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HEADQULRTERS
U.Se STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC) |
C/0 POSTM:i3TER, Si! FR.NCISCO
INTERROGATION NO. (USSBS 440) PLACE: TOKYO. _
N4aV. NO. 94 DuTE: 21 November 1945,

Division of Origin: Naval snelysis Division.

Subject: Japanese army Alr Force - NEW GUINIL area,
Personnel interrogated and background of each:

Colonel KANEZKO, Rinsuka, I.J.A., from December 1941 to January
1942 he was with the Japanese Embassy in PERU; from August 1942 to
JTune 1943 he was attached with the Army Air Headquarters in TOKYO;
‘rom July 1943 to August 1943 on the Staff of 8th Area Army at
ABAULjs August 1943 to September 1944 with the Fourth Air Force Staff
(Supply) at RABAUL: September 1944 to January 1945 with the MANILA
irmy Alr Depertement (Maintenance)j; April 1945 to August 1945 with
the Army Affeirs Ministry at TOKYO; August 1945 to the present Colond
KANEKO is with the Military Affeirs Bureau of Arnmy Ministry.

Where interviewed: Room 748, MEIJI Building.
Interrogator: Commander T. H. MOORZR, U.S.N.
Interpreters Lt., Comdr, Seymore MILLSTEIN, USNR.
|
SUMMARY
Colonel KANEKO discusses the formetion, the operation end the

destruction of the Fourth Air Army which was based in NEW GUINZA fro-

July 1943 until July 1944, By thot time it was almost completely
destroyed,
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le When the Japanese Army Alr Force initially moved into NEW GUINEA,
‘hat forces were planned for that area and where werc¢ they to be lo-
rated?

» The Fourth Air irmy Headquarters at RaBAUL controlled the 6th and

th Air Divisions. It was planned to base the 6th Air Division princ-
rally at WEWLK and the main strength of the 7th ALir irmy Division at
T, with about a third of its strength at AMBON and related air fields,
s of 10 ALugust 1943, one=third of the Fourth Alr ..rmy strength was in’
«BAUL and two-thirds at the above fields. The original plan was to
“ve advance staging fields at TSURUBU, LiE, SaLiMaU, MADaNG, ALEXISHa-
.Ne Main operating air fields in the NEW GUINEi aArea were to be at
«M54, WEW.K, BUT, #ITuPEe HOLLANDIA, according to original plan,wasa
nxiliery field to be used for withdrawal purposes. Xach of the above
ncalities had cwo airfields with the exception of Lik,S54LAM.LUA and
4£DuNG and the two fields at AITAPE which weren't operational until
he end of 1943, In addition to the above there were two fields at
4.NUS I land in the uDMIRLLTIES. Overall strength of the Fourth 4Air
rmy woe as follows: 6th ailr Groups strength - 5 fighter air grours
ontaining 36 planes cachj; three reconnaissance squadrons-12 planes
~chy and three bomber groups=36 planes each: total 324 planes., This
ntire strength was at WEW4K., . 4t BUT the 7th 4Air Division had one re-
orinaissance squadron-l12 planes, two fighter groups-36 planes e:zch,

id two bomber groups-36 planes each; total 156 planes. The 7th had
he remalnder of its strength mainly at sMBON which consisted of one
ighter group-36 planes, and one reconnaissance squadron-12 planes,

.« bombing group-36 planes., Between 10 August 1943 =nd 20 September
¢ entire strength of the Fourth ifiir irmy moved to NEW GUINEs from
.B+UL and &4MBON with headquerters at WEWiK., Except for a smell main-
cnence unit and a small transport plane unit, the 6th Division moved
ts entire strength from RiBuUL to WEWaK., However prinr to 7 July

nere were 12 reconnaissance planes in R.uBaUL attachrd to Wighth area
rmy, Therec were no planes in N&ZW GUINEAL at that time because no

telds were rcady. The Fighth Area.army commenced moving to RaBaUL by
- nugust 1942 and betwecn that date and 7 July 1943, they kept moving
rces into RaBiUL, and between. fiugust 10th and September 20th this

rength moved gradueclly to WEWaK. During the same period the 7th
Lvision strength was moved from the CELEZEBIZS and LMBON to WEWAK.

During the time the 6th iir Division was in.RuBLUL attached to the
¢th anrea Lrmy, whet misslons did they fly7d~
,"The 6th .iir Division's duties were cooperation in the GU.D:#LCaNuL
nerations and providing air cover to convoys going between SOLCMONS
1d RiBAUL aend between NEW GUINE:. and RuaBaUL,

;« After the Fourth Alir Army was fully activated in August 1943, for
T.at general area was 1t responsible?

s At the beginning the Fourth Air Army, with headquarters at WEWAK,
herated under Eighth Area Arnmy aBd was responsible for the NEW
iIINEA Area east of longitude 140°E, In November 1943 the 7th Air
Jvision was withdrawn to AMBON and although still attached to the
ourth Air Army it was controlled operationally by the Second Area
rmy at MENADO, This move was made 1n order to assist the Navy 1n
rotection and patrol »f the CELEBES area, At this time the 23rd
'eval Air Flotilla in KENDaRI had been greatly weakened because most

{ the strength had been sent to RABAUL to replace heavy losses 1in
e SOLOMONS ALrea.,

By 25 March 1944 the losses at WZWLK was such that the Fourth
ir Lrmy moved its hezdquarters to HOLLaANDIA and less than one month
ter (15 April), when the invasion of HOLLALNDIA4 app::red inminent,
he headquarters were moved to MENADO, It was at this time that the
~urth Air .irmy, less the 6th Air Division which was completely des-
Toyed 1n phe HOLLANDLi operctions, reported to the Second urea Lrmy,
in assumed responsibility for all operetions in NEW GUINEA,

r
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Q. Then after 1ns} of HOLLnNDIh the' dnly Apny »air forces remnaining
JTere aéssligned to the 7th Lir Div1sion at AMBON?

-« Yes, with the exception of a few utility aircraft at WEWaK, that

is true, The 6th iAir Division was physically destroyed and then de-
cctivated, The number of ALrmy aircraft oper:ted in the NEW GUINEA

nree efter HOLLANDIA was cbout 50, The 7th iir Division also had 50
plenes in the CELZEBES ares, |

0 hfter loss of HOLL&NDI4, how was it nlenned to use Army eircreft
in NEW GUINEA?

i The original plan provided for 7th 4Lir Division to Oporgted

from sMBON and 6th Air Division to operated from BI.K, However, the
oth wes destroyved and the iAmericans moved so fast we were forced to
change the plans, The Fourth Air Army at MENADO operating through
che 7th Al D1v151on ot &lMBON, BILK used fields at NOEMFOOR, Sa0WI,

SulMaTi until NEW GUINTEL was completely lLosts 4after that planes were

flown from MzN.iDO through LOLLOBaT4 to attack yvour forces in NEW
LJUIT\I.L.JI L0

e When wes the Fourth Air Lrmy bullt back up to strengtn Lfter
losses in the NEW GUINE. Campaign?

ie.  Wnlle we were ot M NaDOy we got the order that informed us that
we would receive reinforcements; actually we didn't receive reinforce-
ment in MENLDO but in the PHILIP-INES. After the Fourth Air iLirmy
moved to the PHILIPPINES, its strength was built up to over 400 air-

craft, These aircraft were pructlcglly 2ll destroyed during October,
November and December of 1944, -

Qo WWhere did your reinforcements come from when the Fourth Lir army
28 bullt up in prepecration for the defense of the PHILIPPINES?

he Lbout two-thirds from CHINA and JLPaAN and one-third from SINGa-
PORE, BURMaA end DUTCH E..ST INDIZS.

o What directive governed the Fourth Air 4Army defense of MOROTAI?
i We had orders to opercte nightly ettacks fron MLKASSLR and
MENADO in the defense of MOROTLI cond were supposed to carry out night.
- Ly @ttacks by fow planesg, Puc in Qotuglity due to weather conditions
cnd Lmerican alr activity only sorties of from one to four planes
rrere possible,.

D What were the primary targets during your defense of MOROT . I1?%

Eyo Our mission was to prevent the americens from completing their
~irfields,

Je  Did the Jecpenese defense of MOROTAL interfere with the reinforoa
ment of the PHILIPPINES?

Lie It didn't rcaelly interfere bececusec the defense of MOROTaAIl and
interferring with your alrfield construction was part of the PHlLlPe
PINE defense plens, Our idea was that the more we interfered with
vour fields at MOROTAL the eesier the PHILIPPINE defense would be.

X o iLfter the loss of NI'W GUINEA, what policy was in effect as to
the relative rOSponsibllity of the Army and Navy in the CELEBLES Area,
insofar gs alrcraft was concerned?

A The NEW GUINE.L Opereation vas an Army responsibility. BlaK Oper-
ation was an Arny and Navy job, -In the HALM&HERA Operatlion, Tne
Navy was supnose to have cooperated from DaVAO., In BORNZO che Naw:
had pno connection and it wes the Army planes in MENADO and KEWJDs&RI
that were primerily responsible for operations 1in that aresg,

e To go back to the carly operestions, who was responsible for thc

furnishing of suprlies to the .rmy force in NEW GUINEAL?

he The responsibllity for supplylng Army 4Llr Force 1n NiSW GUINEL
BoOTRICTID 440=3-
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changed with the period In the beginning of the war the supply
from JAPAN to the PHILﬁ%PINES was the -responsibility of Alr Head-
quarters in JAPAN and from the PHILIPPINES onward to the front line
bases the responsibility was that of units under the control of the
Fourth Air Army. From the beginning of 1944, there vas a dircct ailr
transport service set up from JAPAN and an c¢ffort was made to by-
pass the PHILIPPIN:IS. - | ; .

Qe At what time did the Japancsc abandon the practice of sending
large merchant vessels into NEW GUINZA? . |
A, The last vessel to come into WEWaK was 9 March 19445 thls was
sunk on the way back and no more came to WEWAK. During May, the las?
vessel to eome to MANOKWARI arrived and no more vwere dispatched 1o
the NEW GUINZA Aprea., Hovever, there were the sea trucks that came
down the coast of NEW GUINZA., The last of the small coest supply
vessels to operste around GEELVINK Bay was in July 1944 according to
s report by a secnior officer who walked up the cnast from HOLLANDIA.
Subsequent to that, there wvere ships supplying west of HALMAHERA and
I don't know what day they stopped.

2o What was the primery reeson for discontinuing the sailing of
large ships in the NEW GUINEA Area?

Ao Destruction of ships by American eircraft in NoW GUINEA Arce”
and by submearines northwest of NiIW GUINZA.

[) o Did the Army Air Force furnish alr coverage far thege trehnsport:
coming into_the NEW GUINLA Area? |
4. The pollcy was Lo provide air coverege toeonvoys within 125
milcs radius »f the port, but up to that pointsmall naval escort
yegsels dld the Jo0b.

{9 e fiere these eseorts designed to protect the ships against sub-
marine or eir attacks? : |

A From the Army point of view, thc coverage wes agolnst enemy
~irere®t., The Navy escort vessels protected sgeinst submarines.

s How many aircraft were normelly amployed 1n c2nvoy protection?
A

.- The number »f plones dispatched varied with the time £ngd place,
hpt the' most we ever sent Hut was 80 and severzl tinmes we sent group:
1 25, We slvays scnt out our full fighter strengtne.

£ During these opcrations 1in NEW GUINREA vhat wes your normal
sirereft svallability? '
i,  Up until April 1943 ebout 50% of aircraft on hand were in nor-
sl omeratinng subsequent to that time only abosut 25% of the total
~dnereft on heond vere in full operstion. This figure was cven lower
ce the WEY progresseda

e Name the order of importance of primary reasons 10T such a
large number of grounded aircraft. -

fio The tw- main reasons were: first, poor maintenance which ves
due to the poor equipment and lack of ~aintenance personnel which
155 resulted in high operational cccidents rates and second, the
lack »f pilots due t» illness., There wcre other causcs, but they
211 stem from thc above conditions. -

' @D

: o el G SR SRR e @ L Base o " o

(e Did.thée Fourth 4ir arny have en adequete §hpply of heavy cquilip-
ment necesscry to change engines and mcke major structural repeirs?
b i1though we had an cir depot at WEWLK and HOLL.iNDLi, equlivpment
wes verv.po:r cnd the satisfection we got from these repairs and re-
placement unlts was very small. Ve eould not move much heavy ficld
and shop equipmcnt bececuse OF inadequatc shippinge.
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Qe In regard to quality of the spare parts in the aircraft them=-
seclves, did you notice any marked decrease as the v¢r progressed?
L Yes, there was a marked decline in quelity of engine parts and
spare parts in general, The Zero MMark 4 had mnany operational &ac-

cidents due to» bad quelity of spere perts,

e What ratino of pllots to plaues did the Fourth Alr iArmy endecovor
to mecintain in the NEW GUINEL unrea?

he  hcecording to our standerd practice in a squadron of 54 planes,
ineluding reserve planes, we¢ would have about 48 pilots, However,
that was the idea and actually the figure was less in both categoric

Qo Did the proportion remain the same?

Figh No, the proportion changed. Actually nmany of the squadrons
would usually have less than their assigned number »f planes.

() o In other words, the number of pilots assigned eacn unlt would
remain approximetely the same, but the planes would change? '

Lo Yes, generally speaking, we usually had more pilots than planes
21though we lost many pilots through combat and sickness. i
Qe Give ¢ gecneral figure percentage »f cause’'of losses suffcred
through the NEW GUIN.4 Campalgne | |

L, During the preriod between May 1943 and April 1944 including
HOLLaANDIa Operstion, the losses were dlvided as follows: result of
aerial combat, 30%; destroyed on ground, 50%; opcrational losses,
20%. These are gencral figures only. I can rememberoccassions when
entire flieght faliled o e¢vi3e bzek, The figure wvaries wilith operation
conditions, For planning purpose it wes estinmcted that during big
operations 50% of the fighters, 40% of bombers and 20% transnirt
planes would have to be rcplaced., However, due to 1 production
and shipning and ferry losses this plen was not followed) ana con-
scquent, the NiW GUINEL 4Llr Force was destroyed.

Qo How do wou ac¢eount for the extremely high loss of direraft on
the ground? T

ise With mechinery end labor evailable, we were not able to provide
an erea large cenough to disperse our planes and had to keep them al’
in a narrov eosnfined aresz.s Also? low evellebility mentioned above
made 1t irmpossible to withdraw aireraft from tareatened flelds aiter
reselipt of werning of & possible sir attack,

Qe What type »f fmerican aircraft would you consider most effectiv
on attacks on the ground? 3 '

Eie That verics with the areca involved. Speaking for the NEW
GUINE~ hAree, I would say that the B-24's end B-25's were most ef-
fective, perticulerly the formation of 30 or more B-24's; also the

use of many smell bombs were cffective in this sort of operation.

Qe Did the Fourth 4lr army nmeke any perticular effort to attack
the imericen circraft sent out ageinst Japeanese shipping at night?
fos i, few night fighters were used to defend shipping in thc harbor
bat fa pieght proteetlon 5T convoy Wos 4one,

Qe Will you meke estimate as to the total number of alrcraft you
1ost in the NEW GUINZ. irea during the campalgn?

A From Adugust 1943 until HOLL«#NDI4 Operation, 4pril 1944, 1 would
gstimate 8 total loss of 800 planes.

Qo If it hed becn possible to receive supplies i the NoW GUINEA

ihrea by use of large ships, d2 you think the Fourth ilir .ir=y would
have been able to naintain suprenscy in that erea¥
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fie Yes, 1n my opini»n we feiled notv only because we recelved 1n=-
sufficient planes, but beccuse we did not have sufficient personnel

and heavy equipment to build proper sirfields and properly maintaln
wvhat planes we had, -

Qe Lt what tine was the last replacement cirecraft received 1n
EW GUINZEAL?

he In HOLLANDI., several days before the landing, we received a
few planes.

Qe When did airplenes cease comilng in o flow to the NEW GUINLL
E;.I‘ea? | , | | . '
.. About 10 ipril 1944, Jjust before the HOLL&NDIA lending.

Qe Prinr to thet time, did you receive the number they requested?
Lie They came regularly but ncver in quentity as planned.

Qe Were aircraft deliveries tn the Lir irmy in New Guinea made
via Rabaul or direct? |
Lo Prior to March 1943 aircraft were delivered by cerrier and

by air vie TRUK and RiBAUL; after that time they came direct fron
PHILIPPINTS and CELEBES,

Qe Why did the Japanese Nevy not oppose the invasion up the
ocorst of NEW GUINEA with a large force of combet ships?

L. Due to shortage of sea power, the defense plan was to attack
your landing with land-based aircraft. |

n. 4re you faniliar with the KON plan?

i YeSe
n. Did the Fourth alr irny endeavor to give air coverage in
i..cir approach to BIALK? |

b The Fourth i4ir Force which was based at SLMATE did the best
thevy could, but the force was SO small 1t was ineffective,

L) 5 iLire you femiliar with any ~f the a2ir operations during the
imorican invasion of T,RLKAN and BLLIKPAPAN?

s "here weren't many., There were SO few airplcnes, 1t was impos~
<:hie tn make eny worthwhile plane.

R Were there any wecknesses 1n the imerican attack nethods of
vour alr bases? S TR _

“. In my opinion, the rutstanding weakness weas that you alweys

L]

o . - ]
) £
L t; W Ir--'L g £ u

247 aked about 11 ofclock cnd we were able to antie’'pate your
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subject Jepanese /rmy Lir Force - NE'YT GUINEA Area,
Interrogation of: Colonel KLGEKO, Rinsuka, I.J.4,

Interrogetion by: Commander T, H. ifoorer, USN
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NUMBER OF AIRCRAFT AVAILABLE FOR OPERATIONS

MAXIMUM EFFECTIVE STRENGTH
250 AIRCRAFT (15 AUG. 1943)
250 21
FOURTH AIR ARMY HDQS. & SIXTH AIR
DIV. COMMENCES MOVE FROM RABAUL . LOSSES BY U.S. AIR ATTACK ON
TO WEWAK. SEVENTH AIR ARMY MOVE BUT AND WEWAK (I7-18 AUG.)
FROM AMBON TO BUT ;
225 |
6 TH AIR ARMY FULLY | ! U.S. INVADES LAE- SALAMAU (4 SEPT.)
ORGANIZED AT RABUAL 1
| | | |
200 I ; 1 { } : 1
I I l K \
e | LOSSES ON GROUND
| | AT WEWAK
| | U.S. INVADES | |
| FINCHHAFEN ]
| (22 SEPT) | |
l
|
150 | o US. INVADES |}——
| \_/ —{ ADMIRALTY ISLANDS
s (29 FEB. )
7T TH AIR DIV. WITHDRAWN
TO AMBON ( NOV.) j
125 4 TH AIR ARMY HDQSj
U.S. INVADES ARAWE (15 DEGC. ) '1‘!3"530552:“0‘:"&5“&——
& CAPE GLOUCESTER (29 DEC. ) (25 MARCH )
!
4 TH AIR ARMY MOVES HDQS
TO MENADO. REPORTS TO 2ND
AREA ARMY VICE 8TH AIR
AR A
e MY ]|5 PRIL )
U.S. INVADES HOLLANDIA 6 TH AIR
ARMY DESTROYED BY THIS TIME
‘ APRI S \
50
|
25 | U.S. INVADES BIAK ( 27 MAY )}——o
| | U.S. INVADES NOEMFOOR ( 2 JULY )
0 | s
JULY | AUG. | SEPT. | oCcT | Nov. | DEc. | JyaN. | FEB. | MAR | aPr | MaAY JUNE | JULY | AUG. | SEPT. | OCT. | NOv. | DEC. | UAN. | FEB MAR. | APR. | MAY | JUNE
1942 11943 1944
JAPANESE ARMY AIR FORCE ( NewGuinea Area ) ABNEX A
1I943-1944
. e ! INTERROGATION US.SB.S. NO. 44C
FOURTH AIR ARMY ( 6th & 7 th Air Div's.) i




