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give him as much happiness and love as I can—a great deal. I love him
very much and he me—I know it—what I bring to ham, he will give
back to me - w‘e will enrich each other by afl in our power; and, if ne-
cessary, we will part as friends,” Think of the so-called college students,
the highest educated Chinese youth }

We are now talking about proletarian literature, - Nevertheless, how
many of us are really proletarian? Who has a bit of actnal experience?
Again, it is a parflance} No, not only that; it is the way of being
modernized straightway., Nothing is so easy,

Russia is now a world where everything has been turned upside
ddwn; everything stands out new and odd to those bound by the thread
of tradition, The five-year plan has been successfully carried out, Russia
could be turned upside down and rejuvenated in every line because of
her having those heroes and .heroines, To rule a world is one thing; to
build up a new worid is quite another. Russia is demanding and will continue

to demand more of the world’s attention, economically, socially and
intellectually,

What we have fong been in need of is revolution—revolution in every-
thing] But wherefrom shall our heroes and heroines step out? When

shail the revolutionary tempest be aroused and mount up in every soul ?
Thirty, forty, or, fifty years hence ?

“Mother”™ is a mirror for us to look into; il teaches us a great, valu-
able lesson, The lesson is one of truth, reason adjusted by a mother’s
love, a heart big enough to suck all the sufferance of mankind, What
a historian, or a philosopher, might bave attempted in vain through many
domes, Gorki effects infallibly in a few chapters, When he has done,
Russia stands forth in a flood of light.

“She is probably the first mother who hds followed the footsteps of

her son,” Gorki’s vigorous hands have made two generations cooperative-
Iy strive for one great cause,

Mother was beautiful }



Of all Russian life dramas the greatest was the drawnout strugele
against tie old regimg, It was a bitter struggle not seen before in hu-
man history. When we learn that within seventy years more than 800,000
political exiles passed through the same gateway to Siberia, we can “sur-
mise the extent of the tircless tyramnical repression which Gork: hag ex-
posed to us,

It is highly edifying to the Chinese people to read such a book at
this critical time, See, what personalities their revolutionists have cultivat-
ed | They dre faithful, cool-headed, self-immolating, strong and firm. Above
afl, how able and intelligent thqy are! They know what they are aboutto do
and how to do it. I am particularly impressed by these female comrades,
They are ideal ones. Picture this in your mind: “Before her {the mother’s) eyes
she gazed a smooth plain of snow spread out in the distance, The wind, carry-
ing white, shaggy mases, raced over the plain, piping cold, shrill whistles,
Across the snowy expanse moved a girl's figure, dark and solitary, reck-
ing to and fro. The wind fluttered her dress, clogged her footsteps, and
drove pricking snowflakes into her face. Walking was difficult; the lit-
tle feet sank into the snow. Cold and fearful, the girl bent forward, like
a blade of grass, the sport of the wanton winé. To the right of her on
the marsh stood the dark wail of the forest, the bare birches and aspens
quivered and rustled with a moumnfnl cry. Yonder in the distance, b’(;fore
her, the lights of the city gleamed dimly, Have you not the picture in
your mind now? How and what do you feel? 8o this is the life of a
revohutionist | To be such means hard trial, great agony, perilous hazard,
and laboMdus toil; yet to us Chinese, a parlance, a slogan, a phrase,
and riothing more, See, how a revolutionist loves: “He is free at any
moment, I am his comprade-a wife, of course, But the conditicmé of hig
_work are such‘ that for years and years [ can not regard our bond as a
"usual one, like that of others. It will be hard, I know it, to part with him;
but of course, I'll manage to, He knows that I'm not capable of regard-
ing a man as my possession, I m not going to constrain him, no."’ “’I
know what I'm doing,'l know what I may expect. Il be happy if 1

can make him happy, My aim, my desire, is to ineresse his shetgy, to



her ‘#nd plemsant. - It sat har head erbet bn her shoulders? She was happy
and proud of her usefulness in this  new life.

Mother and son together struggled,- struggled for justice, for, reason.
and for truth, *Pavel’ ha(i been two times in prison and was at last exiled
to Siberia, The day imr‘nediate"l')‘r' followinz Pavel’s final trial, mother was
also arrested at a station, How wonderful and admirable these souls were §

There exists such a race like the Russians; so there is such a work
like “Mother.”” No country and no other human beings in this visible
world may be put on the same level with Russia and the Russians, an
upusual couniry and an unusual race with unusual couditions of life]
“The extreme cold and the unreasonable heat, th: long gray winter of
scowling skies, wild winds and scanty day-light, the weird “white nights”
of June, the savage aspects of the snow-covered plains and their magic
transformations when the suammer suns scarcely set, must have wrought
something upon racial nerves historically tense. Add to this the chill
s‘r_aa_d;; c;f aesmtlsm in which, from cradlz to grave, man drew never a
full breath of ease, the blight of an anomalous system of cruclty and her-
rors, and all causation seéems at hand for inordinate effects. In Russia,
-accordingly, everythitg is man carried to the nth power. There men are
fiercer and gentler, more cruel and more kind, more selfish and more
self-immolating, more hateful and more loving, mare ignorant and more
learmed, mbre stupid and more alert, more welded to autocratic tyranny
and more devoted to freedom, more inert and more passionate, more
naive and more sophisticated, mof® obscene and more delicate, more
emotiona! and more 1epressed than anywhere on earth™ Such are
Russia and the Russians. That is why to most of the westerners the

"U.S.S.R. appenrs ta be a profound, incomprehensible mystery, yet how
formidable and monstious § .

Of all these human dynamics, ¢f all their manifestations that conquer
and absorb whoseever may observe them, the greatest delineator is M,
Gorki and the greatest of his works is “Mothet,” He has led us to feel

Russian life as it is, He is an exponent of a remarkable people, a fault-
less painter,



Viasova ‘had a son named Pavel. When Pavel was a boy of fodrteen,
his drunken father died. His death was in fact a relief to his wife, At
first, Pavel, as a factory worker, tried to live like the rest, following the
bzaten path trodden by all, Yet gradually an obvious change took place,
Pavel became neat, sober, and sericus-minded day by day. He never
drank now and began to bring books home, T}E,q mother was proud of
her son; but a feeling of apprehension and anxiety stirred up in her mind
when she saw that Pavel was leading away from the yoke of the life to which

all, including herself, had long b2en accustomed,

Then, one night, the mother could no longer keep silent; she tried
to ask her son and they talked almost the whole night, What Pavel
said was indeed no less then a sermon, true, lofty, tender, and human,
by which the mather was guided to face something shockingly strange-
yet illuminating, bright and lively«-- a new world and a new life, Pavel
had been reading forbirdd:n books, They are forbidden to be read because
thay tell the truth aboui the workingmen's life, Pavel would be put in
prison if it were found out that he wanted to know the truth, Having
said everything, Pavel bogged his mother not to worry about him, To
this the mother yieldel a teander assent while deep in her heart, a feeling
of féar and pity intermingled with a bitter sorrow, whirled up, gathered
and meelted into big tears rolling down her cheeks. It was the first time
she had heard such language about herself, her own life, She did not
understand Pavel when he was speaking about matters not concerning
herself, but all he said about her own woman'’s existence was bitterly

familiar and true, She prayed for her son.

The mother was now standing before the threshold of a new life; to un
derstand her son, to help him and work together with him. “She had
never before felt herself necessary to anybody, When she lived with her
husband, she knew that if she died he would marry another woman, It
was all the same to him whether a dark-haired or a red-haired womaun
lived with him and prepared his m:als, Whan Pavsl grew up and
began to run in the street she saw that she was not needed by him,

But now she felt that she was helping a gooed work, It was new to
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Poor Lu, blessed are you to whom the present -world with its bright
and dark sides will have n> significance. The miserable world which you
left behind has not a bit changed, May your soul be at rest in Heaven |

A BEAUTIFUL MOTHER
A Chinese Valuation of Gorki’s “Mother”
By Lula C, H, Wang (E#lifs)

About one month ago today, 1 bagan to swallow this book word by
word and finished it in three days, Often, I reread a certain paragraph
or a certain sentence again and again, I was immensely moved; yet 1
could not write anything about it and about the throbbing of my own
heart, * “Mother’’ had said all; it exhaustad me, All the time, I have kept
thinking and developing that vital strength which one needs in writing a

review of such a work, Now, I am alm>st in a fever, it is time §

The sto;'y began when Vlasova, tfw wife c.;f Michael Vlasov, a factery
worker, was already at the age of forty, and haci bezn sufferiné a great
deal. Her childhnod was sunk in a gloomy shadow; her life after mar-
riage was even worss, an unbearable pain. To6 be scolded by her gloomy,
sullen, brutal, husband meant good luck to har, for the expected gifts
were kicking and beating. “She was tall and somiswhat stooping, Her
heavy body broken down with long years of toil and the beatings
of her hushand moved abont noisclessly and inclinzd to one side as if she
were in constant fear of knocking up against something, Her broad.
oval face, wrinkled and puffy, was lightec.l up with a pair of dark eyes,
troubled and melancholy. as those of most of the women in the village,
On her right eyebrow was a deep scar which turned the eyebrow upward
a little; her right ear, too, scemed to be "higher than the left, which gave
her face the appearance of alarmed listening, Gray locks glistened in her
thick, dark hair, like the imprints of heavy blows, Altogether she was
soft, melancholy and submissive.” Now and then, she discussed life with
hér peighbors, spoke a lot; but all of them, including herself, only com-
plained; no one explained or even thought of why life was so hard and
burdensome, and had the will of getting rid of it,
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That very afterncon, [ ‘heatd them say that he, after. having been
rexamined by the doctor, had been sent home, I went directly to the
Director of my dormitory.

“What is Mr, Lo il of?*-
“Scarlet-fever,”’

“Serions®"’

“Yeh | »

“Is there any hope of recovery **’

“We shall hear later.”’

I lefi the office with a heavy heart,

Just then, the news of his illness was spread wide in the university, and
a constant telephone communication—was—kept bétween the college and

his home, so as to be able to hear about the progress of his malady from
moment to moment,

Next day I was informed that he, after the treatment of a certain

dozt>r, becamne mad, and that in his’ insanity, he burnt his bed-clothes to
ashes,

Two days later, the worst news was reported, and confirmed,

1 calied upon Dun directly, There were already several of Lu's
fricnds in the room, Their sad facas showed the deep sorrows in their
‘hearts, They were conversing about Lu’s death,

{ o

“His death is most nnexpected” said one,
“l am sorry that we have lost a most honest friend,” said another,

“] have never seen a milder man, Not one angry word has ever

come out of his mouth,” said a third person.

As for me, my heart was oppressed on all sides by the heavy weight
of the sudden death of a most diligent, self-conflidént man, responsible for
the high-sounding name: Lu‘s Form,
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Dun, a lighthearted boy, came up to my side and said:

“Isn’t that sight funny?”

“Indeed,”

“Isn’t it interesting that we should designate this as Lu’s Form?”
“Sure. Let us cheer him up by that name.”

Accordingly, we shouted simultaneously, “Hula§ Lu's Form}§ »

Lu stopped short and turned round., A reproachful smile was at first

seen in his face, but that instantly gave place to a playfulrlaughter, which,
mingling with ours, died away in the silenceof night.

Lu slided up to us and said, carelessly:

“You naughty boys, don’t-be proud of yourselyes. I can beat you in
a fortnight,*

O} How these words are ringing in my ears naw as if they were
spoken but yesterday § How vivid his ridiculous Lu’s Form to me now !
How we shouted ] How we little suspected in the midst of our merriment
hat three months later we had to lose him forever §

Thenceforth “Lu’s Form” was on our lips whenever we saw him skate,

The next term, we still dined together. (It was one or two weeks
before the spring vacation that he met his death,)

One day, Lu came to dine later than his wont. His face was burn-
ing red and his eyes looked duller than usual,

“Ab-Lu, you -are feverish § ** I exclaimsd,

“Yes, I am ill,” said he languidly, “While attending the second class

longer support myself, ] went to my room to have two hours’ rest, But
I feel worse now.”

“You had better take some “‘tan-mien”, as rice doesn’t fit your taste,*’
I urged.

He agreed and ordered une howl of ‘tan-mien”, of which he ate a
little in a great hurry, and tl;én departed, 1 followed him with my glance,
not in the least suspecting that I could never sce him again.



I bade him gobdnight and came ont,
" Next morning at about seven, as I strolled after' breakfast’ on the
playground before my dormitory, I saw him in a ruhning suit walking
across the ground toward me, still panting hard,

“Where have you bzen®" [ asked him,
“I have just had a bit of cross-country-running,”

1 was left amazed,

Later 1 was told that he took practically every *“night-train,” and
that he was seen every morning at his exerciss, by which, evidently, he
attempted to improve his bad health, I greatly admired his bountless en-
ergy and am sure now that it was overwork and bad health which caused
his early death,

Then winter ‘tamz, With it cama that bitiag cold which froze the
rippling waters of the small lake before Shu Shan Hall into a strétch of
smooth ice, Skating ssison had begun. As Lu and I were great friends,
we often skated togelfle}; no‘t‘ every day, of course, but either on Saturday
afternoons or Sunday mornings, It was our skating together that cffered
an incident which mad: his image always vivid in my momory,

One cold Saturday night, Lu, I, and another friend of ours, also a
Cantonese, by the name of Dun, skated together., It was about mine,
There were no pzaople around except the three of us, We flew over the
ice in great rapture, shouting, and dancing; our laughter could be heard
far in the still atmosphere, Above us, a starry sky, w.ith a brilliant full
moon; around us, faint images of trees and buildings; under our feet, no-
thing but the ice, smooth ice, which reflected beautifully that bright famp
lig‘ht from above,

Lu skated badly, as he was jost a novice, He rather walked on the
ice than skated; and when he did try to skate, he presented a most inter-
csting spectacle: he flumg his arms_wide apart, moving them back and
forth alternately just like a pair of oars in action; his body, bending for-
ward, was in a convenient position to fall down at any moment; and his
feet, fitted in their skating shoes, never dared move freely, as if constrained,
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a slightly bending body of mediuth height, a face pale yet grave, and two
eyes: somewhat dull and sad, He was a man of few words. But he was
mild and kﬁld; when you talk with him, you would never fail to perceive
the soft and genuine smile hovering on his lips,

His diligei)ce was well’known throughout the university, In my dor--
mitory, a particolar study-room where light is not to be put out all night
is set apart for those students who, seeing that ‘th.t; required work has
not yet been completely done during the spare moments in the day, wish
to make up at the expense of the sleeping hours, Any student reading
in that room after the sleeping bell has rung is said to be taking the
“night-train,” Now one night, as I staggered downstairs on my way to
the washing-room and passed by that room, I chanced to peep in throungh
the door, I saw, in my sleepiness, a figure bent over a book, On close
scrutiny, I recognized it was Lu, He was alone, for it was very late,

He sat opposite to the door and seemed composed and busy. His
bent body and strained face, ynder the dazzling lamp light and amid the
dead silence of night which might have terrified me, presented a most
singular spectacle. Feeling moved, 1 pushed open the door.

He instantly raised his head as if startled. Seeing that it was I, he
nodded; a soft smile floated on his lips. But this only lasted for a few
seconds, His attention was drawn directly to the beok again, I advanced
toward him,

“Ah-Lu, you are teo diligent. You ovght to rest by now, Overwork
does you no good and may even impair your health.

He was silent at first, Then he raised his eyes to me and said:

“Thank you for your comtern of me, But, my friend, please don’t
be anxious about my health, I know myself best. I have just a little
French unread, which I wish to finish hefore it is too late.’

He then dropped down his glance and returned to his work with
full attention, 1 was speechless, I saw beside him on the tgble a note.
bock which was WITt®IT im so neat—a—hand that it looked printed,



failure would no longér mean auyfhit;g. You are free, free from the
bitter’ shackles of Ambition, Anxiety, Passions, and Age. To you all is
unbroken silence, Your fate afler death will be extinctioh and oblivion,
Nevertheless you are not alone; myriads have gone before you and myriads
will follow. So, geod-by.”

I feel still worse when I pass by the gloomy shop where coffins for
sale are piled up one upon another, always waiting to hold those unfortu-
nates whom Life forsakés and Death claims, Their grimy faces never
fail to make me shiver, Just think that some day, soomer or later, I must
fall a prey to one of their horrid besoms, fo be packed up and separated
forever from the dear ones, the lovely songs, the bright sunshine, the blue
sky, the gentle breeze, the fragrant flowers, the green grassewe. How
terrible §

OJ Dedth, intimate companion of Life, you are ever so ready to
take away whatever Life has created | O§ mortals, ever so brittle, do
ynu realize in your bloom of age that Death keeps close watch over you

from the very teginning to the end of your journey?

Although Time has marked on my brow but twenty-four years, 1
have pot mistaken the threat of death, Several of my friends, in the
prime of their ege, fell unexpectedly into its relentless hands. I wonder
when Death may have its chance to snatch away the dear people- with
whom I pow laugh and taik,

Among my dead friends, one named Lu Chiun Chang has impressed
me so strongly that his image emerges easily out of my dim memory. 1

have never recalled his untimely death without heaving a deep sigh,

I made his acqoaintance when I was a freshman of this University,
He was, like myself, a Cantonese, We lived in the same dormfitory, and’
we arranged lo take meals together every day with four other Cantonese
stidents, So we often met and conversed; our intimacy continued increas-
ing day by day till his death in the last spring,

Fe—was—x Yonler majorimg in' chemistry, aged about twenty-four, with



wagging one way and the other with quick tnrns in the air, By this
moment all things on the earth seemed, all of a sudden, to recede from
me arid immediately their influences Epon me waned, 1 was free, I was
fiberated, The slow Lut steady rise through space elevated me. Nothing

was ih my mind save ope single idea that kept on warning n® not to

téll any one that 1 was dead, especially the cause of my death, There
must have been many gods waiting for me, for who gave me a pair of
wings by virtne of which | could fly now? [ passed over the taps of

mountains, I entered into the clouds, still I kep! on hovering not knowing
whither I was going,

At length something warm held me by my neck, so warm that it
made me begin‘ to feel my limbs were still with me. “What can this be?”
I questioned myself at once curiously and cheerfully., “Oh{ the sun, the
sun § * a voice within me answered, I made™n effort to open my eyes
and I found I was well nestled in bed while the warm morning sunshine
was just pouring through the window on me, I revived again, What
an ideal estrangment from the entangling worldly affairs §

“O death | Thou strange, mysterious power, seen every day,

yet never understood but by the incommunicative dead.’’

A YOUTH'S DEATH
In Memory of My Friend Lu Chiun-chang (BEHE)
By C. C. Hsit (fR&i%g)

1 fee! dejected whenever a coffin is within my sight. So to my great
misfortune, occasions for dejection are in store for me. Oftentimes, as I
pursue my way along the street in high spirit, my eyes would suddenly
catch sight of that wooden thing, shaped like a box, sometimes elaborately
decorated, carried along by a group of beggars, followed by the wailers
behind, All at once my heart would sink down, while my breath would
stop, and my glance tyrn the other way to shun its odious presence, I
would address the dead silently within myself:

“Foor frail petty thing, at last you must go and seek your eternal
rest in that other world of darkness, Happy are you to whom earthly
blessings or sorrows, beauty cr ugliness, wealth or peverty, success oi
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It scemed 1 was taking a Ieisu;;ly ‘walk in the French concession
here at Tientsin, when I came acress my late brother, Tien pang, in front
of the National Hotel, He stood there motionless with a pistol in his
band and with eyes wide open. What he was intending to do I did not
know, but ] saw clearly that ke wak staring. at me.—Why,—seventeen
years had passed since he left this world at the age of ten, and he should
be, accordingly, twenty-seven now. But he stood before me still a ten-
year-old bey who seemed to live entirely independent of 'time and was
not subject to the laws of change, Nevertheless I still admitted without a
single doubt that he was by three years my senior, At the sight ef him
I was overwhelmed with joy and earnestly accosted him, intending to

"pour cut my mind te him and gcquainted him with what had hppened
inside and and outside of my house since his neverto-return departure,
To my great surpr:se miegled wlth profaund disappointment, he held his
tongue and gave me no answer, nay not even a nod Earnest as [ was,
I could not stand this kind of dreadful suspense, and in a fit of mad,
brotherly affection I rushed to him with an intention of embracing him.
O Heaven ] what was that? He stretched forth his pistol and in a fit
of unreasonable wrath he killed me with one shot,

1 was dead, I felt, My head besan to run round; my sight, my st
rength and speech forsook me, 1 tried to move but my limbs failed me,
In an instant the ground on which I lay down seemed to turn round and
walk away from me. Amid the humming scunds withent and the whir-
ling giddiness within, indistinctly [ heard my angry brother say, ‘“Serve
him right § ** “Well,”’ T thought “I used to fall out with him when we
both were children and can this mean his revenge upon me ?* Although
I did not know whether there was yet an “I” or 1 was a mere myth, I
was still conscious of my. own existence; 1 was still conscious of my
extreme fatigue, my unbearable pain and that my gash was bleeding,
Everytling that was outside of me was out of my gotion,

Now a thick fog began to envelop me. Oh, it was so oppressing
that 1 was smothered. Left in such a helpless state suddenly I felt I was
prapped by an unknown force that made me rise higher and higher while I'was
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Meseemed 1 stepped up the platform,
And cried out a d:irk, bloedy oath:
By Mars, revenge or we die
In the unknown land {
Telad myself in armors white,
I led the warriors forward,
Shouting the songs of war,
In the unknown land.

I heard the cannons thundering,
I fought amid smoke and fire;
I fought and foremost fell
In the unknown land,

I have dreamesd a strange dream,
I dreamt of warriors lying in heaps,
Dead corpses strewn in the fields,
[n an unknown land,

DEATH IN DREAM
By Kao Tien-sheng (&)

In the plain but sharp retort towards his false accusers, Socrates once
remarked that the fear of death is the pretence of wisdom; being a pretence
of knowing the unknown. Indeed, dsath has rno terrors for me, It is
rather an event I look to with cheerfulness, if not with pleasure; because
it can present to the mind scenes, charactors and feelings far more charm.
ing than those which we a;'e acquainted with in life, I am not lying
and 1 have good reason to say this, I can well make good of my as-

sertion to you, provided you are willing to listen to my seeming nonsense,

There is an old saying in our country which runs thus, “If one thinks
intently of something in the day, one is bound to have a cfream of it at
night.” If so, then 1 must have got som>thing inte my mind yesterday
thongh 1 failed to notice, For a strange dream came to m2 as scon as
steep settled clouds around me and wrapped ms in his cloak: "



THE

ENGLISH SUPPLEMENT
NANKAI WEEKLY

No. 5 Nov. 24, 1932
CONTENTS
1. In an Unknown Land (A Poem) Wu-chi Liu
2. Death in Dream Kao Tien-sheng
3. A Youth’s Death C. C, Hsit

4. A Beautiful Mother (A Book-Review) Lula C, H. Wang

iN AN UNKNOWN LAND
Wu-chi Liu, (i)

f have dreamed a strange dream,
{-dreamt=of—Warriors clad in white,
In the deplh of weird night,
[n an unknown land.

I‘dreamt I heard their voices lond,
Roaring out the songs of war,
Grimly fierce and melodicus

In an unknown land,

I foliowed the call of my heart s yearning
I joined the file of warriors,
While foes were gathering,

In the unknown land,

I approached and saw a shadowy bier,
— Oh, how can I keep from weeping —
There lay dead and wounded,
The soul of my nation §



