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At 0900(X), 23 February, 1945, Licutcnant Ae Je KHUDSOH, UsSeHeie,
with Lieutenant(jg) Be Go HOLLINBECK, UeSelleRe, as his wingman, took
of f from CVB=81, to become group £1ight leader of twelve planes,
consisgting of 4 « VI from CVE«3T7, 2 = VI from CTR-80, and 4 « VF
from CVE=5T. Three of the VI each sarricsd 3 - 500 # 8P boubs plus
aight 5" HE rockets, which two carried 10 - 100 # G bombs plus rockets
and one carried only 7 - 100 J gP bombs plus rockets. The s8ix VF
has 50 cal. Q.frly-

After rendegvous was affected, the group proceeded to the target
agea over IO JliA. £t 1025(K) orders were given by GRORGIA 1, the
air eccordinator, Bo hit gun positious small buildings, end personnel
on top of and on the side of the ridge in areas 199 X, F, A and Ly, G,
B, GREORGIA 1 led Lieutenund KNUD30ON end one VI in & 36 to W dummy
run and fired a rocket to poin® out the target. Upon rogaining altitude
1isutenant KNUDSON lad his sntire group in on ©hé target starting av
about 3000' and pulling out at 1000', Naval punfire was coming into
the area at the time, and a lower pull ocut would have besn unnecessarily
dangerous, though on oerlior and later missions many ot the planes over
the island were pulling out as low as 2001 .

As soon as the planes could regain altitude after sach run, they
would go down in another, kespiny the area under almost constant fire

until nearly 211 bombs and famun ition hai been expendsd.

At 1105(X) the mission was completed aad the plansa returned o
their respective basese.

§o AA was observed, but a short time later over this same RKIS&

@@ORGIA 1 was hit (probably light AA) and wa forced to return to basde
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1ieutenant KNUDSON's oulboard starboard gun jammed, as did the
inboard starboard gun of tisutenant( jg) HOLLENBECK. The causc Was
andesermined.

Lisute ACI Offs VC=T7T X %o NEWELL, Lisutenant

RANK AND DUTY DATE

"'Acting Commanding Officer
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