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HEADQUARTERS
HOKKAIDO MILITARY GOVERNMENT DISTRICT
APO 928

Report Control Symbel QGS-D |

28 April 1947

PREFECTURAL REPORT ON SURVEILLANCE OF NATIONAL ELECTIONS
House of Councillors 20 April 1947

l. HOKKAIDO PREFECTURE
(Men : 894,966

5. Number of registered voters (Women: 907,542

(Men 519,643

3, Persons actually voting for House (Women: 389,497
of Councillors candidates (Total: 909,140
Le Persons claiming franchise butl not
permitted to vote NONE
5., Number of surveillance teams oOn
election day L2
6, Number of polling places 2787 é
7. Number of polling places visited 587
8. Number of bgllot counting stations 298

9., Number of ballot counting statlons
visited 96

10. All candidates questionnaires are available at the offices
of the Hokkaido Screening Committeee.

11, No additional publicity given the fact that candidates

ST RS BT R TR L

offices.

12, Number of seats in House of Councillors from this pre-
fecture (execl. of Naticnal Constituency seats) 8

a. Number of candidates by parties:
(excl. of National Constituency seats)




Japan Liberal Party 6
Japan Communist Partiy 2
Japan Social Demccratic Party 3
Democratic Party 1
Peoples' Cooperative FPartiy 1

3

be Number of independent candidates:
(excl. of National Constituency
seats) 6
TOTAL 19

c. Number actually elected by parties
(excl. of National Constituency seats)

Japan Liberal Partiy

Japan Communist Party

Japan Social Democratic Parily

Democratis Party

Peoples! Cooperative Party
SUB-TOTAL

NNMOOMNMON

d. Number of Independentis elected:
(exel. of National Constituency seats) 4

TOTAL 8

e. Total number of votles cast for each partys
(execl., of National Constituency seats)

| Japan Liberal Party 267 , 547
f Japan Communist Party - 28,205
Jepan Social Democratic Party 175,816
Democratic Party 24,030
Peoples' Cooperative Parily 38,094
SUB-TOTAL 533,692
f. Total number of votes cast for

Independents (execls of National

Constituency seats) 292,417

Total number of valid votes cast 826,109

Total number of invalid voles cast 83,031
Total number of valid and invalid
votes cast 909,140

13, Women elected NONE

14 Number of pre~election campaign meetings held through=
cut prefecture:

a. By partiess:’




Japan Liberal Party 19

Japan Communist Party 26
Japan Social Democratiec Partiy 14
Democratic Party 21
Peoples?! Cooperative Party 8
be Independents 0

TOTAL 88

15, All surveillance teams reported an adequate number of
polling prlaces. However, team officers in the sub=prefectures
of RUMOE, KAMIKAWA, SOYA, reported that polling stations

were not centrally located.

16, Eight (8) election bulletins are enclosed. (Four (4)
national. Four (4) local)

17. Number of pre-election meetings held by MG team:

No., Meetings Jjtilendange
With Election Administration
Committee 2 8
With Officials | 20

18, a. Approximately 30% of newsprint devoted exclusively

to the national election. The chairman of the Hokkaido

Election Administration Committee, JINPEI MURAKAMI, reported
that all newspapers were instructed to allet equal space to

all candidates. Newspapers cooperated fully, but all candidates
did not exercise this privilege. Team officers reported
adequate newspaper publicity throughout the entire islande

b. All candidates allotted equal broadcast time, but
again, many candidates did not avail themselves of this
perogative,

ce None of the (42) election surveillance teams repor ted

any increase in the use of placards, posters, post cards and
hand bills,

19, Number of reported vioclations:

ae Coercion, violence or threats Negative
be Soliciting votes Negative
ce JInterference with free and

secret voting Negative

Interference with access to polls Negative
Priveleges granted favored

candidates Negative
f. Dishonest tabulation in reporting
votes Negative
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e Buying of votes Negative

he Excesslive expenditures Negative
i Police or government officials

interference of any kind Negative
je Riots or other disorders Negative
ke Illegal disqualification of voters Negative
le Violations of purge directives Negative

me Use of school children in campaign One violation
in Sapporo reported. This was immedistely corrected
by the EAC.
Ne Others
: RUMOE sub-prefecture, one ballot box not sealed as
specified by law. Deficiency corrected by local EAC.

20, Above violations reported to the Japanese officials onlye.
Team officers did not deem violgtions sufficiently serious to
warrant SCAP notification,

2le Military Government teams comments and evaluations:

ae All (42) election surveillance teams reported that
there was no criticism in regard to the activities
of the Occupation Forces.

be Reports from team officers highly commended the
efficiency and excellent cooperatioh demonstrated by
the various (272) local election administration com=
mittees. In a few instances it was reported that
committee members and clerks did not have a full
grasp of election laws and procedures. However, im-
provement is noted with each election. Local EAC
clerks are employed as team "guides"™ and have proven
invaluable by providing teams with maps and informa-
tion showing accessibility of polls, road and stream
conditions, climatic changes, etce

ce Listed below is a summary of team suggestions for
improving future elections,

Ll o LT

(1) Aveid scheduling elections and ballot counting
on Sundays, holidays, etc (Easter, Army Day)

(2) Teams covering rural areas reported that even
though there were an adequate number of polls
the location was often unsuitable,

(3) Three teams suggested that future elections be
separated by more than five (5) days.

(4) Introduction of the printed (Australian) ballot,
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(5) Elections should not be scheduled at the
height of the herring season.

(6) Elimination of election laws that specifically
curd campaign activity,

de Other suggestions in regard to the electiongs NONE
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