
The motivation



Background



● Users are interested in interacting with content that is already popular among 

other Wikipedia readers.

● Users are interested in interacting with content popular in their region.

● Users do not always come to the app to look for information, so an additional 

experience to interact with articles would be useful to them.

● Articles change often enough for the list to be different between days.

Assumptions



● Providing a list of top read articles in the region will increase 

engagement by 10% 

Measuring Success



The method



Design principles
● Test things we could 

productionize
● Don’t overinvest in experimental 

features



Focus 
countries

●  India
● Nigeria
● Pakistan
● Tanzania
● Uganda
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English users in...



Our participants
Country Participants (rounded)

Nigeria 14,400

Pakistan 47,000

Tanzania 32,800

Uganda 13,400

Total 107,600
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Local 
trending 
articles

● Pages with the most non-bot 
views the day before

● Excluding:
○ Pages with <10% or >90% 

mobile views
○ Pages recommended in the 

past 7 days
○ 14 frequent bad 

recommendations (-, .xxx, Brazzers, 

Main Page, News, Pornography, Sex, XHamster, 
XVideos, XXX, XXX (film series), XXX: Return of 
Xander Cage, XXXTentaction, XXXX)



Nigeria Pakistan Tanzania Uganda



A simple 
script that:
● Queries for trending 

articles
● Gets summaries and 

page images from the 
API

● Publishes to wiki pages
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The result



Slightly more sessions

Control

2.03
Trending articles

2.082.5% increase



Longer sessions!

Control

2 min, 7 s
Trending articles

2 min, 28 s17% increase



Lessons
Emerging market readers 
respond to locally-relevant 
reading suggestions



Lessons
We need an API for 
locally-relevant 
suggestions!



Further analysis

● Do the results differ by country?
● Better adjust for the fact that users were in the 

experiment for different lengths of time
● Provide context from Android and iOS apps 



Further research
● Does the effect differ in languages other than 

English?
● Does the effect differ when baseline engagement 

is higher?
● How do locally-relevant suggestions compare to 

globally-generic suggestions?



Learn more

● Spreadsheet of recommended articles (May-June 2021)

● Trending articles script and data analysis code

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1bV2KnD-IRhlBj4WsSbNMdnXosdg3qeKxMeuICpoCb8o/edit#gid=540186675
https://github.com/wikimedia-research/2021-KaiOS-app-homepage-content-suggestions


THANK YOU


