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Defense Document 147 Page 1

Translated by Defense Languoge Branch

WHY DO WE ATTaCil HANKOW?
By Shujitsu Ozekil

(Published in Sept. number (TN: yoar not given) of the T..IRIKU (Continent))
I

It is only of lcte that the Japencsc public havc actuslly adapted themsclves
to war-time conditions, ‘thether they llike 1t or not, they have been obliged to
preparc themselvas against a protracted war. However optimistic one may have
been so far, onc cannot, under thc present ascutc situation, but be serious, end
give up onc's optimistic views. To toll thz truth, between those who are lcading
o peceeful lifo et home and those who are fighting in sweet and mud on the Chinese
frent, there hes been a gep =- a mental gap widar than the geograophicel sea scpé-
roting the two sets of the Japancse: Ilowever, this difference in the war-fecling
of tha two groups is being grodually sliminated, es the Japancse at home have
slso eome to be further end further pinched in thear daily life under the cnforce-
ment of the yor-time control and mobilization of goods and materials.

411 tho Jepuncse have ot last come to gd just themsclves to tho prospect of a

protractad wer.

But it scoms et least to me that th public in goncrnl ere too calm end auicte.
slthouzh tho fronzied centhusicsm e sev in the carly deys of the mer did not scem
e hcpopy phcnomonen, this calmnoss et this juncturce cen ncithor be epproved un-
conditjcnallye Tt oven scoms to be a kind of resignation on tho part of the
seeplo in the fecc of tho stern recalities.

Ncodless to suy, the situction that Japen is now trying to stecr through 1is
a0 difficult thet it camnot bo surmounted unlcss the =hole of the pcople, in &
n:tionel movemont loed by & high ideal, press forverd vigorously with the forcec of

en avelonche.
7ith this in wiew, the writer cannot holp feclinz uncasy at tho existinz state

of' afizirs-

—

I

Bven befero the bettle of ilsiichow waes stertod, tho siege of Honkow had been
a-subjoct for dispute. Thore werc some who streased the strs.ozie importance of
Hsiichow end so zrcetly countod upon tha resuit of the battlu of Hsiichow, while
otheors stood sgeinst the further ecdvance of the Jepancsc troops inte the interiors,
for fonr of the futilo onlargomont of the fighting sroa, &6 it would endenger the
Jopencse notionel fincnco s woll as tha mointencnce of the oceupicd territoriea.
Novertholess, in order to essure vietory, it hed bocomc absclutoly necessery for
tho Jepanesc Army to occupy Hankows

slonz tho Lung~Hai Railway, the Jepencsac foprce started their merch on tho
Wucheng-Hankow erea in closc chasc.of tho enomy rotroating from Hsiichow. But
aftor the occupation of Lengfon and Kaifeng, their venguerd was held up at
Chungmowhsion, wherc part of the ombankment of the Huangho (Yecllow Hiver) 7as

broken by the Chincse srmye
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Dofonse Document 147 ~--=-=- continued Page 2

Through thc broken ombankment, the turbulent waters of the Hoangho are noOw
reported to bo running southwerds, sweeping over the Lung-Hal Railwey, through
tho Yingho, the Hwaiho and Hungtse Lake into tho formor course of the Howgho ond
out into tho sote

By this flood, thousands of villages, lergc and smell, worc inundeted with
the loss of many lives end tens of millions of yon worth of crops end properiye.
According to tho reports of the Chief of the Reconstruction Office of Honan
Province, the flood area is 2.300 3q- cilomotors, tho inundeted villeges more than
2,600, the washcd-away houscs morJ +hen hnif a million, end tho dovastated rico=-
£i0ids two million and a holr so'(TN: ohout 62,500 acros). This may well be
callod an cct in "The Tragedy of East Loia" ceusod by the China Incident. I
wonder if tho great River Huangho is go.ug to change its coursc for a seventh time
since the dewn of history.

. Thus, the asdvance of thae Japenusc troops along the Lung-Hai and the Peiping=-

Hankow roilways was chedked for tha time being, end the mein cndeavours of the
Japanese forces wors directed towarda roatoring public poaca in Nerth China by
sweeping awvay the romaining onemy forécs in mmd eround Shansi end other distriocts.
But ot the semc time the Jepeness 4rmy's intention to attack Hankow was clearly
revealed by their "up-the-Yangtzo" atratogye

On Junc 11, thc Japanese Navy domendod the withdrewal from tha fighting arsesa
of oll ships of third power's by anncuncingi "From this day on our Navy chall
cermance hor ettacking operations upon Hankois "

On the very noxt day Jnking was taken by the coopoeration of our Jrmy and
Navy while Tsienkiang wes siozed by tho lend forco on Junc 17. Hukow was occupied
on July 4 ard July 26 sew Kiukiang fellen into tho hends of tho Japancse LIV
Iying on the Yangtzc River, Kiukiang holds &an important position; it i3 only
50 1li distent from Hankow. Further, on 4August 2. our JArmy oecupicd Hwengmeiksicn
in Hupch Province, & vitally strot sin zoint to dofond Wuchang asnd Henkowe it is
36 1i frem Henkows Consequently, thc Chinecse at Hankow were zroatly diamaycd.
secord ing to foreign dispetehes, by the end of July the whole of the main dipla~
mutic poersonael of tho Chiung Koi=-ghok's Government including Waeng Chung-hui,
\inister of Foroign 4ffeirs, hed left for Chungkings DMost other non-military
zovernment offices also roamvoed to Chungking whiloc scmo £1led to Hengyeng-hsien
or Xuncing-hsion. Thus, Hangkow hod turncd into & purecly militery center, only
sffices of coamnilcetions, trensportetion, munitioas supply. and wer indugstries
romoinins thores

Tho Pussian Ebacsy hed alrcody moved and the rost of the foreign cmbassias
ani lczetions et Ilenkow had completed removing to Chungking with the Minisiry of
Yoreign ffoirs by the ond of July.

it cny rete, tho defonse of fuchensz =nd Henkow was got rosdy by Chiang Kai-
slick in & purely militsery formeticnd Ayt ebout the final stops for dof ense, the
Cormunists end Kuomintang did not &3rces The formor insisted upon fighting to
the lest while the lattor insisted on retrecating es usuel after some amount of
figatings It is reported, however, that the insistence of the Kuomintang on

finally abandoning Hankow prevailed upon the rests

. .l‘.]'l'?'.:—lpﬂ#‘ﬁ:ﬁb‘m.hl'kh.mik -
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Chianz Kai-shek drew two defense lines for Henkow and Wuchang -- an outer cnd
an inner ones. The outer line ran from Kushih in the west of .nhwei Province
through Yingshan, Taihu end [{iuxkiong, O Nanchenze. st Ifushih, Yingshan and in
thoir environs the Hupeh, Szechwan and vunnan apraies were pested, vhile at Kiukiang,
Nenchang end in their neighbourhcod viere posted the five divisions of the newly
organized Xwantung Jrmy besiacs wore +han 100,000 troops gaethered from Kiangsi and
Hunen. The inner defense line ran from 'Tushengkwen hrough Mzcheng and Huangkeng
to Echeng, end was defended by tho Hunan arny aewly crcated by Chang Chih~Chung,
Chiof of Hunen. Jnd most of tho Ceriral wrmy wus raporsed to heve been gathered
under the commond of Chen Cheng arcund Wutheoug and Iensow, defending the Peiping-
Hankow Reilway at tho seetion beuwecn lianzkow ond Mushengkwan, and tho Canton-
Hankow Railwey at the scetion between Wuchang end Changsha, But the outer line had
clready been broken through by the Japanosc of fonsivesa,

L0 O

Jepan's objective in attacking “uchang and Honkow lics not so much in the
toking--thoush important in i tgelf--of those biz political end militery footholds
of thoe Nationelist Government, as in tho pursuit of the two vitel results to be
produccd by the Chicng Ko i-ahek Government's rotrect into the interior and be-
comin: & mora local power. Onc of them is the opening to be medo for the estrangce
mont of the Communiszts from the Huominteng by guttiny the so-cclled red route and
isolebing cach sphere of influence I rom the othore The other is thé possibility
for disappointing the Fowers by the dogenerotion of the Nationel Government iato &
petty local regime snd caousing them to sive up their support of ite

Thaeae two ore the fundemental objectives of Jepen in this campeoizng though
tharo ura minor motives such as destroyioz the utility for the Chincsc of the
Canton-Hankow Reilway, ond securing the sconomic and militcry utility of the
Yonetzo ficng for the Jepanseso. i
_ Let us consider the first objective, Tha Communists, es I have soid wfore,
stronszly insisted upon defending Wuchang cnd ‘lankow to the léét. The Hsin Hue Jih
Peo, & Hankow Carmunist pepar: published under tiv joint sigoeturc of suen lauding
Corruni sts os Chon Sgo-yu (dWang: min). Chou Fal -lai, &.ad Ghiu.?ang-hsiun (Pudku), an
opinion regerding %the third stoga of resistence'. Tha gist of it 18 us Followsi

"The Spanish pecple held IMedrid, thoir copital, cgoinst thelir onemy for
two yeor's, Wy cen't the brave labourers ond soldiers of Wuchanz and Hankow
dafond their oities? The crucial point is vhether or not wa take uctusl _
defcnsive steps, end not whether we erc in a position to defend the cities or
note

"The mogt imnortenat fecter towork througzhout "the thirc etage of resistance"
is tho politicel end sconomic power of {Tuchang end Hankow. The success or
Puilure in the defense of tha two ciiies proectly offects not only the third
stoze of resistence but the nome and foreign arfeirs of Chine horselfs
Consaguantly, the third stage of raesistunce is closely knit with the course

of this cefenses.
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iThereupon Kre Butler, Vice-Minister of Forcisn iffairs, roplied: "This pro-
plem, together with others is to be tilkad over in the coming sonversation b etween
5ir Robert Croigie, smbessador to Japan, and Jonunese Toreign Main.eber UXKI, and
its outcome i3 hoped to make elear to us zhe sirncarity of the statements of the
Cnponese Government. Our Governmenht has never taken any step to weaken tne resist-

ne power of Chiang itai-shek'!s Government agurinst jeprn, end tho fact that ouwr gover
ont has not introduced a bill making it possivle to sdvonce loens to tho National-
ist Covernment docs not mean that it r efuscs to help them."

Premier Chamberlein, after éxplaining his rozson sor ithholding permission
rzainst the edvance of loons to China, soidis MOtie> nmethods of aid arc now under
consideration. British rignts ond interosis in China ere so old and aextensive that
-0 ernrnot allow them to be lost. So we vill resort to overy means 1o defend them.
‘Then a prospect opens for sure success, our Gevarmmont will not hesitete to take
some mcasure to step hostilities in tho Fer Rpst."

The practical demanls that Britein is meking of Jepan &t present arcl TFrce
pussage of the Yargias for her ships, rchudvilitetion of the British steff in such
leascd reilways as the Shanghai-Nenking, TientsinePukow and Peiping-Shanhaikven
Roilway, payment of the bond intorests, r-opening of the British fuctories in the
Jcpanese occupied arca, etoe.

Tust now the Ugzeki-Craigie conversation {s under woy with close public atten-
tion et home and gbroads

.8 for Goermen influence in Chine, we cen Bay SO much that Genercl FaulkenhouseL
and other militery edvisers who Wer2 robots, o8 it were,; the contradiction lying
botween the Germen national policy end tha tenacious pursuit of German merchants
after commerciasl interests in China in the sple of munitions &nd others, have
finelly left their posts.

Fronch and Russien military instructors erc said to have taken their pleces.

IV

Carried out in such circumstences as the rbove, the attock on Hankoir will be
sure to merk an important period in the Sino-Jrnpenese hostilities. But at the time
ohen Henkow is ebout to fell, the Russo--Japenese border dispute has suddenly come
.p with eggreveting force and has cast & new light upon the situation,

45 we all knov, it is a serious border fight :raged eround Changpenfenz betweel
Tapen end Russia since July 1. /fter unseccessful negotictions, &a fierce battle
7a8 Tought around Shacheofeng end Chenzpenfeng on July 29-31. On Jugust 1, some
Russian eirplanes flew over and bombed Koreen and Menchurian border-lands where
fierce fighting is still goinz on et present,

Since the Menchurian Incident, cé&ses of Russo-Jepanese border dispute have
heen innumereble, but none has been rmore serious than the present one. The case 1k
so eriticel that there is no knowing when & WEr i1l breek out between the two
countries. It is possible that this dispute may devclop in such a direction &8 te
coupletely change the rhases of the China Inec:ident.
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Concerning this border dispute, some suspect, from the close Russo~Chinese’

-,1ations, the working of some coopera%ive errangenents between the two countries

. this crucinl mement. This suspicion seems well grounded when we consider the
sove-described importance of Hankow in Russia's Chinese policies as well as in
;.c policies of the Chinese Comnurists especially at this juncture when the city
s gbout to fell. 4 further thought may lead us to conclude that the political
-pisis in Rurope, caused by the guick advance of tne Germans in Czechoslovakia,
iavinz been alleviated by the recsnt 4ngio-German understanding, it temporarily
allowed Russia to act more freely in the Far East. Or some may attribute this
«“urn of tide fundementz=lly to a British policy to restrain Japen.

5till others iry to explain that this 18 an atvtempt of the Russl an Government
axternally to divert the attention of the peonle from Stelin's too rigorous purges,
vhich might otherwise result in internal unrest end conflict, or that this is a
Russian dciorstration aguinst the cese of 3rd General Lushkow (TN: phonetic) who
recently escaped from Russia to the protectlon of the Japancese Governmonte

The writer. howaver, would like to take it as a mero border dispute, though a
rather complicatud one, limitcd to the atfected rogion which both parties are
fizhting to occupy, cach believing end claiming it as their owne

But from the gencral objective tonditions of tho presont Russo-Japancsc re-
letions wo cannot pass it over as a merce local border dispute. It centails guestion:
of critical naturc,

Every Japencse is deply intorested in, end anxious asbout, the developments of
Russo=-Japancsec r elations,

At the boginning of this aticle, the writer has said that the Japanese &as a
whole are vory quiet just now, so quiet that tho writor cannot help feeling uneasy
about it. PFrobtably the Japsnesc pacple a'e beginning to realize the seriousness of
the situstion they erc confronted with. Their apperent calmness is not a mere

sign of their rcsignation but something more deeply rooteds
Many of us will quite agrec with a certein radical political loader who said

to the writer:
"Tt seems that e kind of apathetic resignation is prevailing among the present-

sy Japonase youth. I fcel depresscd not to hear them discuss foreign or internal

ocial guestions vigorously."
Bo that as it may, it is most important for the Jepanese public to know the

ceriousness of their present circumstances, for in doing So, they can necver be
vain-glorious, 7#e firmly belicve thet they will in time rise from the present

-haos with their own means of solution for this erisis. They will then surely
display their genuine courage toward theilr heme and foreign questionse.
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