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U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY RESTRICTER
* (Pacific)
APO 234 C/0 PM, SAN FRAWCISCO

HEADQUARTERS

- INTERROGATION NO. 352 PLACE: Kyeto
DATH: 9 Nov 45

DIVISIui QF ORIGIN: Military Analysis.
SUBJECT: JAAF 30th Flying Group (Sento Hikoshudan).
PERSONNEL INTZRROGATID AND BACKXGROUND:

Maj Gen wIYOSHI -~ Single engine fighter pilot, 30 years in Army;
C of S, 5th Flying Div, Rangoon, Burma, Aug 42 - June 43; established Hi-
tachi Training Flying Div at Mito, Honshu, originally as a branch of
Akencgahara Training Flying Div, in 1943; instructor on air operations at
Army Military Academy (hikusun Dai Gakko); CG, 1l2th Flying Div, Ozuki, Yama-
guchi ken, June 44 - Mar 45; CG, 30th Flying Group (Sento Hikoshidan), Mar
45 until end of war,
WHERE INTERROGATZD: Japanese Liaison Office for U,S. Sixth army
INTERROGATOR: Capt Chalmers . Roberts, aC
INTERPRETEZR: Capt Dow Parkes, Ml

ALLIED OFFICERS PRESENT: S/Ldr Edward #. Bloxhan. (RAF) MI
1st It Donald Meiklejohn, MI

SUMMARY ¢

Offensive plans of JAAF in S Kyushu against Allied landings;
regular and suicide units involved; plan for mass suicide attack on
16 aug 490.
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Interrogation o 352 Contd
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Interrogation

Q. Where were the Hq of the 50th Flying Group when you joined?
"A. Tokyo.

G. They returned to what place from the Philippines?

A, rKyushu; later Ibaraki Keb and then Tokyo.

&. How many men came bdack?

A. I don't know — not so many.

Q. Why was it called a Hikoshudant

A. It was intermediate between a Flying Div and an Air Army.
. Had the same distinction been used before? In 19427

A. 10 - the unit then called a Hikoshudan was what becane an air Army and
was quite different.

«. What mission was assigned you by Air Hq (Xolu Horbu)?
A. Not from Xoku Hombu, but from Imperial GHY (Daihonei).

4o who issued your orders?

A. The Air General aArmy (Koku Sogun) to prepare attacks against Olzinawa.

a2

w. Your mission was not defensivel?
A. No.
Q. When did you go to Kyushut

A. In May, I think.,All our records in Tolgyo were burned.
Q. You took command after 1 aprilf?
A. TYes.

Q. What units were under your command?
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Interrogation No 352 Contd

A. I forget - about 500 planesj about 50 independent units (ground service) -
5 offensive fighter Flying Regts - about 40 or 50 Specdal Attack Units (TOK~
KOTAI); the individual Flying Regts chanzed from time to time, but there were

v always about 5; in Tokyo we had the 1l6th Flying Brig, but left that behind
when we went to Kumamoto, 24 June. We were at Kumamoto until 15 august.

Q. What other Flying Brigs did you cormand?

A. I commanded the 43rd and 5g9th Flying Regts in Kyushu.
‘ Q. How about the 71lst, 7z2nd, and 73rd Flying Regtsl?

A. Not in Kyushu.

Q. Nor earliert
A. They were under the 16th Flying Brig.

w. Did you command the Slst and 52nd Flying Regts in Tokyo?

A. les,
W. And the 200th Flying Regt?

A. 1 don't recall.

Q. You always had five Flying Regts?

A. From two or three to five.

G. Always fighters?

A, Yes - to provide cover for Special Attack Units;

Q. Had you recce planes?

A. Yes - one independent Flying Squadron (Dokoritsu Hikochutai).

Q. How meny Special aAttack Units?

A, About forty or fifty — some had only one pilot, some had only two -
cenerally, they had six planes; when first set up, they were supposed tO
have twelve planes.

. Q. Do those figures include reserve planest

A. At the end of the war, six planes and two or three reserves constituted
. the standard.

Q. What plane types were employedt

A. Some trainers -~ some very good combatl types.
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INTS a0 GaTION . 352 (GUNT!D)

G. Were you responsible for the defense of Kyushu egeinst Allied
air sttecks?

A. We never thought of defense.

Q. Mo intercention 2gainst Allied ottecks wes cerried out?

A. Vhile I wes ot Ozuxi (as CG of the 12th Flying Brig) I used to
send up plenes to 10,000 meters using oxXygen = I myself went up
once or twice e month.

Q. Who dcfended your fields (in Southern Kyushu)?

A. No one -~ we would have lost too meny planes: We depended on Ad,

G. What were your rclations with the 6th Alr Army?

A. In Tokyo I wes not undur the 6th aAlr army; I wes undor the 6th Alr
army after we moved to Kumemoto. In central and S. Kyushu, we had
400 plencs whose main mission was to prepere for ettecks acaeins?d
Allied forces in Okinawa area: Lowever, shortly before the war's
end, e steff officer came to Hq from Tokyo with an order thet
those (suicide) attack preparations be cnded &% once end that 1
prepare et once for suicide sttacks in defense of S. Kyushu against
Allied landings by the e¢nd of Scptember. I wes to be reedy by
then, though the landing might be leter.

G. How meny Special atteck Units had you sent out before then?

A. Nane.

0. Did you reccive eny orders from Gen Sugewsre (CG of 6th Air Army)?

A, No stteck orders.

G. Did you heve any conferences with Sugswafa?

A. Yes, I did go to Fukuoka.

G. were ell the sttecks sgeinst Okinawa carried out by the 6th Air Armyt

A. Yes. On 12 Augzust, e steff officer from the 6th Air Army ordcred
me to carry out snti-shipping ettecks off Okinawa &t dawn 16 Oct
("ae soon as possible," seid the ordcrs). I plenned to use 110
plenes, including my own: About helf the vlenes were to be trein-
ors. This order was transmitted by a steif officer of the 6th Air
Army who had hesrd rumors of obcece moves 1in Tokya.

Q. Where did the orders originetel

A. I don't know,

G. Wwho was the staff officcr?

A. He is & very intimete friend - please permit me the privilege of
no enswer.

(. Why did he tell you ebout thie? It was en order?

ST Al Ol

Whet per cent were treiners?

Most were treincrs - the better unite were essigned to ettack
Okinawa.

Did you commend ettack groups (KOGEKI SHUDAN ) ?
I waes CG of them. I hed three of them, #% Chiran, Miyekonojo, end

Kikuchi. There olso were Speciel Atteck Units et dispersel erces,
but none et Navy fields.
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A. Yes, it wes en order: I intonded to lead the sttack myseli.

Q. Why?

A. The men were ordered to die - their morele reouired thet 1 go, too.
Q. You thought the wer wee sbout to end?

A. I didn't think sbout thet at 211 -~ it wee en order end I wes cerry-
ing it out - 28 I corried out the order for the wer's end.

Q. Why did you not weit for the defcnse of Kyushu to go on a2 'suicide
mission?

A. The textbook of the Specisl Atteck Unite (TOKKOTAI) requires that
the commender die with his men.

Q. VWhy in that particular 2tteck? Were you personelly ordered out?
Did you plan to g0 becesuse you thought the war ebout %o end ?

A. The ottack wes, in foct, prrt of the "Ketsu" defcnse operations
spainst allied lendings, I regerded this long-range atteck es
best, though othere preferred to weit until the ships were nesr
Kyushu. The problem wees discussed in the 6th air army end 2tv
Tokyo. The first ordor wes to prepere for Kyushu defense, out
the 12 sugust ordcr chenged thet to dircct the Okinawe atteck es
soon as possible - to etteck ships shown by our recce plenes 10O
muzber 300: I sct dawn on 18 auvguet as the time,

Q. How meny 2dditional Speciel attecx Units (TOKEUEnI) did you expect
to come to Kyushu before sn allicd lending?

A, & steff officer in the 6th Alr Army told me there would bec aboudb
2,000 JA.T end 1,500 JNAF Speciel atteck plenes in "Kotsu" opera-
tions. I don't know if thet's true.

G. Whst were your rcletioms with the Nevy?

A. There wes no control - only cooperation: Thc commends were scperete
but excheanged steff officers - the 6th Air Army exchenged with
the 5th Air Fleet (Hq et Kenoye; snd ~ftor bombing, ot Oita) - the
Vice C of S, Aoki, of the 6th Air Army, wes with the S5th &lr Jlect.

Q. Wes the 5th Air Flect to rcmein 2t Oita?

A, I don't know exactly.

Q. When you moved to Kumemoto, did you plen to continue treining of
Special Attack Units?

A. I left 2t Tolkyo 211 the units which I could for treining - only
my Hq moved to Kumemoto: The only treining cerricd out in Lyushu
consisted of one hour cerly in the morning 2nd onc hour in the
evening of test flying end diving.

Q. Eow meny of your forty to fifty Soeciel atteck Units were sctuslly
in Lyushu?

A. about helf - thc best remeined in Tokyo.
Q. Were you nendicepped oy a shortege of gesolinel
s, When I commended the 12th Jlying Div, I hed twenty hours e month

for treining Speciel aAtteck Units. In & yeesr, thet wes reduced
to four hours & month.

Q, Eow were your meintensnce units disversed?

A, lMost of them went with their units to Kyushu - esch served =
speciel type of eircreft.
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Did you plen to move them a1l to Kyushu?

Most.

Were you satisfied with the meintenence work?
No.
Why?

The meintenance personnel were unskilled; we 2lso lecked perts
and thet kept us from the use of older plenes - the serviceadbllity

rate for Special Atteck Units wes never more then 50% snd generelly
20% in Kyushu.

You were once in the United States?

Yes, a2bout 13 years 2go; in Washington, D.C. as essistent Militery
Atteche in 1938 with Seito. He wes our best smbessedor to the U.S.,
end had ne been s#live, I think this wer would not heve hapvened.

when did you first begin to hesr peece rumors?

ot more then two or three days before the war ended. I wes very
surprised. My young officers would not delicve 1%, Seven officers
of Speciel atteck Units committed here. keri at Chiren, end otlers
flew off 5o coumit ewicide. I have heera adwmirel Ugeki did so -
probebly iV is trus. I don't know exsetly.

Heve you en; textbooks of the Sveciel atteck Units?

No, they were 211 burned: the book seys thet the commender of

2 unit goes with his men, #s =ccording to tae vilot's book of the
fth &lr army; Sugewers sleo wes going to do so.

Whet do you think of Tominege (1t. Gen. Tominege, Kyoji, CG of
the 4th Air Army in the Philipoines, dirccted suicide =ttecks in

the Philipwvines, but himself esceved to JzoPn end Menchurie)?

I don't like him: he is timid snd »rodsbly now 2 vrisoner of the
Pussisne.

Wh=t did you think of the Sveciel atteck Unlt 2s @ tzcticel weepon?
I have meny thoughts on thet, three hours worth! Their s»irit is
duty to the Bmoeror. They were 21l voluntery =t first, but leter
it wes mede comvulsory #nd thet wes bed,

wherc did the voluntcers come from?

Educcted in Shiken Gekiko (army Air Acedemy) #nd =t first, in the
Philippines, they were meinly officers. In Okinawe, they were
meinly WCO's who hed dcea ordered out end their quelity wae not

80 good. Verious unit commenders formed Speciel atteck Units in
schools 2nd Flying Hegts. In eime, all members were officers.
Some Flying Regts were entirely converted to Special atteck Units?
No, only & pert would be such units. Wwhen I wes at the 1l2th rly-

ing Div, I esked for volunteers. I got six from one unit end
¢ight from others.

Did you use skilled pilots to operste Speciel atteck treiners?
I used some vilots with 2,000 houre flying tine.

Waen't thet westeful?

Yes, it wes, but I couldn't stop it. 1 didn't keep eny men from
volunteering, though I did try to dissusde some of them.

”~
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Q. Where did the men come from who were ordered into Svecial attack
Units? =

A, Treining schools 2nd 211 units including treining flying units
(Rensei EHikotei).

Q. Hed your regulsr treining for Flying Divse stovped just before the
wer's end?

A. Yes, normel treining hed 2bout stovoed. Almost 211 thet remeined
wes Specisl atteck treoining.

Q. When you went to Kyushu, did you plen to use Specizl attack Unitds
et night?

A. Yes, but the skill of the units wes insufficient. My hersvy bombers
could etteck at night.

G. Would you heve used the Special Atteck plenes in Ketsu operetions
(definse of Kyushu) et night?

a. Yes, by moonlight, within fifty Km of the cosst.
Q. H=d you nevigetion eids - lighte end redio?

A. Yes, the guide vplenes (hesvy bombers) would leed, not e Soeciel
Atteck plene; these guide plencs belonged to e Speciel atteck Unit,
not # reguler Flying Regt.

KOTE:

Follawing the formel interragstion, Gen MIYOSEL voluntucred
thet he hed 2 number of idces on the Specirl Atteck Units, s£nd he wes
cgked to explein them informelly, |

MIYOSEI seid thet the idees of comvulsion in forming such
units was wrong ond wes one ith which he could not egrec. When the
Svcciel attesck Units were comwosed of volunteers they got cspsble pilots,
but compulsion, following lossaes, hed lowered the stenderd of their
efficiency. The idce of ordering men into such units did not in his
view a2ccord with the orincivles on which they were originelly formed.

when esked where ond when the ides for their use originested,
he intimeted thet vhen the Prince of Weles vwes sunk, an accidentel
crashing hed opened up the possibilities of such ettacks as bolng more
effective than the orthodox tyve. The most critical phase of the war
wes ot Leyte (and it was here MILOSEI. thought the wer was lost) end
consequently itwes nztursl that they should endeavor here to meke use
of their most effective weapon. But in the Philippines it wes 2 volun-
teer force.

This statement by MIYOSEL wee followed by & remerkedbly im-
pessioned end emotional pessage which resulted in the shedding of teers
by the Gencral. The substance of the pessege was as follows:

He, like hie men, wes fully icbucd with the spirit
of Sushido. EHe hed becn essigncd the mission of preper-
ing his Coummend for "Ketsu". The offensive plenned
for aAugust 16th wes an cseentiel pert of that progran.
In the Speciel Atteck code of procedure it was leld down
thet the Commender should leed his men into the ettack,
Conseouently,he vnlenned on the 16th to leed the suicide
stteck of some 110 eircraft himsclf. Le wes rercy to
sacrifice himsclf et this stegc 2nd to carry out the or-
ders he hec received from hie suverior »nd to die for the
Empcror. Then crme the order celling off the etteck end
the end of the wer. As it wre the order of the Emvcror,
he sew to it that his officcrs end men comvlied. 3Dut
therc had since becn much unjust end unreesonsble criti-
cism of the Army which hsd resmlted in victimizetion
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thet wes not mcerited.

"] wes rcedy 28 2 soldier to die, to give my life.
The Emperor snnounced the defeat of Jepen end the ond of
the wer. Very well, as # soldier I obey. But if the
Emperor orders me into fight egein, 1 cannot dg L.
(It wes =t this voint thet the Generasl broke down and
ceried.)

In response to further questions about his views, he intime-
ted thet he thought it wes opportune for the Emperor to ebdicrte since
he, himself, signed the rescript thet brought war to Jepan. Incident-
ally, wIYUSEI thought thet Generel Tojo wee"e very bed men.'

If United Stetee troops were to withdraw quickly, he szid,
Jepsn would return forthwith to Zeibatsu snd Gumbatsu end the old re-
cime. It would need, in hie view, a new seneretion to bring abdoutv a
chenge #nd to thet end he belicved allied occupetion should lest Ior
g generetion (i.e¢. for 20 to 25 yeers).

wI1USEI seid thet since the cepitulation, the Government's
trestment of the army wes unfeir end bzd. Before the wer ended, the
prestige of the army had been high. 3But now, 211 sorts of melicious
stories #nd discriminstory treetment of demobiliecd soldicrs were
bringing the Army into diercoute snd the Generel cited the cese of his
Adjut=nt, e rescrve officer, who hed been refuscd his old job 2t Tokyo
Imperiel Univereity snd wes now "uncmployed." Since the army ceme
under the direcet control of the Emoceror ond conscouently, reflected
his suthority, it wee 2 bed thing thet the service ghould be so smesr-
cd. But MIYOSHI did not bdbleme the Emperor.

Those who re2lly deserved the rebuke were the oD fov -
the Gumbrtsu. H“ITOSEI sgrced that the Zeibateu should be broken un.
But the Gumbatsu was the Zeibatsu - they were, to 2ll intents, the
game pcoplce.

MIYUSEI did not think the prescnt government wes good. 1%
wes more burceucratic then the Militery itself. Agein, 1t wes & case
of the top few pcople wiclding the power.

The order of August 12th wes given to MILOOEI personelly
by a Steff Officer of the 6th Alr Army. NMIYOSEL did not mow whe ther
or not the order originsted in Tokyo, but the visiting Steff Officer
cave him to understend thet there was telk going on 1in Tokyo of &
possible perce move. The instruction he reccived was to mzke the
sttack as soon 28 possible. He planncd to cerry out the reid on aug-
ust 16th end reconneissance hed ehown e lerge concentrstion of shioping
ot Okinawe. He, himsolf, would lesd the sttzcks whicnh were to Dpe
dirccted e2geinst the ships.

An 2ttempt was mede by the interrogetors 1o determine
whether 41iuSHEI plenncd to go on this prrticuler suiclde mission bo-
ceuse of the peece rumors he sdmitted heering, but ne would not give

thet 2e o rceson. The following questions were reised in the in-
terrogetors! minds:

1. Did «liuSHI, 4n fect, reelly cvar plsn such en stteck
by-his Plangs with himself a member? Interrogetors thought he pro-
bebly did, but that in retrospect he wes enlsrging on the plen.

_ 2. Wes the mission plenned in conjunction with officers
in the 6th &ir army who were frightened by the neece telk end who
wished tQo pull off e mase stteck to demonstrete to those sttexpting
to meke peece that the army Air Force could still veck e punch? In-

tfrrOgators thought this ouite likely and they consider MILudHL emo-
tionelly in esccord with eucn enti-peace 9fficers.
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3. Wes the mission plenned beczuse the officers felt
peace wes ineviteble and they wished %0 ptrike one final glorious
blow? Interrogatore thought this also was quite likely end possibly
more likely than #2 above. ’

No sstigfectory reply wes received to eny of these questions.
MIYOSHI, like most of the JAaF generals interrogefed im the
field by this field team, stated thet when hies present work is over

he intends to take ouietly to ferming. He stated that glevey of hig
neer reletives were killed ¢t Hiroshima, ,
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