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GOMPROMISE ENDING
MANY RENT STRIKES

Publicity Given to Profiteering
Landlords Has Curbed Some,
It Is Reported.

DEFENSE COUNCILS IN WORK

They WIIl Co-operate with Mayor’'s
Committee—Court Holds Up 50

Evictions in Bronx.

~ Reports made vesterday to the Mayor's |

Committee on Rent Profiteering and in-
formation obtained from the Munieipal ;
Courts indicated that the percentage of;
landlord and tenant cases being com-|
promised to the satisfaction of hoth;
parties is increasing. It was said the|
publicity attendant on the operations ofl
rent-profitecring landlords as well as the
investigation instituted by Commissioner
of Accounts Hirshflcld have had a bene—-’
ficial effect upon some of the morel
grasping landlords.

Henry Kempner of the Law Commit-
tee on Rent DProfitcering was instru-.
mental in ffecting compromises in the,
cases of seventcen tenants and the land--
lord of 1,483-1,485 Hoe Avenue, the
Bronx. The landlord consented to give
the tenants leases for a year, to make
repairs, and in some cases to grant a
slight reduction in rent.

It was announced that at a mecting of
the interborough delegates of the Com-

munity Councils of National Defense, it
-

" were unjustified.

1 was declded to appoint a committee to

i co- operate with the Mayor's Committee

:on Rent Profiteering. There are in oper-
‘ation eighty-two Community Councils in
the city and local committees will be ap-
pointed to obtain evidence of rent profi-
teering and report the cases to the
Mayor’'s Committee. '

Leglslative Inquiry on Friday.

The State Legislative Committee
which was appointed to study the hous-
ing and rent situdation will meet on Fri-
day afternoon at 3 o'clock in the City
Hall instead of tomorrow, as had been
previously announced. Senator C, C.
Lockwood is Chairman. At the meeting
the present situation will be lald before
the committee by Mayor Hylan, Nathan
Hirsch of the Mayor’'s Committee, and
by a representative of the State Recon-
struction Committee. The members of

the State commiftee are Senators
Lockwood, Abeles, Dunnigan, Xaplan,
and Carson, and Assemblymen Mec-
Whimnney, Caulfield, Hd.]llmlll Milley,
and Mrs. Sammis, .
P’hilip Rubin, who said he was land-
lord of 615 and 61T Watkins Avenue,
Brooklyn,

his houses had threatened his life be-
cause he had increased their rent $§1 a
month. He made an_ affidavit smtmg
that his receipts ror the last year were
$1,730 and his expenditures  $2,043,
asserting that he had increased the rent
in order to cover his expenses. Tha
Mayor's Committee invited representa-
tives of thie tenants to appear today.
Acting for the DMayor's Committee
Captain C. A. Goldsmith arbitrated the
cases of tenants on strike in three
i houses in Rrownsville, who refused to
! pay rent because they felt the increases

fected were at 331 Hinsdale Street,
‘ where twenty-three families. were on

complained to the Mayor's.
' Committee yesterday thaf the tenants in

The settlements ef-,

= - i
etrike; 534 and 640 Powell Street, con-
taining thirty-four families, and 2,044
Bergen Street, with twenty-two famlilies.
The landlords consented to ruise the
rents no more than $1 to $2.

Although Munlcipal Justice Willlu&l
Morris in the Bronx had given fifty
tenants on a ront strike in the houses at
632-634-036 East 136th Street until yes-
terday to pay their rent or movo, he
refused to slgn eviction warrants against
them when Cit é,' Marshal Jaffe presented
them. He said he would not slgn until
he received affidavits that none of .the
tengnts was dependent on any one in the

military service for support.
Wait to Be Put Out.

The houses in question are those in
which fifty tenants went on strike in
April, when one of their number was
dispossessed, but decided later to pay
their .rent. Later they went on strike

agaln when five of the leaders in the
first strike were served with dispossess
notices. The cases of the five have not
yet been settled. The tenants have
packed their household goods and are
ready to move, but refuse to do so until
they are put out, thus entailing some
expenditures by the landlord.

When Justice Morris refused to sign
the eviction warrants, H. Bennett Sol-
omon, counsel for the lessor, threatened
to institute mandamus proceedungs to
compel him to sign. Meanwhile the City
Marshal is busy attempting to obtain
the affidavits demanded.

Compromises -by which the tenants
agreed to pay half the increases de-
manded by the landlords were effected
before Justice Scanlan in Part II. of
the Bronx Municipal Court yesterday.
The cases were those of seventeen ten-
ants in the apartment house, 1,121 Tin-
ton Avenue, and twenty-five tenants at
2,419 Hoffman Street,

Twenty tenants in the apartment, 3,810
Park Avenue, who complained that their
rent was raised from §$18 to $21 in 1018
and since then had been increased to
835, were given until Saturday by Jus-
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tice Scanlan to pay the. increase or
move. The Selmord Stanhodge Realty
Company is the landlord.

Captain Goldsmith of the Mayor's
Committee will meet a tenants’' commit-
tee from two Brownsville apartment
houseg at 10 o'clock today In an en-.
deavor to settle the dispute. The ten-
ants of elghty apartments refuse to pay
rent unless the Increases demanded are

‘reduced.




