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INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICL, et al
-UVS -

Mq, sSadao, et al

SWORN LEIOSTTION (Trounslation)
Deponent: HIGASA Ken
Having first duly sworn an oath as on attached sheet and in accordance

with the procedure followed in my country ¥ hereby depose as follows.

I. 1 am HIGASA Ken.
I am now dwelling at No. 124, 2 Chome, Kitazawa, Setagaya-District,
Tokyo Prefecture.
In the sumner of 1941, I was a Liesutcnant Colonel in the Japanese Ay
and occupied the post of staff officer of the Imperial Jecneral Head~-
quarters.
At the conclusion of the co-defenge pact betieen japan and French
Indo-China, I was despatched by the General Hemadquarters to aid the
spot negotiation which wer~ carried out by }jajor General Sumita stationed
at Hanol at that time.

II.Major General Sumita was informed by the Gencral Headquarters that the
diplomatic negociation regarding the co-defenge of Japan and French
Indo-China in July, 1941, was concluded in France on 21, July, between .

Mr. Darlan, the then Foreign minister of the Vvichy Government and
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Mr. ILATU)Sotomtsu. the Japanese Lnbassador to Frauce, and that the
exchange of official steterents were made on 22 July, 1941. 4t the

~ ..sane:tipc "ho wasoinformod.of thec.arrangbmont of militery cocoparajlion, the
contents of which are identical with that of Exhibit No. 651, although
Exhibit No. 651 is dated 29 July, 1941, the contents were reported
before tanis date.
Basecd upon these infori:ations Mﬁjor General Sunita irxediately opened
negociations with french Indo-Chinae
Lt thet tine the relation between Japanese party and the party from
the French Indo-China Governreat Office was very friendliy, and alvays
closely connected. A4s 2 result, the spot agreement based on the .
exciaanged officiel staterents, of which Major General Sumita was directly
in charge, proceeded smootnly and speedily without any trouble. Together
with the Navy and Foreign Office representatives 1 witnessed the signiug
between liajor General SUMITa Raishiro and Covernor-General Decoux., 8
the representatives of French Indo-China, there were present the
Governor-General, the Chief-Secretary, Juan, and scvc:'al other persons,

anGc the signing was carried out in a2 very friendly, nanner.

~t the signing, Major General SUMITL asked the French party whether )

the notification from France containing the sawe contents as that of
Exhibit No. 651 stzted above reached Trench Indo-China party, and the
Frencih party affirrec it.

I recall that the date of this agreement was 23, July, 194l.
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III. The contents of this agreement were none other than that of enforcing

details in compliance with the oflicial statement mentioned above.

It 1s canposed of concrete neasures in details,such as the movement of
Japanese forces, their landing point and‘landing date, the course of
the troops, occupation ' regions, the facilities for billeting and
sup.-lying of the Jananese forces sthe removal of breech mechanism fronm

1

tie guns of prreach yndo-china forces, paprticularly to avoid the
accideutal occurrences of collision between Japancse and French Tndo-
China forces as is set forth in Article II of the official statement,
the gist and region of withdrawal of the French Indo-China forces
statlioned in the vicinity of the beach where Japanese forces plan to
land and the establishment of land mariks visible from the air at the
stationed areas of French Indo-cEina forces.
Nelther the telegram sent from the gGeneral Jjeadquarters, nor the
agrecment docunents of that time can be found today.
(refer to the certificate attaciied)
I flew by air to ®»gSan-a® in the Jainan 1sland on the day after the
conclusion of this agreement, and informed the Surrene Coamsancers of
the Japanese ALruy and Navy, who were there as occupation forces, the
course up to the conclusion and also of the contents of the azrecuent.
We talked cspecially about the .ainute arrangements for the prevention
of accidental collision,

Then, on or about the following day, the 25tu of July,I remenber; going

to Saigon by air with Major general Sumita and others. Dpetailed
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arrangements were made there between. French Indo-~China forces
stationed there and us. Necdless to say, the preliminary agrcements
ctc. between Japan and French Indo-China at Saigon were carried out

in a friend 1y atmosphere thmughout these meetings. {Jocrupulous care
and preparations were made lest any accidental collision should

occur in the several days prior to the landing of Japanese forces.

1t was @specially planned in advance that the SUMITA lMission shall
certify the withdrawal of the ¥Freideh Indo-China Torces {rom the beach,
who in turn shall report it to the Japanese forces, ané then the land-
ing shall bezin. .This was cecuted exactly so. Accordingly a part
of the Japanese forces landed on the 23th, and the greatcr part on the
29th, and no accicent occurred,

I later found in o docunent (Court Zxhibit No. 651) that the date of
the foracl signing of the protocol rezarding the co-defonge of

French Tndo-China was 29, July, 194l.

Howéver, as jacntioned above, the contznts of the offic al statenent
exchanged by the represcntatives of both countries on 22 July. were
reported to each respective desnatched egency. by the govermucnts of
Janan and Trancg. Bascd on this, the pact was concluded hariaoniously
and the occupation wocs begun,

on this 29 -.day of May, 1947.

At the Compound of the International j'ilitary Tribunal For Zast Asia.

DEPONENT /s/ HIGASA Ken (scal)
S
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I, TIVOSE, Ichiro, hereb certify that the above statement was
sworn by the De onent, who affixed his signature and seal thereto in
the rresence of this witness.

on the saue date, at the sawe place,

/s/ KTYCSm, Ichiro (seal)

;JFIT:I
1a accordance With ry conscience 1 swear to tell the whole truth with-

holding notiiiug and adding nothinge.

!

/s/ HIGASA Ken (seal)




CERTIFICATE OF SOURCE

I, YOSIOYA L Y0zO, who occupy the post of the chief of Docwient
gection, the First Dewobilization Bureau, Demobilization (ffice, hercby
certify that the following documents are at present not in the austody
of this Bureau.

l. The telegranm in which the General Headgquarters informed the
SUI'ITA 1"ission in French Indo-chima on 22 or 23, July, 1941, that an

agreement as to the co-defence of French Indo-Chilna was conc ludcd betiieen

Tapan and France,

2. The pact concluded between :SLTIfITA‘;{aisl’lil“U and Governor-general,

pecoux, Pased upon the said telezram, in marceh, 19:l.
certificzd at Tokyo,

on this 10 day of Jyuly, 1947
/s/ YOSIIYiMA,YozZo (Seal)

1 hereby certifly that the above signature and seal wcerc affixcd

nacreto in the nresence of the wWitness,

At the same place, on this saixc date.

witness. /s/ KIYOSE,Ichiro (seal)




