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Office of the

Grand Exalted Ruler

Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks
of the United States of America

Official Circular Number Seven

To the Officers and Members of the 15 State Street, Boston, Mass.
Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks: February 3, 1928

My BROTHERS: )

I regret that I cannot visit all of the subordinate Lodges, and thus have the advantage and pleasure of personal
contact with- the membership of the Order, of interchange of ideas, and of first-hand knowledge of conditions. I
appreciate more than ever that a visit of the Grand Exalted Ruler not only renews the interest and arouses the en-
thusiasm of the membership in the principles and work to which we are dedicated, but also is of incalculable value to
him in the performance of the duties of his very responsible office. . .

_Will you not regard this and my other official letters as personal communications, and give their messages your
serious thought? .

. The Grand Lodge will meet in annual session at Miami, Florida, next Jly, to consider propositions of most vital
importance to our Order. No doubt you are making plans to attend,—pleasant trips are being arranged, bands, march
squads and drill teams are being assembled. That is as it should be.

Prepare Your Minds for Miami

More important than all, however, is that you prepare your minds for Miami. We are to consider the report of
the Elks National Foundation Committee which will formulate and present plans for fostering and financing nation-
wide welfare activities through the medium of a Grand Lodge Endowment Fund; also, the report of the Social and
Community Welfare Committee, relative to Junior Elk organizations, authorized by the recent amendment of the
Constitution of the Order. In respect to each proposition we are seeking the best thought of the Order. .

‘The Elks National Foundation Committee has sent out a letter to the subordinate Lodges inviting suggestions,
This letter contains a most illuminating review of the origin and history of the epoch-making events of Elkdom. Read
it and be proud of your membership in this great American fraternity. Read it and let your enthusiasm prompt you
to give your Order the benefit of whatever constructive ability you possess. . .

Later the Social and Community Welfare Committee will send out a letter giving you tentative plans under which
the Junior Elks organization will operate. The policies to be adopted in respect to this ‘innovation require great vision
and sound judgment. We must approach any problem dealing with the youth of America with solemn appreciation
of the responsibility involved. . .

In the consideratian of both propositions, we need you, my brothers, to “build the ladders by which we rise, from

the lowly earth to the vaulted skies.”
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Lost Membership Cards

The secretaries of the subordinate Lodges complain that they are being imposed upon in the matter of cashing
checks, and other accommodations, by persons, not members of the Order, who have in their possession membership
cards which have been lost by the righ owners. I suggest that these occurrences may be mx}lmlzpd by requesting
the holder of the card to sign his name for comparison with the signature on the card, or to identify himself by letters,
clothing markings, and the other methods of identification usually resorted to by alert bank officials in lieu of respon-
sible introduction. -

) - . Jurisdiction—Application for Membership

_ There are too many controversies between subordinate Lodges concerning jurisdiction .of applications for member-
ship. Usually these arise from the fact that questions 9 and 10 of the official application for membership are not
answered by the applicant. An application is not properly before the subordinate Lodge for action unless all material
questions are answered. If the answers bring the application within the provisions of Section 150 Grand Lodge Statutes,
the Lodge must not act thereon, anless and until permission has been obtained from the rejecting Lodge. L.

If the ap];;licant has residence in the jurisdiction of a Lodge other than the one to which he has made ap_phcatxon,
the said application is not properly before the Lodge for action, unless and until a dispensation has been obtained from
the Grand Exalted Ruler in accordance with the provisions of Section 149 Grand Lodge Statutes.
there is no waiver of jurisdiction. -

Strict adherence to the procedure outlined in the Grand Lodge Statutes will relieve the Lodges and the Grand
Exalted Ruler, as well as the applicants, from embarrassments caused by these controversies.

“Elks Magazine” Mailing List

The subordinate Lodge secretaries have not been sending to THE ELKS MAGAZINE, regularly and prpmptl)', the
mailing list corrections as required by Section 125 of the Grand Lodge Statutes. Without this cooperation on their
part a correct mailing list can not be maintained.” Many names have been carried on the magazine mailing list that
should have been cancelled, and many names on the subordinate Lodge membership rolls have not been sent in to be
added to the magazine mailing list. .

It is apgarent also that some of the secretaries are not entering on their records the post-office address corrections
that have been sent to the magazine, and each month forwarded from the magazine office to the secretaries of the
respective Lodges. The publishers of the magazine are required to accept these corrections under penalty of the
postal laws, and therefore, it is important that the secretaries should note the corrections upon the Lodge address
records, uniess they have reason to believe that a mistake has been made, in which case they should send notice to
the magazine. Let us have the very best team-work in this important matter.

Under our laws
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Announcement
I announce the appointment of Brother Cassar
R. Adams, Olean Lodge, No. 491, as District Deputy
Grand Exalted Ruler, New York West, to succeed
Brother Emory B. Pratt, of Olean Lodge, who has
resigned. :
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Fraternally yours,
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EDITORIAL

CHOOSE REAL LEADERS

HE time is at hand for the annual elect'o s

in the Subordinate Lodges. It is pertinent,

even if trite and, in the language of the day,
bromidic, to state that the exercise of the right
to vote in these elections is a duty that rests
upon every member who can attend his Lodge
meeting. It is one of the most important
functions of membership; for the degree of
success to be achieved by the Lodge during
the coming year, depends upon the fidelity
and wisdom displayed in the performance of
that duty.

Each of the offices to be filled has an importance
all its own. No one of them has been created
simply to provide a place for some member
whom the Lodge might wish to honor. Each one
has assigned to it definite duties that call for
special qualifications in the official. Each one
affords a fine opportunity to its incumbent to
contribute matenially to the effective adminis-
tration of the business of the Lodge and the
conduct of its fraternal affairs. And the selection
of those who are to occupy these several positions
should be made with due regard to the special
requirements of each.

"But it is recognized that the most important
of all the Lodge officers is the Exalted Ruler. He
is the responsible head to whom is delegated
unusual powers and upon whom is imposed grave
responsibilities. He is the titular leader. He
should be a real one, in equipment and disposi~
tion. And he, above all the others, should be
chosen primarily because of his ability and his
purpose to serve as such a leader.

Far too often the members have elevated men
to this station merely as a compliment, or as a
reward for loyal service, or as an expression of
fraternal regard. These reasons sometimes hap-
pily combine to indicate the right man. Indeed,
the real leader is certain to be entitled to the
compliment, he is likely to have so earned the
reward and to have won that regard. But unless
the elected official be properly qualified to per-
form the exacting duties of that particular posi-
tion, and be willing to perform them faithfully
throughout his whole term, no amount of popu-
larity, nor length of service in other stations, can
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supply these essentials. And his administration
will fail of success for lack of them.

It is to be hoped that these considerations, no
less important because so obvious, will control
the results of the elections so soon to be held;
and that each Lodge will choose a real leader for
its Exalted Ruler. It is only to the extent that
this is done throughout the Order that success
for the ensuing year will be assured.

THE FOUNDATION PROJECT POPULAR
lT IS doubtful if any project ever submitted

for the consideration of the Grand Lodge,
except those incident to the Order’s patriotic
service during the World War, has ever been
accorded such general approval by the member-
ship as the proposed establishment of the Elks
National Foundation. While the Grand Lodge
has as yet, only authorized the thorough study of
the proposition by a Speglal Committee, to be
followed by a com;_)re.hensq/e report and definite
recommendations, it is quite apparent that the
members of the Ordgr generally are expecting,
and desire, the adoption of some well-considered
plan for the creation of such a fund.

And the reason is obvious. It is well expressed
in the recent official Circular of the Grand
Exalted Ruler, as follows:

“The Elks National Endowment Fund plan_for
fostering all Elk humanitarian endeavors, has given
us a new objective which we can visualize. It is so
practical and real that it arouses enthusiasm even in
the most prosaic. It holds possibilities of greatness
which fascinate the most idealistic. In my opinion
its outstanding value is the urge it will give to the
entire membership. It will furnish ‘something to
do’ worthy of the best effort of every one.”

The appeal of the project is two-fold. It will
enable the Order to vastly enlarge the volume,
as well as the scope, of its humanitarian service;
and it will give every member of the Order a
more definite consciousness of his personal share
in all the Order’s activities, a feeling that he does
not now have except as to those of his local Lodge,
or, perhaps, his State Association.

The proposed Foundation cannot, of course,
be created in full effectiveness and power by a
mere legislative act. It must be a matter o
growth, depending upon the sources from which
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accretions can be drawn. But it may well be
anticipated that in a few years it will become of
such magnitude as to be a real potent factor in
the benevolent accomplishments of our Country.
The committee appointed for the study of the
many-sided problem, for such it is, is composed
of men splendidly equipped for the task. And
it is to be expected that their report will be such
as to receive not only the hearty support of the
Grand Lodge, which must finally determine the
matter, but also the approval of the whole
membership of the Order, from whom must
eventually come the necessary funds.

THE LODGE SPIRIT
THE Order of Elks is facinzg a real danger,

one against which it must watchfully
guard. It is clearly recognized by thoughtful
members and is a frequent subject of comment
among them. It should be understood and appre-
ciated, for the real menace it is, by the entire
membership. And it is a proper theme for frank
and open discussion. That danger is our ten-
dency to drift away from the old fraternal Lodge
spirit and toward the social club spirit.

Not only is this tendency apparent, but the
cause of it is equally plain. It is to be found in
the elaborate Homes that so many of the Sub-
ordinate Lodges have erected and in which a
numbér of them have all too unwisely invested.

No fault can properly be found with the desire
of a Lodge membership to own their own Home.
No just criticism can be directed against their
building a completely adequate structure, if it .be
soundly financed within the limits of their ability
to maintain it as a true Elks Lodge. Such a
Home is a recognized fraternal asset, a physic
instrumentality that can be made tremendously
helpful in carrying forward the real purposes for
which the Lodge 1s chartered.

But where there has been an extravagance of
outlay, and worse still, where there has been an’
undue burden of debt assumed, or when the attrac-
tions of the social quarters have become the
paramount interest of the membership, the Lodge
1s essentially weakened as a fraternal organiza-
tion. From necessity, the business aspects of the
enterprise become of dominating importance.
There is a definite commercialization of the club
features. The need for income to maintain the
expensive establishment forces the Lodge to

special efforts to make those features financially

profitable. And this necessarily makes it more

difficult, if not impossible, to keep the Lodge idea
supreme, as it should be.

There is a growing tendency to exaggerate the
mere social fellowship incident to the common
enjoyment of the provided club facilities. . True
good fellowship is the very life of the Order of
Elks. But that sentiment is best nurtured in the
atmosphere of the Lodge room where it is softened
and sweetened, even as it is strengthened, by all
the attendant influences of the ceremonial meet-
ings and the fraternal associations there expeni-
enced. It is a different thing from the fellowship
of the social club. The latter lacks that funda-
mental fraternal tie that creates the Brotherly
Love that has made our Order distinctive.

The Subordinate Lodges may not be running
too many hotels and cafés and bowling alleys and
swimming pools. But in many instances they
are giving a disproportionate attention to these
activities. They are thinking too much in terms
of net income to meet bonds and interest and
maintenance expenses, and not enough in terms
of true fraternity, charity and benevolence.
Club House entertainments are too frequently

regarded as more important than Lodge meet- -

ings.

%\‘nd there is only one way to deal successfully
with this danger that confronts us. Get back to
the Lodge room. Make that the true center
from which the activities and influences of the
Lodge shall radiate. Subordinate the social Club
to its proper place. It is not necessary to abandon
its admittedly very desirable features. But make
them dependent upon, not dominant of, the Lodge
itself and its true fraternal activities. That is the
remedy. It is as obvious as the disease.

This is not to be understood as an indictment
of the whole Order, nor as intimating that it has
ceased to function as a great fraternity. Not at
all. It is merely an effort to frankly point out
conditions that exist in some Lodges and that do
present a menace to the Order as a whole.

If the new officials, soon to take charge of the
affairs of their respective Lodges, wish to per-
form a real service to the Order, let them set
themselves the task of rebuilding the Lodge
spirit among their respective memberships. No
more valuable service can be rendered by
them.
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The South Wakes Up

(Continued from page 19)

abundance of labor. Many extensive stove

foundries are in operation, too, and Birmingham

gas ranges are shipped by the carload to New

York City for use in big apartment houses. A

éhousand-mile differential in freight—but it’s
one!

Scarcely .any negro labor at all is used in the
textile industries of the South—for a very in-
teresting reason. It would seem that the
negro race, steeped in the traditions of cotton,
associated from infancy with the cultivation,
production -and marketing of the product,
would be particularly well equipped to engage
in its manufacture into cloth.

The reason is that the rural Southern white
scems to.have a special aptitude for work in
textile mills. It has been called an inherited
faculty, and there seems to be abundant evidence
that thisisso. Before the invention of the cotton
gin, the South was more typically industrial
than agricultural. The American iron industry
had its origin in the Southern colonies, and
Virginia produced the first coal mined in
America. George Washington’s father was an
“jron-master” as a sideline. Manufactories
flourished, particularly for the production of
household goods and appliances. - McCormick,
a Virginian, invented the;self-binding reaper,
which- did more for the development of the
West than the cotton gin did for the develop-
ment of the South. But the cotton gin, at once
the curse and the blessing of the South, com-
pletely crushed the early Southern enthusiasm for
industrial pursuits. The section was transformed,
early in the nineteenth century, into one vast cot-
ton plantation, manned by negro slave labor.

NO GAINFUL pursuit remained for the South-

ern “poor whites.” A§ small farmers, they
could not compete with the owners of lordly
estates producing the gigantic ““money crop” of
cotton by slave labor. There were virtually no
factories. The descendants of the English yeo-
manry, the ‘“poor whites,” were forced out of the
fertile plains and valleys, into the mountain
country of the Carolinas, Tennessee, Kentucky,
Alabama. There they remained, tilling the
barren soil, while the mighty conflict of cotton,
which was to shed the blood of all America in
a fratricidal struggle, was brewing in the valleys
they had left.

There the reawakened Southern cotton in-
dustry found them, nearly a century later. They
had perpetuated the purest strain of English®
descent to be found in the United States to-day
—less than 2 per cent. of the white population
of the South is foreign-born. And these ‘‘poor
whites”-of the hills, descendants of English and
colonial artisans and factory workers, seem born
with the knack of operating textile machines. A
green farm-hand in the space of a week or two
becomes a skilled factory workman. Intelligent,
tractable, conservative—and they like their
work. They seem to have come at last into
friendly relations with the cotton their an-
cestors hated. The Southern textile industry
has no strike problems, no labor agitation. It
has satisfied labor, living a rural or village life
curiously combined with a factory life.

The Southern textile industry, furthermore,
‘has exerted an enormous cultural influence. It
does more for its workers than any factory
system in existence. It is stamping out illiteracy
—it frequently provides better schools for the
children of mill workers than the State provides.
1t maintains Y. M. C. A,, Y. W. C. A, Camp-
Fire Girl and Boy Scout activities; provides play-
grounds, kindergarten facilities, gymnasiums,
Tecreation fields, instruments for mill bands and
orchestras. It has taken a people starved
physically, mentally and emotionally, rescued
them from ignorance and economic slavery on
barren hillsides. It has given them the good
things of life—good homes, good schools, good
roads, flower gardens, truck gardens—a chance
to rise above the old environment. As to the
improvement of their condition of living, it
merely need be said that the misery and be-
nightedness of their former estate in the back-
woods and mountainous sections of the South
have often been pictured, but never exaggerated.

This is desirable labor, capable of quickly ac-
quiring skill in textile manufacture; and, more-
over, abundant labor, for families of ten to

nineteen are the rule, rather than the exception,
in the Southern backwoods. It is this -great
reservoir of -labor supply that has made it
possible, largely, for the Southern textile in-
dustry to flourish to such an extent that to-day
nearly 48 per cent. of all the cotton spindles in
operation in American mills are to be found in
the South. Twenty years ago the percentage

“was negligible.

_Thus the South, with availability of labor,
white and colored, that can be matched in no
other section, possesses in marked degree one
of the foremost industrial advantages.

Availability of raw materials is another factor
that some industrialists would rank first. Butas
all factory owners will attest, labor is the greatest
item of cost in manufacture, and the most vital
of problems because it is a human problem.

As to raw materials, it is obvious that the
South is the world’s greatest cotton-producing
center. Nothing seems more logical than that
the manufacture of cotton into the finished
product should be conducted on the spot where
the cotton is grown, rather than in some factory
town a thousand miles away. All other things
being equal, it is logical, and “all other things”
in the South to-day are more than equal—
they are superior.

The “labor differential,” which the South
enjoys in its major industries of cotton, coal and
ore mining, iron and steel manufacture,
enters in greater or less degree into all the other
numerous and increasing branches of factory
enterprise south of the Mason and Dixon Line.
The very extensive lumber industry, the produc-
tion of naval stores, the manufacture of paper
pulp, the establishment of furniture factores,
the building of railroad cars and steamships,

the expansion of the chemical and fertilizer in-

dustries, and scores of additional lines of related
or unrelated endeavor, have all profited by the
favorable labor market in the South.

Next in importance to labor as a vital facto:
in industry comes cheapness and availability of
fuel—or, to use a broader term, power. Factory
wheels are useless, of course, without mouve

wer, and the cost and accessibllity of the
ﬁf::ter have a very direct relation to the manu-
facturer’s profits. .

Soft coal is much dirtier than hard coal when
it is translated into steam—as many Northern
communities that have burned it during anthra-
cite strike periods will attest—but it is also much
cheaper than hard coal, and much more abun-
dant. It is mined pre-eminently in the South.
Soft coal and “white coal,” the poctic name
given to hydro-electric power, are the South’s
two great sources of fuel, or power. They are
both very abundant, and very cheap, and soft
coal, moreover, is productive of untold riches
in by-products. The “coal tree” pictured in
elementary text-books on chemistry, showing
the branches, literally thousands in number,
that represent the ultimate by-products _of
coal, is a “soft-coal tree.” The destructive
distillation of bituminous coal yields tar and
tar products, benzol for your motor, creosote for
lum‘l;er, toluol for explosives, aspirin for }}Fad-
aches, pitch for your roofing, ‘‘nitrates” to
fertilize farms, perfume for milady’s boudoir—
a thousand and one commodities and articles
that you never associate with coal. J'u.ﬂ: as
cotton yields celluloid combs, and “leather” for
your motor car, and a thousand and one other
items that you never associate with cotton.
And soft coal and cotton, remember, are the
South’s star industrial products. .

Soft coal and white coal—illimitable, inex-
haustible sources of power—turn the changing
industrial wheels of the South. They are inton-
ing the hymn of Giant Power. In future gene-
rations, railroads that haul enormously heavy
trainloads of fuel to distant points for use in
manufacture, will be remembered as relics of an
absurdly wasteful past. So will individual

wer houses that supply current to individual
})a(.)ctories and communities. The power house
of the future will be a Giant Power House, a
great central plant in the heart of the coal fields
or alongside its Niagara or Boulder Dam or
Muscle Shoals, where the rushing waters have
millions of “horsepower” to be converted for
the needs of man. At low cost this power will
be flashed in a twinkling to the far places which
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never before were thought of as potential manu-
facturing sites. The small manufacturer will be
able to compete with the big one whose private
power plant formerly represented an extensive
-capital investment. Workers will not have to

- congregate in slum-ridden cities. There will be no

need for a concentration of industryat some ¢ fav-
ored” point where fuel is close at hand; for power,
in large or broken doses, will be conveniently
obtainable by everybody everywhere.

This is no dream, for it is already being ac-
complished in the South and on the Pacific
Coast. On the Coast they rely almost exclusively
on white coal, hydro-electric power, but the
South is fortunate in having both coal and
waterways as mutually supplementary sources
of power. Great steam plants in the Alabama
coal fields are “tied in” with the hydro-clectric
system, so that in times of drouth, when the
supply of hydro-power may be reduced by the
lowered potentiality of the streams, there nced
be no diminution in the load for regular cus-
tomers. Energy derived from coal may be con-
veyed over long-distance transmission lines just
as effectively as may energy derived from water.
It merely so happened that the development
of the hydro-electric industry hastened the per-
fection of Giant Power transmission. Now it is
being applied to the “haulage” of current de-
rived from coal—and long strings of coal cars
hauled by locomotives are becoming more and
more of a novelty in the South. It is so much
simpler just to throw a switch! .

_Labor and power—the best kind, the cheapest
kind, the most rcliable kind—and both in amaz-
ing abundance. It hardly seems necessary to
look for further stimuli to the South’s industrial
progress. But transportation facilities also are
there, and they, of course, are extremely im-
gortant in the eyes of hanufacturers. The

ydro-electric development of waterways makes
them navigable. It is conducted under govern-
ment regulation, so that the interests of naviga-
tion are conserved. Locks and dams go with
water-power houses, so that the more energy is
released for use of manufacturers, the more
facilities for water transportation are provided.
The complete development of Muscle Shoals
will open to navigation nearly five hundred
miles of inland waterway—the Tennessee
River. The government has expended $i1s,-
000,000 in perfecting a system of locks on the
Warrior and Tombigbee rivers in Alabama—
the longest canalized waterway in the world—
giving the coal fields access by river to the Gulf
of Mexico, But the growth of the hydro-
electric industry is doing more.

AND the railroads are there. Nearly a dozen
trunk lines serve Birmingham, Atlanta,
Memphis. Railway mileage in the South Central
States during the past fifty years has increased
732 per cent.—in the North Central States
only 323 per cent.; in the Atlantic States 188
l;;; ;:?té_ltl.l tIl:f vt\glole United States only
h ent. In other words, the progress of
railroad buﬂdlng.m the South since 1874, has
:ﬁgfg?ce as rapid as it has been in the country
Southern manufactories during the same
period have bgen increased by 1,772 per cent. in
value—as against 673 per cent. for the Atlantic
States and 931 per cent. for the nation as a whole.
It is also interesting to note that a similar dif-
ferential is shown in the relative increase of
population, of wealth, of banking capital, and
even of farm livestock.

The song writers still warble of Dixie as
exclusively a land of cotton. But it is also
a land of mines, quarries and wells; of textile
mills representing a billion dollars in capital;
of cottonseed-oil mills, furniture plants, iron
furnaces, steel mills, fabricating plants, coke
ovens, lumber mills, oil wells; a land of tobacco,
comn, wheat, oats and live stock; a land of
bauxite, phosphate, sulphur, and a score of other
mineral products; a land which is the center of
the world’s market for yellow-pine lumber; a
land of shipbuilding plants and busy seaports,
possessing tliree-fourths of the total coast line of
continental United States.

These are enough advantages, it would seem,
to satisfy the most exacting. Yet Nature has
thrown in something else—a climate which makes
it possible for something to eat to be produced
in Southern soil every day of the year; which
makes it possible for workmen to work out of
doors, if necessary, every day in the year.
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The
Highway to
~ Success

[ 20

HE highway to-suc-

cess and indepen-
dence is paved with more
than good intentions. To
achieve these natural goals
of human ambition, one
must lay out a sound fi-
nancial policy and adhere
toit.

One of the most im-
portant features of a
sound personal fi-
nancial policy is
sound investment.

To live on less than
one makes, to lay by
a surplus regularly
and invest it safely—
these are essential to
success. :

S. W.STRAUS & CoO. can
be of help and service to
you in building up a com-
petency through safe in-
vestments. For 46 years,
|l - we have been dealing in
| safe investments. We sug-
| gest that you write for our
new booklet, “Investing
for Safety”, which will aid
you in solving your invest-
ment problem. It will be
sent without charge or
obligation. Simply ask for

BOOKLET C-1820

S.W.STRAUS
| & CO.

Investment Bonda 4 7 Incorporated
STRAUS BUILDING
Michigan Ave.

at Jackson Blvd.
CHICAGO

STrAus BuiLDING
565 Fifth Avenus
at 461h 81,
New YORK

STRAUS BUILDING
79 Post Strees, SAN FRANCISCO

— ESTABLISHED IN 1882 —|

The Strength Of The

Utilities

By Paul Tomlinson

HERE is invested in the public utility

industry in the United States the colossal

sum of twenty-one billion dollars. Gross
earnings of the electric power and light com-
panies alone amount to approximately one
billion seven hundred million doliars a year,
and capital invested in this branch of the
public utility business has, in the past twenty-
six years, increased from $627,000,000 to
$8,700,000,000. Two years ago it was estimated
that there were within reach of the lines of the
electric power and light companies over twenty
mfillion potential consumers, of whom only
about twelve and a half million had been de-
veloped, leaving approximately eight million
})ros.pectlve consumers to whom service could be
urnished at small additional expense.

Less than Go per cent. of the people of the
United States live in homes lighted by electricity.
Less than 70 per cent. of the industrial power
load is electrically generated. Ninety-two per
cent. of the nearly six and one-half million farms
in the United States are without electricity.
Of our railroad mileage only about one per cent. is
electrified. Sales of domestic electric appliances
have increased enormously, but new customers
who are potential purchasers of these appliances
have increased still more rapidly. Electric
heating and electric refrigeration are two new
sources of revenue, refrigeration especially; in
1919, there were three thousand electric ice boxes
sold in this country, compared with two hundred
thousand in 1926. In 19o4, more than 72 per
cent. of the electric energy consumed by Ameri-
can industries was generated in their own
lalants; today less than one-third of this power
oad is generated in isolated plants, the re-
mainder coming from central stations.

These statistics show, it seems to us, that not
only has the electric power and light industry
had a phenomenal growth, but that there is
plenty of room for further and continued expan-
sion. The population of the country is steadily
increasing, and every person here is an actual
or potential consumer of electricity; further,
the uses for electricity are constantly multiply-
ing. As the country grows the electric power
and light industry is certain to grow with it.
And if this is so, does it not follow that the
securities of electric power and light corporations
should attract more and more attention from
investors? Certainly the heads of the big
electric power and light corporations are
optimistic about the future.

One man predicts a consumption increase of
four million kilowatt hours in 1928 over 1927.
Another man says: ‘“Whatever the course of
business as a whole during 1928, the electric in-
dustry will inevitably continue to expand.”
Still another says that, *“The electric power and
light industry is unique in that it is always re-
porting progress. It is never necessary for one
reviewing its activities to report anything but
a favorable growth. No explanation need ever
be made as to why the industry has fallen behind.
It always goes forward.”

And what applies to electricity applies with
equal force to water and gas. How many
homes, factories, business buildings, hotels, are
without water? A large percentage of kitchens
are equipped with gas ranges for cooking; in
increasing numbers people are using gas to
heat their homes. The demand for gas is a
constant one; as with water and electricity the
problem is largely one of keeping pace with it.

No doubt there have been extravagant pro-
motions in the public utility field of recent
years. No doubt excessive prices have some-
times been paid for the control of public utility
properties. Holding companies have in many
instances pyramided their securities. In spite
of certain abuses, however, there has been a
steady rise in the market value of utility bonds
and stocks. Their record has been a remarkable
one, and naturally there must be an explanation
for it. It may be worth while to inquire into
some of the reasons for strength in these securi-
ties, because the growth of the country and our
industrial expansion do not tell the whole
story. Of course the industry has been showing
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a steady growth for the past half century; it
started from small beginnings and has pro-
gressed almost without interruption ever since.
Its growth has not been a mushroom one;
it has endeavored naturally enough to create a
demand for what it has had to sell, but as we
have endeavored to point out, it has grown
with the demand, and not anticipated it. This
in itself is an element of strength. And if the

" demand for public utility products, if they can

be called by that term, has shown a tremendous
increase in the past few years, so much more
strength for the public utility comFanies. .
This demand has been especially marked in
the case of electricity—for power, for lighting
purposes, for cooking, for heating, and for
refrigeration. This is an age of electricity, and

-at the same time the electrical industry is still

in its infancy. The investor in electrical se-
curities enjoys the comparatively high rate of
return which always accompanies a steady and
increasing demand for capital; at the same
time these securities have strength because the
are based on carnings which increase as ad-
ditional capital is invested in the industry they
represent. High return combined with safety
of principal is, of course, the goal of all in-
vestors, and this combination is conspicuously
present in the case of electric light and power
securities, though not by any means lacking in
other kinds of utilities securities, either.

Now electric light and power, and gas, and
water, securities enjoy not only steadily in-
creasing earnings, but their earning power is
perhaps more stable than that of any other class
of investments. It is well known that periods
of general business depression—panics even—
have had small effect on these securities. Itis,
of course, obvious that in this day and age
electricity—like water and gas—is an absolute
necessity of life; not more of a necessity than
houses, food, and clothing, and yet none of
these commodities are produced under anything
like the stable conditions that apply to elec-
tricity, gas, and water, nor do they produce
anything like such stable profits. There must
be some reason for this state of affairs. .

When business is poor, people do not build
new houses; they economize on the food they
eat; they buy fewer clothes. It is perfectly
possible to wear last year’s suit of clothes, but
if you want to light your house, and you must
light it, you are buying a new supply of electricity
every time you turn on the switch. Last year's
electricity is gone and cannot be used over
again, like last year’s hat or last year’s house.
Last year’s food too is gone, but it is possible
to eat less meat, to eliminate delicacies, to con-
sume plainer and less expensive food. Elec-
tricity is bought in small quantities, and each
purchase is of vital and immediate importance
to the consumer. Electricity, gas, and water
are of the same importance in bad times as In
good, and are purchased in about the same
quantities; this being the case the earnings of
utilities are little affected by economic depres-
sions, and dividends and interest on their
securities continue undisturbed by the troubles
that beset so many other kinds of investments.
People drink water and take baths no matter
what the state of business may be, and they
still cook meals on their gas ranges even if the
meals themselves are of simple character.

Another element of strength hack of the
utilities is the United States Supreme Court,
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Under the Spreading Antlers

(Continued from page 77)

Dr. Maienthal was one of the most popular
and respected physicians of Decatur, where he

had spent the greater part of his life.. Run .

down from overwork, he went to Mempbhis,
Tenn., last April, for a rest, where he died
without having been able to return home.
Burial was in Louisville, Ky., his birthplace.

J%ﬂix:ers of Indiana Central Lodges
eet at Anderson : '

‘Presided over by District Deputy Grand:
Exalted Ruler W. F.-Smith, and Secretary Don °
Allman of; the State Elks Association;- the *

recent meeting in' Anderson of officers'and Past

Exalted-Rulers. of Lodges in the Indiana Central ’
district was productive.of much interesting dis-- .

cussion.” Reports indicated a most active year"

in all departments for the Lodges of.the dis- .

trict, and plans were laid for further under-
takings, including the sponsoring of oratorical
contests among the high-school students of their
jurisdicions. Another meeting is- to: be held

some time in March, under the auspices of .

Noblesville Lodge, No. 576.

Members are Asked to Send Books
To the Elks National Home

The Magazine has received a letter from a
resident of the Elks National Home at Bedford,
Va., in which the writer requests that members
of the Order be again reminded that books are
always very welcome contributions. Individual
members or ges, having volumes in their
libraries which they no longer wish, can bring
much pleasure by sending them to the Home.

Akron, Ohio, Lodge Celebrates Its
Thirtieth Anniversary with Gift

The outstanding feature of Akron, Ohio,
Lodge, No. 363’s impressive and dignified cele-
bration of its thirtieth anniversary was the
announcement of its gift, to the Springfield
Lake Sanatorium, of $5,000 to defray the salary
of a research expert in its tuberculosis labora-
tory. This laboratory itself was a gift to the
sanatorium from Akron Lodge, and its comple-
tion, at a cost of $12,000, was reported in these
columns at the time. It was a princely gift
and to make this further contribution to its
usefulness was a notable and truly fitting way
for the Lodge to mark its thirty years of good
fellowship, charity and fidelity.

The first event on the birthday program was
a visit and tour of inspection at the sanatorium
by out-of-town Elks, escorted by the Reception
Committee and many members of No. 363.
This was followed by a banquet and Lodge
meeting which was attended by more than 400
Elks, among them Past Grand Exalted Ruler
John G. Price, and President James R. Cooper,
of the Ohio State Elks Association, both of whom

raised highly the energy and spirit of Akron
ge. Sixteen Ohio cities were represented by
the class of candidates in the joint initiation
which followed, and in which the ritual was
performed by the prize-winning team of Coshoc-
ton, Ohio, Lodge, No. 376. A splendid enter-
tainment by professional talent wound up the
notable occasion. Exalted Ruler Howard F.
Smith, his officers and committees, are to be
warmly congratulated upon its success.

v

Ionia, Mich., Lo:fﬁe Entertains
Grand Rapids and Lansing Lodges

Over 300 members and visiting Elks were
present at Ionia, Mich., Lodge, No. 548, re-
cently when membership was conferred upon a
class of candidates. District Deputy Grand
Exalted Ruler Fred S. Howard was the honor
guest of the occasion, while a record crowd of
Elks from Grand Rapids and Lansing Lodges
was present.

The exemplification of the ritual was im-
pressively rendered by the officers of Ionia
Lodge, and addresses were made by Mr. Howard,
Byron O. Smith, President of the Michigan
State Flks Association, and Exalted Rulers of
the visiting Lodges. Preceding the meeting a
banquet was held in the auditorium, and music
was furnished by a twelve-piecc orchestra.

Bedford, Ind., Lodge Celebrates
Its Silver Anniversary

Bedford, Tnd., Lodge, No. 826, recently cele-
brated - its - twenty-fifth anniversary with a
banquet held in the Greystone Hotel, at which

- J. C. Hampton, President of the Indiana State
"Elks Association and Mayor of Muncie, was the

principal speaker. The honor guests of the oc-

. casion were the charter members of the Lodge

now alive, ten out of fourteen of whom were
present. Exalted Ruler Walter Glover intro-
duced -Mr. Hampton, who responded with a
speech ‘complimenting the Lodge on its twenty-
five years of important, useful work in the

_community.

- 'After- the-banquet a dance was held in the
beautiful.ballroom-of the Home, with the purple
and. white . of the Order predominating in the
decorations.. A large, silver sphere, symbolic of
the quarter of a century which the Lodge has
rounded - out, hung from thie center of the
ceiling. -Exalted Ruler Glover and Mrs. Glover

led' the grand march, while a ladies’ orchestra
furnished the music for the evening.

Aberdeen, Wash., Lodge Presents
Spectacular Vaudeville Program

Members and visiting Elks from every part
of southwestern Washington recently enjoyed
a monster vaudeville program, staged by Aber-
deen, Wash., Lodge, No. 503. Tacoma, Cen-
tralia, Chehalis, Kelso, Longview, -Puyallup,
Raymond and Hoquiam were notably well
represented. The program consisted of fifteen
acts of vaudeville, while the Aberdeen Lodge
Glee Club and two orchestras contributed to a
most spirited evening.

Bellingham, Wash., Lodge Contributes
Equipment to Local Hospital

Hospital equipment representing an aggregate
cost of 81,100, contributed by Bellingham, Wash.,
Lodge, No. 194, to St. Luke’s Hospital, is now
in use. This includes four standard hospital
beds, a patent orthopedic bed and an Albee
table, the latter known as the best obtainable
equipment for use in applying casts. There is
still a cash balance of $400 in the Lodge fund
for the hospital, and it has been decided to use
this money in purchasing a sun-ray machine, if
a satisfactory one can be obtained.

Another matter of interest occupying the at-
tention of the members is a proposed new $500,-
ooco Home for the Lodge. Among the facilities
projected for this building are a gymnasium,
swimming pool, comfortable living rooms, and
an adequate Lodge room.

Newark, Ohio, Lodge Honors
James R. Cooper

Newark, Ohio, Lodge, No. 391, honored
James R. Cooper, President of the Ohio State
Elks Association, at a testimonial banquet at-
tended by over three hundred Elks, including
present and past State officers. Past District
Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Harry D. Hale
of Newark presided as toastmaster and Past
Presidents Edward Slough of Mansfield, Clyde
Reasoner of Zanesville, %ohn Sherry of Bellaire
and Blake C. Cook of Kent paid well deserved
tributes to the guest of honor. Other speakers
were Secretary of State Clarence J. Brown; Dis-
trict Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler A. C. Andreus
of New Philadelphia; Past District Deputy
Grand Exalted Ruler Alex Moore of Athens;
John W. Ranney of Columbus, Secretary of the
Association; Fred W. Maerkle of Lakewood,
State Association Trustee; and Mayor Edward
Wiegand of Lakewood; N. C. Parr of New
Philadelphia, Vice-President of the Association
and Assistant Attorney-General of Ohio; and
Grant Mouser, Jr.,, a Past Exalted Ruler of
Marion Lodge. Mr. Cooper was presented with
a huge basket of roses, and in responding to
the various speakers outlined plans for the
scholarship foundation which the State Assacia-
tion is promoting. Mr. Cooper is a Past Ex-
alted Ruler of Newark Lodge, a Past District
Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler, and at present is
serving as Secretary of his home Lodge.
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Niagara Falls, N. Y., Lodge Active
Despite Temporary Quarters

Despite the fact that Niagara Falls, N. Y,
Lodge, No. 346, is occupying small temporary
quarters while its new S150,000 Home is being
built on the site of the old one, it is not in any
sense having a dull season. It has already initi-
ated one large class of candidates; its officers
and degree team have initiated a class for Buffalo,
N.Y., Lodge, No. 23, and a selective membership
campaign is- in progress. As a result of this
effort it expects to initiate the largest class of its
history early in March.

Bluffton, Ind., Lodge Has
Splendid Degree Team

Bluffton, Ind., Lodge, No. 796, has recently
organized a degree team which is meeting with

great success throughout the district. Its ﬁrst
appearance was on the occasion of District

.Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Louis F. Crosby’s

official visit to the Lodge. Mr. Crosby was
much impressed by the splendid work of the team
and by the musical features which accompanicd

_it. The enthusiasm and interest already dis-

pl%lyed assure the success of the team, which
wi be_glad to render its services to sister
Lodges in the district.

Rochester, N. Y., Lodge Active
In Games and Sports

The athletic activities enjoyed by members of
Rochester, N. Y., Lodge, No. 24, are many and
varied. The Lodge basketball team recently
won a hotly contested and exciting match from
the Police team representing Precinct No. 2,
whilé the two-man bowling tournament, held
on the Lodge’s new alleys, and open to all
bowlers of the city, was most successful. The
large number of entries started bowling at
2 P. M., with hour squads, and continued until
m:idnight. Attractive prizes were awarded the
winners.

Alliance, Neb., Lodge Has Had
Successful Year

Alliance, Neb., Lodge, No. 961, has had an
active year in all of its departments, staging
many successful functions and taking a leading
part’ in welfare work. A minstrel show and
a three-day carnival were each highly sqccessful
and netted the Lodge a goodly sum for its trea-
sury. Alliance Lodge has also shown a healthy
growth, and the initiation of large classes has
been a regular feature at all meetings.

Bristol, Tenn., Logfe Opens
New Addition to Home

An elaborate ball marked the formal opening
of the new addition to the Home of Bristol,
Tenn., Lodge, No. 232. The addition consists
of a large lobby, dining hall, kitchen, ballroom
and auditorium, roof garden, and shower rooms,
dressing rooms and many other facilities not to
be found in the old Home. Much of the old
Z‘;ﬂding has been redecorated and remodeled

0.

Shenandoah, Pa., Lodge Clinic
Benefits Crippled Children .
Twelve children, from among those exaxmne('_
some months ago at the clinic held in the Honl“;
of Shenandoah, Pa., Lodge, No. 045, Yecen:'
were operated on at the State Hospital, under ‘l"(l
auspices of the Schuylkill County CrippiC l(~
Children’s Society. It is believed that the h:x} &
patients will be wholly reclaimed through ke
operations,
. The occasion for the largest session of the year
in Shenandoah Lodge was the recent Visit O
District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler Floy
McAlee. Speeches, an entertainment and sup-
per were greatly enjoyed by the capacily
gathering.

Fulton, N. Y., Lodge Burns Mortgage
On 25th Anniversary )

Over 200 members and visiting Elks mmgss;d
the burning of the mortgage which marke ! the
twenty-fifth anniversary celebration of Fulton,

(Continued on page 81)



























