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Mr. Preésident,
'-: ‘D{-s;fiﬁgui"s}iied 'Méx"n‘bers of the SAIGON LIONS CLUB,

Iam prw:lgged to talk on .a subject which .is of .s;nnczm
to “all who .are 1nterested in the welfare. and advancement .of

_the peoples the wprld over, and in partwular «dn - the .welfare

and advancement of the. people of Vietnam : I .am speaking
-of Cooperatzon. It is an extensive subject indeed, but I try
to put it in a nutﬂhe”ll and ‘to consider it in the 11ght of our
local c1rcu.mstances. o : -

The coopera-tive movement “has spread round the .world,
Tt ‘never ‘stops extentiing ‘its ‘empire, Stetnming from the. inborn
sexitiment “of l:frofhefhbod among men, it can be traced ‘back
0 “the dlden pracuces of t:ommumty labor performed by 'groups
‘of “pevple Workmg togefher for ‘the common welfare, Howevgz,
everywheére and “almost in every instance, its appearance. has
“been’ in response to the [pressures of need. We .can safely. say
that’ cobperatlbn and cooperatwes are « Daughters of . Necessxty 2,

A popular response to 2 definite social and economic situa-
“biom; “Oooperation’ f1ra£ :tp*peared gnd devéloped among workers and
veamrs. '

In -Emope mfhere ‘the people ‘were confronted By the me-
chanical and industrial revolution which threatened the independ-
enee -of ithe ifsolated* worker and -the “unorganized ‘Tbot - classes,
‘Uobpcra'tion ha*s :msertzd itsélf ‘a8 : canmumve fcrce '

In “the Umféd ‘Sta’tes of ‘Ametica, thowever paraﬂmizal ‘It
Ay -seein,” Gwperatmn was ‘bvm ‘in agric&lmrﬁd rafher ﬂi’m
mdus‘u‘:al surmuﬁdmgs. |

" thtat” »to‘umry, ‘wrth its lng‘h ifidustridt developmery, Hhé
distiibition - of ‘gootls reactred such 2 ‘degree of ¢fficiency that
no need was félt for cooperative orgamzatwns .among .the in=-
ﬂustrial wor‘kars. However for quite a'long time, the Tarmers’
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condition remained quite precarious and it was they who devel-
oped the cooperative movement in the. U_.S. P

... In Asian, countries, Cooperation, has been ,regarded as a
“reaction of the « tillers of the tand » ‘to 'the “expansion of a
trade economy., Here, Cooperation has foqnd’fertﬂe ground for

il

1ts dreams of 11berat1on of the peasantry b nt u:ider centunes

sdc:al prOgress,'
techmques and more CfflClCnt systems of productton.

i
s,

Let us consider the part played by Cooperat:on in those

countnes we term as « underdeveloped », though mest of them are

“of ‘old c1v1l1zat1ons. They are charactertzed l;ty two essentnal facta:
fttst, their fnatural resources, sometimes nse, . have no__ ‘been

developed extenswely, and second the:r ipopulationg are. mcteasmg !

‘at an accelerated and alarmmg rate. Rtsmg ,last fro their
century-old lethargy, those countmes are ea T to Jommm the
‘modern community of economic advancement. C peration. offets
itgelf as 2 device to help them to compensate for theI delays .eXRe-
‘rienced  and to adapt themselves to the pace of modem l1fe.

‘.' f

Cooperanon 1s, in effect, ,a formul,a fot- somo—econqgm;p

detrelopment, which Viet-Nam has resolved to adopt in o,rgl,ej; AP

progressively and - harmoniously integrate its growmg man-power -

and 1ts resources mto its national recoqatmcthq progpam,. i

\
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many previous installations were destroyed adurmg the .war . years

a:”i the spltt.tmg of : the, coum:ry at the 17th panallel has depr:’ved:: j\li;_'

B8PV, mdm- "
m)s faoting. with
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pcr,,concentrate 1oyr efforts- on the ptomotmn of oooperatwes'
. consumers’ copperatives, hand1craft and fishery  cooperatives among-
othcns,. and. particularly on rice- processmg and ot.het agr1cu1tural
. coopetatives, . oo SR : . : :

FEYRS “i?!

The establishment of consumers’ cooperatives in our coun-
~:try-has been. Jdifficult. for various reasons. . There is a diversified
range of commodmes, an absence of commodity standards, trans-
portation is often difficult and costly. But progress has been
 made in consumers cooperatives particularly ‘with the refugee
populauon and -other. newly regrouped people. L -
k In V1etnam, the handlcraft 1ndustry is but a supplemental
acuvny, yet a very important one. It -affords the utilization of
.either..the. surplus family labor, or the - farming labor ‘,aVa1_1able
for some_months during the year, S s

We have. 56 . handicraft, cooperatwes grouping, 5,969 craft-
man famlhes, Our Government strongly SUpports. theu activities
by granting them gpecial privileges for import of raw materials
“and, heIng them modermze production techmques. A. Handicraft
Deyefopment Center has been estabhshed in Saxgon for vocatmnal
o,r1entat10n,dmarket mvesugatmn and control of. the producuon_
after the patterns agreed upon for each . craft act1v1t'§f

We a11 are aware; that f1shmg, espec:aily deep-sea f1sh1ng,
‘.c,onatlt_utes_san .important . resource; Yet it is under-developed so far,

The present network of fishery cooperatives includes 76

- formations; grouping- overi 15,000 mémbers.. NWith:a fleet of 37,000

:motoriged: fishing boats of!-which. 10,000 belong: to.: the oooperatives,

- and owith . the rincreased-uge., of nylon nets, catches of: f1sh have
‘\tl\ﬁbledy Seis ‘f“’i'..“-#il"i‘-f“ VLt T ey - LT

_ To date, nine f1sh1ng ports with fish markets for wholesale_
deagets haye been created.; These are.. logated :at . Vamlang, Vung-
Tauy Hq;ntqn, Phanthxet,. ‘Nhatrang,:-Quinhon, Danang and .Tan
thuandongr(Salgon) In :96:, weexpect.that the fish -markets will be
provtded with cold sterage; 1 facilities - and 10, tof xce-makmg machines,
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“WWith the ‘Govarntent's suppert, ‘ the hshery ‘eobperatives
during the last ‘few ywars 'have expovted to- Singapore ‘over,481
“tons rof fresh: f;sh ‘bringing in 1,705,842 Str. dollars, while “the
Dalat Market Gardeners' Cooperative has exported to ‘the same:dest-
ination 1,766 tons of vegetables valued at 297,875 Str, dollars,

Neﬁt let ug: tdlk nbuut ‘11<!e~pufocessmg and other ‘agriewltural
cooperaqves. : -

' 'I-'-h'e'y are ‘developing rapitly, “-owing to ithe Government's
energetic action coupled with ‘the enthusiastic support of ‘the po-
pulation which has come to realize their usefulness. Of the 265
*eﬂxmmng;cooperatives, totaling 8,810 ‘members with ‘472,%81 paid-
‘up 'shares ‘amounting to VN$27860; ;807, ‘119 are rice-processing ‘or
agricultural, with' 58,794 memErers anﬂ 1“65,849 pai&-up shares Va-
lued at 15,710,5128.

However, stheir operanon has been hindered by serious d:ff-
'1cu1t1es, notably by ‘the lack of able leaders and experienced man-
-agers. To correct thrs defmency,- a Cooperative ReSearch and
‘Trammg ‘Center ‘was created 3 year ago in Saigon, w:th help of
‘the US Cooperauve League and the "United States Operatrons Mrs-

‘gion, 'Reégular’ and refresher courses “have ‘been organized for fhe
benefit of the - cooperatives’ stdff . as for young -people anxious
to make their careers in the growing Cooperat:ve Program. Likewise

we...are <constahtly endeavoring: .to “‘seek - imrprowed isolution to
.the many :problems -of stocking, storage, :transport, wupply, snark.
eting, ' etc... ‘

Gomg ong step 'fumther than szng‘le coopebatwe Syswms,
we have sencouraged -the creation: of - Unions or ‘Federavions: 1o
group:“the: Cooperatives . themsélves o strengthen “the program by
. enguring * quality of product, umform processing and markefing
modern1zat10n.

The =Nat1ona1 'Unmn of Agrimltuﬂll Goe-pernﬁves * shith
indluden 52 ‘coops with:4o,138 themibéts, has ‘Terently ‘set irp head-
qumers i Saigen’ ite: ‘dedl with :problems of : supply mﬂi *frunsp‘é'rt-
- «amm and do: develop m’l:erd-coepem'trvfe'relé’ﬁu ng, . ‘
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The: cooperative structure which: we have. established has
exerciged 8. healthy effect on the economic development of the coun- -
try, especially im the  agricultural: field.. Cooperation: has enabled
the farmers te improve. production, diversify their crops, progress-
1vely eliminate the middlemen, and to effectively fight agamst usury,
an &vil which had been prevalent for centuries in rural areas. -

'Besides its direct acuion,;, Qooperation serves to support and
to.implament the -various Government. progsams. for economic deve-.
lopment-and improvement of ruril life, such: as the-programsg: of agri-
cultural, cradit;, agnarian reform, and land development. -

Cooperation also tends to stabilize the market prices of aggi--
culturals products, especiaily paddy: for which' the lowest -market
price of ‘a-¢ giaw has'been set ‘at 4o piasters. The- Cdoperatives secure
regular markets for producers, who can now avoid selling their pro-
ducts below the _official price, particularly at harvest time when
prmes are lawest and the farmers are in pressmg need of money..
Recently, the Commissary’s Office mgned contracts .with, rice coo~
pm:atwes to sugply aw important stock of paddy for the. Army (26 749_
tons. valued at gver 72 ‘million for~ 1959 and 127,709 tons, valued at
66 mﬂhon for 1960).

. Ina word, through direct action as well as by their supportmg
_effect, the - cooperatives have corntnbu“ced’ to ‘a great extent to the
expansiont of" economic act1v1ttes in- thé' country and' to the success
of natformal! reconstruction - ‘programs. They Have' presented our peole,
our farmers i in particular, with « a most precious -¢apital' perhaps tHe
- hardest. to. gaim in under-developed: countries : experience andiknow-
how .in, the economic field », said our Presudent NGO- DINH DIEM
addressmg the Natmnal Assembly on October 6 1958. '

In underdeveloped countries,‘the ecoiotic and the socml‘
aapecta are al.ways closely ‘linked together, For Vzétnam, especmlly
after a long wat, it - 1s _essential to remforce the basic - soccal'
subsiructure prior to ‘any enc‘teavor for  economic’ expansion. In
other: veards; it 'is: essential to: reansalidate. -the: producers’ individual
action before mxﬁmmg amny aol!loctw. i dwe!nprment acnmm Inv keap.-
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ing with that concept, cooperation functioning simultaneously with
agrrcultural .credit, has helped: first ito. resettle -displaced people and
Northern refugees and to stabxllze the’ poor farmers,.

I i

_To acl-neve max1mum eff1c1ency, natmnal reconstruction pro-,
gtams ‘must be 1mp1emented w1th both the econom1c and the socxal
aspect in mind.

‘In-the countryside, -the traditional economic and ‘social life
operates within'a narrow <circle composed of so many rural commus«’
nities, with so many exclusive societies and tight economiés, Now we
" ‘are to break that narrow circle, and enlarge stage:by stage the coo<:
perative circuit, extending it to intercommunal and interprovincial
dimensions and finally to a national scope. Toward that end, there
has:recently been. created Farmers’ Assdciations, which are:. rural-
cooperatives.. with - mulmpurpose activities at different . operamonal
levels. : : ‘ : Lo

- These are 1ooked upon as economic and soc1al uhits wherc the
farmers work together to rarse their general standard of lwmg on the
such as : supply, processmgs, mark,etmg, etc... farmers associations”
members undertake ‘social activities ‘to 1mprovc the1r tradmonal
ways of living ; housing, clothing, food, publi¢' samtatmn educa-
tron, etc‘..‘

We fnow have 4 Provmcml Farmerg Assocxatmns, 84. at the,
drstnct level and 650 village F.A.s,. There are, 26:,996 me,mhers
dwxded into 8,854 .basic groups whrch constitute thc foundation. of
the cooperatwe structure of the country. . . .o

“A factor of economi¢ and social progress, Cobpefatmn 1s
'alSo mtended to consphdate the democratzc strength of ‘the Natmn.

R RS RS SR

‘By the1r orgamzatzon-type and structure, by. their intrumen-

talmes, by the quahﬁcatrons requrred of . members, ,cooperatlves

are. regular schools of ctwcs ‘where our people a quamt themselves

with the citizen’s “duties, w1th ‘the. sense of natmnal discrphne and
w1th group act1on anr_‘ respons:bﬂnt:ee as well ‘ o

TR Ty “="'>.!1,

-« One. fof all, all form cne i Isn’ﬂ xnt true- ‘that ! t.he cooperd*
twe moto embod:es the, vepy! spmt -of Dermocnacy Rid o tnd unins
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I is said Cooperation confers on wus the. most _precious
part of what it owns : a way of living:It develops -regponsible
men anxious to contribute to the common good and to raise their
individual dignity . through their collective- efforts,,

Accordingly, we have for these past -years intensified our
effort to impart to the public'the sense of Cooperation and coope-
rative practice. We have encouraged the creation of structural
Cooperation- units wherein farmers as cooperators learn together
to see, to discuss and to appraise. As small centers of popular
education, - those units constitute the first. links of a nation-wide
system for -the dissemination of new ideas and techniques among.
the rural people. . : : .

" In our country; cooperatives do not discourage individual
undertakings nor do they cause them to lose their identity, They
rather "strengthen their autonomy. and .their independence. by as-
soclating them into a democratic coalition. Far from. leading.to a
disrupting’-of. traditional .ways .of living. or causing -disruptions in.
rural circles, cooperatives constitute -the natural exlension of the
home and the farm. . ;

- Taking ‘root in -popular surroundings and stemming from the
village communities, cooperatives aré an internal part;of the very:
life ‘of the people. They:bring to the farms more and more new
scientific conquests, better and better . :organizational - techniques.
By acquainting people “with . cooperative managerial practices, they:
infuse “into" the economy. the: yery.-essence of..Democracy.:

. Spreading throughout the country, cooperatives function as
matly « small democracies » composed of -producers:and consumers
who, ‘on ‘equal footing, work together freely in group ‘actions and
joint -decisions.” Autonomous, yet fiot isolated -units, they constantly".
interrelate through their federative ‘organizational - structures. By~
giving each his. chance and by favoring the, access of all to ‘a better:
life, they establish an authentically democratic economy.

_ At times there can be found ‘4 miitber of 'moody spirits who
take ‘offense at privileges granted to’ the cooperativés: such as sube
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sidies, preferential tariffs, and exemption from certain taxes. They
imagine that such- privileges are weapons for unfair competition
with othér economic sectors, They should be reminded that the Go-
vernment of Free Vidtnam is a popular Government of good will
and that Cooperation is a popular movement, a means of strengthe-
ning the ~weak, It is vitally important that the State support
the Benighted masses and free them from the tyrannies which have
crushed them for centuries. The - temporary privileges granted lo
to ‘get a start in thxs progtafn of self—supportmg mral develop-
ment. It should ‘also be noted  thit4uccessful cooperatives increase
the rural purchasing power thus creating new markets -and con-
tributing to the general prosperity of the nation. .

In short, ‘the ecénomic policy of Viétnam aims at realizing
a harmonious growth of all regiens and all economic sectors of
the country for the indispensable maintenance of the - national
stability and growth. In the ' cooperative field as well as in other
séctors, our Government makes a point of offering to the people
an economic and social solution and at the same time a humani--
tarian solution to their problems.

At this point, I feel that we will all agrée with Mg, Murray
LINCOLN, Chairman of the US Cooperative League. When ad-
dressing a general meeting of cooperatives recently convened in
New-York, he noted that too often Cooperatives have been looked
upon as nothing but economic units. Let it be said here that
successful cooperatives are bound to improve not énly. the eco-
nomic life of the people, but also their social and spiritual life.

Cooperation is based on a formula for democratic organis
zation - of the economy. It is also a significant force of moral-
rearmament and social revolution, integrated into the reconstruce
tion programs of many countries where it regenerates the basic
human texture. '

In most Asian countries Cooperation has been considered
29 the expression of an ideplogical choice, Reaching far beyond
mere material ends, Cooperation revitalizes their tradmons of soli-,
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darity and their old assets of civilization to forge new humanism
founded on free association and community development.

Reflecting the profound aspirations of our people, Coope-
ration helps to realize our national ideals for the establishment of
the Common Good and the active respect of the Human Person.

Contrary to the totalitarian system which, in the Communist
Hell, consecrates the grasp of the State over private undertakings,
out cooperative system is founded on the universally acknowledged
principles of liberty, Faithful to the personalist doctrine advocated
by the Chief of State, granting pre-eminence to the Human Person,
his dignity and his rights, it aims at promoting the active and
enlightened participation of all strata of the population to the
common endeavor toward well-heing and progress. A humanitarian
solution and an asset of civilization, as well as a factor of peace,
cooperation asserts the will of the people to build a new order
founded on Solidarity and Brotherhood.

. Mr. President,

I have tried to expound some concepts and cspecially
review some present and future developments of Cooperation in
Viet-Nam.

: While the achievements spoken of are not too eloquent
by themselves, they testify to the will of both the people and

the Government ‘to go ahead, confident as they are in the
constructive value of Cooperation and- its expanding forces for
the promotion of Economic Efficiency and Social Justice.

) I conclude by quoting our beloved President who, address-
“ing the National Assembly on October 6, 1958, said : « Our society
is founded on two solid pillars, the Family and the Village. We

~must complete that traditional socio-political binomial by adding
a third term, the cooperative organization, an economic cell en-
trusted with the task of ensuring adequate material conditions
for the harmonious ex1stence of the familial and adm:mstratwe
cells of the Natxon 8
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