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300 languages, millions of articles, 
millions of contributors
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Wikipedia is incredibly rare as a 
non-profit online platform. 

It places collective benefit 
at its centre.
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The vision: to make the sum of 
all human knowledge available to 

every person in the world
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How close are we to this vision?

For example, which regions 
of the world have been written 

about on Wikipedia today?
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Geographic representation on Wikipedia
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Articles can have geographic coordinates (“geotags”)
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https://geography.oii.ox.ac.uk/mapping-english-wikipedia
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Information geography: seeking to understand 
an increasingly digital world

In traditional geography, people and places are 
defined by their physical locations and properties.

Does this place have a castle?

Yet our lives and the places we live in are 
increasingly digital, and are increasingly defined by 
their virtual attributes and digital shadows.

Does this place have a Wikipedia page?

Graham, Zook, Boulton (2013). Augmented Reality in Urban Places: contested 
content and the duplicity of code.
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For Wikipedia, this revealed an
imbalance of representation
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Why do we see this 
imbalance of representation?
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Local participation requires connectivity

The cost of broadband subscriptions relative to the gross national income per capita, in 
2013. Graham et al. (2015), “Towards a Study of Information Geographies”
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In other words, we also see an
imbalance of participation
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Who has the capacity to tell their own story?

Share of edits from domestic IP addresses (in %)
https://geography.oii.ox.ac.uk/the-uneven-geography-of-wikipedia/
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An unintentional barrier: contribution norms

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yanomami 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yanomami
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Local contributors need local-language references… 
which are not always available.

Source localness for Wikipedia articles. Interactives at http://www.shilad.com/localness/ 
Sen et al. (2015), “Barriers to the Localness of Volunteered Geographic Information”
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The most detailed representations are 
not always written in a local language

Martin Dittus, Mark Graham (forthcoming), “Mapping Wikipedia’s Geolinguistic Contours”. 
Digital Culture and Society.
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Who creates, shapes and controls these 
digital representations of the world?
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The Wikipedia response: knowledge equity

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Strategy/Wikimedia_movement/2017/Direction 

“We will strive to 
counteract structural 

inequalities to ensure a 
just representation of 

knowledge and people in 
the Wikimedia 
movement.”
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Equal treatment vs. 
equal opportunity
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Hundreds of Wikipedia projects are now 
working hard to address systemic bias

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:
WikiProjects_relevant_for_countering_s
ystemic_bias 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_
Wiki_Loves_Women/Tanzania 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Sri_Lanka 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:WikiProjects_relevant_for_countering_systemic_bias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:WikiProjects_relevant_for_countering_systemic_bias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:WikiProjects_relevant_for_countering_systemic_bias
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Wiki_Loves_Women/Tanzania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Wiki_Loves_Women/Tanzania
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:WikiProject_Sri_Lanka
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Wikipedia’s geotagged content for Africa is growing
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Europe is still growing faster than all other regions…  
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Wikipedia is a pioneering project 
to collect a truly global 

body of knowledge. 
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It is equally a miracle of 
human collaboration, and 

perpetually insufficient
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It regularly brings us to the 
edge of our understanding: 
how can we do this well?
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https://www.wired.co.uk/article/wikipedia-inequality-pay-editor
s 

https://www.wired.co.uk/article/wikipedia-inequality-pay-editors
https://www.wired.co.uk/article/wikipedia-inequality-pay-editors
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Economic imbalances can
bring about unintentional

processes of exclusion
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Coming back to our global
map of geotagged articles 

in the beginning… 

What does it look like today?
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Geotagged Articles in Wikipedia (early 2018)
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