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In 1933 the enlisted strength of the United States Army was 115,000

tions in rovernmental expenditures the

1933 provided only £270,000,000 for the

men. As 2 result of reduc %ar Depart-

ment appropriation act of March 4,

militery ectivities of the Lrmy -- a sharp raduction from the amount made

available for similar purposcs during the previous y<2T. General Douglas

tated in his annuel report of 1933
pment and training

MzacArthur, Chief of Staff, s that successive

reductions in appropriations h=d seriously injured thc equil

the Army in personnel and equipment

of the Army. He said that the. strength of

and its readiness for smployment were "pelow the danger line®.

In 1934 General ¥acArthur recomuended 3 program of cxpansion for the

Army; the sccomplishment of this program, he said, would still lsave us far

would at least offer the United States "a

justified assurancc in freedom from attzck or, at the worst, from extreme

consequenecs in the event of attack".

The ‘ar Department appropriation 2cv of April 1935 authorized 2n

increase of the irmy to 165,000 cnlisted men. In his report of 1935 Gencral

MacArthur said that me2surcos had becn underisken 0 PUOCUYE s2ditional alir-

olancs, motorized vchicles, tziks, and srtillery, in most of which the Army's

supplies had become obsolcte or inadcquatc.

By 1933 thc Unlted States Navy, in up-to-datc shins, had fz2llen far

below the tonnage allowed by trcaty. In th=t ycar prosident Roosevelt

alloczted funds from the National Industrial Recovery hct for the purpose of

constructing and equipping 32 naval vcssels. The Scerctary of tho Navy re-

33 that no such building program had bcen und

ported in 15 scrtoken by this

country sinee 1916; that of the signatorics to tho naval trestice we alone

had not undertzken sn ordcrly building program.designgd tc bring thc Navy up

~n orderly annuzl naval building and re-

He

to treaty strength. He rccommonded

‘placcment program whioh would M"shortly give this country & treaty navy'.

st2ted th2t the United States continued to strive for a reduction of armament

by agrcement but that the time hed comec when Wwc could no longer afford to
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lead in disarmement by example., Other powers had not followed such 2 policy,

he said, with the result thet the United Stztes found its relative naval

\

strength sericusly immnired. He said that our weakened vosition jeopardlizced

the csuse of ncace, "becruse balanced armement fortifics diplomacy 2nd 1is an
immortant clcment in orescrving pe2ce and justicc, whoreas unduc weakness
invites nggrussive, war-brecding vioclntion of cne's rights'.

Nuring 1934 the Vinson Naval Eill was cnactcd, authorizing the con-

struction of ships up to the limits of the “:ashin ton and London Naval

Trcatics.,
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