Brig. Gen. Kenner Garrard, commanding the Second Cavalry Di-

vision, at Huntsville, was instructed to move his force to the support
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of General Dodge. In a second dispatcli General Dodge said his

troops struck the enemy 3 miles soutli of Moultoii, and after a sha^
fight fell back with a loss of 4 killed and 10 wounded, the enemy f il-

lowing for a distance of 14 miles. A number of the enemy wi .re

killed and wounded, and our force took several prisoners, amcjg
them a captain of artillery belonging to Forrest's command. In-

formation fr(jm various sources went to show a concentration of a
heavy force of cavalry in Northern Alabama, parties of rebels show-
ing themselves in the vicinity of Caperton's Ferry on the south side

of the Tennessee, and extending nearly as far west as Tuscumbic^.

Col. William B. Stokes, commanding Fifth Tennessee Cavalry,
rei)orts on the 2fith from Sparta, Tenn., the operations of his com-
mand against the guerrillas in that vicinity, having had several

engagements with them in the space of a fortnight, in which he
succeeded in completely routing and scattering them, killing and
wounding a number, among them two of their most active leaders,

Bledsoe and Champ Ferguson.
The organization of colored troojis within my command is pro-

gressing rapidly and satisfactorily. There are now on duty six fully

organized regiments, with an aggregate force of 4,000 men, and
three more regiments of infantry organizing, besides a battery of
light artillery.

The following named regiments, &c. , have reorganized as veteran
volunteers during the month of March, 1804

:

Infantry: Tenth Michigan, Thirty-sixth Ohio, Sixty-first Ohio,
Sixty-ninth Ohio, Sixtieth Illinois, Thirty-eighth Illinois, Twenty-
first Illinois.

Mounted infantry : Twenty-eighth Kentucky.
Cavalry : Second Kentucky.
Artillery : Battery G, First Missouri, Eighth Wisconsin Battery.
Detachments : Third AVisconsin Battery ; Seventy-ninth Pennsyl-

vania Infantry'; three companies Thirty-seventh Indiana Volunteer
Infantry ; five companies Thirtieth Indiana Volunteer Infantry

;

five companies Eighth Kentucky Volunteer Infantry ; detachment
Eleventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry ; Companies F and K, Fortieth
Ohio Volunteer Infa;itry.

Total : Seven regiments of infantry, one regiment of mounted
infantry, one regiment of cavalry, two batteries of artillery, and
seven detachments of all arms.
There had returned to the arnvy from furlough up to March 31

thirty-three regiments of infantry, five of cavalry, and ten batteries
of artillery, with 5,429 recruits, a list of which is annexed, marked
A.*

I have the honor to forward, herewith, the monthly return for
March of prisoners, &c., from Col. J. G. Parkhurst, provost-mar-
shal-general, and a statement of the number of rations issued to
destitute citizens diiring March, from Lieut. Col. A. P. Porter,
chief commissary, of subsistence.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient fervant,
GEO. H. THOMAS,

Major-General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

Maj. R. M. Sawyer,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

* Omitted.
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[Inclosure No. 1.]

Report of prisowrs of war and deserters received and disposed of, oaths adminis-
tered to citizens, and sales and issues of rations to citizens durinq tlie month of
March, 1864.

" •'
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Statement of the number of rations issued to destitute citizens, cfcc—Continued.

Rations.

Twelfth Army Corps, Department of tlie Cumberland
la kaa

Tyner's Station, Tenn
4nn

Graysville, Ga *""

RossviUe, Ga ,'iri
Ringgold, Ga l-^"^

Total 233,039

J. C. BEAD,
Captain and Acting Chief Commissary of Subsistence.

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
Office Chief Com. Sub., Chattanooga, Tenn., April 13, 1864.

Headquarters Department op the Cumberland,
Chattanooga, Tenn., May 2, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to report the operations of my com-
mand for the month of April as follows, viz :

On the 2d instant a force of rebels, said to be 1,500 strong, made
a demonstration in the direction of Cleveland and Charleston, E.

Tenn. , approaching to within 8 miles of Cleveland, when they divided
into parties ; one going out in the direction of Ducktown, through
the mountains, the other remaining and falling back toward Dalton
on the appearance of a force of our cavalry sent out from Cleveland
in command of Colonel La Grange, of the First Wisconsin. A scout,

who arrived at Cleveland on the 3d, reported that the above move-
ment on the part of the enemy was for the purpose of covering the
approach of a force from Longstreet's army which was on its way to

re-enforce Johnston by way of Murphy, N. C. This was afterward
ascertained to be Martin's division of cavalry.

On the 5th the following changes were ordered in the organization
of the Army of the Cumberland : The Eleventh and Twelfth Army
Corps to be consolidated and known as the Twentieth Army Corps,
commanded by Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker; Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger
relieved of the command of the Fourth Army Corps and Maj. Gen.
O. 0. Howard (formerly commanding the Eleventh Army Corps)
in his stead. - *

Maj. Gen. P. H. Sheridan having been relieved from the command
of the Second Division, Fourth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. John New-
ton was assigned to that command, and ordered to report to Major-
General Howard.
On the 10th Brig. Gen. J. W. Geary, commanding Second Di-

vision, Twentieth Army Corps, stationed along the railroad from
Bridgeport to Stevenson, was ordered to organize an expedition, con-
sisting of two regiments, with ten days' rations, and embark on the
steamer Chickamauga, taking one piece of artillery to protect the
boat, and then proceed down the Tennessee River as far as Decatur,
Ala. , examining carefully the south bank of the river, and all streams
emptying into it from the south side ; destroying all boats of what-
ever kind he might find, and notifying the inhabitants that no more
boats would be permitted to be used or built, except with the per-
mission of the commanding officer. On returning. General Geary
was to examine the north bank in the same manner, and destroy all
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boats he might find, except such as Major-General McPherson, com-
manding Army of tlie Tennessee, should need, and the boats at
Decatur or Larkin's Ferry, whicli will be the <jnly points at which
communication across the river will be permitted, notifying the
inhabitants of the same.
April 11 the cavalry command of the army was reorganized, form-

ing four divisions, of three brigades each, averaging three regiments
to a brigade.
Brigadier-General Geary returned to Bridgeport on the 15th, re-

porting the result of his expedition down the Tennessee to be that
he proceeded as far as Triana, Ala., where he came upon the enemy
in heavy force on both sides of the river ; that deeming it advisable
to proceed no farther, General Geary returned, having destroyed a
considerable number of boats both going and coming.
Information gained from deserters and others estimate the strength

of the rebel army at Dalton to be 45,000 infantry and about 12,000
cavalry. The enemy has two brigades of cavalry at Tunnel Hill,
watching ourmovements at Ringgold and the gaps through Taylor's
Ridge, and one brigade on the road leading from Dalton to Cleve-
land, picketing the approaches from that direction.
The Fourth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. O. O. Howard commanding,

having been relieved from duty with the Army of the Ohio, was
concentrated at Cleveland on the 23d, and camped at that place and
vicinity. The First Division of Cavalry, Col. Edward M. McCook
commanding, was still at that point picketing and patrolling the
country.
Frequent skirmishes have taken place during the month all along

our front, between our own and the enemy's cavalry. In quite a
sharp little affair near Leet's farm, on the 23d, we lost 5 killed and
10 wounded, besides 1 officer and 12 men taken prisoners ; the enemy
having had an overwhelming force, succeeded in gaining our rear.

A scout, who left Dalton on the 16th, reports that two divisions from
Hardee's corps were to be sent to re-enforoe Lee in Virginia ; this
force to be replaced by Loring's division from Mississippi. This
man passed through the enemy's defenses at Buzzard Roost, and
reports them very strong.

On the 29th a reconnaissance was made toward Tunnel Hill from
Ringgold, composed of 300 cavalry under Kilpatrick and Van
Derveer's brigade of infantry. They advanced to within a short dis-

tance of Tunnel Hill, driving the enemy "before them until they
developed a largely superior force, when the expedition returned to

Ringgold. About this time preparations were commenced for the
proposed- advance on Dalton in May. The Second Division of Cav-
alry, Brig. Gen. Kenner Garrard commanding, started from Co-
lumbia, Tenn. , under instructions to report to General McPherson
for further orders.

The Twentieth Army Corps, Major-Geheral Hooker commanding,
was directed to concentrate in Lookout Valley. General Rousseau's
division, of that command, to garrison the block-houses and other
points along the line of the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad

;

the balance of the corps to be placed in marching order immediately.
The Fourteenth Corps, Maj. Gen. J. M. Palmer commanding, was

to concentrate at Ringgold, Ga., as soon as possible ; and the Fourth
Corps was in readiness to move from Cleveland as soon as ordered.
Garrard's division of cavalry being under orders to report to Gen-
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eral McPherson for duty, McCook"s division (First) was to move on
Howard's left, and Kilpatrick's (Tiiiid) to t)2)erate with Palmer's
corps from Einggold.

Keliable information was received on tlie SOth from Atlanta (27th)
that heavy re-enforcements to Johnston had been passing that point
since the 30th, said to be from Mobile, estimated at 10,000. The
same person reports from Rome (38th) that jjart of Polk's corps was
there, numbering about 5,000, and still more arriving. Two trains
with artillery, fourteen pieces, had arrived that day. Martin's cav-
alry division was also there, about 4,000 men ; also, part of Polk's
corps had reached Dalton the same day (28th).

A reliable scout, sent to Dalton from Chattanooga, reaching Dal-
ton on the 35th, returned on the SOth, reporting that the whole of

Hood's corps had been moved to the front from its old position in

the immediate vicinity of Dalton. He went to Atlanta on the 27th,

but learned nothing of importance there. At Resaca he saw the
camps of Armstrong's division of cavalry, and at Rome he learned
that Loring's and another division had arrived from Mississippi,

thus corroborating information received from a different source.

During the month there have returned to this army from furlough,
as veteran volunteers, eighteen regiments of infantry, one of cav-

alry, and four batteries of artillery, with an aggregate of 3,697 re-

cruits gained while absent.

The quartermaster's department has been particularly active con-

structing store-houses, &c., at Chattanooga. I have the honor to

inclose herewith lists of steamers and other transportation employed
by the quartermaster's department on the Upper Tennessee, and of

the mililary store-houses at Chattanooga and Bridgeport; also the
monthly report of the transactions of the provost-marshal's depart-
ment.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. H. THOMAS,

Major- General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding,
Lieut. Col. R. M. Sawyer,

A. A. Q., Military Division of the Mississippi.

[IncloBure No. 1.]

List
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[Inclosure No. 2. ]
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List of military store-houses built and in process of construction at Chattanooga,
Tenn., May 1, 1864.

No.
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[Inclosnre No. 4.]

Hdqrs. Department of the Cumberland,
Office Provost-Marshal General,

Chattanooga, Temi., May 3, 1804.

Capt. S. C. Kellogg,
Aide-de-Camp, Department of the Cumberland:

Captain : In compliance with yonr instructions of the 1st instant,
I have the honor to submit the following report of prisoners of war,
rebel deserters, and oaths administered during the naonth of April,
1864

:
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January 17, slight skirmish with tlio enemy; under orders fell back
to Strawberry Plains at night ; Third Division in the rear.
January 18, encamped at Flat Creek, Tenn., and beyond Holston

River, in vicinity of Strawberry Plains.
January 20, ordered and moved to Sevierville via Knoxville.
January 21, passed through Knoxville and went into camp south

of tlie Holston.
January 23, two brigades of Second Division ordered to Loudon

and one brigade to Kingston; two brigades of Third Division ordered
to Maryville and one brigade to Lenoir's ; * moved on same day.
January 25, in position with headqiiarters at Loudon.
January 2G to 28, First Division brigade camps at Bridgeport,

Shellmound, and Whiteside's broken up and division moved toward
Chattanooga.
January 29 and 30, in position near Tyiier's Station.

FEBRUARY.

First Division.

Broke up camp at Tyner's Station and moved First Brigade to
Blue Springs on the 5th; Second Brigade toward Ooltewah on the
3d, thence to Blue Springs on the 0th ; Third Brigade toward
Charleston on the 2d, thence to Cleveland on the 4th, toward
Ooltewah on the otli, and to Blue Springs on the 6th. The First
Brigade at Blue Springs during month guarding East Tennessee and
Georgia Railroad; Second and Third Brigades engaging in recon-
naissance toward Dalton, Ga. ; on the 22d skirmishing with enemy,
and on the 28th returning to camp. Brigadier-General Cruft in com-
mand of division from 13th until close of the month, Major-General
Stanley being temporarily absent.

Second Division.

The First Brigade broke up camp at Kingston, and was moved to
Loudon under department orders of the 31st ultimo. Division en-
camped at Loudon during the month, procuring forage and subsist-

ence, guarding depots and railroads and establishing ferries. Four
regiments from Third Brigade and section of artillery moved to

Sweet Water on the 17tli and returnecl ofi 22d. During absence of
Major-General Sheridan Brigadier-General Wagner in command
from the 24th instant.

Third Division.

Under orders from department commander to concentrate at

Knoxville, was moved on the 15th, and reported at Knoxville to

Major-General Schofield on ICth. Moved to Fla^ Creek on 24th, to

Strawberry Plains on 27th, and to New Market on 28tli. Brigadier-
General Wood returning from absence resumed command on the
12th. Headquarters of the corps during the month at Loudon, Tenn.

*The return of Third Division reports that the Forty-fourth Indiana. Eighth Kan-
sas, Twenty-third Kentucky, and Thirteenth, Fifteenth, Nineteenth, Forty-first, and
Forty-ninth Ohio Regiments were sent home during the month on veteran furlough.
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MARCH.

First Division.

March 12, lieadquarters moved to Blue Springs ; First Brigade sta-

tioned at Ooltewah and Second and Third Brigades at Blue Springs
during the month, doing the ordinary camp duties.*

Second Division.

At Loudon, Teun., assisting in the construction of railroad bridge
over Tennessee River, guarding stores, &c.

Third Division.

Made no movement of importance until the 19th, when it marched
to Strawberry Plains, and leaving tlie First Brigade to garrison that

post, i^roceeded to Rutledge, Tenn.
March 24, moved to Powder Spring Gap and opened communica-

tion with Cumberland Gap, and several expeditions were made to

ascertain the position and movements of the enemy. Headquarters
of the corps at Loudon, Tenn., during the month.

APRIL.

First Division has not changed position since last return ; Second
Division marched from Loudon to Cleveland, Tenn., on the 15th,

16th, 17th, and 18th instant ; Third Division marched from Straw-
berry Plains about the 1st instant, and by easy marches proceeded
to its present position [near McDonald's]. Headquarters moved on
the 10th instant.

Eleventh Army Corps, f

JANUARY.

Second Division, commanded by Col. Adolphus Buschbeclc, Twenty-
seventh Pennsylvania Infantry.

The division has remained in camjf during the past month ; has,
besides usual guard details, furnished large working parties on
military roads and railroad. The following regiments re-enlisted as
veteran volunteers and left the command to go to their respective
States on recruiting service : January 4, the Seventy-third Ohio
Volunteer Infantry, with 29 officers and 477 men. January 11, the
Fifty-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, with 27 officers and 423 men

;

the Seventy-third Pennsylvania Vdlunteers, with 15 officers and 164
men. From these regiments there remained here the following
numbers of men, who either were debarred the jjrivilege of re-en-

listing by the limited term of their previous service or were unwill-
ing to re-enlist : From the Seventy-third Pennsylvania Volunteers,

» •
~~ ~~

*The Twenty-first, Thirty-first, and Thirty-eighth Illinois Regiments on veteran
furlough.

t Commanded by Maj. Gen. Oliver O. Howard from April 3, 1863, to April 18, 1864,

when it was consolidated with the Twelfth Corps to form the Twentieth Corps.
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185 men, transferred to the Twenty-seventh Pennsylvania Volun-
teers ; from the Fifty-fifth Ohio Volunteer Infantry, 118 men, and
from the Seventy-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry, IG men, in all 134
men who were transferred to the One hundred and thirty-sixth New
York Volunteers.

Tliird Division, commanded by Maj. Gen. Carl Schurz.

Five of the regiments of this division, having re-enlisted as vet-
erans, left for home, as follows : The Fifty-eighth New York Vol-
unteers and the Seventy-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers on January
8 ; the Eighty-second Ohio Volunteers on January 10, and the Sixty-
eighth New York Volunteers on January 13.

January 35, at 7 a. m. , this division marched from Lookout Valley
and assumed the following stations : The Third Brigade, with the
Twenty-sixth Wisconsin Volunteers of tlie Second Brigade, were
posted at Whiteside's, Teiiii. ; the remainder of the Second Brigade
at Shellmound, Tenn., and the First Brigade at a point opposite
Bridgeport, Ala. Division headquarters were established at Shell-
mound, Tenn., where they have since remained. The division
serves as a guard for the U. S. military railroad along this route,
and is engaged in guard, picket, patrol, and scouting duty.

FEBRUARY.

First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. William T. Ward.

February 22, the First Brigade, First Division, was ordered by
headquarters Department of the Cumberland to inarch to Bridge-
port, Ala., reporting to Maj. Gen. O. 0. Howard, commanding
Eleventh Corps, for assignment to station.

February 33, marched from Nashville.

February 29, reached Tullahoma. The Second Brigade, on the
removal of the First Brigade from Nashville, was ordered by Major-
General Rousseau, commanding District of Nashville, to take post

as follows : The Thirty-third Indiana, Nashville, Tenn. ; Eighty-
fiftii Indiana, La Vergne and Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad

;

Twenty-second Wisconsin, Nashville, Tenn., and Nineteenth Mich-
igan, McMinnville, Tenn.

Division headquarters moved, and is now (March 15) with the
First Brigade in Lookout Valley.

Second Division, commanded by Col. Adolj)lius BuscJibecTc, Twenty^
seventh Pennsylvania Infantry.

The division remains still in camp as at date of last return. No
important military operations have taken place ; time employed in

drilling and promoting the efficiency of the comm'fcnd.

First Brigade, Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Hector
Tyndale.

This brigade has been lying during the entire month at a point on
the south bank of the Tennessee River opposite Bridgeport, Ala.

It has been engaged during a gi'eat part of the month in rendering
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the place secure from attack by constructing works, slashing timber,

and obstructing various roads and means of ingress by which an

enemy might approach. The Forty-fifth Regiment New York Vol-

unteer Infantry proceeded on furlough as a veteran organization on

February 2, and is still absent.

MARCH.

First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Williavi. T. Ward.

March 2, division headquarters, with First Brigade, left Tullahoma.

March 10, reached Wauhatchie, Tenn., where they were encamped
by order of Major-General Howard, commanding Eleventh Army
Corps ; Second Brigade stationary.

March ^5, the Thirty-third Indiana went home as veterans. The
remainder of their men (252) were temporarily assigned to the

Eighty-fifth Indiana.

Second Division, commanded hy.Brig. Gen. Adolph von Steinwehr.

The division remains in camp in Lookout Valley; position un-
changed. The Fifty-fifth and Seventy-third Ohio Volunteer Infantry
have returned from furlough.
March 30, the First Brigade of this division made a reconnaissance

to McLemore's Cove. Nothing important was obtained, and no
engagement.

Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Hector Tyndale.

During the month the division has been performing guard duty
along the U. S. military railroad from Bridgeport to Wauhatchie,
sending out continually scouting parties in a southerly direction.

The Fifty-eighth and Sixty-eighth New York Veteran Volunteers,
the Eighty-second Ohio Veteran Volunteers, and the Thirteenth
New York Veteran Battery have returned from their furloughs.
The Sixty-first Ohio Volunteers, having re-enlisted as veterans, have
gone to Ohio. Battery K, First Michigan Artillery, has been de-
tached from the division, and Battery I, of same regiment, has joined
the division from Nashville.
March 24, the organization of the division was changed to two

brigades by yirtue of Special Orders,*No. GO, headquarters Eleventh
Corps.

TvsTELPTH Army Corps.*

JANUARY.

First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Alpheus S. Williams.

The division remained in camp in same position as during the
month of December, guarding the Nashville and Chattanooga Rail-

road between Wartrace and Stevenson. All the old regiments of

this division have re-enlisted. Two regiments have gone home in a

*Coininanded by Maj. Gen. Henry W. Slocum from September 13, 1863, to April

18, 1864, when it was consolidated with the Eleventh Corps to form the Twentieth
Corps.
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body during the month and three more are ready to follow. Pur-
suant to orders from the War Department one regiment, the One
hundred and forty-fifth New Yorli Volunteers, has been disbanded,
the commissioned officers and surplus non-commissioned officers

mustered out, and the privates transferred to other New York regi-

ments in the division. The work upon fortifications along the line

of the railroad has been carried on during the entire month.
January 20, the garrison at Tracy City was attacked by guerrillas

in numbers greatly superior to those of tlie garrison, and after a
sharp fight of about two hours the enemy were rej)ulsed. Our cas-

ualities were 2, viz : One captain severely wounded and 1 enlisted

man mortally wounded.

Second Division, eornmanded by Brig. Gen. John W. Oeary.

The division remained in camp in Lookout Valley until the 4th in-

stant, when it marched to Bridgeport, Ala. , two brigades encamping
at that place and the Third Brigade being sent to Stevenson. The
strength present for duty of the command has been much reduced
by the re-enlistment of veterans and their departure on furlough.
During the month the following organizations left the command,
having re-enlisted : First Brigade—five companies One hundred
and forty-seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, January 3 : seven com-
panies Fifth Ohio Volunteers, January ^7 ; Second Brigade—One
hundred and ninth Pennsylvania Vokinteers. January 20 ; Third
Brigade—Seventy-eighth and One hundred and second New York
Volunteers, January 1 ; Artillery, Independent Battery E, Penn-
sylvania Volunteers, January 6. The remaining troops of the First
and Second Brigades are doing garrison duty, &c., at the post at

Bridgeport, and the Third Brigade at Stevenson.

FEBRUARY.

First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Alpheus S. Williams.

This division remains on the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad,
and owing to tlie reduction of effective strength, in consequence of the
return home of veteran regiments on furlough, it has been relieved

by the Second Division from that part of the line from Stevenson to

Tantalon. - •»

During the month the re-enlisted portions of Forty-sixth Penn-
sylvania, Third Maryland, and Twenty-seventh Indiana Infantry
Regiments, and of Battery F, Fourth United States; M, First New
York, and Ninth Ohio, have left on furlough; the Third Regiment
Wisconsin Veteran Volunteers and Second Massachusetts Veteran
Volunteers have returned. The tax levied upon citizens of Lincoln
County for the support of the families of.men murdered in December
has been collected this month. On the return (rf the expedition,
while on the march, 2 privates of the One liundrecrand fiftieth New
York Volunteer Infantry became separated from the column and
were killed by guerrillas. An expedition was also sent into another
portion of Lincoln County to break up a band of troublesome guer-
rillas, and they succBeded in capturing a number of the outlaws, who
are now undergoing trial before a military commission.
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Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. John W. Geary.

The division lay encamped on the Nashville and Chattanooga Kail-

road ; the First and Second Brigades and the artillery at Bridgeport,
and Third Brigade at Stevenson, Ala., guarding the railroad and
performing provost duty until the 11th instant.

February 11, the line was extended, and four companies of the
Third Brigade were detached and sent to Anderson, Tenn., to guard
that post, and four companies of the First Brigade were detached
and sent to Caperton's Ferry, on Tennessee Eiver, between Steven-
son and Bridgeport, Ala.
February 20, information was received that the rebel Morgan in-

tended making a raid on this post, with a view of destroying the
railroad bridge over the Tennessee or tearing up the track of the
railroad at some adjacent point, for the purpose of interrupting
communication with Chattanooga. Every preparation was made to

repel attack, and on the 21st the One hundred and forty-seventh
Pennsylvania Volunteers, under Lieut. Col. A. Pardee, were sent
on reconnaissance to Jasper, Tenn., to ascertain the whereabouts of

the enemy, if any. They returned on the 22d, and reported no in-

dication of the presence of an enemy.
February 22, a telegram was received from Major-General Hooker,

stating that Cleburne's division was then at La Fayette, Ga., in-

tending to attack the railroad opposite Bridgeport or between that
place and Chattanooga. Guns were put in position, the earth-works
strengthened, and the command fully prepared to defeat any design
of destroying the bridges or railroad in the occupation of the divis-
ion, but the enemy did not appear. A line of pickets extends from
a point on the right bank of the Tennessee River, 3 miles above
Bridgeport, to a point 1^ miles south of Anderson, Tenn., guarding
the fords on the river and patrolling the railroad, one company
being at Widow's Creek bridge, on railroad. Division headquar-
ters at Bridgeport, Ala.

MARCH.

First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Alpheus S. Williams.

The division remains on the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad,
as per last report, performing abpul; the same d\ity as heretofore.
The veteran regiments are returning as their furloughs expire.
About two-thirds of the rails on the McMinnville branch railroad
have been taken up during the month and brought to TuUahoma
without any casualties. One attack only has been made on the rail-

road, and that very soon repulsed without loss upon our side. Some
negroes in the railroad employ were run off, and some of them, it is

reported, were murdered. The attack was by tearing up the track
half way between the post at Estill Springs and the trestle bridge
at Poor Man's Creek. A train was thrown cJff and the cars set on
lire, but three only were burned, a portion of the guard at Estill
Springs arriving in time to save the others.

Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. John W. Geary.

The division is encamped as reported on February return, viz :

First and Second Brigades and artillery at Bridgeport, Ala., and
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Third Brigade at Stevenson, Ala.
,
guarding Nashville and Chatta-

nooga Railroad and its bridges between Bridgeport, Ala. , and Ander-
son, Tenn. Four companies of First Brigade are at Caperton's Ferry,
on Tennessee River, and one company at Widow's Creek bridge, on
railroad.

March 17, the Twenty-ninth Ohio and One hundred and forty-

seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers, of First Brigade, under the gen-
eral commanding the division, made a reconnaissance to Trenton,
Ga. No considerable bodies of the enemy were ascertained to be in

the vicinity. Small parties were reported in Will's Valley, and 6

rebel soldiers of Cleburne's division were captured.
March 18, expedition returned.
March 31, an expedition, consisting of the Fifth Ohio and Twenty-

eighth Pennsylvania, of the First Brigade, under Colonel Candy, pro-

ceeded down the Tennessee for the purpose of scouring the country
and capturing guerrillas reported in the neighborhood. The column
has not yet returned, and no intelligence has been received from it

up to this date.

During the month the following veteran organizations returned to

the command from furlough : Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Volun-
teers, First Brigade, March 8 ; One hundred and forty-seventh Penn-
sylvania Volunteers, First Brigade, March 6 ; Fifth Ohio Volunteers,

First Brigade, March 26 ; One hundred and eleventh Pennsylvania
Volunteers, Second Brigade, March 9 ; One hundred and second New
York Volunteers, Third Brigade, March 13 ; Independent Battery
E, Pennsylvania Volunteers, March 8. The Twenty-ninth and One
hundred and ninth Pennsylvania, of Second Brigade, and one com-
pany of Seventh Ohio, of First Brigade, are still absent. Battery

K, Fifth U. S. Artillery (4 commissioned officers and 93 enlisted

men), was relieved from duty with division March 39 by Special

Orders, No. 16, headquarters chief of artillery, Department of the

Cumberland, March 13, 1864, and Battery B, First Ohio Volunteer
Artillery (4 commissioned officers and 184 enlisted men), reported

for duty March 28 in pursuance of same order. Division headquar-
ters are at Bridgeport, Ala.

Fourteenth Army Corps.*

JANUARY.

First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson.

Two regiments—Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania and Twenty-first

Wisconsin Volunteers—of the Third Brigade have remained in camp
on Lookout Mountain during the month.
January 21, the remainder of the command changed camp from

the right of the line to the vicinity of Fort Wood. The following

regiments, having re-enlisted as veterans, were fu^loughed during

the month to their respective States : The Twenty-first. Thirty-third,

and Seventy-fourth Ohio, and the Thirty-eighth and Forty-second

Indiana.
The division has been engaged during the month on grand guard

and fatigue duty.

* Commanded by Maj. Gen. John M. Palmer from October 28, 1863, to August

6, 1864.
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Second Diviaiuii, commanded hij Bri(j. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis.

Camp of ilie division located near RosHville, Ga.
January 20, a recounaissaiice was ordered to the front. The divis-

ion moved out to Ringgold, where it remained until the 28th, when
it marched back to camp.*

Second Brigade, Tliird Division, commanded by Col. Gustave Kam-
merling. Ninth Ohio Infantry.

During the month this brigade has laid in camp, doing heavy
picket and fatigue duty. The One hundred and first Indiana is sta-

tioned at Rossville, picketing the gap there.
January 26, the Thirty-fifth and One himdred and fifth Ohio and

Seventy-fifth Indiana, under command of Lieut. Col. William
O'Brien, Seventy-fifth Indiana, marched to Harrison, returning the
29th.

FEBRUARY.

The First and Third Divisions were encamped at Chattanooga
until February 22 ; Second Division at Rossville, Ga.
February 22, the First and Third Divisions marched to Ringgold,

Ga.
February 23, the First Division pushed forward to Tunnel Hill,

with slight skirmishing ; Second Division moved up to Ringgold,
Ga.
February 24, whole corps moved upon the enemy (excepting one

brigade of Second Division left to guard gap at Ringgold) and drove
the advance of the enemy, with some heavy skirmishing, back to
Buzzard Roost Ga,p.

February 25 and 20, skirmishing continued.
February 27, the troops retired, First Division to Tyner's Station,

Second Division to Rossville, and Third Division to Ringgold, which
positions theynow hold. Loss during the reconnaissance was slight,
considering the amount of work done and strength of the enemy.

MARCH.

First Division, commanded by Bfigf Gen. Richard W. Johnson.

The First and Third Brigades of the division, together with divis-
ion headquarters, remained at Tyner's Station, Tenn.. until March
19 ; then marched to Graysville, Ga., situated on Western and
Atlantic Railroad, 18 miles southeast of Chattanooga, where Second
Brigade has been encamped during the entire month. The Seventy-
eighth Pennsylvania and Twenty-first Wisconsin Regiments re-
mained detached on Lookoiit Mountain duyng the month ; also
Second Battalion, Fifteenth U. S. Infantry, and Fifteenth Kentucky
Infantry at Chattanooga. Battery H, ^Ifth U. S. Artillery, was
relieved from duty with division March 12, Special Orders, No. 16,
current series.- chief of artillery. Department of the Cumberland.
Remaining two batteries—Battery A, First Michigan Artillery, and
Battery C, First Illinois Artillery—joined division from Chatta-

* The Tenth and Sixteenth Illinois on veteran furloufth.
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iiooga March 30. Three regiments of division occupy outposts at

Parkers Gap, 4 miles southeast of Graysville ; remainder of divis-

ion been engaged in grand guard, fatigue-duty, target practice, and
drill.

Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis.

This division remained in camp during the month, the First and
Second Brigades at McAfee's Church, and Third Brigade at Lee
and Gordon's Mills. The troops of the three brigades available for
duty of regiments present were reviewed on the 31st by Major-Gen-
eral Thomas.

First Brigade, Tliird Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. John B.
Turchin.

Brigade remained in camp at Ringgold, Ga. , during the month.
March 10, the Thirty-sixth Ohio was ordered from Chattanooga,

Tenn., to Marietta, Ohio, on furlough as veteran volunteers.

March 12, the Seventeenth Ohio Veteran Volunteers rejoined the
brigade from furlough. The Thirty-first Ohio Veteran Volunteers
are on the road between Nashville and Chattanooga, marching to

join the brigade.

APRIL.

First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson.

The division has been encamped during the entire month at

Graysville, Ga., brigades alternately performing picket and out-

post duty. The Seventy-eighth Pennsylvania Infantry and Twenty-
first Wisconsin Infantry have been stationed on Lookout Mountain,
near Chattanooga, Tenn., during the month.

April 8, the Second Battalion, Fifteenth U. S. Infantry, detached
and nitherto forming part of garrison at Chattanooga, rejoined the

division.

Diiring the month the Thirty-third and Seventy-fourth Ohio and
Forty-second Indiana Infantry rejoined division from veteran fur-

lough. The Sixty-ninth Ohio Infantry absent during entire month
on veteran furlough. " ""

Battery A, First Michigan Artillery, was relieved from duty with

division, and Battery I, First Ohio Artillery, assigned to division by
special field orders, headquarters chief of artillery. Department of

the Cumberland, April, 1864.

Second Division, cominanded by Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis.

The First and Second Brigades at camp near Ross^jrille, and Third
Brigade at Lee and Gordon's Mills, Ga., during the month.

Second Brigade, Tliird Division, commanded by Col. Ferdinand Van
Derveer, Thirty-fifth Ohio Infantry.

The brigade has been lying in camp at Ringgold Gap all this month,
picketing the east front. No marches or scouts of any importance

have been made, except en Friday, the 29th, when four regiments of



32 KT., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. HJV.

the brigade, under the brigade commander, supported the advance
and covered the -withdra-vval of a cavalry reconnaissance under Brig-

adier-General Kilpatrick.

Twentieth Army Corps.

APRIL.

Twentieth Army Corps, commanded by Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker.

This corps was organized from the Eleventh and Twelfth Corps by-

Special Field Orders, No. 105, headquarters Department of the Cum-
berland, April 14, 1864,* as follows :

The First Division, Brig. Gen. A. S. Williams commanding, by
the consolidation of the First (Division, Twelfth Army Corps, and
First Brigade, Third Division, Eleventh Army Corps, with the Forty-
fifth New York Volunteers.
The Second Division, Brig. Gen. John W. Geary commanding, by

the consolidation of the Second Division, Twelfth Army Corps, and
the First Brigade, Second Division, Eleventh Army Corps, with the

One hundred and nineteenth New York Volunteers.

The Third Division, Maj. Gen. Daniel Butterfield commanding, by
the consolidation of the First Division and the Second Brigade, Second
l3ivision, Eleventh Army Corps, with the Twenty-sixth Wisconsin
and Twentieth Connecticut.
The Fifty-eighth and Sixty-eighth New York Volunteers and Sev-

enty-fifth Pennsylvania Volunteers, of the Eleventh Corps, trans-

ferred to the Fourth Division, which has, by Special Field Orders,
No. 129, headquarters Department of the Cumberland, been detached
from the corps and ordered to report direct to department liead-

quarters. No reports have been received from it.

The First Division until the 38th was stationed along the line of
communications from Murfreesborough to Tantalon. The Third
Brigade between Bridgeport and Shellmound, with detachments at
Tracy City and Shelbyville. At that date command marched to the
front.

The Second Division, First and Third Brigades, stationed on rail-

road between Tantalon and Bridgeport ; Second Brigade in Lookout
Valley.
The Third Division, First and Tfeir^ Brigades, in Lookout Valley;

the Second Brigade en route from Nashville to join the division.

April 13, pursuant to orders from department headquarters. Gen-
eral Geary, commanding [Second] Division, with tlie Seventh and
Sixty-sixth Ohio, detachments of the Twenty-eighth and One hun-
dred and forty-seventh Pennsylvania, and a section of Battery E,
Pennsylvania Volunteers, i)roceedcd down the Tennessee on the
steam-boat Chickaniauga, for the purpose of examining the river-
banks from Bridgeport to Decatur and destroying all boats not
needed for military purposes. The expedition met with no material
opposition until approaching Guntersville, where a considerable body
of rebel cavalry was found drawn up. A detachment of infantry
v/as landed and advanced to meet the enemy, and our artillery opened
on him from the boat, when he fled into the town, from which he

* In accordance with General Orders, No. 144, War Department. Adjutant-Greneral's
Ofiace, April 4, 1864. Commanded by Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker to July 27, 1864,
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was soon dislodged, the town falling into our possession. A rebel
mail was also captured there hy us. The expedition next proceeded
down to Whitesburg, gaining information of the enemy's where-
abouts, and thence down toward Triana, where on the north side a
force fully equal to ours was discovered drawn iip in line, and on the
south side was seen a much larger force with a piece of artillery.

Information had been received at the bluffs, where we destroyed a
large boat, that the enemy expected a battery of artillery at Triana.
Owing to the insufficient character of the defenses of the boat, the
machinery being utterly unprotected, and the fact that numbers of
lives would be lost without accomplishing any material object if we
attempted to pass through the narrows in opposition to the enemy,
it was resolved to head upstream and regain Guntersville as soon as
possible, the expedition having got within 14 miles of Decatur.

April 13, the expedition reached Whitesburg on its return in the
evening and examined the north bank of the river on the passage.
April 15, reached Bridgeport aboiit 3 a. m., having destroyed 47

boats and captured 4 prisoners, with but 3 casualties on our side.

Important information was also gleaned of movements of the enemy
on both banks of the river.

Cavalry.*

JANUARY.

First Cavalry Division, commanded by Col. Edward M. McCook,
Second Indiana Cavalry.

January 1 and 2, in camp at Talbott's Station, Tenn.
January 3, the division moved back to Mossy Creek 3 miles, and

remained in camp until the 14th. Weather very cold and snowy.
Officers and men suffering severely for lack of tents or other shelter

and of clothing. During this time foraging and scouting parties

sent to the front captured over 50 of the enemy and killed and
wounded several in the different skirmishes that took place.

January 14, marched in rear of Garrard's and Wolford's divisions

of cavalry (Army of Ohio) to Dandridge ; 10 miles.

January 15, remained in camp.
January 16, at 12 m. marched on Morristown road, the enemy's

cavalry falling back to near Kimbrougtfs €ross-Roads, where their

infantry was discovered in strong force. The division returned,

found Wolford being pressed back on the right of Morristown road,

and, forming upon his left, drove the enemy back some distance.

Our casualties, 2 killed and 6 wounded ; enemy's loss not known.
January 17, at 1 p. m. the enemy advanced with heavy columns

of infantry, attacking picket-post of Second Brigade, on the right

of Morristown road. The brigade formed on the picket-line, and,
despite the several attempts of the enemy, made wiyi overwhelming
numbers of infantry, to gain possession of the wooded emineuce,
they were repulsed, and after the third attempt ceased. Their colors

fell three times in one advance. Their solid, heavy columns suffered

severely from the deliberate, well-directed fire of our men. This
was the first occasion upon which the division had met the enemy's
infantry, and here they successfully repulsed the flower of Long-

*Commanded by Brig. Gen. Washington L. Elliott.
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street's rebel corps. Our casualties were 48 killed, wounded, and
missing. The division captured 21 prisoners and many dead and
wounded. The enemy subsequently acknowledged to citizens of

Dandridge a loss of 340 killed, wounded, and missing. The First

Brigade was not engaged. Our line was maintained until 11 p. m.,

when under orders from General Elliott, chief of cavalry, Depart-

ment of the Cumberland, division fell back over the Mossy Creek
and New Market roads, bringing off all our killed, wounded, trans-

portation, &c. Division marched to McKinney's Ford, Holston
•River, crossed and proceeded via Strawberry Plains to Flat Creek,

arriving 2 p. m. of January 18 ; 20 miles.

January 19, marched via Knoxville, recrossed Holston River at

Knoxville and 13 miles on Sevierville road ; 24 miles.

Januarj'- 20, marched to Cannon's house on Pigeon River, 3 miles

from Sevierville ; 14 miles.

January 21, marched by Flat Creek road to Jim Evans' Ford, on
French Broad River ; 15 miles. Picketed French Broad at different

fords. Enemy's cavalry on north bank of the river.

January 32, scouts captured 19 prisoners and 4 wagons, part of

forage party of the enemy, near Wilsonville.

January 23, moved to Muddy Creek; 3 miles. Detachments of

the Second Brigade captured 16 prisoners.

January 24, camped at Muddy Creek ; detachment of the First

Brigade made a reconnaissance to the mouth of Nola Chucky River.

French Broad and Nola Chucky Rivers fordable at almost every
point.

January 25, under orders from General Sturgis, chief of cavalry.

Department of the Ohio, moved back via Fair Garden and Sevier-

ville to Cannon's house, on the Pigeon River.
January 26, at 5 p. m. enemy discovered advancing on Fair Gar-

den road. Division was advanced beyond Sevierville to west of

Middle Fork of Pigeon River, enemy opening on our line with artil-

lery.

January 27, at daylight Campbell's (First) brigade was advanced
across Middle Fork of Pigeon River at Hodsden's house, driving the
enemy from their strong position west of Big East Pigeon to the east

bank of the latter fork. Colonel La Grange's (Second) brigade being
sent to the left on Stafford's road, which intersects Fair Garden road
about 3 miles from Fair Garden. Enemy's new position was a strong
one in the timber, and with their la^g^y superior numbers (being two
divisions, Morgan's and Armstrong's, under command of General
Martin, chief of cavalry) they made sti^bborn resistance to the
advance of the division, but they were steadily driven with great
loss, and at the intersection of the Stafford and Fair Garden roads
detachments of Second and Fourth Indiana Cavalry, led by Colonel
La Grange, completed the rout that had already begun by a dashing
saber charge, capturing two 3-inch tiffed Rodman guns, the battle-flag

of General Morgan, his body-servant, and a^arge number of prison-
ers, and sabered several of the cannoneers and supports. The regi-

mental colors of the Thirty-first Indiana Volunteer Infantry and a
silk American flag in the possession of the rebels were also recapt-
ured. Morgam's rebel division was thoroughly broken, routed, and
dispersed. Division captured 113 prisoners, 11 being commissioned
officers, 3 of the latter ibeing regimental commanders. The enemy
left a large number of dead and wounded in our hands, and their loss

must have been over 350. Our casualties, 28 killed and wounded
;

no troops but those of the division were engaged.
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January 38, advanced with Garrard's and Wolford's divisions to
Swann's island Ford, French Broad Eiver j Wolford being engaged,
La Grange's (Second) brigade was advanced to his support. Our
casualties, 2 killed and 4 wounded. Under orders from General
Sturgis returned to Hodsden's house, Middle Fork of Pigeon Eiver.
January 39, marched to Wear's Cove, Tenn. ; 16 miles.
January .30, to this station ; 12 miles. Third Brigade detached

during the month in Department of the Cumberland.

Second Cavalry Division, commanded by Col. Abram 0. Miller,
Seventy-second Indiana Infantry {mounted).

Division headquarters remained in camp at Pulaski, Tenn., from
the 1st to the 13th. During this time the following regiments of the
division re-enlisted as veteran volunteers, and retiirned home on fur-
lough : Fifth Iowa and Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry, of the First
Brigade ; First, Third, and Fourth Ohio Cavalry, of the Second Bri-
gade, and Seventeenth Indiana Volunteers, of the Third Brigade.
The Fourth U. S. Cavalry, First Brigade, and Seventy-second
Indiana Volunteers, Third Brigade, were detached with General
Smith, chief of cavalry. Division of the Mississippi. Divison head-
quarters, with part of the Third Brigade and Chicago Board of Trade
Battery, moved on the 12th to Huntsville, Ala. , and remained there
during the month. Detachments of regiments belonging to the
different brigades of the division were actively engaged during the
latter part of the month on scouting expeditions into East Tennes-
see and Northern Georgia. Headquarters Second Brigade remained
in camp at Calhoun, Tenn. Colonel Long, commanding post,

engaged in building a pontoon bridge and constructing two ferries

across the Hiwassee River. Scouting parties were frequently sent
out, capturing many prisoners and picking up numbers of deserters.

January 25, part of the Third Brigade had a sharp engagment
with a brigade of the enemy, under General Johnson, near Florence,
Ala. , driving him across the Tennessee River with considerable loss.

First Brigade, Second Cavalry Division, commanded by Col. Robert
H. G. Minty, Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

January 1, the brigade was at Pulaski, Tenn., but was soon dis-

persed by the regiments going home on veteran furloughs, &c.
January 5, the Fourth U. S. Cavalry moVed, in compliance with

orders from Brig. Gen. W. S. Smith, from Pulaski, and arrived at

Corinth, Miss., January 10.

January 11, it left Corinth by railroad and reached La Grange,
Tenn., the next day.
January 12, the headquarters of the brigade started for Hunts-

ville, Ala., where it arrived on the 14th, and remained for the rest

of the month.
January 36, the Fourth U. S. Cavalry left La Graage and marched

to Collierville, Tenn., where it remained until Febi'uary 1. The
Seventh Pennsylvania Cavalry left Pulaski, Tenn., on the 2d, having
re-enlisted as veteran volunteers, and proceeded to Nashville, where
it remained until the_^18th.

On the 2oth it arrived at Harrisburg, Pa. , via Cairo, 111.

On the 27th was furloughed for thirty days.

The Fourth Michigan Cavalry, the detachment under Major Rob-
bins, on courier duty between Harrison and Calhoun, Tenn., on the



36 KT., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XLTV.

4th reported to Colonel Long, at Calhotin, and marched with his

brigade to Cleveland and Charleston. From the 12th to the 31st it

was on picket at Columbus ; from the 21st to the 31st on duty at

Calhoun. The detachment under Major Gray left Pulaski on the
9th and on the 19th arrived at Rossville, Ga. ; 160 miles.

During the remainder of the month this detachment was employed
in scouting the country in connection with the Twenty-eighth Ken-
tucky Regiment, all being under the command of Colonel Boone,
Twenty-eighth Kentucky. It was engaged in one or two slight

skirmishes.
The Fifth Iowa Cavalry left Pulaski, Tenn., on the 7th, having

re-enlisted. Moved to Nashville, where it remained for the balance
of the month, being delayed in getting the veteran bounties. The
Tliird Indiana Cavalry was stationed for the most of the month at

Maryville, near Knoxville, E. Tenn. It has made no report of its

marches or actions.

Second Brigade, Second Cavalry Division, commanded by Col. Eli
Long, Fourth Ohio Cavalry.

January 1, this brigade in camp at Calhoun, E. Tenn., Colonel
Long commanding the post.

January 3, Captain Beebe reported with part of the Tenth Wis-
consin Battery for temporary duty with the brigade.
January 6, the Fourth Michigan Cavalry returned to Calhoun from

courier duty at Cleveland, the courier-line to Chattanooga having
been withdrawn and a line was established to Cotton Port, connect-
ing with Washington, on the north side of the Tennessee River.
The Seventeenth Indiana Mounted Infantry was relieved from duty
with this brigade on the 10th, and marched for Nashville on the 11th.
About the loth instant Colonel Eggleston, First Ohio Volunteer

Cavalry, started for Nashville with the veterans of the detachments
of the First, Third, and Fourth Ohio, who had been left at Wood-
ville, Ala., in November. Remained at Calhoun the rest of the
month. Diiring the month two ferries were constructed and a pon-
toon bridge built across the Hiwassee connecting Calhoun with
Charleston. A number of prisoners were taken by scouting parties
and the pickets, and many deserters came into the post.

Third Brigade, Second Cavalry Division, commanded by Col. Smith
D. Atkins, Ninety-Second Illinois Infantry {mounted).

January 12, left Pulaski, and on the 14th established brigade head-
quarters at Huntsville, Ala.
January 25, engaged a brigade of the enemy under General John-

son near Florence, Ala., and drove him to the south side of the Ten-
nessee River ; loss, 9 wounded.
January 30, established brigade headquarters at Triana, Ala.

FEBRUARY.

First Cavalry Division, commanded by Col. Edward M. McCook,
Second Indiana Cavalry.

February 8, encamped at Maryville, E. Tenn.
February 9, marched to Motley's Ford, Little Tennessee River ; 8

miles.
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February 17, a scouting party of 350 men was sent [under com-
mand of Major Paine, First Wisconsin Cavalry] to Cherokee County,
N. C, and returned on the 22d, having captured 33 prisoners, includ-
ing 5 commissioned officers; also 15 mules and 4 horses. This scout
was accomplished without any loss on our part.

February 23, the First Brigade marched 20 miles to Scruggs' farm,
4 miles from Madisonville, E. Tenn.
February 27, marched from Motley's Ford and reached Madison-

ville on the same day, where the command remained in camp during
the remainder of the month, sending scouting parties toward the
enemy.

Second Cavalry Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Kenner Gar-
rard.

During the month headquarters division remained at Huntsville,
Ala.
February 10, Brig. Gen. K. Garrard assumed command in com-

pliance with Special Field Orders, No. 41, headquarters Department
of the Cumberland. The Chicago Board of Trade Battery during
the month proceeded to Nashville, Tenn., obtained a new armament,
and reported back to division headquarters with new horses, equij)-

ments, and six 3-incli Parrott guns. The headquarters Second Bri-

gade were at Calhoun, Tenn. Brigade was employed as couriers,

scouts, and pickets, and were during the month engaged in several

skirmishes with the enemy. The Third Brigade was stationed at or

near Mooresville, Ala. , and was employed in collecting forage, scout-

ing the country, and in picketing the Tennessee River. -

First Brigade, Second Cavalry Division, commanded by Col. Robert
H. G. Minty, Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

During the month brigade headquarters remained at Huntsville,

Ala.
The Fourth U. S. Cavalry, being at CoUierville, Tenn., with the

exijedition under the command of Brig. Gen. W. S. Smith, remained
until the 11th, then marched to New Albany, where it arrived Feb-
ruary 14.

February 16, marched and arrived at.01jolona, Miss., on the 19th,

and West Point on the 20th, where it met and defeated a large force

of the enemy under Forrest.

Returned ' to Okolona February 22, where it had another severe

engagement with Forrest's forces. The rebels being too powerful,

the command retreated that day, and arrived at Memphis on the 2Gth,

where it remained during the rest of the month. The Seventh Penn-
sylvania Cavalry was on furlough in Pennsylvania, having re-

enlisted as veteran volunteers. The Fourth Michigan Cavalry being
at Ooltewah, Tenn. , was during the month engagedSDn several scouts,

having skirmished at Tunnel Hill, near Buzzard Roost; at Red Clay,

near Cleveland; at Cleveland, at Dirt Town, and other places, acting

with the Twenty-eighth Kentucky Mounted Infantry, tmder Colonel

Boone. The Fifth-Iowa Cavalry at home on furlough, having re-

enlisted as veterans. The Third Indiana has made no report of

events. They have been operating in East Tennessee, near Knox-
ville.
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Second Brigade, Second Cavalry Division, commanded by Col. Eli
Long, Fourth Ohio Cavalry.

The brigade stationed at Calhoun, E. Tenn.
February 4, 600 men arrived and joined the brigade, being a part

of the Ninety-eighth Illinois Mounted Infantry and the non-veterans
of the First, Third, and Fourth Ohio, from Woodville, Ala., and on
the 11th the veterans of theportion of the First, Third, and Fourth
Ohio which had been with Colonel Long started for Ohio. Briga-
dier-General Elliott, chief of cavalry, visited the post on the 15th and
inspected the command the following day.
February 23, pursuant, to orders by telegraph from Major-General

Thomas, Colonel Long marched with 600 men—350 mounted infantry
and 250 cavalry—as part of a general reconnaissance toward the
enemy's lines at Dalton.
February 23, marched out the Spring Place road. The advance

guard drove in the enemy's pickets when within 4 miles of Dalton.
The column was then pushed on rapidly and attacked a regiment of

rebel infantry, which was encamped within 3 miles of Dalton, driv-
ing them from their camp and taking 12 prisoners. Colonel Long
then withdrew to Russell's Mills, 4 miles east of Vamell's Station.

February 24, by direction of Major-General Palmer, command-
ing, the column again moved toward Dalton and met a force of
rebels 5 miles from that place. These were driven in, the advance
squadron following to within 3 miles of Dalton. Subsequently Col-
onel Grose, with the First Division, Fourteenth Army Corps, hav-
ing come up. Colonel Long dismounted his command and advanced
toward the enemy, driving his skirmishers back 1 mile to their camp.
Here the command was attacked by a brigade of rebel infantry.
Colonel Long now fell back, night coming on, to Colonel Grose's
lines.

February 25, after advancing half a mile, the enemy was found and
engaged. The command was now strengthened by 100 men of the
Fourth Michigan Cavalry, and at night moved back on the Dalton
and Varnell's Station road some 3 miles, and on the 26th retired with
the infantry to Catoosa Platform. Casualties during the five days :

Ninety-eighth Illinois Mounted Infantry, 9 wounded and 2 missing.
Detachments of the First, Third, and Fourth Ohio Cavalry—Capt.
R. B. Wood, Third Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, and 2 privates killed
and 8 wounded ; Fourth Michigan Cavalry, 3 wounded. Twenty-
three prisoners were taken. Other rebel casualties not ascertained.
Command returned to Calhoun February 27.

MARCH.

First Cavalry Division, commanded by Col. Edward M. MeCooh,
Second Indiana Cavalry.

\
The division remained at Madisonville, sending out scouting par-

ties toward the enemy.
March 5, the First Brigade marched under orders to Calhoun.
March 8, orders were received to proceed to Calhoun.
March 9, marched 18 miles ; encamped at Mr. Lartin's, 3 miles

south of Athens ; the dismounted men suffered much from marching.
March 10, marched 11 miles to Calhoun, where the division stopped,

according to orders received from General Granger. There being
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no good camping-grounds at Calhoun, crossed the Hiwassee River and
encamped at Charleston. Col. A. P. Campbell, commanding First
Brigade, assumed command of division, Colonel McCook being on
leave of absence.
March 11, received orders from General Elliott to proceed to

Cleveland.
March 12, marched 12 miles to that place. Nothing of importance

has occurred since. Good camping-grounds were selected, and good
attention paid to the recruiting of the horses; the most unserviceable
were, by order of cavalry commander, sent to Chattanooga, Tenn.,
for the purpose of being recruited. One or two alarms have taken
place, which amounted to nothing. The enemy's pickets within 14
or 18 miles.

Second Cavalry Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Kenner Gar-
rard.

Headquarters division remained at Huntsville, Ala. , with portions
of the different brigades.
The First Brigade headquarters was stationed at that point until

the 14th instant ; by instructions moved to Nashville, Tenn. , the
greater portion of that command being in that vicinity ; remained
there balance of month. The Fourth Michigan Cavalry, of this

brigade, was actively engaged with success in scouting the country
in East Tennessee. The Fourth U. S. Cavalry, from Memphis, Tenn.

,

and Seventh Pennsylvania Volunteers returning from veteran fur-

lough, arrived at Nashville, Tenn., going into camp at that place on
or about the 30th. The Fifth Iowa Cavalry still absent on furlough
as veteran volunteers.
The headquarters of Second Brigade remained the greater part of

the month at Ringgold, Ga., with Col. R. H. G. Minty, Fourth
Michigan Cavalry, in command—while Colonel Long, Fourth Ohio
Cavalry, was absent on veteran furlough—picketing the front of the
Army of the Cumberland toward Dalton, the Third Brigade still

remaining in camp at Mooresville, Ala. ; nothing of interest oc-

curred.

APRIL.

First Cavalry Division, commanded by Col. Edward M. McCook,
Second Indiana Cavalry.

The division encamped at Cleveland during the whole month.
Scouting parties were sent out toward Spring Place and some pris-

oners taken ; nothing of importance occurred.

Second Cavalry Division, commanded by Brig. Chen. Kenner Gar-
rard.

Division headquarters moved on the 4th instant from Huntsville,

Ala., with "three regiments Third Brigade and detachments First

and Second Brigades, to Columbia, Tenn., for the purpose of con-

centrating at that point the command preparatory to its reorganiza-

tion and refitting for the summer campaign. Upon the reorganiza-
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tion of the cavalry, the Fifth Iowa and Third Indiana Cavalry
(First Brigade), Second Kentucky and Tenth Ohio Cavalry (Second
Brigade), and Ninety-second Illinois Volunteers (Third Brigade)
were transferred from this division to the Third Division. Colonels
Minty, Long, and Wilder reported with complete commands (with
the exception of the First Ohio, Second Brigade, at Nashville, Tenn.

)

on the 25th instant at Columbia, Tenn.
From the 25th to the 30th the division was active in completing

arrangements for operations in the field. Under orders the com-
mand, with First and Third Brigades, complete in arms, horses, and
equipments, moved for Chattanooga, Tenn., on the 30tli. The
Second Brigade remained at Columbia, Tenn., awaiting arms and
horses.

Third Cavalry Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpat-
rick.

This division was organized April, 1864. Colonel Minty, Fourth
Michigan Cavalry, assumed command temporarily by order of chief
of cavalry, and commanded until April 17, when he was relieved
by Col. E. H. Murray, Third Kentucky Cavalrv. Colonel Murray
was relieved by General Kilpatrick by Special f^ield Orders, No. 16,

headquarters Department of the Cumberland. The portion of the
division reported had one engagement, as follows

:

April 29, General Kilpatrick, with 500 men, moved through
Hooker's Gap, Ga. , at this place, and drove the enemy's pickets
until they met a large force, estimated at 2,000 ; then attacked and
drove them for some distance. After fighting them vigorously for
some time he fell back ; was charged by the enemy by overwhelm-
ing numbers, faced about and repulsed them handsomely. Fell
back to camp. Some casualties on both sides.

Engineer Troops.

Engineer Brigade, commanded by Col. Timothy E. Stanley, Eight-
eenth Ohio Infantry.

January 18, this brigade was organized under the command of
Col. T. R. Stanley, Eighteenth Ohk) Volunteer Infantry. Since
that time the entire command has been actively engaged. The
Eighteenth Ohio engaged in the construction of two steam ferry-
boats ; have charge of the swinging ferry, and cutting and rafting
timber for store-houses. The Thirteenth Michigan Volunteers,
stationed on Chickamauga Creek, engaged in cutting and rafting
saw-logs. The Twenty-first Michigan Volunteers engaged in cutting
logs and timber for building store-rooms. The Twenty-second Mich-
igan" Volunteers cutting and rafting logs and delivering them at the
mills.

"*

February 29, the brigade has been actively engaged during the
past month in cutting, rafting, and sawing logs, hewing and fram-
ing timber is>r depot buildings, raising and inclosing the same,
building flat and steam boats, and various other duties connected
with the engineer department.
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No. 3.

Reports of Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding
Department of the Ohio, of operations January 1 to February 9.

Headquarters Department of the Qhio,
Knoxville, Tenn., January 29, 1864.

General : I have the honor to make the following report of tlie

operations of this army during the past month :

After the engagement at Mossy Creek on the a9th ultimo, the cav-
alry and one brigade of infantry occupied that position and the
region in front for several miles, subsisting as much as possible on
the country, until the 12th instant, when it moved toward Dan-
dridge.
The Fourth, Ninth, and Twenty-third Corps remained in their

positions near Blain's Cross-Roads.
As soon as the bridge at Strawberry Plains was completed, the

Twenty-third and Fourth Corps crossed and marched toward Dan-
dridge. The Ninth Corps remained at Strawberry Plains.

The necessity for this move arose from the entire exhaustion of

all grain and forage for a circuit of 20 miles around the position of

the army.
The orders for the infantry were to march to Dandridge, where

the cavalry had already arrived, there cross to the south side of the
French Broad River by means of the fords (a bridge to be made of

wagons and such boats as could be found), and then to occupy the
country to the south of the river for the purpose of obtaining the
corn and forage which were reported as abundant.
This force, under General Parke, arrived at Dandridge on the

15th, and Barker's brigade. Fourth Corps, commenced to build the
bridge of wagons.
On the 16th the cavalry became hotly engaged with the enemy

toward Kimbrough's Cross-Roads, and were driven back toward the

town.
The enemy pressed hard on the following day, driving the cavalry

close to the town and engaging some of the infantry. In the mean
time the wagon bridge had been thrown across to what was supposed
to be the south bank, and the brigade crossed over, but it was at

length ascertained that they were oru.aii island, and that another
channel of the river remained to be bridged. As this would occupy
six more hours, and as the coming rain would soon make it impossi-

ble to get up supplies, which were greatly needed, and as the whole
of Longstreet's force was supposed to be in the immediate front,

General Parke decided to fall back to Strawberry Plains.

This movement was commenced on the night of the 17th and com-
pleted during the two following days. .

I immediately moved the whole Cavalry Corps through Knoxville
to Sevierville to obtain forage, and gave orders tlaht all stores should
be sent down from Strawberry Plains, and that such parts of the

bridge should be removed as would permit its being used immedi-
ately by the enemy; then to retire on this place preparatory to fol-

lowing our cavalry toward Sevierville.

Owing to the state of the roads the artillery could not be drawn
by. the animals in their weakened condition and had to be sent down
by the railroad. This caused the loss of five caissons, which were
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destroyed, the train sent to bring them having run off the track.

Two pieces thus left were drawn in by the men of the Ninth Corps.
Before the Fourth Corps had proceeded 5 miles beyond the river

toward Sevierville, reports came from the cavalry that the estimates
of the amount of forage and grain to the south of the French Broad
were much exaggerated, and that there was in reality barely enough
for the cavalry alone, the enemy having already foraged to a con-
siderable extent there.

This fact, coupled with this pressing nature of the enemy's move-
ments, induced me to change my plans in order to provide against an
advance of the enemy in force. It was reported (thus apparently
confirming the reports conveyed to me in your dispatch of the 17th
instant) that he was largely re-enforced. This rendered it necessary
to guard securely my communications to the rear, and at the same
time to obtain, as far as possible, subsistence from the country for
men and animals.

I therefore placed the Twenty-third Corps in positions around this

town. The Isinth Corps 5 miles south of the railroad, but still

within supporting distance, if needed. The Fourth Corps guarding
the rest of the railroad, Loudon and Kingston, with a division at
Maryville, to collect the forage and grain of the neighboring coun-
try.

The cavalry were ordered to hold as far up the French Broad as
possible, and to subsist themselves there.

All the animals and teams that could be spared were ordered to
Camp Burnside. While these arrangements were in progress, the
enemy's cavalry, on the 33d instant, made a dash upon and captured
a drove of 800 cattle, which was being carelessly driven to this town
from Cumberland Gap via Blain's Cross-Roads.
The guard. Company H, Tenth Michigan Cavalry, retired without

firing a shot. I pushed out some infantry as soon as I heard of the
affair, and recaptured about 200 of the cattle ; the remainder had
been hurried across the Holston by the rebels.
On the 24th instant the rebel cavalry made a dash at Tazewell,

but was repulsed by Colonel Kise. General Garrard has since with-
drawn the garrison of that place to Cumberland Gap, in order to
concentrate his old regiments before the nine-months' regiments,
whose terms of service have very nearly expired, shall leave for
their homes.
On the 27th General Sturgis attftclaed the enemy's cavalry near

Fair Garden, about 10 miles east of Sevierville, and after a sharp
fight, lasting all day, defeated them with severe loss in killed and
wounded, capturing over 100 prisoners and 2 steel rifled guns.
Colonel McOook, with his division, was chiefly engaged, and finally
cleared the field with a saber charge. Wolford's and Garrard's
divisions came up after a forced march in time to join in the pur-
suit.

General Sturgis has orders to endeavor to^ut the enemy's com-
munications and make a raid in his rear, but^I very much fear that
the jaded condition of his horses will prevent the successful accom-
plishment of this object. General Garrard also has orders of the
same purport.

.

The condition of the command is such as to demand rest for a
time, if its services are expected to be of avail in the spring. The
men are much weakened by their diet, which has consisted almost
entirely of meat for the past two months, and are in such condition
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that one or two more marches, at this time, will break them down
entirely. The draft animals, also, are worn out, weak, and dying
for want of forage. These things have convinced me that the
safety of the army and the success of the spring campaign de-
pend upon the disposition for rest that I have made.
By this means a very important object is gained, that of being

able to permit the old regiments re-enlisting as veteran volunteers
to go home at once for furlough and reorganization. This secures
the hearty good-will instead of the dissatisfaction which would
otherwise prevail among these men, with whom the privilege of a
present furlough to go home is more powerful than the other in-

ducements oifered. The regiments will, in this way, also be sooner
returned to the field in the spring, when their refilled ranks will be
of more avail, in view of their own improved condition and that of
the remaining troops.

The supplies are adequate in some respects, and entirely insuffi-

cient in others. We have plenty of pork and beef. Over half a mill-

ion rations of pork have been salted and packed at this place ; over
half a million more rations of meat are now here on the hoof. Of
bread and breadstuffs we have none. The hospitals are well sup-
plied, but the scant}' supplies obtained from Chattanooga furnish
very little for the troops in the field, who have to be content with
what they can glean from the country.

Since the opening of the line to Chattanooga, the following amount
of bread, sugar, and coffee has been received : Of bread and flour,

136,201 rations; coffee, 698,150 rations ; sugar, 640,733 rations;

being on an average one-twelfth part of the rations of bread and
three-eighths of coffee and sugar. To increase this supply, I am
endeavoring to get the railroad in order through to Chattanooga as

soon as possible. If there be sufficient rolling-stock placed on this

road and the Nashville road, the Armies of the Ohio and the Cum-
berland can be well supplied. If sufficient rolling-stock cannot be
supplied in time, I would respectfully suggest that the trains be
used for carrying quartermaster's stores, bread and small rations,

while beef-cattle be driven on the hoof to Chattanooga, as has been
the practice in supplying this army.
The intentions of the enemy are satisfactorily ascertained from

scouts and deserters. General Longstreet does not intend to ad-

vance, and if we advance he will resist ^t every favorable point,

and fall back only when he is forced from these positions in succes-

sion, toward Bristoe and Abingdon. He will leave no supplies

behind him. He has thus far lived on the country entirely, but that

source is almost exhausted. The railroad will soon enable him to

obtain supplies from Virginia, if they can be spared from that State.

He has received re-enforcements, consisting of his Third Division

(Pickett's) and some convalescents. Furloughs have been granted

to 5 men from each company, for terms ranging from twenty-five

to thirty-five days. '^

I believe that an advance on our part, with a view of driving him
out of East Tennessee before we establish a base of supplies, espe-

cially over the bad roads of the winter, would be attended with dis-

astrous consequenoes to this army ; for Longstreet to advance will

be equally disastrous to him and his army.
In the spring I can hold the present position and spare a whole

corps for operations elsewhere, which of themselves would compel
Longstreet's speedy departure from the State.
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If possible we should avoid fighting a great battle in this section

of the State. Large armies cannot be supported here for any length
of time.

It is this conviction, with the necessities of the army, that have
forced me to make the dispositions described above. These disposi-

tions have for their object the present security and future improve-
ment in strength of the army, the safety and enlargement of our
communications to the rear, and the preparations for active opera-
tions so soon as the condition of the roads, the weather, and supplies

will permit.

January 30.

I have just received a report from General Sturgis stating that

the pursuit of General Martin's (rebel) division of cavalry resulted

in its complete rout. Armstrong's division, pursued by Wolford's
division, saved itself by falling back upon its infantry supports and
securing a good defensive position. In the mean time a considerable
force of infantry forded the river below Dandridge, which forced
General Sturgis to fall back toward Maryviile. I have sent him
orders to collect all the good horses, to the number of 2,000, if pos-

sible, and make a raid toward Saltville, passing around by the way
of Clinton, Cumberland Gap, and Jonesville.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major-General, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant,
Comdg. Division of the Mississippi, Nashville, Tenn.

Baltimore, Md.,
February 21, 1864.

General : I have the honor, in obedience to your direction, to
make the following report of the operations of the Army of the Ohio
while I was in command, and of the general condition of affairs in
East Tennessee :

*

General Grant visited Knoxville on the 30th of December, 1S()3.

Seeing the suffering of the troops, Jiejdecided to have me await the
arrival of supplies and the completion of the Strawberry Plains
bridge before advancing. He left on the 7th of January to return
by the way of Cumberland Gap. The cavalry, under General
Sturgis, was almost constantly engaged with the enemy's cavalry in
the direction of Dandridge and Mossy Creek after crossing the
Holston. These fights culminated in a general cavalry engagement
near Mossy Creek on the 29tli [of DecemberJ , in which the enemy
were driven from the field toward Morristown. General Elliott's

division of cavalry, from the Army of the Cthnberland, particularly
distinguished itself for gallantry.

On the 13th January, the main body of our cavalry having en-
tirely exhausted the supplies in the country around Mossy Creek,
were forced to*move to Dandridge, where some little forage was to
be found. The draft animals of the infantry and artillery, being

•General Foster relieved General Burnside on December 12, 1863. For portion

of this report here omitted, see Series I, Vol. XXXI, Part I, p. 286.
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by this time almost entirely witliout forage of any kind, were dying
by the hundreds daily. It became a matter of the first importance
to move to a position where forage, if not corn for the men, could
be obtained at once. I therefore ordered the Fourth and Twenty-
third Corps to move across the Strawberry Plains bridge (which was
passable on the loth January), to march to Dandridge, cross the
French Broad Eiver near that place on a bridge to be built of wagons
and any boats that could be obtained, and then to occupy the country
south of that river as far toward the Nola Chucky as possible. It
was represented that a considerable quantity of corn Avas to be found
in this section. Besides this, the movement would tend to distiirb
Longstreet concerning his left flank and communications to the rear,

especially toward North Carolina. The Ninth Corps was ordered to
hold Strawberry Plains, to be ready to support the movement while
in progress, and afterward cover Knoxville.
The troops started on the 16th and reached Dandridge on the 17th,

when the bridge was immediately commenced. It was completed to
what was supposed to be the opposite bank of the river, and a bri-

gade crossed over. It was soon found, however, to be upon an
island, and that another channel of the river remained to be bridged.
In the mean time the cavalry which had skirmished heavily with the
enemy on the previous day (the 16th) near Kimbrough's Cross-
Roads, 5 miles from Dandridge toward Morristown, had been forced
back by the determined advance of the enemy almost to the town.
General Parke satisfied himself that General Longstreet was in his

front with his whole force, having advanced from his cantonments
to meet our supposed advance in force. This fact, added to the
delay in completing the bridge, the difficulty in crossing in pres-

ence of an active enemy, the want of rations, and the commencing
rain, which would soon make it impossible to get up supplies from
the rear over the then almost impassable roads, induced General
Parke to decide to retire at once on Strawberr^ Plains, which he
did without loss. I immediately ordered the whole force to move
to Knoxville, cross the Holston on the pontoon bridge at that place
(just completed), and ascend the south side of the French Broad to

reach the foraging ground that it had failed to reach through Dan-
dridge. As the cavalry passed through the town most of their

horses had not been fed for forty-eight hours, and some of the
artillery horses were without food for four days and nights. The
cavalry reached and occupied the country^south of the French Broad
as far up as Fair Garden, 10 miles beyond Sevierville, and scouted
through the entire country as far up as the Nola Chiicky. The
Fourth Corps in following was 4 miles out from Knoxville when I

received General Sturgis' ceport that the reports of the supplies

in that section of the country were very much exaggerated, inas-

much as they would only suffice his cavalry for three weeks, and
that the roads were impracticable for wagons and artiller'y. Disap-
pointed in this, no other course remained but that of distributing the
bulk of the force to obtain forage and supplies v^erever it could be
found. I accordingly sent the Fourth Corps to Morrisville, Lenoir's

Station, and Loudon, with orders to gather their supplies from the
surrounding counties. The Ninth Corps occupied the railroad,

within supporting"distance of Knoxville. The Twenty-third Corps
encamped around the town. All the draft animals were sent to

the rear, on the Tennessee River, to forage. Those that were en-

tirely broken down were sent back to Kentucky. The cavalry occu-
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pied the country south of the French Broad until the supplies were
nearly exhausted, when the enemy, feeling the necessity of driving
it away, made the effort with his cavalry on the 27th January. Gen-
eral Sturgis met the enemy's cavalry at Fair Garden and completely
defeated it, with a loss of 150 killed and Avounded, 75 prisoners, 2

rifled field pieces, and some wagons and horses. The enemy's cav-

alry was then re-enforced by several brigades of infantry which had
succeeded in fording the river, and General Sturgis was in his turn
forced to fall back toward Morristown. Previous to this Colonel
Palmer with his regiment, the Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, had
captured General Vance with his staff and 150 prisoners. Subse-
quently he sent an'expedition against Colonel Thomas and his gang
of whites and Indians at Quallatown, which succeeded in entirely

breaking up the gang. All were killed or wounded except 50 that
escaped into the mountains and 22 that were brought in as prisoners.

The Governor of Kentucky having become anxious for the safety of

that State from raids by the enemy, and having called on the Legis-
lature to raise regiments for the defense of the State, I sent a division
of dismounted cavalry to Mount Sterling, Ky., to be reorganized, re-

mounted, and re-equipped for service, either against raids or in
making them upon the flanks of the enemy's communication with
Virginia. The remainder of the cavalry was ordered to the Little

Tennessee River to forage.

Such was the military situation at the time I was relieved by Gen-
eral Schofield, on the 9th February, 1864. In Kentucky the detach-
ments guarding railroads and posts had been reduced to the mini-
mum. Cumberland Gap and the adjacent districts of the Clinch were
under the command of Brigadier-General Garrard, who had an infan-
try and cavalry brigade under his command. In my opinion no offen-
sive movement can be undertaken before the 1st of April, in East
Tennessee, without running great risks of a disaster which may
cause the loss of that section of the country. The reasons are, that
the men and animals are worn down and need rest and recuperation

;

the country between the two armies is entirely exhausted of forage
and all kinds of supplies, which it is impossible to haul from the rear
in consequence of the bad roads of the winter and spring, and also of
the lack of forage even at the rear. For lack of horses, caused by the
want of forage, very little artillery can be taken on a march at this
time. The green grass, with the green corn, wheat, &c., will by
the 1st of April subsist the animals of an army on the march. The
men will be recruited in strength, and the veteran regiments re-
turned to their brigades, with, probably, filled ranks. The same
reasons will keep General Longstreet inactive, unless forced to move.
If, however, he should advance with liis present force to attack
Knoxville, the chances amount to almost certainty that he will meet
with a great disaster. Knoxville, if properly defended, cannot be
taken. It is naturally very strong, and I increased the strength of
the defenses raised by General Burnside, and armedthem with seventy
Eieces of artillel-y. As for supplies for a siege, they are ample. I
ad salted down over 500,000 rations of pork and collected 500 bar-

rels of flour. If Longstreet attempts to march past Knoxville, for
the purpose of jjestroying the communications with Chattanooga,
resistance can be successfully made at the Little Tennessee or the
Holston, as a line of defense, while re-enforcements are marching
from Chattanooga. At the same time his communications will be
oijen to flank attacks from Knoxville. If he should attempt to make
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a raid into Kentucky through Pound Gap, Pendleton's Gap, or
Crank's Gap (Cumherland Gap being held by us), a column formed
of the disposable force at Knoxville, marching rapidly on his heels,

can easily close the gaps in his rear, and perhaps capture his trains

;

while a force may be thrown around by rail from Chattanooga suf-

ficient, with that in Kentucky, to destroy him. No large force will

be thrown into East Tennessee by the rebels, unless we 'force them
to do so by increasing our force and taking the offensive. It is in
their power to increase Longstreet's force between this and the 1st

of April by detaching from General Lee's army, but after that time
they will not dare to diminish General Lee's force. If by great sacri-

fices General Longstreet be now driven from East Tennessee, he will

re-enforce other rebel armies where his presence may be productive
of more harm than in East Tennessee. While he is in his present
position he can neither do damage in Virginia, North Carolina, nor
assist General Johnston to resist our armies in Alabama and Georgia.
The best policy seems to be to let him remain until the objects of

the movements farther south are attained, and until the offensive

can be taken with advantage ; even then it is questionable whether
the engagements with him should not have for object to retain him
where he is until Atlanta, Mobile, Montgomery, and perhaps Augusta
and Savannah, fall. Knoxville is only the left wing of the united
armies under General Grant. It is 110 miles from the center at

Chattanooga, a secondary base, which is still distant from the right

wing and the primary base in Tennessee. It is very questionable

.

whether the left wing should be pushed beyond Knoxville. By keep-

ing the army there on the defensive, a considerable force may be
spared from it to re-enforce the large army of the center to penetrate

into Georgia, where every mile gained in advance tends to dissever

the Confederacy. General Longstreet's force has been increased by
a force from North Carolina, said to be Pickett's division, number-
ing 3,800 men. General Pickett did not come with it, but remained
in North Carolina. Added to the above about 1,000 convalescents

arrived from Richmond.
On the other side, he had suffered from desertions at the rate of

20 a day, and had allowed 5 per cent, of his force to go home on fur-

loughs, ranging from twenty-five to thirty-five days each. His pres-

ent strength is 31,000 infantry and artillery and 6,000 cavalry. The
Army of the Ohio numbered (Twenty-third Corps, 7,000; Ninth
Corps, 4,000 ; Fourth Corps, 8,000) 19,000 Hifantry and artillery, and
6,000 cavalry, of which, however, only about 3,500 were mounted.

The question of supplies is satisfactorily settled. The railroad from
Chattanooga to Loudon was opened. The work on the bridge at

Loudon was being rapidly carried on ; it should be finished in seventy

days. A wagon bridge having been completed across the Holston

at Knoxville, I ordered the pontoon bridge removed to Loudon, to

enable the supplies brought up by rail to be wagoned across the

river and thence conveyed by rail to Knoxville.^ The number of

light-draught steamers on the river is to be increased. In general

the condition of affairs in East Tennessee was so much improved as

to produce a decided feeling of confidence.

I have the honor, to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. G. FOSTER,
Major-General of Volunteers.,

Maj. Gen. H. W. Halleck,
General-in-Chief, U. S, Army, Washington, D. C.
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No. 4.

Itinerary of the Army of the Ohio, January 1-April 30.*

Ninth Akmy Corps, t

January 1, the headquarters of the corps and troops were stationed

at Blain's Cross-Roads, a distance of about 18 miles northeast of

Knoxville.
January 16, the corps broke camp and marched to Strawberry

Plains, a station on the East Tennessee and Virgiaiia Railroad, a
distance of about 8 miles in the direction of Knoxville.
January 18, Brig. Gen. R. B. Potter, commanding corps, goes

home on leave of absence for thirty days. Brig. Gen. O. B. Will-
cox assigned to command of corps. The Second Division is tempo-
rarily attached to First Division.
January 21, engaged the enemy at Strawberry Plains and held

him in check untu next morning.
January 22, proceeded toward Knoxville, skirmishing with the

enemy during the day ; formed line of battle 3 miles from Knoxville
and remained there until the morning of the 24th, the enemy in the
mean time having fallen back toward Strawberry Plains.

January 24, the corps marched to Erin's Station, a distance of 5^
miles southwest from Knoxville.
January 26, Brig. Gen. 0. B. Willcox ordered to command Second

Division, which has been relieved from duty with the First Division.
Maj. Gen. J. G. Parke assumes command of corps.
January 31, the headquarters of the corps are at Knoxville ; the

troops at Erin's Station.

The Twenty-first and Twenty-ninth Massachusetts Volunteers

;

Forty-fifth, Forty-eighth, Fiftieth, Fifty-first, and One hundredth
Pennsylvania Volunteers ; Second and Eighth Michigan Volunteers;
Forty-sixth and Fifty-first New York Volunteers, and Second Mary-
land Volunteers have re-enlisted, and all marked thus (XJ) have
gone home for furlough and reorganization.
February 1, broke camp at Erin's Station, Tenn., marched to

Knoxville, Tenn., crossed Holston River, and encamped opposite
Knoxville.
February 2, recrossed the Holston River at Knoxville and returned

to camp at Erin's Station. .. „
February 15, First Division marched to Knoxville and encamped

near Fort Sanders ; Second Division moved to a point on Clinton
road near Knoxville.
February 18, First Division changed camp to a point on Clinton

road ; Second Division moved li miles, joining right with left of First
Division.

*From monthly returns. The department was commanded by Maj. Gen. John
G. Foster from December 9, 1863, to February 9, 1864, ai^^ Maj. Gen. John M. Scho-
field to November 17, 1864.

{Commanded by Maj. Gen. John G. Parke from January 26, 1864, to March 16,
1864 ; Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willcox to April 13, 1864, and Maj. Gen. Ambrose E.
Bumside to August 15, 1864.

I Regiments so fharked are the Twenty-first Massachusetts, Forty-fifth, Forty-
eighth, Fiftieth, Fifty-first, and One hundredth Pennsylvania, Eighth Michigan,
and Fifty-first New York.
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February 24, marched to Strawberry Plains ; 16 miles.
February 27, crossed Holston River at Strawberry Plains ; marched

3 miles on Morristown road.
February 28, marched to Mossy Creek ; 10 miles.
February 29, marched to Morristown, Tenn. ; 13 miles.
March 2, corps moved from Morristown, Tenn., to Mossy Creek,

Tenn.
March 12 and 13, marched from Mossy Creek to Morristown ; slight

skirmishing.
[March 14, the corps ordered to Annapolis, Md. ]

March 17, corps moved toward Knoxville, having been ordered to
Annapolis, Md.
March 19, reached Knoxville.
March 21, corps marched, taking the mountain road via Camp

Burnside for Camp Nelson, Ky., Fifty-first New York Volunteers
and convalescents being sent by rail via Loudon and Chattanooga,
Tenn.
March 31, corps reached Camp Nelson, Ky.

Twenty-third Army Corps.*

JANUARY.

Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry M. Judah.

PraST BRIGADE.

January 1 to 15, inclusive, remained in camp at Mossy Creek,
Tenn.
January 16, left camp at Mossy Creek ; marched to Strawberry

Plains ; distance, 14 miles.

January 17, arrived at Strawberry Plains and encamped.
January 18 to 20, remained in camp.
January 21, crossed the river, marched 8 miles, and encamped.
January 22, left camp, fell back about 2 miles, and bivoiiacked in

line of battle, having skirmished all day with the enemy.
January 23, rested in camp.
January 24, fell back to Knoxville ; di^tajice, 4 miles ; marched

2 miles out on the Tazewell road ; encamped.
January 25 to 31, inclusive, remained in camp.

SECOND BRIGADE.

January 14, ordered to Dandridge.
January 15, arrived at Dandridge ; neared the enemy, but no en-

gagement. ^
January 17, ordered to Strawberry Plains.
January 18, arrived at Strawberry Plains ; remained there two

days and returned slowly to Knoxville.
January 24, reached Knoxville, where we remain.

* Commanded bv Maj. Gen. George Stoneman from January 28 to April 4, 1864,
and by Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield to April 2, 1865.

4 R R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Mile S. Hascall.

FIRST BRIGADE.

January 12, the One hundred and fourth Regiment Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry and Eighth Regiment Tennessee Volunteer Infantry
stationed at Strawberry Plains since the beginning of the month.
The One hundred and fourth Ohio Volunteer Infantry ordered to
Knoxville, Tenn., to do provost duty.
January 23, the Eighth Tennessee ordered to Knoxville from Straw-

berry Plains, where they had been since January 1 ; took position on
west side of city.

January 29, the One hundredth Ohio Regiment, stationed in Knox-
ville from the first of the month, ordered to take position near the
Eighth Tennessee to do the picket duty on that side of the city,

where they now remain.

SECOND BRIGADE.

January 1, the brigade encamped on the north side of the Holston
River, near Strawberry Plains.
January 6, crossed the river and encamped on the Dandridge road,

1 mile from Strawberry Plains.
January 15, marched for Dandridge.
January 16, reached Dandridge.
January 17, moved to the support of our cavalry forces engaged

with the enemy on the Morristown road ; left Dandridge at night
for Strawberry Plains.

January 19, reached Strawberry Plains.
January 21, moved from Strawberry Plains; at night picketed

fords and road 4 miles -out from the plains, skirmishing with the
enemy.
January 22, moved to Knoxville ; encamped on the north side

until the 24:th, when ordered to the south side of the river, where
the brigade is now encamped.

First East Tennessee Brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen. James G.
Spears.

January 1, brigade stationed at Massengale's house, near Holston
River, about 30 miles northeast of Knoxville.
January 16, left Massengale's house, under orders to take up posi-

tion at Flat Creek bridge. On the march to Plat Creek bridge the
Third Tennessee Infantry was left at Richland Creek under orders
to guard Blain's Cross-Roads and Stone's Mill. Arrived at Flat
Creek bridge with the Fifth and Sixth Tennessee and four pieces of
Battery A, First Ohio Artillery. The Fifth Tennessee Infantry was
detached and ordered to Loudon, Tenn. , where it has since remained.
The artillery under Capt. J. K. Clingan, Company G, Fifth Ten-
nessee Infantry, was received by him, owing to the re-enlistment of
that battery and their return to Ohio on furlough January 1.3.

January M, with the Third and Sixth Tennessee and artillery fell
back, under orders, to Love's house, 5 miles northeast of Knoxville.
January 22, fell back, under orders, with the Ninth and Twenty-

third Corps 1 mile from Love's house, and turned and confronted
the advancing foe and forced them to retire.
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January 25, remained on the ground until this date, when ordered
to go into winter quarters, the Third Tennessee at Armstrong's
Ford, 5 miles northeast of Knoxville ; the Sixth Tennessee at the
junction of Armstrong's Ferry and Strawbei'ry Plains road, 4 miles
from Knoxville. The artillery was ordered to Knoxville on the
morning of the 22d, and has been under the control of, Brigadier-
General Tillson since that time. The Fifth Tennesseb is yet at Lou-
don, and report Company G as on detached service ; brigade head-
quarters 3 miles northeast of Knoxville, at what is called Love's
Hill. Command generally in good condition, and was assigned to
the Twenty-third Army Corps, January 21, by command of Major-
General Foster.

FEBRUARY.

First Division, commanded by Col. George W. OaUup, Fourteenth
Kentucky Infantry.

February 12 to 14, captured by detachment of the Fourteenth
Kentucky Volunteers, under command of Lieutenant Brown, 1 or-

derly-sergeant of rebel cavalry, and killed 1 notorious guerrilla

named Pennington.
February 15, the Fourteenth Kentucky Regiment, under command

of Colonel Gallup, captured in Wayne County, Va. , the rebel Col-
onel Ferguson, 2 lieutenants, 1 assistant surgeon, and 41 of his men,
80 stands of arms, 20 horses (killing 13), and all his ammunition,
without the loss of a man.
February 22 to 28, captured, by a detachment of the Fourteenth

Kentucky, 15 guerrillas and horse-thieves under Reuben Patrick in

Magoffin County, Ky.

Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry M. Judah.

February 24, the division marched from Knoxville, Tenn., to

Strawberry Plains.

February 28, crossed the Holston River.
February 29, marched to New Market.

Third Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Milo S. Hascall.

FIRST BRIGADE.

February 11, moved camp from the north to the south side of

Holston River opposite Knoxville.
February 20, the Fourth Tennessee moved out 3 miles on the

Sevierville road, to support cavalry skirmishing with the enemy

;

returned same evening.
February 23, the One hundredth Ohio Voluntew Infantry and

Eighth Tennessee moved at 1 a. m. as part of the force making a

reconnaissance on the Sevierville road ; went out 10 miles ; found no
enemy; returned same day.
February 24, brigEwie moved into Knoxville and took up position

in the works around the city.

February 20, the Fiftieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry as-

signed to First Brigade.
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February 28, the Fiftieth Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry and
Fourth Tennessee moved into the works south of the river opposite
Knoxville, to replace the Second Brigade, Third Division, Twenty-
third Army Corps, which moved to Strawberry Plains.

SECOND BRIGADE.

February 1, encamped on the south side of Knoxville.
February 5, pickets attacked by enemy's cavalry 2i miles from

Knoxville.
February 14, again attacked ; made reconnaissance with six com-

panies of each regiment 5 miles out on the Sevierville road.
February 30, rebel cavalry appeared on Sevierville road

;
pickets

skirmished ; enemy driven off with loss by a detachment of the
Third Indiana Cavalry ; our loss, 4 wounded.
February 22, made a reconnaissance under Major-General Stone-

man to Shooks' and Pickins' Gaj) ; found enemy's camj) abandoned.
February 23, returned from reconnaissance.
February 29, marched to Strawberry Plains, where the brigade is

now encamped.

First East Tennessee Brigade, commanded by Col. William Cross,
Third Tennessee Infantry.

February 0, Brig. Gen. J. G. Spears in arrest.

February 15, the brigade, having remained at Love's Hill, 3 miles
northeast of Knoxville, since the 1st of the month, was ordered and
moved to Knoxville, Colonel Cross, Third Tennessee Infantry, in
command, Colonel Cooper, the senior colonel, being reported sick.

February 23, ordered and mbved toward Strawberry Plains. The
Ninth Army Corps, Second Division, Twenty-third Corps, and
Wood's division. Fourth Corps, all moved out this morning, arriv-
ing at the plains about 4.30 p. m.
February 26, crossed the river in the morning, where we lay over

until the evening of the 29th.

February 29, took up the line of march for New Market ; arrived
about 9 p. m.

MAReHu

Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry M. Judah.

March 1, the division marched to Panther Springs.
March 3, returned to Mossy Creek at night.
March 5, reconnaissance of 100 men from Tennessee Brigade made

to Panther Springs ; were attacked by near 500 rebel cavalry in open
ground, but forced their way out, after gEnlJant resistance, with a
loss of 2 killed and 22 captured, inflicting on the enemy a far greater'
loss.

March 12, marched to Morristown.
March 14, repulsed reconnoitering party (350 rebel cavalry), inflict-

ing a loss on them of 1 killed.

March 18, returned to Mossy Creek and went into camp.
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Third Division, commanded by Col. James W. Reilly, One hundred
and fourth Ohio Infantry.

March. 1, the First Brigade was encamped at Knoxville and Second
Brigade at Strawberry Plains.
March 10, the First Brigade joined the Second Brigade at Straw-

berry Plains ; marched to Mossy Creek, going in camp at that place
on the evening of same day.
March 12, moved to Morristown, encamping east of and adjacent

to the town, remaining in camp until the morning of the 18th.

March 18, the divison was ordered to march to Mossy Creek

;

arrived in the afternoon and went into camp.

APRIL.

First Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Alvin P. Hovey.

April 5, took up line of march for Loudon, Tenn. ; marched at
the rate of Hi miles per day.
April 24, arrived at Charleston, Tenn., where received orders as-

signing to the First Division, Twenty-third Army Corps, Depart-
ment of the Ohio, since which time the command has been con-
stantly on the move in face of the enemy, making it impossible to

report sooner.

Second Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Henry M. Judah.

The division lay in camp at Mossy Creek, Tenn., until the 26th,

when it marched via Knoxville to Calhoun, Tenn., where it arrived
on the 30th.

Tliird Division, com-manded by Brig. Gen. Jacob D. Cox.

April 1, the division marched from Mossy Creek, Tenn., to Mor-
ristown, Tenn.

April 2, marched to Bull's Gap, Tenn.
April 25, the Second Brigade marched to Jonesborough. The

First Brigade marched to Lick Creek railroad bridge and destroyed
the railroad entirely to 2 miles beyond. Bljie Springs ; returned to

Bull's Gap at night.
• April" 26, the Second Brigade reached Jonesborough in the even-

ing.

April 27, marched back, destroying the railroad v^o Greeneville and
reached Bull's Gap on the morning of the 29th ; division commenced
moving to Charleston, Tenn., partly marching and partly by rail-

road.

April 30, camps located at Charleston, Tenn.

Fourth Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Jacob Ammen.

The Fourth Division, Twenty-third Army Corps, organized by
Special Orders. No. K)l, dated Headquarters Department of the Ohio,

Knoxville, Tenn., April 10, 1864, at which date Brig. Gen. J; Ammen
assumed command.
April 25, Capt. Benjamin K. Weatherwax, Company C, Tenth

Michigan Cavalry, killed in action at Watauga bridge. Carter's

Station, Tenn. ; 7 men wounded at same time.
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Fifth Division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Edward H. Hdbson.

Almost the whole month occupied in organizing the division and
nothing worthy of note transpired, except an engagement near
Paintsville, Ky., in which Colonel Gallup, commanding the First

Brigade, encountered and completely routed a force of the enemy
under Colonel Clay. During the engagement Clay was wounded and
fell into our hands, together with 60 of his men ; also a large num-
ber of horses, saddles, and small-arms. This occurred on the 14th.

Colonel Weatherford, commanding the Thirteenth Kentucky Cav-
alry, had several skirmishes along the Green and Cumberland Rivers
during the month, all of which were unimportant.

Cavalry.

JANUARY.

First Division, Cavalry Corps, commanded by Col. Frank Wolford,
First Kentucky Cavalry.

January 1, First and Second Brigades remained at Mossy Creek,
doing heavy picketing until the 14tn, when we moved to Dandridge,
12 miles, and went into camp, after skirmishing with the enemy
about 1 mile from town. The Third Brigade still at BufPalo Creek,
on north side of Holston River.
January 16, the division moved out on the Chucky road toward

Morristown, 4 miles, when we came upon a much superior force of
the enemy in strong position with artillery. The division held its

position until the enemy moved down on either flank in strong col-

umns, overpowering our small force sent to check the movement,
when we fell back in excellent order to the position held by us in the
morning, the enemy following us boldly. We had no artillery.

Lieutenant-Colonel Adams, First Kentucky Cavalry, commanding
First Brigade, made a flank movement on the enemy, driving him
in confusion from his camp, but was overpowered, and after a gal-
lant resistance fell back slowly to the Third Brigade.
January 17 (Sunday), the enemy attacked the entire line about 2

f).

m. This division had heavy skirmishing until dark, the enemy's
ine and ours in talking distance -when night came on. About 10 p.
m. (the army having been ordered to fall back to Mossy Creek) thie
division fell back, holding the rear.

January 18, fell back to Strawberry Plains, fording the Holston
River.
January 19, marched to Knoxville.
January 20 and 21, marched 3 miles north of Sevierville and

encamped.
January 22, marched to Fair Garden, 10 miles, and encamped, and

remained until the 25th, when the divisior^ moved back 3 miles for
convenience of forage and water.
January 26, marched to Flat Creek, near Fowler's house, and took

position. Had heavy skirmishing with the enemy. After dark fell

back near Sevierville and encamped.
January 27, moved back to Flat Creek, and then across on Sevier-

ville and Fair Garden road to the support of the Second Division,
and encamped at night near Fair Garden.
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January 28, marched to Kelley's Ford and attacked the enemy's
position. Had sharp fighting for two hours, and then fell back (the
enemy not pursuing) to Maryville via Tuckaleechee, Wear's and
Miller's Coves, reaching Maryville at 4 p. m.
January 31, Third Brigade in Lee County, Va. The stock of this

division is entirely unserviceable for active operations.

JANUARY 1-APRIL 18,1864— Hughs' operations in Middle Tennessee.*

Report of Col. John M. Hughs, Twenty-fifth Tennessee Infantry.

DALTON, Ga., April 28, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to submit herewith the following report of
my operations in Middle Tennessee :t

During the very cold weather in January, 1864, it was impossible
to operate on a large scale and our time was occupied in hunting
down the bushwhackers and tories, and for that purpose my com-
mand was divided; a portion under Major Bledsoe, of the Fourth
Tennessee Cavalry (this officer had been cut off from Major-General
Wheeler's commard and had reported to me for duty) operated in
White County, and the part commanded by myself remained in
Overton. During the month of January a great many tories and
bushwhackers wfere killed and some slight engagements with the
enemy occurred.
On the 14th of February I was rejoined by Major Bledsoe, and on

the 15th we attacked and defeated a party of bushwhackers and
tories, numbering some less than 100, under Captains Dowdy and
Beaty, killing 17, captui'ing 2, and effectually dispersing the whole
gang. On the 22d of February we met a party of '

' picked men " from
the Fifth Tennessee (Yankee) Cavalry, under Captain Exum. J This
party had refused to treat us as prisoners of war, and had murdered
several of our men whom they had caught straggling from their

command. The enemy numbered 110 men ; my own force was about
60. The fighting on our partwas severe in the extreme ; men never
fought with more desperation or gallantry. Forty-seven of the
enemy were killed, 13 wounded, and 4 captured ; our loss was 3

wounded.
On the 2Gth February, I captured Washington, East Tenn., with

65 prisoners, killing 3 and wounding 7.

On the 27th February, we routed a ne% dbmpany of State Guards,
forming under Governor Johnson's orders, in Sequatchie Valley,

under Captain Pirom, capturing 23 prisoners and entirely breaking
up the contemplated organization.

On the 10th March I met and fought in White County another
detachment of Colonel Stokes' Fifth Tennessee Cavalry, under Cap-
tain Blackburn, numbering about 125 men ; my command numbered
something less than 100 men. After about ten minutes severe fight-

ing, I was forced to retire with a loss of 1 killed and 3 wounded

;

the enemy's loss was 3 killed and 7 wounded, according to their own
accounts.

* Includes skirmishes in Overton County, February 15, and on Calfkiller Creek,

February 32; capture of"Washington, Februarj- 26;. skirmishes in Sequatchie Valley,

February 27, and in White County, March 10; raid on Nashville and Chattanooga
Railroad, near TuUahoma, March 16 : and skirmish March 20.

tTlie portion here omitted relates to operations August 16-December 31, 1863, and
is printed in Series I, Vol. XXX, Part II, p. 646, and Vol. XXXI, Part I, p. 575.

fOn Calfkiller Creek.
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On the 16tli March we tore up the Nashville and Chattanooga Rail-

road near TuUahoma and captured a train of freight cars heavily
laden with supplies for the Federal army at Chattanooga. About GO

Yankee soldiers were captured and about 20 Yankee negroes killed.

The train and supplies were burned and the engine destroyed.

On the morning of the 20th March we were, for the first and only
time, surprised by the enemy while in camp and suffered a loss of 2

men killed and some property captured, including some valuable

papers of my own. The enemy in this affair lost 7 killed and 8

wounded, according to their own report.

Soon after this I again attempted to return to my regiment. I

started on the 2d April with 95 officers and men, all that I could
prevail on to come out with me. On arriving within about 20 miles
of Morristown, East Tenn. , I learned that our army had left that
locality, and I was compelled to return to the section from which I

came. On this trip 2 of my men were captured and 6 of the enemy
were killed. Upon our return the jaded condition of our horses
made some rest necessary, and during that time a consultation was
held, when it was decided to again attempt to get through to the
army, but in small squads of from 20 to 30. Accordingly, on the
ISth April, I started out with a small party, and after much diffi-

culty succeeded in reaching theArmy of Tennessee at Dalton, Ga. , on
the 26th April. I immediately reported to General Joseph E. John-
ston, commanding, for instructions, and was directed by him to rejoin

my brigade as soon as convenient. Some of my command came out
about the same time under direction of Captain Gore, of the Eighth
Tennessee Cavalry. Some have made their way out since and many
refused to come out at all, preferring to remain and take the oath of
allegiance to the United States Government.
During my operations the number of men under my command

varied from 85 to 300 ; as, under the circumstances, proper discipline

could not be enforced, the men came and went pretty much at will,

though all mild means were used to maintain discipline.

Had I been properly authorized to organize a mounted command
from such material as I could find there, I could easily have raised
a full regiment of cavalry, as, besides citizens who had never been
in the service, there were numbers of deserters from the infantry in
the country who would willingly have rejoined the service as
cavalrymen.
During my stay in that section jioiime was spent in idleness. We

were almost constantly in the saddle, and not a week passed but
more or less fighting took place. Many engagements not mentioned
in this report occurred with the enemy ; something over 400 of them
were killed, including a great many of the worst tories in the coun-
try ; many were wounded and from 600 to 700 were captured and
paroled, and I am confident that my command destroyed for the
enemy over half a million dollars' worth of Government stores,
besides capturing and destroying .3,000 or 4,000 stands of small-arms.
Our operations necessitated the presence i>f from 5,000 to 8,000 of
the enemy's regular troops, who were held at different points to
watch and guard against our movements ; besides, our presence
afforded protection to a large section of country against the depre-
dations of th'fe gangs of robbers and bushwhackers, who had become
a scourge to the Southern citizens.

The nature of the service engaged in required rapid marches, and
the country being extremely rough and hilly good horses lasted but
a short time and many changes were necessary, and it was only with
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great care and considerable expense that the men could keep them-
selves mounted. Owing to the scarcity of forage and provisions our
expenses were very heavy, and as the people were unwilling to take

receipts or scrip for anything furnished us I was compelled to pay
all expenses in money out of my own funds. Receipts were taken
when circumstances would admit, all of which were captured with
my other papers by the enemy.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN M. HUGHS,
Colonel, Commanding Detachment.

Capt. Walter Weir,
A. A. G. , Johnson's Brigade.

JANTJAEY 3, 1864.—Action at Jonesville, Va.

Ryr.FOU'lS.
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willcox, U. S. Army.
No. 2.—Col. Wilson C. Lemert, Eighty-sixth Ohio Infantry.

No. 3.—Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army, commanding Confederate forces

in East Tennessee.

No. 4.—Brig. Gen. William E. Jones, C. S. Army, commanding Cavalry Brigade.

No. 5.—Lieut. Col. Alphonso F. Cook, Eighth Virginia Cavalry.

No. 6.—Capt. John B. Thompson, Twenty-seventh Virginia Cavalry Battalion.

No. 7.—Maj. James R. Claiborne, Thirty-seventh Virginia Cavalry Battalion.

No. 8.—Lieut. Col. Auburn L. Fridemore, Sixty-fourth Virginia Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willcox, V. S. Army.

Near Maynardville, January 6, 1864—8 a. m.,

General : I have just received a dispatch from Colonel Lemert
reporting a cavalry force at Jonesville, which encountered Major
Beeres' battalion. Sixteenth Illinois Cavalry, and captured it after a
fight. The force is represented to be Jones' brigade. Beeres lost 2

mountain howitzers and a 3-inch gun and a forage train of 31 wagons,
which he was protecting. He was scouting and had received intelli-

gence of no force besides that which he had previously encountered
and whipped. Colonel Thielemann, atjl^^ewell, reports a small force

of cavalry and infantry crossing the ClTncn. He does not say at what
ford ; he thinks it is intended to draw attention from the force on the
Jonesville road. Colonel Matson has been detained, but even with
his cavalry, if the report turns out true, the line is not safe, and
more cavalry is needed. Colonel Lemert reports that he has but one
day's full rations of hard bread and flour.

"the rebels are reported to have left Jonesville for Mulberry Gap
immediately after the fight. General Grant is here and going for-

ward this morning. Says if the infantry here is deeded he will send
me back word.

Please forward this to General Foster.

Very respectfully, yours,
O. B. WILLCOX,

Brigadier- General.
Maj. Gen. J. G. Parke,

Commanding Forces in Field, Strawberry Plains.
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No. 2.

Report of Col. Wilson C. Lemert, Eighty-sixth Ohio Infantry.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Cumberland Gap, January 5, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to make the following report

:

I regret to inform you of the loss of Major Beeres' command,
Third Battalion, Sixteenth Illinois Cavalry, parts of two companies
Sixteenth Illinois Cavalry, First Lieut. A. B. Alger and 17 men.
Twenty-second Ohio Battery, 2 mountain howitzers and 1 3-inch
Eodman gun.
On the 1st of this month I directed Major Beeres to attack the

rebel force at Jonesville, which was reported to me as 400 men of

Sixty-fourth and Twenty-seventh Virginia Mounted Infantry.
Major Beeres' command camped at Jonesville on Friday night,

and as I learn only picketed the. road in the direction of Stickley-

ville. At daybreak Sunday morning, General Sam. Jones' com-
mand of 2,000 rebels attacked Major Beeres from the direction of

Mulberry Gap, completely surprising and for some time driving
him into confusion. The major finally rallied his men and fought
the enemy till 3 p. m., when, his artillery ammunition having been
some time exhausted, and he having had 1 lieutenant and about 30

men killed, and 2 lieutenants wounded, he surrendered his force of

about 250 men, 1 rifled gun, and 2 mountain howitzers.
I have the above report from a servant of one of Major Beeres'

ofiicers. The enemy has driven in my outposts, and on Sunday last

he captured one of my forage trains, 21 wagons, some 15' miles this

[sidej of Jonesville, that Major Beeres was protecting.

The Seventy-first, Twenty-first, Eighty-fifth, Ninety-seventh,
Sixty-fourth, Twenty-seventh, and Ninth Virginia and the Tenth
Kentucky rebel regiments are said to be at Jonesville ; the exact
number I can not learn. The Eleventh Tennessee Cavalry is at Mul-
berry Gap, but I have been compelled to send couriers to recall them.
I have ordered Colonel Thielemann to detain Colonel Matson's com-
mand until I can communicate with General Willcox and send one
battalion to this post, which I hope will meet the approval of the
general. With the force here now I am unable to procure forage
or subsistence for my command. Lieutenant-Colonel Matson has
been delayed in complying with Spe^al Orders, No. 63, until now,
on account of his horses being unshod and unable to travel.

The servant who escaped from Major Beeres' command further
informs me that a short time before the surrender the major could
have retreated in this direction, but he took up another position and
renewed the attack, and in less than an hour he found his ammuni-
tion exhausted and his force surrounded, and was compelled to sur-
render.

I telegraphed Captain Bell, commissary ^ subsistence. Camp
Nelson, about the 20th of December for subsistence for my command
for thirty days, and he replied in two days that he had started one
train and was about to start another, but as I have telegraphed to
London I can hear of no train for this post. I fear my subsistence
has been turned toward Knoxville. I have only one day's full

rations for my present command of hard bread or flour and salt

meat, but plenty of fresh meat, sugar, and coffee.
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I am just informed that a force of 1,400 rebel cavalry left Jonesville
for Mulberry Gap immediately after Major Beeres surrendered, and I

fear the gap has been taken with the garrison of the Eleventh Ten-
nessee Cavalry.

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant,
W. C. LEMERT,

Colonel, Commanding Forces at Cumberland Gap -and Tazewell.

Colonel Bowman,
Chief of Staff.

No. 3.

Report of Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army, commanding
Confederate forces in East Tennessee.

RussellviLLE, January 9, 1864.

A portion of our cavalry, under Brig. Gen. W, E. Jones, attacked
on the 3d instant a force of 300 of the enemy near Jonesville, and
killed and wounded and captured the whole of it, with 3 pieces of

artillery and 20 wagons and teams.

General S. Coopek,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

J. LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General.

No. 4.

Report of Brig. Gen, William E. Jones, C. 8. Army, commanding
Cavalry Brigade.

Headquarteks Jones' Cavalry Brigade,
Jonesville, Va., January 7, 1864.

Colonel : Preparatory to executing the design imparted in your
confidential note of the 28th ultimo,* I moved my command across

Clinch River on the 2d instant. Soon after going into camp infor-

mation reached me that the enemy had driven Lieutenant-Colonel
Pridemore through this place, and was still going east. I at once
determined to cross Powell's Mountain that night to attack him in

rear, and ordered Colonel Pridemore to attack in front as soon as he
found me engaged. The weather wasantensely cold. Many of my
men could not be started from their camps. Every halt of a few
moments fires were started, and probably more than half of those

who did leave were far in rear before daylight. The road was rough
and in many places almost impassable from ice, but onward we went
with all that could or would go. One man was frozen to death and
many were badly frost-bitten.

Arriving at daylight in the vicinity of the enemy, well nigh con-

quered by the hardships encountered by my poorly clad and shod
men, I had the satisfaction to find we were une^ected guests. No
pickets were on the road we came. We were charging their camp
before they were aware of our presence. They flew to their arms
and fought manfully. Our leading company succeeded in capturing
their artillery, but was not supported quickly enough to avoid losing

it again. The enemy falling back took shelter in a farm-house and
outbuildings, placing his artillery so advantageously as to make

» See Vol. XXXI, Part III, p. 875.
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a heavy sacrifice of life necessary to dislodge him. Feeling secure
ot the prey my men were kept well sheltered, and skirmished just

enough to keep the enemy tiring his artillery to exhaust its ammuni-
tion. Toward sundown Colonel Pridemore made his appearance
east of the enemy, my command being to the west, thus hemming
him in the valley.

About this time the enemy quitted the houses and took position on
a neighboring eminence. As soon as he was far enough from his

shelter to make return impossible a general assault was ordered, a
surrender enforced in a few minutes.
We captured 383 of&cers and men, 45 of whom were wounded, and

we killed 10, took 3 pieces of atillery and 27 6-mule wagons and
teams. Five of the wagons were broken in the capture.

Early on the morning of the 4th one of my scouts returned, re-

porting the garrison at Cumberland Gap from 1,000 to 1,500, which
was confirmed from other sources.

My ammunition was nearly exhausted and my wagons, being com-
pelled to make a detour by Pattonsville, did not reach me until the
evening of the 5th, when it was too late to effect what was intended
for me to undertake. There is probably subsistence enough for my
men and horses to March 1 in this county, though long forage will

be scant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. E. JONES,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Col. G. M. SORBEL,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army East Tennesse.

[Indorsement.]

January 21, 1864.

Respectfully submitted to the President, who may be interested
by the success alluded to by the explanation of the causes that frus-

trated the more important enterprise.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

No. 5.

Report of Lieut. Col. Alphonso F. €o9k. Eighth Virginia Cavalry.

Hdqrs. Eighth Virginia Cavalry,
March 10, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to herewith transmit a report of the part
taken by the Eighth Regiment Virginia Cavalry in tlie action at

Jonesville, Lee County, Va., on 3d day of January, 1864.

On reaching the point in rear of the enemy's camp from which the
attack was made about 8 a. m. , I received an.^ order from General
Jones to place the three companies armed with pistols and sabers in

front. I did so, and placed Capt. H. C. Everett in command of tliose

companies, with instructions to charge the enemy's camp and take
his artillery and hold him in check until I could support him with
the other six companies. Captain Everett advanced at the trot until

he came opposite the camp, when he ordered one company to charge
the camp and the other two to charge after the battery of 3 guns
which the enemy was endeavoring to get into position in the road
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about 500 yards from their camp. I was prevented from following
up and supporting Captain Everett as it should have been done in
consequence of a bad place in the road, through which the men were
compelled to ride by file. When I reached the point at which we
entered the camp I could not ascertain where Captain Everett was,
and supposing thewhole force of the enemy to be in the camp I dis-

mounted my men as quickly as possible and went to the reliet of the
company then engaged.
In the mean time Captain Everett had taken possession of the artil-

lery, held it a few minutes, and had been driven back by over-
whelming numbers. My men, aided by a portion of the Twenty-
seventh Virginia Battalion, drove the enemy's advance in a few
minutes from their positions behind trees, rocks, &c. , in the camp,
Avhen they fled in confusion back to where their main force had taken
position in and around Milburn's house. I then reformed the six

companies and advanced through the field under fire from the artil-

lery to a fence about 400 yards from their position. Here I halted
and kept up a heavy fire for a few minutes, when I received an order
from General Jones to move my command to the hill on the left and
take possession of Milburn's house if possible. I then left two com-
panies to guard the road, and took the other four with me to the top
of the hill. Here I found a portion of the enemy's force, and after

collecting all the men I could from other commands we drove them
from the woods through the corn-field and down the hill into Mil-

burn's house and outhouses. As soon as I came in full view of their

position and numbers I saw that it would be folly to attempt to take
the house, as I saw more men enter it and the outhouses than I had
with me to make the attack. I then withdrew into the woods again
to await further orders. The enemy made several attempts to regain

the woods, but failed in all.

About 3 p. m. I received an order from General Jones to send a
portion of my command across to the road leading to Crank's Gap.
I sent three companies under Captain Rocke to that road, and went
myself to bring up the two companies that were left on the road.

Before I could return an advance was made by the whole command
and the enemy surrendered unconditionally.

The loss in the regiment was—Lieut. A. H. Samuels and 4 enlisted

men killed and 7 wounded.
Both officers and men behaved as well as could be expected under

the circumstances. "* "•

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
^ ^ A. F. COOK,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Eighth Virginia Cavalry.

Lieut. W. M. Hopkins,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 6. v

Report of Capt. John B. Thompson, Ihventy-seventh Virginia Cav-
alry Battalion.

Official report of .the part taken by the Twenty-seventh Virginia

Battalion of Cavalry in the engagement at Jonesville, Lee County,
Va., on January 3, 1864

:

Lieutenant : On arriving within half a mile of the enemy's camp
on the morning of January 3 I was directed by General W, E. Jones,
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commanding, to move my battalion, already in column of fours, to

the main Cumberland Gap road, a short distance north of its then
present position, and upon reaching that road to charge the enemy's
camp in concert with two companies of the Eighth Virginia Cavalry,
who would move upon the river road. On arriving upon the eminence
above Wynn's house, a short distance west of the enemy's camp, I

became aware that I was ahead of the two companies of the Eighth
;

but satisfied that my approach had been perceived by parties of the
enemy who ran out of Wynn's house in the direction of their camp,
I determined to charge the enemy before they could be aroused in
their camp and get to their arms. This I did successfully, capturing
quite all the force stationed on the Cumberland Gap road, amount-
ing to 55.

In the loss I sustained a loss of 4 men severely wounded. The
enemy's loss was 3 killed on the field and 6 wounded.
After the capture of this force I dismounted my men, and leaving

a detachment sufficient to guard the prisoners I moved rapidly with
the remainder of my battalion within a short distance of the junction
of the Cumberland Gap and river road, below or west of Milburn's
house, into which and the outhouses a large body of the enemy had
taken refuge. Here I took position and awaited the arrival of the
rest of the troops. Shortly thereafter I moved my command to an
eminence on the left or north of the road, the enemy in the mean
time having taken position upon a second eminence in my front, also
to the left or north of the road. This position I occupied until a
general advance was ordered. I then moved directly upon the
enemy, who at once opened fire and kept it up until my line was near
them. Upon perceiving that they were completely invested by the
lines of other commands of the brigade, which were, like with my
own, advanced within a short distance of their position, they sur-
rendered about 3 p. m.
My loss in this advance was none killed and npne wounded.
My men and officers acted well throughout the engagement.

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN JB. THOMPSON,

Captain, Commanding, &c.
Lieut. W. M. Hopkins,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Jones' Brigade.

No. 7.

Report of Maj. James R. Claiborne, Thirty-seventh Virginia Cav-
alry Battalion.

Hdqks. Thirty-seventh Virginia Battalion Cav.,
Ball's Bridge, Lee County, Va., March 8, 1864.

General : In obedience to orders iust rec'feived calling for my
official report of the engagement at Jonesville, Va., on 3d day of
January, 1864, and at Gibson's Mill*, on February 22, 1864, I have
the honor to submit the following

:

On the evening of January 1, in obedience to orders, I withdrew
my pickets from near Mooresburg, on the Rogersville and Knoxville

See p. 411.



Chap. XLIV.] ACTION AT JONESVILLE, VA. 63

turnpike, and proceeded -witli my command to rejoin the brigade,
then encamped at Little War Gap.
The brigade having moved previous to my arrival at the latter

place, I followed and joined the brigade on the evening of January
2 on the north bank of Clinch River. Owing to the swollen condi-
tion of the stream and the extreme darkness of the night a number
of my men failed to cross, and remained on the south side of the
river.

My command was halted on the morning of January 3 with the
remainder of brigade for the purpose of reforming. Tthere ascer-
tained that many of my men had straggled from the line of march
on account of the severe cold and their naked condition, many being
entirely without shoes. I could not muster more than 100 effective

men. One man froze in the saddle and several others were frosted.

I was ordered to follow the Twenty-seventh Virginia Battalion
Cavalry. I entered the Jonesville and Cumberland Gap turnpike
some 300 yards below the enemy's camp at Jonesville, Va. We
moved up at a gallop in column of fours, well closed on the Twenty-
seventh Battalion, which halted on the summit of the hill and
opened a light fire upon the enemy, at the same time dismounting.
The road ahead being blocked, and having no orders but to follow
the Twenty-seventh, I dismounted a portion of my command and
formed on the left of the turnpike. We pursiied the enemy across

the field some 100 yards, capturing a number of prisoners. The en-

emy turning his battery upon us in open field and at short range,
ray command fell back a short distance, where I succeeded in rally-

ing all, except such as were guarding prisoners to the rear. By your
orders I then moved by the left flank and succeeded in carrying a
hill heavily timbered and occupied by a few of the enemy's skir-

mishers and overlooking his battery. Shortly after my occupation
of this hill Lieutenant-Colonel Cook came up wi*h a detachment of

the Eighth Virginia Cavalry and took command of the whole. The
enemy with a small force made an attempt to retake the hill, but
were repulsed and pursued by us to within some 250 yards of his

main body, when he opened upon us with grape and canister, and
thinking it impracticable to attempt to drive him from the Milburn
house, near the center of his lines, we fell back to the summit of

the hill, where we remained, exchanging a few occasional shots with
the enemy till about 3. 30 p. m. , when Colonel Cook was withdrawn
with his detachment. In some twenty minutes after I was ordered

to move forward upon the enemy, who had evacuated the Milburn
house, and then occupied the hill directly toward Jonesville and in

my front.

In making this move the enemy fired several volleys into my ad-

vancing line, which was informally drawn on account of the nature

of the ground over which we had to pass ; and at this time of the

engagement I sustained my only loss, which was 4 men severely

wounded, none killed. ^
I continued to advance, and when within 150 yards of the enemy

he cease'd firing and the engagement on my part here ceased.

Respectfully,
JAMES R. CLAIBORNE,

Major, Comdg. Thirty-seventh Virginia Battalion Cavalry.

Brig. Gen. William E. Jones,
Commanding Cavalry Brigade.
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No. 8.

Report of Lieut. Col. Auburn L. Pridemore, Sixty'-fourth Virginia
Cavalry.

Hdqks. Sixty-fourth Virginia Cavalry,
January 8, 1864.

Captain : On the morning of January 3, 1864, I received an order
from Brig. Gen. W. E. Jones to press the enemy on the north of the
road east of Jonesville. Moving forward double-quick for 11 miles,
I found Jonesville occupied by about 50 Yankees. I drew up in
line, dismounted, took possession of the hill east of town, and opened
fire. In ten minutes we had possession of the town. Not knowing
anything of the force or intention of General Jones I dispatched him
and awaited his further orders.

In a few minutes I received through a staff officer an order to
attack the enemy (now driven by the force below from MiJburn's to
a position on a high hill west of town) in a line perpendicular to the
Valley road. Just as my line of attack was formed Captain Caudill,
with 100 of the Tenth Kentucky, came up, making my whole
strength about 230. Major Richmond had command of the right,

Captain Caudill of the left wing. We now commenced to advance
through an old sage-grass field under fire of their artillery. We
moved to within 350 yards of the enemy's line and battery and
opened a well-directed fire on his front. After a few rounds I

observed that his lines might be easily flanked. I took command of
the right wing, leaving Major Richmond that of the left and Captain
Caudill's men. I had with me about 50 men. I soon took posses-
sion of a small ridge in the enemy's rear, having previously driven
the enemy's sharpshooters in off of the same ridge. Then ordered
Major Richmond forward (who was also on the advance) with an
intention to unite my whole force and charge the battery, but before
I could reorganize the line the enemy surrendered—240 in number,
3 pieces of artillery, 405 wagons, all of their arms, horses, &c.

Soldiers from all the regiments coming up who had won honors
in the morning and fought with us now, and justly entitled to share
with us, joined in collecting the spoils. What was retained in the
Sixty-fourth Virginia has been properly accounted for.

The Sixty-fourth Virginia and Tenth Kentucky, both officers and
men, acted gallantly. Major Richmond conducted his wing with
skill and ability.

I had Captain Poteet, Company B, wounded slightly ; Private
Bryant, Company B, wounded mortally ; Private Ratliff, Company
F, in leg slightly ; Private Flaney, Company I, in thigh severely.
Four non-commissioned officers and privates in Tenth Kentucky
wounded. Particulars not known.

I am, captain, your most obedient servants
A. L. PRIDEMORE,

Lieut. Col., Comdg. Sixty-fourth Virginia Cavalry.

Captain Martin,
Assistant Adjutant- General.



Chap. XLIV.] OPERATIONS ABOUT SPARTA, TENJJ". 65

JANUABY 3, 1864.—Scout from Memphis, Tenn., toward Hernando, Miss.

Report of Capt. Lucius B. Slcinner, Sixth Illinois Cavalry.

Hdqrs. Sixth Illinois Cavalry Volunteers,
Me 11q^his, Tenn., January 3, .1804.

Captain : Capt. D. L. Grimes, sent out this morning with detach-
ments of ComjDanies I and K, proceeded on the Hernando road to

within 4 miles of Hernando. He saw only some small sqiiads of the
enemy Avhen near that place, but hearing that there was a force in

the town too large for him to comijete with, he t(jok an easterly
course, intersecting the Holly Ford and Hernando road, and returned
to camp by that road.
The enemy are reported to be on Coldwater, with headquarters

at or near Coldwater Station, the troops very much scattered over
the country, from Coldwater to Senatobia, wherever they can obtain
forage. They are variously estimated in numbers, by some as high
as 8,000, iinder the command of Forrest, Faulkner, and others.

Very respectfully, vour obedient servant.
L. B. SKINNER,

Captain, Commanding Detachment Sixth Illinois Cavalry.

Capt. F. W. Fox.
J.6'6' ista nt Adj i itant-Gen era I.

JANUARY 4-14, 1864.—Operations about Sparta, Tenn.

Report of Col. TJiornas J. Harrison, Eighth Indiana Cavalry.*

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Cedar Grove, January 14, 18G4.

General : I have the honor to report that on the 4th instant I

l)roceedeci to the other side of the Cumberland Mountains with ;3()0

meii, dividing them into four parties. Capt. Thomas Herring was
sent down Caney Fork with (iO men ; Capt.^W. W. Do Witt with 50

men directly on Sparta ; Captain Leavell d(7wn the Blue Spring Cove
with oO men, and I headed a party of (JO men that descended the

mountain at the head of the Calfkiller. We respectively reached

the points designated at daylight on Tuesday morning. My orders

to the varioiis "parties were to move in the direction of Sj)arta and

co7icenti'ate at that point in the evening, arresting all tlui men that

could be f(mnd. The points designateil include the localities of Cap-

tain Carter's, Capt. Champ Ferguson's, Major Bledsoe's, and Colonel

Murray's squads of bushwhackers. Our move reVilted in consid-

erable skirmishing. We remained on the Calfkiller for five days,

and in the time Ave killed 4 of the bushwhackers and wounded 5 or G,

captiiring 15, including a captain and lieutenant, .^50 horses, and 20

stand of arms. Wa visited the farm of Champ Ferguson on two
occasions, capturing much of tlie sutlers goods taken by him from
Colonel Brownlow's sutler, and 5 of his horses, with many valuable

•' See also Thomas' report, p. 7.
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articles. We had 2 men captured by straggling, but they were
stripped of horses, arms, and valuable clothing, and turned loose.

Before we left the valley these bandits would liy to the mountains
on the approach of even a squad of our men.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. J. HAERISON,
Colonel, Commanding.

[Brig. Gen. William D. Whipple,
Chief of Staff.]

JANUARY 5, 1864.—Skirmish at Lawrence's Mill, Tenn.

Beports of Col. Oscar H. La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry,
commanding Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., First Cavalry Division,
Department of the Cumberland,

Mossy Creek, Tenn., January 5, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that the forage detail, Second
Brigade, to-day attacked the enemy's picket at Lawrence's Mill, 5

miles east of Mossy Creek, and captured 12 men with their arms and
9 horses, without loss.

Very respectfully,

O. H. LA GRANGE,
Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. John Pratt,
Asst. Adji. Gen., First Cavalry Division, Dept. Cumb.

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division,
Department of the Cumberland,

Near Mossy Creek, January 5, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that the scout to Lawrence's
Mill has just returned, bringing 1 lieutenant and 11 men prisoners.

The battalion reported at the mill had not been stationed there, but
at Hunt's Mill, li miles from Lawrence's, and had removed before
we arrived, leaving a picket, most of which was captured. The
nearest rebel force is reported to be at Panther Springs. Inclosed
please find list of prisoners.* - »

Very respectfully,

O. H. LA GRANGE,
Colonel, Comdg. 2d Brig.

Capt. John Pratt,
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division.

JANUARY 6, 1864.—Attack on Steamer Delta,^n the Mississippi River.

Report of Col. Lawrence S. Boss, Sixth Texas Cavalry, commanding
brigade.

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Jackson's Cavalry Div.,
Gaines' Landing, Mississippi Biver, January 6, 1864—7 p. m.

Major : The transport Delta was disabled by my battery at 12 m.
to-day, run to the opposite shore, and abandoned. Largo gun-boat,

* List omitted.
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name not visible, came up ; received three raking shots and sought
safety in flight, having fired but once. Have but one inferior flat-

boat, and cannot cross for high wind and waves. Looking for Col-
onel Harrison's forces on the other bank every minute. He has not
come to time. Carried 2,000 stands of arms 50 miles on horses. Suc-
ceeded in crossing some and hid them in the cane with small guard.
Tried to haul boats from the Sunflower, but wagons could not pass
over the road. Broke the axle-tree of one of my rifled pieces in the
action to-day. Will save the piece. Great many boats running the
river. I will be forced to leave the river in two or three days on
account of the mud and scarcity of supplies.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.
L. S. ROSS,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.
Major Holt,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

JAWUAEY 9, 1864.—Skirmish at Terman's Ferry, Ky.

Report of Maj. Rhys M. Thomas, Fourteenth Kentucky Infantry.

Catlettsburg, Kt.,
January 16, 1864.

Captain : As a company of Thirty-ninth Kentucky was moving
down the west bank of the Sandy River, between Louisa and Cat-
lettsburg, Ky., about 14 miles above the last place, a detachment of

Colonel Fergusons rebel regiment, about 150 men, led by Ferguson
in person, attacked the company, who were in camp for the night,

and killed 1 lieutenant and captured 1 lieutenant and 8 men. The
rebels crossed the Big Sandy River on the ice. The Union force

numbered 75 strong, commanded by Captain King. Twenty men
were sent to hospital at Ashland, being badly frozen.

R. M. THOMAS,
Major, Commanding Post.

Capt. W. P. Anderson,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

JANUARY 10, 1864.—Skirmish near Mossy Creek, Tenn.

Report of Col. Oscar H. La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry,

commanding Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division.

Mossy Creek,
January 10, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that a scouting party from
the Second Brigade to-day surprised one of the enemy's outposts, on
the Dandridge road about 6 miles from Mossy Creek, and killed 4,

including 1 lieutenant, besides making 7 prisoners, without loss.

Very respectfully,
- O. H. LA GRANGE,

Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. John Pratt,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., 1st Cav. Div., Dept. of the Cumberland.
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JANUARY 10-11. 1864.—Scout from near Dandridge to Clark's Ferry,

Tenn.

Report of Col. William J. Palmer, Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Headquarters Anderson Cavalry,
James Evans' Ford, Tenn., January 11, 1864—3 p. m.

Sir : I have the honor to report that a small expedition sent out
by me last night to Clark's Ferry, 17 miles above this point, on the
French Broad, has returned this morning with 7 prisoners, infantry
and cavalry, belonging to South Carolina and Tennessee regiments.
Two of tlie prisoners (one a brigade forage master), belonging to

Dibrell's brigade, of Armstrong's division, and both on a separate
examination, say that their brigade is at Dr. Boyd's, 2 miles from
the mouth of Chucky, on the Dandridge road and within half a mile
of French Broad River. They also say that the only other brigade
in their division (Harrison's) is, they believe, somewhere near Dib-
rell's ; also that their division left Panther Springs nearly a week
ago, on Monday or Tuesday.
The forage master is quite well informed, and says he issued

foi'age to 800 men for duty in his brigade ; that there are but two
brigades in Armstrong's division (Dibrell's and Harrison's) and two
in Morgan's ; that Harrison's brigade may be a very little larger
than Dibrell's ; and that one brigade of Morgan's division is not as
large as Dibrell's ; that his own regiment, the Eighth Tennessee,
has 140 men only ; that their cavalry horses are in good serviceable
condition, getting 24 ears of corn per day Jiow, when on full rations

;

that all the forage about Pantlier Springs and Morristown and
in the intermediate country to the French Broad and Chucky is

exhatisted, also on the banks of French Broad and Chucky on the
other side, and that they are now relying for forage on this side of
the French Broad and Chucky, getting it across by cant les and by
fording. He also says that Armstrong's and Morgan's divisions of
cavalry were both engaged in the last fight at Mossy Creek. One
of the infantry prisoners was acting commissary sergeant of his
regiment (the Second South Carolina Infantry, Kershaw's brigade,
McLaws' division). His brigade and division were at Russellville
when he left them day before yesterday, at which time Hood's divis-
ion was at Morristown. He earner awoss the river to run a mill near
Clark's Ferry, the three mills their division had about Russellville
not being sufficient. He confirms the report aboiit McLaws being
relieved and sent to Richmond.

I had the honor to send a report to General Elliott yesterday via
Headquarters Army of the Ohio, at Knoxville, it being impossible to
get it across the river in consequence of the ice. In that rejsort I
stated that Armstrong's division of cavalry had probably three bri-
gades. I now believe he has but two, and,^! do not think Martin's
entire cavalry force for duty without Jones'xo exceed 4,000, or with
Jones' to exceed G.OOO. (I inclose a copy of that report.)

. Very respectfully, &c.

,

WILLIAM J. PALMER,
Colonel, CoTnmanding.

Lieutenant Shaw,
Adg. Asst. Adjt. Oen., Cavalry Corps.
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flnclosure.]

Several citizens from Cocke County, near Parrottsville, who left

there yesterday, came to my camp to-day. From them I learned
that Longstreet commenced the construction of a pontoon early last

week at the Briar Thickets, 3 miles from the Clmcky (south side), on
the road leading from Morristown to Paint Rock ; that day before
yesterday a dispatch came to the men in charge to move to the saw-
mill at Parrottsville (where they prepared to take the stuff already
made yesterday) and to go on with the work. The citizens think the
pontoons will be thrown across the Chucky at Easterly's Perry, 3
miles from Parrottsville on the road to Warrensburg. This is also
the road leading to Paint Rock and Warm Springs. The French
Broad River is now filled with floating ice, and is not fordable or
ferryable.
The rebel cavalry will have to leave East Tennessee for lack of

forage, if they are not permitted to get the corn at Beaver Dam and
elsewhere on this side of the river.

The bearer is trustworthy. Please send me word by him of our
forces.

JAITUAKY 10-16, 1864,—Expedition from Vicksburg, Miss., to Sunnyside
Landing, Ark.

Itinerary of the Third Brigade, Third Division, Seventeentli Army
Corjys, Brig. Gen. Jasper A. Maltby, U. S. Army, commanding,
for January, 1864. *

January 10, the brigade embarked on steamers Madison, Era, and
Northerner, and proceeded up the Mississippi River to Sunnyside
Landing, 200 miles, to disperse rebel forces that were obstructing

navigation, and said to be attempting to cross arms and munitions
from the east to the west side. It having been ascertained at Sunny-
side that there were no rebel troops on either side of the river within

reach of infantry forces, the expedition was abandoned and the bri-

gade returned, reaching Vicksburg on the IGth. The brigade has
been in camp at Vicksburg the balance of ^e month.

JANUARY 11, 1864.—Scout to Lexington, Tenn.

Report of Col. Isaac E. Hawlcins, Seventh Tennessee Cavalry.

Paris, Tenn.,
January 14, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that up to last evening I remained
at Huntingdon. On the lltli I detached 100 men and sent tliena to

Lexington. Tliey capti;red some prisoners, and killed 1 guerrilla

in the very act of robbing. Captain Beatty brings the intelligence

that the Confederates are rapidly concentrating at Jackson ; they
have for some days been in considerable force near Trezevant, and

* From monthly return.
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after leaving Huntingdoii I was overtaken by a messenger who
stated that there was at McLemoresville and vicinity 1,000 rebels.

This naiist be a concentration of Newsom's men with those previously

near Trezevant.
A Colonel Hawkins, from near Nashville, passed Lexington going

toward Jackson about three days since, and from all south of Htint-

ingdon there seems to be a general movement in that way, and it is

certain that none of Newsom's men went out and that his headquar-
ters were on the 10th at Jackson. When I left Union City I had 262

men. I now have 364, and think with force sufficient to hold the
country I could recruit a regiment in a short time. I much need
arms, clothing, horses, and horse equipments. I would respectfully

suggest that the establishment of a post at Trenton at the earliest

practicable moment would be attended by the best of results. A
large nximber, say 70, conscripts have reported to me, and asked
to be paroled, in some few cases bringing arms and horses.

It will be totally impracticable for Lieutenant Campbell to reach
his regimsnt by way of Lexington, and he will this day report to

Colonel Mills, at Paiis, Tenn.
I have the honor, general, to be your obedient servant,

ISAAC R. HAWKINS,
Colonel, Commanding Seventh Tennessee Cavalry.

Brig. Gen. A. J. S.¥ITH,

Commanding Tliird Division, Sixteenth Corps.

JANUARY 11-12, 1861—Expedition from Maryville up the Little Ten-
nessee Biver, Tenn.

Report of Lieut. Col. Eohert Klein, Third Indiana Cavalry.

Hdqrs. Third Battalion, Third Indiana Cavalry,
Maryville, Tenn., January 14, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the following in regard to a late

expedition from my command up the Little Tennessee River, in
which I broke iip a nest of guerrillas composed of absentees, deserters,

and paroled soldiers of the rebefarmy, and rebel citizens who had
been stealing stock and goods from the loyal citizens of Blount and
Monroe Counties, and taldng the same to North Carolina to sell them.
Their force was variously estimated from 50 to 200 strong, camped
on both sides of the Tennessee River, at a place known as Chilhowee,
24 miles from this place. I left camp with 100 men on the 11th
instant at .3 p. m. , and stopped at night at the Harrison Ford, 8 miles
from their camp, until next morning, when at early dawn I at-

tempted to throw half my force across the uiver, which was nearly
swimming for a horse all of the way across ; current swift, and much
mush ice running. Here I lost First Sergt. ' Bernhard Kraft, Com-
pany K, and his horse by drowning, and came near losing more. I

was only ablfe to get 28 men across on the best horses. We then
moved up the river, on either side, in concert, as fast as the block-
aded roads would admit, scattering their pickets and charging into
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their camps, routingthem completely, capturing 1 captain, 1 first lieu-
tenant, and 21 men, their arms, horses, equipments, &c., without fur-
ther loss to us. The prisoners have been put in charge of the pro-
vost-marshal of this county to forward to General Carter ; the horses,
arms, and equipments are taken iip on my quartermaster's return.
Having no intermediate headquarters to report to, I make this re-

port direct to your headquarters.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ROBERT KLEIN,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Co-minanding.

Assistant Adjutant-General,
Headquarters Department of the Ohio.

JANUARY 12, 1864.—Skirmish near Mossy Creek, Tenn.

Reports of Col. Oscar H. La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry, com-
mandiny Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division.

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division,
Mossy Creek, Tenn., January VZ, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that the forage detail from
the Second Brigade to-day drove back one of the enemy's outposts,

for the purpose of foraging behind it. Killed 1 and captured 15

prisoners, without loss.

Very respectfully,

O. H. LA GRANGE,
Colonel, Cominanding.

Capt. John Pratt,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Cavalry Division, Dept. Cumberland.

JANUARY 13, 1864.—Skirmish at Ragland Mills, Bath County, Ky.

Report of Capt. William P. Anderson, jLsst. Adjt. Gen. U. S. Army.

Lexington, Ky., January 15, 1864.

General: On the 10th instant Col. J. M. Brown, Forty-fifth

Regiment Kentucky Infantry, stationed at Mount Sterling, sent a
party of 12 enlisted men, under command of Lieut. Robert H. Wilson,
of his regiment, on reconnoitering service. Hearing of a party of

35 guerrillas being encamped at Ragland Mills, Bath County, Ky.,

Lieutenant Wilson attacked them at daylight on the morning of

the ISth, taking 13 of their number. Lieutenant Wilson's loss was
but 1 horse killed.

W. P. ANDERSON.
General Potter,

Chief of Staff.
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JANUARY 13, 1864.—Skirmish near ColUerville, Tenn.

Report of Maj. Ira R. Gifford, Ninth Illinois Cavalry.

Headquarters Ninth Illinois Cavalry,
ColUerville, Tenn., January 13, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that in pursuance of orders

from your lieadqiiarters. I moved out on the road to Pleasant Hill

with a battalion of the Ninth lUiiiois Cavalry, numbering about 60

men ; Avhile crossing the Nonconnah Ave heard firing about 1 mile to

our left. I moved over the stream as rapidly as possible, the cross-

ing being very bad, and before the command had crossed the firing

seemed to be coming toward us. I ordered the advance company
f(jrward about 60 rods to a road crossing at right angle, where I saw
a small party of soldiers pass at full speed. I knew them to be our
own men by their uniform. I then ordered a halt, dismounted two
companies, and moved forward in direction of the firing, sending one
c()])ii)any around on our left flaiik mounted. We liad advanced
about 100 yards through a thicket of brush when we met the enemy
coming toward us, numbering from 50 to 100 men. and within 50

yards of us. I tlienojiened fire on tliem and emptied many saddles,

the enemy falling back in great confusion, leaving 1 man mortally
woimded'on the field, 6 horses, 5 carbines and revolvers, together
with 4 prisoners out of the 5 they had previously taken from the
command sent out previous to our being ordered out.

I skirmished on throiigh the woods about three-quarters of a mile,

then mounted my men and pursued the enemy about 3 miles, and
finding they had "too mucli the start, I returned to camp. Our loss,

none. From indications on the field the enemy's loss must have been
heavy.

I remain your obedient servant,

IRA R. GIFFORD,
Major Ninth Illinois Cavalry.

Col. A. G. Brackett,
Commandinij Second Brigade.

Great credit is due comiDany commanders.

[iDclorsement.]

Hdqrs. Second Brigade. Cavalry Div., 16th A. C,
ColUerville, Tenn., January 14, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to division headquarters.
It has been ascertained since the fight that 1 rebel was killed and

7 were wounded. Private James A. Montgomery, of the Ninth Illi-

nois Cavalry, Company M, is missing. Th^ party which Major
Gifford attacked was the same one which fired into the railroad train
on the 13th instant.

ALBERT G. BRACKETT,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.
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JANUARY 13-14, 1864.—Affair at Sevierville (13th) and skirmish at

Schultz' Mill, Cosby Creek, Tenn. (14th).

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant, U. S. Army, commanding Military Division of

the Mississippi.

No. 3.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding Department of the

Ohio.

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, U. S. Army, commanding Cavahy, Depart-

ment of the Ohio.

No. 4.—Col. William J. Pahner, Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

No. 5.—Col. John B. Palmer, Fifty-eighth Nortli Carolina Infantry, commanding
Western District of North Carolina.

No. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. Ulysses 8. Grant, U. 8. Army, commanding
Military Division of the Mississippi.

Nashville, Tenn.,
January 17, 1864. (Rec'd 5.30 p. m. 18th.)

On the 14th instant General Vance made a raid toward Sevierville

and captured a train of 23 wagons. He was promptly pursued by
Colonel Palmer, who recaptured the wagons and took 1 ambulance
loaded with medicines, 150 saddle-horses, and 100 stand of arms.
Vance and his assistant adjutant-general and insxDector-general are
among the prisoners captured.

U. S. GRANT,
Major-General.

Major-General Halleck,
General-in- Chief.

No 2.

Report of Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. 8. Army, commanding De-
2}artment of the Ohio.

^ :^N0xviLLE, Tenn.,
January 16, 1864.

I have the honor to report that on the 14th General Vance, brother

of Governor Vance, of North Cai-olina, with 300 cavalry, made a raid

toward Sevierville and captured a train of 23 wagons sent out from
Knoxville for forage. General Sturgis immediately ordered Colonel

Palmer with the Fifteenth Pennsylvania (Anderson Cavalry) to pur-

sue them. He did so with such activity that he came up with the

party as they had halted to feed, 23 miles' from Sevierville, surprised

them, recaptured all the wagons, drivers, and animals, and in addi-

tion a fine ambulance filled with medical stores, 150 saddle-liorses,

and 100 stand of arms. General Vance, with his adjutant-general

and inspector-general, were among the prisoners. The remainder of

the rebel party brolfe and fled to the mountains, closely pursued by
the Union Home Guards. General Sturgis speaks in high terms of

Colonel Palmer's activity and skill. As he has exhibited these qual-

ities on several occasions before, I recommend him for appointment
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as brigadier-general, and respectfully ask that you indorse the recom-
mendation as a reward for what Colonel Palmer has done and as an
incentive to other officers to imitate his example.

J. G. FOSTER,
Major-General, Commanding.

General U. S. Grant.

No. 3.

Report of Brig. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, U. S. Army, commanding
Cavalry, Department of the Ohio.

Dandkidge, Ja7iuary 15, 1864.

I have just word from Colonel Palmer, belonging to General
Elliott's command, and whom I had sent after a party 300 strong,

under command of General Vance, a brother of the Governor of

North Carolina, that he overtook them on Cosby Creek, 23 miles
from Sevierville, at 3 p. m. on the 14th instant. They had rested to

feed their animals, and were about to take the road to Newport when
he charged them, routing their entire command. He captured 52
prisoners, including General Vance, his adjutant-general, and in-

spector-general ; also about 150 saddle-horses and over 100 stand of

arms, besides destroying a large number of arms on the road. He
also captured a fine ambulance filled with medical stores and pro-
visions the rebels had picked up on their retreat from Sevierville.

He also recaptured all the wagons and mules, together with the
wagon-master and 23 other prisoners that were taken with the trains
captured from us near Knoxville.
The Home Guards are pursuing the dismounted rebels, who fled to

the mountains, and many of them will no doubt be captured. The
entire command is dispersed, and the rebels not captured will no
doubt return to their homes.
The enemy had 2 men wounded. Our loss was nothing. The

prisoners are on their way to Knoxville, and the train has been
returned to its wagon-master. General Elliott speaks in high terms
of Colonel Palmer's operations, and I would recommend him to your
special consideration.

S. D. STURGIS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Cavalry Corps.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster. - -

No. 4.

Report of Col. William J. Palmer, Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Hdqrs. Chief of Cavalry, Dept. of the Cumberland,
Dandridge, Tenn. , January 15, 1864.

Capt. W. C. Rawolle,
A. A. A. G., Hdqrs. Chief of Cav., Amiy of the Ohio :

Captain : I have the honor to inclose a report just received from
Col. W. J. Palmer, Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry. Colonel Pal-
mer and command deserve honorable mention for their gallant
conduct.

I am, captain, very resijectfully, your obedient servant,
W. L. ELLIOTT,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Cavalry, D. C.
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Headquarters Anderson Cavalry,
Near Sevierville. January 15, 1864.

Lieutenant : I have the honor to report, for the information of
the general commanding, that on learning that a cavalry force of
the enemy from North Carolina, under General Vance, had entered
Sevierville on the evening of the 13th and captured, a train of
eighteen wagons, I started in pursuit at 3 o'clock the next morning
from my camp on the French Broad, 4 miles from Dandridge, with
detachments of the Anderson Cavalry and the Tenth Ohio Cavalry,
amounting in all to less than 200 men.

After a march of 30 miles we found the enemy on Cosby Creek,
23 miles from Sevierville, and within about 5 miles of the Great
Smoky Mountains.
They had rested to feed their animals, and were about to take the

road thence to Newport. I immediately charged them in column
of fours, routing their entire command, which fled in the utmost
disorder, throwing away their guns, belts, blankets, saddle-bags, &c.,
and most of them quitting their horses.
We captured 52 prisoners, including Brigadier-General Vance,

brother of Governor Vance, of North Carolina, and a captain and
lieutenant of his stafl: (the assistant adjutant-general and acting
inspector-general of the command) ; also about 150 saddled horses,
and over 100 stand of arms, besides destroying a large number of
arms on the road.
We also captured a fine ambulance filled with medical stores, of

which we were sadly in need ; also a quantity of bacon, salt, meal,
&c. , picked up by the rebels on their retreat from Sevierville.
We also recaptured all the wagons and mules, together with the

wagon-master and 23 other prisoners, that were taken with the
train. Four of these were loyal citizens who had been tied to pre-
vent their escape.
The enemy had 2 men wounded. Our loss was nothing. I have

sent Home Guards to scour the mountains for dismounted rebels, of
whom doubtless a considerable number will be captured.
The entire force is dissipated, and the men not captured will prob-

ably return to their homes.
General Vance's assistant adjutant-general informs me that the

force we attacked was about 300 men.
Colonel Thomas, with 150 Indians, cojpanosing the rest of the invad-

ing force, with two pieces of artillery and ten to twelve wagons, re-

mained back at Gatlinburg (14 miles from Sevierville), where he
will probably remain until he hears of the defeat of Vance.

If some fresh cavalry can be sent here immediately, these Indians
and guns can be captured.
General Vance informs me that he left Asheville, N. C, with his

command on the 8th instant, and that his men have been in the
saddle ever since.

He came through Waynesville, Quallatown,\ and Gatlinburg.
Nearly all of them had new horse equipments, and all were well
clad. I have forwarded the prisoners to Knoxville, and returned
the train to its wagon-master.

I am, lieutenant, yours, very respectfully,

WM. J. PALMER,
Colonel, Commanding.

Lieutenant Shaw,
Acting Assistant-Adjutant General.



76 KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XLIV.

No. 5.

Report of Col. John B. Palmer, Fifty-eighth North Carolina In-
fantry, commanding Western District of North Carolina.

Hdqrs. Western District of North Carolina,
Asheviile, January 19, 1864.

Colonel : I regret to state that positive information has just been
received that Brig. Gen. R. B. Vance, lately commanding this dis-

trict, is a prisoner in the hands of the enemy. He was captured at

Schultz' Mill, on Cosby Creek, in Cocke County, Tenn., on Thursday
afternoon last.

General Vance crossed Smoky Mountain from Jackson County, in
this State, to East Tennessee on Tuesday, the 12th instant, with one
section of artillery, 375 cavalry, and 100 infantry. Leaving Col. W.
H. Thomas and Lieut. Col. J. L. Henry with the balance of the force
at Gatlinburg, 4 miles below the Smoky Mountain, General Vance
proceeded with 180 cavalry to Sevierville, where he, on Wednesday
at 3 p. m., captured a train of seventeen wagons, with which he
started for Newport, Tenn., via Schultz' Mill.

At this latter place he, on Thursday, about 2 p. m. , stopped and re-

mained about one and a half hours. Here he was surprised by a force
of the enemy's cavalry, estimated at about 400, coming from their
camp 6 miles below Sevierville, and himself, 1 captain, 2 lieutenants,
and 37 privates, together with about 100 horses, 1 ambulance, &c.,
captured. The captured wagons and teams were also retaken by the
enemy. There being no rear guard or pickets out, the enemy were
enabled to approach v/ithin 100 yards before they were discovered.
The surprise was complete.

Col. W. H. Thomas, commanding the party left at Gatlinburg, had
been ordered to fall back with his infantry and to send Lieutenant-
Colonel Henry with his cavalry and artillery to Schultz' Mill, M^here
they were directed to take up a position and await the arrival of
General Vance. (See copy * of order marked A. ) Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Henry, commanding the cavalry and artillery, replied that he
thought it best to fall back with Colonel Thomas, and failed to move
as directed. (See statement* marked B, by Lieutenant Davidson,
General Vance's acting assistant adjutant-general.) Lieutenant-
Colonel Henry, however, proceeded to Schultz' Mill on Friday, and
the enemy having retired passed safely on to Newport, and is now
on his way up French Broad.

It is believed that if Lieutenant-Colonel Henry had obeyed the
orders sent him, or even Avithout his force if precautions had been
taken to prevent surprise, this calamity could have been avoided and
the train saved, as the country immediately above Schultz' Mill is

admirably adapted to defense.
I shall feel it incumbent upon me to place Lieutenant-Colonel

Henry under arrest for disobedience of orders, to await the decision
of the general commanding as to whether h^shall be tried by the
general court-martial now in session at this place.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JNO. B. PALMER,

Colonel, Commanding District.

Col. G. W. Brent,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Army of Tennessee.

* Not found.
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FFirst indorsement.]

February 2, 1864.

Respectfully submitted for the information of the President, who
may feel interested to learn the cause of General Vance's capture.
It seems to have resulted from disobedience of orders by another and
lack of due precaution by himself.

J. A. SEDDON.
[Second indorsement.]

War Office :

The officer being in captivity, no action is practicable which seems
l^roper.

J. D.

JANUARY 14, 1864.—Scout from Collierville, Tenn.

Report of Col. Albert G. BracJcett, Ninth Illinois Cavalry, com-
manding brigade.

Collierville, Tenn., January 14, 1864.

Dispatch received. I sent out a scout to-day under Major Bishop.
He has returned. Went as far as Dudy's Mill on the Coldwater.
On his return went within 2 miles of Quinn's Mill. No enemy there
since the 50 or 60 were in this section yesterday. They returned
south of the Coldwater last evening. No indication of an enemy.
Major Gifford killed 1 and wounded 7 of those [who] fired upon the
train yesterday.

A. G. BRACKETT,
Colonel, Co'mmanding Brigade.

General Grierson.

JANUART 14, 1864.—Scout to Baldwin's Ferry, Big Black River, Miss.

Report of Maj. James Ketner, First Kansas Mounted Infantry.

Headquarters First Kansas Mounted Infantry,
January 15, 1864.

Colonel : In obedience to your orders of January 14, 1 took com-
mand of Companies A, B, F, and G, iji all about 40 men, and pro-

ceeded with them to Baldwin's Ferry lor the purpose, as ordered, of

destroying any and all flat-boats, ferries, or other means of crossing

the river that I might find at or in the vicinity of said ferry. On
my way to the ferry, and while there, I saw no signs or indications of

any enemy, and in fact saw nothing by which the rebels or any one
else could cross the river. I then divided my command and sent

Lieut, and Adjt. John A. Henry with 10 men up the river. About
1 mile above the ferry he discovered a place where citizens or others

had been floating cotton across the river, and about one half mile
farther up he discovered on the opposite side of the river a small
skiff half full of water and evidently not in use by any one. At
Webb's he discovered 6 bales of the cotton that had been floated

across the river from Baldwin's Ferry. Both up and down the river

there is no road, so that we were compelled to pick our way through
undergrowth, over fallen trees, and through swamps and almost im-
passable marshes. With the remaining '60 men I started down the

river, but coiild not get to the river at any point, and after traveling
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over about 6 miles of territory below the ferry I returned to camp
without having seen any of the enemy or eVen hearing of them.
Citizens through the country all tell me that no rebels have been
over the river since the raid about Christmas. I found no boats of
any description, nor could I find any evidences of crossing at any
point. Could learn of only two points of crossing, to wit, Baldwin's
and Hall's Ferries. I would suggest as the only feasible plan at

present that a skiff be manned at the bridge and sent down the river.

I am satisfied that if there are any private ferries, flat-boats, skiffs,

or other means of crossing the river they can in this way be dis-

covered ; and if, which is possible, although not very probable, the
party should be surprised on their way down, if necessary they can
abandon the skiff on the west side of the river and escape, and thus
accomplish the object of their mission. The river is now very high,
and I am of the opinion that no rebels are crossing at all.

I am, sir, your obedient servant,
JAMES KETNER,

Major, Commanding Detachment.
Lieut. Col. N. W. Spicer,

Commanding First Kansas.

JABTJABY 16-17, 1864.—Operations about Dandridge, Tenn., including
sMrmisheg (16th) .at Eimbrough's Cross-Roads and on Bend of Chucky
Boad, and action (17th) near Dandridge.

REPORTS.*
No. 1.—MaJ. Gen. John G. Parke, U. S. Army.
No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, U. S. Army, commanding Cavalry, Army

of the Ohio.

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. "Washington L. Elliott, U. S. Army, commanding Cavalry,
Department of the Cumberland, including operations to January 28.

No. 4.—Col. Edward M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding First

Cavalry Division, Department of the Cumberland.
No. 5.—Col. Archibald P. Campbell, Second Michigan Cavalry, commanding

First Cavalry Division, Department of the Cumberland.
No. 6.—Col. Thomas J. Jordan, Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, commanding First

Brigade.

No. 7.—Lieut. Col. Benjamin Smith, Second Michigan Cavalry.

No. 8.—Maj. Edward G. Savage, Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

No. 9.—Col. Oscar H. La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry, commanding Second
Brigade.

No. 10.—Col. Frank Wolford, First Kentucky Cavalry, commanding First Cav-
alry Division, Army of the Oliio.

No. 11.—Col. Israel Garrard, Seventh Ohio Cavalry, commanding Second Cavahy
Division, Army of the Ohio.

No. 12.—Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army.

No. 1.

Report, of Maj. Gen. John G. Parke, U. S. Army.

Strawberry Plains,
January 18, 1864—i p. m.

I sent you a dispatch yesterday evening from Dandridge that Long-
street was immediately in our front with a large force of infantry.

*See also Foster's report, pp. 41,45.
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On the day previous Sturgis made a move on Kimhrough's Cross-
Roads. He met but little opposition until he reached the cross-roads.
There he found infantry in force, said to be a division. While this
force was moving out to that road the enemy's cavalry came in on
the Bend of Chucky road and drove Wolford into the infantry sup-
ports. On yesterday morning we found the enemy in li^e of battle
3 or -t miles from town. During the day General Sheridan built a
bridge of wagons at the bend below town and crossed Harker's
brigade, but to his mortification he found at dark that he was on an
island, and that it would require four more hours to complete this
bridge. While the bridge was being constructed and scarcely fin-

ished, they made a firm assault on our whole line, both columns and
lines of infantry being invisible. Our loss was severe, considering
the short duration of the affair.

We have prisoners from Hampton Legion, Hood's division.

One of our men, taken prisoner during the siege of Knoxville,
escaped from them three days ago, at Morristown. He reports that
all their infantry had left Morristown, and that he also saw them at

Kimbrough's Cross-Roads at 2 o'clock yesterday. This attack, this

force, and proximity to our position, taken in consideration with the
unfinished state of the bridge, determined [me] to retire at once
upon Strawberry Plains, and the movement is now in progress. I

have had no definite report from General Willich, who commands the
rear guard, but the general report is that the enemy is not pressing.

They have their cavalry on our flanks. I have ordered the force

at Mossy Creek to retire, and our cavalry is retiring with us to the
plains. The ford of the French Broad was considered rather un-
certain, and risks for night unknown.

I will probably go into the plains this evening. I will remain here
until I hear definitely from the rear guard. Please send me orders
at Strawberry Plains for disposition and movements of troops.

Very respectfully,

JOHN G. PARKE,
Major- General,

General Foster.

No. 2.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, -il. S. Army, commanding
Cavalry, Army of the Ohio.

Headquarters Cavalry Corps,
Dandridge, Tenn., January 16, 1864—11 p. m.

General : I moved my cavalry forward this morning with the
intention of occupying Kimbrough's Cross-Roads. Colonel Gar-
rard's division moved on the Bull's Gap road, followed by General
Elliott's division. Colonel Wolford's division advaaiced on the Bend
of Chucky road. Four miles out Colonel Wolford encountered the
mass of the enemy's cavalry. To relieve him we pressed the harder
toward the cross-roads, where we encountered a division of the en-

emy's infantry (which was moved there last night), with ai-tillery.

In the mean time I had ordered Colonel Wolford to fall back on this

place if hard pressed. It was impossible to aid Colonel Wolford
from the main column without returning to within 3 or 3 miles of

this place, which was done.



80 KX., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. . [Chap. XLIV.

I regret most deeply out inability to secure these cross-roads, as I

deem it the most important point in our front ; but the enemy being

also awake to its importance has occupied it with infantry, as I

feared he would, and rendered it impossible for me to drive him out

with cavalry.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. D. STURGIS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding Cavalry Corps.

General Foster.

Headquarters Cavalry Corps,
Maryville, Tenn., February 4, 1864.

General : I have the honor to submit the following report of the

operations of the cavalry of this department near Dandridge on the
16th and 17th of January, 1864 :

My command, consisting of Colonels Wolford and Garrard's divis-

ions, cavalry. Department of the Ohio, and Colonel McCook's cav-

alry division. Department of the Cumberland, was moved from
Mossy Creek to Dandridge on the 14tli of January for convenience of

forage and subsistence, driving in the enemy's pickets then posted
on the eastern skirts of the town. The troops being continually on
the march and no previous opportunity offering to supply them, the
15th was devoted to issuing necessary clothing and boots. On the
16th of Januai-y, the enemy's cavalry being in close proximity, I

ordered Colonel Wolford with his division to move forward on the
Bend of Chucky road, to secure the country as far as Long Creek,
while Colonels Garrard and McCook with their divisions advanced
on the Bull's Gap I'oad to Kimbrough's Cross-Roads, 9 miles from
Dandridge. I soon found that the enemy had massed his entire
cavalry force on the Chucky road, 5 miles from Dandridge, while
Colonel Garrard encountered a division of infantry (moved down
from Morristown the previous night) in position at the cross-roads.
Colonel Wolford becoming heavily pressed, I ordered Colonel
McCook with his division to move over to his assistance, and the
enemy was repiilsed from the position taken from Colonel Wolford.
The object of the reconnaissance being accomplished. Colonel

Garrard was ordered to return, and'also placed in position protecting
the Bull's Gap road. Night coming on. Colonel Wolford was
ordered to take the right of our line on the Hays' Ferry road, his
riglit resting on the French Broad River, 2 miles above Dandridge,
Colonel Garrard's division in the center covering the Chucky road,
connecting with Colonel Wolford 's left and Colonel McCook's
right, whose division held the Bull's Gap and Mossy Creek roads.
Receiving information about noon on the 1 7th that the enemy was

no doubt preparing for an attack, I orderedjny command to form
line of battle in the order above indicated ana await his advance.
At 4 p. m. the enemy drove in one regiment of our infantry,

picketing inside of my vedettes on our extreme right, and advanced
with great futy on our left, attacking Colonel McCook's division.
A battery was then pushed forward by the enemy, sLelling our
center, to cover the advance of his strong line of infantry.
My whole line was now engaged, and the regiment of our infantry

in front of Colonel Garrard compelled to give way, so that the cav-
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airy was on this occasion engaging the entire force of the enemy's
cavalry and three brigades ot infantry of Johnson's and Hood's
divisions.

The fighting was desperate, our troops charging repeatedly and
driving the enemy from his positions, our troops not falling back to
the ground held by them in the afternoon until after dark, when the
enemy moved up strong lines of pickets close to our linos.'

I would respectfully call your attention to the report of Col. E.
M. McCook with reference to the commanding officer of an infantry
regiment refusing him assistance at a moment when the exertion
and co-operation of every one was needed to avoid a terrible disaster.

Returning from the tield after dark, I found the infantry and
trains already moving in the direction of Strawberry Plains, and
was ordered by Major-General Parke to retire the cavalry on the
Dandridge and New Market road, crossing at McKinney's Ford,
when the command encamped on the north side of the Holston on
the 18th.

I would call your attention to the reports of division commanders
herewith inclosed.

The following is a recapitulation of casualties on the 16th and
17th of January : Eight men killed, 3 officers and 55 men wounded,
and 17 men missing ; total, 83.

I am, general, very respectfully,

S. D. STURGIS,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry Corps.

Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter,
Chief of Staff.

No. 3.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Washington L. Elliott, U. S. Army, com-
manding Cavalry.Departmentofthe Cumberland, including opera-

tions to January 38.

Headquarters Chief of Cavalry,
Fair Garden, Tenn., January 33, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to submit th.^ following report of the

operations of the troops of my command on the 16th and 17th near
Dandridge, Tenn. :

As yet, I have not received the report of Col. E. M. McCook, Sec-

ond Indiana Cavalry, commanding two of the brigades of First

Division (First, Col. A. P. Campbell, Second Michigan Cavalry,

commanding, and Second, Col. O. H. La Grange, First Wisconsin
Cavalry, commanding), and of the Eighteenth Indiana Battery,

Captain Lilly commanding.
On the 16th, I was ordered by General S. D> Sturgis, U. S.

Volunteers, commanding Cavalry, Army of the Ohio, to march on
the Bull's Gap road to support Colonel Garrard's Second Division

Cavalry, Army of the Ohio. When about 6 miles from Dandridge
my command was ordered to march to the support of Colonel Wol-
ford's First Division Cavalry, Army of the Ohio, engaged with the

enemy on the Chucky Bend road. It being impracticable from the

condition of the fields and by-roads to march directly across, my
6 R R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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command was countermarched, and with. First Brigade and Lilly's

battery the enemy was attacked on our left (his right), driving him
from a ridge which commanded the camps of my command. After

about one and one-half hours' fighting darkness stopped the pursuit

and we held the ridge.

The force of the enemy engaged consisted of cavalry (dismounted)

with artillery.

On the 17th, the enemy in considerable force attacked a regiment
of infantry on picket near my camp. The jjicket from the Second
Brigade charged his advance, taking al)out 15 prisoners of Hamp-
ton Legion (infantry).

The Second Brigade occupied the ridge taken on the 16th, but
could not hold it entirely against the siiperior force of infantry, and
after about two hours' fighting, darkness again leftus in possession of

part of the ridge, with our dismounted skirmishers confronting the
infantry skirmishers of the enemy, supported, as I was informed by
the prisoners taken, by four regiments of infantry in line of battle,

with artillery and a division of infantry in reserve.

In accordance with orders my command marched r-bout 10 p. m.
for New Market, crossing Holstoia River at M(;Kinney"s Ford, thence
via Knoxxalle to this place.

The Fifteenth Pennsylvania with detachment of Tenth Ohio Cav-
alry, Col. Wm. J. Palmer commanding, had been detached from my
command to the south side of the French Broad, where they cap-

tured Brigadier-General Vance and staff with 37 enlisted men, 150

saddle-horses, destroyed about 100 guns, and recaptured a train of

18 government wagons and trains and 23 enlisted men.
The First East Tennessee Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Brownlow

commanding, was also detached to re-enforce C<jlonel Palmer. Of its

operations I have as yet no report. The ofKcers and men of my com-
mand behaved with their usual gallantry. Those of my personal
staff and the staff of the cavalry command rendered me much assist-

ance.
I am, captain, A'^ery respectfully, your obedient servant,

AV. L. ELLIOTT,
Brig. Gen. and Chief of Cav., Department of the Cumberland.

Capt. W. C. Rawolle,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters Chief of Cavalry,
Department of the Cumberland,

Chattanooga, Term., February 2, 1804.

General : I have the honor to inclose copy of report of Col. W.
J. Palmer, Fifteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, of January 15, 1804,

and of my letter transmitting the same ; also copy of my report* of
operations of my command on north side of4,French Broad River,
near Dandridge, Tenn., on the 10th and 17th January, 1804.

Leaving Dandridge about 10 p. m. on 17th, on the 19th I received
at Knoxville, en route for Sevierville, a communication from Brig-
adier-General fSturgis stating that "some 4,000 of the rebel cavalry
are reported to be on the south side of the river (French Broad) and

*SeeiJ. 8L
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it is desirable to move out as soon as and as far as practicable;" also
that he could not leave then, trusting that I -would " take charge of
this matter." My command was compelled for want of subsistence
and forage to march from Dandridge to near Sevierville, fording the
Holston above Strawberry Plains and crossing on pontoon bridge at
Knoxville, a march of about 50 miles.
On the 20th, I received a communication from General Sturgis

saying

:

There is no remaining doubt as to the fact that Longstreet's forces are still in the
vicinity of Morristown and no intentions are entertained by him of advancing.
The question then with us is one purely of forage, and every mile gained now by
us in that direction by rapid marching will be so much the less to fight for. You
will please, therefore, push as vigorously forward in the general direction of the
Fi-ench Broad as is consistent with the necessary rest and feeding of your men and
animals.

On the 21st, I received reports from loyal citizens that the rebel

cavalry had crossed, or were crossing, the French Broad in large
force near Dandridge. In order to ascertain the truth of the report,

after consultation with Colonel Palmer, more familiar with all roads
and fords than the residents appeared to be, two strong columns
under Colonels McCook and Palmer, communicating with each
other, were pushed forward in the direction of Dandridge, driving
ymall parties of rebels from the fords and holding them, thereby
securing the forage our horses so much needed. Wolford's division

of the cavalry, of the Army of the Ohio, was ordered by me to Fair
Garden, at the junction of the Dandridge and Sevierville road, with
the Newport and Sevierville road.

I ordered Garrard's division of cavalry. Army of the Ohio, to

move on the Newport road, leaving one brigade at Little Pigeon,

and to guard the two fords near mouth of Boyd's Creek. The fore-

going disposition of the troops was made with a view to holding the

fords, securing the supplies in the rich Dutch and Irish bottoms of

the French Broad and Chucky Rivers—in the vicinity of which two
forage trains of the rebels were captured—and if too hard pressed

by the enemy's infantry, should he succeed in crossing the river, to

fall back in the direction of Maryville, the road to Knoxville being

very bad and that place being scarce of -subsistence and destitute of

forage.
On the 22d, at Fair Garden, I received from General Sturgis'

headquarters a communication stating the general commanding
hardly expected the troops to be as far advanced as they are at

present, considering the very bad condition of the roads.

On the 22d, by Special Orders, No. 31, Extract 21, headquarters

Department of the Ohio, January 21, 18G4, at my request I was
relieved from duty in the Department of the Ohio and ordered to

report to the major-general commanding the Department of the

Cumberland.
Leaving Fair Garden on the 23d, I had the h^ior to report at

headquarters of department on the 28t]i January.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. L. ELLIOTT,
Brigadier General, U. S. Vols., and Chief of Cavalry.

Brig. Gen. W. D. Whipple,
Assistant Adjutant-General and Chief of Staff.
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Headquarters Chief of Cavalry,
Department of the Cumberland,

Chattanooga, Tenn., February 21, 1864.

General : I have the honor to inclose herewith copies of reports

of Col. E. M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding First

Division, and Col. O. H. La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry, com-
manding Second Brigade, First Division, of the affair near Dan-
dridge, Tenn., on the 16th and 17th ultimo, which could not be
obtained in time to forward with my report to Brig. Gen. S. D.
Sturgis, of the 22d ultimo—a copy of which was forwarded to you
on the 2d instant. I also inclose herewith copies of reports of Col.

E. M. McCook, commanding First Division ; Col. A. P. Campbell,
Second Michigan Cavalry, commanding First Brigade ; Col. O.
H. La Grange, commanding Second Brigade, First Division, and of

Capt. Eli Lilly, Eighteenth Indiana Battery, attached to tlie cavalry
command, of the actions with Martin's two divisions of cavalry on
the 27th and 28th ultimo, near Fair Garden, Tenn. The services ren-
dered by these troops justly entitles them to be regarded as cavalry,
and every eifort should be made to keep them well mounted and
equipped.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. L. ELLIOTT,

Brig. Gen. , U. S. Volunteers, and Chief of Cavalry.

Brig. Gen. Wm. D. Whipple,
Assistant Adjxdani- General.

No. 4.

Reports of Col. Edward M. McCoolc, Second Indiana Cavalry,
commanding First Cavalry Division, Department of the Cumber-
land.

Headquarters First Cavalry Division,
Maryville, Tenn., February 2, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of the
report of Col. O. H. La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry,* com-
manding the Second Brigade of my^ division in the action near
Dandridge, Tenn., January 17, 1864, together with detailed lists of
the casualties

:

The First Brigade, Col. A. P. Campbell commanding, was en-
camped on the Mossy Creek road when the engagement commenced,
and was removed from its position and placed in line on the left of
the Morristown road connecting with the left of Colonel La Grange's
line, but was at no time engaged.
The report of Colonel La Grange is sufficiently comprehensive to

furnish statement of the positions and inciddtets of the action, and
I have nothing to add to it but my expression of admiration for the
determination and great courage of the officers and men of the
Second Brigade, which enabled them, acting as dismounted cavalry,
encumbered with their led animals, to successfully repulse, in a
wooded position, largely supericjr iiunibors of the flower of the
enemy's infantry.

* See p. 90.
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I have to note among the casualties of the day the severe and dan-
gerous wounding of Capt. W. W. La Grange, First Wisconsin Cav-
alry, who fell while leading his men in a desperate hand-to-hand
fight. He was a young officer of distinguished bravery and great
promise.
The prisoners taken on this occasion represented the different regi-

ments of the Hampton Legion, Longstreet's corps. ' I retained pos-
session of the wooded eminence, which was the object of the after-
noon's fight, until 11 p. m., when, in accordance with orders from
General Elliott, I retired with my command over the Mossy Creek
and New Market road, bringing off all my transportation, wounded,
and killed. It is the first time that my division has been engaged in
a hand-to-hand conflict with the enemy's infantry, and the result
gives me increased confidence in their ability to sustain themselves
under any circumstances against any force.

I called upon the officer commanding a regiment of infantry on
picket in the rear of where we were fighting to assist us by placing
his men in the position on our left afterward occupied by my first

brigade. His response was that " he was placed there on picket and
had no orders." He did not give us the assistance desired. Part of

Colonel Cameron's infantry brigade came up to our support between
8 and 9 o'clock, after all was quiet, but were not engaged and were
withdrawn before the cavalry. Our casualties as shown by the lists

inclosed were : Two men killed, 3 officers and 26 men wounded, and
17 men missing; aggregate killed, wounded, and missing, 48. The
enemy's loss far exceeded ours and must have been very heavy as their

advances were made in solid heavy columns, exposed for a long time
to the deliberate fire of our men—their colors fell three times.
We captured 31 prisoners, and the enemy reported to citizens in

Dandridge that their total loss was 340.

I also transmit list of casualties* in the affair of January 16, near
Dandridge.

I am, captain, your very obedient servant,

EDWAKD M. McCOOK,
Colonel Second Indiana Cavalry, Commaiiding Division.

Capt. W. C. Rawolle.
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 5.

Report of Col. Archibald P. Campbell, Second Michigan Cavalry,

commanding First Cavalry Division, Department of the Cum-
berlarul.

Dandridge, Tenn.,
January 16, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to submit the folloVing report of the

operations of to-day of the First Cavalry Division. During the illness

of Colonel McCook I assumed command of the division, and in

obedience to orders from the general commanding moved my com-
mand, with Col. O.-H. La Grange's (Second) brigade in advance, on
the Morristown road to support Colonel Garrard, commanding Cav-
alry Division, Army of the Ohio. After I had proceeded about 5
'

* Omitted.
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luilos ill !]i(' (liriM-tion of Khnhvough's Crf)RS-Roads, 1 received a dis-

I)atc']i from Colonel Garrard stating that lie had come in contact with
a large ['orce of the enemy, and was being driven back. I immedi-
ately commenced forming my command in order to receive the en-

emy and cover the retreat of Colonel Garrard, when I was ordered
by the general commanding to withdraw my command from the
Morristown road [and] hasten to the support of Colonel Wolford
on the Chncky road. Colonel Jordan, commanding First Brigade,
being in rear of Colonel La Grange's brigade, was hurried back in

the direction of Dandridge until he arrived at a road communicat-
ing with the Chucky road from the Morristown road. Upon his
arrival at this point, about 1^ miles from Dandridge, it was found
that- the enemy had driven Wolford's division back in disorder
nearly to Fain"s Factory, within 1 mile of Dandridge, and that the
command was cut ofP from Dandridge by the right of the enemy's
line. Colonel Joi-dan immediately disposed of his brigade, and
placed in position one section of Captain Lilly's Eighteenth Indiana
Battery and attacked the enemy vigorously on the flank, and by the
time the Second Brigade got into position cleared the Dandridge road
and established communications with Colonel Wolford again. The
entii'e command now naoved forward under a heavy fire from the
enemy, who had secured a strong position on a wooded hill, and
Colonels La Grange and Jordan, leading in person their dismounted
men, cleared the hill at a charge, driving the enemy full a mile and
completely turning his right flank. Colonel Wolford's command on
the Chucky road not advancing, and night setting in, and my orders
being in the outset merely to establish communications with Colonel
Wolford and maintain my xjositioii, it was deemed imprudent to
further expose my right flank by lengthening the gap between
my advancing line and that of Colonel Wolford's, who was not
advancing.
To Colonels Jordan and La Grange I am under many obligations

for the consummate skill displayed in managing their commands and
the example set to their men.

I am also indeljted to the members of Colonel McCook's (division)
staft' for their activity and energy diiring the engagement.
For list of casualties and a more detailed account of the operations

I forward herewith the reports of brigade commanders.
I have the honor to be, very respeqj^fully, your obedient servant,

A. P. CAMPBELL,
Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. J. E. Jacobs.
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Inclosure.]

List of casualties of the First Cavalry Division. Department of the Cumberland, in
the enrjageiiient of January 16, 1804, near Dandridge, Tenn.

Command.

First Brigade n .

.

Second Brij2;ade?).

Aggregate..

Killed. Wounded. Total.

a All t'ulisfed men of the Ninth Penn.'sylvania.

b One man killed of the Fourth Indiana and 1 wounded of the First Wisconsin.
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No. (j.

Beport of Col. Tliomas J. Jordan, Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry,
coniinanding First Brigade.

Hdqrs. First Brigade, First Division Cavalry,
Cleveland, Tenn., March 38, 18G4.

Captain : On account of the retreat from Dandridge, Tenn., and
my subsequent illnesy. no report has heretofore been made from this
brigade of the action of tlie 16th of January. I now beg leave, as
I was in command of tlie brigade that day, to make the following
report :

On the morning of tlie 16th of January, 1864, the First Division of
Cavalry, Army of the Ohio, under the command of Col. F. "Wolford,
First Kentucky Cavalry, was ordered to feel the enemy and make a
reconnaissance on the Chucky Bend road. At 1 p. m. the First
Division of Cavalry, Army of the Cumberland, commanded by Col.
A. P. Campbell, Avith Lilly's battery (Eighteenth Indiana), was
ordered to march to the flank of the enemy, on the Morristown road.
After marching some 5 miles it became evident from the firing that
tlie enemy was fast driving Colonel Wolford back toward Dandridge.
By order of Colonel Canii^bell the division was moved back toward
Dandridge to support Colonel Wolford, each regiment countermarch-
ing,thus throwing the Second Regiment Michigan Cavalry to the front,
followed by the battery, and it by the Ninth Regiment Pennsylvania
Cavalry. When within 2 miles of Dandridge the head of the column
was moved on a road to the left toward the Chucky Bend road.
We liad not proceeded more than half a mile in this direction when
I came up with Colonel Wolford's division in full retreat, gallop-
ing away from the enemy, leaving my flank entirely exposed. I at
once ordered Lieut. Col. Benj. Smith, commanding the Second Michi-
gan Cavalry, to dismount his men, move to the brow of the hill, and
h(;ld the enemy in check, if possible, till the remainder of the brig-

age could be brought to his assistance. I at once ordered the battery
t(j be brought forward and placed in position, and the Ninth Penn-
sylvania CaA'ali-y, Maj. E. Gr. Savage commanding, to form on the
left of the Second Michigan. While these formations were being
made the Second Michigan Cavalry was hotly engaged, and,
though oiituum]:)ered five to one, by steady, unflinching bravery held
the eiiemj', tliougli flushed with their victory over Wolford, in check.
For some reason the artillery did not come promptly into action (it

is said that something had broken in their harness), but by the time
that the Ninth Peniisylvania Cavalry was pro2)erly in position it came
up. I at once ordered it onto a hill immediately in our rear, and in a
few moments it oi:)ened with such effect as to silence the battery of the
enemy. As the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry came into line it was
exposed to a galling fire from the enemy, occupying a dense woods
within 200 yards of its front, and 2 men were wounded at the first

discharge of the enemy. I at once ordered the Ninth Pennsylvania
Cavalry to advance and drive tlie enemy from their cover. By this

time the whole lina was formed, Avith the Second Indiana to the left

of the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and advanced under a most gall-

ing fire, but, nothing daunted, our men pushed forward, and in five

minutes the enemy began to I'etire, but still keeping up a steady fire,

which they maintained till driven from the woods, when they re-
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treated in wild coiifiisioii. We followed tlie enemy about 1 mile,
when, niglit coming on. we were ordered back to camp.

I cannot speak too highly of the bravery displayed by Lieutenant-
Colonel Smith, of the Second Michigan Cavalry, and Maj. E. G. Sav-
age, of the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry. To the first is due the honor
of checking a victorious enemy with a mere handful of his regiment,
and to the second of leading the charge of the Ninth ' Pennsylvania
while driving the enemy from their strong position in the woods.
In this action the Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry had 2 killed and 4

wounded. In the Second Michigan there was no loss, though for
more than one hour they sustained their position under a hot fire of
the enemy. The First East Tennessee Cavalry had a few days before
been detailed upon other duty, and was not in the action.

ResjiectfuUy submitted.
THOS. J. JORDAN,

Colonel, Commanding.
[Capt. John Pratt,

Assishmt Acljuta7if-General.]

No. 7.

Report of Lieut. Col. Benjamin Smith, Second Michigan Cavalry.

Headquarters Second Michigan Cavalry,
Cleveland, Tenn., March 25, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the oper-
ations of my regiment in the action of January IG, 1804

:

Received orders to march to the assistance of the First Division
Cavalry, Army of the Ohio. Marched on the Morristown road 5
miles, countermarched and dismounted to check the enemy, which
we did; laid in line of battle until dark; returned to camp. No
loss in killed, wounded, or missing.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
BENJ. SMITH.

L ieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.
Lieut. T. A. Nichols,

A. A. A. G., First Brig., First Div. Cav.

No. 8.

Report of Maj. Edward G. Savage, Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Headquarters Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Columbus, East Tenn., March 25, 18G4.

Lieutenant : According to orders I send "jfou the following copy
of a report made by me to brigade headquarters on the 17th Janu-
ary, 1804 :

He4DQuarters Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Near Dandridge, Tenn., January 17, 1864.

Lieutenant : In obedience to orders received yesterday, January
16, at 12..30 p. m., I marched my regiment out on the Morristown
road, with Second Michigan Cavalry and one section of Captain
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Lilly's battery, a distance of 4 miles from camp, when the column
halted, and immediately after orders reached me to countermarch the
regiment and march in rear of Second Michigan Cavalry and section
(jf Eighteenth Indiana Battery ; when about 2 miles from town cohimn
moved on road running to the left of main road. The regiment was
ordered to form line of battle to the right of former road, and move
forward to the top of the hill. Companies G and I were' ordered to
the left and Company H to the right as skirmishers. Immediately
after the regiment was ordered to dismount and fight on foot. The
order being promptly obeyed, the line of skirmishers advanced and
took position in a corn-field in front of the Fourth Indiana Cavalry.
The enemy being posted in the woods, opened a brisk fire. Received
orders to move by the left flank, and while moving toward the woods
on our left Sergeant Beighell and Private Wallace, of Company M,
were wounded. After a sharp skirmish of one hour or more with
the enemy the skirmishers were ordered to move forward, which
they did, dislodging the enemy and driving them a distance of half
a mile or more. In the action the regiment sustained the following
loss : One killed, 4 wounded (1 mortally, since died).

Respectfully reported.****** *

I am. very respectfully. &c.,
E. G. SAVAGE,

Major, Commanding Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Lieut. Thomas A. Nichols,
Aciinfj Assisiant Adjutant-General.

No. 9.

Reports of Col. Oscar H. La Grajicje. First Wisconsin Cavalry,
commanding Second Brigade.

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division,
Dandridge, East Tenn., January 17, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that on the 16th instant the

Second Brigade moved forward in advance of the First Division to

a point C miles northeast from Dandridgei»on the Morristown road,

for the purpose of supporting Colonel Wolford's division, then en-

gaged with the enemy. Colonel Wolford's right having been driven
back almost to the town, the command was ordered to return by the

same road, and engaged the enemy on the right of the Morristown
road and assisted the other troops of the cavalry command in driv-

ing back the enemy, who was at one time considerably confused by
a vigorous advance of battalions of the Second and Fourth Indiana,

andlt was thought that his artillery might have been captured had
instructions permitted the bringing forward of proper supports for

those battalions. Our loss was 1 man killed and 1 mortally wounded;
several horses were also killed. Enemy's loss unknown.

Very respectfully,
O. H. LA GRANGE,

Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. John Pratt,

Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division.
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Hdqrs. Second Brigade, First Cavai.ky Div., D. C,
Xear Sevier i-'ille, Texn., January 30, 18G4.

Captain : I resijectfully report that at, 4.;-50 p. in., on the 17th, a
brigade of rebel cavalry under Colonel Harrison attacked one of the
pickets of this brigade, which was posted on an eminence to the
right of the Morristown road, 2 miles from Dandridge.
As soon as the firing commenced the First Wisconsin was ordered

out at a trot, and dismounted at the foot of the wooded hill on
which our picket was jjosted, for the purpose of occupying it before
the enemy and holding it against him. He, however, drove back
our pickets so rapidly that he was enabled to open a flank fire be-
fore the regiment could be brought into action. At this time the
remainder of the brigade was ordered out at a trot, but owing to a
misunderstanding, for which no blame can attach to any person,
did not move at the first order. The First Wisconsin was driving
the enemy rapidly through the woods when the Eighth and Eleventh
Texas charged past its left flank upon the led horses. Major Torrey
promptly returned Avith a portion of his command, and some desper-
ate hand-to-hand fighting took place for the possession of the horses.

The Second and Fourth Indiana arrived at this time, and four com-
panies of the former and two of the latter charged the enemy's
cavalry and drove it three-quarters of a mile, while the remainder
of those regiments dismounted and formed on the loft of the First
Wisconsin, in which order our line again advanced and drove the
enemy through the woods, while the Seventh Kentucky made a gal-
lant but unsuccessful attemjjt to regain the original post of the
picket on our right. At this time three bodies of the enemy's
infantry advanced on our line across an open field in column of
sections, and, disregarding our fire, which fell steadily upon them,
moved within 30 yards of our froiit, passing heedlessly over the
bodies of their fallen comrades, planted their battle-flag, and began
to deploy. Without waiting so hopeless a contest as must have
taken place between disniouiited cavalrymen and a .superior force
of trained infantry, our line was withdrawn in good order to its

original position, where breast-works of rails were hastily erected,
while the mounted men wei'e properly posted for supports with
the expectation that the enemy would advance and renew the con-
test. The First Brigade now arrived and promptly took position on
our left. We remained in line jyitjiin short range of the enemy
until lip. m., when an order was received to move to Strawberry
Plains. The Second Brigade was the last to leave the ground.
Owing to my desire to possess the hill, which was considered of
the highest importance as commanding the position occupied by the
camp of the Federal troops, our men were more freely exposed than
they would otherwise have been.
Our loss was 48 killed, wounded, and missing {vide report).* We

captured 19 of the enemy, and owing to his manner of moving
infantry across an open field exposed to o^ fire, his loss in killed
and wounded must greatly hiive exceeded ours. Deserters last

night reported 150. His cavalry was driven out of sight in 15 min-
utes after the beginning of the action.

This skirnnsh has increased my confidence iji the fighting quali-
ties of the Second Brigade and diminished my own conceit. I pay

* Nominal list omitted.
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no Tiiideserved compliments in saying that the charge (^f Lieutenant-
Colonel [Major] Lesslie of the Fourth and Captain Edwards of the
Second could not have been bettered; that Major Purdy of the Fourth
handled his dismounted men splendidly, and' that Major Torrey, by
the masterly manner in which he extricated himself from the dan-
gerous position in which my culpable haste had placed hipi, gained
new honors for himself and regiment. Lieutenant M6ulton, acting
assistant adjutant-general, Second Brigade, who had his horse killed
under him, and Captain Robinson, acting assistant inspector-general,
who was constantly in the thickest of the fight, deserve special men-
tion for their gallantry. Brigade Surgeon Carrick was very prompt
and efficient in attending our wovmded. Capt. W. W. La Grange,
First Wisconsin, fell with a dangerous (probably mortal) wound while
gallantly charging at the head of his company near the crest of the
hill.

Very respectfully,

O. H. LA GRANGE,
Colo7iel, Commanding.

Capt. John Pratt,
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cavalry Division, D. C.

No. 10.

Report of Col. Frank Wolford. First Kentucky Cavalry, command-
inij First Cavalry Division, Army of the Ohio.

Headquarters First Division, Cavalry Corps,
Near Knoxville, Tenn., January 21, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report in relation to the operations of my
division on the 17th instant that the attack of the enemy was made
at first considerably to my left. I formed my command at the forks
of the road about 1^ miles west of Dandridge, the First Brigade,
Lieutenant-Colonel Adams commanding, upon the right of Colonel
Garrard's command, the Second Brigade, Lieutenant-Colonel Bond
commanding, upon Lieutenant-Colonel Adams' right, with his (Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Bond's) right resting upon the river ; all in good po-
sition.

The enemy advanced in considerable numbers upon a regiment of
infantry (Ninety-third Ohio) which had deployed as skirmishers in

my front. After a sharp contest they were driven in and pursued
with great fury. I re-enforced the infantry with a part of the
Twelfth Kentucky Cavalry (dismounted). They were not able to

resist the fury of the attack, and fell back through a piece of woods
in good order. I then advanced my whole line to meet the enemy
and repulsed him, driving him back into the w(»ods, when night
came on. After dark I ordered my command to move up under the
brow of the hill near the woods, and lie down. In about one hour
the enemy lit their camp-fires. After he had collected around his

fires I ordered a voliey from the whole line, and drove him from his

camp. He fell back from our front to where he had originally
formed in the evening. After placing a heavy skirmish line i per-

mitted the command to return to camp.
The loss of the enemy in killed and wounded was considerable.
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but I do not know the number. Our loss was very trifling, for after

dark the enemy did not return our fire. Three wounded covered all

our casualties.

The officers and men of my command behaved with great gal-

lantry.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
FRANK ,WOLFORD,

Colonel, Commanding First Division.
Capt. W. C. Eawolle,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 11.

Report of Col. Israel Garrard, Seventh Ohio Cavalry, commanding
Second Cavalry Division, Army of the Ohio.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
January 21, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that about 2 o'clock p. m. on the
17th instant, having been ordered to holdmy command in readiness
to move, I formed it in line on the brow of the bank of the creek,

li miles out from Dandridge, on the left of the Bend of the Chucky
road, my right communicating with Colonel Wolford's command
and my left with Colonel McCook's command. Across the creek, and
out about a quarter of a mile, was the reserve of the infantry picket
post. The infantry was, I believe, the One hundred and twenty-
fifth Ohio, Colonel Moore.
In front of my First Brigade on the right was open fields. In

front of the Second Brigade was heavy woods extending to the top
of the large hill, or rather double hill, which extended all the way
across our front. From the Morristown road to the Bend of Chucky
road in front, and to the right of my position, was a heavy forest

on a plain, or rather level ground. At the front edge of this forest

a scattering picket-firing had continued for an hour, when a heavy
and sustained firing began on the extreme left of the front near the
Morristown road. The Second Brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel
Butler, dismounted and pushed forward rapidly, taking position on
the right of the forces engaged. Thfey charged at once, and the rebel

force fell back and were driven out of the woods and from the left

half of the big hill. The rebels kept the right slope of the hill, and
had a battery near the base of it, which commanded our position
on the creek.

A portion of the rebel force moved over from the hill to the woods
on the right of the road, and drove our forces out of the woods and
reached a position from which they attacked the infantry line to

great advantage. They placed one or two<4guns in position at the
edge of the woods. A few shots from my guns silenced them.

I now ordered the Second Brigade back to the first position on the
bank overlooking the creek. The infantry fell back and formed on
my right. Golonel Moore reported to me that he had but 10 rounds
of ammunition. I ordered him to fall back toward Dandridge. It

was now night, but the moonlight enabled us to see that the enemy
were establishing their lines opposite to ours, and moving bodies of
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troops in our vicinity ; and the sounds indicated that they were oc-
cupying the hill in front of us in considerable force. One of their
bodies of troops, marching near us in the woods, drew the lire of the
Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry; after that their movements were
made beyond our sight. About 9 o'clock I received orders to march,
leaving pickets. Captain Warren, Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry,
was ordered to take command of all the picket details frorh the cav-
alry. He could find none on the front occupied by General Elliott's

command. With the pickets, which he withdrew at daylight, he
formed the extreme rear guard. The enemy overtook rear guard a
mile or two from Dandridge, and skirmished with it during the day.
There was no loss of the rear guard.
The losses of my command were 3 killed and 13 wounded in the

Second Brigade, under Lieutenant-Colonel Butler; 1 artilleryman
killed by accident by our own gun, and 2 slightly wounded in the
First Brigade.
One regiment (the Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry) was over the river

guarding the fords opposite and in the rear of the enemy's position.

It joined the command the next day at Strawberry Plains, without
loss.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ISRAEL GARRARD,

Colonel Seventh Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, Commanding.

Captain Rawolle,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 12.

Report of Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army.

Headquarters,
Eussellville, E. Tenn., January 19, 1864.

Sir : The enemy advanced by Dandridge on the 14th, forcing our

cavalry back and aiming to throw us out of position by turning our

left.

On the loth. Hood's and Buckner's divisions were advanced to a

position to meet the enemy's move, and at tl^e same time to threaten

his base at New Market.
On the 16th, he made an effort to throw his cavalry in rear of ours,

but the cavalry came in contact with these divisions of infantry and

was driven back in some confusion.

On the 17th, a part of Hood's division was moved down to the

enemy's immediate front. The sharpshooters of this division were

ordered to advance against the enemy's left flank, and Martin's cav-

alry (dismounted) were ordered to follow this move, advancing in

the enemy's front. The battalions of sharpshooffers were closely

supported by the main force of the division, the immediate object

being to gain a favorable position for future operations. The flank

movement was handsomely executed, and it was handsomely fol-

lowed by the dismounted cavalry. As the infantry had had a good

long march before reaching the ground, we only had time to get our

position a little after dark. During the night the enemy retired to

New Market and to Strawberry Plains, leaving his dead upon the
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field. The retreat seems to have been made somewhat hastily and
not in very good order. We only got some few arms and equip-
ments and a little ammunition. Our infantry was not in condition
to pursue, half of our men being without shoes. Our cavalry is

almost as badly off for want of clothing, and the horses are without
shoes, or nearly half of them. It was sent forward, however, with
orders to make the effort to distress the enemy, and if possible to
drive him from this side of the river. The enemy is much demor-
alized, and seems to have been in our jjower again, had it been pos-
sible for us to avail ourselves of this opportunity. The weather has
been very severe for the past three weeks, and we are now having a
snow-storm. Our men suffer a great deal for want of clothing even
in their huts, and some few have been severely frosted.

We have been making shoes since we left Knoxville, but with all

of our workmen can only make one hundred pairs a day. As our
shoes are all old, they wear out faster than we can make them. Most
of those that we have we have made ourselves. If you could order
enough to shoe the entire command I think that our order shops will
keep us supplied.

I have no report yet of the casualties of the two days' skirmishing,
but do not think that they can exceed 150 ;

possibly not half of this.

I remain, general, very respectfully, vour most obedient servant,

J. LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant-General, Commanding.

General S. Coopee,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

[Indorsement.]

Qxjartermastee-Geneeal's Office,
Richniond, January 29, 1864.

Respectfully returned to the adjutant and insjjector general.
On a communication similar to the within, received a few days

back from thje War Department, a report was made to the effect
that the last of the supplies called for for General Longstreet's com-
mand were shipped on the 16th instant.

A. R. LAWTOISr,
Quartermaster- General.

JANUARY 19, 1864.—Skirmisli atJBig Springs, near Tazewell, Tenn.

KKPORTS.
No. 1.—Col. Charles D. Pennebaker, Twenty-seventh Kentucky Infantry, command-

ing District of the Clinch.

No. 3.—Capt. Jackson Stepp, Sixth Indiana Cavalry.

No. 3.—Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army.

No.-l.

Report of Col. Charles D. Pennebaker, Tw^ty-seventh Kentucky
Infantry, commanding District of the Clinch.

Headquarters Disteict op the Clinch,
Tazeivell, Tenn., January 19, 1864.

Geneeal: I have the honor to submit the following report for
your information:

This morning about 5 o'clock a party of rebels, numbering about
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125, siirprised and captured about 40 men of the Sixth Indiana Cav-
alry, stationed at Big Springs, on the Morristown road, 5^ miles from
this i)lac8. under command of Captain Stepp. It was a complete
surprise. This officer escaped, and has been placed in arrest and
required to give an explanation, Avhich will be forwarded to you for

information as soon as received. As soon as this was reported, a
detachment of cavalry under Lieutenant-Colonel Matson,, Sixth In-

diana Cavalry, was sent in pursuit. Colonel Matson -^ent as far as

Evans" Ford, on the Clincli River, and sent a scout across. They
found no enemy, and returned. The enemy went out in the direc-

tion of Morristown, crossing Clinch River at Evans' Ford. I sent a
scout yesterday which went in the neighborhood of Mulberry Gap,
and returned this evening. They report no enemy in that locality

except small scouting parties depredating upon the citizens. Colo-

nel Love, commanding Third Brigade, First Division, Cavalry Corps,
is encamped near Ball's Bridge, on the Virginia road, 14 miles from
Cumberland Gap. His scouts have been several miles beyond that

point, and report inform,'ition received from citizens that the enemy
is in position near Jonosville, l,7t)0 strong. If this is so, and I have
no reason to doiibt it, I have not mounted force sufficient to dislodge

them.
I am, general, your obedient servant,

C. D. PENNEBAKER,
Colonel, Commanding District.

Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter,'S
Chief of Staff.

No. 2.

Report of Ca^jt. Jackson Stepp, Sixth Indiana Cavalry.

Camp Sixth Cav., (Seventy-first) Indiana Vols.,
January 20, 1864.

Colonel : In compliance with your order directing me to send to

you a statement in explanation of my conduct on the morning of

the lilth instant, at Big Springs. I hereby send you the facts as they

occurred. In order to present the facts clearly it will be necessary

to state what occurred the day previous.

"

On the morning of the 18th 1 had for duty 3 lieutenants and 127

men. On that day I was ordered by Colonel Matson to have 1 lieu-

tenant and 30 men to report to the commandant of the post at Taze-

well, which left me with 97 men and 2 lieutenants. Out of 97 men
left me I had 40 on picket duty and 7 on camp duty. My pickets

were posted as follows: On the Mulberry Gap road were ]wsted 6

men and 2 non-commissioned officers ; on'the Evans" Ford road were

posted men and 2 non-commissioned officers; on thskShelton's Ferry

road were 7 men and 2 non-commissioned officers; on the Walker's

Ferry road were posted 8 men and 1 non-commissioned officer.

These pickets were all posted from three-fourths of a mile to 1 mile

from my headquartoi-s in camp. The picltets on Walker's Ferry

road and on Shelton's Ferry road were under the command of Lieu-

tenant James, of Company G, while the others I commanded my-
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self, visiting them night and day. On the road leading to Tazewell

were posted 4 men one-fourth of a mile from camp.
On the 18th, a flag of truce from General Vaughn's command,

escorted by 6 men, came to one of the picket-posts, and without my
orders or knowledge were permitted to pass and come to my head-

quarters. They represented themselves as guarding 3 Union women
through from Bull's Gap, where they had had their' houses burnt

and other property destroyed. After making inquiries of the women
sufficiently to convince me of their honest intentions I permitted

them to pass on. Immediately I sent the flag of truce and the escort,

guarded by 9 men and 1 non-commissioned officer, back through the

lines to the river a distance of 3 miles, with orders not to permit
any conversation whatever by them Avitli any citizen. After this I

sent a note to the colonel commanding post stating the circumstances

of a flag of truce coming to the lines, and that I had sent them back
to the river, but received no reply. Late in the afternoon the same
day a citizen reported to me that some ] 5 home guards had come
across tlie river 10 miles above, but uj)on inquii'ing of the citizen

I learned the greater portion of them lived on this side and had
frequently come over to their homes ; but not being able to spare
any men from camp, the horses not being in a condition to go on a
scout, I did not think it advisable to go after them. Bat to guard
against any danger, about 8 o'clock at night I moved the position

of the picket-posts. After giving strict orders to the men on camp
guard to be on their watch and alert, and to communicate any alarm
to me, I lay down at a late hour.
About 5 a. m. on the morning of the 19th, I was awakened by the

firing and yells of the rebels, who had completely sarrounded the
camp. I ordered the men to get to their arms, but the only response
I met with was for me to surrender, and that my men were already
in their hands. Seeing the condition of affairs, and knowing it was
impossible to get my men to do anything, through their fire I suc-

ceeded in getting to my horse, which I got on and went to the hos-

pital to order the hospital steward to get the sick and medical stores

away as soon as possible, and report the affair at Tazewell to the
commandant of post. While putting on my bridle and saddle pre-

paratory to going back to my quarters if I could possibly get there,

and learn the condition of my command (which I knew must be
captured), I was again fired at by several rebels, which rendered it

impossible for me to return. From tiie hospital I came directly to

the headquarters of the commandant of x>ost at Tazewell, and made
known what had happened. Upon going back with the detachment

. in the morning which was sent in pursuit, I learned that 21 men of

Company I had been taken or were missing, and 24 of Company G,
making in all 45 men. The horses which were missing amounted in

all to 53 head.
From good evidence I learned the rebel force had crossed at Evans'

Ford and directed their course in a westerly direction, capturing in

their route 1 officer and 14 men, purporting to be of the First Ten-
nessee Regiment. Getting within a short distance of my camp, a
portion of them were dismounted and sent over the mountain, evad-
ing the pickets on the Walker's Ferry road and Shelton's Ferry road.

None of the pickets were disturbed until after the attack was made
on the camp, all of them escaping excei)t 5. who were captured as the

enemy left, on the Evans' Ferry road. Tlic only way I can account
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for the camp guards making no alarm is, they were fired on so sud-
denly they had no time to communicate the fact to the camp.
Hoping this may be sufficiently explicit, and being willing to make

any statement that is asked of me,*
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JACKSON st?:pp,
Captain, Sixth Indiana Cavalry.

Colonel KiSE,
'Commanding Post.

No. 3.

Report of Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army.

RusSELLViLLE, January 19, 1864.

General : Maj. George W. Day reports a handsome aflEair at Big
Springs, near Tazewell, this morning. With 100 men he attacked 150
Yankees, killed and wounded 6, captured 3 lieutenants, 64 privates,
60 or 70 horses, 50 stand of arms, 6 wagons, and 1 ambulance.

J. LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant-General, Commanding.

General S. Cooper,
Richmond, Va.

JAiniABT 20, 1864.—Skirmish at Tracy City, Tenn.

KKPOKTS.t

No. 1.—Lieut. Col. William B.Wooster, Twentieth Connecticut Infantry.

No. 2.—Col. Joseph M. Sudsburg, Third Maryland Infantry.

No. 3.—Capt. John F. George, Second Massachusetts Infantry.

No. 1.

Report of Lieut. Col. William B. WoQ^te^, Txuentieth Connecticut
Infantry.

Hdqrs. Twentieth Connecticut Volunteers,
Coioan Station, Tenn., January 22, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that on Wednesday, the 20th
instant, the post at Tracy City, commanded by Capt. Andrew
Upson, Twentieth Connecticut Volunteers, and garrisoned by Com-
pany B of said regiment, commanded by Secqnd Lieut. Theo-
dore Jepson and a company of Tennessee cavalry", almost entirely

unarmed and not mounted, and known as Captain Tipton's com-
pany, was attacked by rebel cavalry numbering from 100 to 150 men,
a portion of -which force is known as Capt. Joe Carter's cavalr3%

* Captain Stepp was subsequently tried by general court-martial on the charge of
" neglect of duty," and honorably acquitted. See General Orders, No, 18, CavgJry
Corps, Department of the Ohio, April 1, 1864.

)• See also Thomas' rejwrt, p. 7.

7 B R—VOL XXXII, FT J
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This force came througli Altamont about 10 a. m. of that day, and 2

mounted men dressed in Union uniforms rode rajjidly up to the house

of Capt. S. P. Tipton, then absent from his command and at his home
in Altamont, and cried out, " Captain, the rebels are coming." As
soon as he emerged from his house he was shot and instantly killed

by the men that called to him. This force also killed at Altamont
a private in Captain Tipton's company by the name of David Frank-
lin. They arrived at Tracy City about 1 p. m. The picket on the

road over which they passed was from Captain Tipton's men. The
sentinel discharged his piece, but so rajrid was the movement of the

force that no alarm reached the camp until the whole force rode in.

The point of entry was from the rear of Howard and Bonham's
store, and immediately, as the head of the column passed to the

front of the store, they fired on the sentinel tlien on duty, mortally
wounding David B. Powell, of Company B, Twentieth Connecticut
Volunteers, who was sitting near the sentinel. Many shots were
fired by the sentinel and those in and about the store. Repulsed here,

the force rapidly moved to the railroad depot, some 40 lods distant,

where Captain Upson then was with a guard of three men. This
placed the whole rebel force between Captain Upson and his cotn-

mand. He at first attempted to join his command, but seeing his

jiosition, he threw down his pistol and surrendered, and as he did
ISO was several times shot at, two balls taking effect and seriously

wounding him, one having passed through his left lung. While
this movement was being enacted, Lieutenant Jepson formed his

command in the stockade near the store. The rebels formed in line

of battle, under cover of an elevation of ground on the right of the
stockade, and also under like cover in rear of the railroad depot, and
still another portion farther to the left and in rear of the engine-
house. In these positions they were completely sheltered, so as to

render our fire from the stockade quite ineffectual, while they, from
their concealed positions and behind trees, continued to fire at our
forces in the stockade without damage. Lieutenant Jepson deemed
it inexpedient to advance any portion of his force from the stockade,
as by so doing he Avould be exposed to a cross-fire from the rebels
and endanger the capture of his whole force. In this position the
oflicer in command of the rebel foi-ces dispatched a flag of truce by
a citizen with the following proposition for surrender

:

^ • Tkacy City, Tenn.,
January 30, 1864.

Lieutenant Jepson :

Sir: Captain Upson, with 10 of your men, arc now in my possession. If the re-

mainder of your coinmanrt will surrender at once, without further bloodshed, the
entire command sliall bo at once paroled and permitted to retain all their personal
effects.

Bv order of General Wharton :

W. S. BLEDSOE,
Major, Fourth Tennessee Cavalry.

\
This proposition was promptly declined by Lieutenant Jepson.

Soon another proposition was sent in like manner of the first, offer-

ing to leave the command unmolested provided they could be per-

mitted to take the goods from the store near the stockade. This
too, was rejected. Two other proi)ositions for surrender, having in
view the possession of the store (the evident object of their raid),
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were sent in and declined. Under cover of the depot, the engine-
house, and the buildings covering the coal-chutes men were ad-
vanced, and each was fired and totally consumed.
The stockade, erected long since, was built with reference to a

defense of the store and buildings in the immediate vicinity of the
store, and is so located as to afford no protection to the buildings
that were burned.

Six men were captured with Captain Upson, all of whom were
stripped of overcoats, blankets, and money, and forced to take a
parole administered to them under throats of death as the penalty
of refusal.

The rebels remained in position iintil dark, when, fearing re-en-

forcements from Cowan, by the cars which had been stopped and
sent liack during the afternoon, tliey left, resting that night about 7
miles from Tracy City, near tlie house of David Nunley. They
then passed in the direction from which they came (near Altamont)
toward White County, where I have reasons to believe a rebel force

exceeding 500 can be assembled. During this assault but '4 of Cap-
tain Tipton's men could be found. All had fled to places of sup-
posed safety, and are again slowly returning to Tracy City.

Tiireo of the rebel cavalry are known to have been wounded.
Tlie officers and men of the Twentieth Connecticut Volunteers

there engaged exhibited great coolness and determination to do
their whole duty.

I have the honor to be, colonel, your obedient servant,

WM. B. WOOSTER,
Lieut. Col., Twentieth Connecticut Volunteers, Comdg. Post.

Col. Samuel Ross,
Commanding First Brigade.

Addenda.—At the time of the attack on Tracy City on the 20th

instant the force consisted of 3 commissioned officers and 72 enlisted

men from the Twentieth Connecticut Volunteers and Captain Tip-

ton's cavalry (1 officer, 73 enlisteti men) none of which are armed

—

except some half-dozen with squirrel rifles—none mounted, and none
of the slightest service.

At tlie time of the attack I was at Anderson, and Colonel Suds-

burg sent Captain George with a detail of 100 men, who proceeded
liy railroad to a point near Tracy City, where he tlirew out a line of

skirmishers and advanced to the place, arriving about 3 a. m. on the

21st instant. Finding matters there quiet, he at once returned with
liis command to Cowan. Colonel Sudsburg then detailed Second
Lieutenant Gould and 43 men from the Third Maryland Volunteers
to proceed at once to Tracy City to remain until further orders.

Witli this force I proceeded to Tracy City, and disposed of the same
in sucli manner to add materially to the strengtli of the position.

I placed 1 sergeant, 2 corporals, and 12 nien at an important bridge

on tlie railroad about 1 mile from the place. I placed William W.
Morse, captain Twentieth Connecticut Volunteers, in command of

the post in place of Captain Upson, wounded. This addenda is

made pursuant to instructions from division headquarters.
WM. B. WOOSTER,

Lieut. Col. Twentieth Connecticut Volunteers, Comdg. Regt.
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[Indorsement.]

Hdqrs. First Brigade, First Division, 12th Corps,
Decherd, Tenn., January 23, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded, -with recommendation that the troops be
withdrawn from Tracy City, as I cannot see the public necessity of

guarding a private trading establishment and coal mine.
SAML. ROSS,

Col. Twentieth Connecticut Vol. Infantry, Comdg. First Brig.

No. 3.

Reports of Col. Joseph M. Sudsburg, Third Maryland Infantry.

Cowan, January 21, 1864.

Our force at Tracy City was attacked yesterday afternoon by a
mounted force of about 150 men. The force made amost determined
resistance, being summoned three times to surrender. Captain Up-
son is shot through the body, and, it is feared, mortally wounded,
and quite a number are missing. Captain Tipton's cavalry are nearly
all missing. They burned the depot and other buildings. The re-

enforcements which I sent last night have returned, and I now send
a detail of 50 men to permanently re-enforce the post, under command
of Lieutenant-Colonel Wooster. I also sent a surgeon to the
wounded. The rebel force is supposed to be Murray's gang from
the vicinity of Collins River.

JOSEPH M. SUDSBURG,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

Lieutenant-Colonel Rodgers,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Hdqrs. Third Regiment Maryland Volunteers,
Cowa7i, Tenn., January 21, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to transmit to you report of Capt. J. F.
George, Company E, Second Massachusetts Infantry. I have sent
to-day 1 commissioned officer and 50 men of my regiment for re-en-

forcement to Tracy City.
General Knipe, with whom I had an interview some days ago,

informed me that Tracy City was not under my command, but under
Lieutenant-Colonel Wooster, Twentieth Connecticut. Lieutenant-
Colonel Wooster not being able to support the post at Tracy City
from his regiment, of which the headquarters are in Tantalon, I

considered it my duty under existing circumstances to act from here.

I would respectfully request further instruction.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSEPH M. SUDSBURG,
Colonel Third Maryland Regiment, Commanding Post.

Capt. S. E. PiTTMAN,
Assistant Adjutant-General,
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No. 3.

Report of Capt. John F. Oeorge, Second Massachusetts Infantry.

Hdqrs. Detachment Second Massachusetts Infantry,
Coivan, Tenn., January .21, 18C4.

Sir : I have tlie honor to submit to you the following report of tlie

expedition sent by your order under my command to Tracy City on
the evening of the 20th instant

:

The expedition, consisting of details from the Third Maryland,
Fifth Connecticut, and Second Massachusetts (in all about 100 men
and 1 commissioned officer. Lieutenant Clary, Third Maryland),
under myself, proceeded about 8 p. m. up the railroad some G miles,

till Ave neared the water-tank on the Tracy City Railroad, where we
found a train awaiting us. The men were immediately i^ut upon
the car, and we proceeded toward Tracy City till witliin about 4
miles of the town, when we slackened the speed of the train. When
within three-fourths of a mile from the trestle bridge whicli crosses

Gizzard Creek, about a mile from the town, and which is somewhat
over 150 feet long, the men were disembarked and skirmishers
thrown out about 60 paces in advance of the main body, and the
command was cautiously advanced toward the bridge. Having
learned frona the inhabitants of a cottage near by that no firing had
been heard and no enemy seen in that vicinity, and that our pickets

were posted on the farther side of the bridge, I left a corporal and
10 men in an unoccupied stockade, near the southern end of the
bridge, and proceeded across, but found no pickets on the other side.

Thus we were in fear that the enemy had captured them, as well as

the troops in the town. I then proceeded caiitiously, keeping the

skirmishers well advanced, till we reached a small trestle bridge
about 300 yards from Tracy City depot, when I halted and sent 10

men across' to ascertain who were in possession of the town, and by
whom was the stockade then occupied. These men soon returned,

reporting that the town and stockade were in our possession ; and I

thereupon advanced into the town and occupied the stockade, in

which latter I found about 40 men and a lieutenant of the Twentieth
Connecticut Infantry, it then being about 1 a. m. I found, on
investigation, that about 3 p. m. a body of guerrillas, about 100 in

number, had made a dash into the towi*, c®ming in from two oppo-

site directions so suddenly as completely to surprise the pickets and
outposts. The captain (Upson) of the Twentieth Connecticut com-
manding, who was within the depot at the time, having with him
about 15 unarmed men, immediately started for the stockade (about

200 yards distance), but being cut off before reaching it was shot,

after throwing down his revolver in token of surrender, and taken
prisoner, together with about 15 of his men. Close to the stockade

was a log building occupied as a store by a certam Benham. The
rebels made a dash for this, and shot 1 of the men Of the Twentieth
Connecticut who was standing in the door-way, seriously wounding
him. The store-keeper, who was within, immediately closed the door

and fired with his revolver upon them from the window, wounding 3

of the band.
Upon this they returned toward the railroad, thus giving our men

an opportunity to enter the stockade, which they then immediately
occupied under the command of Lieutenant [Jepson], of the Twen-
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tieth Connecticut. The enemy then, after deploying along the edge
of the woods surrounding the town, sent in under flags of truce four
separate summons to surrender, which being refused, they proceeded
to set fire to the depot, engine-house, and some buildings connected
with the coal works. They paroled and set at liberty 10 of their

prisoners. Of the remaining, nothing has been heard. A man
named Kennedy, who owns a house in the place,' and who was
ari'ested several nights before on suspicion of being a spy, hxit who
effected his escajse, is supposed to have guided this rebel party into
the town. I remained Avith my command in the town till 8 a. m. of
the 2lst, when, seeing no signs of the enemy in the vicinity, and in

accordance with your orders, I embarked my command on board the
cars and returned to Cowan, where I arrived at 18 m.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient ser-

vant,
JNO. F. GEOKGE,

Ccqituin Co. E, Second MassacliuseUs Infantry, Corinlg.

Col. Joseph M. Sitdsbxtkg,
Third Maryland Infantry, Commanding Post.

JANUAKY 21, 1864.—Scout irom Chattanooga to Harrison and Ooltewah,
Tenn.

Rej)ort of Col. Geza Mihalotzy, Tiventyfourth Illinois Infantry.

Hdqrs. 24th Regt. Illinois Vol. Infantry,
Chattanooga, Tenn., January 24, 1864.

General : I have the honor to submit the following report, de-
tailing additional results of the exjjedition under my command of
detachment Third Brigade, First Division, Fourteenth Army Corps,
to Harrison and Ooltewah :

On the 20th instant the following-named 4 deserters from the rebel
army came into our lines, whom I sent to Provost-Marshal-General
Wiles the same day : John L. Tanner, private. Sixteenth Tennessee
Infantry ; J. C. Cantrell, private. Sixteenth Tennessee Infantry

;

T. J. Cantrell, private, Sixteenth Tennessee Infantry, stationed 4
miles below Dalton ; Wm. P. W(^-l^, private. Thirty-fifth Tennes-
see Infantry, stationed at Tunnel Hill. They came from Tunnel
Hill and Dalton, and report the strength of the rebel forces at those
places respectively as follows : At Tunnel Hill, three brigades of
infantry and a large force of artillery ; at Dalton, two divisions of
infantry.
On the 21st instant, the morning after receiving your dispatch, in

obedience to orders, I proceeded with my command to Ooltewah,
while I sent my train to Chattanooga by tha direct road. With the
train in charge of Lieutenant Hodges, Tliirty-seventh Indiana Vol-
unteers, I sent ;J citizen prisoners from the neighborhood of Har-
rison (J. T. Gardenhire, J. A. Hunter, and Lyon) to Provost-
Marshal-General Wiles, who are charged with having aided rebel
guerrillas.

On approaching the town of Ooltewah about 10 a. m. I encount-
ered a squad of rebel cavalry, some 00 men strong, who, however,
precipitately fled from my advance guard, and having no cavalry at
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my disposal I was unable to pursiie them. The intention of this

foi'ce was to get into the rear and thereby cut off the communica-
t ion of tlie scouting party of 50 under Capt. H. A. Sheldon, of First
Wisconsin Vohinteers, whom I had sent out on the preceding day,
as i-eported in my dispatch of January 20, 1864.

On my waj^ to Ooltewali, at the house of Anthony Moore, I seized
the records of the county registrar's office, comprising the follow-
i ng : Eighteen volumes of records of registrar's office, County of
Hamilton ; two vohimes Laws of Tennessee, 1857-'o9 ; one volume
Code of Tennessee. The above volumes are at my headquartei's, to
be disposed of according to instructions.
At Ooltewah I arrested Miss S. Locke and Miss Barnet, who have

already been delivered to Provost-Marshal-General Wiles, both of
whom are charge<l with carrying contraband information to the
rebel army.
Through the scouting expedition above mentioned I have obtained

tlie following information : The rebel forces at Tunnel Hill and
Dalton, whose exact strength I was unable to ascertain, were re-

poi'ted doing considerable moving and shifting recently, the object
(jf which, however, could not be learned. A force of iiOO of
Wheeler's rebel cavalry are encamped 5 miles beyond Igou's Gap,
whose pickets are stationed at the gap. This force is continually
making raids in small detachments on the Union towns and farms
of that neighborhood, and committing all manner of outrages and
c-ruelties on the loyal population. As an incident illustrative of tlie

barbarities constantly being iierjjetrated by these outlaws, I will

mention that a Mr. Tallent, a loyal citizen living near the forks of

the roads leading to Red Clay and McDaniel's Gap, recently found
in his immediate neighborhood a young child in a perishing condi-
tion, stripped of all its clothing, which the rebels had left there,

having attempted by that means to find the father of the said child,

whom they proposed to hang, he being a loyal citizen.

I have been reliably informed that a rebel raid on our river ti'ans-

portation at Harrison is now positively being prepared. This raid-

ing force will have to pass through the mountain gaps near Oolte-

wah. The rebels infesting that region of coimtry have been in the

habit of disguising tliemselves in Federal uniforms, and have by
this means often succeeded in deceiving the Union people. Messrs.

Stone and Scroggins, Union citizens living at Julien's Gap, can give

information of a guerrilla band commauc^jd by a citizen of Oolte-

wah, who steal and plunder from the loyal citizens continually.

They also know where a large portion of the spoils of this band are

now" secreted. A number of discharged soldiers from Tennessee
regiments have banded together with Union citizens and organized
tliemselves for self-defense. They are armed with such weapons as

they have been able to procure, consisting of rides, carbines, and
revolvers. This band of loyal men, who are men of the highest

sense of honor and true patriotism, are doing all they can to jiro-

mote the siiccess of our cause. Their number cour>l be increased to

200 if arms could be provided for tliem. By their aid Surgeon
Hunt, of the Ninth Tennessee Infantry, whom I i)reviously reported
captured by guerrillas, was enabled to escape, and he is now in

safety. I liave alscrlearned that the following named citizens, * liv-

ing ill the vicinity of Ooltewah, are in the habit of harboring the

"" Not subsequently lueutioiied in tlie report.
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guerrillas infesting that, region, and that the rebels have signified

their intention to burn the town of Ooltewah as soon as the families
of the Misses Locke and Barnet, above mentioned, quit the town.
After obtaining the above information from my scouting party, who
returned about two hours after I arrived at Ooltewah, I took up the
march to Chattanooga and arrived in camp at 9.30 o'clock the same
day with my command, without having sustained any loss.

In conclusion I would again most respectfully beg leave to call the
attention of the general commanding to the advantages to be gained
by permanently stationing a small force at the town of Ooltewah.
A force of two regiments with a half battery of artillery could, in
conjunction with the organization of citizens above mentioned, hold
all the mountain passes in that region, thereby effectually prevent-
ing all raids, securing our river transportation, and affording to the
almost exclusively loyal population the protection which they so
much deserve. A great amount of most valuable information could
also be obtained by such a force with the aid of the citizens of the
band previously mentioned, they being intimately acquainted with
the country thereabouts and able and willing to put in operation a
most effective system of espionage for that purpose.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your most
obedient servant,

G. MIHALOTZY,
Colonel 2ith Eegt. III. Vol. Inf., Commanding Expedition.

Maj. Gen. J. M. Palmer,
Commanding Fourteenth Corps.

[Indorsement.]

Hdqes. Fourteenth Army Corps,
Chattanooga, January 24, 1804.

Respectfully forwarded, and attention called to the highly judi-
cious suggestions of Colonel Mihalotzy.

J. M. PALMER,
Major- General, Commanding.

JANUARY 21-22, 1864.—Skirmishes at Strawberry Plains (2l8t) and at
Armstrong's Ferry, Tenn. (22d).

RKPORTS.
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Edward Ferrero, U. S. Army, commanding First Division,

Ninth Corps.

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Orlando B. Willcox, U. S. Army, commanding Second Division.
No. 3.—Lieut. Erskine Gittings, Batteries L and M, Third U. S. Artillery.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Edward Ferrero, U. Si Army, commanding
First Division, Ninth Corps.

Hdqrs. First Division, Ninth Army Corps,
Camp pear Erin's Station, East Tenn., January 30, J 804.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report for the in-
formation of the commanding general

:

According to instructions received I marched the Ninth Army
Corps on the morning of the 16th instant at 9 a. m. from Blain's
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Cross-Roads to Sti'awberry Plains, where I received orders to encamp
the command, with the exception of one brigade, which was ordered
to take position on the south bank of the river Holston. I accord-
ingly ordered the Second Brigade, First Division, commanded by
Colonel Peirce, of the Twenty-Ninth Massachusetts Volunteers, to
take position on the south bank of the river Holston, posting two
regiments on College Hill to the right of the railroad bridge, and the
balance of his brigade, consisting of three regiments, to a position on
the left of the bridge, with instructions to picket all roads leading to
the railroad bridge.
On the evening of the 20th, a detachment of the enemy made a

dash on our pickets on the Dandridge road, but were promptly met
and repulsed. During the evening I received instructions to march
the command across the bridge and leave a strong picket force to
protect the men engaged in destroying the bridge. The command
crossed at 9 p. m., and the bridge was destroyed during the night.
The pickets were withdrawn at 10 o'clock the next morning, crossing
the river on a flat without molestation.
On the morning of the 31st, I ordered Colonel Morrison, command-

ing First Brigade, to relieve troops of the Twenty-third Corps sta-

tioned to cover the bridge. The Seventy-ninth New York Volunteers
garrisoned the block-house, and Lieutenant Gittings' battery was
placed in a position commanding the opposite approaches to the
bridge, supported by the Tliirty-sixth Massachusetts Volunteers.
The Twentieth Michigan Volunteers was placed on the road leading
to Blain's Cross-Roads, picketing the river to the left. Colonel Peirce's

brigade was stationed 3 miles below, guarding the fords to the right.

Colonel Collins' brigade (Second Division) was held in reserve.

At about 11 a. m. the enemy made their appearance in force on
the south bank of the river, placing 6 guns in position and opening
a severe fire on my forces, evidently determined to dislodge them for

the purpose of saving the bridge, which was in flames at the time.

I ordered Lieutenant Gittings to open fire on the enemy, which he
did vigorously, and was replied to by the enemy's batteries, but with-
out any material damage to my command. This artillery duel was
kept up for nearly four hours without cessation, when the enemy
were compelled to abandon their position and retreat out of sight.

The bridge being completely destroyed, I received instructions to

move my command during the night of the 31st toward Knoxville.

The command moved at 3 a. m. of the 3ad, Colonel Morrison bring-

ing up the rear with his brigade. Two pieces of artillery having
been left without transportation (belonging to another corps), and
not wishing to leave or destroy them, I appealed to the men of my com-
mand, and they cheerfully manned the ropes and dragged the guns
and limbers to within 7 miles of Knoxville, when horses were ob-

tained to take them the remainder of the distance.

At 13 m. on the 33d, I halted the command on the road within 7

miles of Knoxville, when Colonel Morrison reported to me the
enemy's cavalry following in his rear in force. I received instruc-

tions to take a position on the right of the road connecting with Gen-
eral Manson. Remaining in said position for some time, and the

enemy showing no disposition to attack us, I received instructions to

continue my marcfh toward Knoxville. I marched the command to

within 3i miles of the city ; again formed line of battle awaiting the

attack of the enemy. They advanced their skirmishers quite boldly,

and occupied a commanding crest a very short distance in front of
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iny line, which would have proved destructive to my men had they
been allowed to remain. I accordingly ordered 2 companies of the
Twenty-seventh Michigan Volunteers to charge and carry the crest,

which they did in a most gallant manner, causing the enemy to

make a most precipitant retreat. Occupied the position during the
night without further molestation from the enemy.
At daylight on the morning of the 23d, I ordered a cdmpany of the

Twenty-seventh Michigan Volunteers to advance as skirmishers,
supported by the Second Maryland Volunteers. After having scoured
the country for a distance of 5 miles, and not being able to find the
enemy, rejoined the command, where we remained during that day
and night.

On the moruijjg of the 24th, I received instructions to march the
command to sonils suitable camp within supporting distance of Knox-
ville.

The losses during the above engagements are 1 private. Batteries L
and M, Third U. S. Artillery, and Lieutenant Mentzel, of the Forty-
sixth New York Volunteers, killed.

Too much praise cannot be awarded to the men and officers for

their patience and endurance during the march from Strawberry
Plains, dragging 2 pieces of artillery a distance of 10 miles over
rough, muddy roads, without a murmur. Great credit is due to the
brigade commanders for their promptness in carrying out my orders
in detail ; also to tlie members of my staff for their valuable assistance.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDW. FERRERO,

Brujadier-Generul, Coiuviandiny.
Capt. H. R. MiGHELS,

Assistant Adjutdnt-Generul.

No. 2.

EejMiis of Briy. Gen. Orlando B. WiUcox, U. S. Army, comviunding
Second Division.

Headquarters Ninth Army Corps,
January 22, 1804—4.15 p. m.

Sir : With Special Orders, No. 22, received, the last one, to select a
camp nearthe Twenty-third Corps, I had anticipated by moving down
with General Manson's division, 'betbrff the enemy, to the intersection
of the Knoxville and Armstrong's Feriy roads. I am now carrying
on a brisk skirmisli with the enemy's dismounted infantry, holding
a position about half a mile above cross-roads, my right resting on a
crest and my left and centei- in the valley, covered by underbrush
and broken ground. I took this stand in order to develop, if possi-

ble, the character of the force advancing. So far I have discovered
nothing but a division of mounted troops. I did not wish either to

divide the force or to march into Knoxville ^itli the enemy on my
heels. Having no cavalry, I cannot tell anything more than is before
me. The enemy's flanks are both covered with w<jods. If you de-
termine that I shall hold this position to-morrow, please send me
commissary stores and ammunition to-night.

O. B. WILLCOX,
Brigadier- Ge-n eral.

Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter,
Chief of Staff.
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Hdqrs. Second Division. Ninth Army Corps,
Lyon's Mills, Term., January 31, 1864.

Captain : On the 21st ultimo the Ninth Corps was at Strawberry
Plains. The army was moving toward Knoxville, with heavy trains
over bad roads, and the Ninth Corps was left to bring up the rear.

Tlie bridge being dismantled and set on fire, our pjckefts were with-
drawn, as directed by the major-general commanding, from the
south side of the river in a flat-boat. The enemy soon appeared,
lined the banks of the river commanding the plains, and from Semi-
nary Hill opened fire with a field battery. Lieutenant Gittings,
with Batteries L and M, Third U. S. Artillery, was posted near a
block-house covering the depot, but placed his fourgunsina better
position on the ridge next in rear of the block-house, and replied with
such effect as to silence the enemy, notwithstanding a cross-fire

brought to bear upon him from a ]joint to our left and front.

We remained in position all day at Strawberry Plains annoyed,
after the artillery ceased, only by the enemy's sharpshooters. They
slinwed a considerable force of cavalry and mounted infantry, some
s(iuadrons, and one long column which we were able to reach with
our shells with considerable apparent effect. They seemed to be mov-
ing down from the New Market road out upon the Sevierville road,

from which there were roads leading to a ford 2 miles below us, and
other fords still lower down, crossing at either of which would have
enabled them to cut our train stretched between Strawbeny Plains

and Knoxville. The picket at the ford was strengthened, and a
regiment sent to Flat Creek by the general's order. In the evening a
train of cars was expected to take off some public property remaining
at the depot, consisting mainly of two guns, said to belong to Good-
speed's battery (not of the Ninth Corps), and some caissons. There
was no transportation to take this property away, and a telegram was
received stating that the cars had run oft' the track just out of Knox-
ville. The troo])s were ordered by General Parke to be at Flat

Creek by daylight. The batteries were started at 12, the troops at 3.

1 was directed to bring off the guns and caissons, before mentioned,
if possible : if not, to destroy them. The men of the Ninth Corps
V(jlunteere(l to drag the guns, which they did with much labor, and
the caissons were destroyed, as it was impossible to bring them
away. The troops reached Flat Creek by dayliglit, and wereoi-dered

to move on toward Knoxville in rear uf ilie Twenty-third Corps.

At about 1 o'clock on the 22d, the enemy's cavalry appeared in oui'

rear, 1 mile above the Armstrong house, just as we came up with

Hanson's division. Twenty-third Corps, which had been halted.

The lines were formed and we marched in company with General

Manson, without annoyance from the enemy, to a position a mile

above the intersection of the Armstrong's Ferry road with the Knox-
ville road, where I ordered a halt of all the troops, threw out skir-

misliers toward the enemy, encountered their skirmish line, drove

them back, and carried two wooded knolls whiclrthey had seized in

our rear and right. The rebel force driven off, we went into

bivouac. They made a demonstration on General Hanson's i)ickets

early in the evening, which was repiilsed. Their whole force re-

turned toward Strawberry Plains about midnight, and we saw no
more of them. They were said to be Armstrong's division of cavalry

and mounted infantry.
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Accompanying please find reports of General Ferrero and Lieuten-

ant Gittings.

Our casualties were as follows :*

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
O. B. WILLCOX,

Brigadier-GeneraJ, Corirnumding.
Capt. Samuel Wright,

Assistant Adjutcmt- General.

No. .3.

Report of Lieut. Erskine Gittings, Batteries L and M, Tliird U. S.

Artillery.

Erin's Station,
January 30, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to forward a report of the operations of

Batteries L and M, Third Artillery, during the 31st and 22d of Jan-
uary, 1864

:

On the morning of the 19th, I was ordered to take a position near
the block house, overlooking the bridge crossing the Holston. I

assumed this position but did not place any guns in the house, as the
thickness of the timber was very slight and covered with dirt only
partially, rendering it somewhat dangerous from splinters caused by
solid shot, but still affording sufiicient protection from shells. This,
together with the limited field of fire, made me think it best to place
the guns outside of the fort.

No signs of the enemy were apparent until between 10 and 11

o'clock of the 21st, when small parties were seen reconnoitering the
approaches to the bridge. In half an hour after the first parties of

the enemy were seen they brought a field battery into position near
the seminary on the opposite side of the river, but as the fire from the
enemy's sharpshooters was sufficiently heavy to show that if all the
pieces were maintained on the ridge the loss would be disproportion-
ate to the probable gain, I retired three of them to the next ridge,

covering them as well as the stumpy nature of the ground admitted.
I left orders with the officer remaining with the gun near the house
that I would send him directions to hold his position or withdraw as
soon as I was able. He, however,"withdrew to the position I had
assumed before I had sent him orders, assigning as his reason, which
was no doubt a good one, "that the slope of the hill on which he
fired was so great as to make the recoil of the gun take it to the bot-
tom of the hill, and as the gun could not be run to the extreme crest

on account of the sharpshooters, the position appeared to be unten-
able." The tire of the enemy upon me in my new position was quite
sharp, but as most of their shells burst too far to my rear I siistained

no injury. The fire brought upon them by mv three pieces appeared
to do them some injury, as shortly afterward Uiey ceased firing from
all but one gun, and finally moved this gun some 800 yards to my left

and front, and reopened their fire from this piece. Only a few shots
were fired by tljem in this new position. The enemy, later in the
day, showed quite a strong force of mounted infantry, or else the
manner in which they moved it led us to believe it to be strong. The

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 officer killed, 2 privates wounded, 26 privates

missing ; total, 29.
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only shots fired by me after their battery ceased firing, were from
the rifled 6-j)ounder guns near the depot. At night-fall I took a posi-
tion a little farther to the rear of my first one, and by 12 p. m. received
orders to take the Knoxville road, following in rear of the trains, &c.
The only loss in material which I sustained was one wagon aban-

doned by the driver on account of breaking the tongue of the wagon.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. GITTINGS,
First Lieutenant, Third Artillery.

Capt. H. E. MiGHELS,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

JANUARY 21-23, 1864—Scout from Eossville toward Dalton, Ga., and

skirmish (22d).

Eeport of Col. William P. Boone, Twenty-eighth Kentucky Infantry.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Rossville, Ga., January 24, 1864.

General : In obedience to your instructions I moved out of camp
at Rossville on the 21st instant at 10 a. m., with the following effect-

ive force : Twenty-eighth Kentucky Mounted Infantry, 320 men and
11 officers, Lieut. Col. J. Rowan Boone, commanding; Fourth Mich-
igan Cavalry, 211 men and 4 officers, Capt. Alfred Abeel, command-
ing. Total, 431 men and 15 officers.

Command moved in direction of and through McLemore's Cove to
a point between Blue Bird Gap and Dug Gap, 26 miles south of
Chattanooga, and bivouacked for the night, placing strong pickets
on the approaches thi'ough those gaps.
At 3 a. m. on the 22d instant, the march was resumed, and cross-

ing Lookout at the intersection of Pigeon Mountain passed through
Broomtown Valley to Summerville, thence across Taylor's Ridge to
Dirt Town, and thence I proceeded about 8 miles in direction of
Dalton to the camp of Colonel Culberson, commanding Home
Guards, where some 300 of that officer's regiment were routed; the
ramp was destroyed with a considerable number of arms and other
]i!'i)j)erty, but the main body of the enemy escaped indirection of
Dalton, where the Confederate forces were strongly posted.
Having gone as far as indicated by orders and being encumbered

by considerable number of prisoners, horses, mules, &c., the pro-
])riety of advancing iipon Dalton was doubtful, and I moved back
in direction of Chattanooga, recrossed Taylor's Ridge and bivou-
acked for the night, 3 miles from Summerville. The command
marched on this day 59 miles, captured one government wagon, which
was afterward burnt, 15 prisoners, among whom was one Captain
Hubbard.
At 5 a. m. I moved in direction of Rossville, and arrived in camp

at 10 p. m.
The prisoners have been turned over to the provost-marshal at

Chattanooga. There were no casualties.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. P. BOONE,

Colonel, Commanding Detachment,
Brigadier-General Whipple,

Chief of Staff, Department of the Cumberland.
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JANUAEY 22, 1864.—Capture of Forage Wagons near Wilsonville, Tenn.

REI'ORTS.

No. 1.— Brig. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, U. S Army, commanding Cavalry, Depart-

ment of the Ohio.

No. 3.—Col. Edward M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding First Cav-

alry Division.

No. 3.—Lieut. Gen. James Longstrect, C. S. Army.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Snmiiel D. Sturgis. U. S. Army, comvianding
Cavalry, Department of the Ohio.

Hdqrs. Chief of Cavalry, Department op the Ohio,
Sevierville, Tenn.. Jnniiary 25, 1864.

General : A small party from Colonel McCook's command yes-

terday captured a small wagon train loaded with supplies for Mor-
ristown, and captured also 19 prisoners, consisting of 1 lieutenant,

1 sergeant, and 17 privates. General Elliott's division has captured
in all, since we reached this side the river, some 75 iirisoners. I am
sending a detachment to-day to destroy the pontoon across moiith of

Chucky. General Potter and Captain Gouraud are here.

Respectfully,
S. D. STURGIS,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Cavalry.

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster.

No. 2.

Reports of Col. Edn-ard M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, com-
ma7iding First Cavalry Division.

Headquarters First Cavalry Division,
January 22, 1864.

General : I send the orderly, who knows the road to my head-
qiiarters. A scouting party of the First Tennessee captured a Cap-
tain Bennett, commissary on General Benning's staff. Hood's divis-

ion, and 7 men who were out lookiirg f«r forage.
The First Tennessee and Colonel Palmer's force are out after a

forage train, and I think will get them, unless the guard is too
strong. I will move my command befoi'e day, so that their with-
drawal will not be noticed from the other side.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD M. McCOOK,

Colonel, Commanding.
Brigadier-General Elliott,

Commanding Cavalry.

Bremner's Church, Tenn.,
January 23, 1864.

Captain : Your order for destroying the pontoon was received at

3 p. m. The party detailed (200 strong) started at 4. Miller's scout
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-was not here. The detachment is in command of Major Kimmel, a
good officer, provided with an efficient guide, and will execute your
order if possible.

There is no pontoon at the mouth of the Chucky. I am informed
there was one 3 miles above tlie mouth; another 12 miles above that.
It will be necessary to cross the French Broad to get at either of them.
Even with bridges destroyed, there is uo difficulty in crossing with
infantry and artillery, or trains. The guide, Mr. Inman, tells me
that there are half a dozen excellent fords, both above and below the
bridges, that can be crossed at this stage of the river Avithout finding
water more than knee deep to a man.
The total result of the expedition yesterday was 22 wagons with

their teams, and 90 prisoners, 2 captains and lieutenant.

brigade not barefooted, is away ...

the direction of Wilsonville, and the guides, who know the ford
roads, with him. I took the responsibility of sending him out this
morning in order to keep the rebels from crossing into the bottoms.
I can i)rocure no other guides, and cannot move until to-morrow
morning at daylight. I will suggest to Wolford that ho move on
the main road at the same time, and effect a junction with me at
Wilsonville. I ordered La Grange to destroy the boats at Hays'
Ferry if he could get them. I will have full information from him
and from Dandridge to-night.

EDWAKD M. McCOOK,
Colonel, Commanding Diinsion.
J. A. S. MITCHELL,

Capf. and Ackj. Aide-de-Camp, in absence of Colonel McCook.

Capt. W. C. Rawoi^le,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

ADDENDA.

Hdqrs. Chief of Cavalry, Department of the Ohio,
Sevierville, Tenn., January 25, 1864.

Col. E. M. McCooK,
Comdg. Cav. Div., Dept. of the Cumberland:

Colonel : The general commanding the cavalry instructs me to

say that it gives him great pleasure to send yoii the following
extract of a letter, written by order of Major-General Foster, com-
manding the department

:

Headquarters Department of the Ohio.
Kiioxville, January 33, 1804.

Brigadier-General Sturgis.
Commanding Cavalry

:

^
Sir : By direction of the general commanding I have the honor to acknowledge

the receipt by him of your dispatch announcing th(> capture of train of the enemy
by Colonels McCook and Palmer, and to express to you his gratification and to ask
you to make in his ngjne the proper compliments to Colonels McCook and Palmer
and the officers and men serving under them.

JAMES H. STRONG,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Inspector-General.
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You will please to publish this very complimentary notice of the

major-general commanding to your command in orders.

1 have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

WM. C. RAWOLLE,
Captain and Aide-de-Camp.

No. 3.

Report of Lieut. Gen. Jaines Longstreet, C. S. Army.

Headquarters, January 35, 1864.

Twenty-eight of our wagons were captured on the south side of

French Broad on the 23d. They were foraging and had neglected
to get the usual guards. General Martin captured 800 beef-cattle,
and reports 300 wagons abandoned and destroyed by the enemy
in the retreat to Knoxville. We lost our teams with our wagons,
and got none to replace them. Major Day made an advance upon
Tazewell yesterday. He found the fortifications and forces stronger
than was expected, and after a skirmish retired. We lost 1 man,
killed ; captured 13.

J. LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant-General, Commanding.

General S. Cooper,
Richmond, Va.

JANUARY 22, 1864.—Affair at Subligfna, Qa.

Report of Brig. Gen. Alfred Iverson, C. S. Army.

Rome, Ga.,
January 33, 1864.

Dispatch received states enemy surprised Culberson's command
(Georgia State Guards) last night, 7 o'clock. Thinks they retired
toward La Fayette.

A. IVERSON,
- • Brigadier- General.

General Johnston.

JANUABT 22-27, 1864 Expedition from Union City to Trenton, Tenn.

Report of Col. George E. Waring, Jr., Fourth Missouri Cavalry,
commanding Cavalry Brigade.*

TJIenton, Tenn.,
January 27, 1864.

Captain : In obedience to the order of the commanding general, I
marched my command at 7.30 a. m., January 33, from Union City
toward Sharp's Ferry, on the Obion River. The road in places was
very bad. The marching column reached the vicinity of ^harp's

* See also Waring's report of Smith's expedition, etc., p. 868.



Chap. XLIV.] EXPEDITION FROM UNION CITY TO TRENTON, TENN. 113

Ferry before niglit, hut the rear of the supply trains was still stuck
in the mud, 4 miles from our starting place. I pressed teams and
sent back to lighten loads, but nothing could be done that night, as

men and animals were exhausted. The river at the ferry was choked
with floating ice, the rope broken, and the boat filled with ice and
water and in very bad condition. It was neai'ly daylight before we
coiild commence crossing, and on account of the damaged condition
of the boat only 8 horses could be crossed at a time.

Afternoon, January 23, the ice accumulated again, blocked up the
river, broke the rope and stopped the crossing for over two hours.

At night I received information that the supjjly trains had all got
together at Troy, at which place tlie Seventh Indiana Cavalry (from
Hickman) had joined the command as it marched through. I had
placed Colonel Karge (Second New Jersey Cavalry) in charge of the

ferry, and at 9 p. m. the Second Illinois and Nineteenth Pennsyl-
vania pioneer cori)s and a portion of the Fourth Missouri having
cr(jssod, I crossed myself and came ahead to decide on the road to

be taken and to send the pioneers ahead. I found the bottom on
this side of the river in a horrible condition, and the river and
sloughs rising very fast. Just before striking the highland (2 miles

from the ferry) I found a place where the water was from 3 to 4 feet

deep for a distance of (JO yards, and was covered with 3 inches of ice.

Tliose who liad first crossed had cut their way through, and the ice

had been pushed on and packed in the channel near the shore, so

that for a distance of 20 feet we had to plunge through a mass of ice

and water in which horses and men fell and struggled (sometimes
head and all under) until they could get out. For the next 3 miles to

the ridges more than half of the road is very bad, and it was with the

greatest difficulty that we got through with the three wagons which
had been crossed with the Second Illinois and the pioneers. They
had to be unloaded and drawn through the sloughs with picket

ro]ies.

During the night of the 23d and the day following, the Seventh
Indiana crossed with its ambulances. By this time the river had
risen to such an extent that the horses had to be landed in 3 feet of

watei'.

During the night of the 24th and until noon of the 25tli, we were
trying to establish a new ferry farther down the river, but the con-

stant rising of the river rendered this impossible. As Colonel Karge
was cut off from all possibility of communftating with me except by
Colonel Shanks, of the Seventh Indiana Cavalry, who was the last

man to cross, he sent me word by him that he should go back to

Jacksonville, and thence by Dresden and Huntingdon to Jackson,

unless he heard from me again. He has taken the best course, and
has the energy to get through if any man can. I have now sent

Colonel Shanks with the Seventh Indiana and Nineteenth Pennsyl-

vania to hold the crossings at Mount Pinson and Bolivar. The Sec-

ond Illinois Cavalry is stationed at the bridge at Radgers' Mill, near

Spring Creek, and will hold the bridge and run the mill until I come
up. I am now going back to Dresden by the best road I can find

(probably rebuilding King's Bridge with the pioneer corps). I shall

bring my train through as fasta,s possible, and to this end I am press-

ing all the trains I can find in the country. I have been compelled

to disobey the order to take a road west of the Columbus and Corinth

road, and I cannot get through within the time specified in your con-

versation with me.

8 R R—VOL XXXII, FT I
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Had we got across the Obion before it commenced to rise we could

have gone by the way of Dyersburg, and should have had no diffi-

culty in going as far as the Hatchie River beyond, what would have
resulted from the bad condition of the roads. As the streams to the

east of us are now falling rapidly, and the roads are drying dp, we
may be able to get through reasonably fast.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. E. WARING, Jr.,

Col. ith Mo. Cav., Comchj. Cav. Brig., Gth JDiv., Idth A. C.

Capt. J. Hough,
Assistant A cJjutant-Gene raL

JANUARY 23, 1864.—Skirmish near Newport, Tenn.

Kitir'OB'rs.

No. 1.—Brig. (ipn. Samuel U. Kturj^is, U. S. Ainiy. comniandinp; (Javalry, Depart-

ment of the Ohio.

No. 2.—Col. Oscar H. I^a (iraiige, First Wisconsin Cavalry, commanding Second

Brigade, First Cavalry Division, Department of the Cumberland.

No. ].

Beport of Brig. Gen. Samuel I). Stiirgis, U. S. Army, conimanding
Cavalry, Department of the Ohio.

Sevierville, Tenn., Jainiary 24, 18G4.

General : I have iust returned from Fair Garden and McCook"s
position near Dand ridge.

Yesterday I ordered a party of 150 men under Major Kimmel to

attempt the destruction of a pontoon bridge reT)orted to be near the
mouth of the Chuckj^. The party returned early this morning, hav-
ing gone up the Chucky some 3 miles, but found no pontoon. The
Ciiucky is very low and fordable at nearly all points.

Yesterday evening Colonel La Grange (First Wisconsin) Avas sent
with his brigade to intercept a reported train of wagons (said to be
100) with infantry escort near New.port, and conveying forage to
Morristown. The colonel has. returned, but found no wagons. He
cajjtured 15 prisoners. Both these scouting jjarties examined the
country with a view to its resources of forage, &c;.

,
going into and

through the Dutch and Irish bottoms, and report that the forage has
been nearly all hauled by the enemy to the north side of the river,

Avhere it is protected by strong guards of infantry. Colonel LaGrange
estimates that in what was reporte.d to be the richest portion of the
valley a division of cavalry could not subsist longer than three days.
From these reports it will be seen that there^is nothing left for this

force but to settle about this place until it shall have exhausted the
country, which will be but a short time. What is to do then it is

difficult to say.
I do not know that it can be avoided, but I may say that it is a

pity that circumstances should compel us to entirely exhaust the
country of these loyal people. If we remain here long they must
suffer, and it will be impossible for them to raise anything next
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year. The necessity for pressing supplies leads so immediately to
plundering that soldiers find no difficulty in taking the step from
the one to the other, and in spite of all I can do to the contrary. It
is distressing to witness the sufferings of these peoj)le at the hands
of the friends for whom they have been so long and so anxiously
looking. You cannot help it ; neither can I, and I only refer to it

because my heart is full of it.

Respectfully,
S. D. STURGIS,

Briijadier- General, Com itiandi>ui Cavalry.

Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter,
Chief of Staff.

P. S.—The enemy has made repeated attempts to cross to tliisside,

but have been driven back in every attempt. The infantry of the
enemy was sent back to Morristown on Monday morning last.

S. D. S.

No. 2.

Report of Col. Oscar H. La Grange, First. Wisconsin Cavalry, com-
inanding Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division, Department of
the Cumberland.

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division,
Department of the Cumberland,

Near Faints Ford, Tenn. , January 23, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that the scout from the Sec-

ond Brigade proceeded by way of Dutch Bottom through Irish Bot-
tom to the house of William Jack, 2^ miles from Newport. At
this point about 300 of the enemy were found drawn up in an ad-

vantageous position, and it being near night and our horses some-
what jaded it was not deemed prudent to attack him.

()ne of the enemy's outposts was attacked, 3 killed and 16 with
arms and horses captured. No loss sustained by the scouting party,

(^nly about 3,000 bushels of corn observed on the entire route.

Most respectfully,
Or H. LA GRANGE,

Colonel, Com.nmnding.

Capt. John Pratt,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Cav. Div., Dept. of the Cumberland.

JANUARY 23, 1864.—Affair near Woodville, Ala.

Report of Brig. Gen. Charles R. Woods, U. S. Army, commanding
First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps.

Woodville, Ala.,
January 26, 18G4.

Major : I have the honor to report that on Saturday night, the

23d instant, about 9 o'clock, a party of rebels, about 60 in number.
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made a descent upon the corral of unserviceable animals under
charge of the division quartermaster and drove off a portion of them
besides taking off 17 citizen teamsters. The number of animals now-
missing is about 90, but I have reliable information that only about
40 were got across the river. The division quartermaster has parties

out picking up the animals, and I have no doubt will succeed in
picking them up. The corral is situated by the side of the railroad,

about 3 miles east of Woodville, and within 400 yards of the rail-

road guard of 25 men and between their post and this station. The
animals and teamsters were taken by a bridle-path over the mountain
within 2 miles of Woodville. The existence of this path was not
known. The rebels kejjt on the summit of the mountains, avoiding
the roads, and crossed at a ferry about 4 miles below Larkin's Ferry.
They reached the ferry about daylight.
Owing to the fact that all the teamsters were taken away, and that

3 or 4 men were left at the corral to prevent a citizen giving the
alarm, I did not get the information until about ]0 o'clock a. m.

I immediately sent out Lieutenant-Colonel Gage, assistant inspect-
or-general, with about 60 mounted artillerymen, in pursuit, Avith in-

structions to take the trail and follow as fast as possible. I sent
Lieutenant Lacey with 20 mounted infantry in the direction of
Gxintersville and Major Seay with 200 infantry in the same direction
to support either party. As the enemy had in all probability crossed
the river by the time the pursuing parties started, the pursuit was
fruitless.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. E. WOODS,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Maj. R. R. TowNES,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

JANUAEY 23, 1864.—Scout from La Grange, Tenn., to Ripley, Miss.

Beport of Vol. Edward Brince, Seventh Blinois Cavalry.

Headquarters,
„ I^a Grange, January 2:5, 1864.

Sir: a scouting force of this regiment, just back from Ripley,
captured 3 prisoners and lost 3, taken prisoners. May I send now
flag of truce proffering exchange?

E. PRINCE,
Colonel Seventh Blinois Cavalry.

Capt. T. H. Harris,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Indorsement.]

No.
T. H. HARRIS,

A ssistant Adjutant-General,
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JANUABT 23-29, 1864.—Operations in North Alabama.

STJMlVtA.R'^ OF THE PRINCHPA-L KVKNTS.

Jan. 25, 1864.—Skirmish at Bainbridge Ferry.

Skirmish near the Sweet Water.

Jan. 26, 1864.—Attack on Athens.

Jan. 29, 1864.—Skirmish near the Tennessee River.

Skirmisli near Cobb's Mill.

EKPORTS.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins, U. S. Army, Chief of Staff, Division of the

Mississippi.

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army, commanding Left Wing,

Sixteenth Army Corps.

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Charles R. Woods, U. S. Army, commanding First Division,

Fifteenth Army Corps.

No. 4.—Col. Abram O. Miller, Seventy-second Indiana Infantry, commanding
Second Cavalry Division.

No. 5.—Col. Smith D. Atkins, Ninety-second Illinois Infantry, commanding Third

Brigade.

No. 6.—Capt. Matthew Van Buskirk, Ninety-second Illinois Infantry.

No. 7.—Capt. William McCi-acken, Ninety-eighth Illinois Infantry.

No. 8.—Capt. James E. Robinson, Seventy-second Indiana Infantry.

No. 1.

Rcpoiis of Brig. Gen. John A. Eawlins, U. S. Army, Chief of Staff,

Division of the Mississi/pid.

Nashville, Tenn.,
January 29, 1804.

On the morning of the 25th [2Cth] the enemy, GOO strong, attacked

owT garri.son, of about 100, at Athens. After a two-hours' fight the

enemy was repulsed and driven. Our loss 20; the enemy's much
greater. On the 27th [25th] Colonel Miller had a severe fight on
this side of Florence, repulsing the enemy. Our loss 15 killed, 25

wounded.
JN€). A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

Col. J. C. Kelton.

Nashville, Tenn.,
February 2, 1804.

General Dodge reports that on the 28th [29th] ultimo our forces,

under Colonel Phillips, drove Roddey to the soutlj^ side of tlie Ten-

nessee River, captured all his trains, consisting of over 20 mule teams,

200 head of cattle, 600 head of sheep, and about 100 head of horses

and mules, and destroyed a factory and mill which had largely sup-

plied him.
JNO. A. RAWLINS,

Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

Col. J. C. Kelton,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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No. 2.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army, command-
ing Left Wing, Sixteenth Army Corps.

Pulaski, January 26, 1864.

Monday morning my mounted force, which included most of gar-
rison at Atliens, moved on Roddey's force, west of Florence. Last
night Colonel Hannon, with about 600 men and 2 pieces of artillery,

crossed river at Brown's Ferry, which is ]0 miles below Decatur and
13 miles from Athens, and at 4 a. m. attacked Athens and some of
my bridge parties near Athens. We had about 100 men. After two
hours' fighting the rebels were repulsed, and retreated on Wood
Ferry. Our loss is 20 ; the enemy's much larger. The bridge parties
are all right, and before this the enemy is south of the Tennessee.
They got news some way of our move, and no doubt expected to take
Athens, stores, and trains, but they have gone back badly whipped.
Our trains all safe.

G. -M. DODGE,
Brigadier-Gen eral.

Lieutenant-Colonel Bowers,
A s.<ii.sia id A djutaii t- General.

Pulaski, January 26, 1864.

All my mounted force started Monday mor-iiing [25th] to attack
Roddey's command in Colbert' Reserve, leaving but a small force at
Athens. Colonel Hannon crossed the Tennessee River last night at
Brown's Ferry, and attacked Athens at 4 a. m. to-day, and after two
hours' fighting he was repulsed with considerable loss, and retreated
toward Brown's Ferry. At the time that the enemy crossed the
river Colonel Phillips' messenger to our forces was at Atliens notify-
ing them he was o miles beyond Elk River. He no doubt by this
time is in their rear or flank. Captain Adam sent all out of town
and shelled with his men, 73 all told. Hannon had two pieces of
artillery with him. The bridge parties are all safe. Our loss is

about 20, all told.

Maj. R. M. Sawyer,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

G. M. DODGE,
Brigadier-General.

Pulaski, January 26, 1864.

Colonel Miller had a severe fight this side of Florence yesterday.
Our loss, 15 killed, 25 wounded. The enemy were repulsed, and
several prisoners taken. Prisoners say Corinth has been abandoned
and burned. I think all the mounted force we can raise should be
immediately sent to Florence and Colbert RdServe, and clear out the
enemy. They are getting too strong in there for our safety on the
railroad, and unless we get them out and keep them employed they
will pick up some of our working jjarties. If we could take and hold
Decatur it would make us all safe, and keep them at proper distance.

G. M. DODGE,
Brigadier- General.

Lieutenant-Colonel Bowers,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Hdqes. Left Wing, Sixteenth Army Corps,
Pulaski, Tenii., January 29, 1804.

Major : I have the honor to report that General Roddey, with
Patterson's and Hannon's regiments and two pieces of artillery, at-

tacked Athens, Ala., on January 2G. at 4 a. m., opening npon the
town without any notice with his artillery, the shot and shell gf)ing
through several hoiises occupied by citizens, and after 'two hours"
fighting was repulsed and defeated 1)y Captain Adam and 75 men of
the Ninth Illinois Mounted Infantry, that being all the force then at
the post.

The plan of the attack, as has since been ascertained by (captured
dispatches, was as follows

:

Colonel Johnson and his brigade, stationed near Florence, was to
move upon the Florence and Athens road and attack the town from
the northwest, while General Roddey in person, with the forces above
named, was to cross the Tennessee liiver at Brown's Ferrj% 18 miles
from Athens and 10 miles below Decatur, with his men dismounted.
The movement of Johnson was defeated by Colonel Miller, of the

Second Division, Army of the Cumberland, who fought and checked
him at Shoal Creek bridge, 35 miles west of Athens, the evening
before the attack. The force at Athens with a force from Pulaski
liad moved out towai'd Florence the day before the attack for the
purpo.se of driving Johnson's force across the Tennessee River.
General Roddey did not know of this and moved up in accordance
with the plan, but hearing of the force to the west of him and getting
Colonel Johnson's dispatch that he could not support him, as he was
checked by a heavy force in front, he retreated. We had no force

to follow him. Captain Adam and his men displayed great coolness
and judgment and fought with determined bravery, checking Gen-
eral Roddey's command and holding them some two hours, enabling
us thereby to send off all stores and transportation.

The noble condiict of these troops saved all of our bridge parties,

both north and south of Athens, as well as all the structures lately

put up. Had the attack succeeded it would have been very detri-

mental to us, and have delayed the opening of the road for a long
time. I think such instances of the repulse of so large a force by so

few men, without fortifications or artillery, very seldom occur, and
must redound to the great credit of our arms while it equally dis-

graces the enemy.
( )ur loss was about 20 killed, wounded, and missing.
The force at Mooresville under Colonel Biggs was notified of the

attack at sunrise bj' Major Park, superintendent of repairs on rail-

r(jad, who urged that officer to fall on the rear of the enemy at

Brown's Ferry by a road leading direct to that place down the river.

Had this been done the entire force of the enemy would have been
captured.
Lieutenant-Colonel Philliijs heard of the contemplated attack and

returned promptly, making direct for Brown's Ferry, but his ad-
vance arrived there only just in time to see thelast of the rebels
over. He marched all night and day until he arrived on the
ground.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
'

• G. M. DODGE,
Brigadier- General.

Maj. R. M. Sawyer,
Assistant A djutant- General.
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Hdqrs. Left Wing, 16th Army Corps,
Pulaski, Tenn., February 1, 1864.

General : I am in receipt of yours of January 30, and, so far as

driving the enemy south, of the Tennessee, I have anticipated your
orders. The force sent by General Thomas struck the enemy on
this side of Florence, skirmished with him, drove him back, and
returned to Huntsville, still leaving the enemy on this side of the
river. I immediately fitted up what mounted men I could, prefer-

ring to take the chances of getting whipped in the offensive to stand-

ing here to be attacked at the pleasure of Roddey. This force

moved out under Lieutenant-Colonel Phillips Thursday [38thJ morn-
ing, struck the enemy Friday [39th] noon, and continued driving
him Friday night. Jolmson's brigade, of Roddey's division, re-

crossed to the south side of the river. Colonel Phillips pressing them
so hard that he captured all their trains—some 20 mule teams, 200
head of cattle, 600 head of sheep, and about 100 head of horses and
mules. He also burned Foster's factory and mill which had sup-
plied them. This has cleared the north side of the river.

The point we should, in my opinion, seize upon as soon as possible

and hold is Decatur. It is the best point to obtain information of

movements of the enemy from as well as for o\ir cavalry to operate
from either southeast or west, and I do not believe this line of com-
mimication can be successfully used unless that point is held.

I notice what you say in relation to movements of Generals Sher-
man, Logan, &c., all new to me, and explains the movements of
troops toward Mobile, which I telegraphed you yesterday and
to-day. There is no doubt but a considerable force has gone in that
direction. I think, however, only one division and one brigade have
left Johnston.
You are aware that I have guarded our lines of communication

for a long time, and I trust when the campaign opens General Grant
will see fit to allow me to take part in it. I am always willing and
cheerfully acquiesce in any duties assigned me, but like all others
sometimes have a preference. I trust you will not consider it as out
of place for me to express the above wish. I judge from your letter

that the present movement is only temporary.
The reports and movements of the enemy look as though Johns-

ton was now south of the Etowah River.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

^ „ G. M. DODGE,

Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins,
Chief of Staff.

Brigadier- General

.

No. 3.

Report of Brig. Gen. Charles R. Woods, U. Si Army, commanding
First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps.

Hdqrs. First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps,
Woodville, Ala., January 30, 1864.

Major : The party of 50 men sent out by me day before yesterday
to scout through the country lying between Paint Rock and Flint
River and down to the Tennessee has just returned. The lieuten-
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ant commanding reports that lie met a party of rebels, about 20 in
number, yesterday morning at 3 a. m., and had a brisk little skir-

mish witli them, between Vienna and the Tennessee River, near
Cobb's Mill. The rebels were driven back and dispersed, seeking
shelter in the mountains. No casualties among our men, and none
known of among the rebels.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. R. WOODS,

Brigadier- General, Comm.anding.

Maj. R. R. TowNES,
Assi. Adjt. Gen., 15th Army Corps, Huntsville, Ala.

No. 4.

Reports of Col. Ahram O. Miller, Seventy-second Indiana Infantry,
cooiiiiuiidiny Second Cavalry Division.

Blue Water,
January ac, 18G4.

General : A portion of Roddey's command, Johnson's brigade,
crossed the Tennessee River at Bainbridge, G miles above Newport
Ferry, and 3 miles below Florence, with the intention to make a
junction with a brigade of infantry, who were expected to cross the
river at Lamb's and Brown's Ferries, thence proceed to Athens to

capture the force occupying the same. We engaged the enemy near
Florence, routed them, killed 15; wounded quite a number, who we
have in our possession. We have a number of prisoners, among
whom are 3 commissioned ofBcers. Captain Ingram, commanding a
battalion, is among the killed. Our loss is 10 wounded, 1 mortally.

Captain Smith, Company B, Ninety-second Illinois, was severely

wounded in the arm.
Prisoners j-eport Corinth evacuated and burned.

Very respectfully, &c.,
A. O. MILLER,

Commanding Division Mounted Infantry.

Brigadier-General Whipple, - <

Chief of Staff.

Headquarters Second Cavalry Division,
Huntsville, Ala., January 28, 18G4.

General : In obedience to orders received from you I proceeded
with a portion of the Third Brigade, Colonel AtMns commanding.
On the 2oth, at Bainbridge Ferry, 6 miles above Florence, we came

upon a portion of Johnson's brigade crossing tlie Tennessee River.

After a sharp skirmish those who had crossed the river took to the hills.

I learned from priseners taken that the balance of the brigade was
crossing the river below Florence for some piirpose. I started tlie

command at once for that place. Arriving on the Florence and
Athens road I found the vedettes holding in check the enemy. Four
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companies of the Ninety-second Illinois Volunteers being ordered for-

ward soon engaged them, and revealed the fact of considerable force

being there. The whole command was soon dismounted, and ad-

vanced upon the enemy in a piece of woods and some old buildings.

After a brisk fire on both sides they broke in confusion, and left their

dead and woxmded in our hands.
The rebel commanding officer of one of the battalions was killed. I

took possession of his orders, with other papers. These, and what I

could learn from prisoners, convinced me that the objectwas to attack
Athens. I also learned that a force of two regiments strong of dis-

mounted cavalry was to cross the river at Brown's Ferry and aid in

the expedition. As soon as I could collect my wounded and get
them in ambulances, and those of the enemy in a house close by,
and leaving their dead—15 in number—on the field, I started for

Athens, a distance of 40 miles. Just at dark, after going back a
distance of 4 miles, I came upon the camp of Lieutenant-Colonel
Phillips, Ninth Illinois, who is in command at Athens. After stat-

ing to him what my impressions were of the enemy's movements,
he at once prepared and started back to Athens. He was to send
scouts in advance to the ferry and report back the facts.

I fed my stock and started at midnight for Brown's Ferry or
Athens, as I might deem best on the information I would receive on
arriving at Rogersville or Lamb's Ferry.
After marching 20 miles Colonel Phillips reported that he had

gone in camp at Rogersville; that he could learn nothing of the
enemy being across the river, though should such be the case he
would inform me at once.

On that information I went in camp at 3 a. ra., 26th. At 9 a. m.
Colonel Phillips returned with his command, designing to carry out
a scout set on foot by General Dodge before I reported to them on
January 24.

At 11 a. m., Janiiary 26, a courier rei^orted that Athens was at-

tacked by 1,500 infantry and 2 pieces of artillery. I was then 80
miles from Athens and 25 miles from Brown's Ferry, where the
enemy had crossed. I returned at once. After crossing Elk River,
Colonel Phillips with his command (Ninth Illinois and Eighteenth
Wisconsin) was sent upon the river road. I kept the main Athens
road. On arriving at the ferry we found the enemy had recrossed.
The enemy did little or no damage at Athens, only capturing 5

prisoners, and did not disturb the-bridge on the railroad. I much
regret that we did not capture them, which we most assuredly could
have done had we not been misinformed or had received information
from those who knew the facts.

The force that crossed consisted of a part of Roddey's command.
They cross and recross the river from day to day for the purpose of
obtaining forage. The main force being at Florence, 45 miles dis-

tant, I did not deem it 'necessary to send a force after them as they
can readily recross the river, and could immediately return upon our
leaving. *

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. O. MILLER,

Colonel, Commanding.

[Brig. Geu. W. D. Whipple,
Chief of Staff.

1
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No. 5.

Report of Col. Smith D. Atkins, Ninety-second Illinois Infantry,
commanding Third Brigade.

Hdqes. Third Brigade, Second Cavalry Division,
Huntsville, Ala., January 28, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that, agreeably to order, I
marched with my command on the 33d instant in the direction of
Florence via Athens. Arriving within 1 mile of Bainbridge Ferry
I sent one company of Ninety-second Illinois to the ford, who suc-
ceeded in capturing 6 and killing 5 of the enemy. The prisoners
captured reported a large force crossing at Florence to co-operate
with another column on Athens.
On the morning of the 25th instant, after marching 1^ miles to-

ward Florence, the advance had heavy skirmishing with the enemy
posted in a log building. The Ninety-second Illinois was sent imme-
diately in support. The enemy charged them on horseback, but were
repulsed with loss. The Seventy-second Indiana, Captain Robinson
commanding, and Ninety-eighth Illinois, Captain McCracken com-
manding, were dismounted and deployed across the road, charged
with a shout, routing the enemy, driving him from his position,
killing 15, including Lieutenant-Colonel Windes, of Johnson's regi-
ment, Captain Ingram, Fourth Alabama, and a lieutenant, and capt-
uring 1 man and 2 officers.

Orders were found on the body of Captain Ingram showing that he
was advancing to co-operate in the attack on Athens.
Our loss was 6 wounded. By command of Col. A. 0. Miller, com-

manding division, the column marched to Athens and reached Hunts-
ville 27th instant.

I inclose copies of reports of Captain Van Buskirk, commanding
Ninety-second Illinois ; Capt. James E. Robinson, commanding
Seventy-second Indiana, and Capt. W. McCracken, Ninety-eighth
Illinois Volunteers, which I beg may be taken as part of this report,

and to which I refer for more minute details.

I add with pleasure that every man and officer in the brigade did
his entire duty during the affair.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
SMITH DYKINS ATKINS,

Colonel 92d Illinois Volunteers, Commanding Brigade.

Capt. R. P. Kennedy, " ''

Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 6.

Report of Capt. Matiheiu Van Buskirk, Ninety-second Illinois

Infantry.

Headquarters Ninety-Second Illinois Volunteers,
Huntsville, Ala., ihmuary 27, 18C4.

Sir : I respectfully submit the following report

:

The Ninety-second Illinois marched from camp near Huntsville on
the 23d instant with 22 officers and 343 enlisted men for Florence via
Athens, Ala.
On the 25th instant Company I (Captain Becker) made a dash on

Bainbridge Ferry, capturing the enemy's pickets, G men, and killing

5 [men] and some 25 horses. Owing to the difficulty of approach and
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their position being covered by their sharpshooters, the balance made
their escape. Resuming our march, we came upon the enemy in force

near Sweet Water in strong position, their center being posted in

and around buildings, and their flanks approachable only over an
open field, while they were sheltered by woods. They charged us
on horseback. We repulsed them and routed them from their posi-

tion, capturing 1 man, 1 lieutenant, and 1 captain, and killing

some 15.

We returned to camp on the 27th, having the following list of

casualties. *

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
MATTHEW VAN BUSKIRK,

Captain, Commandiny Regiment.

Lieut. George B. Thatcher,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 7.

RepoH of Capt. William McCracken, Ninety-eighth Illinois Infantry.

Hdqrs. Ninety-eighth Illinois Volunteers,
Huntsville, Ala., January 28, 1864.

Sir : In obedience to orders received from brigade headquarters I

marched with my command January 33, at the time specified, with
the brigade, in the direction of Athens ; went into camp at the
Widow Robertson's, 15 miles from Huntsville.
Next day I proceeded on through Athens toAvard Rogersville, and

camped that night at Lanier's, on the west side of Elk River.
On Monday, the 25th, I started at daylight on the road to Florence

without any interruption until we crossed Shoal Creek. Arriving
at the cross-road leading to Bainbridge Ferry, I was ordered to take
half of my command and proceed on the right of the road to tlie

ferry, which I did, finding no obstacle. The other half of my com-
mand was ordered to hold the road to Florence. After returning from
the ferry I took up my march with the brigade toward Florence.
After proceeding half a mile skirmishing commenced briskly, when I

was ordered to dismount and form my battalion on the left of the
road, connecting my right with Ninety-second Illinois Volunteers,
and charge the enemy on double-quick through an open field to get
possession of the woods occupied by tHe enemy's right, which I did
most effectually, killing and wounding many. My loss was none.
After the rout of the enemy, I received orders from Colonel Atkins
to remount and fall back to the east side of Shoal Creek, where I
went into camp.
At 12 p. m. we resumed our march toward Rogersville, and halted

at 4 a. m. on the west side of Blue Water. At daylight I marched
back toward Florence, and havingproceeded about 10 miles received
orders to return to Athens, where we arrived at 7 p. m. , and returned
to Huntsville next day (the 27tli instant).

I am, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM McCRACKEN,

Captain, Com,manding Ninety-eighth Illinois.

Lieut. George B. Thatcher,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 7 wounded.
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No. 8.

ppport of Capt. James E. Robinson, Seventy-second Indiana In-
fantry.

Hdqrs. 72d Regiment Indiana Volunteers,
Huntsville, Ala., Janicary 37, 1864.

Sir : In compliance with, your order, I lierewitli submit a report of
^lie part taken by the detachment of the Seventy-second Indiana
v?'olunteers under my command during the recent expedition in the
direction of Florence, Ala.

:

"

In compliance with your order, my detachment, numbering 130
nien, marched from camp at Huntsville, Ala., at 1 p. m. on the 23d
instant, and camped at dusk same evening within miles of Athens.
Marched at daylight next morning (Sunday, 24th), and reached

Athens at 8 a. m. Eemained at latter place until 11 a. m., when we
took up our line of march on the road leading to Florence ; camped
same evening on the west side of Elk River, 4 miles east of Rogers-
ville.

Moved again at da,ylight on morning of 25th (Monday). A half
mile west of Rogersville, with my command, agreeably to your order,
I left the main road leading to Florence, and proceeding in a southerly
direction struck the Tennessee River at Bellevue, on the old steam-
boat canal at Muscle Shoals. The river at this point is about 1^
miles wide, and through that distance I could not see the enemy on
the opposite shore, but their camp-fires, a large number of small
boats (probably 100), and several immense cribs of corn (which had
been boated across from this shore) were plainly visible on the op-
posite bank. From Bellevue I proceeded down this side of the Ten-
nessee River for a distance of 8 miles, when we again struck the
main Florence road. In the reconnaissance along the river bank I

discovered no enemy on this side. I found and destroyed 2 boats
and 1 rebel army wagon, which were being used in the transporta-
tion of forage and provisions across the river. Upon reaching the
main Florence road 10 miles east of Florence I moved forward after

the brigade, which had passed some time previously. Four miles
farther on, about 3 p. m., we reached Shoal Creek, where I found a
I)art of the Ninety-eighth Illinois on guard, who reported that the
head of the column had met a rebel foree, and were then skirmishing
with them. I put my command on double-quick, and in a few min-
utes came up with the column, which was halted near the residence
of the Widow Huff, 1^ miles west of Shoal Creek. By your order I

here dismounted my command and hastened to the front, and formed
line of battle on the north side of Florence road, my left resting on
the road. The enemy was then firing upon* our lines. As soon as
our line was formed I was ordered to charge the enemy in the woods
in front. My men executed the command in a gallant manner,
charging with a yell in the face of the fire from the concealed enemy
until we reached the skirt of the woods, where we caught sight of
them behind several log buildings and trees in the woods. We
opened a brisk fire on them as we advanced, and they soon gave way
and ran in several directions through the timber. After passing
some 300 yards beyond the position just abandoned by the rebels,

your order to halt was received and obeyed. A few moments after-

•Wftrd, ^t dusk, an order canie to about face and march in line of
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battle with my command in rear of our brigade ; that we were to

return to Shoal Creek to camp for the night. We reached the east

side of Shoal Creek at 8.30 p. m. and went into camp, with orders

to feed, keep our horses saddled, and be ready to march at 13 o'clock

same night. Moved at 12 o'clock, as directed, and arrived at a point

5 miles west of Rogersville at 4 a. m. of the 36th, where we went

into camp and had breakfast.

At 9 a. m. on 27th resumed march, and proceeded again in the

direction of "Florence, some 8 miles ; then were ordered to counter-

march, and by 7 o'clock of same day reached Athens.

Next day (Wednesday 37th) we marched for camp at this place,

where we arrived at 2 p. m.
I am happy to say I have no casualties to report in my command.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAMES E. ROBINSON,

Captain, Commanding Seventy-Second Indiana.

Col. Smith D. Atkins.
Cotnmanding Brigade.

JANUARY 24, 1864,—Operations near Natchez, Miss.

Report of Brig. Gen. Wirt Adama, C. S. Army.

Hamburg, January 24, 1864.

The detachment under General Griffith captured near Natchez 35

prisoners and GO drays and teams.
WIRT ADAMS,

Brigadier- General.
Col. Thomas M. Jack.

JANUARY 24, 1864.—Capture of Union Pickets at Love's Hill, near Knox-
ville, Tenn.

Eeport of Col. William Cross, Third Tennessee Infantry.

Hdqrs. Third Regiment, £. I^enn. Vol. Infantry,
Mossy Creek, Tenn., March 28, 1864.

Sir :
' 111 obedience to requirements of existing orders, I herewith

rejjort that on the night of January 24, 1864, about 11 o'clock,

Capt. John C. Slover, of Company E, and Corpl. John G. Yarnell,
Privates Daniel S. Hankins, Abraham Yearout, Samuel Yearout,
James M. Hensley, Thomas Yarnell, Shadrach Lee, William H.
White were captured by a large force of rebel cavalry, off of picket-
post near Love s Hill, 5^ miles northeast of Kh^xville, Tenn. Sergt.

F. H. Dagley and Private John Weeks were also captured, but made
their escape some time afterward.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
^ WILLIAM CROSS,

Colonel, Comdg. Third Regt. E. Tenn. Vol. Infantry.

E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Washington, D. Q,
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JANUARY 24, 1864 Skirmish at Tazewell, Tenn.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Theophilus T. Garrard, U. S. Army, com-
manding District of the Clinch*

Cumberland Gap,
January 24, 1864.

The enemy attacked Tazewell at 3 o'clock this morning. Colonel
Kise, commanding post Tazewell, telegraphs to me now at 6 a. m.

:

" The enemy is advancing in large force on the Big Springs and
Bear Creek roads, coming from the Clinch. " I have sent tne Ninety-
first Indiana Infantry to Powell's bridge, and ordered Colonel Kise
to fall back on Powell's bridge if he is satisfied of the enemy being
in large force.

T. T. GARKARD,
Brigadier-General.

Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter,
Chief of Staff.

Headquarters District of the Clinch,
Cumberland Gap, Tenn., January 35, 18(j4.

General : I have the honor to report that on tlie 24th instant, at

3 a. m., the enemy, 600 strong, attacked our forces at Tazewell.
About 100 made a dash upon the town, but were repulsed.

All is qiiiet now, and from returning scouting [parties] I learn
that there is no enemy nearer than within 2-^ miles of Jonesville,

where a force was found, number not ascertained.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. T. GARRARD,
Brigadier-General, Commanding District of the Clinch.

Brig. Gen. Edward E. Potter,
Chief of Staff to Major-General Foster.

JANUARY 25-FEBRUARY 5, 1864 Expedition from Scottsborough, Ala.,

toward Rome, 6a.

KEPORTS.
N(i. \.—Maj. (jeti. John A. Logan, U. S. Army, commanding Fifteenth Army

( 'orps.

N<j. 2.—Brif;. Gen. Morgan L. Smith. U.S. Army, commanding expedition.

No. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. John A. Logan, U. S. Axniy, coinmanding
Fifteenth Army Corps.

Scottsborough, Ala.,
February 6, 1864.

General : Last Tiight my troops under General M. L. Smith
returned to the river, having gone in the direction of Rome as far
as they could on account of forage, &c. They captured some 50-

* See also Foster's report, p. 43.
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odd prisoners, destroyed all the niter works at Rawlingsville.

Wheeler's force is at Gadsden. Quite a force of the enemy have
concentrated at Kingston, and quite a number have passed through

Montgomery to Mobile some three weeks since. There is no forage

or subsistence after leaving the Tennessee until you reach the Coosa.

What is there is being removed as rapidly as possible. I leave a force

at the river, and will send out again soon in that direction. I think

the object has been accomplished, however. I leave for Huntsville

this morning and push the work on the road between Huntsville

and Decatur as rapidly as possible. A great many Alabamians in

the country desire to enlist in the Alabama regiment. They have
shown themselves very useful men. If I had the authority I could

till the regiment and use them to a good purpose. They are the best

scouts I ever saw, and know the country well clear to Montgomery.
My veterans are very anxious to go home. Have heard nothing
from General Thomas ; I know nothing of his movements on the

La Fayette road, &c.
JNO. A. LOGAN,

3fajor-Qeneral.

Brigadier-General Rawlins,
Chief of Staff.

No. 2.

Report of Brig. Gen. Morgan L. Smith, U. S. Army, coinmanding
expedition.

Hdqrs. Second Division, Fifteenth Army Corps,
Larkin's Landing, Ala., February 5, 1864.

Major : In obedience to orders from General Logan, received on
the 2oth ultimo, the Eighth Missouri Volunteers took the pontoon-
boats out of Mud Creek, thence down the Tennessee to Larkin's
Landing, where, under the superintendence of Captain Jenney, of
General Sherman's staff, the pioneers of my own and General
Ewing's division constructed a bridge. Upon the arrival of the
Vjoats at 8 p. m. of the 26th, I immediately ferried over six regi-

ments of my division to endeavor by a rapid movement to carry out
your views and cajiture some of the pickets operating in the valley
of tlie Tennessee, arresting conscripts, and intercepting deserters
from the army about Dalton. - »

The crossing was effected and the horses swum over by 9.30 p. m.
The command was divided into three parts. Two regiments, under
Colonel Parry, Forty-seventh Ohio Volunteers, moved down the
river to surround a camp between Santa and Town Creeks. One,
under Colonel Jones, proceeded to Gourd Neck, in the mountains,
and the third, under Major Froman, One hundred and sixteenth
Illinois Volunteers, which I accompanied, made a forced march to
Smith's Gap, in Sand Mountain, about 12 miles from the landing, to
intercept any fugitives from the valley. These gaps were occupied
by 2 a. m., and the combined movements resulted in the capture of
1 lieutenant, 8 privates, and several guerrillas. Many shots were
exchanged in the night, and some horses killed and captured. We
returned to the landing next day and completed the bridge. This
movement created great consternation among the guilty and caused
a general stampede of citizens, negroes, and horses for the other

side of the Coosa River. It also enabled men to come out of the
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fastnesses of Sand Mountain who had been secreted a great part of

the time for two years, several of whom have since raised companies
for the First Alabama Cavalry, and some have enlisted in infantry
regiments. One man, McCurdy, immediately after our second ad-
vance, mustered his company with a pencil on brown paper, christ-

ened it, assumed command, ordered an advance into Sand Mountain,
and actually made captures of rebel home guards in the sanue hiding-
places they had themselves just vacated. These loyal Alabamians
are invaluable, and exceed in number and are equal in zeal to any-
thing we discovered in East Tennessee.
In obedience to your instructions, I left for Lebanon on the Rome

road Monday morning (the rain falling in torrents), having been
joined by a brigade from each of the First and Fourth Divisions
and A and H batteries. First Illinois Light Artillery, a part of the
Fifteenth Michigan Mounted Infantry, a part of the Fifth Ohio
Cavalry, and Captain Allen's company, First Alabama Cavalry,
from Bridgeport. The road was so baci that I followed yoiir sug-
gestion and sent back all of our wheeled vehicles from Gourd Neck,
and it was all they could do to reach the river through the bottom.
Tlie infantry then took the direct road to Lebanon, arriving there
Tuesday at 12 o'clock. The cavalry, under command of Colonel
Oliver, Fifteenth Michigan, marched toward Guntersville, having
frequent skirmishes and some fine races with that of the enemy.
Arriving within a few miles of Guntersville and finding that the place

had been hastily evacuated. Colonel Oliver swung round toward the
Lebanon road, commiinieated with me at Town Creek, and then
moved rapidly to Lebanon, where he captured ] lieutenant, aiid 2

stations of coiivier-line from Dalton to Decatur, a sergeant-major,
aboiit a dozen pi'ivates, aiid $5,700 Confederate money, which proved
to have been a State fund for the relief of soldiers' families. From
Lebanon I sent the Fifteenth Michigan Mounted Infantry to Raw-
lingsville to try to comnnanicate with General Thomas' right. They
failed in this, but destroyed a quite extensive niter-works in the

vicinity, and captured 1 officer and 7 privates.

On Wednesday morning the enemy appeared in force on the Rome
road. Colonel Stone's brigade, First Division, moved out on the

main road, and Colonels ( )liver and Heath reconnoitered his posi-

tion on the right with the cavalry force. A few shots were ex-

changed at long range, when the enemy retired slowly, and as their

moiinted foiTe was evidently far superior .j:^ ours anil increasing, I

declined to oi-der a pursuit. I commenced the return at 1 o'clock

and arrived at the bridge at Larkin's Landing this evening, Febru-
ary 5.

The results of the expedition I considered imiDortant. Many of

the Home Guards, including 1 officer, have resumed their allegiance

by taking the amnesty oath, and the always-loyal people of this part

of Alabama have learned from the general gcwd conduct of the men
who their real friends are. My thanks are due to Major Wheaton
and Captain Hotaling, of General Logan's staff, \or willing and
valuable assistance.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

MORGAN L. SMITH,
Brigadier-Geiieral of Volunteers, Commanding Expedition.

Maj. R. R. TowNES,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

9 E E—VOL XXXII, FT I
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JANUARY 26-28, 1864.—Operations about Dandridge, Tenn.

sxjm:ma.e,y oit the pkincip-a-l events.

Jaii. 36, 1804.—Skirmishes at Flat Creek and Muddy Creek.

27, 1864.—Skirmishes at Kelley's Ford and McNutt's Bridge.

Engagement near Fair Garden.

28, 1864.—Skirmishes at Fain's Island, Indian Creek, Island Ford, Kelley's

Ford, and Swann's Island.

REPORTS.*

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Anny, commanding Army of the Ohio.

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, U.S. Army, commanding Cavalry, Army of

the Ohio.

No. 3.—Col. Edward M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding First Cav-

alry Division, Army of the Cumberland.

No. 4.—Col. Archibald P. Campbell, Second Michigan Cavalry, commanding First

Brigade.

No, 5.—Col. Oscar H. La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry, commanding Second
Brigade.

No. G.—Capt. Eli Lilh', Eighteenth Indiana. Battery.

No. 7.—Col. Israel Garrard, Seventh Ohio Cavalry, commanding Second Cavalry
Division, Army of the Ohio.

No. s.—Maj. Edward G. Savage, Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

No. 9.—Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army.

No. L

Reports of Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army, commanding Army
of the Ohio.

Knoxville, Tenn.,
January 27, 180-1.

Tlie enemy's cavalry are pressing General Sturgis quite vigorously
between Sevierville and Newport, but he holds his ground. Lonj;-
street, with all his infantry, are at Morristown and Russellville in
wintei' quarters. The re-enforcements received by him consist of
Picketf.s division of his corps. He has no apparent idea of advanc-
ing before spring. My own situation is secure, and the communica-
tion to the rear is well guarded. The supplies received from our
dejwts at Cliattanooga and Camp Burnside would be entirely inade-
quate were it not for the supplies gleaned from the country by our
distributed parties. I am j)ushing work on Loudon bridge. Cohmel
McCallum has arrived, and will also go to work on the road. Witli
tlds road and the road via Decatur opened, supplies maybe accumu-
lated for trains for campaign in the spring, ^am sending all broken-
down animals to the rear for forage.

J. G. FOSTER,
Major- General.

Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant.

* See also Foster's report, p. 43.
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Nashville, Tenn.,
January 29, 1864. (Received 10 p. m.)

Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster telegraphs from Knoxville, Tenn., under
date 9 a. m. 28tli, as follows :

I have the honor to report that the cavalry under General Stuigis achieved a
decided victory over the enemy's cavalry yesterday near Fair Garden, about 10
miles east of Sevierville. McCook's division drove the enemy about 3 miles, after
a stubborn fight, lasting from daylight to 4 p. m., at which time the division
charged with the saber and a yell, and routed the enemy from the field, capturing
2 steel rifled-guns and over 100 prisoners. The enemy's loss was considerable, 65 of
them being killed or wounded in the charge. Garrard's and Wolford's divisions
came up, after a forced march, in time to be pushed in pursuit, although their
horses were jaded. General Sturgis hoped to be able to make the rout complete

JNO. A. RAWLINS,
Brigadier-General and Chief of Staff.

Col. J. C. Kelton,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Knoxville, January 30, 1864—10 a. m.
(Received February 1.)

General Sturgis j)uslied the pursuit of Morgan's rebel division
until he ])roke it up entirely, but Armstrong's division took position
and with infantry supports repulsed the attack of Wolford's division.

In the mean time several brigades of infantry, having crossed the
river below Dandridge, forced back McCook's and Garrard's divis-

ions. General Sturgis then withdrew his whole command toward
Maryville. I have now sent him orders to move all his best mounted
men (which I hope to make up to 1,500 or 2,000) to make a raid on
Longstreet's rear, and to attempt Saltville. As he cannot go by the
eastward he will move by the west, passing Cumberland Gap, Jones-
ville, &c. Otherwise, all is quiet as usual.

I have received no answer to my application for sick leave. My
knee-joint is becoming more and more painful, and I am fearful that

permanent lameness or loss of the limb may ensue if I do not have
something done soon.

, J. G. FOSTER,
Major-General.

Major-General Gkant.

No. 3.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, U. S. y^rmy, command-
ing Cavalry, Army of the Ohio.

Sevierville, Tenn.,
January 26, 1864—8.30 p. m.

General : The enemy advanced this afternoon, from the direction

of Fair Garden, two brigades with artillery. We checked him some
4 miles from this place, at Dickey's. Colonel Wolford. however.
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who was posted in Avliat is called tlie Flat Creek road, some miles

from here, at a place called Fowler's, was attacked by Armstrong's
division and was driven back, when last heard from, some 2 miles.

Man}' of his men came into this place, and report that the enemy
had infantry. Colonel Garrard, who was stationed at Tom Evans',

on the French Bi'oad, guarding the fords, has been ordered down to

Wolford's assistance. Wolford's division is so greatly reduced that

it only numbers at most 900 men, and I think that is a large estimate.

I am sending an order to the footmen who left Knoxville this

morning to march all night and get up if jjossible, but I fear they
will not get wp, as Colonel Butler says that the communication ad-

dressed to him from your office was opened by the officer in com-
mand, and that it is more than probable he halted soon after leaving
Knoxville.
The enemy is evidentlyvery strong, and exultant over their last

few days' operations.
We will do the best we can, but I do not feel like promising much.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. D. STURGIS,

Brigadier- General, Commanding Cavalry.

General E. E. Potter,
C/iief of Staff, Knoxville.

Headquarters Cavalry Corps,
Diclceijs House, January 27, 18G4—13.45 p. m.

General : Last evening Colonel Wolford fell back to within 2

miles of Sevierville, and there remained. The force on the Fair
Garden road was held in check by Colonel Campbell's brigade, and
I brought Colonel La Grange's brigade back to within 2 miles of Se-
vierville. Colonel Garrard remained at Nichols' watching the river
road, and I moved up the troops which were Avatching the fords
below the Little Pigeon to Cannon's, on the Little Pigeon. Learning
tliat the enemy had concentrated on this (Fair Garden) road, I

directed Colonel McCook to attack him at daybreak. The morning
Avas A'ery foggy, and not much could be doiie. We have driven the
enemy. iioAvever, a couple of miles, and I have just sent La Grange up
the left-hand road from this place toA^fard Fair Garden. Campbell
is on the main road, and I am looking for Wolford to come in on
the left. HoAv affairs Avill turn out it is hai'd to say, but we hope to
Avhip them. The guns are just opening good, and I will have to
cease. I will inclose a rough sketch,* so that you can follow the
movements I have spoken of.

Yours, &c..

S. D. STURGIS,
'^ Bricjadier-Qenerdl.

Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter.
Chief of Staff. Knn.n-ille.

*Seep. 18:-!,
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FAIR GARDEN.

H SEVIERVILLE.

Fcibner at SeviervUle.

Garrard browjlit to SeviervUle to-day, and Wolford

ordered to La (irnwje's left. Not yet arrived.



134 KY., S-^r. VA., TENX., IMISS., ALA., AND N. GA. ffi"*!'- XLIV.

Headquarters Cavalry Corps,
Dickey's, January 27, 1864—6 p. m.

General : After driving tlie whole cavalry force of the enemy
steadily all day long, our troops went in about 4 o'clock with the

saber and a yell and routed them, horse, foot, and dragoon, captur-

ing over 100 prisoners, which I am sending down, and 2 pieces of

artillery, 3-inch steel guns. Our troops are very much worn down
with continuous fighting and little to eat, but they are a band of as

patient and brave soldiers as I have ever seen thus far. Some 50 or

60 of the enemy were wounded and killed in the charge alone. In
the whole day's fighting their loss must be very large. As Wolford
and Garrard were brought from a long distance, they fell in as

reserves, so that this glorious day's work was performed alone by the
gallant men of La Grange's and Campbell's brigades, of McCook's
division.

Respectfully yours, &c.,
S. D. STUEGIS,

Brigadier-General.
Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter,

Chief of Staff.

My gallant aide, Captain RawoUe, charged with line and cap-
tured a horse. We will pursue them until we drive them out of the
country, or are driven out ourselves. Garrard and Wolford have
been marching hard all day and yesterday too ; but I am pushing
them up now, tired as they are, with the hope of making this rout
complete.

S. D. S.

Headquarters Cavalry Corps,
January 29, 1864—9 a. m.

General : In pursuance of my intentions, when I wrote last,

we pursued the enemy very rapidly yesterday morning to the river

at Swann's Island, above Dandridge. The rout of the enemy was
complete, and Morgan's division is utterly destroyed and Generals
Martin and Morgan both reported lost by the rebels.

On reaching the river I sent a recoi^ngjssance to Fain's Island, below
Dandridge, where we found three brigades of rebel infantry crossed
to this side and still crossing, wading with knapsacks and overcoats
strapped on. I determined at once that it was impossible for us to
occupy this country any longer, as the men and animals were per-
fectly worn out from constant marching and fighting. Without any
time for gathering anything, either for man or beast, we could not
live here and fight Longstreet's infantry. I determined, however, to

destroy Armstrong's division, if possible, before the infantrywould get
up, as I had just learned from Palmer that it Vtas on the main (river)

Newport road near Indian Creek, 3 or 4 miles up the river.

I put Wolford in at once, supported by La Grange, and left Gar-
rarcl and McCook to watch the infantry. Armstrong, however, was
strongly posted"on a heavily timbered bank of the creek on a hill,

and had fortified himself strongly. Was joined during the fight by
three regiments of infantry. The battle lasted until sundown, when,
finding the infantry in our rear advancing, I withdrew to this place
by way of Fair Garden.
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Our loss ill tliis oiigagenieut is pretty severe ; about 8 officers that
I now know of, and a great many men I fear.

As soon as I determined to vacate the country I ordered everything
away from Sevierville—the wagons, &c., to Maryville via Trundle's
Cross-Roads; the footmen and captured artillery to Knoxville. I
will go down by way of Trotter's Bridge and "Wear's Cove for the
sake of forage.

It is hard to leave these loyal people to the mercies of the enemy, but
it can't be helped. If I had had a division of infantry at Sevierville,
I could have annihilated both these divisions of rebel cavalry, foi'

the rout was complete and the men scattered beyond all possible hope
of reorganization in Morgan's division.

I am, general, very respectfully,

S. D. STUEGIS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

General E. E. Potter,
Chief of Staff.

We will camp to-night in Wear's Cove and to-morrow night p]V)b-
ably in Tuckaleechee Cove.

Hdqrs. Cavalry Corps, Department of the Ohio,
Maryville, E. Tenn., February 4, 1864.

General : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of this command, consisting of Colonels Wolford's and
Garrard's cavalry divisions, Army of the Ohio, and Colonel Mc-
Cook's cavalry division. Army of the Cumberland, on the 36th,
37th, and 38th of January, 1864

:

Having consumed almost all the forage and supplies on the south
side of the French Broad Eiver not absolutely necessary for the
support of the Union families during the winter, and the enemy's
cavalry having crossed the river at Swann's Island Ford, so that we
were daily contesting with him for the little forage still remaining
inside of his lines, I made the following dispositions of my com-
mand on the 36th ultimo : Colonel Garrard with his division picketed
all the fords and ferries below Tom-E«ans' Ford, on the French
Broad River, with his reserve in position in rear of Flat Creek

;

Colonel Wolford with his division was posted on the Flat Creek
road near Tom FoAvler's house, 6 miles from Sevierville, to be within
supporting distance of Colonel Garrard, and vice versa; Colonel
Campbell's cavalry brigade of Colonel McCook's division, was in
position on the main Sevierville and Newport road, 4 miles from the
former place, and Colonel La Grange's brigade, of the same divis-

ion, was held in readiness H miles from Seviei^ille, on the main
Newport road, to move either to the assistance of Colonels Wolford
or Campbell, as might be required by the developments of the
enemy's intentions.

In these positions Colonels Wolford and Campbell were attacked,
the enemy making Tio very determined assault. Finding that Colonel
Campbell had the rebel cavalry division of General Morgan in his

front, and that the force attacking Colonel Wolford was jiart of the
rebel cavalry division of General Armstrong, I determined tostrilce
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first at the force in front of Colonel Campbell (on tlie main Newport
road), and destroy it if possible before the other division could come
to its relief.

Early on the morning of the 27th, while a dense fog made it im-

possible to see but a short distance, Colonel Campbell was ordered

to charge a ridge occupied by the enemy on our left, beyond the

bend of the Little Pigeon River, near Hodsden's house, which was
the key point to the rebel position. Then opening with rifled guns
of Captain Lilly's battery, his brigade charged the entire line of the

enemy, driving him more than half a mile.

The enemy taking up a new position in rear of the creek

crossed by McNutt's Bridge, I now advanced Colonel La Grange's
brigade unobserved over a by-road turning off at Dickey's house, 4

miles east of Sevier^alle on our left, and running nearly parallel with
the main Newport road, which it again enters at Jim Walker's, 3^
miles west of Fair Garden. The enemy discovering this flank move-
ment too late to oppose it, fell back rapidly. At the same time I

ordered Colonels Wolford and Garrard with theircommands (except

sufficient force to watch the lower fords and to picket the line from
Tom Evans' to Jim Newman's on the Flat Creek road, 4 miles from
Sevierville) to hold the position occupied by Colonel McCook's divis-

ion, to prevent the rebel division of Armstrong from re-enforcing by
any of the by-roads leading in the direction of Fair Garden. The
enemy, commanded by Generals Martin and Morgan, were now
pushed back to the intersection of the by-road taken by Colonel La
Grange on our left flank and the main Newport road.
At 4 p. m. Colonel Campbell's brigade charged dismounted, while

Colonel La Grange advanced his line to within pistol-shot of the en-

emy, the enemy using canister at this time, but soon ceased firing and
prepared to move his pieces from the field, when Colonel La Grange,
with the Fourth Indiana Cavalry, charged him with the saber at a
gallop, capturing about 150 prisoners (includingthe commanding offi-

cers of three regiments), 2 rifled 10-pounder guns, 1 caisson, 1 ambu-
lance, 4 flags, arms and horses, besides many of his wounded, the
pursiiit being kept up until after dark.
The enemy was on this occasion entirely routed, his men hiding

and escaping in every direction. Throwing away their arms and
equipments they presented the appearance of a panic-stricken mob
as they were running tlirough the moi^itains, according to the state-

ment of citizens, who reported their passing until late after midnight.
Inthe pursuit Lieutenant-Colonel Brownlow encountered the advance
of the other rebel division. Firing a volley into it, the direction of
the column was changed toward the French Broad River. Colonels
Wolford and Garrard arrived at Fair Garden too late to take part
in the pursuit, their commands being completely exhausted from
excessive fatigue and want of forage and supplies.
On the morning of the 28th I moved my whole command toward

the French Broad River, on the direct road^rom Fair Garden to
Dandridge, with the view of engaging the enemy's cavalry wherever
it might be found. Colonel Palmer, commanding the Fifteenth
Pennsylvania Cavalry, was ordered to take a plantation road (5 miles
from Dandridge) leading to Indian Creek and entering the river road
5 miles above Dandridge. The advance soon discovered the enemy's
pickets about 'Si miles from Fain's Island Ford, who were driven to

their main line near the creek. Finding that the rebel division of

Armstrong and the fragment of the division scattered the previous
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day had remained on tlie south side of the river, I immediately
ordered Colonel Wolford's division and Colonel La Grange's brigade,
of Colonel McCook's division, to the attack. At this moment (4 p.
m.) I received information from Colonel Garrard, who was protect-
ing the road in Wolford's and La Grange's rear in connection with
Campbell's brigade of McCook's division, that the enemy was cross-
ing infantry at Fain's Island Ford, and that an officer of his com-
mand had watched them wading the stream for more than an hour,
estimating the force at three brigades.
The enemy being thus re-enforced and threatening to cut us off

by the only road to Fair Garden (he having already advanced in
that direction), I moved Colonel Wolford's division forward rapidly
on both sides of the river road, supported by Colonel La Grange's
brigade. The enemy was here driven from a strong position on a
ridge, running at right angles with the river near Indian Creek, and
compelling him to fall back behind breast-works and rifle-pits he
had constructed. Colonel Wolford succeeded in forcing him from
there on our extreme left. The enemy having now re-enforcements
to the extent of three regiments of infantry already engaged, so that
he was superior in numbers, besides holding a strong position, and
receiving reports that he was also crossing troops at Evans' Ford,
miles below Dandridge, and advancing on Cannon's, 3 miles from
Sevierville on the Knoxville road, where I had a small force of dis-

mounted men commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Butler, and having
already pushed forward another force to within 1 mile of the cross-

roads by which my command had to pass, I ordered Colonel Wol-
ford to withdraw his division at dark, to be followed by Colonel La
Grange's brigade. Colonel McCook bringing up the rear with Gar-
rard and Campbell, he having opposed the enemy's infantry advance
from Fain's Island to the last moment. I then moved my command
by the way of Fair Garden, Trotter's Bridge, and Wear's Cove to

Maryville, camping one division in Miller's Cove to picket the coun-

try 20 miles east of Maryville, there not being sufficient forage for

the whole command, which it now became necessary to haul from
the bottoms of the Little Tennessee River.

I cannot give our exact loss in these engagements, but do not think

it will exceed 100. Among the number killed were many valuable

officers, such as Colonel [Major] Lesslie, of the Fourth Indiana Cav-
alry, who fell pierced by a bullet while gallantly leading the charge

of a battalion of his regiment. The enemy's loss was very severe,

and I do not think will fall short of 400. As soon as the reports of

division commanders are received a correct list will be forwarded.

While in Tuckaleechee Cove I received information that the force

of Indians and whites commanded by the rebel Thomas (formerly U

.

S. Indian agent for the Cherokee Nation) was near the forks of

Little Tennessee and Tuckaseegee Rivers in North Carolina, who had
become a terror to the Union people of East Tennessee and the

borders of North Carolina from the atrocities th^ were daily per-

petrating. I ordered Major Davidson with his regiment (the Four-

teenth Illinois Cavalry) to pursue this force and to destroy it.

I am just in receipt of dispatches announcing the surprise of the

Indians on the 2d iitstant near Quallatown. The enemy were 250

strong. Of these, 32 Indians and 32 whites were captured, including

some officers. It is reported that less than 50 made their escape, the

remainder being either killed or wounded, so that this nest of In-

dians may be considered as entirely destroyed, nearly 200 of them
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having been killed. In this affair Lieutenant Cajjron, a gallant

young officer of the Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry, was severely and
perhaps mortally wounded while charging the enemy. This was an
enterprise of great difficulty, through a rugged, mountainous coun-
try destitute of supplies of any kind, and Major Davidson is deserv-
ing of great credit for the manner in which he execu^ted his instruc-

tions.

I will avail myself of this occasion to call the attention of the com-
manding general to the fact that for nearly two months my command
has been almost daily engaged with the enemy and compelled to live

mainly on parched corn, most of which has been gathered at a dis-

tance of from 6 to 15 miles. The weather at times has been intensely
cold and the suffering very great, most of them being without shelter

of any kind ; yet they have fought well and been successful in almost
every instance, and have borne their hardships with the fortitude of
true soldiers, sustained by a sense of the justice of their cause.

Colonel McCook, Colonel La Grange, Colonel Campbell, Colonel
Garrard, Colonel Wolford, Lieutenant-Colonel Miner, Lieutenant-
Colonel Bond, and Lieutenant-Colonel Adams, commanders of divis-
ions and brigades, and Colonel Palmer, commanding Fifteenth
Pennsylvania Cavalry, are deserving of great credit for the hand-
some manner in which they handled their commands, in this last,

as well as the many previous actions since I assumed command.
There are many officers of less rank whose names should be recorded
here for their gallantry, but it would render this report too long and
I will have to refer you to the sub-reports, where justice I hope may
be rendered them. I take great pleasure in calling attention of the
general commanding to the intelligence, courage, and energy dis-
played by Capt. William C. RawoUe, my aide-de-camp, on this last
as well as all previous occasions.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

S. D. STURGIS,
Brigadier-General, Comdg. Cati. Corps, Dept. Ohio.

Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter,
Chief of Staff.

ADDENDA.

HEADQUAKTERS' CfcPARTMENT OF THE OhIO,
KnoxviUe, January 28, 18G4—10 a. m.

Brig. Gen. S. D. Sturgis,
Comvianding Cavalry Corps.

General : Your dispatch of 6 p. m. 27th is received. * 1 he com-
manding general congratulates you upon your handsome success,
and desires you to thank, in his name. Colonels McCook, La Grange,
and Campbell for their gallantry in the affair. The report of Long-
street moving toward Kentucky has proved^to be unfounded. Gen-
eral Garrard sends word that the enemy attacked Tazewell on the
morning of the 24th instant with a force of about 600, but were
repulsed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD E. POTTER,

Chief of Staff.

*See p. 134.
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No. 3.

Reports of Col. Edward M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, com-
manding First Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland.

Headquarters First Cavalry Division,
Department op the Cumberland,

Maryville, Tenn., February 2, i8G4.

Captain : I have the honor to present the following report of the
operations of my division in its engagement with the enemy near
Fair Garden, Tenn., on the 27th ultimo

:

The enemy's cavalry, commanded by General Martin, and consist-
ing of two divisions, imder Generals John T. Morgan and Arm.-
strong, had on the afternoon of the 26th advanced to a position on
the Fair Garden road, between Little East and Middle Forks of
Pigeon River and west of McNutt's house.
Colonel Campbell's (First) brigade was advanced to near Dickey's

house late in the afternoon, theenemy opening ujion his line with artil-
lery. The Second Brigade and battery were in position about dark,
but this brigade, with three pieces of artillery, was subsequently re-
tired to a point near Sevierville, where it was in communication with
Colonel Wolford, whose division had been engaged on the Flat Creek
road.
At daylight of the 27th, Colonel Campbell's brigade, with two

pieces of artillery, advanced from their position across Middle Fork
of Pigeon, and charging the enemy's position, which was a strong
one, took it without difficulty. The enemy were now discovered in
a strong position east of McNutt's house, occupying a commanding
wooded eminence. Colonel Campbell's line, from the paucity of
numbers in his brigade, was exceedingly weak, and from the extent
of the enemy's line and the nature of his position was necessarily
thin and extended. Upon advancing the First Brigade across the
Little East Fork of Pigeon the enemy's first line was broken, but
they were massed in heavy numbers behind barricades, and the Sec-

ond Michigan Cavalry were obliged to fall back across the fork to

the timber west of McNutt's. The retiring of the Second Michigan
Cavalry necessitated the withdrawal of the entire brigade from the
east side of the fork.

Colonel La Grange's (Second) brigade had been sent on the Stafford
road to the left of the Fair Garden road'an^ intersecting the latter,

about 2 miles from Fair Garden. His advance encountered the
enemy's pickets about three-quarters of a mile from the rear of the
left flank of Colonel Campbell's line and drove them in upon the
main body, three regiments of which he discovered in position upon
arriving at a point on the Stafford road opposite to and about a mile
from the left flank of Colonel Campbell's sliirmishers. I now or-

dered an advance of my entire line. Colonel Campbell's brigade
again advancing on the right across the bridge anl4 stream at Mc-
Nutt's, meeting the enemy in a new position in the timber, about
three-quarters of a mile from the stream, where they made a stubborn
resistance, opening with artillery. They were steadily driven, how-
ever, from the several positions that they attempted to hold, and
near Fair Garden became involved in the confusion that had over-
taken their right under the dashing advance of Colonel La Grange
upon our left.
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Colonel La Grange, advancing u])oii the Stafford road, encountered
the enemy in very heavy force, far exceeding his own, but the per-

sistent courage and determination of his officers and men enabled

him to force them steadily back till an open field was reached on the

right of the Stafford road, near its intersection with the Fair Gar-
den road, which was enfiladed by the enemy's battery. The dis-

mounted men, however, advanced across the field, pressing the

enemy's right and obtaining a flank fire upon the heavy force which
was engaging Colonel Campbell upon our right. The enemy was
thrown into confusion and rout, and Colsnel La Grange, with de-

tachments of Second and Fourth Indiana Cavalry, by a magnificent and
gallant saber charge upon the Fair Garden road, captured two pieces

of artillery, sabered the cannoneers and supports, and captured a large
number of prisoners. At the same time Lietitenant-Colonel [Major]
Lesslie, Fourth Indiana Cavalry, with a part of his regiment, charged
with sabers the enemy's line upon the left of the road, driving them
after a desperate hand-to-hand fight, and captiiring about 50 of them
together with General Morgan's battle-flag and part of his escort.

In this charge Lieutenant-Colonel [Major] Lesslie, Fourth Indiana
Cavalry, fell mortally wounded while gallantly leading his men.
He was an able, brave, and dashing officer, and his regiment, the
cause, and the country can illy afford his loss.

Thenumber of our forces that had reached the battery from the rapid
gallop that had been made was necessarily small, and scime of the
enemy, emboldened by this fact, attempted to form and retake their
guns ; but four companies of the Fourth Indiana Cavalry arriv-
ing upon the spot, charging this line of the enemy, gave them
barely time to remove some of their wounded, and the last attempt
of any part of Morgan's division to preserve their organization upon
the field was abandoned.

It was now nearly dark, Morgan's division was thoroughly and
disgracefully routed and broken, our men were worn out by an ad-
vance over a hotly contested and difficult ground, our supply of
ammunition was in a great measure exhausted, and I therefore, after
occupying the position taken, sent out detachments of the First
East Tennessee and First Wisconsin Cavalry—these detachments
comprising the only men that had not been actively engaged in pur-
suit. They overtook the enemy at Flat Creek and captured quite a
number of prisoners. They attacked the rear and flanks of Arm-
strong's division, and soon forced Ihem into nearly the same rapid
and confused retreat that had before overtaken Morgan's division.
We captured 2 3-inch rifled guns, with their horses ; about 800

small-arms, which we destroyed; 112 prisoners (9 of them commis-
sioned officers, 2 of the latter being regimental commanders). Gen-
eral Morgan's battle-flag and his body servant. General Morgan him-
self narrowly escaping, being in the immediate vicinity of the bat-
tery when it was taken. We also "recaptured the regimental colors
of the Thirty-first Indiana Volunteer Infant»y, and one other regi-
mental color (a silk American flag), which was in the possession of
the rebels, and a battery guidon. Many of their killed and wounded
fell into our hands, and I estimate their loss in killed and wounded,
exclusive of tke prisoners taken, at upwards of 200.

Our causalties (detailed lists* of which are herewith inclosed)
were 4 killed, 24 wounded, and 3 missing. I can only account for

* Omitted.
~
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our small loss by the rapidity of our movements and the consterna-
tion produced by the saber charges.

I do not deem it improper to say that no other forces were engaged
in this affair except my division.

I have not mentioned in the body of this report the operations of
the artillery, which were important. The Eighteenth Indiana Bat-
tery was, by sections, assigned to various positions in the several
movements made, and in each the admirable practice of Captain
Lilly and his subordinates materially aided in dislodging the enemy
from his positions and covering our advances. The several regi-
ments and battery did their whole duty, and in a manner worthy of
all commendation. The opportunity of the day, however, was pre-
sented to the Second and Fourth Indiana Cavalry, and led by Col-
onel La Grange, their brigade commander, they gladly availed them-
selves of it.

To Colonel Campbell, Second Michigan Cavalry, commanding the
First Brigade, I have to tender my thanks for the able manner in
which he managed his brigade, weak in numbers, with an enemy in
his front strongly posted and far exceeding his own. Col. 0. H.
La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry, commanding the Second Bri-
gade, disposed and maneuvered his command in a masterly manner,
and by the effect of his personal example in leading the magnificent
charge by which the enemy were finally routed and dispersed, in a
great measure accomplished the crowning success of the day.
The several regimental, commanders executed all orders and made

the several advances with promptitude and precision, and by them
and to the discipline, bravery, and determination of their officers

and men a signal success over the enemy was obtained.

The various members of the division staff. Captains Pratt, assist-

ant adjutant-general ; Porter, Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, acting

assistant inspector-general ; Mitchell, Second Indiana Cavalry, act-

ing aide-de-camp ; and Lieutenants Gannett, Seventh Kansas Cav-
alry, ordnance officer, and Cunningham, Fourth Indiana Cavalry,

commanding escort, were, as usual, prompt and efficient in the dis-

charge of their duties, and I have to thank them for the assistance

rendered me. I inclose herewith copies of reports of brigade and
battery commanders.

I have the honor to be, captain, your very obedient servant,

EDWARD M. McCOOK,
Colonel Second Indiana Cavalry^ Qpmmanding Division.

Capt. William C. Rawolle,
Adg. Asst. Adjt. Gen., Cavalry Corps.

Headquarters First Cavalry Division,
Department of the Cumberland,

Maryville, E. Tenn., February 7, 1864.

Captain: I have the honor herewith to transmit oppy of report of

Col. 0. H. La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry, commanding the

Second Brigade, of engagement near Swann's Island, Tenn., on the

28th ultimo.
With the exceptien of two companies of the Second Michigan

Cavalry, Avho were skirmishing with the enemy's infantry, who
crossed the French Broad River below Swann's Island, no part of the

division but the Second Brigade was engaged.
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I should state that "our men," of which Colonel LaGrange speaks
in connection with the killing of Lieutenant Stover, were not troops

of this division.

I am, captain, your very obedient servant,
' ^ '

^
E. M. McCOOK,

Colonel, Commanding Division.

Capt. J. E. Jacobs,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cavalry Command, D. C.

ADDENDA.

Hdqks. Cavalry Corps, Dept. op the Cumberland,
MaryvUle, Tenn. , February 3, 1864.

E. M. McCooK,
Comdg. First Cav. Div., Dept. of the Cumberland:

Colonel : Brigadier-General Sturgis, commanding cavalry, di-

rects me to inform you that it gives him great pleasure to thank you
in the name of Maj. Gen. J. G. Foster, commanding the depart-

ment, for your gallantry in the engagement of the 27th instant,

when your division scattered and dispersed the rebel cavalry com-
manded by Major-Generals Martin and Morgan.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

WM. C. RAWOLLE,
Capt, A. A. D. C, U. S. Army, and A. A. A. Gen.

No. 4.

Beport of Col. Archibald P. Campbell, Second Michigan Cavalry,
commanding First Brigade.

Hdqrs. First Brigade, First Cavalry Division,
Department of the Cumberland,

Wear's Cove, Tenn., January 30, 1864.

Sir: I have the honor to report the following as the operations of

this brigade in the action of January 27, 1864:
In accordance with orders from the colonel commanding, I took

position on the hills near Dickey's house at daylight [with] the Sec-
ond Michigan and Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry, dismounted, and
First Tennessee Cavalry, mounted, the Second Michigan took the
center on the Fair Garden road, the Ninth Pennsylvania on the left

and First Tennessee Cavalry on the right of the line, with one com-
pany mounted on the left of Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry as flank-
ers. The enemy were in very .strong position on the hills beyond,
and their lines extended along my whole front. I ordered the Sec-
ond Michigan to advance to Pigeon River and the Ninth Pennsyl-
vania to advance skirmishers on the left of my line.

The enemy's skirmishers opened fire on the line with small-arms.
I ordered the Second Michigan to cross the river and advance, which
they did through the valley, and charging t^e enemy's position on
the hills with a yell, supported by a section of Lilly's Eighteenth
Indiana Battery, firing over their heads into the enemy's lines. The
Ninth Pennsylvania advanced and gained the hills to the left. A
section of Captain Lilly's Eighteenth Indiana Battery was then
brought forward, and my command lay under cover while he shelled
the enemy in position across the East Fork, Pigeon River. I was
ordered to advance my brigade at 11 a. m., with instructions that
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the Seventh Kentucky Cavah-y would move forward on my right

flank and protect it. I ordered the Second Michigan Cavalry for-

ward and across the river at McNutt's Mill in the face of the enemy's
fire; also the Ninth Pennsylvania crossed on the left, and First Ten-
nessee advanced to the river on the right. The Second Michigan Cav-
alry rushed forward rapidly, charged the enemy with a yell, driving
him with a very inferior force, when the enemy charged both in line

and column, repulsing the Second Michigan and driving them back
across the river. They charged to the river and through the bridge,

and drove the First Tennessee back from the river, but were repulsed
by the Second Michigan near the bridge and driven. The Ninth
Pennsylvania advanced on the left, but as the center and right had
fallen back, and the enemy formed to charge them with superior

force, they retired to the cover of the woods a short distance.

Soon after I advanced my lines and moved forward rapidly, dis-

mounted, 2 miles without resistance, when I met the enemy's skir-

mishers and drove them 1 mile, when I was joined by the right flank

of the Second Brigade, which was fighting on my left.

I advanced by the right flank under cover of the woods to within

easy musket-range of the enemy's artillery, which was strongly sup-

ported. I asked Lieutenant Miller, Eighteenth Indiana Battery, if

he could get his gun in position there. He answered, "Yes, before

the enemy can load." I then ordered my line to charge the enemy
and dislodge him from his position, and, with the assistance of one

piece of artillery, compelled him to abandon his position, and he fled

in utter confusion, when the Fourth Indiana Cfavalry charged and
captured the enemy's artillery. Lieutenant Miller did the best of

execution with his gun. I then advanced at a double-quick with my
whole command. The enemy were utterly routed ; many prisoners

captured. Colonel Brownlow was ordered forward with his regi-

ment (the First Tennessee Cavalry), and charged down the road,

taking several prisoners, and, returning, routed and scattered the

advance guard of General Armstrong's division.

My thanks are given to officers and men of my command for their

gallantry and endurance during the day.

My loss is 20 killed, wounded, and missing;* 7 prisoners captured.

Very respectfully submitted.
Your most obedient servant.

Capt. John Pratt,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

A. P. CAMPBELL,
Colonel, Commanding.

No. 5.

Reports of Col. Oscar H. La Orange, First Wisconsin Cavalry,

commanding Second Brigade.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., First Cavalry Di-^sion,
Army op the Cumberland,

Sevierville, Tenn., January 28, 1864.

Captain : I have jbhe honor to report that at 11 a. m. on the 27th

the Second Brigade moved by order on the left-hand road from

* Nominal list of casualties (omitted) shows 1 man killed. 17 men wounded, and

3 men missing;.
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Dickey's to Fair Garden. The enemj''s picket was met witHn three-

fourths of a mile, and fell back half a mile when a force of three

regiments was displayed, which was driven by our skirmishers to

the cross-road leading to McNutt's Bridge, where a determined stand

was made. A battalion of the Second Indiana and one of the First

Wisconsin were now sent to make a demonstration on the right of

the force opposed to the First Brigade, and attack, if their assistance

should be needed or any advantage offer. At this point our artil-

lery was put into position and the enemy crowded back within half

a mile of the point where the right and left hand roads to Fair Gar-

den unite. The enemy now having the advantage in position, and
the two battalions sent to the right having returned without engag-

ing, our dismounted men were relieved by a fresh detail. The Sec-

ond Indiana, two companies of the Fourth, and one of the First

Wisconsin advanced cautiously through the woods, and were enabled

to deliver a telling fire at short range upon the enemy, whose shots

flew high above them.
Our mounted column was discovered by the enemy, who opened

upon it with two pieces. Fortunately but one shell of the first dis-

charge exploded, killing 2 horses and wounding 2 men of the Fourth
Indiana. Before the discharge could be repeated the column was
sheltered in a hollow to the left of the road. The First Brigade was
driving a superior force on our right, and as our dismounted men
had broken the enemy's right and advanced beyond his center they
were in danger from the fire of the First Brigade. A request was
sent them to reserve their fire. The First Wisconsin was sent rap-

idly to the enemy's extreme right ; two companies on our right halted

and poured a steady flank fire at half range upon the force opposed
to the First Brigade, and the remainder of our dismounted men
advanced to within 150 yards of the enemy's battery, which opened
a rapid but ineffective fire of canister upon their shelter in the

woods. Six companies of the Fourth Indiana were now ordered up
at a gallop, and charged in column of fours. Just as the battery
was moving to the rear the supi")orts parted right and left, and our
dismounted men rushed forward with wild cheers.

Finding that the enemy's mounted supports more than doubled
our column, and fearing they would close m behind it, the two first

companies were sent forward after the battery, and the other four
wheeled into line and charged to the left, where the enemy had
planted his battle-flag and was seekjng to rally his broken lines.

In this charge Lieutenant-Colonel [Major] Lesslie lost his life. No
nobler soldier or truer patriot has fallen in this war. The battery
was overtaken, the drivers sabered, and the teams stopped in a deep
cut within a quarter of a mile.

Seeing our force so small, a battalion of the enemy formed and
advanced to retake the guns. A horse in each wheel team was shot
to hinder his moving them, and h? had barely time to carry off his
wounded when the remaining four companies of the Fourth Indiana
arrived and drove him precipitately aci'oss tfte field.

The First Wisconsin now reported a brigade of the enemy advanc-
ing on the Dandridge road, and while our lines were reforming that
regiment was sent to relieve a battalion of the First Tennessee, which
had been cut t)ff by the enemy's column. They charged the enemy
in rear, opened the road, and the battalion returned in safety.
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Our loss was 1 killed. Colonel [Major] Lesslie, and 7 wounded.*
Twelve of the enemy's dead, and 10 severely woimded, were left on
the field where our brigade fonght.
We captiired 105 prisoners, including 7 taken by the Seventli Ken-

tucky in the morning, of whom were commissioned officers, besides
2 pieces of artillery (3-inch Rodman's), 1 caisson, an ambulance, and
a division battle-flag.

Lieutenants Jackson, of the Fourth, and Hill, of the Second, also
Sergeant Winkler, of the Fourth, distinguished themselves in the
charge. Major Presdee. of the Second. Major Purdy, of the Fourth,
and Adjutant Anderson of the Fourth, behaved in a most gallant
manner.
The command shares with myself renewed obligations to Lieut. D.

S. Moulton, acting adjutant, for his gallantry and efficiency.
Very respectfully.

O. H. LA GRANGE,
Colonel First W^inconsin, Commanding Second Brigade.

Capt. John Pratt,
Assistant Adjuta at-Gene ral.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., First Cavalry Division,
Department of the Cumberland,

Sevierville, Tenn., January 29, 1804.

I have the honor to report that at 4 p. m. on the 38th the Second
Brigade was ordered to support Colonel Wolford's command, then
engaged with the enemy near Rainwater's house, 3 miles from Fain's
Ford.
Finding the enemy had checked his advance, the Fourth Indiana

and one company of the Second were dismounted and moved up (m
our left past Colonel Wolford's lines, while the Seventh Kentucky
was sent in column to our right to flank and if possible to drive the
enemy from the strong position he held immediately in Colonel
Wolford's front. This regiment advanced in fine order to within
200 yards of the enemj', and was the first to discover the bi-east-

works of logs and rails which were masked by the dense woods, and
from which the enemy poured a destructive fire, remaining himself in

comparative security. As soon as the disflbvery was made our lino

was halted and a reconnaissance made on the enemy's right flank,

where a similar breast-work was found.

At this time an order was received to fall back, and the First Wis-
consin and Seventh Kentucky covered the retrogade movement.
Our loss was 1 killed and 4 wounded.
Lieutenant Stover, of the Second Indiana, was killed within 60

yards of the enemy's breastworks, where he had led his company,
and it is believed was shot accidentally by some o^ our own men in

liis rear. Thousands of rounds were fired in this skirmish by men
who did not see the enemy. The habit of allowing cowards to fire

over the heads of their own party from a safe distance in the rear is /,'

one of the most reprehensible, and officers who cannot prevent it '

•

ought to be shot themselves.

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 officer and 1 man killed and 7 men wounded.
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Litniteiiaiit, Stover li.-wl taken ])art i]i every oiigaKement of his

regiment, and liad been twice wounded. Tlie entire command
lament his loss.

*

Very respectfully,^
O. H. LA GEANGE,

Colonel First Wisconsin, Conuhj. Second Brigade.

Capt. John Pratt,
Aiss istant Adjutant- General.

No. (J.

Report of Capt. Eli Lilly, Eighteenth Indiana, Battery.

Hdqks. 18th Indiana Battery, 1st Division Cavalry,
3Iaryville, Tenn., January 31, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part taken by my command in the action of Janiiary 21, 1864, near
Fair Garden, Tenn.:
At daylight of the above day, I took position in the lines of the

First Brigade of this division to the right of the Sevierville and New-
port road, and immediately west of the Middle Fork of Pigeon River,
Avith three guns, the opposite bank being occupied by the enemy.
About 8 a. m. the First Brigade advanced, driving the enemy from

the streain. In the endeavor to gain the first range of hills east we
met with sharp resistance, when I opened with shell, and our troops
moving under cover of my fire took the ridge, the enemy retreating
across the East Fork of Pigeon to the dense timber lying on either
side of the Newport road. I now advanced my guns, placing a sec-

tion under Lieutenant Rippetoe, on the ridge just taken, at a point
half a mile east of Hodsden's house, which commanded the open
ground, to the timber across East Fork ; the other piece, under Lieu-
tenant Miller, quarter of a mile to the right and front of this, cov-
ering the bridge at McNutfs Mill, which point had been taken by
the Secoml Michigan Cavalry. I directed the woods to be shelled
while the troops crossed the stream to occupy them, which was ac-
complished ; but the enemy having massed a heavy force on this road,
drove our lines back to the creek, when I gave him canister from the
piece at tlie bridge and sliell from the other pieces to the edge of the
woods, pivveiiting his farther progress.
Two guns under Lieutenant Beck, which early in the morning had

been sent witli the Second Brigade, now reached a position with that
command to the right-rear of the rebels at McNutt's Mill, and opened
a brisk and very acciirate fire on their mounted lines, dispersing them
in great disorder. Here we received a reply from two rifled guns,
which were soon silenced and driven from the ground. During this
fire the Second Brigade advanced and took tire rebel position, which
was n^ar the intersection of the roads, and the enemy at McNutt's
Mill, finding their line of retreat threatened, beat a hasty march to
keep communication with their right, followed closely by the First
Brigade, with which I also advanced my three pieces, to the open
ground within 600 yards of the junction of the roads, near which the

* Nominal list of casualties (omitted) shows 1 offlcer killed and 4 men wounded.
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enemy liad posted liis ai'tillery. Seeing the Fourth Indiana Cav-
alry in column of fours in the road to the left, ready to charge with
the saber, I brought my guns into position at the gallop to within
500 yards of the rebel battery and opened furiously. They fired a
few shots and left the field, when I paid attention to their dismounted
lines, which were soon in disorder. The Fourth Indiana now charged,
I maintaining a rapid fire across their front until they reached the
main i-oad, when I ceased in this direction and worked with two guns
to the right over the First Brigade, now going forward at the double-
quick. One gun (supported by the First East Tennessee) was moved
at the gallop to support the charging party, which had captured two
I'ifknl guns. Arriving on the ground, I found our men in undisputed
possession and the enemy flying in all directions. The main column
(m the road presenting a good target, we practiced on it with lively

effect till out of range. One shot from my- left section killed 1 man,
a mule, and 3 horses ; a second took off a gun-wheel, and cut in two
a sponge-staff in the cannoneer's hands ; a third went through a cais-

son. From my guns on the right one shot killed 1 and wounded 3

at the rebel guns.
My loss is as follows : Private Samuel Mills, detailed from Fourth

Indiana Cavalry, killed by a gunshot wound in the head.
'

i^nmuuiition expended, 150 rounds.
I have the honor to be, captain, vour most obedient servant,

ELI LILLY,
Captain, Commanding.

Capt. John Pratt,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 7.

Report of Col. Israel Garrard, Seventh Ohio Cavalry, commanding
Second Cavalry Division, Army of the Ohio.

Headquarters Second Division, Cavalry Corps,
Ellejoy Creek, E. Tenn., February 4, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that, on the morning of the

27th, I was in position near Nichols' house on the road from Cannon's,

on Little Pigeon, to Tom Evans' Ford and other points on the river

above, when I received orders to mov^ Ijy way of Cannon's and
Sevierville to Dr. Hodsdeu's, on the East Fork of Pigeon. Having
reached that point, I halted to feed and await orders.

About 9 p. m. , in obedience to orders to move to the front and at-

tack the enemy at daylight in concert with Colonel Wolford, I moved
to the vicinity of Fair Garden, and went into camp with Colonel

Wolford's command.
During the night I was ordered to delay my movements until the

command of Colonel McCook came up within supporting distance.

This occurred about 8 a. m., and, in obedience to orders, and under

the immediate personal direction of yourself, I moved rapidly to

the vicinity of the fords at Fain's and Swann's Islands, just above and
below Dandridge. The picket (rebel) at the intersection of the main
road near Rainwatei^'s house was driven in, and 1 of them captured

by the advance xinder command of Lieutenant Capron, Fourteenth
Illinois Cavalry.
No rebel force was found on this side of the river, but both fords

were found to be picketed by the enemy. A short time after we
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i-eached the fords a movement of rebel infantry was made to both
of them at Swaun's Island, evidently -with the intention of resisting

our attempt to cross. At Fain's Island the' character of the move-
ment was entirely different ; the force was a large one. It was
moved rapidly, and on reaching the river dashed in without hesita-

tion and crossed on to tlie island and moved toward the other cross-

ing to our side of the river. This was done so quickly that they
gained a position on this side before the picket, sent to that ford
under Lieutenant Capron, Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry, could be suf-

ficiently strengthened to prevent it. These facts were reported by
me to the general in person. I did not consider that his orders re-

quired me to move my command to Fain's Island and enter on the
heavy engagement, which the reported strength of the enemy would
have caused. A scout sent out ascertained that they had advanced
their pickets on this side about 1 mile from the ford. I therefore
made use of the discretion left with me by the general, and with-
drew my command from the vicinity of the river. I sent one regi-
ment down toward Fain's Ford to check their advance wliile moving
ray two guns back to the main road, and, in obedience to my orders,
I returned to camp near Fair Garden. I moved 2 miles toward
Sevierville, owing to the report sent to the general by Lieutenant-
Colonel Butler, commanding at Cannon's, which had come into my
hands on its way to him, that the enemy were crossing at the lower
fords and threatening Cannon's and Sevierville.

About 11 p. m. I received orders that my command would remain
in camp until morning and would form the rear guard. I remained
in camp until 9 a. m., when I moved to Trotter's Bridge, on the
West Fork of Pigeon. I reached that point just after the column,
moving by the other road, had passed. I went into camp in Little
Cove.
The next morning I moved out at a late hour and marched about

8 miles through Wear's Cove, into Tuckaleechee Cove, and camped
until next day. At this point, in obedience to the general's order,
I detached the Fourteenth Illinois Cavalry, under Major Davidson,
on an expedition over the mountains into North Carolina, against
the Indians and rebels in camp near the Forks of the Tuckaseegee
and Little Tennessee Rivers. From there I moved into Miller's Cove,
and iinally to this point, just outside of the Chilhowee range of
mountains. _ .,

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ISRAEL GARRARD,

Colonel, Commanding Second Division.
Captain Rawolle,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 8.

Report of Maj. Edward G. Savage, Ninth\Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Headquarters Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry,
January 29, 1864.

Sir : I hav^ the honor to report that, on the morning of the 27th
instant, at 5.30, the regiment formed line in front of camp at daylight,
ordered to form a line of battle on the ground occupied the previous
afternoon. The regiment marched out of camp to the ground, and
dismounted the men ; horses were sent back to the camp. The line
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of skirmish being formed, with Second Michigan on the right, ad-

vanced to a corn-field, and, passing through, took a position near the
east branch of Pigeon Creek, wlien we met the enemy's pickets and
skirmished a short time with them, charging the hill they occupied
and drove them from their position ; here the line halted until re-

enforcements arrived. Colonel La Grange taking position on the
left of the regiment at 12 m., the line of skirmishers Was ordered
to move forward. Second Michigan and a portion of this regiment,
under command of Major Kimmel, advanced, charging across an
open field to a wood. Here that portion of the command halted
(the enemy being in strong force in the woods) and received a cross-

fire from the Second Michigan Cavalry, the charge being made be-

fore I could form a junction with Major Kimmel. As soon as I

moved with the Third Battalion a new line was formed, when we
advanced to and through the woods, driving the enemy across a
branch of Pigeon Creek to Fair Garden. Here the skirmishers with-
drew from the woods to the road, marching in column a distance of

nearly 2 miles, and coming up with the enemy I deployed to the
left, passing through the woods to an open field, where the enemy
opened with artillery, shelling the open ground and woods occupied
by our skirmishers. The line now advanced, driving the enemy and
capturing their artillery. The regiment, during the engagement,
was dismounted from daylight until dark.

'

The casualties during the engagment were 3 wounded, viz : Pri-

vate Michael Smith, Company A, wounded in the hip ; Private Sam.
Low, Company M, Avounded in wrist ; Private Oliver B. Ball, Com-
pany M, slightly wounded in the face, caused by fragment of a shell.

The line of skirmishers of the Second Michigan had been moved
by the right flank across the Fair Garden [road] before I received

orders to move. The horses coming up at dark, the regiment was
mounted and marched back to the woods near McNutt's house and
encamped.
At 7 a. m., January 28, regiment marched out on road running to

Newport, a distance of about 5 miles, turning to the left, taking the

road leading to Evans' Ford. When about 2 miles from the ford

the regiment formed line of battle across the road, remaining in line

a short time. Company C sent out as picket on road to Wilson's Ford.
Companies A, E, and K sent out to re-enforce Company C. At dusk
regiment ordered back to guard roads until pack-mules, &c., had
passed out. Called in two companies Second Michigan Cavalry and
battalion of the regiment. Marched back to camp near McNutt's
house, arriving there about 3 a. m. January 29.

Respectfully reported.
E. G. SAVAGE,

Major, Cominanding Ninth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Lieut. Edvtin Hoyt, Jr.,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

'k

No. 9.

Reports of Lieut. Gen. James Longstreet, C. S. Army.

MORRISTOWN,
January 29, 1804.

General Martin had a severe cavalry fight on the 27th. He was
driven back 4 miles, with a loss of 200 killed, wounded, and mis.s-
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ing, and 3 pieces of artillery. The enemy's cavalry has been greatly

increased by the cavalry from Chattanooga. Most of the cavalry

force from that place is now here. The men, about half that should
be in our regiments here, are, I understand, in the camps about Dal-

ton. I hope they may be sent hei'e, or these sent there. We can do
but little while this superior cavalry force is here to operate on our
flank and rear. Do send me a chief of cavalry.

J. LONGSTREET,
Lieutenant- General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

MORRISTOWN,
February 1, 1864.

General: Brigadier-General Armstrong's cavalry had a success-

ful fight with the enemy's cavalry on the south side of the French
Broad on the 28th. The enemy retreated during the night and the
following day and is now at Maryville. Our forces occupy Sevier-
ville. The enemy abandoned Tazewell on the 26th ultimo. Major
Day took possession on the next day, and got 8 good wagons witliout
teams and some artillery ammunition.

J. LONGSTREET,
Ldeutenant- General.

General S. Cooper.

JANUAR7 27, 1864 Skirmish near Enoxville, Tenn.

RKPORTS.

No. 1.—Col. Marshal W. Chapin, Twenty-third Michigan Infantry, commanding
Second Brigade, Second Division, Twenty-third Army Corps.

No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Benjamin P. Estes, Thirteenth Kentucky Infantry.

No. 3.—Maj. William W. Wheeler, Twenty-third Micliigan Infantry.

No. 1.

Report of Col. Marshal W. Cliapin, Twenty-third Mir-higan In-
fantry, commanding Second Brigade, Second Division, Twenty-
third Army Corps.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second Div., Twenty-third A. C,
Knoxville, Tenn., January 28, 1804.

Sir : Inclosed I forward you the reports of Lieutenant-Cohniel
Estes, Thirteenth Kentucky Volunteer Infanti:v, and Major Wheeler,
of the Twenty-third Michigan Volunteer Infantry, of an attack made
on our picket-line between the hours of 2 and 3 p. m. yesterday. I

have the honor also to report that I received information of the at-

tack at .3.10 p. jn. vesterday. I immediately ordered the two regi-
ments of my brigade at this point (One hundred and eleventh Ohio
Volunteer Infantry and One hundred and seventh Illinois Volun-
teer Infantry) to hold themselves in readiness to move at a moment's
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warning, and reported in person to Brigadier-General Judah's liead-
qiiarters. Ascertaining that he was absent on some portion of the
division line, I reported to Brigadier-General Cox for permission to
move out the two regiments in reserve to the assistance of those in
advance, which permission I obtained. Without waiting for the ex-
ecution of this order 1 moved to the front myself, when I found that
the enemy had been repulsed with a loss' of about 15 killed and
wounded. This latter information 1 obtained from a private soldier
of the Twenty-third Michigan, who was at a house in advance of the
line and who secreted himself from tlie enemy during the engage-
ment, but saw the killed and wounded as they were brought back by
the rebels.

Our losses are as follows: Thirteenth Kentucky Volunteer Infan-
try, 5 enlisted men captured; Twenty-third Michigan, C enlisted
men captured and 1 mortally wounded.

I would very respectfully draw your attention to the necessity of
having mounted vedettes stationed in advance of our line to pre-
vent a recurrence of similar attacks, or at least give warning, that
we may be prepared to receive them. With the force undermy com-
mand it is utterly impossible to keep my line sufficiently strong at

all points to resist such attacks, and it is absolutely necessary that I

should have some warning to re-enforce such portions of the line as

may be attacked.
My line is about 2 miles long, and with only two regiments on

picket duty, numbering 735 enlisted men for duty, you can at once
see the impracticability of my forming a line at all points suffi-

ciently strong to resist a cavalry charge.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, yours,

M. W. CHAPIN,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Capt. R. C. KiSE,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[[Indorsement.]

Hdqrs. Second Division, Twenty-third Army Corps,
KnoxviUe, Tetm., January 28, 18G4.

Respectfully forwarded.
The statements embodied in the within communication relative

to liability of my picket-lines to incursio<ns from the enemy's cav-

alrv are concurred in.

H. M. JUDAH,
Brigad'ier-Genend, Commanding Division.

No. 2.

Report of Lieut. Col. Benjamin P. Estes, Thirteenth Kentucky In-
fantry.

Hdqrs. Thirteenth Kentucky Vol. Infantry,
Five Miles from KnoxviUe, Tenn., January 28, 1SG4.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that, on yesterday, January
27, at 2.30 p. ni., a body of cavalry, supposed to be a full battalion,

made a charge on my right, driving in my outposts and capturing 1
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corporal and 4 privates, who are still in the enemy's hands. My
reserves on the right and center were compelled to fall back ; that
on the right, resting between the Strawberry Plains and Miller
roads, was driven within 200 yards of my camp.
In consequence of my isolated position, the like circumstance will

occur so often as the enemy see proper to make an attack, unless cav-
alry patrols are sent out in my front on these roads'to detect the
advances of the enemy and warn me of their approach.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. P. ESTES,

Lieut. Col., Commanding iWi Kentucky Vol. Infantry.

Lieut. C. Montgomery,
Adimj Assistant Ailjittant- General.

No. 3.

Report of Maj. William W. Wheeler. Twenty-third Michigan
Infantry.

Headquarters Twenty-third Michigan Infantry,
Camp Pratt, January 28, 18G4.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that the picket of my regi-
ment, stationed on the Strawberry Plains road, was attacked yestei--
day p. m. (27th) at nearly 2 o'clock by a cavalry force of the enemy,
numbering between 150 and 200 men, and driven in with a loss of 1

man mortally woimded and 1 corporal and 5 men prisoners. The
enemy was enabled, through cover of woods, to form line of attack
very near to our advance sentinels without observation.
Pour of the (J prisoners lost by us were on post as sentinels, and

as often as the enemy attacks so often shall we lose the greater por-
ti(jn of our sentinels, unless mounted men may patrol the roads to
points beyond the view of infantry sentinels and patrols. A large
force of the enemy, probably 400 or 500 men. Avas held in his resei-ve.
Many of the enemy were carried back on the saddles of their com-
rades.

I have the honor to be. very respectfully, your obedient servant
W. W. WHEELER,

Major, Commanding.
[Col. M. W. Chapin.J „ .,

JANUARY 27, 1864.—Affair on the Cumberland River, Ky.

Report of Brig. Gen. Edward H. Hohson, U. S. Army.

Lebanon, Ky.,
January 29, 1804.

Captain: Scouts sent to Cumberland Ri-v^r attacked Guerrilla
Richardson, killed 2 of his men, charged them 15 miles, and scattered
them in every direction ; compelled them to abandon their goods.
The probability is that a number of Richardson's men will be capt-
ured.

E. H. HOBSON.
Brigadier-General.

Capt. Semple.
A ss isfd lit Adjuta nt- Gen eral.
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JANUARY 28, 1864.—Affair at Lee's House, on Cornersville Pike, Tenn.

Report of Capf. Qeorge W. Overnujer, Elglity-firfit Ohio Infantry.

Hdqrs. Detachment Eighty-first Ohio Vol. Infantry,
Sam. Mills', February 2, 18G4.

Sir : On the 28th January, 1804, 1 sent out a forage train for corn
and pork, in charge of Corporal Casey, acting wagon-master, with
instructions to keep the teams and men close together, permit no
straggling, and go to Mr. Dabney's farm, about 4 miles fi'om camp
and on the left of the Cornersville pike.
About 3 miles from camp the train was fired upon and captured,

with the following loss : James Mills, teamster, shot through the
thigh and left on the field ; G mules and harness taken away and
wagon burnt ; William Kimble, teamster, shot in left shoulder,
taken prisoner ; 6 mules and harness taken away, wagon filled with
rails and fired, but was put out by citizens ; Corporal Casey and 1

horse, saddle, and bridle captured ; David Reece and William Reece,
guards from Company K, Eighty-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry;
Nelson Shappell, James D. Smith, John Reichelderfer, and Jere-

miah Parker, guards, Company G, Eighty-first Ohio Volunteer In-

fantry, captured and taken prisoners.

Recapitulation: Captured, 1 teamster (wounded), C guards, ]

wagon-master, 1:2 mules and harness, 1 horse, saddle, and bridle ; 1

wagon destroyed ; all chains for 2 wagons lost or destroyed ; wounded
and left, 1 teamster.
The attack was made at a bend in the pike about 300 yards from

Mr. Lee's residence by 24 rebels (mounted), armed with 2 pistols and
Colt revolving rifle each. They were lying behind a hill in wait-

ing. The attack was made by throwing (i men in the road in front

of the teams and 18 men coming over ridge. All commenced firing

about the same time at short pistol-range. They had our men sur-

rounded and captured almost instantly. They took the men out

east about 20 miles, and that evening gave them paroles, signed by
Captain Harris, Fourth Tennessee Cavalry, by order of General

Forrest.
Men got back to camp on thfe morning of the 29th, having had all

their arms and accouterments taken from them (Corporal Casey
was robbed of his watch), but say they were kindly treated.

The men have been assigned to duty,-buit an application for arms
has been returned. None to furnish at present.

Respectfully submitted.
G. W. OVERMYER,

Captain, Commanding at Sam. Mills'.

Capt. H. L. Everett,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

JANUARY 28-29, 1864.—Skirmishes near Jonesville, Va.

Reports of Col. S. Palace Love, Eleventh Kentuclcy Infantry, com-
manding brigade.

Cloud's House,
January 28, 1864—7 p. m.

General : I sent a scoxat to-day, about 10 o'clock, in the direction

of Jonesville, consisting (jf about 50 men of the Eleventh Tennessee
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Cavalry. They had not gone more than 5 miles from the camp
when they encountered a body of rebels variously estimated from
300 to 1,000. A lively skirmish ensued. Our men were driven
back, but in good order, to within about 3 miles of the camp,
when the re-enforcements I sent forward reached them and checked
the rebel advance and maintained their ground, fighting until dark
set in.

The skirmish commenced about 10 a. m. , but I did not hear of it

until about 4, although Lieutenant Chapman, commanding scout,

promptly dispatched me by two couriers, who from some cause or
other failed to reach me.
Our loss is 2 killed and 5 or G wounded. Among the latter was

Captain Newport, Company E, Eleventh Tennessee Cavalry, in the
groin. I fear the wound will prove mortal.
From all the information I can gather to-day from scouts and

'Citizens, there was a considerable force of the enemy hovering
around me in the front and right last night. The roads indicate
that they were traveled. The farm fencing was torn down, and
corn taken from the fields, &c., which citizens say was done last
3iight.

I consider my position up here rather hazai-dous unless the Iron-
Works road to my right is well guarded and scouted. I respectfully
ask you, if you have the mounted force, to guard me from that
quarter.

Colonel Davis, Eleventh Tennessee Cavalry, reports the loss of
the enemy heavier, if anything, than ours.
Write me by return courier and give me any instructions you may

think necessary. I shall feel the enemy to-morrow and try and find
out his number and intentions.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. P. LOVE,

Colonel, Comdcj. Third Brig., Firftf Div., Cavalry Corps.

fBiig. Gen. T. T. Garrard.]

[Inflorsemcnt.]

Headquarters District of the Clinch,
Cumherluud Ga2'), Term., January ^9, 3 804—9 a. m.

Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter :

General : The above dispatch (this is a copy) I received last
night at 13 m. I shall report on yie.jsubject hereafter.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
T. T. GARRARD,

Brigadier-General, Conimandiruj DLsfri.ct of the Clrm-h.

Cloud's House,
Jamiary 29, 1864—10 a. m.

General : I am skirmishing with the enemy. They are in force
in front advancing in two columns, one of infantry about 4,000
.strong, and a force of 3,000 advancing on inV right down the Iron-
Works road.

I have started my trains back and will fall back slowly. I would
like to have support of at least one regiment at the forks "of the road.
I expect to come there to-night.

S. P. LOVE,
Colonel, Co'inmandinq.

[Brig. Gen. T. T. Garrard. J
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Robert Ely's House,
January 29, 1864—1.30 p. m.

General: I have fallen back 5 miles from Ball's Bridge, skirmish-
ing nearly all the way with the enemy. I am now in line of battle
with the cavalry. The dismounted men are at McPherson's at the
stone house. My train is all safe inside your picket-lines. The
enemy is still advancing in force with artillery and wagon trains ; it

is so i-eported to me by the skirmishers in front. They advance in
two columns, about two regiments of cavalry and three of infantry;
infantry on the flank and cavalry in the center. Their line of skir-
mishers (infantry) number 2 to 1 of my cavalry.
This is no sensation dispatch, but true. Officers commanding the

mounted force so report.
I shall remain where I am. unless driven from it, until night, and

then fall back and camp at Weinman's Mill.

I fear a flank movement on the Iron-Works road, as they are re-

ported moving by the flank in that direction. I would have made a
stand at the bridge, but a citizen scout reported 1,200 cavalry on that
road, and I thought it prudent to fall back this far to secure my train
and rear.

I have had 1 man killed to-day, and Captain Newport, who was
wounded yesterday, died about one hour ago.

S. P. LOVE,
Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade, Cavalry Corps.

[Brig. Gen. T. T. Garrard.]

JANUARY 28-Febniary 8, 1864.—Expedition from Gallatin to Cumberland
Mountains, Tenn.

Rpport of Col. Henry K. McConnell, Seventy-first Ohio Infantry.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Fort Thomas, Tenn., February 10, 1804.

Sir: I have tlie honor to respectfully submit the following rei>ort

of the part taken by the troops under" my command in the expedi-

tion from January 28 to February 7, 18C4, to the Cumberland
Mountains:
As the forces were under command of yourself in person until we

passed Carthage, it is not necessary for nfe tR say anything until from
that point.

In obedience to your orders, I crossed the Cumberland River at

the mouth of Caney Fork River, on the morning of the ."JOth Jan-

nary, with the detachment of the Seventy-first Regiment Ohio Vol-
unteer Infantry and the battalion of Tennessee troops, under com-
mand of Major Garrett, and pushed directly to Flynn's Lick, the

Seventy-first Ohio Volunteer Infantry going directly up the Cum-
berland and the Tennessee troops by the way of Ghestnut Mound,
with orders to concentrate at Flynn's Lick at 10 a. m. of the 31st.

In our advance on this place we had numerous running skirmishes

Avith detached squads of Hamilton's marauders, killing and captur-

ing about 20. We fgund Flynn's Lick occupied by Hamilton with
aboiit 40 men, who ran upon siglit of our advance. Learning from
citizens that Hamilton had said he would fight us at that ])]ace, I

selected 30 men, and leaving the balance of the command 2 miles
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out, I went into Flynn's Lick in some hope that with tliis small

force he might risk an engagement, but he dashed away as soon as

we came in full view. At this point we awaited orders from you.
_

On the morning of the 2d instant, as per your orders, 1 started in

pursuit of Hamilton and Hughs, who were in the direction of Liv-
ingston, Tenn. I followed until the 5th instant, which found us at

Old Miner's. There I separated the detachments, aAd gave orders

to sweep the country between the road on which we had come and
the Cumberland River back to Flynn's Lick. While at Livingston
I received a communication from Colonel Stokes, Fifth Tennessee
Cavalry, in which he informed me that he would move from Cook-
ville up the Calfkiller River to Sparta, and cover that country. The
net results, so far as I have received valid information, are 102

Erisoners, 33 killed, 8 wounded, making a total loss of 143 to the
orde of robbers that infest that country.
Finding Old Columbus, 3 miles above Gainesborough.and between

the Cumberland and Roaring Rivers, to be the veriest den of thieves
and murderers, I removed the women and children and burned it.

I have no means of knowing the number of mules and horses taken.
It was considerable, but the quality and condition of the stock was
so inferior that its only importance to us was to get them out of the
hands of the enemy.

I have the honor to respectfully suggest that the country between
Carthage and the Cumberland Mountains through which we passed
is bordering upon famine. Families without regard to politics are
eaten out' and plundered by those common enemies of mankind
(rangers) until even those formerly wealthy are utterly reduced, and
many of the poorer are now actually starving. The people are sick
of their folly and of the evil they have contracted and brought upon
themselves. They are asking for counsel. They are anxioiis to have
such gentlemen as Hon. Mr. Campbell and Mr. Stokes (I use these
names because they used them), to whom they formerly listened, but
whose counsels they learned to despise, to come and direct them,
make speeches to them and form a nucleus around which tliey may
gather. In Jackson, Fentress, and Overton Counties rebels go to
Glasgow and other towns in Kentucky, where they purchase go(;ds,

contraband and otherwise, using but little restraint. We com-
pletely broke up for the time being the bands of Hughs, Hamilton,
and Doherty.

I have the honor to be your •obsdient servant.
H. K. McCONNELL,

Colo^tel, Cottbmunding.
Brig. Gen. E. A. Paine,

Commandiiuj Post.

JANUARY 29, 1864.—Firing on steamer Sir Winiam Wallace, Mississippi

River.

Report of Lieut. Col. Edwin Moore, Twenty-first Missouri Infantry.

Hdqrs. Twenty-first Missouri Volunteer Infantry,
Vichsburg, Miss., February 1, 1804.

Lieutenant : I have the honor to re]>ort the arrival of my com-
mand at this place. During the passage and when abreast of
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Islands Nos. 70 and 71 we were fired upon by guerrillas, who were
concealed behind a breast-work constructed of logs. They fired

probably 100 shots and fled. The fire was returned as promptly as
possible. The forces seen were supposed to be from 50 to 75 men.
I thought it policy not to leave the boat, the willows and brush
being very thick.

Our loss was 1 man killed, 2 mortally wounded (who died the next
m.orning), and 4 severely wounded.
Twenty-seven shots struck the boat.

EDWIN MOORE,
Lieut. Col. Tweniy-first Missouri Volunteer Infaniry, Corndg.

Lieut. James B. Comstock,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

JANUART 29-F£BRnARY 23, 1864.—Expedition from Vicksbnrg, Miss.,

to Waterproof, La., and skirmishes.

Report of Capt. Joseph M. Anderson, Eightieth Ohio Infantry.

VicKSBURG, Miss.,
March 4, 1863.

Sir : In compliance with the Special Orders, No. 27, dated Vicks-

bnrg, Miss., Jamiary 27, 18G4, I herewith inclose a full report of

the late expedition to Waterproof, parish of Tensas, La. , under my
command. A weekly report would have been made to you, as the

above order states, had it not been reported to me that your office

was removed to the field. Whereupon regular weekly reports have
been sent to General McArthur, of which I now send you a consoli-

dated report.

First. After arriving at Waterproof, La. , on the afternoon of the

29th January, 1864, I sent a small scouting party oiit some 8 miles,

capturing on the plantation of Mr. TuUis 2 mules and 1 double-

barrel shotgun ; also capturing at the residence of L. V. Reeves (rebel

senator) on the same night 2 prisoners, 2 navy revolvers, and 2

horses belonging to same ; same night captured Stephen Cuney
(rebel spy) and horse.

Second. Captured on the 31st day of- January, 1864, on the plan-

tation and at the residence of Eli Bowman, 3 horses, 2 saddles, 2

cartridge-boxes, 50 pounds shot, 2 bowie knives, 2 small pistols. I

recaptured Union mail, $296 in silver, $500 in gold, and 1 U. S.

musket.
Third. Captured on the 1st day of February, 1864, on the planta-

tion of William A. Beck, 1 horse ; same date on Mr. Hay's planta-

tation, 2 mules ; same date on the plantation of Mr. Shields, 7 mules
;

same date on the plantation of F. Roys, 1 horse a^d 5 mules ; same

date from off the plantation of Mr. Leach, 3 mules ; also the same

date taken from refugee negro recruits, 14 mules, and recruited 40

recruits, besides 150 contrabands from oft' rebel plantations.

Fourth. Captured off the plantation of Mr. Belsinger, on the 4th

of February, 1864, "6 mules and 1 horse.

Fifth. Captured on the 6th day of February, 1864, off P. H. Dief-

fenwierth's plantation, 4 mules.
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Sixth. Captui-od ou the 7th day of February, 1864, off J. A. Wat-
son's plantation, 2 mules, 330 bales of cotton, 03 of which was claimed

by negro servants.

Seventh. Captured on the 8th day of February, 1864, off William
Watson's plantation. 6 mules.

Eighth. Captured on the 9th day of February, 1864, off the Gibson
l)lantation, 4 mules ; same date, oft' T. Holmes' plantation, 6 mules.

Ninth. Captured on the lltli day of February, 1864, oft' A. J. Gib-

son's plantation, 2 mules, 1 brown horse, and 3 double-barrel shot-

guns.
Tenth. Captured on the 13th day of February, 1804, off E. H. Cole's

plantation, 1 horse and 1 small mule ; also 1 small rifle.

Eleventh. Captured on the 13th day of February, 1804 (after skir-

mishing with 15 of the enemy), 1 prisoner, an acting assistant adju-

tant-general of Colonel Harrison's command, and 1 horse belonging
to the same.

Twelfth. Captured at different times from refugee negro recruits

35 mules. Captured on the 7th day of February, 1864, off Gibson's
j)lautation, 39 head of beef-cattle.

REMARKS.

First. As regards Mr. Bowman's case, who is a right-hand man of

the rebel Colonel Harrison, the gold and silver was found in a small
box in the garret with the tJ. S. mail in the same box, having mus-
lin sewed around it ; also, 6 new mess chests, found on same place.

Said gold and silver was deposited on board gun-boat No. 9, to await
General McArthur's orders. The saidBowman has been in the habit
of leaving his house every day for some time, and returning home
late at night, and therefore have every evidence of his being a lead-

ing guerrilla.

Second. The other property belonged to parties not having protec-
tion papers of any kind, and believe them to be rank rebels.

Third. Twenty-nine head of the mules was shipped on or about
the 3d day of February, 1804, and turned over to the quartermaster
at this post.

Fourth. The cattle and all of the mules and horses, with the ex-
ception of those which were in use on the day of the engagement
(13th February), were either turned lt)Ose by some party not as yet
satisfactorily proven, or broke away from their confinement.

Fifth. On February 13, learning that the rebels had crossed Ten-
sas River and advancing on me, evidently for the purjiose of cross-
ing some 1,500 head of cattle over to the Mississippi shore, while a
portion of their troops would engage me, I immediately sent out a
mounted party of 38 men, in charge of Lieutenant Keislar, of the
Eleventh Louisiana Volunteers, African descent, and William L.
Jarvis, of the Seventy-second Illinois, to make a reconnaissance.
When about 8 miles back they were fired on Hy rebel pickets, among
whom 3 citizens were recognized, 3 of whom (Watson and Weast)
had taken the oath of allegiance. My scouts drove them back, capt-
uring several prisoners, when some 300 rebel cavalry suddenly dashed
uijon them. My scouts retreated in good order for camp. When
within 3 miles of camp the cavalry overtook my troops, and a hand-
to-hand fight ensued. Our lossAvas 11 killed, the (rebels) enemy los-

ing 15. A re-enforcement was sent out by me of two companies of
infantry and one piece of artillery. The enemy immediately fell
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back. Tliey again attacked tlio towu on tlio morning of the 14tli
and lotli, but were repulsed. On Monday, 22(1 February, 1864, the
rebels again recrossed the Tensas River with two regiments of
cavalry, two of infantry, and six pieces of artillery. On Tuesday
morning, the 2dd, they were to charge on Waterproof, the artillery
engaging the gun-boat while the cavalry and infantry were to charge
on my fortifications. Having sent a spy within their lines'and found
their forces and intentions, I withdrew my forces in good order at
la o'clock Monday night, at the suggestion of Captain Johnson of
gun-boat No. 9.

After arriving at this place I gave notice to General McArthur
and received orders to send the troops to their respective commands,
and turii over the captured property to Captain Finkler, assistant
quartermaster, and ordnance to Lieutenant Chafiee, ordnance officer

;

all of which was done and receipts taken.
I would recommend to your favorable notice William Northedge,

late colonel of the Fifty-ninth New York Volunteers, who rendered
valuable service throughout the whole campaign.

I am, captain, your humble servant,

J. M. ANDERSON,
Cdptain Eightieth Ohio, Commanding Expedition.

Capt. S. L. Taggart,
Assista nt Adjutant- General.

JANUARY 31-FEBRUARY 7, 1864,—Expedition from Maryville, Tenn., to

Quallatown, N. C.

Report of Maj. Gen. John G. Foster, U. S. Army.

Knoxville, February 7, 1864.

I have the honor to report that an expedition against Colonel Thomas
and his band of Indians and whites at Quallatown has returned com-
jjletely successful. They surprised the town, killed and wounded 215,

took 50 prisoners, and dispersed the remainder of the gang in the
mountains. Our loss, 2 killed and 6 wounded.

J. G. FOSTER,
- • MOijor- General.

Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant.

FEBRUARY 1, 1864.—Expedition from Enoxville to Flat Creek, Tenn.

Report of Col. John R. Bond, One hundred and eleventh Ohio
Infantry. \

Hdqrs. 111th Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
February 2, 1864.

Sir : On the morning of the 1st of February I was directed by
Colonel Chapin, commanding brigade, to take command of an ex-

pedition toward Strawberry Plains, in pursuance of Special Orders,

No. 12, from division headquarters.
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At 8.30 a. m. the One hundred and.eleventh Regiment Ohio Volun-
teer Infantry and the One hundred and seventh Regiment Illinois

Volunteer Infantrymoved from camp, proceeding up the track of the
East Tennessee and Virginia Railroad to the picket-line of the Thir-
teenth Kentucky and Twenty-third Michigan, where a halt was or-

dered for a short time, allowing the Twenty-third Michigan to move
from camp and join the column.

I then threw out skirmishers in front, and proceeded to within 5

miles of Flat Creek, at a point on the railroad where the wagon road
diverges fi-om the track, where I ordered Major Wheeler, of the
Twenty-third Michigan, to detach a portion of his regiment, order-
ing them to move up the wagon road on a parallel line with the head
of the main column, rejoining us at Flat Creek bridge.
We arrived at the bridge at 3 p. m. , when I sent Company F, Cap-

tain Hill, and Company H, Captain Smith, of the One hundred and
eleventh Regiment Ohio Volunteer Infantry, on a scout in the direc-
tion of Strawberry Plains.
At 4 p. m. the scouting party returned, reporting that they had pro-

ceeded to within 2 miles of the plains, seeing no enemy, and from
tlie best information which they could obtain there was no considera-
ble force of the enemy at or near the plains, only 3 of the enemy be-
ing reported at that place.

At 4 p. m., having loaded the train and accomplished the object of
the expedition, the column commenced the march in return, and at
10 p. m. went into camp near Knoxville.
All of the foregoing report is respectfully submitted.
I have the honor to be, with much respect, your obedient servant,

JNO. R. BOND,
Colonel One hundred and eleventh Ohio Volunteer Infantry.

Capt. R. C. KiSE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

FEBEUART 1-2, 1864—Eeconnaissance from Maryville toward Sevierville,

Tenn.

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Samuel Beatty.U. S. Army.
No. 3.—Lieut. Col. James P. Brownlow, PirSD Tennessee Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Samuel Beatty, U. S. Army.

Hdqrs. Third Brig., Third Div., Fourth Army Corps.
Maryville, Tenn., February 3, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to submit th^ following report of a
reconnaissance made under my direction, to wit

:

At 2 a. m., February 1, instant, I received orders from Brigadier-
General Willich, commanding Third Division, Fourth Army Corps,
to take two regiments of my brigade, and with two regiments of
cavalry and a section of artillery which were to report to me, to
make a reconnaissance toward Sevierville to ascertain the wliere-
abouts of the enemy. At 8 o'clock Lieutenant White, commanding
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section of Bridges' Battery. Illinoia Volunteers, reported to me, and
I marched to Little River, on the main road from Maryville to Se-
vierville, where I awaited the cavalry. Lieut. Col. J. P. Brownlow
reported to me at 2 p. m. , in command of the First Regiment Tennes-
see Cavalry and Fourth Indiana Cavalry, and I ordered the com-
mand to cross, and the advance of the cavalry to march to Trundle's
Cross-Roads and halt for the night. I halted the infantry at Mc-
Gloskey's in bivouac.
At dawn this morning I ordered the command to advance. Col-

onel Brownlow, commanding the cavalry, was ordered to advance
to discover certainly the position of the enemy. At 8.30 o'clock I

received the information from Colonel Brownlow that the enemy,
consisting of one corps of cavalry, under General Martin (two divis-

ions, commanded respectively by Generals Armstrong and Morgan),
and three brigades of infantry, under General Johnson, were fortify-

ing in the fork of the French Broad and Pigeon Rivers, 2^ miles
west from Sevierville and about 14 miles southwest from Dandridge.
The object of the reconnaissance being accomplished, I ordered the
command to return to camp at Maryville, where I arrived at 4 p. m.
We had no casualties in the command.
Respectfully referring to the report of Lieutenant-Colonel Brown-

low, I am, captain, very respectfuUv, your obedient servant,
SAM. BEATTY,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Capt. Carl Schmitt,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Third Div., Fourth Army Corps.

No. 2.

Report of Lieut. Col. James P. Broivnlow, First Tennessee Cavalry.

Headquarters First Tennessee Cavalry,
Maryville, Tenn., February 2, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of

oi^erations of my command from January 31 to February 3, 1864

:

On the 1st of February, in accordance with orders from headquar-
ters First Division Cavalry, Army of -the Cumberland. I reported

with the First Tennessee Cavalry and Fourth Indiana, Major Purdy
commanding, to Brigadier-General Boatty, commanding detach-

ment, who ordered me to advance as far as Trundle's Cross-Roads,

16 miles from Maryville, and encamp for the night, with orders to

move in the direction of Sevierville next morning at 5.30 o'clock.

I moved promptly, in obedience to orders, as far as Boyd's Creek,

within 8 miles of Sevierville, where I ascertained that the enemy
(one corps of cavalry under General Martin, compK^sing Armstrong's
niid Morgan's divisions, and three brigades of infantry under Gen-
eral Johnson) were fortifying in the fork of French Broad and Pig-

eon Rivers, Z\ miles west of Sevierville and 14 miles southwest of

Dandridge. After satisfying myself perfectly that the information

was reliable, I returned to camp at this place without any loss.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JAS. P. BROWNLOW,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding,
11 R R—VOL XXXII, FT I
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FEBRUARY 1-7, 1864.—Scout in White and Putnam Counties, Tenn.

Report of Col. William B. Stokes, Fifth Tennessee Cavalry.

Headquarters Fifth Tennessee Volunteer Cavalry,
Alexandria, De Kalb County, Tenn., February 7, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to state that, in obedience 'to orders from
the major-general commanding the district, I proceeded with 150 of

my command from Nashville on the 29th ultimo, and arrived at this

place on the 30th ultimo, meeting a courier from General Paine, with
a dispatch stating that the expedition up the country was a failure,

but requested me to meet him at Carthage on the 31st.

On my arrival at Carthage I found that General Paine had gone
up the river with about 300 men under Colonel McConnell, and was
to form a junction with Lieutenant-Colonel Johnson, Fifty-second
Kentiicky Mounted Infantry, who drove the rebels across the river

at Flynn's Lick. I immediately sent Captain Brandon in command
of 30"men with a dispatch to General Paine and Colonel McConnell,
stating that I would movemy command of 200 men (Captains Black-
burn and Waters having joined me near Liberty) at once toward
Sparta.

I moved out at 7 a. m. on the 1st of February, crossed Caney Fork
at Pin Hook above Sligo, and encamped for the night.

Moved out at daylight the next morning. Upon arriving at

Sparta, my advance ran a few rebels out, about 30 in number, some
going north, others south from that place. I then turned the com-
mand toward Cookville and up Calfkiller River, near Yankeetown.
I came up with a squad and killed 3. Bivouacked for the night 8

miles from Cookville.
On the 3d, at 10 a. m., arrived at Cookville, and found that Col-

onel McConnell had left, going in the direction of Livingston. I

immediately proceeded over on the Calfkiller, and encamped near
the notorious Champ Ferguson's. I found there some 20 or 30 rebels,

who fled as usual at first sight.

From Ferguson's we moved down the river to Yankeetown, divid-
ing the command into three squads, one taking the road through
Sparta and Rock Island, another on the Nashville road, and the third
on the right through Bunker Hill and Falling Waters to Lancaster.
I arrived here to-day. The scout was successful.
We killed 17 of the worst men in fhe country, to wit, Capt. James

Davis (chief of Confederate scouts, brother of A. L. Davis, of Nash-
ville), who had on his person a pass with the oath indorsed ; Cap-
tain Conley, Jack Coger, Bill Allcorn, Milt. Hawkins, Neely, Dyer,
Melton, and others. Most of these men are known to have been
engaged in murder, robbery, and rape ; in fact, all were accessory to
the outrages committed through this country. We took 12 prison-
ers, and captured about 20 horses and mules.
The people were very much excited, with "Wgry few signs of loyalty,

yet I was assured by a few good citizens that on my guaranty to the
citizens of protection they would submit, take the oath, and hence-
forth prove loyal. They also stated that a number of rebel desert-

ers would laydown their arms and quit, if permitted to do so.

Forage will be very hard to obtain near Sparta, it being very
scarce and scattered. I will reach that point in a few days. It

will take some time and continued scouting to break up these bands,
but you may be assured no time will be lost and no effort spared to
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rid the country of them. I will add that the scout, under Colonel
McConnell, killed 33 and captured 40 men. From the best informa-
tion I can obtain, the rebel force, when concentrated, will number
500 or 600 men, finely mounted but poorly armed.

I am, captain, very respectfully your obedient servant,
W. B. STOKES,

Colonel, Comdg. Fifth Tenneseee Volunteer Cavalry.

Capt. B. H. Polk,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

FEBRUART 2, 1864.—Skirmish near La Grange, Tenn.

Report of Col. John McGuirTc, Third Mississippi Cavalry.

February 2, 1864—5.30 p. m.
(Via Waterford, 3d.)

Yesterday at 11 a. m., when I was about starting for Moscow,
my scouts reported the enemy in force at Junction. I went with my
command to the edge of the place and offered them battle, which
they declined, and remained in the fort. They were confined closely

in the fort. I did not allow them to picket outside. At dark retired

with my regiment and went into the fortifications at La Grange,
where I remained until sunrise this morning, when I moved out,

being exhausted and horses without forage twenty-four hours. I

was, on this account only, compelled to abandon the town and move
to forage my command. After I had left the place they attacked

my rear guard and harassed me in such manner that I was com-
pelled to cross the river southj which I did at a blind ford, near Am-
nion's Bridge. My command was diminished on account of the

broken-down horses ; those I sent to the rear with prisoners yester-

day. I will move to my wagons and report my locality as soon as

taken. Report states that the party that assailed my rear was com-
manded by Major Smith, and numbered 1,500, being detachments
from several regiments brought from Denmark and other places in

Tennessee. They are coming from Memphis, and could be cut off

east of Collierville. They would not attack me in line. I could not

maneuver on account of exhaustion.
- -JNO. McGUIRK,

Colonel, Commanding Third Mississippi Cavalry.

Brigadier-General Chalmers.

FEBBUABT 2, 1864.—Operations about Whitesbnrg, Ala.

Report of Lieut. Col. John E. Tourtellotte, Fourili Minnesota In-
fantry.

Whitesburg. Ala.,
February 2, 1864.

Captain : In obedience to instructions from General Smith, I have
the honor to state that all is quiet at this point of the Tennessee
River. There has been some skirmishing, which only operated to

stop working on our boats for about an hour. No damage has been
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done to our men, and I presunae none has been done to the rebels.

We have constructed two boats, which, if properly pitched or tarred,

would carry easily 13 to 15 men each. We have succeeded in secur-
ing and destroying a fine large dug-out belonging to the rebels.

There is a ferry-boat on the river below. It crosses at no particular
point, biit whenever opportunity offers. I have had men concealed
on the bank to secure the boat two nights. It did not cross the first

night, and I have not yet had a report from the parties I sent out
last night. The boat is some 5 miles below here. We have thrown
up little rifle-pits on this side, which are of no consequence except
the appearance of covering our crossing at this place. I send by
the bearer to-day for two days' more rations. The guards report to

me that they have reason to believe that re-enforcements came to the
rebels opposite night before last. I mention this to show that per-
haps our expedition has in such degree proved successful.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. E. TOURTELLOTTE,

Lieut. Col.. Fourth Minnesota, Commanding Expedition.

Captain M. Rochester,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Meheway reported captured on the other side of the river, and
Arnold, if they should get him, should be safely guarded.

FEBBUART 3-MAECH 6, 1864.—The Meridian, Miss., Expedition and co-

operating expeditions from Memphis, Tenn., and up the Yazoo River.

sxjm;m;a.ry of the prin"cii>a.l evkistts.

Feb. 3, 1864.—General Sherman's column advances from Vicksburg.

Action at Liverpool Heights, Yazoo River.

4, 1864.—Skirmish opposite Liverpool Heights.

Skirmish at Champion's HiU.

Skirmish at Queen's Hill.

Skirmish at Edwards' Ferry.

Skirmish near Bolton Depot.

5, 1864.—Skirmish on Baker's CrSek."

Skirmish at Clinton.

Skirmish at Jackson.

6, 1864.—Skirmish at Hillsborough.

6-18, 1864.—Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to Wyatt, Miss.

7, 1864.—Skirmish at Brandon.

Skirmish at Morton.

Skirmish at Satartia.

8, 1S64.—Affair at Coldwater Ferry.

Skirmish near Morton.

8- 9, 1864.—Skirmishes at and near Senatobia.

9-Mar. 6, 1864.—Yazoo City occupied by the Union forces.

10, 1864.-^Skirmish at Hillsborough.

Skirmish at Morton.

11, 1864.—General W. Sooy Smith's colimin advances from Collierville, Tenn.

Affair at Baiford's Plantation, near Byhalia.
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Feb. 13, 1864.—Affair at WaU HiU.

Skirmish at HoUySprings.

13, 1864.—Skirmish at Wyatt.
13-14, 1864.—Skirmishes between Chunky Creek and Meridian.

14-20, 1864.—Meridian occupied by the Union force.s.

15-17, 1864.—Skirmishes at Marion Station.

16, 1864.—Skirmish at Lauderdale Springs.

17,1864.—Skirmish near Pontotoc.

Skirmish in the Houlka Swamp, near Houston.

18, 1864.—Affair near Okolona.

Skirmish at Aberdeen.

19, 1864.—Skirmish near Houston.

Skirmish at Egypt Station.

Skirmish near Meridian.

20, 1864.—Skirmish near West Point.

21, 1864.—Skirmish at Ellis' Bridge.

Skirmish at West Point, and General W. Sooy Smith's column in

retreat.

Skirmish at Prairie Station.

Skirmish near Okolona.

21-33, 1864.—Skirmishes at Union.

22, 1864.—Engagement near Okolona.

Skirmish at Ivey's Hill, or Farm.

.

Skirmish on the Tallahatchie.

23, 1864.—Skirmish near New Albany.

24, 1864.—Skirmish at Tippah River.

Skirmish at Canton.

25, 1864.—Affair near Hudsonville.

26, 1864.—Skirmish near Canton.

27, 1864.—Affair at Madisonville.

Skirmish at Sharon.

28, 1864.—Skirmishes on Pearl River.

Skirmish near Yazoo City.

39, 1864.—Skirmish near Canton.

Mar. 2, 1864.—Skirmish at Canton.

3, 1864.—Skirmish at Liverpool.

Skirmish at Brownsville.

4, 1864.—General Sherman's column arrives at Vicksburg.

5, 1864.—Attack on Yazoo City. ' •

6, 1864.—Yazoo City abandoned by the Union forces.

RErORTS, ETC.*

No. 1.—Composition of the Meridian Expedition, under command of Maj. Gen.

William T. Sherman, and the co-operating columns under command of

Brig. Gen. W. Sooy Smith and Col. James H. Coates.

No. 3.—Abstract from returns for February 29, 1864, of the troops composing the

Meridian Expedition and Smith's co-operating coltmin.

No. 3.—Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U. S. Army, commanding Department of

the Tennessee.

No. 4.—Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U. S. Army, commanding Sixteenth

Army Corps, T>f expedition to Meridian, with itinerary of the corps, Jan-

uary 26-March 10.

*For Union correspondence relative to this expedition, in December, 1863, see

Series I. Vol. XXXI, Part HI.
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No. 5.—Itinerary of the First Division, Brig. Gen. James M. Tuttle, U. S. Army,

commanding, February 1-27.

No. 6.—Col. William L. McMillen, Ninety-fifth Ohio Infantry, commanding First

Brigade, of expedition from Memphis to Wyatt, with itinerary of the

brigade, February &-18.

No. 7.—Return of Casualties in the Third Division, Brig. Gen. A^ndrew J. Smith,

U. S. Army, commanding, February 3-March 4.

No. 8.—Itinerary of the First Brigade, Col. David Moore, Twenty-first Missouri

Infantry, commanding, February 2-27.

No. 9.—Itinerary of the Second Brigade, Col. William T. Shaw, Fourteenth Iowa
Infantry, commanding, February 3-March 4.

No. 10.—Brig. Gen. James C. Veatch, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth Division,

of expedition to Meridian.

No. 11.—Col. Milton Montgomery, Twenty-fifth Wisconsin Infantry, commanding
First Brigade, of expedition to Meridian.

No. 13.—Lieut. Col. Jeremiah M. Rusk, Twenty-fifth Wisconsin Infantry, of expe-

dition to Meridian.

No. 13.—Itinerary of the Second Brigade, Col. James H. Howe, Thirty-second Wis-

consin Infantry, commanding, February 3-Marcli 31.

No. 14.—Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U. S. Army, commanding Seventeenth

Army Corps, of expedition to Meridian and operations on Yazoo River,

with itinerary of the corps, February 3-March 18.

No. 15.—Capt. Andrew Hickenlooper, Fifth Ohio Battery, Chief Engineer, of expe-

dition to Meridian.

No. 16.—Capt. Lucius M. Rose, Chief Acting Signal OfiScer, of expedition to Meri-

dian.

No. 17.—Brig. Gen. Alexander Chambers, U. S. Army, commanding Third Brigade,

First Division, of expedition to Meridian.

No. 18.—Col. William HaU, Eleventh Iowa Infantiy, of expedition to Meridian.

No. 19.—Col. William W. Belknap, Fifteenth Iowa Infantry, of expedition to Meri-

dian.

No. 20.—Lieut. Col. Addison H. Sanders, Sixteenth Iowa Infantry, of expedition

to Meridian.

No. 21.—Brig. Gen. Mortimer D. Leggett, U. S. Army, commanding Third Divis-

ion, of expedition to Meridian, with itinerary of the division.

No. 22.—Brig. Gen. Manning F. Force, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, of

expedition to Meridian.

No. 23.—^Lieut. Col. Daniel Bradley, Twentieth Illinois Infantry, of expedition to

Meridian.

No. 24.—Maj. Harry Almon, Thirty-first Illinois Infantry, of expedition to Meri-

dian.

No. 25.—Maj. John O. Duer, Forty-fifth Illinois Infantry, of expedition to Meri-

dian.

No. 26.—Lieut. Col. John H. Howe, One hundred and twenty-fourth Illinois Infan-

try, of expedition to Meridian.

No. 27.—Brig. Gen. Marcellus M. Crocker, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth Divis-

ion, of expedition to Meridian. ^
No. 28.—Lieut. WiUiam C. B. Gillespie, Forty-first Illinois Infantry, quartermaster

First Brigade, of operations February 26-28.

No. 29.—Capt. John Potter, Fifty-third Illinois Infantry, of skirmishes on Pearl

River.

No. 30.—Maj. George W. Crosley, Third Iowa Infantry, of expedition to Meridian.

No. 31.—Col. Jonathan B. Moore, Thirty-third Wisconsin Infantry, of expedition

to Meridian.



Chap. XLIV.] THE MERIDIAN EXPEDITION. 167

No. 32.—Col. Cyrus Hall, Fourteenth lUinois Infantry, commanding Second Brig-

ade, of expedition to Meridian.

No. 33.—Brig. Gen. Walter Q. Gresham, U.S. Army, commanding Third Brigade,

of expedition to Meridian.

No. 34.—Col. Edward F. Winslow, Fourth Iowa Cavalry, commanding Cavalry,

Seventeenth Army Corps, of expedition to Meridian.

No. 35.—Brig. Gen. W. Sooy Smith, U. S. Army, commanding expedition from
Memphis, including operations since December 28, 1863.

No. 36.—Brig. Gen. Benjamin H. Grierson, U. S. Army, commanding Cavalry

Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, of expedition from Memphis, with itin-

erary of the division for February and March.
No. 37.—Col. George E. Waring, jr., Fourth Missouri Cavalry, commanding First

Cavalry Brigade, of operations January 23-February 27.

No. 88.—Capt. Franklin Moore, Second Illinois Cavalry, of operations January
23-February 27.

No. 39.—Col. John P. C. Shanks, Seventh Indiana Cavalry, of operations January
23-February 9.

No. 40.—Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Browne, Seventh Indiana Cavalry, of operations

February 6-27.

No. 41.—Maj. Edward Langen, Fourth Missouri Cavalry, of operations January

22-February 8.

No. 43.—Maj. Gustav Heinrichs, Fourth Missouri Cavalry, of operations February
11-27.

No. 43.—Col. Joseph Karge, Second New Jersey Cavalry, of operations January

33-February 27.

No. 44.—Lieut. Col. Joseph C. Hess, Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, of opera-

tions January 23-February 17.

No. 45.—Maj. Amos J. Holahan, Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, of operations

February 16-27.

No. 46.—Lieut. Col. William P. Hepburn, Second Iowa Cavalry, commanding Sec-

ond Brigade, of operations February 11-26.

No. 47.—Lieut. Col. Mathew H. Starr, Sixth Illinois Cavalry, of operations Febru-

ary 11-26.

No. 48.—Lieut. Col. George W. Trafton, Seventh Illinois Cavalry, of operations

February 11-26.

No. 49.—Lieut. Col. Henry B. Burgh, Ninth Illinois Cavalry, of operations Febru-

ary 11-26.

No. 50.—Maj. Datus E. Coon, Second Iowa Cavalry, of operations February 11-26.

No. 51.—Lieut. Isaac W. Curtis, Battery K, First^lhnois Light Artillery, of op-

erations February 11-26.

No. 52.—Col. La Fayette McCriUis, Third Illinois Cavalry, commanding Third

Brigade, of operations February 10-36.

No. 53.—Capt. Andrew B. Kirkbride, Third Ehnois Cavalry, of operations Febru-

ary 13-26.

No. 54.—Maj. Henry M. Carr, Seventy-second Indiana Infantry (mounted), of op-

erations February 22.

No. 55.—Maj. Christopher T. Cheek, Fifth Kentucky Cavato^, of operations Feb-

ruary 22-33.

No. 56.—Maj. WilUam R. McBath, Second Tennessee Cavalry, of operations Feb-

ruary 10-36.

No. 57.—Maj. John B. Minnis, Third Tennessee Cavalry, of operations February

10-26.

No. 58.—Lieut. Col. Jacob M. Thomburgh, Fourth Tennessee Cavalry, of opera-

tions February 10-26.
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-Col. James H. Coates, Eleventh Illinois Infantry, commanding Yazoo Ex-
pedition.

-Itinerary of the First Brigade, First Division, U. S. Colored Troops, Brig.

Gen. Isaac F. Shepard, U. S. Army, commanding, February 10-29.

-Organization of the Army commanded by Lieut. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C.

S. Army, February 20.

-Abstract from Field Return of the Army commanded by Lieut. Gen.

Leonidas Poli, C. S. Army, February 20.

-Lieut. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. S. Army.
-Maj. Gen. Nathan B. Forrest, C. S. Army, of operations against expedi-

tion from Memphis.

-Maj. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, C. S. Army, of operations against expedition

to Meridian.

-Brig. Gen. William H. Jackson, C. S. Army, commanding Cavalry Divis-

ion, of operations against expedition to Meridian.

-Brig. Gen. Wirt Adams, C. S. Army, commanding Cavalry Brigade, of

operations against expedition to Meridian.

-Col. Peter B. Starke, Twenty-eighth Mississippi Cavahy, commanding
Cavalry Brigade, of operations against expedition to Meridian.

-Brig. Gen. Samuel W. Ferguson, C. S. Army, commanding brigade, of

operations against expedition to Meridian.

-Lieut. Addison Harvey, commanding Scouts, of operations against expe-

dition to Meridian.

-Brig. Gen. Robert V. Richardson, C. S. Army, commanding brigade, of

operations on the Yazoo River.

-Brig. Gren. Lawrence S. Ross, C. S. Army, commanding brigade, of opera-

tions on the Yazoo River.

No. L

Composition of ihe Meridian Expedition, under command of Maj.
Qen. William T. Sherman, and, the co-operating columns under
command of Brig. Gen. W. Sooy Smith and Col. James H.
Coates.

SHERMAN'S ESCORT.

4th Illinois Cavalry, Company A, Lieut. Samuel A. Lowe.

SIXTEENTH ARMY CORPS.

Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Huelbut.

FIRST DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. James M. Tuttle.

No.
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Third Brigade.*

Col. James L. Geddks.

8th Iowa, Lieut. Col. William B. Bell.

12th Iowa, Lieut. Col. John H. Stibbs,

Sotli Iowa, Col. Sylvester G. Hill.

Artillery.

Capt. Nelson T. Spoor.

1st Illinois Light, Battery E (First Brigade), Lieut. John A. Fitch.

Indiana Light, 6th Battery (Third Brigade), Lieut. Louis Kern.
Iowa Light, 2d Battery (Second Brigade), Lieut. Joseph R. Reed.

THIRD DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Andrew J. Smith.

First Brigade.

Col. David Moore.

58th Illinois, Col. William F. Lynch.
119th Illinois, Col. Thomas J. Kinney.
89th Indiana, Col. Charles D. Murray.
21st Missouri, Major Edwin Moore.

Second Brigade.

Col. William T. Shaw.

14th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Joseph H. New-
bold.

27th Iowa, Col. James I. Gilbert.

32d Iowa, Col. John Scott.

24th Missouri, Col. James K. Mills.

Third Brigade.

Col. Edward H. Wolfe.
Col. RiSDON M. MOORE.f

49th Illinois, Lieut. Col. William W. Bishop.
117th Illinois, Col. Risdon M. Moore ; Lieut. Col. Jonathan Merriam.
52d Indiana, Maj . William T. Strickland.

178th New York, Col. Edward Wehler.

Artillery.

Capt. James M. Cockefair.

Indiana Light, 3d Battery, Lieut. Thomas J. Ginn.
Indiana Light, 9th Battery, Capt. George R. Brown.
Indiana Light, 14th Battery, LieuJ;. Fj'ancis W. Morse.

fourth division. ^:

Brig. Gen. James C. Veatch.

First Brigade.

Col. Milton Montgomery.

33d Missouri, Lieut. Col. William H.
Heath.

3oth New Jersey, Lieut. Col. William A.
Henry.

25th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. Jeremiah M.
Rusk.

Second Brigade.

Col. James H. Howe.

25th Indiana, Lieut. Col. John Rheinlan-
der.. •

17th New York (veteran), Col. William
T. C. Grower.

32d Wisconsin, Maj . Charles H. De Groat.
2d Illinois Light Artillery, Battery D

(section), Capt. Charles S. Cooper.

* Went into camp at Big Black River bridge, February 4.

f In command from February 28.

X Detachment.
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SEVENTEENTH ARMY CORPS.

Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson

ESCORT.

4th minois Cavalry, Companies B, C, and D, Capt. Garrett Jli. Collins.

4th Independent Company Ohio Cavahy, Capt. John S. Foster.

FIRST DIVISION.

Third Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Alexander Chambers.

11th Iowa, Col. William HaU.
13th Iowa, Col. John Shane.
15th Iowa, Col. William W. Belknap.
16th Iowa, Lieut. Col. Addison H. San-

ders.

1st Missouri Light ArtiUeiy, Batteries C
and M (4 guns), Lieut. John H.
Tiemeyer.

THIRD DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Mortimer D. Leqgett.

Escort.

2d Wisconsin Cavalry, Company H, Capt. Ernest J. Meyers.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Manning F. Force.

20th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Daniel Bradley.
31st Elinois, Lieut. Col. Robert N. Pear-

son.

45th Illinois, Maj. John O. Duer.
124th Illinois, Lieut. Col. John H. Howe.

Second Brigade.

Col. Benjamin F. Potts.

20th Ohio, Lieut. Col. John C.Fry.
33d Ohio, Lieut. Col. Jefferson J. Hib-

bets.

68th Ohio, Lieut. Col. George E. Welles.
78th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Greenberry F.

Wiles.

iTiird Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Jasper A. Maltbt.

8th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Josiah A.Sheetz.
17th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Francis M. Smith.
30th IlUnois, Col. Warren Shedd.
7th Missouri, Col. William S. Oliver.

Artillery.

Capt. William S. Williams.

1st Michigan Light, Battery H, Lieut. Marcus D. Elliott.

Ohio Light, 3d Battery,* Lieut. Thomas J. Blackburn.

* Detachment 26th Ohio Battery attached.
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FOURTH DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Marcellus M. Crocker.

Escort.

11th Illinois Cavalry, Company G, Capt. Stephen S. Tripp.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Thomas Kilby Smith.

41st Illinois, Lieut. Col. John H. Nale.
53d Illinois, Maj. RoUand H. Allison.
3d Iowa, Maj. George W. Crosley.
33d Wisconsin, Col. Jonathan B. Moore.

Second Brigade.

Col. Cyrus Hall.

14th Illinois, Maj. John F. Nolte.
15th IlUnois, Col. George C. Rogers.
76th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Charles C.

Jones.

Tliird Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Walter Q. Gresham.

32d Illinois, Lieut. Col. George H. English.
33d Indiana, Lieut. Col. William P. Davis.
53d Indiana, Lieut. Col. William Jones.
13th Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. James K. Proudfit.

Artillery.

Capt. John W. Powell.

2d Illinois Light, Battery F, Lieut. Walter H. Powell.
Ohio Light, 7th Battery, Lieut. Harlow P. McNaughton.
Ohio Light, 15th Battery, Capt. Edward Spear, jr.

CAVALRY.

Col. Edward F. Winslow.

5th Illinois, Maj. Abel H. Seley.

11th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Lucien H. Kerr.
4th Iowa, Lieut. Col. John H. Peters.

10th Missouri, Lieut. Col. Frederick W. Benteen.

SMITH'S COLUMN.

Brig. Gen. W. SooY Smith.*

cavalry divisjpn^

Brig. Gen. Benjamin H. Grierson.

First Brigade.

Col. George E. Waring, Jr.

2d Illinois (5 companies), Capt. Frank-
lin Moore.

7th Indiana, Col. John P. C. Shanks.
4th Missouri, t Maj. Gustav Heinrichs.

3d New Jersey, Col. Joseph Karge.
19th Pennsylvania :

Lieut. Col. Joseph C. Hess.
Maj. Amos J. Holahan. §

Second Brigade.

Lieut. Col. William P. Hepburn.

6tli Illinois, Lieut. Col. Mathew H. Starr.

7th Illinois, Lieut. Col. George W. Traf-

ton.

9th Illinois, LieuftCol. Henry B. Burgh.
3d Iowa, Maj. Datus E. Coon.
1st Illinois Light Artillery, Battery K,

Lieut. Isaac W. Curtis.

* Chief of Cavalry, Military Division of the Mississippi.

1 16th Army Corps.
i Companies A and B, brigade provost guard.

§ In command from February 16.j
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Third Brigade.

Col. La Fayette McCrillis.

3d Illinois (5 companies), Capt. Andrew B. Kirkbride.

73d Indiana (mounted infantry), Maj. Henry M. Carr.

5th Kentucky, Maj. Christopher T. Cheek.
2d Tennessee :

Lieut. Col. William R. Cook.*
Maj. William F. Prosser.

3d Tennessee, Maj. John B. Minnis.
4th Tennessee, Lieut. Col. Jacob M. Thomburgh.

UNASSIGNED.

4th United States, Capt. Charles S. Bowman.

YAZOO EXPEDITION.

Col. James H. Coates.

11th Illinois, Maj. George C. McKee.
8th Louisiana (A.D.) Lieut. Col. Ferdinand E. Peebles.

1st Mississippi Cavalry (A. D.), Col. Embury D. Osband.

No. 2.

Abstract from returnsfor February 29, 1864, of the troops composing
the Meridian Expedition and Smith's co-operating column.
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No. 3.

Eejjorts of Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman, U. S. Army, command-
ing Department of the Tennessee.

ViCKSBURG, Miss.,
February 27, 1864.

General : I got in this morning from Canton, where I left my
army in splendid heart and condition.
We reached Jackson February 6, crossed Pearl and passed through

Brandon to Morton, where the enemy made dispositions for battle
but fled in the night; pushed on over all obstacles and reached
Meridian February 14.

General Polk, having a railroad to assist him in his retreat, es-

caped across the Tombigbee on the 17th.

We staid at Meridian a week, and made the most complete de-
struction of railroads ever beheld ; south below Quitman, east to
Cuba Station, 20 miles north to Lauderdale Springs, and west all the
way back to Jackson. I could hear nothing of the cavalry force of
General William Sooy Smith, ordered to be there by February 10.

I inclose this by mail with a copy of his instructions. *

I then began to move back slowly, making a circuit by the north
to Canton, where I left the army yesterday in splendid condition.
I will leave it there five days in hopes the cavalry from Memphis will

turn up. Then I will have them come in.

Banks writes he will be ready for his Red River trip March 5,

and will want 10,000 men of me; I will run down to see him to-

night; also Admiral Porter, who is near Red River. I know if we
wipe out Shreveport as I have done Meridian you can safely call

for 20,000 men from here and Arkansas in all April, f

W. T. SHEltMAN,
Major-General.

General J. A. Rawlins,
Nashville, Tenn.

Headquarters Department of the Tennessee,
Vicksburg, Miss., March 7, 1864.

General : I now have the honor to submit a report of the recent

operations in the State of Mississippi

:

You will remember that when in Julv last Vicksburg surrendered
and a detachment from the Army of the Tennessee under my com-
mand had pushed the rebel army of General Johnston into and be-

yond Jackson, it was the purpose to go on eastward and destroy the
remaining railroads of the State in and near Meridian.
The period of the year, the intense heat and^drought, and the

condition of our men after the long siege of Vicksburg rendered the
accomplishment of the plan then impracticable, and it had to be
deferred to a later period.

Events subsequejitly occurred during September in East Tennes-

*See inclosure No. 3, p. 181.

t This dispatch without the inclosure was telegraphed to HaUeck and Grant from
Cairo, March 10, 1864.
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see which called General Grant and my command to that quarter,

but as soon as Chattanooga and Knoxville became secure and a

respite was needed to repair the railroads to the rear, time and an
opportunity were offered to accomplish what had before been de-

signed.
I offered, if permitted, to break up the useless line of railroad

from Memphis to Corinth, to attempt the destruction of Meridian
without calling for a single man from the army in the field.

Accordingly, disposing of my then command so as to cover and
assist in repairing the railroads from Nashville to Decatur and
Stevenson, with General Grant's approval I returned in person to

the Mississippi River, reaching Memphis January 10.

I immediately ordered General Hurlbut to abandon Corinth and
all minor points, draw in all public property, and forthwith prepare
for field service two good divisions of 5,000 men each, ready to

embark by the 25th. I found General William Sooy Smith, chief of

cavalry on General Grant's staff, at Memphis. He had come from
Middle Tennessee with about 3,500 cavalry in pursuit of Forrest,

who had in the mean time left West Tennessee and fallen back of

the Tallahatchie. I ordered all the effective cavalry at once also to

be assembled and got ready for the field. I found on General Hurl-
but's tri-monthly return of January 10, 1864, for duty, an aggregate
of cavalry of 9,231, with 7,638 serviceable horses. This, with the
2,500 brought with General Smith, gave us over 10,000 effective

cavalrymen and horses.
Having made these preliminary orders, I then hastened to Vicks-

burg and gave General McPherson similar orders for two divisions
of infantry and artillery ; then 'back again to Memphis, where I

remained until the 27th.

In the meantime I learned the strength and distribution of the
enemy I had to encounter, which was about as follows : On the
1st of February Lieutenant-General Polk, chief in command at
Meridian, scattered companies of cavalry and infantry all over the
State, collecting taxes and forcing conscripts—at Canton, Loring's
division of infantry, 18 guns, and about 7,000 men ; at Brandon,
French's broken division of 10 guns and 3,000 men ; two brigades
subsequently joined French from Mobile, making his force about
5,000. Major-General Forrest commanded the cavalry district of
North Mississippi, headquarters at Como ; estimated force, 4,000.

Maj. Gen. Stephen D. Lee commanded the southern district of Mis-
sissippi, headquarters at Jackson. He had General Jackson's
division of three brigades, Ross', Starke's, and Wirt Adams' posted
in a semicircle behind Vicksburg, and Ferguson's brigade was at
this time coming to Jackson from Okolona. Lee's cavalry was
about 4,000 strong.
My object was to break up the enemy's railroads at and about

Meridian, and to do the enemy as much damage as possible in the
month of February, a'nd to be prepared by the 1st of March to assist

General Banks in a similar dash at the Rec^ River country, espe-
cially Shreveport, the whole to result in widening our domain along
the Mississippi River, and thereby set the troops hitherto necessary
to guard the river free for other military purposes.

My plan of action was as follows : General William Sooy Smith to

move from Memphis by or before the 1st of February with an effect-

ive force of 7,000 cavalry lightly equipped, to march straight on
Pontotoc, Okolona, Columbus Junction (Artesia), and Meridian, to
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arrive there about February 10, distance 250 miles ; to disregard all
minor objects, to destroy railroads, bridges, corn not wanted, and
strike quick and well every enemy that should offer opposition, while
I with four good divisions of infantry and artillery would at the
same time move from Vicksburg on the same objective points, 150
miles distant. When met at Meridian, being present in person, I
could then order anew according to the then circumstances, condi-
tion of roadS; and time left at my disposal.

I knew full well what would be the effect of this move, and in all
my orders and instructions I dwelt particularly on the point of
making no detachments, but to go straight to the one sole object,
leaving the minor matters to the future.

I inclose herewith my instructions to General Smith with a copy
of his report, and must say it is unsatisfactory. The delay in his
start to the 11th of February, when his orders contemplated his
being at Meridian on the 10th, and when he knew I was marching
from Vicksburg, is unpardonable, and the mode and manner of his
return to Memphis was not what I expected from an intended bold
cavalry movement. I know that from February 1st to the 17th all

of Lee's cavalry was to my front. We took daily prisoners from each
brigade, so that General Smith had nothing to deal with except For-
rest and the militia. I hope General Smith will make these points
more clear to the general-in-chief, to whom he has returned at Nash-
ville, as noted in his report.
My own movement was successful in an eminent degree. We left

Vicksburg February 3 in two columns, General Hurlbut's by Mes-
singer's and General McPherson's by the railroad bridge. We met
no opposition till General Hurlbut's head of column reached Joe
Davis' plantation, and General McPherson's the Champion Hills.

The 5th was one continued skirmish for 18 miles, but we did not
allow the enemy's cavalry to impede our march, but got into Jack-
son that night on his heels, whipping him handsomerv and utterly
disconcerting his plans. Loring and French were marcliing at the
time to concentrate with the cavalry at Jackson, but were too late.

We got into Jackson first, secured their pontoon bridge, repaired it,

and commenced crossing Pearl River on the 6th, and on the 7th
marched into Brandon.
Next day, the 8th, the head of column reached Line Creek, 5

miles from Morton, and on the 9th we entered Morton, General
McPherson leading. I halted him there«for the balance of the day
to break railroads, and gave General Hurlbut the lead, and he
kept it all the way into Meridian. Our march was steady and
easy by Hillsborough and Decatur. Though cavalry moved on
our flanks they gave "s little --oncern, save in scaring in our
stragglers and foraging parties. At the Tallahatta, 20 miles from
Meridian, we found the road obstructed with fallen timber, and,
satisfied the enemy was trying to save time to cover the removal
of railroad property from Meridian, I droppe^ our trains with
good escorts and pushed on over all obstructions straight for the
Oktibbeha, where we Jound the bridge burning. A large cotton
gin, however, close by gave us good material, and a couple of hours
sufficed tot a new bridge, and we entered Meridian at 3.30 p. m. of
the 14th with litfle opposition, and that was soon overcome by a
battalion of Colonel Winslow's cavalry fighting on foot.

French's division had gone the night before and Loring's before
day that morning, Lee's cavalry covering their retreat. General
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Polk had left for Demopolis at 10.30 that morning in the cars. One
locomotive and a train were burning as we reached the depot, but

all other rolling-stock had been removed to Mobile or toward Selma,

lOr miles distant. I knew we could not overtake the enemy before

he would cross the Tombigbee, and in fact I was willing to gain

our point without battle, at so great a distance from the river, where
the care of wounded men would have so taxed our ability to provide

for them.
So 1 rested the army on the 15th, and on the IGth began a

systematic and thorough destruction of the railroads centering at

Meridian. The immense depots, warehouses, and length of side-

track demonstrated the importance to the enemy of that place.

Through it he has heretofore transported his armies and vast sup-

plies, and by means of the railroads large amounts of corn, bacon,

meal, and produce have been distributed to his armies. For five

days 10,000 men worked hard and with a will in that work of destruc-

tion, with axes, crowbars, sledges, clawbars, and with fire, and I

have no hesitation in pronouncing the work as well done. Merid-
ian, with its depots, store-houses, arsenal, hospitals, offices, hotels, and
cantonments no longer exists.

To General Hurlbut I intrusted the destruction north and east of

the town, and to General McPherson south and west. The former
repoi'ts to me officially the destruction of 60 miles of road, with ties

burned and iron bent, one locomotive destroyed, and 8 bridges burned.
The latter reports officially 55 miles of road d.estroyed, with 53 bridges
and culverts burned, and 6,075 feet of trestle-work below Enterprise
across a swamp burned, 19 locomotives, 28 cars, and 3 steam saw-
mills destroyed and burned. The railroad is destroyed all the way
from Jackson to Meridian, 100 miles ; from Meridian to and includ-
ing the large bridge over the Chickasawha betow Quitman; north to

and including a bridge at Lauderdale Springs, and east about 30
miles. The enemy cannot use these roads to our prejudice in the
coming campaign.
Having learned positively that the enemy's infantry had crossed

the Tombigbee eastward on the 17th, and there being nothing between
me and the Pearl River but cavalry, which I could not strike with
infantry, I remained at Meridian until the 30th of February, leav-
ing me ten days to reach Vicksburg and keep my appointment with
General Banks, and hearing nothing whatever of General Smith, I

ordered General McPherson to mcwe-Jaack slowly on the main road,
taking four days to Hillsborough, while I, with General Hurlbut's
command and Colonel Winslow's cavalry, moved to the north to feel

for General Smith.
On the 30th, I moved from Marion Station toward Muckalusha

Old Town, thence to Union, where I dispatched Colonel Winslow
with three regiments of cavalry to Philadelphia and Louisville, some
50 miles in the direction of Columbus, over the. very road by which
General Grierson moved diiring his celebrated raid, and by whicli
road I supposed he would feel for us. If no tMings could be had of
the cavalry, Colonel Winslow was to send a couple of scouts to find

General Smith and order him to come to me at Canton, after which
Colonel Winslow was to swing across to Kosciusko and come to

Canton. TheT;wo infantry columns came together as appointed on
the 33d at Hillsborough.
Next day we marched for Pearl River on separate roads, making

for Eatliff's Ferrv. Securing the ferry-boats there and at Edwards'
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above, a good floating bridge was constructed by Captain Hicken-
looper, of General McPherson's staff, and the army passed Pearl
River, 35tb and 36tli. Leaving a division to cover the bridge in case
our cavalry should make its appearance, the army was bivouacked
near Canton, where Colonel Winslo-sf had arrived, having executed
his orders to the very letter, but with no tidings of General Smith.
No enemy having troubled us during our march from Meridian to

Canton, and anxious to afford our Memphis cavalry an opportunity
to reach us, I left the army at Canton, rode into Vicksburg on the
•28th, received my dispatches from General Banks, as expected, and
sent orders back to General Hurlbut to remain there until the ;Jd of
March, and then come into Vicksburg, while I hastened to New
Orleans to confer with General Banks and Admiral Porter, and
adjust the details of the next combined movement.

I returned to Vicksburg on the 6th instant, found all my army in,
and learned that General Smith had not started from Memphis at all
till the 11th of February ; had only reached West Point, and turned
back on the 33d, the march back to Memphis being too rapid for a
good effect. Nevertheless, on the whole, we accomplished all I un-
dertook. Our march out and in from Vicksburg was well accom-
plished ; we beat the enemy wherever he opposed or offered resist-
ance. We drove him out of Mississippi, destroyed the only remaining
railroads in the State, the only roads by which he could maintain an
army in Mississippi threatening to our "forces or the main river. We
subsisted our army and animals chiefly on his stores, brought away
about 400 prisoners and full 5,000 negroes, about 1,000 white refu-
gees, al)out 3,000 animals (horses, mules, and oxen), and any quantity
of wagons and vehicles. Beyond Pearl River we destroyed all C. S.

A. cotton and all that was used in the enemy's work at Meridian
;

als(^ many cotton-gins and piles of cotton were burned by our soldiers
and by negroes, without orders and without detection.

I attach little importance to these matters, but the great result
attained is the hardihood and confidence imparted to the command,
which is now better fitted for war. Animals and men returned to
Vicksburg after marching from 360 to 450 miles in the space of the
shortest month in the year, in better health and condition than when
we started.

Our losses may be summed up as follows :

Command.
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same time as my movement, it completely deceived our enemy, and
resulted in an order for the removal of all its non-combatant popu-
lation and caused great alarm, which seems to have spread through
all Alabama. Their time is not yet, but will come in the due order
of events.

I also sent at the same time, February 3, up the Yazoo a combined
expedition of gun-boats and transports. Knowing that our move-
ment inland would draw off force from the Yazoo, I asked Admiral
Porter to send up the Yazoo a fleet of his light-clad boats to explore
the Yazoo, Sunflower, and all tributaries where a sufficient draught
of water could be found, which he did, viz : Five gun-boats, undercom-
mand of Lieutenant-Commander Owen, U. S. Navy, and I sent along
five transports, with two regiments, one of white. Eleventh Illinois,

Colonel Coates, and one of black troops. . My instructions for this
expedition are submitted herewith. I suppose it fulfilled its objects,
although Colonel Coates has not yet returned and reported, but for
some reason, which he will explain, after going up as far as Fort
Pemberton, he returned and disembarked at Yazoo City, sending
his boats to Vicksburg with cotton and forage. He reports ofiicially
having sent in 1,531 bales of cotton, and that the gun-boats had se-
cured 207. I have ordered 1,000 bales to be delivered to the Treasury
agent, and I ask that its proceeds be applied to indemnify boats that
have sustained damage while engaged in a licensed and lawful com-
merce, such as the Allen Collier, burned by the guerillas at Bolivar
Landing, and the Von-Phul, fired on at Morganza Bend. The bal-
ance of this cotton I have placed with the post quartermaster at
Vicksburg, with orders to General McPherson to appoint a board to
pay back in kind such loyal persons as Mrs. Grose and Dr. Duncan
for cotton used by our hospitals or burned by guerrillas. It is folly
for us to attempt to indemnify all, but in this way we can give a
support to the smaller claimants and encourage them to cultivate
their plantations. The sooner all the cotton in the Southern States
is burned or got away the better, for it is the cause of filling our
boats and towns with a class of heartless speculators that would cor-
rupt our officers and men and sell their lives by foolish exposure that
they might get out stolen cotton and buy it cheap.
The full ofiicial reports of Generals Hurlbut and McPherson are

not yet in, but as soon as received they will be forwarded, with amap
showing our routes of march, &c.
The country is indebted to Genei^ls"Hurlbut and McPherson, the

actual commanders of the troops in this expedition, whose experi-
ence and skill left me »n easy task, partaking more of the character
of a pleasant excursion than of hard military service.
Colonel Winslow, Fourth Iowa Cavalry, commanded the advance

guard, and handled his cavalry brigade with skill and success. His
flank attack on the heavy cavalry force of the enemy before Jack-
son, and his rapid pursuit into Jackson, securing tons the use of the
enemy's pontoons, entitles him to promotion a^ brigadier of cavalry.
I must also give him the credit due for his march from Union on
Louisville and Kosciusko, and for making his junction with the
main .body of the army at Canton at the time appointed.

I have thanked in orders the officers and soldiers of the command
for their cheerfulness and for their eagerness to fight, to march, or
to work day or night as required, but I must leave to corps com-
manders the duty of recording tlieir individual acts of merit. *

*For Shei-man's congratulatory order see p. 187.
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In organizing and conducting this expedition I have been admira-
bly seconded by my personal staff, viz, Major McCoy and Captains
Dayton and Audenried. I hardly know how to reward them sub-
stantially, further than to commend them to the favorable notice of
our Government.
To Lieutenant-Colonel Bingham, my chief quartermaster, the only

member of my general staff that I took from department headquar-
ters, I am greatly indebted. Through him were obtained the steam-
boats and means by which these troops were so rapidly assembled
and concentrated at great distances promptly on time.
When Colonel Coates makes me the official report of his operations

up the Yazoo, I will indorse it according to my judgment at the
time.
Accompanying this I send a complete file of orders and letters of

instruction issued during the expedition.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. T. SHERMAN,
Major- General.

Brig. Gen. John A. Rawlins,
Chief of Staff.

[Inclosure No. 1]

Headquarters Department of the Tennessee,
Memphis, January 11, 18(54.

Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut,
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps:

Sir : The time is now for the execution of a design long contem-
plated, which must be improved, else we may lose a step in i\w
natural development of events. You know what I refer to, and
therefore I need not repeat it. Everything must give way to the
execution of our purpose. You will therefore at once organize out
of the Sixteenth Army Corps two strong divisions of infantry, at

least 5,000 strong each, with proportionate artillery, and one of cav-
alry of same strength ; in all 15,000 men exclusive of the cavalry
force recently arrived under General W. Sooy Smith. To enable
you to effect this combination, I hereby direct the force at Paducali
to be reduced to three companies, Cairo to seven, Columbus to one
white and one negro regiment, Memphis tq,two black and two white
regiments. All the Memphis and Charleston road to be abandoned
save so much of it as can be safely held with the remainder of the
troops not herein embraced. Abandon Corinth and Fort Pillow
absolutely, removing all public property to Cairo or Memphis ; also

leave all black troops and such of the local Tennessee regiments as

can be employed, with minute instructions to the commanders of

posts at Paducah, Columbus, Cairo, Memphis, and such others as

you judge best to have fixed to organize and arm the loyal citizens

for self-defense. Citizens who volunteer to deftsnd their towns,
counties, and neighborhoods against the enemy from without or

within, should be protected and encouraged in their laudable efforts;

and if you will devise a system applicable to West Tennessee and
Kentucky and North Mississippi I will ratify and approve it, making
it uniform throughout the sphere of this command. Troops held
too long in a city like Memphis, or even at a fixed post with bar-
racks, become enervated. I wish, therefore, a general change to

take place, and all the men put into camp or bivouac as remote from
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towns as possible. The present garrison of Memphis, save the negro
regiment, should form the nucleus of one of the infantry divisions

named and encamp, say, at Germantown, where they can march
inland or into Memphis for embarkation on one day's notice. Make
the civil authorities guard their own towns, and hold them respon-

sible that they preserve good order and government. Let the

agents of the U. S. Treasury Department manage exclusively all

matters of trade and internal intercourse. This is clearly the law
of Congress, and if it be wise or unwise it is not for us to say. This
will manifest itself in due time, and in the mean time it sets free

the hosts of local guards and officers whose time has heretofore been
absorbed in civil matters. I expect you to take command of the

two divisions of infantry in the field. In assigning and transferring

regiments under this order, I advise you to organize Dodge's com-
mand into two divisions, adding to his present command say two or

three more regiments, which can by him be reported detached. You
might send to Dodge one or more brigadiers. Please report to me
to-morrow, or next day at furthest, your action under this order, as

I will go to Vicksburg and return before we actually move, but all

must be complete in ten days at furthest.

I am, &c.,
W. T. SHERMAN,

Major-General, Commanding.

[Inclosure No. 2.]

Headquarters Department of the Tennessee,
Vicksburg, January 17, 1864.

Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson,
Comdg. Seventeenth Army Corps, Vicksburg, Miss. :

Dear General : I have the statement showing the number of

troops at the different posts and stations in your command, and am
well satisfied with the aggregate. I believe we now have at our
disposal here and at Memphis an available force adequate to break
the enemy's railroad communication with the State of Mississippi.

I mean to break up the railroad at Meridian and as far east as Demop-
olis. I propose to go back to Memphis, and about the 24th or 25th
instant to start a force of cavalry of about 7,000, under command
of Brig. Gen. William Sooy Smith, .to move from La Grange, via
Ripley, Pontotoc, and Columbus, down to Meridian, following sub-
stantially the Mobile and Ohio Road, breaking it at numerous points.
At the same time I will embark two divisions of infantry of the
Sixteenth Corps, under Major-General Hurlbut, and hasten to Vicks-
burg, where they will disembark and march, via Messinger's, Jack-
son, Brandon, &c., to Meridian, timing our march so as to co-operate
with the cavalry. I want you to make up two divisions of infantry,
artillery, and cavalry to march at the same time via Big Black
bridge. Champion's Hill, Jackson, &c. I wiU command in person.
I will depend on you to provide pontoons and bridge material for
crossing General Hurlbut's command at Messinger's, and also a
bridge near the old railroad bridge for your own command, so that
no delay may 'occur there. On arrival at Jackson, we can make a
bridge over the Pearl out of material there. I want your command
to be about 10,000 aggregate, and your artillery to embrace at least

two 20-pounder Parrotts and a battery of either 10-pounder Parrotts
or 3 inch Rodman guns. We must leave Vicksburg safe in any



Chap. XLIY.J THE MEBIDlAN EXPEDITIOK. 181

contingency and a guard at Big Black and at Haynes' Bluff, and to
enable you to do this you can abandon the posts at Skipwith's and
Goodrich's. In the present condition of water I do not think the
danger of molestation to boats at those points enough to warrant
the force now there. On passing Skipwith's I will see Captain
Owen, of the Navy, and ask him to send you a light-draught gun-
boat to go to Haynes' Bluff, and I wish you to send her up with a
couple of transports carryinq- a couple of regiments to reconnoiter
the Yazoo above Yazoo City, and to obtain forage on the Sunflower
or on the Yazoo. If the Yazoo be found in a fair stage I will, at
the same time with our movement inland, make a feint up that river,
it may be, as high as Greenwood. Knowing the objects of the
movement, I will rely on your making all the preparations possible
between this and the 25th instant, by which time you may expect
my return.

I am, with respect, your obedient servant,
W. T. SHERMAN,

Major-General, Commanding.

[Inclosure No. 3.]

Headquarters Department of the Tennessee,
Memphis, January 27, 1864.

Brig. Gen. William Sooy Smith,
Commanding Cavalry, &c.

,
present

:

Dear General: By an order issued this day I have placed all the
cavalry of this department subject to yoiir command. I estimate
you can make a force of full 7,000 men, which I believe to be supe-
rior and better in all respects than the combined cavalry which the
enemy has in all the State of Mississippi. I will in person start for
Vicksburg to-day, and with four divisions of infantry, artillery, and
cavalry move out for Jackson, Brandon, and Meridian, aiming to

reach the latter place by February 10. General Banks will feign on
Pascagoula, and General Logan on Rome. I want you with your
cavalry to move from CoUierville on Pontotoc and Okolona; thence
sweeping down near the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, disable that road
as much as possible, consume or destroy the resources of the enemy
along that road, break up the connection with Columbus, Miss.,

and finally reach me at or near Meridian as near the date I have men-
tioned as possible. This will call for great energy of action on your
part, but I believe you are equal to it, ajid you have the best and
most experienced troops in the service, andthey will do anything that
is possible. General Grierson is with you, and is familiar with the
whole country. I will send up from Haynes' Bluff an expedition of

gun-boats and transports combined to feel up the Yazoo as far as the
present stage of water will permit. This will disconcert the enemy.
My movement on Jackson will also divide the enemy, so that by no
combination can he reach you with but a part of his force. I wish you
to attack any force of cavalry you meet and follow them southward,
but in no event be drawn into the forks of the streaiJts that make up the
Yazoo nor over into Alabama. Do not let the enemy draw you into

minor affairs, but look solely to the greater object, to destroy his

communication from Okolona to Meridian and thence eastward to

Selma. From Okolona south you will find abundance of forage col-

lected along the railroad, and the farms have standing corn in the

fields. Take liberally of all these, as well as horses, mules, cattle,

&c. As a rule respect dwellings and families as something too
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sacred to be disturbed by soldiers, but mills, barns, sliede, stables,

and such like things use for the benefit and convenience of your com-
mand. If convenient, send into Columbus and destroy all the ma-
chinery there and the bridge across the Tombigbee, which enables

the enemy to draw the resources of the east side of the valley, but
this is not of sufficient importance to delay your movement. Try and
communicate with me by scouts and spies from the time you reach
Pontotoc. Avoid any large force of infantry, leaving them to me.
We have talked over this matter so much that the above covers all

points not provided for in my published orders of to-day.

I am, yours, &c.,
W. T. SHERMAN,

Major-General, Commanding.

[Inclosure No. 4.1

Special Field Orders, ) Hdqrs. Deft, of the Tennessee,
No. 11. j Memphis, Tenn., January 27, 1804.

I. Major-General Hurlbut will, with the command recently organ-
ized here, proceed with all dispatch to Vicksburg, and move out on
the upper Jackson road to the Big Black near Messinger's, and pre-
pare a bridge to cross his command to the east. He will then await
the arrival of the general commanding.

II. Major-General McPherson will move his command, as hereto-
fore ordered, to the Big Black railroad bridge, and there prepare to
cross to the east. He will leave a covering force at Vicksburg,
Haynes' Bluff, and the bridge, and will be prepared to move from
Big Black eastward at an hour's notice.

III. The command designated for the field willbe lightly equipped
—no tents or luggage save what is carried by the officers, men, and
horses. Wagons must be reserved for food and ammunition. Car-
tridge-boxes must be filled full of fresh ammunition, and a hundred
rounds extra carried along in wagons or on pack animals. Ten
days' meat and bread and thirty days' of salt, sugar, and coffee will
be carried in wagons ; beef-cattle driven along, and pack animals,
at the rate of one per company, when practicable, in lieu of wagons.

IV. Artillery will be cut down one-half, and that double-teamed,
and 200 rounds of ammunition for each gun will suffice, but must
be carried in caissons belonging to each battery. Artillery carriages
must not be loaded down with men and packs, nor must imperfect
ammunition be carried along, nor shots wasted at imaginary objects.

Chiefs of artillery will see that each box is inspected, and the heavy
artillerj' wagons and forges left at the depots.
V. The expedition is one of celerity, and all things must tend to

that. Corps commanders and staff' officers will see that our move-
ments are not embarrassed by wheeled vehicles improperly loaded.
Not a tent will be carried, from the commander-in-chief down.
The sick must be Ifeft behind, and the surgeons can find houses and
sheds for all hospital purposes. .

VI. All cavalry in the department is placeaunder the orders and
command of Brig. Gen. W. S. Smith, who will receive special in-

structions.
* ^ * * * * *

By order of Mai. Gen. W. T. Sherman

:

L. M. DAYTON,
Aide-de-Camp.
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[Inclosure No. 5.]

Headquarters Department of the Tennessee,
Vicksburg, Miss., January 30, 1864.

Major-General McPherson,
Comdg. Seventeenth Army Corps, Vicksburg :

General: Pursuant to my verbal instructions of to-day you have
designated the Eleventh Illinois and Eighth Louisiana Regiments to
make the expedition up the Yazoo. I wish you would instruct the
commanding officer as follows: To act in perfect concert with Cap-
tain Owen, U. S. Navy, who acts undermy orders by instructions from
Admiral Porter. He is instructed simultaneously with our move-
ment inland to explore and scout the Yazoo and Sunflower, to make
the planters along those rivers feel that they are to be held responsi-
ble for the safety of the navigation of so much of the Mississippi as
lays parallel with the Yazoo. Instruct the officer in command to
collect a thousand bales of cotton to be delivered to the agents of the
U. S. Treasury, to be converted into money with which to indemnify
the owners of the steamer Allen Collier, burned in the Mississippi
River opposite Bolivar County; for the cotton and gins of Dr. Dun-
can, recently burned by guerrillas on his plantation near Skipwith's,
and other minor depredations on our lawful commerce. Let these
boats also collect corn and forage, giving receipts only to the quiet
and loyal people, but not to the disloyal. Let the commanding of-

ficer impress on the people that we shall periodically visit that coun-
try and destroy property or take it, as long as parties of Confeder-
ate troops or guerrillas infest the river banks. If, on the contrary,
the inhabitants will organize for their own self-defense and for pro-
tecting their country from the acts of unfriendly parties, we will
gradually open to them a friendly intercourse and trade. AH bands
of guerrillas or Confederates must be engaged, and if possible pun-
ished. This expedition should be up the Yazoo two or three weeks,
and should visit every navigable part of the Yazoo and its tributa-
ries as far up as Fort Pemberton, Greenwood, or Sidon. The com-
manding officer should act in concert with Captain Owen, and if the
expedition reaches its destination in a less time than herein indicated,
and if an opportunity offers, he may disembark and visit Grenada,
or some point on the Central Mississippi Road, breaking it so effectu-

ally that it cannot be used by the enemy. Great discretion should
be left to the officer in charge, the chief oJ)ject being to show a force

up in those waters while we are occupied in a different quarter, and
\vhile General Sooy Smith is sweeping down from Memphis toward
Okolona and Meridian. The enemy must not be allowed to flee and
seek shelter from this party near the Yazoo.

I am, with respect, &c.,
W. T. SHERMAN,

Major-General, Commanding.

[Inclosure No. 6.] ^

Headquarters Department of the Tennessee,
Vicksburg, January 30, 1864.

Admiral D. D. Poster,
Comdg. Mississippi Squadron, Cairo, 111.

:

Dear Admiral : I arrived here last night in the Juliet. I saw
Captain Owen in passing Skipwith's, and he was ready to follow to-
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day. I have selected two fine regiments in five boats to accom-
pany him, and have ordered EUet's Marine Brigade to protect the
river in the district hitherto guarded by Captain Owen. I will

make my letter to Captain Owen very full, asking him to ascend the
Yazoo as far as he deems possible, and acting in such a manner as
to show the planters along the Yazoo and Sunflower that we can
reach them and punish them in case they connive at the attacks on
our boats in the Mississippi. I have this moment received a letter

from General Banks indicating his purpose to engage in the Red
River expedition in concert with General Steele and myself. My
orders from General Grant are to strike Meridian, and he sends me
a letter from General Halleck which shadows forth the joint execu-
tion of the movement on Shreveport. General Banks is sending an
officer up to Cairo to engage boats and supplies. He is taking time
by the forelock, and I am willing he should do so, but I know when
the time comes I will be prepared as soon as any. You must take
the initiative, as the gun-boats must carry the heavy ordnance, and
we should not engage Shreveport until you can put yoixr gun-boats
(iron-clad) into the fight. I can be back to Vicksburg by the end
of February, by which time Red River should be in good boating
order. I have a man in from Alexandria, La., bringing me messages
from my friends there, but he says when he left there eight days
ago the falls were only passable to the lightest-draught boats. Dick
Taylor is down at Fort De Russy, which is at one of the Marksville
landings—doubtless Norman's, the same where the Queen of the
West was taken. Taylor has three brigades with him. This fort
can be turned by Banks moving upon Alexandria from Opelousas.
Steele should move on Shreveport from Little Rock, and you and I
should go straight up Red River. Some one mind should control
the whole. I inclose you a telegraphic message* for General Grant,
which I beg you to send to him and send me his answer. March 1

should be fixed as the date for us to enter Red River.
Truly, your friend,

W. T. SHERMAN,
Major- General.

[Inclosure No. 7.]

Headquarters Department of the Tennessee,
Vicksburg, Miss., January 30, 1864.

Lieut. Commander E. K. Owen, U» S.^ Navy,
Commanding Fifth Division, Mississippi Squadron

:

Dear Sir: In furtherance of the expedition proposed up the
Yazoo, I will endeavor to explain the objects and purposes aimed at

:

You are aware that a large cavalry force will leave Memphis
about Monday next, directing its course, via Ripley, Pontotoc, (5ko-
lona, and Columbus, to Meridian. I will leave Vicksburg about the
same time with a strong force of infantry and artillery for the same
point via Jackson and Brandon. I desire to confuse the enemy as
to our plans, and know that the appearance o^ a force up the Yazoo
as far as possible will tend to that result. I propose at the same
time to have the expedition fulfill other important ends. I have
ordered General McPherson to embark here on five good steam-boats
the Eleventh Illinois Infantry (white) and Eighth Louisiana (black)
to accompany your fleet. These will be commanded by an experi-

*See Part II, p. 370.

~~
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enced officer (Colonel Coatos), who will be instructed~to act in per-
fect concert with you. He will not take artillery, as the gun-boats
will have that, and it is not designed he should operate far from
your boats. Should you find an enemy at Satartia or Yazoo City, I
want them engaged, whether you drive them off or not. The mo-
ment they find I have crossed Big Black they will make off. Then
pass up the Yazoo as far as possible—to Greenwood ; destroy all
fiats or means used by the enemy to cross from the east to the west

;

take all C. S. A. cotton you choose as prize, and the transport boats
will be ordered to take the private cotton which is abandoned or
lield by disloyal citizens to barricade their engines and to bring it

away to be sold, to make a fund out of which to indemnify the
owners of boats that have been destroyed or damaged by the enemy.
Impress on the people along Yazoo and Sunflower that we intend to
liold them responsible for all acts of hostility to the river commerce.
The planters along the Mississippi have been damaged enough, and
it is now their turn to feel that war may reach their doors. If the
enemy burns cotton we don't care. It is their property and not
ours, but so long as they have cotton, corn, horses, or anything, we
will appropriate it or destroy it so long as their confederates in
war act in violence to us and our lawful commerce. They must
l)e active friends or enemies. They cannot be silent or neutral. I
have ordered up the Marine Brigade (General Ellet) to replace
your division of light-draught gun-boats. I think now is the
time, with almost absolute certainty that the Yazoo will be on
the rise, for us to make a good impression on the Yazoo and Sun-
flower country. If the planters find that we can make a yearly
visitation and clean up old scores they will give less encouragement
to the enemy, which has heretofore crossed over to the Mississippi
and annoyed our steam-boats. They may protest against our hold-
ing them responsible for the acts of the Confederate authorities, but
in war we have a perfect right to produce results in our own way,
and should not scruple too much at the means, provided they are
effectual. I would like you to be prepared to explore the Yazoo and
Sunflower Rivers perfectly, and think you should take three weeks
or a month in the operation. A force of about 3,200 men, under
General Hawkins, will occupy Haynes' Bluff, and you can communi-
cate through him with the admiral or myself. Do not hesitate to

take any kind of provisions or fire-wood, for the enemy must not
only pay for damages inflicted on our cojnnjerce but for the expenses
incurred in the suppression. You may assure the inhabitants from
me that the moment they can assure us that order and peace are
preserved along the Yazoo and Mississippi abreast of them they will

be allowed free commerce and intercourse with Vicksburg.
I am, with respect, &c.,

W. T. SHERMAN,
Major- General.

[Inclosure No. 8.]
k

Special Field Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. of the Tennessee,
>• In the Field, near Decatur, Miss.,

No. 16. ) February 11, 1864.

I. To expedite our march the following dispositions are ordered to

be made during to-morrow, to go into effect the next day, viz, Feb-
ruary ] 3 : To each regiment will be allowed two wagons—one for

cartridges and one for bread and cooking utensils—and two ambu-
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lances. To each general division and brigade headquarters one
wagon. All other vehicles will constitute a general train under
escort of one regiment to a division and one battery, to be designated

by General McPherson.
II. The army, thus relieved of baggage, will further be reduced

by all men who are sick and unable to march, who will remain with
the wagon train, and will march the next morning early, each regi-

ment followed by its own wagons and ambulances, and colonels of

regiments will see that the wagons are helped through bad places

in the road. Each man must carry a full proportion of ammunition
and provisions for five days (three days' full rations).

III. The wagons and escorts thus detached will follow behind the
army as far as Chunky River, and there await further orders. The
army itself will move by Decatur directly on Meridian, and General
McPherson will send one regiment of his corps from Decatur on the
railroad, with instructions to keep abreast of him, and in its progress
to destroy bridges, culverts, and track of the railroad at the rate of

about 13 miles a day.
IV. The cavalry and mounted oflBcers will carry on their horses

the necessary blankets and provisions for the ride, and trust to the
country for forage.
V. Captain Hickenlooper, of General McPherson's staff, will or-

ganize a strong pioneer and working party, and keep close up to the
cavalry advance, rejiairing bridges and roads, so as to expedite our
march.
By order of Mai. Gen. W. T. Sherman:

L. M. DAYTON,
Aide-de-Gamp.

[Inclosure No. 9-1

Special Field Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. of the Tennessee,
No. 17. f Meridian, Miss., February 14, 1864.

I. The destruction of the raili'oads intersecting at Meridian is of
great importance, and should be done most effectually. Every tie

and rail of iron for many miles in each direction should be absolutely
destroyed or injured, and every bridge and culvert completely de-
stroyed. To insure this end, to General Hurlbut is intrusted the
destruction east and north, and to General McPherson the roads
west and south. The troops should be impressed with the impor-
tance of this work, and also .that time is material, and therefore it

should be begun at once and prosecuteTl with all the energy possible.
Working parties should be composed of about one-half of the com-
mands, and they should move by regiments, provided with their
haversacks and arms, ready to repel at^tacks of cavalry. The other
half, in reserve, will be able to watch the enemy now retreating east-
ward.

II. Colonel Winslow, commanding cavalry, will keep his cavalry
in advance of the party working eastward, and act as though this
army was slowly pursuing the enemy. v

III. Special instructions will be given as to the general supply
train, and the troops now in Meridian will by proper brigade parties
collect meal, meat, and supplies. The destruction of bufldingsmust
be deferred until the last moment, when a special detail will be made
for that purpose.
By order of Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman

:

L. M. DAYTON,
Ai(le-de-Cavi2J.
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[Inclosure No. 10.]

Special Field Obders,
I

Hdqrs. Dept. op the Tennessee,
No. 18. ) Meridian, Miss., February 15, 1864.

Tlie general commanding" conveys his congratulations and thanks
to the officers and men composing this command for their most suc-
cessful accomplishment of one of the great problems of the war.
Meridian, the great railway center of the Southwest, is now in our
possession, and by industry and hard work can be rendered useless
to the enemy and deprive him of the chief source of supply to his
armies. Secrecy in plan and rapidity of execution accomplish the
best results in war, and the general commanding assures all, by fol-

lowing their leaders fearlessly and with confidence, they will in time
reap the reward so dear to us all—a peace that will never again be
disturbed in our country by a discontented minority.
By order of Mai. Gen. W. T. Sherman

:

L. M. DAYTON,
Aide-de-Cam]).

[Inclosure No. 11.]

Special Field Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. of the Tennessee,
No. 19. j Meridian, Miss., February 15, 1864.

I. General McPherson will move one division of his command
early to-morrow morning southward, on the Mobile and Ohio Rail-

road, with instructions to do as much damage to bridges, culverts,

and track of the road and any property of the enemy as possible, in-

cluding private saw-mills, as far as and including the bridges over

Oktibbeha and Chickasawha Creeks, in the neighborhood of Quit-

man.
II. The officer in command will report back to General McPherson

or the general commanding promptly all information gathered re-

specting the movements of the enemy.
III. Colonel Winslow, commanding cavalry, will send one regi-

ment of his command to accompany this expedition, the senior offi-

cer reporting for instructions to the officer in command of the divis-

ion designated by General McPherson in compliance with this order.

By order of Mai. Gen. W. T. Sherman

:

L. M. DAYTON,
Aide-de-Camp.

[Inclosure No. 12.]

Special Field Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. of the Tennessee,
No. 20. [ Meridian, Miss., February 18, 1864.

I. Having fulfilled completely and well all the objects of the ex-

pedition, the troops will return to the Mississippi River to embark in

another equally important movement. '^

II. The SixteenthArmy Corps, Major-GeneralHurlbut's command,
and the cavalry commanded by Colonel Winslow, will march from
Marion by way of Union and Hillsborough, and the Seventeenth

Corps, Major-General McPherson, and the general train from Merid-

ian by Decatur and Hillsborough, each taking four days in reaching

Hillsborough. At that point each corps will resiime charge of its

own train and march by routes to be indicated by the general-in-
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chief. The march will begin on the 20th instant, and the corps

commanders will not pass Union and Decatur until they have com-
municated with each other by couriers across at those points.

III. Buildings must not be burned on the retiirn march, save by
order of the commanding general of a corps or division, unless they
are used as a cover to the enemy from which to fire at our men.
Then any commissioned officer may cause them to be destroyed, and
report the fact to his division commander.

IV. The march should be conducted slowly (about 15 miles per

day) and in good order. Foraging parties must be strong and well

commanded. There is no seeming danger, but every precaution

should be taken against cavalry dashes at our trains. The wagons
should be distributed by brigades along the column, and not kept in

a single corps train.

V. The general commanding will accompany General Hurlbut's
column, and reports will be made accordingly.

By order of Mai. Gen. W. T. Sherman

:

L. M. DAYTON,
Aide-de-Camp.

[Inclosure No. 13.]

Special Field Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. op the Tennessee,
No. 21. f Canton, Miss., February 26, 1864.

I. The troops composing the expedition will rest at and near Can-
ton until the general commanding can ride to Vicksburg and dis-

patch back orders for the next movement dependent on the state of
affairs since our departure. The following dispositions will be made
of the troops :*

1. General Hurlbut will cause the crossing at Big Black to be recon-
noitered and boats and materials collected to build a bridge if ordered
or needed.

2. The Sixteenth Corps will occupy the space from Canton to the
Big Black on the Yazoo City road. The Seventeenth Corps the space
from Canton to Pearl River by the road on which we marched.

3. General McPherson will cause the bridge built on the Pearl
River by his pioneers to be guarded till the last moment of its utility
to us, when it must be destroyed in toto.

4. The cavalry will take post to the north and east of Canton, and
will picket and scout out daily befcwesn Pearl and Big Black Rivers
at least 20 miles.

II. Corps commanders will, at the earliest practicable moment,
dispatch into Vicksburg, under escort of three or four regiments
entitled to furloughs by reason of re-enlistment, all the surplus
wagons and captured stock, all sick and wounded men, all pris-
oners, negroes, and indeed everything that is an impediment or
dead weight to the army, retaining only the effective force of sol-

diers and servants and the necessary transportation for short move-
ments.

*

III. General Tuttle, commanding at Big Black, will dispatch imme-
diately, under escort of one of his regiments, about GO wagon loads
of hard bread^ sugar, salt, and coffee in the proportion of the rations
to be divided between the two corps of the army, including the cav-

*A copy of this order was forwarded by Brig. Gen. W. H. Jackson to Maj. Gen.
S. D. Lee, March 6.



Chat. XLIV.) THE JIERIDIAN EXPEDITION. 189

airy and Tuttle's brigade with the Sixteenth Corps. To produce
the equality, this train will come out by Edwards' Depot, Queen's
Hill Church, Brownsville, and Livingston.
IV. General Hurlbut will cause a section of about 10 miles of the

Mississippi Central Railroad north of and including the bridge over
Big Black to be effectually destroyed, and General McPherson will
caus" a similar break at and south of Canton. General McPherson
will also cause the locomotives and cars to be utterly destroyed with
powder if necessary.
V. Colonel Winslow will detail a regiment entitled to furlough by

reason of re-enlistment to report to the general commanding at 7 a.

m. to-morrow, without wagons and with two days' rations, to escort

him to Big Black bridge.
VI. Lieutenant Vernay, acting aide-de-camp to Maj. Gen. J. B.

McPherson, will proceed to Vicksburg, Miss. , as bearer of special

verbal instructions, and await the arrival of the general-in-chief.

By order of Mai. Gen. W. T. Sherman:
L. M. DAYTON,

Aide-de-Camp.

[Inclosure No. 14.]

Special Field Orders, ) Hdqrs. Dept. of the Tennessee,
No. 32.

)
Vicksburg, February 38, 18G4.

I. The army in the field, now at Canton, will remain there till

aboi\t March 3 to hear from and assist, if necessary, the cavalry
expedition under command of Brig. Gen. William Sooy Smith, which
should have left Memphis February 3 at furthest, but did not until

about the 11th. If heard from, General McPherson with his corps

will await his arrival, or till he can communicate with him, and
order Genei-al Smith to the vicinity of Big Black bridge to await
further orders, or to act offensively should a cavalry force of the

enemy appear this side of Pearl River.

II. General Hurlbut will, about March 3, move his command across

Big Black at or near Moore's Bluff, and come to Vicksburg prepared
to embark for Red River about March 7 next.

III. Should General McPherson hear of the safety of the cavalry

command referred to, or hear no tidings at all of it on or before the

3d next, he also will move down the pegingula between Pearl River
and Big Black to the bridge at Messinger's, or at the railroad bridge,

and resume his former command at Vicksburg and district.

IV. The chief quartermaster of the d-epartment will collect a

number of steam-boats suitable for the Red River of a capacity

to transport 10,000 men, with artillery, ordnance, and subsistence

stores for thirty days' operations, to be ready at Vicksburg by
March 7.

V. The commissary of subsistence at Vicksburg will place at

Haynes' Bluff three days' rations for General HiVrlbut's command
of 10,000 men, to be drawn by him on his way doAvn, and the same
for General McPherson's command at the Big Black bridge.

VI. The ordnance officer will be prepared to ship on board steam-

boats, at the date before named, the mortars and 30-pounder Par-

rotts with all their ammunition on hand, and also a supply of musket
ammunition equal to 300 rounds per man for 10,000 men.
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VII. Lieutenant Vernay, aide-de-camp to General McPherson, -will

collect all the mail matter and newspapers he can obtam for the

Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army Corps, and convey the same to the

army at Canton, and Colonel Winslow, chief of cavalry, will fur-

nish' him an escort of 200 men, all to start on March 1.

VIII. Col. E. F. Winslow, Fourth Iowa Cavalry, will proceed

with the re-enlisted veterans of that regiment to Iowa, and grant

furloughs for thirty days after their arrival at Keokuk. At the ex-

piration of the furloughs he will meet them at some rendezvous on
the Mississippi River, and reconduct them back to the regiment at

or near Vicksburg, Miss.

IX. The quartermaster's department will provide the necessary

transportation to and back.
By order of Mai. Gen. W. T. Sherman

:

L. M. DAYTON,
Aide-de-Camp.

[Inclosure No. 15.]

Special Field Orders, [ Hdqrs. Dept. of the Tennessee,
No. 24.

S
Vicksburg, Miss., March 6, 1864.

I. General Hurlbut will, out of his First and Third Divisions,

make up a command of about 7,500 infantry, with two good bat-

teries of artillery, the whole under command of Brig. Gen. A. J.

Smith, to embark on the 7th and 8th instant on board of transports,

with thirty days' rations and provided for an expedition up Red
River. Only two ambulances per regiment and one for each battery,

and one wagon for each headquarters, will be taken along, and the
remaining wagons and sick will be left at Vicksburg, to be taken
care of until the command returns to Vicksburg.

II. General McPherson will, in like manner, make up a command
of about 2,500 men, with one good battery, under a brigadier of

rank inferior to that of General A. J. Smith, prepared in like

manner to embark on boats on the 7th and 8th instant. The gen-
eral in command to report in person to General A. J. Smith,
who will receive full and minute instructions from the general com-
manding.

III. Corps commanders will at once order a part of the re-enlisted

regiments of their corps to their respective States, where organized,
for a furlough of thirty days therein, with full instructions as to
procuring additional recruits and rejoining their proper brigades
with dispatch on the expiration of their furloughs. The oflBcers and
soldiers thus sent on furloughs should be impressed with the impor-
tance of their return on time, as military plans can only be based
on a positive knowledge of numbers and time.

IV. Brigadier-General Veatch's command will proceed via Cairo
and the Tennessee River with all its men, guns, transportation, and
materials to join the command of General DcMge at or near Athens,
Ala.
V. The chief quartermaster of the department will provide the

necessary transportation to carry out these orders and those issued
February 28, 1«64.

By order of Mai. Gen. W. T. Sherman :

L. M. DAYTON,
Aide-de-Camp.
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ADDENDA.
Return of Casualties in the Union forces.

[Compiled from nominal lists of casualties, returns, &c.]
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces—Continued.
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Return of Casualties in the Union forces—Continued.
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Return of Casualties in the Union forcrx^Cimtinueii.

Kill.-cl.
(.'aptured
or missiuir.

Conimand.

Second Bri(/fuU\

Lieut. Col. "William P. Hepiu'rn.

tith Illinois.

7th Illinois,

nth Illinois.

2cl Iowa..

Total Second Brigade

Third Briijdih:

Col. La Fayette McCiiillis

3d Illinois (5 companies)
72d Indiana (Mounted Infantry;

.

.orh Kentucky
2d Tennessee
3(1 Tennessee
4th Tennessee

Total Third Brigade

UNASSIGSE.M.

4th United States

Total Smith's column ...

YAZOO EXPEDITION.

Col. James H. Cuates.

11th Illinois

8th Louisiana ( A. D. )

1st Mississippi Cavalry (A. I).)

.

Total Yazoo expedition

.

Grand total

15
20

5
'

12
7 20
10 , 3J

11
,

46

33

1

12
K

3
l.T

32

13
1

32

115

13
20
R
10

34

102

1
,
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ing approximation of the work performed by my command : Num-
bei' of miles of railroad destroyed, GO ; number of locomotives de-

jtroyed, 1 ; number of bridges burned, 8 ; bushels corn ground intr)

meal, 2,300 ; horses captured, 400 ; mules captured, 750 ; number oi
miles marched, 309 ; prisoners taken from the enemy, 50

;
prisonei's

taken by the enemy, (J; missinif, 30 ; killed, 5 ; wounded, '^l ; died, 4.

A large train of captiired horses, mules, wagons, and oxen was
sent into Vicksburg from Canton, Miss., and the command was
almost entirely subsisted on the country during the march.

Inclosed please find the report of Brig. Gen. J. C. Veatch, coin-

manding Fourth Division, Sixteenth Corps.
The report of Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith will be sent in as soon as

received.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. A. HURLBUT,
Major- General, Commandincj Sixteenth Corps.

Capt. L. M. Dayton,
Aide-de-Camp.

Itinerary of the Sixteenth Army Corps, January 2i'y-March 10.*

The Third Division, Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, and TAventy-fifth

Indiana. Thirty-second Wisconsin, Twenty-fifth Wisconsin, Seven-

teenth New York, and Thirty-fifth New Jersey Volunieers. and
Company D, Second Illinois Light Artillery, of the Fourth Divis-

ion, embarked from Columbus, Ky., and Memjihis, Tenn. ; disem-

barked at Vicksburg, Miss., and with part of the Seventeenth Army
Corps left Vicksburg on the 3d, marching on Meridian, Miss. , via

Clinton, Jackson, Brandon, and Hillsborough.
February 14, arrived at Meridian.
February 15 to 18, inclusive, were devoted to tne destruction of

the railroads and public property of the enemy at Meridian, east

some 15 miles and north some 20 miles.

February 20. the troops of this corps inarched on return via

Marion, on MobiL; and Ohio Railroad, through Union and Hills-

boroiigh.
Februarv 26, arrived at Canton. - "

February 27 to 29, remained ;.t Canton, Miss. The Second and
Third Brigades, First Division, embarked at Memphis and arrived

at Vicksburg too late to join the column, and, by order of Maj.

Gen. W. T. Sherman, went into camp on Big Black River to cover

bridges on Jackson road. The cavalry division of this corps re-

ported directly to Brig. Gen. William Sooy Smith, chief of cavalry,

Military Division of the Mississippi, during the month of February,

and the report of the march and operations of ths^^division with the

cavalry expedition into Mississi])pi was rendered to General Smith.

The Second Division and jjart of the Fourth Division are hi the

field at and near Pulaski, Tenn.
March 1, the Thiid Division. Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith command-

ing, and the Thirty-second Wiscoiis'n, Twenty-fifth Wisconsin,

Seventeenth New York. Thirtv-fiftli New Jersey Volunteers, and
Company D, Second Illinois Light Artill ery, oi Fourth Division,

* From monthly returns.
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Brig. Gen. J. C. Veatch commanding, struck camp at C.mton, Miss.

,

marching on return to Vicksburg.
March i, took up the Second and Third Brigades, of First Divis-

ion, from camp on Big Black River and arrived at Vicksburg.
March 10, at Vicksburg the Third Division and Second and Third

Brigades of First Division, under command of Brig. Gen. A. J.

Smith, embarked on an expedition up Red River against Shreve-
port. Brig. Gen. J. C. Veatch, with the Thirty-second Wisconsin,
Twenty-fiftli Wisconsin, Seventeenth New York, Thirty-fifth New
Jersey'Vohinteers. and Company D, Second Illinois Light Artillery,

embarked at Vicksburg and proceeded via Cairo and Tennessee
River to join the Fourth Division at Athens, Ala.

No. 5.

Itinerary of the First Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, Brig. Gen.
James M. Tuttle, U. S. Army, commanding, Fehruary 1-27.*

February 1, the Second and Third Brigades embarked on trans-
pf)rts at Memphis, Tenn. , and proceeded to Vicksburg, Miss., the
First Brigade remaining at Memphis, f

February 2, the troops arrived at Vicksburg at night.

February 3. disembarked in the morning and marched to Black
River railroad bridge, where the division went into camp.
February 27, the Second Brigade marched to Canton, Miss.

No. 6.

Reports of Col. William L. McMillen, Ninety-fifth Ohio Infantry,
commandi?ig First Brigade, of expedition from Memphis to Wyatt,
icith itinerary of the brigade, Fehruary G-18.

Headquarters First Brigade, First Division,
Dr. Jeter's Plantation, Fehruary 9, 186-1—7 a. m.

General : I reached this point yesterday evening about sundown,
having succeeded in crossing the GoWwater without loss of man or
wheel. My present position is between Coldwater Depot and Sena-
tobia, on Hic-l-cahale Creek. I intend moving to Senatobia to-day (in

fact, my advance is already there), and will push on toward Panola as
rapidly as I think safe. I Hold the crossing at Coldwater and the roads
Ijctween there and Senatobia, and will continue to do so at least until
to-morrow, and longer if I then consider it desirable. My train is

too large and gives mo trouble and anxiety, although everything so
far has Avorkcd well and the brigade is in fine condition and spirits.

Inclosed yoii will find a copy of my latest^ instructions. If you
have any suggestions to offer or orders to give, please forward them
by the bearers of this, and, if possible, furnish my couriers with
fresh horses. JVIy present impression is that by the time this reaches
you. or at furthest to-morrow, we shall have accomplished all that is

desirable as a mere demonstration, and I can see no good which can

*Fron) monthly rctum.
fBut see McMiUcn's reports, following.



Chap. XLIV.] THE MERIDIAN EXPEDITION. 197

possibly result from our remaining in the vicinity of Panola. Either
we should move on or return. Our greatest danger is the possibility
of the enemy getting in our rear and obstructing the recrossing at
the Coldwater. The (-ountry on each side is difficult to move over,
and a lew men could give serious annoyance. We have, hoAvever,
good men and plenty of dry powder, and under any circumstances
tlie >)rigade will do its former commander no discredit.

I drink your good health, general, and will be glad to hear from
you bj' the returning courier.

Very respectfally, your obedient servant,
W. L. McMILLEN.

Colonel, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. R. P. Buckland,

Commnndincj Disfricf of Memphis.
P. S.—My information is that General Sherman entered Jackson on

Fi'iday evening last at 7 o'clock, the enemy crossing the Pearl River.
Can iiear nothing of a force at or nea.r Greenwood. Rebel troops
are reported moving toward Grenada. Forrest was at Oxford last
Friday.

[luclosure.]

In the Field,
Mempliis, Tenn.. February 0, 1804.

Colonel McMiLLEN,
Commanding Brigade

:

Sir : I send the effective jjortion of the First Alabama Cavalry to

rii)ort to you for duty. You can use them for scouting thoroughly
fin your flanks and as couriers to communicate with me or with
General Buckland. Our ini'ormation makes it almost certain that
tlie rebels have fallen back of the Tallahatchie. One of our bri-

gades is uj) the Yazoo, probably as far as Greenwood, and this maj'
areount for their retrograde movement. We have been delayed
awaiting Waring's brigade from Columbus, and shall not cross the
Coldwater before Monday. As your movement is designed to at-

tract their attention be as demonstrative as you can. If I should
iKjt be able to communicate with you again move to the vicinity of

Panola if you can, improving any oiiportunity you may have to cross

over even, if you think it advisable. .Communicate with (xeneral

Buckland here, and with me at Collierville, if anything iiuportant

trans])ires. I am informed froin Vicksburg that General Sherman
started toward Jackson on Thursday last. If you find it desirable

to hold on in the neighborhood of Panola you can send back for sup-

plies and your jjontoons, if you desire them.
Yoiirs. truly,

W. SOOY SMITH.
Brigndier-General, Chief of Cavalry, Mil. Div. of tlie 3Iiss.

Camp at Bowen's. 2 Miles South or Chulahoma,
February 12. 1804— 'J p. m.

General: I received a copy of your telegram ou the !tth instant

to General Buckland night before last, and left the vicinity of Sena-
tobia the next day abtnit noon, reaching this point (m the road to
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Wyatt Uiis pvoninp:. Tliore w;is a force of cavalry (rcjiorted a bri-

gade) under McC.'iiIIdcIi betwocii Senatoliia aiid Panola, and with
Avliom I liad a sliarp skirmish at thi; former ]^lace. CoukI not learn

deiinitely what force Chalmers has at Panola, hut heard that he was
fortifying and being re-enforced. Think they have all the crossings

between Panola and Wyatt guarded, and am told by citizens in this

vicinity that there is at' least a brigade on the other side of the river

at "Wyatt. I will move down there in the morning and await your
orders. Have not seen or heard of any considerable force except the
one above mentioned between Coldwater and Tallahatchie. For-
rest has proclaimed his intention to stand his ground on the other
side of the Tallahatchie, so the people say. His force is generally
estimated at from 7,000 to 12.000. I sent the large]- portion of my
train back to Memphis. Have four days' bread and ten days' gro-
ceries on hand.

I am, general, verv respectfullv, your obedient servant,
" W. L. McMILLEN,

Coloi lel. Commcmding.
Brig. Gen. William S. Smith.

Cli iff of Cavalry.

Hdqrs. First Brig.. First Div., 10th Army Corps,
Camp at Virk's Plantation, Fdn-nary 14, IStll—G a. m.

General : 1 reached this place, 12 miles .south of Quinn's Mill,

last evening, and will push on to the mill to-day, at or near which I

expect t(j cross the Coldwater, camping to-night in the vicinity of
Collierville. 1 have less than one-half rations of hard bread for
to-day and to-morrow only ; no meat, except such as I can find in
the country. We have plenty of coffee, sugar, and salt. Can't yoii

send Captain Mallory, who went back with 100 good men, to meet us
with supplies, either with a ti'ain of cars or wagcms ? I would
like to-morrow evening, at or near Gei'mantowii. two days" rations
of bread and meat for the whole command, say 1.650 men. Please
let mo know by this courier if I may have this assistance, and be
kind eiiough to send us newspapers.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. L. McMILLEN,

^ '» Colonel. Co'invlanding.
Brig. Gen. R. P. Buckland,

Commanding District of Memphis.

P. S.—I find no traces of the enemy in force this side of the Tal-
lahatchie.

Itinerary of the First Brigade. First DirJsion. Si.deenili Army
Corps. Col. William L. MvMillen. yinct>/-fiftli Ohio Infaniry, com-
manding, Febrnanj (i-lM. *

February (l^the brigade broke camp in tlie morning, and moved
southv/ard on the Hernando road.
Februarv 7, bivouacked at night in the village of Hernando.

'Fioiii mo)]thlv return.
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February S, moA^ed toward the C'oldAvater. Having had three
companies of cavalry, averaging' about 30 each, assigned to the com-
niand. a small force was sent in the advance. They met a small rebel
picket force at the Coldwater Ferry, and succeeded in driving them
l>ack and secured the ferry-boat, which enabled the command to
cross tlie stream. Bivouacked that night U miles south of the Cold-
water Depot.
The next morning moved on the Senatobia road about 2 miles out;

reached the Hickahale stream. The cavalry advanced, and one
regiment of infantry was thrown across the bridge. One company
of cavalry and two companies of infantry were sent to Senatobia to
secure and hold the town. In attempting to cross the artillery the
bridge began to giA^e way, and the rest of the day Avas spent in
re])airing it. In the mean time the advance had reached Senatobia
and droA'e the enemy from toAvn. and awaited the approach of the
column. About 3 p. m. the rebels made several attempts to charge
on them, but Avere successfully repulsed each time. At night the
column AvithdreAvto a gof)d camping-ground about 3 miles to tlie

rear.

February '), reconnaissances Avere made, and the command put in
readiness to advance the day foUoAving toAvard Panola. , During the
day considerable skirmishing was had with the enemy. At 8 p. m.
a dispatch Avas receiA^ed from Brig. Gen. W. S. Smith, commanding
cavalry expedition, for the command to ioin him at Wyatt, on the
Tallahatchie.

FeljT'uary 10, three bridges Avero destroyed on the Hickahale after
a sharp skirmish, also the ColdAvater Ferry, and the command started
for Wyatt, Avhich i^lace they reached on the morning of the 13th.
The enemy had destroyed the bridge, and were strongly posted on
the ojiposite bank. Constant skirmishing was kept up until dark,
but Ave succeeded in driving them from the river. That night orders
Avere received to meet General Smith at Waterford.
February li, in the morning, moved to Waterford. About 4 p. m.

dispatches Averc received that General Smith had effected a crossing
at New Albany.
February 1-5, the command about-faced and started for Memphis.
February IS, reached Memphis at night, the object of the exi)edi-

tion having been accomplished, viz, to divert the attention of For-
rest, Chalmers, and Lee, and allow General Smith to effect a crossing
on the Tallahatchie. - *

Subsequent rejiorts from Brigadier-General Smith, commanding
caA-alry expedition, state that this command rendered him important
service, and too much credit cannot be given to the officers and men
of this command for their energy and perseverance on this expedi-
tion. Starting out Avitli only eight days' rations, it subsisted them
thirteen. A portion of the road was almost impassable, but the men
Avent clieerfnlly to work building bridges, cutting out neAV roads, and
doing eA'erythiug in their power to forAvard the nj^ovement, and the
interest manifested shows that where such troops are serA'ing victory
is certain.
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No. 7.

Return of Casualties in the ITiird Division, Sixteenth Army Corps,

Brig. Oen. Andreiv J. Smith, U. S. Army, commanding, February
3-March 4.

Command. Killed.

1
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and inarched by way of Jackson and Hillsborough to Meridian,
Miss., and there aided in destroying the railroad for three days.
February ;20, it commenced the return march by Avay of Union

and Canton, destroying railroad at the latter place for two days, and
arrived at camp in rear of Vicksburg Marcli 4.

No. 10.

Report, of Brig. Gen. James C. Veafcli, U. S. Army, commanding
Fourth Division, of expedition to Meridian.

Sailed from Memi)ljis on board steam-boats Commercial, Em-
ma, Kenton, and Mars, 7 a. m., olst January, 1864. Arrived at
Helena, Ark., 6 p. m. same day. Found the Twenty-fifth Wiscon-
sin Infantrj'' preparing to move on board steamer Choteau, then lying
at the landing. Furnished Colonel Montgomery, the commanding
officer, with orders received from department headquarters, and
issued Special Orders, No. 2, requiring him to embark as soon as pos-
sible, and sail with the fleet in the m(jrning. At 10 o'clock the same
evening the fleet sailed, leaving the Twenty-fifth Wisconsin to
follow.

Landed at VicksbTi.rg 3 a. in., February 2, 1804, and went into
cani]) (J miles from the city.

February 3. inarched at 2 y>- 'i^-,- and camped on Clear Creek
;

roads good ; distance 4 miles.
February 4, marched at 5.30 a. m. ; halted on the east side of Big

Bhick River 10 a. in. The Second Brigade marched on to the church
at forks of the road, and camped at 4 a. m. of the 5th. First Brigade
and train, arriving 12 m., marched at 1 o'clock from the church,
and went into camp in an old field at -5 p. m. ; distance from Big
Black to the church, 8 miles ; from church to camp, 10 miles ; total

distance from Black River, 18 miles.

February 6, marched at 5 a. m. and Avent into camp 10 a. m. 4

miles west of Jackson. Distance of day's march, 8 miles.

February 7, crossed Pearl River at 4 p. m. (First Brigade ordered
to remain and destroy pontoon bridge across Pearl River), and
camped 3 miles west of Brandon 13 o'qJoc^ at night ; trains in the

road. Distance of day's march, 14 miles.

February 8, inarched at 11 a. m. ; halted at Brandon 12 m. ; resumed
the march at 2 p. m. , and camped 10 p. m. at the railroad. Distance
of day's march, 10 miles.

February 9, marched at 5.30 a. m. ; halted at Morris' Mills on Line
Creek, 134 miles from last night's camp, at 12 m.; at 1 o'clock re-

sumed the march, and passed through Morton 4 p. m., and there

received orders from Major-General Sherman to march to Shockalo
Creek, at which place we went into camp at 9 p>m. Distance of

day's march, 23 miles.

February 10, marched from Shockalo Creek at G a. m ; the cavalry
commenced skirmishing with the enemy's cavalry 1 mile from camp

;

arrived at Hillsboreugh, county seat of Scott County, at 9 a. m., 5

miles from last night's camp ; marched through Hillsborough and
crossed Talla Bogue Cn^ek, 3 miles eiist of HiHsborougli, 12 m.

;

went into camp at 2 ]>. m. Jjistance of day's march, 8 miles.
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February 11. marched frtnn Talla. Hduin' {'rrck a1 c a., ni. ; cro.ssed

Anticola Creek, 4 miles from Talln. Bo.^iio : Tnscalamcta, -4 miles

from Anticola; Bollabuslia, U miles from Tus(-alamota ; Coona-
hatta. 4 miles from Bollabuslia; cam])e(l on the Cooiialiatta at op.

m. Distance of day"s march, l.'J miles.

February 12. marched in rear of the Third Division at 8 a. m. ;

passed through [Decatur], 9 miles, at] 3 m. ; found tlu; town on fir(!

;

phiced the cavalry escort on guard iii the fo\v]i.and marched tlie

division through 1 mile beyond the city. The coi-ps train was fired

upon by rebel cavalry ; were instantly repulsed, dohig no damage.
Tliey, however, swept around and att;"icked that portion of tlie train

under charge of the Third Division; reacdied camp at 8 p. m., U

miles beyond Decatur, on Little Clumky River. Distance of day's

march, 15 miles.

February 13, marched from Little Chunky River 11. .'30 a. m. ;

crossed Tallisha Creek. 4 miles from Litth^ Chunky, at 2 p. m.
;

crossed Tallahatta, 4 miles from Tallisha, at ]). m. ; camped (juthe

Bogue Filliali, 1 mile from Tallahatta, at S ]>. m. Dista.nci^ of day's

march, 9 nules.

February 14, marched fi'om Bogue Filliah at G.30 a. m. ; ci'ossed

the Oktibbeha Creek and the Creek; camped at Meridian a

p. m. Distance of day"s march. 15 miles.

February 15, remained in camp at Meridia-n all day.
February Ki, marched to Marion Station, burning as much of the

Mobile and Ohio Railroad as ])ossibIe.

February 17, remained in camp ; troops burning railroad.

February IS, remained in camp diiring dLay, burning railroad and
grinding breadstuff for the command.
February ] 9, sent two regimeiits to Lauderdale Springs, in com-

pliance with letter received from Major-General Hurlbut ; the regi-

ments to destroy railroad, and. if possible, burn the station of

Lauderdale Springs, returning the same day. having burned cul-

verts, bridges, and part of the railroad as far as Lockhart's Station.

February 30, in comidiance with Major-Geiu^ral Sherman's Sjiecial

Field Orders, No. 30, marched at daylight, taking the advance of
the column; crossed BaiVs Creek, V) miles fi-om Mjirion, on the
Louisville road ; a large plantation on the west side belonging to

Mr. Holliday; crossed the Chickasawha I! miles beyond, and went
into camp at the junction of the Chickasawha and Finder Creeks at

5 o'clock. Distance of day's marcii, V'jh miles.

February 31. marched at daylight, crossed the Oktibbeha, 3 miles
from cam]) ; during the morning marched across a number of small
streams, said by the 2)eople to be dr\- dairing the summon season ;

10 miles from the Oktibbeha came tlu; old Choctav/ A'il]agegr(mnds
called . and near it, on the right side of tlie road, the planta-
tion of James AVilson ; 9 miles farther reached the town of Union,
consisting of one house ; found the enemy's cavalry fighting tlu;

guard to the train sent from Decatiir. Distai^ice of the day's march.
31 miles.

February 22, marched f]'om one-half mile east of Union at O.-'JO

a, m. ; reached camj) on the Bi;giii.^ Filliah, l.:)0 p. m. Distance of

day's march. 111 miles.

February 33, marched from the Bogue Filliali Creek at daylight ;

reached the Tusc.alameta Creek, 3 miles, at sum-ise ; found the
swamp one-quart(U' of a mile ou each side of the cj'eek in ba<l condi-

tion and causewayed ; crossed tin' xVuticola 3 miles farther ; Talla
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Bogui' Creek 4 miles favtlicv ; o;uii[)e(l :i miles T)oyoncl, one-half mile
east vi HillsLorougli. Distance of clay's march, 12t} miles.

February 2i, marched from Hillsborough 9.30 a. m., Third Divis-
ion in the advance : crossed the Shockalo Creek on the Canton road,
H miles : 3 miles farther crossed Haly's Creek ; went into camp 7i
miles beyond at 5 x>.

m. Distance of day's march, 12 miles.

Fehrtiary 25, marched at daylight. Third Division in the advance

;

marched 2 miles, and fonnd the rear of the Tliii-d Division still in

camp ; marched slowly in rear of the Third Division ; halted for

dinner on the Coffee Bogue Creek ; the pontoon bridge broke ; and
Avent into camp 2 miles beyond Coffee Bogue. Distance of the day's

march, 7 miles.

February 26, the head of column crossed the Pearl River at 11.30

o'clock ; the rear of the division crossed at 1 o'clock ; camped H
nules north of Canton at 7 p. m. Distance of day's march, 13 miles.

February 27, remained in camp during the day, the Thirty-second
Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry burning the Mississippi

Central Railroad, 1 mile west of the town
;
grinding corn meal at

the rate of 40 pounds per hour. The Twenty-fifth Regiment Indiana
Volunteer Infantry veteranized, and marched as escort to wagon
train to Vicksbxirg, in obedience to Special Field Orders, No. 9,

headc^uarters Sixteenth Army Corps.
February 2S, i-emained in camp during the day.

Feln-uar'y 20, remained in camp. The comnniud mustered. Thirty-

second Wisconsin tearing iip the track of the railroad in the after-

noon. Received hard bread, and orders to maix-h the next day

;

also ordering General Mower's brigade to march with Fourth Divis-

ion.

March 1. marched at 9 o'clock in the rear of the Third Division
;

closed on General Smith's column at 11 o'clock ;
halted for his train

io cross the flat ; while halted a party of foragers were driven in by
the enemy's ca^-alry ; sent the escort of cavalry, ;>') in number ; the

officer in" command soon reported two or more regiments of rebel

cavalry. Orders were sent to Colonel Howe to throw out skirmish-

ers and push forward the train ; the skirmishers to remain until

General Mower should show his heavy column. Colonel Howe, find-

ing the enemy in line of battle, threw out tAvo regiments of infantry,

driving the enemy oft' on the Jackson road, and causing a delay of

tAvo hours. As soon as recalled the column moved fovAvard, camp-

ing in Livingston at dark, HoAve's trai» b*.ing across the creek and

parked Avith Cooper's battery in the toAvn ; General MoAver's camped
on the creek east of the town, it being impossible to cross the creek

bottom in the night. Weather freezing. Distance of day's march,

12 miles. Troops suffering.

March 2, marched from Livingston at daylight. Third Division in

the advance. Tavo miles from Bogue Chitto came u]) Avith the rear

of Third Division, 11 a. m.. General Smith having been halted tn

build bridge ; crossed Bogue Chitto, the head of the division reach-

ing the bridge at G p. m.-' camped 3 miles beyond T3ogue Chitto, the

rear of the column (MoAA-er's brigade) reaching camp at 11 p. m.

Distance of day's march from Livingston to Bogue Chitto to camp,

3 miles ; total distance, 12 miles.

March 3, marcheTl at daylight. Fourth Division in advance. Gen-

eral MoAver's brigade taking the advance of the division ; passed

through BrownsA-ille, 4 miles, and halted at Queen's Hill Cliurch at

10 o'cTock, C mile.s ; crossed Big Black RiA-er. S miles. The rear of
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the division and train crossed at 20 minutes before 5 o'clock.

Camped on Sycamore Creek, 14 miles. Distance of day's march, 94

miles.

March 4, marched at daylight, and reached camp at 12. .30 p. m.,

camping north of Fort Hill, near Vicksbnrg. Distance of day's

march, IG miles.
[J. C. VEATCH,

Brigadier- General. J

[Inclosure No. 1.]

Casualties of Fourth Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, Departntent of the Ten-
nessee.

Command.
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teenth Army Corps, dated February 3, 1864. It was composed of

the following regiments, viz: Twenty-fifth Wisconsiij. Volunteers,
Thirty-fifth New Jersey Volunteers, and Thirty-third Missouri Vol-
unteers.
On the morning of the 7th of February, the Thirty-third Missouri

Volunteers was detached and ordered back as an escort fpr the pon-
toon train. The brigade accompanied the expedition to Meridian
and Marion, and thence, via Union, Hillsborough, and Canton, re-

turned to Vicksburg, which they reached at 1 p. m. of the 4th instant.

They were at no time engaged with the enemy, but on the 12th of

February the rear of the brigade, when near Decatur, was fired into,

no harm being done. A short time after one regiment (the Twenty-
fifth Wisconsin Volunteers) was sent back about 1 mile, and formed
line and threw out a company of skirmishers to protect the train,

which had been attacked while crossing Turkey Creek, on the out-

skirts of Decatur.
On the afternoon of the 16th, the brigade moved up from Meridian

to Marion, a distance of at least 5 miles, in 1 hour and 10 minutes, to

support Colonel Howe, who was engaged with the enemy, but arrived
after all was qiiiet.

On the 2oth, the brigade, being then in the extreme rear, was fired

into several times by guerrillas about 5 miles east of Pearl River.

Starting from Canton March 1, 1804. when we had advanced about
7 miles the Thirty-fifth New Jersey Volunteers were thrown out to

support the Thirty-second Wisconsin Volunteers, which had formed
a skirmish line for the purpose of protecting our train.

Hereto is annexed a list of casualties.*

All of which is respectfully submitted.
M. MONTGOMERY,

Colonel 25tli Wisconsin Vols., Comdg. Brigade.

Capt. F. W. Fox,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Uh Div., lUh Army Corps.

No. 13.

Report of Lieut. Col. Jeremiah. M. Rush, Twenty-fifth Wisconsin
Infantry, of expedition to Meridian..

Hdqrs. Twenty-fifth Wisconsin Infantry Vols.
,

Near Vicksburg, Miss., March 4, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to forwai'd to you the following (;onciso

report of our regiment on tlu; late expedition to Meridian, Miss., in

wliich we took part

:

On the 1st of February last the regiment emba|rked on board the

steamer H. Choteau, with orders to report at Vicksburg, Miss.,

where we arrived at 8 p. m. on the 2d. Here we were ordered to

store all surplus property pertaining to the regiment, taking nothing

with us but what cpuld he carried by officers and men.
February 3. the 'troops belonging to the Fourth Division, Six-

teenth Army Corps, to which we were assigned, under command of

* Embodied in revised statement, p. 191.
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General Veatcli, consisting of six regiments, -were organized in two
brigades, Col. M. Montgomery taking command of the First Bri-

gade, and Colonel Howe, of the Thirty-second Wisconsin, taking

command of the Second Brigade, since which time I have been in

command of the regiment.
We proceeded in line of march for parts then unknown, crossed

Big Black River on pontoons, and reached Jackson on the 7th
;
passed

through Brandon, Hillsborough, Decatur, Little Chunky, and other

places of less note, and reached Meridian, Miss., on the lith and
camped near the railroad.

Here we remained until the 16th, when we received orders to move
to Marion, 5 miles distant, to support the Second Brigade, who were
there fighting. On our arrival fighting had ceased, and the enemy
routed. Here Ave remained till the 20th, tearing up railroad, destroy-

ing bridges, culverts, &c., and doing picket duty, grinding corn,

foraging, capturing horses and mules.
Having fulfilled entirely and well the object of the expedition, we

were ordered to return to the Mississippi River to embai'k in an
equally important movement by the way of Union, Hillsborough,
and Canton, where we encamped on the 26th, and Avhere we remained
till March 1, during which time we foraged and were on picket
duty.
We then proceeded to Vicksburg by way of Livingston, Browns-

ville, crossed Big Black River, reaching Vicksburg the ith of March.
The whole distance marched with expedition was near -iOO miles

in thirty-one days. During most of the time we were on half ra-

tions, but foraged for the other half, and did not suffer much except
for the want of bread.

Diiring this hazardous expedition in entering the heart of the en-
emy's country we have been peculiarly fortunate as a regiment,
having lost not a man by straggling or neglect when men have
fallen out of line through fatigue, while other regiments have lost

men, as their reports will show, I believe from these causes. Our
moans of transportation were very limited, restricted to 2 army
wagons and 2 ambiilances, and reserved for forage and ammunition.
Many thanks are due the officers for their vigilance all along the

route, and the men generally appreciated the care and efforts made
in their behalf and obeyed the orders to the letter, i)ublished from
time to time to the regiment.
From the time we crossed Big BlacTc River until wo reci'ossed it

was one continued skirmish, the rebels watching for opportunities
to harass us, laying heavy timber in impassable places, burning
bridges, &c.
On the 12th of February, our regiment and train were fired into

from the woods while passing, but no damage done. We halted
and formed line of battle, sent out skirmishers to scour the woods,
biit the rebels had fled.

The casualties incident to our regiment sinc^we left Helena, Ark.,
on the 1st Feburary, are as follows: Private James Lick, Company
C, while watering ambulance horses on board the H. Choteau, acci-

dentally fell overboard and was lost in the Mississippi River on the
2d of February'. Private George W. Louthain, Company I, shot by
accidental discharge of his gun while falling in company for line of
march at Little Chunky Creek, Mississippi, on the 1 3th of Feburary.
Private John W. Bayse, Company B, died of typhoid fever at De-
catur^ Miss., on the 21st of February. At the time of his death was
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Avitli division teajiis. TJie iibove :> lueii were iiiiiversally respected in
tlii'ii; companies. au<'i l\y all in tho I'eginiont who knew them. The
s(n-vice has lost in tlicse iiitai eneryetic, prompt, and good soldiers,

lli^spectfullv submirtcd.

J. M. RUSK,
Lit-uicnanf-Coloue-l, Commanding the Regiment.

His Excellency Jamics T. ]_lKA^'I.s.

'.Tun rnur Sfate of W iticoiiHiii.

No. 13.

Ifinnriry of the Rpcoiid Brigade. Fourth Division. Sixteenth Army
Corps. Col. .James H. JLjice. Tliirttj-second Wisconsin Infantry,
commanding, FeUraanj :i-3IarcJi ol.*

Febrnary ;), this brigade was organized and composed of the
Thirty-second Wisconsin, Tw<>nty-fifth Indiana, Seventeenth New
York Veteran Volnnteers, and Battery D, Second Illinois Light
Artillery.

Febrnar>' i, inarched toward Jackson. Miss.
Fcin'uaiy 7. awived at Jackson. (Occupied the 2)lace as rear-

unard of the Sixteenth Anny Corjis until army all passed; then de-
si roved the enemy's pontoon bridge, over which tli'j army had
c-]-()ssed, and by a night march overtook the main body on the Stli.

Febrnary 8, marched through Brandon, Morton, ancl Hillsborough
to Decatur.
February T-i. had just passed through Decatur when the enemy's

cavalry attacked train of Smith's division; were handsomely re-

pi^lsed by the Twenty-fifth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Rheinlander,
v.ithout loss.

February 14, marclied into Meridian, Miss.
February 15, marclied up the Mobile and Ohio Railroad toward

Marion, entirely destroying the road as we moved up. The advance
guard, three companies of the Twenty-fifth Indiana, under Lieuten-
ant-Colo]iel Rheinlander, was fired ujjon by the enemy's cavalry
from the towir of Marion in some force. Two companies of the
Twenty-fifth Indiana and three compauies of the Tliirty-second
Wisconsin, with battery, were ordered up. The enemy were driven
out of town rai)i(lly, with loss of i killed and a number wounded,
and the town was occupied. Remained in Marion until the 19th,

wlien tlie Tliirt\'-sec(ni<l Wisconsin and Twenty-fifth Indiana, under
command of Colonel Howe, marched 2 miles beyond Lockhart's Sta-

tion, on the Mobile and Ohio Raili'oad. desti-oyijig all bridges and
culverts, the statioii building, lumbei-, and the large hospital build-

ings of tli(5 enejuy : returned at night.

Febi-uary "^0, marched toward Vicksburg
;
passed through Union

and Hillsborough.
February 20, arrived at Canton ; remained in camp at that place

until March 1.

;\rarcli ). brigade broke cam]).

March ''>. crossed the Big Black River.

* From niuiithly returns.
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March -1, arrived in Vicksburg and remained in camp iintil the

9th, between which time and the 14th the brigade was moved by
regiments and detachments on transports to Memphis, Tenn. Went
into camp at Hopefield. Ark. ; remained luitil the 17th, between
which time and the 33d the brigade was moved by regiments on
transports to Cairo. IlL

March 33. the brigade moved on transpoiis to Columbus, Ky.,

and took railroad to Moscow, Ky., to repel an expected attack from
General Forrest ; found him gone, and returned to Columbus same
night.
March 33, returned to Cairo.

March 35, at night, the Thirty-second Regiment Wisconsin In-

fantry, under command of Col. James H. Howe, embarked on trans-

ports and proceeded to Paducah, Ky., to repel an attack made on
that place by General Forrest.

March 2G,' arrived at Paducah early in the morning. Forrest had
left when the regiment arrived. The balance of the brigade took
transports in the afternoon and proceeded up tlie Ohio River ; were
joined by the Thirty-second Wisconsin, and the whole brigade pro-
ceeded up the Tennessee River, under orders to join the command of

General Dodge at Athens, Ala.
March 39, arrived at Athens in the afterntJon.

March 30, moved to Purdy to intercept General Forrest in his

anticipated return through that place.

Marcli 31, in the afternoon marched back to Athens and embarked
on transports.

'No. U.

Reports of Maj. Gen. James B. McFherson, U. S. Army, command-
ing Seventeenth Armii Corps, of expedition to Meridian and
operations on Yazoo Hirer, wdh itinera nj of the corps, FeJiruary
'd-March IS.

Headquarteks Seventeenth Army Corps.
Vickshiiry, Miss., March 8, l.sij-i.

General: I have the satisfactiou of reporting to you that Colo-
nel Coates, in command of our forces, repulsed tlio enemy (two bri-

gades, Ross' and Richardson's) at Yazoo City, on Saturday, the 5th
instant, after a desperate contiict, which lasted from 10 a. m. till 4
p. m. The battle, part of the time, was a regular ]);uul-to-hand fight

through the streets.

Colon. 1 Coates' loss was 10 killed, 89 wounded, and] 8 missing.
The enemy's loss was much greater, and among his killed was a
major and a lieutenaid', belonging to Richardson's command.

Colonel Coates held possession of Yazoo Ci*y all day Sundaj% and
embarked his command Sunday evening and is on his way down. I

am expecting him here to-day, when 1 will write you a full report.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. B. Mcpherson,
Major- General.

Maj. Gen. W. T. Shekm.4.n.
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Headquarters Seventeenth Army Corps.
V-icksburg, Miss., March IG, 1864.

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of my command during the recent expedition into the
interior of Mississippi

:

In accordance with instructions from the major-general com-
manding, the Third Division, Brig. Gen. M. D. Leggett command-
ing ; the Fourth Division, Brig. Gen. M. M. Crocker commanding

;

the Third Brigade, First Division, Brig. Gen. Alexander Chambers
commanding, and the Cavalry Brigade, Col. E. F. Winslow com-
manding, were directed to hold themselves in readiness to march
about the 1st of February. Pontoons were prepared, and the train

titted up under the direction of C ptain Kossak, aide-de-cainjj and
engineer officer, for the construction of a bridge at Messingers Ferry,
on the Big Black, for the passage of Major-General Hurlbut's com-
mand, and a floating bridge near the railroad bridge on the main
Jackson road, for the passage of my own command. The latter

was constructed by Brigadier-General Force's brigade, under the
supervision of Capt. A. Hickenlooper, chief engineer of the corps.

On the 3d, the different divisions and brigades were assembled at

this ijoint by 12 m. The cavalry was immediately ordered across,

with directions to push forward rapidly and secure the bridge across

Baker's Creek, near Champion's Hill, which was done, the main
portion of the command following, and bivouacking for the night

in the vicinity of Edwards' Depot.
At an early hour the next morning, the 4th, the command was in

motion, the infantry and artillery following the main road to Clin-

ton, and the cavalry, as instructed, keeping well out on the right

flank. At Ch mpion's Hill the first resistance was met wit i, where
Ave encountered Colonel Starke's brigade of cavalry, with two pieces

of artillery. Two regiments of Crocker's division were immedi-
ately deployed, a heavy line of skirmishers thrown to the front,

and the whole command ordered forward, driving the enemy easily

and steadily over a very broken country, with little loss on our

side. The retrograde movements of the enemy were accelerated

by the vigorous operations of Winslow's cavalry on their flanks

;

by da.rk they were driven hurriedly across the creek east ;of Bolton,

the bridge saved, and my command bivouacked near the junction of

the Clinton, Bolton, and Raymond roads.

«

During the night Starke's brigade was joined by Ferguson's from
Okolona. and Maj. Gen. S. D. Lee assumed command in the field.

The enemy occupied a good position on the hills on the east side of

the creek." and everything indicated that they intended to contest

the ground stubbornly.
As soon as it was light enough to see on the morning of the 5th,

the command was put in motion, Leggett's division in advance.

Two brigades of this division were deployed and ordered to advance

in line of battle under cover of artillery fire fro^ii two 20-i)ounder

and two 10-pounder Parrotts. The enemy soon gave way, and were

pushed so rapidly and persistently by these two" brigades into and
through Clinton that tlie march of the main column was not checked.

The cavalry of Winslow, operating on their flank, entered Clinton

by the Raymond road jiist as the advance of our infantry was
coming in on the Jackson road and the rear of the enemy going out

eastward.

14 R R—VOL XXXII, PT 1
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At Clinton I received instructions from the major-general com-
manding to bear to the south, and, if possible, get into a plantation

road wliich entered Jackson between the Clinton and Jackson and
Raymond and Jackson roads, while Major-General Hnrlbut's com-
mand would follow the main Clinton and Jackson road. After
bearing off across the fields about 2i miles, the road was reached
with the advance of the infantry, and came up with the rear of our
cavalry.

Colonel Winslow was now directed to crowd the enemy vigor-

ously, outflank his cavalry, if possible, and get into Jackson before

him, and informed that the main column of infantry would follow

him rapidly and give him all the support he needed. He moved for-

ward as directed, came upon the flank of Lee's cavalry, which was
slowly falling back on the main road before Hurlbut's advance. A
dashing charge was made here by the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry,
routing the enemy and capturing 1 piece of artillery, caisson and
limber complete, with horses and artillerymen.
The enemy retreated toward Jackson, so closely followed by

Winslow's cavalry that they had no time to form behind the
iutrenchments. A disjjosition to make a stand in the center of the
town was shown by them, but a few cannon shot from the battery
which accompanied our cavalry started them on the retreat, a small
portion crossing Pearl River on a pontoon bridge near the town to
French's division, which was on the east side a few miles distant,

and the majority taking the Canton road, on which it was reported
Loring was advancing with a view of effecting a junction with
French. Winslow's cavalrj' dashed rapidly into the town and down
to the river in time to save the materials of the pontoon bridge,
though not in time to prevent its being cut loose and partially floated
down the stream.

It was now dark; the advance division of infantry (Leggett's) was
2^ miles from the town and had already marched 18 miles sin«e
morning, 10 miles of this distance skirmishing continually with the
enemy, the leading brigade deployed in line of battle. Not deem-
ing it prudent to leave the cavalry in town unsupported, I sent back
word to know if one of the brigades would volunteer to go into
Jackson with me that night ; that the distance was 2-\ miles. The
First Brigade (Force's) replied that they would go if it was 10 miles.
It was accordingly marched in and placed in position behind the
enemy's intrenchments on the Cantbh^road, at 10.30 p. m.
At an early hour the next morning the pioneer corps of Leggett's

and Crocker's divisions, under the direction of Cajjtain Hicken-
looper, chief engineer, commenced collecting the materials and re-
constructing the bridge, which was finished by 3.30 p. m., when
Brigadier-General Chambers' brigade commenced crossing, followed
by Crocker's and Leggett's divisions.
February 7, moved forward at sunrise and eiitered Brandon with-

out serious opposition, bivouacking 1 mile ^ast of the town. At
this point Winslow's cavalry, whiclihad been left behind at Jackson,
came up and took the advance and retained it until we reached
Meridian.
February 8, -at fi a. m., resumed the march, our cavalry skirmish-

ing mc^re or less witli the enemy, and bivouacked with the main force
on Line Creek, 4^ miles from Morton, cavalry about 2 miles in ad-.
vance. Shortly before dai'k it was reported that Loring and French
had formed a junction at Morton, and were disposed to give battle.
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A reconnaissance during the night and early on the following morn-
ing developed the fact that the enemy had retired during the night
in the direction of Meridian.
February I), resumed the march at 0, and entered the town of

Morton about 9 a. m., and went into camp to let the Sixteenth Army
Corps pass to the front. Heavy details were made and sot to work
destroying the railroad, 3 miles of which was torn up, ties burned,
and iron bent.

FebriTary 10, resumed march at G a. m., and went into camp on
Talla Bogue, 3^ miles east of Hillsborough, the county seat of Scott
County.
February 11, moved out at a. m., and went into camp on Tus-

calameta Creek, having made only 8 miles. The roads were heavy,
and the bridges had to be repaired and the swamps corduroyed.
Captain Foster Avitli escort company. Fourth Ohio Independent Cav-
alry, and three companies of Fourth Illinois Cavalry, was sent to
Lake Station on the railroad, and destroyed the railroad buildings,
machine-shops, turning-table, several cars, and one locomotive, not
in running order, and returned, having had some little skirmishing
with the enemy's cavalry, which continually hovered on ouj flank
and rear, to pick up small foraging parties and stragglers.
February 12, pioneer corps at work at an early hour, corduroying

road through Tuscalameta Swamp. Command moved forward as
soon as the road was ready and reached Decatur at 5 p. m. , distance
15 miles, and went into camp.
February 13, resumed the march at G a. m.. and went into camp

near the Tallahatta Creek. Supjily trains of the two corps were
corraled at this point, and a guard of four regiments of infantry
and one battery of artillery, besides Chambers' brigade, left with it.

February 14. resumed the mai'ch at C a. m., Force's b}'igade being
detached, and directed to proceed to Chunky "s Station, 8 miles south,
and destroy the I'ailroad bridges, trestle-work, depot, &c., at that
station, and then rejoin his division by a road bearing northeast.
Shortly before reaching the station he encountered the rear guard of
Wirt Adams' brigade of cavalry, drove them in disorder across the
creek, and captured seven wagons, and then drove them out of the
town and accomplished the work he was sent to perform. The main
]Dortion of the command moved forward and camped on Oktibbeha
Creek, -ti miles from Meridian.
February 15, Crocker's and Leggetf's divisions moved forward

into Meridian, camping on the south and west sides, the Sixteenth
Corps occupying the north and east. In the afternoon the pioneer
companies and Brig. Gen. T. Kilby Smith's brigade wore set to work
destroying railroads, machinerj^, &c.
February IG, Crocker's division, with the Eleventh Illinois Cav-

alry, marched to Enterprise, with directions to send the cavalry
regiment and brigade of infantry to Quitman, 29 miles south of

Meridian, for the purpose of destroying the bridge 'mcross the Chick-
asawha River and the trestle-work through Alligator Swamp, on the
Mobile and Ohio Railroad.
February 17 and 18, Crocker's division, which went to Quitman,

remained in Enterprise and vicinity, teariiig u]j the railroad.

On the 19th, marched back to the Oktibbeha, 4.] miles west of
Meridian. Colonel Potts' brigade, of Leggett's division, was sent
Avest on the line of the Southern Railroad to Chunky's Statioji, with
iiistriictions to burn every bridge and trestle-work over a distance of
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18 miles, and on reaching Chunky's Station to go north to the cor-

ral and relieve Chambers' brigadel^ which would then come forward.
The other two brigades of Leggett's division (Force's and Maltby's)
were employed tearing up the railroads and destroying Government
buildings.
February 20, at 7 a. m., commenced our return march via Decatur,

Hillsborough, Canton, and Brownsville, crossed Pearl River at Rat-
litf's Ferry, on a temporary bridge constructed by the pioneer corps
of the Third and Fourth Divisions and Chambers' brigade, and
reached Canton on the evening of the 2Gtli, without any molestation
from the enemy.
March 1, left Canton, the rear guard marching out about 4 p. m.,

and bivouacked about 5 miles west on the Livingston road. Two
days before leaving Canton two brigades of the enemy's cavalry
came up, and as we moved out of the town made demonstrations on
our rear guard, but with trifling effect. They continued to harass
our rear, and make slight demonstrations on our flanks iiiitil we
passed Brownsville, always keeping, however, at a respectful distance
from the infantry.
March 4, command crossed Big Black on our rctxirn, and resumed

its oi'iginal positions.

The following is a compendium of the o])erations of the several
divisions of my command on the expedition:

Third Division. Brig. Gen. M. D. Leggett.

Miles marched 350
Miles railroarl destroyed 24
Railroad bridges destroyed 52
Feet of trestle-work destroyed 4, 000
Cars destroyed 10
Car-wheels destroyed ] 24
Steam-inills belonging to C. S. Army destroyed 3
Wagons belonging to reliel annv destroyed 15
Men killed

." '.

7
Men woundeil (13 severely. H slightly) 21
Men missing (39 captured when on duty, 7 stragglers) 46

Fuurtli Division. Brig. Gen. M. M. Croriicr.

JMiles marcheil 365
Jliles railroad destroyed T. .

*. 24
Feet trestle-work destro-s-ed 1 . 910
Men killed " 4
Men wounded (1 otticer and 12 men) 13
Men missing 44

Third Brigade. First Division. Brig. Ge)i. Ali'.raiider Chawhcrs.

Miles marched 340
Miles railroad desti'oyod .^ 6f
Bridges destroyed 1

Feet of trestle-work destroyed 165
LocomotiTes destroyed 19

Railroad cars destroyed in

Men killed ^..'. 3

Men wounded 2

Men missing (1 commissioned officer. 13 enlisted men) 14

Large number of car-wheels and trucks destroyed.
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Cavalry Brigade, Col. E. F. Winslow.

Men killed 9
Men woiuided 26
Jlt'ii missijig 9

The troops subsisted for the most part upon tlie country, relymg
only on tlie supply train U)v small-stores. Large nnml.>ers oi" wagons,
horses, mules, and cattle werehrouglitin, taken principally from dis-

loj^al men.

Recapitulation.

ililes marched 360
Miles railroad destroyed 55
Kiiilvciad bridges and culverts destroyed 53
Feet of trestle-work destroyed 6, 075
Cars destroyed 28
liOLOuiotives destroy(?d 19
(. in-\vlieels destroyed 724
Steam-iuills belonging to C. S. Army destroyed 3
C'oiifederate wagons destroj-ed 15
Knlisted men killed 13
C'lininiissioned officers wounded 1

Enlisted men wounded 61
Commissioned otiicers missing 1

Enlisted men missing 112

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

JAS. B. M(<PHERSON,
Major- General.

Maj. R. M. Sawyer,
Assistant Adjutant- Genei-al.

Itinerary of tlie Seventeenth Army Corps, Maj. Gen. James B. Mc-
Plierson, U. S. Army, commanding, February 'd-March 18.*

February 3, the Third Brigade, First Division, Brig. Gen. Alex-
ander Chambers commanding ; the Third Division (with the excep-

tion of the Eighty-tirst Illinois Infantry, suffering from small-jjox,

and the Twenty-niuth Illinois Infantry, stationed at Natchez, Miss.),

in command of General Leggett ; the Fourth Division, commanded
by General M. M. Crocker, and the cavalry forces, in command of

Col. E. F. Winslow, Fourth Iowa Cavati-y* left Vicksburg for ex-

pediition toward Meridian. Distance marched, 19 miles.

February 4, encountered the enemy at Champion's Hill and skir-

mished with him the entire day, advancing cautiously.

February 14, reached Meridian with some skirmishing and pro-

ceeded to destroy railroad, cars, &c.
February 15, the Fourth Division went to Enterprise.

February 10, the Third Brigade, Fourth Division, went to Quit-

man . -»

February 10, started on return march.
February 28. reached Canton.
February 29, encamped at Canton.
March l, the Third and Fourth Divisions and Third Brigade,

First Divi.sion, at Canton, Miss.

March 5, returned to Vicksburg. The Eleventh Illinois Infantry,

with a portion of the colored troops, is at Yazoo City.

* From monthly returns.
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March 7, Brig. Gen. T. Kilby Smith, with a portion of the Third
Iowa Infantry. Forty-first Illinois Infantry, Fourteenth Wisconsin
Infantry. Thirty-third Wisconsin, Ninety-fifth Illinois, and Eighty-
first Illinois, and Battery M, First Missouri Light Artillery, ordered
up Red River.
March IS, Brigadier-General McArthur assigned to command of

post and defenses of Vicksburg and Natchez during absence of

Major-General McPherson. General Leggett ordered to Ohio to

superintend recruiting for veteran regiments of his command. *

No. 15.

Report, of Capt. Andreiv Hiekenlooper, Fifth Ohio Battery, Chief
Engineer, of expeditioti, to Meridian.

Hdqrs. Seventeenth Army Corps, Engineer's Office,
Vicksburg, March 25, 1864.

General : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of tlie engineer department of the Seventeenth Army
Corps duriiig the recent march to Meridian, Miss., and return, as
also to submit the accompanying topographical mapt of the route
followed

:

On the 19th of January I received an order from you to construct
a bridge across Big Black River at the railroad bridge, the imme-
diate supervision of the work being assigned to Captain Black,
engineer ofiicer of the Third Division. In company with him I made
the necessary examination and selected the site for the bridge at the
old road just above the railroad bridge, where the stream was about
200 feet in width, and gave Captain Black the necessary orders to
biiild a combination pontoon and float biidge to consist of five pon-
toons and four rafts. The Third Division pioneer corps was ordered
to rej^ort to him at Big Black River, and also such infantry details,

wagons, &c. , as he might require, were to be furnished by the com-
manding officer of the forces stationed at the bridge.

Aboitt the same time I also commenced a map of the country
between Vicksburg and the Tombigbee River, over which we ex-
pected to move. ^ -^

The bridge over Big Black River was 220 feet in length and 11 feet
in width, furnished, in accordance with the original plan, on Mon-
day morning, January 25.

January .31, completed three copies of the map of the country
between Vicksburg and Tombigbee River. The engineer force of
the Seventeenth Army Cor]>s consisted of the Third and Fourth
Divisions pioneer corps, under the .immediate direction of Captain
Black, engineer officer Third Division, and Captain Merritt, engineer

* Furloughs gi-anted in the month of March to the re-enlisted veterans of the
Fourteenth, Fifteenth, Twentieth. Tliirtieth, Thirty-first, Thirty-second, Forty-
first, Forty-fifth, and J'iftv-third Illinois ; the Thirtv-second and Fifty-third Indiana

;

the Third, Elevenih, Thirteenth, Fifteenth, and Sixteeenth Iowa : the Twentieth,
Thirty-second, and Sixtj'-eighth Ohio, and the Twelfth and Sixteenth Wisconsin In-
fantry Regiments ; the Third, Fourth, and Eleventh Illinois and Tenth Missouri
Cavalry, and the Thirteenth Oliio Battery.

t To appear in the Atlas.
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officer Fourth Division. To Lieut. H. M. Bush and assistants, S.

Davis and S. W. Dunning, was assigned the toj)Ograp}iical survey of
the route followed by tlie corps.

February 3, the command having rendezvoused at Big Black
River, the column commenced moving over at 10 a. m. The Fourth
Division encamped at Edwards' Depot, Third Division at Amster-
dam, Tliird Brigade, First Division, at Big Black, EiVer. Roads
generally good, but rather heavy for 2 miles east of the river.

Fel)ruary 4, moved over rather hilly country on good roads about
lOi miles to good camping ground on brancli of Baker's Creek,
south of Bolton Station. Crossed Baker's Creek 4:^ miles east of

Edwards' Depot. Tliis is a small, sluggish stream, with steep banks,
making it impassable except by bridging. Soil, clay loam, easily

worked up by a train during wet weather. No preparatio)is for
cultivating visible.

February 5, moved eastwardly over rolling and uneven country
with good roads until within 6 miles of Jackson, when we turned
soutli through fields and marshy grounds for about 2i miles to south

, Jackson road. Passed through Clinton, a small wooden town, about
3 p. m. Town now nearly deserted. The advance reached and en-

camped at Jackson, but main force encamped on a small stream 3^
miles west. Soil similar to yesterday. Some little preparations for

cultivating visible. Forage scarce ; length of march, lof miles.

February C, the pontoon bridge used by the rebels, and apparently
just completed, having been destroyed, the pioneer corps were or-

dered forward, and the site for a new pontoon bridge selected about
100 yards below the old crossing, where the stream was only about
130 feet in width. The construction of the western portion of the

bridge, with approaches, &c., was assigned the Third Division

pioneer corps, under personal supervision of Captain Black, engi-

neer officer, while the eastern portion with debouche was assigned

to Fourth Division pioneer corps, under charge of Captain Merritt,

engineer officer. Operations commenced about 10 a. m. by the col-

lection of necessary material, which was found in abundance along

the shore, and taken from the wreck of the bridge above. Several

good pontoons were found in the drift, about 200 yards below, and
one very fine one was found in the woods near the old railroad

bridge, launched, and brought up to site of new bridge by a detail

from the Third Brigade, First Division. Crib abutments were con-

structed on both sides of the river, with cftrduroyed approaches and
debouche. The stream being about 130 feet in width, seven boats of

a floating capacity of about 12,500 pounds each were used with 3 by 8-

iucli stringers bolted and braced, and l^-inch flooring with 0-inch

guides. Bridge and approaches completed at 3 p. m., and the Third
Brigade, First Division, moved over and encamped upon very poor,

marshy ground near a small creek, about 2 miles east of bridge.

Two small bridges were destroyed by the enemy at this point, and
were rebuilt by the pioneer corps of the Third Division during the

night. The weather, which had up to this time been very mild, sud-

denly turned cold and windy.
February 7, moved eastwardly for the first 3 miles over Pearl

River swamp on heavy embankments and good roads. From Pearl

River swamp we moved over slightly undulating country, covered

with pine interspersed with oak and considerable underbrush, to

Brandon, the county seat of Rankin County, a small town. No im-

portant buildings. Soil, light red clay and loam. Section of country
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nortli and Avest from Brandon, from 1 to o miles distant, reported pro-
ductive and wealthy. Encamped on a small creek of indifferent

water, about 1 mile northeast of town, where some corduroy roads
were built by Fourth Division pioneer corps. Details were also sent
out to destroy railroad. Length of march, 1-3 miles. Forage, beef,

pork, and corn sufficient for one trip; no surplus left.

February 8, route nearly northeast all day over low ridges, cov-
ered with pine and scattering oak ; underbrush thin. Very sparsely
settled by ignorant people tired of the war. Encamped on Pela-
hatchie Creek, a small, clear stream of excellent water and good
sandy bottom, easily forded at this point; length of march, 17f miles.

Forage not abundant. About dark, in accordance with your orders,

1 made a reconnaissance of the west bank for about 5 miles north-
Avest, and found it to be a low, SAvampy country, intersected by
numerous sloughs or creeks impassable for anything but small bodies
of infantry. The Fourth Di\'ision pioneer corps engaged in re-

building small bridge across Pelahatchie Creek and repairing roads.
February 9. marched only oi miles, over ridges similar to yester-

day, to Morton, a station on the Southei'n Railroad. Avhere we went
into camp for the purpose of alloAving the Sixteenth Army Corps to
pass us and take the advance. Camped on high groimd Avith water
inconvenient and rather poor. Active preparations for cultivating
visible. Heavy details from infantrj^ and jjioneer corps destroying
railroads.

February 10, moA^ed eastward over low, rolling pine country, with
occasionally high hills and ridges ; oak underbrush ; soil poor, red
clay and sand. Eoads generally good, but in some places very bad,
requiring corduroying. A few days' lain would renderthem almost
impassable for a large train. Verj^ few settlers along the road, but
all busy preparing for corn. Encamped on Taala Creek, 3^ miles
east of Hillsborough, the county seat of Scott County, a small,
Avooden toAvn, nearly deserted, and noAv mostly destroyed by fire.

Forage, beef, pork, and corn plenty. Campiiig-ground very good.
Water excellent and convenient. Length of march, IG^ miles.
February 11. accompanied ca.valry expedition to Lake Station, on

Southern Railroad, where we destroyed one-fourth mile railroad, 1

culvert, 2 locomotives, 35 cars, 1 dejjot, 1 Avarehouse, 1 machine-shop,
2 mills, and 1 water-tank. Marched only 7i miles over heavy roads,
but less hilly country than formerly. Much corduroying required;
during wet Aveather road Avould be nearly impassable for a large train
without considerable Avork by pioneers. Wealthy plantations re-
ported on both flanks 3 or 4. miles distant. Encamped on Tuscala-
meta Creek on good ground. Water convenient.
February 12, commenced work on road tlirough Tuscalameta

Swamp at .5.30 a. m., with both pioneer corps. General Hurlbut's
train still in the SAvamp. Very heavy work, over 3,000 feet of cor-
duroying and repairing. Road finished by the time the Sixteenth
Army Corps train Avas fairly out of the Avay. The route lay this
morning, after passing Tuscalameta SAvamp, OArer rolling jDine coun-
try, sparsely settled, to Decatur, the ccmnty seat of Newton County,
a A^ery small toAvn containing but little more than fhe necessary
county, buildings. Soil, similar to yesterday. Forage, beef, and
pork sufficient. .Camping-ground dry. Water good, and conven-
ient. Length of march, l-l^ miles.
February 13, moved nearly east all day over very heavy roads,

requiring considerable repairing. Passed several very good planta-
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tic*is, and a very wealtliy settlement was reported this p. m. 4 miles
to the left. Encamped on an abandoned plantation west of the Tal-
lahatta, a small stream witli limestone bottom and banks; excellent
water. The supply train was corraled at this point, and pioneer
tridn rediiced to six wagons. Forage and meat sufficient. Rails
scarce.

February li, pioneer corps at work at 5.30 a. m. building bridge
across Tallahatta Creek and cordftroying the swamp. Command
commenced moving at 9 a. m. , route nearly east. During the a. m.
turned suddenly soiith at Sukelena Creek, from the Marion road,
and camped on the banks of the Oktibbeha near Matthews' planta-
tion. During the morning passed over some ridges quite high, cov-
ered with pines, no oak or underbrush. Roads obstructed with
fallen trees. Water good and convenient. Marched about 13 miles.

February 15, rebuilt a bridge across a branch of the Oktibbeha,
and moved on into Meridian, a small Confederate town at the junc-
tion of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad with the Southern Railroad.
Town wholly sustained by Confederate Government. Forage and
provisions plenty. Water good and convenient. Length of march,

4-J miles. The weather, which up to tliis time had been very fine,

changed during the night and to-day rained quite hard.
February 16, heavy infantry jietails, with Third Division pioneer

corps, destroying railroad, which was effected by taking up the rails

and piling the ties together 5 or 6 feet wide and 4 feet high, balanc-

ing the rails on their sides with weights on each end, and setting

fire to the piles. The rails would invariably bend from 30 to 40 de-

grees. We found this to be the most effective manner of destroy-

ing the road. The Fourth Division pioneer corps accompanied its

division to Enterprise. I also sent Assistant Dunning forward with
General Crocker to sketch the route. Weather clear, but cold.

February 17, destruction of railroad continues. Lieutenant Bush
and Assistant Davis at work sketching Meridian and vicinity.

Weather quite cold, but clear.

February 18, heavy details .still at work on railroad. Weather
very cold.

F"ebruary 19. still tearing up railroad. Weather exceedingly cold;

light snow flying. Lieutenant Bush, topographical engineer, was
ordered to report and accompany General Sherman, and Assistant

S. Davis was placed in charge.
February 20, in obedience with your ,i)r4ers, I took charge of a

detail of two companies, and destroyed all the public buildings, ar-

senal (containing about 1,000 stand of worthless guns), depots, ware-

houses, &c. The command commenced the retrogade march at 6.30

a. m. , and moved back OA^er same road over which we advanced. I

remained with a detail of cavalry, and destroyed the bridge over the

Oktibbeha after the rear guard had passed. Weather clear and cold.

We encamped on Tallahatta Creek, having marched 17 miles.

February 31, leaving camp at 7 a. m., we moved on into Decatur,

about 13 miles.
"*

February 23, leaving Decatur at 7 a. m., we moved on rapidly until

we struck Tuscalameta Swamp, where it became necessary to do con-

siderable repairing and recorduroying. We encamped on Untuck-

aloo Creek. Lengtlt> of march, about 17 miles. Camping-ground
good, and water convenient.

February 23, leaving camp at 0.30 a. m., command moved through
Hillsborough at 3 p. m. , and encamped on Shockalo Creek, about 3
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miles west of town. In .'ic-eordfuice Avitli your orders, I pushecPon
in advance for tlie purpose of making a sketch of the roads leading

from Hillsborough toward Canton, which plat and report was handed
to you upon your arrival. Length of march, 12 miles.

February 34, in accordance with your orders, I accompanied the

Third Brigade with the pioneer corps on the direct road to Canton
for the purpose of constructing a bridge across Pearl. River at Rat-
liflE's Ferry. Our route was northwest during the forenoon, but
nearly west in the afternoon, over an excellent road. Oak ridges,

with scattering pine and underbrush. Fine plantations under excel-

lent cultivation ; forage and provisions of all kinds in abundance.
Halted for about three hours at Coffee Bogue, ] 7 miles from Hills-

borough, to allow the men to rest and get dinner, and then moved
on to Ratliff's ijlantation, 23 miles from Hillsborough, where the
infantry went into camji on good ground, but water poor and incon-
venient. I ordered the pioneer corps, under the division engineer
officer, to tear down all the buildings on Ratliff's plantation in which
there was lumber suitable for the proposed bridge, and accompanied
the cavalry advance to Pearl River, Si miles, for the purpose of

locating the site of the bridge, which was selected at a point about
250 yards below the old ferry. Here we secured the ferry-flat, and
sent two companies of cavalry to Edwards' Ferry, about 12 miles
above, to bring down the ferry-boat. They arrived with it about 10
a. m. I then returned to Ratliff's plantation, where I learned that
the Third and Foiirth Divisions of our corps had, after leaving Hills-
borough, moved west on the old Morton road, 13 miles, to intersection
of Jackson and Morton road, 2i miles west of Coffee Bogue, and
thence northwest, on road to Ratliff's Ferry, 2| miles to Burnham's
plantation, where the command encamped near Hurricane Creek.
Camping-ground good, but water poor. Soil, light clay and sand.
Nearly the whole route through scrub-oak woods. Surface low,
undulating. Road in very poor condition. Length of march, 15|
miles.

February 25, commenced operations at daylight by sending the
Fourth Division pioneer corps, under charge of Captain Merritt, to
the river, and leaving the Third Division pioneer corps, under
Captain Black, to get out and send forward the necessary timber.
The stream being 152 feet in width at this point, we concluded to use
only the two ferry-flat*, which were each 56 feet in length by 14 feet
in -width, with a floating capacity of about 73,500 pounds. The
small pontoons (4^ by 14), captured at Meridian, were too light to
be of any service in the bridge. The Third Division pioneer corps,
having sent down enough lum.ber, were ordered forward and
reported at the bridge at 11.30 a. m. The western portion of the
bridge with debouche and road to connect up the west bank to main
road was assigned to them, and the entrance and eastern portion of
the bridge to the Fourth Division pioneer corps, under supervision
of Captain Merritt. The 1^-inch flooring was removed from the
boats, and heavy cleats spiked along the insid^of the boats l-J inches
below the top. Two sets of stringers were also laid flush with the
top of the cleats, and well braced. The old flooring was then relaid,

and over this another layer of 1-inch flooring, the ends flush with
the outside of fhe boats and well secured by spiking and heavy guide
planks. A crib abutment was Irailt at the east end of the bridge,
extending out about 5 feet into the stream. A heavy oak bent, 7 feet

in height, was set 20 feet beyond this, and four 6 by 9-inch stringers
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connected it with the abutment, and strong l|-inch flooring laid over
the wliole. In consequence of the iDrecijiitous nature of the opposite
si<Ie we omitted the crib, and put in a lieavy sill. Th(> approach
and (lehouclie having been completed, the boats Avere moved out to
their positions connecting with the bent on the oast, and secured
f(jre and aft to a heavy 2-inch sheet-line. Four (i by i)-inch stringers,
a.5 feet in length, were secured to the sill upon the opposite side, and
extending down rested upon the boat stringers 11 feet from the end of
the boat : a double flooring being laid upon this, a railing constructed
and pumps in position, the bridge was completed, and the command
commenced moving over at 5 p. m. The cavalry, two brigades of
infantry, with some artillery, passed, when a sudden stoi:)pago at the
west end of the bridge caused some heavy guns, with infantry, &c.,
t(j stop on the center of the bridge, springing the bulk-heads and caus-
ing the boats to leak badly. Repairs being necessary, the balance of
the command was bivouacked upon the east side of the river. The
boat was raised and repaired, light sprung Ijents placed under the
bulk-heads fore, aft, and center, supported by a light pontoon-boat
on each side. The Third and Fourth Divisions moved from Hurri-
cane Creek to Ratlitl's plantation over roads similar to that traveled
yesterday.

FeV)ruary 20, bridge guards having been placed with proper in-

structions, the column commenced moving over at daylight. The
Third Brigade moved nearly west over a good road. Country well

settled and cultivated to Canton, the county seat of Madis(jn County,
a town of 2,000 inhabitants before the war. Houses mostly of wood

;

some few very fine residences of brick ; streets regiilar ; yards well

laid out. showing taste and wealth ; county buildings neat and sub-

stantial. Madison Coimty is considered one of the wealthiest coun-

ties in the State, with good soil and almost unbounded resources.

Length of marckj 11^ miles. The Third Division encamped about
14 miles east of town, and Fourth Division at Terry's plantation,

about H miles west of river. In accordance with your orders, I re-

mained at the bridge with the Third Division pioneer corps, having
sent the Fourth Division corps with the advance.

February 27, in accordance with your order, I left written instruc-

tions witli Colonel Hall as to the manner in which the bridge should

be destroyed, and at 12 m. moved forward with Third Division

jtioneer corps, arriving at Canton at 4.30 p. m. The Fourth Division

pioneer corps, under Captain Merritt, ape (iestroying railroad stock.

February 28, pioneer corps, with infantry details, destroying rail-

road and railroad stock. In accordance with your order, I made a
reconnaissance of the Sharon roads for about 4^ miles northeasterly.

February 29, pioneer corps still at work on railroad. In accord-

ance with yoiTr order, I made a sketch of roads leading from Can-

ton to Livingston, Vernon, &c., for use of General Hurlbut.

Weather, which has been fine since leaving Meridian, suddenly

changed and became quite cold, with light rain» Third Division

pioneer corps accompanied train which left this mdrning.
March 1. the army commenced moving toward Vicksburg this

morning, the Sixteenth Army Corps taking the advance. The
Seventeenth Army Corps commenced moving out of Canton about

1 p. m. on the Li^^ingston road. Cold, disagreeable rain-storm.

Moved over a rich, rolling country, and encamped on a small creek

and swamp C miles from Canton. Camping-ground on west side.

Water good and convenient. Forage and provisions scarce.
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March 2, command commenced moving at daylight for a few
miles over rich, rolling country, with fine j^hi-ntations. Passing
through Livingston, a town of aboiit half a dozen frame houses, 13

miles from Canton, we entered a moi-e hilly oak and pine coun-
try. Roads up to this point were very lieavy on. account of rain.

Moving on slowly, encamped about 2 miles east of Bogue Chitt(j.

Good camping-ground, but water poor and inconvenient. No forage
or provisions to be found. Weather clear and pleasant. Length of

march, 15 miles. About l-J miles east of Livingston there is a very
bad, swampy tract, about one-half mile in extent, with raised cor-

duroy road, bridges, &c. ; would bo very easily obstructed and
rendered impassable.
March 3, at daylight the Fourth Division pioneer corps proceeded

to reconstruct and strengthen the bridge across Bogue Chitto, and
repair and corduroy road x^pon west side. Command commenced
moving at 7 a. m. After all had crossed the bridge was destroyed.

Our route to-day was over high, rolling country, several fine planta-
tions, but little signs of cultivation. About 1 p. m. passed through
Brownsville, a small, wooden town with few inhabitants, 31 miles
from Canton. The roads were quite heavy, having been consider-

ably cut up by the train, which passed over them during the rain.

We encamped on good ground on Hall's plantation. Water scarce.

No forage or provisions in the country. Weather clear and pleas-

ant. Length of maiT.h, 18 miles.

March 4, command commenced moving at 6 o'clock southwest
over good road ; high, roiling country ; 5^ miles to intersection of

main Vicksburg and Jackson road, and thence west on Vicksburg
and Jackson road over a low, flat country to Big Black River,
crossing pontoon bridge built in January. The Fourth Division
moved to their old camping-ground near Hebron's. The First Bri-
gade, Third Division, remained at the bridge. The Second and
Third Brigades. Third Division, and Third Brigade, First Division,
moved on into Vicksburg, 14 miles. Length of march, 25 miles.

Recap it }ilafio7t of distances traveled.—Fourteen miles from Vicks-
burg to Big Black River ; 32 miles from Big Black River to Jack-
son ; 50^ miles froiii Jackson to Hillsborough ; 25^ miles from Hills-

borough to Decatur ; 2!)7 miles from Decatur to Meridian ; total, 151 i

miles from Vicksburg to Meridian : 19 miles fi'om Meridian to Enter-
prise ; 13 miles from Enterprise to Quitman ; 32 miles from Meridian
to Quitman ; 55 miles from Meridian..to,Hillsborough ; 38 miles from
Hillsborough to Canton; 31 miles from Canton to Brownsville ; 20
miles from Brownsville to Big Black bi'idge: 14 miles from Big
Black to Vicksburg : 373-2- miles, total distance marched from Vicks-
burg to Quitman and return.

Recapilulaiion of worh performed, hy the pioneer corps of the

Third, and Fourth Divisions.—One thousand two hundred and ten
feet of bridging; 23,740 feet of corduroying.
The men of the pioneer corps worked cheerfully and faithfully

whenever called upon, and I am very much iii»debted to the jiioneer

and engineer ofiicers and assistants for their prompt and energetic
co-operation.
Very respectfully submitted.

-
A. HICKENLOOPER.

Cajd. Fifth Ohio Battery, and Chief Eng., 17th Army Corps.

Maj. Gen. J. B. McPherson.
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Summary statement of railroad and contraband property destroyed on the late

expedition to Meridian
t propel
, Miss.

Where destroyed.
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pkirmisli line, and did some good service in reconnoitering the enemy's
position, as tliey changed from one hill to another. We pointed

oiit to the general their artillery in every instance before they could

open on onr lines. Quite a number of messages were transmitted

to-dav. Lieutenants Stickney and Dunlap had the right, Lieuten-

ants Scott and Hurt the left, and I took the center in company v/ith

the officer couimaiiding the skirmishers.
On 5th, heavy skirmishing all day; loss very light. Pointed out

the enemy's artillery to-day just in time to save a raking shot into

oui- column, as they were m.oving by the flank. The enemy had
seven pieces of artillery in position to rake the road. The guns were
discovered and reported by Lieutenant Scott, who was at the time
soma distance in advance of the skirmisher-. Our cavalry dashed
into Jackson after da'k, getting in the rear of the enemy, compel-
ling them to retreat on the Canton road; also preventing the destruc-

tion of the rebel pojitoon bridge aci'oss Pearl River. Camped in

Jackson.
On h. remained in camp at Jackson awaiting the completion of

bridge.
( )n 7th, took tlie advance, and went into Brandon in advance of

tlie cavalry. Had a spirited chase after some rebel cavalry; captured
the post adjutant ; went on G miles with the cavalry; had soine heavy
skirmishing ; returned to Brandon at night to i-eport to General
IMcPherson. Camped at Brandon.
On Sth, marched 18 miles; skirmishing light to-day, the rebels not

]ia\'ing forgotten the lesson they received on yesterday from cavalry.
Cam])ed within 7 miles of Morton.
On 0th, started in advance for Morton. The Signal Corps had a

skirmisli witlfthe enemy, driving l hem from the town and captui"-

iiig the ]3o.jt and telegraph office. Camped here.

(Jn 10th, ij\ camp waiting for Si.xteenth Army Corjjs to pass us. I

jisked i)ormission to take the advance of Sixteenth Army Corps, but
General McPliorson said he wanted us, and if the Sixteenth wanted
signal officers they must furnish them. P.assed through Hillsbor-
<iugh. Camped ;j miles beyond that place.

On 11th, in the morning received orders to take detachment and
accompany a cavalry expedition ofi: on tlie flank to Lake Station for
the i:»urpose of destrtjying the public projDerty, consisting of machine-
shop-, cars, locomotives, &c. While the cavalry were fighting the
rebels the Signal Corps went through 'the town like a dose of salts,

and just as we were leaving I noticed a man blunting around to
get some one to make an affidavit that there had been a town there.
Projierty destroyed valued at 81,000,000.
On 13th, marched 10 miles ; camped at Decatur.
On 13th, marched 15 miles; camped IG miles from Meridian.
Oji 14th, camped 5 miles from Meridian.
On 1.5tli, rained all day; entered- Meridian at 12 o'clock. Took

jjossession of a house, and proceeded to dry oi^rselves and make our-
selves as comfortable as jiossible.

On Kith, remained in camp.
On 17th, remained in camp.
On -.ioth. ma]:c-hedat daylight for Canton. Wo had the advance,

and had some skirmishing. Tlie corps is all the cavalry on this
road, and the general finds plenty for us to do.

On 21st, marched 11 miles, camping at Decatur. No rebels to-

day.
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On 22d, started in advance of everything to go through to our
trains, which had been left back, and which had not been heard from
for several days. Reached the trains at 12 o'clock, having made 28
miles.

On 23d, camped at Hillsborough, rebels all around the town.
On 24th, started on Canton road, heavy skirmishing all day.

Marched 18 miles.
On 2oth, went to Pearl River. Opened communication across the

river. Engineers building bridge.
On 26th, marched to Canton. This is one of the finest towns in

the south ; about 2,500 inhabitants. About -400 ladies here, refugees
from Memphis and other places ; very lively for signal officers.

On 27th, ordered out with cavalry on reconnaissance, and found
the enemy about 1 mile oiit, and fought them all day ; drove them
7 miles ; saw several splendid cavalry charges.
On 28tli, camped at Canton ; spent the time very pleasantly.

On 20th, started for Vicksburg. Before we got out of the town
two brigades of rebel cavalry entered the otlier side, and we had a
brisk fight in the streets. Heavy skirmishing all day.

Itj-
March 1, skirmishing all day. Beaiitiful country for signaling:

rolling prairie. Did some work to-day.

On 2d, fighting all day. Set a trap for the rebels, but they did
not bite.

On :5d, reached Black River at 11 o'clock ; was ordered to go to

Vicksburg on our own hook. Arrived in camp at this place at 4 p. m.
L. M. ROSE,

(Japt., and Chief Acting Signal Officer, 17th Army Corps.

Capt. O. H. HoviTARD,
Chief Signal Officer.

No. 17.

Report of Brig. Gen. Alexancler Chambers, U. S. Army, command-
ing Third irigade. First Division, of expedition to Meridian.

Headquarters Third Brigade,
Vicksbtirg, Alarch 7, 1864.

Sir : In accordance with instructions received from headquarters

Seventeenth Army Corps, I have the honor to submit the following

report of the operations of the Third Brfgafle, First Division, Seven-

teenth Army Corps, during the recent raid :

Number of miles marched, 340 ; number of miles of railroad

destroyed, 6| ; number of bridges destroyed, 1 ; number of feet of

trestle-work destroyed, 165.

The pioneer corps of Fourth Division, in charge of Captain Mer-

ritt. having reported to me at Canton. Miss. . and under my direction,

destroyed 111 locomotives, 18 railroad cars, and also a large number
of car-wheels and triicks. -w

Tlie number of men killed, 2 ; the nuniT)er of men wounded, 2
;

the number of men missing are : 1 commissioned officer and 13 en-

listed men.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

ALEX. CHAMBERS,
Brigadier-Genend, Commanding TJiird Brigade.

Lieut. Col. W. T. Clark,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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No. 18.

EepoHs of Col. William Hall, Eleventh Iowa Infantry, of expedi-

tion to Meridian.

Hdqrs. Eleventh Iowa Infantky Volunteers,
March 6, 1864.

Sir : In reply to circular of this date I have the honor to reply

:

First. Number of miles marched, 340.

Second. Number of miles of railroad track destroyed, 2. No
bridges or trestle-work destroyed.
Third. Number of killed, wounded, and missing, none ; number

of veterans mustered in, 310 ; niimber enlisted to be mustered in,

10; total, 356.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. HALL,

Colonel Eleventh Iowa Volunteer Infantry, Commanding.
Capt. John C. Marven,

Acting Assistant Adjidant- General.

Hdqrs. Eleventh Iowa Infantry Volunteers,
Vickiihurg,Mi.,s.s:, March 6, 1864.

Sir : In compliance with circular of March 5, I liave the honor to
report that there was destroyed by this command, under orders, dur-
ing the late expedition, at Morton, Miss., al)out 1 mile of railroad
track, together with railroad buildings at that place, and at Canton,
Miss., about 1 mile of railroad track.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. HALL,
Colonel Eleventh Iowa Infantry ruls., Cotinlg. Regiment.

Capt. John C. Marven,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 10.

Report of Col. William W. Bellaui'p. Fifieenth Iowa Infantry, of
e-j'pedition to Meridian.

Headquarters Fifteenth Iowa Infantry,
year \'icl:shin-ij. J//.s.v., March 6, 1864.

Sir : In reply to the circular from brigade headquarters, dated
March 0, 1864. 1 have the honor to rejxjrt tliat on the late expedition
to Meridian this regiment m.lrched about 'Mi) miles. Two miles of
railroad track were destroyed ; 1 bridge. ]^^t urn-table, 50 feet of
trestle-work, and 1 passenger car buriieil near Brandon, Miss.

The loss of the regiment was 1 oilicei' and 3 enlisted men captured
near Canton, Miss.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. W. BELKNAP,

Colonel Fifteenth Iowa Infaniry. Commanding.

Capt. J. C. Marven.
Acting Assistant Adjuiant-Genend. Third Brigade.
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No. 20.

Report of Lieut. Col. Addison H. Sanders, Sixteenth Iowa Infantry,
of ea'pedition to Meridian.

Headquarters Sixteenth Iowa Volunteers,
March 6, ]8(J4.

Sir : 111 compliance with circular dated lieadquarters Third Bri-
gade, First Division, Seventeenth Army Corps, Vicksburg, March
6, 1864, I have the honor to make the following report of the opera-
ations of the Sixteenth Regiment Iowa Infantry Volunteers during
the recent campaign

:

The regiment marched a distance of about ^37 miles, destroyed
three-fourths mile of railroad track and 40 feet of trestle-work.

The casualties in the regiment were : Accidentally wounded, 1

;

taken prisoner, 4 ; left sick at Brandon, 1 ; total, 6.

There are 381 men who have re-enlisted as veteran volunteers in

the regiment.
I am, sir, respectfully, your obedient servant,

ADD. H. SANDERS,
Lieut. Col., Commaiuling Sixteenth loiva Infantry.

Cai)t. J. C. Marven,
Actimj Assistant Adjutant-General , Third. Brigade.

No. 21.

Report of Brig. Gen. Mortimer D. Leggett, if. S. Army, command-^
ing Third Division, of expedition to Meridian, with itinerary of

the division.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Seventeenth Army Corps,
Vickshurg, Miss., March G, J 804.

Colonel, : I have the honor to submit the following summary
report of the part taken by my division in the late expedition to

Meridian. One more in detail will be made as soon as reports from
brigades can be obtained

:

** "*

First. Number of miles marched [350]

.

Second. Number of miles of railroad destroyed. 24 ; number of

bridges destroyed, 53 ; number of feet of trestle-work destroyed,

4,000 ; number of cars destroyed, 10 ; car-wheels, 134 ; steam-mills

belonging to Confederate Government, 3 ; number of wagons be-

longing to rebel army, 15.

Third. Number of killed, 7 ; number of wounded; 21 (13 severely,

8 slightly); number missing, 40 (39 captured whenvJn duty, 7 when
straggling).

-, ^ ,
I am, colonel, your obedient servant,

M. D. LEGGETT,
Brignd.ipr-General.

Lieut. Col. W. T. CLARK,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

15 R R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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Itinerary of the Third Division. Seventeenth Army Corps, February
•d-March 4.*

February 3, the Third Division (Twenty-ninth Illinois at Natchez
and the Eighty-first Illinois suffering from small-pox, excepted)

broke up camp at Vicksburg and Big Black, Miss., in compliance
Avith orders, and marched toward Meridian ; bivouacked on hills be-

yond Big Black; marched If) miles.

February 4, marched to Boltcni Station A'ia Edwards' Depot and
Champion's Hill ; bivouacked on Bear Creek ; marched 14 miles.

February 5, marched to Jackson via Clinton, skirmishing heavily

with the enemy all day; bivouacked in and near Jackson ; marched
23 miles, 11 in line of battle.

February 0, remained in Jackson.
February 7, crossed the Pearl River and marched to Brandon ; 14

miles.
February 8, marched toward Morton ; 16 miles.

February 9, marched to Morton ; 4 miles.

February 10, marched through Hillsborough ; 14 miles.

February 11, marched toward Decatur ; 10 miles.

February 12, marched to Decatur; 18 miles.

February 13, marched toward Meridian ; 12 miles.

February 14, the First Brigade marched to Ciiunky's Station and
returned, after a skirmish, and destroying railroad, rebel stores, and
transportation ; 22 miles. The Second Brigade (excepting Sixty-
eighth Ohio, left with teams) and Third Brigade marched on Meri-
dian road 12 miles..

February 15, marched to Meridian ; 7 miles
Febniary 10. the Second Brigade sent along the railroad to

Chunky's, 17 miles ; tlie Third Brigade destroying railroad.

Februarj' 17, the Second Brigade marched from Chunky's to trans-
portation corral, 23 miles ; Third Brigade destroying railroad.
February 18, the First Brigade marched from corral to Meridian,

17 miles ; Third Brigade destroying railroad; Second Brigade in camp
at corral.

February 19, destroyed railroad.
February 20, t:ie First and Second Brigades marched from Meri-

dian to corral ; 17 miles. The Second Biigade marched with corral
to Decatur ; 12 miles.
February 21, the First and Thiwl ^^-igades marched to Decatur ; 17

miles. The Second Brigade marched with corral; 18 miles.
February 22, the First and Third Brigades marched toward Hills-

borough ; 17 miles. The Second Brigade marched with corral to
Hillsborough ; 12 miles.
February 23, First and Second Brigades marched to Decatur ; 13

miles.

February 24, marched toward .Canton, on old Jackson road; 16
miles.

February 25, marched to near Pearl Rive> ; 6 miles.
February 20, mai'ched to Canton ; 17 miles.

February 27 to 29, remained at Canton, destroying railroad and
foraging.
March 1, moved toward Vicksburg ; 6 miles.

•" From monthly returns.
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March a, marched to Bogue Chitto Creek ; 18 miles.
March 3, marched to Queen's Hill Church ; 16 miles.
March !, the First Brigade marched to Big Black ; 13 miles. The

Second and Third Brigades to Vicksburg ; 37 miles.

No. 32.

liepoHs of Brig. Gen. Manning F. Force, U. S. Army, commanding
First Brigade, of expedition to Meridian.

Headquarters First Brigade,
In the Field, February 14, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders
received last night, I marched to Chunky's Station this morning,
arriving a little after 9 o'clock.
Learning on the way that General S. D. Lee was at the station with

two brigades (General Wirt Adams and Col. P. B. Starke) and striking
their trail 1^ miles this side of the station, I pushed on rapidly and
quietly, surprised their rear guard at breakfast, drove them across
the creek, captured and burned seven loaded army wagons ; burned
a fine trestle railroad bridge of eight trestles and two abiitments,
destroyed several hundred yards of road and two small trestles, bend-
ing the rails, and burned a warehouse filled with about 100 bales of
Confederate cotton.
Our casualties are 1 enlisted man of the Forty-fifth Illinois, mor-

tally, and 2 enlisted men of the Forty-fifth Illinois, severely wounded.
The rebels left blood on both sides of the creek, and our fire made

some confusion among them. They held with some obstinacy a
stockade, which commanded the bridge, but their loss was un-
doubtedly small. Having but forty rounds I was obliged, under
the circumstances, to be sparing in their use.

The two companies of the Fourth Illinois Cavalry, under Captain
Collins, behaved handsomely. The brigade officers and men, as
always, did all that could be asked.

Citizen.s report that General Lee received orders last night to con-
centrate and report at Meridian to-day. He arrived at Chunky's
from the northwest, coming into the road over which we went, about
1^ miles this side of the station.

Sixty of Ferguson's men passed shortly before me over the road
which I passed over. A portion of the force at Chiinky's were seen
to pass to our right on the farther side of the creek, apparently with
the design of annoying us on our return. By returning on the road
indicated in the order I saw nothing of them.

I am ordered by Lieutenant-Colonel Strong to remain at this place,

the wagon park of both corps, till further orders, an attack being
apprehended.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. F. FORCE,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade.

Capt. J. C. Douglass.
Assistant Adjufan t- General.
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Hdqrs. 17th Army Corps. Dept. of the Tennessee,
In Camp, February 1-3, 1864—7 p. m.

Brig. (len. M. D. Leggett,
Commanding Third Division

:

General : On this side of the first large creek from where I left

you is a road leading to Chnnky's Station oji the railroad. At day-
light to-morrow morning yon will send General Force's brigade
down to the station by this road, and let him join ns by some road
which comes into the road we are advancing on ahead of our present

position.

While at the station General Force will have his command do all

the damage to the railroad he possibly can. He will take his am-
bulances and a section of artillery, and you had better have a few
men of the pioneer corps go along to repair roads and clear away
obstructions. His wagons will come along with the main train, as

he will join us to-morrow night.
Captain Foster will be instructed to send two companies of cavalry

to report to General Force at daylight in the morning.
Yours, truly,

JAS. B. McPHEKSON,
Major-General.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Third Div.. 17th Army Corps,
Big Black Bridge, Miss., March 10, 1864.

Captain : In obedience to General Orders, No. 32, I have the
honor to report that at 3 p. m., February 3, I received marching
orders, and the same evening crossed the Big Black with the rest of
the division.

At noon of the 6th, the brigade was formed in line of battle on the
eastern side of Clinton against a strong position occupied by the
enemy with artillery and dismounted cavalry, who fell back as we
advanced. At this position 2 enlisted men of the One hundred and
twenty-fourth Illinois were wounded.
Major-General McPherson, desiring to occupy Jackson with one

infantry brigade that night, the brigade volunteered, and, entering
at the south side of the city, reached the works at the north of the
city by 8 p. m., a march of 23 miles. About the works and on the
road north I capttired and destrofed*eight new army wagons. Dur-
ing the night bivouacked near Brandon. A detail from the brigade
destroyed half a mile of railroad.
On the evening of the 13th, in pursuance of orders, I bivouacked

off the road on the banks of one of the branches of the Chunky, 4
miles in rear of the army, and proceeded next morning to Chunky"s
Station, surprising and driving a cavalry force there under command
of Maj. Gen. S. D. Lee, and destroying the bridge and road and other
public property, a report of which was made at the time, and which
I request to be appended and made part of this.

I have since heard that Brigadier-General Jackson, who was the
immediate commander of the two brigades encountered there, arrived
on the field from Meridian in time to be wounded ; that a colonel was
killed ; that the rebels lost besides in killed from 6 to 11 [men] and
several horses killed, and that the bridge was entirely consumed to
ashes.

The Forty-fifth Illinois, Major Duer commanding, was left guard-
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ing the bridge over the Oktibbeha, while the rest of the brigade was
at Meridian.
While lying at Meridian, the Twentieth Illinois, Lieut. Col. Dan.

Bradley; One hundred and twenty-fourth Illinois, Lieutenant-Col-
onel Howe, and Thirty-first Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson,
destroyed more than 3 nailes of railroad, bending or breaking every
rail.

At Canton, by order of the division commander, a brigade party
of 50 mounted men and 4 officers was organized.
On the 39th of February, I sent out the party, numbering 4-3 men

and '.] officers, under command of Lieutenant Smith, adjutant of the
One hundred and twenty-fourth Illinois, on the Jackson road, with
instructions to be cautious of rebel cavalry. On returning and when
U miles out, they met a mounted force of about equal numbers which
they, after some doubt, ascertained to be rebels. Following and
skirmishing they soon found larger parties, concealed on each side

of the road. They fell back skirmishing, and the greater part suc-

ceeded in gaining the swamp. Marching by compass they ran upon
a rebel bivouac just at dawn. Turning this, Lieutenant Smith
succeeded in reaching camp next morning, with the other 2 officers

and 25 men. The rest were undoubtedly captured. Several of them
were wounded, 1 severely. One of the returned party was wounded.
I have examined, with the officers, and find that in the encounter
with this force Lieutenant Smith behaved with discretion and gal-

lantry.
At Canton the One hundred and twenty-fourth, Twentieth, and

Forty-fifth Illinois destroyed 2 miles of railway, bending every rail,

and 100 feet of trestle-work.

At the crossing of Bogue Chitto Creek, on the return, the brigade
was ordered to guard the rear until the whole army, including the

cavalry, had crossed. For this purpose the brigade was posted on a

ridge separated from the creek by an open field three-fourths of a

mile across. The advance of the rebel cavalry appeared close upon
the heels of our own. A little firing from the skirmish line kept

them off while the regiments withdrew and every person had crossed

except a few mounted officers, when the first rebel appeared upon
the ridge which we had occupied.

We returned to camp on the afternoon of the 4th of March.
The conduct of the brigade on the njarQli was admirable. ' The

column was compact and without stragglers, the train always closed

lip, bivouac was made and broke:i up promptly. The brigade was
not as much as five minutes behindhand by the watch in obeying a

single order received on the march. Their excellence in drill was
of service. At Clinton and Chunky's the slightest intimation of

command was apprehended and executed with such facility that the

brigade appeared to work itself.

Capt. J. B. Walker, assistant adjutant-general, was unfortu-

nately absent upon leave when the expedition set ou>, but joined us

at Canton on the return. Lieut. O. Greenough, aide-de-camp; Lieut.

S. R. Adams, aide-de-camp; Lieut. G. C. Morton, acting assistant-

quatermaster, and Lieut. H. C. Foster, picket officer, constituting

my staff, were indefatigable. Lieut. Col. J. H. Howe, commanding
One hundred and twenty-fourth Illinois ; Lieut. Col. Dan. Bradley,

Twentieth Illinois ; Lieut. Col. R. N. Pearson, Thirty-first Illinois

;

and Maj. John O. Duer, Forty-fifth Illinois, prompt, watchful, and
zealous, had their respective commands well in hand at all times.
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With the whole brigade, officers and men, there appeared to be a
strij'e who would do most to carry out all orders received.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. F. FORCE,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade.
Capt. J. C. DoxiGLASS,

Assista nt Adjutant- General.

Appended is a list* of casualties and of destruction done. Several
of the men captured near Canton were also wounded.

KAILROAD DESTROYED.

Near Brandon, by brigade working party, one-half mile of road
and 50 feet of trestle.

At Chunky's Station : One hundred and twenty-fourth Illinois,

trestle bridge, 150 feet ; Thirty-first Illinois, one-half mile of rail-

road.
At Meridian : One hundred and twenty-fourth Illinois, 1 mile

railroad and 50 feet trestle ; Twentieth Illinois, 1 mile railroad

;

Thirty-first Illinois, 1\ miles railroad.
At Canton : One hundred and twenty-fourth Illinois, 1 mile rail-

road, 50 feet trestle-work ; Twentieth Illinois, three-fourths mile
railroad, 60 feet trestle-work ; Forty-fifth Illinois, one-half mile rail-

road, 74 feet trestle-work.

ARMY WAGONS DESTROYED.

At Jackson : By brigade detail, seven new wagons (empty).
Chunky's Station : One hundred and twenty-fourth Illinois, two

(loaded) ; Forty-fifth Illinois, two (loaded). Besides 100 bales Con-
federate cotton and station-building at Chunky's Station.

RECAPITULATION.

Killed, none; wounded, officers, none; enlisted men, 7; missing
in action, 10 ; lost while absent without leave, 4.

DESTROYED.

Miles of railroad, C ; feet of bridge and trestle-work, 4.35 ; army
wagons, 15 (8 of them loaded) ; Confederate cotton, 100 bales.

No. 23.

Report of Lieut. Col. Daniel Bradley, Tiventieth Illinois Infantry,
of expedition to Meridian.

Hdqrs. Twentieth Illinois Infantry Volunteers,
Big Black, Miss., March 8, 18G4.

Captain : The following is a report of the operations of the
Twentieth Regiment during the recent expedition under command
of Major-General Sherman :

February 3, about 5 p. m. . the regiment with the balance of the
brigade crossed the Big Black River.

* Nominal list t>f casualties (omitted) shows 2 men, One hundred and twenty-
fourth Illinois, wounded at Clinton ; 3 men, Forty-fifth Illinois, wounded at
Chunky's Station ; and 3 men, One hundred and twenty-fourth IlUnois, wounded
near Canton; also 1 man, Thirty-first Illinois, missing, near Brandon ; 7 men One
hundred and twenty-fourth Illinois, 1 man Twentieth Illinois, 6 men Thirty-first

Illinois, and 4 men Forty-fifth Illinois, missing near Canton. Four men of the
brigade were lost while straggling.
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February 5, shortly after luericlian, the First Brigade being or-
dered to the front, tlie regiment was formed in line of battle on
the left (north side of the road), and, with skirmishers deployed, ad-
vanced, the rebel fbrce retiring before tis. Same date entered Jack-
son, Miss. .

'>.

February 14, the brigade having been detached for the jjurpose
from the main column, we marched to Chunky's Station, on the
Southern Railroad. At this point we had a slight skirmish with a
force of rebel cavalry, driving them across Chunky Creek (or river).
The regiment met with no loss.

February 17, being in bivouac at Meridian, Miss., the regiment
was ordered to scout on the Choctaw road. Scouted 7 miles, discov-
ering nothing of importance.
February 18, regiment engaged in destroying railroad. Tore up

and burned 1 mile of track and a large quantity of new ties.

February 19, relieved the Thirty-first Illinois on picket duty at
mill, 2 miles east of Meridian, remaining there until the 20th
instant, when we started on return trip.

February 39, regiment engaged in destroying railroad south of
Canton, Miss. Tore up and burned two-thirds" of a mile of track
and about 60 feet of trestle-Avork.
March 3, at the crossing of Bogue Chitto Creek, line of battle was

formed to cover the passage of the train, cavalry, &c., this regiment
on the extreme rear, the Forty-fifth Illinois supporting, but the
enemy failed to make his ajjpearance.
March 4, arrived in camp on Big Black.
During the expedition this regiment tore up and thoroughly de-

stroyed, by burning, twisting, &c.. If miles of railroad track and 00
feet of trestle-work.
The casualties of the regiment during the expedition are as fol-

lows : John Ross, private, E Company, Twentieth Illinois Volun-
teers, supposed captured while sti'aggling, February 15, 18G1-. on the
march between corral and Meridian ; Private Oliver Hari'old, E
Company, Twentieth Illinois Infantry Volunteers, supposed captured
February 29, 1864, near Canton, Miss., during skirmish by author-
ized foraging party, of Avhich he was a member.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

DANIEL BRADLEY,
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Twentieth Illinois- Volntdeers.

Capt. J. C. Douglass, " »

Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 24.

Report of Maj. Harry Almon, Thirty-first Illinois Infantry, of ex-

pedition to Meridian.

Hdqrs. Thirty-first Regiment Illinois Infantry,
Big Blade, Miss., March 10, 1864.

Sir : In compliance with Special Orders, No. 32, from Third Divis-
ion headquarters, I* have the honor to submit the following as the
part taken by my regiment in the late expedition to Meridian, Miss.

:

On February 3, we left camp and marched some 4 miles, where we
camped for the night.
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On ilie morning of tlie 4tli. we took np the line of march, the

Thirty-first being in front of the brigade. There was nothing of

consequence occurred that day.
On the morning of the oth, the Thirty-first Illinois fell to the rear

of the division train as guard. When within abbait 3 miles of Clin-

ton, Miss. , I received orders to move with my regiment to the front

and rejoin the brigade, which was skirmishing wfth the enemy. On
arriving at the head of the column I was ordered to relieve the Seven-
teenth Illinois, which was supporting the Twentieth Illinois. The
line was then advancing. After marching in line of battle for some
distance, I marched the regiment by the right flank, file left, immedi-
ately into the road. I then received an order to form the regiment
in line of battle on the right of the road in an open field. Before an
advance was ordered we moved by the right flank for about one-
quarter of a mile, then by the left flank for some 300 yards. We
could see the enemy in front, but could not, on account of the dis-

tance between xis, give them a turn. We then marched until
after dark, when General Leggett called for volunteers to go into
Jackson that night to hold the place. My regiment was one of the
volunteer regiments. We arrived at Jackson, Miss., at about 11 p.
m. the night of the 6tli February.
Remained in camp at Jackson on the 6th.

The 7th, crossed Pearl River, and marched about 1 mile beyond
Brandon, where we camped for the night.

8th, marched within 4 miles of Morton, where we again camped.
N^othing of consequence occurred since leaving Jackson.
Morning of the 9th, with the expectation of meeting the enemy we

marched into Morton, Miss. , arriving at that place in the forenoon,
Avliere we encamped. While at this place the Sixteenth Corps passed.
On the morning of the 10th, we marched in the direction of Hills-

borough. My regiment was guarding the ammunition train. The
night of the 10th camped 3 miles beyond Hillsborough.
On the 11th, Ave Avere in camp until 3 p. m. We then started in

tlie direction of Decatur.
Marched all night until 4 a. m. of the 12th. We then camped for

a fcAv hours' rest. The regiment guarded 00 prisoners that day and
night.

13th, marched 10 miles, nothing of interest occurring.
14th, marched to Chunky's Station, 8 miles from the main road.

Reached that place about 11 o'clock. While the adA^ance regi-
ments were skirmishing Avith the enemy, I put out a line of skir-
mishers in front and rear, and then set part of the regiment to
destroying railroad. Had no one killed or wounded that day.
Marched back to the main road, my regiment being rear guard, and
camped at the corral until next day.

loth, marched to Big Chunky, a distance of 12 miles, where we
camped for the night.
Morning of the 16th, marched into Meridian, reaching that place

in the forenoon ; went into camp. '^

17th, Avas ordered out to destroy railroad. Woi-ked all day and
destroyed about 1^ miles of railroad. Changed camp to the oppo-
site side of town.

18th, marched out about 2 miles southeast of Meridian to mill,

and guarded it while meal was ground.
On the 19th, was relieved by Twentieth Illinois, and marched back

to camp at Meridian.
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20tli, received marching orders. Started at G in the morning •

made 18 miles. Camped for the night.
21st, marched into Decatur. Camped about 3 p. m.
22d, traveled about 18 miles ; nothing of importance.
23d, reached Hillsborough, and camped for the night.
24th, marched within about 10 miles of Pearl Eiver.
25th, marched to Ratliff 's plantation, 5 miles from Pearl River.

Camped for the night.
26th, crossed Pearl River. Marched to Canton, 5 miles.
27th, remained in camp until late in the evening, and tlien

changed camp to the opposite side of the town.
28th, changed camp again, nothing of importance occurring.
29th, mustered for pay. Sent out a foraging party imder Lieuten-

ant Sippel. Had 6 men captured.
March 1, left Canton for Black River at 12 m. Went into camp

at 12 o'clock at night ; marched 5 miles. ,

2d, passed through Livingston and camped on Bogue Chitto.
3d, crossed Bogue Chitto, passed through Brownsville ; marched

15 miles.

4th, reached Big Black at 3 p. m. Went into camp.
While on this expedition I had 10 men captured by the enemy

;

none killed or wounded. Seven of those captured while on duty
and acting under orders. Three straggled from their command the
morning of the 10th February, near Morton, Miss., and are sup-
posed to be captured, but have been dropped as deserters.
The following is a list of those lost. *

Respectfully submitted.

H. ALMON,
Major, Commanding.

Capt. J. B. Walker,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 25.

Report of Maj. John O. Duer, Forty-fifth Illinois Infantry, of ex-
pedition to Meridian.

Headquarters Forty-fifth Illinois Infantry.
Big Black, Miss., March 8, 1864.

Captain : In accordancewith General ©rders. No. 32, division head-
quarters, 1 have the honor to make the following report of the part
taken by the Forty-fifth Illinois Infantry in the late expedition to

Meridian, Miss.:

The regiment took a common part with the brigade until our
arrival at Chunky River Station, on the Southern Railroad. On
the morning of the 14th of February, having the advance of the
brigade, was ordered to throw one company forward as skirmishers.
F Company, Lieutenant Vincent commanding, wasajuickly deployed
to the right of the road, and was soon under fire, and under direc-

tions of the general commanding the brigade, the regiment was formed
in rear of my skirmishers and advanced immediately upon the
enemy. The compfjjiy of skirmishers in my front drove the enemy
across the creek, having 3 wounded—Privates Peter GrifiBn and
Isaac Way, severely, and Private Charles Collas, supposed to be

Nominal list omitted.
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mortally. The regiment advanced within a few rods of the Chunky
River. I then complied with directions of the general commanding
the brigade—sent B and G Companies to protect companies of the
One hundred and twenty-fourth (who were destroying the bridge)
from the enerny's sharpshooters. The enemy soon fell back, leaving
six wagons. These wagons were burned by Captain Van Dervort,
commanding B Company. At 10.30 a. m. was orde:i'ed to resume
our line of march for the Meridian road.
On the night of the 15th of February, received orders to remain

at Oktibbeha bridge and guard it until General Chambers' brigade
came up.
General Chambers passed along on the afternoon of the 18th Feb-

ruary, when I marched to Meridian and reported to Captain Doug-
lass, assistant adjutant-general, Third Division, who informed me
where the brigade was encamped.
On the 29th instant. Lieutenant Clifford, of Company C, and 10

men (mounted), in compliance with orders, reported to brigade
headquarters and joined tlie brigade foraging party for the purpose
of foraging for the several regiments of the brigade. On the after-
noon of the same day they were attacked by a superior force of the
enemy's cavalry, and after a sharp skirmisli were compelled to fall
back, leaving their horses and plunder in the hands of the enemv.
Four of Lieutenant Cliffoi-d's party were captured, namely : Pri-
vates William Williams, of Company A ; John Rolfe, of Company
F ; Henry C. Errett, of Company H ; and Alfred B. Ramsey, of
Company K, the latter being wounded in the hand when captured.
The rest took shelter in a wood near by and remained until daylight
next morning, when they passed to the left of the enemy's pickets
and came to camp. During the expedition no men were K)st by
straggling.

Your obedient servant.

JOHN O. DUER,
Major, Commanding Forty-fifth Illinois Infantry.

Capt. J. B. Walker,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 26.

Report of Lieut. Col. John H. Howe, One hundred and twenty-
fourth Illinois Infantry, of expedition to Meridian.

Headquarters 124th Regiment Illinois Infantry,
March 7, 1804.

Captain : In obedience to orders, I respectfully submit the fol-
lowing detailed statement of the part taken by this regiment in the
late expedition to Meridian :

Agreeably to orders, the One hundred and twenty-fourth Illinois
Infantry moved out of camp at 5 p. m., Feb>uary 3, 1864, with five
days' rations, two in haversacks and three in wagons, mustering 23
commissioned officers and 337 enlisted men, with three wagons, one
for hospital pi^rposes, one for the use of officers, and one for rations
and cooking utensils. Roads being very bad, moved 4 miles from
the river and camped.
February 4, sent 4 men unable to stand the march back to camp.

Moved at 9 a. m. , One hundred and twenty-fourth in the rear of the
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brigade. Marched 10 miles
;
progress very slow, owing to constant

skirmishing with the enemy by the Fourth Division in front. Went
into camp at 9 jj. m. Plenty of wood and water, though the men
carried rails 1| miles, being told that none could be found at the
camp-ground.
February 5, moved at 7.30 a. m., skirmishing with the enemy by

Second Brigade before sunrise. At 10 o'clock the First Brigade
passed to the front, relieving Second and Third Brigades. At 12 m.
passed through Clinton, the music playing and the blue banner flung
out to the breeze. Two miles beyond Clinton, the rebels occupying
a strong position and showing a considerable front, the brigade was
deployed on the right of the road, the One hundred and twenty-
fourth in the front on the right, supported by the Forty-fifth Illinois

Infantry, the regiment being just behind the crest of the hill, from
which could be obtained a splendid view of the rebel line. Com-
panies K and B were deployed as skirmishers in front of the regi-

ment preparatory to an advance. While lying in this position, Pri-

vate Joseph Sadler, Company A, was wounded in his right arm by
a canister-shot from a shell from one of our own batteries, which
was playing upon the rebels over the heads of the men. Private

Cleaveland Acox, Company B, had left arm shot away and right

knee-cap broken by a solid shot from the rebel battery._ Soon after

advanced in line of battle toward the enemy. Skirmishers in ad-

vance found the enemy non est. A mile and a half farther again

came in sight of the enemy. One hundred and twenty-fourth on the

right of the division and in rear of the Thirty-first Illinois. Some
thirty regiments deployed in line of battle, at sight whereof the rebels

decamped. Moved toward Jackson on a new road. The First Bri-

gade volunteering to march into Jackson, the One hundred and
twenty-fourth led the way, and was the first infantry regiment to

cross the breast-works of that place. Camped at 9.30 o'clock within

the breast-works on the north side of town. The men were very

tired, haAdng marched over 30 miles.

February 6, lay in camp all day. At 10 a. m. received orders to

move on a scout in the direction of Canton, but they were counter-

manded before put into execution.

February 7, moved out of camp at 6.30 a. m. and crossed Pearl

River. Marched 14 miles, passing through Brandon, and went into

camp at 5.30 p. m.
February 8, moved out of camp at Q'a. fa. Marched 17 miles, and

camped at 7 p. m.
February 9, moved at 10.20 a. m., One himdred and twenty-fourth

in the rear of the Seventeenth Corps. Reached Morton, and camped
at 2.20 p. m.
February 10, moved at 10.30 a. m.. First Brigade actnig as tram

guard. Very slow marching. Passed through Hillsborough.

Camped at 10.45 p. m., having made 15 miles.

February 11, moved at 4 p. m., guarding traiiy A disagreeable

march, the train being much delayed in crossing swamp. Camped
at 3 a. m. Marched 14 miles.

February 12, moved at 10 a. m. Reached Decatur, 16 miles, at

7.40 p. m., and oanjped.
February 13, moved at 10 a. m. Marched 10 miles through bad

swamps, and camped at 10 p. m.
February 14, the First Brigade being detached from main column

to destroy the station and railroad bridge at Chunkyville, 8 miles
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from main road, we moved out of camp at 6 a. m. with but two
ambulance teams. Marched very rapidly. Encountered rebel out-

posts 1 mile from the station. By order of General Force, Com-
panies A and F were detailed to destroy the bridge. Companies H
and C to destroy the village, and the remainder of the regiment to

destroy railroad. The Forty-fifth and Twentieth Illinois Infantry
being deployed in line of battle on either side of the rbad, the One
hundred and twenty-fourth, followed by the Thirty-first Illinois

Infantry, moved in column down the road. The brigade advanc-
ing in this manner, the rebels were speedily driven across the river.

The bridge, a fine, strong trestle-work, with water-tanks and other
buildings, was fired under a galling fire from the enemy's sharp-
shooters. A large building filled with cotton bales, a house used as
the rebel headquarters, and other buildings were also destroyed, and
one-half mile of railroad iron and ties taken up and burned. Two
of the wagons across the river, deserted by the enemy in his hurried
retreat, were also fired by members of the One hundred and twenty-
fourth Illinois Infantry. The regiment sustained no loss whatever.
The object of the expedition being accomplished, the brigade, by
another road, regained the original line of march by 3 p. m. and
went into camp.
February 15, lay in camp till 11.30 a. m. Raining heavily most of

the time. Marched or waded 13 miles, and went into camp at 7 p.
m.
February 16, moved at 9 a. m., marched 5 miles, reaching Meridian

at 11 a. m. Camped in southwest portion of town. Afternoon the
regiment destroyed about 1 mile of railroad and some 50 feet of
trestle-work, doing it very rapidly and effectually by breaking the
rails by main strength.
February 17, removed camp to south side of town. Company C,

by order of General McPherson, was detailed to guard the arsenal,
but was relieved before night by the Fifty-eighth Illinois. Heavy
details for picket, 180 men and 8 commissioned officers being out at
one time.
February 18, remained in camp, heavy details for picket.
February 19, remained in camp.
February 20, moved out of camp at 6.30 a. m., homeward bound.

Received 29 rebel prisoners from Eighth Illinois. Company H was
put in charge of them. By order of General Force, Companies E,
K, G, and B were detailed to burn tfce arsenal, Ragsdale House,
and other buildings designated to them, which agreeable task was
thoroughly performed. Rations being short, with permission forag-
ing parties were daily sent out, not meeting with much success.
Marched 18 miles, and camped at 4 p. m.
February 21, by order, the rebel prisoners were turned over to

General Maltby, commanding Third Brigade. Moved out at 7.30
a. m. Reached Decatur, 12 miles, and camped. Rations very short.
February 22, marched at 8 a. m. Made 18 ijiiles, and camped at

7.15 p. m. Received one day's rations of coffee, hard tack, and side
meat.
February 23, marched at 8 a. m. Reached Hillsborough at 1.30

p. m. ; 10 miles..
February 24, started at 6 a. m. on Canton road. Marched 16 miles,

and camped at 3 p. m. The forage party, in charge of Adjutant
Smith, being very successful, the regiment was abundantly supplied
with rations.
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February 25, moved at 10.45 a. m. Marched 6 miles, and camped
3 miles from Pearl River. Forage plenty.
February 26, crossed Pearl River at 2 p. m. Marcbed 16 miles,

and camped near Canton at 8 p. m. One man shot accidentally
through left thigh while foraging.
February 37, all sick and lame men and extra teams sent forward.

At 4 p. m. marched through town, and camped 1 mile southeast of

court-house. At 8 p. m., when two-thirds of the regiment were
asleep, the bugle sounded "Fall in." The One hundred and twenty-
fourth was in line in five minutes, and led the brigade out of camp.
Proceeded about one-eighth of a mile, when ordered back to camp.
February 28, to-day Adjutant Smith, who, by order of General

Force, had been placed in command of the mounted men of the
brigade and made several captures of stock of provisions, being out
on a similar scout with 38 men, fell in with a large force of rebel

cavalry when 7 miles from Canton, on his return to camp on the
Jackson road. After a gallant fight of upward of one hour, and a
loss of 5 or more wounded, it was necessary to retreat to avoid cap-
ture, and the horses and equipments of the men were abandoned to

the enemy; many of the animals, however, being shot and badly
maimed. The regiment was ordered out to their assistance, but
ordered back at the pickets, hearing that no aid could be rendered.
March 1, received orders to be ready to move at 8 a. m. The adju-

tant reported at 9 a. m. corporal and 6 men of his party still missing.

MoA'^ed at 12.30 p. m. Marched 5 miles, and camped at 11 p. m.
March 2, the First Brigade being ordered to hold the hills and

cover the retirement of the entire corps, the One hundred and
tAventy-fourth was deployed on the right of the road in front, sup-

ported by the Thirty-first Illinois Infantry. Companies A and F
Avere deployed as skirmishers. The army being across the bridge,

the brigade at 12.30 fell back, and, taking its place in the column,
mai'ched through Brownsville, camjung at 8 p. m.—a march of 18

miles.

March 4, started at 7.30 a. m., One hundred and twenty-fourth in

extreme rear. Crossed Big Black at 2 p. m.
Recapitulation : Number of miles traveled, 304 ; number of miles

of railroad destroyed, 2i ; number of feet of bridge destroyed, 250

;

number wounded (1 mortally), 4 ; number missing in action, 7.

J. H. HOWE,
Lieutenant- Colouel^ Commanding Regiment.

Capt. J. B. Walker,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 27.

Report of Brig. Gen. Marcellus M. Crocker, U. S. Army, com-
manding Fourth Division, of expedition to Meridian.

Hdqrs. Fourth Division, Seventeenth Army Corps,
Hebron, Miss., March 6, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that the Fourth Division, of the

Seventeenth Army Corps, broke camp on the 3d day of February,

1864, and crossed the Big Black River at the railroad bridge the same
day, camping on the Jackson road, about 5 miles from the river.

On the 4th of February, the Fourth Division had the advance, and
a,t Champion's Hill encountered the enemy's cavalry. The Second
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Brigade, commanded by Colonel Hall, having the advance of the

division, one regiment of this brigade (the Fifteenth Illinois Vol-
unteers, Col. George C. Rogers commanding) were deployed as

skirmishers, and the rest of the brigade advanced in line of battle.

They slowly drove the enemy during the day, making a march of

about 10 miles. At 4 p. m. one regiment of General Gresham's bri-

gade (the Twelfth Wisconsin, commanded by Lieut. Col. J. K.
Proudfit) was sent to the support of the Second Brigade. The loss

of this day's skirmish was as follows : Twelfth Wisconsin, 3 killed

and 4 wounded.
Starting from our camp on the morning of the 5th, we marched to

Meridian without encountering an enemy or hearing an authorized
shot, arriving at that point on the 15th day of February, 1864.

The next day, pursuant to orders from you, we started at 6 a. m.
for Enterprise, on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, arriving there at 4

E.

m. same day. At that point I detached General Gresham with his
rigade to destroy the railroad bridge in the vicinity of Quitman,

across the Chickasawha, and the bridge and trestle-work across
Alligator Swamp, this side of Quitman.
The expedition started at daylight the morning of th^ 17th and

returned the next morning at 9 o'clock, having been entirely suc-
cessful.

On the 19th day of February, at 6 a. m., the division returned to
Meridian and Hillsborough road, and encamped 4 miles west of
Meridian, from which camp we marched without interruption to
and across Pearl River, at RatlifE's Ferry, and encamped on the
26th day of February at Terry's plantation, 12 miles east of Canton.
On the 27th of February, I sent one regiment from General

Smith's brigade (the Thirty-third Wisconsin, Col. J. B. Moore com-
manding) to Madisonville, with orders to destroy the bridge and saw-
mill at that point, which duty was accomplished, and the regiment
rejoined the command at Canton on the 28th of February. From
Canton to our present position at Hebron's plantation, 10 miles east
of Vicksburg, we marched with but slight interruption, arriving in
camp at 1.30 p. m. on the 4th day of March. The division was on
the expedition thirty-one days. The First and Second Brigades
marched 350 miles ; the Third Brigade marched 390 miles. The num-
ber of miles of railroad destroyed is as follows : Two miles, near
Meridian, of the New Orleans, Jackson and Great Northern Railroad,
by General Smith's brigade ; 10 miles.pf the Mobile and Ohio Rail-
road, at Enterprise, by the First and Second Brigades, and 2 miles,
at Quitman, by the Third Brigade. Three railroad bridges were
destroyed, one over the Chickasawha, near Quitman, 210 feet long

;

one over the Oktibbeha, about 75 feet long, and one on the Alligator
Swamp. One and a half miles of trestle-work on Alligator Swamp
from 11 to 32 feet high and 1,700 feet at Quitman from 10 to 30 feet
high were destroyed. In the First. Brigade no men were killed or
wounded and 28 are missing. In the Second Brigade 1 officer and 4
men wounded and 16 missing. In the Third^'^rigade 4 men killed
and 8 wounded. The railroad buildings at Enterprise and Quitman
were destroyed entirely.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. M. CROCKER,

Brigadier- General, Commanding,
Lieut. Col. W. T. Clark,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
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No. 38.

Report of Lieut. William C. B. Gillespie, Forty-first Illinois Infan-
try, quartermaster First Brigade, of operations February 26-38.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Fourth Div., 17th Army Corps.
February. 39, 1864.

Sir : In compliance with Special Orders, No. 33, from tliese head-
qiiarters, dated February 26, 1864, I organized a foraging party,
c-omposed of the mounted men of this brigade, for the purpose of

procuring forage, bacon, horses, mules, &c., for the use of this

command. On the same day, at 8 a. m. , I left our camp on the east

side of Pearl River, crossed to the west side, and took a direction

east of north on a neighborhood road marked 1, as per accompanying
diagram,* to Adams' and the residence marked 3 and to Williams'.
Lieutenant Nichols, quartermaster of the Thirty-third Wisconsin
Volunteers, accompanied me. We had with us 70 men. At the
above-mentioned residences we procured about 3,000 pounds of bacon
and several bushels of sweet-potatoes. From Adams' I sent a ser-

geant and 10 men down toward Pearl River after some mules, &c.,
said to be hidden there. He found 8 serviceable mules and a lot of

bacon, 500 pounds of which he brought away with him in an old

wagon found at the same place. At the residence marked 3 we pro-

cured another wagon, both of which we loaded with bacon, &c. I

then took 10 men and started to camp with the animals, &c., already
procured, taking the Canton road to a point marked A, where I

waited for the Third Division to pass, and then learned that the

Fourth Division was going into camp back 3 miles toward Pearl

River, for which point I immediately started, and reached about
dark. I divided the bacon among the different regiments of the

brigade pro rata. Before starting back from the point marked 4, I

sent Lieutenant Nichols and 60 men to Willis' after some miiles and
horses, said to be hidden in the swamp. He procured 12 mules and
4 horses, and returned to camp in safety, not having met with an
armed rebel during the entire day.

At 7.30 a. m. on the 38th instant, I started again with 84 men, 74

of wliom were placed under the charge of Captain Potter, Fifty-third

Illinois. Lieutenant Nichols accompanied me again to-day, with 10

men as an advance guard. We started from camp on the road marked
;?, followed it to its intersection with the (Janton and Carthage road,

thence to near the point marked 4, where we halted for a few minutes.

While there, 5 mounted and armed rebels came from the direction

of Carthage and turned to the north at the point marked 4. Lieu-

tenant Nichols and myself, with our advance, immediately started in

pursuit, the remainder of the column following at a short distance in

the rear. We advanced to within 75 yards of the rebels, when
Lieutenant Nichols commanded them to halt. One of them turned
on his saddle and saw us, when they started off at a rapid rate. We
fired several shots after them and pursued them t(rLott's, where they
turned right and left and we lost them in the brusli. From Lott's

we continued north, and shortly discovered 3 rebels coming on to the

road ahead of us. I ordered the sergeant and 6 men, which I had
placed in the advaflce. to pursue them, and started forward myself.

We pursued tliem to the point marked 5, where we halted, and I sent

* Not found.
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3 men forward to call in the advance. They captured 1 who had
disposed of his arms and accouterments.- We then returned to the

point marked 6, where I directed Captain Potter to leave a sergeant

and 14 men to wait for 3 men who were still absent, leaving the

prisoner in their charge, and then took to the left with a negro from
Cannon's plantation to guide us to swamp where Lott was said to

have his mules and horses hid, at the point 7. I directed 10 men and
a sergeant to be left to watch a road near by. We then searched the

swamp, but found nothing. I then directed that Sergeant Drom, of

the Thirty-third Wisconsin Volunteers, and 4 menbe sent back totake

the two squads left at points numbered 7 and 6, and take them back to

Williams' at 4, and then proceed toward Willis', and meet us at that

point. We continued on south and east. At 8 we captured 2 deserters

from a Mississippi infantry regiment and brought them to camp.
At 9 we halted at the intersection of the two roads. While resting we
saw about a dozen men make their appearance at the point numbered
10, about three-quarters of a mile from us. We concluded to wait
for them to come up, but by the time they got half of the distance

between us at least 200 more made their appearance, marching
slowly and orderly along. We immediately started on the double-

quick toward Canton, and reached the point marked 11, where
we halted and waited for them to come up, and had quite a brisk

skirmish with them, killing or wounding 2 so badly that they fell

from their horses, one of whichwas supposed to be their commander.
In this skirmish we lost none. I then proceeded as fast as possible

on toward Willis', to see if I could find Sergeant Drom with his men,
and hurry them up to our relief. Not finding them there. Captain
Potter fell back as slowly as the circumstances would permit with
the men to the point marked 13, leaving 2 men in the rear to come
forward and notify him of the approach of the enemy. This point

(13) we concluded to hold as long as possible, to see if Sergeant
Drom with his men would not make their appearance. While wait-

ing for the advance of the enemy, the 2 men that Captain Potter had
left to notify him of the approach of the enemy came up, and
reported brisk skirmishing at or about Willis'. We waited full half
an hour at point 13 before the rebels made their appearance, and
then gave them another lively skirmish, dismounting at least 2 more
of them, whose horses came rushing inside of our lines, 1 of which
was captured by our men and brought to camp. In this skirmish we
had 2 men wounded, 1 of whom, afteft)eing helped onto his mule by
Lieutenant Nichols, was afterward seen to fall from his mule and
was left to the tender mercies of the enemy. Some 2 or 3 more
whose mules faltered dismounted and took to the brush, and after-

ward came into camp afoot. When it became evident that we could
not remain much longer at Williams' (13), I sent 3 men out toward
Lott's to endeavor to communicate with Sergeant Drom, with orders
for him to take his men and proceed on the road leading to Sharon,
and make for the Canton road with all possible speed. We then re-

treated in as good order as possible to camp, the rebels following

us to within a mile or less of camp. The 3 men that I sent to warn
Sergeant Drom of his danger were unable to make the cross-roads

at Lott's, it being already covered by rebels. They then took to the

left through the fields, and made the Sharon road at a point between
Lott's and Sharon, where they found about 15 of Drom's men, from
which place most of them made their way safely to camp, skirmish-

ing with rebels at various points. Since returning to camp I have
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learned that Sergeant Drom, instead of making for Williams' and
thence to Willis', had turned to the east at Lott's and endeavored to

reach us at Willis' by a nearer road, and struck the road at a point
at or near 12, after we had passed said point in falling back, and had
skirmished considerably with the rebels at that point, being the firing

that our outlooks had reported having heard. Here Sergeant Drom
is said to have been killed or badly wounded, his men being com-
pelled to fall back on the .same road that they had advanced on,

being followed by a portion of the rebels. There are about 15 men
missing unaccounted for as yet.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
I am, sir, with much respect, very obediently, your humble servant,

W. 0. B. GILLESPIE,
First Lieut., and A. A. Q. M., ist Brig., Uh Div., 17th A. C.

Capt. William Warner,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 29.

Report of Capt. John Potter, Fifty-third Illinois Infantry, of skir-

mishes on Pearl River.

Camp 53d Regiment Illinois Infantry Volunteers,
Hebron, Miss., March 6, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to transmit herewith the following

report

:

On the morning of February 27, 1864, while in camp near Pearl

River, Miss., I was detailed to take command of the foraging party

from the Fifty-third Illinois Infantry and report them to the head-

quarters of First Brigade. Upon reporting, I was placed in coni-

mand of the foraging party from the brigade, consisting of 66 pri-

vates and 4 sergeants from the different regiments of the brigade.

My instructions from the acting assistant adjutant-general were to

forage under the directions of Lieutenant Gillespie. Lieutenant

Gillespie took the advance, and I followed with the guard. We
started on a cross-road running north, and after traveling about

three-quarters of a mile we came out on the Canton road. Taking

the Canton road we traveled about 1 mile, and then left the Canton

road and took a cross-road running northeast. This we followed

about 3 miles, when Lieutenant Gillespte Ordered a halt. He then

directed me to leave a sergeant and 13 men from the Fifty-third Illi-

nois to guard the road until we returned. I left the guard, as

directed, giving the sergeant orders to throw out a picket on each

flank and in front. Lieutenant Gillespie then directed me to move
forward with the remainder of the party. Here we left the road on

which we had been traveling and took a road running through a

thick wood and in an easterly direction.- When about 1 mile from

the road where we left the guard, Lieutenant Gillesgie again ordered

a halt, and directed me to leave a sergeant and 10 men from the

Third Regiment Iowa Infantry. The instructions which he directed

me to give this guard were as follows : If they saw the enemy
approaching thev w^re to fall back to the guard from the Fifty-

third Illinois, which had been left to guard the road. If they

encountered no enemy they were to remain where they had been

stationed until we returned or sent them orders to follow. We then

moved forward until we came to a large swamp. Here Lieutenant

16 R R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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Gillespie ordered another halt. He then took 10 men as a guard
and went in search of meat, which was supposed to be concealed

somewhere in the swamp. He returned in about an hour, and
directed me to send a sergeant and 4 men back to the squads which
we had left as guards, with orders for the men of the Third Iowa to

join those of the Fifty-third Illinois, the whole to return in a body
to the Canton road and there await our return. After baving sent

the sergeant and 4 men back. Lieutenant Gillespie directed me to

follow him. I did so, and after traveling about two hours we came
out on the Canton road at a point about 7 miles northeast of our
camps. Soon after striking the Canton road we discovered a squad
of mounted men following in our rear. I paid but little attention

to them at first, thinking their squad too small to trouble us. We
had gone but a short distance farther when one of the men came up
from the rear, and reported a strong force of the enemy pursuing us.

Our position at this time not being a good one, I piished on until I

gained the top of a large hill. Here I halted, dismounted my men,
and formed a line across the road. I had barely time to accomplish
this when the enemy came in sight, about 50 in number. They were
coming at a gallop and in bad order, the leader being some distance
in advance of his men. I ordered my men not to fire until I gave
them orders to do so. The rebel leader came up to within about 40
yards of me, when I ordered him to halt. He did so. He having
on a blue shirt or jacket under his great coat, I asked him who he
was, as I was in some doubt upon that subject. He replied by shout-
ing, "Who are you?" By tnis time several of his men came up
%vith him, and I could see that they wore the Confederate uniform.
I then ordered my men to fire. Our first volley turned and confused
them, and our second emptied two saddles and sent them flying back
in the direction from which they came. We kept up our fire as long
as they were in sight. As soon as they were out of sight I gave the
order to mount, and pushed on until I came near the road where the
squads from the Fifty-third Illinois and Third Iowa had been ordered
to meet us. About this time a man who was some distance in the
rear came up and reported to me that the enemy were coming on
again with a force larger than before. We were by this time at the
road where the Third Iowa sergeant and his squad were ordered to
report. Here we found Lieutenant Gillespie, who had been missing
since the first attack. He reported that the sergeant and squad had
not yet come up. Thinking it beet -io wait as long as possible for
them, I ordered the men to dismount and form line, leaving every
fourth man to hold horses. We then went back a short distance
and formed on the brow of a small hill to wait for the enemy to
approach. We waited but a short time before they came, this
time about 150 sti'ong. They came up in good order, formed line,

and attempted to charge us. Our first fire broke and confused them.
They retreated a short distance, formed line, and again came up at

a charge, but with no better success than before. Our first volley
turned and scattered them and emptied ^veral saddles. Their
leader soon formed them, and again they came up at full gallop.

Again were they repulsed. This time their leader tumbled from his

saddle, and was not seen to rise again. About this time a man from
the Thirty-tlTird Wisconsin Infantry was severely wounded. I

ordered 2 men to take him to the rear, put him on a horse, and start

with him for camp. When this was done I ordered the men to fall

back and mount ; then we started for camp, traveling as fast as our
worn-out horses and mules could go without leaving men behind.
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The wounded man must have oeen captured, as his horse was too
badly used up to keep up with the squad. I arrived in camp with
all the men I took out except those who, by direction of Lieutenant
Gillespie, had been left to guard roads. Nearly all of these men
must have been captured, as but 4 of them have ever returned to
their commands. I cannot close this report without first mention-
ing the bravery and gallant conduct of Quartermaster Mchols, of
the Thirty-third Regiment Wisconsin Infantry, who rendered me
valuable and efl&cient service throughout the di'fEerent skirmishes of
the day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN POTTER,

Captain Company F, 53d Regt. 111. Inf. Vols.

Capt. William Warner,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 30.

Report of Maj. George W. Crosley, Third Iowa Infantry, of expe-
dition to Meridian.

Headquarters Third Iowa Infantry,
Hebron, Miss., March 6, 1864.

Sir : In compliance with orders, I have the honor to make the fol-

lowing report of the loss of this regiment during the recent expedi-
tion. As the regiment was almost constantly under the immediate
notice and direction of the general commanding the brigade, and as
the only detached duty we were called upon to perform was the de-
struction of railroad at Meridian and Enterprise, I presume it is only
necessary for me to make a detailed report of the loss of the regi-

ment in the affair of the 28th of February.
On the morning of the 28th of February, 23 men of this regiment,

under charge of Sergt. Daniel Buckley, Company A, were ordered
to report to brigade headquarters to go out with the brigade forag-
ing party. During the day the party was attacked by the enemy's
cavalry, and Sergeant Buckley and 12 men of the detail from this

regiment were taken prisoners. The following is a list* of thenames
of the men captured. Private Francis M. Coverston is known to

be wounded severely, perhaps mortally. Corpl. William H. Symms
was seen to fall from his horse, and is sugpcjped to be killed. Noth-
ing is known of the fate of the rest of the party.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant.

G. W. CROSLEY,
Major, Commanding Third Iowa Infantry.

Capt. William Warner,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 31. ^
Reports of Col. Jonathan B. Moore, TJiirty-fhirdWisconsin Infantry,

of expedition to Meridian.

Hdqrs. Thirty-third Regt. Wisconsin Volunteers,
Near Hebron, Miss., March 5, 1864.

Sir : In compliance with General Orders, No. 4, of this date, I

have the honor to submit to you the following report of the opera-

* Nominal list omitted.
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tions of the Thirty-third Wisconsin Volunteers in the recent expe-

dition to Jackson, Meridian, &c.

:

Pursuant to orders received on the 3d day of February, 1864, I

moved the regiment out of camp, near Hebron, Miss., at 8 a. m. on
the 3d day of February ultimo, having present for duty in my com-
mand 2 field, 3 stafE, and 13 line officers and 499 enlisted men.
The regiment crossed Black River on the 3d of February and en-

camped 3 miles east of the river on the Jackson road. Marched
through Jackson, Miss. , and crossed Pearl River on the 6th of Feb-
ruary, several skirmishes with the enemy having occurred in the

mean time, but in which the Thirty-third Wisconsin was not engaged.
Marched at sunrise on the 7th ultimo, and passed through Brandon

at 3 p. m. of same day.
Reached Morton at 3 p. m. on the 9th ultimo, passed through

Hillsborough on the 10th and reached Decatur February 12 at

10.30 p. m.
On the 13th ultimo, marched about 13 miles. Road blockaded and

bridge burnt at this point. Here an order was received ordering all

sick and disabled men to be left behind with the train. The Thirty-
third Wisconsin did not leave a man.
Marched at 9.30 a. m. on the 14th February, and reached Meridian,

Miss., on the 15th ultimo at 10 a. m., in the midst of a severe storm
of rain. In the afternoon of same day the regiment proceeded to

tear up railroad at and near Meridian, according to orders.

On the 16th February, at 7 a. m., the regiment marched with the
Fourth Division to Enterprise, Miss., a distance of 17 miles from Me-
ridian. Here the Thirty-third Wisconsin was detailed for provost
duty, and remained on duty as provost guards until the morning of

the 19th ultimo, on which day the regiment marched about 18 miles
and camped near Chunky Creek, 4 miles west of Meridian. From
this point daily marches were made of from 10 to 18 miles, until
the 2oth ultimo, when the regiment crossed Pearl River and camped
on Terry's plantation.
On the 27th February, the Thirty-third Wisconsin marched at

11.45 a. m., with orders to destroy a bridge across Pearl River, near
Madisonville. The regiment encountered a small body of the ene-
my's cavalry near Smith's Ferry. After an exchange of shots the
enemy broke and fled in confusion, and the regiment proceeded to
Pearl River and effectually destroyed the bridge aforesaid. On the
morning of this day and before thfe regiment left Terry's plantation,

I caused to be detailed, in obedience to orders, 1 sergeant, James E.
Drom, Company H., and 14 men to forage for the use of the Thirty-
third Wisconsin. These men were placed, with details from the
other regiments in the brigade, under the charge of Lieut. W. C. B.
Gillespie, acting assistant quartermaster First Brigade, Fourth
Division, Seventeenth Army Corps.
During the day this party was attacked by a large body of the

enemy's cavalry and driven back, with the loss of the following men
of the Thirty-third Wisconsin : Sergt. James E. Drom, Company
H ; Corpl. Romanzo J. Ashley, Company A ; Private Warren D.
Card, Company H ; Private William Neff, Company I ; Private
James H. Bowlsby, Company C. The fate of these men is unknown,
but they are undoubtedly killed or taken prisoners. The last that

was seen of them they were almost surrounded by the enemy and
fighting with undaunted bravery. The loss of these men is much
felt and regretted by the regiments, particularly that of Sergeant
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Drom and Corporal Ashley, who were among the best non-commis-
sioned officers in the regiment. No other loss occurred to the regi-
ment on the expedition.
On the 4th day of March, 1864, the Thirty-third Wisconsin arrived

in camp near Hebron, Miss.
Too much cannot be said in praise of the officers and men of my

command for the excellent order and discipline which has been
observed by the regiment on this expedition, and for the manner in
which all their duties have been performed.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. B. MOORE,
Colonel, Commanding Tliirty-third Wisconsin Volunteers.

Capt. William Warner,
Acting Assistant Adjidant-General.

Hdqrs. Thirty-third Regt. Wisconsin Volunteers,
Near Canton, Miss., February 28, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, pursuant to orders received
on the 27th instant, I moved my command to Madisonville, Miss.,
reaching that point at 5 p. m. of yesterday. Here we met a small

Earty of rebel cavalry, who exchanged shots with us, but broke and
ed on the Smith's Ferry road without any loss on either side. At

Smith's Ferry I found a very fine pontoon bridge, which I effect-

ually destroyed. At Madisonville I found a steam saw-mill and
grist-mill. The saw-mill had been used by the Confederates to saw
the timber for the pontoon bridge above mentioned. I deemed it

proper to destroy this saw-mill, and acting without orders on the
subject I effectually destroyed it by breaking the saws and machinery
to pieces. The grist-mill I left in running order.

I am glad to say of my command that no building or fence has
been fired on the march, nor any property destroyed without orders.

Very respectfully,

J. B. MOORE,
Colonel, Commanding Thirty-third Wisconsin Volunteers.

Capt. William Warner,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 32.

Report of Col. Cyrus Hall, Fourteenth Illinois Infantry, command-
ing Second Brigade, of expedition to Meridian.

Hdqrs. 2d Brig., 4th Div., Seventeenth Army Corps,
Camp Hebron, Miss.

,
^larch 9, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part

taken by my command in the recent expedition to Meridian and
Enterprise

:

My brigade, composed of the Fourteenth, Fifteenth, and Seven-
ty-sixth Illinois Infantry Regiments, left Camp Hebron on the morn-
ing of the 3d of February and marched to Black River, where a
hdt of two hours was made, after which I crossed the river and
marched to Amsterdam, where my command encamped for the night.
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The next morning, February 4, my brigade was in advance of the

Seventeenth Army Corus, a small detachment of cavalry forming

the advance guard, which, upon reaching the famous battle-ground

of Champion's Hill, was suddenly assailed by a superior force of

the enemy and somewhat rudely handled. General Crocker here

ordered me to deploy my leading regiment (the Fifteenth Illinois

Infantry) as skirmishers, and move carefully forward^ and if possi-

ble develop the position and purpose of the enemy. After advanc-

ing thus for a short distance, my skirmishers became earnestly

engaged with the enemy, who disputed every inch of ground with
ability and determination. I then brought up the Fourteenth and
Seventy-sixth Illinois Infantry Regiments and formed them on the

right and left of the Clinton road, in easy supporting distance of the

line of skirmishers. In this order I moved my command forward
until we arrived at the forks of the road west of Baker's Creek,

where the enemy opened upon us with two pieces of artillery, using
shot and shell with great accuracy. The Twelfth Wisconsin (of the

Third Brigade, Brig. Gen. W. Q. Gresham commanding) came for-

ward to assist the Fifteenth Illinois Infantry, whose stock of ammu-
nition was growing short, and in passing an open field in rear of the
line of the skirmishers became exposed to the enemy's fire, one shot

from the enemy's guns proving fatal to 3 men of the regiment. A
solid shot passed trough the ranks of the Fourteenth Illinois In-

fantry, fortunately doing no damage with the exception of wounding
1 man slightly. The line of skirmishers was pushed forward to

Baker's Creek, closely followed up by my brigade in line of battle.

Here we encamped for the night, having driven the enemy for a
distance of 7 miles over a very rough and broken country, which
afforded several very favorable positions for the enemy, from which
it was very difficult to dislodge them. Notwithstanding the disad-

vantages under which we labored, such was the skill and adroitness

of the officers and men of the Fifteenth Illinois Infantry that but 1

officer and 2 men were wounded during the day. From information
obtained from prisoners and from unmistakable evidences left upon
the field, the loss of the enemy was very severe.

Our march after this until we arrived at Meridian was a very
pleasant one. The heavy rain on the morning of our arrival at Me-
ridian had but little effect upon the troops, owing to the foresight
of our commanding general in permitting us to occupy the houses of
the citizens of Meridian. " '*

From Meridian we proceeded to the town of Enterprise, on the
Mobile and Ohio Railroad, where I was charged with the destruc-

tion of the railroad north of the town, which was done in a most
thorough manner, every tie being burned and every rail bent for a
distance of 6 miles.

After remaining at Enterprise until the morning of the 19th, we
commenced our return march, striking the road traveled in going
to Meridian, 3 miles west of Oktibbeha Creel^ Thence returning by
way of Decatur, Hillsborough, Canton, &c.
On the 1st day of March, my command left Canton, marching 8

miles and camping on Rick's plantation, where it did not leave until

12 o'clock on the morning of the 2d, during which time we witnessed
the performances of the enemy's cavalry, which was pressing our
cavalry in the rear rather sharply. I placed my entire command in

line of battle, and disposed of the two pieces of artillery left with my
brigade by order of Brigadier-General Crocker and awaited their
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approach, but they came not. After exchanging a few shots at long
range the artillery limbered up, and the entire brigade moved off as
usual. Heavy skirmishing was kept up until we reached Livingston,
near which place we found the column halted. Having closed up
upon the column, we remained about four hours, during which time
the enemy came up in large numbers upon our flanks. I again placed
my two guns in position and gave them a few shells, which sent
them in every direction at the top of their speed. Here the enemy
withdrew, and as far as I know did not iire another gun upon any of

our forces.

My command arrived at Hebron, Miss., on the 4th day of March,
having been absent thirty days. Executed a march of 350 miles with-
out having a single case of sickness of a serious character in the en-

tire command.
Of the officers commanding regiments in this brigade I cannot

speak too highly. Col. George C. Rogers, Fifteenth Illinois Infantry,
was wounded by a spent ball at Baker's Creek, while receiving in-

structions from me as to the disposition of his regiment for the night.

I would most respectfully and earnestly call the attention of the
commanding general to Lieutenant Allison, of Company H, Fifteenth
Illinois Infantry, who lost one hand and part of the other at the

battle of the Hatchie, and was again severely wounded in the leg in

the engagement at Champion's Hill. His gallantry and soldier-

like qualities are highly commended by his regimental commander.
During this expedition the officers and men, with but very few ex-

ceptions, behaved remarkably well. A list of casualties has already
been transmitted to your headquarters.

I have the honor to be, captain, very respectfully your obedient

servant.
CYRUS HALL,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Capt. C. Cadle, Jr.,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 33.

Report of Brig. Gen. Walter Q. Greshqjn^U. S. Army, command-
ing lliird Brigade, of expedition to Meridian.

Hdqrs. Third Brig., Fourth Div., 17th Army Corps,
Hebron, Miss., March 5, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the

operations of my command on the recent expedition through Mis-

sissippi :
T -r. . J

On the 4th ultimo, being the second day out, tha Second Brigade,

Colonel Hall, encountered the enemy's cavalry on the eastern slope

of Champion's Hill, and advanced skirmishing to within li miles

of Baker's Creek, when I received orders from General Crocker to

send a regiment to the front and relieve the Fifteenth Illinois.

The Twelfth Wisconsin, Lieutenant-Colonel Proudfit command-
ing, was ordered up and moved forward promptly and cheerfully

and relieved the Fifteenth Illinois and drove the enemy up to and

across Baker's Creek, with a loss of 3 men killed and 3 wounded.
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In tliis charge tlie Twelfth Wiscojisin captured 1 lieutenant and 5

men. The enemy left on the field 4 men killed and 1 major mor-
tally wounded. At the same time and place the Fifty-Third
Indiana had 2 men wounded. Near Decatur the Twelfth Wiscon-
sin had 1 man killed and 2 wounded while on duty with a forage
party, and near the same place 4 men straggled from the Fifty-third

Indiana and were captured. No casualties in either" of the other

regiments.
On the 16th ultimo, in pursuance to orders from Brigadier-Gen-

eral Crocker, with my own brigade, the Eleventh Illinois Cavalry and
one section of Spear's battery, I proceeded from Enterprise to Quit-

man and destroyed a large railroad bridge over the Chickasawha, 2

miles south of the town. The bridge was covered and 210 feet long.

Immediately north of the bridge I effectually destroyed 600 yards
of trestle, from 10 to 30 feet high. We also destroyed the railroad

depot at Quitman, the large and elegant hospital buildings, recently-

erected, one large steam flouring-mill, and one large steam saw-mill.
The railroad bridge was guarded by the Ninth Alabama, but on our
approach they abandoned their stockades and fled in the direction of

Mobile.
Having accomplished the object of our expedition to Quitman,

I moved my command back to the head of Alligator Swamp and
bivouacked for the night, having marched from 7 a.m. to 8 p. m. 27
miles and worked four hours.
On the morning of the 17th, we destroyed the trestle-work over

Alligator Swamp, ]| miles in length, and from 9 to 30 feet high. We
also destroyed 2^ miles of railroad north of the swamp, burning the
ties and heating and bending every rail.

During the expedition my brigade marched 375 miles, destroyed
4i miles of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, 2 miles of which were
bridges and trestle. Although the march was fatiguing, both officers

and men bore it with cheerfulness and without a murmur.*
I am. captain, very respectfully, &c.

,

W. Q. GEESHAM,
Brigadier- Oeneral, Covimanding Brigade.

Capt. C. Cadle, Jr.,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. §4.'

Report of Col. Edward F. Winslow, Fourth Iowa Cavalry, com-
vianding Cavalry, Seventeenth Army Corps, of expedition to Me-
ridian.

Headquarters Cavalry Forces,
Near Vicksburg, Miss., February 29, 1864.

Colonel : In obedience to orders from Major-General McPher-
son, my command moved over Big Black af the railroad bridge
about noon, 3d instant, and bivouacked at Baker's Creek bridge.
Marched at 6.30 next morning toward Raymond, meeting enemy's

cavalry in soiQe force soon after leaving the' Jackson road. A
charge upon our left flank was repulsed and the enemy followed to

the main road, from whence a detour was made and the enemy

* Nominal list of casualties (omitted) shows 4 men kUled, 7 wounded, and 4 miss-

ing ; total, 15.
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again encountered at Mr. Walton's, near Bolton. The Tenth Mis-
souri (Major Benteen commanding) being in front, were dismounted,
and the enemy driven immediately from his position with some loss,

among others 1 major, 1 captain, and 1 second-lieutenant being killed.

On morning of 5th, taking a right-hand road at Woodman's, we
entered Clinton by the Raymond road just after the enemy left the
town, and found them strongly posted 2 miles east, when'we moved
to the right and approached Jackson by the Mississippi Springs upper
road, and when arrived within 1^ miles of the city discovered the
enemy's column, 3 miles in length, moving by fours toward and into

J[ackson] on the main road half a mile in front, falling back before

the advance of Major-General Hurlbut's column, then about 5 miles
from the city. Taking advantage of the enemy's surprise at our
sudden appearance, I moved quickly forward to the attack, dis-

mounting the Fourth Iowa (Major Parkell commanding), whi'^h was
in front, that they might gain the hill at intersection of the top 's, and
directing the Eleventh Illinois (Lieutenant-Colonel Kerr coi.imand-
ing) to deploy to the left, advance over the open ground, ascend the hill,

and strike the enemy in his flank and rear. Observing that the enemy
advanced one regiment in line to cover his flank and his lateral

movement, I caused one rifled gun to throw a few shells into their

column in order to aid the attack of Colonel Kerr. One shell killed

3 men. Meantime the Tenth Missouri were pushed forward, imme-
diately following the Fourth Iowa, and advancing at a gallop closely

pursued through the line of fortifications and into Jackson that portion

of the enemy's column which retreated in that direction. The bri-

gade of Colonel Starke, with a portion of the one in front, being thus
cut off from the city, broke in disorder and fled toward the Canton
road, the Eleventh Illinois capturing from them 1 Rodman gun
and 1 ambulance, with cannoneers and drivers. Leaving directions

for the Fifth Illinois (Major Farnan commanding) and the Foiirth

Iowa to push out south and north, guarding the approaches to the city,

and directing the battery to occupy the hill commanding the place,

I proceeded, in accordance with instructions, to the rebel pontoon
bridge, arriving just in time to prevent, with Tenth Missouri, its de-

struction. At this time it was quite dark, and the respective regi-

ments bivouacked in their positions. By this success the enemy were
prevented from occupying the fortifications, from destroying stores

and the bridge, and a large number of men were dispersed through
the surrounding country, who failed to rejoin their commands during

the time of the expedition. Several rebel general officers escaped

capture by hard riding.

The next morning a reconnaissance for 5 miles toward Canton
developed no enemy in force, but exhibited many evidences of hasty

flight on preceding evening, quite a number of wagons, ambulances,

and much other property being abandoned on this road. Biv-

ouacked near the asylum until 9 a. m. , 7th instant, when the command
crossed Pearl River, and taking a left-hand road fij^miles out entered

Brandon, encamping 3 miles east of that place, in advance of the

army, after a slight skirmish with some rebel cavalry.

At 6 o'clock next day took the advance of the army and encamped
on Line Creek, skirmishing the entire distance, 19 miles.

Reporting to Major-General Hurlbut morning of 9th instant, we
moved past Morton, near which place the enemy were found in line

of battle on the preceding evening, and encamped east of Shockalo

Creek.
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.Marched on 10th instant 16 miles, passing through Hillsborough,

where we had a short skirmish, encamping 5 miles in advance of

the army, on Ontagoloo Creek.
On the evening of the 11th, encamped east of Coonahatta Creek,

marching 15 miles ; Captain Parsons, with two companies, proceeding

to Lake Station and aiding in the destruction of property.

Encamped east of Chunky Creek at 5 p. m., 13th "instant, after

considerable heavy skirmishing.
Marching at daylight on 13th, encamped 10 miles west of Me-

ridian, fighting some hours after dark (Fourth Iowa in advance),

over a rough, mountainous country, driving the enemy 5 miles and
punishing him severely. Above one hundred stand of arms were
abandoned by him during this fighting. The obstruction of these

rough roads by felling of timber was prevented.
Moved early on morning of 14th instant, meeting command of

Brigadier-General Ferguson 2 miles west of Meridian, driving the
enemy speedily through the town. Bivouacked at 3 p. m. on plan-

tation of Mr. McLamore, remaining there until morning of the 16th,

the enemy having retreated beyond Marion.
During the march the command had been in the saddle twelve

days ; were engaged with the enemy much of that time, always suc-

cessfully ; had expended above 50,000 rounds small ammunition.
The enemy had left on the different fields 50 men dead, and must of

course have lost others and had men wounded in due proportion.
Thirty of these wounded were found in one hospital at Lauderdale
Springs. The men had burned but one building, had worked hard
at making roads and building bridges^ and had conducted themselves
as true patriot soldiers.

The prisoners captured to this date numbered 72, many of them
of rank, and 37 deserters had been received, all transferred to in-

fantry commands.
Notwithstanding a march of above 175 miles, the horses were in

better condition than when we left Big Black River.
The Eleventh Illinois Cavalry, being directed to report to Brig.

Gen. M. M. Crocker, commanding Fourth Division, Seventeenth
Army Corps, did not rejoin me until after my arrival at Canton,
and I cannot now give any account of the operations of that regi-

ment during this temporary detachment.
While the army remained in and around Meridian my command

scouted to the east and north, desti-oying property, bridges, &c.,
and traveling many miles.

During the first two days of the return march we had the rear of
the Sixteenth Army Corps marching to Union. At this point, acting
under special instructions from Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman, com-
manding Department of the Tennessee, I proceeded north, through
Philadelphia and over the Pearl River, to a point about 10 miles
south of Louisville, thence across over to the main road from that
place to Kosciusko, passing through the latter place, Thomastown,
and Sharon, to Canton, where we arrived at 2 p. m., 25th instant,

one day in advance of the army, having met no enemy north of the
Pearl.

The command, of Brig. Gen. William Sooy Smith could not be
definitely heard from. I sent two messengers eastward, with in-

structions to join him if possible.

Remained in bivouac on Three Mile Creek, east of Canton, during
the 2Gth instant.
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Acting under orders from tlie major-general commanding, with
Fonrth Iowa Cavalry, I had the honor of escorting him to Big Black,
arriving at Messinger's at daylight, morning of the 28th.

The three regiments remaining at Canton were placed in charge
of Lieutenant-Colonel Kerr, senior ofi&cer.

Not having received the reports of regimental commanders, I can-
not give exact account of our casualties, but am confident they will

not exceed following exhibit, viz : Officers, no casualties ; enlisted

men: killed, 10; wounded, 13; missing, 15; total, 37.* Our capture
of horses largely exceeds the number of those killed and abandoned.
Just previous to our arrival at Canton the command gathered up

a large number of negroes and mules. The negroes and several

prisoners of war, captured on return march, were transferred to the
infantry at Canton. Several mills, two fine bridges over the Pearl,

and some other property was burned by order, and I regret to say
that some other buildings were wantonly destroyed. The case of

one officer caught firing a building has been reported through proper
channels.

I cannot praise too liighly the conduct of the entire command, when
under fire, and respectfully mention following officers as deserving

especial credit : Maj. F. W. Benteen and Captain Neet, Tenth Mis-

souri Cavalry ; Captains Dee and Parsons and First Lieut. Alonzo
Clark, Fourth Iowa Cavalry; also Capt. M. H. Williams, acting

assistant inspector-general, and First Lieut. A. B. Fitch, acting

assistant quartermaster (acting aides), both of whom rendered me
valuable assistance.

The command traveled, previous to my leaving Canton, an average
of 425 miles to the regiment.
The number of men on the expedition was 1,400, of whom 1,300

were subject to my orders.

I respectfully call your attention to the great want of horses and
arms.
Hoping this brief report of the operations of the command will

be satisfactory, I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,

E. F. WINSLOW,
Colonel and Chief of Cavalry.

Lieut. Col. William T. Clark,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Seventeenth Army Corps.

No. 35.

Reports of Brig. Gen. W. Sooy Smith, U. S. Army, commanding
expedition from Memphis, including operations since December
28, 1863.

Memphis, Tenn.,
February 26, 1864.

Sir : Major-General Butterfield kindly offers to bear a letter to

you, and as the boat is waiting to start I will write you as concisely

as possible without referring to my journal for dates.

I moved the infantry brigade temporarily assigned to my com-

* But see revised statement, p. 193.
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maiid* first on Panola and then on Wyatt, and drew Forrest's forces

and attention to these points while I threw my whole cavalry force

to New Albany, where I crossed the Tallahatchie without opposition.

Forrest then fell back to Grenada, and I moved on by way of

Pontotoc to the swamp at the crossing of the Houlka. Here we
were met by Gholson's rabble of State troops, to the number of about
COO, whom we stampeded and drove pell-mell across' the swamp,
which we found held in force by the enemy. There was but a cor-

duroy road leading through it, which was impassable by cavalry and
could not be turned. So I pressed a saucy attack upon the line of

the road as if to force it, and swung my main body over to Okolona
and thence threw off a brigade to Aberdeen, threatening Columbus,
and moved the other two brigades right down the railroad, destroy-
ing it as we went, tearing up the ties, burning them and bending the
rails.

From Okolona to West Point we found Government corn in im-
mense quantities all along the road, and this we burned until there
was a line of fire from place to place. I had ijo means of ascertain-
ing definitely what was Government corn and what the property of
private citizens, and could only burn that which was cribbed near
the railroad. This I did to the extent of from 1,000,000 to 2,000,000
of bushels. We also destroyed 3,000 bales of Confederate cotton;
private cotton was not disturbed.
All along this portion of our march negroes came flocking to our

lines with horses and mules by the hundreds and thousands.
As we approached West Point, we found about a brigade of the

enemy drawn up to meet us. This brigade we drove back across
the Sakatouchee Swamp, on our right, after a short, sharp fight.

We advanced to West Point and felt of the enemy, who was
posted back of the Sakatonchee on our right and the Oktibbeha in
our front, in force fully equal to my own that was available for
service, encumbered as we were with our pack-mules and the cajD-

tured stock, which by this time must have numbered full 3,000
horses and mules. The force consisted of mounted infantry, which
was dismounted and in strong position under good cover, and beyond
obstacles which could only be passed by defiles. To attempt to force
my way through under such circumstances would have been the
height of folly. I could not cross the Tombigbee, as there were no
bridges and the stream could not be forded. To have attempted to
turn the position by our right wouid -^ave carried me all the way
round to Houston again, and Forrest could again check me at the
Houlka Swamp. I was ten days behind time ; could get no com-
munication through to you ; did not know but what you were re-

turning, and so determined to make a push at Forrest in front while
I retired all my incumbrances and my main body rapidly toward
Okolona, just in time to prevent a rebel brigade from getting in my
rear, which had been thrown back for that purpose.
We then retired, fighting for over 60 miles day and night, and

had the fighting all our own way except at* Okolona, where the
Second Tennessee Cavalry, the last regiment of a brigade that I

had thrown into line to cover the passage of our column by the
town, that brols.e from line into column to move off, stampeded, and
galloped over our rear guard, drove a battery of little pop-guns off

into a ditch, where it was so badly smashed up that we could not

Colonel McMillen's First Brigade, First Division, Sixteenth Army Corps.
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fet it along, though we had ample time to have done so, as we un-
itched the horses, destroyed the ammunition, and spiked the guns.

They spread confusion everywhere, and the rebels, taking advantage
of it, pitched into us and gave us a pretty rough handling, inflict-

ing a loss upon us of perhaps 300 or 400 men, killed, wounded, and
missing. We at last got organized forces enough to the rear to

check the enemy again, and continued our running fight, giving
them volley after volley from every line of cover, and then retiring
to the next, losing lightly all the while and firing upon the enemy,
who were constantly advancing upon positions of our own choosing.
This was continued to a good position about 10 miles this side of

Okolona, where I disposed a heavy force and let them advance upon
us, and gave them a very handsome thrashing after about one hour's
hard fighting.

We made some splendid saber charges during this action, and
could have cut them to pieces had it not been for the undergrowth
to which they fled.

Their loss must have been very large, as we poured a heavy direct

and flank fire upon them at close range for the space of an hour,
while some of my regiments were charging them in flank. One
of the prisoners we took said he saw Colonel Forrest, brother to the

general, fall killed.

This fight sickened them so that their subsequent attacks were
very feeble, though they followed almost to New Albany.
Our total loss in killed and wounded will reach probably 400, and

of stragglers they must have picked up perhaps 200 or 300, possibly

more, but this is immaterial. They took very few prisoners from us
in actual battle.

And now, general, I can but express my deep regret that I could

not get through to you, knowing how greatly you could have been
aided by so large a cavalry force, but it was simply impossible, from
the following causes : First, the clumsiness of so large a command,
encumbered as it was with pack trains and captured stock. Second,

the peculiar formation of the country, traversed as it is by an ugly
barrier from Grenada to West Point. Third, the number and char-

acter of the enemy numex-ically equal to my available force and
better armed for fighting dismounted.
The results of my trip are as follows : First, corn burned, from

1,000,000 to 3,000,000 bushels. Second, Confederate cotton burned,

3^000 bales. Third, 30 miles of railroad,destroyed. Fourth, 3,000

horses and mules and 1,500 negroes brought out of the enemy's coun-

try. Fifth, losses inflicted on the enemy in killed and wounded, I

think not less than 500 or 600, possibly much greater, and prisoners,

100. Sixth, forage and provisions for 7,000 of our troops taken from
the enemy during our march.
Then, as to the movement of troops we occasioned from your front,

if any, you know better than we do. If I could have been in time

I would have made still more strenuous efforts to reach you, but I

could not learn whether you were still at Meridiem or whether you
had retired.

The rebel troops were reported falling back toward Demopolis and
Selma, where they wern being heavily re-enforced from Dalton and
Atlanta.

I will soon write you, referring to my journal for dates.

We left West Point to return on the 23d instant.
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Our cavalry is weary, but will soon be rested and in better con-

dition than before. I will set Grierson to work fixing them up and
go to Nashville immediately, where I am greatly needed.

Grierson behaved nobly, and is a man of more capacity than either

you or I have credited him with.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. SOOY SMITH,
Brigadier- General, Chief of Cavalry.

Maj. Gen. W. T. Sheeman,
Commanding Department of the Tennessee.

Memphis, Tenn.,
February 26, 1864.

Sir : I penetrated to West Point, Miss., withmy cavalry, reaching
that point on Sunday, the 21st instant.

Burnt 2,000,000 bushels of corn and 2,000 bales of Confederate cot-

ton. Brought out about 3,000 horses and mules and 1,500 negroes.

Could not force my way through to Sherman. He took Meridian
at noon on Sunday, the 14th instant, without serious resistance.

Enemy reported falling back on Demopolis and Selma, where they
are said to be re-enforcing from Dalton and Atlanta.

I could not hear that Sherman had advanced beyond Meridian.
A portion of his force was reported at Lauderdale and afterward at

Scooba, but I could not get into communication with him.
I fought the rebels at four points severely, and skirmished with

them as we retired for 60 miles. We had the best of them at all

points except at Okolona, where our loss was very severe, including
a battery of small howitzers, which was driven into a ditch and so

disabled that we could not get it along. This whole trouble resulted
from the bad conduct of a portion of McCrillis' brigade.

I will write fully, and start back to Nashville about day after to-

morrow.
WM. SOOY SMITH,

Brigadier-Oeneral, Chief of Cavalry.

Maj. Gen. U. S. Grant,
Nashville.

Headquarters Chief op Cavalry,
Military Division of the Mississippi,

Nashville, Tenn., March 4,* 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of recent
cavalry operations made by the direction of Major-General Grant,
commanding the Military Division of the Mississippi, and in accord-
ance with the [orders andf] written instructions of Major-General
Sherman, commanding the Department of the Tennessee, copies of

which are herewith inclosed.!
On the 28th day of December, 1863, I started from this city with

•Another report, dated April 3, 1864, is on file ; discrepancies between that and
this are indicated by foot notes,

t Not in report of April 3.

jSee inclosure No. 3 to Sherman's report of March 7, 1864, p. 181.
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the Second, Third, and Fourth Tennessee Cavalry Regiments, Third
and Fifth Kentucky Cavalry, and Twenty-eighth Kentucky Mounted
Infantry.
On the 30th, I reached Columbia, from which point I sent the Third

Kentucky Cavalry down the north bank of Duck River to scour the
country bordering that river on the north to the Tennessee River,
and to watch that stream from the mouth of Duck River to a point
opposite Fort Henry. The Fifth Kentucky Cavalry was ordered
down the south bank of Duck River to clear the country to the Ten-
nessee, and to watch that stream from the mouth of Duck River to

Savannah, where this regiment was to communicate with me and
receive further orders.

The object of these movements was to clear the country of the
bands of guerrillas that infested it, and to watch any attempt that

Forrest, who was then at Jackson, I'enn. , might make to throw his

force, or any portion of it, over into Middle Tennessee or Kentucky.
These regiments captured some 50 guerrillas, and among them

the notorious Colonel Hawkins.
The Third Kentucky Cavalry reported back at Nashville, accord-

ing to its instructions, and the Fifth Kentucky met my command
at Waynesborough and accompanied it from that point. The
Twenty-eighth Kentucky Mounted Infantry was ordered from Colum-
bia to Pulaski, Tenn., where it reported to General Crook, and was
assigned to duty with the Second Cavalry Division under his com-
mand, agreeably to my instructions.

General Crook sent the Fourth U. S. Cavalry as escort to a sup-

ply train, which I ordered him to send through with rations for my
command, from Pulaski to Savannah. He also sent the Seventy-

second Indiana Mounted Infantry through from Pulaski to Savannah
to open communication with that point, and hold the ferry-boats

there until the arrival of the command.
Upon reaching the Tennessee River, the whole command, consist-

ing of the Second, Third, and Fourth Tennessee Cavalry, Fifth Ken-
tucky Cavalry, Fourth U. S. Cavalry, and Seventy-second Indiana

Mounted Infantry, was thrown across the river and moved
toward Corinth, which point we reached on the 8tli day of January.

Forrest had moved southward into Mississippi before my command
reached the Tennessee River, urged to this step by the movement of

the troops of the Sixteenth Army Corps upon him.

Orders had been issued to abandon the railroad from Memphis to

Corinth, and I moved my command to Collierville, where I awaited

the arrival of Waring's brigade from Columbus, from which point

it was ordered to move to join our other [cavalry*] forces. Owing
to bad roads and the freshets, which made the crossing of the

streams extremely difficult, especially that of the Obion River, this

brigade was delayed, and only reached Collierville on Monday, the

8th day of February.
For full particulars of this march, I beg leave t^ refer to Colonel

Waring's report. Much of its ammunition had been sent by boats

from Columbus, and it was encumbered by a train which had to be

got rid of. By great effort the whole command was prepared for

the movement and put in motion on the 11th day of February.
Forrest had takefi position with all his forces behind the Talla-

hatchie River, determined to resist our crossing. I threw McMil-

* According to report of April 3.
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len's brigade of infantry, temporarily assigned to my command,
rapidly toward Panola, from Memphis, moving this brigade on the
8th day of February, and on the 11th ordered it to move toward
Wyatt, toward which point I directed the march of my whole cav-

alry force, until the impression was made that I intended forcing
a crossing at that point, which I attacked with the brigade of

infantry and attracted the attention and forces of thte enemy there
while I threw my whole cavalry force around by way of New
Albany, where I crossed the Tallahatchie without firing a shot,

although we were delayed a whole day at the crossing of Tippah
Creek, that was swollen by a freshet. We then moved rapidly on
Pontotoc and Houston.
When within 10 miles of Houston we encountered an outpost of the

enemy, consisting of State troops, under General Gholson. These
stampeded and ran away, leaving a portion of their arms behind them.
We continued to advance until we encountered the enemy in strong
force guarding the crossing of a swamp,which could only be passedby a
corduroy road, that was narrow and about 1 mile in length. Thisw^e
carried after some sharp fighting, and our advance pressed on to the
crossing of theHoulka Swamp, 3 miles north of Houston [this swamp
extends from a point 10 miles west of Houston to the*], at the junc-
tion of the Houlka with the Oktibbeha, near West Point, and can
only be crossed at a few points over narrow roads.
These roads were held by the enemy in force, and while our ad-

vance was directed to make a determined attack on the force hold-
ing the direct road to Houston, the main body was moved rapidly
to the eastward on Okolona, where it arrived so unexpectedly as
to capture a number of rebel officers and men on furlough.
From this point a regiment was thrown forward by a forced march

to Aberdeen to endeavor to seize ferry-boats to effect a crossing of
the Tombigbee if this should prove desirable, but no ferry-boats
were found.
The following morning one brigade was moved to the support of

this regiment and to threaten Columbus, while two brigades moved
down the railroad toward West Point, throwing out strong detach-
ments to make feints and watch the crossings of the Sakatonchee, on
our right, and destroy the road as they went, together with vast
amounts of corn that was collected in cribs near the railroad. They
also destroyed all the Confederate cotton that was found. The bri-
gade that went to Aberdeen did *th» same, and also destroyed a
very extensive tannery, together with about 2,000 hides.
Hearing that the enemy was concentrating in heavy force at West

Point, I concentrated my command at Prairie Station, 15 miles north
of West Point, and moved on that place on the 20th day of Feb-
ruary. About 1 mile north of the town we encountered a rebel
brigade, which we drove after a short, sharp fight. The whole com-
mand arrived near West Point at about 3 p. m. , and careful recon-
naissances were made of the Sakatonchee S"W|imp on our right, the
Oktibbeha on our front, and the Tombigbee on our left. They were
all found strongly held by the enemy, present in four brigades and
to the number of about 6,000 or 7,000, according to the best informa-
tion that could be obtained.
Exaggerated reports of Forrest's strength reached me constantly,

and it was reported that Lee was about to re-enforce him with a por-

* According to report of April 3.
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tion or the whole of his command. Columbus had been evacuated,
and all the State troops that could be assembled from every quarter
were drawn together at my front to hold the Oktibbeha against me,
while a heavy force was seen moving to my rear.
About 3,000 able-bodied negroes had taken refuge with us,

mounted on as many horses and mules that they had brought in
with them. We had in addition to this about 700 pack-mules, and
all these inciimbrances had to be strongly guarded against the flank
attacks that were constantly threatened. This absorbed about 2,000
of my available force. There remained a little less than 5,000 men
who could be thrown into action.
The enemy was in a position in my front and on my flanks which

afforded him every advantage. The ground was so obstructed as
to make it absolutely necessary that we should fight dismounted, and
for this kind of fighting the enemy, armed with Enfield and Austrian
rifles, was better prepared than our force, armed mainly with car-
bines. There was but one of my brigades that I could rely upon
with full confidence. The conduct of the other two on the march
had been such as to indicate such a lack of discipline as to create
in my mind the most serious apprehensions as to what would be
their conduct in action. Any reverse to my command, situated as

it was, would have been fatal.

I was ten days late with my movement owing to the delay of War-
ing's brigade in arriving from Columbus, and had every reason to

believe that General Sherman, having accomplished the purposes of

his expedition, had returned to Vicksburg. Under the circum-
stances I determined not to move my encumbered command into the
trap set for me by the rebels.

We had destroyed 2,000,000 bushels of corn, 2,000 bales of Con-
federate cotton, and 30 miles of railroad. We had captured about
200 prisoners, and 3,000 horses and mules, and rescued as many
negroes, well fitted for our service. I therefore determined to move
back and draw the enemy after me, that I might select my own posi-

tions and fight with the advantages in our favor.

In this I succeeded perfectly, disposing my forces behind every
crest of a hill and in every skirt of timber that furnished us cover,

and receiving the enemy by well-directed volleys at short range we
inflicted heavy losses iipon him at every attack, while our own
casualties were uniformly light, until wg reached Okolona, where,

after the Fourth Regulars had driven one entire rebel brigade out of

the town three times, a portion of McCrillis' brigade, sent to the sup-

port of the Fourth, stampeded at the yells of our own men charging,

and galloped back through and over everything, spreading confusion

wherever they went and driving Perkins' battery of six small mount-
ain howitzers off the road into a ditch, where the imperfect car-

riages they were mounted upon were all so broken that we could not

get the battery along and had to abandon it after spiking the guns,

chopping the carriages to pieces, and destroying tke ammunition.
Organized forces were immediately thrown to the rear and the enemy
handsomely repulsed.
Skirmishing continued about 10 miles, when we reached a fine po-

sition at Ivey's farn>. Here the ridge spread out into a wide, open

field, along the northern margin of whicli I deployed a line of dis-

mounted men consisting of four regiments. A battery was placed

in position near the road, from which it could enfilade the column as

17 K R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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it advanced. Just to the right of the battery the Fourth Missouri
Cavalry [and six companies of the Seventh Indiana Cavalry*] were
formed, and mounted for a saber charge, and the Third Tennessee
Cavalry (mounted) was sent to the extreme right with orders to

charge in flank when the troops made the direct charge in front.

While these dispositions were being made the enemy pressed our
rear guard, that was well posted, very heavily, and were sorely
handled. The rear guard was at last called off rapidly, and the rebel
column let into the space prepared for them, when the battery opened
upon them in veryhandsome style, and the dismounted troops poured
volley after volley into them. They pressed their attack with great
determination, but at last fell back. Just as they began to retire

they were charged very handsomely by the Fourth Missouri and
Seventh Indiana in front and by the Third Tennessee in flank. This
completely routed them, and they were driven from the field with
heavy loss.

It was reported that Colonel Forrest, brother to the general, com-
mander of a brigade, and Colonel Barksdale fell, and McCulloch,
another commander of a brigade, and Colonel Barteau were severely
wounded in this affair.

Strong detachments were thrown out upon our flanks at every
vulnerable point, and every attempt to cut our column by a flank
attack was met and thwarted. Our march was so rapid that the
enemy could not outstrip and intercept us, which he constantly
endeavored to do.
No heavy fighting occurred after we passed the Ivey farm, though

skirmishing continued as far as Pontotoc. I then moved back to
Memphis with everything that we had captured, content with the
very great injury we had inflicted upon them, and feeling that every-
thing had been achieved that was at all practicable under the cir-

cumstances.
My orders from General Sherman were so comprehensive as to

embrace everything that it would be possible for me to do, and I

could not regard them as imperative that I should make a junction
with his forces at all hazards, but on the contrary, he expressly
stated that he could get along without me if I found it impossible to
get through.
Returning, I drew the enemy after me and inflicted heavy losses

upon him, and saved my command, with all our captured stock and
prisoners and rescued negroes, with'Very trifling losses except in
stragglers captured.
Attempting to cut through to Sherman I would have lost my

entire command, and of course could have rendered him no assist-

ance.
The conduct of the entire Second Brigade, under Colonel Hep-

burn, was worthy of all praise. This brigade consists of the Sec-
ond Iowa Cavalry, Major Coon commanding ; Sixth Illinois Cavalry,
Lieutenant-Colonel Starr commanding; Sei^nth Illinois Cavalry,
Lieutenant-Colonel Trafton commanding, [and Ninth Illinois Cav-
alry, Lieutenant-Colonel Burgh commanding*]. All these ofBcers
acquitted themselves most creditably. The Fourth Missouri Cavalry,
Major Heinriehs commanding ;. the Third Tennessee Cavalry, Major
Minnis commanding, and the Seventh Indiana Cavalry, Colonel
Shanks commanding, also made brilliant charges, while the Fourth

*According to report of April 3.
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Regulars, under Captain Bowman, charged a whole rebel brigade
tliree times, and routed it at every charge.
Captain Bowman and Lieutenant Davis were particularly distin-

.i^nished for their gallantry. Lieut. W. H. Ingerton, who acted as
my assistant adjutant-genei'al, led the charge of the Third Tennes-
sft! most brilliantly, and was uniformly distinguished by his skill

iuul dashing bravery.
[All the officers here referred to deserve promotion, and the inter-

ests of the service would be promoted by their advancement to higher
rank. They are brave, skillful, and valuable cavalry officers.*]

General Grierson's conduct was worthy of all praise. [Whenever
there was anything to be done he was sure to be found. His skill in
managing cavalry movements and in handling commands in action
was obvious and admirable.*]
Information since obtained fully justifies the decision to retire

1 >efore Forrest's force from West Point. General Sherman's expe-
ditionary force had withdrawn from Meridian before my arrival at

West Point, on a line that could not have been known to me, cut off

Hs I was from any communication with him. Forrest's force is ascer-

tained to have been rather above than below my estimate. Chal-
mers was moving with two brigades by way of Houston to my rear,

while Lee, with from 3,000 to 4,000 men, was ordered up to join

Forrest in my front.

The country south of West Point and Houston abounds in swamps
and streams, extremely difficult to cross when the defiles leading to

and over them were held by an enemy. The incumbrances which
already overburdened me would [have] increased and it was impos-
sible to shake them off, and, involved in an exceedingly intricate and
I (Instructed country, I would have been compelled to contend thus
encumbered with a force numerically largely superior to my own-
and, looking back upon the movement, I would in no way have been
justifiable in moving at the time appointed without the whole force

^v-liicll I was ordered to take. [By an unexpected contingency the

requirements of my orders became incompatible, and I was comjnelled

to adopt the wiser alternativef.] Had I moved with the Second and
Third Brigades only, I would have had less than 5,000 men instead

(;f full 7,000, and would have had the odds largely against me from
tlie moment I dropped the infantry brigade and crossed the Talla-

hatchie River, and, meeting with disaster, would have been subjected

to deserved censure. " *

The brigade moved from Columbus under orders not my own, and

for its delay I am in nowise responsible.

This much I feel constrained to write in the nature of a defense

for the sake of my command, as it must participate in the mortifica-

tion of a supi^osed failure, when we bear with us the consciousness

(if success and duty well performed.

I have the honor to inclose herewith the report of Brig. Gen. B.

1 [. (xi-icrson, second in command, as also those of^he brigade and
regimental commanders, to which I beg leave to refer for lists of

casualties from which the following recapitulation is prepared :

Killed, 47; wounded. 152; missing, 120; total casualties, 319.

f

*'Not in report of April 3.

| According to rejiorl of April 3.

j But see revised statement, p. 194.
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A full list of the prisoners captured, about 200, is in course of

preparation, and will be forwarded as soon as it can be completed.
Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,

WM. SOOY SMITH,
Brig. Gen., Chief of Cavalry, Mil. Div. of the Mississippi.

Lieut. Col. R. M. Sawyer,
Assii^tant Adjutant-General.

[Indorsement.]

Hdqrs. Military Division of the Mississippi,
Nashville, Tenn., April ',), 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to the Adjutant-General, U. S. Army, at
Washington.

I have heretofore reported on this case, and can now only add
that Genei'al Smith should have moved on time at any and every
risk. His iustriictions here * are as specific as could i^ossiblj'^ have
been made before the occurrence of the events.

W. T. SHERMAN,
Major-General, Commanding.

No. 36.

Report of Brig. Gen. Benjamin H. Grierson, U. S. Army, com-
manding Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, of expedition
from Memphis, with itinerary of the division for Feiruary and
March.

Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, 16th Army Corps,
Memphis, Tenn., March 19, 1864.

Lieutenant : I have the honor herewith to transmit the oflBcial

reports of the regimental and brigade commanders of the part taken
by their respective commands in the late expedition to West Point,
Miss., and return.

By direction of General William Sooy Smith, myself and staff
marched with the Second Brigade, commanded by Lieut. Col. W. P.
Hepburn, for the movements of yhjch I refer you to his report,
iierewith inclosed. This brigade composed the column marching
upon the extreme right during a portion of the trip ; consequently
I could not control the movements of the otlier two columns, that
on the left being at times 30 miles away.
During the expedition I sent detachments and secured the ferry

over the Tombigbee River at Cotton Gin, and also at Aberdeen. At
this latter place I ordered a bridge prepared in case it should be
deemed advisable to cross ; otherwise it would serve as a demonstra-
tion to mislead the enemy as to our real i»tentions. The bridge
would have been finished in about three hours, when I received
orders from General Smith to move with the Second Brigade west-
ward to Prairie Station.

I beg leave fo bear testimony to the gallantry displayed by botli
officers and men as far as they came under my notice. "The cause of

* Reference is to instructions of January 27, appended to Smith's report, See
Shennan's inclosure No, 3, p. 181.
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the stampede of certain regiments of the Third Brigade near Oko-
lona is unknown to me. These regiments afterward, however,
redeemed themselves and proved worthy of confidence.
The members of my staff, Capt. S. L. Woodward, assistant adju-

tant-general ; Capt. O. S. Coffin, assistant quartermaster; Lieut. J.
M. Caldwell, acting ordnance officer, and Lieuts. A. W. McClure
and J. K. Catlin, aides-de-camp, were untiring in their exertions,
not only during the expedition, but in preparing it for the march.
With the limited means at hand, and from the fact that supplies
which had been estimated for months since had never been received,
unusual exertions were necessary in order to put the command in an
efficient condition. The duties of these officers, particularly of the
adjutant, quartermaster, and ordnance officer, were extremely oner-
ous, and I take pleasure in stating that they proved themselves equal
to the emergency.

Lieut. J. K. Catlin was captured by the enemy on the 22d, while
in the gallant discharge of his duty.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
B. H. GRIERSON,

Brigadier- General.

Lieut. W. H. Ingerton,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

Itinerary of the Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, for Febru-
ary and March.*

During the month the First Division marched from Union City
to CoUierville, Tenn., from which point it operated with the whole
division, under the immediate control of Brig. Gen. W. Sooy
Smith.
February 20, the advance of the division engaged the enemy near

West Point, and drove him with heavy loss across the Sakatonchee
River.
February 21, we started upon our return to Memphis, the enemy

under Generals Lee and Forrest following. We engaged them on
the 21st, 22d, and 23d, each day choosing our positions and allowing
them to come upon us. In each attack 4he»enemy was repulsed with
fearful loss.

February 26, the division arrived safely back to the line of the
Memi^his and Charleston Railroad, having destroyed 30 miles of
the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, an immense amount of Confeder-
ate corn, cotton, and other property, and having brought in about
200 prisoners, and about 1,500 negroes and the same number of

mules.
The troops of this division have been engaged during the month

of March in scouting and patrolling from the post of Memphis ; no
important engagement has occurred. Owing to the re-enlistment as
veterans of three-fourths of all regiments in this division which were
eligible, the effective force has been much reduced.
During the monththe Second If)wa, Seccnid, Third, Sixth, Seventh,

and Ninth Illinois, and the Fourth Missouri Cavalry have re-enlisted

for the new term of three years.

* From monthly I'etunis.
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The Third Michigan and Seventh Kansas Cavalry, which were

re-enlisted and sent home in the early part of February, have not

yet returned.
Owing to the scarcity in the supply of horses to this division,

the effective strength of the command is reduced to less than

3,000. Only 1,500 horses have been furnished durijig the last ten

months.

No. 37.

Reports of Col. George E. Waring, jr.. Fourth Missouri Cavalry,

commanding First Cavalry Brigade, of operations January 22-

February 27.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Cavalry Div.. ICth Army Corps,
Collierville, Tenn., February 10, 1864.

Captain : In obedience to the order of the chief of cavalry,

Military Division of the Mississippi, I respectfully forward the fol-

lowing report of the march of my command from Union City, Tenn.,

to this post

:

In obedience to the order of Brig. Gen. A. J. Smith, commanding
Sixth Division, Sixteenth Corps (copy inclosed marked A), I

marched my command from Union City at daybreak, January 23.

The Troy Bottom, which surrounds Union City, was almost impass-
able and I waited within 2 miles of my starting-place until my sup-

ply train had got through it (2 p. m.). I then started for Sharp's
Ferry of the Obion River. I found the next 4 miles of the way
very bad, and many wagons stucli fast in the mud. Leaving my
quartermaster in charge of the train, I pushed on to a point 4 miles
from Sharp's Ferry, i.'3 miles from Union City, passing nearly the
whole train on the road. Here I halted for the night, sending orders

forward to Colonel Karg^ to commence crossing the command
immediately. I sent a party back to press all the teams in the
country and send them back to lighten the supply train.

By 10 a. m. of January 23, I received information that the train

was over the worst of the road, and I marched on to the ferry (33
miles from Union City), reaching there about 4 p. m. I found the
rope of the ferry broken and the boat swami)ed in the ice, with
which the river was entirely choked. The ice was cut away and
the river freed. At 7 p. m. the Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry
was nearly all across. The pioneer corps (120 men) of the provost
guard (2 companies. Fourth Missouri Cavalry) and the battalion of the

Second Illinois Cavalry had crossed before. Seeing that everythiuij:

was going on well, I crossed the river at 9 p. m. with my staff and
orderlies, and started for the camp of the advance, 5 miles from the
ferry, intending to decide on the road to be taken and send the pio-

neers forward to repair the road. \
I found the road for 3 miles from the ferry (through the bottom)

almost impassable for wagons and even difficult for cavalry, on
account of the depth of water in the sloughs. In one place, for

about 50 yards, the water was from 2 to 4 feet deep and filled with
large cakes of broken ice, which caused the horses and men to fall at

every few steps. I sent word to the commanding officer of the

Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry not to attempt to cross the bottom
until daylight. As the whole bottom was covered with water and it
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was impossible to see the road in the night, I marched 14 miles instead
of 5 and reached camp (Porter's farm) at 4 a. m. January 24. I

immediately ordered out scouting parties toward Jackson and Rip-
ley to learn the character of the roads and river crossings by the two
routes. It was subsequently reported that the road via Ripley was
good all the way through, and that the road from Trenton to Jack-
son was impassable.
During the night of the 23d and the day following, the whole

Seventh Indiana crossed with its ambulances. By this time the river
had risen to such an extent that the horses had to be landed in 3 feet

of water.
During the night of the 24th and until noon of the 25th, we

were trying to establish a new ferry farther down the river, but the
constant rising of the river rendered this impossible.
As Colonel Kargd was cut off from all possibility of communi-

cating with me, except by Colonel Shanks, of the Seventh Indiana
Cavalry, who was the last man to cross, he sent me word by him
that he would go back to Jacksonville, and thence by Dresden and
Huntingdon to Jackson, unless he heard from me again. This state

of affairs compelled me to take an easterly route, and rendered it

impossible for me to go down west of the railroad without great
loss of time.
At 8 p. m. of the 25th, I left camp with a small escort and

marched 14 miles (to within 11 miles of Trenton), when I met the
Second Illinois Cavalry, which I had sent to that place to examine
the roads, and I encamped for the night.

That part of my command which had crossed the river marched
early on the 26th, and encamped that night 4 miles north of Trenton.
I arrived in Trenton early in the day, and immediately instituted

inquiries about the roads over which the train might come from
Dresden.
On the morning of the 27th, the column came up and I ordered

Colonel Shanks, Seventh Indiana Cavalry, to proceed with his own
regiment and the Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry to Mount Pinson,

on the south fork of the Forked Deer; there to leave the Nineteenth
Pennsylvania to hold the bridge, and to go on with the Seventh
Indiana Cavalry to Bolivar, on the Hatchie ; there to make a bridge

or ferry, and to hold the same for the command to cross. The
Second Illinois Cavalry I sent to Rodgers' Mill, on the middle fork

of the Forked Deer, there to hold the Jjri^ge and to collect provis-

ions for the remainder of the comiaand.
I marched with the pioneer corps and the squadron of the Fourth

Missouri Cavalry to Parker's Ferry, over the south fork of the

Obion, 12 miles southwest from Dresden, and crossed the pioneer

corps the same night, with orders to report ;,t once to Colonel Karg^,
and to bring through the train under his orders. I encamped at

the ferry.

January 28, I sent a staff officer to communicate with Colonel
Karge and to inform him of the character of >he roads by that

ferry, and to tell him to use his best discretion as to which course
he would take. He decided to go by the way of Huntingdon as the
road had dried up and the bottom at Parker's.Ferry was very heavy.
I received his decision on the 29th of January.
January 30, 1 marched toward Spring Creek, where Colonel Karg^

was to communicate with me, and encamped for the night near
Lavinia, 4 miles north of Spring Creek.



264 KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XLTV.

January 31, marched to Spring Creek, and met a messenger from
Colonel Karg^j with dispatches stating that he was then 6 miles

southwest from Huntingdon, and that the train had not yet reached
Huntingdon, as the very heavy rains of two previous nights had
rendered the roads almost impassable and had so swollen the streams
as to wash away the bridges. He also informed me that he had un-
loaded ten baggage wagons and sent them back to lighten the train.

Thinking that a better road from Huntingdon to Mount Pinson
might be found than that via Spring Creek (which I knew to be
very bad), I went on the 1st of February to Colonel Kargd's camp,
31 miles distant, and made diligent inquiry, only to find that there
was no other way to go. Seeing that Colonel Karg^ was doing all

that was possible to expedite matters, I returned on the same day to

Spring Creek, where I was informed on my arrival that the road to

Mount Pinson was almost if not absolutely impassable.
February 2, I marched with a small escort via Jackson to Mount

Pinson with a view to examining the bottom beyond Jackson, having
previously sent the Second Illinois Cavalry by the direct road, and
left orders for Colonel Kargd to take that road unless otherwise or-

dered. I found the bottom at Jackson almost impassable for cavalry,
and absolutely so for wagons.
February 3, I sent forward the Nineteenth Pennsylvania with

orders to report to Colonel Shanks on the south side of the Hatchie
River, and waited at Mount Pinson until five wagons of the supply
train loaded with 3,500 rations came up under a small escort. With
these I pushed on via Medon to Bolivar, arriving at noon of the 4th
instant. The boat which had been built by Colonel Shanks' com-
mand had been found to be imperfect and was being repaired.
February 5, the boat was made ready during the night, and the

troops which had come up with me crossed during the day, though
owing to the leaky condition of the boat only 8 horses could be
crossed at a time. Toward evening Colonel" Kargd arrived with his
command, having left the supply train 10 miles in his rear under a
strong guard. The crossing was continued all night, and was eflPected

without serious aacident.
February 6, the crossing of the troops and of the supply train oc-

cupied the whole day, and in the evening the remaining rations were
issued to the command, which had now come together for the first

time since January 23.

February 7, marched the whole ooiamand at 6.30 a. m. via Somer-
ville to Thorpe's farm, 3 miles north of Macon, where all encamped
at sunset, except the supply and baggage train with the Seventh
Indiana Cavalry as escort, which had only reached Somerville.
February 8, marched to Collierville in obedience to orders re-

ceived at Bolivar from Brigadier-General Grierson, the head of the
column arriving at 1 p. m. , and the train escorted by the Third Ten-
nessee Cavalry arriving after night-fall.

The supply train was a heavy incumbrance during the whole march,
and caused at least a week's delay, while it -^s of very little use to
the main column, which lived oif of the country nearly all the time
and could have done so entirely.
The whole distance made by the train was about 320 miles, and

the whole time consumed was eighteen days. Had it not been for
the sudden thaw which rendered the Obion River impassable, we
could have come by the way of Ripley, only 120 miles, and would have
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made the march in eight days, as the road was comparatively good
and the river crossings in tolerable condition.
Attention is respectfully called to the report of Col. J. P. C.

Shanks, Seventh Indiana Cavalry (marked B*), which contains all

that is of much importance containing the trifling engagements with
guerrillas on the road, and an account of the brilliant little affair at

La Grange, wheTe Lieutenant Grebe, of my staff, "bearing -dispatclies,

with his small escort defeated a considerable force of the enemy;
also to the reports of the other commanding officers of the brigade,
which (excepting slight geographical inaccuracies) will give you a
correct idea of the difficulties of the march.
The Seventh Indiana Cavalry was brigaded with my command

while it lay at Hickman, and was ordered to join me on the march.
Had this not been the case, the large fragment now at Hickman
would have been here for duty, and the regiment would have been in

better condition.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. E. WARING, Jr.,
Colonel Fourth Missouri Cavalry, Commanding Brigade.

Lieut. "W. H. Ingerton,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Inclosure A.]

Hdqrs. Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps,
Columbus, Ky., January 21, 18G4.

Col. George E. Waring,
Comdg. Cavalry Brigade, Union City, Tenn. :

Sir : You will proceed with all possible dispatch with your cavalry

brigade to Moscow, on the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, west
of Grand Junction, by ^he shortest and most practicable route west
of Columbus and Corinth road, and report your arrival at that point

to Major-General Hurlbut, or commanding officer at Memphis, for

further instructions.

You will be guided by the condition in which you find the streams
and roads as to what road you will take after crossing the Obion. I

hope you will reach the point designated as soon as practicable and in

good condition for further march.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

- ^A. J. SMITH,
Brigadier-General.

Hdqrs. 1st Brig., Cavalry Div., 16th Army Corps,
Camp Grierson, Tenn., March 7, 18C4.

Report of the march of the First Brigade, Cavalry Division, Six-

teenth Army Corps, from CoUierville, Tenn., to West Point, Miss.,

and back to Memphis, Tenn.

:

v
February 11, in obedience to the order of Brig. Gen. W. Sooy

Smith, chief of cavalry, this brigade, consisting of the Seventh In-

diana, Fourth Missouri, Second New Jersey, Nineteenth Pennsyl-

vania Cavalry, and five companies of the Second Illinois Cavalry,

marched from CoUierville at 2 p.m., and encamped at C p. m. on the

farm of Colonel McLean, 11 miles out on the Moscow road. By the

*,Seep. 372.
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order of Brip^adier-General Smith, a train from Memphis was to

liavo met us at this place, with forage for night and morning and the

remaining supplies which were reqiiired to fit out the brigade for the

expedition. This train failed to arrive.

February VZ, the train from Memphis arrived at 10.30 a. m., and
the supplies and forage were issued immediately. At 2 p. m. the

brigade marched, arriving at Hudsonville, 23 miles distant, at 11 p.

m. Here orders were received to jiroceed immediately to Walker's
Mills, 3 miles east of Holly Springs, there to await further instruc-

tions from the chief of cavalry. At midnight the brigade marched
again.
February 13, having marched all night, the brigade reached

Walker's Mills at 10 a. m., having made IG miles. A detachment of

the Second Illinois Cavalry was immediately sent to Callahan's Mills,

where the chief of cavalry was reported to be encamped, to report

the position of the brigade and receive further instructions. No
orders were received during the day.
February 14, remained in camp at Walker's Mills expecting every

moment orders to march. At 5 p. m. a messenger arrived from
Colonel McCrillis, at New Albany, communicating General Grier-

son's order for my brigade to proceed immediately to that point.

This order, instead of coming direct from General Grierson's head-
quarters, about 15 miles distant, had first gone to New Albany and
then come back to me. This delay caused more than a day's deten-
tion of my command. At the time when the order was received
foraging parties were out, night was approaching, and it was raining
heavily.
February lo, the brigade marched at daylight, and at 9 a. m.

reached Beck's Spring Ferry, over the Tippah River, 7 miles distant.

The ferry-boat was found to be very small and in a very unsafe con-
dition. It being impossible to cross the command by this means,
and the ford, which is usually very good, oeing impassable, owing
to the great rise and rapid current of the river, it was necessary to

build a bridge of 65 feet span before the command could be crossed.

At 3 p. m. a bridge was completed, but as the river was still rising
and the center of the bridge was necessarily under water, it was
nearly daylight the next morning before the whole brigade was en-
camped on the other side of the river.

February 10, marched at 8 a. m. for New Albany, 23 miles distant.

Owing to the very bad character «f », large portion of the road, al-

though six wagons were abandoned and destroyed, it was impossible
to reach the Tallahatchie River before 8 p. m., when the whole com-
mand, except a portion of the Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, im-
mediately crossed the river and proceeded to a point 4 miles south of
New Albany, on the Pontotoc road, where it encamped. The Nine-
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, excepting 100 men, was ordered to re-

turn to Memphis in charge of prisoners.

February 17, marched at o a. m. and reached the headquarters of
Brigadier-General Grierson, commanding division, 7 miles distant,

on the Pontotoc road, at 8 a. m. Ordered by General Grierson to go
2 or 3 miles ahead and feed. I went on with the head of the column
2i miles, to the farm of Parson Smith. When only one regiment
of my brigade had passed the headquarters of General Grierson,
the remainder were ordered by General Smith to turn out of the
road and allow the othei- brigades to take the advance. At 2 p. m.,
the Second and Third Brigades having passed, this brigade fell in
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theii" rear and marclied to a point 9 miles the other side of Pontotoc,
where it was ordered to encamp. The whole distance marched this
day was 25 miles.

February 18, ordered to march at 6 a. m. Started at that hour
and received an order to halt and allow the Second Brigade to take
tlie advance, which occupied two hours. At the end of this time,
tlie road being clear, started again and marched via Hed Land to
Okolona. where we arrived at 4 p. m., when the chief of cavalry
ordered that this brigade march on the road toward Egypt Station
to a suitable camping-place, and that parties be sent out to destroy
such property along the line of the railroad as might belong to the
rebel Government and to destroy the railroad itself.

As the column was marching from Okolona and was 2 miles dis-

tant therefrom the head of the column was fired upon by a party of
the enemy, apparently about 20 or 30 strong, who fled on being pur-
sued. In the night the pioneer corps and a detachment of the Nine-
teenth Pennsylvania were sent to destroy the railroad and Govern-
ment supplies as far as Egypt Station, 8 miles south of Okolona.
Distance marched this day, 23 miles. In the evening of this day the
following order was received :

Headquarters Cavalry Division, Division of the Mississippi,
Okolona, February 18, 1864.

Colonel : The general directs that you will move your brigade promptly at day-
light to-morrow Diorning on the road leading to West Point via Egypt Station,

leaving one battalion at Okolona with orders to send one company 5 or 6 miles out
on the road leading north toward Corinth, and one company about the same dis-

tance on the road to Camargo. As you proceed throw forces over on the railroad

to destroy it and Government stores, if any such therje be collected. The general

will accompany your column, escorted by the Fourth U. S. Cavalry.

I am, colonel, yours, very respectfully,

WM. H. INGERTON,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

February 19, at daybreak, the brigade marched on the road to

Egypt Station, excepting one battalion of the Seventh Indiana Cav-
alry, which was left at Okolona as ordered, and which subsequently
joined the brigade. The brigade arrived at Egypt Station between
8 and 9 a. m. , and destroyed the Government property at and near
the station. I here learned that there were two roads leading to West
Point, one across the prairie, about a mile west of Egypt Station, and
one passing around on drier ground ab3ut a mile to the right of

Aberdeen. I selected the latter road as being more strictly in accord-

ance with the letter of my orders- and less difficult to travel, though
somewhat longer. After proceeding 4 miles from Egypt Station, I

was ordered by General Smith to return and take the prairie road,

and by that road the brigade reached Prairie Station at 6 p. m. , the

head of the column having had several trifling skirmishes in the

course of the day. Distance marched, "22 miles.

February 20, marched at 9 a. m. in rear of th\ Second Brigade.

Arrived at West Point at 3 p. m. with the command in excellent

condition, the horses having had plenty of forage and the men
cheered by the prospect of meeting the enemy in an open country.

Distance marched,^ miles.

Febrxiary 21, ordered to return to Okolona. Marched at 9 a. m.

,

following the Third Brigade. Received frequent reports of attacks

on the rear of the Second Brigade, which was following us, and at
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:> p. m. halted at a plantation 4 miles north of Prairie Station, where
the Second Illinois, Fourth Missouri, and Second New Jersey Cav-
alry made a demonstration to the right, checking a body of the
enemy which was attempting to flank the whole column by a move-
ment along the railroad. Remained in this position until the Sec-
ond Brigade had closed up, and then proceeded, by order of Briga-
dier-General Grierson, to the camp of the division,- about 3 miles
south of Okolona.
February 22, marched about 9 a. m. on the Pontotoc road, pre-

ceded by the Second Brigade and followed by the Third. On pass-
ing to the left of Okolona, the Seventh Indiana Cavalry, which
formed the rear of the brigade, was ordered to fall out and support
the Fourth U. S. Cavalry, which had been stationed at the edge of
the town to watch the movements of the enemy. At a point about
5 miles west of Okolona a message was received from the rear to
the effect that the Fourth U. S. Cavalry had found the enemy too
strong and had been forced to retire with much loss, and that the
Seventh Indiana Cavalry and the whole of the Third Brigade had
been unable to resist the onward march of the enemy, and were re-

treating upon the main column. I immediately formed my brigade
in line, with skirmishers far out on each flank, and remained in this
position until the Third Brigade had passed through, portions of it

in such confusion as to endanger the morale of my own command.
I was then ordered to fall back to a stronger position, about a mile
to my rear, where the Second New Jersey, Fourth Missouri, and
Second Illinois Cavalry again formed in line. This position was
gallantly held by the Second New Jersey and Second Illinois Cav-
alry against a sharp attack until the Seventh Indiana and the Fourth
Missouri Cavalry fell to the rear within a line formed by the Second
Brigade. These regiments then followed, and a new position in the
rear of the whole command was selected on a farm called Ivey's Hill,
near Tallaboncla. Before the Seventh Indiana and Fourth Missouri
Cavalry, with its battery, could be fairly placed in position the other
brigades were seen to be retiring, and the immense train of pack-
mules and mounted contrabands, which had been corraled in a field
ueai' the road, swarmed up with such force as to carry past the line
the Second New Jersey and the Second Illinois Cavalry, which were
then marching to this position. Several regiments of the other bri-
gades were brought to a stand at this place, and the chief of cav-
alry in person assumed command »f ihe field. The enemy followed
our retiring forces very closely, and soon attacked us with heavy
musketry fire, which was replied to with good effect by the battery
of the Fourth Missouri Cavalry, one shell from which is reported
t<; have killed Colonel Forrest, brother of General Forrest, who iu
pers(jn was commanding the enemy's column. As the enemy ap-
Ijroached more closely General Smith ordered the Fourth Missouri
Cavalry to charge with sabers. This charge was brilliantly made
in the face of a galling fire ; but, owing to a high rail-fence between
our position and that of the enemy, was wittiout effect except as a
diversion. Finding that the charge was useless, the troops broke to
the rear and retreated at great speed, but were rallied by their officers

on the line of original formation (behind the battery), without the
loss of a singfe straggler. At the end of an hour, the enemy hav-
ing been held in check sufficiently long for the pack train and dis-

organized regiments to be withdrawn to a place of safety, the brigade
was ordered by the commanding general to retire, a movement which
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was attended with no little difficulty, inasmuch as the enemy had
so far flanked our position as to jeopardize the safety of the battery
of the Fourth Missouri Cavalry, which was only withdrawn under
cover of a desperate and brilliant charge by a portion of the Seventh
Indiana Cavalry and subsequently of two detachments of the Fourth
Missouri Cavalry; one piece of the battery having a broken wheel
and two ammunition carts with broken shafts were necessarily
abandoned to the enemy, the gun being first spiked. In the even-
ing the whole division marched to within 2i miles of Pontotoc,
where several hours were spent in reorganizing the dififerent com-
mands.
February 23, ordered to take the advance and march without de-

lay to Memphis. About noon reached New Albany, on the Talla-
hatchie River, where General Grierson ordered me to send imme-
diatelythe Second Illinois andthe Seventh Indiana Cavalry to the rear
to assist the Second Brigade. The Second New Jersey Cavalry was
stationed on the north side of the river as sharpshooters, and the
Fourth Missouri Cavalry, with its battery, on the hill still farther
north overlooking the river. This position was occupied until the
entire Second and Third Brigades, with the pack train and contra-
bands, had passed on. I was then ordered to leave my pack train
with the Third Brigade, and to march my command immediately to
Memphis. When I was fairly started I was ordered to receive and
escort the contraband negroes who were escaping with the division.
Being again under way, about 7 p. m. I was ordered to receive and
escort the entire baggage train of the three brigades. About mid-
night the command reached the plantation of Mr. Graham, 13 miles
from New Albany, where we halted to close up and put the train
in the advance.
February 24, marched at 4.30 a. m., crossed the Tippah River by

the bridge and ford near Beck's Spring, and reached the vicinity of
Hudsonville about 9 o'clock in the evening.
February 25, marched at 7 a. m.

,
proceeded about half a mile when

the head of the column was fired into by a party of guerrillas and 1

man killed and 2 wounded. At Hudsonville received an order to halt
and allow the other brigades to take the advance. Subsequently
received another order to keep the advance and proceed to Collier-

ville, there to repair the bridge across Wolf River, and in the event
of the railroad not being in running condition, to cross my command
and forage on the country. Arrived at- Gollierville at 4 p. m. and
found the railroad destroyed.
February 26, there being no other means of procuring forage,

marched across Wolf River and proceeded to within about 12 miles
of Memphis before forage could be found in any considerable quan-
tity. Encamped here for the night.

February 37, crossed Shelby Ferry and encamped at the Fair
Ground, 4 miles from Memphis, on the Charleston Railroad. On re-

porting for orders to Brigadier-General Grierson, commanding the
division, was directed to remain in this camp, aim draw supplies
from Memphis.
The detachment of 100 men of the Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cav-

alry, under Major Holahan, was detailed very early in the expedi-

tion to guard the pnsoners, which duty they continued to perform
until its close, bringing safely to Memphis all of the prisoners taken
by the entire command excepting 1, who was killed in attempt-
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ing to escape. At times during the excitement of the retreat, the
performance of this duty required great care and coolness.

The losses of this brigade in the various engagements were as fol-

lows, to wit : Fourth Missouri Cavalry—men killed, 6 ; wounded,
4 ; missing, 4 ; total, 14. Second New Jersey Cavalry—1 captain and
2 lieutenants wounded, 1 lieutenant taken prisoner ; men wounded, 6 ;

missing, 3 ; total, 12. Second Illinois Cavalry—mien killed, 1

;

wounded, 1 ; missing, 1 ; total, 3. Seventh Indiana Cavalry—

3

commissioned officers wounded and taken prisoners, 2 commissioned
officers wounded ; men killed, 11 ; wounded, 32 ; missing, 36 ; total,

84. Total loss of First Brigade, killed, wounded, and missing, 113.*

Between Okolona and West Point the following stores belonging
to the enemy are estimated to have been destroyed by this brigade :

250 bales of cotton, marked C. S. A. ; 200,000 bushels of corn in
Government pens ; 280 sacks of shelled corn ; 100 sacks of corn meal
in Government store-houses ; also 2 cases of English muskets and an
assorted lot of commissary stores in thestation-Jiouse at Egypt.

Fifteen bridges and culverts were burned, and the track was de-
stroyed in more than twenty different places between Okolona and
Prairie Station.

Very respectfully,

GEO. E. WARING, Jk.,
Colonel Fourth Missouri Cavalrg, Commanding.

Capt. S. L. Woodward,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 38.

Reports of Capt. Franklin Moore, Second Illinois Cavalry, of opera-
tions January 2%-February 27.

Headquarters Second Illinois Cavalry,
.Collierville, Tenn., February 10, 1804.

Sir : In compliance with orders, I forward my report of the march
from Union City, Tenn. , to Collierville, Tenn.

:

I left Union City, Tenn., on the morning of the 22d of January,
] 864, and marcheci to within 3 miles of Sharp's Ferry.

23d, left Sharp's Ferry and crossed 0*)ion River at sunrise. Found
3 miles of bottom land overflowed ; nearly impossible to bring
wagons through it. Camped at Porter's farm until the morning of
the 26th, waiting the coming up of the column.

26th, left Porter's farm and marched to Trenton and camped.
27th, left Trenton and marched to Rodgers' Mill, Spring Creek, and

encamped.
28th, sent out foraging party to collect all salt provisions that could

be found ; also started the mill grinding meal ior the brigade, which
we kept up until the morning of the 2d of February.

2d, left Spring Creek and marched to Mount Pinson, a distance of
20 miles, and encamped.

3d, left Mouut Pinson and marched to Medon and encamped.
4th, left Medou and marched to Bolivar ; built a boat, and on

the morning of the 5th commenced to cross Hatchie River and

*But see revised statement, p. 193.
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camped 1 mile south of Bolivar, waiting until the morning of the
7th for the siipjily train to (;ome up.

7th, left camp and marched to near Macon and encamped.
8th, left camp near Macon and marched to CoUierville.

I have the honor t(j be, your obedient servant,
FRANK. MOORE,

Com manding First Battalion, Second Illinois Cavalry.
Col. George E. Waking, Jr.

Hdqrs. First Batt., Second Illinois Vol. Cavalry,
Camp Grierson, Memphis, Tenn., March 14, 1864.

Sir : In obedience to orders received from headquarters First Bri-
gade, Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, I have the honor to
submit the following report of my proceedings in the recent expedi-
tion commanded by Brig. Gen. W. S. Smith into Mississippi:
February 11, left CoUierville at 3 p. m. in rear of the brigade as

rear guard ; marched 10 miles on the Moscow road, and encamped
at La Fayette.
February 12, left camp in rear of the Seventh Indiana at 2 p. m.

;

marched southeast that afternoon and all night
;
passed through

Holly Springs at daylight.
February 13, at 12 m., arrived at Walker's Mills; remained in

camp from 12 m. the 13th until 6 a. m. the 15th ; marched to Tip-
pah River, 8 miles ; spent the night and day in building bridge and
crossing the river; encamped on the south side.

On lOth, l<?ft camp, order of march same as before, at 7 a. m.. Sev-
enth Indiana iu advance of battalion ; arrived and passed New
Albany at 8 i>.

m., and encamped 4 miles south for the night.
On 17th, left at 5 a. m. ; marched 20 miles south, and encamped

near Red Land, my battalion in advance.
On 18th, left camj) at 7 a. m.

;
passed Red Land at 8 a. m., battal-

ion in rear of column, and marched to Okolona and 3 miles south,
and encamped for the night.

On 19th, left camp at 7 a. m., passed Egypt Station at 10 a. m.

;

captured a colonel near the station. Battalion took a dispatch from
General Smith to General Grierson at Aberdeen, going the 8 miles
in forty minutes, and captured a rebel siyggon and 1 private. Leav-
ing Aberdeen at 5 p. m., with General Grierson's brigade, I rejoined

my brigade at 10 p. m.
On 20th, left camp at a. m. , in rear of Seventh Indiana, and

marched to West Point, or 1^- miles this side, and encamped in line

of battle ; skirmishing with pickets all night.

On 21st, left camp at 8 a. m. on our return, my battalion in ad-
vance of brigade ; marched all day and half of the night ; skirmish-
ing in the rear. Encamped near'Okolona, 3 miles south.

On 22d, left camp at 8 a. m. and passed OkolonaVit 9 a. m., leav-

ing Okolona half a mile to the right, falling in in advance of the Sev-
enth Indiana. Stampeders going to the front left my battalion in
rear of the division. I formed and [began] fighting. Being heavily
pressed, I fell back o& the Fourth Missouri and Seventh Indiana lines,

and again being ordered to fall back, I fell back a short distance,
formed, and had continual skirmishing and hard fighting until night,
gradually falling back, and took up our line of march at dark.
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Marched to near Pontotoc, where I halted to rest two or three hours,

and at 6 a. m. of the 33d passed Pontotoc, and arrived at New Albany
at 3 p. m. Encamped 9 miles this side of New Albany on the even-

ing of the 23d.

On 24tli, marched at 5 a. m. ; spent most of the day crossing Tip-

pah River ; marched most of the night, and encamped, near Hudson-
ville.

On 25th, marched at 6 a. m., and arrived at Collierville the same
day.
On 26th, left Collierville, crossed Wolf River, and encamped on

the Macon road.
On 27th, marched at 6 a. m., arrived at Memphis at 4 p. m., and

encamped at 5 p. m.
I have the honor to be, yours, colonel,

FRANK. MOORE,
Captain, Comdg. First Battalion, Second Illinois Cavalry.

Col. George E. Waring, Jr.

No. 39.

Report of Col. John P. C. Shanks, Seventh Indiana Cavalry, of
operations January 22-Fehruary 9.

Collierville, Tenn.,
February 10, 1864.

Sir : In pursuance of your orders, I submit the following report of
my march from Hickman, Ky., to this place

:

January 22, 8 a. m., left Hickman with 606 men, mounted, armed,
and equipped, without rations, but with six teams, and ammunition
in pouches only for carbines, none for revolvers except one load,

under written orders to march to a point within 3 miles of Sharp's
Ferry, on Obion River, or to rear of column. I camped at Childs'
farm, 3^ miles north of ferry at 8 p. m. , having passed in the fol-

lowing order in their camps, Nineteenth Pennsylvania, Fourth Mis-
souri, Second New Jersey Cavalry, having marched 33 miles.

On 23d, regiment remained in camp. I crossed, and examined
bottom on south side ; foiind soiT li^ht, river rising rapidly and
over part of bottom, which is by the most practical route 1^ miles in
width ; Second Illinois and pioneer corps were crossing ; also Nine-
teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry.
On 24th, at 2 a. m., sent Third Battalion to cross; 6 o'clock sent

Second, and 8 o'clock First Battalion of Seventh Cavalry. I went to
ferry with Second Battalion, and was ordered by Colonel Karge
to cross and examine possibility of crossing wagons. Did so, and
found it impossible. Was then ordered to so down river 6, 8, 12

miles to the several ferries for crossing ; found no boats, and river

wider, banks worse, and bottom as bad as at Sharp's. Reported at

9 a. m. ; my regiment meantime had crossed and gone on. River
rose 18 inches during night.

I crossed on morning of the 25th, with considerable risk, with dis-

patches from Colonel Karg(5 to you. Larger portion of my regiment
swam their horses, and lost several horses, some arms, but no men.
On 27th, left camp with Seventh Indiana Cavalry, Nineteenth
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Pennsylvania Cavalry, and, two companies of Fourth Missouri for
Trenton. Camped 4 miles north of Trenton.
On 28th, marched at 7 a. m. ; reported to you at Trenton at 10 a.

m. ; received orders to proceed with Seventh Indiana Cavalry and
Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry to Mount Pinson and Bolivar to
repair bridges over Forked Deer and Hatchie Rivers. Camped at
Muthers' farm.
On 29th, marched at 7 a. m.

;
procured some meal of Captain

Moore at Spring Creek, and camped at Banes' farm.
On 30th, marched at 7 a. m. and reached Mount Pinson at 10 a.

m. , having sent Lieutenant Skinner with a company to take posses-
sion of the bridge and crossing, who found guerrillas there and
drove them away. Found the river 100 feet wide and 6 feet deep.
Was cloudy ; threatening rain. Feared to build low bridge. Re-
paired old one by putting in span and abutment 60 feet and 10 feet
above water. Heavy timbers drawn on wagons from woods by
men.
On .31st, 2 p. m., marched for the Hatchie, leaving Nineteenth

Pennsylvania to guard bridge at Mount Pinson. Camped at Dean's
farm.
February 1, 7 a. m.. marched to ferry ;• arrived at 1 p. ni., having

sent Captain Moore with company forward. Fired on frequently by
guerrillas ; took C en route. Found only small raft ; would carry
with safety 3 men and horses with hands ; could make trip in six
minutes. Proceeded to Bolivar, 1 mile, and procured such material
as could to build fiat-boat.

February 2, commenced work on boat. Lieutenant Fackenthall, of
Nineteenth Pennsylvania, in charge, I having detailed him for the
purpose before leaving Mount Pinson. Constructed sides of boat of
railroad timber spliced and bottom of doors from the depot in Bol-
ivar ; they were double stuff, painted and cross-lapped, seasoned,
and did not swell to answer the purpose as expected ; they were
poplar, but the paint prevented swelling. Boat 40 feet long, 10

wide.
February 3, 4 p. m., launched boat with above results.

February 4, 3 p. m. . drew boat out again for repairs with another
bottom. Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry arrived.

February 5, 4 p. m. , Colonel Waring, with Second Illinois and
part of the Fourth Missouri, arrived. Finished boat at 9 a. m. of

that day, Capt. Frank. Moore's men assiStiilg in work. The inter-

ference of some of the Fourth Missouri with the hands at the boat
caused a short delay. -From the arrival of the Nineteenth Pennsyl-
vania, Second Illinois, and part of the Fourth Missouri, the raft had
been continually running, the Seventh Indiana Cavalry having
crossed before their arrival. Light teams had also crossed on raft,

all heavy teams being with supply train.

February 6, Second New Jersey Cavalry arrived in the morning
and crossed, and in the evening the supply trains reiw;hed the ferry

and also the remainder of the Fourth Missouri. B(jat wis ready,

and all crossed withoiit delay. There was no time ](jst on account
of boat, as all crossed before supply and heavy regimental wagons
arrived.
February 7, a party of guerrillas attacked a forage party oji Poca-

hontas road, 2 miles from Bolivar, under commaiid of Lieutenant
Kennedy, of Seventh Indiana. He took 9 men, 8 horses, 1 mule,
and 7 guns and carbines without loss.

18 R K—VOL XXXII, PT I
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February 8, 6 a. m. , marched witli column for CoUierville, arriv-

ing February 9 at 7 p. m.
On February 2, at 8 a. m., I sent Captain Shoemaker with 40 men

to escort Lieutenant Grebe with dispatches to General Smith. He
reached Grand Junction and learned of the enemy at La Grange. He
reported to me the fact. I sent him Lieiitenant Skinner and 40 more
men.
He then, on the morning of the .3d, drove the enemy from La Grange,

and without further difficulty reported at Memphis. The result of
the fray at La Grange was taking 8 prisoners, killing 2, and wound-
ing 1, and some horses.

Respectfully submitted.
JOHN P. C. SHANKS,

Colonel Seventh Indiana Cavalry.

Col. George E. Waring, Jr.

.

Commanding Brigade.

No. 40.

Report of Lieut. Col. Thomaa M. Browne, Seventh Indiano. Cavalry,
of operations February 6-37.

Hdqrs. Seventh Indiana Volunteer Cavalry,
Camp Grierson, Tenn., March 12, 1864.

Sir : In submitting the following report of the part taken bv this
regiment in the late cavalry expedition to West Point, Miss., I have
to regret the absence of Col. J. P. C. Shanks, who was during all that
time in command, but who is now absent in consequence of illness
induced by the hardships and exposure incident to the march. Hav-
ing, however, been constantly with the regiment, I hope to be able
to give the important particulars of the march with reliable accuracy.
Nothing of interest transpired on the march in which this com-

mand was concerned independently of the brigade, until its arrival
at the first camp beyond Okolona.
On the morning of the 19th of February, the Second Battalion,

consisting of Companies B, D, F, and H, in command of Major
Simonson, was detailed to return- and destroy the railroad depot,
&c. , at Okolona, and to the nortli of it. Pursuant to his instructions
he destroyed a bridge on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad of about 300
feet in length, 5 miles north of the town; burned the depot at Oko-
lona, 50 barrels of salt, a Avareliouse containing a large quantity of
Confederate corn; destroyed a locomotive, captured some 50 horses
and mules, and rejoined the regiment on that evening. On the even-
ing of the same day Captain Elliott, with Companies M and A,
under instructions destroyed 33 large cribs containing Confederate
tithe corn, which had been placed for convenience of shipping by
the side of the railroad near Egypt Station. The quantity of corn
thus destroyed was immense, but I could not venture an opinion as to
the number of bushels. Captain Elliott at the same time destroyed
three trestle Taridges of considerable size on the Mobile and Ohio
Railroad between Egypt and Prairie Stations.
On the 30th. being advised that tlie advance was engaged with the

enemy near West Point, the regiment was ordered rapidly forward.
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and, arriving upon the ground, immediately formed in line of battle
on the right of the road and in good order. Remaining in this posi-
tion for nearly an hour, it was ordered still farther to the right in
support of the Fourth Regiment of Regulars for the purpose of ascer-
taining the position of the enemy, who was reported to have been
recently seen in that direction. A march on the double-quick of
some 6 or C miles brought us at dark to the place selected for the
night's bivouac without our having discovei'ed the enemy in force.
On the return to Okolona on the 21st, this regiment was placed in

the column of march at the rear of the First Brigade, the Second
Battalion constituting its rear guard. Toward evening the enemy
.-ippeared in considerable numbers on our right flank, and made a
demonstration on our rear guard ; but two companies being promptly
tlirowii out as skirmishers to meet them, they retreated without
attacking. At this time the regiment was ordered to the rear to the
assistance of the Second Brigade, which had been during most of
the day engaged. It was countermarched and proceeding rapidly
to the rear, when the enemy was discovered in force upon our right,
marching parallel with our column. Major Beck with a company
was sent forward to feel for them, supported by another company,
under the personal command of Colonel Shanks, while I formed the
residue of the command in line for action. Major Beck fired upon
and drove in their flankers, when the enemy retired to a safe dis-

tance ; but a further and more vigorous attack by us, and for whicli
we had prepared, was prevented by the character of the intervening
ground. The Second Brigade arriving in the mean time, we were
ordered to rejoin the commaiad.
On this day Captain Elliott, in command of a small detail of for-

agers, was attacked near the roadside by an equal number of the
ouemy, when the captain charged upon them with such spirit that
he killed 1, wounded 2 severely, captured 6 prisoners with their

arms, horses, and equipments, bringing them safely to the command
without tJie loss of a man.
On the 22d, the regiment was again placed at the rear of the bri-

gade, and to the rear of the train of contrabands, captured miiles

and horses. Upon arriving near Okolona, the enemy was discovered
upon the right, moving in tlie same direction with ourselves in the
open prairie, but keeping the embankment of the Mobile and Ohio
Raih'oad between them and us. By the order of General Grierson
the regiment left the train and moved to tfce right, deploying Com-
pany H as skirmishers, who soon became engaged with those of the
enemy. MoA'ing rapidly forward through the center of town and
to the north side of it, the regiment formed in line of battle, the
enemy forming in our front to the east, and still hugging closely the
railroad embankment. The First Battalion engaged the enemy's
skirniishers briskly for a few moments, and drove them rapidly back
ui)on their line. Other regiments were soon brought to our rear and
formed for our support, artillery put in position, and everything
seemed to indicate that an engagement was at hanl. Our regiment
having been cut off fr(un the brigade, left the rear of the train

exposed and measurably unprotected ; therefore, after occupying
the above position for some time, we were, by General Grierson's
order, relieved by another regiment and directed to resume our place
in the ojlunm of march.
This order was being executed, but .the regiment had moved but a

few miles from Okolona, when a portion of the force left in our rear
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came forward in the wildest disorder and confusion, it having been
attacked and driven back by the enemy. The First Battalion was
immediately thrown across the road in line of battle, the Second and
Third forming at the same time for its support in its rear. Our
officers then used every exertion to rally and reformthe panic-stricken

and flying troops that came pouring upon our lines. To accomplish
this was impossible. Verjr soon the forces of the enemy made their

appearance, and skirmishing commenced between them and the

First Battalion. The enemy was held in check until, under orders

from General Grierson, we retired. The regiment fell back slowly
and in good order for some distance, by alternate battalions, and
then resumed its march in column. We had not proceeded far be-

fore the avalanche of stampeders again came rushing against and
past our column, when we again formed in line and again met the
enemy, who were at this time pressing the rear hotly and in consid-

erable force. We charged upon them, drove them back handsomely,
but becoming exposed to a severe flanking fire and being unsup-
ported, were compelled to retire. Here we lost several men in killed

and wounded, among the latter Lieut. G. R. Kennedy, of Company
C, who fell leading the charge. He was left on the field. At this

point we also inflicted considerable punishment upon the enemy.
Retiring a short distance, we again halted, and held our position

firmly until ordered back. Passing through the lines formed in our
rear by the other regiments of the First Brigade and a portion of

the Second Brigade, Major Beck, by order of General Smith, with
two companies of the First Battalion and Companies L and M, went
out to the left to protect that flank. After going some distance and
encountering no opposing force he rejoined the regiment at Ivey's
farm.

It was now near sundown, and the enemy was pressing hard upon
us. The regiment was halted and thrown into line, a portion of it

dismounted and sent to the support of the battery of the Fourth
Missouri Regiment, which was in position. Soon afterward those
dismounted were ordered to their horses, and General Smith ordered
fi charge. Not hesitating a moment. Major Beck, with Companies
A. E, and G, and Major Febles, with Companies I, K, and M, rode
rapidly and gallantly forward upon the lines of the enemy with
drawn saber. The nature of the ground prevented the effective use
(;f the saber, but the pistol was siibstituted for it and did most excel-
lent service. The enemy was driven from his position, and lost fear-

fully in killed and wounded; we also took several prisoners. The
charge was not made without loss to us, as we left quite a number
of officers and men on the field. Among the former were Capt. J.

K. Parmelee and Lieut. John Douch, of Comjjany A. Lieutenant
l")ouch was wounded mortally, but the precise fate of Captain Par-
melee is unknown. In the fight at Ivey's farm the regiment sus-
tained the larger portion of its entire loss.

On the 2.3d, we were ordered back from the crossing of the Talla-
hatchie to the support of the Second Brigade\nd took i)Osition, but
the enemy having previously discontinued the attack, oiir services
were not required. We then (juietly crossed the Tallahatchie. The
bridge over which we crossed was burned, and the ford obstructed.
Nothing more of interest occurred until tlie eiisuing day.

On this day the Fii'st Brigade, in cliarge of the trains, marched on
a diff'erent road from tlie balance of the division, this regiment being
in the rear of the First Brigade. We ai'rived without molestation
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nearly to the crossing of the Tippah River, when a small guard, thrown
to protect our rear, was suddenly attacked by a considerable force of

guerrillas. We lost 1 man killed, 1 wounded, and 2 taken [prisoners]

.

As soon as information of the attack reached the column the regiment
was marched back and put in position for their reception ; but they
made no further hostile demonstrations, quickly withdrawing to the
woods to the rear. The number of this force we could not ascertain
with certainty, but a captured contraband, who had been a servant
to one of its officers, put their numbers at 200. This ended the
exciting and material part of the expedition so far as this regiment
was concerned.
From this point we marched'without interruption to our present

camp, at which place we arrived with the residue of the brigade on
the 37th of February.
Our loss in killed, wounded, and missing during the expedition is

84, a list of which has been sent you.
In conclusion, I feel it but an act of justice to say that under the

most trying and disheartening circumstances by which this com-
mand was surrounded, both officers and men behaved themselves
admirably. To the officers, both field and line, much credit is due
for the coolness and alacrity with which they executed every order.

Notwithstanding the disorder and confusion many times about it,

the regiment at no time was disorganized or demoralized.
Respectfully submitted.

THOS. M. BROWNE,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Lieut. A. Vezin,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 41.

Report of Maj. Edward Langen, Fourth Missouri Cavalry, of opera-

tions .January •Z2-February 8.

COLLIERVILLE, TeNN.,
February 10, 1804.

Report of march from Union City, Tenn., to CoUierville, Tenn.,

of the Fourth Missouri Volunteer Cavalry^ under command of Maj.

Edward Langen

:

This command left Union City on the 22d day of January, 1804,

and took camp 6 miles from Troy, Tenn.

Left the camp on the morning of the 23d, and marched about 3

miles from Sharp's Ferry, on the Obion River. Camped there again.

Staid in this camp on the 34th, and left the camp on the 2oth to

return and take another road, as it was, on account of the rise of the

Obion River, impossible to cross any more. Passed Troy and arrived

on the 35th, 10 miles from Union City, at Widow White's, on the

Hickman road.

On the 26th, marched at 10 a. m., and camped 3 miles north of

Union City.

On the 37th, passed Jacksonville, Gardner's Station, and camped

2i miles from Dresden.
On the 28th, staid in this camp and waited for supply train,

which came about 2 miles from camp.
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Left on the 20th, passed Dresden, McKcnzio's Station, and camped
4 miles this side of Huntingdon.

Left camp on the 30th, passed Huntingdon, and camped (i miles on
the other side of Huntingdon.

In this camp we staid all the 31st of January and 1st of Febru-
ary, on which day the supply train caught up.

On the 2d, left camp, passed Spring Creek, and camped 4 miles

below Spring Creek, on the Cotton Creek road. In this camp sent

five teams from the supply train with provisions to Mount Pinson,
and passed Cotton Creek. Passed the Hatchie River aod swamp,
and camped 5 miles from Mount Pinson.
On the 4th February, passed Mount Pinson, camped 8 miles on the

Bolivar road.
On the oth, marched through Medon, crossed the Hatchie River on

a flat-boat, camped 2 miles on the other side of Bolivar, and left on
the 7th. Passed Somerville and camped 8 miles below that place.

Left camp on the 8th, passed the Wolf River Swamp and river,

and arrived at CoUierville early in the afternoon.
EDWARD LANGEN,

Major, Fourth Missouri Volunteer Cavalry.
Lieut. A. Vezin,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 43.

Report of Maj. Gustav Heinrichs, Fourth Missouri Cavalry, of
operations February 11-27.

Headquarters Fourth Missouri Cavai^ry,
Camj) Grierson, Tenn., March 17, 1804.

Sir: In compliance Avith special orders froni headquarters First
Brigade, I have the honor to transmit herewith my oflicial report
<jf the part taken by my command in the last great cavalry expedi-
tion toward Meridian, Miss., and of the diiferent skirmishes and
fights in which the same participated :

The regiment left CoUierville, Tenn., as part of the First Brigade,
on Tuesday afternoon, February 11 , and consisted of the First Squad-
ron, under Captain Hanson, with Coitii^anies D, G, and H ; the Sec-
ond Squadron, under Captain Kemper, ai\d composed of Companies
I, K, and L, and the mountain howitzer battery of four pieces,

lately organized, iinder Capt. Charles P. Knispel, with Lieutenants
Graessle andWieser ; Companies A and B. being detached as provost
guard and Companies F, C, and E, absent from the regiment. We
commenced marching day and night, and the good spii-it of the men
did hardly leave them time to reflect over the great distances that
were made. ^
February 13, arrived in sight of Holly Springs, Miss., at 6 o'clock,

having marched all night, and arrived in camp near Walker's Mills
that .afternoon.

Left camp on the morning of the loth under a heavy rain, and
arrived near Tipi)ah Creek, where we helped build a bridge with
fence rails, and crossed the same with much difiiculty, arriving in
camp on the other side of Tippah Creek early in the morning of
February 10.
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Left camp that morning, and crossed the TaUaliatchie that same
night. Came in camp after midnight and left camp again at 5
o'clock ; marched toward Pontotoc, Miss.
Arrived near Okolona at dark next day, and while marching into

camp several shots were fired on our advance, when, under direction
of Colonel Waring, the regiment, with the battery, formed in line
ready to engage the enemy, who, however, seemed to have no desire
to open a conflict. We followed him several miles, and he dispersed
in all directions. So we went into camp at about It) o'clock in ex-
pectation of meeting him the next morning.
Marched the next day via railroad station, near Egypt, on' the

Mobile and Ohio Railroad, and encamped near Prairie Mound or
Aberdeen, without my command having a chance of coming into
action, although skirmishing and heavy patrolling continued all day.
On the 20th, we arrived in camp near West Point, and remained in

line of battle all night on a most favoi'able position after some of
the other brigades had been in a fight that day.
At 7 o'clock on the morning of the 22d, when our brigade received

orders to fall back, we left camp in the direction of Okolona. My
command marched in the center of the First Brigade, with Capt.
H. Kemper's squadron in the rear of Captain Knispel's battery, Cap-
tain Hanson having the advance.

,
Early after the march a heavy

demonstration was made against the brigade marching in the rear

of the First, and by order of the colonel commanding I formed in

line of battle the pieces, besides my two squadrons, supported by
the Second New Jersey and Second Illinois, to our right and left.

After awaiting an engagement for about one hour our brigade was
ordered to fall back, and we continued our march toward Okolona.
About 3 p. m. Captain Kemper informed me that he was very

hard pressed by stragglers from the brigade in our rear, and that

the enemy was coming nearer and nearer. While going to the rear

to see what could be done, Maj. E. Langen, with the First Squadron,
had reached a pretty elevated spot, where, Avith great presence of

mind he halted, and was about forming that squadron to the right

of the road. Meanwhile our battery and the Second Squadron had
also reached this point, where we formed the regiment, with the pieces
l)artly in the road and on both sides, facing toward the running
friends of the brigade in our rear and the approaching enemy from
the opposite hill, supported again on both flanks by the brave men
of the Second New Jersey and Second Hliaois.

The colonel commanding, at that time busily engaged in forming
the whole of his brigade, will, I am satisfied, never forget the con-

duct of his regiment on this critical occasion. While the friends

of our rear broke and ran away, and the enemy were coming thicker

and thicker, the boys stood like a wall, hoping once to show their

ambition to fight, and our battery just as anxious to be tried the

first time tinder fire. We again were ordered back, and arrived near

a place called Ivey's farm. I was there ordered by^the colonel com-
manding to the right of the battery, while he in person placed the

same in a splendid position. The enemy slowly but steadily ap-

proached and opened a lively fire on us. The Fourth Missouri Cav-
alry was ordered to.dismount and fight on foot. The battery had
commenced a well-directed fire, and it was there where Colonel For-

rest, of the C. S. Army, fell, according to rebel reports since published.

It was this young battery that did it. Tlie enemy was checked, and
General Smith, present on the occasion, remembering former repre-
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sentations and listening to a repeated request of Colonel Waring
to allow the Fourth Missouri Cavalry to make a saber charge,

ordered the charge, which was executed, and, according to the com-
jDliments sent to the regiment by him, in a most brilliant style.

During that time the brigade was ordered to fall back like the bal-

ance of the troops, and under cover of this charge the withdrawal
succeeded, under a most furious fire of the enemy, who meanwhile
had succeeded in breaking our left line of support. The enemy had
advanced nearer than 20 paces. All of the horses of one piece were
killed, and the carriage broken. Major Langen, with Captain Han-
son,, made another desperate charge, and with the balance of the

men, reformed by myself and by the bravery of the officers of the
battery, succeeded in saving the whole battery, with the exception

of one disabled piece, which was spiked. This spiking was done by
Sergeant von Westernhagen and Corporal Velguth, of Company M.
which act I feel proud and in duty bound to mention as an act of

bravery and courage, and respectfully recommend these brave men
to the commendation of the colonel commanding. The conduct of

officers and men of my command during this terrible engagement
has been sufficiently observed by Colonel Waring, and needs scarcely
a repetition of honorable notice on my part. Be it sufficient to say
that every one, without exception, behaved well and gallantly.

The enemy, with a good lesson, fell back and troubled us no more.
We formed again on the other side of the Tallahatchie on the 23d,

and before crossing the Tippah on the 24th, and arrived, after an
easy and comfortable march, safely near Memphis on the 27th.

I have also the honor to lay, through you, before the colonel com-
manding an official list* of the casualties in killed, wounded, and
missing of my command. It will be observed that we lost but
little, which shows that the enemy, by the courageous and coolly
executed saber charge, was so struck and taken by surprise that he
lost the balance of power to give a well-aimed fire, and this explains
the many horses shot in the legs and heads.
In conclusion, I beg to be allowed to express my sincere thanks to

my comrade with me in command, Maj. E. Langen, for his valua-
ble assistance in sharing with me the responsibilities and hardships
connected with this expedition.

GUST. HEINRICHS,
Major, Commanding.

Lieut. A. Vezin,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-Cfen^ral.

No. 43.

Reports of Col. Joseph Kurge, Second New Jersey Cavalry, of oper-
ations January 22-February 27.

Headquarters Second New Jbpsey Cavalry,
Collierville, February 10, 1864.

Sir : In conipliance with orders received from headquarters Cav-
alry Brigade, I have the honor to submit the following report

:

My command broke camp and took up the line of march for
Moscow, Tenn., on Friday, January 22, at 7.30 a. m.

* Embodied in table, p. 193.
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I arrived with my command at 4 p. m. the same date at a point
within 6 miles of tlie Obion River, when I was ordered to superin-

tend the crossing of the brigade at a point called Sharp's Ferry.
Leaving my regiment in bivouac, I immediately Avent to the river,

and, after innumerable and almost insurmountable difficulties, I suc-

ceeded in getting the Nineteenth Pennsylvania and Seventh Indiana
Cavalry, together with a squadron of the Fourth Missouri Cavalry
and a detachment of Second Illinois Cavalry, safely over the stream.
Owing to the utter impassability of the swamp on the opposite side

of the river, in consequence of its sudden rise, I was forced to re-

linquish the attempt to cross at that point, and after due considera-

tion I concluded to take the balance of the command (consisting of

the Second New Jersey Cavalry, a portion of the Fourth Missouri
Cavalry, with three mountain howitzers and the supply and baggage
trains of the brigade) to their destination by a more practicable

route, if possible.

I accordingly started on the line of march with the detachment on
Monday, 25th January, at 2 p. m., and after marching about 12 miles

I halted the command for the night at the Widow White's farm,
where I found forage sufficient for the command.
At 10 a. m., 2Gth January, the command broke camp and took up

the line of march on the Jacksonville road, and halted the command
within 4 miles of Jacksonville same date.

The command marched at 8.30 a. m. on the 27th, and arrived

within 1 mile of Dresden at 8. 30 p. m. , same date, where we remained
until Friday, 29th, when we broke camp at 6.30 a. m., and reached a

point 3 miles beyond McKenzie's Station, where we bivouacked at

.5.30 p. m. same day.
We remained at that point until 12 m. , Saturday, 22d, when we

moved on to Mitchell's farm, 6 miles south of Huntingdon, where
we halted at 7 p. m., and received dispatches from the supply train

informing me that it was encamped at least 10 miles north of Hiint-

ingdon. I immediately gave orders that ten of the baggage wagons
of the brigade should be unloaded and sent back to relieve the sui)-

ply train of a portion of its load, and concluded to remain at tlie

present camp until the supply train arrived.

On the evening of Monday, February 1, the supply train arrived,

and on Tuesday, February 2, the command broke camp and reached

a point 4 miles south of Spring Creek at 5 p. m., where we remained

until the next day, February 3, when we marched at 6.30 a. m. We
halted- o miles north of Mount Finson, which point we reached at

p. m., February 3.

We left camp on the morning of the 4th, and arrived at Medon at

(i p. m., where we halted and bivouacked for the night.

The command left Medon at 7 a. m. Friday, February 5, and ar-

rived at the Hatchie River at 2.30 p. m. same day.

I immediately began crossing the command, and by 12 m. the next

day had them all safely over, with the exception o;^the supply train

and escort, which did not arrive until some hours after, when it

immediately commenced crossing, and by 2 a. m. February 6 the

whole command was safely over and ready for marching, according

to orders, on the morning of the 7th instant.

During the marclT of the command the greater portion of the time

the roads were in an almost impassable condition, so much so that

at times it took several hours to pass over a space 1 mile in extent;
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in addition to tliat there were numerous parties of guerrillas harass-

ing us in front and rear of the command, so that I was forced to

move slowly and cautiously.
I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
JOSEPH KAKGE,

Colonel, Comdcj. 2d New Jersey Volunteer Cavalry.

Col. George E. Waring, Jr.

Headquarters Second New Jersey Cavalry,
Camp Grierson, near Memphis, Tenn., March 16, 1864.

Sir : In compliance with orders from brigade headquarters to fur-

nish an official report of the part taken by my command in the
expedition into Mississippi, I have the honor to state as follows :

On the 11th February ,'1864, at 2 p. m., broke camp at CoUierville,

Tenn. , 494 enlisted men strong, and marched 10 miles toward Mos-
cow, where we halted near the railroad to supply the command with
commissary and quartermaster's stores.

February 12, at 3 p. m., resumed the march. Reached Hudson-
ville at 12 midnight ; halted for two hours.
February 13, at 2 a. m., resumed the march to Holly Springs, and

at 9 a. m. reached Walker's Mills, 8 miles beyond Holly Springs,

where the command camped. Forage scarce in the country, and the
people hostile. One man shot dead of my command by guerrillas

while foraging.
Febr\iary 14, are compelled to stop in camp for want of orders from

commanding general.

On tlie loth receive orders and march at 8 a. m. Reach Tippah
Rivei- at about 1 p. m. The construction of a temporary bridge
consumes six hours. The brigade crosses all right, and my command
holding the rear of tlie column crosses its last man.
Febi'uary IG, at 5 a. m., march 3 miles toward New Albany, where

a halt of two hours was made for the piirpose of feeding. Resume
the march at 9 a. m., reach New Albany at 10 p. m.

Cross the Tallahatchie, February 17, at 1 a. m. Reach camp 4
miles beyond the Tallahatchie at 2.30 a. m. March at 4 a. m., and
having made a junction with the "SeSond and Third Brigades, the
First Brigade forms the rear of the division. The entire column
marches now at a brisk trot, passes Pontotoc at 3 p. in., and goes
into camp 7 miles beyond it on the Ripley road.

Febriiary 18, at 9 a. m., the column resumes its march, the Fil-st

Brigade holding the center. Reach Okolona about 5 p. m., and go
into camp 3 miles on a road leading to Egypt Station, on the Mobile
and Ohio Railroad.
February 19, at G a. m.,the First Brigade t^ok the front, of which

my regiment had the advance. Passed Egyjit Station, and took the
road leading to Aberdeen. When within 5 miles of Aberdeen, was
ordered to countermarch and form the extreme rear of the entire

command. Received written orders from the general commanding
to shoot any man who should fall out the ranks, as the enemy was
believed to be on both flanks, although my flankers had reported to

me on the contrary. Adjutant Pierson brought in six large army
wagons which he found hidden in the swamps, each one loaded with
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various goods and whisky and propelled by six fine mules. Ordered
wa,2:ons and stores to be burned, but mules and drivers (colored),
with about 100 of their friends, who all were anxious to be, joined to
tlie train. Recrossed the railroad at Egypt Station, and immediately
after striking a mere field road to the left I reached, after a few
miles' march, the roads leading to Prairie Station and West Point,
fit which point I found my own brigade and the Third, Colonel Mc-
Crillis, drawn up in close column of squadrons. Orders were given
here to me to take again the advance with my regiment and pro-
ceed to Prairie Station, a distance of 6 miles on the Mobile and Ohio
Railroad, where the long expected and talked of enemy was reported
to be. I marched to the indicated point, which I reached at sun-
down, and found, to my astonishment, instead of the enemy a strong
picket of Union soldiers, forming the advance of the Second[ Brigade,
coming directly from Aberdeen. Had I delayed ten minutes longer,
I might have engaged my own friends, not being able to tell them
from foes on account of the darkness. Camped in the vicinity of
the station.

Xext morning, February 20, at 8 a. m., marched to West Point,
occupying the center of the column, the Second Brigade being in
advance. At about 2 p. m. heard of some skirmishing going on
with our extreme advance and the enemy. Finally, after frequent
delays, reached camp 1 mile west of West Point, where I again was
ordered to exercise the utmost precaution, as the enemy was occupy-
ing both our flanks and rear.

The night passed quietly with only occasional firing of pickets,
and at dawn next morning, February21, the firing began to be quite
Ijrisk, and when I was anticipating to engage the so-long-sought-
for enemy, I was ordered to move my command and proceed on the
road I came toward Okolona. The First Brigade again occupied the
center, guarding the mule train and negroes. Heavy skirmishing
Avas going on in our rear with the Second Brigade, and occasional
shots of hoAvitzers were heard, but no signs of the enemy in our
center. We proceeded unmolested some 20 miles, when at last I

perceived, for the first time since I left Collierville, the enemy on my
right, 1 mile distant, in an open field, drawn up in line of battle, evi-

dently about GOO strong. By orders of Colonel Waring, my brigade
commander, I hastened with my command to take him on the left

Hank, hiding my men as much as possible i;^ the skirts of the woods,
l)ut before I had time to reach the desired spot, where I could attack
liim, he had left, and night setting in, I rejoined my place in the
column. Marched till 2 a. m. , February 22, and halted for four hours
;5 miles south of Okolona. At 7 a. m marched on the old Pontotoc
road, passed Okolona, leaving it to the right within a short distance.

Heard of the enemy's presence but saw none, and when about 6

miles north of the last-named place (the First Brigade still holding
tlie center and guarding the train), I was ordered by my brigade
commander to countermarch and deploy my regimtet within half a
mile of the place where I turned on the left side of the road. The
position I had taken up was every way a superior one, and I had
scarcely made my arrangements when I saw the Fourth Regulars
coming from the direction of Okolona in a rather disturbed condi-
tion, exhibiting marks of pretty severe handling. This induced me
to believe that a general action was close at hand, and as the position
which the brigade and especially my regiment occupied was in every
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way a superior one for effective defense, I ordered at once a part of

my command to dismount and placed it in such a position' that it

could sweep with its fire not only the front but the entire left flank

and not running the slightest danger of being annoyed by the enemy's
sharpshooters, the formation of the ground affordingample protection

for both men and horses. Close to the road and on the left of it stood

a large dwelling-house, surrounded by at least half a dozen of bullet-

proof negro log cabins, which I was just on my way to take posses-

sion of with 50 of my men who had stepped forward voluntarily,

when I received orders from the front to resume my place in the
column of march. I did it with reluctance, for I knew by frequent
discharges of fire-arms that General Grierson was still engaging- the
enemy in the rear with the Third Brigade. Still, obedience being
the first virtue of a soldier, I resumed mj^ march as ordered. Hav-
ing proceeded not over 1^ miles I was again ordered by ColonelWar-
ing to take position on the left-hand side of the road, facing the
enemy. I immediately deployed a part of my command in a deep
gully, some 500 yards left from the road, intrusting the command of

the same to Major Yorke. Twenty-five men, under Adjutant Pierson,

I placed dismounted on an eminence facing the bend of the road. I

directed his attention particularly to a hollow road on the opposite

hill which, if allowed to be occupied by one or two pieces of the
the enemy's artillery, might have played havoc among my center,

which was drawn up as a reserve a few paces in the rear of the 25

men under Adjutant Pierson. I had as yet not disposed of half of my
command when a terrible rush was made from the rear, caused by
the roiit of the Third Brigade, and at a time it seemed that it might
carry terror and dismay among the First Brigade, which was just

preparing for action. Fortunately, the road being pretty wide and
the woods open, it took but very little time for the fugitives to pass,

and scarcely had the last one passed my lines when the enemy was
on his heels, and began to show himself in considerable numbers in

our immediate front on the opposite hill. A few scattering shots
and the occasional whiz of balls reminded my men that they were
for the first time facing the enemy. But nobly did they perform
their work ; volley after volley did they pour from their seven-
shooters among the pressing foe. Major Yorke did his work bravely
on the left ; the adjutant was busily engaged in the center keeping
the road clear, while Captain von Pannwitz was ordered to take
possession, on the immediate right side of the road, of a few buildings,
whence he poured forth a galling Sref An entire hour the enemy
was held in check on my left and center most stubbornly, but hav-
ing on my right only one squadron of the Fourth Missouri, under
Captain Howe, and a part of the Second Illinois under Captain
Moore to support me (the latter was withdrawn during the hottest

of the engagement), I began to be apprehensive of being flanked. I

sent, therefore, orders to Major Yorke, whose left was considerably
in advance of the center and right, to fall slowly back toward the
center, still keeping Adjutant Pierson in hi* old position, when at

once a fire was opened by the enemy obliquely on my right. I now
ordered the center to move, and I am proud to say that neither an
officer nor a man of my command showed any unbecoming haste to

withdraw hinrself from the enemy's fire. Tliej^ all moved off in per-

fect order, and not until they had inflicted upon the enemy a severe
lesson.
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I lost in killed but few, in wounded 8 men, besides 2 officers, Cap-
tain von Pannwitz and Lieutenant Montgomery seriously. The
latter, I am sorry to say, fell into the hands of the enemy, for the
reason that no ambulances were on hand to carry him from the
field.

The enemy did not molest us in the least. We safely rejoined our
column in the brigade, from which we were separated by a motley
crowd, who continually were pouring into the road from each side,

seeking to get to the front out of harm's reach. The regiment de-

ployed again one-fourth of a mile beyond Ivey's Hill, where it re-

mained until every regiment had passed to the front with the excep-
tion of the Fifth Kentucky, which formed the rear guard. Night
having now set in and the enemy entirely quieted, the regiment
resumed its ordinary march in the column and reached the vicinity
of Pontotoc February 33, at 2 a. m.
At 4.30 a. m. the regiment took the advance, and reached New

Albany at 3 p. m. Crossed the Tallahatchie, covered the crossing of

tlie entire division, which was accomplished at about 5 p. m. Taking
the extreme rear, rejoined the brigade 3 miles northwest of» New
Albany, on the road to Holly Springs. The column still marched 7

miles that night, which brought us within 15 miles of the Tippah
River.
February 34, we crossed the river in safety and reached Hudson-

ville, within 3 miles, where we camped, the horses having had very
little or nothing to eat since the day of the engagement near Oko-
lona.
February 25, we reached Collierville.

26tli, we crossed Wolf River, got some forage for horses and food
for men.

37th, we reached within 3i miles of Memphis, where on the 38th a

sudden cold storm had a pernicious effect upon my horses, which,
exhausted by long and continual marching since December 33, 1863,

and previous to this date the transportation from Washington, D.

C., to Columbus, Ky., had rendered for the most part unserviceable.

The regiment lost by death on the march and in camp the major-

ity of its horses, and of the remaining 161 only 55 can be called

serviceable.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOSEPH KARGE,
Colonel, Commanding Second ^New Jersey Cavalry.

Lieut. A. Vezin,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 44.

Reports of Lieut. Col. Joseph C. Hess, Nineteenth Pennsylvania
Cavalry, of operations January 22-Fehruary 17.

Hdqes. Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Collierville, Tenn.. February 10, 1864.

Lieutenant : I have the honor to forward tlie inclosed journal as

my report of the march from Union City, Tenn., to this place.
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The march was commenced January 23 and concluded February
8, 1864. No incident worthy of note occurred. Our command was
frequently fired upon by guerrillas, biit no loss was met with. Our
train reached us at Bolivar entire, and, with the exception of some
stock, the march was made without loss.

Respectfully submitted.

J. C: HESS,
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry.

Lieut. A. Vezin,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Inclosure.]

Journal of the march of the Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry
from Union City, Tenn., to CoUierville, Tenn., January 22 to Feb-
ruary 8, 1864:
Friday, January 22, left Union City, Tenn., en route for CoUier-

ville, Tenn. Encamped for the night 5 miles beyond Troy. Dis-
tance marched, 15 miles.

Saturday, January 23, left camp at 4 a. m. Crossed the Obion
River in a flat-boat. Boat capsized, and 7 horses were lost. After-
ward, in crossing the swamp, 23 horses were lost, making a total
loss of 30. Distance marched, 13 miles.

Sunday, January 24, was spent by the command in waiting for the
balance of the regiment to cross the Obion. Encamped at Porter's
farm.
Monday, January 25, encamped at Porter's farm.
Tuesday, January 26, left Porter's farm and marched via Newberii

and Yorkville to within 6 miles of Trenton. Distance marched, 24
miles.

Wednesday, January 27, broke cami? and marched via Trenton,
and took the Spring Creek road. Distance marched, 17 miles.
Thursday, January 28, broke camp and marched 35 miles. During

the day the command frequently crossed the Forked Deer. Tim
advance and rear guard were fired upon.

Friday, January 29, broke camp and marched to Mount Pinson.
Distance, 8 miles.
Saturday, January 30, encamped at Mount Pinson. Engaged in

repairing the bridge across the Nqrtk Fork.
Sunday, January 31, encamped at Mount Pinson.
Monday, February 1, encamped at Mount Pinson.
Tuesday, February 2, encamped at Mount Pinson.
Wednesday, February 3, left Mount Pinson and marched to the

Hatchie. Distance, 30 miles. Command crossed the same night,
and encamped at Bolivar.
Thursday. February 4, encamped at Bolivar.
Friday, February 5, enfcamped at Bolivar.
Saturday, February 6, broke camp and snarched to Kennedy's

Mills. Distance, 4 miles.
Sunday, February 7, left Kennedy's Mills and marched to within

5 miles of Macon. Distance marched, 28 miles.

Monday, February 8, marched to CoUierville. Distance, 13 miles.
J. C. HESS,

Lieutenant-Colonel Nineteenth. Pennsylvania Cavalry.
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Fort Pickering, Memphis, Tenn.,
February 21, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that the Nineteenth Pennsylvania
Cavalry reached New Albany, Miss., on the morning of the 17th.

One hundred men, under Major Holahan, were detached to accom-
])auy the expedition under General Smith. The remainder returned
the same day to Memphis with prisoners and sick. Passed through
Holly Springs on the evening of the 18th, and reached Memphis at

4 p. m. , February 20.

The prisoners were delivered over to the provost-marshal, and the
regiment ordered to report to Fort Pickering. Guerrillas followed
the command the entire route. Two of them were killed.

Respectfully submitted.

J. C. HESS,
lAeuienant-Colonel, Commanding.

Lieut. A. Vezin,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 45.

Report of Maj. Amos J. Holahan, Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry,

of operations February J 0-27.

Hdqrs. First Batt., 19th Pennsylvania Cavalry,
Near Memphis, March 14, 1864.

Sir : In pursuance to orders received from headquarters First

Brigade, Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Cori)s, I have tlie honor
to submit to you a report of the part the detachment of the Nine-

teenth Pennsylvania Cavalry took in the late expedition:

Orders were received fromheadquarters Cavalry Division, Sixteenth

Army Corps, on the evening of February IG, directing the detail of

100 picked men, under the charge of the second officer in command,
with a sufficient number of officers from the regiment, while the

remainder, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Hess, were
directed to return to Memphis in charge of prisoners.

The detail under my command, assisted by Adjt. N. M. Smith,

Captains Berry and Fischer, and Lieutenants Fackenthall, Freeman,
and R. C. Allen, left its bivouac on the west bank of the Tallahatchie

River at 3 a. m.
February 17, crossed the river, taking the Pontotoc road. I reached

t)ie camp of the First Brigade at daylight. The line of march had
already been commenced by order of Colonel Waring. I took my
position in the rear of the Seventh Indiana Cavalry. The day was
passed without incident of note, having marched ^bout 40 miles.

February 18, resumed the march at 7.30 a. m.* and marched to

Okolona, reaching there after dark. Distance marched, about 35

miles.
February 19, at 1 a. m., I received orders from Colonel War-

ing, commanding First Brigade, directing me to proceed witli my
command at 3 a. m. to Egypt and destroy the railroad and stores

at that point. I started punctually at the hour iiamed, and reached
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Egypt at 4.30 a. m. I immediately threw out a sufficient force*to

picket the roads ; then destroyed the telegraph and fell to work at

the railroad. Great difficulty was experienced in making rapid prog-
ress in the destruction of the road for want of proper tools, but
shortly after the tools of the road were discovered in a house some
distance from the station. These were at once brought into requisi-

tion, and by 9 a. m. some 300 yards of tho road were effectually de-

stroyed, the rails torn up and bent, while large rires were built over
the track, which I was unable, for want of time, to tear up. At 9.30

a. m. Colonel Waring came up and directed me to fire all the stores

found in the place ; then rejoin the brigade and act as rear guard.
The following articles were captured at Egypt, viz : 100,000 bushels

of corn, 5,000 bushels of meal and bran, 5 sacks of salt, 4 boxes
tobacco, 100 muskets, 2,000 grain bags, and a mail. The corn meal,
muskets, and sacks were destroyed, together with the depot, a work-
shop, and a store-house. Other buildings were destroyed by strag-
glers of other commands.

I resumed the march, taking the Aberdeen road. After proceeding
2 miles I met the brigade returning, having taken the wrong road.
By order of Colonel Waring I took the advance of the brigade. The
brigade encamped at Pine Grove at dark. Distance marched, 18
miles.

February 30, broke camp at 7 a. m. and marched to West Point.
During the day the advance were engaged in skirmishing. Distance
marched, 20 miles.
February 21, after having the prisoners, numbering some 80, cap-

tured by the different brigades, turned over to me, I, with the rest
of the command, commenced a retrograde movement. The rear
were heavily engaged during the day. Several foraging parties sent
out during the day from my command, by order of Colonel Waring,
met parties of the enemy on the flanks and had several spirited
skirmishes, which resulted without loss to us. One of the enemy
was killed. The command reached Okolona at 8 p. m. Distance
marched, 38 miles.
February 23, left camp at 7 a. m. At Okolona the rear brigade

was attacked and driven back. The First Brigade countermarched
and moved to its support, while I with my command and prisoners
waited until the pack train and negroes had passed, and then moved
in the rear. At Ivey's Hill the whole train was halted, and I was
ordered by General Smith to a positioif to the left of the road on the
edge of the woods, some 75 yards in rear of the summit of the hill,

with directions to remain there until further orders. Here I waited
until the whole of the three brigades, excepting a battalion of the
Second Illinois, passed me, the First Brigade seeming to be the only
one that maintained its organization. The enemy continued to
advance, and finally drove the Second Illinois, while his balls came
whistling through my ranks at every volley. Not thinking it likely
that any further orders would be sent me, ugon my own responsi-
bility I moved to the rear of the new position taken by the First
Brigade. Here I found the negroes panic-stricken, rushing in every
direction in the wildest disorder, and it was only by the vigorous use
of the saber that I prevented my command from being swept away
in this human tornado. Althougli my column was broken several
times, at last, in conjunction with the negro pioneer corps, I was
able to form and maintain a good column of fours, and by making



Chap. XLIV.] THE jrEVJDIAN EXPEDITION. 2Sy

the stragglers fall in my rear order was established in my part of
the train. Shortly after dark one of my prisoners attempted to
escape by jumping into a thicket by the roadside, but he hadl^hardly
left his horse when half a dozen pieces were discharged at him, and
he. as I was informed immediately after, fell dead. We halted at
midnight, 2 miles southeast of Pontotoc. Distance marched, about
30 miles.

February 23, the march was resumed at 3.30 a. m. Reached Now
Albany at noon, and immediately crossed the Tallahatchie River
without annoyance. After resting hero for two hours llie niarcli was
resumed. After crossing the Tallahatchie bottom we encamped H
miles froni New Albany.
February 24, I left camp at 5 a. m. with the train, the brigade fol-

lowing in our rear. After crossing Tippah River I v^as ordered to
follow immediately in the rear of two companies of tlie Second Illi-

nois, who had the advance of the train. At the bridge Colonel War-
ing detailed Captain Fischer, with 25 men from my command, i;0

remain and prevent confusion in crossing by the other commands.
These men afterward joined us at different points along the road.
About 3 miles from the river I met Colonel McCrillis' brigade, who
greeted me witli anxious inquiries as 'to how the battle was progress-
ing. &c., but 1 was ignorant of any engagement being in progress.
Some 2 miles farther on I met General Smith, who liad already
turjied the Second Illinois back, who greeted me as follows: "We
are attacked in the rear ; turn back ; I want every raaii at the
]'iver ;"' but when I informed him the nature of the (hity I was jier-

forming, he said :
" Then also take charge of the train, and pick up

all sti'agglers to assist you in guarding your command, and push on
to Memplus as (piick as you can. I don't care how you get there,
only get the ti-ain out of the way. I don't care if you go all the way
to-night, only i)ush on as fast as you can." Presuming there was
some reason for this excitement, I moved on at as rapiil a gait as I

thought the train could follow. Shortly after dark, hearing the
train was not closed up, 1 halted about an hour for it, and started as
soon as I had it in close column. I moved ona fev/milcs, and halted
between Hudsonville and Mount Pleasant for the night.

February 25, I left camp at 7 a. m., ,ind after moving on beyond
Mount Pleasant halted and fed my command. Resuming the march
at 11 a. m., I moved on slowly, taking the State Line road between
Collierville and Germantown. At the-la*ter place 1 halted for an
hour, and then moved on. After proceeding a short distance I mot
Ijieutenant-Colonel Hess, of the Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry,
in command of detachments of the Nineteenth Pennsylvania, Sixth
Tennessee, and First Alabama, who were sent out by Genei'al Buck-
land to re-enforce General Smith. Learning from Colonel Hess that
stragglers, who had reached Memphis before me, had reported tliat

the expedition had been totally defeated and scattered, I immediately
ordered Adjutant Smith to report to General Bud^land and contra,-

dict the statements of these fellows. I then went into camp 8 miles
from Memphis.
February 26, I reported to General Smith and received orders from

Lieutenant Ingei'ton, acting assistant adjutant-general, to turn the
train over to Captain Ewart, Second Illinois Cavalry, and rejjort to

my reginu'ut at Fort Pickering, which I did after turning over my
pi'isfmers to Captain Williams, provost-niax-shal of Menipliis.
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The officers and men of my command deserve great praise for the
coohiess they displayed and their general good conduct. No strag-

gling or vandalism took place, no man being allowed to leave the
column Avithout permission from his commanding officer.

Very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
A. J. HOLAHAN.

Major Nineteentli Pennsylvania Cavalry.
Lieut. A. Vezix,

Acting Astiiniant Adjutant-General.

No. 46.

RepoH of Lieut. Col. William P. Hepburn, Second Iowa Cavalry,
commanding Second Brigade, of operations February 11-26.

Headquarters Second Brigade, Cavalry Divlsion,
Germanioum, Tenn., March 15, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following as a brief
rejiort of the action of the S6cond Brigade, Cavalry Division, Six-
teenth Army Corps, in the late expedition into Mississippi:*

In accordance to orders from the general commanding the Cavalry
Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, I marched the Second Brigade,
composed of the Second Iowa Cavalry, Major Coon commanding;
Sixth Illinois Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Starr, commanding;
Seventh Illinois Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Trafton, commanding;
Ninth Illinois Cavalry, Lieutenant-Colonel Burgh commanding;
Company K, First Illinois Light Artillery, Lieutenant Curtis com-
manding, and two companies of the jjioneer corps, in all 2,900
strong, at 3 o'clock on the morning of the lltli of February, and
effected a crossing of the Coldwater at Miller's Ford and Doty's
Mill by '.} o'clock of the afternoon. The whole command bivouacked
that night 8 miles southeasterly from Byhalia.
At an early hour tlie next day the march was resumed, and con-

tinued without incident until a point 2 miles east of Waterford was
reached, when, at 8 p. m., the brigade went into camp. Four com-
panies of the Second Iowa Cavalry, under command of Captain
Horton, were sent in the direction of Wyatt to communicate with
Colonel McMillen. " "

On the morning of the 1.3th the march was resumed. One battal-
ion of the Ninth Illinois Cavalry, under command of Major Bishop,
was sent to the railroad crossing, in the direction of Abbeville, to
make a feint of crossing the Tallahatchie, and one battalion of the
Seventh Illinois Cavalry, commanded by Captain Webster, was
sent to form a junction with Captain Horton. At 3 p. m. the bri-
gade crossed the Tippah, at Callahan's Mills, on a bridge built by the
pioneer corps, luider the direction of Lieutapant-Colonel Starr, and
encamped in the vicinity of Potts' house.
The marcli was resumed at daylight, and the Tallahatcliie crossed

about 2 p. m. The brigade encamped for the night and during the
next day o miles south of New Albany.
On the 16th, the command marched 4 miles, encamping at Johnson's

plantation, 9 miles south of New Albany.
On the night of the 1 7th, encamped 9 miles south of Pontotoc.

* Lieuteuant-Colonel Hepburn assumed command of the brigade February 7.
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On the 18th, the Ninth Illinois Cavalry, by order of Brigadier-
General Grierson, moved upon Aberdeen, 45 miles distant. Colonel
Burgh, commanding, was opposed by a few companies of Confeder-
ate cavalry, which he quickly dispersed, and reached Aberdeen,
from which he drove the enemy's -cavalry at sundown. He captured
several prisoners of war, large quantities of stores, and many horses
and mules. On the night of the 18th, the brigade encamped 4 miles
east of Okolona.
On the lOtli, passed through Aberdeen and to a point 2 miles east

of Prairie Station.

On the morning of the 20th, the entire command moved in the
direction of West Point, the Second Brigade in the front. The
Second Iowa Cavalry was in the advance of the brigade, and the
Sixth Illinois Cavalry upon the left flank on the railroad, which
they effectually destroyed. Immense quantities of corn belong-
ing to the Confederacy was burned. Near Loohattan Station
Colonel Starr reported the enemy in force at a point about C miles
north of West Point. The advance, consisting of 17 men of Company
K, Second Iowa Cavalry, under command of Lieutenant Bandy, ran
u^jon a vastly superior force of the enemy. Lieutenant Bandy im-
mediately charged them, putting them to flight, capturing several
prisoners. His conduct was gallant in the extreme, and entitles him
to the l;),ea.rty commendation of his commanding officers.

One and one-half miles north of West Point the enemy, reported
to be Colonel Forrest's brigade, advantageously posted in timber and
behind fences, vigorously attacked and checked the advance of the
Second Iowa. The regiment was soon in position and so supported
by other parts of the brigade that the enemy was routed, but not
without the loss of Lieutenant Dwire, Second Iowa Cavalry, and 4

men wounded.
Lieutenant Dwire was a brave, earnest and faithful soldier, but the

many comrades who mourn his loss have the comforting reflection

that he died at his yjost and in the full discharge of his duty.

An hour later West Point was occupied by our forces, and the
brigade encamped for the night in its vicinity.

On the morning of the 21st, one battalion of the Sixth Illinois

Cavalry, under command of Major Whitsit, was ordered out to

reconnoiter the West Point and Houston road. He soon found a
superior force, and was re-enforced by tRe Second Iowa Cavalry.

After an engagement of two hours the enemy were driven across the

Sakatonchee. In this engagement we lost several men wounded.
While the Second Iowa and Major Whitsit's battalion were en-

gaged, the enemy, about 400 strong, made a demonstration on the

West Point and 'Columbus road. They were driven rapidly back by
Captain Webster, Seventh Illinois, and Captain Blackburn, Ninth
Illinois Cavalry, with their respective companies.
After driving the enemy across tlie Sakatonchee and routing them

on the Columbus road, the First and Third Brigades having been
well advanced in the retrograde movement, the Second Brigade was
ordered to retrace their steps of the day before and cover the roar of

the comma.nd. the Second loM'a in the rear.

I directed Major Coon, commanding the Second Iowa, at any time
when he might be severely pressed to sound the signal " halt." I also

directed the other commanding officers to have the signal repeated

from rear to the front of the brigade. Major Coon replied that he
could take care of anything that was in the rear.



292 KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XUV.

For a distance of 5 or miles our rear guard was sca,7-oely molested.

Afterward, for 3 or 3 miles, the skirmishing was hep' -j.

Eight miles from West Point General Grriei ^ .ii, with the Sixth

and Ninth Illinois Cavalry, started to the reli i of the brigade train,

reported to be in imminent danger, about 4 miles to the front. Two
companies of the Seventh Illinois were with the train.

In passing a swamp, about 9 miles from West Point, the Second
Iowa was heavily pressed by the enemy. When a short distance

north of it I received word from Major Coon that the brigade was
moving faster than it was possible for him to mai-ch, and immedi-
ately afterward that a line must be formed in order to give him
relief.

The remaining companies of the Seventh Illinois Avere at once
posted upon eligible ground, supporting Company K, First Illinois

Artillery. Lieutenant Curtis opened upon the enemy, and by a well-

directed fire checked temporarily their advance, and the Second
loAva fell back behind the line.

It is proper here to remark that no signals, as directed, were sounded
from the rear, and no calls for assistance or re-enforcements were
made that were not at once responded to.

The Seventh and Ninth Illinois Cavalry alternately relieved the

Second Iowa as rear guard, and, in comjiliance with orders to fall

back as rapidly as possible and fight only when absolutely neces-

sary, Ave resumed our march. •

During the night the enemy was successfully ambuscaded by the
Seventh and Ninth Illinois, and suffered a heavy loss.

The brigade encamped 2 miles south of Okolona, at which place
Company K, First Illinois Light Artillerj'-, Avas detached and attached
to the Third Brigade.
At sunrise Ave resumed the march, the Second Brigade taking the

advance. Ten miles from Okolona I was ordered by General Smith
to form the brigade in line of battle, making such dispositions that
the First and Tliird Brigades, then heaAdly pressed by the enemy,
might pass thi'ough. The Sixth Illinois Avas detained by General
Smith in the rear. The Seventh Illinois I Avas directed to send for-

Avard Avith the train. The Second Iowa and Ninth Illinois were
jjromptly f )rmed in fine positions, but Avere soon ordered farther to

the rear, av lere they met and checked the advance of the enemy.
Some till 36 hotirs the troops were used in forming successiA'e lines,

and fighting tlieir Avay sloAvIy back tft lA'cy's Hill, Avhere lines Avere

formed and a general engagement tendered the enemy. Dark piit an
end to tJie engagement, leaving our caA-alry in j^ossession of the
field, having repulsed and beaten the enemy at every point where he
made an attack. Prior to this the ScA'cntli Illinois Cavalry had
been relieved from duty wilh ihe train, and ]iad borne a distin-

guished pai't in the A'arious Migagoments of the day.
We biA-ouacked tl^at night 'i miles south of Pontotoc, and the

next day at noon recrossed tlie 'J'allaliatcliie i^t NeAv Albaiiy.

The last seen of the enemy .he Ava.s !) miles southeast of New
Albany.
By sloAv marches Ave regained ovir camp at GermantoAvn on Friday,

the 2Gthultiim>, at Vl in., after a march of 400 miles in eleven march-
ing days.

In a. Tcpovt ]ik-i' thiw I cnuii'.'i |)i'"])f'rly cxprosf: my ajMircciation of
thy heiojc vondu'.-t of tlie vegimentfd coininanderp and all officers

and meti of the Second Brigade. All bravely fought, patieiitly
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endured, and in all i-esi)ects exhibited the highest degree of soldierly
(|ualities. To Lieutenaut-Coloiiel Trafton and Ijientonant-Colouel
Bnrgli, for their earnest and hearty co-opera Kon, I am personally
and greatly indebted and express my grateful thanlis. The mem-
bers of my staff were untiring in their efforts to effect the success
of the expedition, brave and zealous. I made no calls upon their
courage, patience, or endurance to which they did nt)t respond to

my full satisfaction.

At least 1,000 horses and mules were captured, but our march-
ing the first three days from West Point was so severe that all were
required to remoitnt the men. Several hundred negroes were
bi'ought in.

Caj^tain Schnitzer, acting provost-marshal, has not yet furnished
a report of the number of prisoners captured, but I am safe in esti-

mating them at 75 or 100.

Our losses by regiments during the entire exj)edition are as fol-

lows :

Regiment.



294 KT., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND H". GA. [Chap. XLTV.

Moved at S a. m., February 12, in the (lireftioii of Waterforrl,

passing that place at dark ; encamped l^ miles southeast.
At daylight moved one battalion, with pioneer corps, to prepare a

crossing at Callahan's Mills on the Tippah River. At 9 a. m. re-

ceived orders to proceed with the two remaining battalions to the
river, and assist in constructing a bridge for the crossing of the
command. Arrived at the river at 12 m. ; completed the bridge at

3.20 p. m. ; marched with the brigade to Okolona, Miss., encamping
on the night of the 18th 5 miles east, where I received orders at 8

p. m. to move Avith the Sixth Illinois Cavalry and the battery of

the Ninth Illinois Cavalry to a point 9 miles north of Aberdeen,
Miss., communicating with Lieutenant-Colonel Burgh, Ninth Illi-

nois Cavalry, at Aberdeen, and taking possession of Cotton Gin
Ferry, over the Tombigbee River, 10 miles above Aberdeen.
At daylight I moved slowly toward Aberdeen, halting 6 miles

north of that place to feed. At 13 o'clock I fell in rear of the bri-

gade, mai'ching to a point 2 miles east of Prairie Station, on the
Mobile and Ohio Railroad, where the regiment encamped with the
brigade.
On the morning of the 20th of February, I received orders from

Brigadier-General Grierson to proceed with the regiment along the
railroad to Loohattan Station to destroy all bridges, culverts, rail-

road buildings, and C. S. property of whatevei' kind. During the
day the amount of property destroyed was estimated at 500,000
bushels corn and 200 bales fodder. I also burned 11 bridges and cul-
verts.

Arriving at Loohattan Station, I found the enemy in force l-J

miles east of the station. I took position at the railroad and com-
municated with General Grierson, who instructed me to remain
imtil further orders, not, however, to advance. Soon after General
Grierson arrived in person, with two battalions of Seventh Illinois

Cavalry.
The enemy, consisting of the brigades of Colonels Forrest and Mc-

Culloch, having discovered the column moving on the main Oko-
lona and West Point road, moved rapidly in that direction. At 1

a. m. General Grierson ordered the regiment to rejoin the cokimn.
On the morning of February 20, I sent one battalion, under Maj.

C. W. Whitsit, to reconnoiter on the Houston road. The enemy
were found in small force about 2 miles out. Being superior in num-
bers to the battalion under Major Whitsit, the Second Iowa Cavalry
moved on the Houston road, relievinof him. Almost immediately
after this, I was ordered to move in the direction of West Point, 1

mile distant, to ascertain the cause of an alarm in that direction. I

Ijosted my dismounted men on the railroad, and sent forward Cap-
tain Blackburn, Company A, Ninth Illinois Cavalry, and Capt. M.
L. Webster, with one company Seventh Illinois Cavalry, moving on
the Columbus road. They encountered a considei'able force of the
enemy's cavalry; a vigorous attack made by the companies of Cap-
tains Webster and Blackburn dispersed them completely.
Receiving orders to take my place in the column, a line of march

to the rear naving been taken up, I marched out of West Point at
11 a. m., February 21. During the day so many details of companies
and battalions were made to assist the Second Iowa Cavalry, then
covering the retreat, that it is impossible to enumerate them.
At 10 a. m., February 22, I received orders from Brig. Gen. Will-

iam Sooy Smith to proceed to the rear of the column with the Sixth
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Illinois Cavalry, there reporting to Brigadier-Goiieval Griersoii. The
I'ear of the column heing somewhat confused, General Grierson or-

dered my regiment into position in advance of th" First Brigade,
two regiments of the Third Brigade being still in advance, skirmish-
ing with the enemy. One of the three regiments being i)ressed,

broke and retreated through my line in disorder, scattering one bat-

talion of my regiment. The Third Battalion, under Major Whitsit,
on the left, and the Second Battalion, under Capt. John Lynch, on
the right, held the enemy in check for some time, iintil they were
attacked on the flanks, when they were withdrawn, Lieutenant-Col-
onel Thornbiirgh, Fourth Tennessee Cavalry, having formed one
battalion of his regiment for their relief.

During the day the regiment was in action live different times.

Tlie limited number of cartridge-boxes and belts precluded the cai-ry-

ing of more than 40 rounds of ammunition. This amount having
been expended before 6 p. m. , the regiment was not engaged until

dark, when General Grierson requested its assistance with or with-
out ammiinition. The men responded cheei'fully to his call, and vo-

mained in position about half an hour, until relieved by the Fourth
Missouri Cavalry of the First Brigade.
At about 11 a. m., February 23, I was ordered to relieve the Fifth

Kentucky and Third Illinois Cavalry, then covering the retreat.

The regiment marched in the rear a distance of 9 miles to New Al-

bany without exchanging a shot. On the night of the 23d Fcbruarj^
at 8 p. m., in obedience to orders, I sent one battalion, under Major
"Whitsit, to encamp at Potts' plantation, with instructions to scout

Avell the Hollow Ford and King's Bridge road; also the road to Tip-

l)ah River. This was accomplished by daylight in the morning, the

battalion halting at the Tippah until the column had passed. The
regiment marched with the brigade from that point to Germantown,
Tenn., where it is now stationed.

The loss of the regiment is 7 wounded and 5 missing.

Respectfully submitted.
M. H. STARR,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Sixtli Illinois Cavalry.

Lieut. W. Scott Belden,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 48.

Report of Lieut. Col. George W. Trafton, Seventh Illinois Cavalry,

of operations Febniary 11-2G.

Headquarters Seventh Illinois Cavalry,
Camp near Germantown, Tenn., February 28, 18()4.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in accordant;^ with previous

instructions, I started with the Seventh Illinois Cavalry, 700 strong,

from camp near Germantown, at 3 a. m. of the 11th instant.

My regiment took the advance, and marched first day through
Byhalia to Dick's p]antation, about 4 miles south of that place.

There we camped for the night.

Started from there next morning, my regiment still taking the

advance ; marched this day (12th) about 20 miles. From this time
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v,(' iiiiU'cliod daily, taking my regular place in the column according
ti) tlie ortler of march, without any incident of note till the 20th
instant, when, near West Point, Miss., the advance came up and
skirmished the enemy. My regiment had been 3 miles from the line

of march to the left' in charge of General Grierson, and returned
just as the I'egiments in front had repulsed the enemy and drove him
fi'om the field. One battalion of my regiment, under command of

Captain Webster, sent to the left and skirmished the enemy, who
fled, and the battalion went as far as the town of West Point. By
this time it was night, and we went into camp near the town.
Next morning reveille sounded at daylight; boots and saddles

soon after. About 7 o clock to liorse was sounded, and we forme<l
in close column of squadrons on the West Point road, and near the
town, and remained there until nearly noon. During this time the
I'C'giments in front had been skirmishing, and a couple of companies
of my regiment went to the left : had a skirmish with the enemy.
A little before noon Ave started, taking the road to return. About;)
o'clock we were called to the rear; had some slight skirmishing.
Camped that night, at 13 o'clock, near Okolona.

Started next mornijig in advance, but had not gone far when the
i-eport was brought t<J the front that they were fighting in the rear.

AVe were formed in line of battle on the left of the road and re-

mained about half an hour, when we were ordered to proceed with
the pack train and other incumbrances. We accordingly started,
and proceeded about 4 miles, when we were ordered to halt. Shortly
after we were ordei'ed to the rear to help support that part of the
line. We weid back on double-quick, found the different regiments
in some little confusion, occasioned by the })reakingup and stamped-
ing of a regiment. We immediately formed on the extreme rear, where
IJie enemy were pressing hard, and held them in (dieck until there
was a line formed in our rear. We tlien fell back to another posi-

tion. The fighting continued until after dark, when the different
regiments withdrew from the field. My regiment was the last to
withdraw froin position on the field. As we came off met General
Grierson, and C<jlonel Hepburn was assigned position by General
Grierson, "which we maintained till the column was in motion, and
then followed in the I'ear to within 4 miles of Pontotoc, where we
stopjjed two hours, and distributed our ammunition and the remain-
der of rations.

Started again at sunrise, my regiment again taking the rear. The
enemy had been crf)\vding the rear from the time I left the battle-

groimd near Okolona, and at Pontotoc they charged my rear guard
again, but were repulsed at every advance with such havoc in their
I'anks that they became chary of approaching us, and after leaving
Pontotoc they only came up two or three times within range of our
carbines.

( )n the 25tli, we recrossed the Ti])pah and came on to this place,
Avhei'e we arrived on the 2fith safe and sound.
Our loss was 4 men killed, ] 5 men wounded,* 1 prisoner of war, and

G missing. We lost also 200 horses.
I am, sir, your most obedient servant,

GEO. W. TRAFTON,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Contdg. Seventh Illinois Cavalry.

Lieut. W. Scott Belden,
Acting Assistant Adjittant-General.
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No. 49.

Rtpoti of Lieiif. Col. Henry B. Burgli, Ninlli Illhiois Cnralry, of
openttiuns Fehmary 11-30.

Headquarters Ninth Illinois Cavalry,
Germanioiun, Tenn., February 28, 1864.

Sir : In obedience to orders received from brigade lieatlquarters,
I have tlie honor to make the following report of the part taken by
my regiment in the late expedition :

I left camp at Germantown, Tenn., February 11, 18G4, as a part
of the Second Brigade, Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps.
On the morning of the 13th, Major Bishop, witli one battalion,

was ordered to make a demonstration at Abbeville crossing, where
he found a large force of the enemy and skirmished with them for
an hour, resulting in a loss to the enemy of 4 men wounded, after
which he rejoined the regiment.
On the 18tli, I vras ordered to proceed to Okolona and Aberdeen.

At Okolona we met a small party of the enemy and drove them
before us, taking the town by surprise, and capturing a large mail
and Lieiitenant Barber, depot quartermaster.
From there we marched on Aberdeen, where we found two com-

panies of State militia, drove them back, taking possession of the
town, killing Captain Eogers, commissary of subsistence, C. S.

Army, woundi]ig a lieutenant, and taking prisoners 1 major, 1 cap-
tain, 1 surgeon, 1 lieiitenant, J hospital steward, and 13 privates, and
destroyed about 3,500 bushels of coi-n, 300 saddle-trees and machin-
ery for makiiig the same, one 10-pounder cannon, a large amount of
leather, whisky, beans, &c.

All along the route from Okolona to Aberdeen large numbers of
negroes, horses, and mules were brought in and turned over to the
prcjper officers.

On the arrival of the brigade my regiment was ordered on provost
duty, and remained in possession of the town until the troops
passed through, when I rejoined the command.
On the 20tli, participated in the engagement with the enemy near

West Point, capturing Major Dyer, of the C. S. Army, at this
place. I destroyed about 200 bushels of white beans that were in
store.

On the evening of the 31st, my regiment was ordered to take the
rear, which at that time was hotly pressed.^ I succeeded in ambush-
ing the enemy and checking his advance for the night, with a re-

ported loss to him of 14 killed and 39 wounded.
On the 22d, was in the several engagements on the hills back of

Okolona.
On the 24th, made a rapid march to the support of the First Bri-

gade.
On the 2oth, a forage party from my regiment captured a captain

and iJi'ivate of the rebel army.
My loss in the several engagements is as follo'v;^ : One killed, 20

wounded, and 10 missing. I captured 2 majors, 2 captains, 3 lieu-

tenants, 1 surgeon, and 33 privates, 140 horses and over 200 mules.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

H. B. BUEGH,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Ninth Illinois Cavalry.

Lieut. W. S. Belden,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.
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No. 50.

Report of Maj. Dalits E. Coon, Second Town Cavalry, of operations

February 11-3G.

Headquarteks Second Iowa Cavalky,
GermantowH, Tenn., February 2S, 18C4.

Lieutenant : I have the honor to make the folloAving report in

regard to the part taken by the Second Iowa Cavalry on the recent

raid in the State of Mississippi

:

On the 1st day of this month I turned over my camp and garri-

son equipage at Memphis, and remained with my command and in

bivouac on my camping-ground, exi^osed to the cold weather until

the morning of the 6th instant, when I was ordered to Germantown,
Tenn. At this place my command was in bivouac until the morn-
ing of the 11th.

In accordance with orders from brigade headquarters, my com-
mand, consisting of the Second Iowa Cavalry, 860 sti'ong, and 4 pieces

of artillery, 12-pounder mountain howitzers, left this ]ilace at 3 a. m.,
moving on the Mount Pleasant road ; at 10 a. m. reached the Cold-
Avater at Miller's Mills, and after some trifling repairs on the road
passed the swamp and took the Byhalia road, arriving at that place
at 3.30 p. m. At this place found Capt. Charles C. Horton, com-
manding First Battalion, Second Iowa Cavalry, armed with Colt
revolving rifles, who had been sent to make necessary repairs at the
crossing of the Coldwater, in advance of the command. Fi'om
Byhalia we took the Chulahoma road for 5 miles and turned east some
4 miles, where we camped for the night.

At 8 a. m. of the 12th, Capt. C. C. Horton, commanding First
Battalion, was sent to Chulahoma and to Wyatt Ferry, on the Talla-
hatchie, if necessary, to communicate with Colonel McMillen, com-
manding a brigade of infantry. At 8 a. m. the brigade was in
motion, the Second Iowa Cavalry having the advance. During the
forepart of the day there was very little skirmishing with a party
of scouts, wlio were placed in the vicinity of Tallaloosa, 8 miles
southwest of Holly Springs, to watch the movements of our cavalry.
Passing to the right of Tallaloosa, we took the road to Cox's planta-
tion, thence turned east, taking the Waterford road. Parties were
sent in all directions to ascertain the whereabouts and j^robable force
of the enemy, but no information could be gained of a lai-ge force at
any jDoint on the Tallahatchie Ri\{er.i but that night ]nckets were
placed at all available crossings on that river, with small scoiits or
l)atrols on all roads running north to the Memphis and Charleston
Railroad.
During the afternoon it was pretty well understood that Gen-

eral Forrest's main force had left Oxford, Miss., his late headquar-
ters, and gone soutli, some supposed to Grenada. At sunset we
reached Old Waterford ; at dark the depot and new town of Water-
ford. A citizen of the place informed us that the telegraph had been
in operation up to one hour previous, and of bourse the enemy had
been well posted as to our numbers and all movements made during
the 11th and 1 2th. The Second Brigade camped 3 miles southeast of
Waterford, on Brooks' i^lantation, finding jjlenty of forage for ani-
mals and provision for men.
At 11.30 o'clock of the 13t]i, the command moved on the road to

the Tippah River, crossing at Callahan's Mills and taking the road
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tu Polts' plantation on the Holly Springs road. Bivouacked lor tlie

night on Parson Cooi)er's i)]antation.

The command was again in motion at daylight of the 14th on the
New Albany road, jDassing Hickory Flats, and reached New Albany
at 2 p. m. At sunset bivouacked 4 miles from this place, on the road
toward Pontotoc. Ow^ing to the failure of Colonel Waring's bri-

gade to close up, the whole command remained in bivouac during
the Avhole of the 15th at this place.

On the 16th only 10 miles were made, when we halted at Cherry
Creek for Colonel Waring's brigade to close up with the main col-

umn.
On the 17th, the whole command being together, was put in motion

at 8 a. m., and passed Pontotoc at 11 a. m., and took the Houston
road running south. Halted for the night some 10 miles south of

Pontotoc.
At daylight of the 18th, the column was again in motion, and,

after a march of some 4 miles, took the Okolona road running east.

At 4 p. m. we reached that place, and camped 4 miles beyond on
the Aberdeen road.
At daylight on the 19th, were again moving on the road to Aber-

deen, at which place we arrived at 11 a. m. After a short halt

orders were received for us to move on the Prairie Station road,

which was obej^ed.

From Prairie Station the whole command took, on the morning of

the 30th, the West Point road, the Second Iowa Cavalry having the

advance. Not over 5 miles had been gained when we came up with
a light picket of the enenay, and continued to have liglit skirmish-

ing for some 5 miles more, when we suddenly ran into a column
consisting of about 350, which were quickly scattered by the three

saber companies under Capt. George C. Graves.
After a halt of two hours for the column to close up, the march

was resumed. Light skirmishing continued for some 3 miles, when
tlie advance encountered a force of about 350. Two companies of

rifles were immediately dismounted, and in five minutes the whole
party was dispersed. This was not done, however, without the loss

of Lieutenant Dwire, Company F, killed, and 4 men wounded.
The enemy had, during this day's skirmish, 1 major seriously

wounded in the head, 3 men killed, and 3 wounded. On reaching
West Point it was ascertained that the throe Forrests (general,

colonel, and captain) had just left and passed west across the Saka-
tonchee Eiver, some 3 miles distant. ' *

Up to tlie time of reaching West Point the largest force encount-

ered was reported to be 350 or 300. In no case had they made
demonstration of a formidable resistance. Having had the advance
during the entire day of the 20th, I had good opportunities for

gathering information of the location and numbers of Forrest's

command, and had at no time placed the force at the SaJcatonchee

bridge above 2,000 men, and this force without artillery.

When the command was ordered to fall back to pkolona, on the

morning of the 21st, I was ordered to take the Second Iowa Cavalry
and make a demonstration at the bridge, which I did in tlie follow-

ing manner : After dismounting four rifle companies, I advanced
them as skirmishers under cover of a fence and in close proximity

with the enemy's sharpshooters ; I then brought forward two of my
13-pounder howitzers and drove them easily from their fences and
houses near the bridge. After some two hours' time used in skir-
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nusliiiig with the rifle, and now and then a shell with howitzers, I

\v itlidrew, in compliance with orders, thoronghly convinced of two
i'acts, viz, first, that the enemy had uo artillery at that place,

and, second, that the Federal force was at least 4 to the enemy's 1.

In obedience to orders I was in rear. The Second Iowa Cavalry
formed the rear guard.
After leaving the bridge some 5 miles, firing commenced in the rear,

and increased for an hour, when I was called upon by Cajjt. George C.

Graves, in command of tlae rear guard, for assistance, as the enemy's
force was pressing liim and threatening his flanks. One battalion of

rifles, imder Capt. C. C. Horton, was immediately dismounted and
placed behind a fence, and the saber companies brought in. The
enemy, thinking the road clear, came up with great boldness. At
this time two or three shells and three or four rounds from the rifles

checked the movement, when my men retired in good order. From
the demonstration of the enemy I deemed it necessary to dismount
another battalion of rifles, imder Capt. Paul A. Queal, and having
eight companies dismounted and the saber companies mounted to

guard the flanks, I felt that the rear of the column was quite safe.

It having been reported to me that the enemy were moving on my
left flank, I found, on examination, that a column was moving, and
sa^v three stand of colors displayed ; but the command to which they
belonged could not have been over a battalion each. By the assist-

ance of one battalion of the Sixth Illinois Cavalry I was enabled to

withdraw my command across a swamp difficult of passage, and
alter mounting my men fell back some 3 miles, when I found my-
self again attacked more furiously than before. At this place the
saber companies (mounted), under command of Capt. George C.
Graves, did great havoc with their carbines. At one time 8 horses
came into his lines with empty saddles. Here again I was compelled
to dismount all my rifles, and it was with the greatest difficulty that

I got my led horses and howitzers out of the timber in time to save
them. My men on foot had become so completely exhausted that
I felt sure at one time that one-half of them must be captured.

Lieut. P. L. Reed, who commands the battery, saved one piece in
a heroic manner. The two lead horses having been killed in a nar-
row lane, he was compelled to dismount men and bring off one piece
for some distance. Having seen the enemy on both flanks, I sent to
Captains Queal and Horton to fall back with their dismounted men
as fast as possible, but they had traveled so far that they were nearly
exhausted.
Although I had given notice that my command was hard pressed

and that I was in great need of re-enforcements, I had been unable
to get assistance. Notwithstanding the exhausted condition of the
men. they were brought off in the most heroic manner by Capts. C.
C. Horton and Paul A. Queal, who pressed in the rear and on both
flanks, I'epulsed the enemy ii. the rear, and drove back their flanks
until they had made good their escape.
On no occasion have I witnessed more defermined coolness than

on this. There are many officers and soldiers who deserve personal
compliment for gallant conduct in the action, but the short space I

am allowed hgre forbids that I should say more than that all, both
officers and men, were never more gallant than on this occasion.

After the regiment had reached a point of safety we were relieved
by the Ninth Illinois Cavalry, who acted as rear guard for the bal-

ance of the day. At night camped near Okolona.
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Passed Okolona early on the morning of the 23d, taking the road
to Pontoioc. Wlien we had marched some 10 miles on this road,
orders were given that a line should be formed by the Second Bri-
gade that the other two brigades might pass by.
By instrnctions from Brig. Gen. B. H. Grierson, my command was

formed upon a high ridge, the riflemen lying close to the ground
and the saber companies formed on the right and left flanks to guard
against being outflanked. Until this time the enemy had apparently
had their own way until they formed themselves within halt circles,

where bullets from the five-shooting rifles fell like hail. They were
easily checked, biit pursued continuously for some time afterward.

Capt. Chas. P. Moore, Company K. who guarded the right flaiik,

and Lieutenant Hamilton, Company M, on the left flank, are deserv-
ing of great praise for the part performed by them on this occasion.
About 3 p. m. I was ordered by General Grierson to use my regi-

ment as flankers, and guard the left flank, as a column could then
be seen threatening the command in that direction. By some mis-
understanding one battalion was left flanking late at night, while
the balance had flanked along until it reached the head of the col-

umn. The result was that one battalion was in rear and the balance
in front, and all in compliance with orders. On reaching the front
was ordered by General Grierson to move on until a suitable place
could be found on which to halt the command.
At 4 a. m. of 33d, the command was again in motion on the Pon-

totoc [roadj . During the forepart of the day a small force followed
the rear guard to New Albany, Avhere the pursuit by the enemy ap-
pears to have ceased.
Nothing of material interest took place until we arrived at Ger-

mantown, Tenn. , on the afternoon of the 36th.

The casualties during the entire scout were as follows : First day
(30th February), 1 killed, 5 wounded ; second day (31st February), 6

killed, 18 wounded, 8 missing; third day (33d February), 1 killed, 4
wounded, 3 missing. Total, 8 killed, 37 wounded, 11 missing. Total,

40.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DATUS E. COON,
Major, Second loiva Cavalry, Commanding Regiment.

First Lieut. W. Scott Belden,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 51.

Report of Lieut. Isaac W. Curtis, Battery K, First Illinois Light
Artillery, of operations February 11-3G.

Gbrmantown, Tknn.,
March 1, 1864.

Sir : Agreeably to order received from you, I'*proceed to give

a re])ort of (jur march on this raid, conmiencing the 11th of Feb-
ruary :

There was nothing of importance transpired more than forming
in battery some sevffi^al times until the 31st, when we formed and
fired some 40 rf)imdfi in the prairie to cover the retreat of the Second
Iowa Regiment, which had kept iliem (the rebels) in check until

they had expended nearly all of (heir ammunition.
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We were then ordered to fall back to tlie rear, and on the morn-
ing of the 22d we wore detached from the Second Brigade and at-

tached to the Third Brigade for the day, as thej' were in the rear

and had no artillery with them. We marched on until about 10

o'clock, when we arrived at Okolona and formed ready for a fight,

but Avere soon ordered to march on. We had not proceeded very far

when we were unexpectedly surprised by the presence of fleeing

cavalry on both sides of us. They were in perfect confusion ; some
hallooing, " Go ahead, or we will be killed ;" while some few showed
a willingness to fight. After some several unsuccessful attempts to

form by battery I gave it up, and marched as best I could until

I received an order, purporting to come from headquarters, for me
to try and save the artillery by marching through the field to the
right. I proceeded to comply with orders, and after crossing some
two or three almost impassable ditches, and my horses being nearly
entirely exhausted, I came to another ditch some 6 feet deep. I

managed to get one gun over safe by the men dismounting and tak-
ing it over by hand, and one other, which by the time we got it over
was broken so we had to leave it. I ordered them to cut the horses
loose and cut the gearing up, and go ahead with the gun and lead
horses. I kept the orderly sergeant, 1 corporal, and 2 privates back
to hel]) me destroy the ammunition and spike the guns, and when
we left them we left them effectually disabled, for the present at
any rate. I then proceeded to gather up my company with my
single gun, and marched with the Ninth Illinois battery* during the
rest of our march.

I lost 30 horses during the march. Some of them I lost in the
stampede, but most of them were worn out on march. I still have
80 horses, part serviceable and part unserviceable. I lost my 5 pack-
saddles. The men and negroes, they say, were ordered to leave
them in the stampede, and I couldn't find them any more. Nothing
more worth note transpired.

Yours, respectfully,

I. W. CURTIS,
Lieutenant, Comjmny K, First Illinoia Light Artillery.

Col. William P. Hepburn.

No. 52.

Report of Col. La Fayette McCrillis, Third Illinois Cavalry, com-
manding Third Brigade, of operations February 10-26.

Headquarters Third Brigade,
G-ermaniown, Tenn., February 29, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to submit thai, following report of the
operations of my brigade during the recent Expedition into Missis-
sippi :

On the 10th instant, by order of General W. S. Smith, I marched
from Collieryille with an effective force of 1,900 men, crossed the
Coldwater at Quinn's Mill and camped that night at Raiford's plan-
tation, 4 miles east of Byhalia.
February 11, remained in camp by order of General Smith. Lost

* Operated by men of the Ninth Illinois Cavalry.



Chap. XLIV.] THE 3IERIDIAN EXPEDITION. 303

2 men killed and 2 wounded on picket that niglit, and captured 4
prisoners, which I sent immediately to CoUierville.
February 12, by order of General Smith, I marched at daylight

toward Holly Springs. Passed through that place, crossed dhe-
Avalla Creek, at Boatwright's Mills, and camped near burnt mill on Tip-
pah Creek. My advance guard were skirmishing with a few rebels
nearly all day, with a loss of 3 killed, 2 wounded, and 1 taken pris-
oner.

February 13, I crossed Tippah Creek at daylight, and pushed for-
ward to Avithin 2 miles of New Albany, and ordered the Second
Tennessee Cavalry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Cook, to march rapidly
to New Albany, secure the bridge, and make all repairs necessary
for crossing the troops. This order was executed immediately.
B_y your order I sent back from this point one company to communi-
cate with Colonel Waring and deliver your order to move to New
Albany with all possible dispatch.
On the morning of the 14th, I moved my whole brigade across the

Tallahatchie, and awaited orders. I soon received your order to
move toward the Rocky Ford and Pontotoc road and camp from 3
to 5 miles from New Albany, and accordingly moved out and camped
at the i^lantation of a Mr. Duncan, and remained there till the morn-
ing of the 16th instant, when I moved, by your order, to Sewell's
plantation, 1 mile east of the New Albany and Pontotoc road, and
8 miles from Pontotoc.
On the morning of the 17th, in obedience to your orders, I

moved out my brigade in advance of the division, and marched on
Pontotoc. Arriving there, sent strong detachments toward Oxford,
Coffeeville, and Okolona, and moved south on the Houston road, 8
miles from Pontotoc, with slight skirmishing. Camped at the
plantation of Robert Pullman, and sent Caj^tain Kirlcbride, with the
Third Illinois Cavalry, to push the enemy 3 or 4 miles in advance.
Captain Kirkbride drove the enemy into a swamp about 4 miles in
advance, killed 7 rebels and wounded many, and returned to camp
at 9 p. m.
February 18, at 3.30 a. m., by your orders, I sent Captain Kirk-

bride, with the Third Illinois Cavalry, and Captain Kilborn, com-
manding scouts, back to Pontotoc, thence to Okolona, and Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Thornburgh, with the Fourth Tennessee Cavalry, to
press the enemy toward Hoiiston, whicli lie did until the division

had passed on the road east to Okolona, when he fell back and closed
up to the rear of my brigade, which was the rear of the division.

Februaiy 10, in obedience to orders from General Smith, I sent a
detachment of the Second Tennessee Cavalry, under Major Prosser,
toward Houston. He proceeded to within G or 8 miles of Houston,
fell upon and engaged the rear guard of Chalmers' brigade, then
moving southward, drove them as far as Buena Vista, then fell back
on the Pikeville road, and rejoined the brigade at midnight, 7 miles
southeast of Pikeville. At 7 a. m. I moved my Ih'igade direct to

Pikeville, thence on the road 7 miles toward Aberdeen, and camped.
February 20, I marched to within 2i miles of West Point.
February 21, by General Smith's order, I moved out at 8 a. m., and

marched back to wittiin 3-| miles of Okolona.
On the 22d, the brigade was ordered to move in the rear of the

division. We moved at 10. 30 a. m. toward Okolona, and were imme-
diately attacked in the rear by about 400 of the enemy and an equal
number on the flanks, which were successfully kept in check by the
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Second Tennessee Cavalry, my rear gnard, commanded by Lieuten-

ant-Colonel Cook, and with whom I had ordered a staff officer to

remain.
On approaching Okolona I was informed by a staff officer that a

regiment of rebels had left the right flank and crossed the field

toward Okolona. I immediately ordered the Fifth Kentucky, Major
Cheek, to advance on our right flank and protect "our column in

passing that place.

On arriving at Okolona General Grierson directed me to form my
brigade in line of battle, which was immediately done, and the gen-

eral, with the Fourth U. S. Cavalry and Seventh Indiana, by charg-

ing and skirmishing with the enemy, tried to bring on a fight, which
the rebels declined.

General Grierson then ordered me to move out, send a regiment to

the left, look out for tlie flanks, and move as rapidly as practicable,

and he would leave the Fourth Regulars, commanded by Captain
Bowman, to protect the rear. I ordered the Third Illinois to the

left to protect that flank, and scouts to the right to report if any
enemy were in that direction, and ordered the column into the lane

on the Pontotoc road, as directed.

About a mile from town the column was obstructed by the break-
ing down of the wheel of a limber of the battery in command of

Lieut. I. W. Curtis, Company K, First Illinois Light Artillery,

which you assigned to my command that morning. The scouts on
my right reported the enemy advancing, and the Third Illinois in
advance on the left being obstructed by a thick undergrowth, I or-

dered Captain Kirkbride with his command across the road to the
right into an open fleld to protect the right flank, and as the Third
Tennessee were moving out of town, waiting for the advance to

get out of the way, the Fourth Regulars and Second Tennessee were
attacked by a superior force, who endeavored to cut them off from
the balance of the brigade, and after charging gallantly back on the
enemy into town, being about to be outflanked, were forced to retire

in haste upon the column.
At this time the column in front moved suddenly and rapidly, as

the firing commenced in the I'ear and a column of the enemy on our
right charged down on the Third Illinois. I sent forward to re-on-

force the Third Illinois on our right, and to halt tbe column and re-

enforce the rear. While giving the order the Third Tennessee,
Major Minnis, came up, and I ordered him into an oi)en field on our
left, to form and protect the Second Tennessee and Fourtli Regulars,
who were hard pressed and outflanked by a superior force. While
Major Minnis was executing the order with most of his command,
the Second Tennessee and Fourth Regulars wore forced upf)n the
rear of the column by the enemy in rear and flank, and the Third
Tennessee about to be cut off from the column, I ordered them back
to the road. While executing the order they were driven in on the
Second Tennessee and Fourth Regulars, and»charged on in rear and
flank, and all three of the last named regiments became entirely
disorganized by being mixed up.

I moved forward and formed the Fourth Tennessee on our left

and the Fiftl^Kentucky on our right, when the enemy, by a move-
ment on their flanks, forced them to retire to prevent being cut off

from the main column.
The Seventy-second Indiana. Major Carr, liad formed on our right,

but were pressed back by the Second and Third Tennessee ana
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Fourth ReguLars and str.iis;f,'lers, who broke liis line, and lie had to
fall back after giving the enemy a momentary check, who passed
on his flank to cut his regiment off from tlie rest of the command.

I then passed on to the head of the disorganized regiments, and
found General Grierson and part of his staff officers trying to check
the column, and with their aid and part of my own staff' and several
officers of the Fourth Regulars, Captain Bowman, Lieutenants Sulli-
van, Davis, and others, and found it only partially practicable.
Here Captain Bowman, of the Foiirth Regulars, soon extricated
most of his command from the Second and Tliird Tennessee and
stragglers, and i-cndered efficient service and assistance in checking
the advance of the enemy.
Here I sent a staff officer, Captain Booth, with a reciuest to Gen-

oral Grierson, who had gx)ne forward, that he form a line of bat-
tle (jf the Second Brigade and let the disorganized regiments and
stiagglers pass through that they might reorganize, and imme-
diately received word he had already done so, and to pass the regi-
ments t(j the front, where they soon reorganized.
The Seventy-second Indiana, Fifth Kentucky, Fourth Tennessee,

and Third Illinois acted the whole day with the coolness and cour-
age and discipline not excelled by any troops, and never left any
position ordered into by the commanding general or myself until
outflanked or ordered back.
Had it not been for the detention caused by the accident happen-

ing to the battery, I am confident that we should have been able to
have secured our column from the heavy flanking forces, which
were endeavoring to cut off some of the regiments in the rear, with-
out any confusion or disorganization of the Second and Third Ten-
nessee and Fourth Regulars. Lieutenant Curtis, commanding the
battery, did all that energy and courage could do under adverse cir-

cumstances.
I earnestly and respectfully recommend to your consideration, and

through you to the Governors of the several States where the troo[)s

were raised, and Secretary of War, the promotion of Maj. C. T.
Cheek, commanding Fifth Kentucky Cavalry, for bravery in action
and skill in handling his men under trying circumstances, and for
the same reasons Maj. H. M. Carr, Seventy-second Indiana Mounted
Infantry ; Ca2it. A. B. Kirkbride, commanding Third Illinois Cav-
alry ; Lieut. Col. J. M. Thornburgh, Fourth Tennessee Cavalry;
Major Prosser, Second Tennessee, and Major Minnis, Third Tennes-
see Cavalry.

I cannot too highly commend the conduct of my staff officers to

your attention, who, with experience and judgment, used every exer-

tion to aid in the repulse of the enemy, and earnestly and respect-

fully recommend them for promotion as capable and gallant officers,

<jf often-tried courage and military skill ; and the public service re-

quires their promotion for meritorious conduct on many a battle-

field. •
.

On the 33d, aboiit 4 miles north of Pontotoc, Cfolonel Hepburn
sent word his column was hard pressed in the rear, and General
Grierson ordered me to leave two regiments and send one to the,

right to protect the right flank. I accordingly formed tjie. Fifth,

Kentucky and ThirJ Illinois, one on each side of therpad',. and* sent;

the Third Tennessee to hold a road rujmijig parallel, with the^ one-

over which our column was ]>assing, and; which led into the main
road, about 5 miles south of New Albany, and ordered Major Mimiis

20 B ^—VOlf XXXII,. PT. I,
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to retire on tliat road as our rear guard moved on and protect that
flank. These orders were well executed.
After the Second Brigade had passed the line of the Fifth Ken-

tucky and Third Illinois these two regiments were vigorously at-

tacked by the enemy, and maintained a severe fight, repulsing every
charge of the enemy for 5 miles, when the enemy retired, and we
marched to New Albany without further molestation.
After a few hours' halt at New Albany, by jowv order I moved out

toward Holly Springs, and marched all night, except a three-hours'
halt at Hickory Flat ; crossed Tippah at Beck's Spring, 8 a. m., on
the 24th. After marching about 5 miles farther, halteil for the First
Brigade to come up, and repaired the bridge over Tippah Creek to

facilitate its crossing. About 2 p. m. I received a message from Col-

onel Waring that he was attacked at the creek by about ;J,000 rebels,

and immediately formed my brigade in line of battle, and so re-

mained until about 9 o'clock' in the evening, when tlie rear of the
First Brigade passed me, and I immediately took up my line of march,
and arrived in Germantown on the 26th instant.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. F. McCRILLIS,

Colonel, Commanding Third Brigade, Cavalry Division.

Capt. S. L. WOODWAKD,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 53.

Report of Capt. Andrexv B. Kirkbride, Third, Illinois Cavalry, of
operations February 13-2G.

Headquarters Third Illinois Cavalry,
Germantoivn, Tenn., February 27, 18G4.

SiE : On the evening of the 13th February, I was ordered by Col-
onel McCrillis, commanding brigade, to proceed to Collins' Mill with
my command, 7 miles out on Salem road from where brigade was
camped at Widow Collins'.

Proceeded there immediately, and arrived at the mill at sun-
down. Ordered Company B to ckauge down on the mill and catch
any of the enemy who might be there. Lieutenant Shellenberger
did so. The enemy, to the number of 20, being on the alert, made
their escape in the woods. Found no meal or flour. Got forage for

my command, and returned to camp at 9 p. m.
On 17tli, my command being in advance of brigade and division,

charged into Pontotoc at 11 a. m. No enemy there. Proceeded
through town on Houston road, 2.miles out ; found enemy's picket,

who by hard running made their escape. Kept the road and flanks
completely clear of all enemy. Camped -^fithin 2 miles of Red
Land. Ordered out by colonel commanding brigade on Houston
road to proceed 3 or 4 miles and learn of any enemy to be found in

our front. Two miles out foiind Gholson's command. Lieutenant
Lucas, in charge of Companies H aud C, charged the rebels and
drove them in a swam]) innnodJately in our front. On examhiing
the position of the enemy, I found that if I advanced with my whole
force I would have been completely flanked. Ordered Company M
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to flank on Red Land road, and Company B on road leading to the
right. Dismounted Companies F and H to skirmish in swamp, and
Company C to support them mounted. Advanced my skirmishers,
under fire from the enemy, 200 yards in tlie swamp, and found that
the enemy were in force superior to mine. Being in danger of being
flanked', I reported the fact by an orderly to Colonel McCrillis, who
ordered me to retire, the object of the reconna,issance being accom-
plished. Learnt from Colonel Thornburgh, who advanced through
the swamp next morning, that we killed 7 of the enemy. My loss

1 man, prisoner.
On 18th, ordered by colonel commanding brigade to march at 3.30

o'clock, with my command and Captain Kilborn's company of scouts,

to go back to Pontotoc and learn if any enemy was there, and thence
proceed direct to Okolona ; did so, met but few of the enemy, and
drove them. Arrived at Okolona at 2 p. m.; ordered out on Red
Land road to join the brigade, and camp 3 miles out ; did so, joining
the brigade at sundown.
On 22d, Colonel McCrillis commanding, when line of battle was

formed I was ordered to form my command to the left of the Pon-
totoc road, in the edge of first timber out of Okolona ; did so. As
column was passing out of town, I was ordered to move my com-
mand on left flank in column. Found, on account of thick brush
and rapid movement of main column, rather difficult, but did so.

Ordered to form line of battle on first ground that I could do so on
the left of road. Moved out to form and was forming, when a mass
of troops, moving very rapidly, passed throughmy line, who carried

my men away by main force. Collected part of Company H and a
few men of other companies under Lieutenant Lucas. Fought the
enemy every foot of the way back, Lieutenant Davis, of the Fourth
Regulars, and Lieutenant Sullivan, adjutant of same regiment,

doing the same, and in conjunction with them we endeavored to stay

the progress of the enemy, that our dismounted and wounded men
mig^t get away.
A mile or two back found Lieutenant Shellenberger with a mixed

command, mostly Third men, formed in line, who had been rallied by
himself and Captain Perkins, acting assistant insjjector-general of bri-

gade. Took command and fell back in rear of Seventh Indiana in a
very orderly manner, where we formed. Reported the fact to you and
received permission to fall back in rear of column and reorganize

my command. On my way back reported,to General Grierson, who
ordered me on right flank. Went there, and, the column being in

rapid retreat, was forced after an hour or two to fall into road.

Ordered by General Smith to dismount and fight on foot ; did so,

forming my inen in line with Second Iowa. Enemy being reported

to have fla.nked us, I rode out to see. While in my momentary
absence some officer unknown ordered the troops to rally on their

horses and move to the rear. On learning the fact I sent Lieutenant

Lucas to bring them back, but it growing dark, the enemy fell back
and the fight was over. I may state that during Sie absence of my
command I did all I could to encourage and rally other commands.
On 23d, the column being in line of march from Pontotoc to New

Albany, I was dropped out of brigade in center of (;olumn to act as

rear guard for division, with Fifth Kentucky for su])port. Ordered

not to fight the enemy, only sufficient to Iceep him from molesting

column and staying the march.
The column having passed, my command was attacked by about
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300 of the enemy, with a column moving on right flank. Kept up a
running fight for two hours, and at a creek 9 miles from New Al-
bany put an eifectual stop to the enemy with the assistance of three

companies of Fifth Kentucky under Major Cheek ; relieved as rear

guard by Sixth Illinois, my horses being played out.

My total loss so far as I can learn is 3 killed, 1 wounded mortally,

1 dangerously, and 8 missing.
I would just add that my force in any fighting did not exceed 150

men, and on the 33d not more than 60. As our movements had to

be i-apid, I was compelled to keep my worst mounted men with the
main column.

I must also report the fact that Captain Lay disgraced the good
name of the regiment by retiring with a portion of his company
(F) at first fire on both days.* Lieutenants Lucas, Company M, and
Shellenberger, Company B, behaved very gallantly. Sergeants Gra-
ham, Company B ; Onion, Galliher, Kingery, Company H, and
Tricket, Company F, were conspicuous for bravery.
EespectfuUy submitted.

A. B. KIRKBRIDE,
Captain, Coiwrnandiny Third Illinois Cavalry.

Colonel McCrillis.

No. 54.

Report of Maj. Henry M. Carr, Seventy-second Indiana Infantry
(moulded), of operations February 22.

Headquarters Seventy-second Indiana Volunteers,
Germantoitm, Tenn., February 27, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the i>art

taken by my command in the engagement on the 22d of February,
1864, on the road between Okolona and Pontotoc, Miss.

:

In the first line of battle, formed in the town of Okolona, I was
ordered by you to dismount the command and sujjport the First Illi-

nois Artillery, commanded by Lieutenant Curtis, and to remain there
until the rear of the column (then on the march) had passed, which
I did. I was then ordered by you.4iOjnount my command and re-

sume my place in the column in the order of mai'ch, our line having
been relieved by the Fourth U. S. Cavalry. A very few minutes
after leaving Okolona heavy firing was heard in our rear. General
Grierson, being near my regiment at the time, ordered me to dismount
the regiment and deploy it along the fence to my left and support
the First Illinois Artillery, which was placed in position on the hill

in my rear. I did so, remiiining there until it was ascertained that
a heavy force of tlie enemy were marching in column oji our left

flank. Seeing tliat the artillery hail fallen bafek and that the com-
mands in my front were I'otiring, I withdrew the regiment, stojiping
to skirmish with the enemy at every available point on the road,
until we passed^^through the line formed by the Second Brigade. I
was then ordered by Lieutenant Ingerton, acting assistant adjutant-
general on the stafl: of General Smith, to move forward and form my
* Captain Lay appeare to have continupd on duty with his company, and was

mustered out cin expiration of term September 5, 1864.
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command at the first good position on tlie right of the road to resist

tliG advance of a column of the enemy who were ropoi'ted approach-
ing on the right flank. I took the position, suiiported on my right
by 100 men, ordered to report to me from the Second East Tennessee
Cavalry, and remained there until ordered by you to form my regi-

ment on the opposite side of the road behind a fence on the crest of
a hill. We were scarcely in jjlace before the enemy advanced upon
us in heavy force, firing very rapidly. We immediately returned the
fire and succeeded in checking the advance, but they kept up a very
heavy fire during the whole time we were engaged. Having but
thirty-five rounds of cartridges to the man, I withdrew the regiment,
as ordered by Captain Perkins, acting assistant inspector-general of
the brigade, as soon as he had succeeded in forming a line in our rear.

Captain Kilborn, commanding the company of scouts, operated with
my regiment during the engagement and behaved very gallantly.
In this last engagement and during the entire day the officers and

men of my command all behaved in a becoming and soldierly man-
ner. The men were perfectly cool and did good execution.
Two of the officers of the enemy were killed, and I am confident

their losses were much more serious than ours. In our losses I am
very sorry to report the death of Lieutenant Priest, of Company E,
who waj a very good and gallant officer, and loved by the entire com-
mand. * Captain Thomson and Lieutenants Cassell and Sims were
wounded, the last two seriously.

Tlie following is the number of killed, wounded, and missing

:

Killed, 2 (1 officer and 1 enlisted man) ; wounded, 14 (3 officers and 11
enlisted men) ; missing, 10 (mostly supposed killed or seriously
wounded) ; total, 3(i.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. M. CARR,

Major, Commanding Regiment.

Lieutenant Pike,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 55.

Report of Maj. Christopher T. Cheek; F4fth Kentuclcy Cavalry, of
operations February 22-33.

Hdqrs. Fifth Kentucky Cavalry Volunteers,
Germantoivn, Tenn., February 27, 18G4.

Lieutenant : I haA-e the honor to make the following report of
the part taken by my command in the late engagements with the
enemy on the 23d and 23d instant

:

My regiment was first formed in line of battlew-t Okolona. Miss.,
February 23, and was withdrawn from the liiie and ordered forward
on the Pontotoc road by Colonel McCrillis, commanding the Third
Brigade.

I moved as dirested about 2 miles, when I received orders from
him to halt, and directly after from General Grierson to form in a

* Lieutenant Priest was not killed ; he was captured and subsequently died in the
hands of the enemy.
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field on the riglit of the road and resist the oiieniy, who was pressing

on tlie rear. My regiment was immediately formed, us directed, and
was soon engaged in a sharp skirmish with them, lasting about fif-

teen minutes, and completely checking the head of their column. A
movement by them on my flank obliged me to retire, but not until

the entire brigade had passed by me and was retiring.

I retired about 2 miles farther and formed my command on the
right of the road, the Fourth Tennessee, Lieutenant-Colonel Thorn-
burgh, being on the left. No fighting ensued here, as I was ordered
to fall back as successive lines were formed in my rear.

My regiment was formed some seven or eight times during the
day on the rear and flanks of the brigade, and, although twice under
fire, we were unable to return it from our position and the short
range of our carbines.

Just at dusk we were formed in line, dismounted, and behind a
fence to the right of the road. At this point a battery and the regi-

ment supporting it were forced to retire in some confusion by a
heavy force of the enemy. The battery was in the rear, and when
my men opened fire the enemy were in close pursuit and ordering
the artillerists to halt. Their advance was soon driven back to the
main body, and a sharp fight maintained for about twenty minutes,
the enemy using a few pieces of light artillery. They then fell back,
however, and I was soon after ordered to follow in rear of the bri-

gade. Night had now set in, and only a few more shots were ex-

changed till daylight.
The next morning, the 23d instant, my regiment was moved out

in the advance of the brigade, and about 10 a. m. was ordered to the
rear of the division, with the Third Illinois Cavahy, Captain Kirk-
bride commanding, the enemy being reported pressing the rear.

I then had about 1.50 men in my command, many having had their
horses shot under them in the previous day's fighting and others be-
ing broken down. I formed the regiment as directed dismounted,
and on the right and left of the road, the Third Illinois being on my
left. After waiting half an hour or more for the enemy, a few ap-
peared, but a few shots dispersed them, and as no more appeared we
shortly retired in the direction of the column, the Third Illinois

being in mj'' rear.

We were soon followed by the enemy, and a sudden attack made
on the rear of the Third Illinois by a force far outnumbering them,
which forced them to retire. I imHieffeately formed my men on the
right and left of the road and on the north side of creek to siipport
them as they fell back.
The enemy at once opened a very hot fire upon us from the timber

on the opposite side of the creelc, and my men being in the open
field, I ordered them to fall back to a skirt of woods on the other
side of it. Another line was here formed at once, and a brisk skir-
mish ensued for nearly half an hour, in which I was supported by
the lliird Illinois Cavalry, the enemy not beijig over 200 yards dis-

tant.
*

After they fell back I moved out toward New Albany, remaining
in rear of the coh;mn till we reached the town, none of the enemy
appearing in sight. Colonel McCrillis here ordered us to rejoin the
brigade and cross the Tallahatchie River. The regiment marched
from there with the brigade to this point.

I cannot too highly commend the conduct of the officers and men
of my regiment. All did their duty and acted in the best possible
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mannei'. Individuals cannot be singled out where each did all he
could. The list of casualties in my command is slight. It is as
follows. *

I have the honor to remain, sir, very respectfully, youi- obedient
servant,

C. T. CHEEK,
Major, Commanding Fifth Kentucky Cavalry Vols.

Lieut. R. W. Pike,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 56.

Report of Maj. William R. McBath, Second Tennessee Cavalry, of
operations February 10-20.

Headquarters Second East Tennessee Cavalry,
Germantown, Tenn., February 28, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor very respectfully to submit the following
report of the part taken by the Second Tennessee Cavalry in the late
expedition under General William S. Smith into the State of Missis-
sippi :

Leaving Collierville on the 10th instant with the rest of the bri-
gade, we proceeded on our route, doing the usual amount of picket
duty and (jccasionally some slight skii-mishing with the enemy,
nothing of particular interest, however, occurring in the earlier part
of our march.
At NeAV Albany, where we crossed the Tallahatchie, being in the

advance of the column, we captured 6 prisoners and sent them to
the rear.

Passing through Pontotoc, the brigade camped on the night of
the 18th instant within 3 miles of Okolona, and on the morning of
the I'Jtli Major Prosser received orders to move with 200 men, at
5.30 a. m., to the southwest, in the direction of Houston, while the
brigade moved directly south, in the direction of Pikeville ; then
turn to the left and rejoin the brigade near Egy^Dt.
Moving according to instructions, he came upon a scouting party

of rebels, 3 miles from camp, numbering 25 or 30, but as they were
well mounted could capture nothing but th*eir pack-mules. One and
one-half miles farther, drove in their pickets at the forks of the
Pontotoc, Okolona, and Houston roads, and going 5 miles farther
toward Houston turned to the left on the BuenaVista road, and after
marching 6 miles came upon the pickets of General Gholson's camp,
at the forks of the Okolona, Pontotoc, Buena Vista, and Houston
roads, 10 miles south of Okolona.
General Gholson's brigade had been camped at this place, but had

all moved in the direction of West Point except»General Gholson
and about 400 men. His pickets were aware of Major Prosser's
approach and were prepared to contest his advance, but after some
warm skirmishing they were driven in. The whole command was
routed from their camp and pursued about 2 miles in the direction
of West Point.
The designs of the enemy to concentrate at West Point having

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 3 oflficers and 3 men wounded and 3 men missing.
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tjeon developed, lie retiiriied, recrossed the [Siikatoncheo] Rivei'txljont

;> miles above Pikeville, and reached tlie camp of the brigade at 1

p. m. , reported at brigade and division headqua,rters, and received

the thanks of the general commanding the expedition.

The day following, the regiment marched south with the brigade,

but was ordered back to picket the [Tombigbee] river at Glad-
ney's Mills, where some slight skirmishing took place with the

enemy. We remained there until 5 p. m. , when we were ordered to

rejoin the brigade, which we did at 12 o'clock midnight, near West
Point.
On the return of the command from West Point, nothing of in-

terest occurred with the regiment until the morning of the 23d in-

stant, when it was assigned as the rear guard of the column from
the camp occupied by the command the preceding night, 3i miles
south of Okolona. The moment the advance of tlie rear guard, un-
der the command of Major Prosser, was sounded, a furious attack
was made upon it by the enemy, but being prepared to receive them
they were repulsed with considerable loss, as they were in every at-.

tack made upon us until we reached Okolona; the gallant and steady
behavior of the men preventing the enemy from making any im-.

pression upon our column.
At Okolona the regiment, having but 275 men for duty, exclusive,

of details, was relieved by the Foxirth U. S. Regulars, who were or--

(hn-ed to bring up the rear, and my regiment was ordered to join the.

column then in line of march on the Pontotoc road.

This change had scarcely been made when a heavy coluijjn of the-

enemy was discovered moving upon the rear through the town of
Okolona, while another column moved rapidly on the left flank with
tJio evident intention of cutting off two or three of our regiments
i II the rear, if not the whole brigade. The Fourth Regulars charged
into the head of the column advancing upon them, but were imme-
diately repulsed and driven back with considerable loss, Major
Prwsser in the mean time moving six companies, or about J3U men,
out of the column into line to support their retreat, as they were re-

tiring rapidly before the enemy, and throwing the rear of the
column, as they struck it, into confusion.

Here, while endeavoring to check the progress of the enemy, the
regiment lost Lieutenant-Colonel Cook and 14 men killed and
Avounded in a few moments ; but we succeeded by great exertions in
checking the enemy while the FoiwtlwRegidars retreated upon the
column. Although we were obliged to fall back rapidly before the
enemy in conse(iuence of his movements upon our flanks as well as
rear, we continued to keep up a spirited fire upon his advancing
columns, until the disorder produced by the retreat of the Fourth
Regulars partially destroyed the organization of the regiment. No
dfsmoralization, however, took place, and as soon as the first sup-
l)orting line was passed the regiment at once rallied, was imme-
diately reorganized, and did good service throughout the day,
particularly in the evening, when 100 men, disftiounted, reported to.

Major Carr, Seventy-second Indiana, for duty as skirmishers, re-
maining with Major Prosser on the ground in the face of the enemy-
imtil the line gave way on their right and left.

The next day the regiment again supported tlie Seventy-second
Indiana when iii line of battle, but no figliting afterward occurred,
worthy of mention in which we were engaged.
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Altojijether tne officers and men deserve credit for cool comluct
and good behavior nnder the most trying circumstances.

(Jur loss as far as rejjorted is 15, including Lieutenant-Colonel
Cook, supposed to be mortally wounded,* while the others are all

believed to have been either killed or wounded.
I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

W. R. McBATH,

Lieutenant Pike,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral.

Major, Commanding.

No. 57.

Report of Maj. John B. Minnis, Tliird Tennessee Cavalry, of oper-
ations February 10-36.

Headquarters Third Tennessee Cavalry,
Germantoivn. Tenn., February 27, 1804.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by the Third Tennessee Cavalry in the recent expedition under
General W. Sooy Smitli into Mississippi

:

Leaving Collierville, Tenn., on the 10th instant with the brigade,
this regiment accompanied it during the entii-e march, performing
its part of the picket duty, scouting, &c., until proceeding as far as
West Point, and returning to within 3 miles of Okolona, where the
brigade encamped on the night of the 21st instant.

On the morning of the 22d, I was ordered to follow the Fourth
Tennessee Cavalry, the Second Tennessee Cavalry bringing up the
rear of the brigade. For 3 miles before reaching Okolona, the Sec-

f)n(l Tennessee Cavalry skirmished with the enemy. At Okolona you
offered battle.

In accordance with your orders, this regiment was formed on the
left flank. The enemy were maneuvering in front of us, and the
men coolly awaited their advance. Immediately I received orders'

from you "to withdraw my men in column of fours, move forward,,

and keep well closed up. In obeying this order, and while moving
rapidly to close up, for the advance regiaients were moving very
fast, the rear of my regiment was fired into by the enemy, and heavy
firing -v^-as heard to the left of my rear, and simultaneously the

eneniy passed each flank and commenced firing into the advance reg-

iments. At the same time the Second Tennessee and Fourth U. S.

Cavalry, with much confusion, pressed upon my rear, and many
passed through my column.
Receiving orders from you a second time to move forward, I was

assigned by you to a position on the right of thejroad, which was
held until I received orders from you to fall back \n column, as a
heavy force of the enemy was moving to cut me ofl: from the main
column.
In withdrawing my men this time, by force of circumstances they

became more or less*" mixed with those from other regiments. I

however continued to keep a goodly number of them together, and
a,lternately fought and fell back until I received orders from you to

* He siirviverl liis wovmds.
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pass through the Second Brigade and rally my men, which being
accomplished I was placed, by order of General Smith, on the right

flank, and repulsed the advancing enemy on said flank just previous
to the repulse of the enemy in the [front] and on the left flank. No
engagement took place after this in which this regiment was engaged
worthy of notice.

The loss sustained by this regiment in killed, wounded, and miss-

ing was 5, viz, 2 wounded and 3 missing.
I trust you will consider the inexperience of the major command-

ing and the men under him in the field, and give jiistice to all.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN B. MINNIS,
Major, Cominanding.

Lieut. R. W. Pike,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 58.

Report of Lieut. Col. Jacob M. Tliornburgh, Fourth Tennessee
Cavalry, of operations February 10-2(5.

Headquarters Fourth Tennessee Cavalry,
Germantown, 2''enn., February 27, 1804.

Sir : I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by the Fourth Tennessee Cavalry while detached from the
brigade at Pontotoc and near Red Land, also at Prairie Station, and
during the engagement at Okolona :

At Pontotoc, by your order, I sent Major Blackman, with one bat-
talion, to make a feint on the Oxford road, while I advanced with
part of the other in the direction of Coffeeville. Having proceeded
about 4 miles and finding no road leading from Coffeeville to Red
Land, I returned to Pontotoc, united the command, and overtook the
brigade at camp.
At 3 o'clock next morning, according to your order, I moved for-

ward on the Houston road to cover the move of our forces toward
Okolona. Finding the enemy's picket at the junction of the Okolona
and Houston roads, I dismounted 1©0 men, together with a detachment
of the Third Illinois, under Lieutenant [S. T. Lucas?], and drove the
enemy toward Houston into a swamp about one-half mile beyond the
junction of the roads. Then throwing oiit a few mounted men on
both flanks, I advanced through the swamj), skirmishing with the
enemy until daylight. Having reached a bridge torn up by the
enemy over a small stream, and repaired the bridge, I crossed the
stream and came on the camp of the enemy, about 4 miles from our
camp, and drove them off without loss on our side.

At this point I received orders to fall bacli? in rear of the brigade,
which I did, marching in rear of the brigade throughout the day.
Near Prairie Station I was ordered to proceed to the railroad, tear

the same up,^nd destroy all property belonging to the rebel govern-
ment.
At the station I found 4 freight-cars loaded with flour and meal

and 28 pens of corn, also the depot filled with corn, all of which I
burned. I then tore up the track and bent the rails by burning
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tliem over the fire made by cross-ties ; then returned to the brigade,
wliiuli I found just leaving camp for West Point.
On returning from West Point to Okolona, by your order, I

formed in front of the Seventy-second Indiana Mounted Infantry.
and in the rear of the Fourth U. S. Cavalry, with the First Illinois

Battery* on my left, for the purpose of charging the enemy if the
column should be attacked while passing.
No attack being made at that time, I received your order to fall

back in column in the regular order of march, whicli I did. After
marching about 1 mile I heard the order "halt" passed up from the
rear. Having halted, I rode back to the rear of tlie First Battalion.
I found the Second Battalion, under Major Stephens, moving to the
rear, when I moved back with the First Battalion, following up the
Second, when directed by Colonel McCrillis to form on the right in
the field, which I attempted to do, but the rush from the rear was
such that I found it impossible to move my column or form a line,

as it was broken in several places and a portion of it carried off bj^ the
rushing mass from the rear. Then moving back, collecting my men,
I commenced forming near some buildings, where a road intersects

coming from the south.
Learning that the enemy was advancing on this road and unless

checked would cut off the Second Tennessee Cavalrj' and Fourth U.
S. Cavalry, I moved down the road about 400 yards, formed in line

in the woods, where we poured several volleys into tlie enemy, and
held them in check until the column had passed. From there I fell

back, forming several lines, checking the enemy, and at one time
charged the enemy and drove them back.
After passing the line formed by the Second Brigade, I was ordered

by General Smith to move forward to the pack train, rest my horses,

and collect my stragglers, which having done I dismounted my men,
formed them on the right of the Fourth U. S. Cavalry behind a
fence on a ridge, where we severely prinished the enemy, holding my
position until the enemy had taken possession of a ridge in our
right rear, when I fell back with the column, the enemy ceasing to

press us.

The regiment lost 11 men killed, 2 officers and 16 men wounded
and 5 men missing ; total loss, .34.

I am. sir. respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. M. THORNBURGH,
LievtenaM-^olonel, Commanding.

Lieut. R. W. Pike,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 59.

Reports of Col. James H. Coates, Eleventh Illinois Infantry, com-
manding Yazoo Expeditio7i.

Headquarters U. S. Forces, Yazoo River,
On Board Steamer Des Moines, February 3, 1804.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that my command encount-

ered the enemy to-day in considerable force, variously estimated at

* Battery K, First Illinois Light Artillery.
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from 2,o00 to 2,500, under command of Brigadier-General Ross, and
his troops were composed of Arkansas and Texas men and vctci'ans

in tlie Confederate service.

We have been following them closely and carefully for the past

two days, and this morning they opened fire upon one of our gun-
boats with two pieces of field artillery without, however, doing any
damage to the boats. I at once disembarked about 250 of the

Eleventh Illinois Infantry, under the command of Maj. George C.

McKee, Eleventh Illinois Infantry. He was not long in coming
Tipon the enemy, and at once engaged him with his line of skirmish-
ers.

The hills in this vicinity (between Satartia and Liverpool) are
almost mountainous and difficult of assault, yet our skirmishers
steadily advanced and drove them from their first position. They
rallied, however, but not until I had thrown out to the right of his

(McKee's) line one wing of the Eighth Louisiana Infantry, African
descent, under command of Lieutenant-Colonel Peebles, Eighth
Louisiana Infantry, African descent.

I now finding both detachments closely pressed, ordered the bal-
ance of the Eleventh Illinois Infantry, consisting of about 300 men,
under the command of Capt. H. C. Vore, Eleventh Illinois Infantry,
to their support, throwing the latter as a reserve and in the rear of
.about the center of the line of skirmishers. The enemy now opened
briskly with two pieces of artillery (apparently 12-pounders), also
infantry fire. He at this time attempted to flank us on our right,
but I met his movements by ordering out the balance of my force,
:the remaining battalion of the Eighth Louisiana Infantry, under
command of Captain Wilson, Eighth Louisiana Infantry, African
(descent.

Major McKee at this time gallantly charged their line and was
repulsed with a loss of 2 killed and 5 wounded.
The enemy then charged on that part of the line commanded by

Capt. H. C. vore, Eleventh Illinois Infantry, but was nobly I'epulsed
"without any loss on our side, and were fairly driven beyond the hill,

the possession of which we were contending for.

Both detachments of the Eighth Louisiana, African descent,
nobly performed their part of the duty assigned them and acquitted
themselves most handsomely, displaying the courage, coolness, and
discipline of the most experienced troops.

I would respectfully state that L was materially assisted in the
<lay"s operation by a detachment of 35 mo7i of the First MissiBsijjpi
Cavalry, under command of Major Cook, First Mississipiji Cavalry,
?Ai-ho I took on board at Haynes' Bluff to accompany me on the ex-
pedition for recruiting purposes for the benefit of that regiment,
and who have proven of incalculable benefit to me as scouts, &c.
As night approached I gave the signal for the detachments to fall

back to the boats, the gun-boats covering this movement with well-
directed shell.

I am now dropping down the river, wherft I shall go for about 1
mile, and will make another attack on the enemy at daylight to-
morrow morning.

I have the honor to report my available strength as follows

:

Eleventh Illinois Infantry, 5G0 ; Eighth Louisiana Infantry, African
descent, B87 ; First Mississippi Cavalry, African descent, 36.

I have the honor also to report the casualties of the Eleventh
Illinois Infantry : Killed, 4 ; wounded, 13 ; missing, 8. Eighth
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Louisiana Infantry, Atrican descent, killed, 2 ; Second Lieutenant
Welch and 7 privates wounded (some mortally). First Mississippi
Cavalry, African descent, wounded, 1 (slightly).

Respectfully,

JAS. H. COATES,
Col. 11th III. Inf., and Comdg. Land Forces, Yazoo Expedition.

Lieut. Col. W. T. Clakk,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

I would further report that one of the transports of the expedi-
tion (the Platte Valley) has been disabled by running into a snag,,
and I Avill be obliged to send her back to Vicksburg at the first

opijortunity.

Yours, &c.,

JAS. H. COATES,
Colonel Eleventh Illinois Infantry.

Hdqrs. U. S. Forces, On Board Steamer Des Moines,
Yasoo River, near Satartia, February 6, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to respectfully continue my report of
the movements of this expedition to this date.

On the morning of the 4th instant, at 4. 30 o'clock, I left our land-
ing near Satartia and proceeded without interruption up the Yazoo
until, when opposite the bluffs where we had engaged the enemy
the day before, the enemy opened a heavy fire upon the transports
(having permitted the advance gun-boats to pass unmolested), which
was returned briskly and I think effectually by my men from brthind

hastily constructed barricades composed of knapsacks, boxes of hard
bread, &c.
The loss on our side from this fire is as follows, viz : Steamer Des

Moines, right wing Eleventh Illinois Infantry, 1 man wounded
severely in ankle ; Sioux City, left wing Eleventh Illinois Infantry,
3 men wounded severely ; steamer J. H. Lacey, right wing Eighth
Louisiana Infantry, 1 man mortally wounded. The rear gun-boat
opened with well-directed shell against the enemy, which dispersed
them before the transports could be landed.
We then passed on up the river, arriving in the afternoon at

Goosey's Mill, about 4 miles below Yazoo City, having in the transit

stopped at several plantations and secured about 300 bales of cotton,

which, as received on boats, were constructed into barricades and
used for protection to boilers. We also secured at a deserted plan-
tation 9 head of beef-cattle and 13 head of mules.
At 9.30 p. m. the steamer Hastings made her appearance with

clearances, passes, &c., from the Treasury Department, and is now
consequently attached to our fleet. She had also been fired into at

the same point our transports were (near Liverpool)*and the watch-
man of the boat seriously wounded.

I remained at Goosey's Mill during the day of February 5, and at

about 11 a. m. the steamer Emma Boyd arrived, and reported as dis-

patch-boat for the gun-boat fleet.

Two gun-boats having been ordered to approach Yazoo City for

the purpose of reconnoitering, found the enemy at that x'oint in

force ; discovered also five guns in position and one other in course
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of erection. The guns in position opened fire, two of the shots tak-

ing effect on one of the gun-boats. After dropping back and making
more careful observations, they returned to their anchorage at

Goosey's Mill.

Taking as a basis the above expressed observations of the gun-
boats and information gathered from other sources, I was satisfied

that a much larger force was in position there than was anticipated,

and fearing they might plant a battery in my rear at Liverpool (the

best point on the river for the erection of a battery), I ordered a

return of the fleet to our present position, which we reached at an
early hour this morning, not, however, without being fired on with
musketry at Liverpool, without in any manner damaging us.

I would further respectfully state that the Emma Boyd was ordered
by the naval officer to report to Vicksburg, Miss. , with dispatches,

and having a messenger on board destined for General Sherman, I

took the liberty of making to him a full report of the operations
and prospects of the expedition.

I have ordered that at daylight to-morrow morning (7th instant)

two gun-boats shall proceed up the river as far as they can possibly

reach, and in the mean time I propose sending a force of infantry,

with such cavalry as I have, to engage the enemy at Liverpool, it

being represented that the force there consists of the Sixth Texas
Rangers and half of some other Texas regiment.

Respectfully,
JAS. H. COATES,

Colonel, Eleventh Illinois Infantry, and
Commanding Land Forces, Yazoo River Expedition.

Lieut. Col. W. T. Clark,
Ass istant Adjutant- General.

The steamer Hastings leaves here to-morrow morning on business
connected with tie Treasury Department, and on her I send my
wounded to Vicksburg.

Hdqks. U. S. Forces, On Steamer Des Moines,
One Mile beloiv Yazoo City, February 8, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to respectfully forward report of pro-
ceedings of Yazoo River expedition from last report to present
date

:

When last reporting I- occupied the position at Goosey's Mill until
the morning of the 7tli instant. We dropi^ed down the river to a
sliort distance beloAV Satartia. As the enemy were observed on the
bluffs near the town, I disembarked my whole force and deployed
the Eighth Louisiana Infantry, African descent, as skirmishers.
The Eleventh Illinois Infantry formed in division as reserve, and
gradually engaged the enemy, he rallying snd moving by the left

flank and toward their main body near Liverpool. At 5.30 o'clock

I signaled my force to fall back to the transports, and after securing
myself against surprise and stationing a strong picket remained for
the night.
The following morning (February 8), at the suggestion of Captain

Owen, commanding gun -boat fleet, I awaited the appearance of the
gun-boat Louisville, which, was hourly expected, and not making
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her appearance for sometime of my hour fixed for starting, about
noon I left Satartia and proceeded up the river, and was fully pre-

pared and expected to meet with an engagement at Liverpool, but
was surprised not to find any of the enemy at that point. Arriving
at Goosey's Mill, 4 miles below Yazoo City, I signaled the boats to

proceed up the river, preceded by two of the gun-boats, the two
gun-boats passing the city and the transports landing within a mile
of the city.

In the mean time, when at Goosey's Mill, I dispatched a small but
effective force of the First Mississippi Cavalry, African descent,

Major Cook commanding, and ordered them to proceed up the west
bank of the river until opposite the city. Arriving at a point opposite

the city, he encountered a small force of the enemy, and after a
slight skirmish succeeded in capturing 2 men and 4 horses.

The enemy have moved south on the Bolton road and toward the
Vicksbarg and Jackson road.

Respectfully,
JAS. H. COATES,

Coi/imanding Yazoo River Expedition.

Lieut. Col. W. T, Clark,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Yazoo City, Miss., March 2, 1864.

General: 1 had the honor of communicating with you 28th

ultimo, since which time I have been in the occupation of this city
;

not, however, without some little difficulty, as I am almost con-

stantly engaged in skirmishing with the enemy. He comes up and
drives my pickets in. I then tiui him off completely. This occurs

two or three times per day. It keeps us watchful, but I am under
no apprehension at all, for 1 can hold this place, without a doubt,

against five times my numbers. The defenses are strong, and the

approaches to them difficult. I was pleased to-day at receiving a
communication from Colonel Crandal, dated at Satartia, and saying

he was moving for Liverpool. This is just what is wanted if we are

to hold this point. 1 have information that a portion of the force

(rebel) here has gone to Liverpool, as I supposed they would.

The force opposing me is Koss' brigade of about 1,400 men, and
are encamped at 2 miles beyond Benton, 12 miles from here. They
Avill be re-enforced, I am reliably informed, by Jackson's command,
some 5,000 men, but whether for' an attack upon me or not I am not

prei)ared to say. I have this intelligence from an employe of mine,

who has becn'witJi them for two days and returned to-day. Since

hearing from Colonel Crandal I have concluded to send the fleet

forward all except the Sir William Wallace, which I desire to keep

here for foraging and other purposes for the benefit of the Govern-

ment.
The cotton 1 wrote you as being claimed by Forsyth I have given

permission to ship to you and have you decide the legality of the

purchase.
I have my tents pitched, camps established, and everything looks

cheering, with enough fighting to create a healthy circulation of the

blood.
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Colonel Osbaiid goes forward for his camp equipage, arms, &c.,
and will return in a few days. He has been eminently successful in
recruiting, having his regiment nearly full and a mule or a horse
for every recruit.

Accompanying please find manifest of cargoes of boats and a
statement of that which is on the gun-boats, but the latter of which
I am not personally accountable for, as they claim to be a separate
institution, and though it was difficult to convince me of the fact,

yet, as advised by General Sherman, I did not dispute the point of
rank.

Respectfully,
JAS. H. COATES,

Colonel Eleventh Illinois Infantry, Comdg. Expedition.

Brigadier-General McArthur,
Commanding Post and Defenses, Vickshurg, Miss.

[Inolosure.]

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Yazoo City, Miss., March 2, 1864.

General : I have the nonor to transmit herewith a report of all

the cotton taken on expedition up Yazoo River. There may per-
haps be a few more bales on transports than is reported ; if so, it is

Government cotton and taken from abandoned places. The amount
reported includes lot of 190 bales shipped on steamer Emma Boyd,
and been reported. I also send report of cotton bought by private
parties as per permit from Treasury Department, and shipped on
steamers Hastings and Mattie Cook. Tlie following is a statement
of amounts on Government boats : Steamer Sioux City, 400 ; steamer
J. H. Lacey, 193 ; steamer Des Moines, 228 ; steamer Minnehaha,
443 ; steamer Emma Boyd, 190 ; steamer Sir William Wallace, 08

;

bales on transports, 1,521 ; amount on gun-boat fleet and in possession
of Capt. E. K. Owen, 207 ; total amount, 1,728.

By order of Col. J. H. Coates, Eleventh Illinois Infantry, com-
manding post

:

J. W. BREWSTER,
Lieutenant Eleventh Illinois Infantry and A. A. Q. M.

Brigadier-General McArthur,
Commanding Post of Vicl<sbiq'g,

Hbai)quarters Eleventh Illinois Infantry,
Vickshurg, Miss., March 11, 1804.

Sir : I have the honor herewith to present you the following re-

port of Yazoo River expedition, of which I had the honor of com-
manding :

Pursuant to orders from Seventeenth Array Corps headquarters,
and special instructions from Major-General Sherman, I embarked
my command on the 31st of Jan\iary last, consisting of the Eleventh
Illinois Infantry, Maj. George C. McKee- commandiiig (numbering
21 commissioned officers and 539 enliisted men), and Eighth Louis-
iana Infantry, African descent,. iiiJeut. Col. F. E. Peebles command-
ing (numbering 17 commissioned officers aud 370 enlisted men), on.
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hoard the transports assigned for the purpose, and disposing of them
to the best advantage, and convoyed by five gun-boats, under com-
mand of Captain Owen, moved up the river, arriving the same
night at the moutli of the Yazoo River, where we remained during
the night, taking on sufficient fuel to last two weeks.
On the morning of the 1st of February, I moved up the Yazoo

River, arriving at Haynes' Bluff the same evening, talcing on a
small detachment of the First Mississippi Cavalry, African descent,
under command of Major Cook.
On the following morning I moved up the river without inter-

ruption until within a mile of Satartia, where the enemy were re-

])orted to be, when I disembarked Major McKee with the left

wing of the Eleventh Illinois Infantry, and Major Cook with his

small detachment of cavalry, with orders to move through the town
and toward the bluffs. But few of the enemy's pickets were seen,

who fled at our approach. I embarked my men again at Satartia,

and on the following morning (February 3) moved up the river to

within 2 miles of Liverpool Heights, when the enemy opened on my
advance with two pieces of artillery. I immediately moved my
transports down out of range and disembarked the trooj^s and made
lirej^arations to engage him, having ascertained the force to be Brig-

adier-General Ross' Texan brigade and numbering about 1,400 men.
I ordered Major McKee with the left wing of the Eleventh Illi-

niiis Infantry to move upon the exti-eme left with skirmishers ad-

vanced, the right wing of the Eleventh in the center moving in the
same manner, and the Eighth Louisiana Infantry, African descent,

on the right and right center, to move forward with the Eleventh.
We were soon warmly engaged, the enemy falling back to a hastily

constructed breast-work of logs, &c. , where they made a desperate

stand. At this juncture Major McKee ordered a charge with the
right wing only of the Eleventh Illinois Infantry (the left wing be-

ing engaged with the enemy's skirmishers), but the enemy being
in far superior numbers and having advantage of position, he was
ol>liged to fallback to his former position under cover of a hill;

not.liowever, without punishing the enemy severely, as could be
seen by the removal of their wounded. The Eighth Louisiana In-

fantry". Afiican descent, in the mean time had moved to the right

and had engaged the enemy on the flank, but were compelled by
supericn- niimbers to fall back to their original position, being still

at close range. Heavy skirmishing now began between my force

and the enemy, which continued until nearly sunset, whei 1 gave
the signal, and the entire command moved back to their respective

boats in good order, removing our wounded with them.
Frcnn observations I had made I was led to believe that the enemy

expected me to renew the attack the following morning, and was more
fully and better prepared to meet me, and knowing their superiority

of numbers and large advantage of position, and with two pieces of

artillery, and as they were out'of range of the gun-baats, I concluded
it to be a better policy to move up the river, in order to keep them
near me, as was designed by Major-General Sherman.
On the morning of the 4th, I again moved up the river, and, when

nearly opposite the point where we had the engagement the day
before, the enemy opened a brisk fire of musketry on the transports,

permitting the advance gun-boats to pass unmolested. Mj' men im-
mediately formed temporary breast-worlvS of boxes of hard bread,

knapsacks, &c. , and returned the fire with good effect. Five of my
21 R E—VOL XXXII, PT I
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men were wounded in this affair, the names, &c., of which please

find inclosed.

From this point I proceeded up the river without interruption to

within 6 miles of Yazoo City, where I remained during the follow-

ing day, when I suggested to Captain Owen, commanding gun-boat
squadron, to move two of his boats to Yazoo City to reconnoiter,

which was accordingly done. They returned in a few hours, report-

ing the enemy in heavy force in that place, and were fired upon with
artillery, two shots taking effect in one of the boats ; also reporting
five guns in position and one in course of erection. I have since

learned that but two pieces of artillery were there, and but a small
force of infantry.
Fearing a night attack, I moved down the river again nearly to

Liverpool, where I remained until ^e following morning, when I

learned from good authority that the main body of the enemy had
left for Benton. I then moved a short distance up the river, when
I observed men moving on the bluffs in tlie vicinity. I immediately
disembarked a sufficient force, moving forward a line of skirmishers
(with reserves at a proper distance), until we had full possession of

the heights, exchanging but few shots, the enemy retreating on their
horses back toward the interior. Fearing the small force I had dis-

embarked would move too far from the boats, I orderc<l the proper
signal to be given to return to the transjjorts.

The following morning I moved up the river without interruption,
and on the evening of the 9th February took i)osKession of Yazoo
City.

I had disembarked my small force of cavalry on the west side of
the river with orders to move up to a point immediately opposite
t';ie city. They succeeded in capturing a small body of pickets,

^N'liich had been left by the enemy, and which were duly forwarded
to General McArthur by the next boat.

Tlie following day (February 10), Col. E. D. Osband arrived from
Haynes' Bluff with the balance of his regiment of cavalry, making
a, very effective force of about 250 men.
At daylight of the morning of the lltli February, I moved up the

river, arriving without interruption from the enemy until on the
i:3tli February, when Jioar the head of Honey Island, about 60 Con-
federate soldiers were observed ahead and on the right bank of the
I'ivei'. I immediately ordered Colonel Osband to disembark with his
command a.nd engage tliem, moving my transports at the same time
at supiioi'ting distance and laiy men ready to disembark immediately.
The euomy fled back from the river, closely followed by Colonel Os-
band, Avlio skirmished witli them as long as he considered it prudent
to do so, Avhen he returned to the boats, having had 3 men wounded
and losing a few horses killed, but had used the enemy severely and
succeeded in capturing 3 prisojiers. " I moved from this point and
arrived at Greenwood, Miss., at » p. m. on the 14th February, having
moved with great caution as far as Fort Pemberton, but found it

evaciiated. >»

On the morning of the 16th February, I ordered Colonel Osband
with his regiment of cavalry to proceed to Grenada, unless he found
the enemy in too strong force. He returned the following day and
reported havhig been within 5 miles of Grenada, and had learned
that it was occui^ied by General Forrest with his command, but who
was reported as moving out from that place.

I remained at Greenwood until the morning of February 19 (secur-
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ing as much cotton, &c., as possible during the time), when I re-

ceived ordei's from Brig. Gen. John McArthur, commanding at

Vicksbui'g, to return to Yazoo City and hold that position until

further orders (please find a copy of order inclosed). I immediately
moved down the river, taking cotton, corn, &c., when found on
])kintations of disloyal parties, making my descent necessarily slow
(report of cotton, stock, &c., please find inclosed*). I arrived, how-
ever, withoiit interruption further than the tearing off the ui)])C!r

works of the transports by overhanging trees to within miles
of Yazoo City, Sunday, February 38, where I disembarked my
wliole force of cavalry, with instructions to move in rear of Yazoo
City and take possession of all the roads leading therefrom. I then
moved down leisurely with the gun-boats and transports (giving
tlie cavalry ample time to secure all the outlets from the city), and
commenced disembarking my infantry. Before, however, I had my
force moved from the boats, I received information that the enemy
had attacked my cavalry picket force. I immediately ordered Major
Cook, First Mississippi Cavalry, African descent, with a detacjhment
(.)f his command to move out on the Benton road and reconnoiter. I

then disembarked my infantry and formed in line, moving the
Eloventli Regiment double-quick to the works commanding the Ben-
ton road and the Eighth Louisiana, African descent, to the ridge road
on the right and commanding the bluff, and stationed two comi)a-
nies of cavalry on the extreme left.

About :5 p. m. Major Cook returned, followed closely by a much
superior force of the enemy until within range of my line of skir-

mishers, who drove them back and skirmished with them nearly
;j miles.

Major Cook reported having run in General Ross' entire com-
mand about a miles out from the city, and who were evidently en-

deavoring to gain possession of the works on the heights before

our arrival.

The loss in this affair to the cavalry was rather heavy, considering

the niiniljers engaged.
I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Peebles and Major McKee to hold

the j)ositions they then occupied, the men of their command to lie on
tlieir arms and ready for any emergency. The enemy, however,
made no attack in force, but annoyed our jncket line continually.

Abonl iK)on on theri'Jth of February, my camp and garrison eciui-

Iiag(^ arrived, and I ordered the commgjid^nts of each regiment to

select a suitable camp-ground as near their positions as possible,

which was accordingly done, and on the 1st instant we were in very
comfortable quarters.

The enemy would every day make a dash on my advance
picket-posts and vedettes, but would retire upon any demonstration
being made by the reserves, and, being well mounted, could not be
overtaken.

U]")on the night of the 4th instant,.! ascertained that General Ross
had been re-enforced by the command of Brigadier-Breneral Richai-d-

son (reported to have 800 Tennessee troops). I gave orders to have
my picket reserves strengthened by two companies of the Eleventh
Illinois Infantry and two companies of the Eighth Louisiana, Afri-

can descent.

Upon the morning of Saturday, .ith instant, a heavy attack was

*See his report of March 3, 1864, p. 330.
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made on my center ijicket (Benton road), bnt they stood tlicir ground
manfully, and not until the enemy had opened a heavy artillery fire

upon the picket and reserves did they fall back to the main body of

the regiment.
The engagement had now become extended throughout my entire

line. I had instructed Lieutenant-Colonol Peebles and Major Mc-
Kee to hold their positions at all hazards, as their redoubts com-
manded the entire' city, and as long as they were held we had the

town in our possession.
About If) o'clock a. m. I discovered a movement on the part of the

enemy to flank me on the left, where I had posted a small detach-
ment of tlie First Mississippi Cavalry. I at once ordered four com-
panies of the Eighth Louisiana Infantry, African descent, staticnied

over a mile distant, to their support. They came gallantly I'orward

double-quick, but before they arrived within su])porting distance
General Ricliardson's entire command had entered the city pro])er,

two regiments being between my headquarters and Fort McKoe.
At this time Major McKee had sent out a portion of Company K,

Eleventh Regiment, to open communication to my lieadf{uarters,

but finding the enemy in too strong force they endeavored to move
back to the works, and in doing so the enemy succeeded in captur-
ing 10 of them prisoners. Throe of them, however, escaped into

tlie city, informing me that my only piece of ai'tillery (a small
howitzer borrowed from the gun-boat Exchange, and whicJi was
posted in the redoubt occupied by Major McKecO liad become dis-

abled. I immediately sent for another of the same kind, but before
I could get it in the redoulit the enemy had gained full possession
of the street, and I posted it upon the corners of the i^rincipal streets

of the city and behind a hastily-constructed breast-work of cotton,
and I regr(>t to say at the first fire of the enemy the officer in charge
of the gnn (Ensign Holmes. U. S. Navy) and his men shamefully
deserted it and fled to the boat, but was met by Captain McElroy,
commanding gun-boat, who refused them permission t(j come on
board the b(jat. I succeeded, however, in moving the gun from its

position, and procured another sqiiad to man it, and who jierformed
their duty faithfully and with great braveiy.
The enemy at this time began to ci-owd my small force, and I

ordered two more companies fi'om the Eighth Louisiana Infantiy,
African descent, who resy)onded with alacrity.

I now distriVnited my small force-, oonsistingof A Company, Elev-
enth Illinois Infantry, and six companies of the Eiglith Louisiana
Infantry, through the streets, in doorways, liouses, &c., and com-
menced a vigorous and telling fire ujiou the enemy, the howitzer
discharging shell with telling effect into the houses tlie enemy had
taken possession of. During this time the enemy were pouring a
heavy discharge of sliot and shell from six pieces of artillery, doing
little damage, however, except to the buildings.

In the mean time Major McKee in his redoul)t, with nine companies
of the Eleventh, and Major Cook with his stnall detachment of 80
men in the rifle-pits (the rifle-pits having been constructed the day
before), and Lieutenant-Colonel Peebles, with his four companies on
the right, wer^e doing nobly.
Major McKee was for four hours surrounded on three sides by the

enemy with six regiments, and three times was he ordered to sur-
render (orders to surrender and reply of major please find inclosed).

During the whole time the enemy had gained his jjosition so as to strike
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the fort. He had kept up a continuous fire of artillery and small-
arms, in which our loss was very severe.

Aboiit 2 p. m. my force made a desperate charge through the
streets, completely routing the enemy and pursuing them entirely

tlirough the town and beyond the breast-works in the left, my single

l)iece of artillery doing fine execution.
Tlie force around and engaged with Major McKee, perceiving their

right falling back in disorder, fell into confusion and began to retreat

in great disorder, and the major, with only 6 men, sallied from the
fort and with loud cheers actually turned the flank of one entire regi-

ment.
The enemy now fell back out of range, and his losses must have

been very severe, they admitting the loss of over 40 killed, and their
ambulances could be seen constantly employed.
My casualties of this and previoiis engagements during the expe-

dition please find inclosed. *

Before the engagement of the 5th instant, I had received a com-
munication from General Ross, of which please find copies with
answer inclosed ; also copy of communication from General Rich-
ardson, received immediately after the engagement, and answer in-

closed.

I cannot close this report without expressing my heartfelt thanks
and unbounded admiration for the very able support afforded me by
the brave Maj. George C. McKee and the officers and men of his

command ; to Maj. J. B. Cook, First Mississippi Cavalry, African
descent, and the officers and men of his command ; to Lieut. Col.

F. E. Peebles, Eighth Louisiana Infantry, African descent, and officers

and men composing his command, and would respectfully call yoiir

attention to the bravery, coolness, and ability of these officers. To
Capt. N. C. Kenyon, Company K ; Adjt. H. H. Deane, Lieut. J. W.
Brewster, acting regimental quartermaster ; Lieut. Charles A. Peiron-
iiet. Company E, all of the Eleventh Illinois Infantry, I am under
jiarticular obligations. They formed my staff, and acted with all the
energy, bravery, coolness, and determined perseverance in the dis-

charge of their arduous duties as they ever have been noted for. To
Lieut. Orton Ingersoll, Company A, Eleventh Regiment, and the
brave men of his command (who were detailed for provost guard,
and for a long time during the engagement were the only company
in the streets of the city), I desire to be^)e%k your most considerate

attention. During the advance of the enemy into the city, this com-
pany held greatly superior numbers in check and disputed every inch
of ground.

I neglected to report in the proper place, that at about 11 a. m. on
the 5th instant. wJien I found my position somewliat closely pressed,

I dispatched the transport Sir William Wallace to Liverpool (34

miles) to bring the command (or as much as could be spared) of

Colonel Crandal, Tenth Louisiana, African descent, stationed at that
point, bxit for some cause they did not arrive at Yazoo City until

after the fight was over.

Upon Sunday evening, 6th instant, the transports Soutli Western,
Mars, and Emerald arrived, bringing orders from headquarters
Seventeenth Army Gorps to embark all the force, stores, &c., and
again disembarking the force at Liverpool. Marching from thence,
leaving the troops belonging at Haynes' Bluff' at that point, and

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 31 killed, I'il wounded, and 31 missing.
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bringing those belonging to Vicksburg to that station, all of which,
I have the honor to report, was accomplished without opposition

from the enemy.
I have the lionor herewith to inclose a rough sketch* of Yazoo

City and its surroundings, with the position of troops, &c.
I have the honor, colonel, to remain, respectfully,

JAS. H. COATES,
Col. 11th Illinois Inf. Vols., Comdg. Yazoo River Expedition.

Lieut. Col. W. T. Claek,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Indorsemeots.]

Headquarters Department of the Tennessee,
Huntsville, April 2, 18G4.

Respectfully forwarded to headquarters Military Division, and
special attention called to the gallantry and bravery of Colonel
Coates, Myjor McKee, and the officers and soldiers under them.

JAS. B. Mcpherson,
Major-General, Commanding.

Headquarters Military Division of the Mississippi,
Nashville, 7Wm., April IG, 1804.

Recorded and respectfully foi-warded for the inforniaticju of tlie

War Department.
W. T. SHERMAN,

Major- General, Coninianding.

[Inclosure No. 1.]

Hdqrs. Texan Brigade, Jackson's Cavalry Division,
March 4, 1804.

Colonel Coates,
Covidy. U. S. Forces, Yazoo City:

Sir : Some few weeks ago 2 men belonging to the Sixth Regi-
ment Texas Cavalry were captured by one Colonel Wood, of the
U. S. Army, near Mechanicsburg, Miss. , and executed, without trial

and in cold blood. From threats made by officers and men of your
command dxiriug their recent raide through this country, 1 am led
to infer tliat yourself and command indorse the cold-blooded iuid

inhuman proceedings of Colonel Wood.
My object in addressing you now is to know Avhether or not such

is the case. What kind of treatment shall members of this brigade
ox]iect, should the fortunes of war nialce them prisoners, in your
hands ? Will they receive the treatment due prisoners of war, or
be murdered as were the 2 unfortunate men above referred to ?

Regard for the feeling.s of humanity and a strong desire to see the
struggle in which we are engaged conducted *s becometh a civilized

people are the motives which have prompted the above inquiries.

Up to the time of the death of the 2 men wlio were murdered by
Colonel Woodj^ prisoners captured by this command were invariably
treated kindly and with the cc^nsiderations due them as prisoners of
war ; indeed, it is the boast of the Texans, that wliile they have
always damaged the enemies of their country to the utmost of their
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ability on the battle-field and in open, fair fight, they had never yet
injured nor in any way maltreated prisoners.

If, however, the sad fate that befell the 2 men captured at Me-
chanicsburg await all who may hereafter be taken, we are prepared
to accept the terms, and will know what course henceforth to pursue.

I tx'ust your answer may be satisfactory to my command, and that
there may be no necessity for any change in the treatment heretofore
given to prisoners.

I am, colonel, respectfully, &c.,
L. S. ROSS,

Brigadier-General C. S. Army.

[Inolosure No. 2.]

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Yazoo City, Miss., March 4, 1864.

Brig. Gen. L. S. Ross,
Commanding Texas Brigade, Jackson's Cavalry Division:

Sir : Your communication of date this a. m., per flag of truce,

just received and contents noted. I would respectfully reply that
your information relative to outrages said to have been committed
by Colonel Wood, U. S. Volunteers, is the first intimation that I

have received of such transaction, and beg further to assure you that
this mode of warfare and treatment of prisoners is as sincerely
deprecated by me as by yourself.

I desire, however, to call your attention (while speaking on thiS'

subject) to a fact which in all probability you have not yet been
advised, viz, that in a skirmish with a portion of your command
on the 38th ultimo 19 of my command (colored) were missing

;

since then 6 of the number have been found, presenting every
api:)earance of having been brutally used, and compelling me to

arrive at the conclusion that they had been murdered after having
been taken prisoners.

I beg leave to assure you that while I am desirous of performing
all that is in my line of duty I will not deviate from those princi-

l)les dictated by humanity, and it will only be in extreme cases of

premeditated provocation that I will tolerate it in any portion of my
command.

I am, general, respectfully, &c.,
.. ^AS. H. COATES,

Colonel, Commanding U. S. Forces, Yazoo City.

[Inolosure No. 3.]

Corres2Jondence between Brig. Gen. Lawrence 8. Ross, commanding
Texan Brigade, and Maj. George C. McKee, commanding redoubt

at Yazoo City, Miss., March 5,' 1804.

FIRST DEMAND. »

The first demand was for the unconditional surrender of my m-
trenchments and the forces under my command.
The officer who bQre the flag of truce (Lieutenant Rogers, of Gen-

eral Ross' staff) stated that he was also instructed to say to the com-
mander of the redoubt, "That in case of having to storm tlie works,
General Ross said he would be unable to restrain his men." I

answered, "That means General Ross will murder the prisoners if



328 KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AKD N. GA. [Chap. XLIV.

he is successful." Lieutenant Eogers said. "No, not exactly that;
but you know how it will be." 1 then refused to receive the com-
munication, and told Lieutenant Rogers to say to General Ross to

put all of his communications into writing, for if he attacked me
with the present understanding and was repulsed, I would kill every
man that fell into my hands.

This is a copy and answer to the first communication.

second demand.

Hbadquaetees Attacking Forces,
Yazoo City, March 5, 1864.

Major Commanding Redoubt, Benton Road

:

Major : An unconditional surrender of the forces holding the
redoubt, on Benton road, of Yazoo City, is demanded.
You are entirely surrounded and cannot possibly effect a retreat.

I have no terms to offer, other than that you shall receive the
treatment due prisoners of war.
A suspension of the firing on your position for ten minutes will

be allowed in order that your answer may be received.
Respectfully, &c.,

L. S. ROSS,
Brigadier- General.

(Answer.)

Yazoo City,
March 5, 1864.

Brigadier-General Ross :

General : Your demand for the surrender of my forces is re-

ceived. In answer, I can only say that I have no idea of siirrender-

ing. I am sorry that your threat in regard to the treatment of
prisoners was not reduced to writing, as it certainly should have
been.

Respectfully,
GEO. C. McKEE,

Major Eleventh Illinois Infantry, Commanding Redoubt.

third demand.

Headquarters Forces Attacking Yazoo City,
March 5, 1864.

Major McKee :

Yoiir reply just received. I regret for the sake of humanity that
you do not find it consistent with your feelings of duty to your
Government to surrender the redoubt, which I can certainly storm
and take.

As to the treatment of your men and yoursdf , I will try and have
them protected if they surrender during the charge ; but you may
expect much bloodshed. If you have no reply to make, we will
resume operations when the white ilag is down from both your line

and mine.
Respectfully,

L. S. ROSS,
Brigadier- General.



Chap. XLIV.] THE MERIDIAN EXPEDITION, 329

(Answer.)

To this demand no written reply was made. The verbal statement
sent to General Ross by Colonel Jones, Third [Ninth] Texas (bearer
of flag). ' That General Ross was a greater philanthropist than my-
self, and for liim to take down his white flag as soon as he reached
liis lines."

GEO. C. McKEE,
Major Eleventh Illinois Infantry.

[Inclosure No. 4.]

Headquarters Cavalry Brigade,
Near Yazoo City, March 6, 1864.

Colonel CoATES,
Commanding U. S. Forces, Yazoo City, Miss.

:

Colonel : Maj. James G. Thnrmand and Lieutenant Rainey, and
probably other officers and men of my command, were killed yester-
day in Yazoo City, and not brought oft' the field. I send ambulances
for the purpose of bringing to these headquarters their remains,
which I request you to permit.
When I cajDtured your wounded yesterday, in all about 30 in one

house. I did not allow them to be molested, although I could have
brought some away with me. I liope you will treat my wounded
that may have fallen into your hands with like humanity.

I have about 30 of yoiir men as prisoners I would like to exchange
for any of my men you may have, and suggest that a commission
fioni eacli side could meet between our picket-lines for the purpose.
If tlie projjosition meets your approbation, you will indicate the time
and place in reply to my officer bearing flag of truce.

I ask that one of my surgeons be allowed to visit my wounded
men and officers in your possession to-day and dress their wounds if

necessary. Capt. W . E. Reneau, assistant inspector-general of my
staff, with escort of men and ambulance train, will bear this com-
munication under flag of truce.

I have the honor to be, very respectfullj%

R. V. RICHARDSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Brigade.

[Inclosure No. 5.]

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Yazoo City, Miss., March 6, 1864.

Brig. Gen. R. V. Richardson,
Commanding Cavalry Division, near Yazoo City :

General : Your communication this a. m.
,
per flag of ti'uce, just

received, and I liasten to reply.

I would res^jectfuUy state that your dead have been decently in-

terred and your wounded properly and tenderly cared for, and as
ther(i can be no necessity for your surgeon and ambulance corps I

decline receiA'ing them.
As to the proposition of exchange, if I mistake^ not a cartel has

been agreed upon in which certain parties and places have been
named for such exchange ; and as [neither] General Richardson, C.

S. Army, nor Colonel Coates, U. S. Volunteers, have been named as
the parties, nor YazOo City the point for such exchange, I must re-

spectfully decline your proposition.

I am, general, respectfully,

JAS. H. COATES,
Colonel, Commanding U. S. Forces, Yazoo City, Miss.
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LInclosure Ko. 6,]

Headquarters of the Post and Defenses,
Vickshurg, Miss., February 18, 1864.

Colonel Coates,
Commanding Yazoo Expedition:

Colonel : Your report is received and yonr course approved.
On your return to Yazoo City you will remain there with your

force until further orders, sending a boat down for your camp and
garrison equipage and supplies, forwarding such proy)erty as you
may have collected to this place.

As trade is not yet opened to Yazoo City, you will arrest all par-
ties who have not special permission from the Treasury agent at this

point, approved by me; also all steam-boats not cleared from here
you will take possession of and return them to this post. You will

arrest all detectives who are not regularly authorized from these
headquarters or the headquarters Seventeenth Army Corps. A
great deal of unauthorized seiziire and plundering is committed by
men under the pretense of being Government detectives, the blame
of which will be attached to your command. The regularly author-
ized Treasury agents will receive such assistance as you can consist-

ently give them in collecting abandoned property and forwarding
the same from time to time, together with such corn and forage as
you can collect in obedience to your instructions from Maj. Gen.
W. T. Sherman.

Yours, respectfully,

J. McARTHUR,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

[Inclosure No. T.J

Headquarters Post,
Vichsburg, February 28, 1804.

Colonel Coates,
Commanding U. S. Forces, Yazoo City:

Colonel : Your communication was received. I have ordered
your camp and garrison equipage up. Since then I have seen Gen-
eral Sherman. It is not his intention to keep you where you are for
any length of time. You will, thwefcre, send your steamers, with
what cotton and other property you may have collected, to this place
at once, when I will return the transports to bring your command
down. Communicate with General Hiirlbut, who is, I believe, at
Woodruffs Mills, on the Big Black River.
In regard to cotton, let all parties (bona fide owners) who have re-

mained at home on their plantations disjjose of the same to any one
authorized to purchase, permitting the Government steamers, on
tlieir return trip, to bring it down as freight Let Colonel Osband
send across to the army and he can get men Enough to fill his regi-
ment up. Let me hear from you by returji oi boat. General Sher-
man goes down the river to-night.

Yours, iruly,
J. MoARTHUR,

Brigadier- Ueneral.
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No. GO.

Itinerary of the First Brigade, First Division, U. 8. Colored Troops,
Brig. Gen. Isaac F. Shepard, commanding, February 10-29.

February 10, detachments of Companies A, B, C, D, E, and F,

First Mississippi Cavalry, amounting to about 260 men, under com-
mand of Col. E. D. Osband, marched to Yazoo City, Miss., and
joined Yazoo expedition, commanded by Col. James H. Coates,
Eleventh Illinois Infantry, and moved up with the expedition to

Greenwood, Miss.
February 14, met Colonel Forrest's rebel cavalry, and routed them

after an engagement of half an hour's duration.
Feljruary 10, marched to a point within 8 miles of Grenada, and

finding General Forrest's division (rebels) returned, moved down
the river with the expedition.
February 28, entered Yazoo City at 2 p. m., finding no enemy.

Major Cook and 50 men of Companies C and D were sent to-

ward Benton, (J miles out ; run into Ross' Texas cavalry brigade
and was compelled to retreat, enemy closely following. Captain
Cook, Company E, severely wounded, 8 men killed, 10 missing, and
3 wounded. Enemy's loss known to have been severe.

On February 11, the brigade moved from Haynes' Bluff to Snyder's
Bluff, a distance of about 2i miles, the latter being a stronger and
more easily defended position.

February 29, Col. F. M. Crandal, in command of about 700 men
of his own regiment (Tenth Louisiana) and the Third Mississippi,
started on an expedition to Liverpool, on Yazoo River, to keep open
communication between Yazoo City and Vicksburg.

No. 01.

Organization of the Army commanded by Lieid. Gen. Leonidas Polk,
C. S. Army, February 20, 1804.

ESCORT.

Louisiana Company, Lit>ut. P. M. Konner.

L0RlN(i"^^^)I\'^S10N.*

Maj. Cieii. William W. Lorino.

Featherston's Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Winfield S. Featherston.

3d Mississippi, Col. T. A. Mellon.
22d Mississippi, Lieut. Col. H. J. Reid.
31st Mississippi, Lieut. Col. M. D. L.

Stephens.
33d Mississippi, Lieut. Col. J. L. Drake.
1st Mississipj)! Sharjjsliooters, Maj. Jas.

M. Stigler.

Alabama. Batteiy, Capt. Stephen Char-
j)entier.

Adamn'' Brigade.

Brig. fien. John Adams.

1st Confederate Battalion, Lieut. Col.
George H. Forney.

6th Missis^jpi. Col. Robert Lowry.
14tli Mississip])i, Ijieut. Col. W. L. Do.ss.

l.ltli Mississi])])i, Col. M. Farrell.

2()th Mississippi. Col. Winiaiii N.Brown.
3Gtli MiKKissipi)i,Col. Arthur E. Reynolds.
Loolc(nit (Tenn.) Artillery, Capt. Rob-

ert L. Barry.

*The return rejiorts lour Ijatteries with this division; the fourth was probably
Cowan's Mississippi Buttery.
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Buford's Brijjade.

Brig. Gen. Abraham Buforo.

27th Alabama. Col. James Jackson.
3.5th Alabama, Col. Samuel S. Ives.

54th Alabama, Col. Alphpus Baker.
56th Alabama, Col. John Snodgrass.
9th Arkansas, Col. Isaac L. Dunlop.

3d Kentucky, Col. A. P. Thompson.
7th Kentucky, Col. Ed. Crossland.
8th Kentucky, Lieut. Col. A. R. Shack-

lett.

13th Louisiana, Col. Thomas M. Scott.

Pointe Coupee (Louisiana) Ai'tUlery,

Capt. Alcido Bouanchaud.

FRENCH'S DIVISION.*

Maj. Gen. Samuel G. French.

Ector's Brigade.
|

Coekrell's Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Matthew D. Ector. Brig. Gen. Francis M. Cockrell.

29th North Carolina, Capt. W. W. Rol- ' 1st and 4th Missouri, Col. A. C. Riley.
lins.

1 2d and 6th Missouri, Col. P. C.Flournoy.
9th Texas. Col. William H. Young. ' 3d and oth Missouri, Col. James Mc-
10th Texas Cavalry,! Col. C. R. Earp. \ Gown.
14th Texas Cavalry,} Col. John L. Camp, i 1st and 3d Missouri Cavalry,} Col. Elijah
83d Texas Cavalry, f Capt. Nathan An- J Gates.

derson. !

CAVALRY CORPS. I

Maj. Gen. Stephen D. Lee.

Encort.

Georgia Company, Capt. T. M. Nelson.

JACKSON'S DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. William H. Jackson.

Fir.<it Brigade.

Col. Peter B. Starke.

Ist Mississippi, Col. R.A.Pinson.
38th Mississippi, Col. Peter B. Starke.
Ballentine's Mississippi Regiment, Col.

John G. Ballentine.

Escort. Louisiana Company,Capt. Junius
Y. Webb.

Columbus (Georgia) Light Artillery,

Capt. Edward Croft.

Second Brigade.

Col. Lawrence S. Ross.

1st Texas Legion, Col. Edwin R. Haw-
kins.

3d Texas, Col. Hinchie P. Mabry.
6th Texas, Col. Jack Wharton.
m\ Texas, Col. Dud. W. Jones.

Escort, Texas Company, Lieut. Rush L.

Elkin.
Missouri Battery, Capt. Houston King.

* Batteries not accounted for on original return; they were probably Hoskins'

(Mississippi) and Walsh's (Missouri) batteries.

•|- Dismounted.

X No report from General Forrest ; the Sixth Alabama Cavalry transferred to

North Alabama.

Adams' Brigade.

Brig. (Jen. Wirt Adams.

nth Arkansas, Col. Jcjhn Griffith.

14th Confederate, Capt. Josephus R.
Quin.

Oth Louisiana Battalion, Capt. E. A.
Scott.

4th [3d] Mississi)i])i, Maj. J. L. Harris.

4th Mississippi. Maj. Thomas R. Stock-

dale.

Adams' Mississippi Regiment, Col. Rob-
ert C. Wood, jr.

Oth Tenni^see Battalion, Maj. James H.
Akin.

Mississippi Battery, Capt. Calvit Rob-
erts.

Ferguson's Brigade.

Brig. Gen. Samuel W. Ferguson.

3d Alabama, C!ol. R. G. Earle.

."ieth Alabama, Col. William Boyles.

13th Mississip])i Battalion, Col. W. M.
Inge. S.

2d Tennesson (B;irt('au's regiment),

Lieut. Col. (icorge H. Morton.
South Cai-olina Battery. Capt. John

Waties.
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CHALMERS' DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers.

First Brignde.

Col. W. F. Slemons.

3d Arkansas, Col. W. F. Slemons.
iid Slississippi (State), Col. John Mo-

Guirk.
5th Mississippi, Col. James Z. George.
7th Tennessee, Col. William L. Buck-

worth.
Mississippi Battery, Capt. J. M. Mc-

Lendon.

Second Brigade.

Col. Robert McCulloch.

1st Mississippi Partisan Rangers, Lieut.
Col. L. B. Hovis.

18th Mississippi Battalion, Lieut. Col.

Alexander H. Chalmers.
19th Mississippi Battalion, Lieut. Col.

William L. Duflf.

2d Missouri, Col. Robert McCulloch.
Buckner (Mississippi) Battery, Lieut. H.

C. Holt.

military posts.*

Cahaba, Lieut. Col. H. C. Davis.
Columbus, Brig. Gen. Daniel Ruggles.
Demopolis, Lieut. Col. Nathaniel Wickliife.
Selma, Col. Thomas H. Rosser.

No. 63.

Abstract from field return of the Army commanded by Lieut.
Leonidas Polk, C. S. Army, February 20, J 804.

Gen.
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opposed by cavalry. I am concentrating my force of infantry at
Morton. Whether the enemy intends to move in force across Pearl
River does not yet appear.

L. POLK,
Lieutenant-Oeneral.

General Cooper.

Hillsborough, Miss., February 9, 1864.

I have kept the War Dejiartment informed in regard to the move-
ments of the enemy on the western front of this department. He
moved out in heavy force from Vicksbnrg toward Jackson; also in
boats np the Yazoo River. Both columns were met and held in
check by the cavalry until developed.
He entered Jackson at 6 p. m. Friday, 5th, and from the most re-

liable information with a force of from 35,000 to 40,000 infantry,
sixty pieces of artillery, and cavalry not known.
He ci'ossed Pearl River at 10 a. m. on 7th with his whole force

and moved rapidly upon Morton, destroying all the bridges be-
hind him. He reached Morton last night, and turned toward Mobile
to-day. My infantry force in this part of the department consists
of Major-General Loring's division, about 6, 000, and French's, 1,250,

with 1, 700 exchanged prisoners imperfectly organized—say 9,000. The
rest of the infantry compose the garrison of Mobile. A portion of
this, on consultation with General Maury, was withdrawn and
ordered to the front, in the hope of making a campaign before it

sliould be needed at Mobile ; but the enemy's force proving so much
larger than was anticipated, and other indications pointing to a com-
bined attaclv on Mobile, made it necessary to restore this garrison
and avoid giving battle, which, under the circumstances, might have
been hazarded. I have therefore ordered the force from Mobile back
to that garrison and added other forces to it, so as to strengthen it

up to tlie i)oint deemed necessary by General Maury. These troops,

1 Jiavo no reason to doubt, will reach their destination in due time. I

liave just retiirned from an inspection of the defenses of Mobile,
and although not completed are yet in fine condition and very effi-

cient. The garrison has six months' supply of subsistence, and is

very confident. I shall take immediate steps to increase its stores

by the rivers. It is of the highest consequence that its requisitions

for ammunition for heavy guns should be supplied at once. I have
General Loring's force and the cavalry stili in the field, and am not

without a prospect of increasing both.
• L. POLK,

lAeutenant- General.

His Excellency President Davis.

Nev^tton, Miss., February 10, 1864.

(Via Mobile. Received Richmond, 11th.)

I dispatched the President yesterday as to the situation. Since

then a dispatch from General Forrest announces two columns of

cavalry—one to move on them at Grenada ; the other on the corn
region in the neighborhood of Columbus.

L. POLK,
Lieutenant- General, Commanding.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General.
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Demopolis, February 17, 1864.

The enemy entered Meridian tlie 14th, day after my last dispatch.

His forwardmovement was retarded by my cavalry, who assailed him
in front and flank. His movement was so compact as to make it dif-

lieult to do more than annoy him. Since ho has been in Meridian
ho has been breaking up the Mobile and Ohio and the Meridian and
Demopolis Railroads. I am informed by General Lee he has moved
also on Enterprise. What his intentions are has not yet been deter-

mined. He may still go to Mobile or return to Jackson. Ordered
Lee and Forrest to harass him, and to intercept a column of cav-
alry coming down to join liim from West Tennessee, reported 10,000

strong. Am holding my small force in hand at Demoiiolis to take
advantage of events. All stores from the Mobile and Ohio Railroad
of special value removed, and rolling-stock placed beyond his reach.
Am increasing stores of garrison at Mobile.

L. POLK,
Lieutenant- General.

His Excellency President Davis,
Richmond, Va.

Demopolis, February 18, 1864.

By my orders General Forrest left a force to hold enemy in check
near Memphis some days ago, and is now moving rapidly with his
column to strike that of the enemy on its way to Columbus from
West Tennessee. This column is one of cavalry, reported 10,000
strong, and is moving to join Sherman and secure food for his in-

fantry at Meridian. The head of this column is reported near Pon-
totoc ; General Forrest close by. General Lee moved forward under
orders yesterday to co-operate with Forrest in an attack iipon it. A
command under General Ruggles and the Mississippi State troops
will unite in the attack. To crush that force is important.

L. POLK,
Lieutenant- General.

Hon. J. A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond.

J)i!;j«OPOLis, February 18, 1864.

My telegrams to the President have kept liim advised of the move-
ments of the enemy. The last dispatch sent yesterday. General
Lee, who is covering my front, reports 7 p. m. yesterday. Says en-
emy engaged tearing ujd Mobile and Ohio and Selma Railroads above
Meridian to-day. As yet indicates movement in no certain direction
from Mei'idian.

L. POLK,
Lieutenani-General.

Hon. J. A. Seddon, *

Secretary of War.

Meridian, February 19, 1804.

Enemy reported to liaA^e torn up 10 miles of Mobile and Ohio Rail-
road above Meridian, and the same amount of Selma Railroad from
same point, then returned to Meridian ; also to have gone down to
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De Soto, below Quitman, and burned bridge on Mobile and Ohio Hail-
road ; also an amount of Government corn and cotton, then returned
to Meridian. Measures taken to save stores and other Government
property have been very successful. From Pearl River eastward
enemy deprived of the use of all rolling-stock between Pearl River
and Tombigbee. The columns of cavalry of enemy from West Ten-
nessee, reported by General Forrest to-day 10,000, with thirty pieces
of artillery, crossed the Tallahatchie at New All»any on i;3tli and
14th. Forrest will most probably meet them at West Point, Lee
moving north to meet them at same point. The preparations neces-
sary for re-enforcements are being made.

L. POLK,
Lieutenant- General.

Hon. J. A. Seddon,
Secretary of War, Richmond.

Demopolis, February 20, 1864.

No movement of the enemy in any direction from Meridian up to

the present; probably awaiting the arrival of his cavalry column
coming dov.ni from West Tennessee. That column reported to-night
as arrived at Aberdeen. Generals Lee's and Forrest's columns ordered
to unite and attack it. They are both between it and Sherman, at

Meridian, and in supporting distance. Head of my re-enforcing
column reported at Montgomery.

L. POLK,
Lieutenant- General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond.

Demopolis, Fehruary 21, 1864.

Head of Hardee's column arriving to-day. Shall throw head of

mine across the Tombigbee to-morrow, push the whole force forward
as fast as it arrives, and move upon the enemy.

L. POLK,
Lieutenant- General.

President Davis, - *

Richmond.

Demopolis, February 31, 1864.

Nothing from General Lee or Forrest to-day. Have strong confi-

dence in their success in preventing junction of enemy's columns, and
believe they will succeed against his cavalry. Enemy reported to

have moved from Meridian in direction of De KalB—most probably
to look up his cavalry, which is behind time. Refer to dispatch to

President for my movements.
L. POLK,

Lieutenant- General,
General Cooper,

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va,

22 R R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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Demopolis. Frhriiury 22, 1864.

The success of my cavalry in preventing & junction of the enemy's
two columns a2)pc8.TS to have l.ii'olven. np liis camijaign.

The following dispatch just received

:

Laudeiidai^e, Fdirwirij 32, 1864—3 p. m.

General POLK

:

The latest reliable information is that the enemy left the Mobile and Ohio Railroad
in two columns—one from Meridian going to Decatur and tlie other fi'om this place

DToinc to Herbert to meet at Union, aiid go thence to Carthage and to Canton."
R. O. PERRIN,

Colonel, Commanding.

At last advices General Forrest had the enemy's column of ca,valry

between the Sakatonchee and the Tomhigbee, and was holding it

there for the arrival of General Lee. The latter would join him with
his column perhaps to-day. I confidently expect a satisfactory re-

sult. I move my infantry forward in the morning. Two of General
Hardee's brigades have arrived.

L. POLK,
Lieutenant- General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.

(Same to General J. E. Johnston, Dalton, Ga.)

Demopolis, February 23, 1864.

I have kept you advised by telegraph of the enemy's movements
since he left Vicksburg. From several reliable sources I have heard
it was the enemy's intention to move from Vicksburg, through Jack-
son and Meridian, upon Montgomery, Ala. , breaking up the railroads
as he went. It is reported as coming from General Sherman that
the campaign was ordered by General Grant, aird that he regarded
it as a foolish one. It certainly has not been a successful one. The
vigoroi^s action of my cavalry under General Lee kept him so closed
up that he could not spread out and forage. As an evidence of this, a
drove of hogs of mine was on the way east and pursued a route within
6 miles on an average of his lino of march without molestation and
have arrived safely. Ho was deprived ejitirely of the rolling-stock
of al] the roads between the Pearl and Tombigbee Rivers, as well as
of the iTse of all the valuable stores which had been accumulated at
ilepots on those roads, and, finally, of the services of his cavalry col-

umn. This last deprivation was fatal to the further prosecution of
his campaign, and as rejported to the adjutant and inspector general
by telegraphic dispatch to-day, he seems to have given it up and
gone back toward the Mississippi.

I have reason to believe that the combinations now operating
against his cavalry force will succeed in breaking and routing, if

not even crushing it. If this should be the result, my cavalry will
be ordered to fall upon the enemy's flanks and rear, and press and
harass him as long as he is in the field. I shall pursue him with my
infantry in the morning, taking such a course as will enable me to
act most effectively.
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I h'Ave already taken iiieasureH to liavts all the roads broken up by
hnn rebuilt, and sliall press that work vigorously. The amount of
road destroyed by Jiini may be in all al)out 50 miles, extending out
on the four roads from Meridian as a center. Wliile upon this sub-
ject I desire to say that it is of the highest importance that measures
be taken to have the road fromSelma to the Tcnnbigbee finished and
1 he bridge over that river built. I hope the government .will take
immediate steps to have this effected. For the want of it it has
taken the greatest exertions to save the public property exposed by the
recent movements of the enemy, and such risks should not be taken
a.gain. The movements consequent upon the presence of the enemy
in this department have demonstrated also that which has been too
apparent before, to wit, that the system of having subsistence and
quartermaster's agents in this department who are working inde-
pendently of the supervision and control of the department com-
mander operates most injuriously to the public service. Any sys-
tem which makes a commander in the field dependent for his supplies
upon partie.s over whom he has no control cannot but work badly,
and it may be fatally, to his command. All the benefits proposed
to be accomplished by the existing arrangements can be much better
secured by devolving the responsibility of collecting subsistence and
quartermaster's stores as well as field transportation directly on the
department commander. He is upon the spot, can supervise agents
much more closely than the chief of a bureau at Richmond, and cor-
I'ect abuses as well as secure efficiency. Besides, nothing can be
more inconvenient, to say nothing more of it, than to require the
requisitions of a commander at this distance from the seat of gov-
ernment to send his requisitions for stores to Richmond to be ap-
proved before the goods can be drawn from the depots.

All the evils of the system could be cured by charging the depart-
ment commander with the duty of having all these stores collected
by his own staff. It is as easy for him to have provision returns
showing the amount of all the subsistence in his department made
to the War Department every ten days as it is for him to have a
field return showing the number of his troops, and he is bound to
respond to a requisition for the one as for the other by the depart-
ment should they be needed in a distant field. Besides all this,

having two or more sets of quartermasters in the dei)artment mul-
tiplies officials and their retainers to a pernicious extent and produces
no small amount of confusion. ^

I repeat, all the evils of the existing system in regard to the col-

lection of quartermaster's stores, field transportation, and sub-
sistence could be cured by having the work done through the
department commander, who should not be interfered with in the
administration of his department by parties from without acting
under a distant authority. I assure you that a large amount of the
inefficiency exhibited in these departments arises from the improper
distribution of responsibility and supervision, to say nothing of its

annoyance, and I earnestly hope it may be changed)"
I remain, respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. POLK,
Lieutenant- General,

His Excellency President Davis.
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Demopolis. February 23, 1864.

The following dispatches just received .'^

Lauderdale Station, 22d.

Scouts from Daleville r<>port the enemy have all left the Mobile and Ohio Rail-

road. Column from Marion marched 3 miles west of Daleville. The column from
Meridian is moving west to form junction witli column from Marion at Union,
wliich is 30 miles west of DaleviUe, thence byway of Carthage to Canton. It is

thought a small force has been sent by way of De Kalb to burn government corn
at that place.

R. O. PERRIN,
Colonel, Commanding, &c.

Line Creek, 9 Miles Southwest of West Point,
February 2.';, 1864—10 a. m.

Arrived here at daylight. Enemy are retiring rapidly. General Forrest is pur-
suing, and at last report is 16 miles above West Point. He docs not know yet
wliether they are trying to join Sherman via Houston and Grecnsborough or not.

Have halted my command till I hear further from him. It is in position to inter-

cept raiders unless they are off for Memphis, which I think is the ciise. Their
force was overrated, I think.

S. D. LEE,
Major-General.

From the above and other dispatches, all of the same tenor, pre-

ceding these, I think it now certain that the campaign of the enemy is

broken iip. He must go beyond Pearl River, and I shall pursue him
witli my cavalry and follow with infantry, re-establishing my for-

niei' lines as early as practicable. Is it your wish that General
Hardee's column be employed in operations farther west ?

L. POLK,
Lieutenant- General.

His Excellency President Davis,
Bichmond, Va.

Demopolis, February 33, 1864.

My head of column has moved upon a line pursued by the enemy
to-day. General Hardee's troojjs are supplied with transportation
as fast as tlioy arrive. They come in slowly. The whole of the
Jii'st division not yet in. I will press the whole force forward as
rjipidly as possible. You will havelie?ird from my dispatcli of this
m!>rni)ig that the enemy's infantry arc retreating from M(!ridian
toward Pearl River ; also that his cavalry has been foiled and are in
retreat westward likewise. My cavalry have orders to pursue ; my
infantry will follow. In my dispatch of this morning 1 asked your
views as to how far west I might take my re-enforcements. You
are acquainted with the country.

» L. POLK,
Lieutenant-General.

His Excellency President Davis,
Richmond.

* Copy sent to General Lee, at Gainesville, February 28.



Chap. XLH'.] THE :\rEKIDIAN' ICXl'EinTIOJNT. 341

Dejiopolis, Fehruary 24, 1804.

(Received Richmond, 25tli.)

The following dispatch just received :

Headqu.vrters,
Starlcville, Miss., February S3, 1864.

Liewtenant-General Polk :

Major-General Forrest reports at 9 yesterday e^-ening 2 miles south of Pontotoc

:

'• "We liave had severe fighting all day with the enemy. The engagement closed
about dark. We have killed about 40 of the enemy and cajftured about 100. Our
loss not known, but not so heavy as that of the enemy. The prisoners captui-ed
report 2 <:olonels and 1 lieutenant-colonel killed this evening. Colonel Forra'Jt was
killed this evening, C^olonel Barksdalo badly wounded in the breast. Colonel McCul-
loch wounded in tlie liand. "We have captured four or five pieces of artillerv. General
(iholson came up this evening, and will follow after them and drive them as far as
possible. The fighting commenced neiir Okolona late this evening : was obstinate, as
the enemy were forced to make repeated stands to hold us in check and to save
tlieir iiack-mules, &c., from stampede. The fight closed vvith a gi-and cavalry
charge of the enemy's whole force. "We repulsed them with heavy loss and com-
pletely routed them."

S. D. LEE,
Major-General.

General Lee's 0"wn column i,s pressing the enemy's infantry with
the view of liarassing it on its retreat toward Canton. General
Hardee's comniand has been ordered back to Daltoii.

L. POLK,
Lieutenaid- General.

General S. Cooper.

Demopolis, Fehruary 27, 1 SG4.

The following dispatch from General Lee, at Macon, just received

:

A cavalry force crossed Pearl River on tlie 22dnear Philadelphia, moving toward
Kosciusko. Jackson and Ferguson left Stark ville on a4th, moving westward.
Richardson's brigade left Tampico same day for Grenada. At last account Gen-
eral Gliolson was still pursuing enemy near New Albany, and had captured a good
many prisonei-s. Forrest could not follow up his success with his main force for
want of ammunition. Sherman still moving westward.

L. POLK,
^ ., Lieutenant-General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Insj)ector General, Richmond.

Demopolis, Ala., March 3, 1864.

Following from one of my staff officers, dated Hillsborough :

February 20, Sixteenth Army Corps crossing Pearl Rives at Ratliff's Ferry :

Seventeenth at Grant's Ferry, en route for Canton.
February 27, enemy finisheil crossing to-day. Head of column is passing through

Canton.

L. POLK,
Lieidenan I-Gene ral, Comm anuFrng.

General S. Cooper,
Adjitta7)f and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.
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Demopolis, March 4, 18G4.

The following just from the front

:

Dispatcli just received from General Jackson, dated Sharon, 7 miles from Canton,

February 28. He overtook the enemv at tliat point. Eneiuj- crossed the whole
force at Ratliff's and Cullum's Ferries" and proceeded to Cniitoii, where tliey were
reported short of rations and broken down. Will proliably destroy portion of

lailroad north of Canton and go at once to Vicksburg. About S.") had been killed

and a number captured. Eegiiuents in every direction to ]iara.ss them. Ferguson
was on old Eobinson road. 12 miles from Canton. Ross had been sent to tlie Yazoo
to attack transports ; ordnance trains had gone up. Enemy would be pursued to

Hig Black. Lieutenant Crump, aide-de-camp, was killed on 27th while leading a
charge.

W. ELLIOTT,
Assistant Adjutant and Inspector General.

I hear there are many transports np the Yazoo, and liave ordered
re-enforcements for General Ross for their destruction.

L. POLK,
Lieuienaid-Ueiieral.

General S. Cooper,
Adjiiimit and Inspector General, Richmond.

Demopolis, March 4, 1864.

General Forrest is in urgent need of experienced brigade com-
manders, and nominates Col. R. M. Russell, of Tennessee, as briga-

dier, which I api)rove. Colonel Russell is a West Point graduate,
and served with great distinction under me at Shiloh, commanding
a brigade ; also in the late oiJerations under General Forrest in a
like command. General F. has sent forward other nominations, to

wliich I beg leave to refer—Colonels McCulloch and Bel).

L. POLK,
Lieutenant- General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond, Va.

Headquarters,
Demopolis. March i, 1804.

I send by Captain Vanderford "accompanying dispatches, among
them a communication from Major-General Forrest containing ac-

count of his operations in checking and defeating the enemy's cav-
alry forces intended to form a junction with his infantry at Merid-
ian. You will i)erceive that it was a brilliant affair, and that it

accom2:)lished my v^^ishes in effectually preventing General Sherman
availing of his cavalry in liis contemplated oi^erations. Tliat stic-

cess destroyed his campaign. Diff[3atches from General Lee's forces
just received are of a very gratifying character. He has o-s^ertaken

tlie enemy on the Avest of Pearl River in a very exhausted state

from a want of provisions and forage and a long and hurried march,
and is cutting up the rear of his column. I liave liope of destroy-
ing, also, some of his boats that have gone up the Yazoo toward
Grenada. Ross' brigade, of Lee's division, is on tlie river below
them and will be re-enforced, and I have anotlicr l)rigad(! above
them. The result of the campaign has l)e(3n thus far satisfactory,

and we have not as yet seen the end of it. I shall send General For-
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rest witliout delay into the western district to break up the Federal
elections proposed to be held there within the next ten days, and to
bring out other troops, horses, &c. , from there and southern Ken-
tucky.
My report of the late operations will be sent you in a few days. I

refer you in the mean time to my staff officer, Captain Vanderford.
1 hope that the War Department will comi^ly with my wishes and

suggestions in regard to the management of my department in tlic

several commimications recently forwarded, as they are indispensaljlc
to its efficiency and successful management.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. POLK,

Lieufenant-Generul.
General Cooper,

Adjutant and Inspector General.

Demopolis, March 8, 1864.

The following dispatch received from General Jackson, dated
Canton, March 2, 7 p. m.

:

Enemy's army (Sixteenth and Seventeenth Ci.rps), hetween 25,000 and 30,000 in-

fantry and 1,500 cavalry, left Canton that morning after remaining three days.
Sherman readied there 28th ; remained six hours and passed on to Vicksburg, leav-

ing McPherson in command. Sent back 9 couriers in great haste to McPlierson
on 29th. Army moved immediately toward Vicksburg via Livingston and Brook-
ville. Large number empty transpoi'ts passed down the river to Vicksburg, said

tj lie to take Shermans army up the river. Enemy destroyed railroad H miles
lielow Canton. In the country, houses liin'ncd and provisions destroyed. Over 200
of the enemy killed or captured. Ross killed 55 out of 70 negi'o cavalry near
Yazoo City ; several small wagon trains tnken. Enemy destroyed no railroad

bridge. Transports going down Yazoo River.

L. POLK,
Lieutenant- General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

Demopolis, March 10, 18G4.

General Lee telegraphs that Eoss and Richardson attacked Yazoo
City on the 5th instant, capturing manj^ stores and destroying much
cotton about being shipped. Enemy retired to city, and held it until

re-enforced. They were driven out of city, which was occupied
while stores were being destroyed. We have quite a number of

prisoners. Our loss about 50 killed and wounded. Enemy still occupy
Yazoo City and Liverpool, intrenching at latter place. Sherman
issued general order at Canton, in which he speaks of many regi-

ments in his army entitled to furlough.
L. POLK,

Lieutenant- General, Commanding.
General S. Cooper,

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond.

Headquarters,
Demopolis, March 10, 1804.

I have an investigation and report upon the damage done tlie rail-

roads by the enemy in their late movements upon this department,



344 KY., SW. VA., TET^N., jriSS., ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XLIV.

and heroAvitli inclose it for information of the War Department.
The day after the enemy retreated from Meridian I ordered the con-
centration of lai'ge working parties upon these roads for their reci^n-

struction. Yon ssill see from the report they will all be finislied

in twenty days, excepting the Meridian and Jackson road. I shall

increase the force upon that and shorten the time allotted for its c(jm-

jiletion. About GO miles of telegraphic connections were destroyed.
They liave all l^een reconstructed, and all the roads and communica-
tions are re-established. They will connect with Jackson and Canton
in a few days.

Respectfiilly, your obedient servant,
L. POLK,

Lieutenani-General, C'oiiniKtnding.

General Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

[Fii"sl imlin-semcnt.]

March 22, 1864.

KespectfuUy submiticd to the President for information.
The injuries done by the enemy to the railroads were very serious,

but General Polk is proceeding with great zeal and energy to repair
them. The interruption to communication will not be longer than
was anticipated.

[Second indorsement.]

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary of War.

March 24, 1864.

Secretary of War :

I have read with gratification the within statement of energetic
and successful efforts to restore lines of communication in the de-

partment commanded by General Polk.
Respectfully returned.

JEFF'N DAVIS.

[Third indoraement.]

March 26, 1804.

Communicate to General P. the. President's indorsement, which
will be gratifying to him.

J. A. S[EDDON],
Secretarij.

[Inclosure.]

Demopolis, Ala., March 8, 1804.

Dear Sir : Below please find report of damage done the railroads

by the enemy in their late movement on and occupati(jn of Meridian:

SOUTHERN RAILROAD.

Between Jackson and Meridian—4 bridges entirely destroyed, ag-

gregate lengtli, 950 feet ; 47 bridges entirely destroyed, aggi'egate

length 3,248 feet; 4 miles of track torn up, ii'oii bafily burned and
bent, and most of the cross-ties burned. Five thousand cross-ties will

be required, .300 bars of iron, and 500,000 feet (^f bridge timbers to

complete the work. It can be done in forty days.
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ALABAMA AND MISSISSIPPI EIVERS RAILROAD.

Between Demopolis and Meridian—3 bridges entirely destroyed,
aggregate lengtli 100 feet ; 5 pieces of trestle-work destroyed, aggre-
gate length OuO feet ; 9 miles track torn np, iron badly burned and
iient, and about one-half the cross-ties burned ; 100 rails entirely

rendered unfit for service.

MOBILE AND OHIO RAILROAD.

Sixteen miles of track torn up, iron badly burned, and most of

the cross-ties burned ; 5 miles iron torn up, but not burned ; the
bridges and trestles all burned on 47 miles of road from a point 5

miles below Quitman to Lauderdale Springs and track torn up in

spots. The worst destroyed track is between Enterprise and Marion
Station. The bridging and trestling is of such chai-acter that it can
be put up as rapidly as the iron can be straightened and the track
laid. Two hundred and fifty-six negro laborers were at work on
Saturday last and 350 more will be put on this week, after which the
work will proceed day and night. In addition to this force a suffi-

cient force of bridge-carpenters are at work to keep the bridges in

advance of the track. I think the road can be completed by April
1. One bridge and one-foiirth of a mile of trestle-work have already

been completed. There is now at vfork on the Alabama and Missis-

sippi Rivers Railroad 350 white laborers (soldiers), 50 negroes
(laborers). One hundred and seventy-five negro laborers will be
added to-day and to-morrow. Oue bridge 350 feet long has been
completed and the timbers out for another—the most important one
destroyed. One hundred hands are getting out cross-ties and the
remainder straightening iron and laying track. There is a bridge

force sufficient at work to keep the bi'idges out of the way. and the

road can be finished to Meridian in two weeks. The difficulty of

procuring tools and materials has hitherto retarded the work very
much, but tliat cause has now principally been overcome.

SOUTHERN ROAD.

Sixty hands go to work to-morrow, 140 more on Monday next, and
as many of the forces on the Alabama and Mississippi Rivers Rail-

road as may be necessary to complete it as soon as that road is

through. " »

All of which is respectfiilly submitted by your obedient servant,

SAM. TATE.
Lientenant-General Polk.

ADDENDA.

General Orders, ) Headquarters,
No. 23.

J
Demopolis,. Ala., February 30, 18G4.

The lieutenant-general commanding offers his congratulations to

the army on the successful termination of the campaign just closed.

The cheerfulness with which the troops have borne the fatigues and
inconveniences of the march and their ready acquiescence in the

orders directing their movements have entitlecl them to the highest

commendation. Totlie firmness and good condiict of the men and
the skill and judgment of their officers in checking the enemy's
march, the commanding general is indebted for sec:uring the public

stores and depriving the enemy of the railroads and other facilities
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for foraging and subsistence. The concentration of our cavalry on
his column of cavalry from West Tennessee formed the turning-point

in the campaign. That concentration broke down Ids only means of

subsisting his infantry, his cohimn was defeated and routed, and his

whole force compelled to make a hasty retreat. Never did a grand
campaign, inaugurated with such pretensions, terminate more in-

gloriously. With a force three times that which was opposed to its

advance they have been defeated and forced to leave the field, with
a loss of men, small-arms, and artillery. Both of tlieir columns are

retreating before the squadrons of our pursuing cavalry. The lieu-

tenant-general commanding offers his gi-ateful thanks to the whole
army, and trusts that this opening campaign of the new year may be
an earnest of the successes which await us in the futi;re.

By command of Lieutenant-General Polk :

THOS. M. JACK,
Assistant Adpdant- General.

No. 64.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Nathan B. Forrest, C. S. Army, of operations
against expedition from Memphis.

Hdqrs. Cavalry Dept. of W. Tenn. and N. Miss.,

Oxford, Miss., February 5, 1864.

Dear Sir : I take the liberty of addressing you, believing a com-
munication relative to the state of affairs in this department would
pi'ove interesting and perhaps of imjjortance. I .succeeded in bring-
ing oat of West Tennessee ;j,100 troops, and have since received sev-
eral hundred more. I regret, however, to state that the difficulties

attending organizing regiments by consolidating the odds and ends
of paper commands into full regiments have caused quite a number
of disaffected officers and men to run away. Having also to leave
West Tennessee at very short notice, and unexpectedly to many of
the men, they were illy supplied with clothing and blankets, which
has contributed in some measure to cause desertion. I have, never-
theless, 3,000 new troops, and hope soon to do good service with them.
The enemy have evacuated Corinth and the Memphis and Charles-

ton Railroad as far west as Germantown, and I have ordered the de-
struction of the road from Corinth to La Grange. The advance of
the enemy on Jackson, Miss., anJ up Yazoo River rendered it neces-
sary to withdraw my command south of the Tallahatchie River in
order to co-operate with Major-General Lee, should it be necessary

;

otherwise the destruction of that road would have been continued
farther west. This step, whenever it can be accomplished, is neces-
sary in order to prevent its reoccupation by the enemy, and to keep open
communication with West Tennessee, in which there are at this time
provisions sufficient to subsist an army of 20,000 men for six months.
Tlie people of West Tennessee generally arewloyal to the South, and
whenever circumstances will admit of it I expect to re-enter it, and am
confident I shall be able to raise and organize at least four more full regi-

ments of troops. I regret, however, to state that the people of North
Mississippi and the counties adjacent to the Mississippi River are
much demoralized by the cotton trade carried on with the enemy.
Have endeavored as far as possible to break up all communication
with the enemy, seizing all the cotton found in transifn. confiscating

wagons and teams, and placing the parties under liiiavy penal bonds



Chap. XLIV.] THE >[K1;TDTAN EXPEDITION. 347

not to repeat the offense or hold any communication with the enemy
or traffic with citizens inside of their military lines. As soon as the
roads through the bottoms will permit the moving of troops and
artillery, I hope to operate successfully against the boats navigating
the Mississippi River. At present it is impracticable.
You ai'e no doubt fully posted as to the movements of the enemy

from Vicksburg and the Yazoo River against Jackson. My scouts,
who have been on the river ever since the movement began, report
that up to the 3d instant thirty-four transports loaded with troops
have passed Friar's Point, going down. Estimated strength, 13,000.
They have evacuated Fort Pillow and Columbus, and, except around
Memphis, West Tennessee is almost entirely clear of Federal troops.
With an earnest desire to place in the service every available man

in the department assigned me, and to secure as far as in ray power
tlie subsistence now in West Tennessee so much needed by the army,

I am, Mr. President, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. B. FORREST,

Major-General, Commanding.
Hon. Jefferson Davis,

President, Richmond, Va.

[First indorsement.]

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office,
MarcJi, 9, 1864.

Respectfully referred to General Bragg.
The Cavalry Department of West Tennessee and North Mississippi

is not known at this office. North Mississippi and West Tennessee
are within the limits of General Polk's cominand.
By order Adjutant and Inspector General

:

H. L. CLAY,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Second indorsement.]

Headquarters Armies Confederate States,
Richmond, March 16, 1864.

Respectfully returned.
An inspection of this command has been ordered.

GEORGE WM. BRENT,
Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

For GENERAL BRAGG.

Oxford, February 10, 1864r—1 p. m.
(Received Meridian, 11th.)

Fifteen hundred infantry and 300 cavalry came out as far as Sena-
tobia. Colonel McCuUoch met and drove them back to Hickahale.
I think this only a feint. Their real move is to g^ from Collierville

to Pontotoc and strike the Prairies and Mobile and Ohio Road. Am
preparing to meet that move as best I can. They have about 10,000
cavalry and mounted infantry. Smith's Dutch brigade from Colum-
bus passed SomerVllle on the 7th, going in direction of Memphis

;

mounted recently in West Tennessee.
N. B. FORREST,

Major- General.
Lieutenant-General Polk.
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Oxford, Miss.,

February 11, 1864—10 p. m.

My scouts report a large force of cavalry and mounted infantry

crossing Coldwater and moving toward Holly Springs from Byhalia.

N. B. FORREST,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-General Polk,
Meridian {care Lieutenant Otey).

OxFOKD, February 11, 1864.

Letters per Lieutenant Otey received. Enemy 5 miles from By-
halia, moving east. I am concentrating all my force at this place
except Forrest's brigade, at Grenada, and two regiments left to

guard the Tallahatchie from Abbeville to Panola. Another column
of the enemy will no doubt move from Collierville via Salem and
Ripley, their destination said to [be the] Prairies and junction with
Sherman. Their force is twelve regiments of cavalry and mounted
infantry.
On the 4th, the Second Brigade, of the Twelfth Army Corps,

passed down the river, reporting the whole corps on the way from
Chattanooga for Vicksburg. Two hundred pack-mules were sent
from Memphis to Germantown on the 7th. My force will be ready
to move from here to-morrow morning.

Lieutenant-General Polk.

N. B. FORREST,
Major- General.

Oxford, Miss.,
February 12, 1864.

Yazoo too low for gun-boats to get up far. About 12,000 cavalry
and mounted infantry in my front. Expect they will attempt cross-

ing Tallahatchie to-morrow. If I find they do not make a move
toward Okolona and I cannot prevent their crossing, will fall back to
Grenada.

N. B. FORREST,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-General Polk. - ;

(Care Lieutenant Otey.)

Headquarters,
Grenada, Miss., February 14, 1864

—

2 p. m.
(Received Gainesville, Ala., 4.45 p. m., 15th.)

I am to-day falling back from Oxford and the line of the Talla-
hatchie River to this place. I have skirn^shed with the enemy
from Panola to mouth of Tippah River. Their forces are moving
to my right, crossing Tippah to-day 10 miles above its mouth on the
road to New Albany. I am of opinion the larger portion of their
forces will meve via Pontotoc to Houston or Okolona and thence
southward. Their forces are variously estimated at twenty-seven
to thirty-one regiments cavalry and one brigade of infantry, thirteen
pieces of artillery. From the best information I can get from
scouts and other sources, I think they have 10,000 to 12,000 cavalry.
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Colonel Forrest's and General Chalmers' brigades move this evening
to Houston. I have ordered all the balance of my forces to concen-
trate here, and will follow to West Point with all my forces to-mor-
row. Watch your right wing closely, and have General Lee's forces
in position to co-operate with me. In the event the enemy proves
too strong for me I shall fall back in the enemy's front toward Me-
ridian, in case I am forced to fall back at all.

Yours,
N. B. FORREST,

Major- General.
Lieut. Gen. L. Polk.

Headquarters,
Grenada, 3Iiss., February 14, 1864—8 p. m.
(Received Gainesville, Ala., 10.15 p. m., 15th.)

General Smith, with 10,000 mounted infantry and cavalry and
thirty-one pieces artillery, passed Holly Springs on the evening of the
12th, going in direction of Beck's Spring and New Albany. Col-

onel Forrest's brigade, with battery, left here at 2 p. m. for West
Point. Brigadier-General Chalmers, with Colonel McCuUoch's bri-

gade and battery of mountain howitzers, left Oxford at 4 o'clock

this evening, moving in same direction. Richardson's and Bell's

brigades, with two batteries, will leave here to-morrow evening at 4
o'clock, following Colonel Forrest. Lieut. Col. A. H. Forrest is on
tiie Yazoo River with one regiment fighting gun-boats and trans-

ports. Gun-boats checked ; transports moving down river. I will

leave a force at this place. Look out for enemy. They may get

ahead of me and attempt to gain your rear and cut railroad. Send
force up the road to meet them if they can be spared. Think I can
make West Point by morning of 19th.

Lieutenant-General Polk,
Meridian, Miss.

N. B. FORREST,
Major- General.

Grenada, February 15, 1804.

(Via Macon, io p. ra., 17th.)

My scoiits report the enemy, 10,000 strong, crossing at Now Albfiuy

on 13th and 14th with thirty pieces of avtiuevf. I fear they are ahead
of me. General Chalmers' brigade is moving to Houston from
Oxford. Colonel Forrest's brigade left here yesterday, and I think

will roach West Point by 8 a. m. to-morrow. 1 move from here

with Bell's and Richardson's brigades at 4 o'clock in the morning,
and will endeavor to fall in about Starkvillii.

N. B. FORREST,
Major-General.

Lieutenant-General Polk, »

(Care Maj. A. M. Paxton.)

Hdqes. S.tarkville, February 18, 1864—4 p. m.
(Received Gainesville, Ala., via Artcsia, 10th.)

I have just arrived here. Have not more than 40 I'ounds of

ammunition to the man. All my artillery will be here to-night, but

the horses have been pulled through the mud and are in a broken-
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down condition. If po.ssible, send me some small-arms ammunition,
caliber .54. The enemy is reported moving from Houston in this

direction, but 1 am of opiiuon if they find out we are here that they

will mo^'e by Greonsb(jrough. At any rate, if they are not too strong

will meet and fight them. Have offered them battle two ov three

t imes. and they arc evidently trying to dodge around. If I find them
too strong will fall back in the direction of Macon, advising you of

the fact.
" Have three brigades here, Avith all my artillery. McCul-

loch's brigade is 25 miles north of this. I think the enemy are fully

posted of our movements, as several men [who had] been questioned

by our scouts have run off and no doubt fully posted the enemy of

our position, force, &c. I am ready to obey any orders you may
give, and would like to be kept fully advised of your position, &c.,

and if the enemy is too strong will so move as to be enabled, Avith

the assistance you may give, to meet and fight them. Have just

learned tliat General Clark, or Governor Clark, has some ammuni-
tion, caliber .54. Cannot some of it—say 50,000 rounds—be sent uji

<jn hand-cars to Artesia ? I can get along with that amount, having
plenty for all other arms except the Austrian rifles and Sharps
rifles. The ammunition, I understand, is at Macon or Columbus.
Have an operator with me, and think it Avould be well to oj-en tele-

graphic communication with you. Will send my operator to Artesia
to-night to fit up an office at that place. If you can establish an
otfice it will greatly facilitate communication.

And I am, general, very resTJectfuUy, your obedient servant,
N. B. FOEREST,

Major- General.
Major-General Lee.

Headquaeters,
Starl'ville, Miss., February 26, 1864.

General : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your letter

of 20th instant, and am under many obligations for the ordnance
stores and train sent to Gainesville. I am also gratified at being
able to say that yoi;r wishes in regard to the enemy's forces under
Generals Smith and Grierson are realized—at least to the extent of

defeat and utter rout. We met them on Sunday morning last at

Ellis' Bridge, or Sakatonchee Ci'eek, 3 miles south of West Point,
in front of which Colonel Forrest's brigade was posted to prevent
the enemy from crossing. After "a brisk engagement of an hour
and a half the enemy retired toward West Point. It was not my
intention to attack them or bring on a general engagement, but to

develop their strength, position, and movements. I moved forward
with my escort and a portion of Faulkner's Kentucky regiment and
found the enemy had begun a systematic retreat, and being unwill-
ing they should leave the country without a fight, ordered the ad-
vance of my column. Will forward a detailed official report as
soon as reports from brigade commanders ar^ received.

It is sufficient for me to say here that with 2,500 men the enemy,
numbering from 6,000 to 7,000 strong, were driven from West Poiiit

to within 10 miles of Pontotoc in two days. All his efforts to check
onr advance failed, and his forces at last fled utterly defeated and
deinoralized, leaving 6 pieces of artillery, 100 killed, over 100 prison-

ers, and wounded estimated at 300 or 0A'"er. The seriously wounded,
about 50 in number, fell into our hands. They took in their retreat

everv carriage, byggy, cartj and wagon along tUe road to rppiovfi
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their killed aud wounded officers, and all their slif,'htly wounded, ac-

cording to report of citizens, were moved in front with their i)ack train.

Our loss is about 35 killed, T5 woiinded, and probably 8 or 10 cap-
tured.
Among the killed are my brother. Col. Jeff. E. Forrest, command-

ing brigade ; Lieutenant-Colonel Barkadale, commanding George's
regiment, and several other officers whose names are not:no\t remem-
bered.

It affoi'ds me pleasure to mention the fortitiide and gallantry dis-

])layed by the troops engaged, especially the new troops from West
Tennessee, who, considering their want of drill, discipline, and ex-

perience, behaved handsomely, and the moral effect of tlieir victory
over the best cavalry in the Federal service will toll in their future
operations against the enemy, inspiring tliem with courage and con-
fidence ii] their ability to whip them again. Considering the dis-

parity in numbers, discipline, and drill, I consider it one of the
most complete victories that have occurred since the war began.
After the enemy succeeded in reaching the hills between Okolona

and Pontotoc, the resistance of the enemy was obstinate, compelling
me frequently to dismount my advance to drive them from favorable
positions defended by the broken condition of the country. About
300 men of the Second Tennessee Cavalry, under Colonel Barteau,
and the Seventh Teimessee Cavalry, Colonel Duckworth, received

the repeated charges of seven regiments of the enemy in open ground,
drove them back time after time, finally driving them from the field,

capturing three stand of colors and another piece of their artillery.

A great deal of the fighting was almost hand to hand, and the only
way I can account for our small loss is the fact that we kept so close

to them that the enemy overshot our men. Owing to the broken
down and exhausted condition of men and horses, and being almost
out of ammunition. I was compelled to stop pursuit.

Major-General Gholson arrived during Monday night, and his

command, being comparatively fresh, continued the pursuit, and
Avhen last heard from was still driving the enemy, capturing horses

and prisoners. The enemy had crossed the Tallahatchie River on
tlie night of the 2:Jd, burning the bridge behind them at New Albany
and ittreating rapidly toward Memplus, with Gholson still in pursuit.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. B. FORREST,
^ •» Major-General.

Lieut. Gen. L. Polk.

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry Department,
Columhufi, Miss., Marcli S, 1801.

Colonel : I have the honor to submit the following report of the

movements and operations of my command against the Federal forces

under command of General Sniith, in the engagements of the 20th,

21st. and 22d ultimo :

*

Learning on the 14tli ultimo, at Oxford, that the enemy was moving
in heavy force in the direction of Pontotoc, and believing his desti-

nation to be the Prairies, and from thence a junction with Sherman,

I withdrew all my forces from the Tallahatchie and Yazoo Rivers

and moved rapidly to Starkville, which place I reached on the even-

ing of the 18th ultimo.

On the VMh. the enemy were reported at Okolona, but his move-
pients or iiitendecl c(>'arse svas not developed, and fearing he might
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cross the Tombigbee, I ordered Bell's brigade to Columbus and also

dispatched General Ruggles to use all his effective force to prevent

them from doing so. At the same time ordered Brigadier-General

Chalmers, commanding division, to send Forrest's brigade to Aber-
deen, or in that direction, to meet and ascertain the movements of

the enemy; and also with McCuUoch's brigade of his division, and
Richardson's brigade, under Colonel Neely, to move out to West
Point, leaving General Richardson at Starkville in command of all

the dismounted men of the command to protect my wagon train, and
send out scouts in the direction of Houston in order to give tiniely

notice should the enemy divide his forces and move in that direction.

On the morning of the 20th, Colonel Forrest met the enemy in force

and fell back toward West Point, skirmishing with them, but avoid-

ing an engagement. In repelling their attacks he lost 2 men killed

and several wounded and captured. I moved over to his assistance

with General Chalmers and his remaining brigade, taking with me
also Richardson's brigade and two batteries of artillery, joining Col-

onel Forrest within 3 miles of West Point. Finding the enemy in

heavy force, and having been informed that General Lee was mov-
ing to my assistance, and desiring to delay a general engagement as

long as possible, I determined at once to withdraw my forces south
of Sakatonchee Creek, which I did, carajjing a portion of them
near Ellis' Bridge and the remainder at Siloam. After crossing the
river a courier reported the enemy as having crossed the river 8 miles
above Ellis' Bridge, destroying mills and taki]ig horses and negroes.

With five companies of Faulkner's regiment and my escort I moved
rapidly to the point, clearly designated by the smoke of the burning
mill, gained the bridge, and succeeded in capturing the squad, which
proved to be a lieutenant and 33 privates of the Fourth Regulars, U.
S. Cavalry. Feariug the enemy might attempt to cross at the upper
bridge during the night, I ordered its destruction and concentrated
my force at Ellis' Bridge, 3 miles from West Point. This bridge I

determined, if possible, to defend and preserve, because it was neces-

sary in the event we could drive back the enemy to use it in advanc-
ing on them ; and had I allowed the enemy to cross it and then
succeeded in driving them back they would have burned it behind
them, rendering pursuit impossible without heading the stream.
During the night all was quiet. On Sunday morning, the 31 st. tlie

vedettes and pickets were driven in, and the enemy reported advanc-
ing from West Point in full forc^. 'l had ordered Genor;il Cliaimers
to dismount his division, throwing Ff)rreHt's brigade acrf)SK the creek
in front of the bridge, while McCulloeh's brigade took possession of
the south bank of the stream to supi'ort Colonel Fori'cst and protect
him in the event he was compelled to retire and recross the stream.
Dispatches were sent lo General Ricliardson tf) nu)ve up ail his force
to the bridge across Line Crook, 8 miles of Starkville and 4 miles in
my rear ; iilso to Cok)iiel Bartoau to move across the Tombigbee, to
keej) on the flank, and, if jiossible, to gain the enemy's rear. I or-

dered Colonel Neely to move his (Richardson's) brigade at once, and
to guard all the ferries and fords across Tibbee River from themouth
of Line Creek to Tibbee Station, sending Major-General Gholson with
the' State forces under his command to Palo Alto to watch any move-
ment of the Snemy from the direction of Houston. In making these
necessary dispositions my effective force in front of the enemy was
reduced to Chalmers' division, my escort, and two batteries. The
enemy attacked Colonel Forrest at 8 o'clock, and after a fight of two
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hours were repulsed with considerable loss. The hastily-improvised
breast-works of rails and logs thrown up by Colonel Forrest greatly
protected his men, and our casualties during this light were 7 men
wounded.
As the enemy withdrew I followed them with my escort and a

Kortion of Faulkner's regiment, mounted ; also with a section of
[orton's battery, supported by a regiment from McCulloch's brigade

on foot. Our advance at first was necessarily slow and cautious. I
soon ascertained, after a few well-directed shots from our artillery,
that the enemy had begun a rapid and systematic reti-eat, and dashed
on after them, sending back orders to General Chalmers to send for-
ward to me, as rapidly as possible, 2,000 of his best mounted men and
Hoole's battery of mountain howitzers. I soon came on their rear
guard, charged it with my escort and Faulkner's command, and
drove it before me. They made several stands, but Colonel McCul-
loch, with his brigade, having caught up, we continued to charge
and drive them on, killing and wounding 15 or 20 of them and cap-
turing a number of prisoners.
Night came on, and we kept so close to the enemy that my men

mistook each other for the enemy and fired a volley at each other,
without, however, doing any damage. Fearing a recurrence of such
mistakes, and considering the great risk necessarily incurred in fol-

lowing and fighting a superior force after dark, ' I determined to
encamp for the night and resume the chase at daylight next morning.
Early next morning, the column moved forward, taking a different

road. With my escort I came upon and charged the enemy 4 miles
from Okolona, and drove their rear guard into town, when I found
them drawn up in line of battle and apparently awaiting our arrival.

Colonel Barteau, with Bell's brigade, had also reached Okolona, and
was in line of battle awaiting the arrival of the balance of my forces.

Leaving my escort in line as skirmishers, with my staff I made a
circuit around the town, took command of Bell's brigade, and ad-

vanced upon them. They received us with a volley and charged
with yells, but were handsomely repulsed in the open field and
forced to retreat, which they did rapidly and in confusion, using
every exertion to check pursuit by ambuscading and forming regi-

ments on either side of the road, who would fire and retreat succes-

sively Before attempting or being able to make a stand of any
kind they were crowded so closely that they cut out the horses and
abandoned five pieces of artillery (somffof* the pieces spiked), and
gaining tlie broken and hilly country on the Pontotoc road their

resistance became more stubborn. They had every advantage in

selecting position, and to drive and dislodge them I was comjjelled

to dismoiint the most of my command, and fought the last 9 miles
on foot. About 6 miles from Okolona they formed and awaited us,

making a determined stand, McCulloch's and Forrest's brigades both
arriving with Hoole's battery. After a short but obstinate resistance

the enemy gave way. v
In this engagement Colonel Forrest was killed while rallying' and

leading his men. In a few miles they again formed, and having
dismounted a portion of their men and made breast-works of the
fences on each side of the road, they were with some difficulty and
hard fighting compelled again to retire. In driving them at this

point, Lieutenant-Colonel Barksdale, coinmanding Fifth Mississippi

Regiment, fell mortally wounded.

23 K R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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Ten miles from Pontotoc they made a last and final effort to check
pursuit, and from their preparations, numbers, and advantageous
position no doubt indulged tlie hope of success. They had formed
in three lines across a large field on the left of the road, but which a
tiwn in the road made it directly in our front. Their lines were at

intervals of several hundred paces, and the rear and second lines

longer than the first. As the advance of my column moved up they
opened on us with artillery. My ammunition was nearly exhausted,
and I knew that if we faltered they would in turn become the attack-

ing party, and that disaster might follow. Many of my men were
broken down and exhausted with clambering the hills on foot and
fighting almost constantly for the last 9 miles. I determined, there-

fore, relying upon the bravery and courage of the few men I had up,

to advance to the attack. As we moved up, the whole force charged
down at a gallop, and I am proud to say that my men did not dis-

appoint me. Standing firm, they repulsed the grandest cavalry
charge I ever witnessed. The Second and Seventh Tennessee drove
back the advance line, and as it wheeled in retreat i)oured upon
them a destructive fire. Each successive line of the enemy shared
the same fate and fled the field in dismay and confusion, and losing

another piece of artillery, and leaving it strewn with dead and
wounded men and horses.

Half of my command were out of ammunition, the men and
horses exhausted and worn down with two days' hard riding and
fighting, night was at hand, and further pursuit impossible.
Major-General Gholson arrived during the night. His command

was small, but comparatively fresh. I ordered him to follow on the
next morning and press them across the Tallahatchie. Having re-

ceived no official report from him, I cannot give any details of his

pursuit after them.
Considering the disparity in numbers and equipments, I regard

the defeat of this force, consisting as it did of the best, cavalry in
tlie Federal army, as a victory of which all engaged in it may
justly feel proud. It has given, for a time at least, peace and
security to a large scope of rich country whose inhabitants antici-

pated and expected to be overrun, devastated and laid waste, and
its moral effect upon the raw, undisciplined and undrilled troops of

tlus command is in value incalculable. It has inspired them with
courage and given them confidence in themselves and their com-
manders. Although many of thenvw#re but recently organized,
they fought with a courage and daring worthy of veterans.

I herewith transmit you a list of casualties, which, under all the
circumstances, is small, and especially so when compared with tliat

of the enemy.
The killed and wounded of the enemy who fell into our hands

amounts to over 100. We captured C pieces of artillery, 3 stand of

colors, and 1G3 prisoners. By pressing every horse, buggy, carriage,

and vehicle along the road Ihey were enabled to take off all their

wounded, except those severely or mortally w?>unded, and it is but
reasonable to suppose and a low estimate to place their loss in killed,

wounded, and missing at SOO.

My force in the fight did not exceed 2,500 men, while that of the
enemy was twenfy-seven regiments of cavalry and mounted infantry,

estimated at 7,000 strong.
I regret the loss of some gallant officers. The loss of my brother.

Col. J. E. Forrest, is deeply felt by his brigade as well as myself,

and it is but just to say that for sobriety, ability, prudence, and
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bravery he had no superior of his age. Lieutenant-Colonel Barks-
dale -was also a brave and gallant man, and his loss fell heavily on the
regiment he commanded, as it was left now without a field oflBcer.

I desire to testify my appreciation of the skill and ability of Col-
onels McCuUoch, Russell, and Duckworth, commanding brigades.
Colonel McCulloch, although wounded on the evenilig of the 23d,
continued in command. Colonel Eussell assumed command of Bell's
brigade after the injury to Colonel Barteau, and Colonel Duckworth
took command of Forrest's brigade after Colonel Forrest fell on the
morning of the 22d ultimo.

I have formally congratulated and returned my thanks to the offi-

cers and troops of my command for their gallant and meritorious
conduct ; for their energy, endurance, and courage, and it would
afford me pleasure to mention individual instances of daring and
dash which came under my own observation but for fear of doing
apparent injustice to others who in other parts of the field perhaps
did as well.

My escort deserves especial mention: Commanded by Lieut.
Thomas S. Tate on the 21st, and by its commander. Captain Jack-
son, on the 22d, its battle-flag was foremost in the fray, sustaining
its reputation as one of the best fighting cavalry companies in the
service. I also desire to acknowledge, as I have often done before,
my indebtedness to Maj. J. P. Strange, my assistant adjutant-gen-
eral ; Capt. Charles W. Anderson, my aide-de-camp, and Lieutenant
Tate, assistant inspector-general, for prompt and faithful services
rendered in the delivery and execution of all my orders on the field.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
N. B. FORREST,

Major- General.
[Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Jack,

Assistant Adjutant-General.'\

Seturn of casualties in Forrest's cavalry in the engagements of February 30, 31,

and 23, 1864.

[Compiled from nominal list.]
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ADDENDA.

Special Oedees, ) Headquaetees,
No. 63. f DemopoUs, Ala., March 3, 1864.*******

X. The lieutenant-general commanding takes pleasure in congrat-
ulating the of&cers and men of the commands of Major-General Lee
and Major-General Forrest upon the brilliant and successful cam-
paign just closed. It marks an era in this war full of hojior to our
arms and calculated to teach a useful lesson to our . enemies. They
came by thousands with glistening bayonets and confident of their

strength. Their proclaimed and boasted object was to overrun and
desolate our country, if not to strike a death-blow to our cause.

They have been forced to return, beaten and distracted and pursued
by our cavalry. Their retreating columns may be tracked by their
dead and their lost arms and equipments. The lieutenant-general
commanding tenders his thanks and the thanks of his countrymen
to Generals Lee and Forrest and the gallant spirits who follow them
for the glorious results which have crowned their efforts, fully vin-
dicating as they do the cavalry arm of the sei'vice and entitling it to
the confidence and respect of all patriots.

By command of Lieutenant-Gene lal Polk

:

THOS. M. JACK,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

CiRCULAE.] Hdqks. Foeeest's Cavaley Department,
Columbus, March 11, 1864.

The major-general commanding desires to return his thanks and
acknowledgments to the officers and men of his command for their
recent gallant and meritorious conduct in defeating and routing the
largest, most carefully selected, and best equipped cavalry and
mounted infantry command ever sent into the field by the enemy.
And it affords him both pleasure and pride to say that"by your abil-

ity, unflinching bravery, and endurance, a force three times your
oAvn was defeated, routed, demoralized, and driven from the coun-
try, his plans frustrated, his ends unaccomplished, and his forces
cut to pieces. Thus by your valor and conrage you have given safety
and security to the homes and firesides of the defenseless and help-
less inhabitants of the country, whose grateful acknowledgments
are showered upon you and whose prayers daily and nightly ascend
to heaven for your future prosperity and success.
The major-general commanding deplores the loss of some of his

bravest officers and men. They have fallen in the discharge of their
duty as soldiers and patriots, and have yielded up their lives in de-
fense of all that man holds dear. He desires that you cherish their
memory, emulate their example, and achieve your independence or
perish in the attempt.
In conclusion, the major-general commanding desires to say that

all who were engag«id may feel justly proud of their participation
in a victory so pregnant with disaster to the enemy and so glorious
in its results to our cause, and which has delivered a grateful people
from that oppression, devastation, and destruction which follows the
footsteps of a dastardly and brutal foe.
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By your past conduct and heroism he confidently relies upon and
predicts your future success in whipping the enemy wherever you
meet them.
By command of Maior-General Forrest

:

J. P. STRANGE,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. Co.

Reports of Mqj. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, C. S. Army, of operations

against expedition to Meridian.

Near Bolton,
February 4, 1864—2.56 p. m.

Enemy are advancing cautiously on Raymond and Clinton road
in line of battle ; also on road from Messinger's Ferry to Queen's
Hill ; now near Queen's Hill. General Ross repulsed enemy with
heavy loss at 5 yesterday evening. Enemy leaving large numbers
of dead on the field ; had apparently drawn off for night. Their

object seems to be Jackson. On this [side] of Big Black they all

have twenty days' rations, so prisoners say. Have had 6 killed so

far, and heavy skirmishing gomg on.^ ^ =. « g P LEE,
Major-Gene ral.

Colonel Young.

Nine Miles beyond Clinton,
February 4, 1864—4 p. m.

The enemy has advanced slowly in line to-day. Severe skirmish-

ing during day. His force numbers at least 15,000 men, mostly

infantry. There is also force of enemy advancing from Messinger's

Ferry via Queen's Hill. His intention seems to be to move on

Clinton and Jackson. Our loss is about 10 killed; a good many
wounded, among the number several officers, including the gallant

Major Bridges. Unable to tell the force on Queen's Hill and Clinton

road yet. Adams' brigade has done the fighting and acted gallantly.

General Ross, of the Texas brigade, made a most gallant fight yes-

terday evening on the Yazoo, fought the enemy on foot with

pistols at 13 paces, repulsing them with severe loss, enemy leav-

ing killed and wounded in our hands. Heavy and continuous firmg

heard on the Yazoo to-day. No report from Ross as yet.

S. D. LEE,
Major-General.

Maj. Gen. S. G. French.

(Copy sent to Generals Polk, Loring, an^ Forrest.)

Near Culltjm's, Canton and Jackson Road,
Fehrnary 6, 1864—C p. m.

General: Your note of 10.30 is received. The enemy are ad-

vancing on me from Jackson ; their cavalry is 5 miles out. My
command is concentrated here and at Madison Station. I will not
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send jovL a regiment, as Wilbonrn's regiment is at Brandon and I

sent a squadron to General French. I will change the route of the

trains to Morton, and will come to your assistance if the enemy pur-

sue you. He has two full corps, numbering 25,000 or 30,000 men, so

all the prisoners state, and my observation confirms it. Tliey have
a pontoon train. I will try and protect the Central road and the
country from cavalry raids, and as soon as a little rested will move
to the rear of enemy as the cavalry is coming in on this route. In-

fantry is also reported as coming in this direction behind their cav-
alry. There are exaggerated reports as to my loss yesterday. My
men did good fighting, but was compelled to withdraw a brigade
rapidly, separating it from me in front, which gave rise to the
rumor. My loss so far is about 130 killed and wounded. The
infantry of [the] enemy entered the city with my rear guard at

dark. I lost one piece of artillery which was moving to the rear
for ammunition, and captured by a regiment of cavalry about dark.
Please inform General Polk. Heavy firing on Yazoo yesterday.
Have not heard from Ross.

Yours, respectfully,

S. D. LEE,
Major- General.

[General Loring ?]

Hdqrs. on Road, 25 Miles from Garlandville,
February ]0, 1864—12 m.

General : Yoiir dispatch of yesterday morning relative to cov-
ering the Mobile and Ohio Railroad was received last night at 9 p.
m. , and I started with two brigades at 1 a. m. Ferguson has one-
half of the cavalry in front of the enemy, and can cover Hillsbor-
ough and Newton and watch the railroad near Meridian. I will be
near Garlandville to-night. Am now feeding and resting for two
hours. I have no cavalry in rear of enemy now. Ross ought to be
up in three days. I think I will order him to remain in rear on the
railroad. Regret you were not able to fight this single column, as I

fear there will be two at Mobile. The intention of the enemy, I

think, is to go to Meridian first. He may then turn toward Mo-
bile (but I doubt it) soon after he reaches Meridian. I think a
large column of cavalry is coming down the Mobile and Ohio Rail-
road, which will unite with Sherman at Meridian. There is little

opportunity to do much with the enemy 6t\ the march. He moves
in perfect order, with every precaution. Each brigade has its train
behind it, and flankers out. A battery acconipanies each brigade,
and they have a large amount of artillery. Their force certainly
does not exceed 30,000. Lieutenant Harvey, my most reliable
scout, who has been watching them since leaving Big Black, thinks
it does not exceed 25,000. I would like to know your wishes in re-

gard to my cavalry. Should the enemy move toward Mobile, there
will be great difficulty in subsisting it. The enenay have destroyed
the railroad wherever it has been convenient for them. Jackson
came from Brandon yesterday to Pelahatchie. Picked up some
prisoners—6 deserters from our army going with Yankee passes.

Yours, respectfully,
S. D. LEE,

Major-General.
Lieutenant-General Polk.

,
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Four Miles from Newton,
Hillsborough and Garlandville Road, Feb. 11, 1804—3.30 p. m.
General : I may have reported enemy on the south of railroad,

as it was the main stage road to Morton, but never reported them
bearing do^n on Mobile to General Loring. The enemy went above
railroad at Morton toward Hillsborough. Their cavalry (about 100)
were in Lake this morning, burning it. Is possible the enemy may
be on the Hillsborough and Garlandville road above railroad ; they
are not south. It has never been my opinion so far that the enemy
would move on Mobile before going to Meridian. Will cover Mo-
bile and Ohio Railroad.

Yours, respectfully,

S. D. LEE,
Major-General.

Lieutenant-General Polk.

Headquarters,
Five Miles South of Lake Station, February 11, 1864.

General : I send you an extract of a letter from Dr. Buck, one of
the most reliable citizens of Jackson. He writes

:

The army of Sherman numbers at least 40,000 (certainly not over 45,000), 2,500 of
whom are mounted. They are perfectly and comijletely appointed in every respect.

This column, in my opinion, is the right wing of Grant's army, and if it can be de-
stroyed will defeat tlie last and ablest effort of the Yankees to subjugate the South.
If they succeed, I dare not look at the probable future.

I have heard nothing from my scouts this morning. The enemy
seem to have slackened in their march. I have scouts watching
their movements closely, and will report as soon as I hear from
them. I have ordered Ferguson back to Newton, as I am now in

position to meet enemy in this direction.

Yours, respectfuUv,
S. D. LEE,

Major- General.
Lieutenant-General Polk.

Meridian.

P. S.—The enemy were not at Forest last night, nor at Lake.
They must have taken the Hillsbor<5ugfi road at Morton, and are

either following Loring or are on the Hillsborough and Garlandville
road. Ferguson is near Garlandville. I have ordered him toward
Newton and to get in front of the enemy.

S. D. LEE,
Major-General.

-4. Newton,
February 11, 18G4—fi.30 p. m.

Am now at this point. Have sent Ferguson to get in front of

enemy on Hillsborough and Decatur road. The enemy are evidently

on that road and moving on Meridian. Please notify me when and
where you expect to fight, that I may have a hand at proper time.

Never reported to General Loring, at Morton, that it was my opinion
the enemy were south of the railroad and bearing on Mobile. Have
examined my letters. I suggested the iiossibility, and stated that I
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sent Ferguson to cover his front and the Mobile and Ohio Eailroad.
This was sent from Smith's Ferry when he should' have known
more of enemy than myself. Will keep office oi^en all night.

Enemy's cavalry have left Lake in direction of Hillsborough.
S. D. LEE,

Major-General.
Lieut. Gen. L. Polk.

Nev^ton, February 11, 1864.

Colonel Maxwell, commanding regiment of cavalry, reports from
near Decatur at 5 p. m. that the enemy crossed at creek where bridge
was burned about 10 a. m. to-day, and will encamp 4 miles west of
Decatur to-night. General Loring reports having trouble with the
roads, and as having been delayed by them. Scouts report the
enemy's scouts 6 miles west of Decatur, on the Hillsborough road.
The following is the note of Colonel Maxwell

:

Headquarters Ballentine's Regiment Cavalry,
Four and a half Miles East of Decatur—5 p. m.

Since writing to General Loring tliis morning I find that the enemy are still ad-
vancing on this road. They Ts-ill encamp to-night about 4 miles west of Decatur.
I was led to believe this morning that they had left this road, as my scouts went to
the creek where they came to on yesterday and found none at that point, and so
reported to me. After remaining there some time, the enemy made their appear-
ance and commenced crossing (this creek is some 13 miles from Decatur) about 10
a. m. to-day.

W. L. MAXWELL,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Covimanding.

S. D. LEE,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-General Polk.

Newton, February 12, 1864—1.45 a. m.
Yours of 10 p. m. received. Adams' brigade is here. Starke's

brigade 4 miles from here, south. Ferguson is now in front of
enemy on Decatur road. Have not heard from Ross since sending
my order for liim to join me. Expect him in about three days.
You order me to concentrate my command. Did you intend me to
order Ferguson from where he is ? 1 presiime you "did not, and will
not order him till I hear from you. The other two brigades are to-
gether, or only a few miles apart. I need about 300 horses for dis-
mounted men ; 200 were killed in recent fights. Some dismounted
men are with train at or near Meridian. Waties' battery needs 100
horses badly to mount his men and rej^lace broken-down horses.
He needs forty saddles, bridles, &c. Colonel Perrin, with Fergu-
son, has no cartridge-boxes. Please answer as to horses and as to
Ferguson leaving his position and joining m§.

S. D. LEE,
3Iajor- General.

Lieuteuant-General Polk.

Newton, February 12, 1864.

Have ordered Waties' battery to Enterprise, as horses and men
are bioken down. Please send horses for him there. I move on
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Decatur in half hour to attack enemy this evening, as he evinces no
disposition as yet to cut Mobile and Ohio Railroad. Leave operator
here.

S. D. LEE,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-General Polk.

Newton, February 13, 18G4.

The enemy commenced moving through Decatur early this morn-
ing. Are now moving to that point.

S. D. LEE,
Major- General.

General Polk.

Newton, February 12, 1864.

Made a dash at the enemy at Decatur this p. m. Their column
was well closed and guarded. About twenty wagons were disabled
by the mules being killed. Could not bring them off. The enemy
advanced in line five minutes after the dash. About 8 men were
killed and wounded. Will move between him and Chunky's to-mor-
row. The enemy were in Decatur at dark. They commenced
to pass at daylight this morning. Adams and Starke together
number only 1,300 men, effective.

S. D. LEE,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-General Polk.

Five Miles above Newton,
February 13, 1864—8 a. m.

Your dispatch of 5 a. m. received. Looking at the map, I could
not get between the enemy and Mobile and Ohio Railroad above
Meridian in time to prevent their striking the railroad if they in-

tend it, as their rear is now in Decatur and their advance must be 15

miles beyond. I do not credit the report of Major Steede. Their
force is on the Decatur and Meridian voaA. Will endeavor to exe-

cute your order by moving south of the Decatur and Meridian road
and cross in front "of enemy if necessary. Will move at once to a

point just north of Chunky's Station. Please send orders there.

Will have office at Newton kept open two hours to receive any dis-

patch from you. You can reach Ferguson more promptly than
I can. He could watch above.

S. D. LEE,
Major-General.

Lieutenant-General Polk.

Five Miles North of Newton,
February 13, 1804—8 a. m.

The enemy had a strong picket out from Decatur last night to-

ward Newton, and were firing volleys at imaginary objects all night.
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The dash of yesterday evening has alarmed them much. Their train

was passing till 1 a. m. this morning. Could you not impede their

advance hy felling trees in the Chunky bottom ? Have not re-

ceived your letter about offering battle.

S. D. LEE,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-General Polk.

On Road, February 13, 1864—9 a. m.
My command is now in motion for a point 4 miles north of Chunky's

Station. The detour above the Decatur and Meridian road would
have been too far. The enemy were passing through Decatur about
one hour ago. Thev are having trouble with the roads and bridges.

S. D. LEE,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-General Polk.

February 13, 1864—10 a. m.
General : I am at a loss as to my moves, not knowing what your

intention [is] as to offering battle, &c. I send Dr. Hicks, of my
staff, to see you and to rejoin me, and if you think proper you can
intrust a message to me by him. My command is much reduced by
the recent active service and long marches. The two brigades to-

gether do not number 1,400 (Adams' and Starke's). I think I could
do much to annoy enemy on march since my dash yesterday even-
ing, as they were much frightened by it. Will endeavor to get above
them if possible and between the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, but I
fear it is too late.

Yours, respectfully,

S. D. LEE,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-General Polk,
Meridian.

Chunky's Station,
^ I^hruary 13, 1864—6.30 p. m.

General : I am at this point feeding. Will have to go to Merid-
ian, as there is no road crossing Decatur and Meridian road from this
point over Chunky Hills in front of the enemy. Enemy's rear
guard was in Decatur at 10 to-day. Shall I come on to-night to get
above railroad, or can I attack enemy in flank to-morrow opposite
here ? All quiet in our rear to Big Black. Ross was at Sharon, near
Canton, night of 10th. Forrest reports on the 10th McCuUoch met
and drove back 1,500 infantry and 300 cavalry from above Senatobia

;

that four brigades of cavalry were at Collierville to move via Salem
and Pontotoc for the purpose of gaining our rear. I do not think
there is anything in Major Steede's report.

I am, general, yours, respectfully,

Lieutenant-General Polk,
Meridian.

S. D. LEE,
Major- General.
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P. S.—I send this by courier, as the telegraph is not working yet.

Tlie advance of the enemy was at Tallahatta Creek most of the
day, wliere they were repairing the bridge. I am cooking rations
liere, and am opposite their advance. A scout just from Decatur re-

ports rear guard of enemy (cavalry) in Decatur at 12.30 to-day. Can
you furnish any horses for dismounted men ? There are a number
of dismounted men in Meridian who might be mounted and sent out.

Yours, respectfully,

S. D. LEE,
Major-Oeneral.

Chunky's Station,
February 13, 1864.

General : I was compelled to send Waties' battery to the rear to

Enterprise, as horses and men were broken down. He had but 6

horses to a piece and his men on foot. I have but one section with
me. Would like to have a good battery, if possible, and the men
mounted. Croft's battery was loaned to Ferguson, and he sent it to

Meridian. Would like that battery to join also. I send this by an
officer, who will explain.

I am, general, yours, respectfully,

Lieutenant-General Polk,
Commanding.

S. D. LEE,
Major- General.

Alamutche, February 17, 1864—7.20 p. m.

Received your dispatch inclosing Forrest's telegrams. Jackson,

with Ross and Starke, is now in position on Mobile and Ohio Rail-

road, above Lauderdale Springs. Will move with Ferguson to-mor-

row morning, and Adams will follow. Will leave one regiment to

cover Demopolis. The enemy have been engaged tearing up rail-

road to-day above Meridian. Have not heard from below yet ; hope
to hear to-night. Enemy have as yet indicated no certain direction

from Meridian. Prisoners taken to-day say that talk in camp is

that thev are to return to Vicksburg. Willdispatch again to-night.

B. D. LEE,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-General Polk.

Seven Miles East of Laitdeedale Springs,
February 18, 1804—8.15 p. m.

I am here to-night. Will leave in the morning for Sc%oba Station.

Enemy still quietly encamped at Old Marion. Have not worked on
railroad to-day. They are evidently prepared for a move, but in

what direction I cannot say. There is at least a division there and
two regiments of cavalry. Have heard nothing from below Me-
ridian to-dav, nor from General Forrest.

S. D. LEE,
Major-General.

Lieut. Gen. L. Polk.
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Cuba, February 18, 1864—2.20 p. m.

The scouts report that the Demopolis Railroad is destroyed for
about 10 miles from Meridian. The Federals went back to Old
Marion last night, and the indications are that they are returning to
Meridian this morning. I have not been able to stop or hear of my
train for five days. If Major Quaite, quartermaster, and Captain
Clark, ordnance officer, are at Demopolis, please order ammunition
wagons, both artillery and small-arms, to vicinity of Scooba Station.

I need about 300 rounds of 3-inch rifle, and ammunition for shori

Enfield, Austrian, and Sharps rifles. Please send it if Clark has
not arrived. Captain Clark had to go by Enterprise, and left there
on morning of 15th for Demopolis. Colonel Perrin is left here. I

will remain here several hours to hear from you. Answer.
S. D. LEE,

Lieutenant-General Polk.
Majw-General.

Gainesville, February 20, 1864—9.30 a. m.
General : My command (two brigades with me) is moving towarc

Macon and will encamp 10 miles from there to-night. Jackson'
two brigades are at Macon this morning. Forrest is moving fron
Starkville toward Columbus this morning. Yankees were at Aber
deen yesterday evening. Should enemy cross and make for Selm;
I will intercept them if Forrest does not. You had better hav
Selma guarded. Colonel Perrin reports enemy had advanced oi

him up Demopolis Railroad and from Lauderdale Depot, still burn
ing railroad. Please order Major Quaite to keejj his train in a saf

place east of the Tombigbee. Have sent him orders ; he may not hav
received them. Forrest needs ammunition, caliber .54; at leaf

50,000 rounds. Can hear nothing of my ordnance train yet. Inclose
find latest from Forrest and Perrin. The command passed 8 milt
west of this place.

Yours, respectfully,

S. D. LEE,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-General Polk,
Demopolis.

Headquarters,
Macon, Miss., February 31, 1864.

Yours of 10 a. m. 20th just received. Forrest reports 20th, 8 p. m
his forces on south of the Sakatonchee, and thinks he can ho
them in check between that stream and the Tombigbee and avoid
general engagement a day and longer there, aii^ also at Line Cree
until I get up. The force of the enemy moved from Aberdeen
West Point yesterday. Their force is 6,000 or 8,000, under Genei
Smith. Two of my brigades left here this morning for Starkvil
via Artesia ; other two now passing through town for Starkvi]
direct. Forrest is confident, and everything looks clieering. IV

command will be well up to-niglit. The force of the enemy th
went to Enterprise was about 8,000. They destroyed all public buil

ings there and at Quitman. Colonel Perrin reports on 19th that t



)HAP. XLIV.] THE MEKIDIAN EXPEDITION. 365

miy were (luiet at Meridian and Old Marion. Will keep you well
xdvised. Governor Clark has received your dispatch and is acting
jn it.

S. D. LEE,
Major- General.

Lieutenant-General Polk,
Demqjjolis, Ala.

Headquarters Lee's Cavalry,
Tuscaloosa, Ala., April 18, 18G4.

Colonel : The following is submitted as my report of the opera-
tions of the cavalry under my command during the recent campaign
in Mississippi

:

During the latter part of January the enemy commenced to con-
centrate a large force at Vicksburg, bringing large re-enforcements
from Memphis and above and evacuating the Memphis and Charles-
ton Eailroad. To oppose this force Jackson's division was in posi-
tion as follows : Eoss' Texas brigade was guarding the Yazoo River
and Mississippi Central Eailroad, being posted at Benton ; Starke's
Mississippi brigade was at Brownsville watching the crossings of Big
Black, opposite Vicksburg ; Adams' brigade was moved from the
s^icinity of Natchez to Eaymond.
About January 28, the enemy commenced their demonstrations up

^azoo Eiver with their boats, and moved their cavalry up toward
Mechanicsburg. These demonstrations continued daily to Feb-
uary 5, and were handsomely met by the gallant Texans under Eoss,
ighting their gun-boats and infantry and repulsing them on every
iccasion. At Liverpool two small regiments and a section of artil-

ery of King's battery, under Lieutenant Moore, repulsed three large
egiments of infantry of the enemy, supported by their gun-boats.
The enemy charged in gallant style, and were repulsed twice, the
second time the Texans using their six-shooters at 20 paces. The
:wo regiments were the Sixth and Ninth Texas. The gun-boats and
:ransports went doAvn the Yazoo on the 5th, abandoning for a time
iny attempt to land troops.

On the evening of February 3, while these demonstrations were
^oing on on the Yazoo, the enemy commenced crossing the Big Black
t-apidly at the railroad bridge, and at Messinger's Ferry, 6 miles
above. They advanced toward Clinton ^n flie two roads from the
bwo crossings, and on the 4tli Adams' and Starke's brigades engaged
them, and it was soon discovered, after heavy skirmishing, that there
was at least two corps of the enemy—one on each road. Their force
was estimated at 20,000.

On the 5th, at dawn, the enemy advanced in heavy line of battle on
both roads, and it was discovered by their developments and from
prisoners that their army consisted of McPherson's and Hurlbut's
corps and a brigade of cavalry, numbering in all a^put 26,000 men.
The advance of the enemy was rapid, the open country enabling him
to march his force with ease on several roads. The two brigades were
steadily driven back to Jackson, where they arrived about dark.
Too much praise cannot be given officers and men for the gallant

manner in which they fought this superior force, every man know-
ing by actual observation the strength of the enemy.
Jackson was occupied by the enemy on the morning of the 6th,

my command having passed through the city the previous evening,
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taking the Canton road to cover Canton and enable General Loring

to cross with his division over Pearl River to Brandon from Canton.

Brig. Gen. S. W. Ferguson's brigade, which joined me at Clinton on

the 4th, took the road from Clinton to Madison Station.

On the evening of the 6th, finding the enemy made no advance
toward Canton, the four brigades were put in position to cross Pearl

River in case the enemy should do so at Jackson, and a regiment

was sent to Brandon to cover that place and watch the crossing at

Jackson.
Late on the 7th, I ascertained the enemy were crossing, and early

on the 8th crossed Pearl River, sending Ferguson's brigade to Mor-
ton to cover Major-General Loring's front, and ordered Jackson
with his two brigades (Adams' and Starke's) to move on the flank of

the enemy at Brandon and Pelahatchie Station. At the same time
ordered Ross to abandon the Yazoo country and join his division,

as the enemy were moving on Meridian. Jackson's two brigades

did their work handsomely, driving in the enemy's foraging parties

and compelling them to march on one road. It was impossible to

damage the enemy much, as he marched in perfect order, his trains

being divided between the brigades and kept in close order.

On the night of the 9th, I received an order while in rear of the;

enemy at Pelahatchie Station from the lieutenant-general to cover

the Mobile and Ohio Railroad south of Meridian to enable him to

return to Mobile its garrison which he had withdrawn, as he then
believed the enemy would move on Mobile and not on Meridian.
On the 11th, 4 miles south of Newton Station, I met General Fer-

guson, who had been ordered to the same position as myself by the
lieutenant-general and for the same object. I at once ordered him
to the Decatur and Meridian road to place himself in front of the
enemy, as it was then evident he was moving on Meridian and not
Mobile.
On the 13th, with a part of Adams' brigade, a dash was made on

the flank of the enemy at Decatur, disabling a train of about thirty
wagons. The infantry of the enemy advanced in line of battle in a
few moments after the dash, showing that they marched with every
precaution. The proximity of the infantry of the enemy would not
allow the wagons to be brought off.

On the ISth, an order was received from the lieutenant-general to
cover the Mobile and Ohio Railroad above Meridian. At the time
of the receipt of this order the position of iRie enemy and his advance
rendered it impossible to comply with the order in time to effect the
object desired, and with Jackson's two divisions I moved to Chunky's
Station, and during the night received an order to move to Meridian
to cover the retreat of the army from that point to Demopolis.
Only one brigade could reach Meridian, owing to the rapid advance
of the enemy, the other being compelled to make a detour to the
right.

The enemy occupied Meridian abo^t 3 p. m."-«on February 14,
Starke's and Ferguson's brigades skirmishing heavily with them at
Meridian. By an order of the lieutenant-general commanding, on
the 14th I was placed in command of all the cavalry west of Ala-
bama, and at once put myself in communication with Major-General
Forrest. In retiring from Meridian my command moved toward
Old Marion.
On the 15th, ICth, 17th, and 18th, the enemy devoted himself to

destroying the railroads north, south, and east from Meridian, put-



Chap. XLIV.] THE MERIDIAN EXPEDITION. 3fi7

ting two divisions of infantry at work in each direction. The roads
were destroyed for about 12 miles each way. Attempts were made
to stop the work, but their heavy force made it of no avail. Ross'
brigade arrived at Daleville on the 16th, and skirmished with the
enemy on the 17th near Old Marion.
On the evening of the 17th, I received an order from the lieuten-

ant-general to move with my disposable force to join General For-
rest, who reported that the enemy's cavalry force (8,000 men) were
moving on him.
On the morning of the 18th, the four brigades moved toward Stark-

viile, the point indicated by General Forrest, leaving only Colonel
Perrin's Mississippi regiment to cover Demopolis and observe the
enemy. The command moved as rapidly as the jaded condition of

tlie horses would admit, and at daylight on the "^'dd arrived at Line
Creek, where General Forrest was on the 33d, and found, much to

my surprise and regret, that the enemy had commenced to retreat

twenty-four hours i^reviously.

On the I'Jth, Forrest moved from Starkville through West Point
toward Aberdeen, and again retired before the enemy across Sak-
atoncliee Creek. The enemy on reaching West Point heard of

my approach on the 31st, and immediately commenced their retreat.

Forrest on the 33d, in the evening, commenced the pursuit, and
caught up with their rear guard, inflicting severe punishment on
them, capturing six pieces of artillery and many prisoners. My
command was much disappointed at the result of this action, having
anticipated a tight with their own arm of the service and with equal
numbers. I had been led to believe, from General Forrest's reports,

that the force of the enemy was superior to our combined com-
mands, and that the difficulty was in avoiding a general engagement
till my arrival.

Not having received General Forrest's report, I am not able to

explain his move on the 19th to fight the enemy, and again retiring

before him withoiit concentrating and giving battle with his entire

force. I feel confident, however, that this gallant officer acted with
judgment and to the best interests of the service.

On the 34th, I ordered General Jackson, with his own division and
Ferguson's brigade, to move toward Canton and harass General

Sherman, who was then retiring from Meridian toward Vicksburg.

General Jackson encoimtered the enemy near Sharon, driving in his

foraging parties and hastening his march"to Vicksburg. His work
was well done, capturing about twenty wagons and killing and cap-

turing about 300 of the enemy, the last of whose forces recrossed

the Big Black on March 4.

Brigadier-General Ross, with his brigade of Texans, was sent to

the Yazoo country by Brigadier-General Jackson, and Richardson's

brigade of Tennesseeans (Forrest's cavalry) were sent by my order

to Grenada from Starkville on the 24th.

General Ross, about February 38, while going ii^o camp near

Benton, was charged by about 80 negro cavalry from Yazoo City.

About an equal number of the Texans charged them, and before

they got to Yazoo City (10 miles) 75 of the negroes were caught and
killed, as they continued to ofi'er resistance and to run.

On March 5, Brigadier-Generals Richardson and Ross co-operating,

attacked Yazoo City ; drove the enemy from all the redoubts except

one, and took possession of the city, capturing many stores and a few
prisoners. The enemy having concentrated in the strongest redoubt,
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it was not considered prudent to assault it, as it was defended by
about 400 infantry and surrounded by a ditch. Generals Ross and
Ricliardson retired from the city about sunset, and the «nemy evac-

uated the place the next day. This was a gallant affair and caused the

enemy to withdraw from the Yazoo River.

I cannot speak in too high terms of the officers and men of my
command. They were in the saddle almost continually from Feb-
ruary 1 to March 4, undergoing great fatigue and fighting a large

army of infantry (for Sherman only had a brigade of cavalry with
him) with a gallantry and spirit which cannot be too highly com-
mended.

I would especially commend to the favorable notice of the lieuten-

ant-general the good conduct and soldierly qualities of Brig. Gen.
W. H. Jackson, commanding a division, to whose assistance and
action much of the credit of the recent campaign is due.

Brigadier-Generals Adams and Ross and Ferguson deserve my
thanks for their distinguished gallantry on the field and the able

management of their commands.
Col. P. B. Starke, commanding brigade, showed skill and gallantry

on every occasion, and won my confidence.

For the parts taken by different regiments and for instances of in-

dividual gallantry I refer to the inclosed reports. I will, however,
mention a few seeming to deserve especial notice.

On February 4, near Bolton Depot, my position was being flanked
by a cavalry brigade of the enemy. Seeing the danger, and to give
time to meet the attack, Maj. H. W. Bridges, Provisional Army,
C. S., was detached with the two escort companies of General Jack-
son and myself, numbering about 90 men. That gallant officer with
his select band attacked the vastly superior force of the enemy with
a boldness and daring I have not witnessed before during the war.
The advance was checked and many lives saved by the good conduct
of that officer and the two companies. I regret to state that in effect-

ing the object for which he was sent he received a mortal wound, and
is now lost to his country. A more daring spirit has not fallen dur-
ing this war, nor one who has been more regretted by his comradc^s.

Lieutenant Harvey, commanding scouts of Starke's brigade (40 in

number), killed and captured 160 of the enemy, and he has estab-

lished an enviable reputation for gallantry and efficiency.

To the members of my personal staff I am indebted for their gal-

lantry and efficiency. I would particularly mention Maj. William
Elliott, assistant adjutant-general, and Lieuts. J. B. McFarland, S.

M. Underbill, and W. S. Farish, acting aides.

Maj. G. B. Dyer, acting commissary of subsistence, and A. G.
Quaite, quartermaster, performed their respective duties to my satis-

faction. Asst. Surg. D. W. Booth, medical department, was con-
stantly with me, and in addition to his regular duties displayed gal-

lantry in transmitting orders under fire frequently.
The loss of the enemy was about 400 prisone^js and 300 killed and

woimded.
Inclosed are the reports of the general officers of my command and

a list of killed and wounded.
I am, colonel, yours, respectfully,

b. D. LFF,
Major-General,

Lieut. Col. T. M. Jack,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Demopolis, Ala.
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[Inclosure.]

Report of casualties in Lee's cavalry command in the several engagements with iJie.

enemy from February 3 to March 27, 1804.
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At Decatur Wood's and Dumonteil's regiments, Adams' brigade,
made a dash on a wagon train and succeeded in killing a number of

men and mules, but were compelled to abandon the wagons captured,
as enemy had force of infantry in front and rear of train. The
command fought the enemy at Meridian, where the brigade of Gen-
eral Ross joined my command from the Yazoo country, which it had
well protected, having fought three times their number and repulsed
enemy on land, the men using their six-shooters, on foot, at the dis-

tance of 25 paces. At the same time the section of King's (Missouri)
battery, commanded by Lieutenant Moore, drove back the gun-
boats.

All pi-aise is due the fighting Texans and King's battery and their
gallant leader. General Ross, for their noble defense of the Yazoo
country.
At Meridian Adams' brigade was assigned temporarily to Fergu-

son's division.

On the 16th, I moved with two brigades toward Columbus, Miss.,
to re-enforce General Forrest, and arrived at Starkville on the 23d.
The raiding party from the north, under General Smith, retired the
day before upon hearing of the approach of Major-General Lee's
command.
On the 24th, in compliance with orders, I moved my division in

pursuit of Sherman's army, on way to Canton. I detached Ross'
brigade at Kosciusko to 23roceed to and protect the Mississippi Cen-
tral Railroad and Yazoo country.
February 37, we reached Sharon, Miss. , where Starke's brigade en-

countered the enemy and fought them in gallant style, capturing a
number of horses, mules, and wagons. The enemy were scattered
in parties of 30 and 40, foraging and pillaging through the country.
I therefore adopted the plan of detaching regiments to operate
against them. "This succeeded admirably. Colonel Pinson, with his
regiment (First Mississippi), being very successful—captured a num-
ber of enemy, killed and wounded many, and brought off nine wagons
and teams.
The officers and men of Croft's and King's batteries deserve great

praise for their promptness in the execution of orders and gallant
behavior in presence of the enemy.
The enemy remained about Canton three days, my command skir-

mishing with them daily, killing and capturing many, striking prin-
cipally at their foraging parties, m'j'^ otjject being to confine the enemy
as far as possible to their lines and prevent in a great measure their
destruction of the country. In this I was successful.
On the 28th, having previously assumed command of Ferguson's

division, consisting of his own brigade, commanded by Colonel
Earle, and Adams' brigade, I made the following disposition of
the command, viz : Adams' brigade on the left flank of enemy,
Starke's on the right, and Ferguson's in rear. In this manner they
pursued the enemy to within a short distsyice of Big Black, cap-
turing 15 wagons and teams and 150 prisoners ; killed and wounded
numbers ; also captured 50 cavalry horses and equipments, notwith-
standing the enemy was aware of our presence and moved in fine

order Avith n» straggling. The effect was to confine them closely to
the road on which they were moving.

I beg leave to call the attention of Major-General Lee to the part
performed by Lieutenant Harvey and his gallant band of 40 scouts.

He was everywhere doing good service ; killed and captured of the
enemy four times his own number. His daring, coolness, and judg-
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ment eminently fit him for promotion and much larger command. I

commend him to the notice of the major-general commanding.
The loss in my division during the campaign was 325 killed,

wounded, and missing ; that of the enemy about 400 prisoners and
as many killed, with a large number of mules, horses, wagons, arms,
and eqiiipments captured. I am informed by my staff officers (just
returned from Vicksburg on flag of truce) that Federal officers ad-
mit a loss of 3,000 missing. The number of their killed will never
be known, as a great many were killed while out from the main body
plundering and burning houses.
Troops never behaved more gallantly or soldierly than those of my

command during the entire campaign, and I think everything that
could possibly have been executed was done by the command of
Major-General Lee.
My thanks are due General Ferguson for his gallantry, energy,

and prompt compliance with all ordei's while temporarily under my
command.
To my brigade commanders—General Adams, General Ross, and

Colonel Starke—my thanks are especially due for efficiency and zeal-

ous discharge of every duty and their noble bearing on the field.

Too much praise cannot be bestowed upon the heroic spirits who fol-

low them.
I respectfully refer to the detailed reports of the brigade com-

manders for the losses, captures, &c. I would call the attention of
the major-general commanding especially to that portion of General
Ross' report referring to capture of Yazoo City, which I consider a
perfect success.

My thanks are also due the members of my staff—Capt. George
Moorman, assistant adjutant-general ; Capt. Thomas B. Sykes, assist-

ant inspector-general ; Maj. W. P. Paul, quartermaster ; Maj. A. P.

Glover, commissary of subsistence; Maj. J. F. Simmons, paymas-
ter—for gallantry and efficiency on the field.

My aide-de-camp, Lieut. James R. Crump, was killed while gal-

lantly leading my escor t company in a successful charge against a
party of marauding Yankees near Sharon, Miss., February 27, 1864.

He was a brave and noble officer.

Very respectfully,
W. H. JACKSON,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Maj. William Elliott, ^ »

Ansintant Adjutant and Inspector General.

No. 67.

Report of Brig. Gen. Wirt Adams, C. S._ Army, commanding Cav-
alry Brigade, of operations against expedition to Meridian.

Headquarters Cavalry Brigade,
March 12, 1864.

Captain : In obedience to orders from division headquarters,
requiring a report of 'the operations of my brigade during the recent

advance of the enemy from Big Black to Meridian, I have the honor
to submit the following :

My command having just returned from East Louisiana, whither
it repaired under orders of Lieutenant-Geueral Polk, directing me
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to threaten Baton Rouge or Mancliac, reached by two days' forced

marches the vicinity of Raymond on the afternoon of January 28.

I was there met by orders from division headquarters to watch
closely all the ferries and approaches in the direction of Big Black
south of the railroad bridge, in anticipation of the expected ad-

vance of the enemy, and, in case he crossed, to advance and oppose
him, offering all the resistance and at points as near the river as

i:)Ossible.

On the evening of February 3, at G p. m., I received intelligence

from my scouts that the enemy was crossing in force at the railroad
bridge and advancing toward Bolton. I immediately mounted my
command, consisting of 800 men and a rifled section of King's bat-
tery, and moved beyond Raymond, on Edwards' Depot road.
Halting imtil i o'clock next morning, I again put my command

in motion, marching rapidly toward Bolton, 1 mile beyond which I

took position, sending Colonel Wood's regiment forward to recon-
noiter and ascertain certainly whether the enemy was moving on the
Raymond or Bolton i-oad. Near Champion's Hill Colonel Wood
encountered a dismounted cavalry force, which after a brief skir-

mish was gallantly cliarged by Captain Muldrow's squadron, killing
and wounding a number and capturing 8 prisoners. Colonel Wood
reported to me that the enemy's cavalry force was on the Raymond
road and consequentlj^ moving on my left flank. I at once detached
Colonel Dumonteil and instructed him to move his regiment (Four-
teenth Confederate) down the road on which I had come to the junc-
tion of the two roads and hold the enemy in check, reporting to me
his numbers, movements, &c. With this force he soon became
engaged, skirmishing briskly for several hours. I also sent Major
Stockdale directly across a field to the same road to take the enemy
in flank; but he encountered an infantry and artillery force, from
which he was compelled to retire, bringing off' several prisoners.
The main infantry column of the enemy soon afterward advanced
upon the Bolton road, deploying a strong line of skirmishers and
using one piece of artillery. He was held in check for several hours
at this point by Wood's regiment and Stockdale's battalion, dis-

mounted. Nothing could surpass the unflinching courage and steadi-
ness of these commands, eliciting at the time the commendation of
the major-general commanding.
About 3 p. m. the greatly superior force of the enemy having failed

to dislodge them, a brigade of iiifaiitry, marching in cohimn, was
pushed across the creek on my extreme left and moved rapidly
toward some buildings which crowned an eminence near my loft.

At the same time he advanced in line of battle directly against my
front. The position being no longer tenable, I was ordered to with-
draw my command across Baker's Creek bridge, half a mile in my
rear, and send two squadrons of Colonel Wood's regiment to check
the enemy's advance on my left.

Leaving Major Akin, Ninth Tennessee Battalion, to cover the
withdrawal of the command across the bridge, I removed the re-

mainder as promptly as practicable. Major Bridges, with two escort
companies, sujiportcd by Captain Muldrow's scpadron, of Wood's
regiment, so,on became warmly engaged with the enemy on the left,

driving him from the building on the hill ; but strong re-enforce-
ments coming up he was obliged to relinqiiish them soon afterward.
At this point fell Major Bridges, Lieutenant Wilson, and 8 men. I
next took position on the Bolton and Clinton road, 1 mile from that
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just relinquished. The enemy advanced in four lines of battle across
the field I had just left, but did not advance beyond Baker's Creek
that evening. Throwing out a strong picket and numerous scouts
on my front and flanks, I withdrew my command 1 mile to Mr.
Thomas' plantation, where I fed my horses and encamped for the
night.

Before daylight on the morning of February 5, 1 resumed my posi-
tion, directing Captain King to train his rifled pieces on the bridge
over Baker's Creek, 800 yards in my front, and posted Colonel
Griffith's [Eleventh] Arkansas Regiment on the right and Major
Stockdale's battalion on the left, both dismounted, as supports for
the artillery. I held Colonels Wood and Dumonteil in reserve, the
former dismounted and forming a second line ; the latter mounted
and in column in the road.
At 7 a. m. the enemy advanced in column across the bridge in my

front, when I directed Captain King to open fire with his two rifled

pieces, which did not, however, check the enemy. He jjressed

steadily forward, deploying to the right and left in the open field.

A rapid artillery fire was maintained for some time, and when
within range Colonel Griffith and Major Stockdale engaged his whole
line, offering the most determined and stubborn resistance and main-
taining their position to the last moment. Colonel Griffith and Major
Stockdale, as usual, distinguishing themselves by their gallant and
fearless bearing. After offering all the resistance possible to the
largely superior force of the enemy, I withdrew Colonel Griffith's

and Major Stockdale's commands, ordering Colonel Wood to' cover
the movement. Colonel Wood was relieved by Colonel Dumonteil
and Major Akin successively as the command retired in perfect order
along the Clinton road. When near Clinton I was ordered by the
7najor-general commanding to hold the enemy in check until Colonel
Starke's brigade, coming in on the Queen's Hill road, could pass

through the town. After the passage of this command I moved
throiigh Clinton, taking the Jackson road beyond. Two miles east

of Clinton I again took position on the eastern limit of an extended,

open field, and was joined by a section of Croft's and a section of

Waties' (South Carolina) battery. The enemy soon showed himself

in my front, but advanced cautiously. His line of skirmishers was
promptly driven back by the artillery, the practice of which was
excellent. ^ .,

After the lapse of two hours and a careful reconnaissance he moved
an infantry column out of view by a road 1 mile to my right and
falling into the Jackson road 3 miles in my rear. Advancing a 0-gun

battery at the same time with a strong infantry support to a com-
manding elevation on my front and left and two 20-pounder Parrotts

in my front, he opened a rapid and vigorous fire of artillery, i)usli-

ing forward at the same time a strong line of skirmishers under
cover of a wood from the column movi ig i)ast my right. As the

enemy showed no inclination to advance in my fronf^ and my artil-

lery was seriouslv endangered by the column turning my positioi^, I

ordered the artillery and supports to withdraw, following with the

remainder of the command. In passing the point where the road

on my right entered the Jackson road, the enemy i)oured a severe

volley into Major Stockdale's battalion, acting as rear guard. Col-

onel Wood's regiment was immediately moved back to his support,

but the enemy was so posted as to prevent any effective movement
against him.
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I then moved my command on the Jackson road and again took
position 3i miles west of the city, with a broad, open iield in my
front. Against this the enemy did not advance, but throwing for-

ward an infantry and cavalry force on a road 1 mile to the left,

piished immediately for Jackson. After an irregular artillery iire

at scattering parties of the enemy, I was ordered to withdraw by a
lateral road toward the Canton road, the enemy having gained, near
night-fall, the road between me and Jackson. This was done without
loss.

In these various positions taken between Champion's Hill and
Jackson, and the severe checks given the enemy, I cannot commend
too highly the alacrity, courage, and steadiness of my officers and
men. They could not have acquitted themselves better.

On the march from Pearl River to Meridian but one opportunity
was offered of striking the enemy. This was at Decatur, and was
discovered by a bold reconnaissance in person of the major-general
commanding. The enemy's wagon train halting in the suburbs of

the town, I directed Colonel Wood to make a dash at it with two
squadrons, which was executed in gallant style, killing and wound-
ing a number of the enemy and killing the teams of a large number
of wagons. A heavy infantry force front and rear of the train pre-
cluded all hopes of bringing them off.

In these various affairs from Champion's Hill to Decatur I sus-
tained a loss of 129 killed, wounded, and missing, and 14.3 horses.
Marching from Alamutche to Starkville and thence to Canton, I

was ordered by General Jackson to j)ass that place, then occupied by
the enemy, and operate upon his left flank in his march toward
Vicksburg. This was done on the 29th ultimo and 1st and 2d instant,

resulting in killing and capturing about GO of the enemy, and the
capture of 33 horses, 2 wagons and teams, and a number of small-
arms.
In these affairs Major Stockdale, Captain Muldrow, and Captain

Yerger were the most conspicuous and gallant participants.

I have to lament the loss of Captain Magrnder, of the Fourth
Mississippi, who fell seriously, if not mortally, wounded while lead-
ing a charge near Canton.

I am indebted to Capts. F. W. Keyes and A. T. Bowie, and Lieut.
George Scott, of my staff, and Lieut. George Yerger, who volun-
teered his services, for efficient and valuable assistance.

I am, captain, very respecttulTy, your obedient servant,
WIRT ADAMS,

Bri(jadier- General.
Capt. George Moorman,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Jackson's Cavalry Division.

No. 68.

Report, of Col. Peter B. Starke, Twenty-eiglitli Mississippi Cavalry,
commanding Cavalry Brigade, of operations against expedition
to Meridian.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Jackson's Cavalry Division,
Near Livingston, Miss., March 13, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report thfit at 5 a. m. on the 4th
ultimo, while near Brownsville, Miss., I received an order from Gen-
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eral Jackson directing me to move my" brigade to Reynolds' Ponds,
on the road leading from Queen's Hill to Clinton, and to be there
by daylight. As soon as the order reached me I moved my com-
mand and took position at the ponds a little after sunrise. A short
time afterward I was notified by the pickets at Queen's Hill that
the enemy were approaching in force. I threw forward tlae First
Mississippi Regiment and one piece of artillery, under command of
Colonel Pinson, of First Mississippi Regiment, to Col. Josejjh E.
Davis' place, 1 mile in advance of my position, to force the enemy
to develoiJ his strength as far as practicable. A short time after
they had taken position the pickets were driven in, and about 10
o'clock they became hotly engaged with him, and after a spirited

resistance against his infantry, artillery, and cavalry, deployed in
line of battle, they were forced to fall back in rear of position taken
in the morning, which was held by the Twenty-eighth Mississipiji

Regiment (under Major McBee), Ballentine's regiment (under Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Maxwell), and Croft's battery, until the enemy
[moved] against them in line of battle 10 to 1 in number across an
open field and their skirmishers forced the withdrawal of the bat-

tery and of the Twenty-eighth, which was dismounted, and were
being flanked on both sides. I ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell
with his regiment (mounted) to hold the position until those troops
were withdrawn and had taken position in the rear.

In the mean time they were exposed to a heavy fire from the artil-

lery and infantry and a rapid advance of the enemy's whole line.

Night coming on, I withdrew the command to the ponds) near the
Wells place and bivouacked for the night, the enemy having halted
at Reynolds' Ponds.
He commenced his advance at daylight the next morning and at-

tacked my pickets. I ordered forward Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell
with his regiment to re-enforce them, who became hotly engaged
upon arriving on the ground, and were forced back to the position

which I was occupying at Wells' with the other two regiments and
battery. The enemy with a heavy force advanced rajjidly in line of

battle upon this position and a brisk engagement took place.

At this time General Jackson came on the field from the Bolton

DeiJot and Clinton road, running parallel with the one I was on,

where General Adams with his brigadehadbeen resisting the approach
of the other army corps of the enemy, and directed in person the

firing of my artillery. The enemy here-had pushed on their column
on the Bolton and Clinton road until they came opposite my position,

the roads here converging closely together, and opened a cross-fii'e

on me from that road. While they were playing on my position

with their artillery from the front they were still advancing with the

same force I had been contending with on the evening before with
their center, and deploying their wings forward on the right and left

of my position.

At this moment I was ordered by General Jackson to withdraw my
command 3 miles east of Clinton, on the Jacksoft road, and take

])osition there, ordering at the same time my artillery to Clinton.

By the time I had taken this position the columns of the enemy's
forces had united at Clinton, where they became engaged with Gen-
eral Adams' brigadS. I was then ordered by General Jackson to

move my command nearer to Clinton, which was done, and held the

position until General Adams' command retired and took position

at the Tombstone, about 1^ miles in my rear, when I was ordered by
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General Jackson to withdraw my command and take position near
the breast-works west of Jackson. Apprehending that the enemy
might make a flank movement on the road leading from Clinton via
Mississippi Springs to Jackson, I sent out some scouts to ascertain if

such Avas the case. Thej' not reporting, I sent out a company from
the Twenty-eighth, under Captain Ratliff, who reported immediately
that they were advancing on that road in force with infantry, cav-
alry, and artillery, and were then nearer Jackson, the point we were
falling back to, than the position held by our troops. I immediately
sent a staff officer to inform General Jackson of the fact, and that
I would withdraw my brigade and try to get to Jackson before the
enemy and intercept him there. He meeting up with General Lee,
delivered the messageto him. I withdrew the brigade by regiments

—

my battery not having been ordered back to me at this time—in their
regular order to Jackson, when I received an order from General
Lee to move my column out on the road leading from Jackson to
Canton. Here the roads and streets were much obstructed by large
numbers of stragglers and hangers-on of the army in their flight.

I moved my column on to reach the bridge where the road leading
from Clinton intersects the Canton and Jackson road, supposing the
enemj' might move in that direction from Clinton, as they had troops
enough to make any move they chose, and intercept the jjassage of
our trains across the bridge.
On reaching Hanging Moss Creek, 4 miles north of Jackson, I

came up with General Lee's quartermaster, in charge of all the
trains. Halted my command, took position, and at this time was
joined by General Lee, who informed me that General Ferguson
was guarding with his brigade the road leading from Clinton to
the bridge, when I bivouacked at this point for the night and re-

mained three days, until it was discovered that the enemy were
crossing Pearl River at Jackson, in the direction of Meridian. After
crossing Pearl River I was under the immediate command of Gen-
eral Jackson, and was marching in the rear or flank of the enemy
for several days, and became again engaged with him near Meridian
on the 14th ultimo. The First Mississippi was placed in line on the
road leading from Meridian to Demopolis, and a mounted squadron
from the Twenty-eighth Mississippi Regiment on right of road near
hospital, and skirmished briskly with them at that point, when they
fell back to a position in the rear of the Twenty-eighth Mississippi
Regiment, which was formed in lrne-»dismonnted. This regiment
then engaged them and fell back in rear of Ballentine's regiment,
which was formed in line mounted, the enemy in the mean time keep-
ing up a brisk fire from his artillery and infantry. I then withdrew
my brigade and formed it in line on the west s'ide of the railroad,
their right resting on it, which position I held until the enemy had
advanced in force, when I withdrew my command on the road lead-
ing from Meridian to Demopolis, and' skirmished with him there.
When compelled to fall back, did so on the road leading from Merid-
ian toward Lauderdale Springs, and bivouacked for the niglit at

. My artillery was not present this day, having been ordered
back toward Enterprise by General Jackson, they not being able to
keep up with t]je column, which was moving rapidly toward Merid-
ian, in order to reach that point before the enemy.

I remained in the vicinity of Meridian for three days, and then
proceeded to Lauderdale Springs via Alamutche, moving from that
point to Starkville via Macon to meet the column advancing down
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the Mobile and Ohio Railroad from Tennessee, under command of
Generals Smith and Grierson. Upon arrival at Starkville it was
found that they had been driven back by General Forrest.

I was then ordered by General Jackson to move my brigade to the
vicinity of Sharon and Canton via Kosciusko, which I did, arriving
at Sharon on 27th ultimo. I saw no more of the enemy until my
arrival there, and as their column was marching on the road leading
from Ratliff's Ferry to Canton (which passes within a short distance
of this place), my advance guard soon became engaged Avith him. I

sent forward Ballentiue's regiment, who commenced skirmishing
with him, but a superior force coming up soon compelled it to fall

back, which it did in good order, and I left a squadron of the First
Mississippi Regiment on the edge of town to cover its retreat, and
fell back to a good position about 1 mile to the rear, where I had
placed my artillery (a section of King's battery), and there formed
a line of battle. This position I held until dark, when I fell back 5

miles for water and forage.

At an early hour next morning, I again marched to Sharon, and
with Ballentiue's regiment and the artillery I took the direct road to

Canton, sending Colonel Pinson with the First Mississipjji Regiment
off on my right, and Major McBee,with the Twenty-eighth Mississippi

Regiment on my left, with instructions that when I met and engaged
the enemy they should close in on the flanks. Aboiit 2 miles from
Sharon I met the enemy and skirmished with him for some hours, but
hearing nothing from the other two regiments, and night coming on,

I fell back to Sharon, when I learned that Major McBee had niet

with a column of the enemy that occupied his whole attention and
prevented him from joining me. Colonel Pinson likewise met a
large foraging party and engaged them, and after a spirited contest

succeeded in routing them and driving them from their wagons, of

which he captured 9, with their teams (60 mules), killing and wound-
ing some, and taking 15 prisoners.

I again fell back to my old camp, and on the following morning
attacked the enemy at the same place as on the previous day, send-

ing Major McBee off on my right to attack his nank if an oj)portu-

nity offered. This, however, was impossible from the nature of the

ground and the position of the enemy, who now brought up a large

force of infantry and artillery, and I was again compelled to fall back
])efore a greatly superior force. The next day being extremely cold

and rainy, I could do nothing except send* out scouting parties to

watch the movements of the enemy.
On the following day, being March 2. 1 ascertained that the enemy

were leaving Canton and I pursued them as rapidly as my jaded

horses would permit of my doing. General Ferguson being in their

immediate rear, I took the upper Vernon road from Canton, and
kept on their flank without coming in contact with them until I

came within 4 miles of Brownsville. Here I determined to attack

their train, and disposed my forces accordingly. Tlj^is was at a point

where the road that I was traveling and the one takcii by the enemy
came within a mile of each other.. I sent Major McBee with the

Twenty-eighth Mississippi Regiment to charge the train as soon as

he saw a favorable opportunity, and afterward ordered Colonel Pin-

son with the First Mississippi Regiment to form in his roar and be

ready to support him or cover his retreat, as the necessity of the

case might determine, at the same time sending Colonel Ballentine

mth his regiment toward Brownsville on the road that I had been
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marching on to strike them on the flank. Before, however, Major
McBee concluded to attack the train the enemy's rear guard (con-

sisting of seven regiments of infantry and three regiments of cav-
alry) came up and formed a line of battle and cc^mmeuced skirmish-
ing with him ; and tliis force being greatly superior to my whole
command and night coming on, I fell back a few miles for water
and forage, and early the next day the reai' guard of the enemy's
column crossed Big Black, and I then fell back to this place in obe-
dience to orders.

My whole loss during the different engagements from February 4
to March 4 was as follows, viz : Killed, wounded, and missing, 49.

I captured and killed 128 Federal officers and men.
Inclosed you will find Lieutenant Harvey's (commanding my

scouts) report of operations during the raid.

There were many instances of personal gallantry in the different
skirmishes, but the behavior of both officers and men was marked
by such courage and determination in holding every position as-

signed them against overwhelming numbers tliat I will make no
discrimination in this report.
Lieutenant Harvey's report shows that he brought to bear his

usual undaunted courage, extraordinary energy, and judgment.
I am, captain, very respectfully,

P. B. STARKE,

Capt. Geoege Moorman,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

No. 00.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Samuel W. Ferguson, C. S. Army, com-
manding brigade, of operations against expedition to Meridian.

Headquarters Brigade,
Seven Miles East of Decatur, February 12, 1804—1.30 p. m.

General : I had a skirmish with the enemy at this i)oint and
held him here in check a short time. He flanked my position and I

have fallen back 2 miles to another. The force advancing is a heavy
infantry column ; few cavalry. I will attend to the road you speak
of in your dispatch just received. " "

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. W. FERGUSON,
Brigadier-General.

Maj. Gen. W. W. Loring.
(Forwarded by Loring to Polk.)

PxcHUTA Creek,
February 12. 1804—4. .30 p. m.

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
dispatch of this afternoon (2 p. m. ). The enemy has driven me back
to this place by flanking every position I took. From the confidence
Avith which he advances I judge there is a large force of infantry
moving in this direction, though I have as yet only seen about 600
cavalry. The infai\try has been moving along continuously, and
skirmished with two squadrons of the Second Alabama Cavalry.



Ohap. XUV.] the meridian EXPEDITION. 379

The Yankee cavalry charged these squadrons twice, but were hand-
somely repulsed. I am unacquainted with the country between this
place and Meridian, and hence cannot determine whether I shall re-

quire any more guns than the ones you will send me. I leave this
matter to your better judgment. Is there any cavalry guarding the
road to Enterprise ? Let me know. The road turns off at this place
and goes by Chunky's Station. Where is General Lee ?

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. W. FERGUSON,
Brigadier- General.

Maj. Gen. W. W. Loking.

Headquarters Cavalry Brigade,
Calhoun Station, March 31, 1864.

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of the cavalry under my command from January 38 to

the present time

:

On January 26, in obedience to telegraphic orders received late at

night, the Second Tennessee Battalion, my brigade, was ordered to

report to Major-General Forrest. The Twelfth Battalion Mississippi

Cavalry, then on a scout to the line of the Memphis and Charleston
Railroad, was recalled, and the commanding officer directed to join

me at Jackson by the most direct route. Owens' battery was ordered
from Aberdeen to Egypt Station, at which point its guns and bag-
gage and the baggage of the balance of the brigade were shipped to

Jackson in charge of the dismounted men and the sick.

On January 28, having relieved myself of every incumbrance, I

broke camp and marched with my command for Jackson, but on
reaching Canton (February 3), in obedience to telegraphic orders

there received, I moved rapidly to Clinton to meet tlie advancing
columns of the enemy, sending artillery hox-ses and horses of men
who came by cars direct to Jackson.
On the morning after I reached Clinton (February 5), with a com-

mand very much reduced in numbers, the enemy approached that

place, and I received orders to fall back so as to cover the roads to

Canton and Madison Station, which I at once obeyed. I remained
in line of battle covering these roads in sight of the enemy until near
sunset, when I withdrew my command some 8 miles and went into

camp for the night.

On the following morning, I marched to Madison Station, where I

remained during that and the following days. From this point that

portion of Miller's regiment in camp was sent on a reconnaissance

to Jackson, which duty was promptly and efficiently accomplished.
This command did not rejoin me until February 14.

At daylight on the 8th ultimo, I marched for Morton, crossing

Pearl River at Smith's Ferry, and reached that point with the ad-

vance of my columft by sunrise the next day. Tke enemy was, how-
ever, ahead of me, and skirmishing at once began and was continued
until the volleys of musketry and the presence of infantry in some
force satisfied me that it was impossible to get between him and
General Polk's rear. Accordingly I withdrew my command, leaving
a squadron on the Morton road to cover the movement, and proceeded
by the most direct road to Hillsborough. At this i)oint I found
General Polk, and was directed to ascertain, first, whether or not the
enemy was advancing in force on Hillsborough from nearest rail-
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road station, and afterward to push on with my command so as to

reach Newton Station before the enemy, and cover the embarJcation

of General French's division on the cars. Having ascertained that

the enemy was not advancing tliat day on Hillsborough but had
fallen back some little distance, I left Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell,
temporarily under my command, at Hillsborough to cover General
Loring's rear, and made a forced march fur Newton Station, which
point I reached early on the following morning (February 10), and
in the vicinity of Avhich I remained during that day and until the
following afternoon, when, by General Lee's order, I struck across
the country to get between General Loring's rear and the enemy's
advance, then near Decatur. This I accomplished by a tiresome and
difficult night march over roads little traveled and covered tip with
pine straw, and the next morning (February 12) met tlie enemy at

Chunky River.
From this time until I left vicinity of Old Marion, on the after-

noon of February 18, my command was almost continually engaged
with the enemy, the skirmishing at times being kept up until after

dark.
On the morning of February 20, I left Alamutche to re-enforce

General Forrest. On reaching Macon, General Adams' brigade was
placed temporarily under my command, thus giving me a divison,
with which by forced marches I reached Starkville on February 22.

On February 24, in obedience to orders from General Lee, I

moved my command south to attack General Sherman's retreating
column in flank on the east of Pearl River. From information re-

ceived at Louisville I changed my plan of operations, and having
crossed the Yokahockany at La Flore's Ferry, soon encountered the
foraging parties of the enemy, which were at once driven in, with a
loss to them of 7 killed and 38 captured ; to me of 1 officer and 1

man wounded.
On the day following, General Adams' brigade was sent off to oper-

ate on the left flank of the enemy and south and west of Canton,
and acting under General Jackson's orders, I pushed on directly in
the enemy's rear and skirmished with him until he passed beyond
Livingston on March 3. The next day I marched my exhausted
command to Madison Station and went into camp.

I have thus succinctly given a report of operations extending over
a distance of nearly 400 miles and under difficulties that severely
taxed the fortitude and patriotism of "my men. At all times prompt
to respond to every order, they boldly engaged the advance of a
large and confident army and unflinchingly held their position until
ordered off the field. I regret to say I lost some men by desertion
on the route, but with a well-organized court this evil can be coi'-

rected in the future.
To the officers and men of my command who remained with me,

and to the officers of my staff, my tJ tanks are due for the zeal and
ardor dii32)layed in the performance of their sev^al duties.

I append a list of casualties. *

I have the honor, major, to be, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

S. W. FERGUSON,
Briyadier- General.

Maj. William Elliott,
Asst. Acljt. and Insp. Gen., Canton. Miss.

* Not found. But see Lee's statement, p. 369.
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No. 70.

RepoH of Lieut. Addison Harvey, commanding Scouts, of operations
against expedition to Meridian.

Camp, near Lexington,
March 23, 1804.

Colonel : In compliance with the order just received, I have the
honor to submit the following report of the action of my scouts dur-
ing the recent raid made by the enemy to Meridian :

In anticipation of the raid I had posted reliable men on the roads
leading from the different crossings on the Big Black River, with in-

structions to report the first advance of the enemy, watch his move-
ments, and particularly to ascertain his numbers and the order of

his march. This was executed M'ith promptness. I held in hand the
remainder of my command, numbering about 30 men, and when the
enemy advanced upon the Bolton road on the morning of February
4, I entered in a charge with Major Stockdale's battalion, in General
Wirt Adams' brigade, in which 5 Federals were captured and 11

killed and wounded, as subsequently ascertained from prisoners. I

tlien crossed to the Brownsville and Clinton road with my command
on the evening of the same day, participating in an engagement with
Colonel Starke's brigade at Reynolds' field.

On the night of the ith, I was sent in the direction of Brownsville,
to watch the road leading from the ferries north of Messinger's.

Having ascertained that none of the enemy's forces were moving on
those roads, I marched to Edwards' Depot, in his rear, to get a more
accurate knowledge of his niimbers and his order of march, and when
the desired information was gained I dispatched to headquarters a
full report of the same.

I then moved in haste and gained the flank of the enemy while he
was crossing Pearl River. My purpose thenceforward was to harass

him on the march as much as possible by attacking his foraging

parties and pickets, and firing into the main column whenever a
favorable opportunity was offered. When I reached Marion, I was
ordered by General Lee to go to Enterprise and report to him every

movement made by the enemy south of Meridian. Being by this

means separated from the main command, I was not apprised that

the whole cavalry force had been ordered to North Mississippi,

and consetpiently when the enemy abaji4pned his position at Merid-

ian, I returned along his flank, and keeping nearly in sight of his

column, killed and captured his foragers and detached parties until

he reached Canton. Rejoining the brigade at that point, I went in

advance and reported the movements of the enemy until he recrossed

the Big Black River.
I had with me during this raid about 23 men, and we killed and

captured 1 first lieutenant and 109 men. Others of my scouts not

with me, numbering about 15 men, captured and killed about 20 Fed-

erals.
'^

My own loss was as follows : Private James Renfrow. Wood's regi-

ment. Company B, killed ; Private John Graham, Starke's regiment.

Company G, killed ; Corpl. Thomas Field, Company M, Wood's
regiment, killed ; Private Ruel M. Stancill, Starke"s regiment. Com-
pany B, wounded ; Private Tindale, Ballentine's regiment, wounded
and captured ; Private Pereau, Wood's regiment, Company L, cap-

tured. I had 18 horses shot during the raid, most of which died.

We captured 2 wagons and 47 horses and mules.
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I cannot speak in too much praise of the promptness and gallantry

sliown by all my scouts in every aifair in whicli they were engaged.

So uniformly well did they all behave as to elicitmy admiration, and
so many were the feats of personal prowess that came under my own
observation that I was constrained to believe if the whole army were
composed of such men we would be invincible.

All of which is respectfully submitted.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. HARVEY,
Lieutenant, Commanding Scouts.

No. 71.

Eeport of Brig. Gen. Robert V. Richardson, C. S. Army, command-
ing brigade, of operations on the Yazoo River.

Headquarters West Tennessee Brigade,
Benton, Miss., March 7, 1864.

Major : On Febi'uary 23 I received an order from Maj. Gen. S. D.
Lee, commanding cavalry west of Alabama, to move my brigade to

Grenada for the protection of the public property at that point and
to guard against raids from Yazoo City.

I started from Tampico on the morning of the 24th, and hearing
that evening that the enemy was raiding unrestricted over the coun-
try between the Yazoo River and the Mississippi Central Railroad
from Greenwood to Lexington, I moved rapidly to surprise and chas-
tise him. I reached Elliott's Station on the evening of the 25th, and
preparing three days' rations—leaving my train except my ambu-
lances, taking only my eifective men and horses, then numbering 600,

and the rifle section of Thrall's battery—I started at noon on Febru-
ary 26 to Carrollton, hoping that by moving all night I woxild be able
to pass between a party of negroes led by white officers, then raiding
about Black Hawk, and their gun-boats and transports at Sidon, and
cutting them off from their boats, would be able to capture and de-
stroy them. I marched all night, and next morning learned that
these negroes had returned to their boats. I moved on to Sidon, oix

the east bank of the Yazoo River, and finding that the enemy had
gone down the river in his boats, I sent scouts to Tchula to find
the locality, if in that neighborhood? My scouts reported that
eleven transports and three gun-boats had proceeded down the
river to Vicksburg, and that one transport and two gun-boats were
reported west of Honey Island loading with cotton. My informa-
tion, derived from citizens and our soldiers captured and who had
escaped, showed pretty conclusively that this armada was composed
of twelve transports and five gun-boats, the Eleventh Illinois Infan-
try, one regiment of negro cavalry, and one regiment of negro in-

fantry, variously estimated at from 1,000 to 2^00 men. It also ap-
peared that their object was to take cotton, stock, and negroes and
corn, and to hold and navigate the Yazoo River for the purpose of
drawing from its rich granaries subsistence for the army at Vicks-
burg.
Feeling that the supplies of the Yazoo Valley were of great value

to the country, I deemed it of vast importance to punish the enemy
and drive him, if possible, from this river, that we might preserve
its rich abundance of army supplies for the use of the Confederate
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forces, with -which I believed it was designed to hold and occupy this
region of country. Accordingly, so soon as I received the informa-
tion that three boats were west of Honey Island, I moved to Tchula,
thence toward the foot of Honey Island ; but before I reached this
point my scouts returned from a thorough reconnaissance of Honey
Island, reporting that all the boats had descended the river to Vicks-
burg. Believing now that the enemy had returned to Vicksburg,
I moved from the Yazoo Bottom to near Lexington, determined
to return to Grenada by slow marches, resting my men and horses.

I received now several dispatches from Brig. Gen. L. S. Ross, from
the vicinity of Benton, indicating the presence of the enemy at Yazoo
City. I moved in that direction, and on the evening of March 4
formed a junction with him at the Ponds, 6 miles east of that city.

My effective force was now reduced to 550 men, and that of General
Ross was about 1,000 men. I found General Ross well informed as
to the position of the enemy, his works of defense, and the topog-
raphy of Yazoo City and environs. He made full (as I afterward
saw to be), true, and accurate explanations, giving me the benefit of
his valuable information upon these points. He reported to me as
the ranking officer, but on account of his superior information as to
the defenses and approaches of and to Yazoo City, I declined to as-
sume the command, making him my equal in rank, both agreeing to
consult and co-operate.
At 8 a. m. on March 5, Ave moved from our camp at the Ponds, de-

termined to reconnoiter the enemy's positioii and feel of him in force,

and, if the opportunity should appear favorable, to capture the city
and works.
At 10 a. m. we commenced the attack. Colonel Mabry was ordered

to attack on the plank road, Colonel Jones to carry the left central
redoubt. Colonel Hawkins to carry the extreme right redoubt. These
officers belonged to General Ross' brigade, and these dispositions were
made by him. Acting under General Ross' advice, I placed Captain
Thrall's section of artillery on a point about 1,000 yards from the
right central redoubt and opened upon it. Captain Thrall soon ob-
tained the range, and his shells seemed to burst right over the work.
General Ross now moved on the plank road to the left, commanding
the left Aving. Colonel Hawkins, commanding the First Texas Le-
gion, very soon drove the enemy from the extreme right redoubt,
and this gave me a much better position for Thrall's section ; also

opened one of the main roads into the oity? exposed the camp of the
Eleventh Illinois Regiment and the north side of the main redoubt,
which it now appeared the enemy intended to hold if possible. Gen-
eral Ross had now captured the two redoubts on the left of the main
or right central, and had placed his section of artillery (Lieutenant
Johnston commanding) in a good position at easy range, and was
playing it upon the main central with good effect. This work was
the largest and strongest of all the works ; had in it one piece of

artillery, was flaunting the U. S. flag, and now bgcame the special

object of our attention. We now had four pieces throwing shells

at this work. One of my pieces, however, soon disabled itself by its

recoil.

I received a message from General Ross saying that he had thrown
the forces of his wing, to wit. Colonel Mabry's, Colonel Jones', and the
Twelfth Tennessee Cavalry (Colonel Neely commanding) around
the east and south sides of the fort, and the shells which went over
the works fell among our own men.
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I now saw that I could complete the investment of the work and
storm and take the city. I ordered Major Ross, commanding Sixth

Texas, to move np a wooded ravine and attack the north side. I

ordered Colonel Hawkins, commanding First Texas Legion, to move
on the jagged slope of the bluffs, clear it of the enemy, swing on his

left, and extend the arc of a circle formed by Major Ross to the north
and west. I ordered Col. Thomas H. Logwood, commanding Fifteenth

Tennessee Cavalry, to move through the upper edge of the city, and
Maj. Jas. G. Thurmand, commanding Fourteenth Tennessee Cavalry
(Colonel Neely's right), to move centrally through the city. These
officers and their commands promptly and gallantly executed these
orders, and in twenty minutes we had completed the circle around
the main redoubt and swept the heights above the city except the
main redoubt, and had taken the city by storm, except the tier of

buildings fronting the river, under the immediate cover of their two
gun-boats, in which a number of the enemy had posted themselves
and were firing from the windows of the houses.
In driving the enemy from one of these houses the gallant and

accomplished gentleman and soldier, Maj. J. G. Thurmand, fell dead,
shot tliroiigh the head, leading his regiment, the gallant Fourteenth
Tennessee Cavalry. He is dead. His deeds place him in the ranks
of that honored few whom we delight to recognize as the bravest of
the brave.
Two gun-boats now opened their batteries upon us in the city and

rained down showers of balls from exploding shrapnels. Captain
Thrall noAV placed in position on one of the streets, in 50 yards of a
brick house occupied by the enemy, his piece and opened upon it

with terrible effect. I held the city for three hours, destroying
quartermaster's stores and cotton, not without, however, a contin-
uous struggle with the enemy's sharpshooters, posted in houses, and
his gun-boats, until the latter were silenced. Colonel Logwood, hav-
ing driven the enemy from the upper part of the city by gallant and
impetuous charges, had wheeled his regiment upon its left and closed
the circle of investment and commanded the sally-port of the main
central redoubt.
About 4 o'clock in the evening. General Ross reported to mo in the

city the progress made against the central redoubt and the refusal of
the enemy to surrender the main redoubt. We concluded that to
carry the work by storm would sacrifice too many valuable lives and
was not worth the price. Two boat* of re-enforcements were ap-
proaching the city ; our ammunition was nearly exhausted ; we had
felt the enemy heavily ; had damaged him very much ; it was nearly
night ; we determined to withdraw.
We captured mules, horses, clothing, and ammunition, and 17

prisoners.

The loss of my brigade was 37 killed and wounded ; of the two
brigades, 04.

The enemy's loss, from all I can gather, mijst have been over 100,
though he stated it to the citizens at 243.

*

The enemy has been compelled to evacuate the city, and it is hoped
that he Avill abandon the idea heretofore entertained of opening the
Yazoo River and (h-awing cotton, negroes, stock, and supplies from
its rich valley.

The Fourteenth Tennessee Cavalry was under my immediate ob-
servation, and it gives me great pleasure to commend the gallantry
of both men and officers.
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The Fifteenth Tennessee Cavalry and its gallant and dasliing col-

onel (Logwood) behaved well, not a man or officer straggling from
it to the rear. Its flag bore and now bears ten bullet holes through
its folds and one through its staff as honorable mementoes of the
fierce struggle it passed.

I cannot close this report without mentioning in terips of com-
mendation the promptness to carry my orders and thfe gallant bear-
ing throiighoiit the entire day of Capt. W. E. Reneau, assistant
inspector-general on my staff, and Lieat. V. B. Waddell, picket
officer of my brigade. My aide-de-camp, Lieut. J. T. Joynei', and
volunteer aide, J. M. Lucas, bore my orders promj)tly.

It gives me great pleasure to commend tlie gallantry of Brig. Gen.
L. S. Ross and his entire brigade of Texaiis.

I desire also to commend Captain Tlirall and his men and officers

for their bravery and good firing on tliis occiisioii. The caj^tain w;rs

wounded in the city after its capture, standing by his piece, by a
sharpshooter of the enemy. Lieut. C. Adams, my ordnance oflicer,

Avas also wounded in the city.

I have the honor to be,

R. V. RICHARDSON,
jBri(jadler-Oeneral.

Major Ht)LT,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. TZ.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Lawrence S. Ross, C. S. Army, coriwianding
brigade, of ojjerations on the Yazoo River.

Headquarters Texas Brigade,
Alarch 5, 1804—9 p. m.

Dear General : General Richardson joined me yesterday with
.500 effective men. Our forces united made 1.300, and as the Yankee
force in Yazoo City was only jj,000, we determined t])is morning to

niove in and make a reconnaissance, and if possible tidie the p]ac(\

My brigade was in front, and stormed and took all the redoubts
around the city but one, and invested that completely. General
Richardson moved around and occupied the city, driving off the
gun-ljoat, capturing all their stores, miTch" cotton, and many horses
and mules, goods, &c. The men at once loaded themselves with
plunder and began to hunt the rear. I demanded the immediate
and unconditional surrender of their last redoubt, which was occu-

pied by the Eleventh and One liundred and ninth Illinois Infantrj'^

and some negro troops.* We squabbled about the terms of the ca-

l)itiilation, as I would not recognize negroes as soldiers or guaranty
them nor their officers protection as such ; .and wliile negotiations
were going on and the time given them to detern^ne was draAving
well-nigh to a close two transports came up with re-enforcenieuts,

and the negroes who had run down the river in the commencement
of the fight returned and pressed our forces so hard that we wei-e

compelled to withdriiw the force between the redoubt and the city,

and they refused to surrender.

* The One hundred and nintli Illinois had been consolidated with the Eleventh.
in 1863.
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It was tbcii i p. ni., and uiylil: came on before the place could be
assanlk'd witli trouijw in proper style or with well-regulated lines,

,si> wf (ietcrmined to draw oif, aiid are now at our (;ld camps (tbe

Ponds). At one time we bad tlieir su])plies, cotton, and ;5() or more
vrouiided in our possession. General K. 'huiiied the cott(m. a.nd we
I'.ave a good many prisoners and mncb plunder now. Tlie com-
missary stores could" not be Ijurned. The lighting was very des-

P'.'rate." The hardest and hottest part of the engagement was made
liy the Fourteenth Tennessee, imdcr Major Thurmand, in driving
tiie enem.y and the gun-boats from town. Major T. was killed.

Lieutenant Garvin, Sixth Texas; Lieutenant Harwell, Third Texas,
were ^vounded.
Our loss in killed and wounded will not exceed 50. Several of the

battei'v were wounded ; none killed. I will make a report to-morrow
of loss and gain.
The troops are mucb encouraged bj' the result of the day's oi)e)'a-

tiiijis. (ieueral 11. will remain Avith me to-morrow. I will move
back as you direct to Benton and establish (;ourier-lino, &c., to Can-
ton. Cannot you come over and see me soon ? Can get up some
sport for yott now any day.

\'"ery respectfully, &c.,
L. S. EOSS,

Brigadier- Gen eral.

Brig. Gen. W. H. Jackson,
Coynmaiiding Dknsion Cavalry, Canton, Miss.

Hdqrs. Texas Brig., Jackson's Cavalry Division,
Benton, Miss., March 7, 1804.

Captain : I have the honor to report that in constiltation with
Brigadier-General Richardson, of Forrest's division, who, with his

brigade (550 strong, Avith one section of artillery), arrived at my
camj), near Benton, Miss., the evening of the itli instant, it was
decided to make a reconnaissance in force of the enemy at Yaztjo
City, and having learned his numbers and the sti-ength of his

l)o<ition, to determine then upon the policy of attempting to talce

the place.

With this view we moved at 8 C)_'clock on the morning of the oth
ijistant. General Richardson, not being familiar with tlie nature of

the country inmiediately around Yazoo City, declined the command
of both brigades, whereupon it was agreed that we should co-operate
duririg the day.
At about 9 a. m. my advance drove in the enemy's pickets, and

before 11 o'clock we were in possession of all the hills and positions

east of the city, which were held by the enemy at the commence-
ment of oi^orations, except a very strong redoubt on the plank (or

main Benton) road. This redoubt, immedititely in my frojit, was
occupied by the Eleventh and One hjindred and ninth Illinois

Regiments of infantry (consolidated), and as the enemy seemed dis-

posed to a stubborn resistance, I decided to drive him, if possible,

wiili artillery* Lieutenant Johnston's section was therefore placet!

in position and commenced a brisk fire at about 700 yards' range.

Tn the mean time General Richardson—operating on the right

along a I'oad that leads from the plank road, 1^ miles east of Yazoo
City, into the northeast corner of the town—had posted his artillery
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on a hill north of the redoiibt held by the enemy. We ilins liad an
ontilading tire at good range on the enemy's position. Many si mils
from both sides exploded within the redoubt, and must have dune
much execution. Finding, however, that the enemy Avould not
l)p driven with artillery, General Richardson pushed forward his
column, entered the city, driving everything before him, his men
behaving most gallantly, and took position on the plank i-oad
between town and the redoubt held by the enemy. We thus had
him completely surrounded, our forces" being on all sides and not
more tlian 100 yards distant. In this condition we demanded a sur-
render of the redoubt and the force within it, wliich the enemy
declined. To have taken the place by assault, which the entire
command were eager to do, would have cost us the loss of many
men—more, we concluded, than the good that would result from the
capture of the enemy would justify. We had now undis])uted
possession of all Yazoo City except two warehouses immediately
\ipon the river bank, in which a few of the enemy were crouching
Tinder the protection of their gun-boats. Generaf Richardson had
iired a large lot of cotton whicli the Yankees iiad collected for trans-
portation down the Yazoo River, and destroyed a large quantity of
(piartermaster's and commissary stores.

The hospitals of the enemy, with all his wounded (some 30 in
number), were in our possession. We had captured 18 prisoners and
a large number of mules and horses, and had obtained all the infor-
mation sought from the first. It was decided, therefore, to with-
<lraw our forces, which was effected quietly and in good order. See-
ing General Richardson begin to withdraw from town, the enemy in
the redoubt sallied out and attempted to drive the Third and Ninth
Texas Regiments from their positions in front, but were quickly and
signally repulsed, after which he made no further demonstrations,
hut suffered us to move back at our leisure.

The casualties in my command during the day were 3 killed and
24 wounded, and in General Richardson's 3 killed and 37 wounded.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. S. ROSS,
Brigadier- General.

Capt. George Moorman,
Assi. Acljt. Gen., Jackson's Cavalry Division.

Hdqrs. Texas Brig., Jackson's Cavalry Division,
Benton, Miss., March 13, 1864.

Captain : In compliance with your call for a report of the opera-
tions of this brigade on the Yazoo River during the recent advance
of the enemy under General Sherman, I have the honor to submit
the following, to wit

:

Immediately upon the return of my command rrom the Missis-
sippi River (about January ao) I received an order from the division
commander to take position near Benton, Miss., and was charged
with guarding the country west of Big Black River.
A few days subsequently Colonel Mabry, of the Third Regiment

Texas Cavalry, commanding the brigade in my abjJence, received
orders to move to tlie vicinity of Mechanicsburg, at Avhich place the
command arrived on the evening of the 36th. Being informed by
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the scouts in front tliat a large foraging party was moving upon the
Ridge road from Vicksburg, Colonel Mabry attempted to intercept

it, but the enemy receiving notice of his presence in the neighbor-
hood saved himself by flight.

On the morning of the' 38th, my scouts reported gun-boats and
transpoi'ts coming up the Yazoo River. Two boats were already at
Satartia, and the smoke of others was plainly visible below. Hop-
ing to surprise the two advance boats, I moved rapidly from Me-
chanicsburg to Satartia, leaving one regiment at the former place to
guard against the advance of any land force from that direction.

The movement was entirely successful, and ere the enemy were aware
of our presence Lieutenant Moore had his pieces in position and
ojjened fire upon them at 900 yards' distance. One of the boats (a
transport) was landed at Dr. Gale's place, on the opposite side of the
river, one-fourth of a mile above Satartia, had debarked its troops, and
was loading with forage. The gun-boat had halted in the middle of
the river, being along, doubtless, merely for the protection of the
ti'ansports. Our attack was sudden and unexpected—so much so
tJiat before the transport could loose herself from the shore and get
off she received some twenty shots, many of them passing entirely
through her hulk, but without damage to her machinery so far as
we could discover. So hurried was her departure that the men on
sliore had not time to get aboard, and were left to save themselves as
best they could. The gun-boat ran off without firing a shot, and both
boats being out of reach, I directed some shells to be thrown at a
squadron of cavalry which, having been picketing up the river while
the boats were loading and hearing our artillery, were now endeav-
oring to get back. Attempting to run by within range of our guns,
a few shells exploded in their midst, unhorsed several and scattered
the rest in all directions. The men who were unhorsed were after-
ward captured by some of my skirmishers (who crossed the river
in a dug-out for this purpose), and proved to be negro troops.
Being convinced that the enemy would again advance very soon

en route for Yazoo City, I examined the river-banks and selected
Liverpool as the most suitable place at which to fight them. At this
point the banks are high and the hills extend down to within mus-
ket-range of the river, which would enable me to use small-arms and
artillery at the same time. The bed of the river is also partially
obstructed opposite Liverpool by a sunken steam-boat, to pass which
would require the enemy to move very»slow and carefully.
On February 2 their boats again appeared (this time eleven in

number) with formidable-looking gun-boats (Nos. 3, 5, and 38) in
advance. They were evidently anticipating resistance at Liverpool,
and therefore passed the entire day in reconnoitering, but kept be-
yond range of our guns, occasionally throwing shells at our scouts
and skirmishers. No effort to pass us was made, nor did any boat
get within reach of our artillery imtil the morning of the 3d. Three
gun-boats then moved up to within range. A heavy cannonading
at once began and continued without intermission for hours.
In the mean time three regiments of infantry, having landed from

the transports below, were advancing with the intention of attempt-
ing to dislodge us with small-arms. I had but two regiments with
me at the time, having dispatched Colonel Mabry with his regiment
(Third Texas) to check a force of the enemy advancing from Me-
chanicsburg, and sent the First Texas Legion, under Colonel Haw-
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kins, ovei' to the left to guard another road upon which the enemy
were making some demonstrations. However, I knew the men in
whom I trusted and was not doubtful of the issue.

The Sixth and Ninth Eegiments Texas Cavalry, commanded by
Colonel Wharton and Lieutenant-Colonel Berry, nobly sustained
their well-earned reputation for gallantry and unflinching firmness.
The enemy charged and were driven back ; rallied, charged the

second time, and Avere again repulsed with six-shooters at 25 paces'
distance, and this time so signally and effectually that they could
not be checked again until they were safe on board their boats.

Their killed and wounded, with many arms that were thrown
away in their flight, were all left in our possession and were col-

lected up after the fight.

The enemy made no further eifort to dislodge us, but late in the
evening about-faced and moved off down the river. I did not con-
clude that they had given up the expedition entirely, and was not
surprised when at daylight the next morning their boats again ap-
peared in sight. I had, however, exhausted almost all my artillery

ammunition and determined to husband the remainder for an
emergency. No resistance to the boats passing was therefore
attempted, but as the transports went by, with troops and horses
entirely exposed, the Ninth Texas Cavalry lined the banks and
jDoured into them several volleys, which must have done much exe-
cution.

As soon as they were passed I moved my command direct to Yazoo
City, determined to intercejjt them again at that place and prevent
their landing, or expend my last shot in the eft'ort.

Arrived at Yazoo City on the evening of the 4th. The enemy did
not appear until about 8 a. m. the following day, when three gun-
boats turned the bend of the river 3 miles below town. My position

had already been chosen and artillery posted. The bank of the
river was lined with my sharps! looters, concealed by the rough and
broken surface of the ground. Wlieii the advance boat (which
proved to be the No. .3R) had arrived to within a few yards of the
landing one of my rifled pieces oi:)ened fire, at short range, almost
every shot taking effect and some of them passing entirely throngli

the boat into the water beyond. The enemy promptly returned out-

shots, but in a few moments the No. 38 was disabled and began with
great difficulty to drop back down the river. The other boats, halt-

ing beyond range of our guns, shelled i2fe for an hour or two and
then drew off to their transports, 4 miles below the city. I now
made dispositions of my forces for resisting a land attack, suspect-

ing the enemy of an intention to again send out his infantry. In-

deed, several regiments had already landed and deployed in line,

but showed no desire to come within range of our muskets. Evi-
dently intimidated by the rough handling they received the day
before at Liverpool, the whole force rei-embarkeri late in the evening
and moved off down the river, closely followed "^y my scouts, an(1

was rei:)orted passing Satartia at 10 o'clock next morning.
I now deemed it prudent to remain in the vicinity of Benton until

I could obtain reliable information in regard to the movements of

Sherman's forces and of our own cavalry. I had received no dis-

patches for several days, and the reports that reached me were so

uncertain and contradictory that I could not credit them.
Your dispatch directing me to rejoin the rest of the division east

of Pearl River reached me at the Ponds, 4 miles west of Benton,
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Miss., February 8. I moved at once and traveled as rapidly as my
teams -•vould bear. Arrived at Daleville, Miss. , about the same time
that the advance of the enemy reached Meridian, and decided to

communicate from there with Brigadier-General Jacks(jn or Major-
General Lee and aAvait tlieir instructions.

In the ineau time, not wishing to continue idle, I moved down to

Marion Station, and lliere meeting the enemy, the Third Texas Regi-

ment kept lip a sliarj) skirmish with them throughout the day.

The following day! ^vas ordered toward the northern part of the

State to re-enforce General Forrest. Arrived at Starkville, but too

late to be of any service there, as the enemy had already been driven
back and were now in full retreat. At Starkville, therefore, our
route was changed, and in obedience to orders from General J ack-

son I returned again to Yazoo County.
Arrived at Benton, Miss., on the 28th, and was about encamping

my command at the Ponds, 4 miles west of Benton, when a squadron of

negro cavalry from Yazoo City came in sight. I immediately ordered
detachments of the Sixth and Ninth Regiments, which happened
to be the nearest at hand, to charge them. The negroes after the first

fire broke in wild disorder, each seeming intent upon nothing but
making his escape. Being mounted on mules, however, but few of

them got away. The road all the way to Yazoo City was literally

strewed with their bodies. The negro troops after this were very
timid, and never came out to reconnoiter but that they were easily

chased back by a few scouts.

On the evening of March 4, the West Tennessee Brigade, com-
manded by Brigadier-General Richardson, arrived at my camp. I

had been in communication with General Richardson for several
days, and at my request he had brought his command down to assist

niG in an attempt to drive the enemy from Yazoo City. Being the
senior officer, I desired him to assume command of both brigades, but
this he declined.

At 8 a. m. of the 5th, in accordance with the plans agreed upon
the evening before, our combined force moved on Yazoo City, the
object being to feel the enemy's position, and having determined his
strength to decide then upon the policy of attempting to take the
place. The Third Texas Regiment, of my command, being in ad-
vance, drove in the enemy's pickets and approached to within 200
yards of a strong redoubt on the jjjauk road, which was held by the
Eleventh and One hundred and ninfti Illinois Regiments, consoli-

dated. The Ninth Texas, being directed to the left, took position at a
fortified hill to the south of this redoubt and about 500 yards distant.

In the mean time General Richardson, with his own and two regi-

ments of my command, had borne to the right, taking a road that
leaves the plank road li miles from Yazoo City, leading into the
northeast corner of the town, and had occupied another hill to the
so\ith of and GOO yards distant fi'oin the redoubt on the plank road.
Tlie artillery of both brigades being now in pesition and within easy
range of the enemy opened a brisk lire, many shells exploding within
the redoubt, and must have done much execution, but failed to drive
the enemy from his position. Finding this to be the case, General
Richardson pillshed forward his column and occupied the town, driv-

ing all opposition before him. The enemy in the redoubt were now
cf)mp]etely surrounded, and their capture seemed inevitable. I de-

manded a surrender, and, being refused, we decided to again concen-
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trate our artillery upon the redoubt at short range, hoping to drive
them out with shell, for to have assaulted the place would have been
a sacrifice of more men than it was wortli.

We had now undisputed possession of Yazoo City, exce])t a ware-
house immediately on the river bank, in whicli a few of tlie enemy
were crouching under the protection of their gun-boats. Gejieral Ri ch-
ardson had fired a large lot of cotton which the Ya'iikees luid col-

lected for transportation down the river, and destroyed a large cpian-

tity of quartermaster's and commissary stores. Tlie hospitals of the
enemy, with all his wounded (some .30 in number), were in our posses-

sion, together with 18 prisoners and a large number of liorscs and
mules. We had accomiilished all tliat could be effected by holding
the city, and therefore decided to withdraw our forces therefrom,
which was effected quietly and without confusion. The enemy in

tlie redoubt seeing this movement in town, and thinking Ave were
retreating, sallied out and attempted to cliarge the two regiments
in tlieir front, but were quickly repulsed. About this time two
transports arrived with re-enforcements, upon which it was decided
to withdraw all our forces, which we did, retiring to our former en-

campment near Benton. The following morning the enemy all left

i^azoo City, evidently anticipating a renewal of tlie attack.

My command had acted most gallantly throtighout the day, and
indeed diiriug the entire campaign on the Yazoo River men and offi-

cers displayed true courage. To them their country is indebted for

any success that may liaA'e attended our efforts.

To Brigadier-General Richardson I am under obligations for his

ready and zealous co-operation in the attack on Yazoo City. This

truly gallant officer is an honor to the service, and a noble exponent
of unflinching fidelity to the South.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. S. ROSS,

Brigadier- Oeneral.

Capt. George Moorman,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., Jackson's Cavalry Division.

FEBRUARY 8, 1864.—Scout near Maryville, Tenn.

Report of Maj. Joseph B. Presdee, Second Indiana Cavalry.

[Maryville. Tenn.,]
February 8, 1804—9 p. m.

Colonel : In pursuance to orders, I took charge of a scouting

party toward Sevierville.

I scouted on the Knob road as far as the house of Mr. Rogers,

about 18 miles from Maryville and on the main "Sevierville road, 2

miles beyond the cro.ssing of the Knoxville road, also aboiit 18

miles from Mai'yvilli\ I also scouted the country between these two
roads, but hear<l nothing of tlie enemy with tlio oxcojition of 4

stragglei's. There -\vere 20 at Wylaiid's Mills yesterday, and 100

Avitliiu 3 miles of Mr. Goddard's (7 miles from Maryville) on Satur-

day, stealing horses and committing other depredations. These last

came in by the Knob road. None of them appear to have come
farther on the main road than the Knoxville crossing, however.
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Aboiit 150 or 200 went on the Knoxville road (I think on Saturday)
toward Knoxville, returning at night with 14 or 15 Federal prison-

ers, said to be a picket-post captured near Knoxville.
Very respectfully,

J. B. PEESDEE,
Major, Commanding Second Indiana Cavalry.

Col. 0. H. La Grange,
Comdg, Second Brigade, First Cavalry Division.

FEBRUARY 13, 1864,—Scout near Knoxville, Tenn.

liPJlPOKTS.
No. 1.—Lieut. Col. Isaac R. Sherwood, One hundred and eleventh Ohio Infantry.

No. 3.—Sergt. MaJ. Gustavus F. Smith, One hundred and eleventh Ohio Infantry.

No. 1.

RepoH of Lieut. Col. Isaac R. Sherv.-ood, One hundred and eleventh

Ohio Infuniry.

Camp One hundred and eleventh Ohio Infantry,
February 14, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the following

:

For several days past I have been sending scoiiting parties in my
front on the Rutledge road. Yesterday a portion of my scouts went
out aboiit 7 miles, and within sight of the enemy's camp. I learn
from our scouts and citizens that there is a brigade of rebel cavalry
in our front. Some citizens say that they are at Blain's Cross-Roads,
while others are of opinion that only one regiment is at that point.
Fourteenth Kentucky. Our scouts saw quite a camp near Flat
Creek yesterday, judging by the iires, say two or three regiments.
Our scouts encountered the flag of truce yesterday. Rebel Majoi'
[Captain] Simms, of Fourth [Eighth] Kentucky Cavalry, by remarks
made to Sergeant-Major Smith of our regiment, understands pretty
well the disposition of our forces here at the front. The rebel scout
(numbering 10) were within 3 miles of our lines on the 12th.

I would call the attention of the general to the exposed condition
of our line and the great distance we are from support. I send out
a scout to-day at 3 p. m., and will try and ascertain their strength
and position. - •»

I inclose report of Sergeant-Major Smith.
I am, very respectfiiUy, vour most obedient servant,

I. R. SHERWOOD,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding.

Lieut. S. H. HuBBELL,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

s

No. 2.
~*

Report of Sergt. Maj. Gusfavus F. Smith, One hundred and eleventh
Ohio Infantry.

Headquarters 111th Ohio Volunteer Infantry,
Near Knoxville, Tenn., February lA-, 1804.

Sir: Allow me to report the following with regard to the scouting
party si'iit out on tlio niorniiiy of ilic^ VMli instant:

ALtei' It'Hving canii) fit 111 a! in. we !isc('ndcd the hills on the south
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side of the Rutledge road, sending 2 reliable scouts up the op-
posite side of the valley. After advancing about 3 miles, a halt was
ordered, and I went out to learn whether the advance had learned
any news of importance, supposing that Lietitenant Beery, who was.

in command, would advance slowly along the crest of the hills as we
had been previously doing. I then ordered 2 of the scouts to keep
along the foot of the hills and under cover as much as possible until

they should discover the enemy, while I took the 2 remaining
(there being but 4 in the advance beside myself), and ascending
to the crest of the hill searched the valley through which the road to

Biain's Cross-Roads from Knoxville passes.

Thus we kept on for about 3 miles, discovering no enemy, but
learning from citizens who were reported to me as reliable Union
men that they had a force of one brigade at or near Biain's Cross-

Roads. They came in on the evening of the 11th ; also, that enemy
had a force of quite a large number at Flat Creek, one regiment hav-
ing come in on the evening of the 12th, and on the morning of the
13th another force of two or three regiments came in.

From the position that we then were we could see for some dis-

tance up the valley. The smoke of the camps could be easily seen

;

also we could see a force of cavalry approaching, which proved to be
a flag of truce. We immediately went down to the road and received

them. From remarks made to me by the adjutant of the Fourth
Kentucky Cavalry their lines were not far distant ; also from re-

marks that they made they know the situation of the troops in this

vicinity and the exact number of regiments ; also, that while the

truce party was coming in from the place where we first met them,
they stopped for quite a while at the houses of different ones along
the road who are notorious rebels.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
I am, sir, with much respect, your obedient servant,

G. F. SMITH,
He'iycdiil-Majm:

Lieut. W. S. Thurston,
Adiiuj As/iififanf Adjuianf-Gciiprdl.

FEBRUARY 14, 1864.—Affair near Larkinsville, Ala.
•» -»

RepoH of Bruj. Gen. Morgan L. Smith, U. S. Army, commanding
Second Division, Fifteenth Army Corps.

Larkinsville, Ala.,
February 15, 1864.

Sir : Two privates of Eleventh Texas Cavalry were captured on

Sand Mountain about midnight, night before last, l)y 2 of Captain

Latham's men with inclosed dispatch.

I saw General Grant in Nashville. He said heliad just sent you
authority to muster the Alabamians, and that he was at great loss

to get at the designs of the rebels in your front.

The inclosed dispatch came in just before the cars arrived from

the west, so I sentT;he original to General Grant by the conductor,

to be handed to the conductor on the other road.

About 10 a. m. yesterday 2 of Captain Latham's company were
attacked by about 15 bushrangers about 8 miles northwest from
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here, and 1 of them captured. I immediately sent 40 mule-cav-
alry to arrest 5 of the best

'

' secesh " in the vicinity of the attack,

and 5 more from the vicinity of the robbery of a Union man's
house, 2 miles farther on. This is probably some or all of the same
party that stole General Woods' mules. I am expecting the ])Hrty

back, when I will report and await orders.

I inclose proceedings of military commission in case of Sniitli and
others for orders or suggestions in the case.

Your obedient servant,
M. L. SMITH,

Brigadier- General, Commanding.
Maj. R. R. TowNES,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Inelosure.]

Headquarters,
Rome, Ga., Fehrtiary 10, 18G4.

Lieiit. J. W. Collier,
Commanding Scouts:

Dear Sir : Your dispatch by courier reached me this morning,
and was quite satisfactory. I hope you will push your inquiries to

the river without delay so that no doubt may exist of the enemy's
position about Larkin's Landing. When that is satisfactorily done,
if no enemy is found on this side of the Tennessee, you can report
to me with your detachment. Should you find the enemy still on
this side of the river, observe his movements narrowly and report
them by courier.

I am, lieutenant, most respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN C. BROWN,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

FEBRUARY 15, 1864.—Skirmish at Laurel Creek, Wayne County, W. Va.

Report of Col. George W. Gallwp, Fourteenth Kentucky Infantry.

Headquarters District of Eastern Kentucky,
Louisa, Ky., February 19, 18G4.

Captain : I have the honor to report to the general commandiug
that Col. M. J. Fergiison, of the Sixteenth Virginia Cavalry, with
a i^ortion of his command was captured on Laurel Creek, in Wajnie
County, Va., 25 miles from this place.

I started from camp with a detachment from the Fourteenth Ken-
tucky Volunteer Infantry of 275 infantry, and from the Thirty-
ninth Kentucky of 150 mounted men, and left camp at 8 p. m. on
tlie 14th instant. Marched 20 miles, and reached the mouth of

Laurel at 7 a. m. on the loth instant. I divided my command at

this point, sending a detachment up main Laurel of three companies
(B, H, and G) under the command of Cajrt. JohJtC. Collins, Fourteenth
Kentucky Volunteers, and moved the balance up on the ridge to get

around the rebel camp. The detachment came upon the enemy,
completely surprising them, and in the fight captured Colonel Fergu-
son, his surgeon, 2 lieutenants, and 38 non-commissioned officers and
privates, completely routing and disjiersing them.
We killed and left dead on the field 10 rebel soldiers, wounding

several and releasing 10 Federal prisoners held by the rebels. Brought
off and destroyed 80 Enfield rifles and carbines, and a number of
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Colt army pistols, all the camp and garrison equipage, subsistence,

forage, and ammunition, and recapturing a large number of horses
that liad been stolen in West Virginia, and returning to camp on
the 10th instant without the loss of a man, having marched 30 miles
and back in thirty-two hours, over the hills on a bad road, and most
of the time no road at all.

Colonel Ferguson's command is the same that captured General
Scammon and staff and burned the steam-boat on the Kanawha.

I had to leave my district to attack Colonel Ferguson, but deemed
it my duty to do so.

To the energy and officer-like conduct of Capt. John C. Collins and
Capt. William H. Bartrum, Companies G and H, Fourteenth Ken-
tucky Volunteers, I am much indebted for the success of the expedi-
tion.

I am, captain, your obedient servant,
GEO. W. GALLUP,

Colonel Commanding, District of East Tennessee.

Capt. J. D. Bertolette,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

ADDENDA.

Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. District op Kentucky,
'No. 54.

j
Louisville, Ky., March 3, 1864.

V. The general commanding desires to express his thanks to Col.

George W. Galhip and the brave officers and men of the Fourteenth
and Thirty-ninth Kentucky Volunteers who composed the late expe-
dition into Virginia, whic h resulted in the defeat of a superior force

of the enemy and the capture of 4 officers and 38 men, and a large
amount of arms and munitions of war. The good judgment and
abilit

J' displayed in planning and executing the expedition are highly
commendable.

By command of Brigadier-General Burbridge.
A. C. SEMPLE,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

FEBRUARY 15-MARCH 6, 1864.—Expedition from Vicksbnrg to Grand
Gulf, Miss.

Report of Col. Charles A. Gilchrist, Twelfth Louisiana Infantry,
African descent.

Hdqes. 13th Louisiana Vols., African Descent,
Vicksburg, Miss., March 9, 1864.

Sir: In obedience to orders this day received ^rom headquarters
Snventeentli Army Corps, I would resiDectfully make the following
I'eport

:

Received orders from post headquarters on the 14tli of February,
1SG4, of Avhich the _foUowing is a copy :

Si'F.ciAL Orders,
{

Headquarters of the Post and Defenses,
No. ii. f Vicksbiirg, il/m., February 14, 1864.

The 'i'wtlftli Regiment Louisiana Infantry, African descent, will liolJ itself in
roa'lii'i-s-; (ii (>:nbark on board stcam-l)oat for (irand Gulf, IMiss., reiiortinfj; on ar-

rival tlioie to Brigadier-General EUet, coniinaniiini:; MissLsMipin Marine Brigade.
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They will establish a recruiting station at that place, and give such assistance con-
sistent with other duties to the agent of the Treasury Department at that place in

collecting abandoned property as he may require. They will be provided with
twenty days' rations and 100 r<,unds of ammunition per man and two tents per
company, with all their transportation excepting one wagon. A sufficient guard
will be left in charge of the camp at this place. Notice will hereafter be sent of

the time of departure.
By order of Brig. Gen. J. McArthur :

W. H. F. RANDALL,
Assistant Adjvtant-Qeneral.

Received an order the same day directing me to embark at 9

o'clock the next day as directed in Special Orders, No. 43.

Embarked on steamer Shenango February 15 for Grand Gulf,
Miss., with five regimental and three post teams of the ten that were
ordered to go with us ; were not all taken for want of room. My
command numbered 419 officers and men. Before starting a man
by the name of Camp introduced himself to me as the Treasury
agent whom I was to assist, presenting an order from General Mc-
Arthur to permit no one, except Mr. Camp and 4 other persons
named in the order, to go on board the transport. Do not remem-
ber their names. Two of them had appointments as assistant special

Treasury agents. Camp said the boat would return and bring down
the seven remaining teams the next day ; that we were going to haul
corn which he had purchased and was going to purchase for the
Government.
On the way down Camp hailed the steamer Thomas E. Tutt, and

we learned that General Ellet was at Rodney or thereabouts. At
Grand Gulf went aboard the gun-boat Pittsburg ; was informed that
General Ellet had not been there for a week ; was stopping a short
distance below. I therefore continued on down the river, and re-

ported to General Ellet at or near Rodney. Returned with him and
passed the remainder of the night at Saint Joseph.
On 16th, was ordered by General Ellet to return to Grand Gulf

and carry out General McArthur's instructions, reporting from time
to time to him (General Ellet). He recommended that I employ my
teams, after getting in some forage, in hauling out some cotton be-

longing to a Mr. Hamilton. I inquired how the Government was
to be paid for the use of the teams : that I would be afraid to receive
the money myself, as I had read of officers getting into a great deal
of trouble handling cotton. He thought my quartermaster might
receive it and jjay it over to the pos* quartermaster at Vicksburg,
but finally decided that I should make an entry on the back of the
license, or permit to buy, that the cotton had been transported at
Government expense a certain distance, and then it would be col-

lected where the cotton was sold. I was to impress and use all the
teams I needed. Th Treasury agents and cotton speculators con-
tinued on up to Vick ^burg. Mr. Camp said he would return with
the teams, and that wo would collect C. S. A. and abandoned cotton.

He did not return, and I have not seen him sijice. We fixed up our-
camp, and drilled from February 10 to 20.

I had met Mr. Hamilton ; he was anxious to get out his cotton ;

told him what directions General Ellet had given, and I was ready
to send out my teams. I could not fix any price for the use of them.
I would haul in the cotton ; my men would guard the train and the
cotton after it was hauled in, but he v/ould have to pay the men for

loading, unloading, and rolling it. That it was not the duty of sol-

diers to handle his cotton, and if they did it he must pay them.
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I sent out my teams on the 20th and brought in some bales that
were lying around in Hamilton's yard. I had learned that cotton
belonging to the C. S. A. and persons in the rebel army could be
properly taken possession of by any officer of the U. S. Army for
tlie benefifof the Government ; and hearing there was a large pile
of C. S. A. cotton south of my camp on Bayou Pierre which was
being moved away, I sent out a company to discover it. They found
where there had been a large pile of cotton, and traced part of it to
a shed on Berry's plantation. Forty-three bales were piled up and
05 bales on the ground

; the rest had been taken to Hamilton's yard
(TO bales). Of this 214 bales I would estimate that 100 had one head
torn out ; that 80 others had one new head lately put in. I have no
positive evidence, but I believe it was all, or nearly all, the C. S. A.
cotton I was looking for.

General Ellet arrived the evening of the 30th. I reported what I
had done. He ordered me to go ahead and finish hauling the next
day. Said he had found 900 bales of C. S. A. cotton on the Valen-
tine jilace. and we would go down to Bruinsburg and get it out. A
Mr. Hutchinson came and claimed the cotton on the Berry planta-
tion, and I was ordered to get that too. I made some inquiries of
the general concerning the time of starting down the river. He
said the owners of this cotton were about selling it to Mr. Clemens,
and if they did he would send down for the other boat and ten more
teams. Said these men were wild in their prices ; asked $200 per
bale. I informed General Ellet I thought it was C. S. A. cotton,
and at any rate I did not believe Hutchinson owned it. He said it

made no difference. Hutchinson did not pretend to own all he sold.

Clemens came in, said he had bought the lot, and the general then
told him to take the tug and go down for the other boat and the
wagons. Clemens asked for an order for the tug to take him down
to the other boat. The general replied :

" The captain has instruc-
tions to obey your orders." Clemens then asked for an order for the
boat to come uj^, and the general replied that he did not need any.
We had pressed three ox-teams into service. We got, I believe, 120
bales from Hamilton's house, the ends of which had not been
changed.
On the 22d, I was ordered out with the ten additional teams, called

post teams ; went to the Tiiislej' plantation, about 10 miles
;
got 81

bales. I heard of a lot of 40 bales, C. S. A. , near, and went with
one company to find it, but a detachment of Captain Sherman's
company, Second Wisconsin Cavalry, were getting it across to the
north side of Big Black ; learned that they had found 45 bales of it.

On 23d, sent out the whole train again about 8 miles to get cotton
claimed by Hutchinson, 91 bales; a part of it, say 50 bales, was stolen
from the C. S. A. or some individual, as a part of one head of each bale
was cut out. I informed General Ellet that the cotton had been tam-
))ered with ; that I believed it to be C. S. A. or abandoned cotton.

The general said he would look into the matter, liiiit he could not
believe there was anything wrong. Captain Hoel, of the gun-boat
Pittsburg, who was present, said he believed it was C. S. A.; but
early in the morning the cotton was all aboard the steamer Welcome
bound for ISTew Orleans, in all, I think, 51G bales. General Ellet
told me he had 61,000 to pay to post quartermaster atVicksburg for
use of post teams. I think Clemens, of the Autocrat, bought all the
cotton, but a Mr. Grant came forward and claimed some. Don't,
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know how it was settled. General Ellet gave the boat a clearance,

or something of that nature.

I was ordered with my command aboard the Autocrat and John
Raines, on the 24:th, but objected to taking my men aboard on ac-

count of small-pox, quite prevalent on the boats. The steamer Wel-
come Avas then detained for us until my transportation was aboard
the marine boats, when we dropped down to Bruiusburg.

Messrs. Hamilton and Hutchiusoii rather objected to paying the

men anything ; said it was Clemens' l)usiness. Clemens said lie

would pay what General Ellet should order. I told the general that

the men had been informed by me that they A\'oiild get extra pay, and
were expecting 81,000 or $1,200. General Ellet ordered liis assistant

adjutant-general to pay me S708, which I receipted iov and turned
over to the regimental treasurer the same day. I informed General
Ellet, Mr. Clemens, and the i-est of the cotton speculators present

that my aieji should not soil and wear out their clothes at that rate.

If they did extra work they should be paid for it, and we were not
called on to handle any more jDrivate cotton. It was all called

C. S. A. and abandoned.
I received the following order after arriving at Bruinsburg the

same day

:

Headquaeters Mississn-pi Makine Brigade,
Flag-ship Autocrat, Bruinsburg, Miss., February 24, 1864.

Colonel : You will detail one company and four of your poorest teanis for the
purpose of hauling forage to-morrow.
You will proceed with the remaining teams and six companies to the Valentine

place and bring in Confederate cotton, according to verbal instructions. Your men
wiU be supplied with two days' rations, and will move off by sunrise to-morrow
morning.
By order of Brig. Gen. A. W. Ellet

:

P. F. HOWELL,
Acting Assistant Adjutnut-Oeneral.

Febriiary 25, went out to the Valentine jAace, 14 miles ; found
about 65 bales of C. S. A. cotton had been rolled out of a shed di )wn
into a deep gulch. The marines had got out 21 bales, I believe,

before we got there ; 16 bales remained whole, which I had taken
out ; the balance, the bagging had been taken off. It was all done
by order of Mrs. Valentine. She said to save her buildings and
corn, as the cotton was ordered to be burned, Went to another shed ;

found about 1.31 bales all marked (?. 9". A. on the inside of one end of

each bale that I examined and M. S. on the outside. Saw General
Ellet, and he ordered me to send in the train when loaded, his cav-
alry to guard it. I was to leave 12 men at the cotton pile as guards,
and march back to Mrs. Valentine's house, 3 miles, and camp.

A. small squad of men visited the cotton in the night, but were
frightened away. I also, by General Ellet's order, brought in 34

bales of Mrs. Valentine's cotton, which he told me to take in lieu

of the Confederate cotton she had unbaled^ Afterward I was or-

dered to bring in all the Valentine cotton remaining i n that shed and
another one.

" Told the general I had told them by his order that we
had taken 34 bales in place of that scattered on llie ground, and
M^ould take no more ; they could have the loose cotton. He said he
had made different arrangements. He would take it all. The loose

cotton was to be rebaled on the halves, upon certain otlier condi-

tions as to time. Took 33 bales out of one shed ; could not well get

the other. When returning, Mrs. Valentine inquired if we had got
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it all, and wliy we did not ; said it made no difference to her, how-
ever, as she had sold it to Clemens, and he was to haul i" in.

February 37, went out to the Snodgrass place, just beyond
;
got 83

hales out of a gin, 9 of which were marked M. S. and 73 marked
B'burg, claimed by Evans ; but one head was out of every bale, and
about 50 bales more had been broken open in the gin and the bag-
ging gone. 1 believe it all to have been C. S. A. or stolen, aban-
doned cotton. I also brought in another pile of cotton from the
same place marked Bruinsburg, 78 bales. Told the general I thought
it was private cotton. He said it was no difference ; he would seize
it ; believed it all to be the same lot, and if it was Evans' cotton let

him prove it before the assistant Treasury agent. Evans told me he
had sold it all to Clemens for .$140 per bale, and Clemens to have it

<1 rawn to the river. General Ellet told me that McDowell, of Vicks-
burg, held that all cotton with the ends of the bales defaced, torn
out, or newly put in, was C. S. A., or stolen, abandoned cotton ; and
that a pile that was mixed with C. S. A. was all condemned. I there-
fore, on finding a lot of about 100 or 130 bales, all but 60 broken
open and both heads of the 60 bales gone, took it to the river. Three
negroes told me they cut the heads out. I asked what for, and they
all said it was Government cotton, and Neely had told them to cut
the marks off ; did it about a week before. Clemens had bought
tliis lot of Neely, and Neely was baling up the rest for him.

I found a lot of cotton in a seckided place on James Creek, 81

bales, marked Dohan on one end of each bale and C. S. A. on the
other end of about 60 bales ; others the ends were turned inside out

;

some were painted over. Hauled it all to the river. Also at corn-
cribs near by found a lot of cotton marked C. S. A., Dohan, Laurel
Hill ; some marks painted over, some new heads, and a few heads
missing, all intermingled ; 113 bales, I believe, in all. Dohan claimed
for himself and brother all of these two lots of cotton ; showed me
a kind of safeguard addressed to all officers and soldiers of the Con-
federate army, directing them not to burn the cotton, as an arrange-
ment had been made between him , as agent for the Confeder-
ate States, and Mr. Dohan, by which Dohan was to keep the cotton.

I told him I would not respect any such claim. He said there was
no C. S. A. cotton in either of two lots of 99 bales, a part of the 113
biilcs. I overhauled it, and found plenty of evidence that he had
lied about it.

General Ellet broiight some cotton dhfbf Bayou Pierre in a flat-

boat ; my men assisted in unloading it ; 350 bales, General Ellet said,

and all C. S. A. , also that Mrs. Crane claimed that she had burned
the C..S. bonds, and now owned the cotton again.

I lost 1 man taken by the rebels and hung ; had 1 officer and 3 men
accidentally wounded.
We saw rebels nearly every day, but were not attacked. We had

captured a number of horses and mules", about 70 ; about 40 or more
were turned loose by order of the general. \
March 6, I finished hauling the cotton claimed by Dohan, and was

then ordered with all my camp and garrison equipage to embark on
the marine boats for Vicksburg, where I arrived the next day. On
the way up'met a bpat, and received the following order :

Speci.\l Orders, ) Headquarters of the Post,
No. 60. i

Vieksburg, 3IUs., March 5, 1864.

* * **-:{ -:: *

II. The commanding officer of the Twelfth Louisiana Infantry Volunteers, Afri-

pan descent, will as soon as possible after the receipt of this order embark his com-
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mand with camp and garrison equipage and transportation, and return to this city,

occupying his former encampment. Captain Fort, assistant quartermaster, will

furnish a steam-boat for this purpose. All captured and abandoned property col-

lected at his present encampment will also be forwarded to this place and reported

to the assistant special agent, Treasury Department, on its arrival here.

Bv order of Brig. Gen. J. McArthur

:

W. H. F. RANDALL,
Assistant, Adjutant-General.

On arriving here I made a report to the Treasury agent of the

282 bales brought up by the ram Switzerland in a barge, which ac-

companied us. He said it had been reported to him by General
Ellet. I asked some questions in reference to the amount, and kind
of evidence required to condemn this cotton we had been getting.

Told him I believed it nearly all justly belonged to the United States,

and I thought my evidence and that of my officers woiild be impor-
tant. He said cotton could not be condemned or confiscated here

;

that all such cases had to go to the North, and be tried by a court

;

that when he found a lot of cotton that other parties claimed, and he
thought there was evidence enough to condemn it, he sent it up with
the papers, but had sent up so many cases wherein the claim of the
Government had not been sustained that he did not think that the
evidence against any of this cotton we had been engaged in getting
out was strong enough to condemn it ; that the letters C. S. A. on a
bale of cotton was not positive evidence of its being C. S. A. cot-

ton ; that a lot with the heads torn out or altered was not evidence,
and that the affidavit of Mr. Dohan and his neighbors was evidence
that Dohan had or could prove that this cotton was sold to the Con-
federacy and marked, but that he wanted 12^ cents per pound and
they refused to jDay it, so he took it back.

I obtained in the twenty days about 30 recruits. General Ellet
would not let my officers go out with his cavalry to get any. Gen-
eral EUet's men got out cotton at Rodney, which I had nothing to
do with. The general and the Treasury agents and cotton specula-
tors, by the general's consent or order, took possession of all the
cotton I brought in. They rolled nice C. S. A. cotton and inferior
private cotton all together, notwithstanding my protest that it should
be kejjt sepai'ate, or at least marked.
To sum up, we marched 250 miles, injured our transportation,

'exposed our lives, got but few recruits, and as far as ending thewar
is concerned, we did just nothing at ail ; but, if anything, served to
prolong it by assisting a lot of rebels and thieves to sell and get to
market about 1,515 bales of private, C. S. A., andabandoued cotton,
and a lot of speculators, whose loyalty I very much suspect, in mak-
ing fortunes.

I had told my officers and men that we had made for the United
States about 8200,000, but from the conversation I had with John A.
McDowell, assistant Treasury agent, I have come to the conclusion
that we have not assisted in putting one cent jnto the U. S. Treasury.

I am, sir, yours, very resi:)ectfullv, *

CHARLES A. GILCHRIST,
Colonel Twelfth Louisiana, African Descents

Lieut. Col. W. T. Clark,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Seventeenth Army Corps,
Vicksburg, March 15, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to department headquarters.
This matter requires a thorough and searching investigation

which cannot be had now, the Marine Brigade being absent on the
Red River expedition.

JAS. B. Mcpherson,
Major-General.

FEBRUARY 16-MARCH 27, 1864.—Operations about Mobile, Ala.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Dahney H. Maury. C. S. Army, commanding
Department of the Gulf.*

Mobile, Ala.,
February 16, J 804—2 p. m.

Eleven vessels, seven or eight of them mortar-boats, took position
yesterday evening for attack on Grant's Pass ; opened fire at a. m.
All shots fell short. Rejjorted from Enterprise that no enemy is in

that direction. Send me four 20-pounder Parrotts and four 30-

pounder Parrotts, with 300 rounds for each gun. Send me also

200,000 pounds cannon powder for surplus projectiles, 10,000 pounds
rifle powder, and 250,000 caps.

General S. Cooper.

DABNEY H. MAURY,
Major-General, Commanding.

Mobile, February 33, 1804.

Enemy opened on Fort Powell this morning.
D. H. MAURY,

Major- General.
Lieutenant-Geiieral Polk.

Mobile, February 25, 1864.

Visited Fort Powell yesterday with General Gilmer. Six mortar-
boats, four gun-boats, lie off' about 2 miles and shell it. Three
hundred and seventy-three shots were thrown at the fort during the
day, three of whicla struck the bomb-proof, and two struck the
pai-apets. 'v

No damage : no casualties ; firing resumed this morning.
D. H. MAURY,

Major- General.
General S. Cooper.

*See also Sherman's report of the Meridian expedition, p. 173. For reports of
Unionnaval operations, see pp. 389, 390, Annual Report of the Secretary of the Navy,
December 5, 1864.

'
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Mobile, February 29, 1864.

Six mortar-boats, three gun-boats off Fort Powell. Firing re-

newed this morning. One gun-boat, the Jackson, has been with-

drawn on account of injuries. Admiral Buchanan and his fleet

gone down into the lower bay. Tennessee expected to get down to-

day. No indications of land attack.

Major-General.

Hon. J. A. Seddon.

Headquarters Department op the Gulf,
Mobile, Ala., March 3, 1864.

My Dear Sir : I have kept you informed by telegraph of all

events of interest in this department.
I am glad that before receiving your dispatch directing me to

operate against Sherman I had sent General Cantey with a brigade

up the Mobile and Ohio Road, with orders to attack and drive back
any raiding party and to delay and obstruct Sherman's advance, if

it should be found he was really advancing on Mobile by that route.

I held re-enforcements ready for General Cantey. I sent this force

up at the very earliest moment possible.

The trains with Government stores which were being run down
to Mobile made the movement too late to prevent the destruction of

the bridge at De Soto ; but so soon as the enemy learned of Can-
tey's advance they retreated hastily toward Meridian, as I expected.

General Cantey reported that the force which had been coming
down this way was only a raid. I took immediate measures to re-

pair the road, but the injury done to it is very great. Major Whit-
held, of the quartermasters department, and Mr. Fleming, superin-

tendent of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, exhibited a great deal

of energy, capacity, and courage in saving the valuable rolling-stock

and the Government stores along the road.
For seventeen days the enemy's fleet has been attacking Fort

Powell. In that time near 2,000 shot and shell have been thrown at

the fort without doing any injury to it which has not been repaired
each night by a few hours' work.

Lieutenant-Colonel Williams, commanding, a very gallant and
energetic officer, was contused by a^ fjjagment of shell ; 4 others of

the garrison (privates) were slightly wounded, and 1 private killed.

There have been no other casualties.

The fort is stronger than on the first day. I have placed batteries

on Little Dauphin Island and on Cedar Point.
The fleet is much interrupted in its operations by shoal water and

by rough weather. When it resumes the attack I hope the fire of

the fort will be more effective than it has yet been. Two of the
enemy's boats have been towed off disabled. The present attack does
not seem very formidable. If the Tennessee Ihid Nashville can get
into the lower bay I believe the enemy will not be able to enter it.

The engineers have not yet been able to establish the battery in the
chanhel between Morgan and Gaines.

In making transfers from the Army to the Navy I respectfully

suggest that the organizations from beyond the Mississippi be not
subject to such transfers, and that only a certain ratio of each organi-

sation be trauKsferred. I suggest that the conscript officers^ here be
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permitted to transfer to the Navy conscripts preferring that service,
instead of sending them up to Notasulga, thence to be brought back
to enter the Navy. I suggest the establishment here of a conscript
camp with a view to facilitate the transfers of recruits to existing
organizations serving in this department.
There is a body of armed traitors in Jones County, Miss., who have

become so formidable that I have sent Colonel Maury With a force to
break them up. They have been seizing Government stores, have
been killing our people, and have actually made prisoners of and
paroled officers of the Confederate army. " They now threaten to in-
terfere with the repairing of the Mobile and Ohio Railroad. They
are represented to be more thaii 500 strong, with artillery.
The latest reliable dates from New Orleans are to the 22d ultimo.

Banks gave a ball at the opera-house on that date. No indication of
a serious attack on Mobile was reported.
My reports show that there are in store here more than seven

months' breadstufFs for 20,000 men ; more than three months' of
meat, and a good store of other articles. I have taken up within the
fortiiications more than 50 acres of gardens, which will very mate-
rially increase and improve the subsistence of the.troops.

Tlie line now under the enemy's attack has been deprived of its

energetic and experienced commander. General lliggins. He is ab-
sent from ill health, and I fear cannot again resume his ppst. I
know of no one so desirable to have command there at this time as
Col. Henry Maury. I hope he will be promoted so that I can assign
him to it.

I earnestly call your attention to the inability of the line officers

serving in the field to meet the necessary expenses of living. The
system adopted by the commissary department of conforming the
prices of articles sold to officers to the schedule adopted by the State
commissioners operates very oppressively in Alabama. The price of

flour has just been raised by the commissioners of this State from
$•45 to $100 per barrel. Pork is $2.40 per pound. I respectfully urge
a change in the system of charges.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DABNEY H. MAURY,
Major-General, Commanding.

Hon. James A. Seddon,
Secretary of War.

Mobile, March 5, 1864.

Thirteen vessels off the bar ; no firing this morning.
D. H. MAURY,

Major-General.
General S. Cooper.

MoiJiLE, Marcli 'il, 1864.

The LMiemy's fleet, consistiiLg of five schooners and brig, for some-
time at Fort PowqJI, left yesterday, and passed the bar at sundown,
sailing eastward. It is supposed they have gone to Pensacola.

DABNJEY H. MAURY,
Major-Generol,

General S. Coopek.



404 KY., S\V. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XLIV.

FEBRUARY 17, 1864.—Expedition from Island No. 10 to Riley's Land-

ing, Tenn.

Report of Capt. Robert M. Ekings, Thirty-fourth New Jersey

Infantry.

Headquarters U. S. Fo_rces,

Island No. 10, Tenn., February 18, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, having received informa-

tion that 4 deserters from the Union army were secreted near Tipton-

ville, Tenn. , I with 40 men of my command embarked on a steamer
at 2 a. m. of February 17. and proceeded down the river to Riley's

Landing, 6 miles below Tiptonville.

At Riley's house we seized a small amount of Government am-
munition and several guns. Being unable to carry away these guns
we destroyed them.
We then proceeded to the house of one Lewis, where we succeeded

in capturing 5 of the gang of guerrillas which has infested the bend
for five months past. Together with them we cai)tured their arms
and their horses. These men were in bed, having their pistols under
their heads, but being completely surprised ofPered no resistance.

From this point ve marched to the place where the deserters were
said to be employed, but could find no traces of them. Seeing no
chance of effecting any further captures we got on board a boat at

Tiptonville and returned to this post.

One of these prisoners, Owen Edwards, is a quasi lieutenant in

Meriwether's company of bushwhackers, and is reported to have
been in command of the party which fired into a Government boat
below Tiptonville about three months ago. Another, Lewis, claims
to belong to Faulkner's command. Gregg says he was a private
in Meriwether's gang, but that he deserted when Meriwether pro-

ceeded south. George Moore, formerly of the rebel army, now horse
thief and scoundrel in general, is the fourth person captured ; and
lastly Clayton, about whom I have no particular information except
his being found with the rest at Lewis' house. Lewis is a paroled
prisoner. He was formerly a captain in the Fifteenth Regiment Ten-
nessee Volunteers, rebel army. He stated that the guerrillas have
eaten over $300 worth of provisions at his house within six months.
He has a parole from General Quinby, formerly commanding this

district. ^ ^
Of the captured horses three have been sent to Columbus. The

prisoners will be examined and sent to Capt. I. H. Williams, district

provost-marshal.
R. M. EKINGS,

Capt. Company C, Sith New Jersey Infantry, Comdg. Post.

Capt. J. H. Odlin, Asst. Adjt. Gen.

FEBRUARY 17-22, 1864 Expedition from Motley'* Ford, Tenn., to Mur-
phy and vicinity, N. C.

Reports of Maj. Nathan Paine, First Wisconsin Cavalry, command-
ing expedition.

Headquarters First Wisconsin Cavalry,
Camp Near Motley's Ford, February 23, 1864.

Colonel: I have the honor to report that in accordance with
your orders I proceeded on the 17th instant with 250 men to North
Carolina via Tellico Plains.
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After the command crossed the State line detachments were sent
on all the roads. The country both sides of the Hiwassee, from
Taylor's Ferry to Suddorth's Ford (distance 28 miles), from Murphy
up the Valley River (13 miles), and from Suddorth's Ford to Fort
Hembree (10 miles), was thoroughly examined.
Roads generally good, but very mountainous. No forage from

Tellico Plains until you reach Suddorth's Ford. Here there is not
to exceed GOO bushels of corn within a circuit of 5 miles. Rough-
ness quite abundant. From Suddorth's to Fort Hembree forage is

not plenty. The country is very broken ; has been thickly settled,

but the houses are now mostly abandoned. The Hiwassee is forda-
ble in several places along the route. There is no organized armed
force in that vicinity.

The command was absent six days, during which we captured 38

men, 5 officers, 15 mules, and 4 horses. We met with no loss.

I remain, colonel, your obedient servant,
N. PAINE,

Major, First Wisconsin Cavalry.
Col. O. H. La Grange,

Commanding Second Brigade.

Headquarters First Wisconsin Cavalry,
Motletj's Ford, E. Tenn., February 33, 1864.

Colonel : In obedience to your orders I proceeded with 350 men
toward Murphy, N. C, 17th instant.

I fed at Tellico Plains, took two feeds of corn, and went to the
foot of Long Ridge, 10 miles beyond Tellico Plains, where I camped
for the night.
The next morning I started with the command at 5 a. m. Four

miles from this point a road branches off to Taylor's Ferry, on the

Hiwassee River. Captain Jones, First Wisconsin, took this road
with 50 men, with orders to go up the south bank of the Hiwassee
and join us at Suddorth's Ford, 7 miles beyond Murphy.
When within 10 miles of Murphy, I directed Captain Kessler to

take 50 men, go direct to Murjjhy and to Suddorth's Ford ; to halt

at that point for the rest of the command to come up. I took the

remaining 160 men, bore off to the left, crossing Beaver Dam Creek
and Valley River, and reaching Suddorth's the same night. I sent

a lieutenant and 30 men from Beaver'Daftn and Valley River to Sud-

dorth's, via Murphy.
I sent Captain Kneeland with 30 men up the Valley River to a

point 12 miles above Murphy.
The next morning Captain Comstock, First Wisconsin, took 50

men and went 1^ miles above Fort Hembree, on the Hiwassee.
At 7 o'clock this evening, the 19tli instant, the detachment being

all collected and having three feeds of corn shelled, the command
started and marched 14 miles toward the Tennesgee line.

The following day we marched 18 miles, and camped for the night

at Cocoa Creek.
The next day, 31st instant, we marched 13 miles, and camped 3

miles beyond Tellico Plains.

The next day, 33d instant, I reached camp with 33 rebel prisoners,

including 5 officers; also 15 mules and 4 horses. Forage and provis-

ions were very scarce along the route.

At Suddorth's we left a large quantity of roiighness and a few
hundred bushels of corn.
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Most of the houses along the road are deserted, the Union people

having been compelled to leave the country.
The whole country through -which we marched was very barren.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. PAINE,
Major First Wisecmsvri Cavalry.

Col. O. H. La Grange,
Commanding Second Brigade.

FEBRUAEY 18, 1864.—Skirmish near Maryville, Tenn.

REPORTS.
No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger, U. S. Army, commanding Fourth Army Corps.

No. 2.—Col. Edward M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding First Cav-

alry Division, Army of the Cumberland.

No. 1.

Ileport of Maj. Gen. Gordon Granger, U. S. Army, commanding
Fourth Army Corps.

Loudon, Tenn.,
February 19, 1864.

General : Colonel McCook reports that his scouts met about 30
of the enemy a mile the other side of Maryville yesterday (the 18th)
and drove them back, killing and wounding 5. They report a large
body of the enemy's cavalry encamped 4 or 5 miles from Maryville,
near the Sevierville road.
Colonel Jaquess reports this morning from Lenoir's that there

are no indications of the enemy between that place and Maryville,
and that a citizen who came for 15 miles down the north side of the
Little Tennessee River last night says he saw no enemy, and heard
of none, but citizens were expecting the rebels and were much fright-
ened. Reports from Sweet Water corroborate the above.

G. GRANGER,

Major-General Schofield.
Major- General.

No. 2.

Report of Col. Edivard M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, com-
manding First Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland.

Motley's Ford, Tenn.,
February 18, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of Special Orders,
No. 48, Department of the Ohio, attaching my command to that of
Major-General Granger.

I also have the Eonor to report that my scouts met about 30 of the
enemy a mile the other side of Maryville at noon to-day, and drove
them back, killing and wounding 5 ; they report a large body of the
enemy's cavalry encamped 4 or 5 miles from Maryville, near tlie

Sevierville road.
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Two days ago I sent a detachment, 300 strong, to Murphy for the
purpose of capturing some of the enemy's infantry (six companies)
sent there on tnrlough.

I will send a full report of the condition of my command, and en-
deavor to report to-morrow to the general commanding in person.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD M. McGOOK,

Colonel, Commmiding.
Lieut. Col. J. S. FULLERTON,

Assistant Adjutant- Ge7ieral.

FEBRUARY 18-19, 1864.—Scout from Ooltewah, Tenn., to Burke's and
Ellidge's Mills, 6a.

REPORTS.
No. 1.—Capt. William C. Harris, Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry.

No. 3.—Capt. William W. Van Antwerp, Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Capt. William C. Harris, Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry.

Hdqrs. Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers,
Ooltewah Station, Tenn., February 20, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of a
scout made by a detachment of the Thirty-eighth Illinois Volunteers
and a detachment of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry :

In obedience to orders from brigade headquarters, the command
started at 10 o'clock at night, February 18, 1864, the infantry and
cavalry moving together for 7 miles. At that point the cavalry took
a left-hand road that came in the main Burke's Mill road, 1 mile from
tlie mill. The infantry proceeded on the straight road to the mill.

The cavalry arrived at the point where the roads come together before

the infantry. It was then getting light, so the captain commanding
the cavalry thought it would be imprudent to wait for the infantry.

Tlie first picket was found near Burke's Mill. The cavalry charged
on tliem, and captured 3 of the number. A detachment of cavalry
was sent to Cherry's Mill, 1 mile from Burke's Mill, down the creek.

A detachment was also sent to Ellidge's Mill, where they found a
])icket station, and captured 6 men, among the number a lietitenant.

Orders having been entirely complfed'Vith, the command marched
back, infantry and cavalry together, on the road the infantry went
out on, by Salem Church. Upon arriving near Mr. Smith's resi-

dence, the command halted and got breakfast and rested.

There was 1 lieutenant, 7 soldiers, and 5 citizens captured. Cap-
tain Van Antwerp, commanding the cavalry, will report the number
of horses, mules, and arms captured. They are in his possession.

The night was a bitter cold one. The command suffered a great

deal. The officers and men endured the march^vithout a murmur,
and did their duty very well. The cavalry was especially active and
vigilant.

The command arrived in camp at 2.30 p. m., February 19, 1804.

I am, captain, your obedient servant,
W. C. HARRIS,

Captain, Commanding Thirty-eighth Regiment.

Capt. S. W. TuLEY,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.
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No. 2.

Report of Capt. William- W. Van Antwerp, Fourth Michigan
Cavalry.

Headquarters Fourth Michigan Cavalry,
Camp Stanley, Ooltewah, Tenn., February 19, 1864.

Sir : I have the houor to report that in compliance with orders I

moved from camp on Thursday evening at 10 o'clock -with 100 men
of my command, and joined the Thirty-eighth Illinois Infantry,

Captain Harris commanding.
Subsequently we moved out in conjunction, my command in ad-

vance, in the direction of Burke's Mill.

About 1 a. m. , when 6 miles from camp, we halted until 4 o'clock,

when we again moved forward. After proceeding 3 miles we sepa-
rated our commands, the infantry taking the road to the right and
my command taking the road to the left. Before separating it was
understood that we would form a junction 1 mile this side of Burke's
Mill.

When I arrived at that point it was some time after daylight, and
deeming it imprudent to delay operations I did not wait for the in-

fantry, but pushed forward. When within 200 yards of the mill I

observed the rebel picket, and immediately charged with my com-
mand, going through and about 100 yards beyond the gap, in which
charge I captured 3 of the enemy. As near as I could learn the
post was picketed by 4 men.

I then returned with my command to the mill, picketed the front
and flanks, and sent out a detachment of 30 men, under command
of Lieut. C. T. Hudson, to EUidge's Mill, and one of 15 men, under
command of a non-commissioned officer, to Cherry's Mill. After
an hour's absence Lieutenant Hudson returned, having charged a
picket of some 30 men near the mill, G of whom he captured, 1 a
lieutenant. The detachment sent to Cherry's Mill also returned in
the course of an hour, but without having seen any rebels.

The infantry having joined us in the mean time, we started back
at 8 o'clock, and marched steadily until within 5 miles of our camp at
Ooltewah, when the command was halted for one hour and a half to
afford the men an opportunity for rest and refreshments.
At 12.30 o'clock we resumed the march, and arrived in camp at

3 p. ra. ^ ,
Kespectfully, your obedient servant,

W. W. VAN ANTWERP,
Captain, Commanding Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,
First Brigade, First Division, Fourth Army Corps.

FEBRUARY 19, 1864.—Operations about BroT>t's Ferry, Ala.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Chrenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army, command-
ing Left Winy, Sixteenth Army Corps.

Pulaski, Tenn.,
February 19, 1864.

A considerable cavalry force has got back into the Tuscumbia
Valley. In an attempt to cross to-day they were repulsed at tliree
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ferries. The force arrived on river yesterday. We lost a few men
wounded. The enemy also lost some in wounded, prisoners, and
some nine boats, skiffs, and flat-boats.

G. M. DODGE,
Brigadier- General.

Brig. Gen. J. A. Rawlins,
Chief of Staff.

Pulaski, February 19, 1864.

Colonel Phillips, who is at the river at Lucas' and Brown's Ferry,
says three regiments certain have made their appearance on the
river to-day and yesterday—one at Decatur, one at Brown's. I was
throwing a small mounted force over when we made the discovery.
Captured a few boats, prisoners, &c., and it is positive that our
crossing has brought Roddey back ; but so far as I can learn to-
night the prisoners taken do not belong to his command. Will
know in morning. Their attempt to cross to this side was a failure
to-day, and I do not believe they had any serious intentions of taking
over much of a force.

G. M. DODGE,
Brigadier- General.

Maj. R. M. Savstyer,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

FEBRUAET 20, 1864.—Skirmish on the Sevierrille Boad, near Kaoxville,

Tenn.

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Milo S. Hascall, U. S. Army.
No. 2.—Lieut. Col. Robert Klein, Tliird Indiana Cavalry.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Milo S. HctSclM, TJ. S. Army.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Twenty-third Army Corps,
Knoxville, Tenn., February 31, 1864.

Major : While I was visiting my command on the other side of

the river yesterday the enemy attacked my picket-post on the Sevier-
ville road, and showed themselves rather prominently on all the
roads. I thought it best to ascertain what was in our front, and
accordingly took the Fourth Tennessee Infantry, uader Major Pat-
terson, about 150 to 175 men, and the left wing of the Third Indi-

ana Cavalry, under Lieut. Col. Robert Klein, about 200 men in

ranks, and started out on the Sevierville road, the infantry in

advance. About a mile out we encountered the enemy's outpost,
which was promptly driven away by the infantry. As soon as we
had the rebels fairly started in retreat I directed Colonel Klein to go
forward with his men and press the enemy vigorously till he ascer-

tained how much force they had. He at once obeyed the order and



41 KT., S"W. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AOT) N. GA. [Chap. SLVf.

fell upon them witli great vigor, pushing them back about 2 or 3

miles farther. Finally, with two companies, he charged upon the

Fourth and Eighth Tennessee (rebel) Cavalry, and succeeded in cut-

ting off some 200 of them, but could only bring off 10 of them, 1 of

whom was the adjutant of the Eighth Tennessee. Having now
ascertained from citizens and the prisoners taken that it was
two brigades of Martin's (rebel) cavalry that we were contending

with, and not deeming it prudent to push any farther with my small

force, as compared with theirs, I directed them to withdraw. Colo-

nel Klein lost 6 men wounded, 1 of whom will die. The whole
affair was very well executed by Colonel Klein, and proves him to

be a remarkably efficient officer. His men behaved themselves also

in the most creditable manner.
There were no casualties in the infantry force.

I forward the report of Colonel Klein.

All which is respectfully submitted.
MILO S. HASCALL,

Brig. Gen. of Vols., Comdg. Division.

Maj. G. M. Bascom,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Tiventy-tJiird Army Corps.

No. 2.

Report of Lieut. Col. Robert Klein, Tliird Indiana Cavalry.

Hdqrs. Left Wing Third Indiana Cavalry,
Near Knoxville, Tenn., February 31, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the following as the part taken by
my command in the affair of yesterday on the Sevierville road :

After the enemy's outposts were driven in beyond our vedette
station, by General Hascall's order I passed to the front with four
companies. Leaving one company to guard against a movement
around to our rear, I soon met the enemy in considerable force and
skirmished (both mounted and dismounted) with them, driving
them slowly, until by a charge we drove in the Fourth and Eighth
Tennessee Cavalry to where the j-eijiainder of their force was dis-

mounted and in line. Here I had every man in hotly engaged, when
finding the odds too great against us, I thought it prudent to with-
draw, which was done in good order.

As fruits of the engagement I broiight off 1 adjutant (Eighth Ten-
nessee) and 9 men, 10 horses, some arms, &c. My loss was 6 men
wounded (1 mortally), 12 horses left on the field, 6 stand of arms.
The enemy's loss was greater ; so far as could be observed, 5 known
to be killed. We had at once as many as 200 men cut off, but were
too weak to hold them. '^

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
ROBERT KLEIN,

Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. Edmund R. Kerstetter,
Assistant Adjutant- General.
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FEBRUARY 22, 1864—Skirmishes at Gibson's and Wyerman's Mills, on In-
dian Creek, Va., and at Powell's Bridge, Tenn.

REPORTS.
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Theophilus T. Garrard, U. S. Army, commanding District of

the Clinch.

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. William E. Jones, C. S. Army.
No. 3.—Lieut. Col. Alphonso F. Cook, Eighth Virginia Cavalry.
No. 4.—Col. William E. Peters, Twenty-first Virginia Cavalry.
No. 5.—Capt. John B. Thompson, Twenty-seventh Virginia Cavalry Battalion.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. TheopMlus T. Garrard, U. 8. Army, command-
ing District of the Clinch.

Headquarters District of the Clinch,
Cumberland Gap, Tenn., February 24, 1864.

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your
dispatches of the 19th and 22d instant.
As I telegraphed on the 22d instant, the First Battalion, Eleventh

Tennessee Cavalry. Lieutenant-Colonel Davis commanding, which
was stationed at Wyerman's Mill, 5 miles east from the gap on the
Jonesville road, was surprised at daylight that day, entirely sur-
rounded, and, together with an infantry company of the Second North
Carolina Mounted Infantry, captured. A company of the Nine-
ty-hrst Indiana Infantry, in charge of Lieutenant Wise, which was
with the command of Colonel Davis, about a quarter of a mile in
advance, fought and cut their way through, with a loss of 3 killed
and wounded, and escaped. Four officers and about 60 men of Col-
onel Davis' battalion, and 7 men of the Second North Carolina com-
I)any succeeded also in making their escape. Colonel Davis, among
the captured, is severely wounded.
On account of never having been able to obtain a correct report

from that command, it is very difficult to arrive at exact numbers
so as to represent the loss of the Eleventh Tennessee Cavalry proper.
Simultaneously with the surprise of Colonel Davis' command the

outpost at Powell's bridge, on Tazewell road, where I had 50 men
of the Thirty-fourth Kentucky Infantry, in charge of Captain Pick-
ering, stationed at the block-house, was attacked by the enemy (a

portion of Vauglm's command) three times, but without success.

To prevent their being cut off, I moved Captain Pickering, with his

men, to within safe distance.
Yesterday I sent a flag of truce, in charge of Colonel Mehringer,

Ninety-first Indiana Infantry, into the enemy's line for the purpose
of burying our killed and with a view of obtaining some informa-
tion. The flag of truce was treated with, the utmost civility, but
nothing could be ascertained from the fact that we did not get in

communication with the commanding officer, althougli kept waiting
a very long time for that purpose.
The lines of this command are now contracted to within 2 miles

of the gap.
The entire available force here consists of about 1,200 men (in-

fantry and dismounted cavalry) and about 300 artillery (4 batteries).

Three companies of infantry (Ninety-first Indiana) will go home in

a day or two to be mustered out of the six months' service.
Pursuant to your instructions, I have ordered the Ninth New

Hampshire to this post, although I don't anticipate an attack now.
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From an escaped prisoner of the enemy (citizen) I learned that the
enemy had been 30 miles above here, but moved dovm to Ball's

Bridge, 13 miles from here, yesterday.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

T. T. GARRARD,
Brigadier- General.

Brig. Gen. E. E. Potter,
Chief of Staff.

No. 3.

Report of Brig. Gen. William E. Jones, C. S. Army.

Headquarters Jones' Cavalry,
Morgan's Farrn, Lee County, Va., March 14, 1864.

Colonel : On February 31 my command was moved down to

Fulkerson's Mill, about 30 miles from Cumberland Gap. Learning
from Ewing Litterell, esq. , a citizen of this county, and his brother
William, a private in the Twenty-seventh Virginia Cavalry Battal-
ion, that Lieut. Col. R. A. Davis, Eleventh Tennessee (Federal)
Cavalry, commanded his regiment and about 75 infantry near Gib-
son's Mill, 5 miles east of the gap, I determined to surprise and capt-
ure this force if possible. My command started from its camp at
midnight, and when within 4 miles of the pickets of the enemy turned
to the left of the road through fields and in by-paths, reaching the
rear of the enemy undiscovered at daylight. Thirty men of the
Thirty-sixth Battalion Virginia Cavalry were ordered to guard the
crossing of Indian Creek between Gibson's and Wyerman's mill-
dams, to move into position as the action opened. The Thirty-fourth
BattalionVii'ginia Cavalry, under Captain Sayers, was sent down the
road to attack the pickets as soon as firing was heard in rear of the
enemy. Reaching the open ground concealed from the enemy near
his camp, the head of the column was halted until it could be closed
up from single file to fours, and until the Eighth and Twenty-first
Regiments and the Twenty-seventh Battalion Virginia Cavalry were
all in the open ground. The attack was to have been made with the
right of the Twenty-first Regiment on the Valley road, the Eighth to
its left, and the Twenty-seventh ^^talion on the right of the road.
The Eighth took the lead, and on coming in view saw the surprise
was complete, and dashed immediately into the camp, dispersing the
enemy at the first onset. There was but little firing in this part of
the field. Captain Gibson, with his company, on furlough (from
the Twenty-seventh Battalion Virginia Cavalry), accompanied the
expedition as guides, and moved well to the left to come between
[the enemy] and the mountain. _ It was intended the Eighth should
have supported this small force of excellent men, and had it done
so the 75 infantry could not have escaped Ifrom McPherson's barn.
The Thirty-fourth and the detachment of the Thirty-sixth acted
well their assigned parts. The remainder of the Thirty-sixth and
the Thirty-seventh Battalions were held in reserve and were not
needed.
The fruits of the expedition consist of 356 prisoners, 8 wagons,

and it is supposed about 100 horses ; small-arms were in due pro-
portion, and the entire ciamp equipage of the Eleventh Tennessee
(Federal) Cavalry and a detachment of infantry. There was a rich
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harvest of abandoned blankets and overcoats, much needed by my
command. Thirteen of the prisoners were runaway slaves.
Our loss was 3 killed and 7 wounded. Among the former was

Captain Burks, Twenty-first Virginia Cavalry, a most gallant and
excellent officer.

The loss of the enemy was 13 killed and many wounded. Among
the latter was Lieut. Col. R. A. Davis, commanding the forces of
the enemy.
My thanks are due to my efficient scouts and guides as well as my

staff—Capt. W. K. Martin, Lieuts. W. M. Hopkins, F. C. Chamber-
layn, and S. F. Adams—for the faithful discharge of their respective
duties.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. E. JONES,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Lieut. Col. G. M. Sorrel,

Aast. Adjt. Gen., Army of East Tennessee.

No. 3.

Report of Lieut. Col. Alphonso F. Cook, Eighth Virginia Cavalry.

Headquarters Eighth Virginia Cavalry,
March 10, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor (in the absence of Colonel Corns) to trans-
mit a report of the part taken by the Eighth Regiment Virginia
Cavalry in the action near Gibson's Mill on February 23, 1864 :

When the brigade halted near the turnpike half mile in rear of
tlie enemy's camp. Colonel Corns received instructions from General
Jones to cross the road and advance on the left, or, if he thought it

best on reaching the road, to charge the camp. On reaching the
road, seeing no way by which he could advance on the left without
dismounting, he determined at once to charge them. He gave the
order to charge, and when he reached the woods, 400 or 500 yards
from the camp, he turned to the left and went in an oblique direction

until he found himself near and in rear of the camp and the enemy
drawn up in line to receive us. He then wheeled by fours to the right
and charged them in line. They gave us one volley as we dashed
up, but with little effect, and before they o©uid reload we broke their
line and scattered them in every direction. Seeing them running
toward the mill-pond in large numbers, I took three companies and
followed across the creek, where we succeeded in capturing a great
many. The other companies of the regiment were kept by Colonel
Corns on the side of the pond next the camp until a large number
of prisoners were collected together, when Colonel Corns sent the
greater portion of them off with the prisoners.

The loss in the regiment was 1 private killed, 2 m<^rtally wounded
(since dead), and 1 or 2 slightly wounded.
There were not over 175 men of the regiment engaged, and I do not

think I exaggerate when I say that we either killed, wounded, or
captured at least one man for every one engaged.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. F. COOK,
Lieutenant-Colonel, Eighth Virginia Cavalry,

Lieut. W. M. Hopkins,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,
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No. 4.

Report of Col. William E. Peters, Twenty-first Virginia Cavalry.

Camp near Ball's Bridge,
March 8, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to forward you the following report of the

jDart taken by the Twenty-first Virginia Cavalry in the engagement
at Wyerman's Mill, Lee County, Va., on the 2ad day of February,
1864:
When the command of Brig. Gen. William E. Jones arrived

within sight of the enemy's camp on the morning of February 22,

I was ordered to form the Twenty-first Virginia Cavalry in column of

fours and in rear of the Eighth Virginia Cavalry. This was done as

ordered. I was informed that the Eighth would pass through the
encampment of the enemy if possible. I was directed to dismoujit

my regiment before reaching the enemy's camp, and to post it with
its right resting upon the main Cumberland Gap road, with the view
of intercepting such of the enemy as should attempt to escape in

the direction of either flank, and to be ready for any emergency
which might arise. I followed the Eighth in full charge until they
opened fire upon the enemy's camp. I at once obliqued to the right
and ill the direction of the Cumberland Gap road, from which the
column in the charge had diverged to the left a considerable dis-

tance. Before reaching the road I discovered that a small number
of the enemy were attempting to escape between the road and Indian
Creek, a short distance beyond, and that a considerable number had
already crossed the creek and were making their escape along the
opposite bank. I considered that I was justified by the orders given
me in advancing the head of my column as far as the creek. This
I did, and ordered my men to dismount and to fire upon the enemy
on the opposite side. They returned the fire feebly, and dispersed
among the cliffs and bluffs of the creek, which was impassable at
the point where my command was on account of the steepness of its

bank. When the enemy were out of range of my fire I ordered the
men to mount, with the view of crossing the creek lower down and
of intercepting them. When making this move I was directed by the
general commanding to take my command to a point east of the
enemy's camp, where there was oensiderable firing. Captain Thomp-
son, Twenty-seventh Battalion Virginia Cavalry, was sent to inter-

cept the portion of the enemy I was pursuing. Before reaching the
point above alluded to, I found the firing proceeded from a small
body of the enemy who had succeeded in reaching the spurs of the
main Cumberland range, and were firing at very long range upon a
portion of Twenty-seventh Battalion. I dismounted a detachment
of Twenty-first Virginia Cavalry, placed it in charge of Captain
Hximes, of said regiment, and ordered him to ascend the spur and
gain the rear of the enemy. The latter dispersed andtook refuge in
the main Cumberland range before this could be effected.

The officers and men of the regiment acted well, both upon its

march and ^uring the engagement which followed it.

I exceedingly regret to have to report the loss in this engagement
of Capt. C. E. Burks, commanding Company A, Twenty-first Regi-
ment, He was shot during the charge while leading his company,
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and survived but a few minutes. He was a most gallant and meri-
torious officer. There were 3 privates of this regiment slightly-
wounded.
The regiment captured during the engagement 38 prisoners.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WILLIAM E. PETEES,

Colonel Twenty-first Virginia Cavalry.
Lieut. W. M. Hopkins,

Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Jones' Brigade.

No. 5.

Report of Capt. John B. Thompson, Twenty-seventh Virginia Cav-
alry Battalion.

March 12, 1864.

Keport of the part taken by the Twenty-seventh Battalion Vir-
ginia Cavalry in the engagement at Gibson's Mill on February 23,
ISfiJ:

:

On arriving within a mile of the encampment of the enemy on
February 22, I was ordered by the general commanding to form my
command in columns of fours. This was done. I was further ordered
v.hen the command moved to move with it and to post my battalion
on this side of the enemy's camp, with its left resting on the road
(main Cumberland Gap) and the right on Indian Creek. How far I
sliould move my command before taking position I was not definitely
instructed. When the command was ordered forward they moved
in full charge. On approaching the enemy's camp they left the
main Cumberland Gap road, diverging a considerable distance from
it and to the left. I followed at the same speed. When the ad-
vance of the Eighth Virginia Cavalry (which was in front of the
column) opened fire I at once turned to the right and in the direction

of the main Cumberland Gap road. On reaching this I found that the
Twenty-first Virginia Cavalry already occupied the space (in con-
siderable extent) between the road and the creek. I moved up as
far as the creek, dismounted my battalion, and ordered them to oiDen

fire upon a considerable body of the enemy who were attempting to
escape along the opposite bank of the creek. They did so. The
enemy returned my fire feebly, and dispersed among the cliffs and
bluffs of the creek. Finding the creek impassable at the point where
I was on account of the steepness of its banks, and hence the pursuit
of the ememy impracticable, I ordered my men to mount with the
view of crossing the creek lower down and of intercepting them.
I found a passage of the creek within a short distance. I at once
deployed my men as skirmishers, who soon encountered the fugitive

enemy. The larger portion of that body of them were readily capt-

ured.
I take pleasure in stating that the men and ofiice^s under my com-

mand behaved well in the engagement.
My casualties were none killed and 1 wounded. I captured

prisoners.

I have the honor _^to be, lieutenant, very respectfully, your obe-
dient servant,

JOHN B. THOMPSON,
Capt. Co. A, Ttventy-seventh Virginia Battalion Cavalry,

Lieut. W. M. Hopkins,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Jones' Brigade,
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FEBRUARY 22, 1864.—Skirmish on Calfkiller Creek, Tenn.

Report of Col. William B. Stokes, Fifth Teruiessee Cavalry (Union).*

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Sparta, Tenn., February 24, If. 64.

Sir : I have the honor to report that I arrived at this place on the
18th instant with Companies A, B, G, I, K, and L, of the Fifth
Tennessee .Cavahy. I have occupied all of the deserted houses in

the town with my men, barricaded the streets strongly, and fortified

around my artillery. Since my arrival I have been engaged in

scouring the country and foraging, the forage being very scarce
and at some distance from the town. I have ascertained that the
country is infested with a great number of rebel soldiers under Col-
onels Hughs, Hamilton, Ferguson, Carter, and Bledsoe, the wliole

force being under Colonel Hxiglis, a bravo, vigilant, and energetic
officer. There is little or no robbing being done by the guerrillas,

ilieii' iittention being dii-ected toward my men. Colonel Hughs'
command is well armed, having secured the best of arnis when on
their raids into Kentucky. They number at least 60(» fighting men.
On the 32d instant, two companies of my command, Avhen return-

ing from a scout on Calfkiller River, were attacked by a portio]i of
Hughs' men, numbering about ;300, under command of Hughs, Fer-
guson, Carter, and Bledsoe. After fighting some time they were
surrounded and overwhelmed. The officers (6 in number) with 45
men have come in through the hills.

Yesterday Carter made a dash on one of my picket-jjosts. He had
of his men dressed in Federal uniform. The remainder were

dressed in gray, and as those dressed in our uniform fJpjjroached the
vedettes they told them not to shoot, that" the rebels wei-e after them

;

aiid as those in gray appeared a few yards in the rear of those in
blue hallooing to them to surrender the story appeared very plaus-
ible, and the ones in blue immediately rushed upon the reserve
pickets. Four of my pickets were killed—3 after they had sur-
rendered and the other after he had been captured. A great many
of the rebels were dressed in our uniform at the time the two com-
panies were attacked, and several of my men were killed after they
were captured. Hughs himself does not allow this barbarity, but
his subordinate officers practice it.^ ^

I have to fight for every ear of corn and blade of fodder I get.

Deserters from the rebel army are constantly joining Hughs.
The people are thoroughly and decidedly disloyal, but a great many
are taking the oath. The oath of allegiance has been found on the
persons of several soldiers we hart! killed. The country is rocky
and mountainous, and very liard for cavalry to operate in. I have
to fight rebel soldiers and citizens, the former carrying the arms and
doing the open fighting ; the latter, carrying news and ambushing.
Portions of Companies C, F, and H arrive4« to-day. The greater

Fart of these companies remained at Nashville, bein^ without horses,
earnestly urge that they be mounted as soon as possible, and ordered

to report to me. Their services are needed very much here, and not at
the city of Nashville. Horses are required to mount my men. There
are no serviceable ones in the country, the rebels having taken all of

* See also Colonel Hughs' report of operations in Middle Tennessee, January 1-.

AprU 18, 1864, p. 55.
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them. The rebels are mounted on the fastest horses in the country,
and they use them very much to our disadvantage. If all of my
regiment were here and mounted, I would soon disperse the rebels. I
again urge the necessity of mounting my entire regiment and order-
ing it to the field.

I respectfully ask that this communication be forwarded to depart-
ment headquarters for the information of the general commanding.

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,

W. B. STOKES,
Colonel Fifth Tennessee Cavalry, Commandinq.

Capt. B. H. Polk,
Assistant Adjutant-General, District of Nashville.

FEBRUART 22, 1864.—Raid on Mayfield, Ky.

Report of Col. Stephen G. Hicks, Fortieth Illinois Infantry.

Paducah, Ky.,
February 39, 1864

On the 23d instant I received news from Mayfield, Ky., that the
place was threatened by a band of guerrillas. I ordered Lieutenant
Cimningham, commanding colored troops, to start at daylight with
200 of his men to go as fast as he could to Mayfield, and stay there
until further orders.

He left here on the morning of the 23d, went within 15 miles of
that place, and encamped at 3 a. m. The guerrillas entered May-
field, killed J. B. Happy, a good Union man, took Parson Dugger
prisoner, put him in heavy bonds, robbed three stores (all belonging
to Union men), took all the goods they wanted, and destroyed the
rest, and then left.

Lieutenant Cunningham arrived there early on the Sith, and will
remain there until further orders.

S. G. HICKS,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

Brig. Gen. H. T. Reid.

FEBRUARY 22-27, 1864.—Demongtrq^ion on Salton, Ga.

sxtm:m:a.e.y of the jprincipa-l events.
Feb. 23, 1864.—Skirmishes near Dalton and at Catoosa Station and Tunnel Hill.

24-35, 1864.—Skirmishes at Tunnel Hill, Buzzard Roost, and Rocky Face Ridge

(or Crow's Valley).

27, 1864.—Skirmish at the Stone Church, near Catoosa Platform.

REPORTS, ETC.*

No. 1.—Composition of the Union forces.

No. 2.—Return of Casualties in the Union forces.

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Charles Cruft, U. S. Army, commanding First Division, Fourth
Army Corps. _

•See also Thomas' report, pp. 9-11 ; also itinerary of the Department of the CuiB'
berland, pp. 23, 30, 37, and 38.
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No. 4.—Surg. Samuel G. Menzies, First Kentucky Infantry, Medical Director.

No. 5.—Col. Thomas E. Champion, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry, commanding

Second Brigade.

No. 6.—Col. William Grose, Thirty-sixth Indiana Infantry, commanding Third

Brigade.

No. 7.—Col. John E. Bennett, Seventy-fifth Illinois Infantry.

No. 8.—Lieut. Col. William M. Kilgour, Seventy-fifth Illinois Irifantry, command-

ing Eightieth Illinois Infantry.
'

No. 9.—Col. Louis H. Waters, Eighty-fourth Illinois Infantry.

No. 10.—Lieut Col. Orrin D. Hurd, Thirtieth Indiana Infantry.

No. 11—Lieut. Col. Oliver H. P. Carey, Thirty-sixth Indiana Infantry.

No. 12.—Lieut. Col. Armstead T. M. Cockerill, Twenty-fotirth Ohio Infantry.

No. 13.—Capt. Peter Simonson, Fifth Indiana Battery, Chief of Artillery, First Di-

vision, Fourth Army Corps.

No. 14.—Lieut. William H. Heilman, Fifteenth U. S. Infantry, commanding Battery

H, Fourth U.S.ArtiUery.

No. 15.—Congratulatory orders from Headquarters Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 16.—Capt. Charles E. Case, Acting Signal OflScer, commanding Signal Detach-

ment, Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 17.—Brig. Gen. Eichard W. Johnson, U. S. Army, commanding First Division.

No. 18.—Brig. Gen. William P. Carlin, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade.

No. 19.—Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis, U.S. Army, commanding Second Division.

No. 20.—Brig. Gen. James D. Morgan, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade.

No. 21.—Col. Daniel McCook, Fifty-second Ohio Infantry, commanding Third Bri-

gade.

No. 22.—Lieut. Henry E. Flock, Acting Signal OflScer, Third Division.

No. 23.—Brig. Gen. John B. Turchin, U.S. Army, commanding First Brigade, Third

Division.

No. 24.—Capt. William C. Stineback, Eighty-second Indiana Infantry.

No. 25.—Col. Willard A. Dickerman, One hundred and third Illinois Infantry, com-

manding First Brigade, Detachment Fifteenth Army Corps.

No. 26.—Col. Eli Long, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, commanding Second Brigade, Second

Cavalry Division.

No. 27.—Capt. William W. Van Antwerp, Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

No. 28.—General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army, commanding Army of Tennessee.

No. 29.—Maj. Gen. Alexander P. Stewart, C. S. Army, commanding division. Hind-

man's Corps.

No. 30.—Brig. Gen. Henry D. Clayton, C. S. Army, commanding brigade.

No. 31.—Brig. Gen. Maroellus A.Stovall, C.S. Army, commanding brigade.

No. 32.—Col. John H. Higley, Fortieth Aiabama Infantry, commanding Moore's

brigade.

No. 33.—Brig. Gen. Mark P. Lowrey, C. S. Army, commanding brigade.

No. 34.—Brig. Gen. Alfred Gumming, C. S. Army, commanding brigade.

No. 35.—Brig. Gen. Edmund W. Pettus, C. S. Army, commanding brigade.

No. 36.— Brig. Gen. Alexander W. Eeynolds, C. S. Army, commanding brigade.

No. 37.—Maj. T. E. Hotchkiss, C. S. Artillery, commanding Artillery Battalion.

No. 38.—Maj. James F. Waddell, C. S. Artillery, commanding Artillery Battalion.

No. 39.—Extract from Itinerary of Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler, C. S. Army, com-
manding Cavalry, Army of Tennessee.
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No. 1.

Composition of the Union forces.

FOURTH ARMY CORPS.

FIEST DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Charles Cruft.*

First Brigade.

Col. WlLLARD A. DiCKERMAN.

93d Illinois, Lieut. Col. Nicholas C.
Buswell.

103d Illinois, Maj. Asias Willison.
13th Indiana, Lieut. Col. James Good-

now.
97th Indiana, Capt. David Shelby.
99th Indiana, Capt. Josiah Farrar.
33d Missouri, Maj. Abraham J. Seay.

Second Brigade.

Col. Thomas E, Champion.

96th Illinois, Lieut. Col. John C.Smith.
115th Illinois, Col. Jesse H. Moore.
84th Indiana, Maj. Andrew J. Neff.
8th Kentucky (5 companies), Capt.

Coleman D. Benton.
40th Ohio, Col. Jacob E. Taylor.
99th Ohio, Maj. Benjamin F. Le Fever.

Third Brigade.

Col. William Grose.

75th Illinois, Col. John E. Bennett.
80th Illinois, Lieut. Col. William M. Kilgour.

84th Illinois, Col. Ixjuis H. Waters.
30th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Orrin D. Hurd.
36th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Oliver H. P. Carey.
24th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Armstead T. M. Cockerill.

Artillery.

Capt. Peter Simonson.

Indiana Light, 5th Battery, Lieut. Alfred Morrison.

4th United States, Battery H, Lieut. William H. Heilman.

CAVALRY.

4th Michigan (detachment), Capt. William W. Van Antwerp.
4th Ohio (detachment), Capt. Philip H. Warner.

FOURTEENTH ARMY CORPS.

Maj. Gen. John M. Palmer, t

FIRST division.

Brig. Gen

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. William P. Carlin.

88th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Cyrus
Briant.

3d Ohio, Col. Anson G. McCook.
94th Ohio, Col. Stephen A. Bassford.
10th Wisconsin, Capt. Jacob W. Roby,

Richard Wr Johnson.

Second Brigade. .

Brig. Gen. John H. King.

E. 19th Illinois, Lieut. Col. Alexander W.
Raffen.

15th United States (1st Battalion), Maj.
Albert Tracy.

16th United States (1st Battalion), Capt.
Robert P. Bairy.

18th United States^^lst Battalion), Capt.
George W. Smith,

18th United States (3d Battalion), Capt.
Henry Haymond.

19th United States (1st Battalion), Capt.
James Mooney.

* The proper First Brigade of this division, commanded by Col. David A. Enyart,
remained at Ooltewah, Tenn. Its place was supplied by Matthies' brigade, of the
Fifteenth Army Corps, the composition of vVhich is here given.

f In inHnedJ?|.te command pf all the forces engaged in the demonstration.
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Third Brigade.

Col. Henky a. Hambright.

24th Illinois:

Col. Geza Mihalotzy.*
Lieut. Col. John Van Horn.

37th Indiana, Maj. Thomas V. Kimble.
79th Pennsylvania, Maj. Michael H. Locher.
1st Wisconsin, Lieut. Col. George B. Bingham.

Artillery.

Ist Michigan Light, Battery A (one section), Lieut. Clark M. Harris.

SECOND DIVISION.

Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis.

Fir.it Brigade. Second Brigade.

Brig. Gen. James D. Morgan.

60th IUinois,t Col. WiUiam B. Anderson.
10th Michigan

:

Lieut. Col. Christopher J. Dick-
erson.}:

Maj. Henry S. Burnett.

Lieut. Col. Carter Van Vleck.
Col. John G. Mitchell.^

78th Illinois

:

Maj. George Green.
Lieut. Col. Carter Van Vleck.

108th Ohio, Maj. Joseph Good.
113th Ohio, Maj. Lyne S. SuUivant.

Third Brigade.

Col. Daniel McCook.

85th Illinois, Col. Caleb J. Dilworth.
86th Illinois, Lieut. Col. David W. Magee.
125th Illinois, Col. Oscar F. Harmon.
52d Ohio, Lieut. Col. Charles W. Clancy.

Artillery.

Minnesota Light, 2d .Battery (one section), Lieut. Henry W. Hardee.

third' division.

Brig. Gen. Absalom Baird.

First Brigade.

Brig. Gen. John B. Turchin.

82d Indiana

:

Lieut. Col. Paul E. Slocum.]
Capt. William C. Stineback.

11th Ohio, Lieut. Col. Ogden Street.

89th Ohio, Maj. John H. Jolly.

93d Ohio, Maj. John C. Morrow.

Second Brigade.

Col. Ferdinand Van Derveer.

87th Indiana. Col. Newell Gleason.
9th Ohio, Col. Gustave Kammerling.
35th Ohio, Capt. Samuel L'Hommedieu.
105th Ohio, Lieut. Ccl. George T. Per

kins>

*Mortally wounded February 25.

t Non-veterans Sixteenth Illinois attached.

i Wounded and captured February 25.

§Assumed command February 36,

j Wpiipded February 2?,
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Third Brigade.

Col. William H. Hays.

421

lOth Indiana, Lieut. Col. Marsh B. Taylor.
74th Indiana, Lieut. Col. Myron Baker.
10th Kentucky, Maj. Henry G. Davidson..

Artillery.

Indiana Light, 19th Battery, Capt. Samuel J. Harris,* Lieut. William P. Stack-
house.

CAVALRY.

Second Brigade, Second Division.

Col. Eli Long.

98th Illinois (mounted infantry), Capt. William Wood.
3d Kentucky (detachment), Lieut. Col. Elijah S. Watts.
4th Michigan.!

1st, 3d, and 4th Ohio (detachments), Capt. Richard B. Wood, j:

Unas.<iigned.

8th Indiana Cavalry, Col. Thomas J. Harrison.
28th Kentucky (mounted infantry), Col. William P. Boone.
15th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Col. William J. Palmer.

No. 2.

Return of Casualties in the Union forces.

[Compiled from official reports and returns.]

Command.

o .

SI

First Division, Fourth Army Corps
First Division, Fourteenth Army Corps
Second Division, Fourteenth Army Corps
Third Division, Fourteenth Army Corps
First Brigade, detachment Fifteenth Army Corps .

Second Brigade, Second Cavalry Division

tjth Indiana Cavalry a.
28th Kentucky

Total.

42 255

"is

4.') 35

75
13

131

13

345

a Loss, it any, not of record.

* Wounded February 25.

t Detached veith First Division, Fourth Corps.
t Killed February 25.
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No. 3.

[Chap. XU^.

i?epori of Brig. Gen. Charles Cruft, U. S. Army, commanding First

Division, Fourth Army Corps.

Hdqrs. First Division, Fourth Army Corps,
Blue Springs, Tenn., March 2, 18G4.

Major : The following report of the operations of the division

under my charge during the recent reconnaissance in force to the

vicinity of Dalton is herewith submitted.

The troops below named constituted the command, to wit

:
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On Sunday, 21st instant, orders were received from department
headquarters commanding me to report to Maj. Gen. John M. Palmer
for duty during the proposed reconnaissance, which was promptly
done. During the day orders were had from General Palmer to
move light and with three days' rations on the following morning,
occupy Red Clay, prosecute a reconnaissance in direction of Var-
nell's Station, and await further orders.

Monday, 23d instant, at 8 a. m. , the Second and Third Brigades, of
the Fourth Corps (the First being left in position at Ooltewah), were
moved to Red Clay, distant 10 miles, reaching there at 1 p. m. Cap-
tain Van Antwerp's detachment of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry
(ordered from Ooltewah) arrived at the same time. At 2 p. m. Colo-
nel Grose's (Third) brigade was sent upon a reconnaissance south
toward Varnell's Station along the road near the railway, with Cap-
tain Van Antwerp's cavalry covering its left along the Cleveland
and Dalton wagon road. This reconnaissance was satisfactorily

made by Colonel Grose and the cavalry as far as Varnell's Station,

and resulted in driving in the enemy's cavalry pickets near that

Elace and the capture of 3 prisoners, returning about night-fall.

Tpon arriving at Red Clay dispatches were sent to Major-General
Palmer at Ringgold by way of Parker's Gap by couriers. At 8 p.

m. a dispatch was received from Col. Eli Long, commanding Second
Brigade, Second Division Cavalry, from the burnt mill on Cleveland
and Spring Place road, giving information of his arrival there at

2. 20 p. m. Colonel Long subsequently moved to Waterhouse's Mill,

on the Connesauga River, and encamped for the night.

Tuesday, 23d, at 11 a. m., the First Brigade of Brigadier-General
Mattliies' detachment of Fifteenth Army Corps, Col. W. A. Dicker-
man commanding, reported at Red Clay. Three regiments (Col. I.

M. Kirby commanding) from First Brigade (Col. D. A. Enyart) of

this division also reported at a position indicated some 3 or 4 miles

west of Red Clay to observe the roads and gaps upon the flank in

that direction. The latter force remained during the day, and re-

turned in the evening to camp at Ooltewah. About 2 p. m. Maj.

D. W. Norton, acting assistant adjutant-general to Major-General
Palmer, arrived from Ringgold, bearing orders to move the com-
mand to Catoosa Platform, on the Chattanooga and Atlanta rail-

way. At 3 p. m. the column moved, and encamped on the east bank
of Tiger Creek, near the Stone Church, about 10 p. m. The distance

marched by Colonel Dickerman's brigadfe this day was 25 miles

—

by the residue of the column 12 miles. Colonel Long was informed
of the change of position. The substance of the dispatch received

from Colonel Long, advising me of his attack at 11.30 a. m. upon a

rebel camp about 3i miles from Dalton, and capture of 12 prisoners,

was promptlj^ forwarded to headquarters during the evening.

Wednesday, February 24, in accordance with verbal orders from
Major-General Palmer, at 10 a. m. the command was marched back
to Lee's house at the intersection of the roads leaiiing from Catoosa
Platform to Varnell's Station and from Cleveland to Tunnel Hill,

and 3^ miles from the platform. Here Colonel Dickerman's brigade
was placed, in position to hold the valley and be thrown as a support
to either of the others. Colonel Champion was ordered to advance
with his brigade on Tunnel Hill road and take position upon the

left of our troops that were advancing on the hill along the line of

the railway. Colonel Grose's brigade, with a section of artillery

and Captain Van Antwerp's detachment of cavalry, was dispatched
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upon a reconnaissance on the road leading from the Catoosa Plat-

form and Vamell's Station road, down the valley on the east side of

Rocky Face Ridge to Buzzard Roost Gap and Dalton, with instruc-

tions to feel the enemy sturdily if encountered in that direction, at

least sufiBciently to develop his strength and position, and to report

what information could be obtained. These dispositions were com-
pleted by 12 m., and the two brigades were in motion.

Colonel Champion's brigade advanced steadily for 4 miles to the
range of hills in front and sight of Tunnel Hill, reaching it just as

the skirmishers of General Davis' advancing line struck the road on
which he was passing and halted. A line of skirmishers was imme-
diately thrown forward from his brigade in extension of General
Davis' left, commanding the east slope of the hill over which the
road ran and the valley beyond to the Tunnel Hill ridge, and the
brigade halted to conform to the movements of the right. The posi-

tion of the brigade was reported to Major-General Palmer and to

Brigadier-General Davis promptly, and orders awaited. Skirmish-
ing and artillery firing was progressing to the right, but nothing

.

transpiring in the front ; a few rebels appeared on the Tunnel
Hill ridge to the left. A company was ordered up the hill to recon-
noiter it, when they ran away. In conformity to orders from the
major-general commanding, the brigade remained in the position
indicated. Saw our people occupy the hill and pass over it, and at,

say, 4 p. m. received orders to return to Lee's Cross-Roads and go
into bivouac, which was done.

Colonel Grose with his brigade, after leaving Lee's at midday,
marched southeast, say 1| miles, crossing Rocky Face Ridge and a
ridge beyond, and then turned south in the direction of Dalton and
passed down the valley. He reached the point where the Dalton
road struck the road leading to the right toward Buzzard Roost
Gap and here, about 2. 30 p. m., encountered the cavalry command of
Colonel Long, which had been skirmishing with the enemy success-

fully on various approaches to Dalton during the day. These
officers, upon joining their commands, determined to feel the enemy,
who was reported to be in front in considerable strength. Nothing
but cavalry, however, had hitherto been seen. Colonel Long took
the advance about 3.30 p. m., supported by Colonel Grose, and they
drove the enemy's cavalry 2 miles before them, when they came
upon a large infantry force of the ^pemy near Glaize's house in
position on the railroad below Buzzard iloost Gap, and about 3 miles
from Dalton. After considerable musketry and the use of the sec-

tion of artillery, the enemy with quite a spirited skirmish were driven
under cover of their rifle-pits and held at the railway till night-fall,

when our troops fell back, say 2 miles, and bivouacked.
In this engagement the casualties fell principally on Colonel Long's

command, who is reported to have .charged the enemy in splendid
style. Colonel Grose reported to me (while accompanying Colonel
Champion's column) by courier all the particulars of these skir-

mishes, and he, being confident that he could "hold his own" or get
out without too great hazard, the reserve brigade was not sent up to

him. This reconnaissance developed the enemy in large force in
Mill Creek GajTand below Buzzard Roost Gap and prepared to make
a vigorous resistance to the occupancy of Dalton. During all the
while he had been also successfully holding the gap above against
the troops of Generals Johnson and Davis, who occupied, as was
understood, the upper entrance of the gap, and had force enough all
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around Dalton to prevent the cavalry approaching nearer than 3
miles. Things remained in this shape during the early part of the
night. Report of the information obtained was made to the major-
generalcommanding during the evening. Division staff officers were
sent to Colonel Grose's front, from time to time, to observe the condi-
tion of affairs and every effort made to acquire knowledge of the ene-

my's position, numbers, and intention. At 13 midnight orders were
received to move the remainder of division up to the point where
Colonel Grose was bivouacked, starting at 3 a. m. in the morning.
Thursday, 25th, the column started from Lee's house at 3 a. m. and

made a rapid march to Burke's farm, say 5 miles, the head arriving
before dawn of day. It was here rested for a short time. The morning
was cloudy and raw, the atmosphere heavy and full of fog and mist.

It was impossible to see the lay of the country or to discern objects at

any considerable distance. Colonels Grose and Long were in posi-

tion, and had their pickets out covering their respective troops.

Shortly after daylight orders were received from the major-gen-
eral commanding to pxish the column toward Dalton and attack any
force that might be met. After a brief conference with Colonels
Grose and Long, and consideration of the information which they
had obtained over night, the column was ordered up to Neal's farm
at the point where the road turned left to Dalton direct, and the for-

mation of a line of battle commenced preparatory to an advance.
While forming the line the enemy commenced a sharp attack upon
the pickets, who reported the advance of a heavy column of infan-

try. Measures were instantly taken to ascertain the truth of the re-

port, and a temporary line of battle was rapidly formed of such
troops as had come up to resist any assault and cover the formation of

the residue. At this time, say 8 a. m. , Major-General Palmer ar-

rived. The column of Brigadier-General Baird had arrived a short

while previous, and an interview been had with General Baird.

Major-General Palmer, upon investigating the condition of affairs

on our front and right flank, adopted the plan of attack that was in

progress of preparation, and took command of the field. Brigadier-

General Baird was ordered to occupy Cox's Valley and advance down
it, occupying the right in the attack. The line of this division was
adopted as a point from which to commence the advance. The space

over which Brigadier-General Baird marched to get into line con-

sumed some time. The line of this command was formed with two
brigades front and one in reserve opposite the interval of the front

line, all in double lines. The cavalry of Colonel Long and Captain
Van Antwerp covered the left flank thoroughly as far as the Cleve-

land and Dalton railway. Colonel Grose's brigade was upon the right

of the line of battle, and was the brigade of direction ; Colonel

Champion's brigade on the left, and Colonel Dickerman's brigade

formed by regiments at double-column .on center, in reserve. The
two batteries were each on the right of their brigade.

At 11.20 Major-General Palmer gave orders to Mvance. Colonel

Grose was immediately put in motion, and the line started. In a few
moments the skirmishers ran on those of the enemy, and a sharp
discharge of musketry commenced. The lines were pressed steadily

on for somewhat over a mile. At this point the enemy occupied a
steep wooded ridge in our front in considerable force. It was suc-

cessfully carried by the Second and Third Brigades without break-

ing step, the enemy falling back to a ridge beyond. Upon obtain-

ing the crest of the first ridge and commencing the descent the bri-

gade of direction was halted about 1 p. m. by command of Major-
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General Palmer and the line adjusted thereto. The artillery of the

division now opened on the enemy, and was soon replied to. Dur-
ing the day this position was firmly held. Several quite obstinate

attempts were made to turn the left of the division, but with the

vigilance of the cavalry and some timely precautions adopted by
Colonel Champion, commanding Second Brigade, they were pre-

vented. It was apparent to the most casual observer that the enemy
had superior force in our front and on the left flank, as well as a
superior position for his lines. The assault on the enemy on the right

was handsomely made about 3 p. m., but was not wholly successful.

During this assault the artillery of this division and the skir-

mishers opened as brisk fire as practicable by way of diversion

from our right. There was nothing of interest transpired in our
front after taking the ridge. The men of the front line speedily

erected temporary barricades, and lay behind them awaiting attack

or orders to advance. The enemy were threatening all day but made
no attack, and the fight gradually subsided to a contest between
skirmishers and artillery on both sides, and finally ceased toward
evening. About sunset the enemy opened a rapid artillery fire on
the entire line. This was speedily replied to by Colonel Grose with
Battery H, Fourth U. S. Artillery, and after a few moments every-

thing was again quiet.

About 8 p. m. orders were received to fall back to the position

occupied in the morning, the objects of the reconnaissance having
been effected. The division marched at 10 p. m., and was brought
back to Lee's house in good order and without accident, the advance
reaching there by 1 a. m.

Friday, February 26, under orders from major-general command-
ing, the three brigades of the division were placed in position to

hold the valley about Lee's against any attack. Colonel Dicker-
man's brigade "was sent in the gap east of the house on the main
road, Colonel Grose's brigade opposite the gap 1^ miles south, and
Colonel Champion's across the valley holding the Tunnel Hill road.

Orders from the major-general commanding, however, changed
these dispositions soon after they were made. Colonels Grose and
Champion were both sent considerably farther down the valley to

positions indicated in orders. Early in the day the enemy advanced
their cavalry upon us. Colonels Dickerman and Grose had hardly
assumed their first positions before ^Jjarp skirmishing commenced
on their picket-lines. This was maintained until Colonel Long's
cavalry force was dispatched to clear the front, which was soon
done, the enemy skirmishing away from his advance.
But a single casualty occurred to my command. Early in the

morning Captain Van Antwerp had been sent with his cavalry com-
mand down the road to Neal's farm, and if possible to go to the
place of the engagement of the day previous. Assistant Surgeon
Ravenot, of the Seventy-fifth Illinois Volunteers, was sent with the
cavalry detachment to visit a wounded soldie\» who had been left at

Burke's house, near Big Spring, and became separated from the
troops and was probably captured.
Captain Van Antwerp reached a point below Neal's and about 1

mile distant from the line of battle of Thursday, where he encoun-
tered a superior force of the enemy's cavalry, and was compelled to

fall back. On returning he also encountered another mounted party
of the enemy at the Tunnel Hill and Varnell's Station road, and was
compelled to make a detour to the right to avoid it and reach his
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At 9 p. m., in accordance with orders, the division was marched

again to the Stone Church, Colonel Long being left at Lee's house
to hold that position. The troops bivouacked in line about 12
o'clock, midnight.
Saturday, February 27, the division rested until 1 p. m., when, in

accordance with orders, it commenced march back to its. encamp-
ment at Blue Springs. Three regiments of the Secon'd Brigade, a
section of the Fifth Indiana Battery, and Captain Van Antwerp's
detachment of cavalry were left in rear of the column and trans-
portation to guard against any dash of the enemy's mounted skir-
mishers, which were reported to be hanging about. The picket-line
of General Johnson's command was taken off without being re-
placed by other troops, and left my right flank exposed. The detach-
ment of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry was ordered to replace them
as soon as the fact was known. This detachment met the enemy
advancing upon us while the column was moving and before the
whole of it had passed the Stone Church. After some sharp skir-
mishing the cavalry detachment was compelled to fall back. Colo-
nel Taylor, Fortieth Ohio, in charge of the rear guard, placed his
regiment in position and strengthened the camp picket-line, and
Captain Simonson, chief of artillery, opened with a few shells upon
the enemy and put them to flight. Colonel Van Derveer, of General
Baird's division, shortly advanced with his command beyond the
creek in direction of the enemy and relieved my troops, who then
marched out. No damage resulted from this assault, and no con-
fusion was created thereby in my command.
The division marched 9 miles during the afternoon and encamped

for the night on Ewing's farm, on the old Alabama road; at (i p. m.
Colonel Long was ordered to cover the right flank, marching at 3

p. m. by way of Red Clay to Cleveland.
Sunday, February 28, march was resumed at 8 a. m., and con-

tinued without incident until the column reached Howard's Stand.
Here Colonel Dickerman's brigade was sent on to its camp at Cleve-
land, via Tucker's Mill, and the otlier two brigades turned off to
their camps at Blue Springs, the latter arriving at 1 p. m., march-
ing 12 miles. Colonel Dickerman marching 16 miles.
The following tabular statement exhibits the casualties of this

division during the entire reconnaissance, viz :
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The plats of the field of the 25th all differ somewhat in detail. That
accompanying the report of Colonel Grose covers a greater extent

of country, and probably is most valuable. It is faulty to some
extent in regard to the disposition of the lines of our forces, but in

its main features of topography seems to be correct.

The acknowledgments of the general commanding division are

due to Col. William Grose, commanding Third Brigade, and Col.

"W. A. Dickerman, commanding First Brigade, detachment Fifteenth

Army Corps, for the courageous, cheerful, and satisfactory manner
in which they bore themselves through the entire reconnaissance

and the mode in which they managed their respective commands.
The commendations of the general commanding are also due to all

the officers, field, line, and staff, of the entire command, for their

unexceptionally good conduct.
The enlisted men deserve great praise. They conducted themselves

in a soldierly and handsome manner. They were eager to engage
the enemy, willing to march at all hours, cheerful under any emer-
gency, and anxious to do their whole duty. Much less straggling,

pillaging, shirking, and kindred annoyance were observable on this

march than is usual.

Col. Eli Long, commanding Second Brigade, Second Division of

Cavalry, with his command, covered the exposed flank of the di-

vision during the entire march, and conformed his movements to

those of the division. Though acting under independent orders from
department headquarters he at all times co-operated with me,
and by the bravery with which he rushed his column and the care
which he took to communicate all the intelligence he could obtain,

contributed largely to attaining the objects of the reconnaissance.
The general staff of the division merits notice for the efficient man-

ner in which the members of it discharged their various duties. It

was comprised of the following officers : Maj. W. H. Sinclair, assist-

ant adjutant-general ; Surg. S. G. Menzies, medical director ; Capt.
G. C. Kniffin, commissary of subsistence ; Capt. J. W. Steele, Forty-
first Ohio Volunteers, acting inspector ; Capt. H. E. Stansbury,
Nineteenth U. S. Infantry, acting aide-de-camp; Lieut. John A.
Wright, First Kentucky Volunteers, aide-de-camp ; Capt. U. Ste-
vens, Twenty-fourth Ohio Volunteers, provost-marshal; Lieut. God-
dard, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, acting ordnance officer. Captain Van
Antwerp, Fourth Michigan Voliinieer Cavalry, and Captain War-
ner, Fourth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, handled their commands with
boldness and skill, and rendered great service on the march, both in
scouting and escort duty.
In concluding it may be remarked that the number of miles

marched by the brigade average 80 during the seven days' absence
from camp, and that four marches were made during a portion of
as many nights.
The principal inconvenience suffered by the troops was loss of rest.

Both men and animals improved otherwiseV>n the trip. The weather
and roads were unusually good. The expedition was understood by
officers and men to be an armed reconnaissance, and they returned
to camp in the belief that its objects had been attained and without
any loss of morale therefrom. No Government property of any kind
was lost or destroyed, the men were well rationed, the wounded all

kindly cared for and removed to Chattanooga (except in a single
case, too serious to bear removal, which was left with a family near
the place of engagement on the 35th).
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The recent reconnaissance developed the enemy in force (with
infantry, artillery, and cavalry) at and near Dalton, and prepared to
dispute every approach. It is most probable that Stewart's and Ste-
venson's divisions, and Breckinridge's old division, Wheeler's cav-
alry, and Smith's Texas brigade of the enemy, participated to a
greater or less extent in the fight on the 25th ultimo.
With assurances of regard to the major-general commanding Four-

teenth Corps,
I am, major, very truly, your obedient servant,

CHARLES CRUFT,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Maj. D. W. Norton,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 4.

Report of Surg. Samuel G. Menzies, First Kentucky Infantry, Medi-
cal Director.

Hdqrs. First Division, Fourth Army Corps,
Blue Springs, Bradley County, Tenn., February 39, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report as follows, viz :

That on the 22d day of February, 1864, twelve regiments of this
division, commanded by Brig. Gen. Charles Cruft, left camp at and
around Blue Springs, Bradley County, Tenn., and marched 9 miles to
Red Clay, Ga. , the old council ground of the Cherokee Indians, where
they were joined by six regiments of General Matthies' division,

under Colonel Dickerman. The troops were in fine health and spir-

its, marched well, and were joyous at the prospect of meeting the
enemy.
Next day, the 23d, the wholecommand, eighteen regiments, moved

6 or 8 miles to the farm of Dr. Lee, near Catoosa Springs, a locality

in the region of Catoosa Platform, Stone Church, Ringgold, and Tun-
nel Hill. In the night moved 2 miles toward Stone Church.
After maneuvering in the mountains the 24th, staid at Dr. Lee's

until 3 a. m. of the 25th, Third Brigade being 4 miles in the front at

Big Spring. At that hour we started forward, andcame to the mount-
ain on the north side of Buzzard Roost Gap by 9 o'clock, and found
the enemy in force on the top of the mountaiji. General Cruft, form-
ing the left of our line, marched this division up the hill-side and the
attack commenced. At the foot of the hill, in some old cabins on a
small rivulet, I established a field hospital. Woundedbegan to come
by 11 a. m., and continued coming slowly until the middle of the after-

noon, when the shells began to fly so thick around the hospital we
were compelled to fall back 2 miles to Big Spring, where a barn was
policed and three hospital tents pitched.
Before leaving the first hospital site, 25 patients in ambulances

were sent to Chattanooga, under charge of Surgeoi^ Cooke, Twenty-
fourth Ohio Volunteers. They were dressed and cared for before
leaving, except 3 or 4, who came down the mountain and fell in the
train for Chattanooga without orders.

At 9 p. m. orders 7;ame to leave Big Spring, return to Dr. Lee's

farm, and send the rest of the wounded to Chattanooga. This was
done, all the patients going but 1, an artilleryman, who was hurt
in the hip and exsection of the upper third femur made by Surgeon
Abbott. He was left with a family at Big Spring. Along with oxif
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wounded 11 of Colonel Long's men, who had been wounded the day
before, were sent in our ambulances, under charge of Assistant Sur-
geon Barnes, of Long's cavalry, our own being under charge of Sur-
geon Mills, Eighth Kentucky Volunteers. As Brigade Surgeon
Thompson was with Long's command, and will doubtless report, I

will make no further allusion to his wounded. Two operations were
performed—amputation below the knee, by Surgeou Beach, at the
cabins ; exsection hip joint, by Surgeon Abbott, at Big Spring.
The casualties amount to 59. (See report* of wounded accompany-

ing ; other commands adding about 9 more.)
It is a source of much gratification to report the general good con-

duct of the medical oflBcers both in the field and hospital, especially

Surgeons Kersey, Beach, and Abbott in the hospital. I must also
commend the skill and promptness shown by Ambulance Master
Mitchell. The ambulances were always in place and the wounded
carefully Ijrought off.

On the morning of the 26th, with the consent of General Cruft,
I sent Assistant Surgeon Ravenot, Seventy-fifth Illinois Volunteers,
with a company of cavalry back to Big Spring, 5 miles, to see after
the wounded man who had been left the night before. He got sepa-
rated from his escort and has not been heard of since ; it is feared is

captured.
In the night of the 26th, the command marched to Stone Church.
Midday of the 27th, moved toward our old quarters, and arrived

on the 28th at noon in good style.

Very respectfully,

S. G. MENZIES,
Medical Director First Division, Fourth Army Corps.

Surgecfti Phelps,
Medical Director Fourth Army Corps.

No. 5.

Report of Col. Thomas E. Champion, Ninety-sixth Illinois Infantry,
commanding Second Brigade.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., First Div., 4th Army Corps,
In the Field, near Stone Church, February 27, 1864.

Major : I have the honor to report that on Monday, the 22d in-

stant, at 9 a. m. , this brigade left camp at Blue Springs, Tcnn. , and
together with the Third Brigade proceeded on a reconnaissance to
Red Clay.
We lay at Red Clay until about 2 p. m. of Tuesday, the 23d. We

then resumed our line of march and proceeded to Tiger Creek, on
the road to Catoosa Platform, arriving about 10 p. m.
On Wednesday, 24th, about 9 a. m., broke camp and returned as

far as Lee's house. Proceeded thence to Tunnel Hill on a reconnais-
sance, returning to Lee's house at 7 p. m. 'V

On Thursday left camp, together with Colonel Dickerman's brigade,
Fifteenth Army Corps, at 3 a. m., going in the direction of Dalton.
Arriving within about 2^ miles of Buzzard Roost Gap, we found the
cavalry under Colonel Long skirmishing with the enemy in the direc-
tion of the gap. Here, by direction of the general commanding, I
formed the brigade in two lines, with Colonel Grose's brigade on

* Noromal list omitted.
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the right, Colonel Dickerman's brigade being held as a reserve. At
about 9.30 a. m. we advanced in line, engaging theenemy and driving
him about 1^ miles, dislodging him from a densely wooded ridge.

Owing, however, to a delay in the formation and advance of the ex-
treme right of the line, consisting of a part of the Fourteenth Army
Corps, it became necessary for us to halt on the side of the hill above
referred to after having driven the enemy from it in ordpr to avoid
being flanked by the enemy, who now appeared in heavy force on
our right, front, and left. Here we lay during the entire day, briskly
skirmishing with the enemy and exposed to a heavy fire of artillery,

which, however, did us no damage. In the mean time the battery
attached to this brigade kept up a vigorous and effective fire on the
enemy.
Both ofiicers and men of the entire command, including the bat-

tery, behaved with great courage and coolness throughout the entire

engagement.
For the position occupied b^ this brigade, as well as the topogra-

phy of the country, reference is made to Exhibit A. * Our loss was
36, for particulars of which see Exhibit B.f Enemy's loss not posi-

tively known. We took 10 prisoners. Some were killed and a
number Avounded, and I am of the opinion that his loss was much
greater than ours.

At 11 p. m. we started on our return to Lee's house, where we lay
until 2 p. m. of the 26th. We then proceeded to Tunnel Hill, re-

mained until 9 p. m., and then returned to the Stone Church, near
Catoosa Platform.
Remained there until 1 p. m. of the 27th, when we took up our

line of march for Blue Springs. We arrived at Ewing's farm at 7

p. m. and went into bivouac. At 7 a. m. we resumed line of march
and reached Blue Springs at 12 m.

Officers and men without exception are entitled to the highest
praise for the patient cheerfulness with which they endured the fa-

tigues and exposures of the expedition.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

THOS. E. CHAMPION,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Maj. W. H. Sinclair,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 6.

Reports of Col. William Grose, Thirty-sixth Indiana Infantry, com-
manding Tliird Brigade.

Hdqrs. Third Brig., First Div., 4th Army Corps,
Widow Burke's Farm, February 34, 1864—8 p. m.

Major: We returned here this moment (perhaps we are 3J miles
from you), and have stopped for the night. We approached near
the railroad, 3^ miles west of Dalton, and met the enemy, infantry
and cavalry.
Colonel Long had the advance, drove their cavalry 2 miles, when

he met what the citizens said was Stewart's division of infantry in
sight of and at the railroad. I advanced the infantry to his support,

*Not found, f Nominal list omitted.
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checked and held the enemy back at a mile from the railroad until

night, when we withdrew to here, leaving Colonel Long and one reg-

iment of infantry 2 miles to our front. I don't believe there is mudi
force of the enemy in our front, but too much for our small force. I

am of the impression that double our force could have gained the rail-

road and held it. The enemy used no artillery. We fired 5 rounds.

I await orders.
,

Truly, I am,
W. GROSE,

Colonel, Commanding.
Major SiNCLAiK,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Your note here ; we are in no danger. Our loss very small ; but
three of Colonel Long's wounded fell into the hands of the enemy,
which I much regret.

W. GROSE,
Colonel, Commanding.

Hdqrs. Third Brig., First Div., 4th Army Corps,
Blue Springs, Tenn., February 29, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the part taken by this brigade in

the recent seven daj'^s before Dalton :

I was ordered by the division commander, and marched to take
part in the reconnaissance toward the enemy from this place on the
morning of the 22d of February, 1864, with the Eighty-fourth
Illinois, Colonel Waters; Seventy-fifth Illinois, Colonel Bennett;
Thirty-sixth Indiana, Lieutenant-Colonel Carey ; Thirtieth Indiana,
Lieutenant-Colonel Hurd ; Eightieth Illinois, Lieutenant-Colonel
Kilgour, and Twenty-fourth Ohio, Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerill,

with Battery H, Fourth U. S. Artillery, Lieutenant Heilman. Ef-
fective force, ofificers and men, including battery, 1,796. My bri-

gade having the advance, and the Thirty-sixth Indiana marching in
front, we moved toward Red Clay, or Council Ground, on the Geor-
gia State line, a distance of 8 miles ; arrived there at 12. 30 p. m. I

was then ordered by the general commanding the division to move
on the road toward Dalton, and if possible find the enemy. I ad-
vanced 3 miles to^ade's and found the enemy's pickets, drove them,
and directed Captain Van Antwerp;^with his company of Fourth
Michigan Cavalry, to pursue them, which he did promptly l-J miles.

Upon the cavalry rejoining the brigade we returned to Red Clay and
rested for the night.
February 23, marched with the division via Dr. Lee's house, 13

miles, to near Catoosa Springs, Ga., to make a junction with the
Fourteenth Corps ; arrived there about 9 p. m.
February 24, marched back east to Dr. Lee's house with division.

I was here directed to move southeast towaed Dalton, crossing the
ridge 3 miles north of the place known as Tunnel Hill, with my
infantry and one section of artillery, the latter under command of
Lieutenant Stansbury. I passed the first and a second ridge to a
road running south on the eastern base of the latter, along the road
to Neal's farm, 6 miles from Dalton. At this point I made a junc-
tion with Colonel Long, in command of 600 cavalry. He was in
position and skirmishing with the enemy. He had left Charles-

ton, Tenn., passed around on Spring Place road, thence west by
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Varnell's Station to the position at which I found him. Neal's farm
is 6 miles northwest of Dalton, and 3 miles north of the Chatta-
nooga and Dalton railroad. We both advanced on the wagon road
south toward Glaize's. house at the railroad. The ridge to our right
at this place (Neal's house) soon changed to the southeast, and con-
tinues that direction until it passes beyond Davis', hoiise, at the
western base of the ridge, at which point the road crosses to the
west side of the ridge. Five hundred yards beyond and southeast
from the passage of the road over the ridge a gorge separates the
ridge, through which a creek flows to the west, south of which the
ridge bears to the west of south li miles to the railroad, at a
point 3 miles north of west from Dalton, and at a point 1^ miles
east of the gorge through the Rocky Face Ridge, or Buzzard Roost,
forming a valley east of Rocky Face Ridge about li miles wide,
running from Davis' south to the railroad a like distance. We
steadily advanced. Colonel Long taking the lead ; drove the enemy
from all the ridge north of the creek. Upon entering the valley
Colonel Long's command passed to the right along the base of the
I'idge to the west. The Eighty-fourth and Seventy-fifth Illinois

Infantry were moved forward in the valley on the left of the cav-
alry, covering the slope of the eastern ridge with skirmishers thrown
forward and to the left to cover the ridge and flank of the line.

The Twenty-fourth Ohio was thrown forward in rear of the cavalry
to support them. In this form we pressed the enemy to within 300
yards of the railroad, the command of Colonel Long driving the
rebel infantry out of their camp immediately at the road. We con-

tinued in this position, skirmishing in front for some time, when
lines of the enemy's infantry commenced an advance upon us. A
few well-directed rounds from the section of artillery, with the aid

of a heavy skirmish line, brought them to a halt and put them under
cover. It was now near night, and learning from prisoners that

Stewart's rebel division was in our front and Stevenson's near by,

and not knowing that it was possible to have any assistance during
the night, at dusk I withdrew the forces, leaving the cavalry and
Eightieth Illinois Infantry at Neal's farm, and retired the residue

to Widow Burke's house, reported the facts, and rested for the night.

February 25, at early day Brigadier-General Cruft, division com-
mander, promptly came up with the other two brigades, and by his

orders all moved forward to Neal's farm^the enemy having occupied

the ridge where the road passes over toward Davis' house and for

near a mile to the north. Our lines were soon formed, my brigade
on the ridge to the right covering the summit and extending well

over the western slope, the Thirtieth Indiana, Seventy-fifth and
Eightieth Illinois in the front line from right to left, in the order I

have named them; the Eighty-fourth Illinois, the Twenty-fourth
Ohio, and Thirty-sixth Indiana in the . second line. The Second
Brigade (Colonel Champion) formed on my left, Cqlonel Long's cav-

alry extending his left, the other brigade (Colonel Dickerman) in

reserve. It was now about 9 a. m. Major-General Palmer appeared
on the field and wished to see me. I reported to him in front on the

skirmish line. After consultation the general informed me that we
would not advance i&til General Baird's division should arrive in

the valley to my right.

About 11 o'clock all was ready, and I sounded the forward and the

whole line moved off in splendid order. I rode with Colonel Ben-
nett, Seventy-fifth Illinois, whose battalion wa-s the battalion of di-.

28 K R—VOL XXXII. PT I
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rection. Was upon the summit of the ridge with good opportunities

to observe well the movements and grandeur of the scene to the right

and left of the long blue lines moving to battle. A more grand sight

my eye has never beheld. The direction was left oblique to keep
the bearing of the ridge, my artillery following the lines closely and
bearing part at every halt. We had not more than started before

the skirmishers became closely engaged in all the woodland cover-

ing the ridge. The advance was steady and rapid, clearing the
enemy from the ridge as we went.
When my lines had reached the creek at the gorge and beyond

Davis' house in the valley,- the skirmishers well advanced beyond, a
staff ofl&cer rode up and informed me that General Palmer desired

me to have halted on the ridge. I at once halted where I was. We
remained in this position during the afternoon, having heavy skir-

mishing and artillery practice in the mean time, the enemy occupy-
ing the ridge and valley south of the creek that I had possession of
the day before. With 10,000 more men to our left, Dalton no doubt
would have fallen an easy prey to our arms. At night, the object of
the reconnaissance being ended, we were ordered and with the divis-

ion returned to Dr. Lee's farm on the west of the Tunnel Hill range
of ridges, and 3 miles north of that place.

February 36, at about 9 a. m., I moved my command southeast 1

mile onto the ridge, 2 miles north of the tunnel, threw out some
skirmishers onto the eastern slope, met some rebel cavalry that were
attempting to follow us, and drove them out of sight and hearing.
In the evening moved down southwest into the valley at Israel's

house, rested until 9 p. m. ; was ordered and marched westward to
the Stone Church, near Catoosa Platform, and rested the balance of
the night.
February 27, started at 13 m. and marched to Swing's farm, north

9 miles, and camped for the night.
February 28, marched at 7 a. m. ; arrived in camp at this place at

12 m. Command in good condition.
I can with pleasure refer to the prompt and willing co-operation

and obedience of the officers and men of my command during this
short campaign, and I regard myself as truly fortunate in being
surrounded by first-class officers, both of infantry and artillery, and
braver soldiers never went upon a battle-field. My staff officers and
non-commissioned staff have alike my kindest regards for their effi-

cient aid and assistance during tlte dangers and fatigue.
The following shows the casualties of the brigade while on the

reconnaissance

:
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My sincere condolence and high appreciation of the merits of these
braves attend them.
Major Watson, Seventy-fifth Illinois, wounded by a falling tree,

effects of artillery firing, deserves notice as a noble officer. Hope
he may soon recover.
For more detailed accounts I refer to the accompanying reports of

regimental and battery commanders.
Exhibit A* herewith gives the topography of the ground in the

vicinity of the contest.
All of which is respectfully submitted.

I have the honor to be, major, your humble servant,
W. GROSE,

Maj. W. H. Sinclair,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Colonel, Commanding.

No. 7.

Report of Col. John E. Bennett, Seventy-fifth Illinois Infantry.

Hdqrs. Seventy-fifth Regt. Illinois Infantry,
Camp, Blue Springs, February 29, 1864.

Lieutenant : I have the honor to submit the following report of
the part taken by this command in the recent movement upon Dal-
ton, Ga. :

On the morning of the 22d instant, in obedience to orders pre-
viously received from Col. William Grose, commanding Third Bri-

gade, First Division, Fourth Army Corps, at 8 a. m. , I moved mjr
command from this camp, in company with the balance of the bn-
fade, marching in the rear of the Eighty-fourth Illinois Volunteer
nfantry into what is known as Red Clay Valley. Down this valley
we marched until we reached the State line, or Red Clay Station, on
the Tennessee and Georgia Railroad. Here the brigade was ordered
forward to reconnoiter. With it I marched my command as far as

Wade's plantation, a distance of some 3 miles beyond Red Clay Sta-

tion. Here we remained a short time, when we countermarched
back to station, where we encamped for the flight.

February 23, remained in camp until 2.30 p. m., at which time we
were again put in march by order of Col. William Grose, the column
taking a southwesterly direction toward EUidge's Mill, on the East
Chickamauga Creek. This direction we maintained until we arrived
at Dr. Lee's plantation, when the column filed to the right and went
into Catoosa Springs at 9 p. m.
February 24, at 10 a. m., the column was again put in motion, the

Third Brigade in advance and my command as befo^p in rear of the
Eighty-fourth Illinois Volunteers. Countermarched back to Dr.
Lee's house, then filed to the right, taking a southeasterly direction
toward Widow Burke's spring on the east side of Oak and Pine
Ridge. We passed over the ridge. As we neared the brow of it

the cavalry advance encountered the enemy's pickets and outposts,
which were readilj"^ driven in by them. By direction of Colonel

* Not found.



436 KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AUTD N. GA. [Chap. XLIV.

Grose, I formed line of battle along the brow of the ridge, where we
remained a few minutes, when we were ordered to advance in line,

marching in echelon on the left of the Eighty-fourth Illinois Volun-
teer Infantry, with my left well retired. The detachment of the

Fifty-ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry, which had previously been

assigned to my command, under command of Lieut^ J. H. Blodgett,

of this regiment, was ordered to take position ori the high eminence
to our left to protect our left flank. In this position we marched
until we reached Mr. Ault's house, in the valley below. Having no
orders to proceed farther I remained in this position until sundown,
when I withdrew my command and skirmishers and countermarched
to Widow Burke's farm, where we encamped for the night.

February 25, by order of Colonel Grose, commanding brigade, I

broke camp and moved back with the balance of the brigade to Oak
and Pine Ridge. Here we formed another line of battle, with the

Thirtieth Indiana on my right and the Eightieth Illinois on my left.

We were supported by the Eighty-fourth Illinois, Twenty-fourth
Ohio, and Thirty-sixth Indiana in our rear. I sent Company I

(Captain Hale) in front as skirmishers. In this position we ad-

vanced. Soon our skirmishers were engaged with those of the

enemy. Quite a brisk fire was kept up, and it required no little

effort to dislodge them from their position at Davis' house. Here we
had 3 men wounded in Company A. A little later Major Watson and
Private James H. Thompson, of Company K, were severely wounded
by the fall of a limb from a tree, which was cut off by a shell. Our
line still advanced, driving the enemy before it. I followed, when
according to instructions previously received from Colonel Grose, I

took a position in the edge of a narrow belt of timber, my skirmish-
ers occupying the opposite side of it commanding an open field from
80 to 100 rods in width. From this range continuous firftig was
kept up until night-fall, I relieving my skirmishers every two hours.
Our entire loss during the day was 8 wounded, including the

major.
At 9 p. m. I received orders to move my regiment to the rear, my

skirmish line being relieved by the Eighty-fourth Illinois Volun-
teers. We then marched back to the farm of Dr. Lee, which we
reached about 2 a. m., February 26.

February 26, about 9 o'clock, we moved from Lee's house and took
position on an eminence about a,ji4^e south. About 12 m. our pick-
ets were attacked by rebel cavalry, which were readily repulsed.
About 4 p. m. moved in position near the Second Brigade. At 9 p.
ni. broke camp and moved to the Stone Church, about 3 miles from
Ringgold, where we arrived at 11 p. m. and camped for the night.
February 27, marched at 12.30 o'clock, and at 6 p. m. camped on

Mr. Ewing's farm.
February 28, at 7 a. m., marched in rear of the whole column as

rear guard, and arrived at this camp at 1 p. m.
To the officers and men of thiscommand I Jtai truly grateful for their

extreme kindness and promptness in obeying every order, only vieing
with each other in endeavoring to do the most and do it the best. I

should be doing an injustice did I fail to make special mention of the
gallant conduct of Captain Hale and Lieutenants Bannister, Parrott,
and Newton, in command of skirmish companies. These officers have
on several occasions been worthy of special mention. Private Oscar A.
Seeley, Company C, is also worthy to be mentioned. He was seriously

wounded in the"arm and leg. Should he recover, he is worthy of be-
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ing promoted for Ms true bravery and courage during this campaign
and for other services which he has performed of a noble nature.
Below I appeind a list of casualties. *

All of which is respectfully submitted.
JOHN E. BENNETT,

Colonel Seventy-fifth Regiment Illinois Volunteers.

Lieut. James McC. Preston,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 8.

Report of Lieut. Col. William M. Kilgour, Seventy-fifth Illinois In-
fantry, commanding Eightieth Illinois Infantry.

Hdqrs. 80th Regiment Illinois Volunteer Infty.,
Blue Springs, Tenn., March 1, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of casualties

and part taken of this command during the recent seven days before
Dalton

:

This command, 8 commissioned officers, C acting lieutenants, and
350 men, total 364 effective men, in pursuance of orders from Col.

William Grose, commanding Third Brigade, left camp at Blue
Springs, Tenn., on the morning of February 22, at 7 o'clock, and
with the brigade marched to Red Clay Station, on the East Tennessee
and Georgia Railroad. Here we halted one -hour for dinner. At
about 3.30 p. m. the command reached Parson Wade's, 4 miles from
Red Clay. Here we came up with a small force .of the enemy, who
retreated in great haste on our approach. Here we formed a line of

battle, the Eightieth Illinois forming the left wing of the advance
line. After sending out scouts and pickets, who returned in an hour
or so with 4 prisoners and reported the enemy gone, we moved
back to Red Clay at sunset and camped for the night.

Next day we moved forward at 1 p. m., and reached camp near
Catoosa Springs at 10 p. m.
On the 24th, we advanced toward Dalton, some 4 miles, when the

Eightieth Illinois was detached from the brigade to support a section

of the battery, f which was left to hold the hill while the re-

mainder of the brigade moved forward. Here we threw out thi-ee

companies, B, C, and G, for pickets. At % p. m. we advanced to

within 4 miles of Dalton, and halted to guard a pass in the hills and
the roads, while the brigade moved on and engaged the enemy for

about one hour. After dark the brigade moved back to a big spring,

some 2 miles, leaving the Eightieth now in the advance on guard
and picket duty, and within a few hundred yards of the enemy's line.

Next morning, the 25th, formed the left wing of the advance and
moved forward a short distance in line of battle, when we halted and
threw up breast-works, and sent forward Lieuteijant Clendenin,
Company A, as skirmishers, who sharply engaged the enemy's skir-

mishers, when the column moved forward, and on the double-quick
routed the enemy, who fled in confusion before us. After advancing
something over a mile, we halted to await further orders, our skir-

mishers again engaging the enemy. Here we were under a heavy
cross-fire of the enemy's artillery and skirmishers, and also were ex-

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 1 ofHcer and 7 men wounded,

f Battery H, Fourth U. S. Artillery.
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posed to great danger from falling timber and limbs of trees and
from the bad firing and premature bursting of shells from our own
battery, planted on the hill in our rear. Here we again threw up
breast-works, and remained till 10 p. m., when we received orders and
withdrew and returned to camp near Dr. Lee's.

At 8 a. m., 26th, changed camp and sent Company H on picket,

under command of Orderly Sergt. J. H, McFarlanei Scarcely had
Adjutant Abernathy returned from posting the pickets till the
enemy's cavalry, under Wheeler, Kelly, and Davidson made their

appearance. Our pickets opened a galling fire upon them, and held
them in check till the regiment came to their relief. The enemy
were doubtless taken by surprise, and finding it rather unpleasant,
if not quite unhealthy just then, retreated, leaving the Eightieth in

possession of the field, where we remained till 9 p. ni. , then moved
back and rejoined the brigade, and at 12 m. went into camp at Ca-
toosa Springs.
The 27th, at 1 p. m., marched back to camp, a distance of 8 or 9

miles.
Sunday, the 28th, at 12 m., reached former camp at Blue Springs

in good condition and fine spirits.

The ofiicers and men of the regiment conducted themselves well,

and showed great eagerness to rush upon the rebel hordes in their
front, and manifested great dissatisfaction when they found it was
not the intention of the move to bring on a general engagement. Our
casualties were light. We had none killed and only 4 wounded, viz.

First Sergt. John Criley, Company A, slightly in knee ; Third Sergt.

Robert Millburn, Company H, slightly in groin ; Sei-gt. Fryar Job-
ling, Company C, slightly in arm ; Private John M. Holland, Com-
pany B, slightly in arm.

I cannot close without making special mention of Lieut. Harvey
Clendenin, Company A, and John H. Smith, Company B, for their
gallant conduct and bravery on the skirmish line. I would also make
special mention of the valuable services rendered me by Adjt. James
R. Abernathy, whose gallant conduct and bravery entitle him to the
highest praise.

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
W. M. KILGOUR,

Lieut. Col., 75th Illinois, Comdg. 80th Illinois Regiment.
Lieut. J. McC. Preston,

Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 9.

Report of Col. Louis H. Waters, Eighty-fourth Illinois Infantry,

Headquarters Eighty-fourth Illinois Infantry,
February 29, 1864.

Lieutenant : I have the honor to report, for the information of
the colonel commanding, the participation of my command in the
recent affair near Dalton :

We left our camp near Cleveland on the 22d instant, joining our
brigade near^lue Springs, with 20 officers and 293 enlisted men, and
proceeded thence to the vicinity of Red Clay.
On the 23d, we moved to the vicinity of the Fourteenth Army

Corps at Catoosa Springs ; and on the day following with our bri-

gade we proceeded on a reconnaissance, crossing Tunnel ridge about



Cha*. XUV.] demonstration on DAMON, GA. 439

1-J miles below Dr. Lee's farm, striking the road leading to the gap
in Rocky Face Mountain, near Rogers' house, near to which we
found Colonel Long's cavalry brigade.
Following this brigade within supporting distance we proceeded

along the road in the direction of the gap, and soon came upon the
enemy. Colonel Long's skirmishers steadily drove the enemy, my
command covering his left, across the Gordon farm, ^nd' to within
li miles of the gap. My skirmishers exchanged a few shots with a
small party of the enemy on my left, but at too great a distance to

have much effect. At dark we withdrew some 2 miles.

On the following morning, having been joined by the other brigades
of our division and by the division of General Baird, we again ad-

vanced, my regiment being on the right of the second line to the
north side of Gordon's farm, where we lay during the rest of the day.

I had 1 man severely and 1 quite slightly wounded.
At 6 p. m. I was directed to relieve the entire skirmish line of our

brigade, that our forces were to withdraw, and the Fortieth Ohio
and Eighty-fourth Illinois under my command to cover the with-
drawal. By 10.30 p. m. the whole force had withdrawn, and at

11.15 p. m. I gave the signal for my skirmishers to retire. We
rejoined our battalion on the hill near Crow's house, and following
the column at a distance of 2 miles or more, we reached Dr. Lee's

farm at 3 a. m. that night.

"

On the following morning our brigade took position on the ridge

we had crossed the morning before, and scarcely had we taken posi-

tion before the enemy's cavalry came in sight and we were soon en-

gaged in a brisk skirmish with them. Colonel Long's cavalry hav-
ing been sent around our left to gain the enemy's rear, soon com-
menced skirmishing with them also, and in a fe-^ minutes the enemy
were in retreat. During that night we moved to the vicinity of the

Stone Church, and from thence to our present camp, which was
reached on the evening of the 28th.

I had in addition to the 2 wounded before mentioned, 1 man of

my pioneers wounded with an ax.

Below I append a list of the casualties.*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
L. H. WATERS,
Colonel, Commanding.

[Lieut. J. McC. Preston,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.^

No. 10.

Report of Lieut. Col. Orrin D. Hurd, Thirtieth Indiana Infantry.

Hdqrs. Thirtieth Regiment Indiana Volunteers,
Blue Springs, February 28, 1864.

Sir : In compliance with circular of this date, I have the honor to

make the following report of the part taken by my>command in the

late skirmish before Dalton, Ga. :

My regiment, consisting of 11 commissioned and 190 enlisted effect-

ive strength, moved with the brigade from camp at Blue Springs,

Tenn. , on the 22d instant, at 7 a. m. , toward Dalton, Ga.
Nothing of importance transpired until the morning of the 25th,

when I was ordered to take position on the extreme right of the

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 8 men womided.
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brigade, my left resting on line and right of the Seventy-fifth Illi<

"nois. Skirmishers were thrown forward covering the front of my
regiment, while the men in the line were engaged in erecting tem-
porary works of logs and stone. At about 9 a. m. the line moved
forward across the ridge and descended the slope. Here the skir-

mishers were hotly engaged while entering an open field, and in

fact my whole regiment was exposed to the enemy's fije. My skir-

mishers now rallied on the right and dislodged the enemy from an
old building which served him as an excellent protection. Here the
line halted a few moments, when it moved forward on the double-
quick, crossing the open field a distance of about GO rods and taking
a position under cover of a fence and some timber. The skir-

mishers, having advanced about 120 rods from the line, -gained a
strong position on a light slope. The firing now became general.

At about noon I was ordered to advance with my command a short
distance to support a section of artillery. Temporary works were
again constructed, behind which my regiment remained. Nothing
of importance transpired during the remainder of the day except
skirmishing, in which my whole regiment was engaged at intervals.

I received [oi'ders] to withdraw at 10.30 p. m., which I did quietly,

moving with bi'igade ; after which nothing more occurred in which
my regiment had part.

The casualties in my command were as 'follows : Corpl. Harrison
Merrills, of Lieut. William H. H. Day's company, G ; Privates
Adam S. Krumer and Aaron S. Winegardner, of detachment Ninth
Indiana Volunteers, commanded by Lieut. G. E. Murphy ; all of
whom were missing in action. The accompanying statements*
from their company oflBcer will show the facts relating to their
cases. I am unable to make any report with reference to their capt-
ure.

I can but return my warmest thanks to the officers and men of my
regiment for the faithful performance of their arduous duties while
suffering the hardships and privations of seven days' duration.
Respectfully submitted.

O. D. HURD,
Lieut. Col. , Comdg. Thirtieth Regiment Indiana Volunteers.

Lieut. James McC. Pkeston,
Acting Aide-de-Camp.

No. 11.

Report of Lieut. Col. Oliver H. P. Carey, Thirty-sixth Indiana In-
fantry.

Hdqrs. Thirty-sixth Indiana Volunteer Infantry,
Blue Springs, March 1, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report the part taken by the Thirty-sixth
Indiana Volunteers in the recent actions near Dalton, Ga. Effective
strength on leaving camp, 12 commissioned officers and 268 enlisted
men.
February 23, was the advance regiment of the brigade. Compa-

nies A, F, and G being thrown forward as advance guard. No op-
position was met until we arrived within about 12 miles of Dalton,
where Company A of the advance came up to and engaged the

*Not found,
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enemy's outpost pickets, 3 of -whom -were captured, the rest escap-
ing by a hasty retreat. In the evening we returned to Red Clay,
where we camped.
February 33, at 2 p. m. , resumed the march, which was tedious and

fatiguing on account of bad roads. Arrived in the vicinity of
Catoosa Springs at 11 p. m.
February 24, advanced on the road to within 5 milea of Dalton, and

in the skirmish of this day was posted on a hill covering the left and
protecting the rear. Was not actively engaged although the skir-

mishers on the left were fired at, but at such long range that no
execution could be done. Under orders from the brigade commander
1 withdrew my regiment from its position after dark a distance of
2 or 3 miles, where we rested until morning.
February 25, moved forward again, and when the lines of battle were

formed about 2 miles from the position occupied by us the day before
this regiment formed the left of the second line of the brigade. At a
given signal we moved forward in line of battle over a very rough,
uneven country, the skirmishers of the first line being constantly
engaged with those of the enemy, and the occasional whistling of
musket balls and crashing with shot and shell, sounds with which
we had become familiar on other fields, told that we had a stubborn
enemy to contend with. The line halted when we reached the hill

from which we retired the evening before, and although at no time
actively engaged 1 man was killed instantly and 2 wounded by the.

explosion of a shell. The men sheltered themselves as best they
could in line, and yet the balls came in unpleasant proximity—but
we suffered no further casualties. Without fires we laid in this po-

sition until 11 p. m., when, by orders from the brigade commander,
I called the men to attention and retired on the road with the rest of

the brigade 6 or 8 miles, where at 2 a. m. we sought rest until morning.
February 26, took position on slope of ridge awaiting orders, which

soon came in the shape of picket-firing on our front. Moved to the

crest of the ridge to resist an attack, which was not made. Marched
down into the valley and on the Tunnel Hill road some 2 miles,

where we thought we would rest for the night ; but receiving orders

we marched at 9 p. m. , arriving near the Stone Church at 12 o'clock,

and bivouacked until morning.
February 27 and 28, marched back to our old camp at this place.

The officers and men of my command deserve honorable mention
for the prompt and ready willingness-wifth which all orders were
obeyed. Many of the men were almost without shoes, and yet with-

out a murmur of complaint they marched foui- nights and every day
of the seven while on this trip.

Had it been our lot to have gone into the battle, which we ex-

pected, I do not doubt but that the Thirty-sixth would have sustained

the honor which Indiana has won by the daring gallantry of her

tried and ever ready soldiers on many battle-fields, and have added
new laurels to those already won during thirty m<^nths' service.

The casualties are as follows: Killed, Private Charles M. Hill,

Company E. Wounded, Privates Lewis Langstone and John Jonas,

Company H, both slight.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

O. H. P. CAREY,
Lieut. Col., Comdg. Thirty-sixth Indiana Volunteers.

Assistant Adjutant-General,
Third Brig,, First Div., Fourth Army Corps,
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No. 12.

Report of Lieut. Col. Armstead T. M. Cockerill, Twenty-fourth
Ohio Infantry.

Hdqrs. Twenty-fourth Regiment Ohio Vols.,
Blue Springs, Tenn., February 29, 1804.

Lieutenant : I liave the honor to report the part taken by my
command, together with the casualties therein, in the recent move-
ments before Dalton

:

The regiment marched from its present camp on the morning of
the 22d instant in obedience to orders from headquarters Third Bri-

gade, First Division, Fourth Army Corps, with an effective force of
180 enlisted men and 13 commissioned officers. I was compelled to

leave in camp 40 men, who were unable to march for the want of

shoes.

The regiment remained with the brigade on the 23d and 23d, dur-
ing which days nothing occurred outside the usual line of duty con-
nected with the march.
On the morning of the 24th, this regiment was in the advance, and

two companies were deployed as skirmishers, though we did not
meet with any resistance, and continued to march until we reached
the cavalry command of Colonel Long, who then took the advance,
and, coming up to the enemy, engaged him. I was then directed to
take my position on the ri^ht of the brigade, on the ridge fronting
the valley. After remainiag in line of battle a short time, I was
ordered to advance down the road into the valley to the support of
Colonel Long, and again took position on the right, near the brick
building known as Ault's house. While in this position I sent for-

ward a con^any as skirmishers, who fired a few shots at the enemy's
advance. When ordered to withdraw, I left two companies in the
valley to cover the movements on the road, and they rejoined the
regiment after it went into camp.
On the morning of the 25th, the regiment marched in rear of the

brigade. Afterward, when formed in line of battle, it was placed
in the second line and in rear of the Seventy-fifth Illinois. Before
advancing I had my men replenish their ammunition to 60 rounds
per man. When the order to advance was given the regiment
moved in the same order as designated in line of battle. During the
halt, which was made near where the read passes into the valley, we
were exposed to the fire of the enemy's sharpshooters, who were on
our right and front. While in this position I had 3 men wounded.
In the next advance I moved across the road on the western slope of
the hill and halted, the left resting on the summit of the hill. While
in this position the command became considerably exposed to the
fire of the enemy's guns. I then moved to the right so that my
right rested at the base of the hill, on the left of the road, and
about 200 yards in advance of Davis' house. .Before changing to

my late position I had 9 men (all of Company B) disabled by the
falling of a tree, which was cut off by a shell from the enemy's guns.
I remained in the position to which I last moved until ordered to

retire with the .brigade, and marched in rear of the Thirtieth In-
diana.
In the engagement of the 25th the regiment did not fire a single

shot, being in the rear line throughout the whole day.
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Nothing transpired of note after the 25th, and the legiment re-
mained with the brigade, returning to its present camp on the after-
noon of the 28th.

It is only necessary to state that the conduct of both officers and
men were alike, each faithfully performing their various duties
throughout the entire march.
The casualties of the regiment were as follows :*

All of which I respectfully submit.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. T. M. COCKERILL,
Lieutenant- Colonel, Commanding Regiment.

Lieut. James McC. Preston,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Third Brigade.

No. 13.

Report of Capt. Peter Simonson, Fifth Indiana Battery, Chief of
Artillery, First Division, Fourth Army Corps.

Office Chief of Artillery,
Hdqrs. First Division, Fourth Army Corps,

Blue Springs, Tenn., March 1, 1864.

Major : I have the honor to report herewith the part taken by the
artillery of the division in the recent reconnaissance :

No artillery was used until the evening of the 24th, at which time
one section of Battery H, Fourth Artillery, which accompanied the
Third Brigade down the valley east of Buzzard Roost ridge, fired

six i-ounds, checking the advance of the enemy, with whom we fought
during the next day.
On the morning of the 25th, both batteries advanced with division

in line of battle, each with its respective brigade, and promptly
opened fire at the first appearance of the enemy's lines. They tnen
advanced until our lines were opened on by the opposing artillery,

when for the purpose of getting a cross-fire on the rebel artillery, I

sent the Fifth Indiana Battery to the hill on the left of the road, and
Battery H to the high ground well on» t^ right of the road, which
threw this battery in front of the lines of Baird's division.

The Fifth Indiana from the hill, by their firing, caused the enemy's
battery to change position twice, after which the enemy took posi-

tion behind the crest of opposing ridge, from which place we did
not succeed in dislodging them. One section of Battery H was
moved to an advanced position on our lines for the purpose of get-

ting an enfilading fire along the ridge immediately opposite to us,

but owing to the enemy having the advantage of the crest of the
hill we did not succeed in driving them, although the section main-
tained its position under a severe fire throughout the day. During
the heavy firing on the right of Baird's division the other four guns
of Battery H materially assisted our troops (engaged there), although
they were obligedto change their position once or twice to avoid the
fire of the enemy's musketry.

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 12 men wounded.
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The Fifth Indiana during the remainder of the day kept up a
desultory artillery duel with the enemy on the opposite ridge without
apparently effecting anything on either side, the enemy's fire being at

times very close but not effective. The firing was quite slow, owing
to the woods obstructing the view, and we only being able to fire

when we could see the smoke of the enemy's guns.
At night the artillery quietly withdrew with the balance of the

command.
There were 452.rounds of ammunition expended during the action,

250 by the Fifth Indiana and 202 by Battery H.
The officers and men of the entire command behaved well. Lieu-

tenant Warner, of Battery H, deserves special mention for the persis-

tence with which he maintained his section in the exposed situation
mentioned before. Also Lieut. G. H. Briggs, Fifth Indiana Battery,
for his coolness under fire. I also desire to mention Lieut. H. E.
Stansbury, who, owing to the scarcity of officers in Battery H, took
command of a section of that battery on the 24th and managed it

well.

The loss was 1 man severely wounded and 5 horses disabled.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
PETER SIMONSON,

Captain, and Chief of Artillery, First Div., Uh Army Corps.

Maj. William H. Sinclair,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., First Div., Fourth Army Corps.

No. 14.

Report of Lieut. William H. Heilman, Fifteenth U. S. Infantry,
commanding Battery H, Fourth U. 8. Artillery.

Hdqrs. Battery H, Fourth U. S. Artillery,
Blue Springs, Tenn., February 29, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that Battery H, Fourth U.
S. Artillery, under my command, left camp at Blue Springs, Teim.,
on Monday, the 22d day of February, 1864, and proceeded with the
brigade to Red Clay, Ga., where I sent one section, commanded by
Lieut. C. N. Warner, Fourth U. S. Ari^llery, with the brigade on a
reconnaissance. It returned at sunset, and the battery remained at
Red Clay until the following morning, February 23, when it pro-
ceeded to Catoosa Springs.
On the following morning, February 24, it returned to Lee's house,

where it remained until the next morning, with the exception of one
section, which I sent with the brigade on a reconnaissance to Buz-
zard Roost Gap, where it was brought into action in skirmishing
with the enemy ; no casualties.

On the morning following, Febriiary 25, I'proceeded with the
other two sections of the battery and joined section and brigade at
Widow Burke's. I then proceeded to the gap on the left of Davis'
house, where the whole battery was brought into action. I received
orders shortly alterward to report with two sections to General
Baird, which I did, leaving one section under the command of Lieut.

C. N. Warner, Fourth U. S. Artillery, with the brigade. I imme-
diately put my battery into position, and was engaged with the
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enemy until sunset. I was compelled several times to change my
position on account of the accuracy of the enemy's firing, and also
to replace ammunition.
During the engagement 1 man was seriously wounded, 3 horses

killed and 2 disabled.
I expended during the action with the whole battery over 100

rounds of ammunition. The firing was very correct, and the men
behaved gallantly.
About 10 o'clock the same night, February 35, I reported to my

brigade commander, when I returned with my battery and brigade
to Lee's house.
On the following morning, February 36, 1 proceeded to Anderson's

house, and in the afternoon to Israel's house, where I remained until
9 p. m., when I proceeded to Jack's house, remaining there until
noon of the 27th, when I marched to Swing's farm and encamped
until the morning of the 38th, when the line of march was again
taken up, and I returned to Blue Springs, Tenn., where the battery
is now encamped.

List of casualties : Private Dempsey seriously wounded.
I am, colonel, very respectfully,

WM. H. HEILMAN,
First Lieut, 15th U. S. Infantry, Comdg. Battery.

Col. William Grose,
Commanding Third Brigade.

No. 15.

Congratulatory orders from, Headquarters Fourteenth Army Corps.

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. Fourteenth Army Corps,
V Department OF the Cumberland,

No. 3.
)

Chattanooga, Tenn., March 1, 1864.

Tlie general commanding tenders his warmest thanks to the oflB-

cers and soldiers engaged in the late offensive reconnaissance toward
Tunnel Hill and Dalton. By their zeal, patience, and courage on
the march and under the fire of the enemy, they have won a new
and stronger claim to his confidence »ndi respect. In discipline, the
general conduct of all was unexceptionable. Still it is the duty of
the general commanding to say there was some wanton destruction
of property (the work of stragglers from the march and skulkers
from the field) , which, forhimself and the soldiers under his command,
he disavows and condemns. We are the soldiers of a constitutional
government, and are fighting to restore to the people of these unhappy
States who are groaning under the relentless, crushing despotism of
traitors and usurpers, the blessings of free and equal laws. Jealous
of the honor of American soldiers, the general trusts that every
ofiicer and soldier of his command will feel that disordei' and disre-
gard for the rights of tbe peaceable citizens of the country is as dis-
graceful as cowardice. No brave.man will oppress the weak and de-
fenseless.

By command of Maj. Gen. J. M. Palmer :

D. W. NORTON,
Major and Acting Assistant Adjutant- Oeneral.
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No. 16.

Report of Capt. Charles R. Case, Acting Signal Officer, commanding
Signal Detachment, Fourteenth Army Corps.

Hdqrs. Signal Detachment, 14th Army Corps,
Ringgold, Ga. , Februahj —, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part the signal detachment, Fourteenth Army Corps, took in the
reconnaissance toward Dalton, Ga.

:

On the morning of the 22d of February, 1864, Lieutenants How-
gate, HoUopeter, Quinton, Taylor, and myself, with 2 enlisted men
each, left Chattanooga w^ith Major-General Palmer, commanding
reconnaissance, for the front, then at Rossville. On reaching the
latter place the general ascertained that the troops had passed.

After halting a few moments the general started on. At Pea
Vine Creek, 12 miles from Chattanooga, we came up to the head of the
column, which had halted for dinner. Lieutenant HoUopeter and
myself, with 4 men, went forward to a hill near by known as Pea
Vine Ridge, to see if an intermediate station could not be estab-

lished connecting Chattanooga and Ringgold. Arriving at the top
we found that it could be accomplished. I ordered Lieutenants
HoUopeter and Quinton to open this station, and keep a sharp look-
out for flag at Ringgold. Lieutenants Howgate, Taylor, and myself
moved forward with the column, and on reaching Ringgold found
that communication could not be opened to the rear, the town being
situated in a valley ; but just in front, half a mile distant, White Oak
Mountain reared its head, just the place for a station. We immedi-
ately took possession of it, and commenced preparations to open. I

left Lieutenants Howgate and Taylor on the station, and went to
headquarters Fourteenth Army Corps, then across the river in rear
of town, in full view of the mountain station. At 7.30 p. m. I re-

Eorted to General Palmer communication open to Chattanooga.
>uring the night several important dispatches passed to and from

department and corps headquarters.
The next morning the troops advanced through the gap in front of

Ringgold, and into the valley between the latter place and Tunnel
Hill. I closed station, directing Lieutenant Howgate to look forme
on east side of mountain. General Palmer established headquarters
near Catoosa Station. I opened witH Eieutenant Howgate, thereby
making a complete line of communication from the general in the
field with the general commanding at Chattanooga.
During the day General Palmer occupied different positions as

headquarters. The topography of the valley was such that there
was no difficulty in staying with the general and keeping communi-
cation open. At night headquarters were in the same place that we
were the previous evening. Comn'iunication was opened at once
with Chattanooga. Lieutenants Ayers and Flook, with parties, re-

ported to me in compliance with your order. I placed Lieutenant
Flook on duty at headquarters station. The line as far as Pea Vine
Ridge worked well.

On the morniiig of the 24th, the general moved headquarters in the
valley near Lockridge's house, on Tunnel Hill road, where Lieuten-
ant ^look opened with mountain station. The skirmishers were at
this time some 2 miles in the advance. I therefore sent Lieutenant
Ayers to the front to make observations and report as they advanced
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through mountain station, as that station commanded almost the
entire valley. I also instructed Lieutenant Howgate to keep a sharp
lookout for him. In so doing (if Lieutenant Ayers should succeed
in opening with mountain station) it would keep the general well
posted as to what was being done on the front.
About 12 o'clock the general started to the front. The station was

closed and Lieutenant Howgate was instructed to look for our flag
at the front, Lieutenant Flook and myself accompanying the gen-
eral to new headquarters at Davis' house, 1 mile fi-om Tunnel Hill.
About half mile to the rear and 500 yards to the left, Lieutenant Flook
called mountain station, and in five minutes received acknowledg-
ment.
Having heard nothing from Lieutenant Ayers, I directed mount-

ain station to keep a sharp lookout, and, if possible, find his flag.
On going to the front a short time afterward, I saw Lieutenant

Ayers, who was watching rebel signal station on Bald Knob of Tun-
nel Hill. I instructed him that as soon as our skirmishers took pos-
session of the knob to occupy it, and, if possible, open with mount-
ain station.

A number of messages passed during the afternoon. The linewas
worked well until 7 p. m., when the smoke from the camp-fires of
General Baird's division, which was in rear of the station, cut off
communication until morning. Lieutenant Howgate, however, for-
warded all messages that came from Chattanooga to the front by
messenger.
On the morning of the 25th, the smoke had become so dense

(owing to the woods catching fire along the line) that it was impossi-
ble to communicate. At 1 p. m. Lieutenant Ayers reported to me
at General Davis' headquarters, near Buzzard Roost, and informed
me that in accordance with my instructions he had occupied the rebel
signal station on Bald Knob, capturing a fly, canteen of turpentine,
and some commissary stores, which the rebel signal ofiicer was
obliged to leave, but did not succeed in opening communication with
mountain station.

The morning of the 26th, Lieutenant Ayers opened with mountain
station from Tunnel Hill, the smoke having cleared away and the
line worked well.

I learned from the general that General Cruft's division, which
had previously occupied the left of the line, had fallen back to Ca-
toosa Station, and as soon as night -wwuld cover the movements
our entire force would fall back, having accomplisTied the object for

which the expedition had started.

I sent Lieutenant Flook to re-open the station near Davis' house.
At the same time I instructed Lieutenant Ayers to go to Catoosa
Station, or as near as he could get to General Cruft's headquarters,
and open with mountain station, thereby (if accomplished) making
a complete line of communication from front to rear. At 9 p. m.
the general left the town of Tunnel Hill for Cii^toosa Station. As
we passed. Lieutenant Flook closed his station and joined me.
On arriving at headquarters I expected to find Lieutenant Ayers,

but on inquiry found that he had attempted to open with mountain
station, and not succeeding had left. Subsequently I ascertained
from him that he had misunderstood my instructions and had gone
to mountain station, where he remained until next morning. Lieu-
tenant Flook, however, opened at once with mountain station, and
reported eommunication open ivith Chattanooga.
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Next morning broke station and went to Ringgold. The fog being
very heavy, did not succeed in opening with mountain station until
10 a. m.
The general commanding informed me that General Baird's divis-

ion would occupy Ringgold, and directed me to keep the line open
to Chattanooga, and instruct the ofBcers on mountain station to
make close observation to the front of the movemeoits of the enemy
and report. To carry out the general's orders I placed Lieutenant
Flook on Ringgold station, and ordered Lieutenant Howgate to
report to me for instructions. After making all the arrangements
that were deemed necessary, Lieutenant Ayers and myself started
for Chattanooga, where we arrived the same evening, reporting to
you in person.
During most of the time we experienced very unfavorable weather,

and in consequence of the fog and smoke could only work at inter-
vals, which fact the general was aware of, and made due allowance.

Tlie general working of the line was good, with the exception of
Missionary Ridge station. The causes why said station did not
answer promptly the calls from Pea Vine station I have not investi-
gated, but would respectfully refer to Lieutenant HoUopeter's report,
report of messages, time, &c.

I also send reports of Lieutenants Howgate and Flook, and report
of messages received and transmitted by them. *

In conclusion, it is but justice to state that the efficiency of the
line was due to the prompt and energetic manner with which Lieu-
tenants Howgate, HoUopeter, Quinton, Flook, and Taylor discharged
their duties.

Respectfully submitted.
C. R. CASE,

Captain and Acting Signal Officer.

Capt. P. Babcock, Jb.,
Chief Signal Officer, Department of the Cumberland.

[Inclosure.l

Message report of stations on Thorman's Ridge, li miles south of
Graysville, from February 22 to March 1, 1864, worked by Lieu-
tenants HoUopeter and Quinton.

"Thorman's Ridge, Ga.,
February 32, 1864.

Captain Case :

General Thomas wishes the news from the front.

J. L. HOLLOPETER,
Lieutenant and Acting Signal Officer.

\
Ringgold, Ga.,

February 22, 1864.

Captain Babcock :

We hold Ringgold ; we have three stations ; work one myself.
C. R. CASE,

Captain, Comdg. Sig. Detch., lith Army Corps.

* Howgate's report not found.
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Headquarters Department of the Cumberland.
February 22, 1864.

General Palmer :

Cruft occupies Eed Clay, and has pushed a reconnaissance toward
Varnell's Station. Report what you have discovered so far.

GEO. H. THOMAS,
Major-GenercH, Commanding.

Department Headquarters,
Chattanooga, February 33, 1864.

General Palmer :

The general commanding has ordered the whole of General Davis'
command to join you as soon as possible. Colonel Paul has been or-

dered to send all supplies possible, to be escorted by the Tenth Indi-
ana Infantry. The bridge across Chickamauga will also be ordered
to-day.

WILLARD,
Captain and Aide-de-Camp.

Office Signal Officer, Dept. of the Cumberland.
February 33, 1864.

Captain Case :

Have you received those messages for Palmer ?

P. BABCOCK, Jr.,
Captain and Chief Signal Officer.

Signal Detch., Fourteenth Army Corps,
Ringgold, Ga., February 23, 1864.

Captain Babcock :

I have received but two messages for General Palmer.
C. R. CASE,

Captain, Commanding Detachment.

Tunnel Hill. Ga.,
February 33, 1864.

General Thomas :

Reconnaissance to Tunnel Hill completed. Enemy retreating be-

fore our skirmishers. About 400 cavalry, no infantry ; one battery
of artillery. Main position of our force between Ringgold Gap and
ridge 3 miles this side of Tunnel Hill. .

Loss 1 sergeant, killed, and 4 or 5 men wounded. Rebel works and
quarters at Tunnel Hill abandoned.

WM. D. WHIPPLE.
Brigadier-General and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Received at 10 p. m., called from 10 to 11 p. m., and then sent by
courier.

<5UINT0N.
29 R R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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Tunnel Hill, Ga.,
February 23, 1864.

General Thomas :

General Cruft reports himself going into camp at Catoosa Creek,
3 miles from the Platform ; closed on Baird. Colonel Boone reports

10 miles south of Ringgold ; came into Ringgold the same time our
infantry reconnaissance did, capturing 9 prisoners. ' Colonel Long
reports on Spring Place road, 3i miles from Dalton ; drove one in-

fantry regiment out of their quarters ; captured 12 prisoners. He
thinks the enemy is leaving Dalton.

WM. D. WHIPPLE,
Brigadier- General and Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
February 24, 1864.

General Palmer :

If you succeed in driving the enemy from Dalton, send back all

the "wagons you can spare at once, so that I can have them loaded with
provisions and forage, and follow your command.

GEO. H. THOMAS,
Mqjor-General, Commanding.

Tunnel Hill, Ga.,
February 24, 1864—4.25 p. m.

General Thomas :

Your dispatch received. We have just gained possession of Tun-
nel Hill ; small loss.

WM. D. WHIPPLE,
Brigadier- General and Assistant Adjutant- General.

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
Chattanooga, February 24, 1864.

General Whipple :

Just received a dispatch from General Grant. He wishes the enemy
pushed as much as possible. Say [so] to General Palmer. I will try
to get out to you to-morrow and miiJ^ some forage. Send me all in-

formation you get to-day as soon as possible, so tiiat I can telegraph
to General Grant.

GEO. H. THOMAS,
Major-General, Commanding.

Tunnel Hill, Ga., February 34, 1864—midnight.
(Reci^ved Feb. 25, 3 a. m.)

General Thomas :

Yours received at 3 p. m. to this place. Davis' division is now at
Buzzard Roost confronting enemy, who has taken strong position.

Lost to-day 2^illed and 10 or 12 wounded. Some fighting this even-
ing on the Cleveland road, where Grose is. No report from them.
Enemy in our immediate front, about 2 miles, with three batteries of
artillery. All goes on very well. Have dispatched fully by courier.

WHIPPLE.
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Communication closed on account of rain until the 26tli, at which
time communication was with station on Pea Vine, instead of Mis-
sionary Ridge.

Tunnel Hill, Ga.,
February 36", 1864.

Captain Babcock :

Drove the enemy but little yesterday.

C. R. CASE,
Captain and AcUny Signal (Jfficer.

Ringgold, Ga.,
February 26, 1864.

General Thomas :

Left Tunnel Hill at 9 o'clock. Troops retiring without trouble.
PALMER,

Major- General, Commanding, &c.

Weather unfavorable. Communication closed on account of rain
and fog until March 1, 1804.

No. i-;

Report of Brig. Gen. Richard W. Johnson, U. S. Army, command-
ing First Division.

Hdqrs. First Division, Fourteenth Army Corps,
Graysville, Ga., March 37, 1864.

SiK : I have the honor to make the following report of the opera-
tions of the division under my command in the recent demonstra-
tions before Dalton. This report has been delayed under the belief
that none would be required, as the corps commander was present
and superintended the movements in person :

The movement having been decided upon, I received an order to
get my division in readiness to march, with three days' rations. A
very few wagons were allowed each brigade, the teams of which were
to be supplied with three days' forage. Owing to the bad condition
of my horses it was deemed advisable to take only one section with-
out the caissons.

At early dawn. February 22, the division moved in the direction
of Rossville, with King's brigade in advance, followed by Carlin's,

which latter was followed by the Third Brigade, commanded by
Colonel Hambright. Arriving at Rossville we took the direct Ring-

fold road, preceded by a part of Colonel Harrisc^i's regiment,
hirty-ninth Indiana Mounted Infantry. On arriving at the Chick-

amauga a temporary bridge was* constructed over which the men
passed, while the artillery, wagons, &c., forded at a point near by.
This proved to be a very tedious operation, and delayed our move-
ments a good deal. On arriving at Ringgold it was found to
be occupied by only a small picket of the enemy, which fled on
the appearance of Colonel Harrison with his mounted men. The
division entered and took possession of the village. The gap beyond
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the town was picketed and held by King's brigade. In posting his

pickets on the high bluff south of the pass Lieutenant Ayres, adju-
tant Nineteenth [U. S.] Infantry, was captured by a few of the
enemy, who fled with him in the direction of Tunnel Hill.

February 23, the mounted force was again placed in advance, fol-

lowed by my division, led by Hambright's brigade. .

At Catoosa Station, .3 miles south of Ringgold, the rebel cavalry
made a feeble stand, but were driven from point to point, continu-

ally forced back until they reached the neighborhood of Tunnel
Hill, where they were re-enforced, and greatly outnumbered our
mounted force. Carlin was moved forward to support Harrison with
his brigade, which for the occasion was re-enforced by the Nine-
teenth Illinois to replace the Second Ohio, which had been tempora-
rily withdrawn, by direction of the coi-ps commander, to occupy a
hill to the right, to guard that flank. This dutj', like all duty re-

quired of General Carlin, was performed promptly, and with his
usual good judgment he made the following dispositions when he
arrived near the enemy : The four regiments of his brigade were
formed in single line of battle, the Eighty-eighth Indiana on the
rig:ht of the road, the Ninety-fourth Ohio, Tenth Wisconsin, and
Nineteenth Illinois on the left.

As soon as his skirmishers were thrown out, the command moved
forward, Harrison moving on the road. Soon the skirmishers be-

came engaged, but the resistance was feeble. The rebels contin-

ued to fall back for about 2 miles, where they had constructed tem-
porary breast-works of rails, and here they determined on a vigorous
resistance.

Carlin ordered the Eighty-eighth Indiana to advance imder cover
of the woods toward the right and i*ear of the line of works, and
as soon as their movements were discovered the enemy saw he was
flanked, fired one volley, and ingloriously fled. The pursuit was con-
tinued to Tunnel Hill. The infantry was halted and Harrison at

the head of 25 of his men charged and drove about 500 cavalry
through town and to the hills beyond, from which the enemy opened
upon us with artillery. Not knowing the extent of the force in that
neighborhood, and it being near dark, and having one brigade only,
I deemed it advisable to push the pursuit no farther, but to fall back
to the main body near Catoosa.
February 24, the division agaia njoved to Tunnel Hill, Carlin in

advance, followed by King and Hambright. On arriving near Tmi-
nel Hill the enemy opened upon us with artillery. I had none to
reply, as, owing to the neglect of- Lieutenant Harris, commanding
the section of First Michigan Artillery,* his animals, being without
forage, had become so weak that I was compelled to leave the section

at Ringgold. As soon as the firing commenced I halted Carlin's bri-

gade, and sent Hambright and King to the left to take possession of

the heights to the right and left of the position held by the artillery.

While these preliminaries were being arranged the major-general
commanding corps arrived, who approved of mj dispositions and
sent a brigade of Davis' division to the left of King. The position

was easily taken, and the enemy was soon in fuU retreat, followed
by Davis' division, supported by King's brigade. Here I encamped
Carlin and Hambright for the night. February 25, constant skir-

mishing kept up all day between Davis and rebel skirmish lines,

and late in the evening I ordered Hambright and King to relieve

General Davis' line. Carlin was held in reserve.

*Batt<'rv A. I'iist MichiRun LikIi*^ A-ftiim-i-



Chap. XLXV.] I)EM0:!JSTKAT10N ON DALTOX, GA. 453

About 12 o'clock at night, the rebel pickets advanced, and there
was considerable firing, in which some men were killed and wounded.
Among the latter was Col. Geza Mihalotzy, the gallant colonel of the
Twenty-fourth Illinois. I regret to report that he has since died.

February 26, we remained holding our position, keejjing up con-
stant firing with our sharpshooters. At night I received an order to
fall back to Catoosa.
February 27, was ordered to march to and take post at Tyner's

Station, which place I reached same day.
The officers and men of my command discharged every duty faith-

fully, and to each and all my thanks are due.
Loss : Commissioned officer.? killed, 1 ; enlisted men killed, ;

total killed, 7 ; enlisted men wounded, 6 ; total wounded, 6 ; total

killed and wounded, 13.

I transmit lierewith the sub-reports.
If I fully understand the object of themovement it was eminently

successful. From prisoners captured I learned that several divis-

ions sent to operate against General Sherman were ordered back to

Dalton, and the rebel army under Johnston was in full force and
prepared for battle. Sherman was relieved and enabled to finish liis

undertaking satisfactorily.

Verj"- respectfully,

R. W. JOHNSON,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

Ma.i. D. W. Norton,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 18.

Report of Brig. Gen. William P. Carlin, U. S. Army, command-
ing First Brigade.

Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., 14th Army Corps,
Graysville, Ga., March 27, 1864.

Captain : In obedience to instructions from Brig. Gen. R. W.
Johnson, commanding the division, I have the honor to report the

part taken by the troops of this brigade "in -ihe offensive reconnais-

sance toward Dalton, Ga., from Chattanooga, in February last.

Leaving the latter place on the 22d of February, we marched to

Ringgold, Ga., and camped.
On the 23d, I moved through the gap to a point near Catoosa Sta-

tion, where I received verbal instructions from Major-General Pal-

mer to advance on the Dalton road and support Colonel Harrison's

mounted infantry (Thirty-ninth Indiana), and to go on to Tunnel
Hill and see what was there. About 2 miles beyojjd Catoosa Sta-

tion I met Colonel Harrison falling back before superior numbers of

rebel cavalry, under General Wheeler. Finding himself supported,

Harrison immediately resumed his former line in front of the enemy,
Avhere he had bpen skirmishing for some time. My command was
here deployed in line 5f battle and ordered to advance. The Eighty-
eighth Indiana (Colonel Briant), was on the right of the road; the
Ninety-fourth Ohio (Colonel Bassford), Tenth Wisconsin (Captain

Roby), and Nineteenth Illinois (Lieutenant-Colonel Raffen) on the
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left. We drove tlie enemy steadily for about 2 miles, where a bar-
ricade of rails was discovered about 400 yards in front, from wliich
a heavy volley was opened on my line. .To avoid the necessity
of advancing my men over an open field tinder so short a fire, I di-

rected Colonel Briant, Eighty-eighth Indiana, to move rapidly
through a skirt of timber on the right and seize a Mil to the right
and rear of the enemy, which would have cut oft the retreat of the
enemy on the main road, or would compel him to fall back from his

breast-works to prevent such a result. The movement of Colonel
Briant was discovered by the enemy, who immediately abandoned
his strong position and retreated toward Tunnel Hill, closely pursued
by us.

On arriving within 500 yards of the town, Colonel Harrison, with
only 25 men, charged on the enemy and put him to a most disgrace-
ful flight through the town of Tunnel Hill. This was the most
gallant and handsome exploit of cavalry I ever witnessed. Had it

occurred in the early days of the war it would liave immortalized
the gallant men engaged in it. Though no large force was dis-

covered at tunnel, the strength of the position, the fortifications,

and the certainty that there were some troops behind the works,
rendered it advisable not to make an attack with only four small
regiments—less than 1,000 men. The enemy opened a battery on us
as soon as we came in view. General Johnson, commanding division,
being present, directed me to return with my command to the main
force, and I accordingly encamped near Catoosa that night.
My loss in this affair was 2 men severely wounded in the Eighty-

eighth Indiana, and 1 (First Sergt. James Jackson), Company B,
Nineteenth Illinois, killed, and 1 private wounded in the Tenth
Wisconsin.
On the 24th, we advanced again to Tunnel Hill, where we remained

inactive till near night, when we crossed the hill and camped.
On the 25th, I advanced toward Buzzard Roost Gap, being a re-

serve all that day. In conformity with the plan of General John-
son, submitted to me, I occupied a position till all the forces in my
front had been withdrawn to the rear, and acted as rear guard to
Catoosa.
On the 26th, I marched to Tyner's Station and camped.
The Second Ohio Volunteer Infantry (Col. A. G. McCook) having

been detailed on the 23d to hold..tla^ ridge south of Ringgold Gap,
the Nineteenth Illinois was assigned to my command for the special
service of the advance on tunnel on the 23d.

It is with great pleasure I can heartily testifj"- to the gallant con-
duct of all the ofificers and enlisted men under my command, includ-
ing the Nineteenth Illinois Infantry and Thirty-ninth Indiana
Mounted Infantry. Capt. R. J. Waggener, assistant adjutant-gen-
eral, and Surg. B. F. Miller, acting brigade surgeon, both on ray
staff, merit my gratitude for their efficiency in their respective de-
partments.

"*

The following is a list of the killed and wounded :*

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
^ ^ W. P. CARLIN,

Brigadier-Oeneral, Commanding.
Capt. E. T. Wells,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

* Nominal list (omitted) shows \ killed and 3 wounded.



Chap. XLIV.] DEMONSTRATION ON DALTON, GA. 455

No. 19.

Report of Brig. Gen. Jefferson C. Davis, TJ. S. Army, commanding
Second Division.

Hdqrs. Second Division, Fourteenth Army Corps,
McAfee's Church, Ga., March' 22, 1864.

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of this division during the recent reconnaissance against
the enemy's position in the vicinity of Dalton, Ga.

:

Previous to the reception of orders preparatory to the commence-
ment of these movements, the brigades composing the division were
posted as follows : The First Brigade, commanded by Brig. Gen. J.

p. Morgan, occupied its position in the permanent camp of the divis-
ion at tliis place. The Second Brigade, commanded by Lieut. Col.
Carter Van Vleck, was posted at Tyner's Station, guarding the rail-

road to Knoxville. The Third Brigade, commanded by Col. Dan.
McCook, occupied a position at Chickamauga Station.
On the morning of the 2.3d February, in compliance with orders

received during the night from department headquarters, I concen-
trated the First and Third Brigades at Ringgold, and reported to
Major-General Palmer, commanding, during the afternoon. Later in
the evening, in compliance with instructions from department head-
(juarters, the Second Brigade was ordered to join the division, which
it promptly did during the night.
On the morning of the 24th, in compliance with instructions from

the general commanding, I ordered the Second Brigade to hold the
gap and approaches to Ringgold, and moved forward with Morgan
and McCook in support of General Johnson's division, in the advance
upon Tunnel Hill. On reaching Tunnel Hill, General Johnson found
the enemy occupying the ridge in rear of the town. A field battery,
which they had posted in a strong position on the road leading to
Dalton through Tunnel Hill, opened fire with considerable effect

upon the head of the column, and gave indications that our advance
would be strongly disputed at this point. After making a reconnais-
sance of the position, I asked and obtained permission from General
Johnson to move with Morgan's brigade and take possession of the
hill, some one-half to three-fourths of a mile north of the tunnel.
While executing this movement, the commanding-general appeared
upon the ground and gave it his approval?
Morgan's skirmishers soon took possession of the hill, and, wheel-

ing upon their right flank, drove the enemy's skirmishers down the
ridge in the direction of Buzzard Roost. This movement, by turn-
ing the enemy's position, together with the assistance of a section of
the Second Minnesota Battery, placed in position by Captain Hotch-
kiss, chief of artillery, for tinat purpose, caused the enemy to retire

in considerable haste. In this movement General King was ordered
by General Johnson to support me with his brigade should an emer-
gency arise requiring it. The execution of this movement threw
Morgan in the advance, with his skirmishers closely pressing the
retiring enemy.
The general

_
features of the pass through which the road at this

point runs indicated strong defensive positions for the enemy in ad-
vance of us, and I ordered General Morgan to push his skirmishers
well to the front, and to move forward his main lines in this manner
in pursuit. McCook, in compliance with orders, came promptly to the
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front and closed up well on Morgan, just in time to receive a share
of the enemy's artillery fire, which had hy tliis time checked the ad-
vance. The enemy's fire was exceedingly well directed, his shells

bursting with great accuracy near our lines while moving forward
to the different positions assigned them.
Accompanied by the brigade commanders I proceeded to the front

and ordered the skirmishers to push forward and take possession of a
range of mound-shaped hills which intervened betwfeen us and the
enemy's position, and through which the roads meander at Buzzard
Roost. Thgse hills were soon carried by our skirmishers, both on
the right and left of the road. The enemy's skirmishers yielded
with little resistance. From these hills the enemy's position was
easily reconnoitered, and from the fire of his artillery the position

of two strongly posted field batteries was plainly discovered.
The sun was now near setting, and an attempt to push our ad-

vance farther could not be done without bringing on a general
engagement, which the lateness of the hour and the nature of the
expedition, as understood by me, forbade. Making such disposition
of the troops as I thought would secure them from the enemy's bat-
teries and at the same time enable them to resist an attack, I ordered
the brigade commanders to put out strong pickets and to place the
troops in bivouac for the night.

Reporting to the general commanding the result of the day's oper-
ations, I received orders to hold my position, supported by Johnson's
division, while Baird's and Cruft's divisions, under the immediate
command of the general commanding, prosecuted the reconnaissance
on the east side of Rocky Face Ridge on the following morning. It

was thought this movement would turn the enemy's position at Buz-
zard Roost and enable our forces to unite south of Rocky Face
Ridge.
Brisk skirmishing commenced between the picket-lines early in

the morning and was kept up with considerable vigor during the
forenoon, notwithstanding the thick smoke and haze which ob-
scured the sight at very short range. The sound of Baird's and
Cruft's cannon announced their arrival on the opposite side -of the
ridge early in the forenoon and gradual approach to the enemy's
position in my front.

About 3 p. m. the increase of firing seemed to indicate what might
be a general engagement, and in order to be sure that my troops
were not being held at bay by the enemy's skirmishers only, while
his main forces had concentrated on Baird and Cruft, I determined
to throw forward strong lines of skirmishers and feel of his position.

Giving the necessary order to the brigade commanders, I took a
commanding position which enabled me to see the general move-
ments of the troops as well* as the s\ipposed position of the enemy.
A battery commanded by Captain Harris, of General Baird's di-

vision, had opened fire for some half an hour previous from an excel-

lent position in front of the enemy's rifle-pits, but had, after several
attempts, failed to elicit a reply. The heavy line of skirmishers
thrown forward by Morgan on the left andmcCook on the right

soon became warmly engaged, the enemy resisting their strong points
with great vigor. Under the immediate direction of the brigade

commanders the lines were pressed forward with great spirit until

the enemy's rifle-pits and batteries were being brought within range
of our musketry. The continued advance and well-directed fire of

the skirmishers, and the persistent manner in which a section from
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each of Hotchkiss' and Harris' batteries kept up their fire upon the
enemy's rifle-pits, at length brought a response both from his artil-

lery and infantry, disclosing his position completely. Three batter-
ies opened fire from different well-selected points and operated for
several rounds with great fierceness upon our artillery and skirmish
lines without, however, doing much execution except upon that part
of the line composed of the Tenth Michigan and Si?;tieth Illinois

Regiments. These regiments formed the attacking party on the
left, and became considerably exposed to an enfilading fire of artil-

lery, as well as a direct fire of infantry in front. They lost heavily,
but their fire told with charming effect upon the enemy, and caused
him a loss fully equal to their own. The gallant attack and excel-
lent manner in which they fell back under fire proved them worthy
of the title of "Veteran volunteers," which they had just assumed
by re-enlisting.

McCook's skirmishers on the right were better protected by the
hills and timber, and lost less heavily. They were well commanded

;

also their conduct was exceedingly complimentary to both officers

and men.
The remainder of the evening was spent in a well-matched contest

of sharpshooting by the skirmish lines until dark. The artillery

subsided into a similar contest, and was well maintained by our four
pieces against considerable odds.
Captain Harris, commanding one of General Baird's batteries, a

section of which was hotly engaged during the whole afternoon, was
severely wounded and carried from the field. He proved himself a
gallant officer and worthy commander. His officers and men, as did
those of the Second Minnesota Battery, manned their guns with
great coolness and promptness. I regret to report that some of their

ammunition was not of the best quality.

At dark two brigades of General Johnson's division relieved my
troops in the front hill, thus enabling them to get rest and refresh-

ments, which they had been almost entirely deprived of for thirty-

six hours.
The enemy's position, as disclosed by this demonstration, was a

very strong one, and completely commanded the gap. The force

immediately in our front proved to be three field batteries strongly

posted, supported by Stewart's division of infantry. The natural
advantage of the enemy's position at this point would render an
attempt to carry it exceedingly hazardous..,

Major-General Thomas, commanding the department, arrived at

my headquarters late in the evening, and the following morning (the

26th) visited with me the front lines.

About 9 a. ni. Colonel Boone, commanding a part of the cavalry

on our right, reported with his command from Nickajack Gap, with
information that Cleburne's division had driven our cavalry from
this place and taken possession of it. Colonel Boone was immedi-
ately ordered back in that direction to watch the enemy's movements,
and to report frequently during the day, which he 2hd. No advance
was discovered.
The troops occujjied the position at Buzzard Roost until night,

skirmishing occasionally throughout the day with the enemy's pick-

ets and sharpshoot^s. At dark, in compliance with orders from
General Palmer, I withdrew my entire command and marched to

Ringgold.
The following day (27th), in compliance with orders, I left the Sec-
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ond Brigade, now commanded by Col. J. G. Mitchell, to report to

General Baird, and marched with Morgan's and McCook's to our
camp at this place, arriving late in the evening.
On the 29th, Colonel Mitchell, being relieved from duty at Pea

Vine Creek, reported and went into camp with his command.
During these active operations my command, from brigade com-

manders down, gave additional proofs of their aeal 'and efficiency.

Wherever the foe was met in the several sharp skirmishes which
distinguished this reconnaissance the most enthusiastic and chival-

rous spirit was manifested. My loss in killed, wounded, and missing
is shown in the accompanying report.

The report of the brigade and such of the regimental command-
ers as have been received are herewith transmitted, and attention
asked to them for many details necessarily omitted in this.

Among the wounded and captured was Lieutenant-Colonel Dick-
erson, Tenth Michigan Regiment, a gallant and distinguished oflBcer.

His loss is deeply felt by his regiment, having long been its com-
mander.
Throughout the expedition the conduct of the different staff offi-

cers was characterized by promptness and zeal, yet I cannot close

without alluding to the conspicuous gallantry of Captain Wiseman,
assistant adjutant-general on General Morgan's staff, so often exhib-
ited in the performance of his duty at the front in the skirmish line.

The efficiency of my own staff, so often tested on many hard fought
fields, was, whenever occasion required it, promptly exhibited. To
them and to the brigade commanders and their staffs, one and all, I

would respectfully tender my grateful thanks for their co-operation
and assistance throughout the campaign.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JEF. C. DAVIS,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

[Maj. D. W. Norton,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.]

List of Casualties In Second Division, Fourteenth Army Corps.

Regiment.
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companies of the Sixtietli Illinois. Colonel Anderson commanding,
and eight companies of the Tenth Michigan, Lieutenant-Colonel
Dickerson commanding (two companies from each of these regiments
having been ordered the day before, under the command of Major
McDonald, Sixtieth Illinois, to McLemore's Cove to watch the move-
ments of the enemy, said to be marching in that direo|;ion), moved
out on the direct road to Ringgold, bivouacking for" the night on the
west side of the East Chickamauga.
At daylight of the 24th, moved out on the road to Tunnel Hill, on

the left of Colonel McCpok's brigade. Moving cautiously forward
to within IJ miles of that place, deployed in line of battle on the
right of the road, relieving a brigade of the First Division, Colonel
McCook forming on my left.

At 1..30 p. m. were ordered by General Davis in person to move to

the left and gain the ridge in rear of Tunnel Hill. This movement
was promptly and successfully executed. This gave my command
the advance, and after passing through the works and deserted camps
of the enemy, pushed forward into the valley, the Sixtieth Illinois

flanking to the left to the railroad, by direction of division commander.
Arriving at the former headquarters of the rebel General Cleburne,
the column was halted for a short rest. Skirmishers were again
thrown out and advanced toward Mill Creek (or Buzzard Roost) Gap.
Here the enemy were found strongly posted, and opened a brisk fire

of musketry and artillery. The sun now being down and men much
fatigued, after posting a strong guard, moved my command to the
left and bivouacked for the night in the valley to the north and west
of Rocky Face Ridge.

Before daylight on the morning of the 25th, took up a strong posi-

tion in the gap on the left of the railroad, Colonel McCook on my
right. The morning was very smoky, and it was late before any
attempt was made to feel of the enemy in front. At 9 a. m. skir-

mishers were deployed, and during the day were briskly engaged
and successfully driving the enemj'^ from point to point until 4 p. m.,

when, by order of the general commanding division, was directed

to make a strong demonstration, and, if possible, make the enemy
develop his line and strength. Moving my command forward to a
strong position on a spur of Rocky Face, I ordered Colonel Anderson
to move forward with six companies of his regiment, four deployed
as skirmishers and two in reserve, and push forward to a point in

front designated to him. This was promptly executed. No sooner

had this force entered the valley than a terrible fire of infantry and
artillery was opened upon them from right, left, and front. All

having been accomplished for which the movement was intended,

Captain Wiseman, my assistant adjutant-general, was ordered to

promptly recall them, but they had nobly gained the point to which
they were ordered. Captain 'Stinson, my provost-marshal, was at

the same time directed to order Lieiitenant-Colonel Dickerson to

move with his command briskly to the right tc^over the retreat of

the Sixtieth, when, to my astonishment, I was informed that the

Tenth Michigan had pushed forward with the Sixtieth. I also sent

for the One hundred and twenty-fifth Illinois, of Colonel McCook's
brigade, which I had placed in position in the morning by direction

of the division commander, and that regiment had been moved. My
command was promptly reformed and in position and well to the front.

My loss under this severe fire was heavy (a list of casualties here-

with' inclosed, marked A).



460 KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XLIV.

At sundown was. relieved by General King's brigade (regulars),

First Division, and took up a position to the left and rear of his line,

remaining there during the 36th (Major McDonald arriving during
the night with four companies) until after dark, when, by order of

division commander, marched to our camp of the 23d, west of the
East Chickamauga, arriving there at 3 a. m. on the 27th. At 2 p. m.
moved to brigade camp, near Rossville, in charge of corps train.

In closing this report I wish to bear willing testimony to the uni-

versal good conduct of officers and men during the reconnaissance.

The cool and gallant conduct of all under a severe and destructive

fire is worthy of all praise, and I also wish to mention that both
these regiments had re-enlisted as veterans and expected furloughs
for home the day they moved to the front.

Colonel Anderson and Lieuteilant-Colonel Evans, of the Sixtieth

Illinois, were active and prompt in the discharge of their respective

duties; also Lieutenant-Colonel Dickerson and Major Burnett, of

the Tenth Michigan ; and I can overlook the error of Lieutenant-
Colonel Dickerson of moving without orders from the motive that
caused it and in his gallant conduct while under fire, and regret his

being a prisoner.
The members of my staff, Captain Wiseman, assistant adjutant-

general ; Captain Richman, acting assistant inspector-general ; Cap-
tain Stinson, provost-marshal, and Lieutenant Coe, acting assistant

quartermaster, were all active in the discharge of their respective
duties. I recommend them all as meritorious and efficient officers.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
JAMES D. MORGAN,

Brigadier-General.
Capt. T. W. Morrison.

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Inclosure A.]

List of casualties referred to in report.

Regiment.
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The next morning an advance of the skirmish line was ordered.

Although the sun and haze were in favor of the enemy we steadily

pushed them all day, until we got within 75 yards of their barri-

cades, our skirmishers keeping three or four cannon from being
used lay the enemy. About the middle of the afternoon, in reply to
some of our artillery, the rebels opened a very heavy fire. Under
this the reserves of the Eighty-sixth and Eighty-fi/th 'Regiments
were moved up to the skirmish line. Our artillery was so admirably
served that it managed to kill one man at least, who belonged to the
Eighty-fifth Illinois (vide Colonel Dilworth's report). The skir-

mishers were forced so far front that they were subject to a rear,

flank, and front fire, yet they held their advanced position until

relieved by General Johnson's men after dark. I commend, their

gallantry, coolness, and tenacity, under such galling circumstances,
to mv superiors. Every man and officer did his duty.

Colonels Dilworth and Magee and Major Fahnestock are recom-
mended for bravery and judgment on the field. To the members of

my staff. Captains Anderson and Fellows, Lieutenants Rogers and
Batchelder, I am under many obligations for dash, promptness, and
daring.
My loss was 4 killed, 18 wounded, none missing.
Only six companies of the command fired a shot, and only sixteen

companies under musketry fire. The enemy was in heavy force in

our immediate front.

Inclosed please find the regimental reports'" of Colonels Dilworth
and Magee.

I am. very respectfully, your obedient servant,

DANIEL McCOOK,

Capt. T. W. Morrison,
Assistant Adjutant-Geiieral.

Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

No. 22.

Report of Lieut. Henry R. Flook, Acting Signal Officer, Third Di-
vision.

Hdqrs. Third Division,,14th Army Corps,
Ringgold, Ga., February 29, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to submit the following report of my
operations during the late reconnaissance made by the Fourteenth
Army Corps, under the command of Maj. Gen. J. M. Palmer :

At 10 a. m., February 23, I received a verbal order from Captain
Babcock, chief signal officer. Department of the Cumberland, to pro-

ceed to Ringgold, Ga., and report to Capt. C. R. Case for duty. Im-
mediatelyupon my arrival there I was placed on duty at headquarters
station, and during the night transmitted two VCTy important mes-
sages from Brigadier-General Whipple, chief of staff to Major-Gen-
eral Thomas, at Chattanooga.
On the morning of the 24th, we moved front and opened communi-

cation with the station on White Oak Mountain from a house on the
Tunnel Hill road, about 1 mile south of the Stone Church. A few

* Not found,
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messages of minor character were sent and received at this station,

and the line was working well. At noon we moved forward to Ter-
rill's farm, 1 mile this side of Tunnel Hill, and again opened with
Lieutenants Howgate and Taylor on White Oak Mountain. At this

station we remained until the following day, during which time
several important messages were received and transmitted.
During the p. m. of the 25th, we moved to the ridge sfiuth of Tun-

nel Hill, but owing to the dense fog and smoke failed to open com-
munication until the following morning.
In the evening of the 26th, I was ordered to the station on Terrill's

farm, and at dark again opened with station on White Oak Mount-
ain, but sent or received no official messages. The troops were now
retiring from Tunnel Hill, and I was ordered to Catoosa railroad
station, where I arrived at 10.50 p. m., and from there transmitted
one important message to Major-General Thomas.
The following morning I moved into Ringgold and established

station at General Baird's headquarters, at which place I opened
with Lieutenants Howgate and Taylor, and was directed to remain
here until further orders. During the time the reconnaissance was
being made we experienced very unfavorable weather for signaling,
and in consequence of the fog and smoke could only work, at inter-

vals, which fact the commanding general was aware of and made
due allowance.
General Baird, commanding division, now at this place, expresses

himself well pleased with the reports that have been sent to him
from the station of observation on White Oak Mountain.

I take pleasure in noticing Lieutenants Howgate and Taylor (the
only officers with whom I communicated), who, by their vigilance
and promptness in replying to calls, proved their ability and effi-

ciency as signal officers.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. R. FLOOK.

First Lieutenant, Acting Signal Officer.
Capt. C. R. Case,

Commanding Signal IJetachment.

No. 23.

Report of Brig. Gen. John B. Turchin, U. S. Army, commanding
First Brigade, Third Division.

Hdqks. First Brig., Third Div., 14th Army Corps,
Ringgold, Ga., March 1, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the 22d day of February,
1864, my brigade, consisting of the Eleventh, Eighty-ninth, and
Ninety-second Ohio, and Eighty-second Indiana Volunteer Infantry,
in all 1,180 men, marched from Chattanooga to Ringgold, Ga., and
encamped with the Second Brigade of our division.
On the 23d, we passed Ringgold and camped 3 miles beyond the

gap at the Rock [Stone] Church.
On the 34th, the division , moved to Terrill's house and camped

there.

On the 25th. at 3 a. m., the division moved across the country to
the left, and joined General Oruft's comnaand on the Cleveland and
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Dalton road. Forming on the right of General Craft's we advanced
along the valley east of Rocky Face Ridge, my brigade beingformed
in two lines, three regiments in one line and one in reserve, the Second
Brigade being on my left.

When the Eleventh Regiment Ohio Volunteers, moving in column
on the road, approached the point A, the enemy opened with two
pieces of artillery posted on the left of the grove C, Their range
was so accurate that the first shell wounded 5 of our men.
The Eleventh Ohio Volunteers deployed in the field, thevMnety-

second Ohio Volunteers in the thicket on the left, the Eighty-
second Indiana Volunteers formed in the woods behind and to the
right of the Eleventh Ohio Volunteers, and the Eighty-ninth Ohio
Volunteers was sent along the foot of the ridge across the ravine
toward the log house B. Besides the line of skirmishers on our
front (two companies from each of the two regiments) I sent two
companies from the Eleventh Ohio Volunteers and one company
from each of the other regiments, in all five companies, on the slope
and to the top of the ridge to protect our right from the enfilading
fire of the enemy's sharpshooters, posted on the slope of the ridge.
The ridge being very steep, a great many sharp and short spurs

from it formed abrupt ravines, steep hills, and sometimes isolated
knolls, filling the side of the valley at the foot of the ridge, and
forming when occupied by the enemy a series of impregnable po-
sitions.

After some skirmishing with the enemy occupying the knoll and
grove C, four pieces of Captain Simonson's (Indiana) battery, form-
ing on the right of the Eleventh Ohio Volunteers, shelled the grove
for a half hour, and the enemy ceased firing.

The Eighty-ninth Ohio Volunteers, occupying the knob in front
of the log-house, reported that the enemy were strong in their front.

Reports from the companies on the slope of the ridge corroborated
the report of the Eighty-ninth Ohio Volunteers, and Captain Lay-
man, of the Eleventh Ohio Volunteers, sent me information from
the top of the ridge that at least a division of the enemy was lying
on our front.

General Palmer wished me to charge and take possession of the
grove C. I reported to him that I had information from the differ-

ent regiments that the enemy was too strong on my front, and that
it would be dangerous to charge to the left while my flank was un-
protected. ^ ,
About noon General Baird directed my whole brigade to the right,

and it was formed with the Eleventh Ohio Volunteers at the foot of
the ridge, the Eighty-ninth Ohio and Eighty-second Indiana Volun-
teers, on the knoll D, called Sugar Loaf Point, and the Ninety-sec-
ond Ohio Volunteers at the log-house.
While at the log-house General Whipple, chief of staff of Depart-

ment of the Cumberland, urged me to charge the grove C, suppos-
ing that it was the key of the position, and that if taken it would open
the gap beyond Buzzard Roost where General IJISivis' column was
stopped by the enemy.
Before directing my command to charge the grove C, which was

to our left, I ordered the Eleventh Regiment Ohio Volunteers, sup-
ported by the Ninety-second Ohio Volunteers, to move to the front
to provoke the enemy and oblige him to show his force. The regi-

ment moved down the ravine and commenced to climb the opposite
hill, but the enemy in front and on the flank opened such a murder-.
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ous fire that the regiment was broken m the twinkling of an eye.

The enemy pursuing, several companies of the Ninety-second Ohio
Volunteers broke also, but Captain Grosvenor of that regiment,
with about 60 men. charged the scattering enemy and drove them
back to their position.

At the same time the enemy charged the Eighty-ninth Ohio and
Eighty-second Indiana Volunteers, posted on the knotl D, but were
repulsed and followed by our men down the slope into the ravine
and up the hill for some distance, when they, being re-enforced, cov-
ered our advancing men with volleys and drove them back. We re-

tained our position, but in ten minutes lost 86 men and Lieutenant-
Colonel Slocum, commanding Eighty-second Indiana Volunteers,
who was very dangerously wounded.
This attempt to advance showed clearly what danger was in store

not only for my brigade but the whole division. If I had moved to
the left and attacked the grove C the enemy woiild have taken me
in flank, thrown me on the Second Brigade in disorder, and attacked
the Second Brigade in flank also.

Two regiments of the Third Brigade were now moved to support
me on the right. After our short biit sharp fighting all was quiet
on our front until night, we not daring to advance and the enemy
quietly waiting.
According to the information from the officers posted on the ridge,

it appears that the enemy occupied in strong force the hills at the
foot of the ridge on my front and the groves on the ridge east of us
in General Cruft's front, posting some cavalry in the open valley
between these two outstretched fists as a bait for our advance, while
his main reserves were massed back in the open fields ready to sup-
port the right or left, or be hurled on the center. About a division,
posted in three lines, with a strong battery on their right, supported
by another line of infantry, was on our front, and in action only the
first line of rebel infantry participated.
We paid unfortunately for our succe.'js in discovering the "bear

in his den" by a loss of "9 killed and 78 wounded, among the latter
Lieut. Col. Paul E. Slocum.
Among the officers who distinguished themselves in our short but

severe encounter I must mention Capt. Edward Grosvenor, of the
Ninety-second Ohio Volunteers, who, while several companies of
that regiment broke, with 28 men of his own and 20 men of other
companies, rushed forward to the sBp^rt of the Eleventh Ohio Vol-
unteers, charged on the enemy scattering in pursuit of our men,
drove them back, and retained his position in the front during the
whole afternoon.

I especially commend him to the favorable consideration of the
general commanding the department, as an officer who showed his
bravery and coolness in the battles of Chickamauga and Mission
Ridge, leading his regiment in the " latter battle after Lieutenant-
Colonel Putnam was wounded, and now showyig his pluck again so
conspicuously and opportunely. I earnestly recommend him for
promotion.
Among the enlisted men the color bearers of the regiments be-

haved bravely. . They deserve great credit for their gallantry.
The small size of the regiments and brigades of our army mix up

our ideas about their capacities. Forgetting to ascertain the num-
ber of men, a brigade is assigned sometimes to a duty requiring a
division. This may lead often to very grave consequences.
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My l,)rigade in tliis figlit, excluding the nine companies that acted
as skirmishers, consisted of not more than 800 men, who fought on
tlie position—merely a common regiment.
An approximate sketch* of the position on our fi'oiit and right is

annexed. The reports of the regimental commanders, and a consol-
idated list of casualties, are inclosed.

I am, sir, very respectfully, your obedient servant.

J. B. TURCHIN,
Brigadier- General, Convmandiixj.

Maj. James A. Lowrie,
Assistant Adjidant- Oeneral.

Casualties of the First Brigarle. Third Division, Fourteenth Army Corps, Feb-
ntary 35, 1864.
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Tuesday. February 23, about 12 m.. moved across tlie creek and
halted until near night, then moved forward, passing through Ring-

gold, and over a narrow road through the gap between Taylor's and
White Oak Ridges, about 3 miles, and again bivouacked for the night

on the banks of the Chickamauga, near the Stone Church.
On Wednesday, February 24, about 10 a. m., moved across the

creek and took position on a ridge running north and south on the

left of our brigade, which was formed in line of battle in the valley.

In this position w^e remained until near night, when the regiment
was withdrawn, and rejoining the brigade moved out on the Ring-
gold and Dalton road and bivouacked for the night near Tunnel Hill.

Thursday morning, ITebruary 25, moved out about 3 a. m. , and
crossed to another road leading from Ringgold to Dalton, where we
found General Graft's division of the Fourth Corps. Shortly after

coming up with this force brisk skirmishing commenced on the road
in our front, and our brigade was withdrawn and marched over the

hill to our right, and together with the Third Brigade of our division

formed in line of battle in Stony [Rocky] Face Valley. In this order
we proceeded some distance, when the Eighty-second Regiment was
marched by the right flank to a road skirting a field, along which
Ave proceeded some distance, until fired upon by a battery, the second
shot from which wounded Capt. Marcellus Fee, of Company F, and
2 privates. The regiment then changed direction to the right,

and formed column by division, doubled on the center, under cover
of a low ridge, which partially shielded us from the fire of the
enemy's battery. We had not long lain in this position, however,
Avhen Ave Avere again ordered oiit, and deploying column moved by
the right flank up the ravine into the open field. A strong line of
skirmishers Avas then thrown out, and, supported by the Eighty-sec-
ond Indiana and Eighty-ninth Ohio Regiments, engaged the enemy,
forcing them off of the first ridge on our front, of Avhich we took
possession. It was then ordered that at a given signal Ave should
charge the next ridge in front of us, but information was now com-
municated by the officer commanding the skirmishers that the enemy
Avere in strong force in the ravine and on the hills. General Turchin,
upon being informed of this, sent orders to us to remain in our pres-
ent position until re-enforcements were brought to us. The Eleventh
Ohio Avas noAV sent up to support our right flank, and the Ninety-
second Ohio to be held in reserve. The Eleventh Ohio was then
ordered to advance, and soon b^cafne hotly engaged, when the
Eighty-ninth Ohio and Eighty-second Indiana, then under command
of Lieut. Col. Paul E. Slocum, were ordered forward. TheEleA'enth
Ohio being repulsed and closely followed by the enemy, our atten-
tion Avas drawn to the top of the ridge upon which we Avere lying.
When Ave reached the top the firing became general, and after
some minutes' sharp fighting the enemy Avere driven from the place
of the opposite ridge to its top, closely followed by the Eighty-sec-
ond Indiana and Eighty-ninth Ohio Regim^ts, encouraged by the
Eresence of General Turchin, who gallantly appeared and exposed
is life on horseback through the thickest of the fight. We passed

over the ridges, which were very steep, when we were met by a mur-
derous fire froHi a greatly superior force of the enemy and compelled
to retire again to the first ridge.

In this charge our loss in wounded was 22. among Avliom were 2

color bearers. Color-Sergt. John D. Wilson and Corjil. Edgar B.
Bishop, both of Company C. The colors were, however, safely bi'ought

oft' by Corpl. N. J. ArAvijie, of Company H.
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We had not long held the position when Lient. Col. Paul E. Slo-
cum, while gallantly passing to and fro along the line encouraging
his men, received a severe and dangerous wound in the left breast,
and was carried from the field. The command of the regiment then
devolved upon myself. The regiment was formed on the top of
the ridge, and some temporary works of logs thrown up and the
position maintained, notwithstanding we were constantly annoyed
by the enemy's sharpshooters throughout the remainder of the day,
until about 10 p. m. , when the entire brigade was quietly withdrawn
and marched back to our former camp at Stone Church, arriving
after daylight.
To Adjt. Alf. G. Hunter especially, and to the line officers of tho

regiment generally, who gallantly discharged their duties through-
out the day and sustained me in the trying and responsible situation
in which I was by force of circumstances so suddenly placed, I am
greatly indebted. Many cases of individual daring and heroism
among the enlisted men of the regiment were also exhibited, but
want of time and space will not here permit me to particularize them.

Friday, February 2i>, remained incamp at Stone Church until 11.30
a. m. , then marched to Tunnel Hill to sui")port Generals Johnson and
Davis wliile they Avere withdrawing their forces, where we remained
until about 10 o'clock at night. Then returned to our former camp
at Chickamauga Creek, where we rested until next day.

Saturday, February 27, about 11a. m., Ave again took up the line

of march for Ringgold, and passing through the town, pitched our
camp on a ridge bordering Chickamauga Creek, our present location.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. C. STINEBACK,
Captain, Commanding Regiment.

Capt. W. B. Curtis,
Ass istant Adjutant- General.

No. 25.

Report of Col. Willard A. Dickerman, One hundred and third Illi-

nois Infantry, commanding First Brigade, Detachment Fifteenth
Army Corps.

•* '•

Hdqrs. First Brig., Detachment 15th Army Corps,
In the Field, near Catoosa Station, February 37, 1864.

Major : In obedience to circular dated Lee's house, February 26,

1864, I have the honor to submit the following report of the part
taken by the First Brigade, Detachment Fifteenth Army Corps, in
the late reconnaissance near Buzzard Roost Gap, Ga.

:

The brigade was composed of the following-named regiments, viz :

One hundred and third Illinois Infantry Volunteei*, Asias Willison,

major, commanding ; N"inety-third Illinois Infantry Volunteers, N.
C. Buswell, lieutenant-colonel, commanding; Twelfth Indiana In-

fantry Volunteers, James Goodnow, lieutenant-colonel, command-
ing ; Thirty-second Missouri Infantry Volunteers, A. J. Seay, major,
commanding ; Ninety-seventh Indiana Infantry Volunteers, David
Shelby, captain, commanding ; Ninety-ninth Indiana Infantry Vol-
unteers, Josiah Farrar, captain, commanding; and moved from
Cleveland, East Tenn. , at 5 a. m. on the morning of the 33d instant.
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r Eed Clay, distance 13 miles, at which place it arrived and reported

Brigadier-General Cruft, commanding First Division, I'ourtli
for
to .,

Army Corps, at 31 a. m. of the same day, as per Special Orders,

No. —, from headquarters Detachment Fifteenth Army Corps.

At Red Clay this brigade formed the left of the line, with its right

resting on the railroad, while its left extended to the base of the hill

on the southeast, four regiments in position with two (Twelfth In-

diana Infantry Volunteers and Ninety-third Illinois Infantry Vol-

unteers) throv/ii forward one-half mile to the left and front as

pickets. At 3 p. ni. the march was resumed, with this brigade in

rear. When the command went into bivouac at 11 x>-
m- near Ca-

toosa Springs, this brigade had marched over ^5 miles. Here again
it took position on the left, picketing the gap and roads in i-ear.

February 24, 10 a. m. . in advance to Lee's house, on same road
traveled previoiis evening, distance 21 miles. Here the brigade
was ordered to take position with its right resting on the crest of a
hill fronting south, and ijicketing front and both flanks, in which
position the brigade remained until dark, when it went into bivouac
in column by wing right in front.

February 25, 4 a. m. , moA^ed southeast to a point some 3 miles dis-

tant from Buzzard Roost Gap. Here the brigade was put in posi-

tion as reserve, in rear of the center of the first line of battle. In
this position the brigade was formed in column by wing right in

front, with two regiments in the left wing. The Ninety-seventh
Indiana Infantry Volunteers, having been detailed to guard the bri

gade train, was left in rear. As the line advanced on Buzzard Roost
Gap the reserve was made to conform as near as possible to the
movements of the line, keeping its relative position in rear of the
center.

During the action I was called on for the following details : 9 a. m.

,

Ninety-ninth Indiana Infantry Vohinteers, Captain Farrar com-
manding, to supi^ort the line on the right, reported to Colonel Grose

;

11 a. m., Twelfth Indiana Infantry Volunteers, Lieut. Col. James
Goodnow commanding, same duty, reported to Colonel Grose. At
1 p. m. both of the above regiments had reported back, and were
placed in the reserve. Three p. m., One hundred and third Illinois

Infantry Volunteers, Maj. A. Willison commanding, and Ninety-
ninth Indiana Infantry Volunteers, Captain Farrar commanding,
were sent to the support of battery on the right. Six p. m., by order
of the general commanding, I mo*red. with TAvelfth Indiana Vohni-
teers and Thirty-second Missouri Volunteers across the valley to

our left to guard a gap, where it was thoiight the enemy might at-

tempt a flank movement, distance H miles. At 10 ]). m. I moved to

the position occupied on the evening of the 25th instant, south of

Lee's house, where the brigade went into bivouac at 2 a. m. of the
26th.

At 8.30 a. m., 36th, moved southeast li miles and took position on
both sides of the gap in the mountain, so as to guard the pass, with
pickets thrown well forward. At 4 p. m. Mie enemy's scouts ap-

peared, and were fired upon by the vedettes on the ridge in front.

At 10 p. m. the brigade was in motion for the Stone Church, near
Catoosa Station, where, owing to delays caused by the column in

advance, it diS not arrive until 2 a. m. of the 27th, at which time it

went into bivouac fronting to the rear.

February 27, at 1 p. m., the brigade was put in motion and took
its position iiitlie column, in rear of Colonel Grose's brigade ; marched
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6 miles, and bivouacked in an open field, 4 miles west of Red Clay.
February 38, at 7 a. m., the brigade was in motion for Cleveland,
where it arrived and was reported to Brigadier-General Matthies at
2 p. m., as per Special Orders, No. —, from headquarters First
Division, Fourth Army Corps.
The entire march was made without loss in any manner what-

ever.

In closing this report I desire to say that in the execution of your
varioiis orders I have had the most hearty co-operation from the
commanding officers of the regiments under my command, and both
officers and men are deserving the highest commendation for their
promptness and efficiency.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
W. A. DICKERMAN,

Colonel, Commanding.
Maj. William H. Sinclair,

Assi. Adjt. Gen., First Div., Fourth Army Corps.

No. 36.

Reports of Col. Eli Long, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, commanding Sec-
ond Brigade, Second Cavalrij Division.

Near Burnt Mill,
On Cleveland and Spring Place Road,

February 23, 1804—3.30 p. m.
General : Please find below a copy of dispatch received by me

yesterday (31st) evening at 4 p. m. :

Chattanooga, February 31, 1864.

Col. Eli Long :

Move out upon Spring Place road with 600 men and establish communication
with Cruft at Red Clay. Push on as fai- as possible in direction of Dalton, keeping
up communication with Cruft to observe movements of enemy, and prevent or give
timely warning of any attack of enemy to turn Cruft's left flank. Should the
enemy retire, send word to Cruft that he may advance from Red Clay.

W. D. WHIPPLE,
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral.

I left Calhoun at G a. m. this moi'ning with 600 cavalrymen, with
ten wagons with forage, and four ambulances. I hardly think they
could have known the location of the roads at department head-
quarters, for this is the nearest point on this (Cleveland and Spring-
Place) road to Red Clay, and it (Red Clay) is 10 or 13 miles from
liere. I shall encamp to-night at some mills nearly 3 miles from
liere on the Connesauga, where I shall remain until I liear some-
thing from you. If not inconsistent, please explain to me as clearly
as you can what is expected of my command. ^

Very respectfullv. your obedient servant,
ELI LONG,

Colonel, Comdg. Second Brig.. Second Cav. Div.

Brigadier-General Cruft,
Comdg. First Division, Fourth Army Corps, Red Clay.

P. S.—I have met or heard of nothing as vet.

E. L.



470 KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. IChap. XLIV.

At Cross-Roads of Benton and Dalton Road and
Varnell's Station and King's Lower Bridge Road,

G Miles Southeast of Varnell's Station
and 9i Miles from Dalton,

February 33, 1864—1.25 p. m.

Sir : At 11.30 this a. m. I attacked and drove out > of their camp
at least a regiment of rebel infantry, 3i miles this side of Dalton.

They had winter quarters (log-huts), and as they were completely
surprised they had not time to move any plunder out of their huts,

and from their appearance and the small amount of plunder in

them I believe they were preparing to leave. The cars were whist-
ling furiously while the skirmish was going on. I have not force

enough to cope single-handed with all of their cavalry, but I think
you may advance with safety if you can still keep your supports,
Palmer's troops, &c., within supporting distance. I believe they
are leaving the place, and they should not be allowed to do [so]

undisturbed. I shall be compelled to go somewhere to get some
forage. Please let me hear from you as fully, in detail, as you can.

I shall either wait here or move iip on the road to Varnell's Station
until I hear from you.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELI LONG,

Colonel, Commanding.

Maj. W. H. Sinclair,
AssisfantAdjutant-Oeneral.

I have 12 prisoners. Can't you send me the Fourth Michigan
Cavalry and Second Kentucky and Warner's company, when I may
be able to do something ?

ELI LONG.

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Second Cavalry Division,
VurneWs Sfafiun, February 24, ]8(i4—8 a. in.

Sir : I have just arrived here. Will push down the dirt road that
runs alongside of the railroad as far toward Dalton as practicable.

I believe there are some rebel ca'va]\"y on the main Cleveland and
Dalton road. I will be compelled to go back to the Connesauga or
somewhere else to-morrow unless I have better hick in foraging
to-day than I did yesterday. Please to forward a copy of this to
General Palmer. A brigade of infantry was encamped where we
had the skirmish yesterday. I have met nothing this morning. Let
me know your location by the bearer.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

^ ELI LONG,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Maj. W. H. Sinclair,
Assistant Adjidant- General.

P. S.—I have not received the dispatch sent to me at 2 p. m. yes-

terday, nor heard of the bearer.
E. L,
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Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second Cav. Div.,
On Road prom Dalton to Varnell's Station,

Just East of Tunnel Mountain,
February 24, 1864—3 p. m.

Sir : I have just driven in with one squadron the infantry pickets
on the dirt and rail roads 3 miles from' Dalton, and am now in line
with pickets skirmishing in front. Their cavalry ran into their
infantry supports, which they seem to have on all of the roads. I
am now 5 miles from Dalton, and do not think it in'udent to go any
farther until I hear further from you and the result of your recon-
naissance.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELI LONG,

Colonel, Comdg. Second Brig. , Second Cav. Div.

Maj. W. H. Sinclair,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

P. S.—I send with the bearer one company to remain on picket at
Varnell's Station to watch the Cleveland and Dalton road that goes
down on the other side of railroad.

E. L.

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Second Cavalry Division,
Henderson's House, 5 Miles from Dalton, on Railroad,

FebrvMry 34, 18C4—0.30 p. m.

Sir : I have just returned from another reconnaissance toward
Dalton. Ran into a large infantry cantonment 3 miles or less from
Dalton, and ran out again. I had several men wounded. Who is

intended to command. Colonel Grose or myself ? Please give some
directions about it. I don't think they have all left Dalton as much
as I did.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELI LONG,

Colonel, Comdg. Second Brigade, Second Division.

Maj. W. H. Sinclair,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

February 25, 1864—13.15 p. m.

I have my command near a gap road which runs through the

ridge on your left, with pickets down the railroad some quarter of

a mile. Nothing can come through the gap without my knowing,
and I think this is the only road between here and Dalton througli

which a force can get on yoiir flank or rear, and as my ammunition
is nearly exhausted I will remain here until further orders.

Respectfully, ^
ELI LONG,

Colonel, Comrnuiidiiig Cav(dry.
General Crupt.

February 35, 1804—4. 15 o'clock.

General : The fire has just driven me oitt of the woods on the
ridge that I Avas occupying. I still have a picket on the. road in the
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gap, liowever. A few minutes since about 40 infantry skirmishers

moved up on our right, advancing toward your lines. The rebel

lines, I think, extend farther east than yours. At any rate, they

came to the foot of the ridge I have been occupying, and I think

there may be some danger of their lapping you on your left

unless your lines extend completely across the valley in which your
left rested this morning. Please let me know for "my guidance
where your left now is. Cannot your quartermaster send me some
forage ? Your commissary would not deliver me any rations on
Captain Kniffin's order, which please find inclosed with note of

commissary.
Respectfully,

ELI LONG,
Colonel, Coindg. Second Brig., Second Car. Div.

Brigadier-General Ceuft,
Commanding Division.

P. S.—Tlie rebel cavalry pickets are in sight in our front.

Please indorse Captain KnifSn's order, so that I can get the ra-

tions.

E. L.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second Div. Cavalry,
Near Lee's House, Ga., February 37, 1864.

General : I have the honor to submit the following report

:

In compliance with orders received February 21, 1864, from head-
quarters Deimrlnient of the Cumberland, I left Calhoun, Tenn.,
Monday, February 22, 1864, in command of 600 men (350 mounted
infantry and 250 cavalry), and marched out on the Spring Place
road. Monday evening I encamped near the house of Mr. Water-
house, on Connesauga River, about 30 miles south of Calhoun. I met
no enemy during the day.

I left my encampment near Waterhouse's Tuesday morning, Feb-
ruary 23, at 7 a. m. (having communicated with General Cruft at
Red Clay the night before), and marched toward Dalton. My ad-
vance guard drove in the enemy's vedettes when within 4 miles of
Dalton. I immediately pushed on my column rapidly and attacked
a regiment of rebel infantry, which \<'^s encamped within 3 miles of
Dalton, driving them from their camp and captiiring 12 prisoners
belonging to a Mississippi regiment. The enemy then formed, and
I withdrew my command to Russell's Mill, distance of 4 miles east
of Varnell's Station, and encamped for the night. There I received
a communication from Major-General Palmer requesting me to ad-
vance in the morning, February 24, in the direction of Dalton via
Varnell's Station.

I left my encampment at Russell's Mill atyO a. m., February 24,

and reached Varnell's about 7, where I halted until about 10 a. in.,

in the mean time sending small forces on the different roads leading
from Varnell's. They met no enemy, and I pushed on toward Dal-
ton, marching-on a road running parallel to the Cleveland and Dal-
ton railroad. When within 5 miles of Dalton I met with the
enemy's pickets. My advance squadron drove them to within .'5

miles'of Dalton. I tben fell back 2 miles, and drew my command
up in line on a ridge 1 mile west of the railroad awaiting movemejits
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of the enemy. I remained in my position, when 1 was joined by
Colonel Grose, commanding a brigade of the First Division, Fourth
Army Corps. Soon after the arrival of Colonel Grose, I dismounted
my command and advanced in line against the enemy, driving their
skirmishers about a mile in the direction of their camp, but there I
was compelled to fall back, being attacked by a brigade of rebel
infantry, who were firing at my men from behind log-huts. I fell

back to the line of Colonel Grose, and soon afterward (as it was
nearly dark) retired about 2 miles to the rear, where I encamped for
tlie night.
The next morning, February 25, I took a i)osition on the left of

our infantry lines and advanced as they did. I moved up about
half a mile, when my men became engaged with tlie enemy. I was
then joined by 100 men of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, who had
been ordered to report to me by Brigadier-General Cruft. I pressed
on against the enemy until I had gotten a short distance in advance
of the left of our infantry lines. I then halted, and remained in my
position during the remainder of the day. At dark I retired about
a mile to the rear where I remained until 11 o'clock p. m., when I

moved my command back on the Dalton and Varnell's Station road,
about 3 miles from the place where we fought during the day.
On the morning of the 26th, I moved to Lee's house, where our

infantry was encamped, and remained there iintil about 1 p. m. , at
which time owv pickets were fired upon by the enemy's cavalry,
when I marched out and drove the rebels off. I followed them about
2i miles in the direction of Tunnel Hill, when I returned to my
camp of the morning.
My horses had had very little forage, not being able to draw any

and there being very little in the country. I could not have pur-
sued the rebel cavalry vigorously if the country had admitted of it,

which it did not.

During the night our infantry fell back to a })lace near Catoosa
Platform, and I am now near my camp of yesterday.

The following is the list* of casualties in my command since Feb-
ruary 22.

I had no means of ascertaining the injury done the enemy, but it

was reported that 8 bodies were left on the field. I took 2.'i prisoners.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
ELI LONG,

Colonel, Comclg. Second Srig., Second Div., Cav.

Brigadier-General Whipple,
Asfi ista 71 f Adjutant-Genend.

Hdqrs. Second Brig., Second Div. Cav.,
Bed Hill Valley, 13 Milesfrom Cleoeland, Ten^., Feb. 27, 1864.

Sir : After I had left the vicinity of General Cruft's division and
come about 20 miles therefrom, he being at Catoosa Platform, a
sergeant of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry brought me word that

General Cruft was Joeing attacked by rebel cavalry, but as General
Cruft expressed no desire for me to return I did not go back, it

* Nominal list (omittpcl) slioivs 1 officer and 1 man killed, 19 men wo\mded, and
2 men missing-.
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being nearly night when I received the word by the sergeant, and
my horses had no forage to-day.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

ELI LONG,
Colonel, Comdg. Second Brig. , Second Div. , Cav.

Brig. Gen. William D. Whipple,
Chief of Staff, Army of the Cumberland, Clevdand, Tenn.

No. 27.

Report of Capt. William W. Tan Antwerp, Fourth Michigan
Cavalry.

Headquarters Fourth Michigan Cavalry,
Ooltewah, Tenn., February 29, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that, in obedience to orders from
Colonel Enyart, commanding First Brigade, I reported at 12 m. on
the 22d instant, with 100 men of the Fourth Michigan Cavalry, to
Brig. Gen. Charles Cruft, commanding First Division, Fourth Army
Corps.
By his order reconnoitered the Dalton road 5 miles. Saw the

pickets of the enemy, who kept out of my way. Returned to Red
Clay and encamped for the night.
On the morning of the 23d, I sent out 50 men, under command of

First Lieut. C. T. Hudson, to reconnoiter the Dalton road. He
proceeded 5^ miles when he encountered the enemy, but in such
force that he deemed it imprudent to engage him, and returned to
camp.
In compliance with orders from the general commanding, I then

proceeded with my command, on an obscure and circuitous road, to
the Stone Church, near Ringgold, withoiit meeting the enemy.
On the morning of the 34th, I proceeded in advance of the division

to Dr. Lee's house, and moved from thence 1 mile out on the Tunnel
Hill road, which I picketed until the arrival of the division, when I

was ordered to report to Colonel Champion with 50 men, and send
an ofi&cer with the remaining 50 to report to Colonel Grose. Lieu-
tenant Hudson was placed in commaiid» with my command deployed
as skirmishers. I proceeded in advance of Colonel Champion's bri-
gade toward Tunnel Hill, and when within 1 mile of that place
came to General Davis' division and halted until nearly sundown,
when I moved back in rear of brigade to Dr. Lee's house.
At 3 a. m. on the 25th, as per orders from the general command-

ing, I moved out in advance of brigade on the Dalton road to Big
Spring, arriving at that point just before daylight. After a brief
halt I proceeded out 2 miles toward Dalton, wl^iere Colonel Kilgour's
regiment was picketing the front. I was here joined by Lieutenant
Hudson with the men under his command, and a few minutes after-

ward was ordered to reconnoiter the Dalton road. About 1^ miles
out encountered strong pickets of the enemy. I then fell back half
a mile, and picketed the road until 9 a. m., when I was ordered to

report to Colonel Long, commanding a brigade of cavalry. I joined
Colonel Long at 10 a. m. He was moving upon the enemy in line
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of battle ; by bis order I formed my command on the left of his line,

covering the Dalton rail and dirt roads. In this position we moved
about 1 mile, driving the enemy before us, during which time 4 of
my men were wounded and 7 horses shot, 4 of them killed instantly,
and 3 so badly wounded that I was obliged to abandon them. I
picketed the Dalton rail and dirt roads until sundown, when I was
ordered to fall back and join the brigade. At 10 p. m., by order of
Colonel Long, I reported to General Cruft, and by his order moved
out in rear of the division to Dr. Lee's house.
About 10 a. m. on the morning of the 36th, I was ordered to recon-

noiter the Dalton road from Dr. Lee's house. When 4 miles out I

encountered the enemy's pickets, and drove them about 1^ miles.
At this time I heard considerable firing in my rear, and fearful of
being cut oif, I immediately fell back, but had only proceeded about
2 miles when my advance was fired upon. Ascertaining that the
enemy was in considerable force, and that it was impossible to get
back by that road, I turned to the right, going between two ridges,
with the horses upon the gallop for about 3 miles, when I suddenly
turned to the left through a thicket and kept in a northeast direc-
tion, passing over three ridges and coming into the Varnell's Station
road about 1^ miles fiom Dr. Lee's hoiise, losing 2 men whom I had
sent to the rear, 1 of them having been taken suddenly and severely
ill and the other one's horse having become disabled. At sundown
moved to Stone Church in advance of division.

Between 12 and 1 o'clock on the 27th, I was ordered by Major Sin-

clair to go out on the Tunnel Hill road, and if none of our forces

were there to picket the road until the division had passed. When
out about 1,000 yai'ds I very suddenly and unexpectedly met the
cavalry skirmishers of the enemy. I succeeded in checking them
until I notified Major Sinclair and the commander of the infantry,

Avhich was passing, of their approach. I then fell back across the
creek, Avhere I deployed a portion of my command and remained
imtil the column of General Cruft's forces had passed. Lieutenant
Hudson's horse was shot in this skirmish while deploying skir-

mishers in rear as I moved back with the command. Just before

leaving the Stone Church, I sent 19 men with a message to Colonel
Long at Dr. Lee's house. With the remainder of my command as

rear guard to the division, I marched to the Alabama road, C miles

from Ooltewah.
On the morning of the 28th, by orde*' o£ the general commanding,

1 proceeded to camp at Ooltewah, where I arrived at 10 a. m., and
tlie 19 men whom I had sent to Colonel Long arrived at 3 p. m.
The following are the names of the wounded : Sergt. David Dona-

hoe, Company D, head severely ; Private John S. Caine, Company
D, leg severely ; Private William Sterling, Company B, slightly

;

Private George Rose, Company C, slightly.

I cannot speak in too high terms of Lieutenant Hudson, the only
officer who accompanied me. His coolness, daring, and bravery are

unsurpassed, and on the several occasions spol^n of above these

soldierly qualities were all advantageously brought into requisition.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. W. VAN ANTWERP,

Captain'Comdg. Detachment Fourth Michigan Cavalry.

Maj. W. H. Sinclair,
Assisiu nt Adjutant-General.
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No. 38.

Reports of General Joseph E. Johnston, C. S. Army, commanding
Army of Tennessee.

Dalton, February 25, 18G4.

We have been skirmisliing most of tlie day in the "gaj) through
wliich the i-ailroad passes, 3| miles from Dalton, and in the valley

east of the same mountain, easily holding our ground in the gap
and driving back the enemy in the valley. His forces and plani^

not developed.
J. E. JOHNSTON,

General.

His Excellency the President.

Dalton, February 37, 1864.

The enemy retired during the night. Seems to have converted his

movement into a reconnaissance. It is reported that Colonel Tyler
has been promoted vice Bate. It will be long before he can return
to duty.

J. E. JOHNSTON.
General Bragg,

Richmond.

•ViNEVILLE, Ga.,
October 20, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of the opera-
tions of th*e Army of Tennessee while it was under my command.
Want of the reports of the lieutenant-generals, for which 1 have
waited until now, prevents me from being circumstantial

:

In obedience to the orders of the President, received by tfslegraph
at Clinton, Miss., December 18, 1863, I assumed command of the
Army of Tennessee, at Dalton, on the 37th of that month. Letters
from the President and Secretary of War, dated, respectively, De-
cember 23 and 30, impressed upon me the importance of soon com-
mencing active operations against the enemy. The relative forces,
including the moral effect of the affair of Missionary Ridge, condi-
tion of the artillery horses and most of those of the cavalry, and
want of field transpoi-tation, made **it "impracticable to effect the
wishes of the Executive.
On December ?>\, the effective total of the infantry and artillery of

the army, including two brigades belonging to the Department of
Mississippi, was 36,826. The effective total of the cavali'y, including
Roddey's command at Tuscumbia, was 5,613. The Federal force in
our front, exclusive of cavalry, and the Ninth and Twenty-third
Corps at Knoxville, was estimated at 80,000.

The winter was mainly employed in improvii^ the discipline and
equipment of the army and bringing back absentees to the ranks.
At the end of April more than 5,000 had rejoined their regiments.
The horses of the cavalry and artillery had been much reduced in

condition by the previous campaign. As full supplies of forage
could not be furnished them at Dalton, it was necessary to send about
half of each of these arms of service far to the rear, -where the coun-
try could furnish food. On that account Brigadier-General Roddey
was ordered with alxiut three-fourths of his troops from Tuscumbia
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to Daltou, aiul arrived at the end of February. On April 2, how-
ever, he was sent back to his former position by the Secretary of
War.
On January 15 and 10, Baldwin's and Quarles' brigades returned to

tlie Department of Mississippi and East Louisiana, to which they
belonged. His Excellency Joseph E. Brown added to the army tw( >

regiments of State troops, which were used to guard the railroad
bi'idges between Dalton and Atlanta.

()n February 17, the President ordered me by telegraph to detach
Lieutenant-General Hardee with the infantry of his corps, except
Stevenson's division, to aid Lieutenant-General Polk against Sher-
man in Mississippi. This order was obeyed as promptly as our
means of transportation permitted. The force detached was proba-
l)]y exaggerated to Major-General Thomas, for on the 33d the Fed-
eral Army advanced to Ringgold, on the 24th drove in our outposts,
and on the 2-5tli skirmished at Mill Creek Gap and in Crow's Valley,
(^ast of Rocky Face Mountain. We were successful at both places.

At the latter Clayton's brigade, after a sharp action of half an hour,
defeated double its number. At night it was reported that a U.
S. brigade was occupying Dug Gap, from which it had driven
our troops. Granbury's Texas brigade, returning from Mississippi,
had just arrived. It was ordered to march to the foot of the mount-
ain immediately, and to retake the gap at sunrise next morning,
which was done. In the night of the 26th the enemy retired. *

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. E. JOHNSTON,
General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector General.

No. 29.

Report of Maj. Gen. Alexander P. Steivart, C. S. Army, command-
ing division, HindmoM^s Corps.

Headquarters Stewart's Division,
Hindman's Corps, Army of Tennessee,

February 28, 1864.

Sir : In compliance with orders froni c^rps headquarters of this
date, I hasten to render a report of the operations of the past week,
though the time allowed me does not permit me to await the reports
of brigade commanders.
During the afternoon of Monday, 22d instant, the first intelligence

of the approach of the enemy was received. Stovall's being the ad-
vanced brigade of my division, was directed to be in readiness to
move at a moment's notice.

Tuesday afternoon, 23d instant, the trains were ordered to the rear,
and I received an order from the major-general cdtamanding corps,
of which the follovi^ing is a copy :

Headquaktees Hindman's Corps,
February 23, 1864—1.30 p. ni.

Major-General Stewarx;
General: General Hindinan directs that you immediately move to tlie front

with your command and occupy the line indicated, observing the modifications as

* Portion of report here omitted will appear in connection with the Atlanta cam-
paign, Vol. XXXVIII, Part II.
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suggested hv you on yesterday. It is expected that yours and Breckinridge's

divisions shall hold the gap. Williams' battalion of artillery will be ordered to

your support.
Respectfully,^ -^

J. P. WILSON,
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral.

Brigadier-General Lewis, commanding Breckinridge's division,

reported to me, as did also Major Williams, commanding battalion

of artillery. The right of the jjosition—the gap in Rocky Face
Ridge, through which pass the Western and Atlantic Railroad and
the dirt road leading from Dalton to Tunnel Hill and La Fayette—was
held by Stovall's, Gibson's, and Moore's brigades (the latter under
Colonel Higley), of my division, and by Darden's and Jeffress' bat-

teries. The left was occupied by the three brigades of Breckin-
ridge's division and Kolb's battery, Finley's brigade occupying,
with the battery, the advance ridge. Clayton's brigade, of my
division, not being needed to fill the line, was placed in reserve in

rear of the position, his outpost up the valley to our right being
maintained.
In the course of the day (Wednesday, ^-Ith). the cavalry in front

fell back to tlie rear of the line we occupied and the enemy appeared
in our front. Late in the afternoon the enemy were reported ad-

vancing down the valley on our right. Clayton's brigade was or-

dered to meet them, which they did, repulsing the enemy in iiand-

some style.

About 4 p. m. on Thursday (25th), two regiments of the enemy
(the Tenth Michigan and Sixtieth Illinois) advanced opposite Sto-

vall's brigade. The line of skirmishers fell back until the enemy
came within easy range, when the artillery on the ridge occupied
by my division opened on them, and Colonel Henderson, of Forty-
second Georgia, Stovall's brigade, advanced his line, driving back
the enemy's line in great confusion, killing and wounding a number
of them and capturing Lie^^tenant-Colonel Dickerson, of Tenth
Michigan, and 14 men. About the same time a second advance
down the valley toward Clayton's camp took place, which was gal-
lantly met and repulsed by Clayton's brigade.
During Friday (26th) nothing occurred beyond occasional firing

between the lines of skirmishers. During Friday night the enemy
retired, and on Saturday (27th), in obedience to orders from Major-
General Hindman, my division wag a4vanced, following the cavalry
under General Wheeler to the vicinity of Tuimel Hill, when, find-

ing the enemy had retired to Ringgold, we were ordered to return.
Total loss reported :

Command.
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No. 30.

Report of Brig. Gen. Henry D. Clayton, C. S. Army, commanding
brigade.

Clayton's Brigade,
On the Field, February 25, 186-1—7.30 p. m.

Major : Herewith I submit report of casualties in this brigade in
the engagement of yesterday and to-day. It will be seen that there
have been killed 6 men ; mortally and dangerously wounded, 2
officers and 2 men ; slightly, 22. Total, 55.*

On yesterday evening [at] 5 o'clock, I received orders to march my
brigade up Crow's Valley and meet the enemy. On reachingmy former
camp with the head of the brigade, I found a line of battle advancing
about 300 yards distant with skirmishers in front. Captain Greene,
of the Eighteenth Alabama, who had been on picket with two com-
panies, was fighting gallantly. Bringing the brigade into line in all

haste, I immediately moved forward. The enemy moved rapidly,
as if endeavoring to gain the cabins, and nearly succeeded in doing so.

They waited only to receive a few volleys before giving way in great
confusion. I continued the pursuit about a half mile. The enemy
fired 6 shots from artillery. By request, Major-General Stewart
promptly sent me two pieces of artillery, but the enemy retired under
cover of hills and I did not use them, but moved my infantry for-
ward again and recovered my present advantageous position.
At 4 o'clock this evening, the enemy moved a line something longer

than my own upon my front. Having driven them back, another
line of about the same length immediately renewed the attack and
were likewise repulsed.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
H. D. CLAYTON,

Brigadier- General.

Major Reeve, A. A. G., Stevenson's Command.

Return of Casualties in Clayton's brigade at Rocky Face Mountain, February 24
and 25, 1864.

[From nominal list.]

Regiments.
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Advanced a line of skirmishers, under command of Captain Mitchell,

of the Forty-second Georgia, 400 yards in front of the line, and
ordered 100 men, under command of Captain Clark, to the top of

Rocky Face Mountain.
All remained quiet until 5 o'clock on the evening of the 24th, when

light skirmishing commenced between our pickets and the advance
line of the enemy, continuing for a short time, after which all re-

mained quiet iintil 8 o'clock on the morning of the 25th, when skir-

mishing commenced again and continued at intervals through the
morning.
At 9 o'clock ordered the Forty-second Georgia Infantry, Col. R. J.

Henderson commanding, to the top of Rocky Face Mountain. At 4
o'clock our skirmishers were vigorously attacked by two regiments
of the enemy and were driven 100 yards to the rear, about which
time a heavy artillery fire was opened upon the enemy, under cover
of which Colonel Henderson advanced to the support of the picket,

charged and drove the enemy from their position, losing 1 officer and
1 man killed and 8 wounded, the enemy leaving 30 men dead on the
field and 1 lieutenant-colonel and 14 men prisoners in our hands, after

which firing ceased. All remained quiet during this action in front.

Colonel Curtiss, of the Forty-first Georgia Infantry, while in the dis-

charge of his duty was struck by a minie-ball and severely wounded.
On the 26th, all remained quiet, the enemy showing no disposition

to advance.
On the 27th, about 6 a. m., our skirmishers advanced under com-

mand of Major Austin, but found the enemy had retreated during
the night. About 12 o'clock moved forward from our position to
Tunnel Hill and remained thereuntil 3 p. m., when I received orders
and returned to my former position in line of battle on the ridge oc-
cupied in the morning.
On the morning of the 28th, returned to camp in rear of Major-

General Stewart's headquarters.
Respectfully submitted.

M. A. STOVALL,
Brigadie r-Gen eral.

Maj. J. C. Thompson,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

I have not sufficient time to make a report, but suppose this mem-
orandum will be sufficient for General S[tewart] to make his. F)-om
burying 30 and finding others afterwlird we supposed the loss of the
enemy in killed in front of our works was between 40 and 50. Tlie
wounded were, except in one or two cases, carried off by the enemy,
and the number can only be guessed at.

M. A. S.

No. 32.

Report of Col. John H. Higley, Fortieth Bahama Infantry, com-
manding Moore's brigade.

Headquarters Moore's Brigade,
February 28, 1804.

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
part taken by this brigade in the recent operations :

The brigade was formed in line of battle on the evening of the
23d instant, the left resting on the railroad and the line extending
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along the ridge northwardly and connecting with General Gibson's
brigade on the right. The brigade consisted of three regiments (the
Thirty-seventh. Fortieth, and Forty-second Alabama Volunteers),
having in line 63 officers and 970 men.
On the evening of the 34th instant, the enemy appeared in our

front and there was some picket skirmishing, but no loss on our side.

On the 25th instant, several pieces of artillery opened on our line,

but only 1 man wounded by it. Our pickets, however, were engaged
and 3 men wounded.
During the afternoon the enemy made an advance to the right of

our line and in front of General Stovall's brigade. General Gibson's
brigade having been withdrawn from the line and placed in reserve.

They were repulsed with considerable loss, the artillery on our line

and our sharpshooters doing effective service.

On the 27tn instant, there was little or nothing done on our line.

Early in the morning the enemy formed a line to our left and to the
right of Breckinridge's division, and there were some movements
back and forth of cavalry, but no advance on their part.

In the afternoon the brigade was ordered to the front with the
other brigades of the division and then returned with them at night,
and this morning we returned to our old camp.
The total loss is 3 men wounded and 1 man killed.

I have no means of estimating the losses of the enemy in our front.

Our skirmishers reported that they buried 2 men on the night of the
26th instant, and several more were seen in our advance of yesterday.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. H. HIGLEY,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Maj. J. C. Thompson, Asst. Adjt. Gen.

No. 33.

Report of Brig. Gen. Mark P. Lowrey, C. S. Army, commanding
brigade.

February 25, 1864—4.30 p. m.

Dear Sir : Major Dunklin, an excellent and reliable officer, who is

in command of three companies of sharpshooters on the hill to my
left, reports as follows :

" '*

The enemy have two lines of battle in the field in front of our position fortified

with logs and rails, but are not moving
;
perfectly inactive. They also have a line

of skirmishers ninning across the point of this peak and immediately in our front,

in easy range of my line, but are concealed behind the cliffs of rocks.

JAS. H. DUNKLIN,
Major Thirty-third Alabama Regiment.

The captain commanding my skirmish line in front thinks he saw
squads of Yankees and something that looked like q^ battery moving
to the right on a road about a mue in our front.*

Very respectfully,

M. P. LOWEEY,
Brigadier- General.

General Hindman.*

* Nominal list of casualties in Lowrey's brigade on the 26th instant shows 3

men of Hawkins' battalion wounded.
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No. 34.

Report of Brig. Gen. Alfred Cumming, C. S. Army, commanding
brigade.

Headquarters Cumming's Brigade,
Februhry 28, 1864.

Major : I have the honor to report that on the morning of Thurs-
day, the 2oth instant, I was ordered to take position with my brigade
up Crow's Valley, relieving Brigadier-General Clayton's command.
After the line of battle had been taken and while I was engaged in

relieving Clayton's skirmishers, which were posted about two-thirds
of a mile in front of the line, the enemy advanced a strong line of

skirmishers, supported apparently by two brigades. My skirmish-
ers, by my order, fell back to a ridge several hundred yards nearer
to my line, where (it being indicated to them that they would main-
tain their position) they briskly engaged the enemy's skirmishers
and held them in check during the whole day. Froni tliis position
the line of my skirmishers several times made partial advances,
which always occasioned a corresponding withdrawal on the part of

the enemy. The skirmishing was kept up in a lively manner till

dusk. During the greater part of the day the left of ]uy line (Thirty-
fourth Georgia) was exposed to quite a brisk fire of shells. During
the night the enemy withdrew. Early in the morning the skirmish-
ers were thrown forward to the original position, and several scouts
of infantry still farther advanced, by which 6 prisoners were taken.
All behaved well, and were eager for a fight.

The list of casualties in my brigade is herewith inclosed.*

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. CUMMING,
Brigadier- General.

Maj. J. J. Eeeve,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 35.

Report of Brig. Gen. Edmund W.^ Pettus, C. S. Army, commanding
brigade.

Headquarters Pettus' Brigade,
February 25, 1864.

Major : I give you a list of casualties in my brigade to-day

:

Twenty-third Alabama Regiment, 7 men Avounded, 1 mortally ; Thir-
tieth Alabama Regiment, 1 man wounded ; Thirty-first Alabama
Regiment, 2 men wounded ; Forty-sixth Alabama Regiment, 5 men
wounded. ^My brigade was not engaged, but held in reserve 100 yards in rear
of Brigadier-General Cumming. Five companies of the Thirty-first
Alabama, under Captain Vick, were sent to extend Brigadier-General
Cumming's right. One company from the Thirtieth was sent to
extend Brigadier-General Cumming's line of skirmishers on the left.

* Two lists found. One shows 1 killed, 33 wounded, and 3 missing; the other
35 wounded, 6 missing, and 1 captured.
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Late in the afternoon Captain Elliott's company, from tlie Tliirtietli,

was sent to relieve Brigadier-General Clayton's skirmishers, on the
left of Brigadier-General Cumming.

Respectfully submitted.
E. W. PETTUS,

Brigadier- General, Comn^ianding.

Major Reeve, Asst. Adjt. Gen.

No. 36.

Report of Brig. Gen. Alexander W. Reynolds, C. S. Army, com-
manding brigade.

February 25, 1804.

Major : My skirmishers have been engaged since early this morn-
ing, and have kept back the enemy. About 13 o'clock General Clay-
ton sent me two regiments to extend my left to the mountain. About
the time they got into position the enemy advanced in force and a
fight ensued. General Clayton, with a third regiment, came up and
took command of the left. The fight was entirely successful, driving
the enemy back twice. My own troops have been under a heavy
fire of shell and canister for several hours. All behaved well. The
list of killed and wounded find below :

Sixty-third Virginia, 5 wounded ; Fifty-eighth and Sixtieth North
Carolina Regiments, 34 wounded, 3 mortally ; Fifty-fourth Virginia
Regiment, 12 men wounded.*

Respectfully,
A. W. REYNOLDS,

Brigadier- Ge n eral.

Major Reeve, Asst. Adjt. Gen.

No. 37.

Report of Maj. T. R. Hotchkiss, C. S. Artillery, commanding Artillery

Battalion.

Hdqrs. Hotchkiss' Artillery Battalion,
In the^Field, February 35, 1864.

Major : I have the honor to report that all the batteries of this

battalion have been engaged to some extent to-day. Key's battery,

the first to open fire on a brigade of infantry moving on the left of

our line, distance about 700 yards, fired about nine shots per piece.

One piece of Swett's battery was disabled by rifle projectile ; another
had pointing ring broken, but was soon repointed ; the other section

engaged a rifle battery of the enemy, forcing them to retire, distance

about 1,700 yards. Loss, 1 man slightly wounded, 'temple's battery

engaged a rifle battery ; efi^ect good ; enemy's battery driven from
position. Loss, 1 man slightly wounded.

Very respectfully,
T. R. HOTCHKISS,

Major, Commanding.
Major Reeve, Asst. Adjt. Gen.

* According to nominal list, total casualties 'i killed, 43 wounded, and 1 missing.
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No. 38.

Report of Maj. James F. WaMell, C. S. Artillery, commanding
Artillery Battalion.

Hdqes. Waddell's Artillery Battalion,
Near Dalton, February 25, 1864.

Major : In compliance with your instructions, I have the honor to

state that this morning at 11 o'clock I was ordered to report to

Major-General Stevenson with the battalion of artillery under my
command. Between 12 o'clock and 1 o'clock I reported to the gen-

eral, and was directed by him to hold one of my batteries in reserve

and place the other in position upon his right, where the enemy was
pressing us with his artillery and sharpshooters. The position was
taken, and after a fight of three hours' duration we silenced three of

the enemy's batteries, dismounting some of his pieces. My loss in

this action was 3 men wounded and 1 horse killed. I had only four

pieces engaged.
I am, maior, very respectfully,

•* ^ ^ J. F. WADDELL,
Major, Commanding Twentieth {Alabama] Artillery Battalion.

Maj. John J. Reeve,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Stevenson's Division.

ISO. 39.

Extract from Itinerary of Muj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler, C. S. Army,
commanding Cavalry, Army of Tennessee.

February 27, pursued enemy's retreat to Ringgold. During these

operations my loss Avas about 90 killed and wounded. Enemy's loss

much greater. We captured some 50 prisoners.

FEBRUARY 25-26, 1864.—Scout from Whiteside's, Tenn., to Stevens' and
Flick's Gaps, Ga.

Report of Col. StejDhen J. McGroarty, Sixty-first Ohio Infantry, com-
manding Third Brigade, Third Division, Eleventh Army Corps.

Hdqks. Third Brig., Third Div., 11th Corps,
Whiteside's, Tenn., February 26, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that the scouting party which left

here at 7 a. m. yesterday morning reportea back here at 1 p. m.
this day. They went to Frick's and Stevens' Gaps, saw no enemy
and heard of none, except four companies of Home Guards stationed
at Portersville, 3 miles beyond Lebanon. They are under command
of Captains Weatherspoon, Davenport, Milsoaps, and Clifton.

Parties of 4 or 5 come up to the gaps every few days. A for-

aging party of 30 men under command of a lieutenant were near
there, who had taken all the meat and beef they could get and all
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tlie spare clothing. A sister of one of the sconts just from Gads-
den reports no troops near there, but that scouts pass frequently.

Two deserters, who left Dalton on the night of the 23d, say that a
large number of troops had been ordered to march next morning to

Knoxville, and that they and many others had deserted in the night.

They were on their way to Bridgeport. The people knew nothing
about La Fayette, but say that Roddey is at Larkin'e Landing, and
suppose that the firing on the 23d or 2;>d was at that place. No
rebel scouts have been seen this side of the gaps. Met one of the
regular scouts from General Hooker's at Trenton, who was coming
from McLemore's Cove, who reported having seen nothing.
Having nothing of importance from this vicinity to report, I have

the honor to sign, respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. J. McGEOARTY,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade and Post.

Brig. Gen. W. D. Whipple,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

FEBRUARY 26, 1864.—Capture of Washington, Tenn.

Report of Col. Robert K. Byrd, First Tennessee Infantry.*

Loudon, February 28, 1804.

Sir : The following dispatch just received from Colonel Byrd,
Kingston, dated February 27:

Champ Ferguson, with 150 men, made a raid on our courier-line last night at

Washmgton, in Rliea County, killed the provost-marshal at that place, and captured
all the couriers from there to Sulphur Springs, killing 1 and wounding 3 others.

He carried off 11 horses and 11 repeating rifles.

G. GRANGER,
Major- General.

Major-General Thomas.

FEBRUARY 28, 1864.—SkirmiaJi ^t Dukedom, Tenn.

Report of Brig. Gen. Hugh T. Reid, U. S. Army.

[Cairo,] 3Iarch 1, 1864.

Colonel Hawkins telegraphs me that, hearing of a guerrilla party

robbing on the Paducah railroad, he sent out a detachment on
Saturday [27th] last, which, just before daylight Sunday morning,

found a squad of rebels at Dukedom and dispersed tliem, capturing

1 prisoner, 4 horses, 4 loaded revolvers, 1 carbine, and the hats of

perhaps the entire party.
H. T. REID,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Col. S. G. Hicks,
Commanding at Paducah.

*Spp also Hughs' ojierations in Middle Tennessee, January 1-April 18, 1864, p. .'i.').
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MARCH 2-3, 1864,—Expedition from Larkin's Landing to Gourd Heck and

Guntersville, Ala.

RKPORTS.
No, 1.—Brig. Gen. Giles A. Smitli, U. S. Army, commanding First Brigade, Sec-

ond Division, Fifteenth Army Corps.

No. 3.—Col. John M. Oliver, Fifteenth Michigan Infantry (mounted).

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Giles A. Smith, U. S. Army, commanding
First Brigade, Second Diinsion, Fifteenth Army Corps.

Hdqes, First Bkig., Second Div., 15th Army Corps,
Larlcinsville, Ala., March 3. 1804.

Dear Sir .- I have the honor to make tlie following report of the
expedition iiuder my command to Gourd Neck and Guntersville :

The forces, consisting of the Eiglitli Misssouri and Fifty-fifth Illi-

nois Infantry and the Fifteenth Regiment Michigan Infantry
(mounted), together with Captain Latham's company, Alabama
Cavalry, left Larkin's Landing at 10 o'clock on the morning of the
2d instant, with two days' rations, agreeable to j^our instructions. I

marched with the infantry and 35 mounted men to Gourd Neck and
directed Colonel Oliver, commanding Fifteenth Mounted Infantry,

to take the road leading from Coffeetown to Guntersville, the
object of the expedition being to capture the small force of Home
Guards and such rebel cavalry as might be at that place.

At 2.30 o'clock on the morning of the 3d instant. Colonel Oliver
sent one of his officers to me with the following vei'bal message, viz :

That he had entered Guntersville about dark on the preA'ious even-
ing ; that he had encoi;ntered a force of at least 4 to 1—600 men
drawn up in line on foot, in the shape of a half-moon, at the end of
the bridge over New Creek, near the edge of town—and been driven
back with a loss of 3 killed and 2 wounded and captured ; that he
had retreated over Town Creek, about 8 miles this side of Gunters-
ville ; that he could not enter the town without a larger force, and that
unless he received orders to the contrary from me he should return
to Coffeetown that morning at the usual starting time, 7 or 8 o'clock.

I had only 35 mounted men to re-enforce him with, and to march
the infantry to Guntersville and return would involve a two and a
half days' march on one day's rations, and the whole movement
being then known would only have resulted in the enemy's quietly
retiring before our advance and again reoccupying the town as we
withdrew. With this view I decided not to send him any orders, but
to return to the landing at 9.30 that morning. I afterward learned,
however, that had I sent any and the messenger had been as long return-
ing as he was coming to me—four and a half hours—he would not
have been there to receive them, as I am told he broke up camp and
started for the bridge before daylight. 'v

I arrived at the bridge a short time before Colonel Oliver, and
learned with surprise from 2 of his men Avho had been sent ahead
that only 50 or 60 men were sent to Guntersville ; the remainder,
with Colonel OKver, remained at or near Town Creek, 5 miles this
side. One of these men stated, in answer to my question of how
many men he saw, that 50 or 00 mounted men was all he saw, and he
did not think there were any more seen by any one.
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Colonel Oliver soon arrived, and in a conversation with him the fol-

lowing information was elicited : That 80 men were sent to Gunters-
ville, the remainder employed to guard the bridge over Town Creek,
and the ford over Short Creek ; that the force at Guntersville con-
sisted of two and a half companies of Home Guards and a company of

Confederate cavalry, the whole consisting in his opinion of 200 or 300
men : that he could have gone in, in daylight, but t^iat *he did not
think it smj object as they were apprised of his coming.

I learned from two British subjects from Atlanta, who stopped a
day or two at Guntersville and left there on the night of the 1st, the
forces there consisted of about 40 men. This estimate was corrobo-
rated by several citizens, and from all the facts I could gather I think
(JO or 70 men a large estimate of the force. Entering the town at

night with only a part of his force and riding over the bridge would
almost of a necessity make a failure of the whole expedition, as

mounted infantry are not going to ride through the fire of an enemy
and into their ranks without the means of either attack or defense.

Respectfully, your obedient servant.
GILES A. SMITH,

Brigadier-General.
Brig. Gen. Morgan L. Smith,

Commanding Second Division.

No. 3.

Report of Col. John M. Oliver, Fifteenth Michigan Infantry
(mounted).

SCOTTSBOEOUGH, AlA.,
3Iarch 3, 1864.

Sir : I find since my return that it is necessary to see Major-Gen-

eral Logan in relation to the muster of my regiment. The horses I

have had out are quite jaded, having traveled 50 miles yesterday and
over 20 to-day. General G. A. Smith said he should try and repeat

the expedition at once.

I write this to know whether you intend doing so within two

or three days. If you do, I shall remain to accompany the expedi-

tion ; if not, I shall go up to Huntsvilte iJi the morning. Please in-

form me by bearer.

The expedition was not a success. I had about 160 men and offi-

cers. General Smith took 26 of those to Gourd Neck. I had to

guard Town Creek bridge in my rear and the ford across Short

Creek. Reached the vicinity of Guntersville at twilight ; advanced,

crossed bridge over Little Creek, and reached the edge of the town,

but were driven back, having no guide. Both advance and main

body crossed on their horses ; they were ignorant «^f localities. After

recrossing the bridge they formed line and fired away. The rebels

liad an old levee to the left of the bridge on Brown's Creek, and

could not be hurt at that time of day; and remembering your cau-

tion, "better do nothing than lose," I ordered all back.

The enemy have no force of consequence at Guntersville. Two
companies (Smith's and May's) and part of Dillard's company, with

one company of regular soldiers, is the garrison of the place under

Colonel Newman. They have one company at Warronton, 5 miles
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down. Roddey is at Gadsden. I think the force at Guntersville
numbers 300 about, not more. There are no boats there but two
flat-boats, which will carry about 7 horses.

I am sure my information is accurate. I think, too, that I could
improve on the plans for taking it so far, but I do not think the game
worth the powder. Please inform me so that I may know Avhether to
go or not this evening.

Respectfully, your obedient servant.
JOHN M. OLIVER,

Colonel Fifteenili Michigan, Mounted Infantry.

Brig. Gen. M. L. Smith,
Commanding Second Division.

MARCH 5, 1864.—Skirmisli at Leet's Tan-yard, Ga.

REPORTS.
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Absalom Baird, U. S. Army, commanding Third Division, Four,

teenth Army Corps.

No. 3.—Col. Thomas J. Harrison, Eighth Indiana Cavalry.

No. 3.—Extract from Itinerary of Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler, C. S. Army, com-
manding Cavalry, Army of Tennessee.

No. 1.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Absalom Baird, U. S. Army, commanding
Tliird Division, Fourteenth Army Corx's.

Ringgold, Ga.,
MarcTi 6, 18G4—3 a. m.

General : Your note of 9 p. m. last night,* by courier, is just
received.

Yesterday, about 3 o'clock, a messenger whom I had sent to Colo-
nel Harrison returned with the news that Colonel Harrison had been
driven from his camp, and had retired toward Lee's Mills. A com-
pany of Harrison's command, stationed this side of him, came back
with the messenger. I thought it. r^arkable that Colonel Harri-
son, who was on my flank for the purpose of giving me warning of
the movements of the enemy, should retire in the direction indi-
cated and send me, the person most interested, no notice whatever.
I did not believe the statement, but as I was at the same moment
informed that cannon firing had been lieard about 11 o'clock toward
Cleveland, I thought it important. I therefore sent the cavalry
company that had come in back, tq go as far as Colonel Harrison's
camp, and send me word as to what he could learn. About dark a
messenger returned from him, confirming the report that Colonel
Harrison had gone, but saying that he had come up at that place
(Leet's Tan-yard) with the rear guard of a cavalry column return-
ing toVard Nickajack trail or Gordon's Gap. As my officer had but
20 men he fell" back to a point about 4 miles from here, where the
road forks, one branch leading to Nickajack trail and the other to

*See Part III, p. 23.
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La Fayette. I directed him to remain at this place and watch well
out on both roads, and to keep me informed. I then signaled you.
I thought the enemy had retired, and asked to have Colonel Harri-
son again pushed out to his former j^osition. I am inclined to think
that the affair was simply a cavalry raid to gain information, but it

may be connected with other movements elsewhere. I reported last

night to General Palmer the number of wagons which I have. It

is not sufficient to haul the property which is here, as every availa-

ble team has been sent back to keep up our supply of forage. I will

load such things as I can carry if compelled to fall back, and will

destroy the rest. I don't apprehend now that such will be the case,

but will have my command on the alert before daybreak.
The officer whom I sent to examine the Mission Mills road reports

a portion between that place and Graysville as hardly passable for
artillery, and the river too high to be passed without getting into

the ammunition boxes. As to the Shallow Ford road, I can learn
nothing of its condition. I hope, in case of necessity, to be able to

go direct to Rossville. The Fourteenth and Thirty-eighth Ohio
Regiments are encamped to-night somewhere near Pea Vine Creek,
about 7 miles from here. This is a good position for them under the
present circumstances. I will write you more fully of the condition
of things here in the morning.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. BAIRD.

Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. G. H. Thomas.

Ringgold, March 6, 1864.

My party has returned from Lee's. Colonel Harrison was there.

There were two brigades of rebel cavalry, Humes' and Davidson's.

They came in by a gap this side of the Nickajack trail and returned

same way.
A. BAIRD,

Brigadier- General.

Major-Geueral Thomas.

No. 2.

RepoH of Col. Thomas J. Harrison, Eighth Indiana Cavalry.

Headquarters Cavalry,
Gordon and Lee's Mills, March 8, 18G4.

General : On Saturday morning, 5th instant, -the enemy came
through Nickajack Gap and over the ridge on either side in large

force.

Dismounting the center, our outpost gradually fell back but

lightly pressed by the enemy, while a heavy force on each flank on

parallel roads moved rapidly toward our rear and attempted to sur-

round us ; but as we fell back across a muddy stream we tore up the

bi'idge, forcing those in the rear to a great distance around. The
right was not so prompt as the left.
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We passed out, throwing our force on tlie left, wliich resulted in

killing 3 of tlie enemy and wounding 6 or 7. Our casualties were 5

missing. I learn from citizens that 4 of them were prisoners, and the
enemy claimed that they killed 1. The enemy at ' once retired. A
prisoner taken says their force was 3,000, consisting of two brigades
under General Wheeler, and that it was an attempt on Wheeler's part
to capture us. Wheeler was much enraged, charging.that treachery
on the part of some of his men saved us.

The position we occupied is untenable. We have patrolled the
country in that neighborhood each day, but one-half of our force
should be in front of General Baird, patrolling south. I reported to
General Davis, and received orders to remain here. One of my
companies fell back toward General Baird. one was there before ; so
that General Baird has but two comijanies. If the Thirtj'-ninth
was all at Ringgold and the Kentucky battalion here it would divide
the force about equallj'.

I am, general, very respectfully,

T. J. HAERISON,
Colonel, Contvianding Cavalry.

Brigadier-General Whipple.
Chief of Staff, Chattanooga, Tenn.

No. 3.

Extract from Itinerary of Maj. Gen. Joseph Wheeler, C. S. Army,
commanding Cavalry, Army of Tennessee.

Having crossed Taylor's Ridge with 600 men, attacked Harrison's
Federal brigade, capturing their camps, wagons, stores, &c., with a
number of prisoners

;
pursued enemy 10 miles.

MARCH 5, 1864.—Skirmisli at Panther Springs, Tenn.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, U. S. Ai-my.

No. 2.—Col. William Cross, Tiiird Tennessee Infantry.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Jacob D. Cox, U. S. Army.

New Market, Tenn.,
» March 6, 1804.

General ;
* * * in the skirmish yesterday the rebels lost

killed, including a major. We lost 3 killed, 1 badly wounded, and
nearly 20 pris,oners. We have 2 rebel prisoners. No fuxther news
from the front.

J. D. COX,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General Schopield.
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No. 2.

Report of Col. William Cross, Third Tennessee Infantry.

Hdqrs. Third Regt., East Tenn. Vol. Infantrv,
Mossy Creek, Tenn., March 25, 1864.

Sir : In obedience to the requirements of existing orders, I here-
with report that on the oth day of March, 1864, Capt. Jolin H. Cross,
of Company C, and his command of Second Lieut. L. B. Gamble,
Company G ; First Lieut. Jasper P. Buckellew, Company K, and
First Lieut. Edward C. Roberts, Company H, and 100 enlisted men
of Companies C, G, H, and K, while on a reconnaissance to Panther
Springs, Tenn., were attacked by a cavalry force of the enemy,
greatly superior in numbers, and had a sharp engagement for three
or four hours, finally repulsing the enemy, killing and wounding
several of them, with the loss of.*

All which is respectfully submitted.
I am. very respectfully, your obedient servant,

WM. CROSS,
Colonel, Comdg. Third Begt., East Tenn. Vol. Infantry.

Col. E. D. TOWNSEND,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Washington, D. C.

MAECH 6, 1864.—Affair near Island No. 10, Tenn.

Report of Capt. Robert M. Ekings, Thirtyfourth Neiv Jersey In-
fantry.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Island No. 10, Tenn., March 8, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that on the morning of the 6th
instant I sent out a party of I'Z men under the command of First

Sergeant Connor, Company C, Thirty-fourth New Jersey Infantry,
to arrest a gang of 3 men who were reported to have murdered a
negro the day previous ; and also one Joseph Malady, a notorious
guerrilla and horse-thief. .. .,

The detachment effected a landing on the Tennessee shore shortly
after midnight, and proceeding up the river 7 miles made a careful

search for the 3 men, but without success. They then surrounded
the house where Malady was supposed to be concealed. Upon enter-

ing the house they found that he had effected his escape, having
received a notification of the attempt to captiire hiin from some
source. A thorough search of the premises was made, and several
rifles were found and a quantity of ammunition. As the party was
I'eturning to the island, those in advance, 6 in number, were fired

upon from a thicket by the roadside by a company of guerrillas

under the command of Captain Parks. Finding themselves greatly
outnumbered, my men gradually fell back, skirmishing all the way,
to the river bank, where, discovering an old raft, they got upon it

and floated down to the island, arriving here safely about 8 p. m.

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 3 killed and 33 captured.
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I hardly need observe that had I known of the arrival of the

guerrillas in the vicinity previous to sending out the force under

Sergeant Connor, I should have sent a much stronger detachment.

From the best information I can obtain I should judge that the guer-

rilla force under Parks and Bradford numbers from 75 to 1-25 strong.

The guns captured by my men were brought off safely, and also

3 horses.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,^ KM. EKINGS,
Capt. Company C, Sith New Jersey Infantry, Comdg. Post.

Capt. J. H. Odlin,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

MARCH 6, 1864.—Attack on Union Pickets at Columbus, Ky.

Report of Col. William H. Laiurence, Thirty-fourth Xew Jersey
Infantry.

Headquarters op the Post,
Columbus, Ky., March 7, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that our pickets, consisting of a
part of Company E, Second Tennessee Heavy Artillery, last night
attacked and drove off about 30 guerrillas, who were in the act of get-

ting between our breast-works and the brigade. There was no loss

on our side. That of the enemy we could not ascertain, our pickets
being too weak to follow them up and the night very dark. The
captain speaks in high terms of the behavior of his men. The guer-
rillas also placed an obstruction on the railroad track about 2 miles
beyond, but fortunately it was discovered before any mischief was
done. I have taken proper measures to capture them if they return
this evening.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,

Col. 3Uh Regt. New Jersey Volunteers, Commanding Post.

Capt. J. H. Odlin,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Cairo, 111.

MARCH 8, 1864.—Afiairs at Courtland and Moulton, Ala.

Report of Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army.

Pulaski, March 11, 1864.

After taking Decatur I pushed my forces out under Lieutenant-
Colonel Phillips. He captured Courtland, liriving the enemy out,
and followed them up, crossing the mountains, captured Moulton.
We took a number of prisoners, a large amount of stores, and a large
quantity of artillery and rifle ammunition ; also 100 sacks of salt,

stock, &;c.

G. M. DODGE,
Brigadier-General.

Lieutenant-Colonel Bowers.
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MARCH 9, 1864. —Skinnisli near Nickajack Gap, Ga.

Report of Brig. Gen. Absalom Baird, U. S. Army.

Ringgold, Ga.,
March 9, 18G4.

The report of cannon firing this morning was a mistake. Colonel
Harrison skirmished an hour with a large force of rebels near Nicka-
jack, and then fell back here ; has pickets out 4 miles. The enemy
is quiet in front, but there is a larger display of fires and signal lights
than ever before.

A. BAIRD,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General Thomas.

MARCH 10, 1864.—GuerriUa raid on Clinton, Ky.

Report of Col. William H. Lawrence, Thirty-fourth New Jersey In-
fantry.

Columbus, Ky.,
March 11, 1864.

Captain : Last night there was a raid made by about 40 guerrillas
at Clinton. They captured some 35 or 40 mules and horses, which
had been bought for the Government ; they also broke open two
stores, taking what they wanted. I telegraphed the facts to Colonel
Hawkins, and sent out a company of mounted infantry in pursuit.
It now becomes a military necessity, in my opinion, to prevent the
large shipments of goods to these defenseless towns, and I shall give
an order that in future all permits to take goods out of the lines of
my pickets must be approved at these headquarters, without I receive
an order from the general commanding the district to the contrary.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,

Colonel Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers.

Capt. J. H. Odlin,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Cairo, III.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters District op Cairo,
March 12, 1864.

Respectfully returned with instructions not to issue any such orders
as the one within indicated ; and if it has been issued, to revoke it.

H. T. REID,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

MARCH 10, 1864—Guerrilla raid on Mayfield, Ky.

Report of Col. Stephen G. Hicks, Fortieth Illinois Infantry.

Paducah, Ky.,
March 13, 1864.

The guerrillas made another raid on Mayfield, on the 10th instant,

robbing the stores of Union men, &c. Several of the citizens fled
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to this place for safety, and are now here. I will send the detach-

ment One himdred an"d twenty-second Illinois out there to garrison

the place.
S. G. HICKS,

Colonel, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. H. T. Reid,

Commanding District.

MARGE 11-28, 1864.—Operations about Sparta, Tenn., including skirmishes

on Calfkiller Creek and near Beersheba Springs.

Report of Col. William B. Stokes, Fifth Tennessee Cavalry.*

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
SjMrta, Tenn., March 28, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following report of operations
since my last report

:

On the 11th instant, having heard of the enemy on Calfkiller, I

sent out a scout of 80 men, under Captains Blackburn and Waters,
in search of them. They met the enemy concentrated, numbering
150 men, 10 miles from this place, and after a stubborn and desper-
ate resistance of 1 hour they succeeded in dispersing and running
them into the mountains. The rebels lost 1 man killed and several
wounded, the notorious Champ Ferguson being one of the latter.

Our loss was 1 killed and 4 slightly wounded.
The next day I sent out a force of 200 men, but they were unable

to find the enemy in any force. While out they succeeded in killing
7 Texas Rangers, men of the most daring and desperate character.
Among these was Lieutenant Davis, the leader of the band. These
men had been murdering and robbing Union citizens.

On the 15th, this force returned, and after feeding, 150 started in
pursuit of Colonel Hughs, who had crossed Caney Fork on the 14th
with the larger portion of his command.
On the morning of the 18th, the force attacked Hughs' camp at

the foot of Cumberland Mountains, 2 miles from Beersheba Springs,
utterly routing them, succeeding in killing 7 of their number.
They were at breakfast and some vrer» sleeping when attacked, and
in the rout they threw away saddles, blankets, clothing, and arms.
The entire force would have been captured or killed if they had not
run up the mountain, where it was almost impossible for men to
travel. Hughs had visited the railroad near Estill Springs, and was
returning when attacked. We captured a number of saddles, arms,
blankets, and clothing belonging to the Federals, and also Colonel
Hughs' portfolio and papers. Our loss was 1 killed and 1 mortally
wounded. The rebels at this fight were entirely dispersed, a great
many being dismounted.
On the 20th, I sent out a force for the purpose of picking up strag-

glers and preventing them from again concentrating. They scoured
Overton, Putnam, and Jackson Counties, but were unable to find
the enemy in any force ; they were out five days, and killed 5 men,
among them Lieutenant Bowman. Captain Loure, of the guerrillas,

* See also Hughs' operations in Middle Tennessee, January 1-April 18, 1864, p. 55.
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was wounded during this scout. Captain Bledsoe was killed a few
days previous by some of my men while foraging. Yesterday, learn-
ing that Carter was across Caney Fork, I immediately sent out a
force to look after him. They were unable to find him, but suc-
ceeded in killing 1 of his men. Hughs' command is scattered over
the entire country, no 10 of his men being together. They are merely
trying to keep out of my way.

Since I arrived here my command has been constantly at work.
At no one time has the command been idle. Forage has been scarce
and hard to obtain. Over one-half of my command are dismounted,
having worn out their horses by constant duty. No horses can be
obtained in this country. I am proud to state that my officers and
men have worked unremittingly, faithfully, and cheerfully in the
discliarge of their duties. A great number of soldiers have taken
the amnesty oath, and the people manifest a friendly disposition
toward the restoration of civil government.
Owing to the impossibility of obtaining forage of any kind in this

country, I shall within a few days move tlie command to Chestnut
Mound, some 25 miles from this place, where there is forage. While
there I shall continue to scout the country designated in instructions
from Major-Generai Thomas. Lieutenant-CoJonel Corbin is here
with a portion of the Fourteenth Regiment, U. S. Colored Troops,
and is recruiting very rapidly.

I would once more respectfully call the attention of the general
commanding to the necessity of mounting my command. To clear

the country designated in instructions of guerrillas my men must be
mounted. Without being considered impertinent, I would once more
urge upon the authorities the advantages of arming my command
with the Spencer rifle. It is useless to deny but that the command
Avould be rendered much more effective. I will pledge my honor
that if this command is armed with these guns, no regiment in the
rebel service can defeat them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
W. B. STOKES,

Colonel Fifth Tennessee Volunteer Cavalry, Commanding.
Capt. B. H. Polk,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

MARCH 12, 1864.—Skirmish near Union City, Tenn.

Report of Col. Isaac R. Hawkins, Seventh Tennessee Cavalry.

Union City,
March 14, 1864.

Sir : I reached my camp with my entire command at 3 p. m. this

day. Have with me -30 prisoners, many of them of the worst cast.

On the 12th, had a running fight for 10 miles with Captain Bolen's

company with about an equal number of men commanded by Lieuts.

R. Y. Bradford ai^d Hawkins, in which 2 of the enemy were killed,

1 severely wounded, and 1 captured. We also captured G horses.

Our loss nothing. The vote in my county (Carroll) was 1,326. In
one district election broken up. Health of men excellent. My scouts

proceeded within 8 miles of Jackson and 13 miles south of Lexing-
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ton. The vote in Henderson was 564 ; in Weakley, something over

1,100. Advertisements were everywhere posted, threatening the

people with severe punishment if they should vote. I shall report

more at length in a dav or two.
ISAAC R HAWKINS,

Colonel, Commanding Seventh Tennessee Cavalry.

Brig. Gen. H. T. Reid,
Commanding District.

MABCH 12, 1864.—Scout to Nola Chucky Bend, near Morristown, Tenn.

Report of Capt. John W. Hammond, Sixty-fifth Indiana Infantry.

Hdqrs. Detch. 2d Bkig., Outpost Chucky Bend Road,
Near McFarland's Cross-Roads, Tenn., March 13, 1864.

Sir : Having orders from Col. I. Garrard to report any discover-

ies to you, I have the honor to communicate the following facts :

That I made a scout to Chucky Bend yesterday about a p. m. I

found no enemy there, but learned of the presence of one battalion
of Rucker's Legion, about 300 strong, camped just above Bent Creek
and only a short distance below the mouth of Lick Creek, If miles
above the point where Chucky Bend road touches Chucky Rivei'.

and exactly in the real bend of Cliucky. This battalion sent a small
scout after me, which was cut off by the Third Indiana Cavalry,
which came down the river road shortly after I left the bend.
The enemy are still at the bend, and were in line of battle at day-

light this morning, and were still in line at 8 a. m. They will doubt-
less await attack. I captured 1 prisoner who confirms the position
of their troops, stating additionally that the Second Battalion of
Rucker's Legion is camped some 3 miles farther up the same creek,
and their first and nearest infantry sujjport is some 3 miles in their
rear and about 2^ miles from Bull's Gap. I learn also from many
reliable sources that Buckner's and Jenkins' commands are at Bull's
Gap ; Johnson's near Blue Springs at Midway Depot, and McLaws'
at Greeneville ; that Longstreet left in person for Virginia Wednes-
day last, the general supposition bein§ that he has gone to Rich-
mond. Citizens say that the eflFort is strong on the part of the
soldiers to create the belief that he*is^o return immediately, which
would indicate that they have doubts.
Mr. James Broyles left vicinity of Greeneville Friday last at 12

(noon), and reports same facts in regard to enemy at and this side of
Greeneville and in regard to Rucker's Legion, which he saw this
a. m. He also reports that the enemy are mounting all the men they
can, and that they are now trying to mount McLaws' division entire.

He says that they have sent away four batteries that lie knows of,

and several others that reliable men told him had been sent off toward
Virginia ; as also that they have sent away nearly all their ti'ains,

only leaving three or four wagons to the brigade, using the mules of
the trains and the horses of the batteries to mount their men on.

He also says that they all (meaning the soldiers) say that they are to
be joined by John Morgan this week with 2,000 cavalry, and that
all this mounted force is to make a grand raid into Kentucky. I

give this as he stated it. He also says they are transporting all the
surplus of subsistence toward Virginia as fast as the cars can trans-
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port it. Mr. Broyles, whose statements are corroborated by others

,

is quite an intelligent man and a shoemaker, who is flying the con-
scription. He says that everybody estimates their force at about
:.'5.000 men within support of Bull's Gap.

It is reported that Dibrell's division (mounted) has left Newport,
hut this is vague.
You have doubtless ere this gained a knowledge of most of these

reports, but hoping that I might furnish some new item I have been
thus explicit and full in reporting.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN W. HAMMOND,

Captain Sixty-fifth Indiana Volunteer Mounted Infty.-

Assistant Adjutant-General,
Ferrero's Division.

MARCH 14, 1864,—Skirmish at Claysville, Ala.

REPORTS.

No. 1.—Lieut. Col. Jeremiah W. Jenkins, Tliirty-first Iowa Infantry.

No. 2.—Capt. William T. House, Thirty-second Missouri Infantry.

No. J.

lieport of Lieid. Col. Jeremiah W. Jenkins, Thirty-first Iowa
Infantry.

Headquarters Thirty-first Iowa Volunteers,
Woodville, Ala., March 16, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that on the 14th instant, in
obedience to orders, I left camp about 11 a. m. with my command,
and proceeded toward Claysville, Ala. I reached Keed's plantation,
5 miles from Claysville, about 5 p. m. , where a train of eighteen
wagons of the Second Brigade were awaiting our arrival, guarded
by 20 men from the Twenty-ninth Missouri Infantry. I placed 108
of my men in the wagons, and proceeded that night with them to

Claysville, leaving the remainder of the regiment at Reed's planta-
tion under the command of Major Stiftinftng. I found Captain
House at Claysville with 30 men from the Twenty-ninth Missouri
Infantry, and between 20 and 30 men from the Fourth and Ninth
Iowa regiments.
On the morning of the loth, the teams were loaded with forage near

the town, and at 10 a. m. I started to return to camp with my com-
mand and the men cojnmanded by Captain House, leaving no
guard whatever at Claysville. About 3 p. m. , when about 3 miles this

side of Reed's plantation, I received an order to "reviain at Cotton-
ville, if not already past that place." I knew of no such place as
Cottonvillc, but learned on in<iuiry that it was near Deposit, 10
miles from where we then were. I then continued the march to

camp, and arrived heje at 8 p. m.
While at Claysville I visited the bank of the river, from which I

could distinctly see Guntersville and a few of the enemy moving
about, but discovered nothing unusual. I also investigated the

33 R R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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numerous reports about citizens having conducted the party who
made the attack, on the morning of the 14th, but I found nothing

sufficiently reliable to justify making any arrests.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,^
J. W. JENKINS,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Commanding Thirty-first Iowa.

Capt. W. A. Gordon,
Assistant Adjutant-General, 1st Div., 15th Army Corps.

No. 2.

Report of Cajjt. William T. House, Thirty-second Missouri Infantry.

WooDViLLE, Ala.,
March 15, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that about 3 a. m. , 14th in-

stant, my camp at Claysville, Ala., was attacked by a party of about
150 rebel cavalry (dismounted). The enemy had crossed the river

below, and guided by citizens, avoided my patrols and sentinels,

thus succeeding in surprising us. Rushing on my small party the
enemy commenced firing and yelling with exultation. I tried to

rally my men (a portion of whom fought like tigers), but it was of

no great use, a number of my men being panic-stricken by the sud-

denness of the attack. Seeing that the greater portion had surren-

dered, I directed the rest to save themselves, but not to surrender.
Returning to my quarters for my holsters, I put on my coat and
cap. On coming out I found myself alone opposed to the enemy.
To repeated appeals to surrender I returned a negative answer, and
knocking the first man down with my revolver, I made a rush
through the crowd. They made way for me, and I ran on, accom-
panied by the balls of the rebels, who immediately commenced firing

after me, though, fortunately, without success. I then endeavored
to find such of my men as had made their escape, but in the dark-
ness found this impossible ; so, making my way to Reed's plantation,
I reached the mountain, where I found a small detachment of
Twenty-ninth Missouri Infantry.^ I^'om the officer in command I

obtained a party of 23 men with whom, and a few of my own men,
who had in the mean time joined me, I immediately returned to

Claysville, but the enemy had already recrossed the river, taking
our horses, mules, some clothing, and about 30 prisoners with them.
My casualties are 1 killed and 3 wounded. The rebel loss 5 killed

and 6 wounded. CaT)tain Smith, who commanded the rebels, was
shot through the abdx)men by myself.

I will forward a nominal list* of casualties as soon as it can be
made up. \

Respectfully, your most obedient servant,
WM. T. HOUSE,

Capt. 33d Missouri Infantry, Comdy. Mounted Infantry.

Capt. W. A. Gordon,
Assistant Adjutant- General First Division.

*List kIiows 1 man killed, 2 wounded, and 55 missing.
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MABGH 14, 1864—Operations in Jones Gonnty, Miss.

Report of Lieut. Gen. Leonidas Polk, C. S. Army.

Demopolis, March 1?, 1864.

General : The expedition I caused to be made under Colonel
Maury against the traitors and murderers of Jones and other coun-
ties in Southern Mississippi has succeeded in killing and capturing
a number of their ringleaders and breaking up their bands. A sal-

utary effect has been produced upon that intected district, and many
of the deserters are now coming in.

L. POLK,
Lieutenant-General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjutant and Inspector- General.

MABGH 16, 1864.—Baid on the Nashville and Chattanooga Bailroad, near
Tullahoma, Tenn.

fiEPOKTS*

No. 1.—Maj. Adolphus H. Tanner, One hundred and twenty-third New York In-

fantry.

No, 3.—Capt. Geoi'ge R. Hall, One hundred and twenty-third New York Infanti-y.

No. 1.

Report of Maj. Adolphus H. Tanner, One hundred and tiventy-third
New York Infantry.

Headquarters 123d New York Volunteers,
LJlk River Railroad Bridge, Tenn., March 17, 1864—5 p. m.

General : I have the honor to make the following report

:

The patrol sent out by me on the railroad toward Tullahoma, as
reported yesterday, came upon a band of rebels about 3 miles from
this post, just as they had thrown a train"of"cars from the track, had
taken the passengers prisoners, and were engaged in robbing them and
destroying the train. My men drove the enemy, rescued the prison-
ers, and saved most of the train. I have this day received informa-
tion that this rebel force, numbering 110 men, well mounted on horses
marked "C. S.," came from the direction of the mountains back of

Hillsborough, and retreated in that direction. They murdered sev-

eral non-combatants (negroes) and robbed all their prisoners of their

money, jewels, and clothing. '^

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. H. TANNER,

Major 123d New York Vols., Commanding Post.

Brig. Gen. W. D. 'Whipple,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

* See also Colonel Hughs' report of operations in Middle Tennessee, January-April,
1864, p. .5.1.
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No. 2.

Report of Capt. George E. Hall, One hundred and twenty-third

New York Infantry.

Estill Springs, Tenn.,
March 17, 1864.

General : I have the honor to report that yesterday (16th) at 1 p.

m. I received intelligence of a citizen by the name of Martin Hays,
sent by a citizen named John P. Hefner, who tends a grist-mill abont
2 miles from this post, that a band of rebel cavalry from 70 to 100
strong had been at his house and passed on up toward the Nashville
and Chattanooga Railroad, and said they were going to throAV off the
first train of cars from Tullahoma and then blow up the bridge
across Elk River.
On receiving this intelligence, I immediately reported it to Major

Tanner, commanding One hundred and twenty-third Regiment New
York Volunteers, and re-enforced my pickets accordingly, and
awaited orders from the major ; but receiving no definite orders and
awaiting sufficient time for my patrols to return, not having sufficient

force here to leave the stockade safe and meet the enemy, I took the
engine of the construction train, which was here, and went to the
regiment and reported the facts to the major, who immediately sent
Company C to take the place of my company (E) and sent my com-
pany in pursuit of the enemy.
At 4.45 p. m. I left camp, marching with the main part of my com-

pany on the railroad, having a line of skirmishers on each side of the
road a reasonable distance in advance. After proceeding nearly H
miles I saw a train coming from Tullahoma, and watched it until it

ran off the track, and heard the firing on the train. It was about one-
half mile in advance of my skirmishers. I then filed to the right into
the woods and took the double-quick step in order to flank them, but
they had got notice of my approach and commenced a retreat. I
came up on their flank, opening upon them, which was returned
by tliem, but made no stand of any account ; formed line of battle
twice, InTt as soon as we fired upon them they turned and ran. I
pursued them about li miles, when my men became so much exhausted
that farther pursuit would have been useless and I returned to the
Avreck, where I found the cars on fire, but succeeded in extinguishing
the fire so that but three cars were'bilfned. The engine was but little

injured.

During the fighting, men captured from the cars were recaptured,
and in about one hour the remainder of the prisoners came in—7 of
the Twenty-seventh Indiana and 2 men of Company E, One hundred
and twenty-thirdNewYork Volunteers ; also Captain Beardsley, of the
Twentieth Connecticut, and Lieutenant Williams. All were robbed
of everything valuable, not excepting their clothing. Two men of
the First Michigan Engineers were wounded ; also a citizen by the
name of Stockwell—the latter seriously, the ball having passed
through the left lung. One negro was killed and 1 wounded. The
prisoners report that the rebels were commanded by Lieutenant-Col-
onel Hughs, formerly of the Twenty-fifth Tennessee. The names of
tlie other officers I could not learn. One of my company that is reli-

able told me that he counted 97 men, while a prisoner, and at the time 1

5

or 20 were out after the other patrols. The man spoken of above of
my company was one of the patrols who were captured. They were
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armed with carbines and rifles. The last I heard of them they passed
the mill about 3 miles from here at dark, apijarently in great haste.
Two of their men were killed, and 1 seriously wounded. I captured
three saddles and one carbine. Had I been a few minutes earlier I

could have saved the train, and think killed or captured most of
tliem.

GEORGE R. HALL,
[Capt. One hundred and twenty-third New York Volunteers.]

Brig. Gen. A. S. Williams.

MARCH 16-APRIL 14, 1864.—Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee
and Kentucky.

STIMMIA-RY OF THE PRINCIF-A-L EVENTS.
Mar. 24, 1864.—Capture of Union City, Tenn.

2.5, 1864. -Attack on Paducah, Ky.

27. 1864.—Skirmish at Columbus, Ky.
29, 1864.—Skirmish near Bolivar, Tenn.

Apr. 3, 1864.—Skirmish near Raleigh, Tenn.

9, 1864.—Skirmish near Raleigh, Tenn.

11, 1864.—Skirmish at Columbus, Ky.

12, 1864.—Capture of Fort Pillow, Tenn.

13, 1864.—Skirmish at Columbus, Ky.

14, 1864.—Skirmish at Paducah, Ky.

EEFOETS.*
-Brig. Gen. Mason Brayman, U. S. Army, commanding District of Cairo.

-Capt. James H. Odlin, Assistant Adjutant-General, U. S. Army, of opera-

tions March 24-26.

-Capt. John W. Beatty, Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, of the capture of

Union City.

-Capt. Thomas P. Gray, Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, of the capture of

Union City.

-Lieut. Robert W. Helmer, Seventh Tennessee Cavahy, of the capture of

Union City.

-Col. Stephen G. Hicks, Fortieth Illinois larfantry, of attack on Paducah, etc.

-Maj. James F. Chapman, One hundred and twenty-second Illinois Infan-

try, of attack on Paducah.

-Col. William H. Lawrence, Thirty-fourth New Jersey Infantry, of affairs

at Columbus, etc.

-Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hurlbut, U. S. Army, commanding Sixteenth Army
Corps, of the capture of Fort Pillow.

-Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Harris, Assistant Adjutant-General, U. S. Army,
of the garrison at Fort Pillow, etc. -^

-Capt. John G. "Woodruff, One hundred and thirteenth Illinois Infantry, of

the capture of Fort Pillow.

-Lieut. Mack J. Learning, Adjutant Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, of the

capture of Fori Pillow.

No.



No.



Chap. XIJV] FORREPt's EXPEDlTrDN INTO W. TENN. AND KY. 50;3

(then ill Cairo awaiting orders to move), informing him of the ex-
pectation of a necessity to call for 2,000 men for this service, to
which he responded, placing the force at my disposal. I was aware
that the Fourth Division was awaiting orders for movement up the
Tennessee, but as General Veatch was absent, transports yet to come
from St. Louis, and as I had no disposable force of my own, I made
available this only mode of repelling an advance of the enemy,
which threatened not only Union City, but Columbus, Hickman,
and Paducah.
On reaching Union City Captain Odlin found the pickets driven

in, and almost immediately the wire was cut, preventing further
communication with me. This indicated the presence of the enemy
on the railroad between Union City and Columbus. Having in-
structions not to endanger the engine and train, he immediately
returned to Columbus, passing over the burning superstruction a
few miles this side of Union City. From Columbus I was advised by
him and by Colonel Lawrence, commanding that post, that Colonel
Hawkins could probably hold out until aid would reach him.
At 9 this morning I left Cairo with the Thirty-fifth New Jersey,

Lieutenant-Colonel Henry, and Twenty-fifth Wisconsin, Lieutenant-
Colonel Rusk, being part of First Brigade, Colonel Montgomery, and
the Thirty-second Wisconsin, Major De Groat, and Seventeenth
New York, Colonel Grower, part of the Second Brigade, Colonel
Howe, about 2,000 strong, and taking Sparrestrom's battery and a
party of mounted scouts on board, started at 3 p. m. for Union City,
having been informed, however, that the road had been disabled by
the burning of a bridge. Arriving at a station miles this side
of Union City I learned with great pain and surprise that Colonel
Hawkins had surrendered at 11 a. m., and had with his force been
removed and his fortifications destroyed.
The force of the enemy does not appear to have been more than a

fourth of the number represented, and without artillery. The num-
ber of men surrendered is probably 500, some 75 having escaped.
All were armed and equipped ; about 300 mounted. A few mules,
three wagons, and an inconsiderable amount of public property were
lost and destroyed. I learn that Colonel Hawkins' command had
been recently paid for over a year's service, and that the aggregate
of individual loss, on the part of the officers and soldiers, will reach
some 860,000.

The object of the expedition being thus defeated, I immediately
returned the command to Columbus, 3Iid* re-embarked the troops
belonging to the Fourth Division on transports and returned them
to Cairo, to be ready for their expected movement up the Tennessee
on the morrow. Had the troops been at my further disposal I should
have gone forward to Union City and proceeded to [drive] from
this district all hostile forces and irregular bands now infesting it,

but my instructions from General Sherman (received after my ar-

rival at Columbiis) being imperative not to divert these regiments
from their designed movements up the river I coujd not do other-
wise than replace them, for though I was willing to risk much to

relieve and rescue a force supposed to be yet engaged in gallant de-

fense, I could do nothing to mitigate even the accomplished misfor-
tune of a sui'render.

.

I omitted to state that anticipating a probable attack upon Hick-
man, defended by a small company and one gun, I this morning
withdrew that force. With the approbation of my superior officer
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I i)roposed to leave Hickman, Union City, and sucli inconsiderable

points without defense, holding only such points as are of military

importance and necessary to the safety of the river. I find these

small posts but dens for the smugglers, contraband dealers, and con-

venient for supi)lying the guerrillas of the interior, and am satisfied

that these enemies of the public peace receive benefits and an abun-
dance of supplies through the facilities afforded by o»e small garri-

son and loose trade regulations, much more valuable to them and
disgracefully damaging to us than under their own occupation. The
expedition of to-day was characterized by gallantry and good con-

duct of officers and men, and by freedom from casualties of any
kind.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. BRAYMAN,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Lieut. Col. T. H. Haekis,

Assistant-Adjutant General.

Headquarters District of Cairo,
Cairo, III, March 2(;, J 864—12 m.

General : The rebels went from Union City to Paducah, evi-

dently joined by another force, arriving about 4,000 strong.
Colonel Hicks had about 500 men of all kinds. Two gun-boats lay

in the river. The attack began about 1 p. m. yesterday. Colonel
Hicks occupied the fort. The enemy entered the town, occupying
liouses, from which their sharpshooters killed and wounded several
of our men.
The gun-boats and the fort opened upon the town. The inhabit-

ants abandoned it, large numbers being brought across the river.
The battle lasted until midnight. Colonel Hicks being severely
pressed but holding his ground most gallantly. The enemy then
retired, with loss of several hundred killed and wounded. The town,
being occupied by the rebels, was mostly destroyed and is still in
flames.

A dispatch from Captain Odlin, my adjutant, advises me that the
attack is expected to be renewed. I have, however, sent re-enforce-
ments, which are on the spot, and supplies are on the way. The
guji-boats performed good service, and suffered from sharpshooters.
General Veatch is moving from thejvharf, and will aid if needed.

I have not particulars; the fight severe, and the conduct of Colonel
Hicks noble.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

M. BRAYMAN,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut,
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps.

'\

Headquarters District of Cairo,
Cairo, III, March 26, 1864—5 p. m.

General : The rebels have been beaten at Paducah. Captain
Odlin, my assistant adjutant-general, informs me, since mine to
you at 12 m. to-day, that their loss is Brig. Gen. A. P. Thompson
and 300 men ; wounded not known.
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It appears that it was Faulkner, without artillery, with 1,500
infantry who took Union City, while Forrest with 4,000 and a bat-
tery were going toPaducah, and that they united in the attack. I

am advised of 13 killed and 40 wounded on our side ; it will proba-
bly exceed that. Forrest sent flag of truce three times, threatening
)io quarter if refused. Colonel Hicks and his command have behaved
in the most gallant manner. The report says : "The negroes fought
bravely, and worked the siege guns splendidly." The two gun-boats,
as they always do, did their work well.

The rebels held the town, and from buildings near the fort annoyed
the garrison. I am gratified to inform you that the town was shelled
and made a ruin over their heads. Colonel Hicks had warned the
people of the probable necessity of doing this, their rebel instincts

rendering it quite certain that the town would have not been thus
occupied without their consent. Under tliese circumstances the
result is important, and the damage to the town to be scarcely re-

gretted.

The enemy retreated toward Mayfield. I am warned to watch for
a demonstration upon Columbus, perhaps Cairo. The line is already
down between here and Columbus. The whole force there for duty
is 988 ; of all kinds here, 218. Paducah had 408.

The Fourth Division has left. General Vcatch will stop at Pa-
ducah a few hours. His orders from General Sherman to move being
imperative he could not promise to delay, but did give me hope of

aid if attacked here. Yoii are aware that Mound City and Cairo
supply our river navy, and, to a large extent, our army below ; to

lose these would be a repetition on a greater scale of Holly Springs.

I do not expect to lose either point, but do consider the danger immi-
nent. Where is Grierson's Ford ?

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

M. BRAYMAN,
Brigadier-General, Covimanding.

Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut,
Commanding Sixteenth Army Corps.

[Inclosures.]

Extract made from \log o/] Steam-hoat Tycoon.

Paducah was in flames when this boat -passed at 8 a. m. (26th).

Gun-boats were patrolling the river in front of the city. Steamer
White Cloud was a short distance below the city on the Kentucky
shore unloading troops. Steamers Louisville and Iowa were ferry-

ing citizens across to the Illinois shore. The stars and stripes were
floating over the fort. Met Liberty No. 2 at Metropolis.

H. A. SWEET,
Clerk.

From North Side of River,
Paducah, March 20, 18G4.

Lieutenant Mason,
Cairo :

The troops from Cairo just arrived. The enemy attacked us right

after dinner yesterday. We only had five or ten minutes' notice of

their a])proach. They attacked us in the fort about 1.30 or 2 o'clock,

but we kept them off. After firing on us for some time, they s(!nt in
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a flag of truce demanding surrender, and if not complied with, he
would make an assault on fort, and no quarter would he given. The
colonel answered that he would obey his superior officer's order and
not surrender. Their main force then retired into the center of the
town to pilfer and plunder, while their sharpshooters kept in houses
near the fort, picking off our men. There are about 10 or 1 2 of our side

killed, and 40 wounded ; on the rebels' 200 to 300, among whom is the
rebel Colonel Thompson. His head was knocked off his shoulders.

The negroes fought bravely, and worked the siege guns splendidly.

Theyburned headquarters and quartermaster's buildings. Our forces

are burning town nearest the fort. The gun-boats did good execu-
tion. Might say we ran out of ammunition, and could not have held
out long. Fortunate they did not make an assault. They ceased
firing at 11 o'clock last night. I had not time to fix my wires till

they surrounded us. My ofBce and property are safe. No officers

killed.

OPERATOR.

COLUMBtJS, Ky.,
March 27, 1864—11.30 a. m.

Maj.-Gen. S. A. Htjklbut,
Cominanding Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis, Tenn. :

Dear General : General Veatch declined aid and left Paducah at
daylight this morning. Faulkner, after taking Union City with
1,500 men, went to Hickman, robbed it, and last night was on his
way to meet Forrest, who was to join him after talcing Paducah.
Scouts just in and Hawkins' men who escaped from Faulkner on the
way to Hickman, tell the same story, and Colonel Hicks telegraphed
me at 10 this morning that his scouts say the same. Forrest is evi-

dently coming back according to arrangements without succeeding
at Paducah. If not too much crippled, their presence here may be
expected. I came down in the night with all the men not on provost
duty at Cairo, only 200 however, and shall stay until the result
transpires. I regret the smallness of my force, but shall do very
well with this. Do not be disturbed if Grierson is within your call.

Can he not cut off this force while in this corner ? They are taking
horses and property in the interior. I can only take care of the river.
Colonel Hicks telegraphed me that his scouts killed the rebel guer-
rilla Colonel Crampman [Crossland ?] and 7 of his men 6 miles south
of Mayfield at 10 o'clock last night. ^ »

Respectfully, yours,
M. BRAYMAN,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Headquarters District of Cairo,
Cairo, HI., March 30, 1864.

Colonel : After parting with General Huflbut at 3 a. m. of the
25th, I returned to Cairo in time to look to Paducah. I borrowed
two regiments of General Veatch and sent them up. Colonel Hicks
and the gun-boats had beaten the enemy in a series of desperate
engagements before the aid arrived.

After daylight on Saturday, the 2Gth, the enemy came up but
made no attack. Colonel Hickis not having reported, I cannot fur-

nish authentic particulars.
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On the night of the 2Gth demoiibtraiions again were made toward
Columbus. I went down with all the men that could be spared from
this place—about 200 ; no attack followed, but during the next day
I had information of the presence of the enemy at Moscow and Clin-
ton. 10 miles out, and of their disposition to attack during the night
of Sunday. They did not, but fell back to Mayfleld. Fearing an-
other attack on Faducah, I returned and advised Colonel Hicks,
sending him ammunition and supplies. He, last night at 8.30, tele-

graphed me that they were again approaching, and that he had drawn
the convalescents into the fort and was ready. The Westmoreland,
with the First Alabama Cavalry, had just left for the Tennessee. She
was ordered by telegraph to report to Colonel Hicks. The Fortieth
Illinois Infantry (Colonel Hicks' regiment) being here awaiting trans-

portation home by rail, was put on board the Raymond, and at 5 this

a. m., in time for an attack just impending, reported, adding about
800 men to Colonel Hicks' means of defense.

It is now noon, and I have no further information. I am satisiied

from the concentration of the enemy at Mayfield, from their threats
and plans made known to me by those hearing them, and from the
reports of Colonel Hicks, that they intend an attack. Their parties,

their spies, and scouts are near us on the opposite bank. Some have
been across, and the utmost vigilance is necessary, as they seem dis-

posed to tire us out, catch us unprepared at some point, and retrieve

their loss.

I have information just from Columbus about 500 furloughed
rebel.s in the vicinity to concentrate to-day.

I think all will go south without further attack.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
M. BRAYMAN,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Lieut. Col. T. H. Harris,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

Cairo, III.,

April IG, 1864—9 p. m.

Fort Pillow destroyed, evacuated, and guns removed. The river

is clear. The transports accumulated here are going down. A gun-
boat lies off Fort Pillow to protect them. ..The printed accounts of

the massacre fall short of the reality. An investigation and report

will be made. The enemy still threaten Paducah and Columbus,
but cannot take them. One hundred guerrillas fired on gun-boat op-

posite Metropolis last nig:ht without effect. Memphis undisturbed,

but guerrillas along the river.

M. BRAYMAN,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Adjutant-General United States. ^

Cairo, III.,

June G, 18G4.

Sir : I transmit herewith a printed copy of my report of opera-

tions in the District of Cairo during my brief command. For con-

venience, to save writing, it was printed, not published.

I am desirous that the evident inadvertence through which I am
out of command may be corrected. When I reported to General
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Sherman at Vicksburg the subject of my going to Natchez was
mentioned, but that had been provided for, and I was assigned to

General Hurlbut and to Cairo. Now I am, though not relieved,

superseded.
Yours, &c.,

M. BRAYMAN,
Bric/adier-General of Volunteers.

Lieut. Col. R. M. Sawyer,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headquarters District of Cairo,
Cairo, III, May 2, 18G4.

Sir : I beg leave, respectfully, to report operations within this

district during the period of my command

:

On March IG, being then at Memphis, I was assigned by Special
Orders, No. Gl, headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps, to the District

of Cairo, relieving Brig. Gen. Hugh T. Reid.
Arriving at 3 a. m. of the 19th, I entered upon duty at 11 the same

morning, headquarters being at Cairo.
My command comprised the rivers from the mouth of the Tennessee

to Island 10, 160 miles, with interior territory in Western Kentucky
and Tennessee.
Occupied places, with the force at each, were as follows : Paducah,

Col. S. G. Hicks, 408 men ; Cairo, Col. J. I. Rinaker, 231 men ; Co-
lumbus, Col. William H. Lawrence, 998 men ; Hickman, Capt. J. W.
Cogswell, 51 men ; Island 10, Capt. R. M. Ekings, 162 men ; Union
City, Col. I. R. Hawkins, 479 men ; aggregate, 3,329 men. About
three-fourths of these men were colored—a portion of them, say 500

—

not yet mustered into service, and commanded by officers temporarily
assigned awaiting commission. Of the white troops at river posts,
one-half were on detached local duty, as guards, &c.
The fortifications were in a broken condition, unfinished and neg-

lected. Guns were dismounted and otherwise unfit for service.

Ammunition was deficient and defective. A body of cavalry at
Paducah were not mounted, and only part of those at Union City.
Mound City, attached to the post of Cairo, 8 miles above, on the

Ohio, was guarded by some 50 invalids ; that was the naval station
and depot of the Mississippi Squadron, tfhere gun-boats received their
repairs, armaments, crews, and supplies. Public property averaging
$5,000,000 in value was constantly at that point. Capt. A. M. Pen-
nock was in charge. At Cairo, also, in addition to a naval wharf-
boat and other floating depositories of arms, munitions, and naval
supplies for the Western Navy, amounting to many millions in value,
were transports and shipping laden with army supplies. In a word,
the operations of the army and navy of the Mississippi and its de-
pendencies on either side depended upon tli^ safety of the public
property at the two points named.
The river towns and those portions of Kentucky and Tennessee

not in possession or under the shadow of our arms, were under in-

surrectionary control. Between those rebels who had taken the oath
and remained within our lines and their brothers who were in arms
without, full fraternity and correspondence existed. I found the
interior portions of the district, therefore, infested by armed bands
of guerrillas, engaged in murder and pillage, and supplied by their
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friends at our posts witli such articles as the spoil of their loyal
neighbors failed to yield.
The laxity of trade regulations, the activity of disloyal persons

who, having taken the oath, carried on illicit traffic under our pro-
tection and favor, and, too often, the complicity of our own officers
who shared their crimes and their profits, constituted the efficient
means by which disloyalty was fed and the enemy, encouraged to
remain ; honest, loyal men of course being the deepest sufferers.
That section was of course the scene of constant depredations,

spreading alarms, and often exciting expectations of formidable
attacks upon our occupied posts.
On the 23d of March, Colonel Hawkins, commanding at Union

City, 26 miles from Columbus, on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad,
advised me that he apprehended trouble—Colonel Hicks also report-
ing threatening demonstrations in his neighborhood—apparently the
work of the armed bands infesting the country. At night Colonel
Hawkins reported Forrest at Jackson, Tenn., 61 miles distant, with
7,000 men. The resxilt proved him much nearer. I took measures
to ascertain the condition of things and afford needed relief.

Of my own command I had not over 150 men for movement, and
these only by leaving Cairo in charge of a provost-marshal's guard.
However, some regiments and detachments of General Veatch's
Fourth Division, of the Sixteenth Army Corps, were awaiting at
tliis point the arrival of transports from Saint Louis, to carry them
up the Tennessee, under urgent orders from General Sherman.
General Veatch being at Evansville, Ind., I applied to Captain

Fox, his assistant adjutant-general, who consented to place at my
disposal 2,000 men, if needed during the night, I engaging to return
them in time to go forward without delay on arriv^ of their boats.
General Sherman telegraphed me: "Has General Veatch and com-
mand started up the Tennessee ? If not, start them at once !

"

Down to this time it was uncertain whether Paducah or. Union
City was the real object of attack. I informed Colonel Hawkins by
telegraph that he would receive aid, directing him to fortify and
keep well prepared. At about 4.30 o'clock in the morniug of the
24th, I became satisfied that Union City was the point of attack.

Boats were taken and I embarked at 10 with the Twenty-fiftli*Wis-
consin, Lieutenant-Colonel Rusk ; the Thirty-fifth New Jersey, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Henry, being part of the First Brigade, under Col-
onel Montgomery; and the Thirty-secoad Wisconsin, Major De
Groat, and Seventeenth New York, Colonel Grower, part of the Sec-

ond Brigade under Colonel Howe, numbering about 2,000 men.
Disembarking at Columbus and taking cars, with the addition of

Sparrestrom's battery and a few scouts, I proceeded 20 miles—within 6

miles of Union City—and there learned with pain and surprise that
Colonel Hawkins had surrendered at 11 a. m., and had, with his
force, been removed and his fortifications destroyed. I immediately
returned, and at 3 o'clock the next morning delivered General
Veatch's regiments at Cairo, ready to go up the Tennessee.
While going out from Columbus I received the following dispatch

from General Sherman, then at Nashville

:

* * * I am willing he (Forrest) should be up in that neighborhood if the peo-
ple don't manifest friendship. Don't divert any troops bound up the Tennessee on
that account.

No other available force being at my disposal, the movements of

the enemy and the length of his stay in the interior and the question
of fighting or expelling him were not for my consideration, except as
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related to the safety of the posts on the rivers. With respect to Union
City, it was my purpose to bring in the garrison and have General
Veatch's men at Cairo in time to comply with General Sherman's
order concerning them. While I was willing to risk much to re-

lieve and rescue a garrison supposed to be yet engaged in gallant de-
fense, I could do nothing to mitigate the accomplished misfortune
of a surrender. So far as I have information, the f6rce to which
the surrender was made falls short of 1,500, and without artillery

—

the larger portion of Forrest's army, say 4,000, having gone north in
the direction of Paducah.

Colonel Hawkins, being a prisoner, had no opportunity to report.

I supply the deficiency by furnishing herewith (marked A and B)
the official statements of Capt. T. P. Grajr and Lieut. E. W. Helmer,
of Colonel Hawkins' command, who participated in the battle, were
included in the surrender, and afterward escaped.
When it is considered that the garrison was within substantial

fortification ; that the enemy had no artillery ; that they had been
three times repulsed ; that the loss of the garrison was insignificant,
and the men anxious to fight, and t]iat aid was at hand, it is to be
regretted that a flag of truce should have produced a result which
arms had failed to achieve.

I add that on the morning of the 24th, anticipating an attack upon
Hickman. I sent a boat and brouglit away the small garrison. While
holding firmly the strong points on the river, so as to protect their
navigation. I deprecate the policy of occupying exposed points with
feeble garrisons. Such places are subject to capture and serve but
an evil purpose, being too often mere dens of smugglers and contra-
band traders from whence the guerrilla bands draw their supplies,
the occupancy benefiting, not us, but them.
A force of some 1,300 afterward went to Hickman, and without

molestation carried off large quantities of supplies.

On tlie 2oth, Paducah was attacked. I herewith furnish a copy of
the official report of Colonel Hicks (marked C), inviting special at-
tention therelo.

The defense was conducted with conspicuous gallantry. The con-
duct of Colonel Hicks and his entire command was noble in the
highest degree.

Colonel Hicks, though suffering and partially disabled by wounds
received at Pittsburg Landing, met every responsibility, braved
every danger, and performed every*diity with the vigor of youth, the
judgment of the experienced soldier, and the pluck of a hero who
knows not how to fail. I commend liim to the favorable notice of
the Government. I cannot refrain from special reference to the fidel-

ity and courage of the black soldiers, who, though not mustered nor
paid, and without regular organization or officers, fought bravely and
patiently to the end.

Attention is also called to the threat of indiscriminate slaughter
made by Forrest, should his demand for a suBjender be refused. An
intimation of the same character was made at Union City and after-
ward at Columbus. The shocking manner in which these threats
were carried into effect at Fort Pillow proves that the rebel leaders
deliberately in4ended to perpetrate the crimes which were there com-
mitted.
During the engagement a portion of the city of Padiicah was

destroyed. This was necessary. The rebels took possession of the
town, our forces retiring to the fort. Their shari)shooters fired with
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deadly effect upon our men at the guns from the windows of houses
;

they also fired upon the gun-boats from buildings fronting the river.
It was necessary to dislodge them. It was done.
There are a few loyal families in Paducah. I learn with regret

that some of these were damaged. I have no regrets for the losses
of those who sympathized with the enemy ; who invited and wel-
comed them. It is true that many such have taken the oath and
wear a disguise of loyalty, but only to enjoy more fully the benefits
of trade and safe means of aiding their friends in arms. I feel
iissured that the attack would not have been made unless invited,
and am satisfied that the retribution which the necessities of war
brought upon the city falls far short of that which justice wouM
warrant. After the repulse the enemy retired, and on the 27th
threatened Columbus. I repaired to that point with such available
men as were at hand (General Veatch's men having gone up the
Tennessee) and awaited an attack. Slight skirmishing occurred,
but without results.

The enemy remained for the succeeding two weeks in the imme-
diate vicinity, engagedin depredationsupon the property of unarmed
citizens, stealing horses, enforcing the conscription, and carrying
away the supplies of goods which had accumulated in the neighbor-
hood and awaited their coming.
On April 13, a force appeared in front of Columbus. I furnish

report of Colonel Lawrence, commanding, with the correspondence
growing out of the demand for a surrender, marked D. No attack
Avas probably intended, but the terms in which the surrender was
demanded are significant in connection with the massacre at Fort
Pillow.
On the succeeding day, the 14th, an attempt was made on Paducah,

for details of which, and the conduct of the rebels, reference is made
to the report of Colonel Hicks herewith submitted, marked E. This
report discloses the same gross violations of the flag of truce and
depredations committed under its protection, as on almost every
occasion where that emblem was resorted to. The facts show that
in nearly every case the flag of truce was sent forward for unlawful
purposes.

I judge the forces of Forrest which remained so near us for some
three weeks to number 6,500, with a battery of light artillery. Ref-
erence to the maps will indicate the advantages which such a force
of mounted men possessed. After th^ Ifcss of Union City I had
about 1,700 men occupying the river posts from Paducah to Island
10, 160 miles. The river from Columbus to Paducah is a circle, 70
miles by river, about 40 by land. The enemy, lying midway and
equidistant from Paducah, Cairo, and Columbus, a few hours' ride
broiight them in front of either. These places were protected by
shifting disposable forces from one to another, governed by the
enemy's movements.
Regiments or detachments accidentally detainedjiere were used on

pressing occasions, being promptly furnished by officers in com-
mand. But such forces, being destined to other points of duty,
could not be used though urgently aj)plied for.

On the 3d of April, Major-General Sherman telegraphed me :

The more men Forrest has, and the longer he stays about Mayfield, the better
for us. * * *

And on the 13th :

* * * I hope Forrest will prolong his visit in that neighborhood. * * *
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Thus it is apparent that in addition to my having no force at my
disposal adequate to the pursuit and expulsion of Forrest from the

neighborhood, that result was not desirable. The whole matter was
settled by my superior officers, in whose comprehensive plans the

one act transpiring here was but a disturbing incident. Satisfactory

information reached me during these disturbances of an attempted
co-operation between the rebels and persons in sympathy with them
in Illinois. Signal rockets and beacon lights were displayed on each

side of the river between Cairo and Metropolis, evincing a common
design. Spies and suspicious persons were found in the neighbor-
liood of Mound City and Cairo seeking access to public property and
shipping. A report came in that an officer in Forrest's command
was actually organizing an armed band in a neighboring county. A
party went out and broke up the band, the rebel officer escaping
across the river.

On the night of the 16th, a gun-boat patrolling the river near
Metropolis, captured a trading boat on the Illinois shore, having
concealed a quantity of new rebel uniforms, and other evidences
were found of its being used as a rebel recruiting station for receiv-

ing volunteers from Illinois. A gun-boat was fired upon by guer-
rillas opposite Mound City. It became necessary to order the seiz-

ure and destruction of all ferries and craft used in crossing the
river, Thus the crossing of armed bands, spies, and contraband
goods was checked.
On assuming command I found the railroad operated from Colum-

bus to Union City, 26 miles, at the expense of the Government, and
used to carry out supplies which went mostly into disloyal hands
or were seized by Forrest. The road from Paducah to Mayfield was
t)porated by its owners. Enormous quantities of supplies were car-

j'ied to convenient points and passed into the hands of the rebel
army. I found this abuse so flagrant that I issued a general order
stopping all trade. I furnish a copy marked F. I may safely as-

sume that these supplies were intended for the enemy. Without
tliem that large force could not have remained so long, and probably
would not have come at all. The presence of that force brought
Western Kentucky again under insurrectionary control, and so it

still remains. The disloyal citizens are open and avowed in their
•letermination to kill, plunder, and expel from their homes all loyal
men, and freely declare that none but such as sympathize with them-
selves shall take any part in the apprijaching elections. I saw that
unless protected in their efforts to protect themselves these loyal
men of Western Kentucky must give way, and the country remain,
not dead to the Union, but alive with active effort to destroy it.

Those few loyal Union men have been sorely tried. Their fidelity

to theii- country and flag, like the faith of the early Church, has
withstood the fires of relentless persecution. Reverencing a faith
sliown by such works, and wishing to save to them their right to life

and property and home, and their right of suffrage, I caused to be
organized, under proper military regulation Smd restraints, such of
tlicm iis wished to be enrolled and armed for the purpose of destroy-
ing the bands of robbers and guerrillas that infested their neighbor-
hoods. Accordingly a company was formed at Paducah, and another
at C(jlumbus, atid they are doing good and gallant service. Their
committees report that this policy carried out and they sustain' d,

they will drive out the armed marauders, silence their sympathizers,
and hold Western Kentucky to its allegiance.
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On withdrawing his main force from this neighborhood, the enemy-
fell upon Fort Pillow, 160 miles below in the Memphis district. The
sad termination of that affair has been doubtless fully reported by
the proper officers. I had the honor, however, to transmit to Major-
General Sherman and to the Secretary of War a mass of testimony
on that subject to which, with my communication transmitting the
same, dated April 28, I respectfully refer. I was enabled also to

luniish Messrs. Wade and Gooch with information on that subject
ii ir the use of the committee they represented. All disclose a policy

' k'liberately adopted, a premeditation well considered; the more than
sfU'age acts at Fort Pillow being but the natural and intended result.

I wish to state that during my short period of service here, the
navy has borne a conspicuous part in all operations. The Peosta,
(.'aptain Smith, and Paw Paw, Captain O'Neil, joined Colonel Hicks
.it Paducah, and with gallantry equal to his own shelled the rebels

nut of the buildings from which their sharpshooters annoyed our
troops. A large number took shelter in heavy warehouses near the

V i vxT and maintaiiied a furious fire upon the gunboats, inflicting some
injury, but they were promptly dislodged and the buildings de-

stroyed. Fleet Captain Pennock, of the Mississippi Squadron, repre-

senting Admiral Porter in his absence, and Lieutenant-Commander
Sliirk, of the Seventh Division, who had charge above Cairo and on
tlie Tennessee, were prompt, vigilant, and courageous, and co-oper-

ated in everything. That the river line was kept open, considering

ilie inadequate force at my control, I regard as due in a great degree

t < > the co-operation of the navy.
Cairo, at the confluence of the two great rivers, and the ga,teway

i lir(jugh Avhich all military and naval supplies for operations in this

rtion of the Union must pass, will doubtless require military

i'fense in future years. I recommend that suitable fortifications

r' made, none now existing worth the name. The work now stand-

ing is incapable of efficient use. The magazine was constructed in

1 8IJ1, and is so damp as to destroy ammunition in a few days. It is

safe to estimate the value of stores thus rendered useless at ten times

ilio cost of a pi'oper place for their storage.

The quantities of quartermaster and commissary stores and army
a;i:l naval supplies which are handled here are exceeded at but few
points in the country, yet no buildings of adequate capacity or with

an V I'eference to security from fires and floods have been provided.

Thousands of our brave soldiers are freqjiently landed here, often

;it night and diiring storms; and it must continue to be so, for

til is liiust remain the great point of reshipment, yet no proper bar-

racks are provided. Oftentimes during the past two months our

iv'-vinifuits have spent the nights in the open air, deep in the mud,
and assailed by storms. The Soldiers' Home, under the benevolent

(•a)(! of the Sanitary Commission, provides temporary food and
siK-!ter, but is inadequate to the demand. A Soldiers' Restbelong-

ini;- to the Government, under military control, and provided for by
! 1 n i torni appropriations, is needed. Then, soldiers Arriving and need-

iui>- temporary accommodations while awaiting transportation, could

l)(>'t:iken under military surveillance and at once made at home.
_
Now,

navticularly when arriving without officers, they are left in the

stret>t, to become the prey of sharpers and victims of the many
femptations which beset them.

:>:] n R—vol, xxxii, VT i
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I earnestly recommend these several matters to the attention of the

Government, fuUv persuaded tluit the safety of its property, the

efficient and safe transaction of its vast and increasing business at

this point, and the comfort and character of its soldiers and sailors

require liberal api^ropriations to that end.

Having already made reference to the conduct of Col. S. G. Hicks,

commanding at Paducah, I will add tliat Col. W. H. Lawrence,
Thirty-fourth New Jersey, comnumding at Columbus, as well as

Captains Cogswell and Ekiugs. commanding detachments from the

same regiment at Hickman tuid Island 10, evinced exemijlary fidel-

ity and courage. Col. John I. Riujikcr. One hundred and twenty-
second Illinois, now commanding the post of Cairo, is a gallant and
meritorious officer, vigilant in tlie performaiice of duty, and wise
and just in administration. Capt. J. H. Odlin, assistant adjutant-

general, and First Lieut. Charles B. Smith, aide-de-camp, have on
all occasions been bi'ave, vigilant, and faithful in duty, and I com-
mend the various officers of the staff for the honorable manner in

which their various and often most responsible duties have been met.
In pursuance of Special Orders, No. 34, hcadf[uarters Military Di-

vision of the Mississippi (Major-General Sherman), and letter of

instructions from Major-General McPherson, commanding Depart-
ment and Army of the Tennessee, dated April 20, 1864, Brig. Gen.
H. Prince proceeded to Columbus, Ky., and on the 28th of April
assumed command of that district. The district was in the letter of

instructions defined by metes and bounds, lying wholly on the east
side of the rivers, not including nor i-eferring to the post of Cairo.

I was assigned to the command of the District of Cairo, which
included the post of Columbus, by Special Orders,No. Gl , headqiiarters
Sixteenth Army Corps (Major-General Hurlbut), and entered ujDon
duty March 19, 1864. No order has come to my knowledge relieving
me of that duty, nor any order making Cairo any part of the district

to which General Prince was assigned. Tliat tlie record may be
intelligible, I refer to the accompanying papers )jiarked G for expla-
nation.

I am, therefore, after this day witliout tLe command to which I

Avas assigned, though not relieved by any order. It did not comport
with my self-respect nor my sense of Avhat vras due the service to
accept a controversy with a senior oiiicer in a matter pi'obably re-
sulting from inadvertence.
Having communicated these facts*to Major-General Washburn,

my superior officer, and the Adjutant-General (jf the Army, and
awaiting instructions,

I remain, very respectfully, your <jbedient sei'vaiit,

M. BRAYMAN,
Brujadier-Gcneml of Volunteers.

[Inclosure F.*]

General Orders, | Headquarters District of Cairo,
No. 15.

\
Cairo, III, A^wil 2, 1864.

The large quantities of supplies which through permits (too freely
granted), as well as by evasion of established regulations, have been
can'ied into tlie interior of Western Kentucky, now partially under
insurrectionary control, are now in the hands of the rebel forces
affording them aid and comfort. Such supplies furnish an induce-

*For inclosiu'es A to E, see reports of Gray. TloIm>»v. Hicks, and Lawrence,
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mont to hostile incursions and support the marauders while making
tliem, and it may be presumed that they were shipped and transported
ti) the interior for that very purpose. To prevent the continuance of
tliis abuse, and for the purpose of stopping tiie enemy's supplies, it

is. in Hccorda]ice with instructions from corps headquarters, ordered:
I. All permits for the Ian' ling of goods, supplies, or articles of sale

of any description between Paducah (including that point) and
Memphis are suspended, and no such goods will be landed until
further orders

;
jjeremptory seizure and arrest being the penalty for

violation.

II. Steamers will not malce landings, nor receive or discharge pas-
sengers or freight on the Kentucky shore between Padticah and
Cairu, nor on either shore between Cairo and Memphis, except at
Columbus, Island 10, and Fort Pillow, except under armed convoy
and under ordei's of a competent militaTy or naval officer.

III. Ferry-boats, trading boats, skiffs, and other irregular craft
ai-o being used for conveyance of spies, traitors, and contraband sup-
liles for the enemy's use. No further crossing of the river by such
Ixiats, ferries, or other craft between Paducali and Memphis will be
a Uowed. The military and naval officers will promptly arrest all

persons offending, with their effects, and, in their discretion, hold
or destroy all such boats, &c.

IV. The commanding officers at Paducah and Columbus will retain
under their control all engines and cars, and permit no running of

trains except for military purposes and under their orders.

Y. Officers of the Treasury Department are respectfully advised
of the existence of this order, and enjoined to cause its due observ-
ance.

By order of Brig. Gen. M. Brayman :

J. H. ODLIN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Inclosure G.]

Hdqrs. Dept. and Army of the Tennessee,
Huntsville, Ala., April 19, 1864.

Brigadier-General Bkayman,
Commanding District of Cairo:

General: Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant has ordered three regiments
i'r'iin Saint Louis with Avhich to re-enfor«e -Paducah, Cairo, and Co-
lumbus, and to feel out toward Union City. Union City is not to be
occupied as a post, but visited frequently by scouting parties and
]iatr<jls.

Paducah and Columbus are to be held at all hazards, and all other

] Kjints south of the Ohio in your jurisdiction which are weak and
exposed must be evacuated.

Colonel Hicks remains in command at Paducah, and Brigadier-

General Prince is ordered to take command of Columbus, Ky.
All troops along the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers must strike at

the enemy wherever he is in reach, and strike hard.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. B. McPHEESON.
Special Orders, ) Hdqrs. Mil. Div. of the Mississippi,

No. 34. f Nashville, Tenn., April 34, 1864.

I. Brig. Gen. Henry Prince, U. S. Volunteers, will proceed to

Columbus, Ky., and assum,e command of that district, reporting by
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letter and telegraph to Maj. Gen. Jamea B. McPlierson, command-
ing Department ol: the Tenness e, Huntsville, Ala., and Ma.i. Gen.
V.C. Washburn, commanding, &c., at Memphis, Tenn., for detailed

insti'iietious.

>.. * :K * =; * '

By order of Mai. Gen. W. T. Sherman :

R. M. SAWYER,
Aisi'^lcmt Ailj idaiit- Gciie ral

.

Hd^ks. Dept. -.M) Akmy Of thk Tennessee,
Hjui/.yrillr, Jla., Jjn-il iiO, IsiM.

liiig. Gen. Henky Reinoe :

(Care of Commanding Uflicui', Cairo, IJI.)

Generai^: In accordance with in.structions frnju Limii. Gen. U. 8.

Grant, you are hereby assigned to the command of the Defenses and
".District of Columbus, Ky.
This district will include Paducah, and will embrace all that por-

ti!iu of Kentucky and Tennessee v/est of the Tennessee River, and
jiortli of a line running from the Big Sandy, west through Paris to
the Obion River, and thence along to tlie Mississippi River. You
must not understand, hov/ever, that you are expressly limited to

this section in your operations. If the enemy makes his appearance
and ji'ou can strike him to advantage, do so, without i-egai'd to dis-

trict lines, and follow him as long as you can do so advantageously.
All the forces along the Ohio and Mississipj)i Rivers in this depjirt-

jiient must strike the enemy whenever and wherever they can. At
liresent the forces within your jurisdiction are in a sort of transition
.-.tate, a portion of them being for a special purpose. As soon as it

can be done with safety, I want all the detaciimeids and the battery
Ijeionging to the Seventeenth Army Corps sent to Cairo to join Iheir
respective divisions, which ar(^ (.)rdeved to rendezvous at that place.

Three regiments of infantry have been ordered from Saint Louis with
wliich to re-enforce Paducah, Cairo, and Columbus. Ky., and to feel

out toward Union City. Union City, however, is n<;t to be held
pernianently, but visited frequently by patrols and scoiiting parties.

Piuliicfdi, Cairo, Columbus, Mempliis, Vicksburg, and Natchez are
\i) lie held at all hazai'ds. All points which are weak and ex])osed
imist be evacuated. The system of small isohitod ])Os(s is a bad one.
Tiicy add very little to the safely of iiftAigation on the river or the
si'i'urity of the country, and are liable to be surpri.-ed and cajrtured.

A r{>w strong posts, with good defensive worJvS, nnd a Ihorough sy,s-

ti'in (jf scoiits and patrols, with, gun-ljoais ruuniiiiv uj) and down the
river, will accomplish our object much belter. i\s soon, as the vet-
I'v.iM regiments belonging to the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Army
C'lips. now on furlough, return, your force will be I'egularly as-
si'/ned and tlioroughly organized. You will make your regular
rcpcji'ls and returns to the headcjuarters of the commanding ollicer

JJistrici; of Memphis, Memphis, Tenn. '^

Very resijecttuUy, your obedient ser\ant,
JAS. B. Mcpherson.

General Orders.] Columbus, Ky.,
Jpril 38, 1804.

Pursuant U) Special Orders, No. lil, dated 1

1

oh d quarters Military
Division of the Mississip])i, NashviJ]e,_ Teiin., April .'M, I,S(i4, the uii-

dersin'ued assumes connuand nf tlii^ district.
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Tile cliicf (iffi(-(''i's of tht' stafP departments l)felongiiig- to the heaa-
(juiiitcrs <jt' tlie district (ut present located in Cairo) will forthwith
re])(jrt in person to the undersigned at this place. The assistant
itdjntant-general will transfer his office, inclnding all th(! I'ecords of
tli(^ district, to this jolace to-morrow.
The necessary transportation to cxecnte these orders will he fur-

nished by the quartermaster.
HExNTRY PRINCE,

Bri(ja<li('r-()f'i)fr(il of ]'ohmterrs.

UKAixji'Atn'Kiis District ^>v C'Aiito,

(kiiro. 111.. Mail I. I SCI.

Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut,
Commandiny >iixieenth Arrnij Corpa

:

Sir : Your Special Ordei's, No. Gl, ;\ssigned me totl)e command of
The District of Cairo.
General Sherman's Special Orders, No. :3-l (A])ril 9A. 1804), directs

Brig. Gen. H. Prijice '" to proceed to Colinnbus and assume (•omman<1
of that district."

General McPherson's letter of instructions to General Prince,
April 20, assigns General Prince "' to the command of tlie De-
fenses and District of Columlms, Ky.", and describes Ihis district

by metes and bounds—being on the east side of the rivers—exclud-
ing, or rather not referring to, the post of Cairo.

General Prince, by his order, April 2S, issued from Columbus,
assumes '" command of tins district."

In the same order he directs 7ny staff officers, located at Cairo, to

report to him at Columbus, also my adjxitant to transfer his otlice,

records, &c., to Columbus.
General Sherman's orders seem to include Cairo; General McPher-

son's letter otherwise.
General Prince, as shown by his order, i;nderstands his command

tf) include Cairo.
I have not been relieved by any order fnjin the command I as-

sumed under yours.
Personally. I make no question, being pre] lared to obey lawful or-

ders and perform any duty, but there is confusion and doubt for

which I am not accountable. I therefore solicit your order—being a
ilistrict commander without a district, unless it be Cairo, which is a
pnsi , having a commander, &c. - '•

Yours, &c.,
M. BRAYMAN,

]iritjfif]i.pr-fif'iipr(d of M)hnUeprs.

Headquarters District of Cairo,
Cairo, III, May 2, 18G4.

Brig. Gen. H. Prince,
Commanding District of Colnmmifi

:

^
Sir : Since our conversation yesterday evening, Majoi'-General

Hurlbut has directed me to continue on duty as before, as to Cairo,

omitting all that pertains to the other side of the river. Accordingly
I resumed bitsiness tlws m-orning, and my staff olBcers report to me
for duty as before ; my headquartei's also remaining as before.

I have directed to be pre])ared for your i;se such original records, o)-

copies thereof, as may be most agreeable and useful to you. I agree
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with you tluit Cairo slionld be a part of your district, aud douLt uot

it will soon be so. At present I am governed by instructions of a

superior officer, and when placed in such official relation as to make
it proper, shall with entire readiness and pleasiire be governed by
yours.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
M. BRAYMAN,

Brigad ier- Oeii erul.

Headquarters District of Cai];o.
(Uiiro. 111. May :>, l!Sf;4.

Brig. Gen. H. Prince,
Commanding District of Cohimhvs

:

Sir : Under verbal instructions from Major-Gencral Hurl})ut, I

this morning resumed the transaction of official business and so ad-
vised you by note.

Since that time General Hurlbut has been relieved from command.
I recognize the necessity of Cairo being a part of the disti-ict placed
under your command, thovigh the instnictiojis of General McPher-
son led General H. to a different conclusion, aided by the fact that
I am not relieved in the usual manner.

I therefore return to our understanding of yesterday morning.
While waiting to be informed officially wh.ether it v.'a.s inteiided to

relieve me from command, I think it proper to rejiort to you for duty
as you may prescribe, leaving the apparent conflict of jurisdiction in

which the business of the past few days has been involved, to l.)e ox-
plained where it originated.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. BRAYMAN,
Brigadier General of Volunteers.

Headquarters District of Cairo,
Cairo, III., April 28, 1804.

Sir : Having been so instructed by Major-General Sherman, com-
manding the Military Division of the Mississippi, I have the honor
to transmit such testimony as I have been able to prociire relative to

the late tragedy at Fort Pillow.
In some cases the reports of j?o:yiniissioned officers have been

received without oath, but nearly all the statements are sworn to in

the usual manner.
Many persons who could have testified fully are not now accessi-

ble, having separated.
Recognizing the exigency of the case, I prefer to transmit such as

could be obtained in the shortest time. With your aj^probation I

will add such as can be hereafter procured.
You will, however, find sufficient in these papers to enforce abso-

lute conviction upon all minds that violatioii* of the laws and usages
of civilized war, and of those obligations of common humanity
which even barbarous and heathen tribes in some sort obsei'\'e. liaA'e

been perpetrated.
Men and women who passed through the excitements of the battle,

as well as the horrors of an indiscriminate massacre, which I'aged

not only when the blood was hot and the judgment clouded by con-
flict, but which reached into the qixiet of the following day, most of
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tliem miitilated, hacked, and torn, and some while dying, haA^e pa-
tiently, calmly, and even with a fOTgiving spirit, told their pitiful
story. The solejnnities of an oatli niider such circumstances would
seem to be scarcelj^ required.

It may he added that these murders came not of sudden heat, con-
sequent upon battle and perpetrated by soldiers whom their officers

c(rald not control. The purpose to dc this very thing was avowed
beforehand by rebel officers in command. At Paducah threats of
indisci"iniinato murder were made ; at Columbus the slaughter of all

colored soldiers was threatened. These threats wore made in official

papers signed by the generals in command, and which are in our
])ossession. Verbal threats of the same character will in due time
be proven. By the casualty of war the fate intended for Paducah
and Columbus fell only upon Fort Pillow.

_
A full and formal report of military operations Avithin this district

since I had the honor to be assigned to its command will be for-

warded at the [end] of this month, to Avhich reference is made for
closer details.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. BRAYMAN,
Brigadier- General, Commandincj.

Hon. Edwin M. Stanton,
Secrefary of War, Wasliington City.

[Inclosnre No. 5='']

Testimony of Ransom Anderson (colored), private in Company B.
Sixth U. S. Heavj^ Artillery :

I do hereby certify that I am a member of Company B, Sixth U.
S. Heavy Artillery, and that I was in the battle of Fort Pillow on
the 12th day of April, A. D. 1804^, and that I was severely wounded
during the progress of the engagement. When the surrender oc-

curred I was taken j)risoner. I also certify that while a prisoner
and wounded I was further wounded by being cut in the head and
hands by one Lieutenant Williams, C. S. Army. I also certify that
I saw John Pritchard, of Company B, Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery,
shot while a prisoner and -while lying bj'^ my side upon the ground.
I also certify that I saw Coolie Pride, of the same regiment and the
same company, stabbed by a rebel soldier v/ith a bayonet and the
bayonet broken off in his body, after the^said Coolie f'ride had been
taken prisoner by the Confederates. On the morning of the 13th
day of April, A. D. 1804, after he had been taken prisoner, I saw
Daniel Lester shot dead by a rebel soldier.

Mound City, April 23, 1804.

RANSOM (his x mark) ANDERSON.

Witness :

John H. Baker,
Captain Company B, Sixth U. S. Heavy A.rtWery.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 23d day of April, 18G4, at
Mound City, 111.

WM. STANLEY,
Lieidenant and Provost-Marshal.

* For inclosures Nos. 1-4, see reports of William Cleary, W. FerKuson, F. A. Smith,
D. Van Horn, and John G. Woodruff, pp. OG:). r>71. oflS. o69, and 558, respectively.



520 KT., 8W. VA., TENN., JIISS., AI.A., AlVD N. GA. [Chap. XLIV.

[Iiiclosnre No. 6,

)

Cairo, III.,
April 23, 1804.

Elois Bevel, being duly sworn, deposes and says :

I am a citizen of Osceola, Ark. 1 was driven from my home by
guerrillas. I arrived at Fort Pillow, Tenn., on the night of tlio 1 llli

of April, 1864. I was at Fort Pillow during the cngagt-mcnf
l)etween the rebel forces under Forrest and ChalmerH an<l llie United
States garrison at that place on the ];2th of April iustant, ISO-l.

About sunup the alarm of rebels being in the fort wa.s received ti\

Major Booth's headquarters. I took a position where I could see all

that was done by the rebel and United States forces. Deponent
further saith : I saw the contraband camps in flames at different

points ; could see the skirmishers of the rebels. Signals were giAen
by Captain Bradford to Captain Marshall, of the Navy, commaml-
ing gun-boat No. 7, to shell them from post No. 1, which was in siglit

of the fort, which was done by Captain Marshall. Al)Out one hour
alter sunrise brisk skirmishing began. The biillets from rebel in-

fantry caused me to move from where I was and take position
behind a large stump near the fort where I could better see tlie

rebels who swarmed the bluff. The rebels were here so near the
gun-boat that the crew under Captain Marshall had to close their
ports and use their small-arms. At 1 p. m. the firing on both .sides

ceased ; a flag of truce was sent from the rebel lines to demand an
unconditional surrender. While the Hag of truce was aj^proachiiig
the fort I saw a battery of artillery moved to a better position \>y

the rebels, and saw their sharpshooters approaching the fort froin
another quarter. At 2 o'clock the fight began again; about fifteen
or twenty minutes after I saw a charge made by about 2,000 on the
breast-works, and near it on the bluff. Sharp fighting took place
inside the fort of about five minutes' duration. I saw their bayo-
nets and swords. I saw the Union soldiers, black and white, slaugh-
tered while asking for quarter; heard their screams for quarter," to
which the rebels paid no attention. About 100 left the fort and
ran down the bank of the bluff to the river, pursued by the rebels.
who surrounded them. In about twenty miniites every one of thciii.

as far as I could see, was shot down by the rel)els without meicy.
I left at this time, getting on the gun-boat. On Thursday, the 14{ii

of April, I met Captain Farris, of^Forrest's command, about ('> miles
from Fort PilloAV, at Plum Pointf hTs soldiers said they were linnt-
ing for negroes. I asked him if they took any prisoners al Fort
Pillow. He said they took some of the Thirteenth Tennessee, who
surrendered, but no others.

ELOIS BEVEL.
Signed and sworn to before me this 3:3d day of April, A. D. 18(14,

at Cairo, 111.

C. B. SMITH,
Lieutenant and Acting Assistc^t Adjutant-General.

[Inclosure No. 7.]

James R. Bingham, a resident of Fredonia, Chautauqua County,
N. Y., deposes and says:
He was, and has been, a clerk in a store at Fort Pillow overa year

previous to the 12th April instant. On learning early in the morn-
ing of the 12th instant that the post was to be attacked by the Con-
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I'lMli'vatfS ]h' -went iinmediatfly totlif^ fi)rt, and was ongaffcd witli a
iiiuskpt in defending tlie fort when General Clialmers was ropnlsed
twice. After this I was detailed to carry wounded down the liill,

on wliich the fort was situated, to the river bank, whore, beside a
largo log, I raised a red flag as a sign of a hospital—the flag was made
from part of a red flannel shirt. The last attack was made by Gen-
I'l-al Forrest in person, who headed the column.

,
Ferrest was

woimdod in tliree ])laces, and his horse shot under him.
Major Bootli. of tlie regular army, was in command. He ^va:^

killed about 11 o'clock by a sharpshooter, when Majcn' Bradford, of
tlu^ Tliirteenth Tennessee Eegiment, took command. Major Brad-
ford was taken prisoner and killed, near Judge Green's, some (> miles
fi-(jm the fort, while a prisoner.
When the Confederates rushed into the fort—liaving taken ad-

A'antage of a flag of truce to get their men close to the fort in a
ravine, and directly under the embankments—tliis force numbered
som p ] . 5! )0 with a large reserve in sight. As soon as the Confed erates
got. into tlie fort the Federals threAV down their arms in token of sur-
render, and many exclaimed, "We surrender." Immediately an in-

discriminate massacre commenced on both black and white soldiers.

Up to tlie time of the surrender I don't think more than from 20 to
25 had been killed, and not more than 15 wounded.

I was taken prisoner and when marching with other prisoners,
black and white, I saw the Confederates shoot and kill and wound
}nA]i wliito and black Federal prisoners. Some negroes were severely
bf-ateii. but still able to go along. Vfe were taken a few miles into
th(! (-ountry, when mj'self and a few otliors got relieved by General
McCuUoch, on the ground (jf being private citizens.

I saw General Forrest, and knew he was v/ounded. as l)efore stated.

There were fi'om 25 to 80 black soldiers carried off as pi'isoners, and
not over 30 to .'35 whites ; all the rest of that faithful and heroic gar-
rison, some 500 or 600 in number, vrere killed and wounded in action,

or murdered or woimded after the surrender. I saAV officers as well
as pi'ivates kill and wound prisoners, and heard them say, while
held a prisoner with them in the country, that they intended taking
the pi'isoners still farther into the country and making an example
of them.

Captain Bradfoi'd, of the Thirteenth Tennessee, was engaged witli

a blue signal flag, in connection with gun-boat No. 7. Captain Brad-
ford was ordered shot by General Fo»re«t, who said, ''Shoot that
man with the black flag."' This was after the sui-render. His body
Avas literally sliot to pieces. All, both black and white, fought man-
fiilly. I saw several negroes woanded, with blood running from
their bodies, stih engaged loading and firing cannon and nmskets
clieerfully. There was no giving way till 1,500 Confederates rushed
inside tlie fort ; most wei'e killed oi;tside the fort when prisoners.

The fort was defended successfully for. eight hours by from 500 to

(JOO men against 3.500 to 4,000 barbarians. I hoard Confederate offi-

cers say it was the hardest contested engagenient''*that Forrest had
ever been engaged in. I heard officers say they would never rec'og-

nize negroes as pi'isoners of war, but would kill them whenever
taken ; even if they caught a negro with blue clothes on (uniform)
they vv'ould kill him" Officers of negro troops were treated and mur-
dered the same as the negroes themselves. After lying in the woods
two days and nights, I was picked up by gun-boat No. 7, some 5

or 6 miles below the fort. On my return to the fort I saw and recog-
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iiized the remains of Lieutoiiaiir Ackei'strom. He had been nailed

to a honsp, and .snpposed burned alive. There were the remains of

2 negroes lying where the lionse burned. I was told they wen-
nailed to the floor. I also found a negro partially buried with his

head out of the ground alive. I went for assistance and water for

him. When I returned he was so near dead that no assistance could

save him. We sat l.)y him till he died.

I cannot recount but a small part of the barbarities I saw on that

fatal day, when hundreds of loyal soldiers were murdered in cold

blood.

JAS. R. BINGHAM.
Sworn before nie at Cairo, 111., this ISth day of A])ril, 18fi4.

JNO. H. MUNROE,
Assistavf Adj I ifant- General.

[Inclosure No. 8.]

Testimony of Hardin Cason, Company A, Sixth U. S. Heavy
Artillery :

I do hereby certify that I was in the engagement at Fort Pillow.
Tenn., on the 12th day of A^jril, A. D. 1804, and that I v/as woiinded
during the battle and then taken jjrisoner. I also certify that on
the following morning (being on the morning of the L'Sth of April,
A. D. 1864) I sav."^ Corpl. Robert Winston murdered by a I'ebel

soldier, Corporal Winst(m having been previously wounded during
the progress of the battle on the 13th. I also certify that I saw
several other men shot who had been taken prisoners, their names
not being known to me.
Mound City, April 23, 1804.

HARDIN (his x mark) CASON.
Witness

:

John H. Baker,
Cajjf. Co. B., Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored).

Sworn and subscribed to before me this Sod day of April. 1864,
at Moiind City. 111.

WM. STANLEY,
Lieutenant and Provofit-Marshal, Moinul City.

[Inclosure No. 0.]

Testimony of Corpl. Eli Cothel, Company B, Sixth U. S. Heavy
Artillery

:

I do herebj'- certify that I was wounded during the engagement at
Fort Pillow, Tenn. , on the 12th day of April, A. D. 1864.' I was shot
through the arm while thus a prisoner to the rebel forces. I saw 17
men thus shot, not knowing their names, after iirst being taken
prisoners.

Mound City, 111., April 2-3, 1804.

ELI (his X mark) COTHEL.
Witness

:

•

John H. Baker,
Capt. Co. B, Sixth U. S. Heary Aiiillery (colored).

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 23d daj^ of April, 1864,

at Mound City, 111.

WM. STANLEY,
Lieutenant and Assistant Provost-Marshal.
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[Inclosure No. lO.l

Stateraent of Corpl. William A. Dickey, Company B, Thirteenth
Tennessee Cavalry

:

I do hereby certify that I was at Fort Pillow, Tenn., on the 12th
day of April, A. D. 18GJ-, when that place was attacked by the rebel
General Forrest. I went into the fort at the commencement of the
action. We kept np a continual fire upon both sides' until about i

p. m.. wlren a fiag of ti'uce was sent in by the rebels, and while it

was ])eing considered the firing was ordered to cease. I also certify
that while this was going on I jjlainly saw the enemy consolidating
their forces and gaining positions they had been endeavoring to gain
without success. At the same time their men Vvrere plundering our
deserted camj). and stealing goods from the quartermaster's depot,
and from the stores of the merchants of the po.st. They also at the
same time 2)ut their sharpshooters into our deserted barracks, whence
they had fair view and were in fair range of our little garrison. The
firing recommenced after the flag of truce had retired. About one
liour thereafter the rebels stormed our works. They had no sooner
obtained the top of our walls when the negroes ran, and the whites,
obtaining no quarter, ran after them. The rebels followed closely,

shooting down all who came in the way, white and black. I also

certify that I was myself shot by a rebel soldier after I had surren-
dered, and while I had my hands up begging for mercy. I also cer-

tify that 1 saw the I'ebels shoot down ]() men, white soldiers, within
10 paces of me while they had their hands up supplicating quiU'ter.

I also certify that I saw i2 negro soldiers killed long after the}^ had
sui-rendered. I also certify that I saw the rebels throw several
negroes into the river while they were begging for life. One rebel

came to me and took my percussion caps, saying he had been killing

negroes so fast that his own had been exhausted ; he added that he
was going to shoot some more. I also certify that I saw negroes
thrown into tlie river by rebels, and shot afterward, while struggling
for life.

Mound City, April 23, A. D. 1SG4.

WM. A. (his X mark) DICKEY.

Witness:
William Cleary,

Second Lieut. Co. B, Thirteenth Tenn. Vol. Cavalry.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 2oth day of April, 18C4,

at Mound City, 111.

WM.. STANLEY,
Lieutenant and Assistant ProiH)st-Marslial.

[Inclosure No. 11.]

Testimony of Elias Falls, Company A, Sixth 'S. S. Heavy Artil-

lery

:

I do hereby certify that I was in the battle of Fort Pillow on the 1 Stli

day of April, A. D. 1864, and that I was taken prisoner by the rebels

and wounded whil» I was a prisoner. I was ordered with several

others to march up the hill, and we were fired upon while thus march-
ing. I was the second man shot while in the hands of the rebel offi-

cers, and obeying their commands while marching up the hill.
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Scvri'iil otliws, to my certain knowledge, were shot by tlie rebels on
this occasion.

Mound City, 111., April 23, 1804.

ELIAS (his X mark) FALLS.

Witness

:

John H. Baker,
Capiain Co. B, Sixth U. S. Hmvy Artillery {colored).

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 2.3d day of April, ].S(il, at

Monnd Citv. III.

WM. STANLEY,
Lieutenant and Assistunl Prucust-Marshal.

[Inclosure No. 18.]

Statement of Jason Souden, Company B, Thirteenth Tennessee
Cavalry

:

I do hereby certify that I Avas at Fort Pillow, Tenu., on the ]2th
of the present month, when it was attacked by the rebels imder Gen-
eral N". B. Forrest. I wasordered into the foi't at the commencement
of the engagement. We kept up a continual fire on both sides until

about 1 p. m., when a flag of truce was sent in and firing ceased.

While the flag of truce was being considered, I saw the enemy i)]u]i-

deriiig our evacuated quarters and moving their forces iip in bodies,

gettingthem in position. Wehadbeendrivingthem all the morning.
They were at the same time placing their sharpshooters in the biiild-

ings we had occupied as barracks. The object of the flag of truce
not having been agreed to, the firing again commenced. About one
hour afterward the enemy charged on our works in overwhelming
numbers, and the negro soldiers being jjanic-stricken dropped their
arms and ran down the bluff. The whites also, when they found
there was to be no quarter shown, also ran down the bluff. The
rebels ran after us shooting all they came to, botli black and white.
I also certify that I was myself shot after I had surrendered, and
while I had my hands up and was imploring them to showme mercy.
They also shot Sergeant Gwaltney, of my company, while he was
within 10 feet of me, after he had given up his revolver, and while he
liad his hands up crying out for mercy. They took his own revoh'er
and shot him throiigh with its contents twice through the liead. kill-

ing him instantly. I also certify that T saw the rebels .shoot in all (;

men who had surrendered, and who had their hands up asking quar-
ter. I further certify that 1 saw the rebels come about on the ensu-
ing morning, the 13th day of April, A. D. 1864, and dispatch several
of the colored soldiers of the Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery, wlio had
survived their wounds received on the previous day.
Mound City, 111., April 23, 1864.

JASON (his X mark) SOUDEN.
Witness

:

'^

William Clkary,
Second Lieid. Co. B, Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry.

Sworn and raibscribed to before me this 25tli day of April. 1804, at
Mound City, 111.

WM. STANLEY,
Lieutenant and Assistant Frovosl- Marshal.
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[Inclosure No. 13.]

Statement, of William J. Mays, Company B, Thirteenth Tennessee
Cavalry:

Mound City, April 18, 1864.

I was at Fort Pillow on the 12th of April, 1864, and engaged inthe
fight there. The pickets were driven in about 6 a. m., when skir-
mishers were thrown out to ascertain the position and number of
the enemy. The conti aband camp was then discovered to be on fire,,

nnd the firing of small-arms was heard in the same direction. The
skirmishing lasted about one hour, when our skirmishers were gradu-
al ly drawn back toward the fort on the bluff. They then attacked
the fort. Two assaults were made by them, and both repulsed.
Tiiis wa^ about 11 or 13 a. m., when a nag of truce was sent in de-
manding a surrender. While the flag was being received and the
firing suspended the enemy were moving their forces into position,
and occupied one position which they had been fighting to obtain all
day but had not been able to gain except under the protection of a
flag of truce._ It was from this position they made their heaviest
assault, it being impossible to bring our artillery to bear upon them.

Question. Do you think they could have taken the fort or that par-
ticular position had they not done so under cover of the flag of
truce ?

Answer. I do not ; they had been kept from it for six hours.
Question. What further took place ? Go on with your statement.
In about five minutes after the disappearance of the flag of truce

a general assault was made upon our works from every direction.
They were kept at bay for some time, when the negroes gave way
upon the left and ran down the bluff, leaving an opening through
which the rebels entered and immediately commenced an indiscrimi-
nate slaughter of both white and black. We all threw down our
arms and gave tokens of surrender, asking for quarter (I was
Abounded in the right shoulder and muscle of the back and knocked
down before I threw down my gun). But no quarter was given.
Voices were heard upon all sides, crying, "Give them no quarter; kill

tliem ; kill them ; it is General Forrest's orders." I saw 4 white men
and at least 25 negroes shot while begging for mercy, and I saw 1

negro dragged from a hollow log within 10 feet of where I lay, and
as 1 rebel held him by the foot another shot him. These were all

soldiers. There were also 2 negro women and 3 little children stand-
ing within 25 steps from me,when a rebel stepped up to them and said,

"Yes, God damn you, you thought you were free, did you?" and
sliot them all. They all fell, but 1 child, when he knocked it in the
liead with the breech of his gun. They then disappeared in the
direction of the landing, following up the fugitives, firing at them
wherever seen. They came back in about three-quarters of an hour,
sliooting and robbing the dead of their money and clothes. I saw a
man with a canteen upon him and a pistol in his hand. I ventured
to ask him for a drink of water. He turned around, saying, "Yes,
God damn you, I will give you a drink of water," and shot at my
head three different times, covering my face up with dust, and
then turned from me—no doubt thinking he had killed me—remark-
ing, "God damn you, it's too late to pray now ;" then went on with
his pilfering. I lay there until dark, feigning death, when a rebel

officer came along, drawing his saber, and ordered me to get up,
threatening to run his saber' into me if I did not, saying I had to

iije!,rcli 10 igile^ that night, I succeeded iu getting up 'And. got i^moug
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a small squad lie had already gathered up, but stole away from them
during the night and got among the dead, feigning death for fear of

being murdered.
The next morning the gun-boat came up and commenced shelling

them out, when I crawled out from among the dead and with a
piece of paper motioning to the boat ; she came up, and I crawled on
board.

WM. J. (his X mark) MAYS.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 37th day of April, 1864.

"WM. STANIJEY,
Lieutenant and Assistant Provost-Marshal.

[Inclosure No. 14.]

Testimony of Emanuel Nichols, Company B, Sixth U. S. Heavy
Artillery:

I do hereby certify that I was in the battle fought at Fort Pillow,
Tenn., on the 12th day of April, A. D. 1864, and that I was wounded
during, the engagement. I also certify, that after being wounded I

was taken prisoner, and on the following morning, 13th of April, A.
D. 1864, 1 was shot by a rebel soldier and left for dead upon the battle-

field.

Mound City, 111., April 23, A. D. 1864.

EMANUEL (his x mark) NICHOLS.
Witness

:

John H. Baker,
Captain Co. B, Sixth U..8. Heavy Artillery {colored).

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 23d day of April, 1864, at
Mound City, lU.

WM. STANLEY,
Lieutenant and Provost-Marshal, Mtiund City, lU.

[Inclosure No. 15.]

Mound City, April 25, 1864.

Statement of Daniel H. Eankin, Company C, Thirteenth Tennessee
Cavalry Volunteers

:

I was in Fort Pillow on Tuesday, the 12th of April, 1864, and was
engaged in the fight there on that day. They drove in our pickets
about 6 a. m. They came in as skirmishers and sharpshooters.
This kind of fighting lasted some two hours, when we were driven
into the fort, the rebels taking possession of our rifle-pits. The
firing from both sides conttaued up to about 12 o'clock, they endeav-
oriagj to gain a position from which to storm our works, but were
xmable. They made two different assaults, but were repulsed each
time. They then sent in a flag of truce demanding a surrender of
the works, which demand was refused. While the flag was in wait-
ing and the firing suspended the rebels were moving for position,
and actually occupied the one which they had endeavored to occupy
all the forenoon, but in vain, and the one from which the he9,viest
assault was made upon our works. In about five minutes after the
leaving of the flag, and before our officers had scarcely time to get
inside the fort, an order for a general assault was given, whisn they
rushed upon us in overwhelming numbers. We held them at bay
for some time, when two companies of negro troops broke and ran
down the bluff, which made an opening for the rebels to come in at,

when they got possession of our works and indiscriminate slaughter

COfflmeaeed of feotli"wiliti§ m^ lbi?tgk. When T saw we were_Qyjer.
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liowered I threw down my gun and took off my cartridge-box and
asked for quarter. I heard an officer of some d.escriptioii order his
men to kill us and show no quarter. I was standing at this time
just under the blult, and the rebels upon the top firing at us. I held
lip my hands and told them I had surrendered, but they still kept
firing. I was hit seven times after I had thrown down my arms in
token of surrender, though some of the wounds were light. I was
then taken prisoner. I was taken some 2 n-\iles from the fort with
the other prisoners, I think some 100 whites and 18 or 20 negroes.
The next morning after the fight myself and some 10 or 13 other
woiinded were paroled and started into the fort. I started in in com-
pany with two rebel surgeons, the others having gone before. As we
started we heard a firing, when one of the surgeons remarked that
is some of our boys shooting down those wounded. I don't know
whether it was done or not. There were some 50 negroes shot while
in the water. I was shot at while standing in the water behind a log.

DANIEL H. (his x mark) EANKIN.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 25th day of April, 1864.

WM. STANLEY,
Lieutenant and Assistant Provost-Marshal.

[Inclosure No. IC]

Statement of John F. Ray, Comj^any B, Thirteenth Tennessee
Cavalry :

I do hereby [certify] that I was at Fort Pillow, Tenn., on the 12th
of the present month, when it was attacked by the rebels under
General Forrest. I was in the fort from the first. A continued fire

was kept up until about 1 p. m., when the flag of truce came in

from the Confederates. I saw the rebels massing and disposing their

forces while the flag was under consideration. I also certify that at

this time I saw some of the rebels come up even to the ditch beyond
which our cannon were placed. I asked some of them why they
caine so close while the flag of truce was being canvassed. They
only replied that they knew their business tliere. We threatened
U) fire if they came any nearer, Avhen they jumjjed into the ditches

outside of our fort. Firing was then resumed and lasted about one
hour, when the rebels stormed our Avorks. The negroes ran. The
white men also ran, both having thrown down their arms, but both
were followed ujj closely by armed rebej,s, .jvlio shot down all indis-

criminately. I was shot after I liad surrendered, and while going
down the tluff I saw 12 white soldiers and perhaps 30 negroes shot

down after surrender and while begging foi' mercy. I also certify

tliat in one instance I saw a small negro boy riding on a horse sitting

behind a rebel lieutenant, when tlie lieutenant was ordered by a
superior officer (I am not positive that it v/as General Chalmers) to

take that " God-damned nigger down and shoot him, or he would be
shot himself." The order was obeyed, and the bov was killed.

Mound City, 111., April 23. 1804.
"^

JOHN F. (his X mark) RAY.
"Witnesss

:

William Cleaey,
Second rLietit. Co. B, Tliirteenth Tennessee Cavalry.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 23d day of April, 1804, at

Mound Citv, 111,

WM. STANLEY.
Jjieidenmd and Assistant Provost-Mafshc2,
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[Inclosure No. IT.]

Affidavit of Hardy N. Reveno :

I was ill Lusiiiess at Fort Pillow i)revions to tlie fight on Tuesday-

last ; was engaged as a dry-goods clerk for Messrs. Harris & Co.

Went into the fight at G o'clock on the morning of Tuesday, the

lath of April. Remained outside of the Federal fortifications until

aboirt 8.30 a. m., acting as a sharpshooter. At this time we Avere

all ordered within the fort. Lieutenant Barr was killed outside the

fort; also Lieutenant Wilson, latter of the Thirteenth Tennessee
C'a.valry. It was not long after 9 o'clock that I took my position

beliind the fortifications and resumed the fight. I was standing not

more than 10 paces from Major Booth when ho fell, struck in the heart
liy a muslcet-DuUet. It was lout a few mimitcs jjast 9. He did not die

immediately, but was borne from the field. At this time there was
continued firing on both sides. Rebels were not using artillery ; our
troops were. The next thing I recollect is a flag of truce coming in,

the bearer of which. General Forrest, of the rebel army, and some
])arties of his staff, demanded a surrender of the garrison. Major
Bradford was then in command. Forrest did not come within the
breast-works, but remained some 50 yards outside, and Major Brad-
ford went out to meet him. They conferred in a southeasterly
direction from what was known as old headquarters. Bradford
is said to have replied that he would not surrender. Forrest told

him if he did not there would not be any quarter shown. They
were in conference about fifteen minutes, during which time there
was a cessation of firing. Bradford asked for one hour's time in
which to confer with the commander of the gun-boat. Forrest re-

fused it, but I think there was a cessation of hostilities of nearly that
length of time. The rebels were busily Piitiaged in plundering our
hastily deserted encampment outside the fortifications, as well as
robbing some of the stores below the hill. They were also massing
their troops and placing them in eligible positions while the flag of
truce was being considered. It is my opinion that they could never
have gained the positions had they not done so under that flag of
1ruce. They had already consumed seven or eight hours in at-

tejnpting it, with no success.

At about 2.30 in the afternoon a large force of infantry came upon
lis from the ravine toward the east of where 1 stood. It seemed to
iijnie down Coal Creek. They chai;Med upon our ranks. Another
large force of rebel cavalry charged Trom the south of east, and an-
i.tlier force from the northwai-d. They mounted the breast-works at
ilie first charge where I stood. We fired upon them while upon the
breast-works. I remember fii'ing two .shots while tlu^ enemy were
ujion the walls. The negro troops, fi-ightened by the appearance of
such numbers, and knowing tliey could no kaigcr resist, made a
break and ran down the hill, surrendei'ing their arms as the rebels
came down our side of the fortifications.

When we found there was no qtiarter to 1j% shown, and that (white
and black) we were to be butchered, we also gave wp our arms and
jiassed down the hill. It is stated tliat at this time Major Bradfoi-d
put a white handkerchief on his sv/ord-point and waved it in token
of submission, but it was not heeded if ho did. We were followed
closely and fiercely by the advancing rebel forces, their fire never
ci'asing af all. f)ur men had given signals themselves that fhey
Mirrendered, nuuiy (A' them throwing up their hands to show they
wei'e unarmed, and submitted to oYi;rwhclmiug odds.
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I was about half-way down the hill, partially secreted in a kind
of ravine with Dr. Fitch, when I saw 2 men (white men) belonging
to the Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry standing behind a stump on
which they had fixed a white handkerchief, their hands thrown up.
They asked for quarter. "When they stood on their feet they were
exposed, and I saw them shot down hy rebel soldiers and killed.
A captain of the rebel troops then came where we were ahd ordered

all the Federals (white and black) to move up the hill or he would
" shoot their God-damned brains out." I started up the hill with a
number of others, in accordance with the order. I was surrendered
with our men. While going up I saw white men fall on both sides
of me, who were shot down by rebel soldiers who were stationed
upon the brow of the hill. We were at the time marching directly
toward the men who fired upon us. I do not know how many fell,

but I remember.of seeing 4 killed in this way. I also saw negroes
shot down with pistols in the hands of rebels. One was killed at
my side. I saw another negro struck on the head with a saber by a
rebel soldier. I suppose he was also killed. One more just in front
of me was knocked down with the butt of a musket. We kept on
up the hill. I expected each moment to meet my fate with the rest.

At the top of the hill I met a man named Cutler, a citizen of Fort
Pillow. He spoke to a rebel captain about me, and we then went
under orders from the captain to one of the stores under the hill,

where the captain got a pair of boots. This was about 4 p. m. on
Tuesday.
The captain and Cutler and myself then left to find General

McCulloch's headquarters, where we were to report and be disposed
of. The captain introduced me to a lieutenant and to a surgeon of
the rebel army. The surgeon made me show him where goods
could be found. The lieutenant got a saddle and bridle and some
bitss. and then we helped them to carry them to where their horses
were, outside of the fortifications. I also met Mr. Wedlin, a citi-

zen, and he accompanied us. He helped the lieutenant to mount
;ind pack his goods, and then he gave Wedlin and myself permission
to depart, and instructed us as to the best means of escape.

I am positive that up to the time of the surrender there had not
been more than 50 men (black and white) killed and wounded on
the Union side. Of these but about 20 had been among the killed.

The balance of all killed and wounded on our side were killed and
wounded after we had given undoubted -evidence of a surrender,

and contrary to all rules of warfare.
H. N. REVELLE.

Sworn to before me at Cairo, 111., this 17th day of April. 1864.

JNO. H. MUNROE,
Captain and Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Inclosui-e No. 18.]

Testimony of Sergt. Benjamin Robinson, Company D, Sixth U.
S. Heavy Artillery :

I do hereby certify that I was in the battle at Fort Pillow on the
12th day of April, ^. D. 1864, and that I was taken prisoner and
while thus a prisoner was shot and wounded by a rebel soldier.

I also certify that I saw Sandy Sherman, of Company D, Sixth
U. S. Heavy Artillery, murdered in cold blood while a prisoner in
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the hands of the rebels. I also saw George Wilborn shot down and
killed after being taken prisoner.

Mound City, April 23, 1864.

BENJ. (his X mark) ROBINSON,
Sergeant Company D, U. S. Heavy AriUlery.

Witness

:

John H. Bakek,
Captain Company B, Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (coloi-ed).

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 23d day of April, 1864, at

Mound City, 111.

WM. STANLEY,
Lieutenant and Assistant Provost-Marshal.

[Inclosure No. 19.]

Statement of Mrs. Ann Jane Rufins:

I am the wife of Thomas Rufins, a member of the Thirteenth
Tennessee Cavalry. Was at Fort Pillow on Tuesday, the 12th of

April, A. D. 1864, and was removed to an island during the progress
of the battle. Returned to Fort Pillow on Wednesday morning, the
loth of April, and saw the remains of a man lying upon the back,
its arms outstretched, with some planks under it. The man had to

all appearances been nailed to the side of the house, and then the
building set on fire. I am satisfied that the body was that of Lieut.

John C. Ackerstrom, second lieutenant Company A, Thirteenth Ten-
nessee Cavalry, who was on duty as quartermaster of the post of

Fort Pillow. I was well acquainted with Lieutenant Ackerstrom
when living. After examining the body I walked around to a ditch
where a large number of dead and wounded had been thrown and
partially covered. I" saw several places where the w'ounded had dug
holes and attempted to get out, but had been unable to do so.

Cairo, April 18, 1864.

ANN JANE (her x mark) RUFINS.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18tli day of April, 1864.

ISAAC M. TALMADGE,
Capta in and District Provost-Marshal.

[Inclosure No. 20.]

Statement of Daniel Stamps, Company E, Thirteenth Tennessee
Cavalry: * "•

I do hereby certify that I was at Fort Pillow, Tenn., on the 12th
day of the present month, when it was attacked by the rebels under
Forrest. I was ordered out as a sharpshooter, skirmished with the
enemy about one hour, when I was called within the fort. We fired

very deliberately while we were outside of the fort, and I saw a
great many fall dead from the effects of our guns. I staid within
the fort perhaps about one hour, when I was again taken as a sharp-
shooter to go down under the bluff to repulse the enemy, reported as
coming down Coal Creek. We attained a goo& position where we could
see the enemy very plainly, being ourselves secreted behind some logs.

I kept up a steady fire all the time I was in this place, until the flag

of truce canie up, about 1 p. m., killing one of the enemy at nearly
every shot. We were next ordered to cease firing. At that very
moment the force of the enemy, which had been kept back by our
sharpshooting, made an advance. I looked up and saw large bodies
of infantry moving down Coal Creek re-enforcing those previously
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before us, and whose advance we had prevented. When the rebels
had got a good position, where they could pick our men off as they
came out of the fort, I saw them break ranks and get water out of
the river and make every preparation for a fight, after which they
resumed their line of battle. This they did while the flag of truce
was being considered and all firing had ceased. The demand of the
flag of truce having been refused, the firing was resuifaed, and I dis-
charged my piece several times, bringing one rebel down at every
shot ; thus for about three-quarters of an hour keeping them from
an advance. Afterward, when the negroes had given way on the
left, I saw tliem run out of the fort down the bluff close to my vicin-
ity. Then I saw the white soldiers coming down after them, saying
the rebels were showing no quarter. I then threw dowTi my gun
and ran down with them, closely pursued by the enemy shooting
down every man black and white. They said they had orders from
Forrest to show no quarter, but to "kill the last God damn one of
them."' While i was standing at the bottom of the hill, I heard a
rebel officer shout out an order of some kind to the men w^ho had
taken us, and saw a rebel soldier standing by me. I asked him what
the officer had said. He repeated it to me again. It was, "kill the
last damn one of them." The soldier replied to his officer that we
had surrendered ; that we were prisoners and must hot be shot. The
officer again replied, seeming crazy with rage that he had not been
obeyed, "I tell you to kill the last God damned one of them." He
then turned and galloped off. I also certify that I saw 2 men shot
down while I was under the bluff. They fell nearly at my feet.

They had their hands up ; had surrendered, and were begging for
mercy. I also certify that I saw at least 25 negroes shot down,
within 10 or 20 paces from the place where I stood. They had also
surrendered, and were begging for mercy. I do also certify that on
the ensuing morning I saw negroes who were wounded, and had sur-
vived the night, shot and killed as fast as they could be found. One
rebel threatened to kill me because I would not tell him where a
poor negro soldier was who had been wounded badly, but who had
crawled off on his hands and knees and hidden behind a log. I was
myself also shot some two hours after I had surrendered.
Mound Citv, 111., April 23, 18G4.

DANIEL (his x mark) STAMPS.
Witness

:

William Cleary, " "*

Second Lieut. Co. B, I'Sth Tennessee Cavalry Vols.
'

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 25th day of April, 1864, ai
Mound City, 111.

WM. STANLEY,
Lieutenant and Assistant Provost-Marshal.

[Inclosure No. 31.]

Statement of James N. Taylor, Company E, Thirteenth Tennessee
Cavalry :

I was at Foil; Pillow, Tenn., on the 12th day of the present month
when the place was attacked by the rebels under Forrest. I was at
first doing duty as a sharpshooter. After about two hours of that
work I was ordered within the fort, and obeyed. About 1 p. m.,
while the flag of truce was under discussion, I plainly saw the enemy
engaged in disposing their troops, plundering our camp," and steal-
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ing goods from the quartermaster's and other stores. They formed
at the same time on two sides of our garrison, and placed their sharp-
shooters in our deserted barracks. After the order to surrender had
been refused the enemy charged upon us, came over the walls in

overwhelming force, and the negroes first and the whites afterward,
threw down their arms and surrendered. All then started to run
down the bluff, closely pursued by and fired .upoh by the rebels.

I was shot after I had surrendered, and while going down the bluff.

I also saw them shoot down about 13 colored soldiers, and that after

they had surrendered. Some were on their knees with outstretched
hands, begging for mercy. I also heard one of General Forrest's
officers say, "Kill them, God damn them ; it is General Forrest's or-

ders." I also saw on the next morning, the 13th of April, 1864, the
rebels come upon the ground and kill all the wounded they could
find. I saw them make 3 of the wounded negroes stand upon their
feet that they might see them fall again when shot ; and shot they
were. •

Mound City, 111., April 33, 1864.

JAMES N. (his x mark) TAYLOR.
Witness

:

»

William Cleary,
Second Lieut. Company B, 13th Tennessee Caiialry.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 35th day of April, 1864,
at Mound City, 111.

WM. STANLEY,
Lieutenant and Assistant Provost-Marshal.

[Inclosure No. 22.]

Statement of William P. Walker, Company D, Thirteenth Ten-
nessee Cavalrj'

:

I hereby certify that I was at Fort Pillow, Tenii., on the 12th day
of the present mouth, when it was attacked by the Confederates. I
saw nothing more than has probably been related by a dozen others,
until about the time of the panic and the retreat down the bluff by
both white and black Union troops. We were followed closely by
the rebels and shot down after surrender as fast as they could find
us. One of the rebels, after I had given him up my money as he
had ordered me, fired upon me twice, after I had surrendered and
while I begged for my life. On^ b%ll struck me in the left eye. The
rebels had almost ceased firing upon us when an officer came down
and told them to " Shoot the last damned one of us," and " not to
take one prisoner." He said it was the orders of the general (I could
not hear the name plainly, but I think it was Chalmers). Then the
slaughter of the prisoners was resumed. I saw some 6 white and
10 colored soldiers thus shot, long after they had surrendered, and
while the negroes were on their knees begging to be spared.
Mound City, 111., April 33, A. D. 1864.

WM. P. {Us X mark) WALKER.
Witness :

William Cleary,
Second Lieut. Company B, 13th Tennessee Cavalry.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 35th day of April, 1864,
at Mound City, 111.

WM. STANLEY,
Lieutenant and A ssistant Provost-Marshal.
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[Inclosure No. 23.]

Statement of Mrs. Eebecca Williams :

I am the wife of Wm. F. Williams, a private in the Thirteenth
Tennessee Cavalry, Company D. I was at Fort Pillow on Wednes-
day morning after the fight of Tuesday, the 12th of April, 1864, and
saw the body of a man which had the appearance of havihg been
burned to death. It was pointed out to me as the body of Lieut.
John C. Ackerstrom, of the Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry. I know
it was the corpse of a white man.

Cairo, April 18, 1864.

EEBECCA (her x mark) WILLIAMS.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1864.

ISAAC M. TALMADGE,
Captain and District Provost-Marshal.

I, the undersigned, do certify that I also witnessed the same spec-
tacle described by Mrs. Williams.

Cairo, April. 18, 1864.

NANCY M. (her x mark) HOPPER.
Subscribed and sworn to before me this 18th day of April, 1864.

ISAAC M. TALMADGE,
Captain and District Provost-Marshal.

[Inclosure No. 24.]

Mound City, April 25, 1864.

Statement of Sergt. William A. Winn, Company B, Thirteenth
Tennessee Cavalry Volunteers :

I was in Fort Pillow on Tuesday, the 12th of April, 1864, when
tlie attack was made by General Forrest upon that place. At the
firing of the first gun I hastened on board the gun-boat, as I had
been wounded some time and could not fight. The first thing I saw
afterward was the rebel sharpshooters on the top of the hill and
ours at quartermaster's department firing at each other, and the
rebels were also firing at the gun-boat. The next thing I saw was a
flag of truce come in, which was in Avaiting some half an hour.
This was aboxit 1 p. m., and as soon as it started back the enemy im-
mediately started up the hill on the double^uick, not waiting for

the flag of truce to return. As soon as tliey came close to the fort

and had their sharpshooters distributed through our barracks (which
were just outside the fort) they opened fire upon the "garrison and
then charged the works. Those troops that I saw came from the
direction that the flag of truce did. I saw our men run down the
bluff, the rebels after them shooting them down as fast as they came
up with them. I saw 12 or 15 men shot down after they had sur-

rendered, with their hands up begging for inercy. Next I saw them
turn their cannon on us (the boat), and threw severM shells at the
boat trying to sink her, but she steamed up the river out of range,
leaving behind us a scene of cold blooded murder too cruel and bar-
barous for the human mind to express.

W. A. WINN.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 25th day of April, 1864.

WM. STANLEY,
Lieutenant and Assistant Provost-Marshal.
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Headquarters District of Cairo,
May 4, 1864.

Sir : On April 28 I had the honor to transmit by the hand of Hon.
B. F. Wade proofs concerning the affair at Fort Pillow.
On the 30th I also transmitted a duplicate thereof, intending one

co])y, if it pleased you, for the committee of which Mr. Wade is

chairman.
I now, as therein promised, send additional proofs, since secured,

to be added to those first sent.

For list* thereof see next page.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

M. BRAYMAN,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War, Washington, D. C.

[Inclosure No. 1.]

Statement of Sandy Addison, private Company A,' Sixth U. S.

Heavy Artillery (colored) :

I, Sandy Addison, private Company A, Sixth U. S. Artillery (col-

ored), would on oath state the following :

I was in the battle fought at Fort Pillow, Tenn., on the 12th day
of April, A. D. 1864, and that I was taken prisoner about 5 p. m.
same day. After the fort had been carried by the enemy the U. S.

troops took shelter under the bluff of the hill, the officers all being
killed or wounded. The white flag was raised by one of the colored
men, but they kept firing upon us. I do not know how many, biit a
great many were killed under the white flag. I was taken over 2
miles, and camped for the night. There were several other prisoners
with us. The surgeon dressed their wounds. He sent 3 colored
men back to the river under the flag of truce. After they had got
a little way off the rebels shot them down while they were going
back to the boat ; afterward they shot a man (he being wounded
he could not go fast enough), and made some plantation hands bury
him.

I was prisoner five days, and made my escape.
SANDY (his x mark) ADDISON.
" •

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 30th day of April, 18G4, at
Fort Pickei'ing, Memphis, Tenn.

MALCOM F. SMITH,
First Lieut, and Adjt. Gth IT. S. Heavy Artillery (colored).

[Inclosure No. 2.]

Statement of Wilbur H. Gaylord, first sergeant Company B,
Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored)

:

^»

I was in the battle fought at Fort Pillow on the 1 2th day of April,
A. D. 1864. The engagement commenced about 6.30 a. m'. I was
stationed about 20 rods outside the fort, with 20 men, in a southeast
direction (this was about 6.30 a. m.), with orders from Maj. L. F.
Booth to hold the position as long as possible without being capt-
ured. I staid there with the men about one hour. While there

* Omitted. The documents appear in their proper order.
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the rebels came within 30 rods, and tried to steal horses. They got
two horses, and at the same time stuck a rebel flag on the fortifica-
tions. While I held this position the white men (Thirteenth Ten-
nessee Cavalry) on my right retreated to the fort. About ten min-
utes after this I went with my men to the fort. While going
into the fort I saw Lieutenant Barr, Thirteenth Tennessee Cav-
alry, shot down by my side. He was shot through th6 head. He
fell outside the fortifications about 6 feet. Ten minutes after getting
into the fort Maj. L. F. Booth was shot at port-hole No. 2, while
standing directly in the rear of the gun ; was shot directly through
the heart ; expired instantly. I carried him to the bank of the river.
As soon as I returned Captain Epeneter, Company A, was wounded
in the head while standing at port-hole No. 4. He immediately
went to the hospital, which was below the river bank, about half-
way down I should think. Ten men were killed before a flag of
truce came in, which was about 12 m. Five men, who were all
dressed alike came with the flag from the rebels, and Major Brad-
ford, of Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, who had now assumed com-
mand, asked one hour's time to consider, on the conclusion of which
he returned a decided refusal. The fire on both sides now com-
menced and was kept up about half an hour with great fury, when
the rebels charged over the works. (I should have said that Gen-
eral Forrest came with the flag. ) The enemy was checked and held
for a few minutes. As soon as they were fairly on the works I was
wounded with a musket-ball through the right ankle. I should
think that 200 rebels passed over the works and passed by me while
I lay there. When one rebel noticed that I was alive shot at me
again and missed me. I told him I was wounded and that I

would surrender, when a Texas ranger stepped up and took me pris-
oner. Just at this time I saw them shoot down 3 black men who
were begging for their lives, and who had surrendered. The rebels
now helped me through port-hole No. 4. The ranger who took nie
captured a colored soldier whom he sent with me ; he also sent a
guard. They took me to piclcet-post No. 2. There I was put into
an ambulance and taken to a farm-house with one of their dead, who
was a chaplain. There I was made to lie out doors all night on ac-
count of the house being filled with their wounded. I bandaged my
own wound with my drawers, and a colored man brought watei' anil

set by me so that I coiild keep my foot wet.
Next morning Colonel McCulloch rame'there and sent a squad of

men, having pressed all the C(jnveyances he could find to take away
his own wounded. Not finding sufficient, nor iiaving negroes onougli
they made stretchers of blankets. Thej^ could not carry me, and so
left me at the farm-house. The man's name was Stone. He got me
into the house, and into bed. He and his wife were very kind to me.
While Colonel McCulloch was there he told me Memphis, Tenn.

,

was probably in the hands of the rebels. The rear guard of the
rebels left there Wednesday about 5 p. m. The reb^ took a young
man whose father lived near here, and who had been wounded in
the fight, to the woods and shot three more shots into his back and
into his head and left him until Friday morning, when the citizens
took him in. They brought him to the house where I was and then
carried us both to Fort Pillow in a cart that they fixed up for the
occasion, in hopes of getting us on board of a gun-boat. Upon our
arrival there a gun-boat lay on the opposite bank, but we could not
hail her. We laid on the bank. They took the young man back to



536 KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA, [CHiP. XLIV.

a liouse three-foiirths of a mile, but I would not go back. I laid tliere

until a gun-boat, the Silver Cloud, took me off about 3 a. m. Saturday.

They treated me with the utmost kindness on board the boat.

Fort Pickering, Tenn., April 38, 1864.

WILBUR H. GAYLORD,
First Sergt. Co. B, Gth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored), 1st Bait.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 30th day of April, 1864,

at Fort Pickering, Memphis, Tenn.
MALCOM F. SMITH.

First Lieut, and Adjt. (Jth U. S. Heavy Artillery {colored).

[Inclosure No. 3.]

Statement of Frank Hogan, corporal Company A, Sixth U. S.

Heavy Artillery (colored).

I, Frank Hogan, corporal in Company A, of the Sixth Regiment
U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored), would on oath state the following :

That I was in the battle fought at Fort Pillow, Tenn., on the 12th

day of April, A. D. 1864 ; and that I was taken prisoner by the

enemy, and I saw Captain Carson and heard some of the enemy ask
him if he belonged to a nigger regiment. He told them he did.

They then asked him how he came here. He told them he was de-

tailed there. Then they told him they would give him a detail, and
immediately shot him dead, after being a prisoner without arms. I

also saw 2 lieutenants, whose names I did not know, but who be-

longed to the Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry. I also saw them kill

3 sick men that were lying helpless in their tents. I saw them make
our men (colored) pull the artillery, whipping them at the same time
in the most shameful manner. I also saw them bury 1 of our men
alive, being only wounded. I heard Colonel McCulloch, C. S. Army,
ask his adjutant how many men were killed and wounded. The
adjutant told him he had a list of 300, and that all the reports were
not in yet. Colonel McCulloch was commanding a brigade. I also

heard a captain, C. S. Army, tell Colonel McCulloch, C. S. Army,
that 10 men were killed out of his own company.

FRANK (his k mark) HOGAN.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 30th day of April, 1864, at

Fort Pickering, Memphis, Tenn. • •«

MALCOM F. SMITH,
First Lieut, and Adjt. 6th U. S. Heathy Artillery (colored).

[Inclosure No. 4.]

Statement of George Huston private of Company B, Sixth Regi-
ment U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored)

:

I, George Huston, private of Company B, Sixth U. S. Heavy
Artillery, would on oath state the following^
That I was in the battle fought at Fort Pillow on the 12th day of

April, A. D. 1864, and that the fort was carried by the enemy about
3 p. m. of the 12th of April. The remaining portion of our troops
fled from the-fort and took refuge under river bank, when Corpl.
Jerry Stewart and Sergt. Manuel Underwood raised a white flag, but
the enemy paid no attention to it at all. A rebel ofiicer rode up to the
bank and said that General Forrest ordered every damned nigger to

be shot down. So the enemy kept on firing on our defenseless men.
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and killed a great many of them. I heard firing all night, but I hid
myself under the bank of the river till the gun-boat No. 28 came to
my relief.

GEORGE (his x mark) HUSTON.
Sworn and subscribed to before me this 30th day of April, 1864, at

Fort Pickering, Memphis, Tenn. ,

MALCOM F. SMITH,
First Lieut, and Ad/jt. dth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored).

llnclosure No. 5.]

Statement of James Lewis, private of Company C, Sixth U. S.

Heavy Artillery (colored):

I, James Lewis, private Company C, Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery
(colored), would on oath state the following:

I was in the battle fought at Fort Pillow, Tenn. , on the 12th day
of April, A. D. 1864. The engagement commenced early in the
morning and lasted until 3 p. m. same day, at which time the enemy
carried the fort. The U. S. troops took refuge under the bank of
the river. The officers all being killed or wounded, the men raised
the white flag and surrendered, but the rebels kept on firing until

most all the men were shot down. I was wounded and knocked
down with the butt of a musket, and left for dead after being robbed,
and they cut the buttons off my jacket. I saw 2 women shot by
the river bank, and their bodies thrown into the river after the
place was taken. I saw Frank Meeks, Company B, Sixth U. S.

Heavy Artillery (colored), shot after he had surrendered.
JAMES (his X mark) LEWIS.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 30th day of April, 1864, at

Fort Pickering, Memphis, Tenn.
MALCOM F. SMITH,

First Lieut, and Adjt. 6th U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored).

[Inclosure No. 0.]

Statement of Jerry Stewart, corporal Company A, Sixth U. S.

Heavy Artillery (colored)

:

I, jerry Stewart, a corporal of Company A, of the Sixth U. S.

Heavy Artillery (colored), would on oath state the following

:

That I was in the battle fought at Fort Pillow, Tenn., on the 12th
day of April, A. .D. 1864, and I was takUn "Jjrisoner about 4 p. m. of

the same day by the Confederates. After the enemy had carried the
works I saw them shoot aboi;t 100 colored men down when they
were without arms. They shot 1 down by my side while we were
going up the hill, and he fell against me. They shot at me several

times, but I did not get wounded. I saw the sutler (A. Alexander)
cruelly murdered by rebels and his pockets [sic]. They asked him
first where he belonged. He told them he was a sutler. They then
told him he was no better than the rest, and they shot him and
buried him with some colored men. I heard a lieutenant in the
Confederate army say that a Federal tried to get away, and he put
five balls through him. I saw Capt. Charles J. Epeneter, Lieut. P.

Bischoff, First Sergt^ John Thompson, of Company A, Sixth Regi-
ment U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored), taken prisoners. Lieut. D.
Hubank [J. J. Eubank ?] told me to tell him if there were any nig-

ger officers taken prisoners, and to point them out to him. I told

him I did not know of any. A private soldier of the Confederate
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army told me that all the colored boys that could escape had best to

do so by all means, for General Forrest was going to burn or whip
them to death after they got farther south.

JERRY (his X mark) STEWART.

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 30th day of April, 18C4,

at Fort Pickering, Memphis, Tenn. '

MALCOM F. SMITH,
First Lieut, and Adjt. 6th U. S. Colored Heavy Artillery.

[Inclosure No. 7.]

Fort Pickering, Tenn., April 22, 1864.

Statement of Henry F. Weaver, first sergeant Company C, Sixth

U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored), of the battle at Fort Pillow, Tenn.,

on the 12th day of April, 1864 :

I called the roll of my company soon after daylight, and had gone
to the bank of the river, and was there talking to Second Lieut. T.

W. McClure, of my company, and had not been here long when we
heard an uncommon noise and commotion around headquarters, and
soon the cry that the rebels were coming. We had the company fall

in as soon as possible, when we were ordered to take possession of

two lO-pounder Parrott guns, and soon another order to take them
inside uie works, which was done immediately and put in battery
on the south end of the works, Lieutenant McClure taking command
of the right gTin and giving me the left gun, for which I had to build

a platform before it could be used to any effect; but the platform was
soon built and the gun in position, and I was firing at the advancing
enemy as they came in sight. In the mean time Company B, Thir-
teenth Tennessee Cavalry, had left their camp on a hill in front of our
main fort and came rushing back in disorder, leaving their horses and
all their camp equipage behind. The rebels soon commenced running
off the horses under a brisk fire of musketry and a section of

artillery of Conipany D, Second U. S. Light Artillery (colored),

commanded by First Lieutenant Hunter. Still farther to the
left was a section of light artillery, manned by Company A, Sixth
U. S. Heavy Artillery, under the command of Captain Epeneter
and Lieutenant Bischoff. By this time (8 o'clock) the enemy's sharp-
shooters had commenced a brisk fire on the fort, which was kept up
with little intermission until about 2 o'clock, when the flag of truce
was sent in demanding a surrender. * B&rly in the action Lieutenant
Hill, Company C, Sixth U. S. and post adjutant, was killed while
outside the fort setting fire to the quarters of the Thirteenth Cavalry,
and it was not long before Major Booth, of the Sixth U. S., and com-
mander of the post, was killed, falling near the trail of my gun, and
was carried away. The command was devolved upon Major Brad-
ford, of the Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry. About noon the rebels
commenced receiving re-enforcements, and soon advanced close up
to the fort, getting into the houses of the cavajfy and some rifle-pits

we had made a few days before, and which proved of more use to
them than to us, and kept up such a brisk fire that it was almost
impossible to work the guns. The cannoneers were all killed or
wounded at mji. place except one or two, and also at Lieutenant
Hunter's gun, and my ammunition was almost gone ; and I will here
state that not more than one in five of the shells burst, owing to poor
fuses. It was near 2 o'clock when a flag of truce was seen advancing,
and the firing ceased on both sides, and an officer was sent by Major
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Bradford to see what was wanted. He soon returned with a demand
for our surrender, stating that our brave defense had entitled us to
be treated as prisoners of war ; but if we did not surrender they
should charge our works, and we would have to take the conse-
quences. All this time the rebels took advantage of the truce
and moved up close under our works, and took their positions ready
for a charge. The demand to surrender was refused, 'and up to this

time but few had been killed but a good many wounded ; but now
the charge came, and as they came up they gave their usual yell,

aind the Thirteenth Cavalry fled for the banks of the river. When
the cavalry commenced to break our colored men wavered, and the
rebels had by this time succeeded in entering the fort. Lieutenant
Van Horn begged and ordered them to stop, but each one sought
safety in flight, as the rebels had commenced an indiscriminate
slaughter of the black soldiers, and, as far as I could see, every one
was shot down as fast as rebels could shoot their guns and revolvers.

Some were shot down so close to me that they would nearly fall on
me. I surrendered, the rebel remarking that they did not shoot
white men, but wanted to know what in hell I was there fighting
with the damned nigger for. I soon got away from him, for he was
too intent on murder to mind me ; but had gone but a few steps when
another rebel met me and demanded my greenbacks, and after rob-

bing me of everything but my clothes he left me as not worthy of his

further notice. I then went down the river to the quartermaster's
house, where I found Lieutenant Van Horn. We staid there about
ten minutes, when a rebel came in and again demanded our sur-

render. I told him I had done so twice already. He then ordered
us to follow him. We did, going up into town and into a store,

where he commenced to pillage and I to get on some citizen's cloth-

ing, which I soon did, and got out of the store. I now missed Lieu-
tenant Van Horn, and did not see him again until the next Sunday,
when I foimd he had escaped and got back to Fort Pickering before
me. Companies B and D were outside the fort in the rifle-pits until

the enemy received his re-enforcements, when they retired inside of

the fort. Major Booth, from the time he took command of the post

at Fort Pillow, was strengthening the same by throwing up rifle-pits,

building platforms, and making embrasures in the fort for the pur-

pose of working his guns. I succeeded in making my escape by
getting citizen's clothing and playing off as rebel. I then hid myself
imder the bank of the river until a tug-l5bat came along, which I

boarded.
HENRY F. WEAVER,

Covijxiny C, Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored).

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 29th day of April, 1864, at

Fort Pickering, Memphis, Tenn.
MALCOM F. SMITH,

First Lieut, and Adjt. Sixth U. S. Heavy AvUllery {colored).

[Inclosure No. 8.]

Statement of Jacob Wilson, private of Company B, Sixth U. S.

Heavy Artillery (colored) :

I, Jacob Wilson, a private of Company B, Sixth U. S. Heavy
Artillery, would on oath state the following :

That I was in the battle fought at Fort Pillow on the 12th day
of April, A. D. 186i, and after seven hours' hard fighting we were
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overpowered and driven down the bank from the fort. At that

time, the oflBcers all being wounded, the men threw down their

arms and were taken prisoners by the enemy. I saw Sergt. Will-
iam Morgan, Private Reuben Jones, Private William Lincoln, Pri-

vate Samuel Tangesley, and Private Charles Cross, of Company B,
Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored), and many others of the regi-

ment, shot by the rebels after they had taken us pfisohers.
JACOB (his X mark) WILSON.

Sworn to and subscribed to before me this 29th day of April, 18G4,

at Fort Pickering, Tenn.
MALCOM F. SMITH,

First Lieut, and Adjt. Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored).

[Inolosure No. 9.]

Statement of Philip Young, private of Company A, Sixth U. S.

Heavy Artillery (colored)

:

I, Philip Young, private Company A, Sixth U. S. Heavy Artil-
lery (colored), would on oath state the following

:

I was in the engagement fought at Fort Pillow, Tenn., on the
12tli day of April, A. D. 1864, and t]iat I was taken prisoner after
the fort was carried by the enemy. I saw at least 100 men shot
down after they had surrendered. One of the Confederate soldiers
drew his revolver and said, "God damm you, I will shoot you,"'
when I told him I had surrendered. I was prisoner thirteen days.
I heard repeatedly said by rebel officers that they intended to kill

the last one of the negroes after they got as far down south as they
wanted to. A captain in the Confederate armj'' swore he would shoot
me after I had been prisoner thirteen days. While at Holly Springs,
Miss., there were 104 white men prisoners and about 30 colored men
prisoners.

PHILIP (his X mark) YOUNG.
Sworn to and subscribed before me this 30th day of Api-il, A. D.

1804, at Fort Pickering, Memphis, Tenn.
MALCOM F. SMITH,

First Lieut, and Adjt. Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery {colored).

No. 2., ,
Reports of Caj)t. James H. Odlin. Assistant Adjidant- General, U.

S. Army, of operations March 24-20.

[March 24.]

General : Just arrived. Train safe. They cut the wires. Colo-
nel Hawkins was attacked at 3 a. m. Thej^ are on the Dresden and
Hickman road. Colonel Hawkins wants re-enforcements. They
had better be sent to this point immediately, and can then go where
needed ; look out for Paduciah; they will try that. I have just sent
an engine out to try and fix the wires and get information from
Colonel Hawkins. "My last order was to hold the place, and we
would re-enforce Jiim. He said he thought it impossible to get back
to Columbus. We caught a spy in Colonel Hawkins' camp last
night.

J. H. ODLIN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General Brayman, Cairo, III.
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Columbus, Ky ,

March 34, 1864—8.30 a. m.
It was east of Union City, at the bridge over the Obion River.

They have artillery ; cannot find actual strength. They seized all

citizens, and it was dark. They brought the artillery to the front as
soon as shots were exchanged. No communication with Colonel
Hawkins ; he has no artillery. The boat left at 4, a. to. , to bring
the Hickman troops away. Could not get from Union City any
sooner to give orders. They cut the line while I was sending a dis-

patch. I then brought the train through safe. I have concentrated
two colored companies at one bridge that were scattered along the
road. They are conscripting everybody. I have just sent the engine
out to try and fix the wires, and get information from Colonel Haw-
kins. My last order was to hold the place, and we would re-enforce
him. He said he thought it was impossible to get back to Colum-
bus. We caught a spy in Colonel Hawkins' camp last night, but
could not get any information from him.

J. H. ODLIN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Brigadier-General Brayman,
Cairo.

Columbus, March 24, 1864—10.10 a. m.
Have my scouts all over the country ; only one returned ; he came

from the direction of Milburn ; the rebels there ; their object is

Union City and Hickman. They are taking their time, thinking
we have no force to send out. If we re-enforce Colonel Hawkins and
then [unite] with your force I think we can make a clean sweep of
tilem. It must be done promptly, for Colonel Hawkins cannot
hold out long. I have no word from him since I left him. The
citizens that are coming in think their object is above named place.

Our scouts due here yesterd^-y morning are probably captured.
J. H. ODLIN,

Assistant Adjutant- General.
Brigadier-General Brayman.

Columbus^ J^irc/i 24, 1864—10.20 a. m.

Colonel Hawkins is cut off. The engine I sent out has just re-

turned. They have burned the bridge at State Line. The guard is

rtitroating this way. The rebels between this point and Colonel
Hawkins. The guard tried to join Colonel Hawkins, but could not.

The bridge was on fire when they left. Rebels coming this way.
J. H. ODLIN,

Assistant Adjutant-General.
General Brayman.

Paducah, Marcli 26, 1864—11.15 a. m.

Sir : We are hard pressed ; send re-enforcements without fail.

Ammunition is scarce.

J. H. ODLIN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General Brayman,
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Paducah, March 9M, 1864.

Colouel Hicks safe. Rebels retreated on the Mayfield road. Rebel
loss, 300 killed ; wounded, unknown ; they acknowledge to the above
number killed. Forrest's force about 6,500, and four pieces of artil-

lery were seen. Rebel Generals Forrest, Harris [?j, Bainbridge [?],

and A. P. Thompson were present at the fight.

J. H. DDLIN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Brigadier-General Brayman.

Metropolis, March 26, 1864.

Colonel Hicks victorious. Forrest badly damaged. Rebels left at
12 ui. Colonel Hicks wants ammunition—.58 caliber Enfield rifle.

Captain Pennock can furnish it. Troops just arrived.

J. H. ODLIN,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

General Brayman.

Paducah, March 26, 1864.

The enemy still in force in our front. Citizens report his main
force retreating on Mayfield road.
Colonel Hicks says lookout for Columbus and Cairo. A flag of

truce just left. They want to negotiate the exchange of prisoners.
This is the third flag of truce. They demanded a surrender twice,
the last time saying they would give no quarter if refused.
We can and Avill hold out until re-enforced. The colonel says,

"Can't see any sui-render, General Forrest." He has 500 prisoners
from Union City.
Rebel brigadier, A. P. Thompson, killed.

J. H. ODLIN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Brigadier-General Brayman, or
Captain Pennock.

Paducah, March 26, 1864—7 p. m.
The rebels are making for Columbus. Be there to-night. Our

scouts just returned. No doubt of this.

J. H. ODLIN,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

Brigadier-General Brayman.

No. 3.

Report of Capt. John W. Beatty, Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, of the
capture of Union City.

Cairo, III.,
A2yril 12, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report to you that I have made my escape
from the enemy, after being surrendered, together with 16 officers
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and about 500 enlisted men, by Col. Isaac R. Hawkins, at Union City,
Tenn., on the 24th of March, after fighting six hours and repulsing
the enemy four times.
The enemy drove in our pickets at 4 a. m., 24th March, and skir-

mishingcommenced soon after, andby sunrise our camps were entirely
surrounded. Their force numbered about 1,600, commanded by Col-
onels Faulkner, Bell, Duckworth, Faris [?], Freeman, ' Tansil, and
Russell. They first made a charge, mounted, and finding that they
were losing a great many men and horses, dismounted and made three
unsuccessful charges with heavy loss in killed and wounded. Finding
it impossible to rout our forces from their works, fell back in great
confusion, taking shelter behind fallen timber, stumps, &c., their
sharpshooters keeping up a continuous fire until fifteen minutes to 11

o'clock, when they ceased firing and sent in a flag of truce, demand-
ing an unconditional surrender of our force, &c., giving Colonel
Hawkins fifteen minutes tomake up his mind, stating that they would
take the camp by storm as they had re-enforcements close at hand.

Colonel Hawkins called together the officers and asked them what
tliey were in favor of doing. I remarked if they had artillery they
could whip us ; if not they never could get inside our works. All
the officers said fight except Maj. Thomas A. Smith. Just at that
time the telegraph operator said that they had two pieces of artillery

;

that he had seen them. Colonel Hawkins said that it would save a
great many lives if we would surrender, and that if we renewed the
fight they would kill every one that might fall into their hands.
"We, the officers, then agreed to surrender on condition that they
would parole the officers and men and allow the men to keep their

private property and the officers their side arms ; otherwise we would
fight as long as there was a man left.

Colonel Hawkins then went out and met Duckworth at 11 o'clock,

and ten minutes after 11 o'clock the rebels came in, and Colonel
Hawkins ordered that all commanders of companies and detachments
march their men outside of the fort, or works, and require them to

lay down their arms. Afterward we found that Colonel Hawkins
liad made an unconditional surrender. The officers and men cried

like a whipped child. They also cursed Colonel Hawkins, and said

he was a traitor, and that they would never serve under him again.

At 12 o'clock the rebels burned our barracks and marched us via
Jacksonville to Gardner's Station, on the Nashville and Northwestern
Railroad, a distance of 16 miles, where'»we camped for the night.

Lieutenants Hawkins and Helmer during the night made their escape.

On the next morning, March 25, at sunrise, we were marched 15

miles toward Trenton, Tenn., where we encamped for the night.

The rebels gave our men about 1 ounce meat each, and no bread

;

this was the first that they ate since the evening of 23d.

March 26, we started at sunrise and marched to Trenton, Tenn.,
where the citizens sold our men biscuits at $5 per dozen and baked
chickens at $5 each. v
March 27, we remained at Trenton during the day. The rebels

drew our men up in line and marched them into the court-house and
searched each man as he went in, robbing them of their money,
blankets, &c. Lieutenants Neely, Bradford, and Morgan made their

escape at Trenton." Colonel Hawkins said that he would have any
officer dismissed from the service that would leave the rebels. They
oiTered to parole Colonel Hawkins at Trenton, but he refused to

accept it. The rebel officers told me that they knew they would get
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our regiment when they were 400 miles south of Union City, Tenn.
They also said they were willing to parole Colonel Hawkins and let

him get some more horses and arms, and then they would come and
get them.
March 28, we marched to Humboldt, a distance pf 15 miles, where

Capt. P. K. Parsons and myself made our escape.

JOHN W, BEATTY,
Captain Company K. Seventh Tenn. Vol. Cavalry.

Brig. Gen. M. Brayman,
"

Commanding District of Cairo.

No. 4.

Report of Capt. Thomas P. Cray, Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, of
the capture of Union City.

Cairo, III.,
April 4, 1864.*

Sir : On the 23d of March it was generally understood at the said

post that at least a portion of the rebel General Forrest's command
were advancing on us. About 8 p. m. of that day the advance of the
enemy were seen and fired upon, near Jacksonville, miles from
Union City, by a small scouting party sent in that direction from
our post. This party reported the facts immediately to Colonel
Hawkins, of the Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, who was commander
of the post. The picket guard was then doubled, and two or three
companies were ordered to keep their horses saddled during the
night.

I was notified at 4.30 a. m. of the 24th of March to order my
horses saddled. About 5 o'clock firing commenced all around the
line of pickets. The main part of Company B, Captain Martin,
were abreast, and a part of Company I, also, I think. The remain-
ing force, about 500 strong, were distributed around at the breast-

works. The pickets were driven in, with a loss of 2 killed and
several wounded. About 5.30 a. m. a cavalry charge was made
from the south side. It was repulsed with but little difficulty. The
same was immediately dismounted and charged again, this time
coming within 20 or 30 yards of the breast-works. They were re-

pulsed again, and with considerabTB loss this time. Immediately
following this another charge was made in front from the northwest,
and again repulsed. Immediately following this, the fourth charge,
and last, was made from tlie northeast, which charge confronted
my company, and were repulsed again with loss. This charge was
made at about 8 a. m. About this time the colonel came to this
part of the works. I remarked to him that it was my opinion the
rebels were defeated in their first programme; that they would
either leave the field or assemble and mak^a consolidated charge.
Our troops wei'ein fine spirits. Sharpshooting lasted till 9.30 a. m..
when an escort, with a flag of truce, approached my position. I

sent notification to Colonel Hawkins of the approaching truce flag,

and then advanced in person and halted the truce escort 200 yards
from the defenses. Then Colonel Hawkins came ; a document was
handed him, the contents of which I know not. At this time the

*A similar report imder date of. March 31 is on file with Brayman's report.
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rebel troops were in full view, in the logs and st;imps. The truce
escort retired, and in twenty minutes after again came. I again
halted them on the same ground as before, and remained with them
during this interview. This time an order was handed to Colonel
Hawkins, which I read. As near as I can remember, it read as fol-

lows :

Headquarters C. S. Forces,
In the Field, March 24, 1864

Commanding Officer U. S. Forces at Union City, Tenn.

:

Sir : I have your garrison completely surrounded, and demand an unconditional
surrender of your forces. If you comply with the demand, you are promised the
treatment due to prisoners of war. according to usages in civilized warfare. If you
persist in defense, you must take the consequences.
By order of Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest.

Then followed a council of our officers, in which a large majority
violently opposed any capitulation whatever with the enemy. Not-
withstanding this, the colonel made a surrender at 11 a. m., which, to

the best of my knowledge and belief, was unconditional. No artil-

lery was seen or used. The surrendered troops were very indignant
on hearing of the surrender. Only 1 man had been killed, and 2 or

3 wounded inside of the works. It was generally believed to be a
rebel defeat. Our troops, after grounding arms, were marched away
on foot. The rebel troops were commanded by Colonel Duckworth,
and as nearly as I could estimate them there were 800.

A list of prisoners was made on the 2Gth, at Trenton, which num-
bered -li-tl, including 10 of Hardy's men and a few of the Twenty-
fourth Missouri Infantr\^ who Avere doing provost duty.

T. P. GRAY,
Captain Coivpany C, Seventh Tennessee Cavalry.

[Brig. Gen. M. Brayman.]

No. 5.

Report of Lieut. Robert TF. Helnier. Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, of
the capture of Union City.

Cairo, III.,
Ma-ch 31, 1864.

The forces were attacked about 4.:j0a. bi. tiy a part of rebel Major-

General Forrest's forces, commanded by Colonel Duckworth, esti-

mated at 1,200 men. Immediately after the attack Colonel Hawkins
ordered his forces inside of a fort ov earth-work, built by order of

Colonel Hawkins for the defense of the post. The works were soon

surrounded by the i-ebels, who made two charges on the fort, but

were each time handsomely repulsed ; afterward withdrawing their

force about 400 yards, keeping u]) a constant firing with small-arms

from behind fallen timber and railroad embankment, &c. , until 9 a.

m., when a flag of truce -was sent by the rebels, with a written de-

mand, puri)orting to be by order of Magor-General Forrest, for the

unconditional surrender of the fort, vrhich was received by Colonel

Hawkins, after which he called together his orlicers, who numbered
4 captains and 9 liefltenants. for consultation, remarking l-hat lie

was satisfied that the emr-my had artillery, and wished to know LhHiv

choice, surrender or fight.

35 R R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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Out of the above number of officers 2 captains opposed the sur-

render ; the lieutenants were not asked to express themselves, but
were generally in favor of fighting.

The majority of the enlisted men were bitterly opposed to the sur-

render.
In about fifteen minutes after the demand was made for the sur-

render the fort, with about 400 enlisted men and 300 horses, horse
equipments, arms, &c., was by Colonel Hawkins surrendered to the
enemy.
After getting np their spoils the enemy, together with the capt-

ured forces, were marched out a distance of IG miles, in the direction
of Dresden, Tenn. , where they halted and pitched camp.
After remaining, say two hours, I made my escape, and made my

way to this place.

R. W. HELMER,
First Lieutenant Company K, Seventh Tennessee Cavalry,

[Brig. Gen. M. Brayman.]

No. ().

Reports of Col. Stephen G. Hides, Fortieth Illinois Infantry, of
attack on Faducah, etc.

Paducah, Ky.,
March 26, 1864.

A wounded rebel in my hospital informs me that the enemy id

preparing to make a run on Columbus. Their force ^s now 4 miles
from here, as I am reliably informed.

S. G. HICKS,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

Brig. Gen. M. Beayman,
Commandinq.

Paducah, Ky.,
March 27, 1864.

Ten Home Guards from the coutlti^ surprised and killed Colonel
Crossen [Crossland ?] and ^ of his guerrillas, U miles south of May-
eld, last night at 10 o'clock.

S. G. HICKS,
Colonel, Commanding.

General Bkayman.

Padt>Cah, April 14, 1864.

We are attacked by Buford's force. One hour is given to the
women and children to get out of the city. I cannot now estimate
the force attadiing. I am fully prepared, but am short of ammu-
nition. Send me some more.

S. G. HICKS,
Colonel, Commanding.

General Brayman.
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Headquarters Post of Paducah,
Paducah, Ky., April 6, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report in relation to the late engagement
with the rebel General Forrest

:

On the 25th instant my scouts came in at about 12 m., bringing
no news of the enemy's whereabouts. I immediately ordered out
others, and directed them to proceed on the Mayfield road. They
had gone but 3 miles when they were met by Forrest's advance
guard, who fired upon them. They hurriedly fell back and gave the
alarm, and in less than ten minutes after they reported the enemy
were driving in my pickets, who opened a skirmish fire and fell

back to Fort Anderson, according to previous instructions. I im-
mediately ordered the little force under my command to double-
quick to the fort, whicli order was promptly obeyed

;
yet, before

tliey could reach there, such was the impetuosity of the attack that

their rear Avas fired into by the enemy.
At 2 p. m. the enemy took position surrounding the fort and a

sharp fight commenced, which in a few minutes became furious and
continued for about one hour, when it Avas announced that a flag of

truce was approaching. I immediately ordered my men to cease

firing, and sent out to meet the bearer, froin whom I received the
following demand for a surrender

:

Headquaetees Foreest's Cavalry Corps,
Paducah, Ky., March 35, 1864.

Colonel Hicks,
Commanding Federal Forces at Paducah:

CoLOSEL : Having a force amply sufficient to carry your works and reduce the

jilace, and in order to avoid the unnecessary effusion of blood, I demand the sur-

render of the fort and troops, with all public property. If you surrender, you
sliall be treated as prisoners of war ; but if I have to storm your works, you may
expect no quarter.

N. B. FOEREST,
Major-General, Commanding Confederate Troops.

To which I replied as follows

:

Headquarters Post of Paducah,
Paducah, Ky., March 25, 1864.

Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest,
Commanding Confederate Forces:

Sir : I have this moment received yours of this instant, in which you demand
the unconditional surrender of the forces under my command. I can answer that

I have been placed here by my Government to defend this post, and in this, as well

as all other orders from my superiors, I feel it to be my duty as an honorable offi-

cer to obey. I must, therefore, respectfully decline surrendering as you may
require.

Very respectfully,
S. G. HICKS,

Colonel, Commanding Post.

While the flag of truce was near the fort, and during its pend-
ency, the enemy were engaged in taking positiifcn and planting a
battery. As soon as the answer was returned they moved forward,

and our forces opened on them, and the fight became general. They
attempted to storm our works, but were repulsed.' They rallied and
tried it again, and met the same fate. They made a third effort,

but were forced to abandon their design. It was in this last strug-

gle that Brig. Gen. A. P. Thompson (Confedera^-e) was killed.

I now discovered, on examination, tliat my ammunition was grow-
ing short, and out of 30,000 rounds (the amount we commenced the
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fight with) 27,000 had been already expended. In this emergency I

ordered the remainder to be equally distributed ; the men to fix their

bayonets ; to make good use of the ammunition they had, and, when
that was exhausted, to receive the enemy on the point of the bayo-

net, feeling fully determined never to surrender while I had a man
alive. When this order was repeated by the officers to their respect-

ive commands, it was received with loud shouts and cheers.

The enemy's sharpshooters in the mean time got possession of the

houses around and near the fort, from which position they picked
off some of my gunners, shooting nearly all of them in the head.

Toward dark the enemy took shelter behind houses, in rooms, and
hollows, and kept up a scattering fire until 11.30 o'clock, when it

entirely ceased, and the rebel general withdrew his command out of

the range of my guns and went into camp for the night.

On the morning of the 26th, the enemy again made a demonstra-
tion by surrounding the fort in the distance. As soon as I discov-

ered this I ordered Major Barnes, of the Sixteenth Kentucky Cav-
alry, to send out squads to burn all the houses within musket-range
of "the fort, from which the sharpshooters had annoyed us the day
previous. While the houses were burning General Forrest sent in

a second flag of truce, with the following communication :

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry Corps,
Near Padiicah, Eij., March 26, 1864.

Col. S. G. Hicks,
Commanding Federal Forces at Paducah, Ky. :

Sir : I understand you hold in your possession in the guard-house at Paducah a
number of Confedei-ate soldiers as prisoners of war. I have in my possession
about 35 or 40 Federal soldiers who were captured here yestei'day, and about 500
who v.'ere captured at Union City. I propose to exchange man for man, according
to rank, so far as you may hold Confederate soldiers.

Respectfully,
N. B. FORREST,

Major-General, Commanding Confederate Forces.

Ill answer to which I sent the following :

Headquarters Post of Paducah,
Paducah, Ky., March 2Q, 1864.

Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest,
Commanding Confederate Forces ;

Sir : I have no power to make the exchange. If I had, I would most cheerfully
doit. • »

Very respectfully,

S. G. HICKS,
Colonel Fortieth Illinois Infantry, Commanding Post.

With the above General Forrest sent a list of the names of the
priyoners captured, all of whom, with one exception, were convales-
cents in the general hospital, and too feeble to get to the fort.

The following troops composed my command during the fight

:

Companies C, H, and K, One hundred and tweigty-second Illinois In-
fantry, commanded by Maj. J. F. Chapman, 130 men; Sixteenth
Kentucky Cavalry, Major Barnes commanding, 371 men ; First Ken-
tucky Hea^y Artillery (colored), 374 men, commanded by Lieut. R.
D. CunningiiaiM, of the Second Illinois Artillery, making a total of
665 men.
Opposed to this -wsm the rebel force under the command of Gen-

erals Forrest, Buford, .J. G. Harris [?], and A. P. Thompson, of 6,500
men.
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The casualties of my command were 14 killed and 4G wounded.
The enemy's loss, according to the most reliable information that I

can obtain, was 300 killed and from 1,000 to 1,200 wounded. His
killed and wounded may be safely set down at 1,500. General For-
rest admitted, in conversation with some of his friends in this city,

that in no engagement during the war had he been so badly cut up
and crippled as at this place.

Our loss in Government stores was inconsiderable. The quarter-
master's depot, a temporarj-- wooden building, was burned, and in

consequence thereof a small lot of quartermaster's property was lost.

Our commissary stores, and most of our Government horses, mules,
Avagons, &c. , were saved.

In justice to the officers and soldiers under my command allow
me to say they acted well their part, proving themselves worthy of

the great caiise in which they are engaged, and all deserving of the
highest praise. The three companies of the One hundred and
twenty-second Illinois were the only portion of my command that

had ever been under fire before. And here permit me to remark that

I have been one of those men who never had much confidence in

colored troops fighting, but those doubts are now all removed, for

they fought as bravely as any troops in the fort.

The gun-boats Peosta, Captain Smith, and Paw Paw, Captain
O'Neil, were present and rendered valuable aid in shelling the city

and operating on the flank of the enemy as they surrounded the

fort.

A list of the names of the killed and wounded I will furnish here-

after.

Respectfully siibmitted.

S. G. HICKS,
Colonel Fortieth Illinois Infantry, Commanding Post.

Capt. J. H. Odlin,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headqtjarters Post of Paducah,
Paducah, Ky., April 20, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that at 13 m. on Thursday, the

14tli instant, the rebel General Buford, with the Third, Seventh, and
Eighth Kentucky Confederate Cavalry,""about 3,000 strong, made a
dash on this place, as usual coming in under white flags. When in

range of my pickets they fired tipon them ; the fire was returned,

and the guards fell back to Fort Anderson, where I concentrated all

my force. The e'lemy now made their appearance in the skirts of

the timber about 1 mile distant. The guns in the fort immediately
opened upon them. They then started a flag of truce in the direc-

tioji of the fort. I sent my adjutant out to meet it. On approach-

ing the bearer, Lieutenant-Colonel Marco, he or<j[ered him to remain
where ho was and sent the communication to me, of which the fol-

lowing is a copy :

Headquarters Confederate Forces,
In front of Paducah, Ky., April 14, 1864.

Colonel Hicks,
Commanding PoU

:

Sat : Reluctant to endanger the lives of women and children and non-combat-

* Mounted Infantry.
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ants, I respectfully request that you order all such out of the town. They will be
allowed to pass through my lines, and will be allowed one liour to get out.

I am, very respectfully,

A. BUFORD,
Brigadier-Geiieral , Commanding Forces.

To wMch I replied :

Headquarters Post of Paducah.
Padiccah, Ky., April U, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. Bdford,
Commanding Confederate Forces

:

Sir : I have this moment received yours of this date. Your notice of one hour
to let the women and children out exhibits an act of humanity on your part, but
do not allow your men to sack the city during that time, nor attempt to take posi-

tion, or I will fire on you. After that time come ahead ; I am ready for you.
Very respectfully,

S. G. HICKS,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

Notwithstanding tliis ^varning, and while I was giving the notice
according to agreement to " women and children and non-combat-
.nnts,"' and withliohling my fire, parties of the enemy were going
tlirough the upper part of the city, under protection of wliite flags,

breaking into houses and robbing and plundering.
This being brought to my notice by one of the messengers I sent

out, I immediately ordered Lieutenant-Colonel Eaton, Seventy-sec-
ond Ohio, with 200 men to jsass up the river under cover of the gun-
boats and guns of the fort and drive them from the city.

On appearance of Colonel Eaton's command on the streets, the
enemy fell back to the main force, which immediately commenced
retreating in the direction of Mayfield.

I now commenced shelling them from the fort, the gun-boats also
opening upon them, but with what effect I am unable to learn.
We sustained no loss from this raid except in Government horses,

about 40 of which were taken during the pending of the flag of
truce.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. G. HICKS,

Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. J. H. Odlin,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

ADDENDA.

HEADQUAR'TEfts DISTRICT OF CaIRO,
Cairo. Ill, April 2, 1864.

Col. S. G. Hicks, '

i

Commanding, Paducah, Ky. :

Dear Sir : Your gallant and successful defense of your post
against a force so superior that to have been overpowered would
have been no dislionor has awakened the deepest gratitude and ad-
miration, not only of your fellow soldiers, but of the patriotic and
loyal throughout the country. Threatened atVhis point and at Co-
lumbus, with a force entirely inadequate for defense, I was unable
to relieve you as promptly and as fully as your coiidition required.
In maintaining your position and defeating an enemy ten times

your own number in a series of despera':e conflicts, yoti more than
sustained your well-earned character as a brave and accomplished
officer, and the few but noble and gallant men you commanded
proved to be every man a hero. I cannot better convey to you and
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them the expression of my own feelings than by repeating a portion
of a communicatio}! from Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurllnit, commanding
tlie Sixteenth Army Corps, on the same subject

:

I am very much pleased with the report from Paducah. Convey to Colonel
Hicks and his oflBcers and men my thanks for their good conduct, which thanks
wid be forwarded to them in orders as soon as I receive the official details.

The destiuction of Paducah is well deserved.

Awaiting your official report, I remain, your obedient servant,
M. BRAYMAN,

Brigadier- General, Coinmanding.

No. 7.

Report ofMuJ. James F. Cliapman, One hundred and twenty-second
Illinois Infantry, of attack on Paducah.

Hdqrs. DetachxMent 122d Illinois Volunteers,
Paducah, Ky., March 29, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to report the part taken by my com-
mand in the engagement at this place on the 3oth day of March,
1864, between the forces of General N". B. Forrest and those under
your command :

Early on the morning of the 25th, I received orders of you through
Lieut. Sargeant McKnight to keep my command in readiness to

move at a moment's warning, and in case of an alarm to move into

Fort Anderson at once. Between 1 and 3 p. m. a scout informed me
that the enemy Avere in 3 miles of the city and approaching very
rapidly. I immediately formed my men and moved to the fort as

ordered, and formed my command on the west side of the fort, with
my right and left •respectivelj'' resting near two 24-pounder siege

guns, while in my center was a 24-pounder howitzer. In this posi-

tion I awaited the approach of the euemy. At about 3 o'clock I dis-

covered them forming in my front at a distance of 1,0U0 yards. They
very soon moved forward in three lines, with skirmishers in front.

The latter took possession of some dwellings and the general hospi-

tal No. 1, and commenced firing at us through the windows and
around the corners of the houses. FrotR this position they were
soon dislodged. About this time a flag of truce was seen coming in,

and I ordered my men to cease firing. Soon after the flag of truce

returned the enemy again advanced, this time in heavy force led by
Brig. Gen. A. P. Thompson. They filled all the houses in reach of

the fort, and oijened a heavy fire from behind every obstacle that

would afford them protection. While the battle was raging General
Thompson v/as struck by a shell and instantly killed ; two of his

stafi: also fell dead near the spot where he lajj^ From the time
they began to move into the houses until they were repulsed the

fire of small-arms was almost incessant. Toward the last the firing

was scattering, I having ordered my men not to fire without they

could see the enerqy. A feint, as though they would renew the as-

sault, was made, but they fell back and did not renew it, and by
o'clock none of the enemy were in sight. Thus, after near three

hours of hard fighting, the enemy M'^as completely repulsed, leaving

on the field 1 of their best generals, 1 captain, and 1 lieutenant, all
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killed. As tliey moved all the "wonnded and most of the dead, it was
impossible for me to ascertain what was their loss in my immediate

front. As several wagons were employed for near half an hour re-

moving them, I concluded their loss was very heavy. Fifteen dead

bodies were left on the ground near the fort.

In behalf of my officers and men the highest praise is due. Not
one but did his duty nobly. To particularize would be to name ea,ch

officer and man. Never did men behave better or maneuver with
better judgment.
My command consisted of Company C, Capt. L. King, 45 men

;

Company H, Capt. Ben. Leigh, 40 men ; Company K, Capt. Josiah

Borough, 35 men ; aggregate, 120.*

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
J. F. CHAPMAN,

Major, Commanding Detachment 133cZ Illinois Volunteers.

Col. S. G. Hicks,
Commanding Post.

No. 8.

Reports of Col. William H. Lawrence, Thirty-fourth New Jersey
Infantry, of affairs at Columbus, etc.

Headquarters of the Post,
Columbus, Ky.. April 11, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that at 1 p. m. this day my
pickets were driven in by about 50 of the enemy's cavalry, capturing
1 corporal of the Thirty-fourth New Jersey Volunteers and wound-
ing 1 of the Third U. S. Colored Troops. I ijumed lately sent out
mymounted infantry and drove them 7 miles, wounding 1 and capt-
uring his arms.
Reports from refugees have been A^ery numerous to-day. The

enemy are reported in squads of 50 and GO all through the country.
A scout of 7 of Colonel Bell's command came into Hickman last

night, and reported Bell, 700 strong, marching on the town.
It is reported to-day by 3 or 3 refugees, who have every appear-

ance of truth, that Forrest has IG pieces of artillery; that he has
been heavily re-enforced ; that he ordered liis artillery from Jackson
to Trenton last Thursday ; that at Trenton he has large supplies,
and has stated he will try Columbus and Paducah, as he is not satis-

fied witli his reception there. I tlaink there is some truth in these
repoi'ts, owing to the large number of small parties about the coun-
try. The gun-boat left Jiere day before yesterday without reporting.
I would respectfully ask that a gun-boat be dispatched here without
delay. '*'

It is impossible for us to repair the telegraph, as the enemy have
some 200 or 300 at Blandville. If you have any spare troops I

should like to have them, as I feel that I might be attacked at any
hour, and Major De Buol. having inspected Fort Halleck, reports
that there is but one serviceable gun in tlie fort. Tlie trench is also

* Nominal list of Ciusualties accompanying this report sUovva 5 men wounded.
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in a very bad condition. The general commanding may rely upon
my not being taken by snrprise, and nothing that I can do shall be
left undone.

I am, captain, very respectfully, j^our obedient servant,
WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,

Colonel Sitli Xew Jersey Volunteers, Commanding Post.

Capt. J. H. Odlin, Assistant Arljuiant-General. '

From scouts just in the enemy in squads of 200 or 300 are reported
in every direction.

W. H. L.

Headquarters of the Post,
Columbus, Ky., Api-il 13, 1864.

Captain : I inclose copy of a communication i-eceived this morn-
ing at G o'clock and ray reply to the same. This was brought in by a
flag of truce. Tlie only information I could obtain was that they had
a division under Buford, principally of mounted infantry.
The steamer L. M. Kennett happened to be here with a battery of

2-i-pounders and the detachment of Colonel Rinaker's regiment, and
some 100 men in squads. I have detained the steamer. The steamer
jVIaria Denning is only a few hours behind with l,fiOO troops. The
gun-boat has gone down the river and not yet returned.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,

Colonel Thirty-fourth Neiv Jersey Volunteers,

Capt. J. H. Odlin, Assistant Axljutant-Oeneral.

[Inclosure No. 1.]

Headquarters Confederate Forces,
Before Columbus, Ky., April 13, 1804.

The Commanding Officer IT. S. Forces, Columbus, Ky. :

Fully capable of taking Columbus and its garrison by force, I

desire to avoid the shedding of blood and therefore demand the un-
conditional surrender of the forces under your command. Should
you surrender, the negroes now v\ arms will be returned to their

iuasters. Should I, however, be compelled to take the place, no
quarter will be shown to the negro troops whatever; the white
troops will be treated as prisoners of war.

I am, sir, yours,
A. BUFORD,

Brigadier- General.
[Inclosure No. 2.]

Headquarters op the Post,
Columbus, Ky., April 13, 1864.

Brig. Gen. A. Buford,
Commanding Confederate Forces before Columbus, Ky.:

General : Your communication of this date is to hand. In
reply I would state that, being placed by my Government with ade-

quate force to hold ^nd repel all enemies from my post, surrender is

out of the question.

I am, general, very respectfully,

WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,
Colonel ?Atli Ncv: Jrrsty Volitnleers, Commanding Post.
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Headquarters (w the Post,
Colvmhiis; Ky., April 20, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report foi- ihe. infoi-niatioii of the gen-

eral commanding that Brig. Gen. George F. Shepley arrived here on
the morning of the 1.3th instant, on the steamer Olive Branch. He
informed me that as they passed Foi't Pillow he saw a flag of truce,

and was informed that there had been severe fighting "going on. As
the steamer passed the fort firing began, and he saw the American
flag hauled down, or the halyards shot away, he could not tell which.
Afterward saw a flag he could not make out, but not higher than a
regimental flag. He then went on to say that he believed the fort

had surrendered, and was at this tim^e expecting an attack upon my
post, and General Shepley offered me two batteries of light artillery,

which he said were fully manned and equipped. I am informed
there were some 200 infantry on board the steamer in addition to the
artillery.

I am, captain, very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,

Colonel, Commanding Post.

Capt. J. H. Odlin,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 9.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Stephen A. Hnrlbvt, U. 8. Army, commanding
Sixteentli Army Corp)s, of the capture of Fort Pillow.

Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps,
Memphis, Tenn., April 15, 1864.

General : Fort Pillow, garrisoned by fo;ir companies Alabama
Siege Artillery, under Major Booth, and about 250 recruits for Thir-
teenth Tennessee Cavalry, under Major Bradford . was attacked by a
heavy body of the enemy, commanded by Major-General Forrest in
person, on the morning of the 12tli instant.

A surrender was demanded and refused and the fort was held
until ahout 3 p. m., at which time the enemy in overwhelming num-
bers carried the fortifications by assault. Resistance was gallantly
made until the last moment, notwithstanding the loss of Major
Booth, the brave commander, at air efwly period of the engagement.
After resistance had ceased the enemy, in gross violation of all hon-
orable warfare, butchered in cold blood the prisoners and wounded.
For the proof of these charges I refer you to the official report of

Acting Master W. Ferguson, U. S. Navy, and of Lieutenant Van
Horn, Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored troops), late First Ala-
bama Siege.

The list* of killed and wounded, so far as received, accompanies
this report, and demonstrates the severity of the action. It is un-
questionably true that the colored troops rbught desperately and
nearly all of them are now killed or wounded ; but few are held as
prisoners.

The armament of the fort : Two 10-pounder Parrotts, two 6-

pounder field guns, two 12-pounder howitzers, with about 100 rounds
to the piece, were captured in good order by the enemy, and are now
held by them.

*See Van Horn's and Ferguson's reports, pp. 569 and 571.
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I received notice of the attack about 7 p. m. of the 13th, and im-
mediately ordered the Fifty-fifth U. S. Infantry, colored troops, to
embark on the Glendale ; but within an hour after issu.ing the order
authentic intelligence of the capture of the fort and garrison and of
the force of the enemy was received, and the order countermanded.

I am this day informed that the rebels have abandoned the neigh-
borhood of Fort Pillow, and I therefore allow the boats which have
accumulated here to pass up the river. I cannot conclude this report
without very earnestly calling the attention of the War Department
through you to the necessity of some vigorous action on their part to
insure the treatment due to soldiers to our colored troops. Not only
is it due to our good name, but it will be necessary to preserve dis-
cipline among tliem. In case of an action in which they shall be
successfully engaged, it will be nearly impracticable to restrain them
from retaliation.

Among the officers killed in this engagement I was personally
acquainted only with Maj. L. F. Booth, Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery,
colored. He was a good soldier and brave officer, and fell honorably
in the gallant discharge of duty.

I have the honor to be, general, your obedient servant,

S. A. HURLBUT,
Major- Genet-al.

Maj. Gen. J. B. McPherson,
Commanding Department of the Tennessee.

[Indorsement.]

Hdqrs. Dept. and Army of the Tennessee,
Huntsville, Ala., April 24, 18G4.

Respectfully forwarded to headquarters Military Division of the
Mississippi, and attention of the commanding-general called to the
barbarous outrages committed upon the troops at Fort Pillow. The
case demands the serious consideration of the Government.

JAS. B. Mcpherson,
Major- General.

Memphis, April 15, 1864.

General : Fort Pillow was captured after a desperate resistance
by assault on the 1 2th.

We have lost over 250 in killed and wounded. The rebels butch-
ered the negro troops after resistance ceased. Six guns—two 10-

pounder Parrotts, two 6-pounders, two 12-pounder howitzers, were
captured. The fort is now reported abandoned by them. Our gar-
rison was four companies, William D. Tui'ner's artillery (colored),
and 250 recruits (Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry) ; in all, about 550
men, which was a sufficient force for the fort.

Forrest has moved east and north. Lei3 is reported moving from
Grenada to Columbus on account, it is said, of a movement on Tus-
caloosa. Loring is on the line of the Tombigbee, i5toving north.

I have ordered iip the four regiments of the Third Division of the
Seventeenth Corps, now in Vicksburg, as soon as practicable, that I

may have some movable troops. The veteran cavalry is detained
at Saint Louis for w3nt of horses. The enrolled militia is rapidly
improving, and I think will fight if needed in the city.

S. A. HURLBUT,
• Major- General,

Major-General Sherman.
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No. 10.

Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas H. Harris, Assistant Adjutant-Gen-

eral, U. S. Army, of the garrison at Fort Pillow, etc.*

Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps,
Memphis, Tenn., Ap>ril 20, 1864.

Sir : i wish to state that one section of Contipany D, Second U. S.

Lig'lit Artillery (colored), 1 commissioned officer and 40 men, Avere

sent to Fort PilloAv about February 15, as part of the garrison.

The garrison at Fort Pillow, by last reports received, consisted of

the First Battalion, Sixth U. S." Heavy Artillery (colored), 8 com-
missioned officers and 213 enlisted men ; one section Company D,
Second U. S. Light Artillery (colored), 1 commissioned officer and
40 men ; First Battalion, Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, Maj. W. F.

Bradford, 10 commissioned officers and 285 enlisted men. Total
white troops, 295 ; total colored troops, 263 ; grand total, 557. Six
field pieces—two 6-pounders, two 12-pounder howitzers, and two
10-pounder Parrotts.

T. H. HARRIS,
Lieutenant-Colonel and Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Inclosure No. ].]

Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps,
Memx)his, Tenn., March 28, 1864.

Maj. L. F. Booth,
Comdg. First Battalion, First Alabama Siege Artillery:

Sir : You Avill proceed with your own battalion to Fort Pillow
and establish your force in garrison of the Avorks there. As you
will be, if I am correct in my memory, the senior officer at that post,
you will take command, conferring, howcA^er, freely and fully with
Major Bradford, Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, whom you will find
a good officer, though not of much experience.
There are two points of land fortified at Fort Pillow, one of which

only is now held by our troops. You will occupy both, either with
your own troops alone or holding one Avith yours and giving the
other in charge to Major Bradford. The positions are commanding,
and can be held by a small force against almost any odds.

I shall send you at this time tAvol2-pounder hoAvitzers, as I hope
it will not be necessary to mount heavy guns. Yoi; will, hoAvever,
immediately examine the ground and the' works, and if, in your
opinion, 20-pounder Parrotts can be advantageously used, I will
order them to you. My own opinion is that there is not range
enough. Major Bradford is well acquainted Avith the country, and
.sliould keep scouts well out, and forwai'd all information received
direct to me.

I think Forrest's check at Paducah will nrit dispose him to try the
river again, bvit that he Avill fall back to Jackson and thence cross
the Tennessee ; as soon as this is ascertained I shall AvithdraAV your
garrison. Nevertheless, act promptly in putting the works into per-
fect order and the post into its strongest defense. Allow as little

intercourse as possible Avith the country, and cause all supplies which

* Copies of this report and the following papers, marked as inclosures Nos. 1, 2,

and 3, were foi-warded to the War Department by Lieutenant-Colonel Harris.
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go out to "be examined with great strictness. No man whose loyalty
is questionable should be allowed to come in or go out while the enemy
is in West Tennessee.

Your obedient servant,

S. A. HURLBUT,
Major- General.

[Inclosure No. 2.]

Major-General Hurlbut
:

General :

Headquarters Fort Pillow,
Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 3, 1864.

Everything seems to be very quiet within a radius of from 30 to 40
iniles around, and I do not think any apprehensions need be felt or
fears entertained in rofcronce to this place being attacked or even
threatened. I think it perfectly safe.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

L. F. BOOTH,
Major Sixth U. S. Heary Artillery (colored), Cortidg. Fort.

[Inclosure Ko. .3.]

W. R. McLagan, a citizen of the United States, being first duly
sworn, states upon oath that for the last tAvo years he has been
ti-ading between Saint Louis, Mo., and Covington, Tenn.; that at
the time of the attack upon Fort Pillow. April 12, 1864, he was at
Covington, Tenn., and was taken by Genei'al Forrest as a conscript
1)11 the 13tli of Ajiril, with about 30 other citizens; that on the
evening of the 12tii of April Major Bradford, Thirteenth Tennessee
Cavalry, U. S. forces, arrived at Covington under guard as a pris-

oner of war, and was reported as such to Colonel DuckAvorth,
commanding Seventh Tennessee Cavalry, Confederate forces ; that
on the loth of April Major Bradford and the conscripts, including
tlie affiant, were placed in charge of two companies oi the Seventh
Tennessee Cavalry, Captains Russell and Lawler commanding.
They were taken to Brownsville, Tenn. , and started from there to

Jackson, Tenn.
When they had proceeded about 5 miles'rfrom Brownsville a halt

was made, and Major Bradford was taken about 50 yards from the
command by a guard of 5 Confederate soldiers in charge of a lieuten-

ant, and was there deliberately sh(;t, 3 of the Confederate soldiers

discharging their iire-arms, ail of wliich toolc effect, killing him
instantly. This was on the 14th day of April, 1804, near dusk ; that
the body of Major Bradford was left unburied in the woods about
r)0 yards from the ro;id.

The affiant, with the oilier conscrii)ts, was takey cm to Jackson,
and on the 22d day of Aprli the affiant and ,'.'5 others^;f the conscri^jts

n:ade their escajie from the Confedei'ate foi'ces at Jackson. (Jn the
way back he saw the body of Majf)r Bradford Jyiug in the same place
Avhere lie was shot. This was on Satiirday night, the '33d of April.

Major Bradford, befijre he wms shot. Fell on his knees and said that
he had fought them manfully, and wished lo be tr;^ated as a prisoner
of war.

W. R. McLAGAN.
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Headquateks District of West Tennessee,
Memphis, Term. , April 25, 1864.

Subscribed and sworn to before me tliis day.
T. H. HAREIS,

Lieut. Col. and Asst. Adjt. Gen., Siaieentli Army Corps.

jSTo. 11.

Report of Capt. John G. Woodrvff, One hundred and thirteenth

Illinois Infantry, of the capture of Fort Pilloiv.

Cairo, III.,

April 15, 1864.

General : In compliance witli your request last evening, I make
the folloAving report concerning the capture of Fort Pillow:
Arrived in sight of Fort Pillow on Wednesday, the 13th, about 9

a. m., at which timfe the gun-boat No. 28, which escorted us up,
opened fire on the fort. After firing about 10 shots a flag of truce
appeared at the fort, when she ran in and signaled for the Platte
Valley (our boat) to turn back, which we did (we having run by
the fort without molestation). I went on shore, and while our men
were engaged carrying the wounded on board the boat I with other
officers, on invitation from General Chalmers, visited the fort. We
saw the dead bodies of 15 negroes, most of them having been shot
through the head. Some of them were buriied as if by powder
around the holes in their heads, which led me to conchide that they
were shot at very close range.
One of the gun-boat officers who accompanied us asked General

Chalmers if the most of the negroes were not killed after they (the

enemy) had taken possession. Chalmers replied that he thought
they had been, and that the men of General Forrest's command had
such a hatred toward the armed negro that they could not be re-

strained from killing the negroes after they had captured them.
He said they were not killed by General Forrest's or his orders, but
that both Forrest and he stopped the massacre as soon as they were
able to do so. He said it was nothing better than we could expect
so long as we persisted in arming the negro.
Chalmers said that all of his forces would be out of the place by

3 o'clock of that day, and that the main body was already moving.
He also said to the officers, myself included, that Forrest's command
would never fire on transport steamers. Chahners told me they
took about 25 negroes as prisoners. We saw two bodies of negroes
burning.
The above is all I kuoAv of the aft'air which is of importance.

I have the honor to be, general, your o'bcdient servant,

JOHN G. WOODRUFF,
Captain Company G, Vioili H'Anois Infan. y.

Brigadier-General Beayman,
Commanding U. 8. Forces, Cairo, III.
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No. 13.

Report of Lieut. Mack J. Learning, Adjutant Tliirteenth Tennessee
Cavalry, of the capture of Fort Pilloiv.

Adjutant-GenepvAl's Office, State of Tennessee,
Nashville, Tenn., January 17, 1865.

Sir : I have tlie lionor to acknowledge the receipt of your commu-
nication of the olst ultimo, and, in accordance with the direction
therein contained, to make the followine- report of the battle of Fort
Pillow:
On the 12th day of April, 18G-1, the Federal forces stationed at Fort

Pillow, Tenn., consistcl of one battalion of the Sixth U. S. Heavy
Artillery (colored troops), one battery Second U. S. Light Artillery
(colored troops), and the Thirteenth Regiment West Tennessee Vol-
unteer Cavalry, which was theii recruiting, having four companies
mustered into the U. S. service and the fifth company ready for
muster. The men composing this company had been enlisted by
Capt. John L. Poston, and repeated applications had been made to
have them mustered into the U. S. service, but no mustering officer
could be sent for that purpose. Our entire garrison numbered some
550 effective men, with six pieces of artillery, the whole under com-
mand of Maj. L. F. Booth, of the Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery
(colored troops). In addition to this force the U. S. gun-boat New
Era, Captain Marshall, was stationed off Fort Pillow and partici-
pated in the engagement, but owing to the high bluffs, and in conse-
quence of the long range she was obliged to take with her guns but
little assistance was rendered the garrison from this quarter.
At 5.30 o'clock on the morning of the 13th of April, 1864, our

pickets were attacked and driven in by the advance of the enemy,
under command of Genei-al Forrest. Our garrison immediately
opened fire on the advancing rebels from our artillery at the fort,

while Companies D and E, of the Thirteenth West Tennessee Cav-
alry, were deployed as skirmishers, which duty they ])erformed until
about 8 a. m., when tliey were comi)elled to retire to the fort after
considerable loss, in Avhich Lieutenant Barr, of Company D, was
killed.

The firing continued without cessation, principally from behind
logs, stumps, and under cover of thick underbrush and from high
knolls, until about 9 a. m., when the rebel* made a general assault
on our works, which was successfully reinilsed with severe loss to

tliem and but slight loss to our garrison. We, however, suffered

I)retty severely in the loss of commissioned officers by the unerring
aim of the rebel sharpshooters, and among this loss I have to record
tlie name of our post commander, Maj. L. F. Booth, who was killed

almost instantly by a musket-ball tlirough the breast.

Maj. W. F. Bradford, of the Thirteenth Vv"est Tennessee Volunteer
Cavalry, being the next ranking officer, then assumed command of

the garrison and directed tlie remainder of our operations.

At about 11 a. m. the rebels made a second determined assault on
our works. In this attempt they were again successfully repulsed
with severe loss. The enemy succeeded, however, in obtaining pos-
session of two rows of barracks running parallel to the south side of
the fort and distant about 150 yards. The barracks had previoiisly
been ordered to be destroyed, but after severe loss un our part in the
attempt to execute the order our men were compelled to retire with-
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out accomplisJiing the desired end, save only to the row nearest to

the fort. From these barracks the enemy Jcopt up a murderous fire

on our men, despite all our efl'orts to disiu(l^;e him.
Owing to the close proximity of these buildings to the fort, and

to the fact that they were on considerably lower ground, our artillery

could not be sufficiently depressed to destroy them, or even render
them untenable for the enemy. Musketry and artillery firing con-
tinued, however, on both sides with great energy, and although our
garrison was almost completely siirrounded, all attemi^ts of the
enemy to carry our works by assault were successfully repulsed, not-

withstanding his great superiority in n umbers.
At 3.30 p. m. firing suddenly ceased in consequence of the appear-

ance of a white flag displayed by the enemy. The party bearing the
flag was halted about 160 yards from the fort, when we Avere iji-

foi'uied by one of the party that tlicy had a commuTucation from.

General Forrest to the commanding oilicer of the U. S. forces at

Fort Pillow. I was ordered out, accompanied by Captains Brad-
ford and Young, to receive this cojiinrariicatiou, v.'hicli I took back
to the fort while the party bearing the wimc remained for an answer.
As nearly as I can remember the coniminiicati;;ai ^viia as follows

:

Headquarters C<.)nfp;df.rate Cavalry,
Near Futi Pilloif, Tmu.. April 12, 1864.

Maj. L. F. Booth,
Commanding U. S. Forces at Fort PiUow

:

Major : Your gallant defense of Fort Pillow has cntitlcrl j'ou to the treatment uf
brave men. I now demand the unconditional surrenderor your forces, at the same
time assuring you tliat you will be treated as prisoners oi' wnv. I have receivcid a
new supply of ammunition and can take joiir worlds by assmiit, and if comijelled
to do so you must take tlio consequences.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. B. FOKHEST,

I\Iajor-Geiieral, Commumling Coiifederute Cavalry.

To this communication I v.'as ordered to make the following reply,
which I placed in a sealed envelope, addi'e.ssed to Majm'-General For-
rest, and delivered to the party in waiting :

llEADiOUARTJiES U. S. FORCES,
Fort Pillou-, Tcnn., April 12, 1864.

Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest,
Commanding Confederate Cavalry :- «

General : Yours of tliis inst.ant is ]-ecoived. and in rcjily I have to ask one hour
for consultation and consideratioji wit)i my olticersandtl;e oificers of the gun-boat.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
I.. F. BOOTH,

Major. Commanding U. S. Forces.

Desiring to conceal from the enemy the fact of fhe death of Major
Booth and cause him to l>;>]iuvo Hint he was still in .onimand, it was
deemed not only pi'oper but advisaljle that 1 stt)pend Ids name to the
communication.

I again re^jaired to the fori, wliero I had been but a few mintites
when the party bearing the white flag again mfidH its apjiearance
with a second xjommunication, and I was again sent out to meet the
.same. This time, just as an officer was in Hie act of handing me the
communication, anotJier oili err galloped v.\) and s;dd, ''That gives

you twenty minutes to surrender; I aui Uun'iral Fi.^rrost." This I
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took back to the fort, tlie party remaining as before for an answer.
It read as follows :

Headquarters Confederate Cavalry,
Near Fort Pilloiv, April 13, 1864.

Maj. L, F. Booth,
Commanding U. S. Forces at Fort Pilloic:

Major : I do not demand the, sxirrender of the gun-boat ; twenty mijiutes will be
given rou to take your men outside the fort and surrender. If in tliat time this

demand is not complied with I will immediately proceed to assault your works, and
you must take the consequences.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. B. FORREST,

Major-Oeneral, C. S. Army.

After a short consultation with the officers of the garrison, it was
unanimously voted not to surrender. In accordance with this de-

cision I was ordered to write and deliver to the party in waiting the
following communication

:

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 13, 1864.

Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest,
Commanding Confederate Cavalry :

General : I will not surrender.
Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

L. F. BOOTH,
Commanding U. S. Forces, Fort Pillow.

This I delivered to General Forrest in person, who broke open the

envelope in my presence, and after a hasty perusal of its contents re-

folded it, when we simply saluted and each went our way.
During the cessation of firing on both sides, in consequence of the

flag of truce offered by the enemy, and while the attention of both
officers and men was naturally directed to the south side of the fort

where the communications were being received and answered, For-

rest had resorted to means the most foul and infamous ever adopted
in the most barbarous ages of the world for the accomplishment of

his design. Here he took occasion to move his troops, partially

under cover of a ravine and thick underbrush, into the very position

he had been fighting to obtain throughout tlio entire engagement,
up to 3.30 p. m. Consequently, when the final decision of the gar-

rison had been made known, the rebel charge was immediately
soimded ; when, as if rising from out the very earth on the center

and nortli side, within 20 yards of our wDrlSs, the rebels received our

first fire, wavered, rallied again and finally succeeded in breaking
our lines, and in thus gaining possession of the fort. At this junct-

ure, one company of the Sixth U. S. HeavyArtillery, colored troops,

rushed down the bluff, at the summit of which were our works, and
many of them jumped into the river, throwing away their arms as

they fled.

Seeing that through a gross violation of the rules of civilized

warfare the enemy had now gained possession of G^ir works, and in

consequence that it would be useless to offer further resistance, our

men threw down their arms and surrendered. For a moment the

fire seemed to slacken. The scene which followed, however, beggars

all description. Thg enemy carried our works at about 4 p. m., and
from that time until dark, and at intervals throughout the night, our

men were shot down without mercy and almost without regard to

3G R R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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color. This horrid work of butchery did not cease even with the

night of murder, but was renewed again the next morning, when
numbers of our wounded were basely murdered after a long night

of pain and suffering on the field where they had fought so bravely.

Of this display of Southern chivalry, of this wholesale butchery of

brave men, white as well as black, after they had surrendered, and
of the innumerable barbarities committed by the rebels on our sick

in hospitals and the bodies of our dead, I do not deem it necessary

further to speak, inasmuch as the Committee on the Conduct of the

War has made a full and accurate report of tlie same, in which the

barbarities practiced by the rebels at Fort Pillow are shown to have
been horrid in the extreme, and fully confirming even the most
seemingly exaggerated statements.
The fate of Maj. William F. Bradford, for a while involved in

some degree of doubt and obscurity, seems now to be clearly estab-

lished. Subsequent events show beyond a reasonable doubt that he
was brutally murdered the first night of his captiire.

Of tlie commissioned officers of the Thirteenth West Tennessee
Volunteer Cavalry (now the Fourteenth Regiment), all were killed

save First Lieut. Nicholas D. Logan, of C Company, who died in

prison at Macon, Ga., on 9th June, 1864, and myself, the adjutant
of the regiment.
The rebels were very bitter against these loyal Tennesseeaus, term-

ing them •home-made Yankees," and declaring they would give

them no better treatment than they dealt out to the negro troops
with whom they were fighting.

At about 10 a. m. the day following the capture of the fort, while
the U. S. gun-boat No. 28' from Memphis was shelling the enemy,
who, at the same time was engaged in murdei"ing our wounded,
Forrest sent a flag of truce to the commander granting him from
that time until 5 -p. m. to bury our dead and remove the few surviv-
ing wounded, he having no means of attending to them. This prop-
osition was accepted, and under it myself with some 59 others, all

that were left of the wounded, were carried on boai'd the transport
Platte Valley and taken to Mound City, 111., v/here we received good
care and medical treatment in the U. S. general hospital at that place.

But one commissioned officer of the garrison besides myself lived to

get there, and he (Lieutenant Porter) died soon afterward from the
eii'ect of his wound.
Of the number, white and black^ actually murdered after the sur-

render I cannot say positively ; however, from my own observation,
as well as from prisoners who were captured at Fort Pillow and
aiterward made their escape, I cannot estimate that number at any-
thing less than 300.

From what I could learn at the time of the fight, as well as from
escaped prisoners since then, relative to tlie Confederate loss in the
attack and captui'e of Fort Pillow', I am confident that 500 men in

killed and wounded would not be an overestiinate. The Confederate
forces engaged, as nearly as I could ascertain, numbered some 7,000
men, under command of Generals Forrest, Chalmers, and McCulloch.
The bravery of our troops in the defense of Fort Pillow, I think,

cannot be questioned. Many of the men, and particularly the col-

ored soldiers, had never before been under fire
;
yet every man did

his duty with a courage and determined resolution, seldom if ever
surpassed in similar engagements. Had Forrest not violated the
rules of civilized warfare in taking advantage of the flag of truce in
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the manner I have mentioned in another part of this report, I am
confident we could have held the fort against all his assaults during
the day, when, if we had been properly sujjported during the night by
the major-general commanding at Memphis, a glorious victory to
the Union cause would have been the result of the next day's opera-
tions.

In conclusion, it may not be altogether improper to state that I

was one of the number wounded, at first considered mortally, after

the surrender ; and but for tlie aid soon afterward extended to me
by a Confederate captain, who was a member of an order to whicli
I belong (Free Masonry), I would in all probability have shared the
fate of many of my comrades who were murdered after having been
wounded. This captain had me carried into a small shanty, where
he gave me some brandy and water. He was soon ordered to his

company, and I was carried by the rebels into the barracks Vv^hich

they had occupied during the most of the engagement. Here had
been collected a great ntimber of our wounded, some of whom had
already died. Early the next morning these barracks were set on
fire by order of a rebel officer, Avho had been informed that they
contained Federal wounded. I was rendered entirely helpless from
the nature of my wound, the ball having entered my right side, and
ranging downward, grazed my lung, and deejjly imbedded itself in

my hip (where it still remains) out of easy reach of surgical instru-

ments. In this condition I had almost given uji every hope of being-

saved from a horrible death, Avhen one of my own men, who was
less severely wounded than myself, sitccceded in drawing me out of
the building, which the flames were then rapidly consuming.
As to the course owt Government should pursue in regard to the

outrages perpetrated by the rebels on this as well as on a number of

occasions during the existing rebellion, I have only to ex])ress ray
belief that some sort of retaliation should be adopted as the surest

method of preventing a recurrence of tlie fiendish barbarities prac-
ticed on the defenders of our flag at Fort Pillow.

I am, sir, very resijectfuily, your obedieiit servant,
MACK J. LEAMING,

Lieut, and Ailjt. lith Toiiiesnee Vol. Cav., late Vith Eegt.

Hon. E. M. Stanton,
Secretary of War.

No. 13.

Report of Lients. Francis A. Smiih and William deary, Tliir-

teentli Tennessee Caimlry, of the capture of Fort Pilloiu.

CiiRo. III.,

Aijril 18, 1864.

General : We have the honor of reiiorting to you, as the only
survivors of the commissioned officers of the Thirteentli Tennessee
Cavalry, that on the'raorniug of the L'^th day of the present month,
at about the hour of dayligJit. the rebels, numbering from 5.0U0 to

7.000, attaclced onr garrison at Fort Pillow, Tenn., numbering as it

did only about 500 effective men.
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They at first sent in a flag of truce demanding a surrender,, which
Major Booth, then commanding the post (Major Booth of the Sixth

U. S. Heavy Artillery, colored), refused. Shortly after this Major
Booth was shot through the heart and fell dead.

Maj. William F. Bradford, then commanding the Thirteenth Ten-
nessee Cavalry, assumed command of the fort, and under his orders

a continual fire was kept up imtil ahout 1 p. m., when our cannon and
the rifles of the sharpshooters were mowing the rebels down in such
numbers that they could not make an advance. The rebels then
hoisted a second flag of truce and sent it in, demanding an uncondi-
tional suri'ender. They also threatened that if the phice was not
surrendered no quarter would be shown. Major Bradford refused
to accept any such terms ; woiild not suri'ender, and sent back word
that if such were their intentions they could try it on. While this

flag of truce was being sent in the rebel officers formed their forces
in whatever advantageous positions they were able to select. They
then formed a hollow square around our garrison, placed their sharp-
shooters within our deserted bari'acks, and directed a galling fire

upon our men. They also had one biigfide in the trenches just out-
side the fort, whicli had been cut by our men only a few days l")efore,

and which provided them with as good protection as that held by
the garrison in the fort.

Their demand of the flag of truce having been refused, ilie order
was given by General Forrest in person to charge upon thc^ works
and show no quarter. Half an hour after the issuance of tliiw order
a scene of terror and massacre ensued. The rebels came pouring in
solid masses right over the blcast-^^'orks. Their numbers wci'e per-
fectly overwhelming. The moment they reached the top of the
walls and cou'menced firing as they desceiided, the colored troops
were panie-stricke]i, threw down their arras, and ran down the bluff,
])ursued sharply, begging for life, but escajje was impossible. The
Confederates had apjM-ehended such a residt, and had jjlaced a regi-
ment of cavalry Avliere it could cut off' all effective retreat. This
cavalry regiment ejuployed themselves in shooting down the negro
troops as fast as they made their appearance.
The whites, as soon as they perceived they were also to be butch-

ered inside the fort, also ran clown. They had previously thrown
down their arms and submitted. In many instances the men begged
for life at the hands of the enemy, even on their knees. They were
only made to stand u])on their feetc and then summarily shot down.

Capt. Theodore F. Bradford, of Ctmipany A, Thirteenth Tennes-
see Cavalry, was signal olhcer for the gun-boat, and was seen by
General Forrest Avitli the signal flags. "The general in person or-
dered Captain Bradford to be shot. He was instantly riddled with
bullets, nearly a full regiment having fired their pieces upon him.
Lieutenant Wilson, of Company A, Thirteentli Tennessee Cavalry,
was killed after he had surrendered, he having been previously
wounded. Lieut. J. C. Ackerstrom, Compaijy E, Thirteenth Ten-
nessee Cavalry, and acting regimental (luart^-ma.ster, was severely
wounded after he had surrendered, and then nailed to the side of the
house and the house set on fire, burning him to deotli. Lieut. Cord
Eevelle. Comimny E, Thirteenth Tennessee Ca\;ilry, AAfis shot and
killed after surrender.
Maj. William F. Bradford, commanding our forces. w;;s fli'od upon

after he hnd surrendered the garrison. Tiie relic!;' told h.hn he could
not surrender. Ho ran into the river and swam out some 50 yards,
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they all the time firifig- at him but failing to hit him. He was hailed
by an ofiii-fi- and told to return to the shore. He did so, but as he
nearod the shoi-e tlio riflemen discharged their pieces at him again.

Again they missed. He ran up the hill-side among the enemy with
a white handlcerehicf in his hand in token of his surrender, but still

thej^ continued to fire upon him. There were several Confederate
officers standing near at the time. None of them would order the
firing to cease, but when they found tliej' could not hit him they
allowed him to give himself up as a prisoner and paroled him to the
limits of the camp. They now claim that he violated his parole the
same night and escaped. We have heard from prisoners who got
away from the rebels that they took Major Bradford out in the
Hatchie Bottom and there dispatched him. We feel confident tliat

the story is true.

We saw several negroes burning up in their quarters on Wednes-
day morning. We also saw the rebels come bade that morning and
shoot at the wounded. We also saw them at .'i distance running
aboxxt. hunting up wounded, that they might shoot them. There
were some wliites also burning. The rebels also went to the negro
hospital, where about 30 sick were kept, and butchered them with
their sabers, haclving their lieads open in many instances, and then
sot fire to the buildings. They killed every negro soldier Wednesday
morning upon wliom they came. Those v.dio were able they made
stand up to ho shot. In one case a white soldier was found wounded.
He had been lying upon the ground nearly twenty-foxir hours, with-

out food or drink. Ho asked a rebel soldier to give him something
to drink. The latter turned about upon his heel and fired three

deliberate shots at him, saying, "Take that, you negro equality."

The poor fellow is alive yet. and in the hospital. He can tell the tale

for himself. They ran a great many into the river, and shot them oi-

drowned thorn there. They immediately killed all the ollicers who
were over the negro troops, excepting one, who has siiice died from
his Avounds. Tliey took out from Fort Pillow about one hundred
and some odd ])risoners (white) and JO negroes. Tliey hung and sliot

tlio negroes as 1 1 ipyi)assed along toward Brownsville iintil they wore
rii I c

)! them all. Out of the GOO troops, convalescents incliided, which
wore at the fort, tliey have only about 100 prisoners, all whites, and
w(- have about .50 wounded, who are paroled.

!iIajor Anders^m, Forrest's assistant adiutant-generoJ, stated tliat

they did not consider colored men as soldiers, but as property, and
as sucli. being used by our peojile, they had dest)'oyed them. This
was concurred in by Forrest, Chalmers, and McCulloch, tmd other

officers.

We respectfully refer you to the accompanying affidavit of Hardy
N. Revelie. lettered A, and those of Mrs. Rufins, lettered B, and Mrs.

Williams, lettered C*
Resi-)ectfuUy summitted

.

F. A. SMT-BJl.

First LiexdenonJ Company D. 13/7/ Tennps-see Cavalry.
WILLIAM CLEARY,

Second Lieut. Company B, 13th Tenne.%s'ec I'd?. Cavalry.

General M. BkaV^iax.

*See pp. 538, 530, and 533, respectively.



566 KT., SW. VA., TEWW., JflSS., ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XLIV.

No. 14.

Reports of Capt. Carl A. Lamberg, Battery I), Second U. S. Colo^'ed

Light Artillery, of the cajiture of FoH Pillow.

Near Memphis, Tenn.,
April 20, 1864.

Colonel : Nothaving as yet any statements and facts which would
enable me to make an official i-epurt, hut considering the interest

y£>^x have always shoAvii for my battery, it becomes my duty to write

you this letter and give a statement of what I have heard about the
section of the batterj'- which was on detached service at Fort Pillow,
Tenn., and took part in the fight of the 12th instant

:

Private John Kennedy, of said sectioii, returned here wounded
last Thursday. He informs me that the garrison fought well, re-

pulsed two attacks, and were in good spirits and hopes that they
would be able to hold the fort against the overwhelming forces
against them. He says it was considered among our men that if the
troops had remained in the rifle-pits (from where they were drawn to
the inner fort after Major Booth was killed) they may have held
their ground and defeated the enemy.
During the last attack, when the rebels entered the works, I heard

Major Bradford give the command, "Boys, save your lives." He
heard Lieutenant Bischoff, of the Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored
troops), object to this, saying to Major Bradford :

" Do not let the men
leave their pieces ; let us fight yet

;

" but the major, turning around
and seeing the rebels coming in from all sides, said, " It is of no use
any more ; " v/hereupon the men left their pieces and tried to escape in
different directions and manners. He himself ran down to the creek,
but within 3 feet of the same he was shot through both legs and
fell down. He saw Lieutenant Hunter (commanding officer of the
section of my battery), with several others, jump in the river, the
rebels firing at them, but he does not know with what effect, for at
the same moment he was taken by the rebels, who searched him,
turning his pockets inside out, requesting him to give up his green-
backs. &c. He saw some rebels go in a tent where Sergeant Mills
and Privates Lewis Ingraham, Peter Lake, and Anderson Smith,
all of my battery, were lying on their beds wounded and kill them,
shooting them through their heads and bodies, notwithstanding their
cries for mercy. He then was forced'to give up his jacket and j^ut

on a rebel coat, whereupon he was brouglit to a place about a mile
in the rear of the fort and put under guard, together with, as he
believes, 50 other prisoners, black and white. He saw among them
Lieutenant Bischoff, Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored), and First
Sergt. J. D. Fox, with .5 men of my battery. He, unable to move
around on account of his wound, was tied up to a tree and lashed
with a gun-sling. He saw the rebels kill several (to him unknown)
colored soldiers after the surrender. Some ofwthem were shot, others
knocked on their heads with muskets until they died. Some few of
the rebel officers and men objected to these cruelties and outrages,
but could not prevent it. He says he saw several wounded, but
does not know more than one of my men killed during the fight.

Mr. A. Alexander, a citizen of Memphis and sutler in my battery,
was bravely fighting the rebels notwithstanding his age (over 50
years). He is reported to have been killed during the fight and



obap. xliv.] foeeest's expedition into ^y. tenn. and ky. 567

afterward seen dead, still holding in his hand the mnsket he used so
well. He leaves a destitute widow with two small children. He
was a poor, but honest man.
The above are the main points of Private John Kennedy's repf)rt,

who was prisoner with the rebels to the forenoon of the loth instant,
when he managed to escape.

I have the honor to be, colonel, your most obedient servant.
CARL ADOLF LAMBERG.

Capf. Second U. S. LigJit Arty, {colored), Comdg. Batty. D.

Col. I. G. Kappner.

Hdqrs. Batty. D, 2d U. S. Light Artillery (Colored),
Near Memphis, Tenn., April 27, 1864.

Colonel : I hereby have the honor to submit the following report
with regard to the section of my battery which was on detached
service at Fort Pillow, Tenn. , and took part in the action at said place
on the 12th instant

:

The most reliable information I have been able to gain is the
report of John Kennedy, a private of my battery, who returned,
wounded, to this place two days after the engagement.
The section consisted of 1 commissioned oiiicer and 34 enlisted

men. Only 2 enlisted men have as yet returned to this place.

Private Kennedy informs me that the garrison foxight well, re-

pulsed two attacks, and were in good hopes to be able to hold the
fort. The fight continued for eight hours. He saw 6 men killed of

my battery, 5 of whom were killed after the surrender, having been
Ereviously wounded during the action, and lying in their tents. He
eard them ask for mercy, but the rebels did not listen to them but

shot some of them through their heads and bodies, knocking others

to death with their muskets. He saw a black woman, who was
wounded during the action, shot through the head and killed by one
of the rebels. During the last attack, when the rebels were climb-

ing the works and entering tlie fort, he heard Major Bradford give

the command, " Boys, save your lives." To this he heard Lieutenant
Bischoff, of the Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (colored), object, saying
to the major to order the men to remain at their guns and continue

to fight the enemy, but the major, turning around and seeing the

enemy coming in from all sides in ove*wkelming numbers, replied

that it was useless. Kennedy then, together with some others, ran

for the river, but within 2 feet of the same he was shot through
both legs and fell down. He saw Lieut. A. M. Hunter, the com-
manding of&cer of the section, with others, in the river ; he saw the

rebels fire at them, but he does not know with what effect, for he
was captured at same moment and dragged away. The rebels turned
his pockets inside out, and robbed him- of what little valuables he
had. He was then brought to the rear about a mile from the fort

and kept there over night, together with some othei" prisoners, about

50, as he believes, black and white. Unable to move on account of

his wound, he was tied to a tree and lashed with a gun-sling. He
saw 3 colored soldiers butchered to death by the rebels. They were
knocked on their heads with muskets until they expired. He saw
some few rebels, officers and privates, who tried to prevent these

outrages. He saw only one officer whom he knew among the pris-

oners, Lieutenant Bischoff, of the Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (col-
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ored). He states that after Major Booth was killed the troops were

drawn from the rifle-pits to the inner works by Major Bradford, and

that the thought was prevailing among the prisoners that if theyhad
remained at the rifle-pits our troops would have been able to hold

the fort. Kennedy was held as a prisoner to the day after the fight,

when he managed to escape.

The detached section from my battery consisted of ! commissioned

officer and 34 enlisted men, and the casualties are the following, viz :

Killed, enlisted men, 6 ; wounded, enlisted men, 3, (hospital in

Cairo); wounded, enlisted men, 1 (hospital in Memphis); escaped,

enlisted men, 1 (with the battery); prisoners, enlisted men, 5 ; total

accou)ited for, 16. One commissioned oflicer (First Lieut. A. M.
Hunter) and 18 enlisted men missing, with no information about
their fate.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfiiUy, your most obe-

dient servant,
GAEL ADOLF LAMBERG,

Capf. Comclg. Baity. D, 2d U. S. Light Artillerij (colored).

Lieut. Col. T. H. Harris,
Asst. Adjt. Gen.. Sixteenth Army Corps, Memphis, Tenn.

No. 15.

Report of Capt. William T. Smith, Sixth U. S. Colored Heavy Artil-

lery, of the capture of Fort Pilloiv.

Camp Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (Colored),
April 15, 18 04.

Sir : I have the honor to make the following statement in regard
to the battle of Fort Pillow. I was not in the battle, but arrived
there after the fort was captured, and by conversation with officers

that were engaged in the same and prisoners I learned the follow-
ing particulars :

On the morning of the 13th of April, at daybreak, the pickets were
attacked, and without resistance, which should have been made,
hastily returned to the fort. Major Booth, of the Sixth U. S. Heavy
Artillery (colored), was in commaad... He had made all disposition
that was in his power with the small force that was under his com-
mand, and when the enemy charged his rifle-pits they were repulsed,
and every time they met with the same ; and while Major Booth was
passing among his men and cheering the same to fight he was struck
m the head by a bullet and killed, after which the command retired
inside of the fort, when the enemy sent in a demaiid for the surren-
der of the fort immediately, which, demand was refused ; and while
consulting under the flag of truce the enemy advanced his lines by
crawling up on our breast-works. After the r^usal they charged our
worlds, and again were repulsed. They then sent in another de-
mand for surrender, which again was refused. They then stormed
the fort, and succeeded by their treachery in entering the same, and
they then commenced an indiscriminate slaughter of the command.
The fort never was surrendered. I passed over the field of battle
under the flag of truce (which was out to bury our dead), and I

there saw men who were shot after they had thrown down their
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arms and -^^ere in hiding-places that tliey had selected after the fort
was taken. A captain of one of the gun-lDoats informed me that the
rebel General Chalmers told him they did not intend to show any
mercy to the garrison of Fort Pillow when they attacked the same.
When I went over the field I was under the escort of Colonel Greer,
who informed me that it was the hardest battle that he was ever in

—

tlie most strongly contested. The apj^earance of a great many of
the dead men's bodies showed to me conclusively that they were
murdered.
The following is a list of the killed and wounded, as I have learned

from reports: Major Booth, Sixth U. S. Heavy Ai'tillery (colored),
killed ; Majoi- Bradford, Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, reported
murdered ; Captain Bradford, Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, killed

;

Captain Carson, Sixth U. S., killed ; Lieut. John D. Hill, Sixth U.
S., killed; Lieut. P. Bischoff, Sixth U. S., killed; First Sergeant
Weaver, Company C, Sixth U. S., killed; Sergeant-Major Hennes-
sey, Sixth U. S., murdered under flag of truce; Capt. Charles J.

Ejjeneter, wounded and prisoner; Lieu.t. Thomas W. McClure,
wounded and prisoner ; Lieutenant Lippett, wounded and in our
hands ; Sergt. Melville Jenks, reported killed. *

I am, very respectfully,

W. T. SMITH,
Captain Company C, Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery.

Lieut. George Mason.
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 16.

Report of Lieut. Daniel Van Horn. Sixth U. S. Colored Heavy Ar-
tillery, of the capture of Fort Pillow.

Hdqrs. Sixth U. S. Heavy Artili^ery (Colored),
Fort Pickering, Mein2)his, Tenn., April 11-, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
battle and capture of Fort Pillow, Tenn.

:

At sunrise on the morning of the 12tli of April, 1864, our pickets

were attacked and driven in, they makitig very slight resistance.

They were from the Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry.
Major Bootli, commanding tlic post, liad made all his arrange-

ments for battle that the limited force under his command would
allow, -and which was only 450 effective men, consisting of the First
Battalion of tlie Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery, five companies of the
Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, and one section of the Second U. S.

Light Artillery (colored), Lieutenant Hunter.
Arrangements were scarcely comi)leted and tlie-wmen placed in the

rifle-pits before the enemy came upon us and in ten times our num-
ber, as acknoAvledged by General Chalmers. They were repulsed
with heavy loss ; charged again and were again repulsed. At the
third charge Majoii Booth was killed, while i^assing among his men
and cheering them to fight.

* Bischoff, Weaver, Hennessey, and Jenks wei'e captured and held as prisoners of
war.
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The order was tlien given to retire iiiside tlie fort, .ind General

Forrest sent in a flag of truce demanding an unconditional siirrender

of the fort, which was returned with a decided refusal.

Diiring the time consumed by this consultation advantage was
taken by the enemy to place in position his force, they crawling up
to the fort.

After the flag had retired, the fight was renewed and raged with
fury for some time, when another nag of truce was sent in and an-

other demand for surrender made, they assiiring us at the same time
that they would treat us as " i^risoners of war."
Another refusal was returned, when they again charged the works

and succeeded in carrying them. Shortly Ijefore this, however,
Lieut. John D. Hill, Sixth'U. S. Heavy Artillery, was ordered out-

side the fort to burn some barracks, which he, with the assistance of

a citizen who accompanied him, succeeded in effecting, and in re-

turning was killed.

Major Bradford, of the Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, was now
in command. At 4 o'clock the fort was in possession of the enemy,
every man having been either killed, woiinded, or captured.
There never was a surrender of the fort, both officers and men de-

claring they never would surrender or ask for quarter.

As for myself, I escaped by putting on citizen's clothes, after I had
been some time their jOTSoner. I received a slight wound of the left

ear.

I cannot close this report without adding my testimony to that
accorded by others wherever the black man has been brought into
battle. Never did men fight better, and when the odds against us
are considered it is truly miraculous that we should have held the
fort an hour. To the colored troops is due the successful holding
out until 4 p. m. The men were constantly at their posts, and in
fact througli the whole engagement showed a. valor not, under the
circumstances, to have been expected from troops less than veterans,
either white or black.
The following is a list of the casualties among the officers as far

as known : Killed, Maj. Lionel F. Booth, Sixth U. S. Heavy Artil-
lery (colored) ; Maj. William F. Bradford, Thirteenth Tennessee Cav-
alry ; Capt. Theodore F. Bradford, Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry

;

Capt. Delos Carson, Company D, Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (col-

ored) ; Lieut. John D. Hill, Comjiany C, Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery
(colored) ; Lieut. Peter Bischoff,"''Co«ipany A, Sixth U. S. Heavy-
Artillery (colored). Wounded, Capt. Charles J. Epeneter, Com-
pany A, prisoner ; Lieut. Tliomas W. McClure, Company C, prisoner

;

Lieut. Henry Lippett, Company B, escaped, badly wounded ; Lieu-
tenant Van Horn, Company D, escaped, slightly wounded.

I know of about 15 men of tlie Sixth U. S. Heavy Artillery (col-

ored) having escaped, and all but 2 of them are wounded.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, &c.,

DANIEL VAN HORN,
2d Lieut. Company D, Sixth U. S. Heav'^ Artillery (colored).

Lieut. Col. T. H. Harris,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

*Not killed ; was taken prisoner.
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No. 17.

Repnrf of Aciing Master William Fprgunon. U. S. Nary, of fJie

capture of Fort Pillon-.

U. S. Steamer Silver Cloud,
Off MemijMs, Tenn., April 14, 1864.

Sir : In compliance with yonr request that I would forward to

you a written statement of what I witnessed and learned concern-
ing the treatment of our troops by the rebels at the capture of Fort
Pillow by their forces under General Forrest, I have the honor to

submit the following report

:

Our garrison at Fort Pillow, consisting of some 350 colored troops
and 200 of the Thirteenth Tennessee Cavalry, refusing to surrender,
the place was carried by assault about 3 j). m. of 12th instant.

I arrived off the fort at C a. m. on the morning of the 13th instant.

Parties of rebel cavalry were picketing on the hills around the fort,

and shelling those away I made a landing and took on board some
20 of our troops (some of them badly wounded), who had concealed
themselves along the bank and came out when they saw my vessel.

While doing so I was fired upon by rebel sharpshooters posted on
the hills, and 1 wounded man limping down to the vessel was shot.

About 8 a. m. the enemy sent in a flag of truce with a proposal
from General Forrest that he would put me in possessioji of the fort

and the country around until 5 p. m. for tlie purpose of burying our
dead and removing our woimded, whom he had no means of attend-

ing to. I agreed to the terms proposed, and hailing the steamer
Platte Valley, which vessel I had convoyed up from Memphis, I

brought her alongside and had the wounded brought down from the
fort and battle-field and placed on board of her. Details of rebel

soldiers assisted us in this duty, and some soldiers and citizens on
board the Platte Valley volunteered for the same purjjose.

We found about 70 wounded men in the fort and around it, and
buried, I should think, 150 bodies. All the buildings around the

fort and the tents and huts in the fort had been burned by the rebels,

and among the embers the charred remains of numbers of our sol-

diers who had suffered a terrible death in the flames could be seen.

All the wounded who had strength enough to speak agreed that

after the fort was taken an indiscriminate slaughter of our troops

was carried on by the enemy with a furious and vindictive savage-

ness Avhich was never equaled by the ihoSt merciless of the Indian
tribes. Around on every side horrible testimony to the truth of

this statement could be seen. Bodies with gaping wounds, some
bayoneted through the eyes, some with skulls beaten through, others

with hideous wounds as if their bowels had been ripped open with
bowie-knives, plainly told that but little quarter was shown to our
troops. Strewn from the fort to the river bank, in the ravines and
hollows, behind logs and under the brush where they had crept for

protection from the assassins who pursued them,'^we found bodies

bayoneted, beaten, and shot to death, showing how cold-blooded and
persistent was the slaughter of our unfortunate troops.

Of course, when a work is carried by assault there will always be
more or less bloodshed, even when all resistance has ceased ; but
here there were unmistakable evidences of a massacre carried on
long after any resistance could have been offered, with a cold-blooded
barbarity and perseverance which nothing can palliate.
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As near as I can learn, tliero -.vere about 500 men in the fort wLen
it was stormed. I received about 100 men, including the wounded
and those I took on board before the flag of trnce was sent in. The
I'ebels. I learned,, had few prisoners ; so that at least 300 of our troojis

must have been killed in this affair.

I have the honor to forward a list* of the wounded officers and
men received from the enemy under flag of truce.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
W. FERGUSON.

Acting Master, U. S. Xuvy, Cavidg. U, S. Steamer Silver Cloud.

Major-General Huelbut.

No. 18.

Report of Brig. Gfii. George F. Sliepley, U. S. Army, of affairs
April 12.

Headquarters Norfolk and Portsmouth.
XorfoUc, ('«., May 7, 18G-1.

Sir : At my own request, having been relieA'ed from duty as mili-

tary governor of Louisiana and ordered to report for duty to the
commanding general of the army, I loft New Orleans on the evening
of the Ctli of Ajaril as a jjassenger in the Olive Branch, N ew Orleans
and Saint Louis passenger steamer, not in the service of the Gov-
ernment, but loaded with male and female passengers and cargo of
private parties. The stea-mer was unarmed, and had no troops and
no miiskets for protection a^gainst guerrillas when landing at wood-
yards and other places.

The boat stopped at Vicksburg, and I went ashore. When I re-

lumed to the boat, as she was about lea'^'ing, I found that a detach-
ment of a portion of tlie men of two batteries—one Ohio and one
Missouri—belonging to tlie Seventeenth Army Corps, with the hors(!S.

guns, caissons, wagons, tenls. and baggage of tlie two batteries, had
been put on board, with orders, as 1 nf'terward learned on inquiring,
to report to General Braymaj; at Cairo.

The horses occiii^ied all of the available space, fore and aft, on the
sides of the boilers and machinery, -which were on deck. The gims,
caissons, baggage wagons, tents, g^.ri;json and camp ec^uipage were
piled up together on the bows, leaving only space for the gang-plank.
The men had no small-arms, so that Avhen the boatlancled, as hap-

pened in one instance, at a wood-yard where guerrillas had just
])assed, the pickets thrown out to prevent surprise wore necessarily
unarmed.
As the boat was approaching, and before it v/as in sight of Fort

Pillow, some females hailed it from the shore, and said the rebels
had attacked Fort Pillow and captured two boats on the river, and
would take us if we went on. »

The captain of the Olive Branch said they had probably taken the
'Millie Abel, which was due there about that time from Saint Louis.
.le turned his boat, saying he would go back to Memphis.

I objected tiT going back ; stopped the boat l)elow the next point
;

liailed another smaller steamer without passengers, wliich I saw ap-
proaching, and ordered it alongside. I ordered the captain of this

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 4 officers, and 37 white and 16 colored enlisted men.
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boat to cast off the coal barges he had in tow, and take me on board
with a section of a battery to go to Fort Pillow. While he was try-
ing to disencumber his boat of the coal barges, another boat, better
fitted for the purpose (the Cheek), hove in sight. Finding that I
could get her ready quicker than the other, I had her brought along-
side and went aboard myself with Captain Thornton, of my staff,

and Captain Williams, the ranking officer of the batteries. Before
we could get the guns on board, a steamer with troops hove in siglit

coming down the river from Fort Pillow. We could not distinguish
at first whetlier tliey were Union or rebel soldiers.

I asked Cajjtain f'egram, of the Olive Branch, if the story of the
women turue<l out to be true and the rebels had the steamer, could
his boat sinlc her. Captain Pegram replied :

" Yes, my boat can run
right over her.'' I ordered him to swing out into the stream to be
ready for her. When she approached we saw U. S. infantry soldiers
on board that had just passed the fort. She kept on going rapidly
doAvn with the current, only hailing the Olive Branch : "AH right
up there

;
you can go by. The gun-boat is lying off the fort." This

steamer was the Liberty.
We then proceeded up the river in the Olive Branch. Near Fort

Pillow some stragglers or guerrillas fired from the shore with mus-
ketry, aiming at the pilot-house.

I was then iu the pilot-house, and, as we ke])t on, I observed that
one of the two other boats I have mentioned, which followed us at
some distance, was compelled to i)ut back. The Olive Branch kejit

on to report to the gun-boat on the station.

An officer came off from tlie gun-boat in a small boat, and said he
did not want any boat to stop ; ordered us to go 6n to Cairo, and tell

captain (name not recollected) to send him immediately 400 rounds
of ammunition. There was no firing at the f(jrt at this time. The
Union flag was flying, and after we had passed the fort we could see

a "flag of truce"' outside the fortifications.

No signal of any kind was made to the boat from the fort or from
the shore.

No intimation was given us from the gian-boat, which had the
right to order a steamer of this description, other than the order to

l)roceed to Cairo to send down the ammunition.
From the fact that the Liberty had just passed down the river from

the fort, with troops on board ; from her hailing us to go by, and con-

tinuing her course down the I'iver without stjppping ; that no signal was
made the Olive Branch from the fort on the shore, and no attack was
being made on the fort at the time ; that the officer of the gun-boat
said he did not want any boats to stop, and ordered the captain of

the Olive Branch to go on and have ammunition sent down to him
by first boat, I considered, and now consider, that the captain of the
Olive Branch was not only justified in going on, but bound to pro-

ceed. The Olive Branch was incapable of rendering any assistance,

being entirely defenseless. If any guns could have been placed in

position on the boat, they could not have been ^elevated to reach
sharpshootei'S on the high, steep bluff outside the fort. A very few
sharpshooters from the shore near the fort could have prevented any
landing, and have taken the boat. We supposed the object of the
rebels was rather to seize a boat to effect a crossing into Arkansas
than to capture the fort. We had no means of knowing or suspecting
that so strong a position as Fort Pillow had not b(;en properly gar-

risoned for defense, when it was iu constant communication with
General Hurlbut at Memnhis.
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The Olive Branch had just left Memphis, General Hurlbut's head-
quarters, where it had been during the previous night. If it had not
been for the appearance of the Liberty, I should have attempted a
landing at Fort Pillow in the small steamer. If any intimation had
been given from the gun-boat, or the shore, I should liave landed
personally from the Olive Branch. The order given to the contrary
prevented it.

Coming fi'om New Orleans, and having no knowledge of affairs in
that military district, I could not presume that a fort, with uninter-
rupted water communication above and below, could possibly be
without a garrison strong enough to hold it for a few hours.

I write hastily and omit, from want of time, to state subsequent
occurrences at Fort Columbus and Cairo, except to say that at Fort
Columbus, in front of which Buford then was demanding a surrender,
I stopped, started to ride out to the lines, and met Colonel Law-
rence, the commanding officer, coming in from the front to his head-
quarters. Offered to remain, with the men on board. Colonel Law-
rence said he was in good condition to stand any attack ; could com-
municate with General Brayman ; had already taken 400 infantry
and one battery from theL. M. Kennett, which had just preceded us,
and left 600 men, and another, or other batteries, on board, which
he did not need. He declined the proffered assistance as not needed,
and immediately on arrival at Cairo I reported all the information
in my possession to General Brayman; in command, who was about
leaving for Columbus.
Captain Thornton, Twelfth Maine Volunteers, a gallant officer,

distinguished for liis bravery at Ponchatoula, where he was wounded
aiid left in the hands of the enemy, was on board the Olive
Branch, and will take this communication to the committee. I re-
spectfully ask that he may be thoroughly examined as to all the cir-

cumstances. I am conscious that a full examination will show that
I rather exceeded than neglected my duty.

I have the honor to be, Avith great respect, vour obedient servant,
G.'F. SHEPLEY,

Brigadier-General, Commandinq.
Hon. D. W. GoocH,

Of Committee on Conduct of the War.

No. 19.

Rejyort of Brig. Gen. James C. Veatcli, U. S. Army, commanding
Fourth Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, of operations March 6-
April 7.

Headquarters Left Wing, Sixteenth Army Corps,
Athens,-.^ila., April 8, 1804.

Lieut. Col. William T. Clark,
Assistant Adjutant- General

:

I have the honor to herewith transmit General Veatch's rep'oi't in
accordance witTi the telegraph dispatch of General McPherson. Gen-
eral Veatch reported to me by telegraph from Cairo, and reqviested

me to reply at Metropolis, 111. , and I sent the dispatch dated 27th
ultimo. After sending this dispatch, the order of General Sherman,



CuAP. XLIV.] FOIUtE.Sx's EXPEDITION INTO W. TENN. AND KY. 575

ordering him to move on Purely, was received and forwarded by me,
reaching General Veatch at Clifton and Savannah. The order spoken
of as issued April 2, ordering him to remain at Purdy, was not sent
through these headquarters.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

G. M. DODGE,
Brigad ier- General, Commanding.

Hdqks. Foueth Division, Sixteenth Army Corps,
Prospect, Tenn., April 7, 1864.

General : At Vioksburg, on March 6, 1864, I received a special
order and letter of instructions of Major-General Sherman, com-
manding Department of the Tennessee, to move my command then
present by water to Cairo ; thence up Tennessee River to some con-
venient point ; then to march by land and to report to you at Athens.
My command consisted of the Twenty-fifth Wisconsin, Colonel

Montgomery ; Thirty-second Wisconsin, Colonel Howe ; Seventeenth
New York, Colonel Grower ; Thirty-fifth New Jersey, Colonel Cladek;
a detachment of the Twenty-fifth Indiana, Captain Larkiii, and Com-
pany D, Second Illinois Light Artillery, Captain Cooper. As soon
as transportation could be procured, my command was moved to
Memphis to procure proper outfit for the field ; thence to Cairo,
reaching there on the 21st March. While waiting transportation at
Cairo, the rebel General Forrest attacked Union City, Tenn., and at

the request of Brigadier-General Brayman, commanding post at
Cairf), tlio Twenty-fifth Wisconsin, Thirty-second Wisconsin, Thirty-
fifth New Jersey, and Seventeenth New York, under command of

Colonel iloiitgomery, were moved doAvn to ]'e-enforce the garrison
at Union City. The garrison had surrendered before they reached
that place, and the troops returned to Cairo.
On the evening of the 2oth of March, boats were rejiortod ready

10 take the command up Tennessee River, and orders were issued to
embark on the morning of the 26th.

On the afternoon of the 2oth, Forrest attacked Paducah, Ky. , and
at the request of Brigadier-General Brayman I sent the Thirty-
second Wisconsin, Colonel Howe, to re-onforce that place. He left

Cairo at 1 2 o'cloclv at night, and reached Paducah early on the morn-
ing of the 26th. My whole command arrived at Paducah during the
night of the 26th, but we were delayed until 3.30 j). m. on the 27th,

waiting for a transjjort containing a large jjart of the division train.

Forrest had left Paducah, and was reported to have gone in the
direction of Columbus. I proceeded up Tennessee River with the
intention of lauding at Clifton to march to Pulaski.
At 10.40 a. m. on the 28t]i, I received, by gun-boat Robb, Major-

General Sherman's dispatch dated 4.15 p. m. , 27th, directing me to

"push rapidly to Savannah and move to Purdy to cut ofi: Forrest's

retreat." I made all possible speed up the river, touching at Clifton

to send dispatch to you, and reached Savannah at 1 p. ni. on the
29th. when I waited two hours for a detachment of 3S3cond Tennessee
Mounted Infantry to join me, which had been ordered to report to

me at that point by Major Murphy, commanding post at Clifton.

The detachment failing to reach me in time. I moved up to Will-
iams' Landing. 4 miTos above Savannah, and made preparations for

a rapid march the next morning, taking three thiys' rations in haver-
sacks. 60 rounds of ammunition, and all the forage that could be
carried with our limited transportation—one wagon to the regiment.
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At 1.30 a. m. on the 30th, after all my preparations were made for

the march to Purdj', I received ilajor-General Sherman's second
dispatch, dated March 27, 8 p. m., directing me to hasten to Purdy,
and the Hatchie to cut off Forrest's retreat. This indicated a longer

march than the iirst dispatch, and I'cqnired more rations and forage

than I had prepared. To get on shore additional supjilies and trans-

portation wonld delay me some hours, as my wagons were in pieces.

I determined to push on at once, and send back for supplies if

needed.
During the night of the 29th, I sent two scouts to Purdy to push

oiit west and north from that ];)oint and get all information of the
movements of the enemy. My command made a ra])id march, and
reached Purdy at 12 o'clock on the 30th. There was no rebel force
near there except Colonel Wisdom's cavalry, about 120 strong, con-
scripting in that vicinity.

I immediately sent out scouts to the Hatchie at Pocahontas, and
toward Bolivar and Jackson.
A detachment of mounted infantry, about 30 strong, under com-

mand of Major Haney, from Clifton, reached me after my arrival at

Purdy, and were sent out on the roads leading west and north to
pick up information.

Tlie reports of my scouts, of the mounted infantry, and of citizens

all concurred that Fvorrest, was between Paducah and Jackson, and
that he was not moving in the direction of Purdy. I did not move to
tlie Hatchie because Purdy was clearly the key-i)oint to that part
of the country, from which I could move to the Hatchie if necessary.
By the same messenger who brought Major-General Sherman's

second dispatch, above referred to, I received Major-General Hurl-
but's letter of the 2<jth. Brigadier-General Braynian"s dispatch of
the 27th, and Brigadier-General Dodge's dispatch of the 27th.

The opinion of Major-General Hurlbut that Forrest intended to
cross the Tennessee River, the dispatch of General Brayman that
Forrest was only 12 miles from Columbus, Ky., and the information
obtained at Purdy that officers of Forrest's command, left behind at
Purdy, had gone north to join him, satisfied me that he was moving
to some point to cross the river below Clifton. Acting upon this
information I returned on the night of the 31st to my transports at
Williams' Landing, reaching there at lip. m.
At my camp on Sugar Creek, at 10.30 p. m. on the 6th of April,

I received Major-General McPhei^^oii's dispatch requiring me to
make an immediate report giving the reasons for my withdrawal
from Purdy.
The statement of facts above made. I triist, will bo deemed amply

sufficient, but in addition thereto I respectfully submit the following
reasons : The dispatches of Major-General Sherman gave me no
special instructions how long to remain, nor what course to take if

I foundthe movements of the enemy different from those indicated
in his dispatches. When I left Cairo no such movement of my com-
mand was contemplated, and I had only drawp. sui)])lies to last my
command iijDon the march, as directed by General Sherman's letter
of instructions.

At Purdy I found the country had been stripped of everything,
and that no supplies could be obtained for either men or animals.
If I remained ](;ng ivi that vicinity I should l)e compelled to send
lransp(nls l)ack to Cairo for .-iujjplles, thus greatly delaying my
movements to Athens; but I left Purdy one day sooner than I had
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intended on account of the very bad condition of the roads at the
crossing of Snake Creek. There was every indication of a heavy
storm of rain, which would most likely render the roads impassable
for artillery for several days. The rain-storm struck us while cross-
ing Snake Creek on our return, and if the march had been delayed
a few hours the roads would have been impassable.
Upon returning to the transpoi'ts I determined to move up to East-

port, as directed by the letter of Major-General Hurlbut, and then,
if necessary, march to the Hatchie by the way of Corinth.
On the morning of April 1, I received a dispatch from Major

Murphy, commanding at Clifton, stating his belief that Forrest was
preparing to cross the river between Clifton and Reynoldsburg. I

remained at Williams' Landing till 2 p. m. , awaiting further infor-
mation or dispatches, and then moved up for Eastport. I lay up
during the night 8 miles below Eastport on account of darkness and
the dangerous character of the river.

Next morning moved up to Eastport ; thence to Waterloo. Find-
ing it unsafe to go over the shoals I disembarked the troops and went
into camp near Waterloo.
On the morning of the 3d, the transports were discharged and

directed to report to Lieutenant O'Neil, commanding gun-boat No.
31, for convoy to Paducah.
At 12 o'clock on the 3d, I moved on the Florence road, and march-

ing by the way of Florence, Gilbertsborough, and Bethel, reached
Prospect, Tenn. , at 3 p. m. on the 7th.

At 5.30 a. m., 7th instant, at my camp on Sugar Creek, I received
Major-General Sherman's dispatch of April 2 instructingme to remain
at or near Purdy. Had I received this instruction in time I should
certainly have remained at Purdy until ordered to leave. Having no
definite instructions I acted upon the best information I could obtain,

and obeyed as fully as lay in my power every order I received.

I submit herewith copies of the orders and dispatches referred to

in this report, and respectfully call attention particularly to their

contents.
I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES C. VEATCH,
Brigad ler-Genend.

Brigadier-General Dodge.
Commatuling Left Wing, Sixteenth Army Corps.

[Indorsement.]

Hdqrs. Military Division of the Mississippi,
Nashville, Tenn., April 13, 1864.

General Veatch should have remained at Purdy under his orders

till recalled, but now it is too late to remedy the error. I am will-

ing to admit that it was not intentional.
W. T. SHERMAN,

Major-General, Commanding.
[Inclosuure No. 1.]

Headquarters Department op the Tennessee,
Vickshurg, March C, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. C. Veatch,
Commanding Fourth Division, Sixteenth Corps

:

Sir : By my orders of to-day it is provided that your present com-
jnandbe moved by water to Cairo, thence up the Tennessee River lo

37 B R—VOL XXXII, FT I
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some convenient point, and thence by land to join General Dodge's
command near Athens, Ala.*
To enable you to fulfill these orders you can take passage by regi-

ments and detachments in steamers bound up the Mississippi, and
disembark at Cairo. There the quartermaster will be instructed

to charter a sufficient number of boats to carry your command at

one trip \ip the Tennessee River, and in selecting boats he will be
governed by the stage of water in the Tennessee. If the stage of

water be low, you will disembark your command at Savannah and
march for Pulaski, and report in advance by courier to General
Dodge. But should there be a good stage of water and should Col-

bert Shoals be passable you maj proceed up to Florence and disem-
bark there ; but if there be the least doubt on this subject it will be
better to land at Savannah or Waterloo, opposite Eastport.
Draw your supplies at Cairo, and so calculate the quantity that

your wagons will be able to haul everything belonging to you from
the point of disembarkation to Pulaski and Athens. Report by tele-

graph and mail your progi'ess to my headquarters at Huntsville,
Ala.
On arrival at your destination you will assume command of your

entire division, subject to the command of General Dodge, till the
corps headquarters are removed from Memphis to that army in the
field.

Impress on your colonels and subordinate officers the importance
of preserving good discipline, cleanliness, and a soldierly appearance
on board the boats, at Cairo, and wherever the command may be.
Leave no men behind, but reduce your camp and garrison equipage
to the smallest limit, as the weather is now moderate and winter paFt.

I am, with respect, your obedient servant,
W. T. SHERMAN,

Major-General, Commanding.

[Inclosure No. 2.]

Special Orders,
(

Hdqrs. Sixteenth Army Corps,
No. Gl. <j Memphis, Tenn., March 15, 1864.

II. Brig. Gen. J. C. Veatch, oonynanding Fourth Division, will
move the regiments of his division now with him at Memphis by
steamers to Cairo, thence by the Tennessee River to Clifton or
Carrollville, thence by land to Pulaski, Tenn., or Athens, Ala.,
reporting to Brig. Gen. G. M. Dodge, commanding Left Wing, Six-
teenth Army Corps. As soon as his last regiment arrives at Mem-
phis from Vicksburg and proper requisitions, &c., for supplies are
signed. General Veatch will personally proceed to Cairo to secure
transportation and convoy for his troops. If time will permit with-
out injury to the movement, he will be "Allowed five days from
Cairo to visit his home.
By order of Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut

:

T. H. HARRIS,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

*Seep. 190,
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[Inclosure No. 3.]

Headquarters Sixteenth Army Corps,
Memphis, Tenn., March 26,-1864.

Brig. Gen. J. C. Veatch,
Cairo, EL :

General : I am satisfied that Forrest, witli about 3,500 men, is in
reality seeking to cross the Tennessee, probably at Bastport, where
Dodge thinks he has a steam-boat. You should push forward at
once, securing convoy and moving your whole force together. Go
as high as Eastport if the river permits. If he has crossed before
you reach the point on the river where he has crossed, land at Car-
rollville or Eastport, as you judge best, and follow out your first

orders by moving to Pulaski or Athens. If he has not crossed, hold
your boats under cover of gun-boats and move from Savannah or
Eastport back to the Hatchie, either at Bolivar or Davis' Mills, send-
ing me word if practicable. This will take him in rear if he is in
West Tennessee and force him back. He is reported to have six
guns. If you can hear nothing of him as you go up the river you
will of course proceed on your course, and report to General Dodge.

Your obedient servant,

S. A. HURLBUT,
Major- General.

[Inclosure No, 4.]

Nashville, March 37. 1864—4.15 p. m.
Commanding Officer,

[Paducah, Ky. .•]

Notify General"Veatch at once that, after being satisfied that Forrest
cannot cross the Tennessee and Cumberland, he should push rapidly
to Savannah and move to Purdy to cut off Forrest's retreat. If

Veatch has gone up the river, send this message after him if possible.

W. T. SHERMAN,
Major-General.

[Inclosure No. 5.]

Nashville, March 37, 1864—8 p. m.
General Veatch.

Via Paducah:
Hasten up to Savannah and aim to get to Purdy and the Hatchie

before Forrest returns, and so cut off his r/streat. Grierson will fol-

low him close.

W. T. SHERMAN,
Major- General.

[Indorsement.]

Commanding ofiicer at Paducah forward this at once.

[Inclosure No. 6.]

Athens, March 37, 1864.

Brig. Gen. J. C. Veatch, ^»

Comdg. Uh Div., 16th Army Corps, Metropolis, 111. :

Proceed with your command, as directed by General Sherman,
and move frgm whatever point you land as speedily as possible to

Decatur, Ala.
You will have to cross the Elk River on bridge at Prospect, Tenn.

G. M. DODGE,
Brigadier-General.
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[Inclosure No. 7.]

General Orders, ) Hdqrs. 4th Div., 16th Army Corps,
No. 6. f Williams' Landing, Tenn. , March 29, 1864.

The troops of this command will march at 5 a. m. on the 30th in-

stant for Purdy, the First Brigade in advance. Forty rounds of

ammunition must be carried by each man, and 20 rounds per man
must be carried in wagons. Three days' rations will be carried
in haversacks. Only one wagon and two ambulances per regiment
will be allowed. As much forage must be carried as possible with
the limited transportation, as the country is supposed to contain
but little. The troops must march in readiness for battle, as the
enemy may be expected at any moment after leaving our present
camp.
By order of Brig. Gen. James C. Veatch :

F. W. FOX,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

[Inclosure No. 8.]

Headquarters,
Clifton, Tenn., March 31, 1864.

Maj. Owen Haney,
Comdg. Detachment Second Tennessee Mounted Infantry

:

Major : Your courier reached here a few moments ago. Inclosed
you will find copy of a letter I was just sending to Columbia. It
will give you all the information I am in possession of. Show it to
General v eatch. They pushed the scouts so closely they could not
go in the country as far as I desired. Forrest had not passed Jackson
when they left the neighborhood of Decaturville. I am told you
have not M* Shipman with you.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. MUKPHY,

Major Fifth Tennessee Cavalry, Commanding Post.

[Sub-inclosure.]

Headquarters,
Clifton, Tenn., March 31, 1864—7 p. m.

Commanding Officer, ' *

Columbia, Tenn. :

Sir : I learn from my scouts that Forrest is yet between Jackson
and Paducah. He may make a strike at Columbus, or perhaps cross
the river between here and Reynoldsburg. Five hundred of his
men were to be at Jackson last night. The information I have leads
me to believe he will try to get in with Morgan in Kentucky, or in
the neighborhood of Nashville ; at least that is what his officers say.
There is also another rumor of his making an()ther dash On Paducah.
My opinion is he will cross to this side and tear up the railroads.
Inform commanding officer at Nashville.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, .

j: murphy,
Major Fifth Tennessee Cavalry. Commanding Post,
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[Inclosure No. 9.]

Nashvili^e, Jj'''''^ 2, 1H(;4.

Brigatlier-General Veatch, At or near Piirdy :

(To be sent up Tennessee River by General Brayman on dispatch
boat.

)

I want you to remain at or near Purdy. Forrest will soon attempt
to escape, and I want you to keep your force well in hand, and as he
attempts to move south keep him in view. You can surely pre-
vent his carrying off any train or plunder. Major-General Hurlbut,
with infantry and cavalry, will come out from Memphis to Bolivar,
and will try and communicate with you. I will instruct General
Brayman at Cairo also to feel for Forrest out from Columbus. The
river will be patrolled by gun-boats. If you feel certain that For-
rest has crossed into Tennessee from Kentucky, you can also cross
and move toward Pulaski.

W. T. SHERMAN,
Major-General.

No. 20.

JReports of Brig. Gen. Benjamin H. Grierson, U. S. Army, command-
ing Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, operations April 3-5.

Raleigh, Tenn., April 4, 1864.

Colonel : Yesterday morning I sent Colonel Waring from this

point on the main Somerville road to proceed as far as practicable.

I sent Colonel Hurst through Shelby and Wythe Depots to look well
to the crossings of the Loosahatchie. One battalion of the Sixth
Tennessee was left at this point with Colonel Brumback with orders
to scout north on the Covington road.

With Colonel Hejjburn's command I proceeded toward Macon via
Fisherville. When in the vicinity of Fisherville I received courier

from Colonel Waring with word that he was fighting a considerable

force between Morning Sun and Leake's. I moved from Fisherville

north to the Somerville road at Leake's, hoping to come in on the
flank or rear of the enemy. Arriving here we found that Colonel
Waring had been briskly engaged, and had dropped back toward
Morning Sun. The enemy also had fallen back toward Somerville,

leaving a strong picket at Leake's, which my advance charged and
drove back on the main force, which was strongly posted behind
Spring Creek. From all information the enemy were over 2,000

strong, and the ofiBcer in charge of the advance so reported them.
Not hearing from Colonel Hurst at this point, and Colonel War-

ing having dropped back to Morning Sun, I deemed it best to join

him at that point, where I expected to remain for the night, but not
finding forage I moved to this place and sent to Memphis for the
needful. I shall to-daj'' send out expeditions and w^tch their move-
ments closely. A picket of 25 men was found at one of the cross-

ings of Loosahatchie.
I inclose Colonel Waring's report. * A most significant fact is that

there is no travel upon the roads, nor has there been for three days.
Respectfullv, your obedient servant,

B. H. GRIERSON,
Brigadier- General.

Lieut. Col. T. H. Harris, A. A. G.

*See p. 582. "^

'~
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North of Wolf Rivek, near Raleigh,
April 5, 1864—11.30 a. m.

General : Your dispatch just received. Tlie enemy made an at-

tempt on our pickets last night on the Somerville road, and lost 1

man killed. I started a force toward Somerville before daylight this

morning. They have just returned and report the enemy to have
moved east in the night.

From a lady, who lives 12 miles this side of Purdy, and who came
in last night, I learn that Forrest had sent his prisoners, trains, and
plunder south via Pocahontas. With his main force disencumbered
he moved south via Saiilsbury, throwing out sufficient force to check
any advance from this direction. She reports that it is his intention

to attack Memphis, in which he expects to be joined by forces from be-

low. If he fails in this, it ismy opinion that he will move north again

to Jackson, with a view of fulfilling his original intention of crossing

the Tennessee. I sent Lieutenant-Colonel Hepburn this morning with
his force viaWhite's Station to the Pigeon Roost road, to scout to Olive
Branch. I have destroyed the ferries at the crossings on the old and
new Raleigh roads, and at the crossing of the Macon and Memphis
road. I will move with Waring and Hurst via Mount Pleasanttoward
Hudsonville. The infantry will return to Memphis to-night. This
lady reports that a portion of Forrest's command had a fight with a
force between Purdy and the Teimessee River. She is the wife of a
lieutenant in the Sixth Tennessee.

Respectfully,
B. H. GRIERSON,

Brigadier- General.
Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut,

Memphis.

No. 21.

Report of Col. George E. Waring, jr., Fourth Missouri Cavalry, com-
maiidiny First Brigade, of shirmisli near Baleigh, April 3.

Headquarters First Brigade, Cavalry Division,
^ Saleigh, Tenn., April 3, 1864.

Captain : In obedience to the orders of Brigadier-General Grier-
son, my command marched from this place at 8 a. m. to-day, on the
road to Oakland and Somerville.
My advance guard. Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, learned

from citizens and negroes that the enemy was stationed in heavy
force in the swamps between Leake's and Oakland, also that from
3,000 to 5,000 rebels under Neely and McCulloch were encamped
from 3 to 6 miles east of Oakland on the Somerville road. They
were said to have orders to check every attehipt of ours to advance
toward Bolivar. At Leake's the advance came upon the picket of
the enemy, and almost immediately a skirmish ensued. As nearly
as I can judge there were from 500 to 700 of the enemy actually en-

gaged. The Seventh Indiana Cavalry at once re-enforced the
advance guard, making with the Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry
almost 350 men. The enemy very soon retired in such a manner as

to seem to invite us to follow into the swamp, which lay immediately
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in front of our position. Our flanking partieM had discovered a
very large supporting force of the enemy. The whole number of

rebel troops seen by us could not have been less than 1,500, and was
probably 2,000. This seemed to confirm the testimony of the people
along the road, and as my instructions were not to bring on a general
engagement with a superior force, I did not take the Second New
Jersey Cavalry into action, but retired slowly and without confu-
sion, notifying the supporting columns on my flanks of my action.

1 arrived at this place at 7.30 o'clock this evening, leaving a strong
picket at Union Depot.
My loss was 1 man killed and 3 wounded. Both dead and wounded

were brought off the field. Captain Wenick, Nineteenth Pennsyl-
vania Cavalry, is missing ; whether he was killed or captured, or

whether, as is not unlikely, he made his escape in the woods, I am
not able to say.

The troops of my command behaved with coolness and bravery.

My thanks are especially due to Lieutenant-Colonel Hess, command-
ing Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, and Major Beck, command-
ing detachment Seventh Indiana Cavalry, for the skill and judgment
with which they conducted the skirmish.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

GEO. E. WARING, Jr.,

Colonel Fourth Missouri Cavalry, Commanding.
Captain Woodward,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

It is believed that we killed of the enemy on the ground.
WARING,

Colonel.

No. 22.

Reports of Maj. John C. Febles, Seventh Indiana Cavalry, of opera-

tions March 38-30 ami April 9.

Hdqrs. Seventh Indiana Volunteer Cavalry,
Cavip Grierson, Tenn., March 30, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to submit to you the following report

of the scouting party sent under my command on Monday night,

the 28th instant

:

' '

I left Camp Grierson on Monday night with 100 men, and proceeded

rapidly to Coldwater River, Miss., crossed it at Pounder's Ford, and

arrived at Cockrum's Cross-Roads at 1 o'clock of tlie same day, a dis-

tance of about 40 miles.

At Pounder's Ferry we had a little skirmish with a small party of

rebels, and we captured 2 of them. From these prisoners and other

sources I learned that McCulloch and Richardson's forces, under

General Chalmers, encamped on Sunday night at IJ^j'ro, Miss.
;
that

five days' rations were cooked and the train sent back, and that on

Monday he moved up to Tallaloosa and Tuesday passed through

Holly Springs about noon, en route for Tennessee ; that he would

probably cross his forces at Bolivar to-morrow, the 3 1 st. From Cock-

rum's we proceeded toward Holly Springs until we came within

about 12 or 15 miles of that place. We had several skirmishes with

scouting parties from General Chalmers' command.
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We charged forces of the enemy, as large as 30 in number. We
captured 5 piisoners, 3 horses, and 6 mules. We lost no men, nor
had we any wounded. We lost 1 horse, tired out.

The enemy being so near in force we thought it not safe to move
forward any farther, nor did we consider it safe to go into camp.
Our horses being considerably fatigued, having traveled about 50

miles without any rest only long enough to feed, and having ascer-

tained all we could in regard to the movements of the enemy, we
turned back at about 5 o'clock and reached this camp by nearly the
same route we went at 1 p. m. to-day.

I am, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHX C. FEBLES,

Major, in Command of Expedition.

Col. George E. Waring, Jr.,

Commanding First Brigade.

Headquarters Seventh Indiana Cavalry,
Near Memphis, April 9, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to submit to you the following report
of the result of the scout under my command to-day :

I was ordered by you to leave this camp with a force of 100 men
at 3.30 o'clock this morning, but on account of the tardiness of the
detail from the Nineteenth Pennsylvania Cavalry, which made a
part of the force, I was unable to leave camp until about 4.30 o'clock.

I proceeded to Wolf River on the Randolph road, crossed my com-
mand on the ferry, and sent, as per order, 25 men, under command
of Captain Roberts, on the Randolph road to the Loosahatchie River
with instructions to cross the river, if jiossible, and advance on the
other side about 2 miles and return.

With the remaining 75 men I proceeded toward Raleigh, a dis-

tance of 9 miles from the ferry. Four miles on this side of Raleigh
my command was fired into by a squad of ] 5 or 20 rebels, upon
which we charged, mortally wounding 1, and in a very effective way
dispersing the others. About 3 miles farther we were fired into
again by 3 men, who I suppose were standing picket. We returned
the fire, and they ran into the woods. Here I learned from a citizen
who had just come from Raleigh that there were about 100 rebels in
the town. I moved my command sapvily on, and about three-fourths
of a mile from town I ordered a charge into the place in order, if

possible, to surprise the enemy and capture a portion of them. Upon
arriving at Raleigh I soon learned that the enemy had all left about
half an hour before our arrival except 10, who seemed to be moving
out as rear guard to the command. We fired upon them, and capt-
ured 2, one, I think, a lieutenant. We learned here that there was
a force of about 500 at Union Depot, about 3 miles from Raleigh.
We had 1 horse killed at this place. We also killed 1 of the enemy's
horses and captured another. *^

I learned, but perhaps not reliably, that Colonel Barteau was in
command at Union Depot. I also learned that Major McDonald had
a force of about 200, about 3 miles northwest of Raleigh. There is,

I am convincetl, no large force anywhere near Raleigh. I remained
about half an hour in the place, and then returned to the ferry on
Wolf River and waited for the return of Captain Roberts from the
Loosahatchie River. The captain soon returned, and reported that
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he had crossed the ferry at the above-named river and proceeded
several miles on the other side ; that he saw no enemy at all. I then
recrossed the Wolf River, and arrived in camp at about 1 p. m.
The road to Raleigh on which I went is small, and almost entirely

through the woods : some swampy.
No casualties in my command except as above mentioned.

I am. colonel, yours, most obediently,
JOHN C. FEBLES,

Major Seventh Indiana Cavalry, (Jummanding.
Col. George E. Waring, Jr.,

CornvMindiiig Brigade.

No. 23.

Report of Maj. P. Jones Yorke, Second New Jersey Cavalry, of
skirmish near Bolivar.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Cavalry Division, 16th Corps,
Camp Grierson, near Memphis, March 30, 1864.

Captain : I ijiclose two reports* received this day from scouting
parties from my command.

I respectfully call attention to the fact that the cavalry which
repulsed Colonel Hurst must be a force which we have not taken
into consideration, as it seems not to have been McCuUoch's, and
could not have been Forrest's.

I have every road near me picketed at a distance of from 2 to 3^
miles.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
GEO. E. WARING, Jr.,

Colonel Fourth Missouri Cavalry, Commanding.
Capt. Samuel L. Woodvfard,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

[Indorsement.]

This cavalry is Neely's. late Richardson's, command.
S. A. H.

Headquarters Detachment First Gavalry Brigade,
Raleigh, Tenn., March 30, 1864—12 m.

Colonel Hurst, Sixth Tennessee Cavalry, was attacked and whipped
yesterday between Somerville and Bolivar by a brigade of the

enemy's cavalry. He lo.st all his trains. Captain Moore killed, the

surgeon captured, and a great many men killed, wounded, and miss-

ing. As it was reported by a prisoner I captured yesterday after-

noon near Somerville that a force under General Chalmers from La
Grange was advancing toward this river, I thotkght it best to fall

back and hold the ferries at Shelby and this point.

I have the honor to be, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient

servant,
P. JONES YORKE,

Major, Commanding Detachment.
Col. G. E. Waring, Jr.,

Commanding Brigade.

*P'ebles". ]). rm. and Yyrke's.
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No. 24.

Reports of Maj. Gen. Cadivallader C. Washburn, U. S. Army, trans-

mitting correspondence with Maj. Gen. Stephen D. Lee and Maj.
Gen. Nathan B. Forrest, C. S. Army.

Headquakters District op West Tennessee,
Memphis, Tenn., June 20, 18C4.

Col. E. D. TOWNSEND,
Asst. Adjt. Gen., U. S. Army, Washinyion, D. C:

Colonel : I have the honor to inclose copies of correspondence
between Maior-General Forrest and myself. As it pertains to the
treatment of colored troops, I beg to request that the attention of
the Secretary of War be specially called to it.

It gives me pleasure to state that the conduct of the colored troops
on the occasion of the late fight was of the most gallant character.

I am, colonel, your obedient servant,

C. C. WASHBURN,
Mujor-General.

[Inclosure No. 1.*]

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry,
In the Field, June 14, 18G4.

[Maj. Gen. C. C. Washburn:]
General : I have the honor herewith to inclose copy of letter

received from Brigadier-General Buford, commanding U. S. forces
at Helena, Ark., addressed to Col. E. W. Rucker, commanding Sixth
Brigade of this command ; also a letter from myself to General
Buford, which I respectfully request you to read and forward to
him.
There is a matter also to which I desire to call your attention,

which until now I have not thought proper to make the subject
of a cQmmunication. Recent events render it necessary, in fact
demand it.

It has been reported to me that all the negro troops stationed in
Memphis took an oath on their knees, in the presence of Major-Gen-
eral Hurlbut and other officers of your army, to avenge Fort Pillow,
and that they would show my troops no quarter. Again, I have it

from indisputable authority that the troops under Brigadier-General
Sturgis, on their recent march fronrMTBmphis, publicly and in various
places proclaimed that no quarter would be shown my men. As his
troops were moved into action on the 11th [lOth] the officers command-
ing exhorted theirmen to remember Fort Pillow, and a large majority
of the prisoners we have captured from that command have volun-
tarily stated that they expected us to murder them ; otherwise they
would have surrendered in a body rather than taken to the bush after
being run down and exhausted. The recent battle of Tishomingo
Creek was far inore bloody than it would otJierwise have been but
for the fact that your men evidently expeCTed to be slaughtered
when captured, and both sides acted as though neither felt safe in
surrendering, even when further resistance was useless. The pris-
oners captured, by us say they felt condemned by the announcement,
&c., of their own commanders, and expected no quarter.

*Another copy of this letter, substantially the same in purport but differing
slightly in pliraseology, was forwarded by General S. D. Lee, and is on file. See
p. 60fi.
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In all my operations since the war began I have conducted the
war on civilized principles, and desire still to do so, but it is due to
my command that they should know the position they occupy and
the policy you intend to pursue. I therefore respectfully ask whether
my men now in your hands are treated as other Confederate prison-
ers ; also, the course intended to be pursued in regard to those who
may hereafter fall into your hands. ,

>

I have in my possession quite a number of wounded officers and
men of General Sturgis' command, all of whom have been treated
as well as we were able to treat them, and are mostly in charge of a
surgeon left at Ripley by General Sturgis to look after the wounded.
Some of them are too severely wounded to be removed at present.
I am willing to exchange them for any men of my command you
may have, and as soon as they are able to be removed will give them
safe escort throughmy lines in charge of the surgeon left with them.
I made such an arrangement with Major-General Hurlbut when he
was in command at Memphis, and am willing to renew it, provided
it is desired, as it would be better than to subject them to the long
and fatiguing trip necessary to a regular exchange at City Point, Va.

I am, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
N. B. FORREST,

Major- Geoieral.
[Inclosure No. 2.]

Headquarters District op West Tennessee,
Mempliis, Tenn., July [June^^ 17, 18C4.

Maj. Gen. S. D. Lee,
Commanding Confederate Forces, near Tupelo, Miss. :

General : When I heard that the forces of Brigadier-General
Sturgis had been driven back and a portion of them probably capt-

ured, I felt considerable, solicitude for the fate of the two colored
regiments that formed a part of the command, until I was informed
that the Confederate forces were commanded by you. When I

learned that, I became satisfied that no atrocities would be coAmitted
upon these troops, but that they would receive the treatment which
humanity as well as their gallant conduct demanded.

I regret to say that the hope that I entertained has been dispelled

by facts which have recently come to my knowledge.! From state-

ments that have been made to me by colored soldiers who were eye-

witnesses, it would seem that the massacre of Fort Pillow had been
reproduced at the late affair at Brice's CrSss-Roads. The details of

the atrocities there committed I will not trouble you with. If true

and not disavowed they must lead to consequences hereafter fear-

ful to contemplate.
It is best that we should now have a fair understanding upon the

question of the treatment of this class of soldiers. If it is contem-
plated by the Confederate Government to murder all colored troops

that may by the chance of war fall into their hands, as was the case

at Fort Pillow, it is but fair that it should be f^pely and frankly
avowed. Within the last six weeks I have on two occasions sent

colored troops into the field from this point. In the expectation

that the Confederate Government would disavow the action of the
commanding geneBal at the Fort Pillow massacre I have forborne

to issue any instructions to the colored troops as to the coiirse

they should pursue toward Confederate soldiers that might fall

into their hands ; but seeing no disavowal on the part of the Con-
federate Government, but on the contrary laudations from the
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entire Southern press of the perpetrators of the massacre, I may
safely presume that indiscriminate slaughter is to be the fate of

colored troops that fall into your hands ; but I am not willing to

leave a matter of such grave import and involving consequences

so fearful to inference, and I have therefore thought it proper to

address you this, believing that you will be able to indicate the

policy that the Confederate Government intends to pursue hereafter

on this question. If it is intended to raise the black flag against

tliat unfortunate race, they will cheerfully accept the issue. Up to

this time no troops have fought more gallantly and none have con-

ducted themselves with greater propriety. They have fully vindi-

cated their right (so long denied) to be treated as men. I hope I

have been misinformed in regard to the treatment they have received

at the battle of Brice's Cross-Eoads, and that the accounts received

result rather from the excited imaginations of the fugitives than
from actual fact. For the government of the colored troops under
my command I would thank you to inform me, with as little delay
as possible, if it is your intention or the intention of the Confeder-
ate Government to murder colored soldiers that may fall into your
hands, or treat them as prisoners of war and subject to be exchanged
as other prisoners.

I am, general, respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. C. WASHBURN,
Major- General, Commanding.

rinclosure No. 3.]

Headquarters District of West Tennessee,
Memphis, Tenn., June 19, 1864.

Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest,
Commanding Confederate Forces:

General : Your communication of the 14th instant is received.
The letter to Brigadier-General Buford will be forwarded to him.
In r§gard to that part of your letter which relates to colored

troops, I beg to say that I have already sent a communication on
the same subject to the officer in command of the Confederate forces
at Tupelo. Having understood that Maj. Gen. S. D. Lee was in
command there, I directed my letter to him. A copy of it I in-

close.*

You say in your letter that it has been reported to you "that
all the negi'O troops stationed at.'M^mphis took an oath on their
knees, in the presence of Major-General Hurlbut and other ofiicers

of our army, to avenge Fort Pillow, and that they would show your
troops no quarter." I believe that it is true that the colored troops
did take such an oath, but not in the presence of General Hurl-
but. From what I can learn, this act of theirs was not influ-

enced by any white officer, but was tlie result of their own sense
of what was due to themselves and their fellows, who had been
mercilessly slaughtered. I have no doubt that they went into the
field as you allege, in the full belief that thej^would be murdered in
case they fell into your hands. The affair of Fort Pillow fully
justified that belief. I am not aware as to what they proclaimed on
their late march, and it may be as you say, that they declared that
no quarter would be given to any of your men that might fall into
their hands. Your declaration that you have conducted the war on
all occasions on civilized principles cannot be accepted, but I receive

*See inclosure No. 2, jjreceding.
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with satisfaction the intimation in your letter that the recent
slaughter of colored troops at the battle of Tishomingo Creek re-
sulted rather from the desperation with which they fought than a
predetermined intention to give them no quarter. You must have
learned by this time that the attempt to intimidate the colored
troops by indiscriminate slaughter has signally failed, and that
instead of a feeling of terror you have aroused a spirit of courage
and desperation that will not down at your bidding.

I am left in doubt by your letter as to the course you and the
Confederate Government intend to pursue hereafter in regard to col-
ored troops, and I beg you to advise me with as little delay as pos-
sible as to your intention. If you intend to treat such of them as
fall into your hands as prisoners of war, please so state. If you do
not so intend, but contemplate either their slaughter or their return
to slavery, please state that, so that we may have no misunderstand-
ing hereafter. If the former is your intention, I shall receive the
announcement with pleasure, and shall explain the fact to the col-
ored troops at once, and desire that they recall the oath that they
have taken. If the latter is the case, then let the oath stand, and
upon those who have aroused this spirit by their atrocities, and upon
the Government and the people who sanction it, be the consequences.
In regard to your inquiry relating to prisoners of your command

in our hands, I state that they have always received the treatment
which a great and humane Government extends to its prisoners.
What course will be pursued hereafter toward them must of course
depend on circumstances that may arise. If your command here-
after do nothing which should properly exclude them from being
treated as prisoners of war, they will Se so treated. I thank you
for your offer to exchange wounded officers and men in your hands.
If you will send them in I will exchange, man for man, so far as I

have the ability to do so.

Before closing this letter I wish to call your attention to one case
of unparalleled outrage and murder that has been brought to my
notice, and in regard to which the evidence is overwhdiming.
Among the prisoners captured at Fort Pillow was Major Bradford,
who had charge of the defenses of the fort, after the fall of Major
Booth. After being taken prisoner he was started with other pris-

oners in charge of Colonel Duckworth for Jackson. At Browns-
ville they rested over night. The following morning two companies
were detailed by Colonel Duckworth to proceed to Jackson with the
prisoners. After they had started and prc^eeded a very short dis-

tance, 5 soldiers were recalled by Colonel Duckworth and were con-
ferred with by him. They then rejoined the column, and after pro-

ceeding about 5 miles from Brownsville the column was halted and
Major Bradford taken about 50 yards from the roadside and delib-

erately shot by the 5 men who had been recalled by Colonel Duck-
worth, and his body left unburied upon the ground where he fell.

He now lies buried near the spot, and if- you desire, you can easily

satisfy yourself of the truth of what I assert. I b^ leave to say to

you that this transaction hardly justifies your remark that your
operations have been conducted on civilized principles, and until

you take some steps to bring the perpetrators of this outrage to

justice the world will not fail to believe that it had your sanction.

I am, general, 'respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. C. WASHBURN,
Major-Qeneral, Commanding,
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Headquarters District of West Tennessee,
Memphis, Tenn., July 6, 1864.

Col. E. D. Townsend,
Assi. Adjt. Gen., U. S. Army, Washington, D. C. .

Colonel : On the 80th ultimo I inclosed copies of correspond-

ence between Major-General Forrest and myself in regard to the

Fort Pillow massacre and treatment of colored troops. I now in-

close further correspondence between Major-General Forrest and
Lieutenant-General Lee and myself, on the same subject.

I am, colonel, resT)ectfully, yours,
^

C. C. WASHBURN,
Major- General.

[Inclosiire No. l.j

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry,
Tupelo, June 25 [23], 1864.

Maj. Gen. C. C. Washburn,
Covmianding U. S. Forces, Memphis :

General : I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt (per flag

of truce) of your letter of 17th instant, addressed to Maj. Gen. S.

D. Lee, or oificer commanding Confederate forces near Tupelo. I

have forwarded it to General Lee with a copy of this letter.

I regard j^our letter as discourteous to the commanding officer of

this department, and grossly insulting to myself. You seek by im-
plied threats to intimidate him, and assume the privilege of denounc-
ing me as a murderer and as guilty of the wholesale slaughter of the
garrison at Fort Pillow, and found your assertions upon the exparte
testimony of your friends, the enemies of myself and country.

I shall not enter into the discussion, therefore, of any of the ques-
tions involved nor undertake any refutation of the charges made by
you against myself ; nevertheless, as a matter of personal privilege

alone, I unhesitatingly say that they are unfounded and unwarranted
by the facts. But whether these charges are true or false, they,
with the question you ask as to whether negro troops when captured
will be recognized and treated as prisoners of war, subject to ex-
change, &c. . are matters which the Government of the United States
and Confederate States are to decide and adjust, not their subordi-
nate officers. ^ .,

I regard captured negroes as I do other captured projjerty and
not as captured soldiers, but as to how regarded by my Government
and the disposition which has been and will hereafter be made of
them, I respectfully refer you through the proper channel to the
authorities at Richmond. It is not the policy nor the interest of the
Soiith to destroy the negro—on the contrary, to preserve and protect
him—and all who have surrendered to us have received kind and
humane treatment.
Since the war began I have captured man> thousand Federal pris-

oners, and they, including the survivors of the Fort Pillow massacre
(black and white), are living witnesses of the fact that with my
knowledge or consent, or by my order, not one of them has ever
been insulted "br in any way maltreated.
You speak of your forbearance in not giving to your negro

troops instructions and orders as to the course they should pursue in

regard to Confederate soldiers that might fall into their (your)
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hands, whicli clearly conveys to my mind two very distinct impres-
sions. The first is that in not giving them instructions and orders
you have left the matter entirely to the discretion of the negroes as
to how they should dispose of prisoners ; second, an implied threat
to give such orders as wilj. lead to "consequences too fearful for
contemplation." In confirmation of the cgrrectness of the first im-
pression (which your language now fully develops), L refer you
most respectfully to my letter from the battle-field of Tishomingo
Creek and forwarded you by flag of truce on the 14th instant. As
to the second impression, you seem disposed to take into your own'
hands the settlements which belong to, and can only be settled by,
your Government, but if you are prepared to take upon yourself the
responsibility of inaugurating a system of warfare contrary to civ-
ilized usages, the onus as well as the consequences will be charge-
able to yourself.
Deprecating, as I should do, such a state of affairs, determined as

I am not to be instrumental in bringing it about, feeling and know-
ing as I do that I have the approval of my Government, my people,
and my own conscience, as to the past, and with the firm belief that
I will be sustained by them in my future policy, it is left with you
to determine what that policy shall be—whether in accordance with
the laws of civilized nations or in violation of them.

I am, general, yours, very respectfully,

N. B. FORREST,
3Iajor-General.

[Inclosure No. 2.]

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry,
In the Field, June 23, 1864.

Maj. Gen. C. C. Washburn,
Commanding U. S. Forces, Memphis, Tenn. :

General : Your communication of the 19th instant is received, in
which you say " you are left in doubt as to the course the Con-
federate Government intends to pursue hereafter in regard to colored
troops."
Allow me to say that this is a subject upon which I did not and do

not propose to enlighten you. It is a matter to be settled by our
Governments through their proper officers, and I respectfully refer

you to them for a solution of your doyb^. You ask me to state

whether "I contemplate either their slaughter or their return to

slavery." I answer that I slaughter no man except in open warfare,
and that my prisoners, both white and black, are turned over to my
Government to be dealt with as it may direct. My Government is in

possession of all the facts as regards my official conduct and the
operations of my command since I entered the service, and if you
desire a proper discussion and decision, I refer you again to the Presi-
dent of the Confederate States.

I would not have you understand, however, thiJt in a matter of so

much importance I am indisposed to place at your command and dis-

posal any facts desired, when applied for in a manner becoming an
oflficer holding your rank and position, for it is certainly desirable
to every one occupying a piiblic position to be placed right before
the world, and there has been no time since the capture of Fort Pil-

low that I would not have furnished all the facts connected with its

capture had they been applied for properly ; but now the matter
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rests witli the two Governments. I have, however, for your infor-

mation, inclosed you copies of the official correspondence between
the commanding officers at Fort Pillow and myself ; also copies of a
statement of Captain Young, the senior officer of that garrison, to-

gether with (sufficient) extracts from a report of the affair by my
aide-de-camp, Capt. Charles W. Anderson, which I approve and in-

dorse as correct.

As to the death of Major Bradford, I knew nothing of it until

eight oi^ten days after it is said to have occurred. On the 13th (the

day after the capture of Fort Pillow) I went to Jackson, and the re-

port that I had of the affair was this : Major Bradford was with
other officers sent to the headquarters of Colonel McCulloch, and all

the prisoners were in charge of one of McCulloch's regiments. Brad-
ford requested the privilege of attending the burial of his brother,

which was granted, he giving his parole to return ; instead of return-

ing he changed his clothing and started for Memphis. Some of my
men were hunting deserters, and came on Bradford just as he had
landed on the south bank of Hatchie, and arrested him. When ar-

rested he claimed to be a Confederate soldier belonging to Bragg's
army ; that he had been [home*] on furlough, and was then on his way
to join his command. As he could show no papers he was believed to

be a deserter and was taken to Covington, and not until he was
recognized and spoken to by citizens did the guards know that he was
Bradford. He was sent by Colonel Duckworth, or taken by him, to

Brownsville. All of Chalmers' command went [south*] from Browns-
ville viaLa Grange, and as all the other prisoners had been gone some
time, and there was no chance for them to catch up and place Bradford
with them, he was ordered by Colonel Duckworth or General Chal-
mers to be sent to me at Jackson. I knew nothing of the matter
until eight or ten days afterward. I heard that his body was found
near Brownsville. I understand that he attempted to escape, and
was shot. If he was improperly killed nothing would afford me
more pleasure than to punish the perpetrators to the full extent of
the law, and to show you how I regard such transactions I can refer

you to my demand upon Major-General Hurlbut (no doubt upon
file in your office) for the delivery to Confederate authorities of one
Col. Fielding Hurst and others of his regiment, who deliberately
took out and killed 7 Confederate soldiers, one of whom they left to

die after cutting off his tongue, punching out his eyes, splitting his
mouth on each side to his ears, and-cutting off his privates,

I have mentioned and given you these facts in order that you may
have no further excuse or apology for referring to these matters in
connection with myself, and to evince to you my determination to
do all in ray power to avoid the responsibility of causing the adop-
tion of the policy which you seem cfetermined to press.

In your letter you acknowledge the fact that the negro troops did
take an oath on bended knee to show no quarter to my men ; and you
say further, "

" yoi\ have no doubt they went to tl^e battle-field expecting
to be slaughtered," and admit also the probabiliry of their having pro-
claimed on their [line of*] march that no quarter would be shown
us. Such being the case, why do you ask for the disavowal on the
part of the commanding general of this department or the Govern-
ment in regard'to the loss of life at TislKnningo Creek ? That your
troops expected to be slaughtered, appears to me, after tlie oath they

*According to copjr forw9,rded by Genprfil S, D, Lee. See p. 606,
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took, to be a very reasonable and natural expectation. Yet you,
who sent them out, knowing and now admitting that they had sworn
to such a policy, are complaining of atrocities, and demanding ac-
knowledgments and disavowals on the part of the very men you went
forth sworn to slay whenever in your power. I will in all candor
and truth say to you that I had only heard these things, but did not
believe them to be true ; at any rate, to the extent of your admis-
sion ; indeed, I did not attach to them the importance they deserved,
nor did I know of the threatened vengeance, as proclainied along
their lines of march, until the contest was over. Had I and my men
known it as you admit it, the battle of Tishomingo Creek would
have been noted as the bloodiest battle of the war. That you sanc-
tioned this policy is plain, for you say now "that if the negro is

treated as a prisoner of war you will receive with pleasure the an-
nouncement, and will explain the fact to your colored troops at
once, and desire (not order) that they recall the oath ; but if they
are either to be slaughtered or returned to slavery, let the oath
stand."

Yoiir rank forbids a doubt as to the fact that you and every offi-

cer and man of your department is identified with this policy and
responsible for it, and I shall not permit you, notwithstanding, by
your studied language in both your communications, you seek to
limit the operations of your unholy scheme and visit its terrible
consequences alone upon that ignorant, deluded, but unfortunate
people, the negro, whose destruction you are planning in order to
accomplish ours. The negroes have our sympathy, and so far as
consistent with safety will spare them at the expense of those who
are alone responsible for the inauguration of a worse than savage
warfare.
Now, in conclusion, I demand a plain, unqualified answer to two

questions, and then I have done with further correspondence with
you on this subject. This matter must be settled. In battle and on
the battle-field, do you intend to slaughter my men who fall into
your hands ? If you do not intend to do so, will they be treated as
prisoners of war ? I have over 3,000 of Sturgis' command prison-
ers, and will hold every officer and private as hostage until I receive
your declarations and am satisfied that you carry out in good faith

the answers you make, and until I am assured that no Confederate
soldier has been foully dealt with from the day of the battle at

Tishomingo Creek to this time. It is not^ y^t too late for you to re-

trace your steps and arrest the storm.
Relying as I do upon that Divine Power which in wisdom disposes

of all things ; relying also upon tlie siipport and approval of my
Government and countrymen, and the unflinching bravery and en-
durance of my troops, and with a consciousness that I have done
nothing to produce, but all in my power consistent with honor and
the personal safety of myself and command to prevent it, I leave
with you the responsibility of bringing about, to use your own
language, "a state of affairs too fearful for contempiation.

"

I am, general, very respectfully, yours, &c.,
N. B. FORREST,

Major-Gene7'al.
38 R R—VOL XKXII, PT I
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[Sub-inclosure No. 1.)

Cahaba Hospital, Cahaba, Ala.,
May 11, 1864.

Col. H. C. Davis,
Commanding Post, Cahaba:

Colonel : I herewith transmit you, as near as my,memory serves

me, according to promise, the demand made by Major-General For-
rest, C. S. Army, for the surrender of Fort Pillow, Tenn.

:

Major Booth,
Commanding U. S. Forces, Fort Pillow, Tenn.:

I have force sufficient to take your works by assault. I therefore demand an un-
conditional surrender of all your forces. Your heroic defense will entitle you to be
treated as prisoners of war, but the surrender must be unconditional. I await your
answer.

X FORREST,
Major-General, Commanding.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 13, 1864.

Major-General Forrest,
Commanding Confederate Forces:

General : Your demand for the surrender of the U. S. forces under my com-
mand received. I ask one hour for consultation withmy officers and the commander
of gun-boat No. 7 at this place.

I have the honor to be, your obedient servant,
L. F. BOOTH,

Major, Commanding U. S. Forces.

Maj. L. F. Booth,
Commanding U. S. Forces:

I do not demand the .surrender of gun-boat No. 7 ; I ask only for the surrender of
Fort Pillow, with men and munitions of war. You have twenty minutes for con-
sideration; at the expiration of that time, if you do not capitulate, I will assault
your works.

Your obedient servant,

FORREST.
Major-General, Commanding.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12, 1864.

Major-General Forrest,
Commanding Confederate Forces:

General : Your second demand for tjie airrender of my forces received. The
demand will not be complied with.

Your obedient servant,

L. F. BOOTH,
Major. Commanding U. 8. Forces, Fort Pillow.

I give you the above, for your OAvn satisfaction, from memory. I
think it is true in substance. My present condition Avould preclude
the idea of this being an official statement.

Your obedient servant,

JOHN T. YOUNG,
Captain Company A, Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry.

[Siib-inclosure No. 2.]

Cahaba, Ala.,
May 10, 18C4.

I was one of the bearers of the flag of truce on the part of the U.
S. authorities at Fort Pillow. A majority of the officers of garrisoi).
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doubted whether General Forrest was present, and had the impres-
sion that it was a ruse to induce the surrender of the fort. At the
second meeting of the flag of truce General Forrest announced him-
self as being General Forrest, but the officers who accompanied the
flag, being unacquainted witli the general, doubted his word, and it

was the opinion of the garrison at the time of the assault that Gen-
eral Forrest was not in the vicinity of the fort. The conlmanding
officer refused to surrender. When the final assault was made I was
captured at my post inside the works, and have been treated as a
prisoner of war.

JOHN T. YOUNG,
Captain, Twenty-fourth Missouri Vohintc.ers.

[Sub-inclosure No. 3.]

Cahaba, Ala.,
May I'J, 18()4.

Major-General Forrest,
C. S. Army :

General : Your request, made through Judge P. T. Scruggs, that
I should make a statement as to the treatment of Federal dead and
wounded at Fort Pillow, has been made known to me. Details from
Federal prisoners were made to collect the dead and wounded. The
dead were buried by their surviving comrades. I saw no ill-treat-

ment of the wounded on the evening of the battle, or next morning.
My friend. Lieutenant Leaming, adjutant Thirteenth Tennessee
Cavalry, was left under the sutler's store [near the fort*] ; also a
lieutenant of Sixth U. S. Artillery ; both were alive next morning
and sent on board U. S. transport, among many other wounded.
Among the wounded were some colored troops. I do not know how
many.

I have examined a report said to be made by Captain Anderson,
aide-de-camp to Major-General Forrest, appendix to General For-
rest's report, in regard to making disposition of Fedei-al wounded
left on the field at Fort Pillow, and think it is correct. I accompa-
nied Captain Anderson on the day succeeding the battle to Fort
Pillow, for the purpose above mentioned.

Verv respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN T. YOUNG,

"^
Captain, 7\oe7ity-fourt}i^Missouri Volunteers.

[Sub-inclosurc No. 4.1

EXTRACTS PROM CAPTAIN ANDERSON'S REPORT.

It is useless to go into minute details as to the movements of our
troops, position, &c., prior to the final assaiilt. It is only necessary
to say that after skirmishing and fighting from early morning until

1 o'clock, the enemy was driven from all his positions to the main
fortifications erected on the bluff of the river. On the declining
ground from the fort to a ravine, which nearly encircles the fort, our
lines were formed extending from Coal Creek on the right to the
landing on bank of the Mississippi River on tlie left, varying in dis-

tance from 50 to 150 yards of the works. The width or thickness of

the works across the top prevented the garrison from firing down on

*According to Lee'.s copy. See p. 606.



596 KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XLIV.

US, as it could only be done by momiting and exposing themselves to

unerring aim of our sharpshooters, posted behind stumps and logs on
all the neighboring hills. They were also unable to depress their

artillery so as to rake these slopes with grape and canister, and so far

as safety was concerned, we were as well fortified as they were ; the

only ditferejice was that they were on one side and we on the other

of the same fortification. They had no sharpshooters with which to

annoy our main force, while ours sent a score of bullets at every

head that appeared above the walls.

Our heaviest loss was in gaining this position, and when gained it

was perfectly apparent to any man endowed with the smallest amount
of common sense, that to all intents and purposes the fort was ours.

We were entirely around it, with a detachment of Barteau's regi-

ment on the right and rear, and about three companies of McCul-
loch's command in an old rifle-pit (made, I presume, to protect the
water batteries below) on the left and rear.

General Forrest, desiring to j^revent the further effusion of blood
or loss of life, sent up a flag of truce demanding the unconditional
surrender of the fort.

I give the correspondence as copied from the originals now in my
possession

:

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry,
Before Fort Pillow, April 12, 1864.

Major Booth,
Commanding U. S. Forces, Fort Pillow

:

Major : The conduct of the officers and men garrisoning Fort Pillow has been
such as to entitle them to being treated as prisoners of war. I demand the uncon-
ditional surrender of the [entire*] gariison, promising that you shall be treated as

prisoners of war. My men have [just*] received afresh supply of ammunition, and
from their present jxjsition can easily assault and capture the fort. Should my de-

mand be refused, 1 cannot be responsible for the fate of yourcommand.
Respectfully,

N. B. FORREST,
Major-General, Commanding.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Fort Pilloiv, April 12, 1864.

General Forrest,
Commanding C. S. Forces

:

Sir : I respectfully ask one hour for consultation with my officer.^ and the officers

of the gun-boat. In the mean time no preparation to be made on either side.

Very respectfully,
- • L. F. BOOTH,

Major, Commanding.

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry.
Before Fort Pillow, April 13, 1864.

Maj. L. F. Booth,
Commanding U. S. Forces, Fort Pillow

:

Sm : I have the honor to acknowledge the receijjt of your note, asking one hour
to consider my demand for your surrender. Your request cannot he granted. I

wiU allow you twenty minutes from the receipt of this note for consideration : if at
the expiration of that time the fort is not surrendereli. I shall .assault it.f I do not
demand die smTender of the gun-lx)at.

Very resiiectfuUy,
N. B. FORREST,

Major'-Geueral.

*According to Forrest's copy. See p. 614.

fin Forrest's copy this sentence reads :
" I will allow you twenty minutes from

the receipt of this note ; if the fort is not surrendered at the expiration of that time,

I shall assault it."
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General Fokuest,
Commanding C. S. Forces :

I [we *] will not surrender.
Very respectfully,

Headquarters U. R. Forces,
Fort Pillow, April 13, 1864.

L. F. BOOTH,
Majoj-, Commanding.

As all negotiations for a surrender proved unavailing, the major-
general commanding gave orders to prepare for the assault. The
time expired, and the tjugle sounded the cliarge. Our brave troops
dashed forward with a yell, and in less than twenty minutes firing

had ceased, the work was done, and half the garrison lay weltering
in their blood.

It is an easy matter to account for the loss of life at Fort Pillow
when you understand the position of our forces and the ground they
occupied. In making the assault our troops, being without bayo-
nets, reserved their fire. As they dashed toward the fort one deaf-

ening roar of artillery and a volley of musketry greeted them, and
as they mounted the works another volley greeted them, and the
enemy disappeared tinder the brink of the bluff. As they descended
the detachment from Barteau on the right and the three companies
on the left poured into them an enfilading and deadly fire, at a dis-

tance of 40 to 100 yards. The assaulting line in the mean time had
gained the brow and mowed down their rear.

For the survivors it was also a fortunate occurrence that some of

our men cut the halyards and pulled down their flag, floating from
a high mast in the center of the fort. Until this was done our forces

under the bluff had no means of knowing or reason for believing
that the fort was in our possession, as they could from their position

see the flag but could not see the fort.

Tlie unwounded of the garrison Avere detailed, under the super-

vision of their own officers, to bury the dead and remove the wounded
to the hospitals, tents, and buildings, under orders from General
Forrest. I took with me Captain Young, a Federal officer, and
endeavored to deliver a message, copy of which I here give :

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry.
Foi-t Pillow. April 13, 1864.

Captain Marshall,
Commanding Oun-Boat No. 7, U. S. Navy:

Sir : My aide-de-camp, Capt. Charles W. Anderson,*is fully authorized to negoti-

ate Avith you for the delivery of the wounded of the [Federal *] gan-ison at this

place [upon your own or any other IT. S. vessel*] on board your vessel.

I am, very respectfully, vours, &c.,
N. B. FORREST,

Major-Qeneral.

We searched for a skiff or a small boat to go out to the vessel, but
without success. Captain Young tried, by walking along shore and
waving a white flag, to induce the vessel to send J^er boat ashore.

Whether she saw our flag or was afraid to send her boat Captain
Mai'shall alone can answer, as she soon steamed out of sight.

The burial of the dead continued until dark. On the next morn-
ing I was again sent to the fort by the major-general commanding,
and refer you to my official report. (Copy of report marked A

;

correspondence with vessel, B.)

*According to Forrest's copy. See p. 616.
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[Sub-inclosure No. 5.]

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry,
Jackson, Tenn., April 17, 18fi4.

Maj. J. P. Strange,
Assistant Adjutant-General

:

Major : Having been ordered by the major-general commanding
on the morning succeeding the battle at Fort Pillow (13th instant)

to return to the fort and make some disposition of the wounded
Federals, and to see that the dead were buried, &c., I took with me
3 men of the escort, and when within 3 miles of the fort I met with
General Chalmers and asked his permission to take with me Captain
Young, a captured Federal officer, whose presence I thought would
assist me in obtaining the delivery of a message to the officers com-
manding the gun-boats, who were then engaged in shelling the hills

around the fort.

On nearing the river [blui? *] I raised the white flag and proceeded
immediately [directly*] to the bank of the river. The firing ceased,

and the officer on deck asked what was [we*] wanted. He was x-e-

quested to send his small boat ashore, which he did. Ascertaining
the name of the officer in command, as well as the name of the ves-

sel, I sent him the communication marked A, hereto appended, and
in a short time received the reply marked B. After its delivery to

me the vessel hauled down the U. S. colors, ran up a white flag, and
landed. Details were immediately sent out to bring in the wounded,
a list of them being taken as they were passed aboard the vessel, a
copy of which, with the acknowledgment of the agreement and re-

ceipt of the commanding officer of the gun-boat, is appended,
marked C.
About 10 a. m. several transports and gun-boats, both upward and

downward bound, approached, and leave was asked to land one of

the transports for the purpose of placing the wounded on her, which
would save the necessity of their being again transferred. A mes-
sage from another was also received asking permission to land, as
she had on board the families of some of the officers and men of the
fort and desired to know their fate. Believing it j)roper and right
in both cases that the request should be granted, I drew up an article,

which was signed by Acting Master Ferguson and myself, in which
it was stipulated that the flag of truce should remain in fxill force
and effect until 5 p. m. ; that all Confederate troops should be with-
drawn to the outer works in order to give those interested in the
biirial of the dead and removal of the wounded an opportunity of
doing so without a chance of molestation. This agreement was sub-
mitted to and approved of by General Chalmers, after which the ves-
sels were permitted to land, and all who desired to do so A'isited the
fort, and extra details were sent out for the wounded. A detail sent
downby Brigadier-General Chalmers to bury tne remaining dead were
near the fort when I reached there. The officer reported that he was
unable to perform the duty owing to the constant fire of the gun-
boat, which prevented them from approaching the river. The work
was completed by 4 o'clock, when I withdrew ray flag to the top of

the blufl' and proceeded to burn all unconsumed houses and tents

According to Forrest's copy. See p. 616.
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jiround the fort. The Silver Cloud rounded out, and wlien three-
quarters of a mile below the fort lowered the white flag, ran uj)

U. S. colors, and was soon out of sight.

I am, major, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. W. ANDERSON,

Aide-de-Camp.

B.

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry,
Fort Pillow, April 13, 1864.

Acting Master W. Ferguson,
Commanding U. S. Steamer Silver Cloud:

Sir : I am directed [authorized*] by Major-General Forrest to say
that he desires to place the badly wounded of your army on board
of your boat, provided you will acknowledge their paroles. I shall
send all, white or black, who desire to go.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
CHAS. W. ANDERSON,

Aide-de-Camj).

B.

U. S. Steamer Silver Cloud.
Off Fort Pilloiu, April 13, 1864.

Capt. C. W. Anderson,
Bearer of Flag of Trxice:

Sir : I accept your flag [of truce*], and will land my vessel ac-

cordingly.
Respectfully,

W. FERGUSON,
Acting Master, l.'oiiulg. U. S. Steamer Silver Cloud.

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry Department,
Fort Pillow, April 13, 18G4.

Referring to the copy of communication attached, the following-

named officers and privatesf are acknowled^'ed to have been received
under the proposition made, and their parole is hereby acknowl-
edged.

I hereby acknowledge to have received from Major-General For-
rest 2 first and 1 second lieutenants, 43 white isrivates. and 14 negroes.

W. FERGUSON,
Acting Master, Comdg. U. S. Steamer Silver Cloud.

[Inclosure No. 3.]
'

Hdqrs. Department Ala.. Miss., and'^ast La.,
Meridian, June 28, 1864.

Maj. Gen. C. C. Washburn,
Commanding U. S. Forces, Memphis, Tenn.

:

General : I am in receipt of your letter of the 17th instant, and
have also before me the reply of Major-General Forrest thereto.

* According to Forrest's copy. See p. 616.
•j- Nominal list omitted.
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Thougli that reply is full and is approved by me, yet I deem it

proper to communicate with you ui)on a subject so seriously aft'ect-

ing our future conduct and that of the troops under our respective
commands.
Yoiir communication is by no means respectful to me, and is, by

implication, insulting to Major-General Forrest. This, however, is

overlooked in consideration of the imjiortant character of its con-
tents. You assume as correct an exaggerated statement of the cir-

cumstances attending the capture of Fort Pillow, relying solely upon
the evidence of those who would naturally give a distorted history
of the affair. No demand for an explanation has ever been made
either by yourself or your Government, a course which would cer-

tainly recommend itself to every one desirous of liearing truth, but
on the contrary, you seem to have been perfectly willing to allow
your soldiers to labor under false impressions upon a subject involv-
ing such terrible consequences. Even the formality of parades and
oaths have been resorted to for the purpose of inciting your colored
troops to the xjerpetration of deeds of which you say '"will lead to

consequences too fearful to contemplate."
As commanding officer of this department I desire to make the

following statement concerning the capture of Fort Pillow, a state-

ment suppoi-ted in a great measure by the evidence of one of your
own officers captured at that place

:

The version given by you and your Goverimient is untrue, and not
sustained by the facts to the extent that you indicate. The garrison
was summoned in the usual manner, and its commanding officer

assumed the responsibility of refusing to surrender, after having
been informed by General Forrest of his ability to take the fort, and
of his fears as to what the result would be in case the demand was not
complied with. The assault was made under a heavy fire and with
considerable loss to the attacking partj^. Your colors were never
loM'ered, and your garrison never surrendered, but retreated from
the fort to the cover of the gun-boats* with arms in their hands, and
constantly using them. This was true, particularly of your colored
troops, who had been firmly convinced by your teachings of the cer-

tainty of their slaughter in case of capture. Even under these cir-

cumstances many of your men, white and black, were taken pris-

oners.

I respectfully refer you to history for numerous cases of indiscrim-
inate slaiighter [after successful a^sajiltf], even under less aggra-
vated circumstances. It is generally conceded by all military pre-
cedent that where the issue has been fairly presented and the ability
displayed, fearful results are expected to follow a refusal to surren-
der. The case under consideration is almost an extreme one. You
had a servile race, armed against their masters and in a country
which had been desolated by almost unprecedented outrages.

I assert that oiir officers, with all these circumstances against them,
endeavored to prevent the efilusion of blood, and as an evidence of
this I refer yoti to the fact that both white l»nd colored prisoners
were taken, and are now in our hands.
As regards the battle of Tishojuingo Creek, the statements of your

negro witnesses are not to be relied on. In their panic they acted as
might have been expected from their previous impressions. I do not

*In Lee's copy (see p. 606) tins reads, " but retreated under cover of a gunboat."

fAccording to Lee's copy.
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tliink many of them were killed. They are yet wandering over tlio

country, attempting to return to their masters. With reference to
the status of those captured at Tishomingo Creek and Fort Pillow,
I will state that, unless otherwise ordered by my Government, they
will not be regarded as prisoners of war, but will be retained an(i
humanely treated, subject to such future instructions as may be
indicated.

Your letter contains many implied threats. These you can of
course make, and you are fully entitled to any satisfaction that you
may feel from having made them. It is my intention, and that also
of my siibordinate officers, to conduct this war upon civilized princi-
ples, provided you permit us to do so, and I take this occasion to
state that we will not shrink from any responsibilities that your
actions may force upon us. We are engaged in a struggle for the
protection of our homes and firesides, for the maintenance of our
national existence and liberty. We have counted the cost and are
prepared to go to any extremes, and although it is far from our wish
to fight under the black flag, still if you drive us to it we will accept
the issue. Your troops virtually fought under it at the battle of
Tishomingo Creek, and the prisoners taken there state that they went
into battle under the impression that they were to [would *] receive
no quarter, and, I suppose, with the determination to give none. I will
further remark that if it is raised, so far as your soldiers are con-
cerned, there can be no distinction, for the unfortunate people whom
you pretend to be aiding are not considered entirely responsible for
their acts, influenced as they are by the superior intellect of their
white brothers.

I inclose for your consideration certain papersf touching the Fort
Pillow affair, which were procured from the writer after the exag-
gerated statements of your presG were seen.

I am, general, yours, respectfully,

S. D. LEE,
Lieutenant- General.

[Inclosure No. 4.j

Headquarters District of West Tennessee,
Memphis, Tenn., July 2, 18G4.

Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest,
Commanding Confederate Forces^nSar Tupelo:

General : Your communications of the ,20th and 23d ultimo are
received. Of the tone and temper of both I do not complain. The
desperate fortunes of a bad cause excuse much irritation of temper,
and I pass it by. Indeed, I receive it as a favorable augury and as

evidence that you are not indifferent to the opinions of the civilized

world.
In regard to the Fort Pillow affair, it is useless to prolong the dis-

cussion. I shall forward your report, which you Sid me the favor
to inclose, to my Government, and you will receive the full benefit

of it. The record is now made up, and a candid world will judge of

it. I beg leave to send you. herewitli, a copy of the report of the
investigating committee from the U. S. Congress on the affair.

* According to Lee's copy instead of the words ' were to."

f See statements of Captain Young, pp. 594, 595.
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In regard to the treatment of Major Bradford, I refer you to the
testimony contained in that rejjort, from which you will see that he
was not attempting to escape when shot. It will be easy to bring the
perpetrators of the outrage to justice if you so desire. I will add to

what I have heretofore said, that I have it from responsible and truth-
ful citizens of Brownsville, that when Major Bradford was started

under an escort for your headquarters at Jackson, General Chalmers
remarked that he '

' would never reach there. " You call attention ap-
parently as an offset to this affair of Major Bradford to outrages said

to havebeen committed by Col. Fielding Hurst and others of his regi-

ment (Sixth Tennessee Cavalry). The outrages, if committed as stated
by you, are disgraceful and abhorrent to every brave and sensitive

mind. On receiving your letter, I sent at once for Colonel Hurst,
and read him the extract pertaining to him. He indignantly denies
the charge against him, and until you furnish me the names of the
parties murdered, and the time when, and the place where, the of-

fense was committed, with names of witnesses, it is impossible for
me to act. When you do that, you may rest assured that I shall

use every effort in my power to have the parties accused tried, and,
if found guilty, properly punished.
In regard to the treatment of colored soldiers, it is evidently useless

to discuss the question further. Your attempt to shift from yourself
upon me the responsibility of the inauguration of a " worse than
savage warfare," is too strained and far-fetched to require any re-

sponse. The full and cumulative evidence contained in the Con-
gressional report I herewith forward, points to you as the person
responsible for the barbarisms already committed. It was your sol-

diers who at Fort Pillow raised the blacK flag, and while shooting,
bayoneting, and otherwise maltreating the Federal prisoners in their
hands, shouted to each other in the hearing of their victims that it

was done by "Forrest's orders." Thus far, I cannot learn that you
have made any disavowal of these barbarities. Your letters to me
inform me confidently that you have always treated our prisoners
according to the rules of civilized warfare, but your disavowal of
the Fort Pillow barbarities, if you intend to make any, should be
full, clear, explicit, and published to the Avorld. The United States
Government is, as it always has been, lenient and forbearing, and it

is not yet too late for you to secure for yourself and soldiers a con-
tinuance of the treatment due to honorable warriors, by a public
disclaimer of barbarities already cbriftnitted, and a vigorous effort
to punish the wretches who committed them. But I say to you now,
clearly and unequivocally, that such measure of treatment as you
mete out to Federal soldiers will be measured to you again. If you
give no quarter, you must expect none ; if you observe the rules of
civilized warfare, and treat our prisoners in accordance with the laws
of war, your prisoners will be treated, as they ever have been, with
kindness. If you depart from these" principles, you may expect such
retaliation as the laws of war justify. Tha^you may know what
the laws of war are, as understood by my Government, I beg leave
to inclose a copy of General Orders, No. 100, from the War ]3epart-
ment, Adjutant-General's Office, Washington, April 24, 1863.

I have tke honor to be, sir, very respectfully, yours,
C. C. WASHBURN,

Maior- General.
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[Tnclosure No. 5.]

Headquarters District of West Tennessee,
Memphis, Tenn., July 3, 1864.

Lieut. Gen. S. D. Lee, C. S. Army,
Comdg. Dept. Ala., Miss., and E. La., Meridian, Miss.:

General : Your letter of the 28th ultimo, in reply to mine of the
17th ultimo, is received.
The discourtesy which you profess to discover in my letter I

utterly disclaim. Having already discussed at length in a corre-

spondence with Major-Geueral Forrest the Fort Pillow massacre, as

well as the policy to be pursued in regard to colored troops, I do not
regard it necessary to say more on those subjects. As you state

that you fully approve of the letter sent by General Forrest to me,
in answer to mine of the 17th ultimo, I am forced to presume that
jow fully approve of his action at Fort Pillow. Your arguments in

support of that action confirm such presumption. You state that
the version given by me and my Government is not true, and not
sustained by the facts to the extent I indicate. You furnish a state-

ment of a certain Captain Young, wlio was captured at Fort Pillow,

and is now a prisoner in your hands. How far a statement of a per-

son under duress and in the positioia of Captain Young should go to

disprove the sworn testimony of the hundred eye-witnesses who had
ample opportunity of seeing and knowing I am willing that others

shall judge. In relying as you do upon the certificate of Captain
Young, you confess that all better resoxirces are at an end. You
are welcome to all the relief that that certificate is calculated to

give you. Does he say that our soldiers were not inhumanly treated?

No. Does he say that lie was in a position to see in case they had
been mistreated ? No. He simply says that he " saw no ill-treat-

ment of their wounded." If he was in a position to see and know
what took place, it was easy for him to say so.

I yesterday sent to Major-General Forrest a copy of the report of

the "Congressional Investigating Committee, and I hope it may fall

into your hands. You will find tliere the record of inhuman atroci-

ties, to find a parallel for which you will search the page of history

in vain. Men (white men and black men) were crucified and
burned ; others were hunted by bloodliouiids, while others in their

anguisli were made the sport of men more cruel than the dogs by
wiiich they were hunted. I have also sent^o my Government copies

of General Forrest's reports, together with the certificate of Captain
Young. The record in the case is plainly made up, and I leave it.

You justify and approve it, and appeal to history for precedents.

As I have said, history furnishes no parallels. True, there are in-

stances where after a long and i)rotracted resistance resulting in

heavy loss to the assailing party, the garrison has been put to the

sword ; but I know of no such instance.that did not bring dishonor

upon the commanders that ordered or suffered it. There is no En-
glishman that would not gladly forget Badajos, noT\ Frenchman that

exults when Jaffa or the caves of Dahla and Shelas are spoken of.

The massacre of Glencoe, which the world has read of with horror

for nearly two hundred years, pales into insignificance before the

truthful recital of Fort Pillow. The desperate defense of the Alamo
was the excuse for the slaughter of its brave survivors after its sur-

render
;
yet that act was received with just execration, and we are

told by the historian that it led, more than anything else, to the in-

dependence of Texas. At the battle of San Jacinto, the Texaus
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rushed into action with the war-cry, " Remember the Alamo !" and
carried all before them. You will seek in vain for consolation in

history, pursue the inquiry as far as you may. Your desire to shift

the responsibility of the Fort Pillow massacre, or to find excuses for

it, is not strange. But the responsibility still remains where it be-

longs, and there it will remain.
In my last letter to General Forrest I stated that the treatment

which Federal soldiers received would be their guide hereafter, and
that if you give no quarter you need expect none. If you observe
the rules of civilized warfare I shall rejoice at it, as no one can re-

gret more than myself a resort to such measures as the laws of war
justify toward an enemy that gives no quarter. Your remark that
our colored soldiers " will not be regarded as prisonei'S of war,but will
be retained and humanely treated," indicating that you consider
them as of more worth and importance than your own soldiers who
are now in our hands, is certaimy very complimentary to our colored
troops, though but a tardy acknowledgment of their bravery and
devotion as soldiers ; but such fair words can neither do justice to
the colored soldiers who were butchered at Fort Pillow after they
had surrendered to their victors, nor relieve yourself, General For-
rest, and the troops serving under you from the fearful responsi-
bility now resting upon you for those wanton and unparalleled
barbarities. I concur in your remark that if the black flag is once
raised there can be no distinction so far as our soldiers are con-
cerned. No distinction in this regard as to color is known to the laws
of war, and you may rest assured that the outrages we complain of
are felt by our white soldiers, no less than by our black ones, as in-
sults to their common banner, the flag of the United States.

I will close by a reference to your statement that many of our
colored soldiers "are yet wandering over the country attempting to
return to their masters." If this remark is intended as a joke, it is

acknowledged as a good one, but if stated as a fact, perrnit me to
correct your misapprehensions by informing you that most of them
have rejoined their respective commands, their search for their late
'"masters" having proved bootless ; and I think I do not exaggerate
in assuring you that there is not a colored soldier here who does not
prefer the fate of his comrades at Fort Pillow to being returned to
his "master."

1 remain, general, yours, very respectfully,
- .C. C. WASHBURN,

Major-Geiieral.

ADDENDA.
Memphis, Tenn.,

September 13, 1864.
Maj. Gen. C. C. "Washburn,

Commandimj District West Tennessee:
General : I have the honor to address you in regard to certain

])apers* forwarded you by Major-General FoI'^est, of the so-called
Confederate army, signed by me under protest while a prisoner of
war at Cahaba, Ala.

:

I would first ^call your attention to the manner by which those
papers were procured about 27th April last. All Federal prisoners
(except colored soldiers) were sent to Andersonville and Macon, Ga.,
myself among the number. About ten days after my arrival at

* See pp. 594. .595.
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Macon prison, a Confederate captain, with 3 men as guard, came to
that prison with an order for me to return to Cahaba. I appealed
to the officer in command to know why I was taken from the other
officers, but received no explanation. Many of my friends among
the Federal officers who had been prisoners longer than myself felt

uneasy at the proceeding, and advised me to make my escape going
back, as it was likely a subject of retaliation. Consequently I felt

considerable uneasiness of mind. On returning to Cahaba, being quite
unwell, I was placed in hospital under guard, with still no explana-
tion from the military authorities. On the day following I was
informed by a sick Federal officer, also in hospital, that he had
learned that I had been recognized by some Confederate as a deserter
from the Confederate army, and that I was to be court-martialed
and shot. The colored waiters about the hospital told me the same
thing, and although I knew that the muster-rolls of my country
would show that I had been in the volunteer service since 1st of May,
1861, I still felt uneasy, having fresh in my mind Fort Pillow, and
the summary manner the Confederate officers have of disposing of
men on some occasions.
With the above impressions on my mind, about three days after

my return to Cahaba I was sent for by the provost-marshal, and
certain papers handed me, made out by General Forrest, for my sig-

nature. Looking over the papers I found that signing them would be
an indoj'sement of General Forrest's official report of the Fort Pillow
affair. I, of course, returned the papers, positively refusing to have
anything to do with them. I was sent for again the same day with
request to sign other papers of the same tendency, but modified. I

again refused to sign the papers but sent General Forrest a state-

ment, that although I considered some of the versions of the Fort
Pillow affair which I had read in their own papers exaggerated (said

to be copies from Federal papers), I also thought that his own official

report was equally so in some particulars. Here the matter rested

about one week, when I was sent for by Col. H. C. Davis, commander
of post at Cahaba, who informed me that General Forrest had sent

Judge P. T. Scruggs to see me and have a talk with me about the

Fort Pillow fight. I found the judge very affable, and rather dis-

posed to flatter me. He said that General Forrest thought that I

was a gentleman and a soldier, and that the general had sent him
(the judge) down to see me and talk to me about the Fort Pillow

fight. He then went on to tell over a ^reat many things that were
testified to before the military commissfon which I was perfectly

ignorant of, never having seen the testimony. He then produced
papers which General Forrest wished me to sign. Upon examina-
tion I found them about the same as those previously shown me, and
refused again to sign them; but the judge was very importunate and
finally prevailed on me to sign the papers you have in your posses-

sion, pledging himself that if I wished it they should only be seen by
General Forrest himself; that they were not intended to be used by
him as testimony, but merely for his own satisfaotion.

1 hope, general, that these pajjers signed by me, or rather extorted

from me while under duress, will not be used by my Government to

my disparagement, for my only wish now is, after over three years'

service, to recruit my health, which has suffered badly by imprison-

ment, and go in for the war.
I have tlie honor, Si-eneral. to be yo^n obedient servant,

JOHN T. YOUNG,
Captain Company A. Twenty-fourth Missouri Infantry.
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No. 25.

Report.s of Lieut. Gen. Stephen D. Lee, C. S. Army, commanding
Department of Alabama, Mississijypi, and East Louisiana, of the

capture of Fort Pillow, etc.

Hdqrs. Department Ala., Miss., and East La.,
Meridian, Miss., May 27, 1864.

General : I liave the lioitor to forward herewith, by Col. T. W.
White, Nintli Mississippi Regiment, 1 flag captured from the enemy
at Union City, Tenn., and -i garrison flags and 8 guidons captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenn., all hy Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest's cavalry com-
mand in Api-il last.

It would be superfluous for me here to advert to the skill and gal-

lantry displayed by Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest and the officers and
men under his command in the engagements above referred to, in
which such a handsome addition has been made to the trophies we
have wi-ested from the enemy. Few cavalry raids have been pro-
ductive of such brilliant results to our arms or of such disastrous
discomfiture to the enemy as tliat which has rendered famous the
expedition whence General Forresfs command has just returned. T

will direct that Union City and Fort Pillow be inscribed on the coloi-s

of those organizations which distinguished themselves in these en-
gagements.

I am, general, yours, respectfully,

S. D. LEE,
Major- General, CommaiidiiKj Department.

General S. Cooper,
Adjt. and hisp. Gen., C. S. Army, liichmund, Va.

Hdqrs. Department Ala., Miss., and East La.,
Meridian, Miss., June 30, 1864.

General : I have the honor to transmit copies of correspondence
between General Washburn, U. S. Army, General Forrest, and
myself, which I consider very important and should be laid before
the Department. * It will be my endeavor to avoid, as far as is con-
sistent with my idea of the dignity of my position, resorting to such
an extremity as the black flag, and the onus shall be with the Fed-
eral commander. I would like that tjie onus be put where it prop-
erly belongs—before the public—should the extremity arise. The
correspondence is not complete yet, and the Department will be in-
formed of the result at the earliest practicable moment.

I am, general, yours, respectfully,

S. D. LEE.
Lieutena7it-General.

General S. Cooper,
Adjt. and Insx>. Gen., JRichmond, Va.

\
[First iudorsement.]

July 28, 1864.

Respectfully sabmitted for the information of the President, who
will probably lie interested to see the grounds taken by our officers

concerning the afl'air at Fort Pillow and the treatment of negro troops.

* Inclosurcs oniitteU. See Washburn to Townsend, June 30 and July 6,1864, pp.
0B6, 590,
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The implied admissions of tiie Federal generals are infamous, and
are properly exposed, especially in General Forrest's second letter,

which, though neither elegant nor strictly grammatical, is better,

being very much to the point and in the true si)irit. The corre-

spondence on the part of our officers meets my apin-oval, and, I

trust, with yours.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary.

[Second indorsement.]

July 30, 1804.

Returned to the Secretary of War.
The tone of the correspondence on the pai't of our officci'S is a})-

])roved. Much misrepresentation of events connected with the capt-

ure of Fort Pillow has been thrown upon the world in the form (^f

a report of a select committee of the two houses of the United States

Congress. It is due to our Government that the truth should be sent
out to correct the false impression extensively created. It might be
well to have at least a part of these communications published, but
they are susceptible of many useful additions to the testimony they
contain. You will observe frequent and obvious errors, probably
due to the copyists : the sense, however, is perceptible.

JEFF'N DAVIS.

No. 36.

Eepori-s of Maj. Gen. Nnthan B. Forrest, C. S. Army, conrmanding
Cavalry.

Dresden, Tenn.,
March 27, 1864.

General : Left Jackson on the 23d. Captured Union City on the
24th, -with 450 prisoners, among them the renegade Hawkins and
most of his regiment, about 200 horses, and 500 small-arms ; also

took possession of Hickman, the enemy having passed it. I moved
now with Buford's division direct from Jackson to Paducah in fifty

hours ; attacked it on the evening of tlie 26th ; drove the enemy to

their gun-boats and forts ; held the town for ten hours, and could
have held it longer, but found the small-pox was raging and evacu-
ated the place. Captured many stores and horses, burned up sixty

bales of cotton, one steamer and the dry-dock, bringing out 50
prisoners. " *

My loss at Union City and Paducah, as far as known, is 25 killed

and wounded, among them Colonel Thonipson, commanding Ken-
tucky brigade, killed ; Lieutenant-Colonel Lannom, Faulkner's regi-

ment, mortally wounded, and Colonel Crossland, of the Seventh
Kentucky, and Lieutenant-Colonel Morton, of the Second Tennessee,
slightly wounded.
Enemy's loss in Paducah 50 killed, wounded, and prisoners ; in

all, 500. ^
Have dispatched Gholson, at Tupelo, to meet prisoners at Corinth

and take them to you.
I hold possession of all this country except posts on the river.

Think if I can reni^in unmolested here fifteen days I will be able to

add 2,000 men to my command.
N. B. FORREST,

Mqjur-General.
Lieutenant-General Pulk, Demopolis.
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Demopolis, A2)ril 3, 1864.

The following dispatch just received from General Forrest

:

Jackson, Tenn., via Waterford, April 2, 1864.

Six hundred Federal prisoners will arrive at Eipley, Miss., to-day, en route for

Demopolis. Colonel Neely engaged Hurst on the 29th of March near Bolivar, capt-

uring his entire wagon train, routing and driving him to Memphis, killing 30, and
capturing 35 prisoners, kilhng 3 captains, and capturing 1.

L. i OLiJv,

Lieutenant-General.
General S. Cooper,

Adjutant and Inspector General, Richmond.

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry Department,
Jackson, Tenn., April 4, 1804.

Colonel : I desire respectfully and briefly to state that Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Crews, commanding battalion, met the enemy yesterday
morning, and after a sharp little engagement repulsed and drove
them back to Raleigh. The enemy's force was two regiments of
cavalry of Grierson's command. The fight occurred 15 miles east

of Raleigh, on Somerville road. Colonel Crews lost 1 man severely
and 1 slightly wounded. The enemy had ('> killed and 15 or 20
wounded and 3 prisoners.

In all engagements so far in West Tennessee my loss in the aggre-
gate is 15 killed and 43 wounded. Among the killed Colonel Thomp-
son, commanding Kentucky brigade, whose death was reported to
you by telegraph. Lieutenant-Colonel Lannom, of Faiilkner's regi-

ment, reported mortally wounded, is, I am glad to say, rapidly
recovering.
The loss of the enemy thus far is as follows : 7!) killed, 103 wounded,

and G13 captured.
I have as far as prudent allowed my troops an opportunity of

going home. Am now concentrating and preparing for any move
the enemy may make, or for offensive operations, provided they do
not move me. I feel confident of my ability to whip any cavalry
they can s^-.id against me, and can, if necessary, avoid their infantry.
If permitted to remain in West Tennessee, or rather, if it is not the
purpose of the lieutenant-general commanding to order me else-

where until driven out by the enemy, would be glad to have my
artillery with me, and will send for it» as I could operate effectively
with my rifle battery on the rivers. With the small gims I have
here it would 1)e folly to attempt the destriiction or cai)ture of boats.
I am yet in hopes the lieutenant-general commanding will repair
and operate the railroad to Corinth, as suggested in a former letter.

I, of course, cannot tell wliat demands are being made on him for
troops, but am clearly of 02)inio]i that with a brigade of infantry at
Corinth as a force upon which I could fall back if too hard pressed,
that I can liold West Tennessee against three times my numbers,
and could send rapidly oiit from here all conscl-ipts and deserters for
service in infantry. At ^jresent it is impracticable, as I am without
the transportation necessary to supply tliem with rations to Okolona
througli a country already depleted and whose inhabitants are suffer-
ing for food. "I'find corn scarcer than I had thought, but have
plenty of meal, floiir, and bacon for troops. If supplied with the
right kind of money or cotton can furnish my command with all

small-arm ammunition required, and I think with small-arms also.
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General Chalmers is here, and -will be kept in readiness for any
move that may be made from Memphis. General Buford's division
IS above this, and concentrating at Eaton, 10 miles west of Trenton.
As I came np here employed a man to get up lead. He writes me
that he has from 8,000 to 10,000 pounds at Corinth, which I shall
scud out as soon as possible, and will continue to get up all that can
be had. There is a Federal force of 500 or 600 at Fort Pillow, which
I shall attend to in a day or two, as tliey have horses and supplies
which we need. There are about 0,000 troops now at Memphis ; all
else gone up the river. It is clear that tliey are concentrating all
their available force before Richmond and at Chattanooga. They
liave attempted to send their cavalry across the country to Pulaski,
Tenn. Have driven them back and hope yet to be able to make
them take water. I have ordered everything belonging to my com-
mand at Columbus moved up to Aberdeen, and Morton's battery up
to Tupelo to r('port to General Gholson, and shall bring it on here
unless ordered to the contrary, as the little guns I have are of no
use to me. You will please send any orders or dispatches for me
through General Gholson, at Tupelo.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
N. B. FORREST,

Major- General, Commanding.
Liexit. Col. Thomas M. Jack,

Ass istan t Adjutant- General.

Jackson, Tenn.,
April 15, 1864.

General : I attacked Fort Pillow on the morning of the 13th in-

stant with a part of Bell's and McCulloch's brigades, numbering
1.500, under Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers. After a short fight

drove the enemy, 700 strong, into the fort under the cover of their

gun-boats. Demanded a surrender, which was declined by Maj. L.

F. Booth, commanding U. S. forces. I stormed the fort, and after

a contest of thirty mimites captured the entire garrison, killing
.)0(.t iind takiui:;' 200 horses and a large amount of quartermaster's
stores. The oiiicers in the fort were killed, including Major Booth.
I sustained a loss of 9.0 killed and 60 wounded. Among the wounded
is the gallant Lieut. Col. Wiley M. Reed while leading the Fifth
Mississippi. Over 100 citizens who had fled to the fort to escape con-

scription ran into the river and were drowned. The Confederate
flag now floats over the fort.

N. B. FORREST,
Major-General.

Lieuteiiant-General Polk,
Demopolis.

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry,
Jackson, Tenn., April 15, 1864.

Colonel : A dispatch of the 9th instant from the lieutenant-gen

eral commanding reached me on the morning of the 13th at Fort
Pillow. Orders were issued at once to have the same complied with.

39 R R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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Brigadier-General Chalmers, commanding McCulloch's and Bell's

brigades, was ordered to malie the necessary preparations for mov-
ing to Okolona by way of Abbeville, that being the only route upon
which forage could be obtained with facility. Col. J. J. Neely, corn-

mauding Eichardson's brigade, was ordered to put himself in readi-

ness to report to and follow General Chalmers as early as possible.

Brigadier-General Buford, commanding one brigade 'in Kentucky,
is ordered to this point, and will be here by Tuesday next (the 19th),

when he will follow on also. They will proceed to Okolona and there

report to you. I am in hopes to be able to come on at ihe same time,

but am now suffering from exhaustion, caused by hard riding and
bruises received in the late engagement. I will leave Colonel Duck-
worth's regiment and Lieutenant-Colonel Crews' battalion for the
purpose of conscripting the State and holding the guerrillas in check.
You will please give such instructions as you may desire to my quar-
termaster and commissary, whom I ordered to remain at Aberdeen,
that being a central point. Please communicate your instructions

to me or Brigadier-General Chalmers at Okolona. Have dispatched
by telegraph of the capture of Fort Pillow.

' Arrived there on the morning of the 12th and attacked the place
with a portion of McCuUoch's and Bell's brigades, numbering about
1,500 men, and after a sharp contest captured tlie garrison and all of

its stores. A demand was made for the surrender, which was re-

fused. The victory was complete, and the loss of the enemy will

never be known from the fact that large numbers ran into the river

and were shot and drowned. The force was composed of about 500
negroes and 200 white soldiers (Tennessee Tories). The river was
dyed with the blood of the slaughtered for 200 yards. There was in
the fort a large number of citizens who had fled there to escape the
conscript law. Most of these ran into the river and were drowned.
The approximate loss was upward of 500 killed, but few of the

officers escaping.
It is hoped that these facts will demonstrate to the Northern people

that negro soldiers cannot cope with Southerners. We still hold the
fort.

My loss was about 20 killed and about 60 wounded. Among the
latter I regret to state Lieut. Col. W. M. Reed, conmianding George's
regiment. He was shot in three places, and it is feared that his
wounds may prove mortal. The country can ill afford to lose the
services of so good and brave an offic» at this time.
^There has been no larger force up the Tennessee River than 1,500
Yankees, who came out to Purdy but were driven back to their
boats by one regiment, when they went up to Waterloo and thence
across to Athens, Ala. A small squad of about 50 cavalry came
across the river, but hearing of our force immediately returned.

I have done but little conscripting from being so constantly em-
ployed in operating against the enemy. Large numbers of the Tories
iiave been killed and made away with, and t^e country is very near
free of them. Greenbacks have gone down, and arc being refused.
Could I but stay liere a month would have everything in fine condi-
tion. Pai'ties have come up and expressed their willingness to take
Confederate money. Kentucky could be placed in the same condi-
tion had I the time.

In conclusion, I desire to bring to the notice of the lieutenant-gen-
eral commanding the great want of artillery, and it is hoped that
the guns I'ecently captured will be fitted up and put in such a con-
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dition as will enable the battery to move with the command. I have
been unable to supply my artillery with horses, from the fact that
the captured stock is very inferior and has to supply the place of the
horses killed in action. The enemy's navigation of the rivers has
been uninterrupted from the want of this important branch of the
service, and it is to be hoped that the lieutenant-general commanding
will give the matter his earliest attention.

I am, colonel, with respect, your obedient servant,
N. B. FORREST,

Major- Oeneral, Commanding.
Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Jack,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

Headqctarters Forrest's Cavalry,
Jackson, Tenn., April 15, 1864.

Dear Sir : Having an opportunity of sending a letter direct to
Richmond by a friend who leaves here in the morning, and believ-
ing that your Excellency would be glad to receive as information a
detailed statement of the condition of things in this section, I have
taken the liberty of addressing you this communication. North
Mississippi, West Tennessee, and Southern Kentucky, west of the
Tennessee River, are free from Federal rule and occupation, except
by their garrisons at Memphis and Paducah. There may be a small
force at Columbus, but my last advices were that the enemy had or
intended evacuating it. They look upon Memphis as being the next
point of attack, and are reported as having moved all stores and
valuables within their fortifications at Fort Pickering.

I am glad to state that in all the engagements I have had with
them since I re-entered West Tennessee we have been successful.
The bands of guerrillas, horse-thieves, and robbers which infested
this region have been broken up and dispersed, and many men here-
tofore Union in sentiment are openly expressing themselves for the
South. There are yet a large number of men in West Tennessee
who have avoided the service, and there is but little prospect for
adding to our strength by volunteering. Conscription, however,
would, I think, give us from 5,000 to 8,000 men, perhaps more. I

have not, from constant marches and active operations in the field,

been able to do much in conscripting tht)se*subject to military duty,
but design doing so effectively whenever I can with safety send
detachments in all directions to scour the country for deserters and
conscripts. My command consists of four small brigades, number-
ing about 5,000 men, and being in a country entirely surrounded
(except at the south) by navigable streams, by which the enemy
could gain my rear, it has required constant watchfulness to protect
myself against possible movements and' act offensively at the same
time. ^

I left Columbus, Miss., on March 16 with Buford's division (without
wagons) with five days' cooked rations and 60 rounds of ammunition
to the man, and reached this place on the 23d. After resting my
horses and preparing more rations moved rapidly northward against
Union City and PadiTcah ; captured Union City on the 34th with over
400 prisoners, 200 horses, and several hundred stand of arms.
While the move of a portion of the command was made against

Union City, with the balance I moved rapidly on Paducah, drove
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the enemy to their boats and fortifications, held the town for ten

hours, capturing a large amount of clothing, several hundred horses,

a large lot of medical stores for the command, burning a steamer,

the dock, and all cotton on the landing. Could have held the place

longer, but on account of the prevalence of small-pox in the i)lace

thought it prudent to withdraw.
On Monday last I moved against Fort Pillow, and attacked it on

Tuesday morning with Chalmers' division. The advance of our
troops after getting Avithin the outer works was caixtiously and
slowly made. The cannonading from the fort and the gun-boats was
very heavy and rapid. Having gained the desired position, sur-

rounding the fort with the troops from the river above to its bluff

below, a surrender was demanded, which they asked an hoar, but
w-ere given twenty minutes, to consider. It was held by about 70O
white and negro troops. At the expiration of the twenty minutes
the fire was renewed, the assault was made, and the worfes carried
without a halt, the men and officers displaying great gallantry and
courage. The enemy attempted to retreat to the river, either for
protection of gun-boats or to escape, a.nd the slaughter was heavy.
There were many Union men who had taken shelter in the fort also,

many ofwhom in their fright leajied into the river and were drowned.
It is safe to say that in troops, negroes, and citizens the killed,

wounded, and drowned will range from 4.50 to 500.

My loss is 20 killed and 60 wounded.
After securing all the stores we could remove and the artillery

(six pieces) I withdrew my troops and destroyed ail the buildings
and the works as far as practicable, burying the dead and removing
the wounded. The victory was complete, and the conduct of my
troops and the officers commanding them shall meet with due atten-
tion and mention in my official report.

I am ordered back to Okolona. Miss. , by General Polk with my
command to meet, in conjunction with General Lee, an anticipated
raid through Alabama from Middle Tennessee. It is my opinion
that no such raid will be made from Decatur or any point west of
there. General Lee has about 7,000 cavahy, and with oiir forces
united a move could be made into Middle Tennessee and Kentucky
w"hich would create a diversion of the enemy's forces and enable us
to break up his plans, and such an expedition, managed with jjru-
dence and executed with rapidity, can be safely made.

I am gratified in being able to say,that the capture of Hawkins
at Union City, and Bradford at Fort Pillow, with a recent defeat (by
Richardson's brigade, of my command) of Colonel Hurst, has broken
up the Tennessee Federal regiments in the country. Their acts of
oppression, murder, and plunder made them a terror to the whole
land. For murders committed I demanded that Fielding Hurst and
such of his men as,were guilty of murder should be delivered tome,
to be dealt with as their offenses required. The demand has been
referred to the proper Federal authorities and investigations ordered.
Hurst and his command have, as I learn, beeh sent, in consequence
of this demand, to some other locality.

Mr. William McGee, who carries you this, belongs to a Louisiana
battery. He is a native of Tennessee, and his relatives and friends
are here. He is anxious to change his command and report to me,
and if consistent with the good of the service, and it meets your
approbation, I should be glad to have him ordered to me for duty.
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as I am in great need of competent artillerists. Tliey are required
to drill and render efficient as speedily as possible the new men with
which our batteries are being filled up.

I am, sir, with great respect, your obedient servant,
N. B. FORREST,

Ma{jo r^Creneral.
His Excellency Jefferson Davis,

President Confederate States of America.

[First indorsement.]

April 38, 18G4.

Referred to General Bragg for his information and remarks upon
the suggestions contained herein.

J. D.

[Second indorsement.]

April 38, 1864.

The statement of the strength of this command is very surprising
after the verbal reports sent here of the number of men raised in
the first visit to West Tennessee. Two of the four brigades were
transferred under Brigadier-General Chalmers from General Lee's
command, one (Richardson's) was raised by him and Colonel Bell
before Forrest went to the department, and one large regiment and
one battalion of five companies were sent by me from the Army of
Tennessee, and General Polk has assigned three small regiments of
Kentiicky infantry. But little is left for the men raised by General
Forrest. The movement into Middle Tennessee was, and I consider
is still, of the utmost importance. The breaking up of the maraud-
ing bands of the enemy is very gratifying, if it is not to be followed
by similar organizations claiming to be in our service. If Mr. Will-
iam McGee, General Forrest's messenger, belongs to a Louisiana
battery, he is employed by the general without authority, and is one
of the cases of men enticed from their commands and employed in
violation of orders. He should be arrested and sent to his proper
command, and General Forrest made accountable for his unauthor-
ized absence.

BRAXTON BRAGG,
General.

' "* April 39, 180-4.

Adjutant-General, for his attention and advice.
J . ±j.

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry Department,
Jackson, Tenn., April 26, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor respectfully to for^v*rd you the fol-

lowing report of my engagement with the enemy on the 12th instant

at Fort Pillow :

My command consisted of McCulloch's brigade, of Chalmers' divis-

ion, and Bell's brigade, of Buford's division, both placed for the ex-

pedition under the command of Brig. Gen. James R. Chalmers, who,
by a forced march, drove in the enemy's pickets, gained possession

of the outer works, and by the time I reached the field, at 10 a. m.,

had forced the enemy to their main fortifications, situated on the
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bluff or bank of the Mississippi River at the mouth of Coal Creek.
The fort is an earth--work, crescent shaped, is 8 feet in height and
i feet across the top, surrounded by a ditch 6 feet deep and 13 feet

in -vfidth, walls sloping to the ditch but perpendicular inside. It

was garrisoned by 700 troops with six pieces of field artillery. A
deep ravine surrounds the fort, and from the fort to the ravine
the ground descends rapidly. Assuming command, I ordered Gen-
eral Chalmers to advance his lines and gain position on the slope,

where our men would be perfectly protected from the heavy fire of

artillery and musketry, as the enemy could not depress their pieces

so as to rake the slopes, nor could they fire on them with small-arms
except by mounting the breast-works and exposing themselves to the
fire of our sharpshooters, who, under cover of stumps and logs,

forced them to keep down inside the works. After several hours'
hard fighting the desired position was gained, not, however, without
considerable loss. Our main line was now within an average distance
of 100 yards from the fort, and extended from ,Coal Creek, on the
right, to the bluff, or bank, of the Mississippi River on the left.

During the entire morning the gun-boat kept up a continued fire

in all directions, but without effect, and being confident of my abil-

ity to take the fort by assault, and desiring to prevent fiirther loss

of life, I sent, under flag of truce, a demand for the unconditional
surrender of the garrison, a copy of which demand is hereto ap-
pended, marked No. 1,* to which I received a reply, marked No.
2. * The gun-boat had ceased firing, but the smoke of three otlier

boats ascending the river was in view, the foremost boat apparently
crowded with troops, and believing the request for an hour was to

gain time for re-enforcements to arrive, and that the desire to consult
the officers of the gun-boat was a jDretext by which they desired im-
properly to communicate with her, I at once sent this reply, copy of
which is numbered 3,* directing Captain Goodman, assistant adju-
tant-general of Brigadier-General Chalmers, who bore the flag, to
remain until he received a reply or until the expiration of tlie time
proposed.
My dispositions had all been made, and my forces were in a posi-

tion that would enable me to take the fort with less loss than to have
withdrawn under fire, and it seemed to me so perfectly apparent to
the garrison that such was the case, that I deemed their [capture

]

without further bloodshed a certainty. After some little delaj%
seeing a message delivered to Captair^ Goodman, I rode up myself to
vrhere the notes were received and delivered. The answer was
handed me, written in pencil on a slip of jjaper, without envelope, and
was, as Avell as I remember, in these words : "Negotiations will not
attain the desired object. " As the officers who were in charge of the
Federal flag of truce had expressed a doubt as to my presence, and
had pronounced the demand a trick, I handed them back the note
saying: " I am General Forrest

;
go back and say to Major Booth that

I demand an answer in plain, unmistakable English. Will he fight or
surrender ?'" Returning to my original posiNon, before the expira-
tion of twenty minutes I received a reply, copy of which is marked
No. 4.*

While these negotiations were pending the steamers from below
were rapidly Approaching the fort. The foremost was the Olive
Branch, whose position and movements indicated her intention to

* See inclosures to Washburn's report, pp. 596, 597.
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laud. A few shots fired into her caused her to leave the shore and
make for the opposite. One other boat passed up on the far side of
the river, the third one turned back.
The time having expired, I directed Brigadier-General Chalmers

to prepare for the assault. Bell's brigade occupied the right, with
his extreme right resting on Coal Creek. McCulloch's brigade oc-
cupied the left, extending from the center to the river. Three com-
panies of his left regiment were placed in an old rifle-pit on the left
and almost in the rear of the fort, which had evidently been thrown
up for the protection of sharpshooters or riflemen in supporting the
water batteries below. On the right a portion of Barteau's regi-
ment, of Bell's brigade, was also under the bluif and in I'ear of the
fort. I dispatched staff officers to Colonels Bell and McCulloch,
commanding brigades, to say to them that I should watch with
interest the conduct of the troops; that Missoiirians, Mississippians,
and Tennesseeans surrounded the works, and I desired to see who
would first scale the fort. Fearing the gun-boats and transports
might attempt a landing, I directed my aide-de-camp, Capt. Charles
W. Anderson, to assume command of the three companies on the
left and rear of the fort and hold the position against anything
that might come by land or water, but to take no part in the
assault on the fort. Everything being ready, the bugle sounded
the charge, which Avas made with a yell, aiid the works carried
without a perceptible halt in any part of the line. As our troops
mounted and poured into the fortification the enemy retreated
toward the river, arms in hand and firing back, and their colors
flying, no doubt expecting the gun-boat to shell us away from
the bluff and protect them until they could be taken off or re-en-
forced. As they descended the bank an enfilading and deadly fire

was poured into them by the troops under Captain Anderson, on the
left, and Barteau's detachment on the right.- Until this fire was
opened upon them, at a distance varying from .30 to 100 yards, they
were evidently ignorant of any force having gained their rear.

The regiment who had stormed and carried the fort also poured a
destructive fire into the rear of the retreating and now panic-stricken
and almost decimated garrison. Fortunately for those of the enemy
who survived this short but desperate struggle, some of our men cut
the halyards, and the United States flag, floating from a tall mast
in the center of the fort, came down. The forces stationed in the
rear of the fort could see the flag, but jvere too far under the bluff

to see the fort, and when the flag descended they ceased firing. But
for this, so near were they to the enemy that few, if any, would have
survived unhurt another volley. As it was, many rushed into the
river and were drowned, and the actual loss of life will perhaps
never be known, as there were quite a number of refugee citizens in

the fort, many of whom Avere drowned and several killed in the re-

treat from the fort. In less than twenty minutes from the time the
bugles sounded the charge firing had ceased and the work was done.

One of the Parrott gvms was turned on the gun-b9&t. She steamed
off without replying. She had, as I afterward understood, ex-

pended all her ammunition, and was therefore powerless in affording

the Federal garrison the aid and protection they doubtless expected
of her when they retreated toward the river. Details were made,
consisting of the captured Federals and negroes, in charge of theii

own officers, to collect together and bury the dead, which work con-,

tinned until dark.
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I also directed Captain Anderson to procure a skiff and take with
him Cajitain Young, a captured Federal officer, and deliver to Cap-
tain Marshall, of the gun-boat, the message, copy of which is ap-

pended and numbered 5.* All the boats and skiffs having been talvcn

off by citizens escaping from the fort during the engagement, the

message could not be delivered, although every effort was made to

induce Captain Marshall to send his boat ashoi'e by j'aising a white
flag,with which Captain Young walked ui:) and dow] i the river in vain

signaling her to come in or send out a boat. She finally moved off

and disappeared around the bend above the fort. General Chalmers
withdrew his forces from the fort before dark and encamped a few
miles east of it.

On the morning of the 13th, I again dispatched Cajitain Anderson
to Fort Pillow for the purpose of placing, if possible, the E'ederal

wounded on board their transports, and report to me on his return
the condition of affairs at the river. I respectfully refer yoii to his

report, numbered G.*

My loss in the engagement was 20 killed and 60 wounded. That of

the enemy unknown. Two hundred and twenty-eight were buried
on the evening of tlie battle, and quite a number were bxiried the
next day by details from the gun-boat fleet.

We captured 6 pieces of artillery, viz.. two 10-pounder Parrott
guns, two 12-pounder howitzers, and two brass C-pounder guns, and
about 350 stand of small-arms. The balance of the small-ai'ms had
been thrown in the river. All the small-arms were picked up where
the enemy fell or threw them down. A few were in the fort, the
balance scattered from the top of the hill to the waiter's edge.

We captured 164 Federals, 76 negro troops, and about 40 negro
women and children, and after removing everything of A^alue as far

as able to do so, the warehouses, tents, &c. , Avere destroyed by fire.

Among our severely wounded is Lieut. Col. Wiley M. Reed, as-

signed temporarily to the command of the Fifth Mississippi Regi-
ment, who fell severely wounded while leading his regiment. When
carried from the field lie was supposed to be mortally wounded, but
hopes are entertained of his idtimate recovery. He is a brave and
gallant officer, a courteous gentleman, and a consistent Christian
minister.

I cannot compliment too highly the conduct of Colonels Bell and
McCuUoch and the officers and men of their brigades, which com-
posed the forces of Brigadier-Gen^-al Chalmers. They fcmght with
courage and intrepidity, and without'liayonets assaulted and carried
one of the strongest fortifications in the country.
On the loth, at Brownsville, I received orders which rendered it

necessary to send General Chalmers, in command of his own division
and Bell's brigade, southward ; hence I have no official report from
him, but will, as soon as it can be obtained, forward a complete list

of our killed and Avounded, which has been ordered made out and
forwarded at the earliest possible moment.
In closing my report I desire to acknoAvledse the prompt and ener-

getic action of Brigadier-General Chalmers, commanding the forces
around Fort Pillow. His faithful execution of all movements
necessary to the successful accomplishment of the object of the ex-
pedition entities him to special mention. He has reason to be proud

*See inclosures to Washburn's report, pp. 597, 598.
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of the conduct of the officers and men of his command for their
gallantry and courage in assaulting and carrying the enemy's work
without the assistance of artillery or bayonets.
To my staff, as heretofore, my acknowledgments are duo for their

prompt and faithful delivery of ail orders.

I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

N. B. FORREST,
Major- General, Commanding.

[Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Jack,
Assistant Acliutant- General.]

[First indorsement.]

August 1, 1864.

Respectfully referred to General Cooper, Adjutant and Inspector
General.
These papers were found among papers of Lieutenant-General

Polk and forwarded by his aide. Lieutenant Gale.
By order of President

:

WM. PRESTON JOHNSTON,
Colonel and Aide-de-Camp.

[Second indorsement.]

August 7, 1804.

Respectfully submitted to the President, who will not be surprised
to see the groundlessness of the misrei:)resentatioiis so industriously
circulated by our unscrupulous enemies respecting the merciless con-
duct of our troops on that occasion.

J. A. SEDDON,
Secretary.

[Third indorsement.]

August 10, 1864.

Secretary of War :

It would be well to have the report and accompanying papers pub-
lished in refutation of the slanders which have been promulgated by
the GoA^ernment of the enemy in relation to the conduct of our gal-

lant and humane soldiers. Instead of cruelty. General Forrest, it

appears, exhibited forbearance and clemen»y far exceeding the usage
of war under like circumstances.

JEFF'N DAVIS.

ADDENDA.

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry,
Tupelo, Miss., May 10, 1864.

Maj. Gen. S. D. Lee,
Demopolis, Ala.

:

General : So much has been said by the Northern press m regard
to the engagement at Fort Pillow that, at the suggestion of Colonel
Brent and others, I have sent Judge Scruggs down for the purpose
of conversing with, and procuring the statements of, Captain Young
and other Federal officers in regard to the matter. They are sur-

vivors of the so-called massacre, and Captain Young, who received
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and delivered the correspondence relative to the demand for surren-

der, was also with my aide-de-camp, Captain Anderson, with flag of

truce on the day succeeding the capture in delivering the wounded
on board tlie tJ. S. vessels. I respectfully suggest, therefore, that

you furnish Judge Scruggs with such papers as will enable him to

make the examination desired, as it may prove important ; and in-

asmuch as the investigating committee appointed by the Federal

President have reported, a communication to Confederate author-

ity may be made on the subject, and it is due to my command to

place at the command of the War Department all the facts in the
premises.

I am, general, very respectfully &c., your obedient servant,

N. B. FORREST,
Major-General.

Headquarters Forrest's Cavalry,
Tupelo, June 24, 1864.

Maj. Gen. S. D. Lee,
Commanding Department, Meridian :

General : I have the honor herewith to inclose you copy of let-

ter addressed to Major-General Washburn ; also his letter addressed
to you or the commanding officer Confederate forces near Tupelo. *

I have not in anywise compromised joxi, and leave the answer to

General Washburn to yourself, provided you deem it necessary or
advisable to communicate with him further. I deemed it due my-
self and command to say what I have said to him, but did not think
it proper to make any communication over your signature.

I also have the honor to inclose you statements of Captain Young,
who was captured at Fort Pillow, and you can make such use of

them as you may deem necessary, f As my official reports are in
the hands of the Department at Richmond I did not, nor do I, con-
sider that I have any defense to make, or attempt any refutations of

the charges made by General Washburn. The character and tenor
of his letter is also so outrageously insulting that but for its impor-
tance to my men—not myself—I should not have replied to it at all.

I shall forward you to-morrow a statement of the capture of Fort
Pillow, by giving you a copyj of communication asked for unoffi-

cially bj'- Colonel Brent, assistant aidji^tant-general, and made by my
aide-de-camp, Capt. C. W. Anderson.

I have taken pains, also, in my official report made to Lieutenant-
General PoUc, to place all the facts in the possession of the Govern-
ment in order that they might meet any demands made by Federal
authority'.

Should you, however, think proper to place in the hands of Gen-
eral Washburn the papers sent you upon this subject, you are, of
course, at liberty to use them. As for myself, entirely conscious of
right, I have no explanations, a]Dologies, or disaMrowals to make to Gen-
eral Washburn, nor to any one else but my Government, through
mj^ sujDerior officers.

I am, general, very respectfully, your most obedient servant,
N. B. FORREST,

Major- General.

* See pp. 586, 587. f Sea pp. 594, 595. t S«e p. 395.
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Demopolis, April 24, 1864.

Major-Geiieral FoRREST,
Via Tupelo:

Your bi'illiant campaign in West Tennessee has given me great
satisfaction, and entitles you to the thanks of your countrymen.
Appropriate orders in writing will be transmitted joii immediately.
A movement of the enemy ujj the Yazoo has made it necessary that
a division of your troops should move to meet it. I have ordered
the brigade with General Chalmers and another from Okolona to

move promptly so as to unite and give to General Adams the sup-
port he needs. I have also ordered Morton's battery to join them.

L. POLK,
Lieutenant-General.

JOINT RESOLUTION of thanks to Maj. Gen. N. B. Forrest and tlie officers and
men of his command, for their campaign in Mississippi, "West Tennessee, and Ken-
tucky.

Besolred by the Congress of the Confederate States of A'nierica.

That the thanks of Congress are eminently due, and are hereby cor-

dially tendered, to Maj.'Gen. N". B. Forrest, and the oSScers and inen

of his command, for their late brilliant and siiccessful campaign
in ilississippi, West Tennessee, and Kentucky—a campaign whicli

has conferred upon its authors fame as enduring as the records of the

struggle which they have so brilliantly illustrated.

Approved. May 33, 1864.

No. 37.

Report of Capt. John Goodwin, Provost-Marshal-General.

Okolona, Miss.,
April 21, 1864.

I accompany Taerewith list of prisoners captured by Major-General
Forrest at Fort Pillow, as also one containing the names and owners
and i-esidences of the negroes captured at same i^lace. Also is em-
braced a list of prisoners brought down from Jackson, Tenn., and
no si^eciiic charges accompanying them ; they will doubtless be sent

in due time. F. P. Thomas is mentioned as a very bad mnn, he
being among the number.

Also four stand of colors captured at Fort Pillow and one at an-

other point. General Forrest wishes particular mention made of the

large flag captured by Colonel Bell's brigade at Fo^ft Pillow.

Yours, very respectfully,

JNO. GOODWIN,
Proiiost-Marshal-General, General Forrest's Cav. Dept.

Lieutenant-ColoiTel Jack,
Assistant Adjutant-General, Demopolis, Ala.
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[Inclosure.]

List* of piisoners captured by Major-General Forrest at Fort
Pillo\Y, Tenu,, April 12, 1864, and other points, flags, &c.

Listf of prisoners captured at different times in West Tennessee
by Major-General Forrest, and also embracing deserters, dangerous
characters. &c.

List of flags, and by whom captured : One large flag captured
12th April, 1864, by Col. T. H. Bell's brigade ; 3 flags captured at

Fort Pillow; 1 guidon captured by Colonel Neely's brigade near
Bolivar, Tenn.

No. 28.

Report of Brig. Gen. James E. Chalmers, C. S. Army, commanding
First Division Cavalry, of the capture of Fort Pilloiv.

Hdqrs. First Division, Forrest's Cav. Department,
Verona, May 7, 1864.

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
actions of the troops under my command in the recent capture of
Fort Pillow, Tenn. :

In obedience to orders from Major-General Forrest, I directed Col.
J. J. Neely, commanding First Brigade of this division, to move his
(•ommand, on the morning of the 10th April, from Whiteville south-
ward in the direction of Memphis, instructing him to produce the
impression that he was the advance of General Forrest's command,
aud that our whole force was in his rear, and to make preparations
for constructing jjontoon bridges across Wolf River at Raleigh and
one or two other points, and to make such demonstrations as would
induce the enemy to believe that our whole force was about to attack
Memphis. At the same time I ordered Col. John McGuirk, Third
Regiment Mississippi State Cavalry, to move with his own regiment
and the First Mississipiai Partisans, under Major Park, northward
from the Tallahatchie River toward Memphis, and to report that
Major-Geueral Lee was advancing from the south of that place. It

gives me ])leasure to report that both of these officers executed these
orders with promi^tness and success. "

I then assumed command of a division composed of McCuUoch's
brigade of my division and Col. T. H. Bell's brigade of Buford's
division.

On the morning of the 11th instant, I moved this division from
Sharon's Ferry, on Forked Deer, in the direction of Brownsville, and
on the same morning moved Lieutenant-Colonel Chalmers' battalion
through Brownsville on the Memphis road, and thence by a circuit-
ous route back again to the Fort Pillow road. ^ moved from Browns-
ville in person, at 3.30 p. m., on the 11th and reached Fort Pillow, a
distance of 40 miles, at daylight next morning. Colonel McCulloch,
commanding advance, surprised the enemy's pickets and captured 4
of them. Mj grders from General Forrest were to invest the place,
and I proceeded to do so as follows : McCtiUoch's brigade moved

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 6 officers and 154 enlisted men.
f Nominal list (omitted) shows 39 persons.
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down the Fulton road to Gaines' farm ; thence north to the fort on
a road running parallel with the Mississippi River ; Wilson's regi-
ment, of Bell's brigade, moved on the direct road from Brownsville
to Fort Pillow, and Colonel Bell with Barteau's and Russell's regi-
ments moved down Coal Creek to attack the fort in the rear.
The works at Fort Pillow consisted of a strong line of fortifica-

tions, originally constructed by Brigadier-General Pillow, of the C.
S. Army, stretching from Coal Creek bottom, on the left, to the Mis-
sissippi River on the right, in length about 2 miles and at an average
distance of about 600 yards from the river. Inside of this outer
line and about 600 yards from it stood an interior Avork on the crest
of_ a commanding hill, originally commenced by Brigadier-General
Villepigue, C. S. Army, which covered about 2 acres of ground.
About 300 yards in rear of this, above the junction of Coal Creek
and the Mississippi River, stood the last fortification, which was a
strong dirt fort in semicircular form, with a ditch in front of it

12 feet wide and 8 feet deep.
The enemy did not attempt to hold the outer line, but trained

their artillery so as to play upon the only roads leading through it.

The fight was opened at daylight by McCulloch. He moved cau-
tiously through the ravines and short hills which encompassed the
place, protecting the men as much as possible from the enemy's ar-
tillery, five ]>ieces of which from the fort, aided by two gun-boats
on the river, played furiously upon him. Moving in this manner he
siicceeded about 11 o'clock in taking the Avork, which I have spoken
of as having been commenced by General Villepigue, and the flag
of the Eighteenth Mississippi Battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Chal-
mers commanding, which had been the first regiment to enter the
fort, was quickly flying above it.

While Colonel McCulloch had been moving up on the left. Col-
onel Bell moved up on the right and rear, and Colonel Wilson moved
u]) on the center, taking advantage of the ground as much as possi-

ble to shelter their men. Affairs were in this condition, with the
main fort completely invested, when Major-General Forrest arrived
Avith Colonel Wisdom's regiment of Buford's division. After care-
fully examining the position he ordered a general charge to be made.
The troops responded with alacrity and enthusiasm, and in a short
time took possession of all the rifle-pits around the fort, and closed
up on all sides within 25 or 30 yards of the outer ditch. Here a con-
siderable delay occurred from the ammunition being exhausted. A
supply, hoAvever, was obtained as quickly as possible from the ord-
nance train and everything was made ready for another advance.
To proA'-ent the unnecessary effusion of blood Major-General Forrest
noAv demanded, under flag of truce, the surrender of the place, Avhich
after a parley of about thirty minutes Avas refused. Tlie bugle then
sounded the charge, a general rush Avas made along the whole line,

and in five minutes the ditch was crossed, the parapet scaled, and
ou}" troops were in possession of the fort.

The enemy made no attempt to surrender, n^ AA-hite flag Avas

elevated, nor Avas the U. S. flag lowered until pulled doAvn by our
men. Many of them Avere killed Avhile fighting, and many more in
the attempt to escape. The strength of the enemy's force cannot be
correctly ascei'tainefl, though it Avas probably aboxit 050 or 700. Of
these, 69 wounded were delivered to the enemy's gun-boats next day,
after having been paroled. One hundred and sixty-four Avhite men
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and 40 negroes were taken prisoners, making an aggregate of 273

prisoners. It is probable as many as half a dozen may have escaped.

The remainder of the garrison were killed.

I cannot speak too highly of the conduct of the troops under my
command. Colonels McCuUoch and Bell deserve especial mention
for the gallantry with which they led their respective brigades, and
the troops emulated the conduct of their leaders. Lieutenant-Colo-
nel Reed, temporarily commanding the Fifth Mississippi Cavalry,
was pre-eminently daring, and fell mortally wounded while stand-

ing on the rifle-pits and encouraging his men to the charge, and
Lieutenant Burton was killed at his side. Lieutenant Ryan, of
Willis' Texas Battalion, who had won for himself the character of

being the best soldier in his regiment, was killed by a shell, and
Captain Sullivan, commanding the same battalion, was mortally
wounded while most gallantly leading his command. Lieutenant
Hiibbard, of the Eighteenth Mississippi Battalion, a young but
promising officer, was also mortally wounded and has since died.

I cannot conclude this report without mentioning in an especial
manner the gallant conduct of Capt. C. T. Smith, commanding my
escort company, who led the charge as we moved from the first to
the second fort, or without paying a tribute to Private Samuel Allen,
of my escort, who was killed in the charge.

I have already furnished a detailed report of the killed and
wounded of my command, amounting to 14 killed and 86 Avounded.
A report of captured property has been called for from the two bri-

gades, and will be forwarded as soon as received.

I herewith submit reports of subordinate commanders. *

I have the honor to be, major, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

JAS. R. CHALMERS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Maj. J. P. Strange,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

ADDENDA.

Hdqks. First Div., Forrest's Cav. Dept.,
Oxford, Miss., April 20, 1864.

Soldiers : I congratulate you upon your success in the brilliant
campaign recently conducted in West Tennessee under the guidance
of Major-General Forrest, whose' stftr never shone brighter, and
whose restless activity, untiring energy, and courage baffled the cal-
culations and paralyzed the arms of our enemies.
In a brief space of time we have killed 4,000 of the enemy, capt-

ured over 1,200 prisoners, 800 horses, 5 pieces of artillery, thousands
of small-arms, and many stand of colors, destroyed millions of dol-
lars' worth of property, and relieved the patriots of West Tennessee
from the hourly dread in which they have been accustomed to live.

West Tennessee is redeemed, and our friendij ^^^ have heretofore
been compelled to speak with bated breath now boldly proclaim their
sentiments.

It is with pride and pleasure that I review the part taken by the
soldiers of this division in this decisive campaign.
Colonel Duckworth, of the Seventh Tennessee, by a successful

ruse at Union City made the enemy believe that Major-General For-

*Rei)orts not found.
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rest was present, and compelled the surrender of the place by Haw-
kins and his regiment of renegade Tennesseeans, with all their arms,
horses, and equipments.
Colonel Neely, of the Thirteenth Tennessee, met the traitor Hurst

at Bolivar, and after a short conflict, in which we killed and captiired

75 prisoners of the enemy, drove Hurst hatless into Memphis, leav-

ing in our hands all his wagons, ambulances, papers, and his mis-
tresses, both black and white.
The once arrogant Grierson, who has never recovered his equa-

nimity since his flight from Okolona, ventured out with two brigades
to look after us, when Lieutenant-Colonel Crews, with his dashing
battalion, defeated his advance guard, and sent him hurriedly back
to Memphis, where he remained trembling behind his fortifications

and frightened at every mention of the name of Forrest.
Colonel Neely on the north and Colonel McGuirk on the south, by

well-executed demonstrations, alarmed the enemy for the safety of

Memphis, while the lion-hearted McCuUoch, with his "fighting bri-

gade ' of Missourians, Texans, and Mississippians, nobly assisted by
Colonel Bell, with his gallant brigade of Tennesseeans, from Buford's
division, temiDorarily attached to my command, stormed the works
at Fort PilloAv, in the face of the incessant fire from two gun-boats
and five pieces of artillery from the fort, and taught the mongrel
garrison of blacks and renegades a lesson long to be remembered.
While we rejoice over our victories, let us not forget the few gal-

lant spirits who yielded up their lives to their country, and fell as

brave men love to fall, " with their backs to the field and their feet

to the foe."

JAMES R. CHALMEES,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

MARCH 18, 1864.—Scout from Island No. 10, Tenn., to New Madrid, Mo.

Report of Capt. Robert M. Ekings, Thirty-fourth Netv Jersey

Infantry.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Island iO,-(renn., March 24, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that in obedience to orders from
district headquarters, bearing date March 11, 1864, on the evening

of the 18th instant I embarked on the steamer John Rowe, and cross-

ing the river landed on the Tennessee shore, opposite the island, 60

colored troops, under the command of Capt. J. B. Rogers, Company
C, Seventh Louisiana Infantry, of African descent, with orders to

scour the country between Island 10 and Tipfonville. With the

remainder of my force, 40 men of Company C, Thirty-fourth New
New Jersey Infantry, I proceeded to New Madrid, Mo., where I was
re-enforced by 30 infantry of the Second Missouri Heavy Artillery,

and 20 men of the First Missouri Cavalry ordered to join me, at my
request, by Major Rabb, commanding that post.

I disembarked at Riley's Landing, 7 miles below Tiptonville, and

commenced a northward march, carefully examining the country as

I advanced. I could discover no guerrillas, with one exception. A
certain Obadiah Green, a brother-in-law of the guerrilla leader Brad-
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ford, Avas captured by us at Bradford's house. We reached the island
about sunset on the 19th instant. From the best information I could
obtain I should be inclined to the opinion that the guerrillas under
Parks and Bradford had left Madrid Bend about a week previous
to the scout under my command.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. M. EKINGS,

Vapi. Co. C, 3-iih New Jersey Infantry, Comrtianding Post.

Capt. J. H. Odlin,
Assistant Adjutant- General.

MARCH 19, 1864.—Skirmish on the Cumberland River, Ky.

Report of Brig. Gen. Edward H. Hobson, U. S. Army, commanding
District of Southern Central Kentucky.

Hdqrs. Dist. Southern Central Kentucky,
Cave City, Ky., March 23, 1864.

Sir : I. have the honor to report that on Saturday, 19th, a detach-
ment Thirteenth Kentucky Cavalry, under Major Rigney, had
a slight engagement with Hamilton on the Cumberland River, in
which we lost none and captured Hamilton with 11 of his men, killed

3, and wounded 2 ; no loss on our side.

I forward under charge of Capt. H. D. Baker all the prisoners
mentioned.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

E. H. HOBSON.
Capt. A. C. Semple,

Assistant Adjutant-General.

MARCH 21, 1864.—Skirmish at Reynoldsbufg, Tenn.

Report of Col. Isaac R. Haivkins, Seventh Tennessee Cavcdry.

Union City, Tenn.,
March 22, 1864.

General : A detachment of 10 men belonging to Major Hardy's
command, stationed at Reynoldsburg, Tenn., lias just arrived, who
state that on the 20th they left the major there with 50 men ; that
at 11 a. m. the 21st a detachment of 20 men were attacked by from
100 to 150 Confederates, and are probably all captured. That about
100 men of the battalion are somewhere soutt of Huntingdon ; that
there are only about 100 men in cauip and a large amount of i^iiblic
stores there. I am apprehensive for the fate of the major. The
fight occur: ed 65 miles from this place.

ISAAC R. HAWKINS,
Colonel, Coinmanding.

Brig. Gen. M. Brayman,
Coinmanding District of Cairo.
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MARCH 21, 1864.—Skirmish near Moulton, Ala.

REPORTS*
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army, commanding Left Wing, Six-

teenth Army Corps.

No. 2.—Col. William A. Johnson, Fourth Alabama Cavalry, commandipg Cavalry,
District of North Alabama.

No. 3.—Col. James Jackson, Twenty-seventh Alabama Infantry.

No. 1.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army, commanding;
Left Wing, Sixteenth Arm/ij Corps.

Athens, Ala.,
March 21, 1864.

Colonel Phillips has just got in. Struck the enemy 3 miles soutn.
of Moulton, two regiments of infantry and 1,000 cavalry ; after a
sharp fight fell back ; rebels followed for 14 miles. We lost 4 killea
and 10 wounded. We killed and wounded a number of the enemy,
and brought in a number of prisoners, among them a captain of
artillery belonging to Forrest. Colonel Phillips says part of For-
rest's command is between Tuscumbia and Eastport, and some report
he intends an attack on Decatur ; some that he intends crossing the
river. A scout in from Gadsden says a General Clanton is near
there with two brigades of cavalry and fifteen pieces of artillery;
that Roddey has been ordered into North Alabama. Also scout in
from Columbus says Lee, Forrest, and Jackson are all ordered up
toward Tennessee River, but only know of Forrest passing up.

G. M. DODGE,
Brigadier- General.

Maj. R. M. Sawyer,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

Athens,
March 31, 1864.

Phillips struck enemy 3 miles south »f Moulton, two regiments
infantry, three regiments cavalry. Reports Forrest in Tuscumbia
Valley. Captured some of his officers. Scout from Gadsden reports
Brigadier-General Clanton near there with two brigades, fifteen pieces
of artillery ; also that Roddey was ordered to North Alalaama. Scout
from Columbus reports Forrest, Lee, and Jackson ordered up to
Tennessee River. Knows only of Forrest going ; hard to tell what
Forrest intends ; looks as though he means to cross between East-
'port and Tuscumbia, or he may only threaten this way while he
IJushes toward Paducah. No doubt about his being on the river.

G. M. DODGE,
Brigadier-General.

Major-General Logan,
HuntsviUe.

* See also General Thomas' report, p. 16.
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No. 3.

Report of Col. William A. Johnson, Fourth Alabama Cavalry,
commandinrj Cavalry, District of North Alabama.

Camp .;ear Moulton, Ala.,
Ilarch 24, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that I have just received a dis-

patch from General Forrest placing me temporarily in command of

the cavalry in this district. I have now under mc about 400
mounted men for duty. A brigade of the enemy (infantry) and two
regiments of cavalry are at Decatur. The infantry are fortifying
and the cavalry are scouring the country. They have a pontoon
hridge across the river at Decatur, and General Dodge's division is

in the vicinity.

I met one of his mounted regiments, 500 strong, on the 31st in-

stant near this place with 200 men, routing him completely and
cliasing him 10 miles, killing 10 and wounding about 40, and captur-
ing 8.

The Twenty-seventh and Thirty-fifth Alabama Regiments (infan-

try) of your command, under Colonels Jackson and Ives, are in this

vicinity, having come up for the purpose of recruiting, but have
determined to fall back to Smithville. Miss., on account of the
proximity of the enemy. If they were retained here they could be
mounted temporarily and serve a twofold purpose, viz, that of
recruiting and operating against the enemy. I most respectfully
request that they be ordered to remain in this district.

I am, sir, most respectfully, your obedient servr.nt.

WM. A. JOHNSON,
Colonel, Comdg. Cavalry, District of North Alabama.

Captain Buck,
Assistant Adjwtant-Genera I.

No. 3.

Report of Col. James Jackson, Tj.ve.y,ty-seventh Alabama Infantry.

Hdqrs. Twenty-Seventh Alabama Regiment.
Eussellville, Ala., March 28, 1804.

Sir : I have the honor to inform you that in compliance with Special
Orders, No. 62, I started to North Alabama with my command.
Seventy miles above Tuscaloosa I received an official dispatch from
Colonel Moreland that 6,000 Federals had crossed at Decatur ; 3,000-

more were crossing at Florence. I fell back 10 miles to where for-

age could be procured, and sent officers forward to ascertain the
enemy's intentions. They reported only 700 cavalry outside of De-
catur. I then moved the command up to Mount Hope, 32 miles west,

of Decatur, to procure supplies. Ascertaining the enemy's force to

be about 2,500 infantry and 700 cavalry, and our cavalry having left

the valley, I determined to fall back to Smithvillo for safety. At
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Bear Creek I received an order from General Forrest to get all the
cavalry and, with the regiments of infantry under my command,
drive the enemy from the valley.

On the 21st, met the enemy near Moulton, about 200 strong, and
drove them into Decatur, killing 7 or 8, wounding several, and capt-

uring 3.

Our loss. 1 killed, 1 badly and several slightly wounded."
Our cavalry, under Colonel Johnson, about 300 strong, were

engaged. The infantry were not able to get iip. Being satisfied we
could accomplish nothing more I fell back to this place, and am
now giving the men short furloughs to visit their homes and think
tliey Avill bring in several men on their return. There are a largo

number of men in the country, and should the enemy recross the

river I am satisfied I will be able to fill up the regiment very rapidly.

Verv respectfuUv,
JAMES JACKSON,

Colonel Twenty-seventh Alabama Regiment.

Col. T. M. Jack.
Assistant Adjutant- General.

MARCH 22, 1864.—Skirmish at Langley's Plantation, Issaquena County, Kiss.

Report of Maj. William S. Aken, Fifty-first U. S. Colored Infantry.

Camp Fifty-first Regt. U. S. Infantry (Colored),
Goodrich's Landing, La., March 26, 1864.

Lieutenant .- I have the honor to submit the following report (>!'

an expedition sent out under my command from this point on the

22d instant

:

I embarked with three companies of the Fifty-first U. S. Infantry

(colored), and one company of the Sixty-sixth U. S. Infantry (colored),

at aboiit 4 p. m. on that day, on board a tug lying at this place, with
instructions from Colonel Frohock to attempt the capture of a partv

of guerrillas said to be raiding the plantations on the Mississippi

side of the river, o miles below this point. Immediately upon de-

barking I marched into the country baek of the river 2i miles to

Dr. Langley's plantation, where I expected to find the enemy, arriv-

ing there about 6 p. m.
While on the march, about dusk, I discovered a force coming

toward me on the road, and I immediately threw mj men in ambush
behind a house and back of the levee, and awaited their approach.

The enemy had a few men in advance, with the main force in the

rear, driving between 40 and 50 mules and a wagon loaded with pro-

visions and stores, just captured from a plantationdeased by Slater

and Perkins. As they came in front my men firea and killed the

man in advance, who appeared to be an officer, and also a negro

<;-uide, and wounded 4 or 5 others. The remainder wheeled and
broke in confusion, retreating into the vfoods.

OM'ing to the hastiiless of one of my men in firing before (n'dered,

the suri^rise was not as complete as could have been v/ished. I

captured all the mules and prov.'.-ions, which I returned tcr the
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owners, took 4 horses belonging to the enemy, 1 Sharps carhine, and
2 Colt revolvers. Three shotguns were also captured, but were so

ijijured as to be wortliless.

After tlu^ affray I deployed one company as skirmishers and
started in pursuit, for a mile or more, when, darkness coming on, I

encamped for the night.

At daybreak in the morning I started on my return, and, march-
ing 8 miles to a point opposite Goodrich's Landing, returned to camp
about 9 a. m. on tlie 24th instant. The captured horses I was
obliged to leave on the other side of the river for the want of trans-

portation across.

WILLIAM S. AKEN,
Major Fifty-first U. S. Infantry (colored).

Lieut. E. P. Reichhelm,
Adjutant Fifty-first U. S. Infantry {colored).

MARCH 22, 1864.—Afl&ir at Fancy Farms, Ky.

Report of Col. William H. Laivrence, Thirty-fourth New Jersey
Infantry.

Headquarters op the Post,
Colvmhits, Ky., 3Ia.rch 22, 1864.

Julian Sanderson, mail carrier between Columbus and Mayiield;
reports that the postmaster at Fancy Farms, ] miles south of May-
field, was shot this morning ; also the Catholic chapel at that place
destroyed : that Willet & Boswell's store was entered, taking all

their goods. They number about 50 men, and have taken off some 4
or 5 citizens as prisoners.

I am, sir. very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,

Colonel Thirty-fourth Neiv Jersey Vols., Comdg. Post.

Capt. J. H. Odlin, a. A. G., Cairo, III.

MARCH 27, 1864.—Affair at Louisville, Tenn.

Report of Lieut. Col. Robert O. Selfridge, Assistant Inspector-Gen-
eral.

Loudon, March 28, 1804.

Brigadier-General Wagner reports that 15 to 20 mounted rebels
dashed into Louisville yesterday, captured a'^nion citizen, and left

^n the directioii of the town of Maryville.
R. O. SELFRIDGE,

Lieutenant-Colonel, Assistant Inspector-General.

Major-General Schofield.
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MARCH 28, 1864.—Affair at New Hope, Ky.

Bexiort of Brig. Gen. .Edward H. Hobson, IJ. S. Army, commcmdiruj
District of Southern Central Kentucky.

Cave City, Ky., March 38, 1804.

Sir : Eiglity rebels burned the passenger train at N,ew Hope this
morning. Guards had better be sent on trains coming down for fear
they will try to cross Louisville and Nashville Railroad, and may
get another train.

E. H. HOBSON,
Brigadier-General.

Captain Semple, A. A. G., Louisville, Ky.

MARCH 28, 1864.—Riot at Charleston, Coles County, 111.

OaEPORTS.*

No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Samuel P. Heintzelman, U. S. Army, commanding Northern

Department.

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Julius White, U. S. Army.
No. 3.—Lieut. Col. James Oakes, Fourth U. S. Cavalry, Acting Assistant Provost-

Marshal-General of Illinois.

No. 4.—Maj. Addison A. Hosmer, Acting Judge-Advocate-General U. S. Army.

No. 1.

Report of Maj. Gen. Samuel P. Heintzelman, U. S. Army, com-
manding Northern Department.

Headquarters Northern Department,
Columbus, Ohio, March 29, 1804.

(Received 2 a. ni., 30th.)

Sir : There has been a serious disturbance at Charleston, Coles
County, 111. ; or 6 men killed, and about 20 wounded. A veteran
regiment is there, and I have made arrangements to re-enforce them
should the disturbance be renewed. I leave to-night for Johnson's
Island.

S. P. HEINTZELMAN,
Major-General.

General Halleck,
Chief of Staff, Washington.

No. 2.

Report of Brig. Gen. Julius White, U. S. Army.

Springfield, III., March 29, 1804.

Six persons were -killed and about 20 wounded in the affray at

Charleston. Lieutenant-Colonel Oakes, assistant provost-marshal-
general from this State, sent an officer there last night, who reports

*See also Potter to Heintzelman, March 80, Part III, pyi- 197, 198.
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no further disturbance. The strength of the Fifty-fourth [Illinois]

is not known here, as it has lately been recruited, but it is not less

than 500. There is no further information from Moultrie County.

I think now that the Fifty-fourth will be able to maintain peace.

J. WHITE,
Brigadier-Ge neral.

Major-General Heintzelman.

No. 3.

Reports of Lieut. Col. James OaTces, Fourth U. S. Cavalry, Acting
Assistant Provost-Marshal-General of Illinois.

Springfield, III., March 29, 1864.

There has been a serious disturbance at Charleston, 111. Captain
Montgomery, an experienced officer whom I sent to that place last

night, reports as follows :

Mattoon, March 39, 1864.

Lieut. Col. James Oakes,
Supei-intendent Volunteer Recruiting Service

:

The disturbance at Charleston was quite serious ; 6 killed and 20 wounded. It is

now quiet. I do not think you need come. I go to Charleston this morning. Will
report further from there.

D. L. MONTGOMERY,
Seventeenth Infantry, Mustering and Disbursing Officer.

I will keep you fully informed in case of iirst outbreak.
JAS. OAKES.

Lieut. Col. and Actg. Asst. Provost-Marslial-General of 111.

Mafor-General Heintzelman,
* Commanding.

Office of Assistant Provost-Marshal-Gbneral,
Springfield, 111., April 18, 1804.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that information of the dis-

turbances in Charleston, Coles County, 111., on the 28th of March
last, reached me on the afternoon of the same day.
C Dtain Montgomery, U. S. Army, being about to proceed to

Mattoon on mustering duty, I directed him to repair to the scene of
tlie outbreak, ascertain the posture el affairs, and telegraph me if

my presence was deemed necessary.
About 8.30 p. m. the next day I received a dispatch from Captain

Montgomery requesting me to come down without delay, and left

by the next train for Mattoon, where I arrived on the morning of

the 30th. Finding the town in a state of great excitement from
rumors, apparently entitled to credit, that the insurgents meditated
an attack in force to rescue the prisoners which had been sent up
from Charleston, I deemed it prudent to order forward the Forty-
first Regiment, Colonel Pugh commanding, ffom Springfield.

Taking a freight train I then proceeded to Charleston. Colonel
Mitchell, of the Fifty-fourth Infantry, was absent with a mounted
detachment of^his regiment in search of the insurgents, who had left

the town and were reported to be collecting in large bodies in various
directions in the surrounding country.
In the afternoon (30th) I received a dispatch from Colonel True,

Sixty-second Illinois, on recruiting duty at Mattoon and command-
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iiig post, representing in urgent terms the need of more troops at
that point. I tlierefore asked for 500 men from Indianapolis, and
returned by next train to Mattoon, finding the place in a state of the
most intense excitement, over a hundred citizens being organized and
under arm%, the prisoners lodged in a secure place' and strongly
guarded, pickets posted, and every preparation made to defend the
place, an attack upon which was confidently anticipated. .

The Forty-first Illinois, Colonel Pugh, and Forty-sevfenth Indiana,
Colonel Slack, arrived about midnight, and both regiments, under
the command of Colonel True, proceeded to points some 12 miles
west and southwest of Mattoon in search of the rebels, who were
lielieved to be there collected in considerable force. Finding that
the insurgents, .small parties of whom had been assembled at the
designated places, had dispersed upon the advance of the troops and
made good their escape, the command returned to Mattoon, arriving
on the morning of the .31st, when the Forty-seventh Indiana was
permitted to proceed on their way to Cairo en route for the field.

Leaving the Forty-first at Mattoon, I again repaired to Charleston,
where I found the excitement subsided and confidence partially re-

.^itored. the jseople feeling secure in the protection of the troops, con-
sisting of the Fifty-fourth Illinois, and Company E, Twenty-third
Veteran Reserve Corps, which had been stopped by Captain Mont-
gomery on the 29th while on its way from Paris, 111. After mak-
ing such arrangements for the protection of the place and the main-
tenance of order as circumstances seemed to require, I returned to
Mattoon and thence to Springfield, arriving on the morning of the
2(1 instant.

On the 8th instant, I again visited both Charleston and Mattoon,
and found those places and the surrounding country quiet and con-
fidence generally restored. The Forty-first was furloughed on the
ntli instant, and the Fifty-fourth left for the field on the 12th. leav-

ing one company of the Veteran Reserve Corps at Charleston and
another at Paris, which I deem ample for the present.

A large number of prisoners were taken by the military and citi-

zens, most of whom were released for lack of evidence. The proof
against 29 was, however, deemed sufficient to warrant their being
held for further examination, and I ordered them to be forwarded,
under guard, to Camp Yates, near this city, until the necessary testi-

mony could be obtained and examined, to enable me to determine
what further disposition should be made of them. After careful

examination of the evidence received, consisting of affidavits, re-

ports, letters, &c., and which is very voluminous, I have discharged
13 of the 29, and 1 has since died, leaving 15 yet to be disposed
of. I have forwarded all the testimony, together with an elaborate

report, to Maj. Gen. S. P. Heintzelman, commanding Northern De-
partment, Avith request that the prisoners might be tried by military

law, if consistent and expedient, and requesting early instructions

or suggestions for my further action in the premises.

It is much to be regretted that the ruling spirits^nd chief actors

in this treasonable insurrection have not as yet been captured.

O'Hair, the sheriff of Coles County and the ringleader of the insur-

gents, is not to be found ; and others who were prominent in the
murderous assault have made their escape.

It is impossible to doubt that this outbreak was premeditated and
preconcerted, and that its immediate purpose was the murder of the
soldiers, to be followed by such other movements as circumstances
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might warrant, and it is this fact that gives special significance to

the whole aifair. The occasion was favorable. The circuit court of

Coles County, Judge Constable presiding, was to open on Monday, the
28th of March, and Mr. Eden, member of Congress from that dis-

trict, was to make a speech. It was known that the ^^ifty-fourth
Regiment was about to return to the field, and that a number of sol-

diers belonging to that regiment would take the cars on that day at

Charleston for the rendezvous at Mattoon. There was thus an excel-

lent pretext for a large gathering without exciting siispicion, while
the number of soldiers would be comparatively small and in no con-
dition for defense.

On the appointed day the court convened. Sheriff O'Hair was
present attending to his official duties ; the court-house square was
thronged Avith people, including notorious secessionists from the
adjoining county of Edgar, whose sheriff is brother to the sheriff of

Coles County. Mingling with the crowd, and unarmed with one or

two exceptions, were some 12 or 15 soldiers of the Fifty-fourth, who
were residents of Charleston and vicinity, quietly conversing with
their acquaintances while waiting for the train for Mattoon. Pres-
ently, without cause of provocation, a desperado named Wells fix'ed

upon and mortally wounded a soldier. Sheriff' O'Hair instantly
rushed from the court-room, marshaled the insurgents, put himself
at their head, and directed all their subsequent movements. Every
man of the assailants was found to be armed. Pistols were drawn
and fired in all directions. When these had been discharged they
rushed to wagons near by and brought forth guns and ammunition,
which had been lain concealed beneath the straw, &c. In one min-
ute, as Colonel Mitchell reports, 100 shots were fired and nearly
every soldier was either killed or wounded, although scattered about
over the whole square ; every blue coat or brass button, without
distinction, became a target for the assassins.

I think all this admits of but one solution, a deliberate plot on
the part of the leaders to murder the soldiers of the United States.

This view is confirmed by several witnesses, who swear that the pur-
pose of " cleaning out" the soldiers and Union men on that day had
been avowed by the ringleaders several days before, and prepara-
tions had been extensively made to execute the threat ; and I am
satisfied that but for the timely action of Colonel Mitchell in order-
ing up his regiment from Mattoon, and the prompt measures subse-
quently taken to check the progress of the insurgents and thwart
their designs, it would have proved The beginning of an extensive
and dangerous emeute in that part of the State.

I have direct personal knowledge that some at least of the gang
were members of a treasonable secret society, kindred in its character
and objects with that known as the " K. G. C," or Knights of the
Golden Circle, and I have little doubt that the outbreak was planned
and executed in great part by and through that organization. There
is also reason to apprehend that through the same agency an ex-
tensive and formidable conspiracy is being foj;med against the Gov-
ernment, and that it is only awaiting a fitting opportunity for
development. It is therefore not so much on account of the intrin-
sic importance of these disturbances, desperate and bloody as they
were, as from a sense of their revelation of and bearing upon future
and more daring machinations against the Government, that I am
desirous that these prisoners and the leaders, should they hereafter be
taken, may be tried and (if found guilty) punished by the military
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authorities. I fear it would be useless to turn them over for trial

hy the civil tribunals, whether State or Federal, to whose jurisdic-
tion they would belong. Prompt and .rigorous dealing by military
law could not fail to be of salutary and lasting eifect. It is scarcely
necessary to observe that many of the insurgents were without
doubt merely the dupes of others and were inveigled into the scheme
without apprehending or approving the real purpose of the chief
conspirators. It is proper to add that the opinion 'of the origin,
character,- and purpose of the insurrection, herein expressed, is con-
curred in by every loyal man of the counties concerned with whom
I have conversed.
Herewith I have the honor to transmit the report of Col. G. M.

Mitchell, Fifty-fourth Illinois Infantry.
I am, colonel, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAMES OAKES,
Lieutenant-Colonel Fourth U. 8. Cavalry,

Acting Assistant Provost-Marslial-General, Illinois.

Col. James B. Fey,
Provost-Marshal-General, Washington, D. C.

[Inelosure.l

Hdqes. Fifty-Fourth III. Infty. Vet. Vols.,
Mattoon, III., April 8, 1864.

Colonel : In pursuance of instructions from you, I have the
honor to report my proceedings during the recent disturbances in
Coles County, as follows :

The furloughs granted my men having expired they were ordered
to rendezvous at Mattoon, 111., March 38. As many of the men
lived at. or would pass through, Charleston on their way to camp, I

remained there Monday to see them all on the train and to prevent
any disturbance.

Before the afternoon train left for Mattoon about 3 p. m., Nelson
Wells, a so-called captain of a company organized some 7 miles north
of Charleston, whose object in drilling was only known to themselves,
commenced firing at Private Oliver Sallee, Company C, Fifty-
fourth Illinois, so far as I can learn without the slightest provocation,
lodging a ball in Sallee's breast, which has since caused his death.
Sallee fell, but partially rising shot Wells dead. This was in the court-
house yard, near the west door. Immediately firing became general,
the sheriff of this county, John H. 0'Hati',1teaving his seat and taking
the lead in the attack upon the soldiers. Some 16 of my men were
present on the square, nearly all of whom were killed or wounded.
Some 75 men, after firing wherever they could see a blue coat, col-

lected at a grove about one-quarter of a mile from the square east of

town, under the lead of the sheriff, held a consultation, and learning
the Fifty-fourth Illinois were on their way from Mattoon, moved out
in the country.
Immediately on the report of Wells' pistol I stepped out of the

west door of the court-room, when 3 men with revolvers drawn,
apparently expecting me, commenced firing, 2 of them running by
me into the room. I caught one named Robert Winkler by the
wrist as he was attempting to shoot me, turning his revolver Hown
until he discharged all his loads.

Maj. Shuball York, surgeon of the Fifty-fourth Illinois, was shot
from behind as he was leaving the court-room, expiring almost in-

stantly.
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The attack could not have lasted over a minute, during which one
hundred shots must have been fired, nearly all of my men being
eitlier killed or wounded. The fact that my men, scattered as they
were over the square, were instantly shot down, and the systematic
manner in which the sheriff rallied and drew off his party, together
with affidavits of reliable citizens forwarded, leaves no room to doubt
that a party of men came to Charleston armed with revolvers and
shotguns with the knowledge and consent of Sheriff O'Hair, with
deliberate intention of killing the soldiers.

As soon as the firing was over I telegraphed' to Colonel Chapman
at Mattoon to bring men and guns. He arrived at 4.30 p. m. with
250 men. I immediately mounted 75 men and scoured the country
in all directions, arresting several parties implicated, and releasing
Levi Freesner, private Company C, Fifty-fourth Illinois, who was
confined in a house under guard 7 miles from town. He was arrested
by Sheriff O'Hair some distance from the square while on his way
to the station to take the cars for Mattoon, and knew nothing of the
affray. His gun and accouterments have not yet been secured. As
the regiment arrived in the court-house yard a man named John
Cooper, living in this county, who had been in town all day intoxi-
cated, wearing a pistol in sight and swearing he came to kill soldiers,

was accosted by a patrol, but turning to run was immediately shot
down, citizens and soldiers firing without orders. Unfortunately a
ball passed through the residence of John Jenkins, citizen, wound-
ing him and since cai^sing his death.
Captain M(mtgomery, mustering and disbursing officer, arrived

from Springfield, 111.. Tuesday morning, and examined several wit-
nesses, instructing me to remain at Charleston with my command
until you arrived.
A company of the Invalid Corps, Lieutenant Baker commanding,

passing from Paris, were detained by Captain Montgomery and
ordered to report to me.
On your arrival Wednesday joix instructed me to continue to

arrest individuals implicated in the murder, pi-ocure affidavits of
reliable witnesses, and to keep the peace, which has been done.
Hearing of large bodies of rioters of the country, I left Charleston

with 100 mounted men at 9 p. m., April 2, proceeded south through
Martinsville, to within 5 miles of Marshall, county seat of Clark
County, from thence to Auburn, and north to the Terre Haute,
Alton and Saint Louis Railroad at Kansas, and thence to Charleston,
arriving at 7 p.m., April 4. I found bodies of men from 25 to 100
had been seen, but had dispersed ; one squad of 16 I arrested but re-
leased. At present all is quiet.

I forward herewith lists of killed and wounded ; also lists of
prisoners forwarded.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,
G. M. MITCHELL,

Col. Fifty-fourth III. Vet. Vol. Infty., Commanding.
Lieut. Col. James Oakes, ^

Superintendent Recruiting Service, Springfield, HI.

[Sub-inelosures.l

The following is the list of killed and wounded during the disturb-
ance at Charleston, 111.

:

Killed : Maj. Shuball York, Fifty-fourth Illinois Infantry; Pri-
vates Oliver Sallee and James Goodrich, Company C, and John Neer
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and Alfred Swim, Company G, Fifty-fourth Illinois Infantry; Pri-
vate William G. Hart, Sixty-second Illinois Infantry; John Jenkins,
citizen (loyal); Nelson Wells, citizen (sheriff 's party); John Cooper,
citizen (sheriff's party).
Wounded : Col. G. M. Mitchell, Fifty-fourth Illinois ; Privates

William H. Decker, Company G, Landford Noyes, Company I, and
George Ross, Company C, Fifty-fourth Illinois ; Citizeiis Thomas
Jeffers, William Gilman, Young E. Winkler, Robert Winkler, John
W. Herndon, George J. Collins, and Reardon.
Summary.—Killed : Officers, 1 ; soldiers, o ; citizens, 3. Woiinded

:

Officers, ] ; soldiers, 4 ; citizens, 7.

List of prisoners taken in Coles County by Col. G. M. Mitchell,
and forwarded to'Mattoon, 111., from April 1 to April 8, 18()4: Jacob
L. Reardon, Benjamin F. Reardon, David Reardon, John P. Keller,
Nelson 0"Hair, Michael Murphy, Miles Murphy, J. W. Murphy,
James S. Hardwicke, William P. Hardwicke, S. G. Hanks. H. P.
Tichnor. James O'Hair, jr., Blueford E. Brooks, Miner Shelborne,
William C. Batty, James [Jordan ?] E. Hardwicke, John Reynolds,
John T. Taylor, John F. Redmon, John W. Herndoii, John Gal-
breath. Henry Stevens, George Jeff Collins, James M. Houck, Aaron
Brvant, Young E. Winkler.

G. M. MITCHELL,
Colonel Fifty-fourth III. Vet. Vol. Infty.

No. 4.

Report of Maj. Addison A. Hosmer, Acting Judge-Advocate-General,
U. S. Army.

War Department, Bureau of Military Justice,
Washington, D. C, July 20, 1864.

In the case of Coles County prisoners, in custody at Fort Delaware,
and charged with a murderous assault upon Union soldiers at

Charleston. 111., in March last, I have the honor to submit the fol-

lowing report and summary of evidence

:

The facts in regard to this striking episode of the rebellion are as

follows : For about a year before the occjirrence in question there

had been formed in Coles and Edgar Counties, 111., an organization

wliich comprised a considerable number of farmers and other citi-

zens, all strongly in sympathy with the rebels. It woxild seem that

a portion, at least, of them were associated as '

' Knights of the

Golden Circle," but that which rendered their organization formida-
ble was its military character. They appear to have formed an
irregular regiment of companies, which met for frequent drill, which
was under military discipline, and the members of which were toler-

ably well armed. Between this body and the Id^al citizens there

was of coiirse a decided opposition, but it was against the Union
soldiers that their hostility was principally expressed. Whenever
they came in contact with the latter much taunting and threatening
language was interchanged, and now and then personal collision took
place as in the cases of Dukes and Toland, leaders of the " Butter-
nuts " (as these men were sometimes called), who are said to have
been severely handled on the part of the soldiers. Besides, however,
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these occasional altercations, rendered inevitable by the disloyal con-
duct and iitterances of these parties, they had as yet engaged in no
general outbreak.
On the afternoon t)f Monday, the 28th day of March last, a dozen

or 15 soldiers of the Fifty-fourth Regiment of Illinois Volunteers
were collected at Charleston, the county seat of Coles County, 111.,

in the neighborhood of which they resided, and from which place
they Avere aboiit to proceed by railroad to Mattoon, where the regi-
ment (which had re-enlisted as veteran volunteers) had been ordered
to rendezvous preparatory to its return to active service.

The day in question was the one appointed for the opening of the
circuit court of the county, and it had also been given out that Hon.
J. R. Eden, who represented the district in Congress, was to deliver
a speech on the same day. A large number of persons had there-
fore gathered together, and had assembled mostly in the court-house
square. Among these were distributed the soldiers, who were gen-
erally unarmed. The court had entered upon its regular business

;

the grand jury had been sworn, and had retired to its room ; the
sheriff of the county, John H. O'Hair, who had thus far been quietly
engaged in his usual duties, was proceeding to impanel a petit jury.
At this moment, aboiit.3 p. m., a citizen named Nelson Wells, apjjar-
ently without cause or excuse, suddenly drew a pistol and shot a
soldier (Oliver Sallee) of the Fifty-fourth Regiment, who was stand-
ing near him in the square, inflicting a mortal wound. In falling,
Sallee, who was armed, shot and fatally wounded his assailant.
The act of Wells was a signal for a general and evidently precon-

certed assault upon the soldiers. The latter were at once fired upon
from different directions and shot down by a large number of men
armed with pistols, who, as soon as these were discharged, hastened
to their wagons, which were near at hand, and in which had been
carefully concealed guns and ammunition. With these the firing
was continued, and in a very few minutes nearly every soldier in
the square had been killed or wounded. One of the official reports
sets forth that 100 shots were fired in the space of one minute, so
fierce and summary was the assault.
Meanwhile, at the first fire, Sheriff O'Hair hurried abruptly from

the court-room, placed himself at the head of the assailants, whose
acknowledged leader he at once appeared to be, directed all their
movements, and himself participated conspicuoiTsly in the murder-
ous attack. ». „
Meanwhile, also, the court-room had been invaded by the same

band
; Major York, the surgeon of the regiment,' had been assassin-

ated and killed, and Colonel Mitchell, of the Fifty-fourth Regiment,
set upon by :} armed men, with whom he had a desperate struggle,
from whicli he barely succeeded in escaping with his life.

All this, as has been said, occurred in a very short space of time.
One officer, 5 soldiers, and 1 loyal citizen had been killed ; the colonel
and 3 soldiers wounded. Of the assailants 2 were killed and 7 wounded.
When the first fury of the onslaught had expended itself Sheriff

O'Hair collected his men, who were nearly 100 in number, and pres-
ently marched them off to a grove, about a quarter of a mile from
the court-house_. Here they remained till they learned that a con-
siderable body'of troops, for which Colonel Mitchell had at once
telegraphed to Mattoon, were on the way to Charleston, whereupon
they moved out into the country. With them they took 1 soldier
as a prisoner.
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At 4.30 o'clock 350 men of the Fifty-fourth Eegiment arrived in a
train from Mattoon, 75 of wliom were mounted by Colonel Mitchell.

By these the country was scoured for some distance, and in the course
of the next day or two about 30 prisoners were cajjtured. Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Oakes, the acting assistant provost-marshal-general of

the State, also took immediate and vigorous measures for the protec-

tion of the country, and assembled strong bodies of troojjs not only
at Charleston, bxit at Mattoon and at Paris (in Edgar County), which
places were supposed to be threatened with attack. It is principally

from the full and detailed official report of this officer thab the cir-

cumstances above narrated have been derived.

The insui'gents, after leaving the scene of their crime, separated,

but assembled on the same night at a rendezvous which had been
indicated by their leaders. Thence they moved still farther south,

separating as before, but assembling from day to day at some fixed

point until Saturday of the same week, when the main body,
which had become less and less, finally disbanded at a rendezvous
near the town of Martinsville, 111. At each place of meeting the

more violent were in favor of pressing guns and ammunition, return-

ing to Charleston, and again making an attack upon the troops

and loyal citizens. These, however, were overruled by the majority.

In regard to this remarkable outbreak, it was quite evident at the

moment, and still more so when the evidence now presented came to

be taken, that it was the result of a preconcerted and carefully ar-

ranged plan. The particiS who had long been associated in a polit-

ical and military organization, who had frequently drilled together

under their chosen leaders, who for some time had indiilged in sig-

nificant threats of " cleaning out" the soldiers and those who opposed
their traitorous designs, and many of whom had been noted for their

openly avowed and bitter disloyalty, expressed even while holding

civil offices of trust and importance, were the same who assembled at

Charleston on the 28th of March with carefully-concealed weapons,

and who suddenly commenced a murderous assault upon every indi-

vidual whom they saw dressed in the iiniform of the Uiiited States.

The fact that they selected for this assault a period most oppor-

tune for their plans, when the presence of an unusual crowd would
render their gathering less suspected, and when at the same time

those who were the objects of their attack would be dispersed and
disorganized; the character of their firing, which appeared to be in

a single volley or very rapid succession of ehots, and which followed

instantaneously upon the given signal ; the imitliclt obedience which
they gave to the orders of their chief, or so-called "colonel," who
would appear to have been awaiting the right moment to assume
command, and whose appearance on the scene of action was evi-

dently expected; the manner in which they rallied, marched off to-

o-ethei', and held together until a dread of the increasing force of the

U. S. troops induced them to disband—all these are circumstances

which show most conclusively that this insurrection was no casual

effort of lawless men, but the act of a body of conspirators, deter-

mined to effect, and by the most violent and summary proceedings,

the overthrow of the military a\ithority of tlio Government in that

region of country.
That the insurrection was not more widely extended, and did not

assume more threatening proportions, is doubtless owing to the vigor-

ous measures takenby Lieutenant-Colonel Oakes and Colonel Mitchell

to crush it at its inception. Of this rebellion in pHio of traitors but
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few of the leaders were apprehended. Of the rioters who were capt-

ured, about 30 in number, all were released but IC little or no proof
being found against the others. Of the 16 1 died, and ] 5 therefore

remained and still remaiii in the hands of the military authorities.

Their names are as follow : Bryant Thornhill, George J. Collins,

John F. Redmon, G. W. Reardon, B. F. Reardon. B. E. Brooks,
John Galbreath, Aaron Bryant, John Reynolds, John T. Taylor,
JohnW . Herndon, John W. Murphy, Michael Murphy, Miner Shel-

borne,William P. Hardwicke.
In regard to these men, instructions were conveyed from this Bii-

reau, under date of the 27th ultimo, to Major Burnett, judge-advocate,
to the effect that their cases were triable by a military commission.
It was ruled that Avhile they might be charged (as proposed) with
"conspiring to kill soldiers of the United States contrary to the laws
and customs of war," they were chargeable with "murder" also.

"Not" (as was remarkable) "miirdev in the common acceptation of
the term of which, when committed by a citizen in a State where the
ordinary criminal courts are open, a military tribunal would not
have jurisdiction, but the murder of soldiers of the United States,

for the disloyal and treasonable jjurpose of resisting and defeating
the Government in its efforts to suppress the rebellion. Such a crime
(it was said), when perpetrated in time of war, might well be held
to be a military offense, and, as such, triable and pimishable by a
military court." It was added that "the circumstances thus con-
ferring jurisdiction should be indicated in the charge and distinctly
.set forth in the sjiecifications."

Pursuant to these instructions the trial of at least 4 of these pris-
oners has, as it is understood, been entered upon at Cincinnati.
These 4 are supposed to be Thornhill, Collins, Redmon, and George
W. Reardon, being the same who were indicted by the grand jury of
Coles County, the two former for riot and the two latter for murder.

It may be added here that the grand jury ignored bills of indict-
ment against the other prisoners now held by the military authorities.
They, however, found indictments of murder against John H. O'Hair
and a number of the leaders of the insurrection who have never been
captured.
As it is understood to be the desire of the President to come to a

just conclusion in I'egard to the criminality of these prisoners,
especially of those Who are believed to have not yet been put on
trial, the mass of affidavits and otkeivwritten testimony, including
the sworn statemeftts filed in their defense, have been carefully ex-
amined. The following is a brief summary of the evidence in all

these cases, including those of the first four:

Bryant Thornhill.—Two female witnesses testify that at the time
of the commencement of the firing he was at the house of one of them,
situated a quarter of a mile from the court-house. They, however,
do not state that he remained there during all the firing although
they add that when he left he went toward his home, which was in
ii direction opposite to the square. One of these witnesses is the
wife of Dukes, a notorious insurgent ; the other, her next iieighboi'.

There is other testimony, mostly, however, on the part of men im-
plicated in the riot, that he left the square just before the firing and
advised others to leave, on the ground that there Avas about to be a
difficulty. On the other hand, it is testified by Mullen, a soldier,

that he saw Thornhill jjresent at the attack and engaged in firing

upon the soldier.s. Two others, H. N. Turner and Robert Smith,
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testify that thev saw him around and in company with O'Hair and his
sons, and that he assisted them in taking prisoner one Freesner, the
soklier mentioned as having been captured. One of these witnesses
states that Thornhill would have shot Freesner if his companions
had not prevented him. Lewis Hevell states that on the evening of
the 28th Thornhill told him that he was present at the assault and that
he shot Jeffries (a soldier), and saw him fall. Richard' Stoddard
testifies that he saw him counseling with the leading rioters just be-
fore the firing ; and B. F. Wells and W. T. Wells represent that they
were present at a copperhead drill in June, ] 863, at which Thornhill
made a speech in which he counseled resisting the draft "to the
death," and made use of highly disloyal and treasonable language.
He is spoken of as the "lieutenant-colonel" of the "Copperhead
regiment."

Geonje J. Collins, commonly called '' Jeff Collins.''—No evidence
whatever is submitted in behalf of this man. Several witnesses, V.
K. Curd, J. A. West, D. P. Morris, and A. N. Graham saw him
present at the assault with the other rioters. West testifies that he
saw him armed and apparently in the act of shooting at the soldiers.
Morris saw him strike a soldier with a club. Graham saw him
throwing brickbats. Upon his arrest he admitted to the officer

making the arrest, as well as to Colonel Mitchell, that he threw
brickbats. In the riot he was slightly wounded.
John F. Redmon.—In the defense of this party is introduced the

testimony of his brother and two of his friends, who state that they
all came into Charleston together on the day in question and re-

turned together to their homes at night. Two of these state that
Redmon was sitting with them in the court-room before the riot,

and that he went out a little before the firing commenced. These
witnesses admit that he was armed and they were also armed with
pistols. Other witnesses say that they saw him running into the
court-house, as if for refuge, a very short time after the commence-
ment of the firing, and that he remained there during the firing.

Between this time, however, and that of his first leaving the court-

house he is not accounted for. On the other hand, it is testified by
William Ricketts, John W. Reat, J. E. Taylor, George McNutt,
William A. Basleton, Felix Sanders, Robert Kimball, and Samuel
Bowser that they saw him present at the firing, and McNutt, Basle-
ton, and Bowser state that they saw him in the act of shooting at

the soldiers. Basleton adds that a soldier who was fired at by Red-
mon appeared to be hit, whereupon the latter exclaimed, " By God,
I got him." Bowser says that after seeing him shoot with a pistol

lie saw him go to a wagon and take out a gun and shoot with that.

Sanders also saw him take the gun from the wagon and load it.

G. W. Reardon, commonly called
'

' Wash. Reardon, " and B. F. Rear-
don.—No affidavits arepresented in behalf of either of these prisoners.

The testimony of Colonel Mitchell. George Ross (a soldier), James
B. Campbell, Charles Fleming, James F. Feeney, ajid Samuel Bow-
ser is to the effect that both were present and actively engaged in

the firing. The former was seen by Bowser to shoot " several times "

at soldiers. Fleming says that he had a soldier's coat on, and that
one of the Reardons shot at him " five times." It is fully established
that one of them was one of the assailants of Colonel Mitchell, and
that the same one attempted to shoot Ross when he came to the
colonel's assistance. The weight of the evidence is that this one
was G. W. Reardon, but Ross swears that it was the other.
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B. E. Brooks.—Several Avitnesses, principally neighbors and
friends of this party, who were at Charleston with him on the 28th,

state that about the time the firing commenced he mounted his horse
and went away peaceably homeward with several others, and that at
this time he expressed himself as desirous to get away, since he had
no arms. It is added, however, that after riding some distance he
returned to Charleston alone with the avowed purpose of getting his
saddle, which had been left behind. A large number of citizens,

principally of Hutton Township, subscribe a testimonial in which
they say that he has always been a man of good and peaceable char-
acter. Three witnesses, however, H. G. Green, G. P. Smith, and
J. B. Hutchason, state positively that they saw him present and act-
ing with the rioters on the occasion of the attack. These did not see
him engaged in the firing, but Smith testifies that when the principal
firing was over he saw Brooks on horseback with a revolver in his
hand, and heard him ordering or urging his associates to "go back
and give them hell."' Green testifies that he saw about 30 of the in-

surgents collected and formed in a line by Brooks, and that he heard
him whoop, and cry out, " Bully for you, boys ; we gave them hell
this time ; " and further, that he heard him issue orders to them.
John Galbreath.—It is testified by one witness on the part of the

defense that very soon after the firing commenced he saw this man
run out of the gate on the north side of the square, mount his horse,
and ride away. One of his neighbors states that he saw him at his
house on the evening of the 28th, and on the next two days ; and
both this witness and another (the father of the accused) allege that
they never knew him to have or carry fire-arms or to engage in any
' copperhead " drills, and that his character is that of a quiet, peace-
able man. On the other hand, Marcus Hill swears that he saw Gal-
breath present during the principal firing ; that the latter approached
and addressed some conversation to him, and did not leave his
neighborhood till the firing was about over. David Johnson testifies
that just before the firing he saw Galbreath run to the west door of
the court-house, and heard him ask two men who were there if they
had their pistols ready ; that they replied, " yes." That two more
men then joined them, and that the five then went rapidly and ex-
citedly to the west side of the square, where the firing commenced
almost immediately after ; that when the principal part of the shoot-
ing was over, he saw Galbreath in a line of some forty of the rioters
which had been formed by theii' leadqj-s east of the court-house.
Aaron Bryant.—In behalf of this man it is stated by a neighbor

that on the 28th, about 2 p. m., he saw him about 2 miles from
Charleston, going with a team toward the residence of one Parrish,
and that he informed the witness that he was going there for oats.
But another witness, who accompanied Bryant, sta'tes that it was
about 4 o'clock when the latter started for Parrisli"s. Members of
the Parrish family say that he came to the house " as late as 4 or 5
o'clock," and remained till late in the evening. On the part of the
Government a witness. Robert Kimball, cleaiV identifies Bryant as
having been present at the riot and engaged in firing upon the sol-
diers. He says that he saw him fire " once or more." John Gossett
states that on March 23 Bryant invited him to " join their order,"
and told him that they were about to " clean out " the soldiers and
Union citizens. He adds that the latter urged him to go to Charleston
on or about the 28th and carry arms with him, stating at the same
time that he was then traveling about the country on " tliat business."
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John Reynolds.—It is testified by tliree witnesses that they saw
this party run out of the square at the south gate, at the commence-
ment of the firing, as if trying to get out of the way. One of these,
however, mentions that he was armed with a pistol. A fourth wit-
ness testifies that at the time of the firing lie met the accused outside
of the town, mounted, with some 15 or 20 others, and heard him
advise that they should not go into the town on agcomit of the
shooting, which he thought was not yet over. Three other witnesses,
however, David Johnson, F. Brown, and J. B. Hutchason, testify
that Reynolds was present at or about the time of the firing, and
Johnson states that he was armed with a pistol. Brown describes
him as seen in consultation with O'Hair before the assault, and as
afterward falling into line with others under O'Hair as their leader.
He adds that he has often heard Reynolds threaten to resist and
•'fight against" the draft, and to express his determination, if

drafted, to "shoot our own boys." Henry Dittimore testifies that
in riding home in company with R. on the evening of the 28th, he
heard him state that he had " let one load off."
John T. Taylor.—The testimony offered on behalf of this party is

quite immaterial upon the question of his particijjation in the riot.

One witness says that he saw him about 4 p. m. run from the court-
house square, go to his horse, which was fastened at a little distance,
and mount him and ride away. Another states that he loaned his
pistol to Taylor in the morning ; and a third, that tlie pistol was
picked up in the square after the firing, covered with mud, with all

the barrels loaded and witli the appearance of iiot Iiaviiig been dis-

charged. On the other hand, the prisoner is fully identified by N.
L. Wyeth as having been present at the attack. This witness says
that he " saw a man by the name of Taylor, whom we took as pris-

oner. He had a pistol in his hand, and seemed to be in the act of
shooting ; was pointing toward the soldiers." B. F. Wells states in
his affidavit that Taylor, on being arrested by liini, at lirst denied,
but afterward admitted, that he was in the fight, and that he had lost

his pistol there. He also made a similar admission to Colonel
Mitchell.
John W. Herndon.—No testimony is offered in his defense. N.

L. Wyeth identifies him as having seen him "in the crowd with a
pistol in his hand." V. K. Curd states that he saw him in Charles-
ton on the morning of the 28th, in company with Collins and a num-
ber of others, who were indulging in Iwstjle language in regard to

the soldiers. At the time of the firing he "saw Herndon raise a
pistol and fire at some person in the court-house yard." When ar-

rested by Wells, Herndon first denied and then admitted that he was
present at the fight, and was himself wounded there. A similar
statement was made by him to Colonel Mitchell.
John W. Murphy and Michael Marphy.—(With these prisoners

was captured also their father, Miles Murphy, who died while in

confinement at Camp Yates.) In behalf of the former, it is en-

deavored to be shown by members of his family,'^c., that he was
either at home or at a neighbor's house during all the afternoon of

the 28th. But the witnesses do not agree in their statements ; one
representing that he was at a certain house from 1 till about 5 \i. ra.

of that day, and another that he was there only till 3 o'clock, when
he returned home and presently went to another house, and did not
again return till dusk. His mother testifies that he had no arms of
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any kind in his possession. In behalf of Michael Murphy no evi-

dence is presented. On the part of the prosecution, it is deposed by
Robert Kimball, a soldier, that he saw "one of the Murphys" (-whose
first name he does not know) fire "twice" at himself. George Mc-
Niitt (a soldier) further testifies as follows :

Saw three of the Murphys engaged in the fight; one of them was Miles ; the
othei- two were his sons. These two young Murphys had guns in their hands. I

saw them draw their guns up to their faces as in the act of shooting. Tliey seemed
to be pointing at me. I was tlien trying to get out of their way. and could not say
whether they fired at me or not. The old man Murphy seemed to be engaged in
loading the guns and handing to others to shoot. These guns seemed to be taken
out of a wagon ; also saw the old man have a pistol in his hand.

Another fact which goes to establish the participation of the Mur-
phys in the assault is that Freesner, the soldier who was detained
as a prisoner by the insurgents, was confined under guard, on the
night of the 38th, at the Murphy house.
Muier Slielborne.—There is no testimony in regard to the active

participation of this man in the firing. On the morning of the 29th
lie was captured at the house of the Murphys while engaged in
guarding Freesner, the soldier taken prisoner by the insurgents.
Freesner states that when going toward the railroad station, just
after the firing, he was arrested by a band of about 20 rioters and
forced to accomjjany them till late at night, when he was placed
under guard of Shelborne and others and confined as aforesaid.
Mrs. Murphy represents in her affidavit that when the prisoner was
brought to her house. Shelborne said that Freesner was "put in his
charge till morning," and that he " seemed to be the one in control."
William P. Hardiuicke.—In behalf of this party it is represented

that on the 28th he was traveling at some distance from Charleston,
on his way from Edgar County, 111. , with a company of persons
who were starting for the Nevada gold mines ; that he staid that
night at the house of one Da^ds ; and that early the next morning
he visited the house of his uncle, Samuel Hardwicke, which was in
the neighborhood, and was there arrested ; further, that he was not
at the house of the Murphys before his arrest. This testimony, how-
ever, is somewhat confused, and Freesner testifies positively that
when he was released by the Union soldiers, early on the morning
of the 29th, Hardwicke was engaged with Shelborne in guarding
him. His language is : "William Hardwicke and Miner Shelborne
were on guard when the Union soldiers came up and took them, and
released me. " He adds also that JaJties Hardwicke and Jordan E.
Hardwicke were at the house at the same time, and were arrested by
the soldiers. These two men were afterward discharged. Their
relationship to the accused is not set forth.

Upon a review of the testimony in these several cases, it seems
quite clear that all the above-named prisoners (except the two last)
were implicated in the murderous assaiilt which has been detailed,
and it is urged that all of them (with these exceptions) be forthwith
brought to trial upon the charges mentioned 'in the letter of instruc-
tions from this office of the 27th ultimo.

It is not merely because these men have engaged in murder, assas-
sination, riot, and brutal assault that their prosecution before a mili-
tary tribunal ii? thus urged. It is because they have conspired to aim
a most deadly blow at the supremacy of the Government at a time
when it is engaged in a struggle for its life, and when the villainy of
the traitor at home is as fatal and as keenly felt as the hostility of
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the open enemy in tlie field. Their crime was not committed against
individuals merely, but directly against the military authority of the
nation, and whether viewed as a domestic insurrection en rapport
with the rebellion, or as a vindictive and treasonable assault uj^on
the soldiery to whom the suppression of that rebellion is intrusted,
tlieir act must be regarded as one of momentous public importance,
and in tlie fullest sense a great military crime.
Moreover, it is to be remarked that these prisoners haA'e been for

four months in confinement, and that a writ of habeas corpus, issued
l)y the U. S. circuit court, requiring them to be delivered up to the
civil authorities, has been disregarded, and the prisoners retained in
the hands of the military by the express order of the President. The
Government would seem, therefore, to have committed itself to a
prompt and special adjudication of their cases as those of offenders
against military law.
In regard to Shelborne, it may be said that testimony other than

that at present submitted may probably be obtained by the judge-
advocate, to the effect that this man personally participated in the
riot, but in the absence of sucli evidence both he and Hardwicke
may be brought to trial upon a separate charge of violation of the
laws of war in illegally imprisoning a soldier of the United States.

It remains only to add that, though many of the more prominent
actors in this bloody revolt have thus far escaped, they should be
deemed as public enemies, and if the capture of any of them be here-
after consummated by the military authorities, tliat they shoiild be
brought to immediate trial with a view to their summary punishment
in case of conviction by a military court.

The names of those alluded to are as follows : John H. O'Hair,
James O'Hair, Jesse O'Hair, Henderson O'Hair, B. F. Toland, Ells-

bury Hanks, Benjamin Dukes, B. F. Williams, John Frazier, Robert
McLain, Robert Winkler, Alexander Rodgers, Calvin Rice, Joseph
Carter.
With these may also be included as present and concerned witli

the foregoing in the assault and riot : Young E. Winkler, G. W.
Toland, George Thomas, Dick Robinson, Hax-ry Ray, John Cooper,
James Houck, Wetherall.

Respectfully submitted.
A. A. HOSMER,

Major and Acting Jud<je-Advocate-Ge?ieraI.

To His Excellency A. Linc:oln, " *

President of the United States.

[Indorsement No. 1.]

November 4, 1864.

Let these prisoners be sent back to Coles County, 111. , those in-

dicted be surrendered to the sheriff of said county, and the others

be discharged.
^A. LINCOLN.

[Indorsement No. 3.]

War Department,
November 5, 1804.

Referred to the Adjutant-General to cause the execution of the

order of the President.

By order of the Secretary of War :

C. A. DANA,
Assistant Secretary of War.
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MARCH 28, 1864 Scouts to Caperton's Ferry, Ala.

Report of Col. James S. Robinson, EigMy-second Ohio Infantry,
commanding brigade.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Third Div., Eleventh Corps,
March 28, 1864.

Captain : A patrol from the First Alabama Cavalry, -whicli re-

turned at 5 p. m. on yesterday, reported themselves to have been
driven back from Caperton's Ferry to Island Creek by a detachment
of about 50 rebel cavalry. They declared that they exchanged shots
with scattering bushwhackers near the house of one Caperton, adjoin-
ing the ferry, and that the enemy suddenly afterward appeared in

such numbers as to compel the retreat of the cavalry.
Upon receipt of this news I immediately dispatched a detach-

ment of 10 men and a lieutenant of the Second Kentucky Cavalry,
with orders to patrol the road as far as Island Creek and farther, if

found to be safe, and to return about daylight. This patrol returned
at 7 a. m. this morning. The lieutenant commanding reported that he
went as far as within 4 miles of Caperton's Ferry without seeing the
enemy, and that he could not learn that they had been in the vicinity
during the previous day, thus partly conti'adicting the story of the
Alabama cavalry patrol.

At 9 a. m. this morning I sent out a second detachment from the
Second Kentucky Cavalry, with orders to go as far as Caperton's
Ferry (if found to be safe) and ascertain the truth as to the i)resence
of the eiaemy in that vicinity. I had also previous to that liour

sent a mounted patrol from the First Alabama Cavalry to sccmr tlie

country and co-operate with an infantry patrol from the One hun-
dred and first Illinois.

At 13. 30 p. m. cannonading was heard down the river, which I
finally ascertained to be one of Brigadier-General Geary's batteries
.shelling a small party of 4 or 5 of the enemy seen from that side of
the river below the point of the island. The cannonading continued
at intervals for half an hour.

I have sent out a reconnoitering party of six companies, 125 men,
under Lieut. Col. D. Thomson, of the Eighty-second Ohio, with
orders to ascertain the truth with reference to the various and con-
tradicting rumors which have been received.

I respectfully request authorityto'send a strong detachment of
infantry to Caperton's Ferry to-morrow, having had information
from various sources that the enemy has a picket at that point.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. S. KOBINSON,

Colonel, Commanding Brigade,
Capt. Eugene Wiegel, A. A. G.

MAECH 28, 1864.—Skirmish on Obey's River, Tenn.

Report of Brig. Gen. Edward H. Hdbson, U. 8. Army, command-
ing-District of Southern Central Kentucky.

Cave City, Ky., March 30, 1864.„

Colonel : I have just received by couriers from Cumberland
River the following information : Captain Watson, of Thirteenth
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Kentucky Cavalry, fought Colonel Hughs on Obey's River in Ten-
nessee

; captured 2, killing 3. Hughs' men threw away their guns

;

left their horses. It is thought by Colonel Weatherford that Hughs
cannot possibly get out, for the reason that our troops are so dis-
posed and stationed, and will prevent his escape.

Very respectfully, j'our obedient servant,

E. H. HOBSON,
Brigadier- General.

Lieutenant-Colonel Farlbigh,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General, Louisville.

MARCH 28-APRIL 16, 1864.—Operations in Eastern Kentucky.

stjm:m:a.ry of the FRiNoir-AL evknts.

March 31, 1864.—Skirmish at Forks of Beaver.

April 5, 1864.—Skirmish on Quicksand Creek.

7, 1864.—Skirmish on Brushy Creek.

13, 1864.—Skirmish at Paintsville.

14, 1864.—Action at Half Mountain, on Licking River.

Affair near Booneville.

16, 1864.—Skirmish at Salyersville.

KBPORTS.

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Edward H.Hobson, U. S. Army, commanding Fifth Division,

Twenty-third Army Corps

.

No. 2.—Col. George W. Gallup, Fourteenth Kentucky Infantry, commanding DLs-

trict of Eastern Kentucky.
No. 3.—Itinerary of the U.S. forces in the District of Eastern Kentucky, March 28-

April 14.

No. 4.—Lieut. Col. Thomas Johnson, Kentucky Cavalry, commanding Confederate

Forces.

No. 1.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Edward H. HobsOfi, U. S. Army, command-
ing Fifth Division, Twenty-third Army Corps.

Lexington, Ky.,
April IG, 1864.

Sir : Colonel Gallup pursued rebels to Salyersville ; killed and
wounded 25 ; captured 100 horses, 200 Saddles, 50 prisoners, among
them Colonel Clay. Colonel True, with Fortieth Kentucky and
Eleventh Michigan, is beyond West Liberty. Ha\e captured G pris-

oners. Colonel Brown is at Irwin ; reports no enemy in that vicin-

ity. Has sent scouting jjarty some distance beyond to develoiJ
enemy, if any.

E. H. HOBSON,
Brigadier- General.

Lieut. Col. T. B. Farleigh,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Louisville.
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Lexington, Ky., April 17, JSfl-t.

Citizens of Booneville, 40 strong, whipped, on tlie 14th instant,

Fred Gray's guerrillas, niimbering 75. Citizens rei)ort no enemy
in Perry or Breathitt Counties. Whitesburg, in Letcher County,
evacuated by rebel forces lately there. Jack May, their colonel,

recalled them to re-enforce rebel Colonel Edmonds JEdmundson],
near Piketon. Colonel True's command will possibly meet them.
He should be at Salyersville to-day. I apprehend but little danger.

E. H. HOBSON",
Brigad ie r-General.

Lieut. Col. Thomas B. Farleigh,
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Loiiisville, Ky.

No. 2.

Reports of Col. George W. Gallup, Fourteenth Kentucky Infantry,
commanding District of Eastern Kentucky.

Headquarters District of Eastern Kentucky,
Louisa, Ky., April 2, 1864.

General : My mounted men, under command of Lieut. Col. S.

M. Ferguson, met a superior force of rebels at the Forks of Beaver,
Va., on the 31st of March. A skirmish ensued, our men driving
them back until the rebels were re-enforced, and the colonel was in
turn driven. He reports the rebels advancing from Abingdon in
considerable force, by the way of Guyan, Tug, and Louisa Rivers,
and the Pound Gap route ; avowed destination Louisa.
General Morgan was at Abingdon the 27tli of March.
I have sent Colonel Mims to re-enforce Ferguson.
I will keep you informed of the movement, if true, of which

Lieutenant-Colonel Ferguson has no doubt.
My citizen scouts, who are reliable, have jiist arrived from Glades-

ville, and report that an immediate movement into Kentucky is con-
temi^lated, and they think now moving.

GEO. W. GALLUP,
Colonel, Commanding Dist. Eastern Ky.

General Burbridge,
Commanding District ofJKeniucky.

Paintsville, Ky., April 13, 1804—10 a. m.
General : I am attacked at this point by, I suppose, about 1,000

rebels ; we are fighting. We had a race for the best position ; we got
it ; I can hold it. I have .750 men ; I have about 500 militia and
four companies of the Fourteenth at Louisa. They can hold that
place if they attempt to go below us. We ai^ well supplied for five

days with provisions. I have no fear for the result here if the Forty-
fifth or other regiments are near enough and could come [by] the
Salyersville road toward Pound Gap and get in their rear. If they
hold us here aoy time they might get bagged.

Yours,
GEO. W. GALLUP,

Colonel, Commanding.
Brigadier-General Burbridge, Lexington, Ky.
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Headquarters District of Eastern Kentucky,
Half Mountain, Licking River, April 14, 1804.

General : I pursued the enemy to Half Mountain, Licking River,
13 miles above Salyersville, surprised him at 12.30 a. m. to-day, capt-
uring his pickets. The engagement lasted five hours. We have capt-

ured as near as I can find out over 100 horses, 300 saddles, 300 stand
of arms ; killed and mortally wounded 25, took 50 prisoners (among
them Col. E. F. Clay, mortally wounded) ; many horses killed. Our
loss 4 wounded, 1 seriously, none killed. It is a complete rout. We
will camp on the field to-night. My men are worn. I shall send my
best mounted men for a few hours on their track.

Yours, respectfully,

GEO. W. GALLUP,
Colonel, Commanding.

Brig. Gen. E. H. Hobson,
Lexington, Ky.

Louisa, April 18, 1864.

Colonel : I sent a dispatch from the battle-ground on Half
Mountain, which upon my arrival here I find was sent to General
Hobson.
Our success was complete ; on the 14th we surprised the enemy,

captured 60 prisoners, wounded and killed 60, cajDtured 200 horses,

400 saddles, 300 small-arms, all their tents and equipage. With
200 more men I would have captured their whole command. The
general, in his note of the 8th instant, directs me to mount this
whole command. Does he intend for me to mount the Fourteenth
Kentucky? Can I order the company at Greenup to join their regi-

ment ? I need them. All quiet this side of the mountain. I have
just arrived from Paintsville, where most of my command are. Will
return this evening.

Yours,
GEO. W. GALLUP,

Colonel Commanding.
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General,

District of Kentiteky, Louisville. Ky.

No. 3.

Itinerary of the IT. S. Forces in the District of Eastern Kentucky,
March 2d,-April 14.*

On March 28, learning that a force of rebels had crossed Pound
Gap into Kentucky, Lieutenant-Colonel Ferguson, Thirty-ninth Ken-
tucky Volunteers, with all the men that could be mounted (140 men),
Avas sent from Louisa, Ky., to the forks of Beavm% 60 miles distant.

On the same day Captain Thornbury was ordered from Peach Or-
chard up Rock Castle to get in their rear and join Colonel Ferguson
at a given time.
April 1, Colonel Ferguson came upon the enemy at the point desig-

nated. Captain Tliornbury, by a sudden rise in the river, was pre-
vented from joining the colonel as ordered. A skirmish ensued, our

•From returns of the District of Eastern Kentucky and of the First Brigade, Dis-
trict of Kentucky.
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men capturing several jnuponers, but lost all Inii 1 lieutenant. Tlin

enemy was double our strength. Ferguson fell back to Prestonburg.

10 miles, and was there joined by Captain Thornbury on the 2d, and
then with his command fell back to Paintsville.

April 3, Colonel Mims, with one company of the Fourteenth Ken-
tucky and one company of the Thirty-ninth Kentucky, joined Fer-

guson at Paintsville.

April_4, a detachment of Company I, Fourteenth Kentucky Vol-
unteer Infantry (17 men), under direction of Reuben Patrick, an
able and daring scout, was sent from Paintsville 40 miles to watch
any rebel movement on the borders of Magoffin County.
April 5, discovered a part of two companies of rebel cavalry, about

85 strong, under command of a Captain Bradshaw, in camp on Quick-
sand, in Breathitt County, Ky., and at 11 o'clock at night, in a daring
and gallant manner, surprised and charged their camp, killing and
wounding 1 lieutenant and 7 men, capturing all their horses, but was
imable to bring off the field but 24 horses and 3 prisoners.

April G, Colonel Mims was ordered with three companies of infan-

try from Paintsville, and Major Auxier, Thirty-ninth Kentucky,
with three companies of mounted men of Fourteenth and Thirty-
ninth Kentucky, from Louisa, Ky., to pursue the rebel Colonel
Prentice, then on John's Creek. Colonel Mims crossed Sandy, up
John's Creek, and after a march of GO miles came [April 7] iipon
Prentice on Brushy. A skirmish ensued, but the rebels, being-

mounted, escaped with a loss of a few men wounded, some horses,

and stolen goods. Major Auxier did not come up until the enemy
was routed, although he traveled 55 miles in less than twenty-four
hours, over a country with scarcely any road.

April 8, Colonel Mims returned to Paintsville. Colonel Gallup,
having gathered all the horses and equipped all that could be
equipped for duty, left Louisa and joined his command at Paints-
ville. The high water prevented a forward movement until the 13th,
when an order was issued for the troops to move at 12 m. promptly,
with five days' rations and GO rounds of ammunition, under light
marching orders. The mounted pickets Avere withdrawn to prepare
forage and rations. Two hundred of the enemy appeared at 8 a. m.
(13th) 4 miles from camp. The entire cavalry force was left across
the river to meet them, it being the main road. They came in rear
of the camp and attacked at 10 a. m. The enemy were repulsed with
loss of 2 killed, 7 prisoners, and 2 wounded, with several horses and
mules left in our hands. Our force followed, except a guai'd for pub-
lic property left at Paintsville. A flag of truce was sent in by the
enemy, asking for the privilege of burying their dead and for the
exchange of prisoners, as they had 2 of our men. This was done to
gain time and delay our column, then moving, one and a half hours.
The pursuit was continued until the 14th.

April 14, at 13 m., ouv forces attacked the enemy in front and rear,

siirprised and routed him. The Thirty-ninth Kentucky (mounted).
Colonel Mims commanding, charged their cam^with a yell (the first

charge they ever made). It was a gallant affair and done without
faltering. Lieutenant Eberman, Company B, Thirty-ninth Kentucky,
leading the charge ; Colonel Mims near the head of the column, Col-
onel Gallup on ttie center. An engagement of near four and a half
hours ensued, our left in that time being driven but gaining their

ground again in a few minutes. Colonel Clay leading made a des-

perate charge on our center, which stood without giving a step, and
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Colonel Clay falling the rebels fled. The enemy lost 45 prisoners, a
large number of wounded taken oif the field, several hundred saddles,
250 stand of small-arms, and about 200 horses, all their tents, camp
equipage, &c. Our loss in both engagements, 1 killed, 3 slightly and
1 severely wounded, 2 taken prisoners (since escaped and joined us).

We had at one time 150 prisoners who had surrendered, but a detach-
ment of our men fired into them, supposing they were holding the
position where they Avere, and drove them into the 'woods, where
they escaped ; with two companies more the whole brigade would
have been captured.

Lieut. Col. Orlando Brown, jr., Fourteenth Kentucky Volunteers,
with five companies of infantry (300 men), gained their rear and
brought on the action at Half Mountain, Magoffin County, Ky. The
Fourteenth Kentucky sustained their well-earned reputation. Lieut.
E. J. Roberts, acting assistant adjutant-general, was on the field and
rendered valuable service during the action.

No. 4.

Report of Lieut. Col. Thomas Johnson, Kentucky Cavalry, com-
manding Confederate Forces.

Guest's Station, Wise County, Va.,
Ajml 21, 1864.

I have the honor to lay before you my report of the fight on Punch-
eon Creek, Magoffin Coimty, Ky., on the 14th instant. By the un-
fortunate occurrence of Lieutenant-Colonel Clay getting wounded
and falling into the hands of the enemy, I am in command of this

brigade, known as Hodge's.
On the afternoon of the 13th instant, by order of Colonel Clay,

this brigade was put under marching orders from the right fork of
Beaver Creek in the direction of Paintsville. After marching that
afternoon and all night through deep mud, creeks, and much quick-
sand, we arrived in sight of Paintsville about 8 o'clock in the morn-
ing, two hours too late for a surprise, which was caused by the
terrible condition of the roads. The enemy's pickets, which were
stationed about 1 mile from the town, were charged by Captain
Fowle's company and run in, killing 1 and capturing 2.

In this charge Captain Fowle lost 2 nj^njiilled and 7 prisoners.
We found the enemy in a very strong position with a greatly su-

perior force, and Colonel Clay very correctly decided, as I think, to
fall back. We marched that evening and night to the vicinity of

Salyersville, in Magoffin County, and encamped.
Early in the morning we moved on to the Licking Meadows and up

a little creek called Puncheon, a distance of only about 3 miles, and
encamped. The horses of Clay's and Johnson's battalions were
mostly loose, grazing in the meadow. Four companies were out on
scouting duty, heavy details were out foraging, ano^some of our tired

men lying asleep, when we were suddenly surprised and attacked by
a large force of the enemy. Many of our horses were shot early in

the action, stampeding not only the horses but a great many of the
men. In a short time a rally was made and the fight began in earn-
est, and the struggle was who should hold the camp. For over three
hours the men who remained and participated in the fight did their

whole duty, and could not fight better. Through the gallantry of



650 KY., SW. VA., TENN., MISS., ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XL7V.

Colonel Clay, Major HoUaday, Captain Leforgee, and other officers,

the enemy were driven from the mountain north of the camp, which
was held until Colonel Clay received a wound in the eye and nose,

and had to be taken from the field.

At this stage of the fight I assumed command. The enemy by this

time had extended his line at least 1 mile, holding both ends of the
road, and their right wing resting on the main road and only one
by which we could get out. forming a semicircle. Major McAfee,
who had been gallantly contending with a largely superior force on
our extreme left, was about to be cut off, andfell back, and as the
enemy were moving from above and below we moved over to the
mountain on the north side of our camp and held it until near dark.
Our ammunition being about out, and a great many having already
left the field, we retired in good order.

I cannot learn of but 2 being killed, 10 or 12 wounded, most of
whom fell into the enemy's hands. Colonel Clay being among tlie

number. Many horses were killed, and some were so frightened they
ran into the woods and enemy's lines. We lost most of our private
baggage.
But I must repeat, men and officers never behaved better than

those who staid with us through the contest. Our force was small

—

much less than the enemy believed. I do not think there were more
than 200 of our men engaged at any one time. I have no means of
knowing the enemy's strength correctly, or their loss. Prisoners and
persons coming out since the fight tell me there were three regiments,
the Fourteenth, Thirty-ninth, and Forty-fifth Kentucky, commanded
by General [Colonel] Gallup. From all I can learn their force must
have been 1,400 or 1,500. We have a great many stragglers coming
in, and I do not think they got many of them as prisoners. Our
retreat was over the most rugged and lofty mountains.

Very respectf ally,

THOS. JOHNSON,
Lieuienani-Colonel, CommmuJing Brigade Cavalry.

Major Rowland.

P. S.—I have the honor to state that on yesterday I received a
cf)mmunication from Kentucky, sent by the friends of General
Breckinridge to him, that the Yankees under General Stoneman,
10.000 strong, were marching this way. They had supplied them-
selves with 10 days' cooked rations, 4ind were moving from Lexing-
ton for Virginia, The courier's horse broke down. He had been
riding night and day from Clay's Ferry, on the Kentucky River,
between Richmond and Lexington. His name is Henry Wild, near
Clay's Ferry. They were well mounted, and had several pieces of
light cannon.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Department of East Tennessee,
Abingdon, April 28, 18G4.

Respectfully forwarded as a report of the affair.

There seems now to have been want of vigilance on the part of
some_ officer, but the absence of Lieutenant-Colonel Clay prevents a
full investigation. These troops were under orders at the time to
move out of Kentucky.

Respectfully,
S. B. BUCKNER,

Major-Gen eral.
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MARCH 29, 1884.—Affair at Caperton's Ferry, Ala.

Reports of Col. David Ireland, One hundred and thirty-seventh Neiv
York Infantry.

Stevenson, Ala.,
March 89, 1804.

Sir : While a party of Sixty-sixth Ohio Volunteers were assisting
refugees to cross Tennessee Eiver at Caperton's Ferry this after-
noon, they were attacked by a party of mounted guerrillas, who lired
on them, wounding a officers. Three of our men were on the south
side of the river, and are supposed to have been captured. Nothing
else of importance.

DAVID IRELAND,
Colonel, Commanding Post.

Brigadier-General Whipple.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Stevenson, Ala., March 31, 1864.

Captain : In reply to your communication of this date calling
for a more explicit report of the wounding of 2 officers and the
capture of 3 men of my command on the 39th instant, I have the
honor to submit the following :

A detachment of four companies from the Sixty-sixth Regiment
Ohio Volunteers are stationed at Caperton's Ferry, on the Tennessee
River, about 4 miles from this post, at which point refugees from
the south are continually crossing.

About 1 p. m. yesterday, as Captain Morgan and Lieutenant
Organ, with 4 men, were on the south bank of the river assisting a
refugee to ferry himself and his household goods over the river,

they were fired upon by a party of mounted guerrillas, numbering
about 20, who demanded their surrender. The two officers threw
themselves into the bottom of the boat and pushed it into the stream,
when they were again iired upon, Captain Morgan being severely
wounded in the thigh and Lieutenant Organ slightly in the hand.
They drifted out into the stream and escaped to the opposite bank
of the river. The 4 men were a shoft flistance above where the
boat was lying, and were unable to reach it. Three of them were
captured, 1 effecting his escape by hiding under the river bank,
where he was found by a force of our men who were immediately
thrown over the river.

Captain Dye, Sixty-sixth Ohio Volunteers, immediately crossed
with 40 men and pursued the rebels for 3 or 4 miles, but was unable
to come up with them.
The band of guerrillas was commanded by Cap^ Sam. Norwood,

who is well known in these parts as a bushwhacker and negro thief.

In addition to the 3 Federal soldiers they captured the refugee
whom our men were assisting to cross and a man by the name
of Barnes, who had .made himself obnoxious to them by frequently
bringing information to the Union troops stationed at this ferry.
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No permission was given for Captain Morgan to cross the river,

biit it is usual to render all possible assistance to deserters and refu-

gees desiring to escape from the rebel lines.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
DAVID IRELAND,

Colonel, Commanding Post.

Capt. R. H. Wilbur, A. A. A. G.

MARCH 29-31, 1864.—Scout from Lookout Valley to Deer Head Cove, Ga.

EepoH of Capt. Oeorge W. Woolly, One hundred and second Illi-

nois Infantry.

Hdqrs. One Hundred and Second III. Vol. Inpty.,
Lookout Valley, Tenn., March 31, 1864.

Sir : In accordance with your orders I proceeded with 13 men, on
the night of the 29th, to Trenton, which I reached at daylight of
the 30th, where I remained until 7 o'clock and then moved to the
Easley farm, but having no reliable information of the movements
of the enemy I procured a guide of the name of Long and as-

cended the mountains at that point by what is known as the State
road. I then followed the crest of the mountain to a point oj)posite

Trenton, where I descended by a path known as the Seaton or Silton
Gap, without seeing an enemy. I learned from a resident of the
mountain by the name of McKaig that there were on Sunday last

about 20 or 30 rebel soldiers on the mountain at that point, and last

heard from they were proceeding toward a gap known as Campbell's
Gap on the other side of the mountain. I cotild discover no trace of
an enemy, either by sign of camp or track of horses since the rain.
While at Long's house in the valley, some 4 or 5 miles above Tren-

ton, I discovered a flag on the Raccoon Mountain at a point, I should
judge, about 7 miles above Trenton. Having no glass my view was
very indistinct, but should think it was used for signal purposes

;

and while on Lookout Mountain I obsei'ved smoke in that vicinity,
much resembling the smoke of a camp. One of the I'ebel soldiers
that was on Lookout Mountain on Sunday wished to ascertain from
McKaig the disposition of the Federal forces at Wauhatchie ; also
wished to know if there were Federal forces stationed at Whiteside's,
and also stated that picking up deserters was not his present busi-
ness. He asked McKaig if he (McKaig) thought he could get to
Bridgeport, and rather inferred that he was ordered to that place.
I observed the Lookout Valley from different points on Lookout
Mountain, but could discover no movements of the enemy therein.

GEO. W. WOOLLY,
Captain, Commanding Scout.

Benjamin Harrison,
Col. Comdg. 1st Brig., 1st Div., Eleventh Army Corps.

MARCH 30, 1864.—Scout from Columbus to Clinton and Moscow, Ey.

Report of Col. William H. Lawrence, Iliirty-fourth New Jersey
Infantry.

Hdqrs. op the Post, Columbus, Ky., March 31, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that I accompanied Lieutenant
Stanley on a scout yesterday, with 50 men.
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We proceeded first to Clinton, 13 miles from here. On the road
met 15 of the enemy, who were followed np so fast that they threw
away their arms.
About one-quarter of a mile from Clinton were informed that

there were 300 or more of the enemy in the town, at the entrance to
which IS a strong breast-work; before this rodo 2 or 3 officers, who
appeared so confident that it Avas not thought safe to charge. Skir-
mishers were thrown out, and as they advanced toward the breast-
works the officers galloped off. A charge was immediately made,
but the enemy, between 40 and 60 strong, escaped. Had it not been
for the false information given, the greater part would have been
captured. The party giving it should have been arrested.
Moscow was then headed for; upon arriving within one-quarter of

a mile of the town 13 men were dismounted and sent round by the
railroad to guard the back roads. We then charged into the town.
After this we returned to Columbus, having made 33 miles in nine
hours, capturing 3 Confederate soldiers, 3 conscripts, 3 guerrillas
signalizing the enemy, 3 men who had the enemy and concealed
weapons in their houses, besides arms and about 50 head of horses
and mules.
From information received, the enemy under Faulkner, 1,300

strong, are at Lodgetown ; from there will move this day toward
Jackson, Tenn.

I am, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. HUDSON LAWRENCE,

Colonel 3ith Neiv Jersey Volunteers, Comdg. Post.

Capt. J. H. Odlin,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

MARCH 30, 1864.—Attack on Outpost at Snyder's Bluff, Miss.

Report of Brig. Gen. Lawrence S. Ross, C. S. Army.

Headquarters Texas Cavalry Brigade,
March 31, 1864.

^ -<«

Lieutenant : I have the honor to report that on yesterday morn-
ing I sent Colonel Jones, in command of Third and Ninth Texas
Cavalry, to attack the outpost of the force at Snyder's Bluff, destroy
Yankee plantations, &c. Report just received from him informs me
that he had captured a negro corral, 100 mules, some negroes, burned
all their quarters, and killed 30. He was fighting or skirmishing
with three regiments Yankee infantry and some cavalry in breast-
works when courier left. He will not attack unless an advantage is

offered. "^

Very respectfully, &c., your obedient servant,
L. S. ROSS,

Brigadier- General.

Lieutenant Martin,
Aide-de-Camp and Asst. Adjt. Gen., Jackson's Cav. Div.
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MABCH 30, 1864 Scout from Athens, Ala.

Report of Brig. Gen. Grenville M. Dodge, U. S. Army, commanding
Left Wing, Sixteenth Army Corps.

Athens, Ala.,
March 31, 1864.

We captured the celebrated guerrilla Captain Moore, also Colonel
Mead and 30 men.

G. M. DODGE,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General McPherson,
Huntsville.

MARCH 30, 1864.—Scout from Woodville, Ala.

Report of Brig. Gen. Peter J. Osterhaus, U. S. Army, commanding
First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps.

Woodville, Ala.,
March 31, 1864.

Learning that some of Mead's guerrillas were hovering near
mouth of Clear Creek, 14 miles from here, I sent out an expedition
last night. They have just retui'ned, having gobbled 1 lieiitenant, 1

first sergeant, and 3 men. The captain was not with the party, but
is expected daily from Tennessee River.

P. JOS. OSTERHAUS,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Division.

MaJ. R. R. TowNES,
Huntsville, Ala.

MARCH 30-APRIL 1, 1864.—Reconnaissance from Lookout Valley, Tenn.,

to McLemore's Cove, Ga.

Report of Col. Adolphus Busclibejck^Tiventy-seventh Pennsylvania
Infantry, commanding brigade.

Hdqrs. First Brig., Second Div., Eleventh Corps.
LooTiOut Valley, Tenn., April 5, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to report that, in accordance with
orders received from headquarters Eleventh Army Corps, I left camp
on the morning of March 30 with two regiments of infantry and 50
mounted infantry. Encamped that night between Trenton and
Crawfish Creek, with scouts ahead as far aSVUrawfish Creek. Left
camp March 31 at daybreak, took possession of Johnson's Crook,
keeping the roads to Lebanon and La Fayette well guarded. Went
through Cooper's and Stevens' Gaps, and visited McLemore's Cove.
Was on the mountain ridge, but could perceive nothing of the
enemy.
Loyal citizens informed me that only a few rebel scouts have been

seen there lately. After having reconnoitered the »;ountry well I
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marched at 4 p. m. back toward Trenton ; encamped near Crawfish
Creek ; broke camp at daybreak April 1, and arrived here in the
afternoon.

I am, colonel, respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. BUSCHBECK,
Colonel, Commanding Brigade.

Lieut. Col. T. A. Mysenburg,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Eleventh Corps.

MARCH 31-APRIl 2, 1884.—Scout from Bridgeport, Ala., to Caperton's
Ferry and vicinity.

Report of Col. Charles Candy, Sixty-sixth Ohio Infantry, command-
ing First Brigade, Second Division, Twelfth Army Corps.

Headquarters First Brigade, Second Division,
Bridgeport, Ala., April 2, 1864.

General : In compliance with instructions of the 31st of March,
1864, to proceed with two regiments of this brigade down the south
bank of the Tennessee to reconnoiter the country between this point
and Caperton's Ferry, and capture, if possible, any guerrillas or par-
ties of the enemy that are in the neighborhood, I have the honor to
submit the following report relating to the fulfillment of the same :

Taking the Fifth Ohio and Twenty-eighth Pennsylvania Volun-
teers, about 400 men, I proceeded down the south bank of the Ten-
nessee to the mouth of Island Creek ; encamped for the night.
The morning of the 1st proceeded up the north bank of that creek

and crossed about 1^ miles above Phillips' Mill, down the south bank
of the creek to the river, and thence down the river to Caperton's
Ferry ; sent troops upon all the roads and trails, and completely
scoured the country at the foot of the mountains. Could hear that
straggling parties in squads of from 1 to 10 of the enemy made
visits in that neighborhood, but could not fix upon any parties for
certain who harbored them. At the ferry (Caperton's) learned that
a party of troops stationed on the Stevenson side crossed some time
last week, and had committed some depredations (of what nature
could not positively learn) upon the property of a rebel living some
6 miles below, and the owner had collected a party for the purpose
of retaliation, which they did several days since, wounding 1 or 3
officers, and capturing 3 enlisted men. Frotti Caperton's Ferry took
the mountain road to Winston's as far as Cashe's Mill, near Raccoon
Creek ; encamped for the night.

This morning (the 2d) moved at 6.45 a. m., taking the mountain
road (Long's) in a northerly direction to the crossing of Island
Creek above Phillips' Mill. Several cavalry had passed during the
night, but could not learn where or to which army they belonged
(supposed to the rebel mail carriers). On my arrival at Island Creek,
on my return, I returned the same road I had gjarched, nothing
transpiring worth mentioning or of interest.

At Caperton's house I picked up 3 men who could give no ac-

count of themselves. Finding that they had never taken the oath
of allegiance to the United States, I deemed it right to bring them
to this post. I also brought to this post a mari by the name of Shu-
make, whom I found with passes from both armies and quite a sum
of Confederate money (some $80) in his possession. His mother
(Mrs. Shumake) has been in the habit of drawing rations from the
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Government. In her house I found about 80 bushels of corn, 20 of

wheat, 3 barrels of flour, 10 bushels of rye, and some 300 pounds of

bacon. With the prisoner I brought a horse, saddle, and bridle for

him to ride, the property of his mother. I also picked up two other
horses, and turned them over to the provost-marshal with the pris-

oner ; also the money of Shumake's. Returned with my command
to this post, arriving here about 3 p. m. this day.

All of which is respectfully submitted.
CHAS. CANDY,

Col. Sixty-sixth Ohio Vet. Vols., Commanding Brigade.

Brig. Gen. John W. Geary,
Commanding Second Division.

APRIL 2-4. 1864.—Reconnaissances from Powder Springs Gap toward Rog
ersville and Bull's Gap, Tenn.

Reports of Brig. Gen. Thomas J. Wood, U. S. Army, commanding
Third Division, Fourth Army Corps.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Fourth Army Corps,
Poivder Springs Gap, April 3, 1864—3 p. m.

General : Both of my reconnaissances have returned. Colonel
Anderson, with six regiments of infantry and a detachment of cav-
alry, was sent up this valley with instructions when he reached the
forks of the road above Rutledge (one road leads up the valley, the
other across the Holston toward Bull's Gap, &c. ) to leave a regi-
ment there ; to send three regiments of infantry and a part of the
cavalry iip the valley to Bean's Station, and two regiments and the
remainder of the cavalry to the Holston. These instructions were
carried out. The citizens informed him that the cavalry had left

Rogersville early last week, and they all concurred in the opinion
that Longstreet's forces had been withdrawn toward Virginia. Col-
onel Anderson talked with a Mr. Smith, a well-known Union man
above Rutledge, who told him he believed Longstreet's forces had
or were leaving the State, because all the rebel citizens believed it

and were much depressed about it. Colonel Knefler was sent with
three regiments of infantry up Clinch Valley. He went up the val-
ley to a point opposite and north. o:£ Bean's Station. He saw no
enemy. He was informed that the companies of Home Guards
which he encountered there on his former reconnaissance had joined
the cavalry at Rogersville, and left with it. The citizens told him
the cavalry left Rogersville last Tuesday, and the reported destina-
tion was Georgia. He could obtain no definite information in regard
to Longstreet's movements. The party which I started to Cumber-
land Gap on Thursday last has just returned, bringing the accom-
panying dispatch* from General Garrard. The party passed through
Tazewell going and returning, but saw no en'fcmy. Colonels Ander-
son and Knefler report the roads they marched over as execrable.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
TH. J. WOOD,

Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. J. D. Cox,

Chief of Staff.

* Not found as an iaclosure.
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Powder Springs Gap,
April 4, 1864—9 p. m.

General : Your note of this day evidently, though dated April 5,
is just received. My reconnaissance returned this afternoon, having
been absent three days. Colonel Anderson was sent up this valley with
orders to divide his command beyond Rutledge, sending a portion of
it toward Rogersville and the remainder to the Holstofi, on the road
leading to Bull's Gap, Greeneville, &c. All the citizens informed
him the rebel cavalry had left Rogersville, and all concurred in the
opinion that Longstreet's forces had fallen back, and, as they supposed,
with the intention of leaving the State. A Mr. Smith, a well-known
Union man above Rutledge, told Colonel Anderson he believed this
was the case, because all the rebel citizens believe it to be over the
Watauga. He further said it was generally understood Longstreet's
forces had been withdrawn to Bristol.

I also forwarded yesterday afternoon a dispatch just then received
frorn General Garrard. He reported he had" nothing special to add
to his former dispatch, except the report of several rebel deserters,
who said Jones had fallen back to the salt-works above Abingdon.

I cannot conceive what has become of my dispatch of yesterday
afternoon. It was addressed to General Cox at Strawberry Plains.

Respectfully, your obedient servant,

TH. J. WOOD,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Major-General Schofield.

APRIL 7, 1864.—Skirmish at Woodall's Bridge, Ala.

Report of Brig. Gen. James H. Clanton, C. S. Army.

Headquarters Clanton's Brigade,
Danville, Ala., April 11, 1864.

Captain : I beg to report that on the 2d instant I reached Whites-
burg ; found the enemy shelling my pickets across the Tennessee
River at a distance of 800 yards, but doing no damage. From
Whitesburg I proceeded to this place via Somervillewith 250 men.
On Thursday afternoon, 7th instant, about 6 o'clock, on a reconnais-

sance withmy staff and 40 men, being then in advance of my command
about 8 miles, I met the Yankee cavalry fjom Decatur, 325 strong,

at Woodall's Bridge, 18 miles east of this place, en route to Somer-
ville. I at first supposed and was informed by my guide that they
were Confederates. Their advance fired upon Colonel Lowe and
myself at a distance of 50 yards. With my staff and 40 men I

charged the enemy and he gave way. I then brought up my reserve,

but by this time the enemy had retreated, tearing up the bridges
behind him. I, however, dismounted my command and followed,

but could not overtake him.
The next day (Friday) I reached this point.

On Saturday the enemy's cavalry were out again. I followed it to

within a mile of Decatur, but was unable to overtake it. I drove in

his pickets at this point, losing in this skirmish only 1 horse.

In the engagemeitt referred to on 7th instant my men behaved
well, my staff leading them in the charge.
Col. William Lowe, of Huntsville, was conspicuous for his gallantry.

He dismounted and picked up the colors (which had been dropped
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by a man riding an unruly horse, who had them in charge tempora-
rily) within 100 yards of the enemy under a heavy fire.

My scouts hover around Decatur. The force there is variously esti-

mated from 1,000 to 10,000. I placed it at the former, but believe it

was re-enforced yesterday.

The people in this valley are patriotic and liberal, but cannot sup-

port more than one brigade. I leave in the morning for Moulton and
Russellville to be absent a few days, and will report more fully upon
my return.

I remain, captain, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

JAS. H. CLANTON,
Brigadier- General.

Capt. John C. Burch, A. A. G.

APRIL 8, 1864.—Skirmish at Paint Rock Bridge, Ala.

Report of Lieut. Col. Alfred B. Wade, Seventy-third Indiana In-

fantry.

Headquarters Seventy-third Indiana Infantry,
Larkinsville, Ala., April 11, 18G4.

Sir : I have the honor to report that a squad of 15 men from Com-
pany D of this regiment, under command of Corpl. William H. H.
Reed, met the enemy (supposed by them to number at least 40)

near Paint Rock bridge on the 8th instant. Although surprised and
dri ven back after a short contest, yet the corporal brought his men
into camp in perfect order, with a loss, however, of 1 man killed and
1 severely wounded. The loss of the enemy is unknown, but re-

ported by the men and a citizen negro to vary from 2 to 4 killed,

and 3 wounded.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

A. B. WADE,
Lieutenant-Colonel Seventy-third Indiana.

Lieut. Charles T. Hew^itt, A. A. A. G.

APRIL 10, 1864.—Scout to Dedmon's Trace, Ga.

Report of Col. Robert H. G. Minty'^ Ffnirt.h Michigan Cavalry, com-
manding Second Brigade, Second Cavalry Division.

Hdqrs. Second Brigade, Second Cavalry Division,
Ringgold, Ga., April 10, 1864.

Sir : At 3.30 this a. m. I sent out a party under command of Cap-
tain Warner, Fourth Ohio Cavalry, to endeavor to capture a rebel
picket of 50 men, stationed near the Dedmon Trace. In consequence
of the want of knowledge of their actual poi^tion Captain Warner
struck the picket from the north instead of the east, and succeeded
in captui-ing but 4 of them, privates of the Second and Fourth
Tennessee Cavalry. There are two brigades, Humes' and Wade's,
stationed at Tiyinel Hill, under command of General Kelly.

I am, respectfully, your obedient servant,
R. H. G. MINTY,
Colonel, Commanding.

Brig. Gen. Whipple, Chief of Staff.
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APRIL 11, 1864.—Scout from Stevenson to Caperton's Ferry, Ala., and
vicinity.

Report of Maj. Leivis E. Stegman, One hundred and second Neiv
York Infantry.

Hdqrs. 103d New York Veteran VoLtrNTEERS,
Stevenson, Ala., April 12, 18G4.

Captain : I have the honor to report that in conformity with the
orders and instructions received from your headquarters, dated April
10, 1864, I proceeded with a detachment of 60 men and 3 commis-
sioned ofiicers to arrest several prominent citizens residing on the
south bank of the Tennessee River, near Caperton's Ferry.
The detachment commenced its march at 4a. m. on the morning of

the 11th, and proceeded directlj-'to the north bank of the river. There,
with the aid and assistance of Lieutenants Merriam and Brown, 0]ie
hundred and forty-ninth New York Volunteers, we were quickly
embarked in scows, dug-outs, and pontoon-boats, and, after much
difiiculty, succeeded in effecting a crossing. Immediately upon
reaching the south bank I deployed a strong line of skirmishers,
under command of Lieutenant Kelsey, and marched swiftly up the
road to our first point of destination. In the mean time, however,
I had captured two young men loimging near the river bank, and
impressing one to act as a guide I forwarded the other to the north
bank under guard, to be held as hostage for the good behavior of
his brother. We reached the residence of Mr. Hugh Caperton, and,
discovering said person in an adjacent field, I immediately arrested
him. Following the lower mountain road, under the direction of
our guide, I filed to the right, halting for a moment at the house of
a Mr. Marshall, a citizen desirous of taking the oath, and, after
some conversation, gaining information, I proceeded onward, arrest-

ing Mr. Adam Caperton, and discovering by search and inquiry that
Mr. Thomas Caperton, one of the parties noticed for arrest, was a
soldier in the rebel service, and had not been at home or seen in his
immediate neighborhood for several months past. Retracing our
steps, throwing out another line of skirmishers to our then front
and holding our former first line as rear guard, I advanced to the
left of Mr. Hugh Caperton's (as noted on appended diagram*) and
advanced to the residence of Mr. John ^. .^aperton. This person I

discovered to be absent from home, having gone to the top of the
mountain. From searching inquiry I became convinced that this

man has been endeavoring for more than a week to reach Stevenson
for the purpose of taking the oath of allegiance. We then pro-
ceeded to the late residence of Mr. Sam. Norwood, finding, how-
ever, that he had long since vacated, removing to some inner county,
his present place of residence. I arrested the man who at present
occupies the premises first named, a person named John Loweree.
The house noticed on the map as Norwood's h(5tise, near the coal
bank, on the mountain top, has been utterly destroyed by fire. In
each case I made thorough investigation, searching the premises for

all articles contraband of war, but discovered nothing. Houses and
outhouses, pens for* animals, everything bearing the look of a de-
pository for guns or Government property were diligently scrutinized,

without effect.

* Not found.
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Having accomplished tlie object of my mission, to the extent of

my ability, and believing that further search would be as ineffectual

and fruitless as previous search has proven, I returned to the ferry

and north bank of the river, thence to Stevenson, where I delivered

the persons of Messrs Hugh and Adam Caperton and Mr. John
Loweree into your charge and keeping.
In the course of my investigations I became acquainted with the

fact that a strong guerrilla rendezvous exists at Kaccoon Creek,
about 7 miles from Caperton's Ferry, under the leadership of a per-

son named Cox. This man, with some 15 or 30 comrades, had dashed
through the valley on Thursday or Friday last, committing serious

depredations. This man is the same person who attacked the detach-
ment of the Sixty-sixth Ohio a few weeks ago.

A rumor prevails in the valley that some 1,500 of Morgan's men
are congregated in the mountains.
Numerous individuals in the valley and on the mountains are

desirous of taking the oath of allegiance.

The arrested Caperton brothers are considered the wealthiest and
most influential men in the valley. Both have nephews and sons
in the rebel army ; Mr. Loweree has two sons in the service of the
rebels.

The roads are in execrable condition, miry and rocky.
I must render proper thanks to the officers and men assisting me,

all from the Sixtieth New York, for alacrity and obedience to every
command and the endeavor to do more than I required. I cannot
too highly compliment them.
The expedition is under many obligations to Lieutenants Merriam

and Brown, of the One hundred and forty-ninth New York, for their
diligence and attention in ferrying the command over the river and
return.

I am, captain, with great respect, your very obedient servant,
LEWIS R. STEGMAN,

Major 102d N. Y. V. V., Comdg. Detch. 60th N. Y. V. V.

Capt. S. B. Wheelock,
Acting Assistant Adjutant- General.

AFBIL 11, 1864.—Afiair near Kelly's Plantation, Sulphur Springs Road, Ala.

Reports of Capt. William Jessup, Fifth Ohio Cavalry.

Sledge's Plantation, Ala.,
April 12, 1864.

Colonel : I have the following report to make :

As my wagon, containing ten days' rations, a quantity of ammu-
nition, and some clothing, camp and garrison equipage, was return-
ing from Huntsville, Ala. , it was attacked nea\ Kelly's plantation,
on the Sulphur Springs road, by a band of robbers, captured, and
burned with all it contained. Three of the escort were also taken
prisoners, and 6 mules and harness.
As soon as I learned of the affair I immediately went in pursuit,

and was not half an hour behind them. They went west about 14
miles, and then bore to the north. At dark I was but ten minutes
behind them. At this point roads led in every direction, and it was
impossible for me to trail them farther.
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I started this morning with all of the available force of this de-.

tachment, and will find their hiding place, if such a thing be pos-
sible. The men have no rations, and I send by bearer a provision
return for same rations as before.

Colonel, I am, very respectfuUv, your obedient servant,
WM. JESSUP,

Captain, Commanding Detachment.
Col. C. R. Wever, Comdg. Post, Huntsville.

Sledge's Plantation, Ala., April 13, 1864.

Colonel : I have not been able to learn anything from the 3 men
who were captured on the 11th instant. I found the trail of the
robbers at Whitter's, on the Fayetteville road, 8 miles soutlaeast of
that place, at 10.30 a. m., April 12. I learned from a citizen that
they had with them but 4 mules and 2 horses, and no prisoners.
What has become of the 3 men and 2 mules I was unable to learn.
I sent a detachment to the place where we left them the night of the
11th, but owing to the rain they were iinable to find any trace of
them. The citizens around there declared they had not seen a rebel
since Wheeler passed.

I followed the trail that I found about 20 miles through the most
barren and desolate country that could be imagined. The robbers
used every precaution to prevent being followed, and in many in-
stances I was compelled to dismount and follow a single track until
they all joined again. Notwithstanding all the trouble we had to
make out their trail we gained on them. When we first struck their
trail they were three hours ahead of us, and when we were compelled
to give up the pursuit they were not an hour ahead of us. From all

appearances where we were bewildered there must be a large force
in that vicinity. The ground was marked in all directions with
innumerable tracks, quite fresh. It was impossible to tell from
whence they came or where they went.

After spending the day in a fruitless search I returned to camp. I

believe that a certain citizen named Benjamin Griffith knows more
about the destruction of my wagon than he is disposed to tell. I

sent a wagon to his house some time since for some bed clothing
belonging to some negroes who had left him, and he was heard soon
afterward to make the remark that he "would have that wagon
captiired and burned," and the deed has-been performed. The near-
est house is this same Griffith's. I have sent a detachment to-day
to take the back trail from where I found it, and try and learn some-
thing of my men.

I am, colonel, verv resbectfully, your obedient servant,
WM. JESSUP,

Captain Fifth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry.

Col. C. R. Wever, Comdg. Post, Huntsville.

AFBIL 11-13, 1864.—Beconnaissance from Rossville to La Fayette, 6a.

Pejjort of Col. Carter Van Vleck, Seventy-eighth Illinois Infantry.

Hdqrs. Seventy-eighth Illinois Vol. Infantry,
Near Rossville, Ga., April 13, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to reportmy return with my command
from the reconnaissance to La Fayette.
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I left camp soon after daylight on the morning of the 11th instant,

and marched the same day to within 1 mile of La Fayette. I heard

nothing of the enemy, excepting 4 scouts, who came from the direc-

tion of La Fayette, and passing through Catlett's Gap came to a point

near Crawfisli Spring and returned. I reached La Fayette soon after

sunrise on the morning of the 12th instant, and could hear of none

of the enemy having been in that vicinity (excepting, the 4 above

mentioned) later than the 3d instant, when there were 137 cavalry

from near Dalton at La Fayette, and this side to near Catlett's Gap.

From all I could learn, I am satisfied that there is no considerable

force this side of Taylor's Ridge, and the enemy seem to be concen-

trating all their forces at or near Dalton. From La Fayette I passed

through Blue Bird Gap (which I found very much obstructed, so as

to be entirely impassable for wagons or artillery), and encamped 1

mile this side of Thornton's, in Chattanooga Valley, having crossed

Mission Ridge at a point opposite Blue Bird Gap. I returned to camp
at 3 p. m. to-day. Citizens in Chattanooga Valley reported to me
that there was a force of 16 rebel cavalry from the vicinity of Dal-

ton at Bailey's and other points in the valley, on the 4th instant, but

I think from what I could learn that they were our own scouts.

Most respectfully submitted.
CARTER VAN VLECK,

Colonel, Commanding.
Capt. T. W. Morrison,

Asst. Adjt. Gen., Second Division, Fourteenth Army Corps.

AFEIL 12, 1864.

—

Skirmish near Florence, Ala.

Report of Col. Samuel S. Ives, Thirty-fifth Alabama Infantry.

Hdqrs. Thirty-fifth Alabama Regiment,
Newhurg, Ala., April 15, 1864.

Colonel : I have the honor to report my command still encamped
at this place.

On the night of the 13th instant detachments of the Twenty-sev-
enth Alabama and my regiment, commanded by Colonel Jackson
and myself, crossed the Tennessee near Tuscumbia and surprised a
camp of the enemy 4 miles distant from the river, killing 3, cajjtur-

ing 3 commissioned officers, 38 non-commissioned officers and pri-

vates, and 1 negro sutler, together with a considerable number of

horses, mules, arms, equipments, &c., comprising the larger portion

of Company G, Ninth Ohio Cavalry. I brought off my detachment
entire, sustaining no loss whatever. One-half the prisoners I took
charge of, and have this day forwarded them to Tuscaloosa with a
guard of 1 captain and 14 inen, to be turned over to the provost-

marshal of that district. Twenty-eight horses and mules were capt-

ured by my command, which I have iised for'ihe purpose of send-

ing the prisoners and guard forward, directing that on their arrival

at Tuscaloosa a sufficient number be retained to insure the speedy
return of the guard, and that the remainder be turned over. What-
ever number may be retained for the purpose above stated I shall

hold subject to order, and in the mean time use them for the purpose
of sending out squads in search of deserters, &c. , the character of a
portion of this country rendering it physically impossible for infan-



Chap. 2L1V.] EECONNAISSANCE TO VICINITY OF TRIANA, ALA. 663

try to traverse it. I incurred no risk whatever, being fully posted
iis to the position and numbers of the enemy. My intimate knowl-
edge of that section would enable me to do the enemy great damage
if I Avas fully authorized to act. I shall do nothing, however, to
jeopardize my command without further orders.

Since the date of my last report G have joined by conscription and
I have arrested 4 deserters belonging to my regiment , and 4 belong-
ing to other commands. I have but little confidence in a portion of
those we are now conscripting unless they are retained in this sec-
tion. In that event the probability is that they will make good sol-
diers.

I am, sir, very respectfully,

S. S. IVES,
Colonel, Comdg. Thirty-fifth Alabama Jicgiment

Lieut. Col. Thomas M. Jack,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Demopolis, Ala.

AFBIL 12-16, 1864.—Reconnaissance from Bridgeport down t5ie Tennessee
River to vicinity of Triana, Ala.

Report of Brig. Oen. John W. Geary, IT. S. Army, commanding
Second Division, Twelfth Army Corps.

Hdqrs. Second Division, Twelfth Army Corps,
Bridgeport, Ala., April IG, 1864.

General : I have the honor to report the progress and results of
an expedition down the Tennessee River, made in pursuance of orders
of the major-general commanding, under date of April 10, instant

:

Owing to the high state of water it was found impossible to pass
the steam-boat Chickamauga, which rejjorted from above on the
1 1th, by the main stream under the bridge at this point. The draw-
bridge on the opposite side of the island being imperfect and inoper-
ative, she was not ready for the embarkation of the troops until
noon of the 12th.

We steamed from Bridgeport at 3 o'clock on the afternoon of the
]2tli, having on board and in two scows alongside the Seventh and
Sixty-sixth Ohio, detachments of the Twenty-eighth and One hun-
dred and forty-seventh Pennsylvania, and one section of Knap's
Pennsylvania battery, in all aboat 800 "mgn, with an ample supply
of ammunition and ten days' rations. • I manned a 12-pounder how-
itzer and a small mountain howitzer upon the boat. These addi-
tional pieces proved very serviceable.

At an early hour I dispatched 14 of the First Alabama Cavalry,
all that were available, along the south side of the river to Island
Creek for information, and to destroy all boats in that stream, which
they accomplished.
We passed down the river by Island and Widow's Creeks and

Caperton's Ferry, Coon Island, and Coon and Mud Creeks, Bellefonte
Islands, and Riley's Creek. I had dispatched detachments of infan-
try and the cavalry along the south side to advance by way of Cedar
Bluff, Caperton's F^rry, and Crowton, to a jjoint about 5 miles up
Raccoon Creek, descending that stream and destroying all boats on
it ; thence to Riley's Creek, demolishing crafts secreted in the bushes.
These orders were satisfactorily executed by 7.30 o'clock in the even-
ing.
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Riley's Creek was fovmrl to he a very rugged stream, difficult and
of little importance.
My scouting forces reported men from Johnston's army up Raccoon

Creek valley, scouting for information. Also, that Davenport's and
Witherspoon's men were maneuvering through that section.

At 8.15 p. m. we arrived at Larkin's Landing, where we halted for

the night. I here found the Fifty-fifth Illinois and two sections of

artillery, and the post commanded by Lieut. Col. D. C. Coleman,
Eighth Missouri, with whom I communicated, deriving from him
information (based on reports of scouts and refugees) that the rebels

had a continuous chain of pickets from Lebanon ranging on the

south side of Town Creek to Guntersville, which village was now
picketed by Captain Smith's force of about 100 men. Their next
location in body was opposite Whitesburg. Lieutenant-Colonel

Coleman had been informed several days previously that rebel cav-

alry had been seen moving from the neighborhood of Town Creek and
Guntersville toward Decatur; also that two divisions of cavalry

were at Gadsden, 20 miles southwest of Guntersville, and that Rod-
dey and Wheeler were in command ; Wheeler had been in Gunters-
ville the week before.

Starting at 6.50 a m. on the 13th, having been prevented moving
earlier by a heavy fog, we passed through the pontoon below Lar-
kin's Ferry. In South Santa Creek we found biit two boats, which
were required by Colonel Coleman's command ; at Roman's Ferry
found one boat. Reached Seven-Mile Island at 7.40 a. m., and found
a mail-route across the head of it. We broke up the lifle by sinking
the boat used for it moored in the bushes. No other boats were
found on the margin of the island, but we discovered one at Buck's
Island, and also at Law's Ferry. From this point beyond we found
a continuous chain of mountains on our left with arable land on the
river banks, and heavy swamps and morasses between it and the
foot of the mountain. Many farms were under cultivation, but the
majority of the laborers fled from the fields toward the rebel pickets
as we approached, and several fine cotton plantations were visible, one
near Guntersville and one opposite Buck's Island. I notified those
who remained of the restrictions upon boat-building.
We discovered a slough running from the river about a mile be-

fore reaching Town Creek, which debouched semicircularly to the
mountain base and found outlet at Gunter's Landing. Farther be-
yond on the north side was anot)ter»small inlet, leaving a narrow
peninsula in the stream, and on the south side opposite was a suc-
cession of estuaries, bayous, and indentations which were encountered
frequently beyond Guntersville, covered with heavy underbrush.
The enemy could, with these morasses between them and troops
landed upon the thickly wooded banks, possess every advantage of
position ; and in them boats could be secreted beyond the possibility
of perception, without minute search.
We ran up Town Creek and examined it tp near its junction with

Black Oak Creek, and also some distance up*Sliort Creek, finding 2
scows and a canoe. Proceeding thence to Guntersville, found the
river picketed with cavalry, which extended from Lebanon along
the south baqk of Town Creek, crossing Short Creek to Gunters-
ville, which we reached at 10 a. m. A body of rebel cavalry was
drawn up on a hill to the south of the town. Having landed a de-
tachment of infantry and thrown out skirmishers toward Gunters-
ville and the mountains to its right, with orders to advance so as to
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encircle the enemy's position to cover the movement, we steamed up
the creek until opposite the town, which lay envaled between the
mountains screened from river view.
The rebel pickets along the creek and adjacent to the .river fell

back rapidly to their reserve on the hill before the advance of my
skirmish line. Simultaneous with this, I opened with artillery from
the three decks of the boat upon the main force, which s^ood a short
time, wavered, and dispersed, some seeking refuge in the town, to
whijch I then directed my shots and dislodged them. Under cover
of the artillery, the skirmish line rapidly approached the enemy's
position, and were in possession of the town and the rebel position
about a half hour after the operations against it were commenced.
We captured a mail and five boats, one of which was a large

ferry-boat, which had been taken from Roman's Ferry, 6 miles below
Larkin's Fsrry, to Guntersville, to cross the party under Captain
Smith, which captured our pickets at Claysville a short time since.

The enemy fled so rapidly on our approach that we took no prison-
ers, but several riderless horses indicated that our fire had not been
without effect. The enemy had retired precipitately toward the
Warrenton line, and all the pickets had left Town Creek immedi-
ately upon the attack upon Guntersville. The troops here and in
the vicinity consisted principally of companies of Captains Smith,
Buck May, Peter Whitecotton, Peter Dollard, and L. Mead—in all,

about 350 to 300 men.
Having notified some of the inhabitants (the majority of them

fled) of the restrictions placed upon them, we visited the next small
creek, the mouth of a nameless stream running in from the direction

of Helicon Postoffice, Shoal Creek, near the falls of the same, and
found several boats ; as also in the small streams between the latter

and Cane Creek, the latter secreting two; also one each in the
mouths of Dry and Blue Spruce Creeks. At 11.30 a. m. we passed
Port Deposit and Paint Rock River at 13. 15.

At Wild Goat Cove, discovered places for manufacturing saltpeter

and in this vicinity the banks lined with refugees, some 40 or 50 ap-

pearing within a space of little more than a mile. The banks were
so overflown with water that men could be landed only with great

difficulty and delay, and in most places not at all. My men were
kept constantly under arms from Town Creek to the farthest point

reached, as a desultory firing was kept up along the shore, returned
whenever opportunity presented, and with visible effect in some in-

stances. Both going and returning we*received occasional shots

from bushwhackers on the north side. The least impregnable posi-

tions of the southern shore were protected with rifle-pits and earth-

works, of which there were many, which we closely inspected from
the boat. When passing Flint River, where the enemy had a post, they
discharged several volleys at us from places so sheltered that they
could not be seen. Some of their balls passed over the heads of the
officers on the iipper deck, and several entirely throiigh the boat.

Two men of the Seventh Ohio were wounded, 1 thrsugh the face and 1

in the head. Two of the rebels were picked off bymy sharpshooters.

We put in at Whitesburg at 3. 30 p. m. , opposite two rebel forts, which
offered no molestation. I here found Lieutenant-Colonel Hall, Fifty-

sixth Illinois, in command, the post being garrisoned by 385 infantry,

48 cavalry of the Fifth Ohio and Fourth Missouri, and a section of the
Sixth Wisconsin Battery.

Colonel Hall informed me that a rebel brigade of cavalry under
General Clanton, with a minor force of infantry, was stationed op-
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posite, between Wliitesburg and the mountains below, who were
supposed to be building boats for early launching. A rebel brigade
of cavalry lay encamped in a cove back of Lacy's Spring (the latter

situation also rendered to me by a negro) and a still larger force was
6 miles back from the river. They showed themselves daily oppo-
site Whitesburg in parties of from 15 to 30 behind the fork. No
artillery had yet been seen by him. The rebels were extensively
scouting and patroling the country from Decatur to Paint Rock.
The Federal side was picketed about a mile each way from this post,

and beyond that unguarded to near Decatur. His patrols had re-

ported the enemy occupying both sides of the river at Triana in large
force on the south side, as though intending to effect a crossing for
an expedition at that jjoint.

At 4. 30 p. m. we left Whitesburg, and discovered, a short distance
above Indian Creek, a column of infantry, about two strong regi-
ments, moving rapidly in a small vale on the south side toward a
high rocky bluff, well fortified by nature, presenting a precipitous
wall to the river, evidently intending to dispute our passage. We
halted the boat and opened a warm fire upon them from the four
pieces for fifteen minutes, and shelled a party which was already on
the bluffs, and then ran past. Getting a south view of the hills, we
found some of them had concealed themselves in the plantation huts
and houses, which we shelled, driving them out. We moved but a
short distance and were near Triana, when we found on the north
side a force fully equal to my own, in line of battle with skirmishers
out, in a low, swampy, secreted place, densely wooded, and a force
much larger on the hills on the south side, with a piece of artillery
about being put in position upon them. We were near enough to dis-
tinguish all this with the naked eye. They presented an insuperable
barrier to the passage of so frail a boat, whose decks threatened to
give way even at the rebound of our own jjieces, and with boiler and
engine exposed. The men were necessarily huddled together, and
there was no shelter for scarcely a single man. The enemy had either
crossed, bent upon our annihilaticm, below the bluffs, where we had
destroyed a very large boat, or at Triana, or at both places.

It was inevitable that immediately in front of us, in our condition,
was the useless sacrifice not only of the boat, but necessarily of many
lives, for a single cannon-shot would go through her, and fully sat-
isfying myself of the situation and of the impossibility of .passing
the narrows near Triana with the ^concentration of forces lipon us,
and being informed at the point where we got the boat that a full
battery was hourly expected at Triana, and believing that the recon-
naissance as far as made, about 110 miles from Bridgeport and within
14 miles of Decatur, came within the spirit of my orders, I resolved
to regain the position at Guntersville before morning and if possi-
ble before the artillery, expected from the vicinity of Gadsden to
intercept us, could reach that point,

I therefore directed the course of the boat up stream, and we
reached Whitesburg shortly after dark. Ori» the route we shelled
parties of cavalry on the south side. I here informed Lieutenant-
Colonel Hall of the position of the enemy, and learned that a force
of rebels had been on the north side a few days before, having
crossed at the mouth of Cane Creek into Flint River, at which place
we had destroyed all the boats. Scoiits also reported to me that
those that had been sunk in Paint Rock River were all that could
be found in it.
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Furnishing the command at Whiteshurg with ammunition, we
again got under way and carefully examined every stream along the
north bank of Seven-Mile Island. We halted a short time opposite
Guntersville, at 2 a. m. of the 14th, and then passed to Roman's Ferry,
where I gleaned from citizens that 1,500 cavalry had passed south-
westwardly from Lebanon on Saturday, in the direction of Gadsden.
All their information tended toward a concentration westward of
Gadsden.
At Larkin's Landing I was informedby Lieutenant-Colonel Coleman

that after we had passed down the river, the day before (the 1.3th),

three regiments of rebel cavalry passed from near Lebanon for the
direction of Guntersville.
At Beliefontewas stationed the Nineteenth Indiana,* but no pickets

were found along the river. A pai'ty I sent ashore in front of that
place took several prisoners, one a member of Captain Smith's com-
pany of cavalry. He fled and was fired upon before taken. He
stated that of our forces at Claysville, 3 men were killed, 1 wounded,
and 37 taken prisoners. Of the rebels, 2 were killed and 5 wounded,
1 of whom was Captain Smith.
At various points along the north side of the river I communicated

with the citizens, and instructed them as to what is required of them.
In addition to the statements regarding the movements of the enemy
tendered me, and rendered in this report, I gleaned from most relia-
ble and intelligent sources, the parties having peculiar advantages
for getting information, and who furnished it from personal knowl-
edge, that 1,000 of Roddey's men arrived at Hendrixville, Ala.,
on Saturday evening last, were there joined by 1,000 more of the
same on Sunday evening, and on Tuesday at daybreak the entire
force started off on the Guntersville road. They stated they were to
be followed by another brigade on Tuesday evening. Six pieces of
artillery left Collinsville on Tuesday morning, going westward.
Following the cavalry, my informant learned from officers that this

force had intended to attack the forces at Larkin's Landing, destroy
the pontoon bridge, and then go to Decatur for aggressive operations.
They received some news supposed by him to be adverse to their
plans, held a consultation and relinquished the design, giving as a
reason that the roughness of the roads would preclude its being car-

ried successfully into effect. They then took the road to Warrenton,

leaving Guntersville 4 miles to the right, and by way of the Som-
erville road to Pontague Valley, and then by a river road they moved
to near Triana. " *

All the forces lately moving toward Gadsden have collected about
the Blue Mountain in the vicinity of Jacksonville, Calhoun County,
to feed their stock, there being large supplies of corn through that
section, and visibly to protect the Montevallo Railroad from Selma
to Jacksonville, which they think we design attempting to take.

They are kept informed of our movements through bodies kept mov-
ing on the river route. These statements are corroborative of a
movement of the enemy's forces by way of Warre\ton and toward
Somerville, which had been going on for some days previously. This
preparation to oppose us also revealed their point of concentration.
Upon the return trip the repeated appearance of hostile groups

necessitated the menteing under arms as upon the outward journey.
We reached this station at 2 o'clock this morning.

*A mistake. The Nineteenth was in the Army of the Potomac. It was probably
the One hundredtli Indiana.
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Upon the expedition we destroyed forty-seven boats. Our casualties

are : Private James B. Auxer, Company F, Seventh Ohio Volunteers,

funshot wound through face ; Private William H. Poor, Company
', Seventh Ohio Volunteers, gunshot wound in head ; Private Martin

T. Britton, Company D, Seventh Ohio Volunteers, gunshot wound
in right hand. We took prisoners with arms : J. H. Cunningham,
Smith's Alabama Cavalry, L. M. Swan, G. J. Bain, J. M. Gullitte.

With the mail I forward you by messenger seventeen $1,000 Ten-
nessee and Coosa Railroad bonds, taken at Guntersville.

Capt. John Newton, of the Chickamauga, is deserving of official

mention for the zeal and interest he manifested in his connection
with the expedition.
Hoping the reconnaissance may meet with the approbation of the

major-general commanding, I have the honor to be, general, very
respectfully, your obedient servant,

JNO. W. GEARY,
Brigadier-General. Commanding.

Brig. Gen. W. D. Whipple, A. A. O.

[Indorsement.]

Headquarters Department of the Cumberland,
Chattanooga, April ]7, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded to the assistant adjutant-general, headquar-
ters Military Division of the Mississippi, for the information of Major-
General Sherman, with expressions of satisfaction at the manner in
which Brig. Gen. John W. Geary conducted his expedition and the
results which followed. From the information furnished by General
Geary, and that derived from other sources, there seems to be founda-
tion for the rumor that the enemy intend attacking our railroad
communications from a southwesterly direction.

GEO. H. THOMAS,
Major- General, U. S. Volunteers, Commanding.

APRIL 13, 1864.—Skirmish at Mink Springs, near Cleveland, Tenn.

REPORTS.
No. 1.—Col. Edward M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding brigade.

No. 2.—Capt. James M. Comstock, FirsJ; Wisconsin Cavalry.

No. 1.

Reports of Col. Edtvard M. McCooTc, Second Indiana Cavalry, com-
manding brigade.

Cleveland, Tenn., April 13, 1864.

I have the honor to report that this morning at daylight the
enemy, about 800 strong, surrounded and attacked our outpost at
Mink Springs at crossing of Ducktown and^Federal roads, capturing
—, two of whom were wounded. Captain Smith, topographical
engineer of General Johnson's staff, was captured with his papers.
No blame attached to the conduct of men. I have sent an adequate
force in pursuit, and hope to overtake the enemy.

EDWARD M. McCOOK,
Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. J. E. Jacobs,
Assistant Adjutant-General.
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Cleveland, Tenn.,
April 13, 1864.

There was an omission in dispatch sent this morning. One com-
missioned officer and 18 men were captured, 3 of whom were wounded.

EDWARD M. McCOOK.
Capt. J. E. Jacobs,

Assistant Adjutant- General.

No. 3.

Report of Capt. James M. Comstock, First Wisconsin Cavalry.

Camp First Wisconsin Cavalry,
Cleveland, East Tenn., April 15, 1864.

Sir : I have the honor to report that I was stationed on outpost
duty on the Cleveland and Ducktown road, 6 miles from Cleveland,
on the morning of the 13th of April, 1864, with 3 commissioned offi-

cers and 100 men. I sent Lieutenant Caldwell, in command of 35
men, all of the First Wisconsin Cavalry, to relieve an outpost picket
4 miles beyond on the same road.
On the morning of the 13tli instant, at daybreak, I was informed

through the citizens that a large body of the enemy's cavalry, prob-
ably 1,500 strong, was advancing in the direction of the outpost, 4
miles beyond me. I immediately dispatched a party in the direction
of the picket, and ascertained that they had been attacked at day-
light on all sides by largely superior numbers ; that after resisting

a short time, in which 1 rebel was reported killed and 1 wounded,
the lieutenant and 19 men, with arms, horses, and equipments, were
captured ; 3 of the latter were wounded. Six men escaped, losing

all of their horses and equipments and a portion of their arms.
I have the honor to be, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

J. M. COMSTOCK,
Captain First Wisconsin Cavalry, Commanding Outpost.

Capt. Robert Le Roy.
Assistant Adjutant-General, First Cav. Div.

AFBIL 13, 1864.—Skirmishes near Secatnr, Ala.

Report of Maj. John H. Kuhn, Ninth Illinois Infantry (mounted).

Headquarters Ninth Illinois Infantry,
Decatur, Ala., April 14, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report that I have had scouting

parties out on the different roads leading from this place for the

past few days, who report no heavy force of the enemy, but squads
or companies on all the roads, fprming an almost unHroken chain of

pickets, an average distance of about 6 miles from this city.

Last night I ordered a small party, under Lieutenant Oates, to

make a second effort to pass to the rear of the enemy, on the Moul-
ton and Decatur and Moulton and Conrtland roads, in order to effect

a passage. I ordered two companies under Captain Hughes to drive

in the enemy's pickets and pursue them as far as prudent and then
fall back. Lieutenant Oates being instructed at the same time to jjass

over the mountains toward Mount Hope. Captain Hughes came in
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about 11 p. m., and reported that he was strenuously opposed by a
party of rebel scouts and pickets, which he drove back of the cross-

roads about 10 miles in the mountains. Lieutenant Oates returned
in the latter part of the night, reporting that the enemy held all the
roads and mountain passes by which they can be penetrated. He
met with no large force, but sentinels and squads, siifficiently strong
and evidently posted to give alarm and capture deserters, making
their way to our lines. Lieutenant Oates left the mountains and
crossed over to the Courtland road, about 8 miles below this place.

He had severe skirmishing with four different parties of these scouts

and pickets, losing 1 horse killed from under one of his men.
I have now four companies out scouting and on guard duty. Four

companies will be sent to make the attempt to go to Triana, and
two will go out on the roads leading south and west of town as soon
as those now out return.

I am, sir, verv respectfully, your obedient servant,

JOHN H. KUHN,
Major Ninth Illinois Infantry, Commanding.

Capt. F. F. Whitehead, A. A. O.

APRIL 15, 1864.—Skirmish near Greeneville, Tenn.

Report of Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, U. S. Army, commanding
Department of the Ohio.

Knoxville, Tenn., Aj^ril 16, 18G4.

The Third Indiana Cavalry, reconnoitering beyond Greeneville
yesterday, surprised a party of rebel cavalry, killed 10 and captured
15, including their leader, Reynolds. Nothing new relative to the
movements of the enemy.

J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Major- General.

Major-General Sherman, Nashville, Tenn.

APRIL 17, 1864.—Affair at Flint River, Ala.

Report of Maj. John H. Ktihn, Nin^i Illinois Infantry {mounted).

Hdqrs. Ninth Illinois Volunteer Infantry,
Decatur, Ala., April 17, 1864.

Sir : I respectfully report that I sent a scouting party of a sergeant
and 10 privates out on the Somerville road at 7.30 a. m. to-day. The
party found about 150 of the enemy this side of Flint River, divided
into two parties. The advance party of the enemy, numbering about
100, permitted my scouting party to pass by,them unmolested some
distance, and then closed in on them, cuttin^off their retreat. Two
of my men are known to have been captured ; the rest of them took
to the woods, only 1 of whom has yet come in. , The rebels were
within 1 mile pf the mill on Flint River.

Respectfully, yours, &c.,
JOHN H. KUHN,

Major Ninth Illinois Infantry, Commanding.

Capt. F. W. Fox, A. A. G.
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AP£IL 18, 1864.—Skirmish near Decatur, Ala.

Report of Brig. Gen. James C. Veateh, U. S. Army, commanding
Fourth Division, Sixteenth Army CorjJS.

Hdqrs. Fourth Division, Sixteenth Army Corps,
Decatur, Ala., April 18, 1864.

Major Fairfield, First Alabama, came onto the rebel'picket on the
Conrtland road this morning, about 3 miles out. He drove them in,

and pushed them until they showed a force too strong for him.
I sent Major Kulm with 340 men to support him. This force drove

them back to the main body, about 5 miles from here. They showed
no inclination to engage until they reached the main force. Citizens
reported that Roddey was there in person, having arrived yesterday.
All quiet on all the roads. A force of about 200 appeared on the
Somerville road this morning.

JAMES C. VEATCH,
Brigadier- General.

Brigadier-General Dodge,
Comdg. Left Wing, Sixteenth Army Corps, Athens.

APRIL 18-20, 1864 Expedition from Burkesville, Ky., to Obey's River,

Tenn.

Report of Col. James W. Weatherford, Thirteenth Kentucky Cavalry.

Burkesville, April 20, 1864.

Captain Watson just returned ; captured 8 prisoners ; had fight at

Obey's River ; Hughs scattered his men ; killed and wounded some of

them ; have one that murdered one of my men (Niel Creelsboro) in

October last.

J. W. WEATHERFORD,
Colonel Thirteenth Kentucky Cavalry.

Brig. Gen. E. H. Hobson.

APRIL 19, 1864.—Operations against Unionists in Marion County, Ala.

Repoii of Col. Dud. W. Jones, Ninth Texas Cavalry.

Headquarters Detachment Texas Brigade,
Tuscaloosa, Ala., April 27, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to report to Brigadier-General Arm-
strong, commanding division, that in obedience to orders from Gen-
eral Jackson I left Tuscaloosa on the morning of the 19th instant in

command of detachments from the Sixth and Ninth Texas Cavalry

Regiments (commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Ross and Major
Bates, respectively), and Captain Lee's squadron, 'vfrom the Third

Texas Cavalry, amounting in all to about 300 men. I proceeded ac-

cording to instructions to operate against the tories, who were re-

ported to be in open resistance in Marion County, Ala. On the

route a small party of my men were fired into by a party of men
dressed in Federal uniform. The tories immediately fled and were
hotly pursued, but getting into the hills they made their escape. I

learned on my return that one of these men was a captain in the

Federal army, and down there on recruiting service. The others
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were tories belonging to the Yankee army and at home on furlough.
When I reached Marion County I found that the reports in regard
to the tories had been greatly exaggerated, and that there were
none of them in open resistance. There are a great many deserters
there in the woods and a good many of them are armed, and I

learned that secret organizations existed among them, but saw no
evidence of an open resistance.

In regard to the case of Captain Woodward, which I was ordered
to investigate, I found the captain with an order to recruit and
organize a battalion, given him by Colonel Patterson, commanding
a brigade in General Roddey's command, and a letter of instructions
from the same, which I herewith transmit. Deeming his authority
insufficient, I brought Captain Woodward and all of the men that he
had with him in with me. Finding that I could not longer remain
in Marion County, owing to the great scarcity of forage, after re-

maining two days I determined to report with my command at
Tuscaloosa.

I captured a good many conscripts and deserters, and succeeded
in reaching this place with about 50 men whom I found absent from
their commands without proper authority.

Respectfully submitted.
DUD. W. JONES,

Colonel Ninth Texas Cavalry,
Comdg. Detachment Texas Brig., Jackson's Cav. Div.

Capt. Thomas B. Sykes,
Assistant Adjutant- General, Jackson's Division.

AFBU 19-20, 1864.—Skirmishes at Waterhonse's Mill and Boiling Springs,
Tenn.

KEFORXS.
No. 1.—Col. Edward M. McCook, Second Indiana Cavalry, commanding First Cav-

alry Division, Army of the Cmnberland.

No. 2.—Col. Oscar H. La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry, commanding Second
Brigade.

No. 1.

Report of Col. Edward M. McCooTc, Second Indiana Cavalry, com-
manding First Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland.

Headquarters First Cavalry Division,
Cleveland, Tenn., April 20, 1864.

General : I have the honor to report that Lieutenant Hill, of my
staff, with 15 men, attacked and routed 27 of the First Tennessee
(rebel) Cavalry near Waterhouse's, wounding 2 and taking 1 pris-
oner. Last evening about 8 o'clock a small p^rty of our scouts had
a skirmish with about 20 of the enemy at Boiling Springs, about 5
miles above Spring Place, on Charleston and Spring Place road.
They drove the rebels back and killed 2 of their horses. My pickets
report all quiet-in their front.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
EDWARD M. McCOOK,

Colonel, Commanding.
Brig. Gen. W. D. Whipple,
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No. 2.

Report of Col. Oscar H. La Grange, First Wisconsin Cavalry,
comvianding Second Brigade.

Cleveland, Tenn., April 22, 1864.

Captain : I respecthilly i-eport that the scouting party detailed
from Second Brigade on 2l'st proceeded to Waterhouse's Mill, Avhere it

remained until 1 o'clock this morning, when it was equally divided,
one party under Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart proceeding directly
down the Spring Place road, and the other crossing into the old Fed-
eral road and describing an arc, intersecting the Cleveland and
Spring Place road at a point 29 miles from Cleveland, equidistant
from Boiling Springs and Spring Place, and behind the camp of a
scouting party of 32 rebels. A mistake in regard to the distance to
be traveled by the second party prevented the junction agreed upon,
and Lieutenant-Colonel Stewart, attacking directly in front at aay-
light. notwithstanding the disadvantageous circumstances, captured
a captain, a lieutenant, and 12 men without loss. The peculiarly
favorable position of the enemy renders this trifling success credita-
ble to himself and his men. Had the other party arrived in time to
attack simultaneously from the rear not one of the party could have
escaped. From information gleaned by the way it is believed that
the enemy's cavalry force (at present inconsiderable, but soon to be
augmented) is now at Tunnel Hill.

The scout, Leonard, appears to have extensive and reliable means
of ascertaining the enemy's movements. The scouting party returned
in good condition.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

0. H. LA GRANGE,
Colonel, Commanding.

Capt. Robert Le Roy, A. A. G.

AFBIL 19-23, 1864.—Expedition up the Yazoo River, Miss., skirmishes

at and near Mechanicsbnrg, and capture of U. S. gun-boat Petrel.

KEIPORTS.*

No. 1.—Itinerary of tlie District of Vicksburg, for April, 1864.

Ko. 2.—Itinerary of the Second Brigade, First Division, U. S. Colored Troops, Seven-

teenth Army Corps, for April. 1864.

No. 3.—Col. Embury D. Osband, Third U. S. Colored Cavalry, of skirmishes at and

near Mechauicsburg.

No. 4.—Brig. Gen. Wirt Adams, C. S. Army.

No. 1.

Itinerarij of the District of Vickshurg, for A^ril, 1864.

f

An expedition in command of Col. H. Scofield, commanding Sec-

ond Brigade, First Division. U. S. Colored Troops, was sent from
Haynes' Bluff up thg Yazoo River, meeting the enemy in force; did

* For rei^orts of A(^ling Master Thomas JMcElroy, U. S. Navy, &c., see Annual Re-

l)(>rt of the Secretary of the Navy, dated December 5, 1864,

f From monthly return.

43 R R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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not give him battle ; returned to Haynes' Bluff April 23. Gun-boat
No. 5 (Petrel) and gun-boat No. 11 (Prairie Bird), Lieutenant-Com-
mander McElroy commanding ileet, accompanied the expedition.

In attempting to run the blockade at Yazoo City, in order to open
fire on the works from above, tlie Petrel M'as lost, and her crew, in-

cluding Lieutenant-Commander McElroy, were either killed or taken
prisoners.

No. 3.

Itinerary of the Second Brigade, First Division, U. S. Colored

Troops, Seventeenth Army Corps, for April, 1864.*

April 19, two regiments of the brigade moved at C.30 a. m. for

Yazoo City; marched 23 miles without seeing the enemy, with the
exception of a few scouts ; went into camp at 7 p. m.

April 30, broke camp at daylight and moved toward Benton, Miss.

At Mechanicsburg the brigade drove in the enemy's pickets of about
20 cavalry, and moved on without much resistance until about C

miles from the latter place, when the enemy was met in force, who
opened on the advance with four pieces of artillery. Engaged the
enemy, and having silenced their battery moved to Liverpool
Heights, on the Yazoo River, about 1 5 miles below the city. Arrived
at 9 p. m. and encamped for the night, and remained awaiting or-

ders until the night of the 33d, when the brigade embarked on trans-

ports and returned to its former camp at Snyder's Bluff, Miss.
April 29, the brigade again broke camp and moved to Vicksburg,

Miss.

April 30, arrived at Vicksburg at 9 a. m.

No. 3.

Rej)ort of Col. Embury D. Oshand, Third U. S. Colored Cavalry,
of skirmishes at and near Mechanicshurrj.

Headquarteks Third U. S. Colored Cavalry,
Haynes' Bluff, Miss., April 35, 1864.

Captain : I have the honor to respectfully report that, pursuant
to orders, I moved at 6 a. m. on the tnorning of the 19th of April
with one battalion Tenth Missouri Cavalry, 90 men and 4 officers,

Maj. W. H. Lusk commanding, and the (Second Battalion, Third
U. S. Colored Cavalry, 138 men and 13 officei-s, Maj. J. B. Cook
commanding, on the Yazoo City road. Dividing my command to
cover both ridge and valley road, I proceeded to witliin 7 miles of
Mechanicsburg ; returning to the column encamped at the residence
of Mr. Willday, on the valley road.
Moving at daylight on the 20th, and acogmpanied by the First

Kansas Mounted Infantry as far as Mechanicsburg, we moved to-
ward Yazoo City, driving in our front about .50 of the enemy's
skirmishers. The advance guard of the Tenth Missouri Cavalry,
under Captain Cain, was exceedinglj' fine and worthy of special
mention. About 9 miles beyond Mechanicsburg we captured 2 out
of the 4 men posted as a picket, and learned tliat Mabry's brigade,
formerly either Adams' or Starke's, Avas somewhere in our front

* From monthly return.
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with four pieces of artillery and about 700 men. Halting in a little

belt of timber for the infantry to close up we saw about 20 men in
our front and dismounted two companies to flank them, when in-
stantly the enemy appeared on oiir position with an ambushed bat-
tery of four i^ieces, distant about three-qiiarters of a mile, continuing
a rapid fire for nearly an hour, during which time our dismounted
companies rejoined the command. Having received, an "order from
Colonel Scofield, commanding, I fell back as directed to a point
near to, and so as to defend tlie passage of, the cross-road leading to
Liverpool Heights. Wliile holding this position the enemy, who
had followed us, attempted to force our position held by the Third
U. S. Colored Cavalry, Maj. J. B. Cook commanding. Major Cook
arranged an ambuscade for them behind a small ridge jiitting out to
the road. They advanced about one regiment strcmg in column, but
on receiving the unexjiected tire from the ridge they were thrown
into confusion, and on being pushed by the charging party, a lieu-

tenant and VZ men, all the well-mounted men there were in the
Third U. S. Colored Cavalry, broke into fragments and wei'e pur-
sued fully 1 mile in the wildest confusion to the enemy's rear lino of
battle, who, mistaking them in the cloud of dust for our column,
poured into them a volley of musketry.

Tlieir loss must have been severe, 5 dead and many wounded men
and horses being left iipon the field.

Holding our position undisturbed till 7 p. m. , we moved by order
in the rear of the infantry to Liverpool Heights.
Leaving there at 12.30 a. m. on the morning of April 23, wc

marched to Haynes' BlufP, undisturbed by the enemy.
I desire to particularly mention tlie conduct of Maj. William H.

Lusk, Tenth Missouri Cavalry ; Maj. J. B. Cook. Third U. S. Colored
Cavalry; Second Lieut. Edwin Farley, C Company, Third U. S.

Colored Cavalry, Avho led the charge.
I am, captain, very respectfully, yoiir obedient servant,

E. D. OSBAISTD,
Colonel, Commanding Ihirtl U. S. Colored Cavalry.

Capt. W. H. F. Randall.
Assistant Adjutant-CrncriiL

No. 4. - "

Reports of Brig. Gen. Wirt Adams, C. S. Army.

Demopolis, April 23, 18(i4.

Brig. Gen. Wirt Adams, commanding cavalry on the Yazoo River,
telegraphs me from Yazoo City on 22d instant to this effect

:

I )iave the honor to report the capture of a Ruri-boat to-day near this city. Wliile

Iviiig near the shore she was attacked by a section of artillery and a detachment of

sharpshooters under Colonel Grifiith. wlio drove the men from the guns, and finally

the crew from the boat. I removed her fine armament of eight 34-pounder guns
and the most valuable stores, and had her burned to the water's edge. The cap-
tain and pilot are jirisoners in my hands, and a numlier of the crew. My casualties

are small.

L. POLK,
Liiiilrnant-Qeiieral,

Ueneral K. CuoPKK.
Adjutant and Inspector (Jeneral, Riolimoiid,
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Yazoo City, Aioril 21, 1864. (Via Canton, 33d.)

Enemy, 1,500 strong (cavalry, infantry, and one battery), was met
near Liverpool last evening. After lieavy skirmishing for several

hours he retired and remained inactive. To-day not yet clearly de-

veloped whether the expedition is against Yazoo City or railroad

;

unless he is re-enforced we can protect either.

Fleet of gun-boats and transports approaching Yafeoo City late

this evening was driven back by battery.
WIRT ADAMS,
Brigadier- General.

Lieut. Col. T. M. Jack.

Yazoo City, April 23, 18G-1.

(Received Demojjolis, 25th.

)

Enemy, foiled in his purposes, embarked his forces during night
22d, ancl returned yesterday morning to Vicksburg. Have tele-

graphed General Chalmers shall not require assistance.

WIRT ADAMS,
Bngadie ?

•-General.
Lieut. Col. T. M. Jack.

A DDENDA.

Demopolis, April 24, 1864.

Brigadier-General Adams, Yazoo City, via Canton

:

Your dispatch giving account of Colonel Griffith's gallant achieve-
ment in the capture of gun-boat received. Will you be able to re-

move and secure the guns ? Report the present situation of affairs.

General Clialmers,with a bi'igade from Panola and one from Okolona,
Avith a battery from Abei'deen, has been ordered to join you. Hope
you will be enabled t(j cut off enemy's retreat to Vicksburg. Keep
in commuuicatiou with Chalmers. Keep me advised every six hours.

L. POLK,
Lieutenant-General.

APRIL 21, 1864.—Affair at Harrison's Gap, Ala.

RISPORXS.
No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Peter J. Osterliaus, U. S.'Arrtiy, commanding First Division, Fif-

teenth Army Corps.

No. 2.—Maj. Jolm Lubbers, Twenty-sixtli Iowa Infantry.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Peter J. Osterliaus, U. S. Army, commanding
First Division, Fifteenth Army Corps.

Headquarters Kirst Division,
Woodville, Ala., April 22, 1864.

Colonel : General Logan being temporarily absent from Hunts-
ville, I submit the following report to you for the information of

the major-general commanding the department

:

On re<-eipt of Major LTibbers' dispatch from Vienna (copy in-

closed*), the import of which I teh'graphed to you tliis morning, I

*N()t found.
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.sent a staff officer to Vienna, wlio reports tlio following: Tlio rebel
party was about 40 strong, commanded by Jolmston (formerly a
Methodist preacher) ; they seemed to have rendezvoused at Hollo-
well's and crossed the river at Johnston's Landing. Thirty of the
party lay in ambush and attacked the returning patrol at Harrison's
Gap, as reported by Major Lubbers. The other 10 attempted to
take away some boats from this side, but finding them giiarded they
fled at the first shot.
As soon as Major Lubbers, commanding at Vienna, was informed

of the circumstances he used every effort to recapture the men, but
without success. The rebels shouted across the river and offered to
give wp the wounded in exchange for Daniels, Anderson, and Smith,
all of Mead's battalion. The first named, Daniels, was a lieutenant
in Mead's battalion, and was captured by my forces and released
by direction of Major-General Logan on taking oath and giving
bond. Anderson is in confinement here, and was brought before a
military commission ; finding not published. Smith was captured
by General M. L. Smith's forces ; was .lome time in confinement at

Larkinsville ; was removed to Huntsville, and lately tried before a
military commission ; finding not published. He is at present, I

believe, in the hands of the provost-marshal at Huntsville.
The ambush was made, and the party captured within 50 yards of

Harrison's house. When the rebels moved off this man went to a
neighbor, about i miles off of road, alleging that he was afraid to

travel alone, and these two pi'oceeded leisurely to Vienna to give the
commanding officer notice of the outrage, arriving there a consider-

able time at^er. One of the pickets stationed at the river, who, see-

ing the enemy pass near him (while patroling) with the prisoners,

Avalked .3 miles and then borrowed a horse, bringing the first infor-

mation to Major Lubbers. The major is of opinion that this delay
was made purposely by Harrison to enable the rebels to get away
and across the river before pursuit could be made, and that Harri-
son only gave informati<;n owing to his fears that he would be mo-
lested unless he did so. He represents Harrisoji as a Southern
symi:)athizer, and reci^mmends that he and similar families be put
aci'oss the river, as he has not siifficient proof to convict him of vio-

lation of the laws of war before a commission.
Appearances on the other side of the Tennessee indicate that all

the pickets below the mouth of Flint have been withdrawn, while
those at HoUowell's, opposite mouth of 'f'aint Rock, have been re-

enforced.
Awaiting your reply, I am, colonel, your obedient servant,

P. JOS. OSTERHAUS,
Brigadier-General of Volunteers, Commanding.

Col. W. T. Clark^
Assistant Adjutant-Oeneral.

No. 2.

Report of Maj. John Lubbers, Twenty-sixth loiva Infantry.

Headquarters Twenty-sixth Iowa Volunteers,
Fort Osterhaus, Vienna, Ala., April 31, 1864.

Sir : I regret to report that this morning about 8.30 a. m. a detail

of 1 sez'geant, 1 corporal, and men, who were returning from duty
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fis patrols oil Teiiuesseo. worn rrjqitm-ed by .'i I'orre of th'i eiioiiiy at

liai-risoii's Gap. Tlu^ men wore marching loisTirely. and the eu!;niy

having- concealed them.selves fired into the leading f-, mortally
wounding J and another seriously. TJiey numbered about ;J0 men.
This detail was the only one on the river at the time, the remaining
ones having been ordered to camp early in the day.

I mounted men immediately and started in pursuit,, but informa-
tion did not reach me till too late, and I was only able to see the

prisoners on the other side.

Efforts were made to get the wounded back, but without avail.

The enemy did not cross on my front, but evidently had the aid and
counsel of citizens.

I would respectfully suggest that, with the general's permission, I

can cross the Tennessee and retaliate by cajituring and destroying
whatever there may be on the other side. All my officers and men
are anxious to have a trial with the guerrillas.

I am, most respectfully, your obedient servant,
JOHN LUBBERS,

Mcvjor, Commanding I'luenty-sixfh lotca.

P. S.—Inclosed I send a communication which was left on this

bank of the river whei'e the enemy crossed with the prisoners.

JOHN LUBBEES,
Major, Commanding.

Capt. W. A. Gordon, A. A. G.

[Inclosure.]

Madison County, Ala., April 22, 18G4.

To the Officer Commanding Post at Vienna, Ala. ;

Sir : If any citizen o:- any house is injured or destroyed for what
we have done over here, we will retaliate by putting these prisoners
to death. We have 8, but will treat them as prisoners of war. We
are not bushwhackers, and you must not hold citizens responsible
for what we do.

OFFICER COMMANDING SQUADRON.
(This paper was recognized as in Parson Johnston's handwriting.

)

APRIL 23, 1864.—Attack on Union pickets at ITickaiack Trace, Ga.

RKPOR'l'S.*

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Absalom Baiid, U. S. Army.
No. 2.—Col. Eli H. Murray, Third Kentucky Cavalry, commanding Third Cavalry

Division.

No. 3.—Lieut. Col. Benjamin F. Sheets, Ninety-second Illinois Infantry (mounted).

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Absalom Baird* U. S. Army.

Ringgold, April 23, 1804.

Colonel Mi;rray reports that his picket was not surprised but
overpowered. "Fifteen of our men wei'e shot, mostly after they had
surrendered and been robbed. Eight are already dead, but 1 will live.

Rebels took lo prisoners. 1 (the lieutenant) wounded. All is quiet

*See also General Thomas' report, p. 19,
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siiicp. and the post str(:iuf>-tlieiieil by 100 men. I send a written
report tlircuigh Geiierjil Palmer. A dismounted regiment barricaded
itself on the road in rear of post and a battalion of cavalry charged
in front and drove it back onto the footmen. Such distant posts
are always much exposed. Rebel loss not known.

A. BAIRD,
Brigadier- General.

Major-General Thomas.

No. 2.

Eeporfs of Col. Ell H. Murray, Third Kentucky Cavalry, command-
ing Third Cavalry Division.

Ringgold, Ga., April 23, 1864.

I have deferred until this moment, in order to receive the facts,

telegraphing the account of an attack on our picket-line near Nicka-
jack this morning at daylight. A regiment of dismounted lebel
cavalry sneaked over Taylor's Ridge, getting in rear of our picket-
post at Leet's farm. A charge of three companies of rebel cavalry
attaclved our advance vedettes, drove them to the reserve of the
post at Nickajack, which reserve was ready to receive them, which it

did, fighting the three companies and following back until they were
attacked in rear by the dismounted men, who liad come over the
ridge. They then made a stand against both parties. Between the
two parties our men suffered severely, losing 5 killed and 10
Avounded, and Lieutenant Scovill and 12 men taken prisoners.

The men were all of the Ninety-second Illinois Mounted Infantry.
The rebels lost 1 killed, 1 wo\inded, and 1 taken prisoner. Attacked
as they were, oiir men did all they could. Tliey were found vigi-

lant and active. Will write fully.

E. H. MURRAY,
Colonel, Commanding Third Division Cavalry.

Capt. J. E. Jacobs, A. A. G.

Ringgold, Ga., April 33, 1864.

It appears there were two regiments of footmen and one battalion of

cavalry that made the attack this morning. All the wounded except
1 will die, probably to-night. Some of_ uvi^ men were killed after

they surrendered. Will send official list and report in the morning.
E. H. MURRAY,

Colonel, Commanding Third Cavalry Diinsion.

Capt. J. E. Jacobs, A. A. G.

No. 3.

Ri-porl of Lieut. Col. Benjamin F. Sheets, Ninety-second Illinois

Infantry (mounted).

Hdqrs. Ninety-second III. Vol. Inf. (mounted),
Ringgold, Ga., April 23, 1864.

Lieutenant : I have the honor to report that the men of mj' regi-

ment doing picket duty at and near the Lyle farm, 8 miles south
from this place, were attacked at dawn tliis morning by a large

force of the enemy, consisting of infantry and cavalry.
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The detail fi-om my regiment consisted of 04 enlisted men, under
command of First Lieut. Horace C. Scf)vill, Comi)any K, of this

regiment. These men were distributed at seven different posts,

leaving at the reserve near the Lyle house 18 men. From the best

information I suppose one regiment of rebel Infantry crossed Taylor's

Kidge, about 5 miles from Ringgold, and formed a line reaching
from the base of the ridge to the Alabama road, facing south, and
between the pickets of the Third Kentucky Cavalry and those of my
regiment. Another regiment crossed the ridge in line, facing west.

Two companies of cavalry came up the valley from the south, and
one company of cavalry from the direction of the Leet farm.
The attack was simultaneous on all the posts. After desperate

resistance and finding themselves so greatly outnuml)ered, my men
attempted to fall back toward camp, but soon found their retreat cut
off by the regiment formed perpendicular to the ridge and the roads
barricaded. It was impossible for the different posts to unite with
the reserve, which had been reduced to 9 men in re-enforcing the
outposts. Nothing was left for my men to do but tamely surrender
or individually fight their way out ; they chose to try the latter.

Of the 64, 34 escaped death or capture and re-occupied the ground
from which they had been driven, remaining there until relieved.

Not a man came to camp except on orders, until the remnant of tlie

guard came in.

Five were killed, 4 mortally wounded, 3 severely wounded, and 20
are missing. Lieutenant Scovill is wounded and a i^risoner. Noth-
ing definite has been learned as to the enemy's loss, but from all the
information in my possession I am led to believe their loss in killed

and woiinded fully equal if not greater than our own. We captured
1 prisoner.

I have investigated the affair carefully, and am fully satisfied

that there was no neglect or want of caution exhibited, and that all

did their duty nobly and well. If there is any fault in the matter
it is in the position itself, removing a small body of men so many
miles from supjiort and under the base of a ridge that can be crossed
by foot soldiers at any point.

I beg respectfully to call esjiecial attention to the barbarous treat-

ment of the men captured by the enemy, as set forth in statements
hereto annexed. If, becaiise brave soldiers will not surrender with-
out fighting, they are to bo murdered, then assuredly the rules of
warfare need to be modified. ^ .^

I beg leave to call attention also to the soldierly conduct of Ser-
geants Strock, Company C, and Hine, Company E, who saved the
most of their men and re-occu])ied the field.

The men speak in high terms of the conduct of Lieutenant Scovill.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. F. SHEETS,
Lieut. Col. Comdg. Ninety-second Illinois Volunteers.

Lieut. J. S. McRea,
Acting Assistant Adjutaiit- General. *

[First indorsement.
1

Ringgold, Ga., April 24, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded.
I beg to call especial attention to the brutal murder of our men

while in the enemy's hands and disarmed. The evidence is con-
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elusive (tlie best ])ossiblo)—the statementK of men, fatally woiinded.
just before their death. There is no room for d(mbt in the premises,
and a terrible retribution should follow this damnable outrage upon
brave men.

SMITH D. ATKINS,
Col. Ninety-second III. Vols., Comdg. 'dd Brig., 3d Cav. Div.

[Second indorsement.]

Headquarters Third Cavalry Division,
Ringgold, Ga., April 24, 1864.

Respectfully forwarded.
The conduct of this detachment was indeed praiseworthy. Neces-

sarily an exposed position, with the enemy in front and rear, they
fought until entirely overpowered. The unauthorized and out-
rageous murder of our men after they had surrendered themselves,
as the inclosed statements and affidavits will show, I would also
call especial attention to, that proper piinishment may be visited

upon those who would cast aside civilized warfare.
E. H. MURRAY,

Colonel Third Kentucky Cavalry, Comdg. Division.

[Inclosures.]

Exhibit A.

Ringgold, Ga.,
April 33, 1864.

[Lieut. I. C. Lawyer,
Adjvtani:']

Adjutant : I have the honor to report that my picket-post, con-

sisting of 10 men and corporal, was attacked at 4 o'clock on the 23d
of Ajtril on Taylor's Ridge, 7 miles south of Ringgold, known as

Nickajack trail.

The enemy charged on us with superior numbers and forced us to

fall back, after resisting them a short time. We then retreated to

our horses at the foot of the ridge, and finding we were nearly siir-

rounded we retreated along the foot of the ridge, and with much
difficulty escaped.
My loss was :*

Your obedient servant,
ROBERT J. HINE,

Sergeant CoTnpany E, Ninety-second Illinois.

Exhibit B.

In Camp at Ringgold, Ga.,
April 23, 18G4.

Lieut. I. C. Lawver, -»

Adjtdant :

Adjutant : In obedience to orders I have the honor to report that

at picket-post No. 3, on the morning of the 21st, I relieved Sergeant
Pettit and his men. . The following instructions I received from him :

Keep (i men and 1 non-commissioned officer on duty on the ridge,

during the daytime ; in the evening, after dark, have the men from

* Nominal list (omitted) shows 3 killed, 1 wounded, and 1 missing.
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Ihe ridiic to fall back to the respvvo ; (hiriii.n- tlic jiiglit liave o men
out aK vcdottes to protect the reserve post. Keep all the iiovses .sad-

dled ; take one-half the bridle.s off at a time to feed.

Everything was quiet until this morning. About lialf an hour
before daylight I heard the report of a gun on one of the lower po.sts.

Immediately after the shot was fired I got my men under arms ; in

a few moments we heard a volley in the same direction. I then took
all my men (but 3, which I left with the horses) and formed a
skirmish line in my front and right. I held the line for some time ;

tlieu I n(jticed a rebel cavalry movement in the main road. They
were advancing and skirmishing with our men all the time. They
soon gained the ground between my post and the road. At the same
time I noticed infantry advancing down over the ridge ; then I or-

dered my men to fall back to their horses and mount. I then led a
hasty retreat along the foot of the ridge, skirmishing with their
cavalry for three-fourths of a mile back, and while going back Henry
Miller, of Company F, was throAvn from his horse and captured.
There was also Frank M. Chase, of Coniyanj C, and Alexander Bay-
singer, of Coinpany G, and Abraham Houser, of Company G ; tlieir

horses fell and they were captured. George E. Marl, of Company
F, was wounded. While falling back my men captured a rebel
cavalryman. I then fell back to the cavalrj' pickets, and remained
tliere until the lieutenant had drawn uj^ his first ])ost ; then we ad-
vanced to the field again, found nothing but dead and wounded on
the field, and remained until relieved.

Yo^irs, with respect,

JOHN L. STROCK,
Sergt. Coirqxiny C, Xinefy-second Illinois Mounted Infantry.

Exhibit C.

Hdqrs. Third Brigade, Third Cavalry Division,
Ringgold. Go., April 2.3, 1864.

Lieut. I. C. Lawyer,
Adjutant Ninety-second Illinois Volunteers :

Adjutant : Having been among the first to visit the scene of the
affair at Nickajack Trace, which took place this morning, I respect-
fully stxbmit the following statements of the wounded, and also
those of certain citizens living in the vicinity, in i-egard to the treat-
ment of our men, after having been captured by the enemy :

One citizen informed me that he saw a rebel officer shoot one of
our men after he had surrendered and been marched some distance,
but was unable to keep up with the others. This seemed to be the
only excuse for the act ; at the same time he heard one of the rebels
say, "That's right, cap., give it to him again. "'

William Castanach, private Company B, mortally wounded, states
that after having surrendered he was marched, with several others,
on "double-quick"' until he was unable to go farther, when a rebel
lieutenant shot him, inflicting only a slight vound, after which he
shot him a second time and left him, evidently supposing him to be
killed. Soon after two rebels came to him, and after taking his
pocket-book and boots, one of them said, "Let's scalp the God-
damned Yankee," but passed on without further molestation.
Reginald J. A. O'Conner, private Company B, mortally woiinded,

also states that he was shot after having surrendered, because un-
able to keep pace with the cavalry.
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George A. Sjniiigor, jirivato Coniiiaiiy E : John Craddock, piivatt^
Company E : Cleorge E. Marl, ])rivat.o Company F, a^nd William H.
R(\vnolds. ])rivatc Company I, all made the same or similar state-
ments in regard to themselves.

Private William A. Hills, Company K, was found dead, about 1 mile
fr(jm the post where he had been standing picket during the night.
A lady living nearby stated that she saw him pursued and overtaken
by rebel cavalry near her house ; that he immediately gave his gnu
to one of them, Avho thereupon shot him, killing him instantly.

I noticed in two cases that the clothing had taken fire from the
disc! large of the guns, thereby showing that they must have been
within a very few feet of the persons who shot them.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
CLINTON HELM.

Surcj. 92cZ 111. Vols., cmd Acting Surg. 3cl Brig., :id Car. Div.

Exhibit D.

Hdqrs. Company B, Ninety-second Illinois Vols.
I hereby certify that I have this day conversed with William

Castanach, private Company B. of said regiment, in relation to the
circ-iimstances connected with the Avounds which he this day received
while a prisoner in the hands of rebels, near Nickajack Trace, Ga.,
and that to the following questions I received from him the follow-
ing answers

:

Question. William, do you remember how jow got hiirt ?

Ansvver. They shot me.
Question. What was you doing when they shot you ?

Answer. I was running along.
Question. Did they make you double-quick ?

Answer. More than that ; they made us run.
Question. What did they say to you before they shot you ?

Answer. " Move up there, or I will shoot you."
Question. What next ?

Answer. Tlien they shot me.
Question. Was you walking when they shot you ?

Answer. No ; I was on a kind of a trot ; I could not run any more.
Question. What did you do when they shot you ?

Answer. I fell in the corner of the fence.

Question. Did they shoot you more than once ?

Answer. Yes ; they shot me twice.

Question. Do you know who shot yoti ?

Answer. He was a lieutenant ; I heard them call him lieutenant.

MILES B. LIGHT,
Second Lieut. Co. B, Ninety-second Illinois Vols.

Exhibit E.

Affidavits of Abram B. Sickler, Frederick W. Steuben, and Will-

iam N. Irvine

:

We. Abram B. Sickler. Frederick W. Steuben, and William N.
Irvine, privates of Company K, Ninety-second Regiment Illinc ds Vol-

unteer Infantry (mounted), Third Brigade, Third Cavalry Division,

Army of the Cumbeidand, do most solemnly and sincerely declare

and affirm that while on picket at Nickajack Trace, on tlie morning
of April 33, A. D. 1804, a rebel force atta(!ked our post in superior

numbers ; that they killed and captured over half our number, and
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Uiiit fifU'i- <nir pickets had surreiKk'ivd W(3 s;ivr ;ui oflicor of the

army ol' tlic C. S. A. slioot Private K. J. A. O'Coinior, of Company E,

Ninety-second Illinois Volunteer Infantry (moimted), after he had
surrendered himself as a prisoner of war.

ABRAM B. SICKLER.
FREDERICK W. STEUBEN.
WILLIAM N. IRVINE.

Sworn and subscribed to before me this 34th day of April, A. D.
1864, at Ringgold, Ga.

L C. LAWVER,^
First Lieutenant and Adjutartt Nineti/second ITlinois Vols.

Exhibit F.

Hdqrs. Ninety-second III. Vol. Mounted Infantry,
Ringgold, Ga., Airril 23, 18(54.

Lieutenant : I have the honor to submit the folknving reijort of
killed and wounded of this regiment, tlie result of the right at and
near Nickajack Trace this morning

:

In company with Surgeon Helm, of this regiment, acting brigade
surgeon, I arrived on the ground between 8 and i) o'clock, and found
the following soldiers killed :

*

I know of no fact connected with the death of McKeel, Downs, or
Gifford that calls for special mention. Downs fell while fighting,
but whether the other two were first overpowered and then vawr-
dered I cannot learn.

A lady residing near where the body of Hills was found states
that she saw him deliver his gun and surrender himself to a rebel
soldier. The man to whom he surrendered then pcraited his gun at
the breast of Hills and shot him. His coat bears the marks of burnt
jjowder.
The following were found wounded:* Of these, fi are fatally

wounded, 1 (Butler) is dangerously wounded, 1 (Craddock) has a
severe but not a dangerous wound on the hijj. Butler vv^as probably
struck with the butt of a gun, but under what circumstances I cannot
learn, as he is totally insensible. Rlioadcs states that Jic was first

woanded in the right leg, fracturing both, bones, and while seeking
a place to lie down he was again shot, the liall passing through the
thigh, fractui'ing the bone. - »
O'Conner, Castanach, Springer, Craddock, Marl, and Reynolds

were all in the hands of the enemy, and without any attempts on
their part to escape they were shot down.
A lady, at whose house I found O'Connor, stated to me that she

saw a rebel soldier discharge his pistol at one of the prisoners, and
going to the place found this soldier. O'Conner makes a statement
to the same effect. The pretext for the act was that he did not
march as fast as the rebels desired.
A citizen saw a rebel officer—a captain, Hte thinks—shoot Casta-

nach. He was told by his captors to march fastei', and with this
command was shot in the right side, inflicting a severe wound ; this
was followed_in a few miniites by auotlier i)istol shot, which passed
through his left lung.
Springer states that he was doiible-quicked about one-fourth of a

mile ; then, being unable to travel as f;ist as his c-ajjtoi's desired, was

* Nominal lists (omitted) sliovv 4 killed and 8 wuijiided.
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shot tlu'oiigli the hings. There is a large ]it)le in this man's blouse,

brirnt by the powder of the x>istol. Craddock and Marl were wonnded
nnder circumstances similar to the above.
Reynolds states that after he was taken a rebel lieutenant ordered

him to take his boots off, which he proceeded to do, and while in the
act the lieutenant shot him through the bowels.
Of the killed and Avounded, 2 had not surrendered when shot ; 7

were killed or wounded w^hile in the hands of the enemy, jn-isoners

of war ; 3 I cannot learn the history sufficiently definitely to give an
opinion how or where they were injured.

It is hardly necessary to say that the dead and dying were robbed
of all their money and other valuables.

Your obedient servant,
THOMAS WINSTON.

Assistant Surgeon, Ninety-second ill. Vols., in Charge.

Lieut. I. C. Laavver.
Adjutant Ninety-second Illinois MoniUed Infantry.

APRIL 24, 1864.—Affair near Decatur, Ala.

Report of Brig. Gen. James C. Vtatch, U. S. Army, commanding
Fourth Division, Sixteenth Army Corps.

Deciatur, Ala., April 24, 1864.

The rebels still hold the Somerville road. About 100 drove in

Major Kulin's scouts nearly to his camp at sundowii, but were in

turn driven back. One man of Kuhn's command severely wounded.

All quiet ou the otlicr roads. The pickets are found on all the

roads as before. A deserter came in from the Sixteenth Alabama.

Says he was courier for Johnson. Gives the force as follows:

Johnson, Williains, and Jackson, with six pieces of artillery, on

the Courtland road ; Patterson's regiment on the Moulton road

;

Pickett and Nixon east of the Moulton road, and Ashford's regiment

in squads at various points. Says Clanton left for Tuscaloosa three

days ago, and. Moreland went to Mississippi. Says that Roddey is

not the're, and has iKjt been in the valley. Estimates their whole force

at 3,000. all told. Says tliat Stewart's battalion went south.

Tliis is the nicjst minute and circumstaufial»account I have yet had,

and is imi)ortant if true. A ciiizcn came in this evening and says

that Roddey is at Danville with 4,000 men.
^ [JAMES C. VEATCH,]

Brigad ier- General.

Brigadier-General Dodge, Alliens.

APRIL 24-25. 1864.—Scout from Ringgold to La I'ayette, Ga.

Report of Col. Charles, C. Smith, Tenth Ohio Cavalry, commanding
Second Brigade, Third Caridry Division.

Hj)yRs. Second Brigade, Third Cavalry Division,
Ringgold, Gu., April 2.5, 1804.

Sir: At 3 p. ni., Api'il 24, with 4-H> men of Tenth '. ;]iio Volunteer

Cavalry, I left this jilace and ijroceeded via Leet's Mill t<j La Fayette



686 KY., aw. VA., TENN., 5IISS., ALA., AND N. GA. [Chap. XLIV.

(20 miles) ; from thence (5 miles) easterly to Charles Colter's house
on the old Alabama road, where I arrived at 11 p. m., with intention
of capturing the rebel pickets (posted at Smith's and Mattock's Gaps
througli Taylor's Ridge) in the following manner, to Avit : By send-
ing two detachments of 25 men each to approach, at daybreak, either

of the gaps, while the command, having accomplished the ascent of

the ridge by a bridle-path midway between the gaps, Avould be
divided, and each detachment proceed to the rear, and surrounding
the reserves simultaneously with the advance of the detachment in
front, drive the vedette to the rear. In this manner I hoped to be
successful, but, having arrived at Colter's, soon learned that at the
day of the capturing of our picket guard at Nickajack Gap the )-ebel

])ickets from said gap southerly had been withdrawn 3 miles to Dick's
Ridge, their posts being connected by a cordon of vedettes.

Not having time to become acquainted with the country })eyond
Tajdor's Ridge and get into I'eai- of their line before daylight, I re-

turned to this camp by the Alabama road, arriving at 5 a. m. this
morning, distance IS miles.

I have the honor to be. very respectfully, vour obedient servant,
CHAS. C. SMITH.

Colonel Tenth Ohio Volunteer Cavalry, Comdg. Brigade.

[Capt. Edv^'ard W. Ward,]
Acting Assistant Adjutant-General, Tliird Cavalry Div.

APRIL 25-27, 1864.—Expedition from Bull's Gap to Watauga River, Tenn.

Eei)ort of Maj. Gen. John M. Schofield, If. S. Jrnty, comnmnding
Department of the Ohio.

Knoxville, April 27, 1864.

I have intelligence from the Watauga expeditioii. As was antici-
pated the rebels destroyed the bridge after being driven across it by
our cavalry. The river was too high to be forded. Our loss in the
fight was 3 killed and 18 wounded; that of the enemy not yet re-
])orted. The troops will reach Lick Creelv to-night. They have
destroyed all the bridges from Bull's Gap to the Watauga and about
20 miles of track. Considering the time allowed them think they
have done remarkably well and ail tiiat could be desired.

J. M. SCHOFIELD,
Major-General.

Major-General Sherman.

APRIL 27, 1864.—Skirmish near Decatur, Ala.

Rciwrt of Brig. Gen. James C. Veatch, U.^ S. Army, commanding
Fourth Division, Sixteenth Army Corps.

Headquarters Fourth Division,
Decatur, Ala., April 28, 18G4.

The rebels, about .'300 strong, made a dash on our jncket-lines on
the CourtJand and Moulton road about sundown yesterday. They
wtire repulsed witli loss of 2 killed and 1 wounded and captured.
Our loss ".; missing. All (|uiet since.
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The scout Hulse came in this morning. Says Roddey is at Sims'
Mills, on Moulton and Danville road. Clanton at Somervillo.
Says a private from Lee's command came home and reports Lee iu
Tuscumbia Valley, advancing to join Roddey.
Armstrong has been to Flint and returned. Examination satis-

factory. Have ordered my supply train to Athens as directed.
JAMES C. YEATCH,

Brigadier-General.
Brig. Gen. G. M. Dodge,

Commanding Left Wing, Sixteenth Army Corps, Athens.

APRIL 27, 1864.—Attack on Union pickets on Taylor's Ridge, near Ring-
gold, Ga.

Report of Brig. Gen. Judson Kilimtrick, IT. S. Army, commanding
Third Cavalry Division.

Ringgold, Ga., April 38, 18G4.

The enemy attacked our pickets on Taylor's Ridge last night.
They succeeded in getting betvi^een the outpost and reserve of the
second post from camp on old Alabama road, and attacked the out-
l)ost but did not succeed in capturing any of iheni. They captured
5 out of 7 of the horses that were on the outpost. All quiet on the
lino.

Respectfully,

J. KILPATRICK,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Capt. J. E. Jacobs, ^-1. A. G.

APRIL 27, 1864.—Skirmish on Troublesome Creek, Ky.

Report of Col. John M. Bruicn, Forty-fifth Kentucky Infantry,
commanding brigade.

Hdqrs. First Brig., First Div., Dist. of Kentucky,
Lexington, Ky., April 39, 18G4.

Captain : Lieut. Col. L. M. Clark, commanding Forty-fifth Ken-
tucky Mounted Infantry, at Irvine, reports by courier that Captain
Adams with four companies of Forty-fifth Kentucky overtook a
rebel force near the mouth of Troublesome Creek, in Breathitt
County. He attacked and succeeded in killing 4 and capturing 1(5

prisoners, together with 34 horses and 28 stand of arms. Lieuten-
ant-Colonel Clark indorses the report as reliable and accurate.

Lieutenant-Colonel Clark has also unofficial information that
Captain Adams with his force, after the fight aliov^ mentioned, pur-
sued Peter Everett and Weed Gay, who fled with Go men. Adams
ran them down, killed Gay, and captured 35 men.

I have the honor to Ije, caj^tain, very I'espectfuUy, your obedient
servant,

JNO. MASON BROWN,
Colonel, Contmunding Fourth Jhig<tde,

Capt. J. S. BuTLEK, .-1. A. G,
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AFBIL 29, 1864.—Reconnaissance from Ringgold toward Tunnel Hill, Ga.

REPORTS.*

No. 1.—Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick, U. S. Army, comuianding Third Cavalry

Division.

No. 2.—Capt. Edward W. Ward, Third Kentucky Cavahy-

No. 3.—Brig. Gen. Absalom Baird, U. S. Army, commanding Tliird Division,

Fourteenth Army Corps.

No. 4.—Brig. Gen. William Y. C. Humes, C. S. Army.

No. 1.

Report of Brig. Gen. Judson Kilpatrick, U. S. Army, commanding
Third Cavalry Division.

Headquarters Third Cavalry Division,
Ringgold, Ga., April 20, 1864.

Sir : I have tlie honor to report that I sent a detachment of 75
men under Captain Ward, Third Kenti;cky Cavalry, at daylight
this morning, through Nickajack Gap, and accompanied another
detachment of 500 men under Colonel Murray through Hooker's
Gap, en route to Tunnel Hill, with the intention of surprising a
Tennessee regiment encamped 1^ miles this side of that point. Brig-
adier-General Baird sent throe regiments of inffiiitry and a section
of artillery to support the detachment if necessary.
Colonel MuiTay reached and drove in the enemy's out2:)osts at

daylight and jmshed rapidly forward, but owing to the great num-
ber and sharacter of the obstacles found in the i"oad, the enemy had
sufficient time to make all necessary preparations t(j resist his attack.

After a spirited skirniisJi, Colonel Murray quietly retired toward
Stone Church. The enemy followed, cautiously at iirst, but on
emerging into the open fields about 1 mile beycmd the church, and
seeing our small force, he became suddenly very bold and rushed on
with his whole force, shouting and firingas he came. Colonel Mur-
ray faced about, and with the assistance of a regiment of infantry
handsomely repulsed the attack and drove the enemy back, through
and over the hills into the field and woods beyoiul, a distance of 2
miles. . ^ .,

Colonel Murray left liis ca)np at 2.30 a. m. and returned at this 1(1

a. m., having lost 3 men killed and 9 wounded.
The enemy did not show at any one time over 1,500 or 2,000 men.

So far as I was able to learn tliere are two Tennessee regiments en-
camped about 11 miles this side Tunnel Hill. On the road to Hook-
er's Gap, three other Tennessee regiments are encamjjed near to the
hill on the road to Cleveland. Major-General Wheeler and Brig-
adier-Generals Humes, Kelly, and Allen are in command of the
cavalry, and their commands ai'e all encampM near Tunnel Hill.

Captain Ward, who passed thi'ough Nickajack Gap, reports that
he found nothing of the enemy till he had reached a point 2^ milea
beyond the gap, on the route to Tunnel Hill. Hei'e he found a
strong picket and camp beyond, and reports having hoard drums and
the long roll beaten.

*See also (Jciici'iil Tiiouuis' rcjiort, )). 1!(,
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I find it about impossible to punisli tlie enemy for his freqiient
attack on my pickets, as ho -withdraws his pickets and outposts at
dark near to his camps and in rear of barricades, but I shall make
every effort to do so and to render his attack fruitless.

Very respectfully, your obedient servant,
J. KILPATRTQK,

Brigadier-General, Commanding Third Cavalrtj Division.

Capt. J. E. Jacobs,
Assistant Adjutant-General.

No. 2.

lieport of Capt. Edivard W. Ward, Tliird Kentiicl- ij Camdnj.

Headquarters Third Cavalry Division,
Ringgold, Ga., April 39, 18U-i.

General: I have the honor to report that, in pursuance to verbal
orders received from you, I proceeded with a detachment of 50 men
of the Third Kentucky Cavalry to Nickajack Gap, to pass over Tay-
lor's Ridge and come down the valley beyond by a road said to run
at foot of Taylor's Ridge on the east side.

I left these headquarters at 1 o'clock this morning, and passed out-

side the pickets on the old Alabama road until I reached the last

cavalry post on said road, which had fallen back from its old posi-

tion at Lyle's farm to an old house this side about 1 mile.

I halted my command at this place, which is about (JV miles from
these headquarters, until three-quarters of an hour before day, when
I directed the lieutenant in charge of the jxjst to resume his old po-

sition at Lyle's farm, so that he could be in supporting distance of

me in case I should be compelled to fall back. I moved iip behind
him and halted at Lyle's farm until he had resumed his position,

when I moved on Nickajack Gap.
I crossed the ridge without opposition, and seeing no rebel pickets

at the foot of the mountain, as was reported, went on Tunnel Hill

road until I arrived in front of a gap in the next ridge, about l\

miles farther on Tunnel Hill road, the place where the road turns

off toward Ringgold. Here was a rebel .^pii;ket ; their vedettes were
about 100 or 300 yards in front of the gap ; their reserve was on the

side of the mountain in the gap. I did not learn the strength of this

last, because it could not be approached, on account of a valley of

cleared land in front. There is a creek just before you get to the

gap also.

Seeing no chance whatever to surprise or to successfully charge

this post, I showed them a part of my ccnnmand and withdrew. I

took the road which comes down the valley just at the foot of the hill

and continues at a distance of one-quarter of a m'He from Taylor's

Ridge for a distance of 4 miles, where there is a fork. One of these

forks goes on one side of a ridge (which suddenly rises here) and the

other goes on the other. The right-hand road forks again about three-

quarters of a mile from where tliis fork is ; one brancli goes (wor to

Mr. Hambright's, on the railroad, about o miles from Ringgold, and
the other fork, the left-hand, joins the left-hand fork spoken of after

passing around this sudden ridge, which is perhaps 3 miles. I took

44 R R—VOL XXXII, PT I
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the left-hand road, which comes right along the foot of Taylor's Ridge
for some 3 miles before you arrive at the point where it is intersected

by the other road. After arriving here I came to the conclusion

that I was most too close to our lines, and I took a road directly east.

Following a ridge for some 2 miles I went into the road going to

Hambright's.
About this time I heand some skirmishing to my left and front. I

started as near the direction as the nature of the country would ad-

mit of, and traveled on the road leading to Hambright's some 3

miles. "The coimtry was very rough, the road running down on a
backbone of a ridge for some 2 miles. On either side of the road is

a precipitous descent. I traveled some 3 miles on this road, when I

ran up near to a rebel picket post on ridge that first post seen was
on. This post was also in a gap, and the road leading into it was
completely blockaded with fallen trees. While at the gap last men-
tioned, after I had been in front of the rebel pickets some min-
utes, there seemed to be a commotion at post, and I saw a good
deal moving to and fro on the ridge ; also heard distinctly drums
beating just inside the gap where the enemy's pickets were. I went
as near to the post as I could without unnecessarily exposing my
men to fire, in hopes that when they saw my numbers they would
pursue.
After remaining some ten minutes in front of this post, and know-

ing no other road by which I could come to the Stone Church, where
I was ordered to report, I came immediately back the road where I

had left Taylor's Ridge and came down at the foot of the ridge to

Ringgold. Upon arriving at the gap I learned that you had passed
in with your command, and I reported my command to these head-
quarters.

Respectfully, vour obedient servant,
E. W. WARD,

Captain Third Kentucky Cavalry,
Brig. Gen. J. Kilpatkick.

No. 3.

Report of Brig. Gen. Absalom Baird, U. S. Army, commanding
Third Division, Fovirtegnth Army Corps.

Hdqrs. Third Division, Fourteenth Corps,
Ringgold, Ga., Api'il 29, 1864.

General : I have the honor to report that having learned yester-
day from General Kilpatrick that he had received from General
Thomas directions to attack and harass the pickets of the enemy as
much as possible, and finding him, and indeed the whole of his com-
mand, from their recent arrival here, ignorant of the country and of
the position of the enemy's troops, I thought'ihat a proposition made
by him to drive down impetuously upon the direct road to Tunnel
Hill, surprising the pickets and reserves, and chasing them as far as
possible, even into the headquarters of General Wheeler if ho could,
promised more for a first attempt than anything else.

I concurred in it, and to make him the more secure in case the
rebels should turn upon him with very superior force, I ffent Colonel
Van Derveer along with four regiraofttB and a eooMon of artillery aei

9, support, Creaeral Kilpatrick took out ^\)q\\% §00 mmt TJi^v pame
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upon the enemy's pickets just before daybreak and drove tliom back,
but immediately on reacliing the woods found the road so lieavily
blockaded with trees that speed was impossible. Behind these fallen
trees the rebels took refuge and fired upon our advance, but gradu-
ally they were driven back nearly to Terrill's Ikjusb, the same
obstruction in the road continuing all the way.
The delay necessary to our advance permitted the .rebels to collect

and confront us with a force much superior to ours, including the
infantry, which was up in line with the cavalry, and General Kil-
patrick tliought it proper to withdraw. He was not distuibed in this
until he reached the open fields near Davis' house, when the rebels
charged upon his rear. Quite a brisk skirmish ensued, but the enemy
was driven back into the woods and our men quietly retired.

The enemy then resumed his former picket-line. We have had 10

men wounded. 2 perhaps fatally, and we know that we killed at least
•.* or 3 of the enemy and captured 1.

We have learned the fact of the road being blockaded, and that
the number of mounted men in our immediate front is still large

;

and above all the expedition has put increased confidence into our
men.
General Kilpatrick has not yet had time to make mo a written

rej)ort.

The official reports of the affair at Nickajack were sent by Colo-
jiel Murray direct to General Elliott, and are no doubt in the pos-

session of the major-general commanding. Foi' this reason I have
added nothing to my first report of that transaction.

Most respectfully, your obedient servant,
A. BAIRD,

Brigadier-General, Comviandimj.
Brig. Gen. W. D. Whipple,

Chief of Staff.

No 4.

Rrporiti of Bvicj. Gen. William Y. C. Humes, C. S. Army.

Tunnel Hill. Ga.,
- ^ April -Zd, 18G4.

The enemy arc pressing us with ini'antry, cavalry, and artillery

on the Ringgold road.
W. Y. C. HUMES,

Br i(jad ier-Ge neral, Commanding.
General Johnston.

Tunnel Hill,
'^ April 29, 1804.

A brigade of enemy's cavalry are coming through McLane's Gaj),

and the line of the enemy is still advancing. Humes' brigade has

fallen back to within li miles of Tunnel Hill. The enemy have only

opened with one battery of artillery.
' W. Y. C. HUMES,

Bri^Cbdier- General, CowpMruliny,

Grejjeral J, K. JOHNSTON,
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Tunnel Hill., Ga.,
Ajjril 2'.), 1S«4.

The following sent to General Johnston

:

The enemy are extending their lines on our right, and indications of a strong force.

I am falling back to Tunnel Hill slowly.
W. Y.C. HUMES.

General Wheeler.
[Indorsements.]

The enemy are using artillery occasionally.
ALLEN.

General Allen says do you want him to keep you posted. Answer.
CAMP.

Tunnel Hill, April 39, 1864.

General : The enemy in our immediate front have fallen back.
Their advance line is now in the field near Jack's house, beyond
Stone Church. Most of the force has retired through the gap. I

am re-establishing the picket-line.

W. Y. C. HUMES,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

General Mackall.

Tunnel Hill,
April 29, 1864.

The enemy from Einggold this morning were about 1,500 infantry,
2 jrieces artillery, .300 cavalry. They have withdrawn to Ringgold
Gap, and our pickets have been re-established. Our loss near 20
killed, wounded, and missing.

W. Y. C. HUMES,
Brigadier-General, Commanding.

Maj. A. P. Mason,
Assistant Adjutant-General

.

APRIL 30, 1864.—SkiriQist^at Decatur, Ala.

Report of Maj. Gen. James B. McPherson, U. S. Arviy, command-
ing Army of the Tennessee.

Huntsville, Ala.,
April .SO, 1864.

The enemy appeared before Decatur this morning with quite a force,

and opened on the place with four pieces of artillery, A brigade
went out and drove them off. Colonel PhillijJs is following them.
We lost a few men killed and wounded. The object of the enemy
was doubtless to feel our j)Osition. The attack will not delay Dodge's
movement.

JAS. B. Mcpherson,
Major- General, Commanding,

Maj. Gen. W, T. Sherman,
Qhattanooga
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APEIL 30-MAY 9, 1864.—Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to Ripley, Miss.,

and skirmish (May 2) at Bolivar. Tenn.

REPORTS.
No. 1.—Maj. Gen. Cadwallader C. Washburn, U. S. Army, commanding District of

West Tennessee.

No. 2.—Brig. Gen. Sanniel I). Sturgis, U. S. Army, commanding' expedition.
No. 3.—Itinerary of tlie First Brigade, Cavalry Division, Sixteentli Army Corps,

commanded by Col. George E. Waring, jr.. Fourth Missouri Cavalry.
No. 4.—Maj. P. Jones Yorke. Second New Jersey Cavalry.
No. .").—Itinerary of the First Brigade, First Division, Sixteenth Army Corps, com-

manded by Col. William L. McMillen, Ninety-fifth Ohio Infantry.

No. 1.

liepoiis of Maj. Gen. Cadwallader C. Washburn, U. S. Army, com-
manding District of West Tennessee.

Headquarters District of West Tennessee,
MemjjJiis, Tenn., May 4, 18G4.

General : On tlie afternoon of the 2d instant the advance of
Sturgis' cavalry, 700 strong, under Lieutenant-Colonel Kargd, Second
New Jersey Cavalry, encountered a brigade of Forrest's cavalry near
Bolivar, on the south .side of Hatchie. The enemy were from 800 to
1,000 strong. After a severe fight of two liours the enemy retreated
across the Hatchie, destroying the bridge. They retreated through
Bolivar in a southeast direction. General Sturgis fears that Forrest
lias retreated between the Hatchie and Tennessee Rivers. He hears
that the cars are running to Corinth, and that a part of General
Polk's forces are below Corinth.
Our losses in the action Avere 2 killed and 10 wounded. My latest

information from General Sturgis is to 7.30 o'clock yesterday morn-
ing, when he was 10 miles west of Bolivar but expected to have a
large part of his cavalry force up to Bolivar by VZ o'clock yesterday.
T]ie heavy rains had so swollen the creeks as to greatly retard his
movements.

I am, general, your obedient servant,
C. C. WASHBURN,

Major- General.

Maj. Gen. S. A. Hurlbut, Comdg. Sixteenth Army Corps.

Headquarters District of West Tennessee,
Memphis, May G, 1864.

General : On the 30th ultimo I sent from here 3,300 cavalry and
2,000 infantry in pursuit of Forrest, under General Sturgis.

On the day following Forrest left Jackson, Tenn., in force, i-e-

treating south. My advance met ' a brigade of his in the afternoon
of the 2d near Bolivar, and after a sharp engageisent of two hours
drove them from their intrenchments with considerable loss. They
retreated across the Hatchie, destroying the bridge behind them.
Our loss, 2 killed, 10 wounded.
Forrest with his.whole force encamped on night of 2d at Purdy.

and continued his retreat the day following toward Pocahontas,
He crossed the Hatchie at Pocahontas on the 4th, and Sturgis was
in hot piirsuit. A co-operating force which I exi)ected from Bethel
to be at Purdy on the night of 30th failed me or 1 should have capt-
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ui-C'(l liis wliole I'oiTt'. Tlie Hatcliic^ wa-s very liigli aiul impa.ssaliln

aiiywlieie below Bolivar. I stiJlliope to puiiisli him wcvricly Ix'fori'

lie gets out ol' ruacli.

C. C. WASHBURN,
Major- Oen erul.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant.

Headquarteks District of West Tennessee,
Meniphia, May 8, 18G4. (Received 11th, 11 a. m.)

Forrest is driven out of West Tennessee. My forces followed him
as far as East Mississippi, but his swift horses rendered farther \n\v-

suit unavailing. There is no organized enemy in West Tennessee or
Kentucky.
You will next hear of Forrest near Decatur, Ala.

C. C. WASHBURN,
Mujor-General.

Lieut. Gen. U. S. Grant.

Headquarters District op West Tennessee.
Memphis, May 8, 1804.

Forrest was pursued bj^ Sturgis as far as Ripley, when lack of for-

age compelled him to give up the chase. Forrest with all his force
would be at Tupelo by the 6th instant. He is no doubt on his way
to attack some of your weak points.

C. C. WASHBURN.
Major-General.

Major-General McPherson.

Headquarters District of West Tennessee,
Memphis, Tenn., May 8, 1804.

General : I send you a copy of my last dispatch frcjni General
Sturgis.* You will see that he is obliged to give over the chase
after Forrest. I regret very much that we could not intercept and
hrjld him or cut him up. I have done all that it was possible for any
m;in to do since I came here. Coiild I have had a co-operating force
from the Tennessee River, I should have had him fast.

On the night of the 2d instant he was at Purdy, with -l.OOO or .").000

men, retreating south. Could thafpiilnt have been occupied before
that we should have had him fast, for the swollen condition of the
Hatchie would have prevented him from crossing to any point soxith
of that stream. As it is, he is now no doubt proceeding with all his
force to harass you. Of this I have advised you by telegraph. He
would concentrate at Tupelo and move from there. The cars are
running from Tiipelo to Mobile. They are also running to Panola,
with a break at Grenada. They are obtaining all the supplies they
can from the lines of these roads, and Genera^ Polk, at Demopolis,
has been drawing most of his supplies from these sources.
My cavalry will be in in three or four days. I have with Sturgis

3,500, and about SCO have arrived here since he left. I could rally now
nearly 5,000 ca-\»alry here, but 1,400 of that belongs to Vicksburg, viz.
the Fourth Iowa, a part of which was stopped on its way down, ancl
the balance, together with .'500 men of Tentn Missouri, were brought
ujj from there. These iroops I must send back to Vicksburg.

*See p. 097, Sturgis to Wttslibuin, May 7, 1864.
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In the course of ten da.ys T sliall ]i02)e to receive an accession to my
cavalry froni the I'eturning veteran regiments, and by tliat time my
cavalry now with Stur<:cis will be recruited. Forrest will then be
hovering around you. I shall be glad to then send the Vicksburg
cavalry to that point overland, with a force of cavalry from here to
see them safely tliroxigh. I would send them outtf) the line of the
Mobile and Ohio Railroad, with instructions to follow the, line from
Tupelo well down to Meridian and effectiially destroy the road so
that it cannot again be repaired. I would then have them strike
across to Yazoo City, destroying the railroad on the way between
Canton and Grenada and capture Yazoo City if in possession of the
enemy. If Yazoo City is occupied by the enemy, a force with gun-
boats could be sent up from Vicksburg to co-operate. After waiting
at Yazoo City long enough to recruit the cavalry belonging here
they could return, finishing destruction of Mississippi Central and
Memphis and Mississippi Railroads, north of Grenada.
When they got ready to return from Yazoo City I would send out

an iiifantry force from here to meet them at Panola, -and see them
safely back. If such a move as this should meet with approval I

should like to be authorized to make it, when in my judgment it can
be made successfully.

I have just received your telegram of the Cth, informing me that
5,(X)0 militia from the northwest had been ordered to report to me.
I don't want them unless the troops I now have are to be taken away,
and had rather not have them. I have got all the troops I need for

defense, and with my returning cavalry I can carry the war into
Mississippi and Alabama, if you desire it. At Saint Louis is the
Ninth Iowa Cavalry, fully armed, equipped, and mounted, 1,000

strong. They have been doing nothing for six months but guarding
Benton Barracks. Why cannot we have them here ?

The main object of Forrest's visit to West Tennessee, as avowed
by himself, was to draw troops from General Sherman, to protect

exposed points. In that he has signally failed. West Tennessee
and Kentucky are now clear of any organized rebel force, and no place
in this district is in any danger or in any way threatened.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,

C. C. WASHBURN,
Major- Getip ml, Commandiiig.

Maj. Gen. J. B. McPherson,
Commundiiui DepaHment of th^ Tennessee

.

No. 2.

Rppoiis of Brig. Gen. Samuel D. Sturgis, U. S. Army, cominanding
expedition.

• Headquarters,
Leake's, 15 Miles from Raleigh, May 1, 18^4—2.15 p. m.

(Received 2d.)

Sir : Owing to the heavy rains the roads were very bad, all the
creeks being up and requiring bridges to be either repaired or rebuilt.

The consequence was that the infantry did ncjt reach Raleigh until 9

p. m. last evening. I have brought the wagons this far to enable me
to get as far toward Somerville as possible to-day.

Ten miles farther will probably be all we can make.
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1 sent a ])n.i'ty 1" ()]>(>ii r.oiiinimiic!itio]i witli McMilleu'.s column,
but ;is yet liavn'hcard iiotliiii.i^- froTU liim. I iV;ir he has encountered

more delay Uiaii wn anticii)ated, as the rain was very heavy.

I am hoping to hear from him before leaving this j)oint. It is dif-

ficult to gain any reliable information.

I liave just sent for a negro who is reported to have said that For-

rest is at Oakland with a large force. If so he may attempt to

prevent the junction of our forces.

Word just in that our advance has been fired on some 2 miles

ahead.
Respectfully,

S. D. STURGIS.
Brigadier- General. Co'rnmanding.

General Washburn.

SoMERViLLE, May 2, 1864—11.30 a. m.
General : From all I can learn Forrest was preparing to start

south about last Thursday, and that a portion of his force was expected
to be at this ])lace to-day. I am sending forward rapidly to Bolivar
701 ) select men. under Colonel Karg^, and a section of artillery, and
will move after him witli the remainder of my force at once.

Colonel McMillen has not reached this point, but I am directing
him to hasten up and follow on as rapidly as possible. He will also
transmit -instructions to the commander of the force you sent out
this morning to follow, bringing with them the bridge, as we may
want it to cross the Hatchie.

Fori'est has, bej'ond a doubt, a force of between 6,000 and 8,000.

I hear jiothiug of any of our forces being in the vicinity of Purdy.
Respectfully, your obedient servant,

S. D. STURGIS,
Brigadier- General, Commanding.

Major-General Washburn.

Headquarters U. S. Forces in the Field,
Widow Armiss' House, 10 Miles from Bolivar,

ON Somerville Road,
May 3, 1804—7.15 a. m. (Received 0.30 p. m.)

General : I sent Colonel Kai'g(5 with 700 cavalry and two pieces
of artillery from Colonel Waring's division forward from Somer-
ville at 1 p. m. yesterday. His advance encountered the pickets of
the enemy 7 miles west of Bolivar, Ciwturing 2. He met the
enemy in force, say 800 to 1,000 strong, at Bolivar. After two hours'
severe fighting the enemy was driven from his intrenchments and
retreated through the town in a southeasterly direction, I presume
toward Pocahontas, thougtj the colonel does not say. The enemy
destroyed the bridge over the Hatchie. The Sports of citizens are
very contradictory ; scjme say Foi-rest was there in person, some say
not. It is possible that the main body of the enemy is retreating on
the east bank of the river. I expected to reach Bolivar yesterday.
I am detained very mixch by the delay of Colonel McMillen's column.
I have not yet even received information that he succeeded in cross-
ing tlie Wolf, which, according to his last dispatch, he expected to
cross last night. I was compelled to leave a force at Somerville to
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Kuard M>jfaiiist. a tlirealpiiod Tnovomeiit from tlio diroctioii of Estenaula
t-rosyiiig. I ;un moviiio,- tlic^ wliolc of Coloiidl Waring's column to
Bolivar, wliicli \>\;i,vf it will leacJi hy I p. in. 1 have again ordered
Colonel McMillen to oome up with all jjossible disi)atch. Had
Colonel McMillen joined me yesterday I am confident that the entire
force of the enemy at Bolivar might have been destroyecl.

Colonel McMillen said yesterday that his bridge was very inferior
and broke down at the early part of the crossing.

I have quite reliable information that the railroad is completed to
Corinth, and that General Polk is collecting his army there. Our
loss yesterday is estimated at 2 killed and 10 wounded ; that of the
enemv had not been ascertained.

S. D. STURGIS,
Brigadier- General, Gom'manding.

Major-General Washburn.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Salem, Miss., May 7, 18G4.

General : In reaching Ripley yesterday, I found that the rear of
Forrest's command had passed through that place nearly two days
before. It was there that I had hoped almost against hope to inter-

cept him, but as he was abundantly supplied with forage he was
enabled to travel night and day and thus elude our most strenuous
exertions. Still I should have continued the pursuit had it not been
for the utter and entire destitution of the country from Bolivar to
Ripley, a distance of 40 miles. My horses had scarcely anything to

eat. and my artillery horses absolutely nothing. Had I penetrated
one day's march farther and found the forage equally scarce, as all

my information led me to conclude, I should have not only failed to

(overtake Forrest but would have been compelled to abandon my
artillery and a great many cavalry horses, as they could not have re-

turned over that increased distance. I need hardly assure you that
it was with greatest reluctance and after mature deliberation with
myself and my principal officers that I resolved to abandon the chase
as" ho])eless. I will remain to-morrow in camp near this place for

the purpose of feeding and resting, and the meantime can hear from
yon. Though we could not catch the scoundrel we are at least rid

of him, and that is something.
- * S. D. STURGIS,

Brigadier-- General.

Major-General Washburn.

Headquarters U. S. Forces,
Robinson's House, 3 miles from Salem,

On Salem and Moscov^r Road,
3Iay 8, 1§(!4— 2.30 p. m.

General : Your dispatch of this a. m. is received. This com-
mand will rea(,']i the vicinity of Moscow to-morrow night. If you
can send some forage there by that time it would be well to do so.

Very respectrully,
S. D. STURGIS,

Brigadier-General, Commanding.
Major-General Washburn.
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Memphis, Tenn., May v.), 1X04.

Genekai, : My liHl(^ ca.in]).'!.].!;'!! isovcr, and, Iregrettf) say, Forrest
is still at largt*. Ht^ did jiot coine to West Toimessee for the jnirpose

of fighting, niiless it niii^'ht so happen that he could fall upon some
little party or defenseless place, and being well mounted and having,
of course, eveiy facility for gaining information of our movements
it is idle to follow hini except with an equal force of cavalry, which
we have not in that jjart of the country. I say excej)t with an eqiial

force of cavalry, but even then he has so many advantages and is so
disposed to run that I feel that all that could be done in any case
would be to drive him out, unless, indeed, he might be trapped, as
would certainly, I think, have been the case had a force been sent
to co-operate with mine at Purdy.

I regret very mucla that I could not have the pleasure of bringing
yoii his hair, but he is too great a plunderer to fight anything like an
equal force, and we have to be satisfied with driving him from the
State. He may turn on your communications and I rather think he
will, but see no way to prevent it from this point and with this force.

I inclose you a copy of my report to General Washburn.
When at Nashville I intimated that it was important I sliould be at

Covington, Ky. , for a short time, and I will repair to that point and
await your instructions, unless I hear of your moving in the mean
time and see an opening where I might be useful.

I am, general, very respectfully, your obedient servant,
S. D. STURGIS,

Brigadier- General.
Maj. Gen. W. T. Sherman,

Nashville, Term., Comdg Division of the Mississippi.

[luclosure.]

Headquarters U. S. Forces in the Field,
Memphis, Tenn., May 12, 1804.

Major : I have the honor to submit the following report of the
operations of this command, consisting of Col. George E. Waring's
cavalry division, 3,000 strong, with six pieces of artillery and four
mountain howitzers ; Col. W^. L. McMillen's infantry biigade, 2,000
strong, with six pieces of artillery; and Colonel Harris' infantry
brigade, 1,400 strong, with iowv pieces of artillery.

In compliance with Si)ecial Orders. No. 7, headquarters District of
West Tennessee, issued April 2!). tl*e Giivalry Division (excepting the
Fourth Regiment I(jwa Cavalry) and the One hundred and thirteenth
Illinois Infantry moved early <m the morning of the 30th riltimo in
the direction of Somerville, while Colonel McMillen's brigade, pro-
vided with a pontoon bridge, were transported by railroad to Gris-
som's Station, where it wcmld be joined by the Foiirth Iowa Cavalry,
with instructions to cross the Wolf River there and join the cavalry
at Somerville. Owing to the heavy rains the roads were in very bad
condition, and the delays occasioned in constructing and repairing
bridges rendered it impossible for the cavali'y column to move be-
yond Raleigh, 15 miles from Memphis.
Early the next morning (May 1) the march was resumed, and the

wagons used for the transp<jrtation of the One hundred and thirteentli
Illinois Infantry ordered to re])(n-t at Memjjhis, under a cavalry
escort from the halt made during the day, 15 miles east of Raleigh.
This column encamped for the night 23 miles east of Raleigh, and

entered Somerville Monday moi-ning, the 2d instant, at 11 a. m.,
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wIh'11 I halte'l tlie cavalry to await Uw apjn'oacli of Colonel M(^Mil-
lull's In-iji^afle. wlio infoviiUMl nio by couriHi- Ihal, lie hail suceociled in
crussiiig the Wolf River witli one regiment of infantry and three
companies of cavalry. The regiment of infantry he immediately
sent forward to bridge the north fork of the same stream. I subse-
([nently received word from him that in attempting to cross his train
the bridge, which he reported as being a very imperfect and -bad one,
Avas rendered completely useless by a wagon breaking through and
siiiking one of the boats. This made it necessary to consti-nct a new
bridge, and the remainder of his command could not be moved over
until 3 o'clock Tuesday morning (May 3).

Having received information that Forrest was concentrating his
force at Jackson with the intention of moving south, and also intel-

ligence from the major-general commanding the district that it had
been unofficially reported to him that a division of our infantry had
moved uj) the Tennessee River with the intention of occupying Purdy,
and thus to cut off Forrest's line of retreat in that direction, I did
not deem it safe to move forward the entire cavalry force until the
infantry had arrived to within supporting distance, or had at least

effected the crossing of the Wolf River and its fork, as it would
have enabled the enemy to pass over the Hatchie River at the Este-
naula crossing, on the direct road from Somerville to Jackson, by
means of the' pontoon he had with him, and to move between the
cavalry and Colonel McMillen's infantry brigade, thus giving him
an opportimity to destroy both in detail. Under these circumstances
I ordered Colonel Waring, at 1 p. m.. May 2, to send Colonel Karg^
forward to Bolivar with the Second New Jersey and Tenth Missouri
Cavalry, with two pieces of artillery (in all, 700 strong), for the pur-
pose of gaining more definite information of the enemy's movements,
and. if possible, to secure the bridge he had thrown across the Hatchie
River at that point. The remainder of Colonel Waring's division I

halted 5 miles from Somerville, on the Bolivar road, to support Col-
onel Karge should he meet with any considerable force, or to oppose
an advance from the Estenaula crossing should that be attempted,
until I could gain satisfactory tidings from Colonel McMillan, to

whom I had sent word to move up with all dispatch.
During the night I received information from Colonel Karg^ that

his advance had encountered the enemy's vedettes, 7 miles from Bol-
ivar, to which jjlace he pursued them, and then met the enemy with
a force equal if not larger than his ownrco«imanded by Forrest in
person. After a sharp engagement of nearly an hour's duration he
had succeeded, in dislodging the enemy from the earth-works and
ritie-pits, which had been thrown up there before, and finally drove
him through the swampy bottoms in the direction of Pocahontas
and Middleton, not, however, until the bridge over the Hatchie River
had been destroyed. Our loss in this engagement was 2 killed and
ID wounded. The enemy's loss was much heavier, owing to the
determination of our troops and the superiority of our arms and
artillery, which the enemy was not at all providec^ wath. Among
his wounded were several officers, including Forrest's adjiitant-gen-

eral. whose arm was shattered by a carbine ball.

I immediately ordered the entire cavalry force to move to Bolivai'

at daylight in the morning (May 3), and ordered Colonel McMillen
to join there as rapidly as possible with his own brigade, as well as

the additional infantry force commanded by Colonel Harris, and
which had overtaken him while bridging the Wolf River.
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The cavalry arriverl at BoliviiT oji tliu aficnioon of Ww. :J(1 instant,

so as to push forward towai'd Piirdy and to co-oi^'raii; witli tlio

force from the Tennessee River, which I judged, I'l-cnn tlie informa-

tion received, had arrived from Cairo and was moving in that direc-

tion also. In the mean time I had sent 200 of the Fourth Iowa Cav-
alry, commanded by Captains Woods and , of the same regi-

ment, to the Brownsville and Estenaula crossings, with instructions

to press laborers and tools, and to lay out timber for bridges, thus to

occupy the attention of the enemy and i.)revent his crossing tliere un-
til a new bridge could be built at Bolivar, so as to move on to Purdy.
The infantry and the sujjply train arrived at Bolivar (m the ith

instant, at noon, where the remainder of the day was consumed in

issuing rations and affording the infantry a short and necessary rest.

The bridge was nearly completed when I felt convinced from in-

formation brought in by scouts tliat the rear of Forrest's connnand
had reached Purdy on Monday night, the 2d instant, and that his

entire force was pushing on to Tupelo, Miss. ; also that there was
no co-operating force moving up from the Tennessee River.
The enemy, having all cavalry, was enabled to move much more

rapidly, and could keep our iiursiiing force, the greater portion being-

infantry, at any distance he might desire. Though he had already
a two days' march the advantage, and a rapid and unfordable stream
as a safe barrier against any flank movement, I ordered Colonel
Waring to pursue with his cavalry division at daylight on the
morning of the 5th and to move as far in the direction of Ripley as
possible, thinking that the enemy would make a stand there to

enable him to move off the immense train of sujiplies he was reported
as sending down by way of Corinth.
On the 6th instant I directed Colonel Waring to send reconnoiter-

ing parties to Ripley, to Hatchietown, and to Salem, and with his

command at Mud Creek (8 miles north of Ripley) I directed him to
await the arrival of the infantry, which came up in the afternoon of
the same day.
Information brought in by the reconnoitering forces as well as that

derived from prisoners captured at Ripley, from citizens of that
place, and a deserter, proved beyond a doubt that Forrest's forces had
again united at Tupelo, on the Mobile and Ohio Railroad, and were
moving toward Okolona. The immense trains he was reported as
having brought Avith him was an entire exaggei'ation, and consisted
only of pressed wagons for the tran^Dortation of sufficient forage to
give two brigades a two days' supply at Corintli and five days'
rations to his men, and were released and retiirned to their owners.
Knowing that a further pursuit in a country entirely destitute of

forage would compel me to abandon much of my artillery in another
day, from the fact that many horses had already given out and been
abandoned along the road, and it being re])resented to me that the
condition of the horses of the Fourth Iowa Cavalry in particular was
such that it would necessitate the abandoning of one-half of them
unless they could have ample rest and fortige, I therefore held a
consultation with commanding officers of divisions and brigades, who
unanimously agreed with me to move back to the railroad termiiuis.
and were of the opinion that to continue the pursuit to Tupelo or
Okolona woifld be certain disaster to ourselves unless amply pro-
vided with rations and forage necessary for such a campaign.
On the morning of the 7th the infantry, followed by the cavalry,

therefore marched to i miles beyond Salem, and the whole command
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oiieamped on tho Jbamar road. The troops being exhausted from long
and fatiguing marches, and the horses much jaded and broken down,
I did not move on Sunday, the 8th instant, 'but allowed both men
and animals to rest.

Receiving the dispatcli of the major-general commanding the same
afternoon to return to Moscow, and informing me that trains would
Ije tliere to receive the infantry, I moved the command to Grissom's
Station the next day (9th instant), where the greater portion of the
infantry was embarked on the cars and arrived at Memphis in the
night. The remainder of the infantry arrived at Memphis on Mon-
day, the 10th instant, while instructions were given Colonel Waring,
commanding the cavalry, to return to Memphis with his division and
to escort the wagon train and artillery.
Though it is desirable to have chronicled a defeat and ront of the

eiiomy, the resiilts of the expedition are the same ; his forces were
divided and compelled to abandon a section of country he had so
long occupied. His thorough knowledge of the country, and the
advantage in having good [horses], together with the sympathies of
tlie people in giving him information of our movements, enabled him
to beat a rapid retreat to Mississippi, into which State he was pur-
siied for 30 miles, and the chase ouly then given up when the pov-
erty and barrenness of the coiintry to subsist an army unprovided
for a regular campaign made it necessary. The plan of campaign
suggested by Major-General Washburn was based in a measure upon
the idea of a co-operating force at Purdy, and had that force been in
position it would have closed the only door by which Forrest's com-
mand could possibly have escaped, and I believe would have resulted
in its capture or destruction.

I avail myself of this opportunity to thank the general command-
ing the district for the promj^tness with which everything in his
power was furnished me to render the expedition successful.

I have the honor to be, sir, very respectfully, your obedient
servant,

S. D. STURGIS,
Brigadier-General, Commanding Expedition.

Maj. William H. Morgan, .4. A. G.

No. 3.

Itiiiernry affile First Brigade, Cavalry Division, Sixteenth Array
Corps, commanded by Col. George E. Waring, jr., Fourth Mis-
souri Cavalry.*

April .'50. the mounted part of this brigade, under Colonel Karg^,
Second New Jersey Cavalry, marched out the Randolph road to
Raleigh ; 17 miles.

May 1, on the march. The brigade, under command of Colonel
Karge, Second New Jersey Cavalry, Colonel Waring in command
of the Cavalry Division, left Raleigh, Tenn., and marched to Oak-
land ; 2:1 miles.

May :.', marched from Oakland to Bolivar ; 32 miles. Engaged
Forrest, commanding- superior forces in person; beat him. The
bi'igade lost 'i killed and 5 wounded ; enemy lost 7 dead and 20
wounded, including 4 officers.

May 5, marched from Bolivar to near Ripley, Miss. ; 35 miles.

* From returns for April awl May, }8§4.
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May 6, marched ou the Ri;ckersville road ; S miles.

May 7, marched to beyond Salem, Miss.; 16 miles.

May t), marched to Grissom's Bridge ; 18 miles.

May 10, marched to Germantowii, Tenn. ; 15 miles.

May 11, marched to White's Station, Temi. ; 5 miles. Colonel
Waring assumed command. The camp was moved from Fort Pick-
ering to White's Station. Remained in camp durilig the rest of the
month, sending lai"ge and small parties out to the east and southeast.

May 22. one scouting party of the Fourth Missouri Cavalry was
attacked by a large party of rebels while passing over very broken
ground, near Mount Pleasant, Miss. ; lost 8 killed and i wounded aud
l)risoners.

No. -1.

Eejwrt of Maj. P. Jones Yorke, Second Neiv Jersey Ccwalry.

Headquarters Second New Jersey Cavalry,
White's Station, Tenn., May 11, 1804.

General : I have the honor to report that on the .30th of April a

force under the command of Brigadier-General Sturgis left Mem-
])his in pursuit of General Forrest.

On the 2d of May we reached Somerville, Tenn., and halted. It

being ascertained that a force of the enemy held the town of Bolivar,

on the Hatchie River, a distance of 23 miles from Somerville, Colonel
Karge, commanding the First Cavalry Brigade, was sent forward
with a force consisting of 200 of the Tentli Missouri Cavalry, 400 of

the Second New Jersey Cavalry, and a section of guns belonging to

the Tenth Missouri Cavalry. Starting at 1.30 p. m., we made a
forced and very rapid march, and found the enemy, 800 strong,
under command of Major-General Forrest, in position beliind strong
intrenchments and fortifications, about 1 mile from Bolivar. Aftei-

a severe engagement of two hours' duration we routed the enemy
and drove them from their intrenchments and through the town,
and but for the lateness of the hour (it being after 8 p. m.) and our
utter ignorance of the country through which the enemy retreated,
would have captured or destroyed the entire force.

The loss of our regiment in this action was 2 killed, 5 wounded,
and 20 horses killed and wounded.
The names of the killed are*^ Orderly Sergt. E. E. Cooper, Com-

pany F, and Private George Schweitzer, Company H. The 5 wounded
are : Frank Malone, Comiiany A ; Oscar Rudolph, Company A

;

Michael McSorley, Company F; Martin Pirman, Company F; John
Egan, ComjDany H.
The regiment behaved nobly, and especially I would mention

Company E, under command of Lieut. Lewis Rainear, who opened
and took the brunt of the action.

I am happy to say that the Second New Jersey Cavalry enjoys the
best reputation, and the esteem not only of the commanding general,
but all the troops in this department.

I have the honor to be, general, very respectfully, your obedient
I8ery^^.nt.

P, JONES YORKE,
Major, Commanding.

(_+tiiinrAi Houm'f F. StuuK'J.'o«,
"

Ajlht'tnnt'--G'f^'mral, State, of NfW Jersey,
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No. 5.

Itineranj of ilie Firai Brigade. Firni Diviniov, Siaiecvth Arviy
Corps, coviiuniKJed hy Col. William L. McMillen. Nineiij-fifih

Ohio Infantry.*

Tliis brigade marclied as iiavt of an ('xi)pdit.ioii under Brigadier-
General Sturgis on Aijril -Hi It ])i'oc(^eded hy i-ail to Avitliin 4 miles
of Moscow. Tenn. , where the bridge across Wolf River was (h'Stroyed.

It was detained there Imilding a l)ridge.

May 2, marched in the direction of Somerville, Teini., going simio

5 )niles T)efore encamping.
May '.], inai'ched to within 8 miles of Bolivar.
May 4. reached Bolivar, where the brigade found the cavalry forces

luider General Sturgis ; remained until next day.
May 5, whole force marched oiit on the Pocahontas road ; marched

in a soiitherly direction until the evening of the 7th, when it reached
Salem, Miss., and encamped.
May 9, marched in the direction of Mem])his, i-eaching that city

the same evening, sine* wlucli time it has been doing jiicket duty at

this i^lace.

*rnmi ri;tuni for May, 1864.
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Abeel's (Alfred) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 4th Regiment.

Adams' (Wirt) Cavalry. See ilieaisaippi Troops.

Aken's (William S.) Infantry. See Union Troops (Colored), blst Regiment.

Akin's(James H.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate, Olh Battalion.

Alabama First Siege Artillery, A. D. See Union Troops (Colored), 6th Regiment,

Heary.

Allen's (George P.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Union, 1st Regiment (Vedette).

Allison's (Eoliand H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 53d Regiment.

Almon's (Harry) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 31st Regiment.

Anderson Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, Ibih Regiment. •

Anderson's (Nathan) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 32d Regiment.

Anderson's (William B.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 60th Regiment.

Ashby's (H. M.) Cavalry. Sec Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

Asbford's (Frederick A.) Infantry. See Alabama Troop«, Confederate, 16th Regiment.

Baker's (Alpheus) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate, 54th Regiment,

Baker's (Myron) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 74th Regiment,

Ballentine's (John G.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops.

Barbour Artillery. See Alabama Troops, Confederate.

Barnes' (George F.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, I6th Regiment.

Barniim's (William L.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 11th Regiment.

Barry's (Robert L.) Artillery. See Loolcout Artillery, post.

Barry's (Robert P.) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, \6th Regiment, 1st Baltalion.

Barteau's (C. R.) Cavalry. See Teuneasce Troops, Confederate.

Bassford's (Stephen A.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 94th Tiegiment.

Bates' (J. C.) Cavalry. Scr Texas Troops, 'Jtk Regiment.

Beatty's (John W.J Cavalry. See Teunesstf Troops, Union, 7th Regiment.

Beebe's (Yates V.) Artillery. Sim; iVinronsin. Tri^ps^ 10th Battery.

Beeres' (Charles H.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 16lh Regimtnt.

Belknap's (William W. ) Infantry. See /««« Troops, lUih Regiment.

Bell's (William B.) Infantry. See Jonn Tronpa, Pth Regiment.

Bennett's (John E.) Infantry. See77ii«»is Troopx. 7oth Regiment.

Benteen's (Frederick W.) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 10th Regiment.

Benton's (Coleman D.) Infantry, See Keutucky Troops, Union, Hth Regiment.

Berry's (T. G. ) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 9th Regiment.

Bingham's (George B. ) Infantry. See fRsconsin Troops, 1st Regiment.

Bishop's (William W. ) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 49th Rejfiment.

Blackburn's (Joseph H.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, iith Regiment.

Blackburn's (Thomas J.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 'id Battery.

Bledsoe's (Willis S.) Bushwrhackers. (Official designation uol of record.) See

Willis S. Bledsoe.

* Keffircuces, uuiuss otherwise iDtUcat^di am to intlcx ftiTlhWioj^

(-ah)
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Bolen's( Captain) Cavalry. (Official desigi ation not of record.) See Captain Bolen.

Boone's (J. Rowan) Infantry. See Eentuck/i Troops, Union, '281h Regiment.

Boone's (William P.) Infantry. See Eentuclcij Troops, Union, 28tli Reijtment.

Booth's (Lionel F.) Heavy Artillery. See Union Troops (Colored), CM Veyiment.

Bouancbaud's (Alcide) Artillery. See Pointo Coupee Artillery, jiost, liattrr;/ J.

Bowman's (Charles S.) Cavalry. See Union Troops, Regulars, ith Regiment.

Boyles' (William) Cavalry. See Alahama Troops, Confederate, b6ih Regiment.

Bradford's (William F.) Cavalry. Sec Tennessee JVoops, Union.

Bradley's (Daniel) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 'iOtli Regiment.

Briant's (Cyrus E.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, SSth Regiment.

Brookbaven Artillery. See Mississippi Troops.

Bro-wn's ^eorge E.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 9th Battery.

Brown's (William N.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 20th Regimen..

Browne's (Thomas M.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, Ith Regiment.

Brow^nlo-w's (James P.) Cavalry. Seo Tennensee Troops, Union. \st Regiment.

Brumback's (Jefferson) Infantry. Sec Ohio Ti-oi>ps, 9bth Regiment.

Buckner Artillery. See Mississippi Troops.

Burgh's (Henry B.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 0th Regiment.

Burnett's (Henry S.) Infantry. Sfe Michigan Troops, 10th Regiment.

Bus-well's (Nicholas C.) Infantry. Sec Illinois Troops, 'Md Regiment.

Camp's (John L.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, ^\lh Regiment.

Carey's (Oliver H. P.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 3G//i Regiment.

Carr's (Henry M.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, lid Regiment.

Carter's (James E. ) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

Carter's (Joe) Bushvrbackers, Cavalry. (Official designation not of record.) See

Joe Carter.

Caudill's (D.J.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, llth Regiment.

Chalmers' (Alexander H.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, IHth Battalion.

Chapman's (James V.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 12'2d Regiment.

Charpentier's (Stephen) Artillery. See Alahama Troops, Confederate.

Cheek's (Christopher T.) Cavalry. See Eenlncky Troops, Union, 5th Regiment.

Chicago Board of Trade Artillery. See Illinois Troops.

Cladek's (John J.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 3bth Regiment.

Claiborne's (James R.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, :Mth Battalion.

Clancy's (Charles W.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, b2d Regiment.

Clark Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate.

Cleary's (William) Cavalry. See William F. Bradford's Cavalry, ante.

Coates' (James H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, llth Regiment.

Cockerill's (Armstead T. M.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, iith Regiment.

CoUlns' (Garrett L.) Cavahy. See IllinoisJTrotps, -ith Regiment

Columbus Artillery. See Georgia Troops.

Cook's (Alphonso F.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, Sth Regiment.

Cook's (Jeremiah B.) Cavalry. See Union Troops (Colored), :irf Regiment.

Cook's (William E.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 2d Regiment.

Coon's (Datus E.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 2d Regiment.

Cooper's (Charles S.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery D.
Corbin's (Henry C.) Infantry. See Union Troops (Colored), 14th Regiment.

Corns' (James M.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 8th Regiment.

Cowan's (James J.) Artillery. See Mississippi Troojis, lift Regiment, Battery G.
Craudal's (Frederick M.) Infantry. See Union Troops (Colored), i8th Regiment.

Crews' (J. M.) Cavalry. See Charles McDonald's Cavalry,post.

Croft's (Edward) Artillery. See Columbus Artillery, ante.

Crosley's (George W.) Infantry. See lona Troops, 'id Regiment.

Cross' (William) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, Ad Regiment.

Crosslaud's (Ed.) Infantry, Sec Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 7lh Regiment.
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Crowe's (Samuel S.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 93d Regiment.

Culberson's (A. B.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops, Hth Battalion State Guards.

Cunningham's (Richard D.) Heavy Artillery. See Union Troops {Colored), 8th Reg-

iment.

Curtis' (Isaac W.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery K.

Darden's (Putnam) Artillery. See Jefferson Artillery, post. '

Davenport's (William; Home Guards. See Georgia Troops.

Davidson's (Francis M.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, Uth Regiment

Davidson's (Henry G.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Wth Regiment.

Davis' (Reuben A.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, lltli Regiment.'

Davis' (William P.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 23d Regiment.

De Groat's (Charles H.) Infeintry. See Wisconsin, Troops, 22d Regiment.

Dibrell's (George G.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

Dickerson's (Christopher J.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, Wlh Regiment.

Dillard's Home Guards. (Official designation not of record.) Sec Dillard.

DUvirorth's (Caleb J.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 85th Regiment.

DoUard's (Peter) Company. (Official designation not of record. ) Se& Peter Bollard.

Doss' (W. L.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, Uth Regiment.

Drake's (J. L.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, ZZd Regiment.

Duckworth's (William L.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

Duer's (John O.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 46th Regiment.

Duff's (William L.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, I'Jih Battalion.

Dumonteil's (P.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, Uth Regiment.

Dunlop's (Isaac L.) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 9th Regiment.

Earle's (R. G.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate, 'Zd Regiment.

Earp's (C. R.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, Wth Regiment.

Eaton's (Charles G.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 72d Regiment.

likings' (Robert M.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, Sith Regiment.

Elkin's (Rush L.) Cavedry. See Texas Troops, ^th Regiment.

Elliott's (Marcus D.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery 3.

English's (George H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 32d Regiment.

Estes' (Benjamin P.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, VMh Regiment.

Exum's (James T.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, bth Regiment.

Faman's (James) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 5th Regiment.

Farrar's (Josiah) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 99th Regiment.

Farrell's (M. ) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 15th Regiment.

Faulkner's (W. W.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 12th Regiment.

Febles' (John C.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 7th Regiment.

Ferguson's (Champ) Guerrillas. (Official deaigndl;ioi9 not of record.) See Champ

Ferguson.

Ferguson's (Milton J.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 16Wi Regiment.

Fitch's (John A.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery E.

Floumoy's (P. C.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 2d and Uth Regiments.

Forney's (George H.) Infantry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 1st Battalian.

Forrest's Escort Cavalry. See Forrest Guards, post.

Forrest Guards Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

Forrest's (Jeffrey E.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Confederals,

Foster's (John S.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, ith Company.

Fowle's (Nathaniel W.) Mounted Rifles. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, '3d

Battalion.

Fry's (John C.) Infantry. . See Ohio Troops, 20th Regiment.

Gallup's (George W.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, Uth Regiment.

Gates' (Elijah) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 1x1 and M Regiments.

George's (James Z.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 5th Regiment.

George's (John F.) Infantry. See Massachusetts Troops, 'id Uegirmnt.
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Gifford's (Ira R.) Cavalry. See IlUnoia Troops, 9th Regiment.

Gilbert's (James I.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, ii7ih Begiment.

Ginn's (Thomas J.) Artillery. See /ndiona Troops, M Battery.

Gittinga' (Erskine) Artillery. See Union Troops, Regulars, 3d Regiment, Batteries L
and M.

Gleason's (Newell) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 87th Regiment

Good's (Joseph) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 108th Regiment

Goodnow's (James) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, I2th Regiment

Goodspeed's (Wilbnr F.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A.

Gray's (Thomas P.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 7th Regiment.

Green's (George) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 7bth Regiment.

Griffith's (John) Infantry. See Arkansas Troops, 11th Regiment.

Growrer'a (William T. C.) Infantry. See Neio York Troops, 17ih Regiment.

Hall's (George E.) Infantry. See JVuie York Troops, 123d Regiment.

Hall's (William) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 11th Regiment.

Hamilton's (Oliver P.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

Hammond's (John W.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Gbth Regiment.

Hampton Legion. See South Carolina Troops.

Hannon's (M. W.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate, 53d Regiment.

Hardee's (Henry W.) Artillery. See Minnesota Troops, 2d Battery.

Hardy's (Major) Battalion. (Official designation not of record.) See Major Sardy.

Harmon's (Oscar F.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 125<ft Regiment.

Harris' (Clark M.) Artillery. See Michigan Troops, 1st Regiment, Battery A.

Harris' (J. L.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 2d Regiment.

Harris' (Samuel J.) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, 19th Battery.

Harris' (William C.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 38th Regiment

Harrison's (Thomas J.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 8th Regiment.

Ha-wkins' (A. T.) Sharpshooters. See Mississippi Troops, loth Battalion.

Hawkins' (Edwin E.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 27th Regiment.

Havrkins' (Isaac E.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 7th Regiment

Haymond's (Henry) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 18th Regiment, 2d Battal-

ion.

Heath's (William H.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 33d Regiment.

Heilman's (William H.) Artillery." See Union Troops, Regulars, ith Regiment, Bat-

tery H.

Heinrichs' (Gustav) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Union, ith Regiment
Helena Artillery. See Arkansas Troops.

Helmer's(EobertW.) Cavalry.' See Tennessee Troops, Union, 7th Regiment.

Henderson's (E. J.) Infantry. See Geotgi^ifTroops, 42d Regiment.

Henry's (William A.) Infantry. See New Jersey Troops, 3Wi Regiment.

Hepburn's (William P.) Cavalry. Sec Iowa Troops, 2d Regiment.

Hess' (Joseph C.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, I'.Hh Regiment
Hibbetts' (Jefferson J.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 32d Regiment
Hicks' (Stephen G.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, iOlh Regiment
HiU's (Sylvester G.) Infantry. See loica Troops, 35/fe Regiment
Holahan's (Amos J.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 10th Regiment
Holt's (H. C.) Artillery. See Buckner Artillery, ante.

Hoole's (James L. ) Artillery. See Pettiis Flying Ar'kllery, post.

Hoskins' (James A.) Artillery. See Brookhaven Artillery, ante.

Hotchkiss' (William A.) Artillery. See Minnesota Troops, 2d hallrry.

House's (William T.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 3'id Regiment
Hovis' (L. B.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, Isl Regiment, Partisan Rangers.
Howe's (James H.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 32d Regiment.

Howe's (John H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 12ith Regiment

* Temporarily commanding.
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Hubbara's (Lucius F.) Iiifantry, See Minnesota Troops, 5(A Regiment.

Hunters (Alexander M.) Artillery. &&& Union Troops (.Colored), 26, Itegiment, Battery D.
Hurd's (Orrin D.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 'iOth Regiment.

Hurst's (Fielding) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, Cith Regiment.

Inge's (W. M.) Cavalry. See Jlfi«.«is.syjjM, Troops, 12«7i Regiment.

lunes' (William P.) Engineers. See MicUgan Troops, Ut Regiment.

Ives' (Samuel S.) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate, 3bth Regimfint.

Jackson's (James) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate, 27tl! Regiment.

Jefferson Artillery. See Mississippi Troops.

Jefferson's (John W.) Infantry. Sec Wisconsin Troops, 8th Regiment.

Jeffress' (William C.) Artillery. See Nottotvay Artillerij, post.

Jenkins' (Jeremiah W.) Infantry. See loua Troops, 3l8« Regiment.

JesBup's (William) Cavalry. See OMo Troops, 5th Regiment.

Johnston's (Henry S.) Artillery. See Clark ArtiUeri/, ante.

Jolly's (John H.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 89th Regiment.

Jones' (Charles C.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Idth Regiment.

Jones' (Dudley W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 9th Regiment.

Jones' (William) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 5od Regiment.

Kammerliug's (Giistave) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 9th Regiment.

Karge's (Joseph) Cavalry. See New Jersey Troops, 'id Regiment.

Kenner's (P. M.) Cavalry. See Orleans Light Rorse CaraIry,post.

Kentucky First Heavy Artillery, A. D. See Union Troops [Colored), 8th Regiment.

Kern's (Louis) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, Gth liatlertj.

Kerr's (Lucien H.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, llth Regiment.

Ketner's (James) Infantry. See Kansas Troojjs, \st Regiment.

Key's (TUoiuas J.) Artillery. See Helena Artillery, ante.

Kilborn's (Lawsou S.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 72d Regiment.

Kilgour's (William M.) Infantry.* See Illinois Troops, HOth Regiment.

Kimble's (Thomas V.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, Sith Regiment.

King's (Houston) Artillery. See Clark Artillery, ante.

King's (John F.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, lUlh Regiment.

Kinney's (Thomas J.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, ll9th Regiment.

Kirkbride's (Andrew B.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, id Regiment.

Klein's (Robert) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, '.id Regiment.

Knap's (.foseph M.) Artillery. See Pennsylvania Troops, Battery E.

Knispel's (Charles P.) Artillery. Hee Missouri Troops, Union.

Kolb's CRenben F.) Artillery. See Barbour Artillery, ante.

Kuhu's (John H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 9th Regiment.

Lamberg's (Carl A.) Artillery. See Union Troops {Colored), 2d Regiment, Battery I).

Langen's (Edward) Cavalry. See Missouri Troaits,.pnion, ith Regiment.

Larkin's (Victor C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 25th Regiment.

Latham's (Ephraim) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Union, 1st Regiment ( Vedette).

Learning's (Mack J. ) Cavalry. See William F. Bradford's Cavalry, ante.

Lee's (James W.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 3d Regiment.

Lee's (Stephen D.) Escort Cavalry. See T. M. Nelson's Cavalry, post.

Le Fever's (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 99th Regiment.

Lesslie's (Joseph P.) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, ilh Regiment.

L'Hommedieu's (Samuel) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, .ibth Regiment.

Lilly's (Eli) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, )Sth Battery. ^

Locher's (Michael H.) Infantry. See Pennsylrania Troops, 79th Regiment.

Logwood's (Thomas H.) Cavalry. See 7''. M. Stewart's Cavalry, post.

Lookout Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

Louisiana Eighth Infantry, A. D. See Union Troops {Colored), 47 th Regiment.

. Louisiana Tenth Infantry, A. D. See Union Troops {Colored), i8th Regiment.

* Temporarily commandiog.
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Louisiana Twelfth Infantry, A. D. See Union Troops {Colored), r>(Jlk liegiment.

Lowe's (Samuel A.) Cavalry. See lUinois Troops, itk Regiment.

Lowry's (Robert) Infantry. See Missisnipjri Troops, Gth Regiment.

Lubbers' (John) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 26Wi Regiment.

Lusk's ^William H.) Cavalry. See Misso^iri Troops, Union, lOth Regiment.

Lynch's (William F.) Infantry. See Illinois Troop's, 58<A Regiment.

Mabry's (Hinchie P.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 3(? Regiment.

McBath's (William E.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, M Regiment.

McBee's (J. T.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 2Sili, Regiment.

McClure's (John D. ) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 47t7i Regiment.

McConnell's (Henry K.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 71st Regiment.

McCook's (Anson G.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 2d Regiment.

McCown's (James) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 3d and bth Regiments.

McCracken's (William) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 98th Regiment.

McCulloch's (Robert) Cavalry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 2d Regiment.

McDonald's (Charle.s) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

MoGuirk's (John) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 'id Regiment (State).

McEee's (George C.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, llth Regiment.

McLemore's (William S.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

McLendon's (J. M.) Artillery. See Mississippi Troops, Uth Battalion, 'Battery C.

MoNaughton's (Harlow P) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, 7th Battery.

Magee's (David W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, SGih Regiment.

Matson's (Courtland C.) Cavalry. %ee Indiana Troops, 6th Regiment.

Max'well's (W. L.) Cavalry. See John G. Ballentine's Cavalry, ante.

May's (Back) Home Guards. (Official designation not of record.) See Buck May.
Mead's (L. G.) Guerrillas. (Official designation not of record.) See Z. G. Mead.

Mellon's (T. A.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 3d Regiment.

Merriam'e (Jonathan) Infantry. See IllinoisTroops, 117th Regiment.

Meyers' (Ernest J.) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 2d Regiment.

Mihalotzy's (Geza) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 2ith Regiment.

Miller's (Horace H.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Ti-oops.

Mills' (James K.) Infantry. Bee Missouri Troops, Union, 2Ath Regiment.

Mims' (David A.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 39th Regiment.

Minnis' (John B.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 3d Regiment.

Mississippi First Cavalry, A. D. See Union Troops (Colored), 3d Regiment.

Mitchell's (Greenville M.) Infantry. Seelllinois Troops, 5Ath Regiment. •

Montgomery's (Milton) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 25th Regiment.

Mooney's (James) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, 19th liegiment, 1st Battal
ion.

Moore's ( ) Artillery. See Clark Artillery, ante.

Moore's (David H.) Infantry. See Ohio'lroops, 12'>th Regiment.

Moore's (Edwin) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 21st Regiment.
Moore's (Franklin) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment.

Moore's (Jesse H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, llbth Regiment.

Moore's (Jonathan B. ) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 33d Regiment.

Moore's (Risdon M.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 117th Regiment.

Morrison's (Alfred) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, bih Battery.

Morrow's (John C.) Infantry. See Ohio 'Troops, 92d Regiment.

Morse's (Francis W. ) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, Wh Batteiy.

Morton's (John W., jr.) Artillery. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

Murray's (Charles D.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 89(/i Regiment.

Murray's (Thomas B. ) Guerrillas. (Official designation not of record. ) See Tlwmas
B. Murray. •

Nale's (John H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, ilst Regiment.

Neely's (James J.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.
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Neffs (Andrew J.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 8ith Regiment.
Nelson's (T. M.) Cavalry. See Georgia Troops.

Newbold's (Joseph H.) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, Uth Regiment.
Newsom's (Joliu F.) Cavalry. See Tenncmee. Troops, Confederate.

Nolte's (John F.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, Uth Regiment.
Notto-way Artillery. See Virginia Troops.

Oliver's (John M.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, loth Regiment.
,

Oliver's (William S.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Union, 1th Regiment.
Orleans Light Horse Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops.

Osband's (Embury D.) Cavalry. See Union Troops (Colored), 3d Regiment.
Overmyer's (George W. ) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, Hist Regiment.
Owens' (James A.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troojis.

Paine's (Nathan) Cavalry. See Wisconsin Troops, 1st Regiment.
Palmer's (William J.) Cavalry. See Pennsylvania Troops, 15th Regiment.
Palmetto Artillery. See South Carolina Troops.

Pardee's (Ario, jr.) Infantry. See Pennsylvania Troops, U7th Regiment.
Park's (J. M.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 1st Regiment, Partisan Rangers.

Parkell's (Alonzo B.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 4th Regiment.

Patterson's
( Josiah) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate, 5th Regiment.

Patterson's (Michael L.) Infantry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, 4th Regiment.

Pearson's (Robert N.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 31st Regiment.

Peebles' (Ferdinand E.) Infantry. See Union Troops (Colored), 47tt Regiment.

Perkins' (George T.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, lQ5th Regiment.

Perkins' (MarlandL.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops.

Peters' (John H.) Cavalry. See Joioa Troops, 4t.h Regiment.

Peters' (William E.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 21ge Regiment.

Pettus Flying Artillery. See Mississippi Troops.

Pinson's (R. A.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 1st Regiment.

Pointe Coupee Artillery. See Louisiana Troops, Confederate.

Potter's (John) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 53d Regiment.

Powell's (Walter H.) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery F.

Presdee's (Joseph B.) C^alry. See Indiana Troops, 2d Regiment.

Pridemore's (Auburn L.) Infantry. See Virginia Troops, 64th Regiment.

Prince's (Edward) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 7th Regiment.

Prosser's (William F.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, id Regiment.

Proudfit's (James K.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 12th Regiment.

Pugh's (Isaac C.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 41st Regiment.

Quin's (Josephus E.) Cavalry. See Confederate Troops, Regulars, 14ih Regiment.

Raffen's (Alexander W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 19th Regiment.

Red's (S.W.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops." »

Reed's (Joseph E.) Artillery. See Iowa Troops, 2d Battery.

Reid's (H. J.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, '22d Regiment.

Reynolds' (Arthur E.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 26<A Regiment.

Rbeinlander's (John) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 25th Regiment.

Richardson's (Robert V.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

Rigney's (Ferdinand D.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 13th Regiment.

Riley's (A. C.) Infantry. See Missouri Troops, Confederate, 1st and 4th Regiments-

Rinaker's (John I.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 122d Regiment.

Robbins' (Richard B.) Cavalry. Sec Michigan Troops, 4th Regiment.

Roberts' (Calvit) Artillery. See Sei-eu Stars Artillery, post.

Robinson's (James E.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 72d Regiment.

Roby's (Jacob W.) In^^ntry. See Wisconsin Troops, 10th Regiment.

Rogers' (George C.) Infantry. See Hlinois Troops, 15ih Regiment.

Rollins'{W.W.) Infantry. See Xorlh Carolina Troops, Confederate, 29tk Regiment.

Ross' (Peter F.) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, dth Regiment.
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Rucker's (E. W.) Legion. See Tennessee, Troops, Confederate.

Rusk's (Jeremiah M.) Infantry. See Wisconsin Troops, 25th Regiment.

Russell's (R.M.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

Sanders' (Addison H.) Infantry. See loiva Troops, 16th Regiment.

Savage's (Edward G.) Cavaliy. See Pennsylvania Troops, 9th Regiment.

Sayers' (David G.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 34th Battalion.

Scott's (E. A.) Cavah-y. See Louisiana Troops, 9th Battalion.

Scott's (John) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 32d Regiment.

Scott's (Thomas M.) Infantry. See Louisiana Troops, 12<7i Regiment.

Seay's (Abraham J. ) Infantry. )^ee Missouri Troops, Union,32d Regi7iienl.

Seley's (Abel H.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, bth Regiment.

Semple's (Henry C.) Artillery. See Alabama Troops, Confederate.

Seven Stars Artillery. Sec Mississippi Troops.

Shacklett's (A. R.) Infantry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, 8th Regiment.

Shane's (John) Infantry. See Iowa Troops, 13</i Regiment.

Shanks' (John P. C. ) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 7th Regiment.

Shedd's (Warren) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, '30th Regiment.

Sheets' (Benjamin F.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 92d Regiment.

Sheetz's (Josiah A.) Infantry. Sec Illinois Troops, bth Regiment.

Shelby's (David) Infantry. Sec Indiana Troops, 97th Regiment.

Sher-wood's (Isaac E.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, lllth Regiment.

Simonson's (Peter) Artillery. See Indiana Troops, hth Battery.

Skinner's (Lucius B.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 6th Regiment.

Slack's (James R.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 47t/i Regiment.

Siemens' (William F.) Cavalry. See Arkansas Troops, 2d Regiment.

Slocum's (Paul E.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, S2d Regiment.

Smith's (Baxter) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confedei-ate.

Smith's (Benjamin) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, 2d Regiment.

Smith's (Francis A.) Cavalry. See William F. Bradford's Cavalry, ante.

Smith's (Francis-M.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 17th Regiment.

Smith's (George W.) Infantry. See TJnion Troops, ISth Regiment, 1st Battalion.

Smith's (Gnstavus F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, lllth Regiment.

Smith's (Henry) Home Guards. (OfBcial designation not of record.) See Henry
Smith.

Smith's (John C.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 96th Regiment.

Smith's (William T.) Heavy Artillery. See Onion. Troops (Colored), 6th Regiment.

Suodgrass' (John) Infantry. See Alabama Troops, Confederate, 5ri«/i Regiment.

Sparrestrom's (Frederick) Artillery. See Illinois Troops, 2d Regiment, Battery G.
Spear's (Edward, jr.) Artillery. See Ohio Troops, Ihth Battery.

Stackhouse's (William P.) Artillery. Se^Inliana Troops, 19ih Battery.

Starke's (Peter B.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 2Sth Regiment.

Starr's (Mathew H.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troojjs, 6th Regiment.

Stegman's (Lewis R.) Infantry." See New York Troops, 60«i. Regiment.

Stephens' (M. D. L.) Infantry. See Mississippi Troops, 'ilst Regiment.

Stepp's (Jackson) Cavalry. See Indiana Troops, 6th Regiment.

Stewart's Battalion (Official designation not of record.) See Siiwart.

Stewart's (P. M.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

Stibbs' (John H.) Infantry. See loiva Troops, 12th Regiikent.

Stigler's (James M.) Sharpshooters. See Mississippi Troops, Isi Battalion.

Stineback's (William C.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 82d Regiment.

Stockdale's (Thomas E.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 4th Regiment (Wil-
bourn's).

Stokes' (William B.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, bih Regiment.

* TeiEporarily commumling.
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Street's (Ogdeu) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, lU/i Beghnent.

Strickland's (William T.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 52d Regiment.

Sudsburg's (Joseph M.) Infantry. See Maryland Troops, :id Regiment.

SuUivant's (Lyue S.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, With Regiment.

Swett's (Charles) ArtiUery. See Warren Light Artillery, post.

Tanner's (Adolphus II.) Infantry. See Neu> York Troops, U^d Regiment.

Taylor's (Jacob E.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, iOth Regiment. •

Taylor's (Marsh B.) Infantry. St« Tndiajia Troops, loth Regiment.

Tennessee (Confederate) First Cavalry. Sec James E. Carter's Cavalry, ante.

Tennessee (Confederate) First [Seventh] Cavalry. See nilliam L. Dnckjoorth's

Caralry, ante.

Tennessee (Coufederate) Second Cavalry.* Sec H. M. Aslihy's Cavalry, ante.

Tennessee (Coufederate) Second Cavalry.f See C. R. Rarteau's Cavalry, ante.

Tennessee Second Heavy Artillery, A. D. See Union Troops (Colored), ith Regi-

men I

.

Tennessee (Confederate) Fourth Cavalry. See William S. McLcmore's Cavalry, ante.

"Tennessee (Confederate) Fourth [Eighth] Cavalry. See Baxter Smith's Cavalry,

ante.

Tennessee (Confederate) Eighth [Thirteenth] Cavalry. See George G. Dibrell's

Caralry, ante.

Tennessee (Confederate) Tvo-elfth Cavalry. See Rohert V. Richardson's Cavalry, ante.

Tennessee (Confederate) Fourteenth Cavalry. See James J. Xeely's Cavalry, ante.

Tennessee (Confederate) Fifteenth Cavalry. See F. M. Stewart's Cavalry, ante.

Thompson's (A. P.) Infajitry. See Kentucky Troops, Confederate, Sd Regiment.

Thompson's (John B.) Cavalry. See Virginia Troops, 27th Battalion.

Thornburgh's (Jacob M.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Union, ith Regiment.

Thrall's (James C.) Artillery. See Arkansas Troops.

Thxirmand's (James G.) Cavalry. See James J. Neely's Cavalry, ante.

Tiemeyer's (John H.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Union, \st Regiment, Batteries

C and M.
Tipton's (Stephen P.) Cavalry. See Alabama Troops, Union, 1st Regiment (Tedette).

Tracy's (Albert) Infantry. See Union Troops, Regulars, loth Regiment, 1st Battalion

.

Trafton's (George W.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, 7th Regiment.

Tripp's (Stephen S.) Cavalry. See Illinois Troops, lltk Regiment.

Turner's (William D.) Heavy Artillery. See Union Troops {Colored), ^th Regiment.

Van Antwerp's (William W.) Cavalry. See Michigan Troops, ith Regiment.

Van Buskirk's (Matthew) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 'Md Regiment.

Van Horn's (Daniel) Heavy Artillery. See Union Troops {Colored), dth Regiment.

Van Horn's (John) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 24th Regiment.

Van Vleck's (Carter) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 78th Regiment.

Waddell's (James F. ) Artillery. See Alabama Troops, Confednate, 20th Battalion.

Wade's (Alfred B.) Infantry. See Indiana Troops, 73d Regiment.

Walsh's (Richard C.) Artillery. See Missouri Troops, Confederate.

Ward's (Edward W.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, M Regiment.

Warner's (Philip H.) Cavalry. See Ohio Troops, 4lh Regiment.

Warren Iiight Artillery. See Mississippi Troops.

Waters' (Louis H.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 84th Regiment.

Waties' (John) Artillery. See Palmetto Artillery, ante, BattHitj B.

Watts' (Elijah S.) Cavalry. See Kentucky Troops, Union, 2d Regiment.

Waul's (T.N.) Iiegion, Infantry. See Texas Troops.

Webb's (Junius Y.) Cavalry. See Louisiana Troops.

Wehler's (Edward) Infantry. See Ken- York Troops, n8th Regiment.

Welles' (George E.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, dSth Regiment.

* Witli Wlieolet's command,

t AVitl) P'orrftst'fl rommauil.
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Wharton's (Jack) Cavalry. See Texas Troops, 6tk Regiment.

Wheeler's (William W.) Infantry. See Michigan Troops, -X-U Regiment.

Whitecotton's (Peter) Company. (Official designation not of record.) ^ee Peter

llhitecotton.

Wilbourn's (C. C.) Cavalry. See Mississippi Troops, 4th Rigiment.

Wiles' (Groenberry F.) Infantry. See Ohio Troops, 78//i Regiment.

Willis' (Leouidas) Cavalry. See T. A*. Waul's Legion, ante.

Willison's (Asias) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 103d Regiment.

Wilson's (A.N.) Cavalry. See Tennessee Troops, Confederate.

Winslovr's (Edward F.) Cavalry. See Iowa Troops, 4th Regiment.

Wisdom's (D. M.) Cavalry. See Jeffrey E. Forrest's Cavalry, ante.

Witherspoon's Company. (Official designation not of record.) See Witlter-

spoon.

Wood's (Richard B.) Cavalry.' See Ohio Troops, \sl, 3(?, and 4th Regiments.

Wood's (Robert C, jr.) Cavalry. See TTirt Adams' Cavalry, ante.

Wood's (William) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 98ift Regiment.

Woolly's (George W.) Infantry. See Illinois Troops, 102(i Regiment.

Wooster's (William B.) Infantry. See Conneciieut Troops, 20Wi Reginunit,

Yorke's (P.Jones) Cavali-y. See Ne>o Jersey Troops, 2d Regiment.

Young's (William H.) Infantry. See Texas Troops, Oth Regiment.

^ TeiQporarily commanding detachments.
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Brigades, Divisions, Corps, Armies, and improvised organizations are "Mentioned" under name of com-

manding officer; State and other organizations under tlieir official designation. (See Alternate Desig-

nations, pp. 705-714.)

Page.

Abbott, CharlesH. Mentioned 429.430

Abeei, Alfred. Mentioned 109

Abel, Mollie, Steamer. Mentioned 572

Aberdeen, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 18, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition,

etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 18G4. Beports of

Burgh, Henry B. Hepbnm, William P. Smith, William Sooy.

Heinrichs, Guatar.

Abemathy, James R. Mentioned 4.38

Ackerstrom, John C. Mentioned 522,530,533,564

Acoz, Cleaveland. Mentioned 235

Adam, Emil. Mentioned 118,119

Adams, C. Mentioned 385

Adams, John. Mentioned 332

Adams, Samuel R. Mentioned 229

Adams, S. F. Mentioned 413

Adams, Silas. Mentioned 50,54,91, 138

Adams, WilUam S. Mentioned 687

Adams, Wirt.

Correspondence vritb Leonidas Polk 676

Mentioned 174,

211, 221, 227, 333, 357, 360-363, 365, 366, 368-371, 375, 380, 619, 674, 675

Reports of

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb.3-Marcli 6, 1864 .371

Natchez, Miss. Operations near, Jan. 24, 1864 126

Yazoo River, Miss. Expedition up the, April 19-23, 1864, with skir-

mishes at and near Mechanicsbufg, 2ftid capture of U. S. gunboat

Petrel 675,676

Addison, Sandy. Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenu., April 12, 1864 .')34

Adjutant-General's OfSce, V. S. A. Correspondence with

Brayman, Mason - 507

Sherman, William T 260

Adjutant and Inspector General's OfEce, C. S. A- Correspondence

with ^
Bragg, Braxton 347

Polk, Leonidas 608,675

Quartermaster-Gsueral's Office, C. S. A 94

Aken, 'William S. Eeport of skirmish at Langlej's Plantation, Issaquena

County, Miss., March 22, 1864 627

Akin, JamesH. Mentioned » 333,-372,373

Alabama. Operations in. See Summary, pp. 1-6.

(715)
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Page.

Alabama, Mississippi, and East Louisiana, Department of.

Command of Leonidas Polk designated as •-. 3

Orders, Circular, series 1864 : March 11 (Forrest), 356.

Orders, General, series 1864 : No. 22, 345.

Orders, Special, series 1864 : No. 63, 356.

Organization, strength, etc., Feb. 20, 1864 332-334

Alabama, North. See IS^orth Alabama. .

Alabama Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Light—ffatfa//ons : 20th, 484. Batteries: Barbour, 478; Char-

pentier's, 332 ; Sample's, 483.

Cuvaiij—Regiments : 2d. 333, 378 ; 5th, 119, 6a') ; 6th. 333 ; 53d, 119 ; 56th,

333. J. E. Forrest's, 355, 576, 621.

Infantry—Regiments : 9th, 248 ; 16th, 685 ; 18th, 479 ; 23d, 482 ; 27th, 333,

626, 627, 662 ; 30th, 482, 483 ; 31st, 482 ; 32d, 479 ; 35th, 333, (i2(i, 662,

663 ; 36th, 479 ; 37th, 481 ; 38th, 479 ; 40th, 42d, 481 ; 46th, 482 ; 54th,

55th, 333 ; 58th, 479.

Alabama Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Ca.v!i]Ty—Regiments : 1st, 129,197,289,507,644,663; 1st {Vedette),' 97,99,

100, 129, 393, 486.

Alexander, A. Mentioned 537, 566

Alger, Amos B. Mentioned 58

Allcorn, Bill. Mentioned 162

Allen Collier, Steamer. Mentioned 178,183

Allen, R. C. Mentioned 287

Allen, Samuel. Mentioned 622

Allen, WiUiam'W. Mentioned 688,692

Allison, Joseph F. Mentioned 247

Allison, Holland H. Mentioned 171

Almon, Harry. Keport of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feh. 3-March 6,

1864 231

Ammen, Jacob.

Itinerary of 4th Division, 23d Army Corps, April, 1864 53

Mentioned 53
Anderson, . Mentioned 677

Anderson, Charles W.
Correspondence -with Nathan B. Forrest 598

Mentioned 355,565,592,595,597,615,610,618

For correspondence as Aide-de-Camp, see Nathan B. Forrest.

Anderson, Edward L. Mentioned 461

Anderson. Joseph M. Report of expedition from Vicksburg, Miss., to Wa-
terproof, La., and skirmishes, Jan. 29-Feb. 23, 1864 157

Anderson, Nathan. Mentioned 333
Anderson, Nicholas L. Mentioned 656,657
Anderson, Ransom. Testimony of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured

at Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12j 1864 519
Anderson, William B. Mentioned 420,459,460
Anderson, VTilliam G. Mentioned 145

Anderson, William P. Report of skirmish at RaglandTMills, Bath County,
Ky., Jan. 13, 1864 71

Arkansas Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Ughi—Batteries : Helena, 483 ; Owens', 379 ; Thrall's, 382, 383.

Caya,]Ty—Regiments : 2d, 334.

Infantry—Regiments : 9th, 333 ; 11th, 333, 373.

* More properly 1st Alabama and TenneBsee.
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Pago.
Armies of the United States.

Grant, U. S.. assigned to the command of 4

Halleck, Henry W., assigned as Chief of Staflf 4

Arms, Ammunition, etc. See Munitions of War.

Armstrong, Frank C. Mentioned 20,

34, 44, 68, 107, 131, 132, 134-136, 139, 140,,143, 150, 161, 671, 687

Armstrong's Perry, Teun. Skirmish at. See Strawbemj Plains and Arm-
strong's Ferry, Tenn. Skirmishes at, Jan. 21-22, 1864.

Army Corps, 4th.

Granger, Gordon, relieved from command of 5

Howard, Oliver O., assigned to command of 5

Itineraries.

Jan., 1864 22

Feb., 1864 23

March, 1864 , 24

April, 1864 24

Army Corps, 9th.

Itineraries.

Jan., 1864 48

Feb., 1864 48

March, 1864 49

Ordered to Annapolis, Md 4

Parke, John G., re.sumes command of 2

Potter, Eobert B., relieved from command of 2

Willcox, Orlando B.

Assigned to command of 2

Eesumes command of 4

Army Corps, 11th.

Consolidated with 12th, to form the 20th Army Corps r>

Howard, Oliver O., resumes command of 3

Itineraries.

Jan., 1864 24

Feb., 1864 25

March, 1864 20

Schurz, Carl, temporarily in command of , 2

Army Corps, 12th.

Consolidated with 11th, to form the 20th Army Corps .'S

Itineraries.

Jan., 1864 '...'*. 26

Feb., 1864 27

March, 1864 28

Army Corps, 14th. Itiiierari«s.

Jan., 1864 29

Feb., 1864 30

March, 1S64 30

April, 1864 - 31

Army Corps, 16th. \
Ilui-lbut, Stephen A., relieved from commaiul of (>

Itineraries.

Grierson, Benjamin H. (Cavalry Division), Feb. and March, 1864.

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc 261

Hess, Joseph C. (19th Pennsylvania Cavalry), Jan. 22-Feb. 8, 1864.

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc 286

Howe, James 11. (2d Brigade, 4th Divisiou). Meridian, Miss., Expe-

dition, etc., Feb. 3-March C, 18G4 207
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Page.

Army Corps, 16th—Continued.

Itineraries.

Hurlbut, Steplien A. Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March

6, 1864 195

McMilleu, William L. (1st Brigade, 1st Division).

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864..'. 198

Eipley, Miss. Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to, A])ril 30-May
y, 1864, and skirmish (May 2) at Bolivar, Tenn 703

Moore, David (1st Brigade, 3d Division). Meridian, Miss., Expedition,

etc., Feb. 3-Maroh 6, 1864 200

Shaw, William T. (2d Brigade, 3d Division). Meridian, Miss., Expe-
ditiou, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 200

Tuttlc, James M. (1st Division). Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc.,

Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 196

Waring, George E., jr. (Ist Brigade, Cavalry Division). Expedition

from Memphis, Tenn., to Ripley, Miss., April 30-May 9,1864, and
skirmish (May 2) at Bolivar, Tenn 701

Army Corps, 17th.

Blair, Frank P., jr., assigned to command of 6
Itineraries.

Leggett, Mortimer D. (3d Division). Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc.,

Feb. 3-March 6, 1864
.'

226
McPherson, James B. Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March

6,1864 213
Maltby, Jasper A. (3d Brigade, 3d Division). Expedition from Vicks-

burg. Miss. , to Sunnyside Landing, Ark., Jan. 10-16, 1864 69
Scofield, Hiram (2d Brigade, 1st Division, U. S. C. T.). Expedition

up the Yazoo Eiver, Miss., April 19-23, 1864, with skirmishes at

and near Mechanicsburg, and capture of U. S. gunboat Petrel.. 674
Shepard, Isaac F. (1st Brigade, 1st Division). Meridian, Miss., Ex-

pedition, etc. , Feb. :J-March 6, 1864 33jj

A Imy Corps, 20th.

Army Corps, 11th and 12tb, consolidated to form 5
Hooker, Joseph, assigned to command of 5
Itinerary, April, 1864 32

Army Corps, 23d.

Cox, .Jacob D.

Assigned to command of
_

'
r,

Relieved from comm,and of T. ..*. 3
Itineraries.

Jan., 1864 ,n

Feb., 1864 .!.!...!!. 51
March, 1864 _']'

r,^

April, 1864 C3

Schofield, John M.

Assigned to command of ., t;

Assumes command of ...V 5
Stoneman, George.

Assigned to command of o
Assumes command of 3

Army Headquartersr Correspondence with U. S. Grant 131
Army Transportation. See Munitions of War.
Arnold, . Mentioned

I(j4

Arwine, Nicbolas J. Mentioned 466
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Page.

Ashford, Frederick A. Mt'iitumed fiSr)

Ashley, Romanzo J. Mentioned 244,245

Athens, Ala. scout from, March 30, 1864. Eeport of Gronville M. Dodge... 654

Atkins, Smith D.

Correspoiidemii' with

Hehii, Clintou , 682

Hine, Robert J .,

'. 681

Murray, Eli H 680

Strock, John L 681

Winston, Thomas 684

Itinerary of 3d Brigade, 2d Cavalry Division, Army of the Cunihcrland,

Jan., 1864 36

Mentioned 35,36,121,124

Report of operations in North Alabama, Jan. 23-29, 1864 123

Aiidenried, Joseph C. Mentioned 179

Austin, J. B. Mentioned 480

Autocrat, Steamer. Mentioned 398

Auzer, James B. Mentioned 668

Auzier, John B. Mentioned 648

Ayers, Henry. Mentioned 446-448

Ayres, Robert. Mentioned 452

Babcock, Paul, jr.

Correspondence with Charles R. Case 448,449,451

Mentioned 461

Bain, G. J. Mentioned 668

Bainbridge [?], . Mentioned 542

Baird, Absalom.
Correspondence with Eli H, Murray 681

Mentioned 9-11,14,

30, 420, 421, 425, 433, 439, 443, 444, 447, 448, 450, 456, 458, 462, 463, 490, 688

Reports of

Leet's Tan-yard, Ga. Skirmish at, March 5, 1864 488, 489

Niokajack Gap, 6a. Skirmish near, March 9, 1864 493

Nickajack Trace, Ga. Attack on Union pickets at, April 23, 1864 678

Tunnel Hill, Ga. Reconnaissance from Ringj;old toward, April 29, 1864 690

Baker, Alpheus. Mentioned - - 333

Baker, AsaD. Mentioned - 21

Baker, Benjamin B. Mentioned - - 634

Baker, Hendrick D. Mentioned - 624

Baker, Myron. Mentioned 421

Baker's Creek, Miss. Skirmish on, Feb. 5, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expe-

dition, etc., Feb. '3-Murck 6, 1864. Reports of

Adams, Wirt. Howe, -Tolin H. llcPlierson, -James B.

Baldwin, William B. Mentioned - 334, 477

Baldwin's Perry, Big Black River, Miss. Scout to, Jan. 14, 1864. Report

of James Ketner 77

Ball, Oliver B. Mentioned 149

Ballentine, John G. Mentioned --^ 333,377

Bandy, Jacpb F. Mentioned 291

Banks, Nathaniel P. Mentioned 173,174,176,177,181,184,403

Bannister. Prentis S. Mentioned 436

Barber, Lieutenant. Mentioned 297

Barboursville, Ky. Skirmish at, Feb. 8, 1864* 3

* No circumstantial reports on file.
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i"age.

Barksdale, James A. Mentioned 258,341,351,353,355

Barnes, . Mentioned 651

Barnes, Allen T. Mentioned 430

Barnes, George F. Mentioned 548

Barnes, Sidney M. Mentioned 23,24

Barnet, Miss. Mentioned , 103, 104

Barnum, William L. Mentioned Ifirt

Barr, John C. Mentioned 528,535, 559

Barry, Robert L. Mentioned 332

Barry, Robert P. Mentioned 41'j

Barteau, C. R. Mentioned 258,351-353,355,584,597

Bartrum, 'William H. Mentioned 39^
Basleton, William A. Mentioned (;;!i)

Bassford, StephenA. Mentioned 419,453
Batcbelder, John. Mentioned 4(jl

Bate, William B. Mentioned 476
Bates, J. C. Mentioned 67j

Batty, William C. Mentioned 635
Baty, David. Mentioned 55
Bayse, John 'W. Mentioned _ 206
Baysinger, Alexander. Mentioned (582

Beach, John N. Mentioned 43O
Beardsley, Ambrose E. Mentioned 50y
Beatty, John. Mentioned 31
Beatty, John W.

Mentioned gg
Report of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Keutncky, March

16-Aprill4, 1864 542
Beatty, Samuel.

Mentioned
j^gj

Report of reconnaissance from Maryville toward Seviervillo, Tenn Feb
1-2>1B64 ;'

; 160
Beaver, Forks of. See Forkx of Bearer.

Beck, Christian. Mentioned 075 276 583
Beck, Moses M. Mentioned j^y
Beck, William A. Mentioned 157
Becker, Egbert T. C. Mentioned I23
Beebe, Yates V. Mentioned 36
Beeres, Charles H. Mentioned ^.., ST-ijO
Beersheba Springs, Tenn.

Skirmisli at, Miiicii l!l, 1864" 4
Skirmish near. Sec SpnHii, Tenn. Opernlioni ahmil, inrhidiihj .ihiniiishex on

CalfUUer I'l-rek on'l iteor liuishtJiu fipj-iiiii:!, Mnrni ll-^^s, l,'!l64.

Beery, William. Mentioned
_ 393

Beigbell, David E. Mentioned gg
Belknap, William W.

Mentioned ,70
Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. S^March G, 1864 224

Bell, Colonel. Mentioned 550
Bell, Molyneux. Mentioned 5y
Bell, Tyree H. ^Mentioned. . . 342, 349, 352, 353, 355, 543, 609, 610, 613, 615, 616, 619-623
Bell, William B. Mentioned '_

X69
Belsinger, Christopher. Mentioned 157

* ITo circumstantial rcjiorta 011 flic.
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Page,
Bend of Chucky Road, Tenn. Skirmish at. Seo Dandridge, Tenu. Opera-

tions about, etc., Jan. 16-17, 1864.

Benham, . Mentioned (jg loi
Bennett, Captain. Mentioned HO
Bennett, John B.

Mentioned 23,24,4i;i,4;i2, 4;i2-434

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 435
Bent Creek, Tenn. Skirmish at, March 14. 18G4* 4

Benteen, Frederick W. Mentioned 171,249,2.51

Benton, Coleman D. Mentioned 419,422
Berry, Benjamin C. Mentioned 287
Berry, T. G-. Mentioned 389

Berry County, Tenn. Skirmish in, April 29, 1864 * G
Bevel, Blois. Deposition of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at Fort

Pillow, Tenn., April 12,1864 520

Biggs, Jonathan. Mentioned 119

Big Springs, near Tazewell, Tenn. Skirmish at, Jan. lU, 1864. lloports of

Longstreet, James 97

Pennebaker, Charles D 94

Stepp, Jackson 95

Bingham, George B. Mentioned 420

Bingham, James R. Deposition of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured

at Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12, 1864 520

Bingham, Judson D. Mentioned 179

Bischoff, Peter. Mentioned 537, 538, 066, 567, 569, 570

Bishop, Edgar B. Mentioned 466

Bishop, Linus D. Mentioned 77,290,297

Bishop, 'WiUiam'W. Mentioned 169

Black, Chauncey. Mentioned 214,215,218

Blackburn, Joseph H. Mentioned .55,162,494

Blackburn, Thomas J. Mentioned 170

Blackburn, 'WiUiam C. Mentioned 291,294

Blackman, Luther M. Mentioned 314

Blair, Frank P., jr. Assignment to command 6

Bledsoe, Captain. Mentioned 495

Bledsoe, Willis S.

Correspondence with Theodore Jepson 98

Mentioned , » 7,16,55,65,416

Blodgett, James H. Mentioned 436

Boiling Springs, Tenn. Skirmish at. See Waierhona<fs Mill and Boiling

Springs, Tenn., Skirmishes at, April 19-20, 1864.

Bolen, Captain. Mentioned '. 495

Bolivar, Tenn.

Affair at, Feb. 6, 1864* 3

Skirmish at. May 2, 1864. See llipleij. Miss. Expedition from Memphis,

Tenn., to, April 'iO-Mai/ 9, 1864, and skirmish {May 2) at Bolivar,

Tenn.
*

Skirmish near, March 29, 1864. See West Tennessee and Knitucki/. For-

rest's Expedition into, March 16-Ajjril 14, 1864. liefmrts of

Chalmera, JamesJJ. Forrest, Nathan ]!. Yiirlce, 1'. Jones.

* No circniuKtaDtial reports ou file.
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Page.

Bolton Depot, Miss, Skirmish near, Feb. 4, 18P4. See Mei-idian, Miss., Ex-

pedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864. Beporta of

Adams, Wirt. Lee, Stephen D. Winslow, Edward F.

Harvey, Addison.

Bond, Emery S. Mentioned 50,54,91,138

Bond, John R. Report of expedition from Knoxville to Flat Creek, Teun.,

Feb. 1, 18(i4
"-

159

Boone, J. Ro'w^an. Mentioned 3G,o7,109

Boone, William P.

Mentioned 11,15,421,450,457

Report of scout from Rossville toward Dalton, Ga., and skirmish (22d), Jan.

21-23, 1864 109

Booneville, Ky. Affair near, April 14, 1864. See Jiasleru Eentitcky. Opera-

tions in, March 2P.-April 16, 1864. Ilcpurl of Hohson, p. 646 ; itin-

erary of TJ. S. forces, p. 648.

Booth, D. W. Mentioned 368

Booth, Lionel F.

Correspondence with

Forrest, Nathan B 560,561,594,596,597

Hurlbut, Stephen A 556

Mentioned 520,

521, 528, 534, 535, 538, 539, 554, 555, 559, 560, 564, .->; 6, 568-&70, 589, 609, 614

Booth, Louis S. Mentioned 305

Borough Josiah. Mentioned 553

Bos-well & Willett, Messrs. Mentioned 628

Bouanchaud, Alcide. Mentioned 333

Bowie, A. T. Mentioned 374

Bo-wlsby, James H. Mentioned 244

Bo-wman, Lieutenant. Mentioned 494

Bowman, Charles S. Mentioned 172, 259, 304, 305

Bo'wman, Eli. Mentioned 157, 158

Bovrser, Samuel. Mentioned 639

Boyd, . Mentioned 68

Boyd, Emma, Steamer. Mentioned 317,318,320

Boyles, William. Mentioned ., .. 333

Brackett, Albert Or. Report of scout from Collicrvillp, Tenn., Jan. 14,1864.. 77

Bradford, . Mentioned 492,623,624

Bradford, Robert Y. Mentioned 495,543

Bradford, Theodore P. Mentioned ^..,^ 520,521,560,564,569,570

Bradford, William F.

Killing of. Affidavit of W. R. McLagan 557
Mentioned .... 521, 528, 535, 538, 539, 554, 556, 557, 559, 562, 564-570, 589, 592, 602, 612

Bradley, Daniel.

Mentioned 170, 229
Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 230

Bradshaw, J. H. Mentioned 648
Bragg, Braxton.

Charged with the conduct of military operations in^the armies of the Con-
federacy

;^

Correspondence with Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 347
Mentioned 592,613

Bramlette, Thomas E. Mentioned 46
Brandon, Amos H. Mentioned 162
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Page.
Brandon, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 7, 1664. See Meridian, Mm., Expedition,

etc., Feb. Z-March 6, 1864. Beports of

Jackson, William H. Koae, Lucius M. Winslow, Edward F.
McPheruon, James B.

Brayman, Mason.
Correepondenoe with

Adjutant-General's Office, U. S. A 507
Hicks, Stephen G 550
Hurlbut, Stephen A r)04, 506, 517, 551
McPheraou, James B 515
Prince, Henry 517,518
War Department, U. S 518,534

Mentioned 502,544,553,554,572,574-576,581
Reports of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Kentucky, March

16-April 14, 1864 502,504,507,508
Breckinridge, John C.

Assignment to command 4

Mentioned '.

15,429,478,481,650

Brent, Greorge WUliam. Mentioned 617,618
Brewer, . Mentioned 7

Brewster, Joseph VT.

Correspondence with John McArthur ,320

Mentioned 325

Briant, Cyrus E. Mentioned 419,453,4,54

Bridgeport, Ala.

List of military storehouses constructed at ., 20

Reconnaissance from. See Triana, Ala. Ileconnainsanco from Bridgeport

down tile Tennessee Eiver to viclnitij of, April 12-10, 1864.

Scout from. See Capcrton's Ferri/, Jin., and vicinilij. Scout from Bridgeport

to, March 31-Ai)ril 2, 18(i4.

Bridges, H. W. Mentioned 357,368,372

Briggs, George H. Mentioned 444

Britton, Martin T. Mentioned 668

Brooks, Blueford B. Mentioned 635,638,640

Brow^n, Daniel H. Mentioned 51

Brown, F. Mentioned 641

Brown, George R. Mentioned 169

Brown, John C. Correspondence with J. W. Cplli^ 394

Bro^^n, John M.
Mentioned 71

Report of skirmish on Troublesome Creek, Ky., April 27, 1864 687

Brown, Joseph E. Mentioned 477

Brown, Oliver L. F. Mentioned 659,660

Brown, Orlando, jr. Mentioned 645,649

Brown, 'William N. Mentioned 332

Brow^ne, Thomas M. Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-

Marche, 1864 >. 274

Brownlow, James P.

Mentioned 82,136,143,161

Report of reconnaissance from Maryville toward Sevierville, Tenn., Feb.

1-2, 1864.t 161

Brown's Ferry, Ala. Operations about, Feb. I'J, 1864. Reports of GrenviDc.

M.Dodge 408,409
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Bro^iTnsville, MiBS.

SkirmiBh at, March 3, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., FiA). '-V-

Marcli 6, 1864. See rcpoi t of Starke, p. 377.

Skirmishes at, March 7-8, 1864* 4

Broyles, James. Mentioned 496,497

Bnunback, Jefferson. Mentioned 168,581

Bryant, Aaron. Mentioned 635,638,640

Bryant, B. Mentioned 64

Buchanan, franklin . Mentioned 402

Buck, .

Correspondence with Stephen D.Lee 359

Mentioned 359

Buckelle'W, Jasper P. Mentioned 491

Buckland, Ralph P. Mentioned 196,197,289

Buckley, Daniel. Mentioned 243

Buckner, Simon B.

Assignmpnt.s to command 4,5

Mentioned 93,496

Buford, Abraham.
Correspondence with

Hicks, Stephen G 549,550

Lawrence, William Hudson .553

Mentioned 333,546,548,549,553,574,586,588,607,609-611

Bull's Gap, Tenn.
Expedition from, April 25, 1864. See Watauga liiva; Tenn. Ex2>edition from

Bull's Gap to, April 25-27, 1864.

Reconnaissance toward, April 2-4, 18G4. See Mogersville and Bull's Gap,

Tenn. Eeconnaisaances from I'oieder Springs Gap toivard, April

2-4, 1864.

Skirmish at, March 15, 1864* 4

Burbridge, Stephen G.

Congratulatory Orders. Skirmish at Laurel Creek, Wayne County, W. Va.,

Feb' 15, 1864 395

Mentioned 394,395

Burgh, Henry B.

Mentioned .- 171, -JSri, 290-294

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 0, ltG4 297

Burke's and Ellidge's Mills, Ga. Scout from Ooltowab, Tenn., to, Feb. 18-19,

1864. Reports of

Harris, William C 407

Van Antwerp, William W 403

Burkesville, Ky. Expedition from. See Obei/'s liivcr, Tenn. Expedition from
Burkesville, Eij., to, April 18-20, 1864.

Burks, C. E. Mentioned 413,414

Burnett, Henry L. Mentioned 638

Burnett, Henry S. Mentioned 420,460

Burnside, Ambrose E. Mentioned X 44,46,48

Burton, N. B. Mentioned 622

Euschbeck, Adolphus.
Itineraries of 2d Division, 11th Army Corps, Jiin.-Feb., 18(>4 24,25

Mentioned ....*. 24,25,32

Report of reconnaissance from Lookout Valley, Tenn., to McLemore's Cove,

Ga., March 30-April 1, 1864 654

*No circumstantial reports on file.
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Bush, Henry M. Mentioned 215,217
Bushy Creek, Ky. Skirmish on, April 7, 1864. See Eastern Kentucky. Oper-

ations in, March ^i-Jpril 16,1864. Itinerary of XJ. S. forces, Tp.

648.

BusweU, Nicholas C. Mentioned 419,422,467
Butler, David "W. Mentioned i 684
Butler, Thomas H. Mentioned 92,93,132,137,148
Butterfielcl, Daniel. Mentioned 32,251
Buzzard Roost, Ga. Skirmish at. See Tunnel Uill, Buzzard Boost, and BocTcy

Face Ridge (or Crow's Valley). Slcirmishes at, Feb. 24-25, 1864.

Byhalia, Miss. Affair near. See Baiford's Plantation, Miss., near Byhalia

Affair at, Feb. 11, 1864.

Byrd, Robert K.
Mentioned 485
Report of capture of Washington, Tenn., Feh. 26,1864 4a5

Cain, David. Mentioned 674

Caine, John S. Mentioned 475

Cald-virell, Columbus. Mentioned 669

Caldiwell, James M. Mentioned 261

CalfkiUer Creek, Tenn. Skirmishes on.

Feb. 22, 1864. Eeport of William B. Stokes 416

March 11, 1864. See Sparta, Tenn. Operations about, including skirmishes

on CalfkiUer Creek and near Beersheba Springs, March 11-28, 1864.

Cameron, Daniel. Mentioned 52, 53, 85

Camp, . Mentioned 396

Camp, John L. Mentioned 333

Campbell, Lieutenant. Mentioned 70

Campbell, Archibald P.

Mentioned 14,34,37-39,81,82,84,87,90,132-141,144,146,147

Reports of Dandridge, Tenn.

Operations about, inclnding skirmishes (16th) at Kimbrough's Cross-

Roads and on Bend of Chucky Road, and action (17th) near Dan-

dridge, Jan. 16-17, 1864 85

Operations abont, Jan. 26-28, 1864 142

Campbell, James B. Mentioned 639

Campbell, 'William B. Mentioned 156

Candy, Charles.

Mentioned 29^32

Report of scout from Bridgeport, Ala., to ©aperton's Ferry and vicinity,

March 31-April 2, la64 655

Cantey, James. Mentioned 402

Canton, Miss.

Skirmishes at.

Feb. 24,1864* 165

March 2, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. Z-March 6,

1864. Reports of Adams, p. 374 ; Starke, p. 377.

Skirmishes near.

Feb. 26, 1864* 165

Feb. 29, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. S-March6,

1864. Reports of

Adams. "Wirt. Howe, John H. Kose, Lucius M.
Bradley, Daniel. Jackson, "William H. Starke, Peter B.

Force, Manning F. McPherson, James B.

Cantrell, J. C. Mentioned 102

* Ko circumstantial reports on file.
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Cantrell, T. J. Mentioned 102

Capertou, Adam. Mentioned - 659, 660

Caperton, Hugh. Mentioned 659, 660

Caperton, John E. Mentioned 659

Caperton, Thomas. Mentioned 659

Capeitou's Ferry, Ala.

Affair at, March 29, 1864. Reports of David Ireland 1 651

Scouts to, March 28, 1864. Report of James S. Robinson 644

Caperton's Ferry, Ala., and vicinity. Scouts from

Bridgeport to, March 31-April 2, 1864. Report of Charles Candy 655

Stevenson to, April 11, 1864. Report of Lewis R. Stegmau 659

Capron, Albert B. Mentioned 147, 148

Capron, Horace, jr. Mentioned 138

Card, 'Warren D. Mentioned 244

Carey, Oliver H. P.

Mentioned 419,422,4.32,434

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 440

Carlin, 'William P.

Mentioned 9,419,451,4.52

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 453

Carr, Henry M.
Mentioned 172,304,305,312

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 308

Carrick, Anthony L. Mentioned 91

Carson, Delos. Mentioned 536,569,570

Carter, Joe. Mentioned 7,65,97, 416,495

Carter, Joseph. Mentioned 643

Carter, Samuel P. Mentioned .,... 71

Case, Charles R.

Correspondence with

Babcock, Paul, jr 448,449,451

Hollopeter, John L 448

Mentioned 461

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Gu., Feb. 22-27, 1864 446

Casey, Thomas. Mentioned 153

Cason, Hardin. Testimony of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenn., Aijril 12, 1864 .522

Cstssell, Henry C. Mentioned 309

Castanach, 'William. Mentioned „ .,. 682-684

Casualties in Action. See Confederate Troops and Union Troops.

Catlin, James K. Mentioned 194,261
Catoosa Platform, Ga. Skirmish near. See Stone Church, near Catoosa

Platform, Ga. Skirmish at the, Feb. 27, 1864.

Catoosa Station, Ga. Skirmish at. See Dalton, Ga. Skirmishes near, and at

Catoosa Station and Tunnel Bill, Feb. 23, 1864.

Caudill, D. J. Mentioned (;4

Cavalry Corps, Army of Tennessee. (Confederate.) Itineraries of Joseph
Wheeler. »

Dalton, Ga. Demonstration on, Feb. 22-27, 1864 484
Leet's Tan-yard, Ga. Skirmish at, March 5, 1864 490

Cavalry Corps, Army of the Cumberland. Itineraries.

Jan., 1864 *
33

Feb., 1864 36
March, 1864 38

April, 1864 39
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Pace.
Cavalry Corps, Army of the Ohio.

Itinerary, Jan., 1864 54

Stoneman, George, assigned to command of - 5
Chaifee, Clemens C. Mentioned 159

Chalmers, Alexander H. Mentioned 334, C21

Chalmers, James R.
Congratulatory address of, to officers and men of his command '. 622

Mentioned 198,199, 259, 303, 334, 349, 3r)-3, 353, I^^ao, 521,

527, 532, 558, 562, 565, 569, 583, 585, 592, 598, 602, 609, 610, 612-016, 619, 676

Report of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Kentucky, Marcli

16-Aprill4, 1864 620

Chamberlayn, F. C. Mentioned 413

Chambers, Alexander.
Mentioned 170,172,192,209-213,21.5,218-221,223,234

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 223

Champion, Thomas E.

Mentioned 419,422-427,433,436,474

Report of demonstration on Dalton , Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 430

Champion's Hill, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 4, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expe-

dition, etc., Feb. ^March 6, 1864. lieports of

Adams, Wirt. Hall, Cyrus. McPherson, Jamos B.

Crocker, Harcellns M. Jackson, William E. Kose, Lucius M.
Gresham, Walter Q. Lee, Stephen D.

Chapin, Marshal W.
Mentioned 49,159

Report of skirmish near Knoxville, Tenu., Jan. 27, 1864 150

Chapman, Augustus H. Mentioned 634

Chapmaq, James F.

Mentioned 548

Report of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Kentucky, March
16-April 14, 1864 551

Chapman, Joseph S. Mentioned . 154

Charleston, Coles County, 111. Riot at, March 28, 1864.

Casualties. List of 634

Communications from

Lincoln, Abraham 643

McNiitt, George 642

Mitchell, Greenville M 633

Montgomery, David L... -.. 630

War Department, U. S "...*. 643

Reports of

Heintzelman, Samuel P 629

Hosmer, Addison A 635

Oakes, James 630

White, Julius 629

Summary of evidence in cases of

Brooks, Blneford E 640

Bryant, Aaron ^ 640

Collins, George J 639

Galbreath, John 640

Hardwicke, William P 642

Herndon, John-W 641

Murphy, JohnW 641

Murphy, Michael 646



728 INDEX.

Page.

Charleston, Coles County, 111. Eiot at, March 28, 1864—Continued.

Summary of evidence in cases of

Reardon, Benjamin F 639

Eeardon, George "W 639

Redmon, John ¥ 639

Reynolds, John ,
641

Shelborne, Miner 642

Taylor, John T .- 641

Thornhill, Bryant 638

Charpentier, Stephen. Mentioaed 332

Chase, Frank M. Mentioned 682

Chattanooga, Steamer. Mentioned 21

Chattanooga, Tenn.
List of military storehonses constructed at 21

Scout from. See Harrisoti and Ooltewah, Tenn. Scout from Chattanooga to,

Jan. 21, 1804.

Cheatham, Benjamin F. Mentioned 9,15,334

Cheek, Steamer. Mentioned 573

Cheek, Christopher T.

Mentioned 172,304,305,308

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 18C4 309

Cheek's Cross-Roads, Tenn. Slcirmish at, Marcli 13, 1801'.- 4

Chiokamauga, Steamer. Mentioned 18,21,32,663

Chickamauga Creek, Ga. Skirmish at, Jan. 30, 1864* 3

Choteau, H., Steamer. Mentioned 201,205,206

Chunky Creek and Meridian, Miss. Skirmishes between, Feb. i:?-14, 1864.

See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 'i-March 6,1864. Jie-

ports of
Almou, Harry, Force, Manning F. McPhorson, Jamo.sE,

Br.adley, Daniel, Howe, John H. Starke, Peter B.

Duer, John O,

See also itinerary of 3d Din., 17ih Army Corps, p. 226.

Cladek, John J. Mentioned 575

Claiborne, James R. Report of action at Jonesville, Va., Jan. 3, 1864 62

Clancy, Charles "W. Mentioned 420

Clauton, James H.
Mentioned 625,665,685,687

Report of skirmish at Woodall's Bridge, Ala. , April 7, 1864 657

Clark, Alonzo. Mentioned 251

Clark, Charles. Mentioned .*!..? 350,365

Clark, E. H. Mentioned 480

Clark, John. Mentioned 304

Clark, Lewis M. Mentioned 687

Clark's Ferry, Tenn. Scout from near Dauilridge to, Jan. 10-11, 1804. Report
of William J. Palmer 68

Clary, James L. Mentioned 101

Clay, Ezekiel F. Mentioned 54,645,647-650

Clay, H, L. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Adjutant and Inspector Gen-

eral's Office, C. S. A.

ClaysvUle, Ala. Skirmish at, March 14, 1864. Reports of

House, "William T 498

Jenkins, Jeremiah W 497

Clayton, . Mentioned 404

' No circumstantial reports on tile.
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Clayton, Henry D.
Meutioned 477,478,482,483
Report of demouBtiation on Dalton, Ga. , Feb. 22-27, 18G4 479

Cleary, William.
Mentioned 5X9
Report of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Kentucky, March

16-April 14,1864 ,....; 563
Cleburne, Patrick R. Mentioned 9,10,15,28,29,457
Clemens, . Mentioned 397-399

Clendennin, Harvey. Mentioned 437,438
Cleveland, Tenn.

Skirmish at, April 2, 1864* 5

Skirmish near. See Mink Springs, near Cleveland, Temt. Skirmish at, April

13, 1864.

Clifford, James. Mentioned 234

Clifton, Captain. Mentioned 484

Clingan, Judge E. Mentioned 50

CUnton, Ky. Guerrilla raid on, March 10, 1864.

Communication from Hugh T. Reid 493

Report of William Hudson Lawrence 493

Clinton and Moscow, Ky. Scout from Columbus to, March 30, 1864. Report
of William Hudson Lawrence 652

Clinton, Miss. Skirmishes at.

Feb. 5, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Fell. Z-Marclt 6, 1864.

Reports of

Adams, Wirt. Force, HanniDg F. McPherson, James B.

AlmoD, Harry. Howe, John H. Starke, Peter B.

March 26, 1864' 5

Aprils, 1864* 5
Coates, James H.

Correspondence with

McArthur, John 330

Richardson, Robert V 329

Ross, Lawrence S 326,327

Mentioned 168, 172,178, 179, 185, 194,208,326.329,3.32

Reportsof Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March6, 1864, including

Yazoo River Expedition 315,317-320

Cobum, John. Mentioned 25,26

Cockefair, James M. Mentioned 169,191

Cockerill, Armstead T. M. " *

Mentioned 419,422,432,434

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 442

Cockrell, Francis M. Mentioned 333

Coe, Albert L. Mentioned 460

CoiEu, Oliver S. Mentioned 261

Coger, Jack. Mentioned 162

Cogswell, Jesse W. Mentioned , 508,.514

Coldwater Perry, Miss. Affair at, Feb. 8, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expe-

dition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864. Itinerary of 1st Brig., 1st Div.,

l&tli Army Corps, p. 199.

Cole, E. H. Mentioned „ - 158

Coleman, David C. Mentioned 664,667

*No cironmstantial reports on file.
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Coles County, III. Riot iu. Sao Charleston, Coles Convty, III. Riot at, March

28, 18(54.

Collas, Charles. Mentioned 233

Collier, Allen, Steamer. Mentioned 178,183

Collier, J. "W. Correspondence with John C. Urown 394

CoUierville, Tenn.
Advance of Smith's column from, Feb. 11, 18G4. See Meridian, Miss., Ex-

pedition, etc., Feh. ^March (i, 1804. Eipnrts of Sherman, ji. 177;

Smith, p. 255.

Scout from, Jan. 14, 1864. Report of Albert G. Brackett 77

Skirmish near, Jan. 13, I8G4.

Communication from Albert G. Brackett 72

Report of Ira R. Gifford 72

Collins, Garrett L. Mentioned 170,227

Collins, George Jeif. Mentioned 635, 638, C39, 641

Collins, John C. Mentioned 394,395

Collins, Moses N. Mentioned 105

Colored Troops. Treatment of. See Prisoners of War.

Columbia, Tenn., Commanding OfEcer at. Correspondences witli John
Murphy 580

Columbus, Ey.
Attack on Union pickets at, March 6, 1864. Report of William Hudson

Lawrence 492

Scout from. See Clinton and Moscow, Kij. Scout from Columhiis to, March

30, 1864.

Skirmishes at.

March 27, 1864. See West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition

into, March U-April 14, 1864. Iteport of Brai/man, p. 511.

April 11, 1864. See West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition

into, March Id-April 14, 1804. lieport of Lawrence, p. 552.

AprillS, 1864* 501

Columbus, Ky., District of.

Prince, Henry.

Assigued to command of 515

Assumes command of 516

Commercial, Steamer. Mentioned. 201

Comstock, James M.
Mentioned 405

Report of skirmish at Mink Springs, near Cleveland, Tenn., April 13, 1864. 669

Confederate Troops.

Armies of the Confederacy. Braxton Bragg iliarged with the conduct of

military operations in the 3

Casualties. Returns of.

Dalton, Ga. IJcmon.stration on. Feb. 2-.i-27, 1864 479
Meridian, Mi.ss., Fxpedition, etc., Feb. 3-Mareli (i, IHi;4 3.')5,369

Mentioned.

C&vaXry—Regiments : 14th, 333, 370, 372.

lafanUy—Battalions : l.st, 332. »

Organization, strength, etc., of Army of Alabama, Mississippi, and East
Louisiana 332-334

For Volunteers, see respective States.

Congress, C. S. Resolution of thanks of, to Nathan B. Forrest and the oflScers

and men of his command 619

* No circumstantial reports ou file.
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Conley, Captain. Mentioned... 162
Connecticut Troops. Meutioued.

Infantry—fle^;/ne/ife .- 5th, 11, 101 ; 20th, 32, 97-101.

Connor, John. Mentioned 491 492

Constable, Charles H. Mentioned 632
Cook, Alphonso F.

Mentioned '.

, 63
Reports of

Gibson's and Wyerman's Mills, A'a. Skiriiiislics at, 011 Iii.lian Creek,

and at Powell's Bridge, Tenu., Fi'l). '.i--', Itidl 413

Jonesville, Va. Action at, Jan. 3, 1864 60

Cook, Francis A. Mentioned 332

Cook, Jeremiah B. Mentioned 316,319, 321,323-325, 332,674,675

Cook, Mattie, Steamer. Mentioned 320

Cook, "William R. Mentioned 172,303,304,312,313

Cooke, Jabez M. Mentioned 429

Coon, Datns £.

Mentioned 171,258,290-292

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 298

Cooper, Charles S. Mentioned 169,575

Cooper, Emanuel E. Mentioned 702

Cooper, John. Mentioned 634,635,643

Cooper, Joseph A. Mentioned 52

Cooper, Samuel. Mentioned 617

For correspondence, etc., see AHjiitant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A.

Corbin, Henry C. Mentioned 495

Corinth, Miss. Evacuation of, by the Union forces, Jan. 25, 1804* 2

Cornersville Fike, Tenn. Affair on. See Lee'a House, on CornersviUe Pike,

Temi. Affair at, Jan. 28, 1864.

Corns, James M. Mentioned 413

Cothel, Eli. Testimony of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at Fort

Pillow, Tenn., April 12, 1864 522

Cotton. Capture, disposition, etc., of. See reports of Sherman, pp. 177, 178
;

Gilchrist, pp. 396-400; Brewster to McArthur, p. 320; EUet to Gil-

christ, p. 398.

Courtland and Moulton, Ala. Affairs at, March 8, 1864. Report of Gtrenville

M.Dodge 492

Coverston, Francis M. Mentioned 243

Cox, . Mentioned v---« *"'''

Coz, Jacob D.

Assignment to command 5

Correspondence with Henry M. Judah 151

Mentioned 41, 42, 4.'i, 47, 49-51, 53, 10.')-107, 151,476,657

Relieved from command of 23d Army Corps 3

Report of skirmish at Panther Springs, Tenn., March 5, 1864 490

Craddock, John. Mentioned - 683-685

Crandal, Frederick M. Mentioned 319,325,332

Crane, Mrs. Mentioned -*» 399

Creelsboro, Niel. Mentioned 671

Crews, J. M. Mentioned 608,623

Criley, John. Mentioned 438

Crocker, Marcellus M."
Mentioned 171, 172, 193, 209-213, 215, 217-221, 235, 237, 239, 244, 246-248, 250

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 237

*No circamstantial reports on file.
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Croft, Ed^irard. Mentioned -i'^'-i

Crook, George. Mentioned 255

Crosley, George "W.

Mentioned 171

Eeport of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-Marcb 6,1864 243

Cross, Charles. Mentioned ,
540

Cross, John H. Mentioned 491

Cross, 'William.

Itinerary of 1st East Tennessee Brigade, 23d Army Corps, Feb., 1864 52

Mentioned 52

Beports of

Love's Hill, near Knoxville, Tenn. Capture of Union pickets at, Jan.

24,1864 126

Panther Springs, Tenn. Skirmish at, March 5, 1864 491

Crossland, Ed. Mentioned 333,506,546,607

Crovre, Samuel S. Mentioned 166

Cro^^r's Valley. See Rocky Face Ridge.

Cruft, Charles.

Mentioned 9-11,23,

419, 421, 429, 430, 432-434, 447, 449, 450, 456, 462-464, 41)6, 468, 469, 472-475

Eeport of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 422

Crump, James R. Mentioned 342, 371

Culberson, A. B. Mentioned 109,112

Cumberland, Army of the.

Granger, Gordon, reliered from command of 4th Army Corps 5

Howard, Oliver O.

Assigned to command of 4th Army Corps 5
Eesnmes command of 1 1th Army Corps 3

Itineraries. &aa Army Corps; Cavalry Corps; Enginem- Troops.

Orders, General, series 1864 : No, 3 (Palmer), 445.

Organization, strength, etc., Feb. 22, 1864 419-421

Schurz, Carl, temporarily in command of 11th Corps 2

Cumberland, Department of the.

Operations in, Jan. 1-April 30, 1864. Eoports of George II. Thomas 6, 14, 18

Eeport of prisoners of war and deserters received and disposed of . . 12, 13, 17, 22
Statement of rations issued to destitute citizens in 17

Cumberland Mountains, Tenn. Expedition from Gallatin to, Jan. 28-Feb.

8,1864. Eeport of Henry K. McConuell 155

Cumberland River, Ky. ^ .,

Affair on the, Jan. 27, 1864. Eeport of Edward H. Hobson 153

Skirmish on, March 19, 1864. Eeport of Edward H. Hobson 624

Cumming, Alfred.

Mentioned 482,483

Eeport of demonstration on Dalton, 6a., Feb. 22-27, 1864 482

Cuney, Stephen. Mentioned 157

Cunningham, J. H. Mentioned 66S

Cunningham, Richard D. Mentioned 417,548
Cunningham, Thomas C. Mentioned ^ 141

Curd, V. K. Mentioned 639,641

Curtis, Isaac W.
Mentioned. .„ 171,290,292,304,305,308

Eeport of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 301

Curtiss, William E. Mentioned 480

Cutler, . Mentioned 529
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Cypress Swamp, Tenn. Skirmishes at.

Aprils, 1864" 5
Aprill0,1864* .'..!!!.".."."!..'!."

5
Dagley, T. H. Mentioned 126
Dalton, Ga.

Demonstration on, Feb. !*J-27, 1864.

Casualties. Returns of.

Coufederate Troops 479
Union Troops 14,421,458,460,465

Communications from
Case, Charles E 448,451
Dunklin, James H 481
Hindmau, Thomas C 477
Palmer, John M 45I
Thomas, George H 449,450,469
Whipple, William D 449,450

Congratulatory Orders. Palmer 445
Itinerary of Joseph Wheeler. (Cavalry Corps, Army of Tennessee) .. 484

Reports of

Bennett, John E 435
Carey, Oliver H. P 440

Carlin, William P 453

Case, Charles R 446

Champion, Thomas E 430

Clayton, Henry D 479

Cockerill, Armstead T. M 442

Cruft, Charles 422

Cumming, Alfred 482

Davis, Jefferson C , ^ 455

Dickerman, Willard A 467

Flook, Henry R 461

Grose, William 431,432

Heilman, William H 444

Higley, John H 480

Hotchkiss, T.E 483

Kurd, OrriuD 439

Jolmson, Richard W 451

Johnston, Joseph E ^ 476

Kilgour, William M '-.-.*. 437

Long, Eli 469-473

Lowrey, Mark P 481

McCook, Daniel ' 460

Meuzies, Samuel G 429

Morgan, James D 458

Pettus, Edmund W 482

Reynolds, AlexanderW 483

Simonson, Peter • V 443

Stewart, Alexander P - 477

Stineback, William C '- 465

Stovall, MarcoUusA 479

Turohin, John B 462

Van Antwerp, William W 474

* Ho circumstantial reports on file.
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Dalton, Ga.—Continued.

Demonstration on, Feb. 2»-27, 1864.

Reports of

Waddell, James F 484

Waters, Louis H 4;J8

Wheeler, Joseph 484

Scont from Rossville toward, and skirmish (2'2d) Jan. 21-23, 1864. Report

of William P. Boone 109

Skirmish at, Jan. 6, 1864* 1

Skirmishes near, and at Catoosa Station and Tunnel Hill, Feb. 23,1864.

See Valion, Ga. DemonstraUon on, Feb. '2-2-27, 18G4. lieports of

Carlin, William P. Jobnsoii, Richard W. LonftEli.

Cruft, Gharleu.

Dana, Charles A. For correspondence as Assistant Secretary of War, see War
Department, U. S.

Dandridge, Tenn.

Operations about, including skirmishes (16th) at Kimbroiigh's Cross-Roads

and on Bend of Chucky Road, and action (17th) nearDaudridge,

Jan. 16-17, 1864.

Communication from Samuel D. Sturgis 83

Casualties. Returns of. Union Troops 86

Reports of

Campbell, Archibald P 83

Elliott, Washington L 81,82,81

Garrard, Israel 92

Jordan, Thomas J 87

La Grange, Oscar H 89,90

Longstreet, James 93

McCook, Edward M 84

Parke, John G 78

Savage, Edward G 88

Smith, Benjamin 88

Sturgis, Samuel D 79, £0

Wolford, Frank 91

Operations about, Jan. 26-28, 1864.

Congratulations of John G. Foster to Cavalry Corps 138, 142

Reports of

Campbell, Archibald P „. , 142

Foster, John G 130, 131

Garrard, Israel 147

La Grange, Oscar H 143^ 145

Lilly, Eli 146

Longstreet, James 149, 150

McCook, Edward M 139^ 141

Savage, Edward G 148

Sturgis, Samuel D 131,132,134,135

See also general report of Foster, pp»42, 46.

Scont from near. See Clark's Ferry, Tenn. Scout from near Dandridge to,

Jan. 10-11,1864.

Sketch 133
Skirmishes af.

,

Jan. 1, 1864» 1

.Jan. 14, 1864* 1

Daniels, . Mentioned 677

* No circumstantial rejporta on file.
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Davenport, 'William. Mentioned 484

Davidson, Francis M. Mentioned 137, 138,148

Davidson, Henry B. Mentioned 438,489

Davidson, Henry G. Mentioned 421

Davidson, Theodore F. Mentioned 76

Davis, Lieutenant. Mentioned .
." 494

Davis, A. L. Mentioned 162

Davis, H. C.

Correspondence witli John T. Young 594

Mentioned : 334,605

Davis, James. Mentioned 162

Davis, Jefferson.

Correspondence with War Department, C.S 60,77,344

Mentioned 200,335-337,344,476,477,591,606,011,017

Davis, Jefferson C.

Itineraries of 2d Division, 14tb Army Corps, Jan.-April, IHf'A 30,31

Mentioned 9-11, 14, 30, 31, 420, 421, 424, 449, 450, 452, 45=-4G0, 403, 467, 474, 490

Report of demonstration on Daltou , Ga. , Feb. 22-27, 18G4 455

Davis, Joseph R. Mentioned 17.5,200

Davis, Reuben A. Mentioned 154,411-413

Davis, S. Mentioned 215,217

Davis, William P. Mentioned 171

Davis, Wirt. Mentioned 259, 305, 307

Day, George VT. Mentioned 9'. 112,150

Dayton, Le-vrts M. Mentioned 179

Deane, Henry H. Mentioned 325

De Buol, U. G. Scheller. Mentioned 552

Decatur, Ala.

Affair near, April 24, 1864. Reiiort of James C. Veatch 685

Skirmishes at.

March 7, 1864* 4

April30, 1864. Report of James B.McPherson 692

Skirmishes near.

Aprill3, 1864. Report of .lolin IL Knhu 669

April 18, 1864. Report of James C. Veatch 671

April 27, 1864. Report of James C. Veatch 686

Decker, William H. Mentioned 635

Dedmon's Trace, Ga. Scout to, April 10, 1864. Report of Robert H. 6.

Minty --" *'58

Dee, Edward W. Mentioned 251

Deer Head Cove, Ga. Scout from Looliout Valley to, March 29-31, 1864.

Report of George W. Woolly 6.52

De Groat, Charles H. Mentioned 169,503,509

Delta, Steamer. Attack on, on the Mississippi River, Jan. 6, 1864. Report of

Laivrence S. Koss 66

Dempsey, Bartholomew. Mentioned 445

Denning, Maria, Steamer. Mentioned V 553

Deserters. Report of number of, received and disjiosed of in Department of

the Cumberland in Jan., Feb., March, and April, 1864 12,13,17,22

Des Moines, Steamer. Mentioned 317,320

De Witt, W. W. Meuiioned 65

Dibrell, George G. Mentioned 68,497

•No circumstautial reports on filo.
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Page.

Cickerman, Willard A.
MentioDed 419,421-423,425-431,433

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 467

Dickerson, Christopher J. Mentioned 420, 458-460, 478

Dickey, William A. Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured

atFortPillow,Tenn., April 12, 1804 : 523

Dieffenwierth, P. H. Mentioned 157

DiUard, . Mentioned 487

Dilworth, Caleb J. Mentioned 420,461

Dittimore, Henry. Mentioned 641

Dodge, Grenville M.
Correspondence with

MoPherson, James B . 574

Veatch, James C - 579

Mentioned 7, 15, 16, 117, 122, 180, 190, 208, 576, 578, 579, 626, 692

Reports of

Athens, Ala. Scout from, March 30, 1864 654

Brown's Ferry, Ala. Operations about, Feb. 19, 1864 408, 409

Courtland and Moulton, Ala. Affairs at, March 8, 1864 492

Moulton, Ala. Skirmish near, March 21, 1864 625

North Alabama. Operations in, Jan. 23-29, 1864 118-120

Dohan, . Mentioned 399,400

Doherty, . Mentioned 156

Dollard, Peter. Mentioned 665

Donaboe, David. Mentioned 475

Doss, "W.li. Mentioned 332

Douch, John. Mentioned 276

Douglass, John C. Mentioned 234

Do-wrdy, Rufus. Mentioned 55

Do'wns, John. Mentioned 684

Drake, J. L. Mentioned 332

Drom, James E. Mentioned 240,241,244,245

Duck River, Tenn. Skirmish on, April 22, 1864 * 6
Ducktown Road, Ga. Skirmish on, April 3, 1864* 5

Duckworth, William L. Mentioned- 334, 351, 355, 543, 545, 557, 589, 592, 622

Duer, John O.

Mentioned 170,228,229

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 233

Duff, William L. Mentioned .t..'* 334

Duffield, Henry M. For correspondence, etc., see John G. Parkhurst.

Dugger, "W. W. Mentioned 417

Dukedom, Tenn. Skirmish at, Feb. 28, 1864. Report of Hugh T. Reid 485

Dukes, Benjamin. Mentioned 635,638,643

Dumonteil, F. Mentioned 372,373

Duncan, . Mentioned 178,183

Dunklin, James H.
Correspondence with Mark P. Lowrey :^, 481

Mentioned 481

Dunlap, James R. Mentioned 222

Dunlop, Isaac L. Mentioned 333
Dunning, S. W. Mentioned 215,217

Dvjrire, Hezekiah G, Mentioned 194,291,299

Dye, John O. Mentioned 65J

*Ko cjrcumstaDtial reports on file.
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Page.

Dyer, . Muutione.d 162

Dyer, Major. Mentioaed 297

Dyer, G. B. Mentioned 368

Earle, R. G. Mentioned 333,370

Earp, C. R. Mentioned 333

Eastern Kentucky. Operations in, M.irch 28-April 16, 18G4. ,
'

Comniunicatiou from Simon B. Biickoer 650

Itinerary of U. S. forces, District ot Eastern Kentucky, March 28-Apri] 14,

1864 647

Reports of

Gallup, George W 646,647

Hobson, Kdward H. Mf), 646

Johnson, Thomas 649

Easton, Langdon C. Reports of

Military storehouses constructed at

Bridgeport, Ala 20

Cbattauooga, Tenn 21

Steamers plying on the IJpiier Tennessee River 21

East Tennessee, Department of.

Bnckuer, Simon B.

Assumes command of 5

Temporarily in command of 4

Longstreet, James, resvimes command of 4

Longstreet's corps ordered to Virginia from, April 7, 1864 5

Eaton, Charles G. Mentioned 168,550

Eberman, Jacob S. Mentioned 648

Ector, MattheTvD. Mentioned 333

Eden, John R. Mentioned 632,636

Edmundson, H. A. Mentioned 646

Edwards, John S. Mentioned 91

Edwards, Owen. Mentioned 404

Edwards' Perry, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 4, 18<;4 ' 164

Egan, John. Mentioned -- 703

Eggleston, Beroth B. Mentioned 36

Egypt Station, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 19, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expe-

ilition, etc., Feb. ^-March 6. 1864. J!ei>orls of

Heinricbs, Gustav. Moore, Fiankliu. Waiiog, George E., jr.

Ekings, Robert M.
Mentioned .1..*. 008,514

Reports of

Island No. 10, Teuu. Affair near, March 6, 1864 491

New Madrid, Mo. Scout from Island No. 10, Tenn., to, March 18,

1864 623

Riley's Landing, Tenn. Expedition from Island No. 10 to, Feb. 17,

1864 404

Elkin, Rush L. Mentioned •'i'^

EUet, Alfred "W. \
Correspondence with Charles A. Gilchrist 398

Mentioned 184,185,395-401

Ellidge's Mills, Ga. Scont to, etc. See Burke's and Ellidge's Mills, (la.

Scout fromJJoUenali, Tenn., to, Feb. 18-19, 1864.

Elliott, JoelH. Mentioned 274,275

Elliott, Marcus D. Mentioned 170

^ Xo circmiistautial reports ou tile.
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Page.

Elliott, W^illiam.

Coricspondenco with Leoiiidas Polk - 342

Mentioned — 368

Elliott, Wasbington L.

Correspondence with Samuel D. Sturgis 74,83

Itineraries of Cavalry Corps, Army of the Cumberland, Jan.-rApril, 1864... 33-40

Mentioned 33,34,38,39,44,68,74,79,85,93,110,691

Keports of operations about Dandridge, Tenu., including Bkirmishcs (16th)

at Kinibrough's Cross-Roads and on Bend of Chuclry Road, and

action (17th) near Dandridge, Jan. 16-17, 1864 81,82,84

Ellis' Bridge, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 21, 1864. See Meridiav, Miss., Expedi-

tion, etc., Feb. 7i-March 6, 1864. £eports of

CooD. Datus E. Forrest, Nathan B. Hepburn, William P.

Emerald, Steamer. Mentioned 325

Emma, Steamer. Mentioned 201

Emma Boyd, Steamer. Mentioned 317, 318, 320

Engineer Troops, Army of the Cumberland. Itinerary, Jan. 18-Feb. 29,

1864 40

English, George H. Mentioned 171

Enyart, David A. Mentioned 23,24,419,423,474

Epeneter, Charles J. Mentioned 535, 537, 538, 569, 570

Era, Steamer. Mentioned ». 69

Errett, Henry C. Mentioned 234

Estes, Benjamin P.

Mentioned 150

Report of skirmish near Knoxville, Tenn., Jan. 27, 1864 151

Eubank, J. J. Mentioned 537
Evans, . Mentioned 399

Evans, George W. Mentioned 4()0

Everett, H. C. Mentioned 60,61
Everett, Peter. Mentioned 687
Ewart, James. Mentioned 289
ETving, Hugh. Mentioned 128

Exchange, V. S. S. Mentioned 324
Exum, James T. Mentioned 55

Fackenthall, Jonathan L. Mentioned 273,287
Fahnestock, Allen L. Mentioned , 4GI

Pain's Island, Indian Creek, Island Ford, Kelley's Ford, and Swann's
Island. Skirmishes at, "Jarl* 28, 1864. See Dandridge, Tenn.

OperatioiiD about, Jan. 26-28, 1864. Iteports of

Garr.ird, Inrael. Longatieet, James. Sturpris, Samuel D.
La (irange, Oscar H. McOook, Edward M.

Fairfield, Michael P. Mentioned 671
Pair Garden, Tenn. Eug.igement near, Jan. 27, 1864. See Dandridge, Tenn.

Operations al>out, Jan. 26-28, 1864. Beports of

Campbell, Archibald P. Lilly, Eli. Savage, Edward G.
Foster, John G. McCook, Edward M. .Sturgis, Samuel D.
La Grange, Oscar H.

Falls, Elias. Testimony of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at Fort
Pillow, Tenn., April 12, 1864 523

Fancy Parmar Ky. Affair at, March 22, 1864. Report of William Hudson
Lawrence (523

Paris [?], Colonel. Mentioned 543
Parish, W. S. Mentioned 368
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Page.
Farley, Edwin. Mentioned 675
Faruau, James. Mentioned 249
Farragut, David Gr. Mentioned 177

Farrar, Josiah. Mentioned 419,422,467,468

Farrell, M. Mentioned 332

Farris, Captain. Mentioned 520

Faulkner, W. W. Mentioned 65.505,506,543,653

Featherstou, Winfield S. Mentioned 332

Febles, John C.

Mentioned 276,585

Reports of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Kentticky, March
16-April]4, 1864 583,584

Fee, Marcellus. Mentioned 466

Feeney, James F. Mentioned 639

Fello'ws, William W. Mentioned 461

Fentress County, Tenn. Skirmish in, Feb. 13,1864* 3

Ferguson, Champ. Mentioned 7, 16, 65, 162, 416, 485, 494

Ferguson, Milton J. Mentioned 51,67,394,395

Ferguson, Samuel 'W.

Mentioned 174, 909, 221, 227, 2,50, 333, 341, 342, 35H-,361, 363, 366-371, 376, 377

Reports of Meridian, Miss., Expeditiou, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 378,379

Ferguson, S. M. Mentioned 646-648

Ferguson, 'William.

Correspondence with Nathan B.Forrest 599

Mentioned 519,554,598

Report of Forrest's Expeditiou into West Tennessee and Kentncky, March

16-Aprill4, 1864 571

Ferrero, Edward.
Mentioned 48,108

Report of skirmishes at Strawberry Plains and Armstrong's Ferry, Tenn.,

Jan. 21-22, 1864 104

Field, Thomas. Mentioned 381

Finkler, William. Mentioned 159

Finley, Jesse J. Mentioned , 478

Fischer, Louis. Mentioned 287,289

Fitch, . Mentioned 529

Fitch, AsaB. Mentioned 251

Fitch, John A. Mentioned 169

Flaney, . Mentioned - 64

Flat Creek, Tenn.

Expedition from Knoxville to, Feb. 1, 1864. Report of John R. Bond 159

Skirmish at, Feb. 20, 1864* 3

Flat Creek and Muddy Creek, Tenn. Skirmishes at, Jan. 26, 1864. See Dan-

dridge, Tenn. Operations about, Jan. 26-28, 1864. Report of Stur- )

gia, p. 131.

Flat Creek Valley, Tenn. Skirmish in, March 15, 1864* 4

Fleming, Charles. Mentioned 639

Fleming, L. J. Mentioned ^ 402

Flint River, Ala. Affair at, April 17, 1864. Report of John H. Kuhn 670

Flook, Henry R.

Mentioned 446-448

Report of demonstration on Dalton , Ga. , Feb. 22-27, 1864 461

"* No circumstantial reports on file.
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Florence, Ala. Skirmish near, April 12, 1804. Report of Sainnel S. Ives 66?

Floumoy, P. C. Mentioned 333

Force, Manniag F.

Mentioned 170, 192, 209-212, 220, 226-228, 231 , 234-237

Reports of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 227,228

Forks of Beaver, Ky. Skirmish at, March 31. See Eastern Eenlffcki/. Opera-

lions in, March 2?^April 16, 1864. Heport of Gallup, p. 646.

Forney, George H. Mentioned 332

Forney, John H. Mentioned 334

Forrest, A. H. Mentioned 349

Forrest, Jeffi-ey E. Mentioned 253, 258, 268, 279, 291, 294, 299, 332, 341, 348-355

Forrest, Nathan B.

Congratulatory Orders. Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6,

1864 356
Correspondence with

Anderson, Charles W 598
Booth, Lionel F .*

r>60, 561,594,596,597
Ferguson, William 599
Hawkins, Isaac R 545
Hicks, Stephen Gr 547,548
Lee, Stephen D 617,618
Marshall, James 597
Polk, Leonidas 619
Washburn, CadwalladerC 586,588,590,591,601
Young, John T .'i95

Mentioned 15, 16, 37, 65, 153, 174, 175, 197-199, 208, 252, 255, 256, 259, 261,

268, 298, 299, 322, 332-336, 340-342, 356, 357, 362-364, 366, 367, 370, 377, 379,

380, 390, 502, 505, 506, 509-512, .520, 521, 523-525, 527, 528, 530-533, 535, 536,

538, 542, 544, .545, 547-549, 551, 552, 554-562, 564, 565, 570, 571, 575-577, 579-

582, 585, 586, 590, 594-600, 602-607, 613, 614, 617, 619-623, 625-627, 698-702
Reports of

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864, including
operations against expedition from Memphis, Tenn , 346-351

West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into, March 16-

Aprill4, 1864 607-609,611,613
Resolution of thanks of C. S. Congress to, and the officers and men of his

command Hig
Forrest, W. H. Mentioned 299
Forrest's Expedition. See West Tenness^ aijfl Eeniueky. Forrest's Expedition

into, March l&-April 14, 1864.

Forsyth, . Mentioned 319
Fort, Greenbury L. Mentioned 400
Fort Gaines, Ala. See Forts Morgan and Guinea, Mobile Bay, Ala. Naval re-

connaissance of, Jan. 20, 1864.

Fort Pillow, Tenn. Capture of, April 12, 1864.

Treatment of Union prisoners captnred at.

Communications from

Brayman, Mason V..,, 518,534
Davis, Jefferson 607,617
Forrest, Nathan B 586,590,591,596,617,618
Lee, Stephen D 599
War'Department, C.S 606,617
Washburn, Cadwallader C 587,588,590,601,603
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Page.
Port Pillow, Tenn. Capture of, April 12, 1864—Continued.

Treatment of Union prisonerH captured at.

Statements and testimony of

Addison, Sandy 534

Anderson, Ransom ,. .,.'. 519

Bevel, Elois 5a0

Bingham, James R 520

Cason, Hardin 522

Cothel, Eli 522

Dickey, William A 523

Falls, Ellas 523

Gaylord, Wilbur H 534

Hogan, Frank 536

Hopper, NancyM 533

Huston, George 536

Lewis, James 537

McLagan, W. R 557

Mays, William J 525

Nichols, Emanuel 526

Rankin, Daniel H 526

Ray, Johp F 527

Revelle, Hardy N 528

Robinson, Benjamin 529

Ru6n8, Ann Jane 530

Soudeu, Jason 524

Stamps, Daniel . . .' 530

Stewart, Jerry 537

Taylor, James N 531

Walker, William P 532

Weaver, Henry F 538

Williams, Rebecca 533

Wilson, Jacob 53!)

Winn, William A 533

Voung, Philip 5!0

Statements in regard to, subscribed before

Mnuroe, John H 522,529

Smith, Charles B 520

Smith, Malcom F T..y. .'.34,536-540

Stanley, William 519, 522-524 ,
.''.26, .527, 531-533

Talmadge, Isaac M 530

For reports, see West Tennessee and Kentacky. Forrest's Expedition into, March

16-April 14, 1864. Keporls of

Brayman, Mason. Hurlbnt, Stephen A. Smith, Francis A.

ChalmerH, James K. Lamberg, Carl A. Smith, Willia.n T.

Clear}', William. Learning, Mack J. S^aii Horn, Daniel.

Ferguson, 'Williara. Lee, Stephen D. Wpoilrnfl, John IJ.

Forrest, Nathan B. Shepley, George F. '^

See also Inclosures in report of Forrest, pp. .594-605.

Ports Morgan and Gaines, Mobile Bay, Ala. Naval reconnaissance of, Jan.

20,1864 2

Foster, Henry C. Mentioned 229

Poster, John G.

Congratulations to Cavalry Corps 138, 142

Correspondence with Samuel D. Sturgi.s Ill, 138

Itineraries of Anny of tlic Ohio, Jan.-April, 1864 48.-,54
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Page.

Foster, John G.—Continued.

Mentioned 8,19,4:5,44,47,48,51,57,78,111,127,130,131,138,142

Relieved from command of Annj' of tbe Obio 3

Keports of

Dandridge, Teun. Operations abont, Jan. '2(i-28, 1864 ,. 130, 131

Ohio, Department of tbe. Operations in, .Tan. 1-Feb. 9, 1864 41,44

Quallatown, N. C. Expedition from Maryville, Tenn., to, Jan. 31-

Feb. 7, 1H64 159

Sevierville, Tenn. A.ifair at (13th), and skirmish at SchuUz's Mill,

Cosby Creek, Teun. (I4th), Jan. l^U, 1864 73

Foster, John S. Mentioned 170,211,228

Foster, John W. Mentioned 54

Fowle, Nathaniel W. Mentioned 649
Fox, Francis W. Meutioued 502,509
Fox.J.D. Mentioned 566
Franklin, David. Mentioned 98
Frazier, John. Mentioned 643
Freeman, Edward. Mentioned a87
Freeman, Thomas J. Mentioned 543

Freesner, Levi. Mentioned 634,639,642
French, Samuel G. Mentioned 174, 175, 210, 333-335, 358, 3H0

Frick's Gap, Ga. Scout to. See Stevens' atid Frick's Gaps, Ga. Scoutfrom
Whiteside's, Term., to, Feb. 25-20, 1864.

Frohock, WUliam T. Mentioned 627
Froman, Anderson. Mentioned 128
Fry, John C. Mentioned 170

Gage, Joseph S. Mentioned 116

Gaines, Fort. See Fort Gaines.

Galbreath, John. Mentioned 635,638,640
Gale, 'W. D. Mentioned 617
Gallatin, Tenn. Expedition from. See Cumberland Mountains, Tenn. Expe-

dition from Gallatin to, Jan. US-Feb. 8, 1864.

Galliher, Cyrus J. Mentioned :i08

Gallup, George W.
Itinerary of 1st Division, 23d Army Corps, Feb., 1864 51
Itinerary of U. S. forces during operations in Eastern Kentucky, March

aS-April 16, 1864 f,47

Mentioned ^..» 51, 54, 39.5, 645, 648. (i50

Reports of

Eastern Kentucky. Operations in, March 28-April 16, 1864 646,647
Laurel Creek, Wayne County, W. Va. Skirmish at, Feb. 15, 1864 394

Gamble, LarkenB. Mentioned 491
Gannett, Isaac. Mentioned 141
Gardenhire, James T. Mentioned 10s>

Garrard, Israel.

Mentioned 33,35, 42, 79-81,83, 8.^86,91, 131, 132-138, 49(i

Reports of Dandridge, Tenn.

Operations about, including skirmishes (10th) at Kimbrough's Cross-

Roads and on Bend of Chuoky Road, and action (17th) near
Dandridge, Jan. 16-17, 1864 92

Operations about, Jan. 26-28, 1864 147
Garrard, Keoner.

Itineraries of 2d Cavalry Division, Army of the Cnmberland, Feb.-April,
1'564 . • 37-39

Mentioned 15, 19, 37, 39
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Canard, Theophilus T.

Mentioned 42,46,656,657

Reports of

Gibson's and Wyerman's Mills, Va. Skirmishes at, on Indian Creek,

and at Powell's Bridge, Tenn., Feb. 22, 1864 411

Tazewell, Tenn. Skirmish at, Jan. 24, 1864 ,
!' 127

Oarrett, Abraham E. Mentioned 155

Oarvin, S. Mentioned 386

Gates, Elijah. Mentioned 333

Gay, Weed. Mentioned 687

Gaylord, Wilbur H. Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured

at Fori Pillow, Tenn., April 12, 1864 534

Geary, John W.
Itineraries of 2d Division, 12th Army Corps, Jan.-Marcb, 1864 27,28

Mentioned 18,19.27,28,32,644,668

Report of reconnaissance from Bridgeport down the Tennessee River to

vicinity of Triana, Ala., April 12-16. 1864 663

Geddes, James L. Mentioned 169.195,196

George, James Z. Mentioned .334

George, John F.
Mentioned 99,100

Report of skirmish at Tracy City, Tenn., Jan. 20, 1864 101

Georgia. Operations in. See Summary, pp. 1-6.

Georgia Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Liight—Batteries ; Columbus, 333, 363, 370, .373, 375.

Cavalry

—

Battalions: 6th (_ State Guards), 109, 112. Companies: Nelson's,

333, 369.

Infantry—«e^/me/ite ; 34th, 482 ; 42d, 480.

Miscellaneous

—

Davenport's Home Guards, 664.

Gholson, Samuel J. Mentioned 252,256,306,311,341,3,51,352,354,607,609

Gibson, A. J. Mentioned 158

Gibson, Randall !. Mentioned 478,481

Gibson, Thomas S. Mentioned 412

Gibson's and Wyerman's Mills, Va. Skirmishes at, on Indian Creek, and at

Powell's Bridge, Tenn., Feb. 22, 1864. Reports of

Cook, Alphonso F 413

Garrard, Theophilus T 411

.Tones, William E 412

Peters, WilliamE r..:» 414

Thompson, John B 415

Gifford, Ira R.

Mentioned 72,77

Report of skirmish near Collierville, Tenn., J.an. 13, 1864 :.. . 72

Gifford, William. Mentioned 684

Gilbert, James I. Mentioned , 169

Gilchrist, Charles A.
Correspondence with Alfred W. Ellet j^ 398

Mentioned 399

Report of expedition from Vicksburg to Grand Gulf, Miss., Feb. 15-Miircli

6, 1864 395

Gillem, Alvan C. Mentioned 7

Gillespie, WilUam C. B.

Mentioned 241-244

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 239

Gilman, William. Mentioned 635



744 INDEX.

Page.

Oilmer, Jeremy F. Mentioned 401

Ginn, Thomas J. Mentioned 169

Gittings, Erskine.

Mentioned 105,107,108

Report of skirmishes at Strawberry Plains and Armstrong's Ferry, Tenn.,

Jan. 21-22, 1864 ' 108

Gladden, John 'W. Statement of Confederate losses during demonstration on

Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 13

Gleason, NeweU. Mentioned 420

Glendale, Steamer. Mentioned 550

Glover, A. P. Mentioned 371

Goddard, Joseph A. Mentioned 428

Gk>och, Daniel VT. Mentioned 513

Good, Joseph. Mentiotfed 420

Goodman, TW. A. Mentioned 614

Goodno'w, James. Mentioned 419,422,467,468

Goodrich, James. Mentioned 634

Goodvrin, John. Report of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and

Kentucky, March 16-Aprill4, 1864 619

Goodwin, Robert M. Mentioned 12,22

Gore, Nounce L. Mentioned •'>6

Gossett, John. Mentioned 640

Gould, Lientenant. Mentioned 99

Gouraud, George E. Mentioned 110

Gourd Neck and GuntersvUle, Ala. Expedition from Larkin's Landing to,

March 2-3, 1864. Reports of

Oliver, John M 487

Smith, Giles A 486

Graessle, Frederick. Mentioned 278

Graham, A. N. Mentioned 639

Graham, John. Mentioned 381

Graham, Samuel. Mentioned 308

Granbury, H. B. Mentioned 477

Grand Gulf, Miss.

Expedition from Vicksburg to, Feb. 15-March 6, 1864. Report of Charles

A. Gilchrist 395

Skirmish at, Jan. 18, 1864' 2

Granger, Gordon.
Correspondence with George H. Thomas r...t 14,485

Itineraries of 4th Army Corps, Jan.-April, 1864 22-24

Mentioned 14, 15, 17, 18, 22, 38, 41, 42, 45, 47, 40(i

RelieTed from command of 4th Army Corps 5

Report of skirmish near Maryville, Tenn. , Feb. 18, 1864 406

Grant, . Mentioned 397

Grant, IT. S.

Assignment to command ,. 4

Correspondence with Army Headquarters .^ 131

Mentioned 7, 8, 44 , 47, 57, 173-175, 184, 254, 338, 359, 393, 450, 515, 516, .572

Report of affair at Sevierville, Tenn. (13th), and skirmish at Schultz's

Mill, Cosby Creek, Tenn. (14th), Jan. 13-14, 1864 73

Graves, George C.
_^
Mentioned 299,300

Gray, Fred. Mentioned 646

Gray, Horace. Mentioned 36

" So circumstantial reports ou tile.
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Page.

Gray, Thomas P.

Mentioned 510,514

Report of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Kentucky, March
16-Aprill4, 1864 ! 544

Grebe, M. M. R. "W. Mentioned 265,274

Green, George. Mentioned > 420

Green, H. G. Mentioned 640

Green, Obadlah. Mentioned 623

Greene, A. C. Mentioned 479

Greensville, Tenn. Skirmish near, AprillS, 1804. Report of John M. Schotield . 670

Greenough, Ogden. Mentioned 229

Greer, H. C. Mentioned 569

Gregg, . Mentioned 404

Gresham, Walter Q.

Mentioned 171, 193,213,2.'?8,246

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb.3-March 6,1864 247

Grieraon, Benjamin H.
Correspondence w ith George E. Waring, jr 585

Itinerary of Cavahy Division, 16th Army Corps, Feb. and March, 1864. Me-

ridian, Miss., Expedition, etc 261

Mentioned 171, 172, 176, 181, 193, 254, 2.59, 204, 266, 268, 269, 271,

275,276,284,290-296,301,304,305,307-309, 350,377, 506,579, 582,608,623

Reports of

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March6, 1864, including ex-

pedition from Memphis, Tenn 260

West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into, March 16-

Aprill4,1864
'.

581,582

Griffin, Peter. Mentioned 233

Griffith, Benjamin. Mentioned 661

Griffith, John. Mentioned 126,333,373,675,676

Grimes, Derastus L. Mentioned 65

Grose, Mrs. Mentioned 178

Grose, WilUam.
Mentioned 9, 38, 419, 422-428, 430, 4.35-437, 441, 443, 445, 450, 468, 471, 473, 474

Reports of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, lci64 431,432

Grosvenor, Edward. Mentioned 404

Gro-wer, 'WiUiam T. C. Mentioned 169, .WS, 509, 575

Gullitte, J. M. Mentioned 668

Gunboat A. Mentioned — 21

Gunboat B. Mentioned 21

Gunboat No. 3. Mentioned 388

Gunboat No. 5. Mentioned 388

Gunboat No. 7. Mentioned 594

Gunboat No. 9. Mentioned 158

Gunboat No. 28. Mentioned .').")8, 562

Gunboat No. 38. Mentioned 388,389

Guntersville, Ala. Expedition to. See Gourd Neck and Giht/ersviHe, Ala.

Expedition from Larkin's Landing to, March 2-3, 1864.

G-waltney, Leonidas. Mentioned 524

Hale, Robert. Mentioned 436

Half Mountain, on Licking River, Ky. Action at, April 14, 1864. See Eaat-

ern Ketitucki/. Operations in, March iS-Jpril 16, 1864. Reports

of Gallup, p. 647; Johnson, p. 049; itinerary of U. S. forces, p. 64^.
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Page.

Hall, Cyrus.

Mentioned 171,193,219,237,238,247

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb.3-March 6, 1864 245

Hall, George R. Report of raid on the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad,

near Tiillahoma, TenB., March 16, 1864 500

HaU, John P. Mentioned '- 665,666

Hall, William.

Mentioned 170

Reports of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 224

Halleck, Henry W.
Assignment as Chief of Staff 4

Mentioned 173,184

Hambright, Henry A. Mentioned 420,451,452

Hamilton, . Mentioned 396,398

Hamilton, Oliver P. Mentioned 155, 156,416,624

Hamilton, Thomas M. Mentioned 301

Hammond, John W. Report of scout to Nola Chucky Bend, near Morris-

town, Tenn., March 12, 1864 496

Haney, O'nren.

Correspondence with John Murphy 580

Mentioned 576

HEUikins, Daniel S. Mentioned 126

Hanks, EUsbury. Mentioned 643

Hanks, S. G. Mentioned 635

Hannon, M. "W. Mentioned 118

Hanson, Ferdinand. Mentioned 278-280

Happy, James B. Mentioned 417

Hardee, Henry W. Mentioned 420

Hardee, 'William J. Mentioned 15,19,337,338,340.341,477

Hai'din Cotmty, Term. Skirmish in, Feb. 9, 1864* 3

Hard'wicke, James. Mentioned 642

Hard'wicke, James [Jordan?] E. Mentioned 635

Hard^^cke, James S. Mentioned 635

Hardivicke, Jordan E. Mentioned 642

Hard'wicke, Samuel. Mentioned 042

Hardwioke, William P. Mentioned 635,638,642,643

Hardy, Major. Mentioned 545,624

Harker, Charles G. Mentioned 23,41,79

Harmon, Oscar P. Mentioned .T..7. 31,420

Harris [?], . Mentioned 542

Harris, Colonel. Mentioned 698,699

Harris, Clark M. Mentioned 420,452
Harris [?], J. G. Mentioned 548

Harris, J. L. Mentioned 333

Harris, Pryor N. Mentioned 153

Harris, Samuel J. Mentioned ; 421,456,457

Harris, Thomas H. .

Mentioned 550

Report of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Kentucky, March
16-Aprill4, 1864 .'556

Harris, William C.

Mentioned 408

Report of scout from Ooltewah, Tenn., to Burke's and Ellidge's Mills, Ga.,

Feb. 18-19, 1864 407

*No cii'oiDistantial reportit ou file.
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Page.

Harrison, . Mentioned 677
Harrison, Benjamin. Mentioned 25,26
Harrison, Isaac P. Mentioned ()7, 158
Harrison, Thomas. Mentioned t)8,'J0

Harrison, Thomas J.

Mentioned 7, 10, 11, 14, 15, 421, 451-454,' 48B-490, 493
Reports of

Leet's Tan-yard, 6a. Skirmish at, March 5, 18G4 489
Sparta, Teun. Operations about, Jan. 4-14, 18fi4 65

Harrison and Ooltewah, Tenn. Scout from Chattanooga to, Jan. 21, 1864.

Report of Geza Mihalotzy 102

Harrison's Gap, Ala. Affair at, April 21, 1864.

Communication from Johnston 678
Reports of

Lubbers, John 677

Osterhans, Peter J 676

Harrold, Oliver. Mentioned 231

Hart, William G. Mentioned 635

Hartranft, John F. Mentioned 48

Harvey, Addison.
Mentioned :r>8, 368-370, 378

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. ;J-March 6, 1864 381

Harwell. M. B. Mentioned 386

Hascall, Milo S.

Itineraries of 3d Division, 23d Army Corps, Jan., Feb., 1864 50,51

Mentioned 50, 51, 410

Report of skirmish on the Sevierville Road, near Kooxville, Tenu., Feb. 20,

1864 409

Hastings, Steamer. Mentioned 317,318,320

Hawkins, Edwin R. Mentioned 333,383,384,388

Ha^vkins, Isaac R.

Correspondence with Nathan B. Forrest .545

Mentioned 48.5, 493. 502, .503, 508-510, .540,.541,.'•)4:}-.546, 607, 612, 623

Reports of

Lexington, Tenn. Scout to, Jan. 11,1864 69

Reynoldsburg, Tenn. Skirmisli at, March 21, 1864 624

Union City, Tenu. Skirmish near, March 12, 1864 495

Hawkins, ilohn P. Mentioned ».-->< ^^^

Haw^kins, Milt. Mentioned 102

Hawkins, Samuel W. Mentioned 495, 543

Hawkins, "W. S. Mentioned 70,2.55

Hayes, Southey. Mentioned 157

Haymond, Henry. Mentioned 419

Hays, Martin. Mentioned .500

Hays, 'William H. Mentioned 421,464,466

H. Choteau, Steamer. Mentioned 201,205,206

Heath, Thomas T. Mentioned -V. 129

Heath, William H. Mentioned 169

Hecker, Frederick. Mentioned 25

Hefner, John P. Mentioned 500

Heilman, 'William H.
Mentioned 419,422,432,4.34

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 444
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Page.

Heinrichs, Gustav.
Mentioned 171,258

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 278

Heintzelman, Samuel P.

Mentioned » 629,631

Report of riot at Charleston, Coles County, 111., March 28,1864 629

Helm, Clinton.

Correspondence with Smith D. Atkins 682

Mentioned 684

Helmer, Robert VT.

Mentioned 510,514,543

Report of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Kentucky, March
16-April 14, 1864 545

Henderson, R. J. Mentioned 478,480

Hennessey, John. Mentioned 569

Henry, J. L. Mentioned 76

Henry, John A. Mentioned 77

Henry, 'William A. Mentioned 169,503,509

Hensley, James M. Mentioned 126

Hepburn, William P.

Mentioned 171,194,258-260,266-269,

275,276,282,283,290-292, 296-298,301,302,305, 306,308, 314,315,581,582
Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 290

Hernando, Miss. Scout from Memphis, Tenn., toward, Jan. 3, 1864. Report
of Lucius B. Skinner .. Co

Hemdon, John "W. Mentioned 635,638,641
Herring, Thomas. Mentioned 65
Hess, Joseph C.

Itinerary of 19th Pennsylvania Cavalry, Jan. 22-Feb. 8, 1864. Meridian
Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 286

Mentioned 171,287,289,583
Reports of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-Marcb 6, 1864, includ-

ing operations since Jan. 22, 1864 285,287
Hevell, Lewis. Mentioned .'

639
Hibbets, Jefferson J. Mentioned ]7o
Hickenlooper, Andrew.

Mentioned 177,186,209,210
Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etifi., ^cb. 3-March 6, 1864 214

Hicks, Robert J. Mentioned , 362
Hicks, Stephen G.

Correspondence with
Brayman, Mason 55q
Buford, Abraham 549 550
Forrest, Nathan B 547 54^
Sherman, William T 579

Mentioned .504-511,513-515,542,551
Reports of ^

Mayfield, Ky.

Guerrilla raid on, March 10, 1864 493
Raid on, Feb. 22, 1864 417

West TeoneS&ee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into, March 16-

April 14, 1864 546,547,549
Higgins, Edward. Mentioned 403
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Page.

Higley, John H.
Mentioned 478
Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 480

Hill, Charles M. Mentioned 441

HUl, JohuD. Mentioned 538,569,570

Hill, John Xi. Mentioned .^. 160

Hill, Marcus. Mentioned i 640

Hill, RoswellD. Mentioned 672

Hill, Roswell S. Mentioned 145

Hill, Sylvester G. Mentioned 169

Hills, 'Wrilliam A. Mentioned 683,684

Etillsborough, Miss. Skirmishes at.

Feb. 6, 1863" 164

Feb. 10, 1864. See Meridian, JUias., Expedition, etc., Feb. S-March 6, 1864.

Report of Winslow, p. 250.

Hindman, Thomas C.

Correspondence with Alexander P. Stewart 477

Mentioned 15,477,478

Hine, Robert J.

Correspondence with Smith D. Atkins , 681

Mentioned 680

Hobson, Ed'ward H.
Itinerary of 5th Division, 23d Army Corps, April, 1864 !j4

Mentioned 54,647

Reports of

Cumberland River, Ky.

Affair on the, Jan. 27, 1864 1.S2

Skirmish on the, March 19, 1864 624

Eastern Kentucky. Operations in, March 28-April 16, 1864 645,646

New Hope, Ky. Affair at, March 28, 1864 629

Obey's River, Tenn. Skirmish on the, March 28, 1864 644

Hodge, George B. Mentioned 649

Hodges, John B. Mentioned 102

Hoel, 'William R. Mentioned 397

Hogan, Prank. Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12, 1864 536

Holahan, Amos J.

Mentioned 171,269,287

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., feb^IJ-March 6, 1864 287

Holladay, J. B. Mentioned 650

Holland, John M. Mentioned 438

Holliday, Robert M. Mentioned 202

Hollopeter, John Ii.

Correspondence with Charles R. Case 448

Mentioned 446,448

HoUy Springs, Miss. Skirmishes at.

Feb. 12, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864.

Report of MeCrillis, p. 303. 'V

Aprill7, 1864' 6

Holmes, Shepley R. Mentioned 324

Holmes, T. Mentioned loS

Holt, H. C. Mentioned 334

* Ho circumstantial reports on file.
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Pag«.

Hood, John B. "

AssigDDieut to commaud 3

Mentioned 15,20,68,81,93

Hooker, Joseph.
Assignment to command 5

Itinerary of 20th Anuy Corps, April, 1864 32

Mentioned -. 8,14,18,19,28,33

Hopkins, W. M. Mentioned 4l:j

Hopper, Nancy M. Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured

at Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12, 1864 533

Horton, Charles C. Mentioned 290,298,300

Hosmer, Addison A. Beport of riot at Charleston, Coles County, 111., March
28, 1864 635

Hotaling, John R. Mentioned 129

Hotchkiss, T. R. Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864. 4a3

Hotchkiss, WiUiam A. Mentioned 455

Houck, James. Mentioned 643

Houck, James M. Mentioned 635

Houlka Sviramp, near Houston, Miss. Skirmish in the, Feb. 17, 1864. Sec

Meridian Mias., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864. Beport of
Smith, p. 256.

House, 'William T.

Mentioned 497

Report of skirmish at Claysville, Ala., March 14, 1864 498

Houser, Abraham. Mentioned 682

Houston, Miss. Skirmishes near.

Feb. 17, 1864. See Houlka Swamp, near Houston, Miss. Skirmish in the,

Feb. 17, 1864.

Feb. 19, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864.

Reports of

MoBath, 'William R. McCrillis, La Fayette. Smith, 'William Sooy.

Hovey, Alvin F.

Itinerary of Ist Division, 23d Army Corps, April, 1864 53
Mentioned 53

Hovis, L. B. Mentioned 334
Howard, . Mentioned 98
Howard, Oliver O.

Assignment to command 5
Itineraries of 11th Army Corps, Jan.-Maith, 1864 24-26

Mentioned 18-20,22,24-26,32

Resumes commaud of 11th Army Corps 3
Ho'we, James H.

Itinerary of 2d Brigade, 4th Division, 16th Army Corps. Meridian Expedi-
tion, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 207

Mentioned 169,191,201,203-208,503,509,575
Howe, John H.

Mentioned ^ 170,229
Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 234

Hovre, Oscar P. Mentioned 284
Howell, Philip F. For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Alfred W. Ellet.

Howgate, Henry 'W. Mentioned 446-448,462
Hubbard, Captain. Mentioned 109
Hubbard, Lucius F. Mentioned 168

Hubbard, R. J. Mentioned 622
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Hudson, Charles T. Mentioned 408.474,475

Hudsonville, Miss. Aftiiir near, Feb. 25, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedi-

tion, etc., Feh. Z-March 6, 1864. Report of Waring, p.26J.

Hughes, Samuel T. Mentioned 669

Hughs, John M.
Mentioned 156, 416, 485, 494, 495,

4f)9,
500, 645, 671

Report of operations in Middle Teuueasee, Jan. l-April 18, 1864 55

Hulse, . Mentioned 687

Humes, Aada&wB.. Mentioned 414

Humes, William Y. C.

Correspondence -with Joseph E. Johnston 692

Mentioned 489, 658,688,691

Reports of reconnaissance from Ringgold toward Tunnel Hill, Ga., April 29,

1864 691,692

Hunt, Surgeon. Mentioned 103

Hunter, Alexander M. Mentioned 538,566-569

Hunter, Alfred G. Mentioned 467

Hunter, James A. Mentioned 102

Hurd, Orrin D.
Mentioned 419,422,432,434

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 439

Hurlbut, Stephen A.
Correspondence with

Booth, Lionel F 5.56

Brayman, Mason 504,506,517,551

Sherman, William T 179

Veatch, James C 579

Itinerary of 16th Army Corps, Jan. 26-March 10, 1864. Meridian Expedi-

tion, etc 195

Mentioned 168,171,172,174-180,

182, 186-191 , 200, 202, 207, 209-211, 216, 219, 222, 232. 249, 250, 255, 265, 330,

341, 343, 365, 506, 508, 514, 516-518, 551, 563, 573, 576, 577, 581, 586-588, 592

Relieved from command of 16th Army Corps 6

Reports of

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 194

West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into, March 16-

Aprill4,1864 554,555

Hurst, Fielding. Mentioned 581, 582. .585, 592, 602, 608, 612, 623

Hurt, Charles H. Mentioned >.--9 222

Huston, George. Scatement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenu., April 12, 1864 •- 536

Hutchason, J. B. Mentioned 640,641

Hutchinson, . Mentioned 397,398

Illinois Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light—5atter/es : Chicago Board of Trade, 35, .37; Perkins',*

257. Regiments : 1st (Batteries), A, 129 ; C, 12, 30 ; E, 168, 169 ; H, 129

;

K, 171, 290, 292, 301, 302, 304, 308, 315 ; 2d [Batteries), D, 169, 191, 195, 196,

203. 204, 207,575; P, 171,193; G, 503,509; H, I, 11. ^«

Cavairy-ffe^/menfe .• 2d, 113, 171, 193, 261-266, 268-273,279,281,284,288,

289; 3d, 172, 194, 214, 261, 295, 303-308, 310, 314; 4th, 168, 170, 211,214,

227; 5th, 171,193,249; 6th, 65, 171, 194,258,261,290-295,300, 308; 7th,

116, 171, 194, 251?; 261, 290-296 ; 9th, 72, 171, 194, 258, 261, 290-!J94, 297, 300,

302; 11th, 171, 193,210,211,214,248-250; 14th, 93, 137, 148 ; 16th, 57. 58.
~

* Howitzer battery attached to 9th Illinois Cavalry.
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Illinois Troops. Mentioned—Continnetl.

InUntTy- Regiments: 8th, 170, 192, iiSiJ; 9th, 119, 12-2, 669, 670; 10th, 11,

30 ; 11th, 172, 178, 18;!, 184, 194, 213, 316-318, 320, 321, 323-32r), 331, 3,-i2,
,

383, 385, 386, 390; 14th, 171, 193, 214, 245, 246; 15th, 171, 193, 214, 221,

238, 245-247 ; 16th, 30, 420 ; 17th, 170, 192, 232 ; 19th, 419, 452-454 ; 20th,

170, 192, 214, 229-232, 236; 21st, 11, 16, 24; 22d, 11; 24th, 420; 27th,

11; 29th, 213, 226; 30th, 170, 192, 214; 31st, 24, 170, 192, 214, 229-233,

235-237; 32d, 171, 193, 214; 36th, 11; 38th, 16, 24, 407, 408; 40th, 507;

41st, 171, 193, 214, 630. 631 ; 42d. 44th, 11 ; 4Sth, 170, 192, 214, 227-231,

233-236; 47th, 168; 49th, 169, 191, 200; 51st, 11; 53d, 171, 193, 214,

241-243; 54th, 630-637; 55th, 486, 664; 58th, 169, 191, 200, 236; 59th,

11,436; 60th. 16, 420, 457-460,478; 75th, 419, 422, 432-437, 440,442;

76th, 171, 193, 245, 246; 78th, 420, 661, 662; 80th, 419,422,432-434,

436-438, 474; 81st, 213, 214, 226; 84th, 419, 422, 432-4.36, 4:58, 439; 85th,

86th, 420, 458, 460, 461 ; 92d, 40, 122-124, 679-684 ; 93d, 419, 422, 467,

468; 95th, 214; 96th, 419, 422; 98th, 38, 123-125, 421; 101st, 644;

102d, 652; 103d, 419, 422, 467, 468; 107th, 150, 160; 109th, 385, 386,

390 ; 113th, 69-< ; 114th, 168 , 115th, 419, 422 ; 117th, H9th, 169, 191,

200; 122d, 494, .'')48, 549,551-553; 124th, 170, 192, 228-230, 234-237;

125th, 420, 459.

Indiana Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light—Barter/es ; 3d, 169 ; 5th, 419, 422, 427, 443, 444, 463 ; 6th,

169; 9th, 169,191,200; 13th, 11; 14th, 169; 18th, 81,82,86, 87,89, 136,

141-143, 146, 147 ; 19th, 421.

Cavalry—Regiments : 2d, 34, 87, 89, 90, 140, 141, 144, 145, 391, 392 ; 3d, 36, 37,

40, 52, 70, 71, 409, 410, 496, 670 ; 4th, 34, 86, 89, 90, 136, 137, 140, 141, 143-145,

147,101; 6th, 58, 95-97 ; 7th, 113, 171, 193, 258, 26:5-265, 267-277, 281, 287,

304, 307, 582-585 ; 8th,* 9, 10, 14, 15, 65, 66, 421, 451, 453, 454, 488-490.

Infantry—ffe^/mente ; 10th 11, 421,449; 12th, 419, 422, 467. 468 ; 15th, 11 ;

17th, 11,35,36; 19th, 667; 22d, 11; 23d, 171,193; 25th, 109, 195,203,

204, 207, 575 ; 27th, 11, 27, 500 ; 30th, 11, 16, 419, 422, 432-434, 436, 439, 440,

442; 31st, 11,34, 140; 32d, 214 ; 33d, 11,2.5,26 ; 36th, 419, 422, 432-4.34,

436, 440, 441 ; 37th, 11, 16, 420 ; 38th, 29 ; 40th, 11 ; 42d, 11, 29, 31 ; 44th,

11,23; 47th, 631 ; 51st, 11 ; 52d, 169, 191,200: 53d, 171, 193,214,248;

57th, 58th, 11; 65th, 496,497; 72d, 35, 123, 125, 126, 172,194,255,304,

305, 307-309, 312, 315 ; 73d, 658 ; 74th, 421 ; 75th, 30 ; a2d, 420, 462-467
;

84th, 419, 422 ; 85th, 25, 26 ; 87th, 420 ; 88th. 419, 4.52-454 ; 89th, 169,

191,200; 91st, 127,411; 93d, 168 ; 97th, 99th, 419,422,467,468; 100th,
667 ; 101st, 30. <- ••

Indian Creek, Tenn. Skirmish at. See Fain's Islavd, etc. Skirmishes at, Jan.

28, 1864.

Indian Creek, Va. Skirmish on. See Gibson's and Wyei-man's Mills, Vn.

Skirmishes at, on Indian Creek, and at PowelVs Bridge, Tenn., Feb.

22, 1864.

Inge, W. M. Mentioned 333

Ingersoll, Orton. Mentioned ; 325

Ingerton, 'William H. Mentioned ^ 259,289,308
For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see William Sooij Smith.

Ingraham, Le'vtris. Mentioned ,566

Ingram, W. B. Mentioned 121,123

Iiunan,' . Mentioned Ill

Innes, 'William P. Mentioned 14

Intercourse. See Trade and Intercourse.

Iowa, Steamer. Mentioned 505

* Formerly 39Ui Indiana Infantry.
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Iowa Troops. Mentioned.
*"*

Artillery, Light—Batteries : 2d, 169.

Ca.\3.lTy~Regiments: 2d, 171, 194, a58, 261,290-294, 298-301,307,581
; 4th

171, 190, 193, 249-251, 694, 698, 700 ; 5th, 11, 35-37, 39, 40 ; 9th, 695.
Infantry—ffe^/menfe : 3d, 171,193, 214,241-243; 4th, 497 ; 8th, 169- 9th

497
;
11th, 170, 192, 214, 224

; 12th, 169 ; 13th, 170, 192. 214 ; 14th, 169, 191,
200; 15th, 170,19^,214,224; 16th, 170, 192, 214, 225; 26th, 677, 678; 27th
169, 191, 200

; 31st, 497, 498 ; 32d, 169, 191, 200 : 35th, 169.
Ireland, David.

Mentioned
27-29,32

Reports ot aflair at Capertou's Ferry, Ala., March 29, 1864 651
Irvine, William N. Mentioned

'

ggj
Island Ford, Tenn. Skirmish at. See Fain's Island, etc. SUrmiahes at, Jan.

28,1864.

Island No. 10, Mississippi River.
Affair near, March 6, 1864. Report of Robert M. Ekings 491
Expedition from, etc. See Rlleg's Landing, Tenn. Expedition from Island

No. 10 to, Feb. 17, 1864.

Scout from. See New Madrid, Mo. Scout from Island No. 10, Tenn., to,

March 18, 1864.

Island No. 76, Mississippi River. Skirmish at, Jan . 20, 1864* 2
Issaquena County, Miss. Skirmish in. See Langley's Plantation, Issaquena

County, Miss. Skirmish at, March 22, 1864.

Itineraries. See Army Corps; Cavalry Corps; and Engineer Troops. Also
Dalton, Ga. Demonstration on, Feb. 22-27, 1864.

Eastern Kentucky. Operations in, March 28-Jpril 16, 1864.

Leefs Tan-yard, Ga. Skirmish at, March 5, 1864.

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, Feb. '3-March d, 1864.

Ripley, Miss. Expeditionfrom Memphis, Tenn., to, April :iO-May 9, 1864, and skir-

mish (May 2) at Bolivar, Tenn.

Sumiyside Landing, Ark. Expeditionfrom Vicksburg, Miss., to, Jan. 10-16, 1864.

Yazoo River, Miss. Expedition up the, April 19-23, 1864, with skirmishes at and
near Mechanicsburg, and capture of U. S. gunboat Petrel.

Iverson, Alfred. Report of affair at Suhligna, Ga., Jan.22, 1864 na
Ives. Samuel S.

Mentioned 333,626
Report of skirmish near Florence, Ala., April 12, 1864 662

Ivey's Hill, or Farm, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 22, 1864. See Meridian, Miss.,

Expedition, etc., Feb. :i-March 6, 1864. "^Reports of

Browne. Ttaonias M. Holali.in, Amos J. Waring, George E., jr.

Hepburn, William P. Smith, William Sooy.

Jack, William. Mentioned 115
Jackson [?], . Mentioned 685
Jackson, James. (Colonel.)

Mentioned 333,626,662
Report of skirmish near Moultou, Ala., March 21, 18()4 626

Jackson, James. (Sergeant.) Mentioned X 454
Jackson, John. Mentioned 145

Jackson, John C. Mentioned 355
Jackson, J. P., U. S. S. Mentioned 402

* Xo circiirastantia], reports pn file.,

48 K R—VOL XXXII, PT I



754 INDEX.

Jackson, William H.
Correspondence with Leonidas Polk 343

Mentioned . . . 174, 188, 228, 319, 333, 341-343, 358, 363-369, 374-377, 380, 390, 625, 671

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc.Feb. 3-Maroli 6, 1864 369

Jackson, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 5. 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc.,

-Fcii. 3-^a)'cft6, 1864. Reports of

Adama, ^irt. McPher.sou, Jamea B. "Winalow, Edward F.

Lee, Stephen D. Kose, Luciim M.

James, Harry H. Mentioned 95

Jaquess, James F. Mentioned 406

Jarvis,William L. Mentioned I,'i8

Jeffers, Thomas. Mentioned 635

Jefferson, John W. Mentioned 168

Jefines, . Mentioned 639

Jehu, Robert. Mentioned 194

Jenkins, Jeremiah W. Report of skirmish at Claysville, Ala., March 14, 1864 . 497

Jenkins, John. Mentioned 634,635

Jenkins, Micah. Mentioned 496

Jenks, Melville. Mentioned 569

Jenney, William L. B. Mentioned 128

Jepson, Theodore.
Correspondence with Willis S. Bledsoe 98

Mentioned 97,08,101

Jessup, William. Reports of atlair near Kelly's Plantation, Sulphur Springs

Road, Ala., April 11,1864 660,661

J. H. Laoey, Steamer. Mentioned 317,320

Jobling, Fryar. Mentioned 4:{tj

John Raines, Steamer. Mentioned :jys

JohnRo-we, Steamer. Mentioned 623
Johnson, Andrew. Mentioned 55
Johnson, Andre-wr W. Mentioned 159
Johnson, Bushrod R. Mentioned 81, 161,496
Johnson, David. Mentioned 640,641

Johnson, Richard W.
Itineraries of 1st Division, 14th Army Corps, Jan.-April, 1864 29-31
Mentioned 9-11,14,15,29-31,419,421,424,427,453-457,459,461,467

Report of demonstration ou Dalton,Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 451

Johnson, Samuel P. Mentioned 162
Johnson, Thomas. Report of operations .in Eastern Kentucky, March 28-

April 16,1864 649
Johnson, William A.

Mentioned 7,35,36, 119-121, 027, 685
Report of skirmish near Moulton, Ala., March 21, 1H64 626

Johnston, .

Correspondence with Officer Commanding ai Vienna, Ala 678
Mentioned 677,678

Johnston, Henry S. Mentioned 383,386
Johnston, Joseph B. ^

Correspondence with William Y. C. Humes 692
Mentioned 7-10,14,15,18,20,47,56,120,173,453,664,692
Reports of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 476

Jolly, John H. Mentioned .120

Jonas, John. Mentioned 44I

Jcues, Charles C. Mentioned , ., , ITl
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Page.
Joues, Dudley W.

Mentioned 329,333,383,653

Report of operations against Unionists in Marioo County, Ala., April 19,

1864 671

Jones, ITe'V7ton. Mentioned 405 I

Jones, Reuben. Mentioned ,. 1 540

Jones, Samuel.
Mentioned .58,657

Relieved from command of Trans-Alleghany or Western Department of Vir-

ginia 4

Jones, Theodore. Mentioned 128

Jones, William. Mentioned 171

Jones, V^illiam E.

Mentioned 57,59-61,64,68,413-41.''>

Reports of

Gibson's and Wyermau's Mills, Va. Skirmishes at, on Indian Creek,

andat Powell's Bridge, Tenn., Feb. 22, 1864 412

Jonesville, Va. Action at, Jan. 3, 1864 59

Jones County, Miss. Operations in, March 14, 1864. Report of Leonidas Polk. 499

Jonesville, Va.
Action at, Jan. 3, 1864.

Communication from War Department, C.S 60

Reports of

Claiborne, James R 62

Cook, Alphonso F 60

Jones, William E .59

Lemert, Wilson C 58

Longstreet, James 59

Pridemore, Auburn L 64

Thompson, John B 61

Willoox, Orlando B 57

Skirmishes near, Jan. 28-29, 1864. Reports of S. Palace Love 153-155

Jordan, Thomas J.

Mentioned 86, 87

Report of operations about Dandridge, Tenn., including skirmishes (16th)

at Kimbrough's Cross-Roads and at Bend of Chucky Road, and

action (17th) near Dandridge, Jan. 16-17, 1864 87

Joyner, J. T. Mentioned 385

J. P. Jackson, U. S. S. Mentioned ."...? 402

Judah, Henry M.
Correspondence with Jacob D. Cox -. 151

Itineraries of 2d Division, 23d Army Corps, Jan.-April, 1864 49,51-53

Mentioned 49,01-53

Juliet, Steamer. Mentioned 183

Kammerling, Gustave.

Itinerary of 2d Brigade, 3d Divison, 14th Arnty Corps, Jan, , 1864 30

Mentioned \ 30,420

Kansas Troops. Mentioned.

Cavalrj—Regiments : 7th, 262.

Inlsmtry—Regiments : 1st, 77, 78, 674 ; 8th, 11, 23.

Karge, Joseph.

Mentioned 113,171,262-264,272,693,696,699,701,702

Reports of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864, including

operations sioce Jan, 22, 1864 280,282
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Page.

Keislar, Thomas R. Mentioued 158

Keller, John P. Mentioned C:J5

Kelley's Ford, Tenn. Skirmish at. See Fain's Island, etc. Skirmishes at, Jan.

28, 1864.

Kelley's Ford and McNutt's Bridge, Tenn. Skirmishes at, Jan. 27, 1864.

&eei Dandridge, Tenn. pperaHons aJout, Jian. 26-28, 1864- Beporia

of

tarapbell, Archibald P. Lilly, Eli. Sturgis, Samael D.

La Grange, Oscar H. KcsCook, Edward M.

Kellogg, Sanford C. For correspondonce as A. D. C, see George H. Thomas.

Kelly, John H. Mentioned 438,658,688

Kelly's Plantation, Sulphur Springs Road, Ala. Affair near, April 11, 1864.

Beports of William Jessup 660, 6(>l

Kelsey, James R Mentioned ()50

Kelton, John C. Mentioned 131

Kemper, Hermann. Mentioned 278, 279

Kennedy, George R. Mentioned 273,276

Kennedy, John. Mentioned 566-568

Kennedy, Leslie. Mentioned 102

Kenner, P. M. Mentioned 332

Kennett, L. M., Steamer. Mentioned 553, .')74

Kenton, Steamer. Mentioned 201

Kentucky.
Forrest's Expedition into. See West Tennessee and Kenluckji. Forrest's

Expedition into, March K-Ajjrll 14, 1864.

Operations in. See Summary, pp. 1-6.

Kentucky, Eastern, bee Eastern Kentucky.

Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Cavaliy—Battalions : 3d Rifles, 649. Regiments: 12th, 350, 352, 353,355;

14th [?], 392.

Infantry— fle^r/me/ife: 3d, 7th, 8th, 333, 549 ; 11th, • 58,64.

Kentucky Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Cavaliy—Regiments : 3d, 16, 40, 421, 470, 644 ; 3d, 11, 255, 680, 689, 690 ; 4th,

11; 5th, 172,194,255,285,295,:«)4-31l; 6th, 11; 7th, 90, 143,145; 12th,

91 ; 13th, 624 ; 16th, 548.

Infantry—/?ej//77ente.- 4th, 11; 8th, 16,419,422; 10th, 421 ; 13th, 151, 152,

160; 14th, 51,394,395, 646-650; 15th 30; 18th, 21at, 11; 23d, 11,23;

28th, 9, 11, 15, 16, 36, 37, 109, 2.55, 421 ; 34th, 411 ; 39th, 67, 394, 395, 648,

650 ; 40th, 645 ; 45th, 646, 650, 687. .^ .,

Kenyou, Nathaniel C. Mentioned 325

Kern, Louis. Mentioned 169

Kerr, Luclen H. Mentioned 171,249,251

Kersey, Silas H. Mentioned 430

Kessler, John G. Mentioned 405

Ketner, James. Report of scout to Baldwin's Ferry, Big Black River, Miss.,

Jan. 14, 1864
."

77

Keyes, F. W. Mentioned 374
KUbom, Lawson S. Mentioned ^ 303,309
Kilgour, "William M.

Mentioned 419,422,432,434
Report of demonstration on Daltou, Ga., Fell. 22-27, 1864 437

Killed and 'Wounded. See Confederate 'Troo})S and Union Troops. Returns of
Casualties.

"Also called 10th Keutucky Mounted Rifles: alteiward 13th Kentucky Cavalry.
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Page.

Kilpatrick, Judson.
Itinerary of 3(1 Cavalry Division, Army of the Oumbeiland, April, 1864.. - 40

Mentioned 19,20,32,40,690,691

Reports of

Taylor's Eiilge, near Ringgold, Ga. Attact on Union pickets pn, April

27, 1864 '. 687

Tunnel Hill, 6a. Reconnaissance from Ringgold toward, April 29,

1864 688

Kimball, Robert. Mentioned , 639,640,642

Kimble, Thomas V. Mentioned 420

Kimble, William. Mentioned 153

Kimbrough's Cross-Roads, Tenn. Skirmish at, Jan. 16, 1864. See Dandridge,

Tenn. Operations about, etc., Jan. 16-17, 1864.

Kimmel, David H. Mentioned 111,114,149

King, Houston. Mentioned 333,373

King, John P. Mentioned 168

King, John H. Mentioned 14,30,419,451,452,455,460

King, Iiucian. Mentioned , 552

King, 'William. Mentioned 67

Kingery, William H. Mentioned 308

Kingston, Steamer. Mentioned 21

Kinney, Thomas J. Mentioned 169

Kirby, Isaac M. Mentioned 423

Kirkbtide, Andre-w B.

Mentioned 172,303-305,310

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 306

Kise, William C. Mentioned 42,127

Klein, Robert.

Mentioned 409,410

Reports of

Little Tennessee River, Tenn. Expedition from Mary ville up the, Jan.

11-12, 1864 70

Sevierville Road. Skirmish ou, near Knoxville, Tenn., Feb. 20, 1864.. 410

Kneeland, Gilbert H. Mentioned 405

Knefler, Frederick. Mentioned 656

ICniffin
, GilbertC. Mentioned 428,472

Knipe, Joseph F. Mentioned 100

Knispel, Charles P. Mentioned %!.••;,
^^^

Knozville, Tenn.

Capture of Union pickets near. See Love's Bill, near Knoxville, Tenn.

Expedition from. See Flat Creek, Tenn. Expedition from Knoxville 1o, Feb.

1, 1864.

Scout near, Feb. 13, 1864. Reports of

Sherwood, Isaac R 392

. Smith, Gastavus F - 392

Skirmishes near.

Jan. 26, 1864* -> 2

Jan. 27, 1864. Reports of

Chapiu, Marshal W 150

Estes, Benjamin P - If*!

Wheeler, William W 152

Feb. 20, 1864. See Sevierville Road, near Knoxville, Tenn. Skirmish on,

Feb . 20, 1864.

" No circamatantial reports ou fil«.
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Page.

Kossak, 'William. Mentioned • " ^— -'"^ 209

Kraft, Beruhard. Mentioned 70

Krumer, Adam S. Mentioned 4^**

Krzyzanowski, 'Wladimir. Mentioned 25

Kuhn, John H. '

Mentioned 671,685

Reports of

Decatur, Ala. Skirmishes near, April 13, 1864 669

Flint River, Ala. Affair at, April 17, 1864 670

Lacey, Francis H. Mentioned 116

Ziacey, J. H., Steamer. Mentioned 317,320

I>a Fayette, Oa.
Reconnaissance from Rossville to, April 11-13, 1864. Report of Carter Van

Vleck
." 661

Scont from Ringgold to, April 24-25, 1864. Report of Charles C. Smith.. . 685

La Grange, Oscar H.
Mentioned 18,

33-35, 66, 67, 71, 81, 82, 84-86, 89, 90, 111, 114, 115, 132-143, 145, 146, 149

Reports of

Dandridge, Tenn.

Operations abont, iuclading skirmishes (16th) at Kimbrongh's

Cross-Roads and on Bend of Chucky Road, and action (17tb) near

Dandridge, Jan. 16-17, 1864 89,90

Operations about, Jan. 26-28, 1864 143,145

Lawrence's Mill, Tenn. Skirmish at, Jan. 5,1864 66

Mossy Creek, Tenn. Skirmishes near.

Jan. 10, 1864 67

Jan. 12, 1864 71

Newport, Tenn. Skirmish near, Jan. 23, 1864 115

Waterhouse's Mill and Boiling Springs, Tenn. Skirmishes at, April 19-

20,1864 673

La Orange, Vrallace 'W. Mentioned 85,91

La Grange, Tenn.

Scout from, Jan. 23, 1864. See Eipley, Miss. Scout from La Grange, Tenn.,

to Jan. 23, 1864.

Skirmishes at.

Jan. 2, 1864* 1

Jan. 25, 1864* r...-9 2
Skirmish near, Feb. 2, 1864. Report of John McGuirk 103

Lake, Peter. Mentioned 566

Lamberg, Carl A. Reports of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and
Kentucky, March 16-April 14, 1864 .566.567

Lamon, James. Mentioned 13

Langen, Edward.
Mentioned ; 277,279,280

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-Ma«^h 6, 1864, including

operations since Jan. 22, 1804 277

Langley's Plantation, Issaquena County, Miss. Skirmish at, March 22,

1864. Report of William S. Aken 627

Langstone, Le^wis., Mentioned 441

Lannom, W. D. Mentioned 607

Larkin, Victor C. Mentioned 575

" No circunjatantial reports od tile.
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Page.
Larkin's Landing, Ala. Expedition from. See Gourd Neck and Guntmville,

Ala. Expedition from Larkin's Landituj to, March 2-;^, 1864.
Larkinsville, Ala. Affair near, Feb. 14, 1864.

Communicatiou from Johu C.Browu 394
Report of Morgan L. Smith ,. 393

Latham, Ephraim. Mentioned < 393
Lauderdale Springs, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 16, 1864 * 165
Laurel Creek, 'Wayne County, "W. Va. Skirmish at, Feb, 15, 1864.

Congratulatory Orders. Burbridge 395
Report of George W. Gallup 394

La-wler, John T. Mentioned 557
Laurence, William Hudson.

Correspondence with Abraham Bnford 553
Mentioned i^O:?, 508, 511, 514, 574

Reports of

Clinton, Ky. Guerrilla raid on, March 10, 1864 493

Clinton and Moscow, Ky. Scout from Columbus to, March 30, 1864 652

Columbus, Ky. Attack on Union pickets at, March 6, 1864 492
Fancy Farms, Ky. Affair at, March 22, 1864 628

West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into, March 16-

Aprill4, 1864 552-554

Lawrence's Mill, Tenn. Skirmish at, Jan. 5, 1864. Report of Oscar H. La
Grange 66

La'Wton, Alexander R. For correspondence, etc., see Quartermaater-GencraVa

Office, C. S. A.

La'wver, Isar C. For correspondence as Adjutant, see Smith D. Atkins.

Lay, James W. Mentioned 308

Lajrman, David M. Mentioned 463

Leach, James G. Mentioned 157

Iieaming, Mack J.

Mentioned 595

Report of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Kentucky, March
16-Aprill4, 1864 559

Leavell, John. Mentioned 65

Lee, Robert £. Mentioned 19,47

Lee, Shadrach. Mentioned 126

Lee, Stephen D.

Correspondence with

Buck, r..."! 359

Forrest, Nathan B 617,618

Maxwell, W.L 360

Polk, Leonidas 340,341

Washbnru, Cadwallader C .')87, 599, 603,

Mentioned 174,175,188,199,209,210,227,

228, 256, 2!S9, 261, 333, 334, 336-338, 341-343, 346, 349, 3.52, 35f>, 369-372, 374,

376, 379-382, 390, 555, 586, 588, 590, .592, .595, 600, 601, 612, 613, 620, 625, 687

Reports of \
Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864. 357-365

West Tennessee and Kentncky. Forrest's Expedition into, March 16-

Aprill4, 1864 606

Lee's House, on Corrrersville Pike, Tenn. Affair at, Jan. 28, 1864. Report

of George W. Overmyer 153

* No circumstantial reports on file.
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page.

Leet's Tan-yard, Ga. Skirmish at, Marcli fi, \HM.

Itinerary of Joseph Wheeler. (Cavalry CorpH, Army of Tennessee) 490

Reports of

Baird, Absalom 488,489

Harrison, Thomas J 489

Le Pever, Benjamin P. Mentioned t 419,4'i2

Iieforgee, N. P. Mentioned 650

Leggett, Mortimer D.

Correspondence with James B. McPherson ~2ti

Itinerary of 3d Division, 17th Army Corps. Meridian, Miss., Kxpedition,

etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 2i(\

Mentioned 170, 172, 192, 209-215, 218, 219, 221, 226, 232, 239, 55.')

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 225

Leigh, Ben. Mentioned .^52

Lemert, Wilson C.

Mentioned 57

Report of action at Jonesville, Va., Jan. 3, 1864 58

Leonard, . Mentioned 673

Lesslie, Joseph P. Mentioned 91,137,140,144,145

Lester, Daniel. Mentioned 519

Leinris, . Mentioned 404

Le^ris, James. Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12, 1864 537

Le'wis, Joseph H. Mentioned 478

Levris, R. A. Mentioned 404

Lexington, Tenn. Scout to, Jan. 11, 1864. Report of Isaac K. Hawkins 69

L'Hommedieu, Samuel. Mentioned 420

Liberty No. 2, Steamer. Mentioned 505, .573, 574

Lick, James. Mentioned 206

Licking River, Ky. See Salf Mountain, K\j.

Light, Miles B. Mentioned 683

Lilly, EU.
Mentioned 81,84,141

Report of operations about Dandridge, Tenn., Jan. 26-28, 1''64 140

Lincoln, Abraham. Mentioned 7,618.638,643

Lincoln, William. Mentioned ,540

Lippett, Henry. Mentioned 569, .570

Litterell, Ewing. Mentioned 412

Litterell, William. Mentioned ..» 412

Little Tennessee River, Tenn. Expedition from Maryville up the, J.nn. 11-

12,1864. Report of Robert Klein 70

Liverpool, Miss. Skirmish at, March 3, 1864* 165

Liverpool Heights, Tazoo River, Miss.

Action at, Feb. 3, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feh. ^-March

6, 1864. Reports of

Coates, James H. Polk, Leonidas. Sherman, William T.

Lee, Stephen D. Koss, Lawrence S.

Skirmish opposite, Feb. 4, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb.

'.i-March 6, 1864. Reports of Coates, pp. 317, 321 ; lioss, p. 389.

Livingston, Miss. Skirmish at, March 27, 1664* „ 5

L. M. Kennett, Steamer. Mentioned 553,574

Locher, Michael H. Mentioned 420

Locke, S., Miss. Mentioned 103,104

" No f'irpiimstaulial rpports ou file.
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Logan, John A.
Mentioned 14,120,128,181,487,676,677
Report of expedition from Scottsborough, AIii., toward Rome, Ga., .Tan. 25-

Feb. 5, 1864 127
Iiogan, Nicholas D. Mentioned Sg-j

Logwood, Thomas H. Mentioned i ".... 384, 3a5
Iiong, . Mentioned g52
Long, EU.

Correspondence witli George H. Thomas . , 469
Itineraries of 2d Brigade, M Cavalry Divjsion, Army of the Cnmberland,

Jan., Feb., 1864 36,38
Mentioned .... 9-11

, 14, 15, 35, 36, 38-40, 421 , 42H-428, 430-433 439, 442, 4,50, 474, 475
Reports of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 469-473

Longstreet, James.
Mentioned g

14, 15, 18, 22, 33, 41, 43, 45-47, 69, 78, 83, 94, 130, 131, 134, 138, 496, 656, 657
Reports of

Big Springs, near Tazewell, Tenn. Skirmish at, Jan. 19, 1864 97
Dandridge, Tenn.

Operations about, inclnding skirmishes (16th) at Kimbrough's
Cross-Roads and on Bend of Chucky Road, and action (17th)
near Dandridge, Jan. 16-17,1864 93

Operations about, Jan. 26-2a, 1864 149,150
Jonesville, "Va. Action at, Jan. 3, 1864 .59

Wilsonville, Tenn. Capture of forage wagons near, Jan. 22, 1864 112
Resumes command of the Department of East Tennessee 4

Lookout, Steamer. Mentioned 21

Lookout Valley, Tenn.
Kficonnaissance from. See McLentore's Cove, Ga. Beconnaissancefrom LooJc-

Ottt ralley, Tenn., to, March ^0-April 1, 1864.

.Seontfrom. See Deer Head Cove, Gn. Scout from Lookout Valley to, March
29-31,1864.

Loring, William W. Mentioned 19,

20, 174, 175, 210, 332, 334, 335, 3.57, 359. 360, 360, 378, 380, 555

Losses in Action. .See Confederate Troops and Union Troops. Kelnrna of Cas-

ualties.

Lott, William B. Mentioned 239-241

Louisiana Troops. Mentioned.

Aitillery, Light

—

Battalions : Pointe Coupee (Batteries), A, 333.

Cavalry

—

Battalions : 9th, 333. Companies : Orleans Light Horse, 3.32
;

Webb's, 333.

Infantry—Regiments : 12th, 333.

Louisville, U.S. S. Mentioned 318,!'>05

Louisville, Tenn. Affair at, March 27, 1864. Report of Robert 0. Selfridge . 628

Loure, Captain. Mentioned 494

Louthain, George W. Mentioned 206

Love, S. Palace. \
Mentioned 95

Reports of skirmishes near Jonesville, Va., Jan. 28-29, 1864 1.53-1.55

Love's Hill, near Knozville, Tenn. Capture of Union pickets at, Jan. 24,

1864. Report of William Cross 126

Low, Sam. Mentioned 149

liowe, Samuel A. Mentioned 168

Lowe, William. Mentioned - 657
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Page.

Iiovreree, John. Mentioned 659,660

Iiowrey, Mark P.

Correspoudence with James H. Dunklin 481

Mentioned 481

Eeport of demonstration ou Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 481

Iiowry, Robert. Mentioned '. 332

Lubbers, John.

Mentioned 676,677
Eeport of affair at Harrison's Gap, Ala., April 21, 1864 677

Iiucas, J. M. Mentioned 385

Iiucas, Samuel T. Mentioned 306-308,314

Lusk, 'William H. Mentioned 674,675

Ijyuch, John. Mentioned 295

Isynch, 'William F. Mentioned 169

Iiyon, . Mentioned 102

Mabry, Hinchie P. Mentioned S.'O, 383, 387, :J88, 674

McAfee, A. L. Mentioned 650
McArthur, John.

Correspondence with

Brewster, Joseph W 320
Coates, James H 330

Itinerary of expedition from Vicksbiirg up the Yazoo Eiver, Miss., April
19-23,1864 673

Mentioned 157-159,214,322,32.3,396

MoBath, W^illiam R. Eeport of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-

March 6, 1864 311
McBee, J. T. Mentioned 375,377,378
McCallum, Daniel C. Mentioned 130

McClure, Alexander 'W. Mentioned 261
McClure, JohnD. Mentioned 168
McCIure, Thomas 'W. Mentioned 538,569,570
McConnell, Henry K.

Mentioned 8 162 163
Eeport of expedition from Gallatin to Camberland Mountains, Tenn., Jan.

28-Feb. 8. 1864 155
McCook, Anson O. Mentioned 419 454
McCook, Daniel.

Mentioned 15,420,455-^159
Eeport of demonstration on Dalton, Git, rtb. 22-27, 1864 460

McCook, Edward M.
Congratulations of John G. Foster. Operations about Dandridge, Tenn.,

Jan. 20-28. 1864 142
Correspondence with Samael D. Sturgis 111,142
Itineraries of 1st Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland, Jan.-April,

1864 33, .36, 38, 39
Mentioned 15,17,19,20,

33, 34, 36, 38, 39, 42, 80, 81, 83-86, 92, 110, 111^14, 131, 132, 134-138, 147, 406
Eeports of

Dandridge, Tenn.

Operations about, including skirmishes (16th) at Kimbrough's
Cross-Koads and ou Bend of Chucky Eoad, and action (17th)

near Dandridge, Jan. 16-17,1864 84
Operations about, Jan. 26-28,1864 139.141

Maryville, Tenn. Skirmish near, Feb. 18, 1864 406
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J''age.

McCook, Edward M.—Continued.

Reports of

Mink Springs, Tenu. Skirmish at, near Cleveland, April 13, 1864. . . 668, 669

Waterliouse's Mill and Boiling Springs, Teun. Skirmishes at, April

19-20,1864 672

Wllsonville, Tenn. Capture of forage wagons near, Jan. 28, 1864 110

McCown, James. Mentioned 333

McCoy, James C. Mentioned 179

McCracken, 'William.

Mentioned 123

Report of operations in North Alabama, Jan. 23-29, 1864 124

McCrilliB, La Fayette.

Mentioned 172,194,254,

257, 259, 261, 266-269, 282-284, 289, 291, 292, 295, 302. 306, 307, 309, 310, 315

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6,1864 302

McCulloch, Robert. Mentioned 198,258,

294, 334, 341, 342, 347, 349, 350, 352, 353. 355, 362, 521, 535, 536,

562,565,582,583, 585,592,596, 609,610,613, 615,616,620-623

McCurdy, . Mentioned 129

McDonald, Charles. Mentioned 584

McDonald, James H. Mentioned 459,460

McDowell, John A. Mentioned 399,400

McElroy, Thomas. Mentioned 324,673,674

McFarland, J. B. Mentioned 368

McFarlane, James H. Mentioned 438

McGee, William. Mentioned 612,613

McGroarty, Stephen J. Report of scout from Whiteside's, Tenn., to Stevens'

and Frick's Gaps, Ga., Feb. 25-26, 1864 484

McGuirk, John.

Mentioned 334,620,623

Report of skirmish near La Grange, Tenu., Feb. 2, 1864 163

McKaig, Hugh. Mentioned '. 652

Mackall, 'WiUiam 'W. Mentioned 334

McKee, George C.

Correspondence with Lawrence S. Ross 327,328

Mentioned 172,316,320,321,323-326

McKeel, Gamer. Mentioned 684

McKnight, Sergeant. Mentioned 551

McLagan, W. R. Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenn , April 12, 1864 557

McLain, Robert. Mentioned 643

McLamore, Richard. Mentioned 250

McLawB, Iiafayette. Mentioned 68,496

McLemore's Cove, Ga. Reconnaissance from Lookout Valley, Tenu., to,

March 30-April 1, 1864. Report of Adolphus Buschbeck 654

McLendon, J. M. Mentioned 334

McMillen, "William L. \
Correspondence with William Sooy Smith 197

Itineraries of 1st Brigade, 1st Division, 16th Army Corps.

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 198

Ripley, Miss. Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to, April 30-May 9,

1864, and skirmish (May 2) at Bolivar, Tenn 703

Mentioned 168,172,196,252,290,298,455,696-699

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 196-198
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Page.

McNaughtou, Harlow P. Mentioned I'l

McNutt, George. Mentioned - C39, U42

McNutt's Bridge, Tenn. Skirmish at. See Kelley's Ford and McNiiU's Bridge,

Tciin. Skirmishes at, Jan. 27, 1864.

McPherson, James B.

Assignment to command -.- 4

Assumes command of the Army of the Tennessee - •'

Correspondence with

Brayman, Mason Tiiri

Dodge, Grenville M 574

Leggett, Mortimer D 228

Prince, Henry 51 fi

Sherman, William T 180, 183, 326, 401,.V:r,

Itinerary of 17th Army Corps. Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-

Marche, 1864 213

Mentioned 19, 20, 170, 172, 174-178, 182, 184, 186-190, 192, 195, 214,

219, 221, 222, 228, 235, 236, 246, 248, 341, 343, 365, 514, 516-518, 572, 574, ^u^

Reports of

Decatur, Ala. Skirmish at, April 30, 1864 692

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-Mdrch 6, 1864 208,209

McSorley, Michael. Mentioned 702

Madison, Steamer. Mentioned 69

Madisonville, Miss. Affair at, Feb. 27, 1864. See Mei-idiaii, Miss., Expedition,

etc., Feb. %-March 6, 1864. Repwt of Moore, p. 244.

Magee, David W. Mentioned 420,461

Magruder, J. M. Mentioned 374

Maine Troops. Mentioned.

InfautTy^Hegiments : lOth, 12.

Malady, Joseph. Mentioned ' 491

Mallory, "William L. Mentioned 198

Malone, Prank. Mentioned 702

Maltby, Jasper A.
Itinerary of 3d Brigade, 3d Division, 17th Army Corps, .Jan. 10-16,1864.

Expedition from Vicksburg, Miss., to Sunnyside Landing, Ark.,

Jan. 10-16, 1864 69

Mentioned 170,192,212,220,226,227,235,236

Manchester, Tenn. Skirmish at, March 17, 1864' 4

Manson, Mahlon D. Mentioned 10,5-107
«* It

Maps and Sketches. See Shetclies.

Marco [?], Lieutenant-Colonel. Mentioned ,')49

Maria Denning, Steamer. Mentioned .ISS

Marion County, Ala. Operationsagainst Unionistsin, April 19, 1864. Report

of Dudley W. Jones 671

Marion Station, Miss. Skirmishes at, Feb. 15-17,1864. See Meridian, Miss.,

Expedition, etc., Feb. 'i-March 6, 1864, Report of Montgomery, p.

205 ; itinerary of fid Brig., 4th Div., 16<ft Army Corps, p. 207.

Marl, George E. Mentioned V 682-<585

Mars, Steamer. Mentioned 201, .325

Marshall, . Mentioned 659

Marshall, James.
Correspondence mth Nathan B. Forrest 597

Mentioned 520,559,597,616

Marshall, Ky. Skirmish at, Jan. 12, 1864* 1

Xo circuiDHtautiHl reports on tile.
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Page.

Martin, James M. Muntioned 544
Martin, 'Wjlliam T. Mentioned 15,

18, 20, 34, 44, 84, 93, 112, 134, 136, 139, 142, 149, 161, 410
Martin, W. K. Mentioned m
Mai-yland Troops. Mentioned.

Infantry—«e^/men/s • 2d, 48, 106 ; 3d, 11, 27, 99-101.

Maryville, Tenn.
Expeditions from.

Jan. 11,1864. See Little Tennessee Mirer, Tenn. lixpedllioii from Mary-
ville V}) the, Jan. 11-12, 1864.

•Jan. 31, 1864. See Quallatown, N. C. Expedition from Mari/rille, 'Teiin.,

to, Jan.3l-Feh. 7,1864.

Reconnaissance from, Feb. 1, 1864. See Seitiervllle, Tenn. Reconnaissance

from Maryville to^vard, Feb. 1-2, 1864.

Scout near, Feb. 8, 1864. Report of Joseph B. Presdee 391

Skirmish near, Feb. 18, 1864. Reports of

Granger, Gordon 406

McCook, Edward M 406

Mason, William. Correspondence with Telegraph Operator at Paducah, Ky. 505

Massachusetts Troops. Mentioned.

Infantry—ffeff/menfe ; 2d, 11,27,101; 21st, 29th, 48; 36th, 105.

Matson, Courtland C. Mentioned 57, 58, 95

Matthies, Charles L. Mentioned 8,9,14,419,469

Mattie Cook, Steamer. Mentioned 320

Maury, Dabney H.
Mentioned 334, 335

Reports of operations about Mobile, Ala., Feb. 16-March 27, 1864 401-403

Maury, Henry. Mentioned 403,499

Maz^7ell, W. L.

Correspondence with Stephen D. Lee 360

Mentioned 360, 375,380

May, A. J. Mentioned 646

May, Buck. Mentioned 487,665

MayfieId,Ky.
Gnerrilla raid on, March 10, 1864. Report of Stephen G. Hicks 493

Raid on, Feb. 22, 1864. Report ot Stephen G. Hicks 417

Mays, William J. Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow. Tenn., April 12,1864 525

Mead, L. G. Mentioned ^--•^ 654, 665

Mechanicsburg, Miss. Skirmishes at and near. See Yazoo River, Miss. Ex-

pedition up the, April 19-23, 1B64, with skirmishes at and near

Mechanicsburg, and capture of U. S. gunboat Petrel.

Meeks, Prank. Mentioned 537

Mehe'way, . Mentioned - 164

Mehringer, John. Mentioned 411

Mellon, T. A. Mentioned 332

Melton, . Mentioned -^. 162

Memphis, Tenn.
Expeditions from.

Feb. 6, 1864. See TVyatt, Miss. Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to, Feb.

6-18,1864.
^

April 30, 1864. See Ripley, Miss. Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to,

April ^0-May 9, 1864, and sHrmish (May 2) at Bolivar, Tenn,

Scout from, Jan. 3, 1864. See Hernando, Miss. Sooutfrom Memphis, Tenn.,

toward, Jan. 3, 1864.
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Paee.

Mentzel, Herman. Mentioned W6
Menzies, Samuel G.

Mentioned 428

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27,1864 429

Meridian, Miss.

Occupation of, by Union forces, Feb. 14-20, 1864. See Meridian, Alias., Ex-

pedition, etc., Feb. 3-Marcli 6, 1864. Reports of

HcPlicrsoD, James B. Polk, Loonidas. Shenuan, William T.

Skirmishes near.

Feb. lS-14, 1864. See Chunky Creek and Meridian, Miss. Skirmishes be-

tween, Feb. 13-14, 1864.

Feb. 19,1864* 165

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, and cO-operating expeditions from Mem-
phis, Term., and up the Yazoo River, Feb. 3-March 6, 1864.

Casaalties. Ileturns of.

Confederate Troops 3.55,369

Union Troops 191-194,200,204

Communications from

Buck, 359

Coates, James H 327,329

Davis, Jefferson 344

Elliott, William 342

Jackson, William H 343

Lee, Stephen D „ 340,341

McKee, George C 328,329

McPliersoji, James B 228.326

Maxwell, W. L 360
Perrin, E. O 338,340
Richardson, Robert V 329

Ross, Lawrence S 326-328

Sherman, William T 179-181,183,184,186

Smith, Andrew J 265
Smith, William Sooy 197,267
War Department, C. S 344

Congratulatory Orders.

Forrest, Nathan B 356
Polk, Leonidas 345,356
Sherman, William T 187

Itineraries.

Grierson, Benjamin H. (Cavalry Division, 16th Army Corps) 261
Hess, Joseph C. (19th Pennsylvania Cavalry) 286
Howe, James H. (2d Brigade, 4th Division, 16th Army Corps) 207
Hurlbut, Stephen A. (16th Army Corps) 195
Leggett, Mortimer D. (3d Division, 17th Army Corps) 226
McMillen, William L. (1st Brigade, 1st Division, 16th Army Corps) 198
McPherson, James B. (17tU Army Corps) 213
Moore, David (1st Brigade, 3d Division, 16th Army Corps) 200
Shaw, William T. (2d Brigade, 3d Division, 16th Army Corps) 200
Shepard, Isaac F. (1st Brigade, 1st Division, 17th Army Corps) 332
TnttJe, James M. (1st Division, 16th Army Corps) 196

Movements and disposition of troops in. Communications from William
T.Sherman 182,187-190

Railroads. Destruction of 204,212,213,221,230.344,345

* No circumatSDtial reports on file.
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Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864—Continued.
Eeports of

Adams, Wirt 371
Almon, Harry ^31
Belknap, William W 224
Bradley, Daniel 230
Browne, Tliomas M '. 274
Burgli, Henry B 297
Carr, Henry M 3O8
ChambKrs, Alexander

_^ 223
Cheek, Christopher T 309
Coates, James H 315,317-320
Coon, Datns E 298
Crocker, Marcellas M 237
Crosley, George W 243
Curtis, IsaacW 301
Duer, John O 233
Ferguson, Samnel W 373 379
Force, Manning F 227 228
Forrest, Nathan B 340-351

Gillespie, William C. B 239
Gresham, Walter Q 247
GriersoD, Benjamin H 260
Hall, Cyrus 245

Hall, William 224

Harvey, Addison 3tjl

Heinrichs, Gustav 278

Hepburn, William P 290

Hess, Joseph C 285,287

Hickenlooper, Andrew 214

Holahan, Amos J 287

Howe, John H 234

Hurlbut, Stephen A 194

Jackson, William H 369

Karg6, Joseph 280,282

Kirkbride, Andrew B 306

Langen, Edward 277

Lee, StephenD 357-365

Leggett, Mortimer D .---« 225

McBath, William R 311

McCrillis, La Fayette 302

McMillen, William L 196-198

McPherson, James B 208,209

Minnis, JohnB 313

Montgomery, Milton 204

Moore, Franklin , 270,271

Moore, Jonathan B ,- 243,245

Polk, Leonidas -? 334-338,340-343

Potter, John 241

Eichardson, Robert V 382

Rose, Lucius M 221

Ross, Lawrence's 385-387

Rusk, Jeremiah M 205
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Vnge.

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864—Contimied.
Reports of

Sanders, Addison H 225

Shanks, John P. C 272

Shemian, William T 173

Smith, William Sooy ,...-•. 2.51,254

Starke, Peter B 374

Starr, Mathew H 293

Thomburgh, Jacob M 314

TraftoD, George W 295

Veatch, James C 201

Waring, George E.jjr 262,265

AVinslow, Edward F 248

Sketch of Yazoo Expedition 331

Union troops. Organization, strength, etc., Feb. 3, 1864 168-172

Meriwether, W. D. Mentioned 404

Merriam, Jonathan. Mentioned 169

Merriam, Thomas. Mentioned 659, 660

Merrills, Harrison. Mentioned 440

Merritt, Adoniram J. Mentioned 214,215,218,219,223

Meyers, Ernest J. Mentioned 170

Michigau Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Ugbt—Regiments : 1st {Batteries), A, 30, 31, 420, 4.52, 4,")7 ; E, 11

;

H, 170,192; I, K, 26.

Cavalry— /?eflf//ne/7fs; 2d, 87-89, 139,141-143, 146, 149; 3d, 262; 4th, 35-39,

109, 407, 408, 419, 421-423, 427, 432, 470, 473-475 ; 10th, 42.

Engineers

—

Regiments: 1st, 12,14,500.

Xwi&nUy—Regiments: 2d, 8th, 48; 10th, 16, 420,4.57-460, 478; 11th, 645;

13th, 11,40; 14th, 11; 15th, 129,486-488; 19th, 25; 20th, 105; 21st,

22d, 40 ; 23d, 151, 152, 160 ; 27th, 106.

Middle Tennessee. Hughs' operations in, Jan. 1-April 18, 1864. Eei)ort of

John M. Hughs 55
MiddletOD, Tenn. Skirmish at, Jan. 14, 1864* 1

Mifflin, Tenn. Skirmish at, Feb. 18,1864* 3

Mihalotzy, Geza.

Mentioned 104,420,453

Report of scout from Chattanooga to Harrison and Ooltewah, Tenn., Jan.

21,1864 102

Milburn, Robert. Mentioned r...-* 438

Military Division of the Mississippi. See Mississippi, Miliiary Division of
the.

Miller, . Mentioned 110

Miller, Abram O.

Itinerary of 2d Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland, Jan., 1864 35
Mentioned 7, 35, 37, 39, 40, 117-119, 12;j

Report of operations iu North Alabama, Jan. 23-29,1864 121

Miller, Benjamin P. Mentioned -^ 454

Miller, Henry. Mentioned 682

Miller. Martin J. Mentioned 143,146

Mills, James. Mentioned 153

Mills, James K. Jtlentioned 70,169

Mills, John A. Mentioned 430

Mills, Samuel. Mentioned 147,566

* ^o circuiQstantial reports on file.
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Page.
Milsoaps, Captain. Mentioned 484
Mims, David A. Mentioned 646,648
Mindil, George .W. Mentioned 26,32
Miner, G-eorge G. Mentioned 92,93,138
Mink Springs, near Cleveland, Tenn. Skirmish at, April 13, 1864. Eeports

of

Comstock, James M 669
McCook, Edward M 668,669

Minnehaha, Steamer. Mentioned 320
Minnesota Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light—ffatter/es ; 2d, 420,455,457.

InfAntry—Regiments : 2d, 11; 5th, 168.

Minnis, John B.

Mentioned 172,258,-304,305

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 313

Minty, Robert H. G.

Itineraries of 1st Brigade, 2d Cavalry Division, Army of the Cumberland,
Jan., Feb., 1864 35,37

Mentioned 35,37,39,40

Report of scout to Dedmon's Trace, Ga., April 10, 1864 658

Missionary, Steamer. Mentioned 21

Mississippi. Operations in. See Summary, pp. 1-6.

Mississippi, Military Division of the.

Orders, Special, series 1864 : No. 34, 515.

Sherman, William T.

Assigned to command of

Assumes command of

Mississippi Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light—flatfa//ons; 14th (Batteries), C, 334. Batteries: Brook-
haven, 333 ; Buckner, 334 ; Jefferson, 478 ; Pettus Flying, 353 ; Seven
Stars, 333; Warren Light Artillery, 433. Regiments: 1st (Batteries),

G, 332.

CavalTy—Battalions : 18th, 334, 620, 621 ; 19th, 334, 355. Companies : Red's

(State), 355. Regiments: 1st, 331, 333, 370, 375-377 ; 1st Partisan

Rangers, 334, 620; 2d,* 333; 3d (State), 163, 334, 355,620; 4th ( Wil-

bourn's), 333, 358, 372, 373, 381; 5th, 334, .355; 12th, t 333, 379
; 28th,

333, 375-377 ; "Wirt Adams', 333, 369, 370, 372, 373 ; Ballentine's, 333,

375-377 ; MUler's, 379.

Infantry—fia«a//o/is ; 1st Sharpshooters, 33*; 16th Sharpshooters, 481.

Regiments : 3d, 6th, 14th, 15th, 20th, 22d, 26th, 31st, 33d, 332.

Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Light—ffa«er/es : Clark, 333, 365, 370, 372, 377, 386; "Walsh's,

333.

Cavairy—Regiments : 1st, 333; 2d, 334,355; 3d; 333.

Jufantry—Regiments : Ist, 2d, 3d, 4th, 5th, 6th, 333.

Missouri Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Artillery, Light—fiatter/es : Knispel's,{ 278,279. Regimenig: 1st (Batter-

ies), C, 170,192; G, 16; M, 170,192,214; 2d, 623.

Cavalry—Regiments : 1st, 623; 4th, 113, 171, 193,2.-.H, 261-263,265,268-273,

276-281, 284, 295, 665,702; 10th, 171,193,214,249,674,694,699,702.

*^l90 sailed 4th Mississippi Cavalry.

tAlso called 12th Battalion.

iHowitzer battery attached to 1th Missouri Cavalry.

49 R K—VOL XXXII, FT I
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Page.

IVIissouri Troops. Mentioned. (Union)—Continued.

Engineers

—

Regiments: 1st,* 12,14.

Infantry—/?e^(menfs; 7th, 170, 192 ; 8th, 128,480; 11th, 168; ISth.ll; 21st,

156,157, l&J; 24th, 169,545; 29th, 497, 498 ; 32d, 419, 422,467,468, 498;,

33d, 169, 205.

Mitchell, . Mentioned , - 430

Mitchell, Greenville M.
Correspondence with James Oakes -- - 633

Mentioned 630,632,633,635-637,639,641

Mitchell, James A. Mentioned 141

Mitchell, John G. Mentioned 430,458

Mitchell, J. M. Mentioned 480

Mobile, Ala. Operations about, Feb. IC-March 27, 1864. Eeports of Dabney

H. Maury 401-403

Mobile Bay, Ala. See Forte Moi-gan and Gaines, Mobile Bay, Ala. Naval re-

connaissance of, Jan. 20, 1864.

Mollie Abel, Steamer. Mentioned 572

Montgomery, David L.

Correspondence with James Oakes 630

Mentioned 630,631,634

Montgomery, Ebenezer. Mentioned 285

Montgomery, James A. Mentioned 72

Montgomery, Milton.

Mentioned 169,191,201,204,206,50.3,509,575,580

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 204

Mooney, James. Mentioned — 419

Moore, Captain. Mentioned 654

Moore, Lieutenant. Mentioned 365,370,388

Moore. Anthony. Mentioned 103

Moore, Charles P. Mentioned 301

Moore, David.

Itinerary of Ist Brigade, 3d Division, 16th Army Corps. Meridian, Miss.,

Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 200

Mentioned 169,191,200

Moore, David H. Mentioned 92

Moore, Edwin.
Mentioned 169

Report of firing on steamer Sir William Wallace, in Mississippi River, Jan.

29, 1864 r...y 156

Moore, Franklin.

Mentioned 171,273,284

Reports of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864, includ-

ing operations since Jan. 22, 1864 - 270, 271

Moore, George. Mentioned 404

Moore, Jesse H. Mentioned 419,422

Moore, John C. Mentioned . 478

Moore, John W. Mentioned ,^ 585

Moore, Jonathan B.

Mentioned 171,238

Reports of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 243,245

Moore, Risdon M. Mentioned 169,191

Moorman, George. Mentioned 371

Moreland, M. D. Mentioned 626,085

* Formerly Bissell's Engineer Kegiment.
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Morgan, James D.
Mentioned

_ 31,4)^0,455,456,458
Report of demonstration ou Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 408

Morgan, James W. Mentioned 54;}

Morgan, John H. Mentioned 28,496,580,64(5,660
Morgan, John T. (Confederate.) Mentioned... 34,68, 131, 134-136, 1:59,' 140, 142, 161
Morgan, John T. (Union.) Mentioned 65]!652
Morgan, William. Mentioned 54O
Morgan, Fort. See F<n-t Morgan.
Morris, D. P. Mentioned g3i)

Morris, J. T. Mentioned 355
Morrison, . Mentioned 7
Morrison, Alfred. Mentioned 419 403
Morrison, David. Mentioned X05
Morristown, Tenn. Scout near. See Nola Chucky Bend, near Morriatown,

Teiin. Scout to, March 12, 1864.

Morrow, John C. Mentioned 420
Morse, Francis W. Mentioned 169

Morse, 'William ^W. Mentioned ;)9

Morton, George H. Mentioned 333,607
Morton, Gilbert C. Mentioned 229
Morton, Miss,

ijkii-mishes at.

Feb. 7, 1864* 164

Feb. 10, 1864* 164

Skirmish near, Feb. 8, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-

Maroli 6, 1864. Reports of McPherson, p. 210 ; Ferguson, p. 379.

Moscovr, Ky. Scout to. See Clinton and Moscow, Kg. Scout from Columbus

to, March 30, 1864.

Mossy Creek, Tenn.

Action at, Dec. 29, 1863. See general report of Foster, p. 44. Also Vol.

XXXI, Part I.

Skirmishes near.

Jan. 10, 1864. Report of Oscar H. La Grange 67

Jan. 12, 1864. Report of Oscar H. La Grange 71

Motley's Ford, Tenn. Expedition from, etc. See Murphg, N. C. Expedition

from Motley's Ford, Tenn., to, Feb. 17-22, 1864.

Mott, Samuel R. Mentioned 49

Moulton, Ala. ** ""

Affair at, March 8, 1864. See Courtland and Moulton, Ala. Affairs at,

March 8, 1864.

Skirmish near, March 21, 1864. Reports of

Dodge, GrenvilleM 625

Jackson, James 626

Johnson, William A 626

Moulton, Daniels. Mentioned ."
91, 145

Mount Pleasant, Miss. Skirmish at, Jan. 25, 1864* -V 2

Mower, Joseph A. Mentioned 168,195,196,203

Muddy Creek, Tenn. Skirmish at. See Flat Creek and Muddy Creek, Tenn.

Skirmishes at, Jan. 26, 1864.

Muldrow, H. L. Mentioiied 374

Mullen, Fayette. Mentioned 638

' No circumstantial reports 011 file.
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Page

Munitions of 'War. Supplies of, etc. Communications from

Porter, A.P 12

Quartermaster-General's OfiSce, C. S. A 94

Sherman, William T 182,185,188-190

See also general report of Foster, pp. 42-46 : report of Longttreel, p. 93.

Munroe, John H. Mentioned -'>22, .529

Murfreesborough, Tenn. Skirmish near, March 4, 1864* 4

Murphy, Mrs. Mentioned 642

Murphy, George E. Mentioned 440

Murphy, John.

Correspondence with

Columbia, Tenn., Commanding Officer at 580

Haney, Owen 580

Mentioned 575, .577

Murphy, John "W. Mentioned 635,638,641

Murphy, Michael. Mentioned 635,638, 641,642

Murphy, Miles. Mentioned 635,641,642

Murphy, N. C. Expedition from Motley's Ford, Tenn., to, Feb. 17-22, 1864.

Report of Nathan Paine 404,405

Murray, Charles D. Mentioned 169

Murray, Eli H.
Correspondence with

Atkins, Smith D 680

Baird, Absalom — 681

Mentioned 40,678,688,691

Eeport of attack on Union pickets at Nickajack Trace, Ga., April 23, 1864. 679

Murray, Thomas B. Mentioned 7,65, 100

Nale, John H. Mentioned 171

Nashville, C. S.S. Mentioned 402

Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, near Txillahoma, Tenn. Raid on the,

March 16, 1864. Reports of

Hall, George K 500

Tanner, AdolphusH 499

Natchez, Miss.

Operations near, Jan. 24, 1864. Report of Wirt Adams 126

Skirmish near, April 25, 1864* 6

Navy, U. S. Co-operation of, with Army, ^ea Forrest's Expedition into West

Tennessee and Kentucky, March IG-Ajml 14, 1864. Eeport of Bray-

man, p. 513. "* "*

Neely. . Mentioned 162,399

Neely, James J. Mentioned 352,383,384,582,608,610,620,623

Neely, James M. Mentioned 543

Neer, John. Mentioned 634

Neet, Frederick R. Mentioned 251

Neff, Andrew J. Mentioned 419,422

Neff, William. Mentioned : 242

Nelson, T. M. Mentioned ^ 333

New Albany, Miss. Skirmish near, Feb. 23, 1864. &tei Meridian, Miss., Expe-

dition, etc., FeJ>.3-MarchG, ISdi. lieports of

Cheek, Obristopher T. Xirkbridc, Andrew B. McCrillis, La Fayette.

Ne'V7bold, JosepSH. Mentioned 169

New Era, U. S. S. Mentioned 559

* Ko circumstantial reports on file.
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I'age.

New Hampshire Troops. Mentioned.

latantiy—Regiments : 9th, 411.

New Hope, Ky. Affair at, Marcli 28, 1864. Report of Edward H. Hobson . 629
New Jersey Troops. Mentioned.

Ciiva.lTy—Regiments : 2d, 171, 193, 265, 268-270, 272, 273, 279-28.5, 583, 699, 702.

Infantry—/?ej//ne/?/s .• 34th, 404, 491, 623 ; 35th, 169, 191, 195,496, i204, 205,
503, 509, 575.

New Madrid, Mo. Scout from Island No. 10, Tenn., to, March 18, 1864. Eeport
of Robert M. Ekings 623

Ne'Wtnan, Colonel. Mentioned 487
NeTvport, John. Mentioned 154 155
Newport, Term. Skirmish near, Jan. 23, 1864. Reports of

La Grange, Oscar H 115
Sturgis, Samuel D 114

Newsom, John F. Mentioned 70

Newton, John. (Captain.) Mentioned 668
Newton, John. (Major-Geueral.) Mentioned 18

Ne'Wton, Johnli. Mentioned 436
New^ York Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Light—ffa«er/es : 13th, 11, 26. Regiments . 1st ( Batteries), 1, 12

;

M, 12, 27.

Infantry—/fey/men/s: 17th, 169, 191,195,196, 204,207, .503, ^mj^K; 45th,

11,26,32; 46th, ^8; 51st, 48,49; 58th, 11,25, 26,32; 60th, 660; 68th,

11,25,26,32; 78th, 27; 79th, 105; 102d,27,29; 119th, 32; 123d, 499,

500,.501 ; 136th, 25; 145th, 150th, 27 ; 178th, 169, 191,200.

Nichols, Emanuel. Testimony of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenu., April 12,1864 520

Nichols, John "W. Mentioned 239, 240, 243

Nickajack Grap, Ga. Skirmish near, March 9, 1864. Report of Absalom Baird- 493

Nickajack Trace, Ga. Attack on Uniou pickets at, April 23, 1864.

Comrauuications from

Atkius, Smith D 680

Helm, Clinton 682

Hine, Robert J 681

Murray, Eli H 681

Strock, JobuL 681

Winston, Thomas 684

Reports of

Baird, Absalom .t..?. 678

Murray, Eli H 679

Sheets, Beujamin F 679

Testimony of

Irvine, William N 683

Light, Miles B 683

Sickler, Abram B 683

Steuben, Frederick W ." 683

Nizon, George H. Mentioned .\ 685

Nola Chucky Bend, near Morristown, Tenn. Scout to, March 12, 1864. Re-

port of John W. Hammond 496

Nolte, John F. Mentioned 171

North Alabama. Oparations in, Jan. 23-29, 1864. Reports of

Atkius, Smith D 123

Dodge, Grenville M 118-120

McCracken, William 124
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Page.

North Alabama. Operations in, Jan. 23-29, 1864—Continued. Eeports of

Miller, Abram O 121

Rawlina, Jolin A ^. 117

Robinson, James E 125

Van Buskirk, Matthew 12.3

Woods, Charles R •. 120

See also general report of Thomas, p. 7.

North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

InfantTy—ttegiments: 29th, 333; 58th, 60th, 483.

North Carolina Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)
lufikutiy—Regiments : 2d Mounted, 411.

Northedge, WilUam. Mentioned 159

Northerner, Steamer. Mentioned 69

Norton, David W. Mentioned 423

Norwood, Sam. Mentioned 051,059

Noyes, Landlord. Mentioned 635

Nnuley, David. Mentioned 99

Oakes, James.
Correspondence with

Mitchell, Greenville M 633

Montgomery, David L 630

Mentioned 029,037,669,670

Report of riot at Charleston, Coles County, 111., March 28, 1804 630

Oak Ridge, Miss. Skirmish at, Jan. 16, 1864* 1

Obey's River, Tenn.
Expedition from Burkesville, Ky., to, April 18-20, 1864. Report of James W.

Weatherford 071

Skirmish on, March 28, 1864. Report of Edward H. Hobson 644

O'Brien, WilUam. Mentioned 30

O'Conner, Reginald J. A. Mentioned 682,084

Odlin, James H.
Mentioned 502-!>04,514

Reports of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Kentucky, March
16-April 14,1804 540-542

O'Hair, Henderson. Mentioned 043

O'Hair, James, jr. Mentioned 035,643

O'Hair, Jesse. Mentioned 643

O'Hair.John H. Mentioned 031-034,636,6.38,639,641,643

O'Hair, Nelson. Mentioned T1..J. 635

Ohio, Army of the.

Army Corps, 9th, ordered to Annapolis, Md 4

Cox, Jacob D.

Assigned to command of 23d Army Corps 5
Relieved from command of 23d Army Corps 3

Foster, John G., relieved from command of 3
Itineraries. See Army Corps and Cavalry Corps.

Orders, Special, series 1864 : No. 54 (Burbridge), 39^
Parke, John G., resumes command of 9th Army Corps 2
Potter, Robert B., relieved from command of 9th Army Corps 2
Schofield, John M.

Assigned 4o command of 2
Assumes command of 3
Assigned to command of 23d Army Corps rt

Assumes command of 23d Army Corps 5

* Ko circunjsiautial reports ou file.
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Pa£e.
Ohio, Army of the—Continned.

Stoneman, George.

Assigned to command of Cavalry Corps of 5

Assigned to command of 23d Array Corps 2
Assumes command of 23d Army Corps 3

Willeox, Orlando B., assigned to command of 9th Army Corps V 2

Ohio, Department of the. Operations in, Jan. 1-Feb. 9, 1804. Reports of

John G. Foster 41,44

Ohio Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Ijight—Batteries : 3d, 170, 192 ; 7th, 171, 193 ; 9th, 12, 27 ; 12th,

11; 13th, 214; 15th, 171, 193, 248; 22d, 58; 26th, 170. Regiments: 1st

(Batteries), A, 50, 107, 457 ; B, 11, 29 ; C, F, G, 11 ; I, 31.

C&\a\Tj—Companies : 4th, 170,211. Regiments: 1st, 11,35, 36, 38, 40,421;

3d, 11, 35, 3(), 38, 421; 4th, 11,35,36,38, 419, 421, 422, 470; 5th, 129, 660,

061, 665 ; 7th, 93 ; 9th, 662 ; 10th, 40, 75, 82, 685.

lufaMtry—Regiments : 2d, 419, 452, 454 ; 5th, 11, 27, 29, 655 ; 7th, 11, 29, 32,

663,665; 9th, 420 ; 11th, 16, 420, 462-466 ; 13th, 11, 23; 14th, 489 ; 15th,

11, 23 ; 17th, 11, 31 ; 18th, 11, 40 ; 19th, 11, 23 ; 20th, 170, 192, 214 ; 21st,

11, 29 ; 24th, 11, 419, 422, 432-434, 430, 442, 443 ; 26th, 11 ; 29th, 29 ; 31st,

11, 31 ; 32d, 170, 192, 214, 221 ; 33d, 11, 29, 31 ; 35th, 30, 420 ; 36th, 16,

31 ; 38th, 489 ; 40th, 11, 16, 419, 422, 427, 439 ; 41st, 49th, 11, 23 ; 50th,

51, 52: 51st, 11 ; 52d, 420 ; 55th, 11, 24-26; 61st, 16, 26; 64th, 65th,

11 ; 66th, 32, 651, 660, 663 ; 68th, 170, 192, 214, 220 ; 69th, 11, 16, 31 ; 71st,

11, 155; 72d, 168; 73d, 24-26; 74th, 11, 29,31; 78th, 170, 192; 81st,

153 ; 82d, 11, 25, 26 ; 89th, 92d, 420, 462-466 ; 93d, 91 ; 94th, 419, 452,

453 ; 95th, 168 ; 99th, 419, 422 ; 100th, 50, 51 ; 104th, 50 ; 105th, 30,

420; 108th, 420: 111th, 150, 160, 392, 393 ; 113th, 420: 125th, 92.

Okolona, Miss.

Affair near, Feb. 18, 1864. See Meridian Miss., lix^iediiiori, etc., Feb. 3-

Mareh 6, 1864. Beports of

GriersoD, BcDJamiD H. Kirkbride, AnilreTr B. Waring, George E., jr.

Heinrichs, Gnstav. Smith, William Sooy.

Engagement near, Feb. 22, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb.

•.i-March 6, 1864. Reports of

Browne, Thomas M. Hepburn, William P. Moore, Franklin.

Burgh, Henry B. Holahan, Amos J. Smith, William Sooy.

Carr, Henry M. KargC, Joseph. Starr, Mathew H.

Cheek, Christopher T. Kirkbride, Andrew B. Thombnrgh, Jacob M.

Curtis, Isaac W. McBath, William E. Trafton, George W.
Fonest, Nathan B. McCrillis, La Fayette. Waring, George E., jr.

Heinrichs, Gnstav. Minnis, John B.

Skirmish near, Feb. 21, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-

March 6, 1864. Beports of

Browne, Thomas M. Holahan, Amos .J. Smith, William Sooy.

Coon, DafnsE. Karg6. Joseph. Waring, George E., jr.

Forrest, Nathan B. Moore, Franklin.

Olive Branch, Steamer. Mentioned .^ 554,572-574,614

Oliver, John M.
Mentioned 129,486,487

Report of expedition from Larkin's Landing to Gourd Neck and Gunters-

• viUe, Ala., March 2-3, 1864 487

Oliver, 'William S. Mentioned 170

O'Neil, A. F. Mention; pa 513,549,577
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Onion, James M. Mentioned 308

Ooltevrata, Teun.
Scout from, etc. See Burke's and Kludge's Mills, Ga. Scout from Ooltewah,

Tenn., to, Feb. 18-19, 1864.

Scont to. See Harrison and Ooltewah, Tenn. Scout from Chattanooga to,

Jan. 21, 1864 1 102

.Organ, John R. Mentioned 651

Organization, Strength, etc.

Confederate Troops 332-334

Union Troops 168-172,419-421

Osband, Embury D.

Mentioned 172,320,322,330,332

Report of expedition up the Yazoo Kiver, Miss., skirmishes at and near Me-
chanicshnrg, and capture of U. S. gunhoat Petrel 674

Osterhaus, Peter J. Reports of

Harrison's Gap, Ala. Affair at, April 21, 1864 676

Woodville, Ala. Scont from, March 30,1864 6.'")4

Otey, W. N. Mercer. Mentioned 348

Overmyer, George 'W. Report of affair at Lee's House, on CornersviHe Pike,

Tenn., Jan. 28, 1804 153

Owen, EUas K.
Correspondence with William T.Sherman 184

Mentioned 178,181,183,184,318,320-322

Faducah, Ey.
Attack on, March 25, 1864. Communications from

Brayraan, Mason 504,.506

Faducah, Ky., Telegraph Operator at ,505

For reports, see West Tennessee and Kentuckij. Forrest's Expedition into,

March V>-April 14, 1864. Jieports of

Br.lym.au, Ma.son. Forrest, Nathan B. Veatcb, James C.

Chapman, .James F. Hicka, Stephen <>.

Skirmish at, April 14, 1864. See West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Ex-
pedition into, March X^April 14, 1804. lieport of Brayman, p. 511.

Faducah, Ky., Telegraph Operator at. Correspondence with William Mason . 505

Paine, Eleazer A. Mentioned 162

Paine, Nathan.
Mentioned ;j7

Reports of expedition from Motley's Ford, Teuu., to Murphy and vicinity,

N.C., Feb. 17-22, 1864 *. .?.
.'

404,405
Paint Rock, Steamer. Mentioned 21

Paint Rock Bridge, Ala, Skirmish at, April 8, 1864. Report of Aified B.
Wade c^tS

Paintsville, Ky. Skirmish at, April 13, 1864. fide, Eastern lientucKy. Opera-
tions in, March ^S^April 16, 1864. Reports of Gallup, p. 640;
Johnson, p. 649; itinerary of U. S. forces, p. 648.

Palmer, John B. Report of affair at Sevierville, Tenn. (13th), and skirmish
at Schultz's Mill, Cosby Creek, Tenn, (14th-j|, Jan. 13-14, 1864 76

Palmer, John M.
Congratulatory Orders. Demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 .. 445

Correspondence with George H.Thomas 449-451
Itineraries of 14th Army Corps, Jan.-April, 1864 29-31

Mentioned 8,9,19,20,29,38,104,133,

134, 419, 423-420 431-434, 438, 44.5-4,53, 4,55-4.57, 461-463, 470, 472, 489, 67"J
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Page.
Palmer, 'William J.

Mentioned 46,73,74.82,83,110,111,136,138,421
Reports of

Clark's Ferry, Tenn. Scout from near Dandridge to, Jan. 10-11, 1864 . . 68
Sevierville, Tenn. Affair at (13th), and skirmish at Sohultz's Mill,

Cosby Creek, Tenn. (14th), Jan. 13-14, 1864 ^ i 75
Panther Springs, Tenn. Skirmish at, March 5, 1864. Reports of

Cox, Jacob D ^gg
Cross, William _ 49j

Pan-witz, Erich von. Mentioned 284,285
Pardee, Atio, jr. Mentioned 28
Park, Horace. Mentioned 119
Park, J. M. Mentioned 620
Parke, John G.

Itinerary of 9th Army Corps, Jan.-March, 1864 48
Mentioned 41,45,48,81,107
Report of operations about Dandridge,. Tenn., including skirmishes (16th)

at Kimbrough'a Cross-Roads and on Bend of Chucky Road, and
action (17th) near Dandridge, Jan 16-17, 1864 78

Resumes command of 9th Army Corps 2
Parkell, Alonzo B. Mentioned 249
Parker, Jeremiah. Mentioned ]53

Parkhurst, John G.

Correspondence wi th George H. Thomas 22
Mentioned 11,16,22

Report of prisoners of war and deserters received and disposed of . .. 12, 13, 17,22

Parks, Captain. Mentioned 491,492,624

Parmelee, John R. Mentioned 27G

Parrott, Henry C. Mentioned 436

Parry, Augustus C. Mentioned 128

Parsons, George B. Mentioned 250,251

Parsons, Pleasant K. Mentioned 544

Patrick, John H. Mentioned 27-29

Patrick, Reuben. Mentioned 51,648

Patterson, Josiah. Mentioned 672

Patterson, Michael L. Mentioned 409

Paul, James R. Mentioned 449

Paul, "W. P. Mentioned 371

Paw Paw, U.S. S. Mentioned .•:..•• .'>13,549

Pearl River, Miss. Skirmishes on. Fob. 2P, 1884. See Meridian, Miss., Mrpe-

ditiov, etc., Feb. S-March 6, 1864. Seporis of (Hlhspie, p. 239;

PoUer, p. 241.

Pearson, Robert N. Mentioned 170,229

Peebles, Ferdinand E. Mentioned .- 172,316,320,323-325

Pegram, Captain. Mentioned 573

Peirce, Ebenezer W. Mentioned : 105

Peironnet, Charles A. Mentioned j^ 325

Pennebaker, Charles D.

Mentioned 54,55

Report of skirmish at Big Springs, near Tazewell, Tenn., Jan. 19, 1864 94

Pennington, . Mentioned 51

Pennook, Alexander M.* Mentioned 501,508,513,542
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Pennsylvania Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Ijight—Batteries : E, 27, 29, 32, 663.

CsiwaXry—Regiments : 7th, 11, 35, 37, 39 ; 9th, 86-89, 142, 143, 148, 149 ; 15th,

46, 68, 73-75, 82 421 ; 19th, 113, 171, 193, 262-267, 269, 272, 273, 281, 286-290,

582, 584.

Infantry—ffeff/me/ifs.- 27th, 25 ; 28th, 29, 32,655,663; 29th, ^9; 45th, 48;

46th, 11, 27; 48th, 50th, 51st, 48; 73d, 11,24; 75th, a.'i, 32; 77th, 11;

78th, 29-31; 79th, 16, 420; 100th, 48; 109th, 11, 27, 29; 111th, 29;

147th, 27-29, 32, 663.

Peosta, U. S. S. Mentioned 513,549

Pereau, TW. L. Mentioned 381

Perkins, . Mentioned.. 627

Perkins, George T. Mentioned 420

Perkins, Marlandli. Mentioned 307,309

Perrin, H. O.

CorreBpondence with Leonidas Polk 338,340

Mentioned 360,364,367

Peters, John H. Mentioned 171

Peters, William £!. Report of skirmishes at Gibson's and Wyerman's Mills,

on Indian Creek, Va., and at Powell's Bridge, Tenu., Feb. 22,

1864 414

Petrel, U. S. Gunboat.

Capture of. See Yazoo River, Miss. Expedition up the, April 19-23, 1864,

loith skirmishes at and near Mechanicsburg, and capture of V. S. gun-

toat Petrel.

Mentioned 674

Pettit, Ezekiel. Mentioned 681

Pettus, Edmund W. Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27,

1864 482

Phillips, Jesse J. Men tioned 117, 119, 120, 122, 409, 492, 625, 692

Pickering, Joseph. Mentioned '. 411

Pickett, George E. Mentioned 47, 130

Pickett, R. O. Mentioned 685

Pierson, J. Lacey. Mentioned 282,284

Pillow, Port. See Fm-t Pillow.

Pillow, Gideon J. Mentioned 621

Pinson, R. A. Mentioned 333,370,375,377

Pirman, Martin. Mentioned 702

Pirom, Captain. Mentioned 55

Pittsburg, U. S. S. Mentioned 396

Platte Valley, Steamer. Mentioned 317, 558, 562, 571

Pleasant Hill Landing, Term. Skirmish at, April 12, 1864* 5

Polk, Leonidas.

Command of, designated Department of Alabama, Mississippi, and East
Louisiana 2

Congratulatory Orders. Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6,

1864 V 345.356

Correspondence with

Adams, Wirt 676

Adjutant and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 608, 675

Elliott, William 342

Forrest, Nathan B... 619

Jackson, William H 343

* No circumstantial reports on file.
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Pago.
Polk, Iieonidas—Continued.

Correspondence with
Lee, Stephen D 340,341
Perrin,R.0 338! 340
Tate, Samuel ;!44

Mentioned 8-10, aO, 173, 174, 176, 832, ^34, 344-347,
356-358, 366-368, 371, 378, 379, 477, 592, 608-613, 617, 618, 693, 694, 697

Reports of

Jones County, Miss. Operations in, March 14, 1864 499
Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March G, 1864 334-338, 340-343

Pontotoc, Miss. Skirmish near, Feb. 17, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedi-
Hon, etc., Feh. S-March 6, 1864. Reports of

Kirkbride, Andrew B. McCrilli.'i, La Fayette. Smitli,William Sooy.

Poor, WilUamH. Mentioned 668
Porter, Andrevr P.

Correspondence with George H. Thomas 12
Mentioned H 16

Porter, David D.
Correspondence with William T. Sherman 183

Mentioned 173,177,178,183,513
Porter, John H. Mentioned 562
Porter, John M. Mentioned 141

Poston, John L. Mentioned 559
Poteet, Benjamin F. Mentioned 64

Potter, Carroll H. Mentioned 629

Potter, lidward E. For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see John G. Foster.

Potter, John.

Mentioned 239,240

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. IJ-March 6, 1864 241

Potter, Robert B.

Mentioned 41,42,45,47,48,50,52,104,107,110,470

Relieved from command of 9th Army Corps 2

Potts, Benjamin P. Mentioned 170, 192, 211, 220, 220, 227, 235

Powder Springs Gap, Tenn. Reconnaissances from. See Mogei-sville and Bull's

Gap, Tenn. Reconnaissances from Powder Springs Gap toward,

April 2-4, 1864.

Povrell, David B. Mentioned 98

Powell, JohnTV. Mentioned „ 171,193

Powell, "Walter H. Mentioned 171

Powell's Bridge, Tenn. Skirmish at. See Gibson's and Wyerman'.'i Mills, Va.

Skirmishes at, on Indian Creek, and at Powell's Bridge, Tenn., Feb,

22, 1864.

Prairie Bird, U.S. S. Mentioned 674

Prairie Station, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 21, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Ex-

pedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864. Report of Waring, p. 267.

Pratt, John. Mentioned 141

Prentice, Clarence J. Mentioned 3» 648

Presdee, Joseph B.

Mentioned 145

Report of scout near Maryville, Tenn., Feb. 8, 1864 391

President C. S. See Jefferson Davis.

President U. S. See Abraham Lincoln.

Pride, Coolie. Mentioned 519
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Page.

Pridemore, Auburn L.

Mentioned 59,60

Report of action at Jonesville, Va., Jan. 3, 1864 64

Priest, Levris C. Mentioned - 309

Prince, Edward. Report of scout from La Grange, Tenn., to Ripley, Miss.,

Jan. 23, 1864 -.... 1 116

Prince, Henry,
Assignment to command - 515

Assumes command of District of Columbus, Ky 516

Correspondence with

Brayman, Mason - 517, 518

McPherson, James B 516

Mentioned 514,515,517

Prisoners of 'War.

Captures, etc., of. Report of John G. Parkhurst 12, 13, 17, 22

Exchange of, etc. Communications from

Coates, James H 329

Forrest, Nathan B 548

Hicks, Stephen G - 548

Richardson, Robert V 329

Treatment of. See West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into,

March \S-April 14, 1864. Repm-ts of Washburn, p. 586 et seq.; in-

closnres in report of Brayman, p. 519 et seq. Also Toiing to Forrest,

p. 595; Young to Washturn, p. (iOi.

Pritchard, John. Mentioned 519

Private Property. Depredations on. Communication from William T. Sher-

man 187

Prosser, -WUliam P. Mentioned 172,303,305,311,312

Proudfit, James K. Mentioned 171,238,247

Pugh, Isaac C. Mentioned 630,631

Purdy, George H. Mentioned 91, 145, 161

Putnam County, Tenn. Scout in. See White and Putnam Counties, Tenn.

Scout in, Feb. 1-7, 1864.

Putnam, Douglas, jr. Mentioned 464

Quaite, A. G. Mentioned 364,368

Quallatowu, N. C. Expedition from Maryville, Tenn., to, Jan. 31-Feb. 7,

1864. Report of John G. Foster 159

See also general report of Foster, p. 46.

Quarles, WiUiam A. Mentioned T. . -T 477

Quartermaster-General's Office, C. S. A. Correspondence with Adjutant

and Inspector General's Office, C. S. A 94

Queal, Paul A. Mentioned 300

Queen of the West, Steamer. Mentioned 184

Queen's Hill, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 4, 1804. See Meridian, Miss., Expedi-

tion, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864. Reports of

Adams, Wirt. Lee, Stephen D. Starke, Peter B.

Quicksand Creek, Ky. Skirmish on, April 5, 1864.^ See Eastern Kentucky.

Operations in, March '2^April 16, 1864. Itinerary of U. S. forces,

p. 648.

Quin, Josepbus R. Mentioned 333

Quinby, Isaac P. Mentioned 404

Quinton, 'William. Mentioned 446,448

Rabb, John W. Mentioned 623

Raffen, Alexander W. Mentioned 419,453
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Ragland Mills, Bath County, Ky. Skirmish at, Jan. 13, 1864. Report of
^^^^'

William P. Anderson
j^

Raiford's Plantation, Miss , near Byhalia. Affair at, Feb. 11, 18C4. See Me-
ridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. S-March 6, 1864. Meport of
McCrillis, p. .-JOa.

Rainear, Lewis. Mentioned
, -qj,

Raines, John, Steamer. Mentioned 300
Rainey, J. M. Mentioned ooy

Raleigh, Tenn. Skirmishes near.

April 3, 1864. See West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into,
March Vi-April 14, 1864. Reports of

Forrest, Nathan B. Gricrson, Benjamin H, Waring, GeorKo K., jr.

April 9, 1864. See West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into,
March l^April 14, 1864. Report of Febles, p. 584.

Ralston, Lewis AV. Mentioned.. „._ 27 28
Ramsey, Alfred B. Mentioned 234
Rankin, Daniel H Statement of Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12,1864 526
Ratliff, . Mentioned g4
Ratliffe, William. Mentioned 37g
Ravenot, Octave P. F. Mentioned 426 430
Rawlins, John A. Report of operations in North Alabama, Jan. 23-29, 1864 .. 117

For correspondence as Chief of Staff, see U. S. Grant.

RawoUe, William C. Mentioned _ 134 133
For correspondence as A. A. A. G., see Samuel D. Sturgis.

Ray, Harry. Mentioned 643
Ray, John F. Statement of Treatment of Union prisoners captured at Fort

Pillow, Tenn., ApriU2, 1864 52?
Rayburn, N. Mentioned- 355

Raymond, Steamer. Mentioned 507
Read, Joseph C. Statement of rations issued to destitute citizens in Depart-

ment of the Cumberland 17

Reardon, . Mentioned ., 035

Reardon, Benjamin F. Mentioned 635,638,639

Reardon, David. Mentioned 635

Reardon, George W. Mentioned 638,639

Reardon, Jacob L. Mentioned 635

Reat, John W. Mentioned 639

Recruitment, Organization, etc. See Union Troops.

Red Bone, Miss. Skirmish at, April 21, 1864 * 6

Redmon, John F. Mentioned 635,638,639

Reece, David. Mentioned 153

Reece, William. Mentioned 153

Reed, Joseph R. Mentioned 169

Reed, Perry L. Mentioned 300

Reed, Wiley M. Mentioned '

609,610,616,622

Reed, William H. H. Mentioned -V 658

Reeves, Leonard V. Mentioned 1.57

Reichelderfer, John. Mentioned 1.53

Reid, H. J. Mentioned 332

Reid, Hugh T.

Mentioned 493, .508

Report of skirmish at Dukedom, Tenn.,Feb. 28, 1864 485

* No circumstantial reports on file.
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Page,

Reid, 'WilliamM. Mentioned aOO

Reilly, James VT. Mentioned 53

Reilly, Jobn W. Mentioned 51

Reneau. W. E. Mentioned 32'J,385

RenfroTV, James. Mentioned 381

Revelle, Cord. Mentioned '. 564

Revelle, Hardy N.
Affidavit of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at Fort Pillow, Tenn.,

April 12, 18(54 528

Mentioned 565

Reynolds, . Mentioned 670

Reynolds, Alexander W. Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-

27, 1864 48:i

Reynolds, Arthur E. Mentioned :!:W

Reynolds, John. Mentioned 635,638,641

Reynolds, William H. Mentioned 683-685

Reynoldsburg, Tenn. Skirmish at, March 21, 1864. Report of Isaac R. Haw-
kins 624

Rheatown, Tenn. Skirmish at, April 16, 1864 * 6
Rheinlander, John. Mentioned 169,207

Rhoades, James W. Mentioned 684
Rice, Calvin. Mentioned 643
Richardson, . Mentioned 152

Richardson, Robert V.
Correspondence with James H. Coates 329
Mentioned 208,

323-325, 329, 341, 343, 349, 352, 367. 368. 385-387, 390, 391, 583, 610, 612, 613
Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March6, 1864 382

Richman, Charles P. Mentioned 460
Richmond, James B. Mentioned 64
Ricketts, 'William. Mentioned 639
Rigney, Ferdinand D. Mentioned 624
Riley, . Mentioned 404
Riley, A. C. Mentioned .333

Riley's Landing, Tenn. Expedition from Island No. 10 to, Feb. 17, 1864. Re-
port of Robert M. Ekings 404

Rinaker, John I. Mentioned 508,514
Ringgold, Ga.

Attack on Union pickets near. See Taflor^ Ridge, near Bhujijold, Ga. At-
tack on Union pickets on, April 27, 1864.

Reconnaissance from. See Tunnel Sill, Ga. Recmmaiasancc from Ringgold
toward, April 29, 1864.

Scout from. See La Fayette, Ga. Scout from Ringgold to, April 24-25, 1864.
Skirmishes at.

Feb. 8, 1864" 3
Feb.18,1864*

: /_\[\ 3
Ripley, Miss. -

Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to, April 30-May 9, 1864, and skirmish
(May 2) at Bolivar, Tenn.

Itineraries.

McMiUen, William L. (Ist Brigade, 1st Division, 16th Army Corps). 703
Waring, George E., jr. (1st Brigade, Cavalry Division, 16th Army

^_^
Corps) 701

' JHo circumstantial reports on file.
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Ripley, Miss.—Continuefl.
*^'

Expedition from Memphis, Teuu., to, April 30-May 9, 1864, aud skirmiBh
(May 2) at Bolivar, Tenn.

Reports of

Sturgis, Samuel D 695-698
Wastibnru, CadwalladerC i__ 693.694
Yorke, P. Jones jq2

Scout from La Grange, Tenn., to, Jan. 23, 1864. Report of Edward Prince. 116
Rippetoe, William B. Mentioned 14g
Robb, Steamer. Mentioned 575
Robbins, Richard B. Mentioned 35
Roberts, Calvit. Mentioned 333
Roberts, Bdward C. Mentioned 491
Roberts, E. J. Mentioned g49
Roberts, George H., jr. Mentioned 5(^4

Robinson, Benjamin. Testimony of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured
at Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12, 1864 529

Robinson, Charles P. Mentioned 9X
Robinson, Dick. Mentioned 643
Robinson, James E.

Mentioned 123

Report of operations in North Alabama, Jan. 23-29, 1864 125

Robinson, James S. Report of scouts to Caperton's Ferry, Ala., March 28,

1864 644

Roby,Jacob W. Mentioned 419,453

Rocke,A.A. Mentioned 61

Rooky Pace Ridge (or Crow's Valley), Ga. Skirmish at. See Tunnel Hill,

Buzzard Roost, and Rocky Face Ridge {or Crow's Valley). Skirmish

at, Feb. 24-25, 1864.

Roddey, Philip D. Mentioned 7^

8, 15, 117-122,409,476,485,488,625,664,667,671, 685, 687

Rodgers, Alexander. Mentioned 643

Rodney, Miss. Skirmish at, March 4, 1864'
*i 4

Rogers, Captain. Mentioned 297

Rogers, George C. Mentioned 171,238,247

Rogers, James B. Mentioned 623

Rogers, Samuel T. Mentioned 461

Rogers,W.T. Mentioned 327,328

Rogersville and Bull's Gap, Tenn. ReconnaisSJincWs from Powder Springs

Gaptoward, April 2-4, 1864. Reports of Thomas J. Wood 656,657

Rolfe, John. Mentioned 234

Rollins, W. W. Mentioned 333

Rome, Ga. Expedition from Scottsborough, Ala., toward, Jan. 25-Feb. 5, 1864.

Reports of

Logan, John A . 127

Smith, Morgan L - ^28

Rose, George. Mentioned .y- 475

Rose, Lucius M. Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March

6, 1864 221

Ross, George. Mentioned 635,639

Ross, John. Mentioned. 231

* No eircumatiwtial reports on file,



784 INDEX.

Pago.

Robs, La'VTrence S.

Correspondence with

Coatea, James H 326, 327

McKee, George C 327,328

Mentioned 174,208,316,319,321,

323, 325, 327-329, 331-333, 342, 343, 357, 358, 3«0, _3G2, 3G3, 365-371, 383-385

Eeports of

Delta, Steamer. Attack on, on the Mississippi Eiver, Jan. 0, 1864 66

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb.S-March (5, 1804 385-387

Snyder's Bluff, Miss. Attacli on outpost at, Marcii 30, 1864 653

Ross, Peter F. Mentioned 384,671

Ross, Samuel. Mentioned 32

Rosser, Thomas H. Mentioned 334

Rossville, Ga.
Keconnaissancn from. See La Fayette, Ga. Itecoiinaiasance from Rossville,

to, April 11-13, 1864.

Scout from. See Dalton, Ga. Scout from llosuviUc toward, and skirmish

(22d), Jan. 21-23, 1864.

Rousseau, Lovell H. Mentioned 19,25

Rowe, John, Steamer. Mentioned 623

Roys, r. Mentioned 1.57

Rucker.E. 'W. Mentioned 586

Rudolph, Oscar. Mentioned 702

Rufins, Ann Jane.

Mentioned .565

Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at Fort Pillow,

Tenu., April 12,1864 530

Rufins, Thomas. Mentioned 530

Ruggles, Daniel. Mentioned 334,336,352

Rusk, Jeremiah M.
Mentioned 169,503,50'J

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-MarcU 6, 1864 205

Russell, R. M. Mentioned .'542,355,543,557

Ryeui, A. T. Mentioned 622

Sadler, Joseph. Mentioned 235

Sallee, Oliver. Mentioned 633,634,636

Salyersville, Ky. Sliirmisli at, April 16, 1864. See Eastern Kentucky. Oper-

ations in, March 2S-Jpril 16, 1864. Report of Uohson, p. 645.

Samuels, A. H. Mentioned n ..-« 61

Sanders, Addison H.
Mentioned 170

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 225

Sanders, Felix. Mentioned 6.39

Sanderson, Julian. Mentioned 628

Satartla, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 7, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition,

etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864. Report of Coates, p. :il8.

Savage, Edward G.

Mentioned 87,88

Eeports of Dandridge, Tenn.

Operations about, including skirmishes (16th) at Kimbrongh's Cross-

Eqjids and onBeudofChucky Eoad, and action (17th) near Dan-
dridge, Jan. 16-17,1864 88

Operations about, Jan. 26-28, 1864 148

Sayers, David G. Mentioned - 412
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Page.

Scammou, Eliakim P. Mentioned 395

Schnitzer, Gustavus. Mentioued 293

Schofield, Jobu M.
Assignmeuts to command 2,5

Assumes command of Army of the Ohio 3

Assumes command of 23d Army Corps ! 5
Mentioned 8,14,15,23,46,48,49

Reports of

Greeneville, Tenn. Skirmish near, April 15, 1864 670

Watauga River, Tenn. Expedition from Bull's Gap to, April 25-27,

1864 686

Schultz's Mill, Cosby Creek, Tenn. Skirmish at. See Sevierville, Ttnn.

Affair at (VMh), and skirmish at Schultz's Mill, Cosby Creek, Tenn.

{Uth), Jan. 13-14,1864.

Schurz, Carl.

Assignment to command 2

Itinerary of 3d Dwision, 11th Army Corps, Jan., 1864 25

Mentioned 25

Schweitzer, George. Mentioned 702

Scofield, Hiram.
Itinerary of 2d Brigade, 1st Division, U. S. C. T., 17th Army Corps. Ex-

pedition up the Yazoo River, Misa., April 19-23, 1864, with skir-

mishes at and near Mechanicsburg, and capture of U. S. gunboat

Petrel 674

Mentioned 673,675

Scott, Ji. A. Mentioned 333

Scott, George. Mentioned 374

Scott, James M. Mentioned 222

Scott, John. Mentioned 169

Scott, Thomas M. Mentioned 333

Scottsborough, Ala. Expedition from. See Borne, Ga. Expedition from

Seoitsborough, Ala., toward, Jan. 2o-Feb. 5, 18(i4.

Scovill, Horace C. Mentioned 679,680

Scribner, Benjamin F. Mentioned 30

Scroggins, . Mentioned - 103

Scruggs, P. T. Mentioned 595,605,617,618

Seay, Abraham J. Mentioued 116,419,422,467

Seddon, James A. Mentioned -_--- 476,477

For correspondence, etc., see War Departmtnt, C. S.

Seeley, Oscar A. Mentioned 436

Seley, Abel H. Mentioned 171

Selfridge, Robert O. Report of affair at Louisville, Tenn., March 27, 1864. .. 628

Senatobia, Miss. Skirmishes at and near, Feb. 8-9, lfc64. Bee jVn-idian,

Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 18G4. lieports of Forrest, p.

347 ; Lee, p. 362.

Sequatchie Valley, Tenn . Skirmish in the, Feb . 27, 1864* 3

Sevierville, Tenn. '^

Affair at (13th), and skirmish at Schultz's Mill, Cosby Creek, Tenn. (14th),

Jan. 13-14, 1864.

Communications from

Elliott, Washington L 74

War Department, C. S ~'^

< No circumstantial reports on lile.
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Page.

Sevierville, Tenn.—Continued.

Affair at (13th), and skirmisli atSchultz's Mill, Cosby Creek, Teun. (I4th),

Jan. 13-14, 1864.

Reports of

Foster, Jobn G 73

Grant, U. S - 73

Palmer, John B 76

Palmer, William J 75

Sturgis, Samuel D 74

Keconnaissance from Maryville toward, Feb. 1-2, 1864. lieports of

Beai ty , Samuel 160

Brownlow, James P 161

Skirmishes at.

Jan 26, 1864* 2

Feb. 18,18t)4* 3

Sevieiville Road, near Knozville, Tenn. Skirmish on, February 20, 1864.

Reports of

Hascall, Milo S 409

Klein, Robert 410

Sbacklett, A. R. Mentioned 333

Shane, John. Mentioned 170

Shanks, John F. C.

Mentioned 113,171,258,263-265,274,275

Reportof Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864, including

operations since Jan. 22, 1864 272

Shappell, Nelson. Mentioned 153

Sharon, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 27, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition,

etc., Feb. 'i-March 6, 1864. Reports of

Jackson, "WiUiam H. Lee, Stephen D. Starke, Peter B.

Shaw, William T.

Itinerary of 2d Brigade, 3d Division, 16th Army Corps. Meridian, Miss.,

Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 200

Mentioned 169,191,200

Shedd, Warren. Mentioned 170

Sheets, Benjamin F. Report of attack on Union pickets at Nickajack Trace,

Ga., April 23, 1864 679

Sbeetz, JosiahA. Mentioned 170

Shelborne, Miner. Mentioned 635,638,642,643

Shelby, David. Mentioned "...*. 419,422,467

Sheldon, Hiram A. Mentioned 103

Sbellenberger, Samuel L. Mentioned 306-308

Sbenango, Steamer. Mentioned 396

Sbepard, Isaac P. Itinerary of Ist Brigade, 1st Division, 17th Army Corps.

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 332

Shepley, George F.

Mentioned 554

Report of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennesse%and Kentucky, March
16-Aprill4, 1864 .572

Sheridan, Philip H. Mentioned 18,22-24,79

Sherman, Francis T. Mentioned 22,23

Sherman, Sandy. Mentioned 529

* No circumatantial reports on iile.
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Sherman, William T.

ABsigninent to command 4

Assumes command of Military Division of the Mississippi 4

Congratulatory Orders. Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. ;i-Marcli

(i, 18G4 187

Correspondence with

Adjntaut-General's Office, U. S. A 260

HicUs, Stephen G WJ
Hurlbiit, Stephen A 17'J

McPherson, James B 180, iy:i,32(;,401,55.'i

Owen, EliasK 1B4

Porter, David D 18:$

Smith, William Sooy 181

Thomas, George H (iG8

Veatch, James C 577, .'iTU, .'>'^1

Mentioned 8-10,120, Kiri, 17:3,

178, 182, 187-190, 195, 197, 200, 201, 210, 217, 230, 250, 251, 254, 257-260, 318,

320, :J21, 330, 336-338, 340-343, 348, 351, 358, 359, 367-370, ;580, 387, 389, 401,

402, 453, 477, 502, 503, 505, 508-511, 5i:>, 514, 517, 518, 574-577, 579, 068, 695

Reports of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 0, 1864 173

Sherv7ood, Isaac R. Report of scout near Kuoxville, Tonii., Fob. 13, 1864.. 392

Shipman, M. Mentioned 580

Shirk, James VT. Mentioned 513

Shoal Creek, Ala. Skirmish at, Jan. 14, i864 * 1

Shoemaker, John W. Mentioned 274

Shumake, Mrs. Mentioned - 655

Shumake, Nathan. Mentioned 655, 656

Sickler, Abram B. Mentioned 683

Silver Cloud, U. S. S. Mentioned 536,599

Simmons, J. F. Mentioned 371

Simms, Patrick. Mentioned 392

Simonson, Peter.

Mentioned 419,427

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 443

Simonson, Samuel E. "W. Mentioned 274

Sims, Robert M. Mentioned 309

Sinclair, "WilUam H. Mentioned 428,475

Sioux City, Steamer. Mentioned y-- 317,320

Sipes, Abram B. Mentioned 40

Sipes, "William B. Mentioned 3'-*

Sippel, Philip. Mentioned '^33

Sir William Wallace, Steamer.

Firing on, in Mississippi River, Jan. 29, 1864. Report of Edwin Moore.. 156

Mentioned 319,320,:j25

Sketches.
Dandridge, Tenn. Operations about, Jan. 26-28, 1864 i:!3

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864. Ya^fco Expedition . 331

Skinner, David T. Mentioned 273,274

Skinner, Lucius B. Report of scout from Memphis, Tenn., toward Hernando,

Miss., Jan. 3,1864 65

Slack, James R. Mentioned 631

Slater, . Mentioned 627

Siemens, William F. Mentioned ^^^

*No circumstantial reports on file.



788 INDEX.

Page.

Slocum, Henry W.
Itineraries of 12th Army Corps, Jau.-March, 1864 26-28

Mentioned 18,24,.26,32

Slocum, PaulE. Mentioned 420,464,466,467

Slover, John C. Mentioned 126

Smith, . (Captain.) Mentioned <- 498

Smith, . (Citizen.) Mentioned 394

Smith, . (Guerrilla.) Mentioned ., 677

Smith, . (Major.) Mentioned 163

Smith, Alexander J. Mentioned 262

Smith, Anderson. Mentioned 566

Smith, Andievr 3.

Correspondence with George E. Waring,jr 265

.Mentioned 112,169,172,190,191,194-196,200,202,203

Smith, Benjamin.
Mentioned 87,88

Keport of operations about Dandridge, Tenn., including skirmishes (16tb)

at Kimbrough's Cross-Roads and on Bend of Cliucky Koad, and
action (17tb) near Dandridge, Jan. 16-17, 1864 88

Smith, Charles B. Mentioned '. 514

Smith, Charles C.

Mentioned 656,6.57

Keport of scout from Einggold to La Fayette, Ga., April 24-25, 1864 6H5

Smith, Charles K., jr. Mentioned 21

Smith, C. T. Mentioned 622

Smith, Felix R. R. Mentioned 668

Smith, Francis A.
Mentioned 519
Report of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Kentucky, March

16-Aprill4, 1864 563

Smith, Francis M. Mentioned 170

Smith, George W. Mentioned 419
Smith, Giles A.

Mentioned 487
Report of expedition from Larkin's Landing to Gourd Neck and Gunters-

ville, Ala., March 2-3,1864 466

Smith, G. P. Mentioned 640
Smith, Gustavus F.

Mentioned 392
Report of scout near KnoxviUe, Teuu.,»4'^e*. 13, 1864 392

Smith, Henry. Mentioned 487, 664, 665, 6()7

Smith, Horace J. Mentioned 121
Smith, Horatio M. Mentioned 21
Smith, James A. Mentioned 429
Smith, James D. Mentioned 153
Smith, John C. Mentioned 419,422
Smith, John E. Mentioned 163
Smith, John H. Mentioned 438
Smith, John W. Mentioned .'^ 160
Smith, Malcom F. Mentioned .''34,536-540

Smith, Michael. Mentioned 149
Smith, Morgan L.

Mentioned...t 127 677
Reports of

Larkinsville, Ala. Affair near, Feb. 14,1864 393
Rome, Ga. Expedition from Seottsborough, Ala., toward, Jan. 25-Feb.

5,1864 128
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Smith, Norman M. Mentioned 287,289
Smith, Orland. Mentioned 32

Smith, Robert. .Mentioned 638
Smith, Thomas A. Mentioned 543

Smith, Thomas E. Mentioned 513,549
Smith, Thomas Kilby. Mentioned 171, 193' 211,^14,238
Smith, William E. Mentioned 229,230,237

Smith, William Sooy.
Correspondence with

McMillen, William L 197

Sherman, William T 181

Waring, George E.Jr 2G7

Mentioned 35, 37, IflH, 171, 173-177, 179,

180, 182, 183, 189, 193-195, 199, 203, 250, 200-202, 2()5-2U8, 271, 274, 270, 279,

282,287-289,292-294, 302, 303, 307,311,313-315,347,349-351,304,370,377

Reports of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 0, 1804, including

expedition from Memphis, Tenn., and operations since Dec. 28,

1803 2,51,254

Smith, William T. Eeport of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and
Kentucky, March lO-April 14,1864 508

Snodgrass, John. Mentioned 333

Snyder's Bluff, Miss. Attack on outpost at, March 30, 1804. Report of Law-
rence S.Ross ^ 653

Souden, Jason. Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12,1804 524

South Carolina Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, Ught—Battalions : Palmetto (Batteries), B, 333, 360, 303, 373.

Miscellaneous—Hampton Legion, 79, 82, 85.

South Western, Steamer. Mentioned 325

Sparta, Tenn.

Operatious about, Jan. 4-14,1864. Eeport of Thomas J. Harrison 65

See also genei-al report of Thomas, p. 7.

Operations about, including skirmishes on Calfkiller Creek and near Beer-

sheba Springs, March 11-28, 1804. Eeport of William B. Stokes. 494

Spear, Edward, jr. Mentioned 171

Spears, James Cr.

Itinerary of Ist East Tennessee Brigade, 23d Army Corps, Jan. , 1864 50

Mentioned ^--- 50,52

Spoor, Nelson T. Mentioned \ 169

Springer, George A. Mentioned 683,084

Spring Hill, Tenn. Skirmish at, March 13, 1604* 4

Stackhouse, William P. Mentioned 421

Stamps, Daniel. Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12, 1804 .')30

Stancill, Ruel M. Mentioned 381

Stanley, David S. Mentioned 7,8,14,23,24

Stanley, Timothy R. ''^

Itinerary of Engineer Troops, Army of the Cumberland, Jan., Feb., 1804... 40

Mentioned ^*'

Stanley, William. Mentioned 652

Stansbury, Howard E. - Mentioned - 428,432,444

* No circumstantial reports on file.
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Page.

Stanton, Edwin M. Mentioned 305,513,586

For correspondence, etc., see War Department, U. S.

Starks F6t6r B>

Mentioned 174, 209, 227, 249, 333, 360-363, 365, 366, 368-371, 373, 381, 674

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 18G4 374

Starkweather, John C. Mentioned - 30,102

Starr, Mathew H.
Mentioned 171,2.58,990,291

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 293

Steede, A. C. Mentioned 361,362

Steele, Frederick. Mentioned 1**''

Steele, John "W. Mentioned 428

Stegman, Lewis R. Report of scout from Stevenson to Caperton's Ferry, Ala.,

and vicinity, April 11, 1864 -- ^^"

Steinwehr, Adolph von.

Itinerary of 2d Division, 11th Army Corps, March, 1864 26

Mentioned — 2()

Stephens, M. D. L. Mentioned 332

Stephens. Meshack. Mentioned 315

Stepp, Jackson.
Mentioned 95,97

Report of skirmish at Big Springs, near Tazewell, Tenn., Jan. 19, 1864 95

Sterling, 'William. Mentioned 475

Steuben, Frederick 'W. Mentioned - 683

Stevens, Henry. Mentioned 635

Stevens, TTzziel. Mentioned 428

Stevens' and Frick's Gaps, Ga. Scont from Whiteside's, Tenn., to, Feb. 25-

26,1864. Report of Stephen J. McGroarty 484

Stevenson, Ala. Scoat from. See Caperton's Ferry, Ala., and vi<nnity. Scout

from Stevenson to, April 11, 1864.

Stevenson, Carter L. Mentioned 15,429,433,477,484

Stev7art, . Mentioned 685

Stewart, Alexander P.

Correspondence with Thomas C. Hindman 477

Mentioned 15,429,431,433,457,479,480

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 477

Stewart, Archibald. Mentioned 194

Stewart, James 'W. Mentioned 673

Stewart, Jerry.

Mentioned .536

Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at Fort Pillow, Tenn.,

April 12,1864 537

Stibbs, John H. Mentioned 169

Stickney, Clifford. Mentioned 222

Stigler, James M. Mentioned 332

Stimming, Theodore. Mentioned 497

Stineback, William C. "^

Mentioned 420

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 465

Stinson, Robert B. Mentioned 4.59,460

Stockdale, ThoAas R. Mentioned 333,372-374

Stockwell, . Mentioned .500

Stoddard, Richard. Mentioned 039
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Stokes, WUliam B.
Mentioned 8,16,156
Reports of

Calfkiller Creek, Tenn. Skirmish on, Feb. 22,1864 416

Sparta, Tenn. Operations about, including skirniislies on Calfkiller
Creek, and near Beersheba Springs, March 11-28, 1864 1 494

White and Putnam Counties, Tenn. Scout in, Feb. 1-7, 1864 162

Stone, . (Citizen-of East Tennessee.) Mentioned 103

Stone, . (Citizen of West Tennessee.) Mentioned 535

Stone, George A. Mentioned 129

Stone Church, near Catoosa Platform, G-a. Skirmish at the, Feb. 27, 1864.

See Dalton, Ga. Demonstration on, Feb. 22-27, 1864. lieporlH of

Uruft, Charles. Van Antwerp, William W. Wheeler, Joaeph.

Stoneman, George.
Assignments to command 2,5

Assumes command of 23d Army Corps 3

Itineraries of 23d Army Corps, Jan.-April, 1864 49-54

Mentioned 49,52,650

Stovall, Marcellus A.
Mentioned 477,478,481

Report of demonstration on Dalton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 479

Stover, William D. Mentioned 142,145,146

Strange, J. P. Mentioned 355

Strawberry Plains, Tenn. Skirmish at, Feb. 20, 1864* 3

Strawberry Plains and Armstrong's Perry, Tenn. Skirmishes at, Jan. 21-

22, 1864. Reports of

Ferrero, Edward 104

Gittings, Erskine 108

Willcox, Orlando B 106,107

Street, Ogden. Meutioned 420

Strength of Troops. See Organization, Strenyth, etc.

Strickland, 'William T. Mentioned 169

Strock, John L.

Correspondence -with Smith D. Atkins 681

Mentioned 680

Strong, James H. For correspondence as A. I. 6., see John G. Foster. •

Strong, 'William E. Mentioned 227

Sturgis, Samuel D. ^ .,,

Congratulations of John G. Foster. Operations about Dandridge,Tenn.,

Jan. 26-28, 1864 138

Correspondence with

Elliott, Washington L 74,83

Foster, John G 111,138

McCook, Edward M 111,142

Mentioned , 34, 35,

41, 42, 44-46, 73, 79, 81-84, 111, 1.30, 131, 142, 586, 587, 593, 693-G95, 702, 703

Reports of

Dandridge, Tenn.

Operations about, including skirmishes (16th) at Kimbrough's

Cross-Roads and on Bend of Chncky Road, and actiou (17th)

near Dandridge, Jan. 16-17, 1864 79,80

Operations about, Jan. 26-28, 1864 131, 132, 134, 135

• No circumstantial reports on file.
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Sturgis, Samuel D.—Continued.
Reports of

Newport, Tenn. Skinnish near, Jan. 23, 1864. 114

Eipley, Miss. Expedition from Memphis, Teiiu., to, April 30-May 9,

1864, and skirmish (May 2) at Bolivar, Tenu 695-698

Sevierville, Tenn. Affair at (13th), and skirmish at Schultz'a Mill,

Cosby Creek, Tenn. (14th), Jan. 1.3-14, 1864 74

Wilsonville, Tenn. Capture of forage wagons near, Jan. 22, 1864 ' 110

Subligna, Ga. Affair at, Jan. 22, 1864. Report of Alfred Iverson 112

Subsistence Stores. See Munitions of War.

Stidsburg, Joseph M.
Mentioned 99

Report of skirmish at Tracy City, Tenn., Jan. 20, 1864 100

Sullivan, Thomas "W. Mentioned 305, 307

Sullivan, W. R. Mentioned 622

Sullivant, Lyne S. Mentioned 420

Sulphur Springs, Tenn. Skirmish at, Feb. 26, 1864' 3

Sulphur Springs Road, Ala. Affair on. See Kelhj's I'lanlation, Siilplivr

Springn Eoad, Ala. Affair near, April 11, 1864.

Sunnyside Landing, Ark. Expedition from Vicksburg, Miss., to, Jan. 10-16,

1864. Itinerary of John A. Maltby (3d Brigade, 3d Division, 17th

Army Corps).. 69

Sv7aim, A. Mentioned 355

S'wan, L. M. Mentioned 668

Sijvann's Island, Tenn. Skirmish at. See Fain'a Inland, etc. Skimiinhea at,

Jan. 28, 1864.

Siweeny, Thomas W. Mentioned 195

S^veet, H. A. Mentioned .')05

Swim, Alfred. Mentioned 635

S-witzerland, Steamer. Mentioned 400

Sykes, Thomas B. Mentioned 371

Symms, William H. Mentioned 243

Tallahatchie River, Miss. Skirmish on the, Feb. 22, 1864. See Meridian, Miss.

,

Expedition, etc., Feb. Z-Marcli 6, 18(i4. Communications from For-

rest, p. 341; Lee, p. 341.

Tallent, Jephtha. Mentioned 103

Talmadge, Isaac M. Mentioned 530

Tangesley , Samuel. Mentioned 540

Tanner, Adolphus H. ** "

Mentioned r,00

Reportof raid on the Nashville and Chattanooga Railroad, near Tiillahonia,

Tenn., March 16, 1864 499

Tanner, John L. Mentioned 102

Tansil, Egbert E. Mentioned ,')43

Tate, Samuel. Correspondence with Leonidas Polk 344

Tate, Thomas S. Mentioned : 355

Taylor, AlfredK. Mentioned H, 446,448,462

Taylor, Jacob E. Mentioned 419,422,427

Taylor, James N. Statementof. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

FortPillow, Tenn., April 12, 1864 531

Taylor, J. E. Moationed 639

Taylor, John T. Mentioned 635,638,641

Taylor, Marsh B. Mentioned 421

* No circnmstantial reports on file.
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Taylor, Richard. Mentioned 184

Taylor's Ridge, Ga. Skirmish at, Aprill4, 1864" 6
Taylor's Ridge, near Ringgold, Ga. Attack on Union pickets on, April 27,

1864. Report of Jurtson Kilpatrick 687

Tazewell, Tenn.
Skirmish at, Jan. 24, 1864. Report of Tlieophilus T. Glarrard '. 127

Si>e also general report of Foster, ]>. 42.

Skirmish near, .Ian. 11), 1864. See Big Sprinrja, near TazmveU, Tenn. Skir-

mish at, Jan. 19, 1864.

Tennessee, C. S. S. Mentioned 402
Tennessee. Operations in. See Summary, pp. l-f>.

Tennessee, Army of. (Confeder.ate.) .loliii B. Hood assigned to command
of Army Corps in 3

Tennessee, Army of the. (Union.)

Blair, Frank P., jr., assigned to command of 17th Army Corps 6
Unrlbnt, Stephen A., relieved from command of 16th Army Corps. ..1 6

McPherson, James B.

Assigned to command of 4

Assumes command of 5

Orders, General, series 1864 : April 28 { Prince), f.lO ; No. 6 ( I'eatch), .^i80

;

No. IS {Braijman), .^)14.

Orders, Special, series 1864: No. 42 {McArthvr), 395; No. 60 (McArlliur),

399; No 61(fl'«ri6Kt), .578.

Orders, Special Field, series 1864 : No. 11, 182; No. 16, 185; No. 17, 186;

Nos. 18, 19, 20, 187 ; No. 21, 188; No. 22, 189; No. 24, 190.

Organization, strength, etc., Feb. 3, 1864 168-172

Prince, Henry.

Assigned to command of the District of Columbus, Ky .'ilS

Assumes command of the District of Colunibas, Ky 516

Tennessee, Department of the. (Union.) Movements and disposition of

troops in. Communications from

Dodge, Grenville M 579

McArthur, John 395,399

McPherson, James B 515,516

Tennessee River.

List of .steamers plying on the npper 21

Reconnaissance down. See Triana, Ala. Reconnaissance from Bridgeport

down the Tennessee River to vicinity of', April 12-16, 1864.

Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Confederate.)

Artillery, Light—ffarter/es; Lookout, 332; Morton's, 353,609,619.

CavAlTy—Battalions : 9th, 333; Hamilton's, 155 ; McDonald's, 355, 610,

623. Companies: Forrest Guards, 355. Regiments: 17th [?], 331;

Ashby's, 658; Barteau's, 333, 351, 354, 355, 379,596,615,621; Carter's,

672; Dibrell's, 68,410; Duckworth's, 3.34, 351, 354, 355, .557, 610; Mc-
Lemore's, 410; Neely's, 331, 384, 386; Newsom's, 70; Richardson's,

383 ; Rucker's Legion, 496 ; Russell's, 35.5, 621 ; Baxter Smith's, 658
;

Stewart's, 331, 384, 385 ; "Wilson's, 355, 621. \
Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Union.)

Cavalry—fiarta//o/7s ; Bradford's,! ,520, .529, 535, 538, 539, 554-556, 559-565,

569,571. Regiments: 1st, 82, 88, 90, 110, 140,142-144,147,161; 2d, 172,

194,252,255, 303-305,309,311-313, 315; 3d, 172, 194,255,258,259,264,304,

305, 313, 314 ; 4th, 172, 194, 255, 295, 303-305, 310, 313-315 ; 5th, 16, 55, 162,

163,416,417, 494,495; 6th, 289, .581, 602; 7th, 69, 70, 495, 496,506, 542-546,

607, 623 ; 11th, 58, .59, 1.53, 411. 412.

* No circaxnstantial reports on file. tAlso called 13th Begimeot.
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Tennessee Troops. Mentioned. (Union)—Continued.

loiautTj—Regiments : 2d Mounted, 575 ; 3d, 50, 51, 126, 491 ; 4th, 51, 52,

409 ; 5th, 6th, 8th, 00, 51.

Terman's Ferry, Ky. Skirmish at, Jan. 9, 1864. Report ofRhys M. Thomas. 67

Texas Troops. Mentioned.

Ca,\a.\Tj—Regiments : 3d, 331, 333, 38.3,387, 388,390, 653, 671; 6th, 318,326.

331, 333, 3(i5, 384, 389, 390, 671 ; 7th, 331 ; 8th, 90 ; 9th, 331 , 333, 36r,. 383,

387,389,390,653,671; 10th, 333; 11th, 90,393: 14th, 333 ; 27th,* 333,

383,384,388; 32d, 333.

Infantry—ffej/me/ifc ; 9th, 333.

Miscellaneous—Waul's Legion, 355.

Thielemann, Christian. Mentioned 57,58

Thomas E. Tutt, Steamer. Mentioned 396

Thomas, F. P. Mentioned -- *'^"

Thomas, Greorge. Mentioned - -- ^^^

Thomas, George H.
Correspondence with

Granger, Gordon 14,485

Long, Eli 469

Palmer, John M 449-451

Parkhurst, John G 22

Porier, Andrew P 12

Sherman, William T 668

Whipple, William D 449,450

Itinerary of Army of the Cumberland, Jan. 1-April 30, 1864 22-40

Mentioned 18,31,38,39,43,65,83,97,120,

128, 129, 417, 446, 448, 449, 457, 462, 477, 495, 625, 663, 676, 678, 688, 690, 691

Reports of operations in Department of the Cnmberland, Jan. 1-April 30,

1864 6,14,18

Thomas. Lorenzo. Mentioned 514,643

Thomas, Rhys M. Report of skirmish at Terman's Ferry. Ky., .Jan. 9, 1864 .. 67

Thomas, 'WiUiam H. Mentioned 46, 75, 76, IW, 159

Thompson, A. P. Mentioned 333, 504, 506, 542, 547, 548, .551, 607, 608

Thompson, James H. Mentioned 436

Thompson, James TV. Mentioned 430

Thompson, John. Mentioned 537

Thompson, John B.

Mentioned 414

Reports of

Gibson's and Wyerman's Mills, Va. Skirmishes at, on Indi.an Creek,

and at Powell's Bridge, Teun., Feb. 22,1864 415

Jonesville, Va. Action at, .Jan. 3, 1864 61

Thomson, Chester G. Mentioned .309

Thomson, David. Mentioned 644

Thornburgh, Jacob M.
Mentioned 172,295,303,305,307,310

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. .3-Mvch 6, 1864 314

Thornbury, Martin. Mentioned 647,648

Thornhill, Bryant. Mentioned 638,639

Thornton, Charles C. G. Mentioned 573,574

Thrall, James C. -Mentioned 383-385

Thurmand, James G. Mentioned 329,384,386

Tichnor, H. P. Mentioned 635

Tiemeyer, John H. Mentioned 170

' Also called l.st Texas Legion.
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Tillson, Davis. Mentioned 51
TindaJe, . Mentioned 381
Tippah River, Miss. Skirmish at, Feb. 24, 1864. Hoe Aferidiav, Miss., Expedi-

tion, etc., Feb. 'i^March fi, 1864. lieports of

Browne,
"^t/fff

M. McCrillis, La Fayette. Waring, GeorgeE., jr.

Tipton, Stephen P. Men^^d.* 98,99
Toland, B. F. Mentioned 63,0,04;}

Toland, G. W. Mentioned 04;}

Torrey, WiUiam H. Mentioned 90, 91

Tourtellotte, John E. Report of operatiou.s abont Wbiteaburg, Ala., F(!b. 2,

1864 m
Townsend, Edward D. Mentioned 514,006
Tracy, Albert. Mentioned 419
Tracy City, Tenn. Skirmish at, Jan. 20, 1864.

Communications from
Bledsoe, Willis S 98
Koss, Samuel 100

Reports of

George, John F 101

Sudsburg, Joseph M 100

Wooster, William B 97

See also general report of Thomas, p. 7.

Trade and Intercourse. See McArthur to ('oates, p. 330 ; rcjiorl of lirayman,

p. 512; orders of Braymav, p. 514.

Trafton, George W.
Mentioned 171,258,290,293

Report of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-Maich 0, 1864 295

Trans-Alleghany Department. See Virginia, Trans-Jlleghavy or Western De-

partment of.

Transportation, Army. See Munitions of War.

Transportation. (Railroad and water.) See Mei-idian Expedition, etc. Rail-

roads, Destruction of.

Trenton, Tenn. Expedition from Union City to, Jan. 22-27, 1804. Report of

George E. Waring, jr 112

See also Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc. Reports of

Karg6, Josepb. Shanks, John P. C. Waring, George E., jr.

Moore, Franklin.

Triana, Ala. Reconnaissance from Bridgeport ^w« the Tennessee River to

vicinity of, April 12-16, 1864.

Communication from George H. Thomas 668

Report of John W.Geary 663

Tricket, Edward. Mentioned .„ 308

Tripp, Stephen S. Mentioned 171

Troublesome Creek, Ky. Skirmish on, April 27, 1864. Report of John M.
Brown - 687

True, Clinton J. Mentioned 045,646

True, James M. Mentioned ^ 630, 631

Tullahoma, Teim. Raid near. See Nashville and Chattanooga Jiailroad, near

Tullahoma, Tenn. Raid on the. March 16, 1864.

Tullis. John. Mentioned 1I>7

Tunnel Hill, Ga.
Reconnaissance from Ringgold toward, April 29, 1864.

Communications from

Allen, William W 692

Camp, 692

Humes, William Y. C... 692
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Tunnel Hill, Ga.—Continued.

RecDunaissance from Einggold toward, April 29, 1864.

Eejiorts of

Baird, Absalom fi90

Humes, William Y. C (i91,692

Kilpatrick, Judson -;;i
*Jt!8

Ward, Edward W -'-r:.^ - *'*•*

Skirmish at. See Dalton, Ga. Slinmshi-n near, and al Catuona Station mid

Tunnel Bill, Feb. 2:i, 18(i4.

Tunnel Hill, Buzzard Roost, and Rocky Face Ridge (or Crow's Valley),

Ga. Skirmishes at, Feb. 24-25, lHt)4. See Dalton, Ga. Demon-

stration on, Feb. 22-27, 18G4. Ileporlx of

Bennett, Jobn E. ireilni.in. Willi.im 11. Keynolds, AlexamlerAV

Carey, Oliver H. P. Hij^ley, Joliu IJ. Sinion.son, Veter

Cliampion, Tlionias E. IIotcbki!).s, T. 11. Slewait, Alexaniler I'.

Clayton, Henry 15. Jlunl, Orrln IJ. Stmeback, 'Williani C.

Cockorill, Annsteail T. II. .Tohii.soii, Eichard W. Stovall, Mareellus A.

Cnift, Charles. Joliii.sttni, .rosepli E. Tnr<:lnn. .Ti)lin B.

Cnnimins, Alfred. Kil^jom', William M. Van Antwerp, AVilliani W.
D.avis, -left'erson (;. Lonj;, Eli. 'Waddell, James F.

Dickerniaii, Willard A. McCook. Daniel. AVatera, Louis H.

Gro.se, William. Morgan, James B.

Turchin, John B.

Itinerary of 1st Brigade, 3d Division, 14th Army Corps, March, 18G4 31

Mentioned :51,420,4C."),4G()

Report of demonstration on D.ilton, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864 .- 402

Turner, H. N. Mentioned • 638

Tutt, Thomas E., Steamer. Mentioned 396

Tuttle, James M.
Itinerary of 1st Division, I6th Array Corps. Meridian, Mis.s., Expedition,

etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 196

Mentioned 168,172,188,194

Tycoon, Steamer. Extract from log-book of r)05

Tyler, R. C. Mentioned 476

Tyndale, Hector.

Itinerary of 3d Division, 11th Army Corps, March, 1804 26

Mentioned 2r.,26,32

Underbill, S. M. Mentioned....: 368

Undervirood, Manuel. Mentioned .">36

Union, Miss. Skirmislios at, Feb. 21-22, 1804. See Meridian, MiKS., lirpedi-

iion, etc., Feb. "A-Alarek 6, 1804. "lieport of Viatih, p. 202.

Union City, Tenn.
Capture of, March 24, 1864. See West Tennessee and Ke.ninckji. Forrest's Ex-

pedition into, March 16-Jpril 14, 1864. Heports of

Beatty, John W. Eorreat. Nathan B. Helmer, Kobert W.
Brayman. Mason. Oray, Thomas P.

Expedition from. See Trenton, Tenn. Expedition from Union ('ity to, Jav.

22-27, 1864.

Skirmish near, March 12, 1864. Report of Isaac R. Hawkins 495

Union Troops.

Casualties. Returns of.

Dalton, Ga. Demonstration on, Feb. 22-27, 1864 14,421,458,460,465

Dandridg(», Tenn. Operations about, etc., Jan. 16-17,1864 80

Meridian, Mi.SH., Expedition, etc., Feb. :j-March 6, 1864 191-194,200,204
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Union Troops—Continued.

MentJoned.

Colored.

Artillery, Keavj—Regiments : 4th, 492 ; 6th,* 524, 0:5H, .''.31), .'J.')4-55G,

SoU, 561, 568-570. Batteries : 8th, t 54H.

Artillery, l,ight—Regiments : 2d (liatteriea), D.t 538, 556, 55U, 566-

569.

CavalTy—Regiments : 3d,<i 172,194, 316, 317, 319, 321-324, 331,332,

674,675.

Iufa.ntTy—Regiments : 14th, 495; 47th,|| 172,183, 184,194,316-318,

320, 321, 323, 324, 331; 48th, i; 325, 332; 50th,** 395-400; 51st,

627; 55th, 555; 66th, 627.

Veteran lleserve Corps

—

Regiments: 23d, 631.

Regulars.

Artillery, hight—Regiments : 3d (/iuacrJes), L and M,tt 105-109;

4th {Batteries), F, 12,27; H, 419,422, 426, 432, 434, 437,443-445;

ath (Batteries), H, 30; K, 12,29.

CnYuiTj—Regiments : 4th, 35,37,39, 172,194, 2.55, 257,258,267,208,

275, 283, 304, 305, 308, 312, 313, 315, 352.

lufantry—Regiments : 15th (BattaHoiia), 1st, 4 19 ; 2d, 30, 31 ; 16th,

{Battalions), 1st, 419; 18th {Baitaliuna), 1st, 2d, 419; 19th,

{Battalions), lat, 419.

For Volunteers, see respective States.

Organizatioi;, strenf;tb, etc.

Cumberlaud, Army of the 419-421

Tennessee, Army of the 168-172

Recruitment, organization, etc. See r/eneral report of Thomas, p. 16.

Upson, Andreiw. Mentioned 97-101

Valentine, Mrs. Mentioned 398

Van Ant-wrerp, 'William "W.

Mentioned 407,419,422,425,426,428,432

Keports of

Burke's and Ellidge's Mills, Ga. Scout from Ooltewab, Teuu., to, Feb.

18-19, 1864 408

Dalton, Ga. Demonstration on. Fob. 22-27, 1804 474

Van Buskirk, Matthew.
Mentioned 123

Report of operations in North Alabama, Jan. 23-29, 1864 123

Vance, RobertB. Mentioned 46,73-77,82

Vance, Zebulon B. Mentioned 73-75

Vanderford, C. F. Mentioned.. - 342,343

Van Derveer, Ferdinand.

Itinerary of 2d Brigade, 3d Division, 14th Army Corps, April, 1864 31

Mentioned 19,31,420,427,462-464,690

* Originally 1st Alabama Siege Artillery ; afterward 7Ui IT. S, Colored Heavy Artillery; Anally lltli

U. S. C. T. (new).

t Formerly l3t Kentucky Heavy Artillery, A. D.

'.Afterward Battery F.

^ Formerly 1st Mississippi Cavalry, A. D.

II
Formerly 8tli Louisiana, A. D.

IT Formerly 10th Louisiana, A. D.

** Formerly 13th Louisiaua,'A. D.

ft Consolidated.
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race.

Van Dervort, Joshua. Montionod ^^4

Vau Horn, Daniel.

Mentioned r,i'j,r,yy,r.r,4,r,7i)

Keport of Fonest's Exijeditiou into West TonncK.soc iind Kentnck.v, jAIarcli

Ki-Aiu-il 14, 180-1 r.{i;»

Van Horn, John. Mentioned 4^0

Van Vleck, Carter.

Mentioned 4-.iO,45r)

Report of recouuiiisbance from liossville to La l'':ijette, Ga., April ll-i;?,

1864 - OCl

Vaughn, John C. Mentioned 'JG,411

Veatch, James C.

Correspondence with

Dodge, Grenville M ''>7'J

Hiirllmt, Stephen A ^>TJ

Sherman, William T 577, 57!), fiHl

Jlentionod .... IGi), 173, 1'JO, lyi, 195, 196, 203-206, 503-500, 509-511, 574, 575, 577-580

Keiiorts of

Decatur, Ala.

Affair near, April 24, 1864 685

Skirmishes near.

Aprill8,1864 671

April 27, 1864 686

Meridian, Miss., fjxpedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864 201

West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into, Marcli 16-

Aprill4, 1864 575

Velguth, Adolph. Mentioned 280

Vernay, James D. Mentioned 189

Vick, L. W. Mentioned 482

Vicksburg, Miss.

Advance of Union troops from. See Meridian, ]ili8$., Expedition, etc., Feb,

'S-21arch 6, 1864. Report of Slierman, p. 175.

Expeditions from.

Jan. 10, 1864. See Sunnyaide Landing, J rlc. lixpedition from Vickshury,

Hiss., to, Jan. 10-16, 1864.

Jan. 20-Fel). 23, 1864. See Wat(t)'proof, La. Expedition from Vickahiirij,

Miss., to, and skirmishes, Jan 29-ii'e6. 23, 1864.

Feb. 15, 1864. See Grand Gulf, Miss. Expedition from Vickshury lo,

Feb. li,-March 6, 1804.

Kctnni of Sherman's forces to, March 4, 1864 165

Vicksburg, District of. Itinerary of John MoArthnr. Expedition up the

Yazoo River, Miss., April 19-23, 1864, with skirmishes at and
near Mechanicsburg, and capture of U. S. gunboat Petrel 673

Vienna, Ala., Officer Commanding at. Correspondence with Johns-

ton 678

Villepigue, John B. Mentioned 621

Vincent, Joseph. Mentioned , 233

Virginia. Lon^street's Corps ordered from East Tennessee to, April 7, 1864.. 5

Virginia, Trans-AUeghany or Western Department of. (Confederate.)

Breckinridge, Jolm C, assumes command of 4

Jones, Samuel^ relieved from command of 4
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I'ago.

Virginia Troops. Mentioned.

Artillery, hiinht—Batteries : Nottoway, 178.

Ciiva\ry—Battalions : 27th, .58,131-6:5,412, 414, 41.')
; 34th, 36th, 412; 37th,

6-2, 63, 412. Regiments : 8th, 60-63, 412-4ir, ; 16th, 67 , 3<J4, 3'X) ; 21st, 412,

414,415.

Infantry—Regiments : 9th, 21st, .'58 ; 54th, 63d, 483 ; 64th, .''>8, 64 ; 71st [?],

85th [?], 97th[?], 58.

Von Phul, Steamer. Mentioned 178

Vore, Harrison C. Mentioned 316

Waddell, James F. Report of demonstration on Ualtou, Ga., Feb. 22-27, 1864. 484

Waddell, V. B. Mentioned 38.5

Wade, Alfred B. Report of skirniisb at Paint Kock Bridge, Ala., April 8, 1864. 658

Wade, Benjamin F. Mentioned 513,534

Wade, William B. Mentioned 656

Waggener, Robert. Mentioned 454

Wagner, George D. Mentioned 14,23,628

Walker, James B. Mentioned 229

Walker, William P. Statement of. Treatment of Union pritsoners captured

at Fort Pillow, Teun., April 12, 1864 532

Wallace, Samuel T. Moitioned 89

Wallace, Sir William, Steamer. See Sir If'illiam ll'aUacc.

Wall Hill, Miss. Affair at, Feb. 12,1864* 165

Walter, Eugene E. Mentioned 194

War Department, C. S. Correspondence with Jefferson Davis. 60,77,344

W^ar Department, TJ. S. Correspondence with

Brayman, Mnson 518,534

Washlinru, Cadwallader C .586,590

Ward, Edward W.
Mentioned 688

Report of reconnaissance from Ringgold toward Tunnel Hill, Ga., April 29,

1864 689

Ward, William T.

Itineraries of Ist Division, Uth Army Corps, Feb., March, 1864 25,20

Mentioned 25,26,32

Waring, George E., jr.

C'orrespondeuce with

Grlerson, Benjamin H 585

Smitli, Andrew J 265

Smith, VVilliam Sooy -i...^ 267

Itinerary of 1st Brigade, Cavalry Division, 16th Army Corps. Expedition

from Memphis, Tenn., to Ripley, Miss., April 30-May 9, 1864,and

skirmish (May 2) at Rolivar, Tenn 701

Mentioned 112, 171, 193, 197, 255, 257, 265, 270, 273, 275, 276,

279, 280, 282-284, 287-289, 291, 292, 295, 297, 299, 303, 306, 581, 582, 696-702

Reports of

Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-March 6, 1864, including oper-

ations since Jan. 22, 1864 --- 262.265

Trenton, Tenn. Expedition from Union City to, Jan. ^-27, 1864 112

West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into, March 16-

Aprill4,1864 582

Warner, Charles N. Mentioned 444

Warner, PhUip H. Mentioned 419,422,428,658

"Warren, Nehemiah. Mentioned ^'^

* No circumstantial reports on file.
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Washburn, Cad-wallader C.

Asaignmont to conimaud 6

Coriespondoiice Trith

Forrest, Nathan B 580, r>8d, 590, 591, 601

Lee, Stephen D 587,599,603

War Department, U. S 586,590

Young, John T 604

Mentioned 514,516,600,614,010,618,694,698,699,701

EeportH of

Kipley, Miss. Expedition from Memphis, Teuu., to, Ai)ril 30-May 9,

1864, and skirmish (May 2) at Bolivar, Tenn 093,694

West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into, March 16-

April 14,1804 586

Washington, Tenn. Capture of, Feb. 26, 1804. Report of Robert K. Byrd 485

Watauga River, Tenn. Expedition from Bull's Gaj) to, April 25-27, 1864.

Report of .John M. SchoKeld 686

Waterhouse's Mill and Boiling Springs, Tenn. Skirmishes at, April 19-20,

1864. Reports of

La Granj^e, Oscar H 673

McCook, Edward M 672

Waterproof, La. Expediticm from Vicksburfj, Miss., to, and skirmishes, .Jan.

2y-F6b. 23, 1804. Report of Joseph M. Anderson 157

Waters, Captain. Mentioned 494

Waters, Louis H.
Mtutioned 419,422,432,434

Report of demonstration on Daitou, Ga., Fob. 22-27, 1864 438

Waters, Shelah. Mentioned 162

Waties, John. Mentioned 333

Watkins, Louis D. Mentioned 35

Watson, . Mentioned 158

Watson, J. A. Mentioned 158

Watson, James A. Mentioned 435,436

Watson, Thomas. Mentioned 644,671

Watson, William. Jlentioned 158

Watts, Elijah 3. Mentioned 421

Way, Isaac. Mentioned 233

Weast, . Mentioned 158

Weatherford, James W.
Mentioned , 54 ^ 045

Report of expedition from Bnrkesville, I\y., to Oboy's River, Tenn., Ajjril

18-20,1804 671

Weatherspoon [?], Cajitain. Mentioned 484

Weather-wax, Benjamin K. Mentioned 53

Weaver, Henry F.

Meiitionid 569

Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at Fort Pillow,

Tenn., April 12, 1804 538

Webb. Junius Y. Jlontioued
'*

333

Webster, M. L. Mentioned 290,291,294,290

'Wedlin, . Mentioned ,529

Weeks, John. Mentioned 126

Wehler, Ed-ward. Mentioned 169

Welch, James L. Mentioned -. 317

Welcome, Steamer. Mentioned 397,398
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Wells, B. F. Mentioned 639 641
Wells, Nelson. Mentioned 632, 633, 635,' 6;i6

"Wells, W. T. Mentioned (539

Wenick, James E. Mentioned 5H3
West, J. A. Mentioned 639
Western Department of Virginia. See Virginia, Trans-Alleghany or Western

Dexmrtmeni nf.

Westernhagen, Albert von. Mentioned 280
Westmoreland, Steamer. Mentioned 507
West Point, Miss.

Retreatof Sinitli's forces from, Feb. 21, 1864 165
Skirmish at, Feb. 21, 1804. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-

llarch 6, 1864. Reports of

Burgh, Henry B. Hepburn, William P. Smith, 'William Sooy.
Forre.st, Xatlian B. Leo, Stephen D. Trafton, George \Y.

Skirmish near, Feb. 20, 1804. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-

March 6, 1864. Reports of
Browne, Thomas M. Hepburn, William P. Smith, William Sooy.

Burgh, Henry B. Holahan, Amos J. Starr, Malhow H.
Coon, Datus E. Moore, Franklin. Trafton, Georgo W.

West Tennessee, District of. Cadwallader C. Washburn assigned to com-
mand of 6

West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into, March 16-April

14, 1864.

Communications from

Anderson, Charles W 595,598

Booth, Lionel F 560,561,594,596.597

Bragg, Braxton 613

Braymau, Mason 550

Buford, Abraham 553

Ferguson, William 599

Forrest, Nathan B 545,547,548,560,561,594,596,597,599

Hicks, Stephen G 547,548

Hurlbut, Stephen A , 551,556,578,579

Lawrence, William Hudson 553

McPhers!on, James B 555

Murphy, John 580

Polk, Leonidas 619

Sherman, William T 577, .579, 581

Waring, George E.,jr 585

Young, JohnT 594,595

Congratulations of James R. Chalmers to the officers and men of his com-

mand - ---- --- -.-. 622

Reports of

Beatty, John W 542

Brayman, Mason -*.--- 502,504,507,508

Chalmers, James R 620

Chapman, James F 551

Cleary, William 563

Febles, JohuC*. 583,584

Ferguson, William 571

Forrest, Nathan B 607-609,611,613
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West Tennessee and Kentucky. Forrest's Expedition into, March 16-April

14, 1864—Continued.

Eeports of

Goodwin, John 619

Gray, Thomas P 544

Grierson, Benjamin H , 581,582

Harris, Thomas H 556

Helmer, Robert W 545

Hicks, Stephen G 546,547,549

Hurlhut, Stephen A 554,555

Lamberg, Carl A 566,567

Lawrence, William Hudson 552-554

Leaming, Mack J 559

Lee, Stephen D 606

Odlin, James H 540-542

Shepley, George F 572

Smith, Francis A 563

Smith, William T 568

Van Horn, Dan iel 569

Veatch, James C 575

Waring, George E., jr 582

Washburn, Cadwallader C 586

Woodruff, John G 558

Yorke, P. Jones 585

Resolution of thanks of C. S. Congress to Nathan B. Forrest and the offi-

cers and men of his command 619

See also Fort Pillow, Tenn.

Wetherall, . Mentioned 643

Wharton, Jack. Mentioned 333,389

Wheaton, Lloyd. Mentioned 129

Wheeler, Joseph.

Itineraries of Cavalry Corps, Army of Tennessee.

Dalton.Ga. Demonstration on,Feb. 22-27, 1864 484

Leet's Tan-yard, Ga. Skirmish at, March 5, 1864 490

Mentioned 8, 1 5, 55, 128, 429. 438, 453, 478, 490, 661, 664, 688, 690

Wheeler, Joseph E. Mentioned 103

W^heeler, William W.
Mentioned 150,160

Report of skirmish near Knoxville, Tep,n.,^an. 27, 1864 152

Whipple, W^illiam D.

Correspondence with George H. Thomas 449,450

Mentioned 461,463

For correspondence as A. A. G., see George H. Thomas.

Whjte Cloud, Steamer. Mentioned 505

White, Julius. Report of riot at Charleston, Coles County, 111., March 28, 1864. 629

White, Lyman A. Mentioned 160

White, T. W. Mentioned 60S

White, William H. Mentioned .> 126

Whitecotton, Peter. Mentioned 665

White County, Tenn. Skirmish in, Jan. 16, 1864* 1

White and Putnam Counties, Tenn. Scout in, Feb. 1-7, 1864. Report of

William B. Stokes 162

See also general report of Thomas, p. 8.

* No circumstantial reports on file.
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Whitsit, Charles W. Mentioned , .' 291,294,295
Wickliffe, Nathaniel. Mentioned 334
"Wieser, Rudolph. Mentioned 27ci

Wilborn, George. Mentioned ,530

Wild, Henry. Mentioned 650
"Wilder, John T. Mentioned 40
"Wiles, Greenberry F. Mentioned 170

"WUes, "William M. Mentioned 102. 103

"Willard, John P. For correspoiideuce as A. D. C, see George B. Thomas.
"Willcox, Orlando B.

Assignment to command 2

Itinerary of 9tli Army Corps, March, 1864 49

Mentioned 48,58

Reports of

Jonesville, Va. Action at, Jan. 3, 1864 57

Strawberry Plains and Armstrong's Ferry, Tenn. Skirmishes at, Jan.

21-22,1864 '

106,107

Resumes command of 9th Army Corps 4

"Willett & Boswell, Messrs. Mentioned 628

"William "Wallace, Sir, Steamer. See Sir William Wallace.

"Williams [?], . Mentioned 685

Williams, Lieutenant. (Confederate.) Mentioned 519

"Williams, Lieutenant. (Union.) Mentioned 500

Williams, Alpheus S.

Itineraries of Ist Division, 12th Army Corps, Jan.-March, 1863 26-28

Mentioned 26-29, 3-.J

"Williams, B. F. Mentioned 643

"Williams, E. D. Mentioned 'X>h

"Williams, George A. Mentioned 289

"Williams, Isaiah H. Mentioned 404

"Williams, James M. Mentioned 402

"Williams, Martin H. Mentioned ., 251

"Williams, Rebecca.
Mentioned T. .:"? 533,565

Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at Fort Pillow,

Tenn., April 12, 1864 533

"Williams, S. C. Mentioned 478

"Williams, "William. Mentioned 234

"Williams, "William F. Mentioned 533

"Williams, William S. Mentioned 170,192,573

"Willich, August. Mentioned ., 24,79,160

"Willison, Asias. Mentioned ^.... 419,422,467,468

"Wilson, A. N. Mentioned 621

"Wilson, De "Witt C; Mentioned 316

"Wilson, Jacob. Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12, 1864 .5."?9

"W"ilson, James. Mentioned 528,564

"W"ilson, J. G. Mentioned 372

"Wilson, John D. Mentioned 466

"Wilson, J. P. For correspondence as A. A. G., see Thomas C. Bindman.
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Wilsonville, Tenn. Capture of forage wagons near, Jan. 22, 1864.

Communications from
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Stnrgis, Samuel D Ill

Reports of

Longstreet, James 112

McCook, Edward M 110

Stnrgis, Samuel D 110

Windes, F. M. Mentioned 123

Winegardner, Aaron S. Mentioned 440

Winkler, Robert. Mentioned 633,635,643

Winkler, William. Mentioned 145

Winkler, Young B. Mentioned .' 635,643

Winn, William A. Statement of. Treatment of Union prisoners captured at

Fort Pillow, Tenn., April 12, 1864 533

Winslovr, Edward F.

Mentioned 171, 172, 175-178, 186, 187, 189, 190, 193, 209, 210, 213

Keport of Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-Marcli 6, 1864 248

Winston, Robert. Mentioned 522

Winston, Thomas Correspondence with Smith D. Atkins 684

Wisconsin Troops. Mentioned.
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Wise, Kenneth D. Mentioned 411

Wiseman, Theodore. Mentioned 458-460

Witherspoon, [?] . Mentioned 664

Wolfe, Edward H. Mentioned 169,191,200

Wolford, Frank.

Itinerary of Cavalry Corps, Army of the Ohio, Jan., 1864 54

Mentioned 33, 35, 42, 44, U, 79-81. 83, 86-89, 92, 111, 131-139, 145, 147

Report of operations about Dandridge, Tenn., including skirmishes (16th)
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action (17th) near Dandridge, J'Jn. 16-17, 1864 91

Wood, Colonel. Mentioned 326,327
Wood, James, jr. Mentioned , 32
Wood, Richard B. Mentioned 38,421

Wood, Robert C, jr. Mentioned 333,372-374

Wood, Thomas J.

Mentioned 22-24,52

Reports of reconnaissances from Powder Springs Gap toward Rogersville

and Bull's Gap, Tenn., April 2-4, 1864....-, 656,657

Wood, 'William. Mentioned 421

Woodall's Bridge, Ala. Skirmish at, April 7, 1864. Rei)ort of James H.
Clanton G57

Woodruff, JohnCr.
Mentioned 519

Report of Forrest's Expedition into West Tennessee and Kentucky, March
16-Aprill4, 1864 558
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North Alabama. Operations in, Jan. 23-29, 1864 120
Woodville, Ala. Affair near, Jan. 23, 1864 115

Woods, William W. Mentioned 700
Woodville, Ala.

Affair near, Jan. 23,1864. Report of Charles R. Woods ' llo

Scout from, March 30, 1864. Report of Peter J , Osterhaus 654

Woodward, Captain. Mentioned 672
Woodward, Samuel L. Mentioned , 261

Woolly, George "W. Report of scout from Lookout Valley to Deer Head
Cove, Ga., March 29-31, 1864 .'. 652

Wooster, William B.

Mentioned 100

Report of siiirmish at Tracy City, Tenn,, Jan. 20, 1864 97

Worley, William P. Mentioned 102

Wright, John A. Mentioned 428

Wyatt, Miss.

Expedition from Memphis, Tenn., to, Feb. 6-18, 1864. See Meridian, Miss.,

Expedition, etc., Feb. 'i-March 6, 1864. EeporU of AlcMiUen, p.

196; Smith, p. 255.

Skirmish at, Feb. 13, 1864. See Meridian, Miss,, Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-

March 6, 1864. Itinerary of 1st Brig., Ist Div., Wth Army Corps,

p. 198.
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22, 1864.

Wyeth, N.L. Mentioned 641

Yandle, W.J. Mentioned 355

Yamell, John G. Mentioned 126

yarnell, Thomas. Mentioned 126
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Abandonment of, by the Union forces, March 6, 18G4 165

Attack on, March 5, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-
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Lee, Stephen D.
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Sketch of expedition to 331

Skirmish near, Feb. 28, 1864. See Meridian, Miss., Expedition, etc., Feb. 3-
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Itineraries. '^^
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Reports of
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Yearout, Samuel. Mentioned 1^6
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Mentioned 284,585
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Ripley, Mias. Expedition from Memphis, Teun., to, April 30-May 9,

1864, and skirmish (May 2) at Bolivar, Tenn 702
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Young, John T.
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