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Notes on the conversation between the fGerman Foreign Minister
and the Jupanese Joreign Minister, MATSUO¥A, on 28 March 1941,

-

The German Feredga Minieter expressed his satisfaction at being
able to spcak with Matsuoka a second time. The rfuchrer would have
liked to expreues his attltude o 412 cruestions at hand more fully, but
vas mach occupicd for the time being with the developments in Yugoslavia.
The details, however, wers not so iuportants The essential part was
the cuesticn of possidvilities and proépecis of closer cooperaticn
between Jazan and Germany, that is, conceyaing the transition from the
passive to the active cooperation of Japan in the common task. The
Germans had hezrd with gr-at Shtisfaction how gpiritedly Matsuoka was
proceeding on this matter, It was attually the test opportunity that
had ever been granisd /Japan/ %o achieve her objectives, and it would
be better to make wse of this opportunity defors ii slipped awzy. The
Trivartite Fact was one.o” the most important hgveements and it formed
the basis of relations between Japan and Germary for centuries. There
were no clashes of inierest,

The situation was such that a new order could only be established
if Great Britain were utterly defeated. Thic was true in even’greater
measure for Japan than ior Germany, which already dominated the European
continent and which would within this year draw into her dominion the
Mediterranean area and Africa, insofar as she hud interests. Germany
would then have all she needed. She did nct seek world domination as
Roosevelt had falsely asserted. The Fueurer wanted to get the war over
with as soon as possible in order to turn back to his task of construc-
Yion. The gozl which he had #%signed Limself, namely to assure the
Reich the utmost security, had realiy already been achieved.

In coatrast, the new order in the Greater East Asia sphere.could
onply be achieved if Japan also ccantrolled the south. For this, however,
the capture of Singapore was essential,

Rogarding Russia, the German Foreign Minister declared that the
Germans did not know how things would develop in this direction. It
was possivle that Russia might take the wrong course, although he
really didn't expect this of Steiin. o one could know, At any rate
Germany would instantly strike if Russia undertook anything against £
Japan and would thereby cover Japan's rear with respect to Russia.
In this fashion the first of the misgivings of the Japanese statesmen,
and especially of the Japanese army, reported by Ambassador Ott, would
be set at rest by the help of the German army. The second misgiving,
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which the Japanere Navy ia pariicuisr had exprossed with regard to
the Znglish Homs Fiewt and the Englich Medilerrsnczn Fleei. he (the
German Foreign Miniciec) seulé aayer by saying that béth these
Znglich fleets would be conlaived by Garasyy wiithin Burcposn end
Hediterrancan waters, Finally ihe Jepanesc anxisty resardiing America
had been sxyroas2d. The nfbed Siates, howaver, would no%t risk ner
fleet aguins® dapen, and she woa?d no* send it out farther thon tho
Hawaiian Islaads. & grcas Jnoansee encceess at Singagore would, on
the contravy, strengther &nsiicsy ucuiral’ry. Roosevelt wouid then
hesitate to underiake anything at all imprudent.

Blthongn s {the Corman Foreign Minieter) thoroughly uaderstood
the situwtiuz in Japen, which Matsuoka hed jllustrated ty his tale of
the tiger ard her young. yet he must allude agaiu to @ fact that two
of the strozpgest coonlries in the world. who are posssssed of a youthful,
powerful, erd Tearv.ca2 ecpirib, hoi beon granbed ty Frovidence an op-
portunity that perhaoss recurs cnly ence in a thovsund years., Germany's
great oppoiiwmiiy lics ia hor Fusnrsrc. whuse co swworkers are merely
implements to carry cut his will. EHs (the German Foreign Minisper)
had pgzin :ud aea’s exriaired to the Znglish and French Ambassadors
that they mist mever fali in%o the exror of comparing the Germzny of
Today with the Germauy of 1914 and 1918,

Bren then the Z2ich had stood up for four years against a world
of enemies, and only through its disunity and its inner weakness had
it lost the war. Now, however, it was unified and had thereby double
strength, which, thrcougn the hizhly gifted leadersnip of Adolf Hitler,
would be redoubled so thai henceforth Germany must be regarded as having
four times here strength in the [Firsi/ World War. The ambassadors had
throvn this waralng to the winds. Kowever these predictions had boen
fulfilled and there was noihing in the world which would stop Germany
and Italy from ruling absoluiely the European--African hemispheres, If
such an opportunily should present itself to Japan uunder such circum—
etances, she musi consider thess things very carefully and not let the
opportunity slip from her graszp.

To be sure when the preesent war would eud, could not be prophesized
with certainty, but the CGerman Foreign Mirisler had the feeling that
perhaps England might collazpse sooner than was generally expected, If
the English were to beg suddenly for peacs, it would be most desirable
if Germany and Japan were able together to determine that peace.

‘The German Foraign Minister then spoke of his family traditioms,
which had always tcen pro Japanese. Moreover he had already in 1934 had
an importvant tallz with the Fuehrer on German-Japanese collaboration,

The Fuehrer's high rerpect for Japan had begun with the Russc. -Japanese
war. Now the most important thing was not to let slip the joint
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opportunity which offered itself in 1941,

Matsuoka replied that he was of the same opinijn. He too believed
on the basis of reason and intuition that 1941 woul | appear in history
as a decislive year. In it the greatest tragedy, th3 collapse of the
British Empire, would take place. He felt that the German nation in
Burope and the Japanese nation in the Far East actel almost under a
divine order to break up the British Empire and to 2stablish a Hew
Ordere.

Matsuoka then asked what attitude Germany would assume toward
the United States if England were brought to her krees in summer, but
America were not as yel at war.

The German Foreign Minister answered that thi; depended on the
attitude of the Unitved States herself, Of course, the possibility of -
an occupation of the British Isles required a good-weather period,
and the British-might possibly try to set up a new government in the
United States, 3But in his opinion this could not be carried out.

Matsuoka thereupon made his guestion more specific in the fol-
lowing way: If England were beaten to the ground, the United States
would not, in his opinion, go on supporting the British Empire, Canada
would be merely more or less annexed, Would Germany, under these
circumstances, leave the United States alone? The German Foreign
Minister replied that Germany had no interest whatsoever in a war
against the United States. Matsuoka acknowledged this with satisfac-
tion and the remark that one had to reason with the Anglo-Saxons as
a whole; if we did not succeed in converting America to our ideas,

a New Order could not be established. The German Foreign Minister
replied, that each would exercise control in his own sphere. Germany
vould do this, together with Italy, in the Xuropean-African sphere,

the United States would have to limit hereelf to the American conti-
nent, and the Far Zast would be reserved for Japan. As regards Ruassia,
she would have to be watched cloeely and revolutionary propaganda
would not be permitted on any account. In the future only the afore-
mentioned three spheres of interest would remain as great centers of
power. The British Empire would disappear.

Matsuoka replied that the only great problem that would remain
thereafter was Russia. Japan was ready to let Russia get to an ice-~
free sea via India or Iran, but would not tolerate the Russians on
the Chinese coast. Matsioka then asked whether the Fuehrer had ever
consigered the poesibilities of a Russo-Japanese-German Pact. The
Ge Foreign Minister dexied this and dubbed closer co-operation
with Russia an absolute Imposaibility., as the spiritual bases of the
army as well as the rest of the nation were completely opposed. The
Soviet Union was still internationally inclined while Japan and
Germany thought nationally. Russia undermined the family, Germany
stood up for it. Eere, as between fire and water, a union was
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impossible. ©Stualin was very skillful and had therefore under the
circumstances pravaliing at that time, concluded the pact with Germany.
Russia would also have joined the Tripartite pact, but her terms could
not bve met. The wnole zffair vwas being treated dilatorily by Germany,
as he could tell Matsuoka confiden®iallye. Besides that, Gormany was
watching the Soviet Unioa closely, and - this Matsuoka must know at all .
events -« she was prepared for any eventuality. Germany would no% pro-
voke Russia, but if Stalin‘s policy was not in accord with what the
Fuehrer though* right, he would shatter Russia. Matsuoka replied that
Japan was now gvoiding irritating Russia. Japan was waiting for Germany
to complete its victory in the Balkans, Without the good services of
Germany and without her strength Japan would have no chance to com-
pletely improve Russo~Japanese relations,

Matsuoka furthermore talked of the long-term commercial treaty,
which would be concluded with Bussia, He then put before the German
Foreign Minister the quzstion, if he should on his return trip stop
over a little longer in Moscow, to0 negotinte with the Russians regard-
ing the Non-Aggression Pact or the Neutrality Pact. Here he emphasized
that immediate admission of Russia to the Tripartvite Pact would never
be allowed by the Jap~nese people. It would On the contrary cause
one cry of indignation to arise throughout Japan. The German Foreign
Minister replied that such an accession of Russia to the pact was out
of the question 2nd avsggested to Matsuoka, if at all possible, not to
touch on the aforementionsd questions #n Moscow, as it was not apt to
fit quite into the framework of the present situation.

Upon a further remark by Matsuoka, that the conclusion of a
fishing and of a commercial agreement would improve the atmosphere
between Russia and Japan, the German Foreign Minister replied that
there were no objections to the conclusion of such purely commercial
treaties. In this connection, Matsucka further mentioned that America
was cloeely watching Japanese-Russian relations and for her part was
trying to conclude an agreement with Russia against Japan.

Matsuoka then again cume to speak of Singapore, The Japanese were
not worried about the British Nas+, However, there were Japanese cir-
cles which looked with great misgivings upon a conflict with America,
as they presumed that in such a case it would mean a five-to-ten year
war with the United States., He immediately admitted that America
would not stake her fleet in a war against Japan, but for that very
reason these Japanese circles were worried becarse under these circum-
stances the war would last for years. The German Foreign Minister
replied that in his opinion Roosevelt would never let it come to a
war, as he was fully aware of the impossibility of an advance against
Japan. dJapan for her part, could, however, occupy the Philippines and
thms deal a severe vlow t0 Roosevelt’s prestige. If Japan conquered
Singapore, the greafer part of the world would thus be under the con-
trol of the Tripartite Pact powers anyway and America would find herself
in an isolated position.
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Matesuoka was personzlly strongly in favor of the German Foreign
Minister‘s line of thought, Jf Japan did not 1vn the risk connected
with the congueriig of Singapore, it was his opinion that she would
become a third-rate power. YTherefcre, ir aay «zse, the blow would
have to be dealt one dzy. If he succecedsd at the esame time in kecping
the United Statous cuict for six moxntias, all difficulbies woulid be
overcome. A nation which hesitated in a matisr of such furcumenial
national importance weuld only wmrove that il lacked the mest important
characteristic, the capability of decision.

Berlin, 31 March 1941
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AFFIDAVIT

I, Paul 0. Schmidt, being first duly sworn on oath, depose and say:

1. That from 1923 to the collapse of the German Reich in May 1945,
I was Chief Imterpreter fur the Geiman Foreign Office, and as such was
personally present ard goted ag intovoreter and/or secretary at all
important Foreign Office aud cvher conlersnces between German Government
leadere and representatives of forsign gnvernments.

5. That in addition to being Chiuf Interpreter for the German
Foreign Office as alforesa:l, T wre olpn aftev the year 1739 th: Heoad
of the Secretariat Geneial of ine Cermun Jurciga Office =nd that my
latest government rank was that of a Minister in the Germen Foreign
Office.

z. That while acting as intocrpreter and/or secretary at such
meetings above referred to, it wos my official duty to and I did tako
notes concerning the cornvercatiops thail teek plece, ard at the con-
clusion of each such moeding, I prepaved Irom such notes a complete and
detailed record of vhat was said end transpired at such meetings.

4. That the records preparcd by me became the official German
Government recorde of whev was seid and transpired at such meetings.
That one copy of the record was filed writh the Ministcrs Office Section
of the German Foreign Office, which office acted in the capacity of
secretary to said Foreizn Orfice. Th=t anothor cooy of the rocord
of each of such mee%ings wue filed with the Private Secretariat of the
German Foreign Minister. That a third copy of the record of each of
such meetings was retained by me.

5. That said meetings, concerning which 1 made a vocord as afore-
gaid, wore of historicel importence and that such records wore also
propared by me for the exoress purpose of meintaining and preserving a
record of such meetirgs for historical purposces.

6. That the document attached hereto is & true and correct
photostatic copy of the origiral record, prepared personally by me in
the manner herein set forth and concerning a confcrence held on March
28th 1941 betwoon the Reichminister of Foreign Affairs and the Japanese
Minister of Foreign Affairs Matsuoka.

7. That I personally attended and acted as interpreter and/or
gsecretary at the conference last above mentioned apd that the record
prepared by me, and of which the attached document is a photostatic
copy, is a true and accurate asccount of what was seid and trenspired
at said conference.

et
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8. That I have been advised and am aware of the fact that the ‘
herein affidavit and tlie document atbttachcd hersto may be used in i
connection with the procecut ion of Jepancse War Criminals and make 1
this affidavit freely and volunterily and with knowledge of the above i
facts. 4
]

3.

|
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/8] Dr. Penl 0. Sckmidt
PAUL 0. SCHMIDT

Subscribed and sworn to before me at Nurnburg, Germany, this
third day of May L946.

/s/ Smith _W. Brookhart, Jr. Lt Col IGD

-----

SMITH W. BROOKHART, JR
Lt COLONEL IGD \ ; |
0-508524 l
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AFFIDAVIT

I, We P, Cumming, being first duly sworn on oath, depose and say:

i, Thet I'am an Attache of the United States Department of
State on the Staff of the United. States Political Adviser on Ger-
man Affeirs, and as such I am a representative ol the Office of
Military Government for Germeany (U.S.). That in my capacity as
above set forth, I have in my possession, custody, and centrol
at the Berlin Documents Center, Berlin, GCermany, the original
captured German Foreign Office files and archives.,

o, That said original Foreign Office files and archives
were captured and obtained by military forces under the command
of the Supreme Commander, Allied Expeditionary Forces, and upon
their seizure and capture were first assembled by said military
torces at & Military Documernt Center at Marburg, Germany, and were
later moved by authorized persornnel of sald Allied forces to saild
central documents center, above Teferred to, and known as the

Berlin Documents Center.

3. That 1 was assigned to szid document center at larburg,
Germany, on Aiugust 15, 1945; and said captured German Foreign
Office files and srcnives first came into my possession and cone-
‘rol while I was stationed at Marburg, Germany, and that there-
s{ter the same have continued in my possession and custody and

under my control.

4. That the document tc which this affidavit is attached
je a true ané correct photostatic copy of an original German

Foreign 0ffice document which was captured from said Germany fcreign

Ciiice files and archives, and which came into my possession and
custody and under my -contrel in the manner above set forth,

5. That said original document, of which the attached ls
a photostatic copy, is being held and retained by me in order that
it may be exsmined and inspected by varicus interested agencies,
snd a photostatic copy of said original is hereby furnished and
cortified to because of the unaveilabhility of said original for

the reascns above set forth.

s/ W. P, Cumniing
‘i'i?. P. CUILH'&ING : .

subscribed and sworn to before me this 22rd day of April 1946,

s/ G, H, Garde
G. H. GARDE

: Lt. Colonel, AGD
Acting Adjutent General

e e e “OFF1CE OF MILITARY
G  GOVERNMENT FOR GEREANY (U.S,.)
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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Doc. No. 4022 1 June 1946

ANALYSIS ©F DOCUMENT/RY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTICN OF 'TTACHED DCOCUMENT.

Title and Natufe: Memo of conference between Ribben-

trop and MATSUOKA.
Date: 28 Mar 41 Original ( )

Has it been translated? Yes (x)
Has it been nhotostated? Yes (x)

Copy (x) Language:
German
No ( )

No ( )

LOCLTION OF ORIGINAL (..LSO WITNESS if =ppliceble):
Document Division

SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: Nurnberg

PERSONS Ii.PLICATED: IIATSUOK4A, Yosuke; OSHIMA, Hiroshi

CRIZES TO "HICE DOCUMENT  PPLICABLE:
aggressive warfare (Germany)

Conspiracy for

SUMMARY OF RULEVANT POINTS (with page references):

(An affidavit by Dr. Paul Schmidt and a translation
are atteached to this document.)

Ribbentrop discusses the possibilities and prospects
of a closer collaboration between Japan and Germany, i.e.
"the transition from passive to active cooperation of Japan
on the common cause'". This concerns the greatest chance
for achievement of the Japanese aims, and it would be good
to use this chance. A New Order can be constructed only
when G.B. has been completely beaten. As far as the East
Asiatic area 1s concerned, the New Order can be built only
if Japan dominates the South. The occupation of Singanore
is necessary for this vnurpose.

He assures MATSUOKA that Germany would attack immediate-
ly if Russia would do anything against Japan, thus protect-
ing Japan's back ageinst Russia. This frct eliminates one
of the misgivings uttered by Jepanese statesmen and army
officials as OTT reporved to him. The Navy's misgivings
regarding the British home =nd Mediterranean fleets are
taken care of by the fact that these fleets are tied un by

Doc. No. 4022
Page 1
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Germany in the European and liediterranean Seas. As for
Japanese misgivings about ‘merice, he states thst the U.S.
would not risk her fleet agsinst Janen and would not send
it beyond Hawvaii. A great Japnanese SUCCESS in Singeapore
would strengthen ‘fmerican neunhrality. This is a chance
which occurs only once in a2 thousand years.

Stressing Germeny's greet strength, RIBBENTROP urges
Japan to consider her chances carefully and not to let
them go by unused.

If the English would sue for peace all of a sudden,
it would be des:rable that Garmeny and Japen would deter-
mine the »peace cond: tions together.

He repeats then the statement that at present the
most important thing is not to lose the chences of 1941l.

MATSUOKL agre=s to this. Reason as well as intuition
lead him to the belief that 1941 is a decisive year in
history. He feels thst the German and the Japanesse people
are acting under divine order to break up the British
Emoire and to construct a New Order.

He then asks what Germany's attitude would be towards
the U.S. if England were beaten during the summer while
America did not yet perticipate in the war. He later
specifies this question to mean whether Germany would under
these circumstances leave the U.S. alone. To this RIBBEN-
TROP answers that Germany is not interested in a war
against the U.S.

TSU0KL remarks that a New Order could nnt be con-
structed if fmericz could not be converted to the AXis
opinions. RIBBENIROP states that Germany and Italy would
dominate BEurope and Africa the United States would be
1imited to the American continent and the Far Zast would
be reserved for Japen.

ATSUOKA mentions that in this cese the only remaining
problem was Russia. Japfn 1S rezady to give Russla access
to an ice free port vis Indis or Iran. He then inquires
whether the possibility of & Russo-Japenese-Germsn alli-
ance has ever been considered, which RIBBENTROP denies.

Then MATSUOKA discusses a long-term Russo-Japanese
trade agreement and his stuy in Foscow in connection with
the aquestion of Russo-Japanese Neutrallty Pact. RIBBEN=

TROP advises against discussing this question in Moscow,

Doc. No. 4022
Page 2
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MATSUCKA then speaks agein about the question of
Singapore. The Japenese, he says, have no misgivings
about the British Navy, Such misgivings, however, exist
in certain Japsnese circles regarding a war with America
which might last five or ten years.

RIBBENTROP revnlies that Roosevelt will avoid a war.
Japan could occuny the Philippines and thus deal a severe
blow to Rocseveit'!s orestige. If Japan occupies Singa-
pore, the greater pairt of the world would come under the

control of the Tripartite Powers.

MATSUQOKA expresses his personal strong agreement with
RIBBENTROP!s idea. If Jaran would not take the risk con-
nected with the occunation of Singavore, she would become
& third-rate powe:. The blow must be dealt some day
under all circumstences. There are no difficulties if he
could succeed in keening the U.S. cuiet for six months.

Analyst: Lt. Steiner Doc. No. 4022
Page 3
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Netes on the corversavion between the German Foreign Minister
and the Juparesrc Joreign Minister, MATSUOYA, on 28 March 1941].

The Gernan fereigs Ministen expressed his satisfuction at boing
.able to “Ptak with Matsucka a gec

_ ond time., The suehrer would have
liked to €Xpress his attitude to the cuestions at hand more fully, but

vas much cceupied for the time being with the developments in Yugoslavia.
The details, hovever,

M€Ie not so iuportant. The essential part was
the cuecstion 0 possivilities and Prospects of closer cooperation
betweon Japan ana Germany, that is, concerning the transition from the

of" Japan in the common task. The

faction how spiritedly Matsuoka was
bProceeding on this matter it was aczitually the beat-opportunity that
had ever been granted /

dapan/ to achicve her objectives, and it would )
be better to make use of this opportunity before it slipped away. Tho

Tripartite Pact was one oI the most important agreements and it formed
the basis of relations betw

were no clashes of interest

The 8lvuation wae such that a new order could onl
if Great Britain were usterly defeated.

3 measure for Japan than fo- Germany, which already dominated the European '
continent and which would within this year draw into her dominion the -
Mediterranean arca and Africa, insofar as she .had interests, Germany | bl
Would thun have all she needed, She did not seek world domination as
Roosevelt hag Talsely asserted. The Fuehrer

with as soon ag POssible in order to turn bac
tion. The gozl

Y be established
This was true in even greater
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, Greater East Asia sphere could
only be achieved if Japan also controlled the south. For this, however
the capture of Singapare was essential,

vi:"'-?-f-ﬂ-.»r el

Rogarding Russia, the German foreign Minister
Germans did not know how things wouid develop
Wag possidle that Russia might take the
really didn't expect this of Stalin. W

declared that the
in this direction., It
wrong course, although he

© ome could know. At any rate
ia undertook anything against |
an's rear with respect to Russia,
misgivings of the Japanese statesmen,
rmys reported by Ambassador Ott, would

Japan and would thereby cover Jap
- In this fashion the first of the
and especially of the Japanese g

be set at rest by the help of the German army. The second misgiving,
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which the Japanece Navy in pariicular had expressed with regard to
the agiish Hums Fleot and the Englizh Medilerrsucen Fleet, he (the
German Foreign Minigtn*} could zgswer by saying that both these
Znglicn fleeis would be contained by Germany within Zuropean and

- Mediterrasean waters., Iinally the Japanese anxieiy regarding America
had been exprossed. Trhe United States, however, would not risk her
fleet against Japan. ané she would not send it out Jarther than the
Hawaiian Islauds. L wreal Japancze success at Singapore would, on
the contrary, sirengthen American neutrality. XRoosevelt would then
hesitate tc underiake arything at 211 imprudent.

Although hs (Lhe German Foreign Minister) thoroughly understood
the sitvatiova in Japen, which Matsucka hai illustrated by his tale of
the tiger and her youung. yet he must allude again to the fact that two
of the stroxngest mountries in the world, who are possessed of a youthful,
poverful, and fYcarlees splrit, had bien granbted by rrovidence an op-
portunity that perhans recurs only once in a thousand years. Germany's
great opportunity liey ja her Fuehrer. whose co-workers aro merely
implements to carry cut his will., BHe (thg German Foreign Minister)
had again and again explained to the English and French Ambassadors
that they must never fall into the error of comparing the Germany of
Today with the Germauy of 1914 and 19518, ‘

Bven then the Reich had stood up for four years against a world
0f enemies, and only through its disunity and its inner wealmess had
it lost the war., Now, however, it was unjified and had thereby double
strength, which, through the highly gifted leadership of Adolf Hitler,
would be redoubied so that henceforth Germany must be regarded as having
tour times here strength in the /First/ World War. The ambassadors had
thrown this warning to the winds. Eowever these predictions had been
fulfilled and there was nothing in the world whieh would stop Germany
and ltaly from ruling ezhsolutely tho Huropean—-African hemispheres, If
such an ooportunity sheuld present itself to Japan under such circum—

stances, she must consider these things very earefully and not let the
opperfunity slip from her grasp.

To be sure when the present war would end, could not be prophesized
with certainty, but the Cerman Foreign Minister had the feeling that
perhaps Eagland might collapse sooner than was generally expected. If
the ¥nglich were tc beg suddenly for peace, it would be most desirable
if Germany and Japan were able together to determine that peace.

The Cerman Forejgn Minister then spoke of his family traditions,
which had alwesys been pro-Japanese. Moreover he had already in 1934 had
an important talk with the Fuehrer on German—-Japanese collaboration,

The Fuehrer's high reepect for Japan had begun with the Russo-Japanese
war., How the most important thing was not to let slip the joint

|

T e - IR Y ) . N

..a,. -

Pl s g BP0 oS

ar

E

-
.



|

- -

Document ilo, 4022 | Page 3

| opportunity which offered itself in 1941, -

Matsuoka replied that he was of the same opinion. He too believed
on the basis of reason and intuition that 1941 would appear in history
as a deciaive year. I[n it the greatest tragedy, the collapse of the
British Empire, would take place. He felt that the German nation in
Burope and tho Japanese nation in the Far Bast acted almost under a
divine order to break up the British Empire and to establish a Hew
Order.

Matsuoka then asked what attitude Germany would assume toward
| the United States if England were brought to her knees in summer, but
; America were not &s yet at war.

The German Foreign Minister answered that this depended on the
attitude of the United States herself, Of course, the possibility of
an occupation of the British Isles required a good-weather period,
and the British mighi pessibly try %o sev up a new gcyvernment in the
United States. Bub in his opinion this could not be carried oute.

Matsuoka thereupon made his guestion more specific in the fol-
lowing way: If Englend were beaten 1o the ground, the United States
would not, in his opinion, go on Supporting the British Empire. Canada

would be merely more or less annexed. Would Germany, under these -
circumstances, leave the Urnited States alone? The German Foreign
Minister replied that Germany had no interest whatsoever in a war 0

against the United States. Matsuoka aclmowledged this with satisfac- s
tion and the remark that one had to reason with the Anglo-Saxons as
a whole: if we did not succeecd in convertinz America to our ideas,
s New Order could not be established, The German Foreign Minister
replied, that each would exercise control in his own sphere. Germany
would do this, together with Italy, in the Buropean-African sphere,
the United States would have to limit hereelf to the American conti-
nent, and the Far Zast would be reserved for Japen. As regards Russia,
she would have to be watched cloeely and revolutionary propaganda
would not be permitted on any account. In the future only the afore-
| mentioned three spheres of interest would remalin as great centers of
power. The British Empire would disappear.

Matsuoka replicd that the only great problem that would remain
thereafter was Russia. Japan was ready to let Russia get to an ice—
free gea via India or lran, but would ro% tolerate the Russians on
the Chinese coast. Matsaoka iren asked whether the Fuchrer had ever \
considered the possibilities of a Russo-] apanese-German Pact. The
German Foreizrn Minisier dexzied thia and jubohed closer co-~operation l
with Rissie aun atsolute imposaibilily. as tvas spiritual bases of the |
4Dy a6 well as “he test of txe rasion wors completely opposed. The |
Soviet Union was e 511 inberaaticumally ineliined while Japan and
Germany thoughit mavionally. Imssia undermined the family, Germany
stood up for it. Here, ac between fire and wvater, a union was

; ; 1
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imposeible. Stalin was very alcil1ful and had therefore under the
circumstances prevailing at that time, concluded the pact with Germany .
Russia would also have joined the Tripartite pact, but her terms could
not be met. The whole affair was belng treated dilatorily by Germany,
as he could tell Malsuoka confidentially. DBesides that, Germany was
watching the Soviet Union closely: and — this Matsuoka must know at all
events -- sae was prepared for any eventualiiy. Germany would not pro-
voke Russia, but if Stalin's policy was not in accord with what the
Fuehrer thougnt right, he would shatter Russia. Matsuoka replied that
Jepan was now &70.ding irritating Russia. Japan was waiting for Germany
to complete its victory in the Balkans, Without the good services of
Germany and without her strength Japan would have no chance to com—
pletely improve Russo~Japanese relations.

Matsuoka furthermore talked of the long-term commercial treaty,
which would be concluded with Zussia. He then put before the German
Foreign Minister the question, if he should on his return trip stop
over a little longer in Moscow, tO negotiate with the Russians regard-
ing the Non-Aggression Pact or the Weutrality Pact. Here he emphasized
that immediate admission of Russia to the Tripartite Pact would never
be allowed by the Japanese people. It would on the contrary cause
one cry of indignation to arise throughout Japan, The German Foreign
Minister replied that such an accesgion of Russia to the pact was out
of the guestion and suzgested to Matsuoka, if at all possible, not %O
touch on the aforementioned questions in Moscow, as it was not apt to
fit quite into the framework of the present aituation.

Upon a further remark by Matsuoka, that the conclusion of &
fishing and of a commercial agreement would improve the atmosphere
between Russia and Japan, the German Foreign Minister replied that
there were no objections to the conclusion of such purely commercial
treaties. In this connection, Matsuoka further mentioned that America
was closely watching Japanese-Russian relations and for her part was \
trying to conclude an agreement with Ruesia against Japan.

Matsuoka then again came to speak of Singapore. The Japanede wers
not worried about the British ¥avy. However, there were Japanese cir-
cles which looked with great misgivings upon a conflict with America,
as they presumed that in such a case it would mean 2 five-to-ten year
war with the United States. He immediately admitted that America
would not stake her fleet in a warT against Japan, but for that very
reagon these Japanese circles were worried becanse under these circum— |
stances the war would last for years. The German Foreign Minister -
replied that in his opiniosn Roosevelt would never let it come %o a
war, as he was fully aware of the impossibility of an advance against
Japan., Japan for her part. sculd, however, occupy the Philippines and
tims deal a severe dlow 10 Roosevels s prestige. If Japan conquered
Singapore, the greater part of the world would thus be under the con-
trol of the Tripartite Pact powers anyvay and America would find herself

in an isolated position.

| Lt S e
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Matsuoka was personally strongly in favor of the German Yoreign
Ministeris line of thought. If Japan did not run the risk connecied
with the conquering of Singapore, it was his opinion that she would
become a third-rate power. Therefore, ir any case, the blow .would
have to be dealt one day. JIf he succceded at the same time in keeping
the United Stascs quict for six months, all difficulties would be
overcome. - A nation which hesitated in a matter of such fundamental
national importance would orly prove that it lacked the most important
characteristic, the capability of decision.. -

= -

Berlin, 31 March 1941
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