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PREFACE

What is the motive for reprinting the “Folklore
Series "?

First. the material is collected by scholars from
various - areas before the Sino-Japanese War, the
golden age of Chinese folklore studies. It has not
only high academic value, moreover, it is intimately

" related to practical problems of Chinese society.

Secondly, the foliklore series retlects the growth,
and i ial value of old Chinese

custom and decorum. By reprinting the series, an

attempt is made to perpetuate and perhaps revive the
old ways of life for a new era.

Thirdly, we are accepting the suggestion of
international folklorists to preserve the treasure of
Chinese folklore, and render it accessible to folklorists,

h ! historians, hologi and sino~

logists.
We expect to stimulate conwmporary‘Chinese

folklorists to undertake surveys and to raise general
_interest in folklore research.

The Editor
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Foreword

One of the achievements of the May Fourt) Movement was the “discovery"
‘of a literature that had been overlooked for meny centuries, but which had
alweys been known to millions of Chinese: the folk literature. When folk-
songs firat began to be collectad and published in Peking in the jourpal
Ko-yso chou-k'sn, we became avare that folk songs were still alive and e
Yesutiful and powerful as they had been in the time of the Shih-ching and
the Yueh-fu poetry. Soon after this firet step, folilorists, literary
historians, and historians of the Suh Yab-sen University in Canton began
o collect not only folk songs but also riddles, proverbs, myths, legends,
and fairy-tales from all parts of Chine. While some of these Cantomese
scholers collected and published their collections, others dug into the
history of folklore and connected Chinese classical poetry and prose liter-
ature with the folk literature of the present time. ~

The findings in Tun-huang contributed further source materials for
the folklore of medievel Chim, and'Eu Shih in his Pai-hus wen-hsueh shih,
Jung Chao-tsu in his Chung-kyo ven-nsuen shih ta kang, snd others presented
the tradition of folk literature through the centuries, living side by side
vith clapsical litersture and mingling with it agein and sgeln, each fer-
tilizing the other. The grest collection of thirty-four folidoristic books
fublished in Centon within a few years, snd the jowrnal tnat accampenied
+the books, soon became the basic tremsures of Chinese folklore. Culleagues
in other universities and cities followed the lead of the Cantonese until

fae outbreak of the war intermipted their work. Though some of the leaders



of that time are still alive, they ean no longer continue their atudies in

Mainland Chima according o the principles they had deveioped before the
war. But folk literature is still alive wherever Chinese live, and & new
generstion is mow buay collecting 1t from Chinese in Taiwan, Hong Xong,

Southeest Asia, and even the United. States.

But China's folklore is the treasure not oaly of China but alao of
the rest of the world. Until the work of cur friehds in Canton wes publishe
©he Western world luew mimost nothing o1 China‘s folklore. Some miSsion-
aries had pujlished collections of fairy-tales, but they were usually 're-

t01d" with ell kinds of distortions of names end content, often not even
genuine folk-tales but re-told stories from literary collections, dramas,

or operas. We had very few good studles on Chinese proverbs, mythology,
legends, festivals, folk religions, such as the great book by H. Dore,

his sur_des superstitione en Chine.

A1l the great comparative
studies on folk-teles undertaken by the mesters of the Finnish school used

examples from Europe, the Near East, and Indis, but they left out Chine
because 60 Little wes known about Chinese folk-tales.

The woik of the folklorists in Canton and their colleagues in other
cities brought together far more than three waousand folk-tales and enabled
comparative folklorists o include Chima in their studies. Although
three thousand tales ave, of course, almost nothing for & country as large
as Chins, the collection was & significant beginning. Many thoussnds of
tales have been published on the Mainland since the war -- but we can only

yse them after careful eritical study, always fearing that the original

5



texts may have been altered. Many tales have beer published in ﬁxm by
pen like Professor Ch'en Ch'i-lu and his friends, end their work s otil}
continuing, @5 the Chinese folk-tales and all of China's folklore arc still
alive there.

These Ghinese books were hardly noticed by the llbraries of Europe
and Americe when they were published, for at that time our libraries
bought only the classical books of China and thought they vould overlook
folk litersture. Hardly any library has & full set of the origiral books.

Now that interest has turned toward folk litersture and folklove in Burope

as well as-in the States, we sll will be grateful to Professor Lou Tsw
k'uang, himeelf one of the first leaders of the Chinese folklore movament

and st111 an indefatigable collector, for re-publishing this important

collection.

Wolfram Eberhard

University of Califorinia
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