
Structured Data on 
Wikimedia Commons

How to get started!
August 2019



Structured Data on Commons
2017-2019

adding metadata on Commons 
in a structured, multilingual 
& machine-readable format

making Commons files easier to 
view, search, edit, organize and re-use



Islahaddow, CC-BY-SA-4.0, based on Fisherman by the Volta River by Alimdaihli, CC-BY-SA 4.0

Describing media files with Wikidata...

Depicts (P180)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:ISA_home_image_01.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:2017_06_Ali-_00213.jpg


Islahaddow, CC-BY-SA-4.0, based on Fisherman by the Volta River by Alimdaihli, CC-BY-SA 4.0

Depicts (P180)

… so that they can be found in many more languages!

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:ISA_home_image_01.png
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:2017_06_Ali-_00213.jpg


This is not meant to
replace

templates and categories!
Eventual replacement is 
a community decision.





Structured data is CC0.



What's 
new on 
Commons?
https://w.wiki/UR 

● Multilingual file captions
● Depicts statements with 

Qualifiers
● Other statements than 

Depicts

Add via file pages, 
UploadWizard, API

https://w.wiki/UR


A simple example

Dietmar Rabich / Wikimedia Commons / “Würfelzucker -- 2018 -- 3564” / CC BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:XRay
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:W%C3%BCrfelzucker_--_2018_--_3564.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


'NEW' icon by Csquest99, CC BY SA 3.0 Unported

Structured data 
tab:

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:New_icon_shiny_badge.svg


Captions

Dietmar Rabich / Wikimedia Commons / “Würfelzucker -- 2018 -- 3564” / CC BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:XRay
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:W%C3%BCrfelzucker_--_2018_--_3564.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Depicts

Dietmar Rabich / Wikimedia Commons / “Würfelzucker -- 2018 -- 3564” / CC BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:XRay
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:W%C3%BCrfelzucker_--_2018_--_3564.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


Other statements

Dietmar Rabich / Wikimedia Commons / “Würfelzucker -- 2018 -- 3564” / CC BY-SA 4.0

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:XRay
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:W%C3%BCrfelzucker_--_2018_--_3564.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/


files are special
(creative work vs. digital 

representation)

Session on SDC hands-on training, 
Sunday morning, room Strickland

https://wikimania.wikimedia.org/wiki/2019:Multimedia_knowledge/Structured_Data_on_Commons_hands-on_training


GLAM pilot projects
● Content partnerships
● Community initiatives
● Tools / prototypes
https://w.wiki/4QH

Alimdaihli, CC BY SA 4.0

https://w.wiki/4QH


GLAM pilot projects 
https://w.wiki/4QH 

Art museum

Decorative arts Maps

Digitized books and Wikisource

Encyclopedic museum

Content partnerships

Community initiatives Tools and prototypes

https://w.wiki/4QH


What's 
coming?

● More datatypes
○ URL
○ geo coordinate
○ time/date
○ identifier
○ ...



What's 
coming?

● Search depicts statements (gadget)
● Depicts of depicts
● Depicts and annotations
● UploadWizard for custom 

campaigns 
(Wiki Loves… style)

● SPARQL querying
● Lua support (under review)
● Machine vision (AI-based 

suggestions for Depicts)



Batch uploads and edits?

Pattypan, OpenRefine and 
QuickStatements don't support 

SDC (well) yet





Some first resources



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data/Properties_table 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Structured_data/Properties_table


Property for indicating 
copyright of creative works:
P6216
Copyright status

Already used on more than 
300,000 creative works on 
Wikidata

Two possible values
● Public domain
● Copyrighted

(Each work can have multiple 
of these, and also both values 
combined)

To be qualified (enhanced) with 
additional information

WORK IN 
PROGRESS!

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P6216
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property:P6216
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Property_talk:P6216


Help:Copyrights on Wikidata
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Help:Copyrights 

or https://w.wiki/3VD 

Kudos to Jarekt and Hanno Lans!

● For creative works (Wikidata)
● And digital representations of those works 

(Wikimedia Commons)

https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/Help:Copyrights
https://w.wiki/3VD
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Jarekt
https://www.wikidata.org/wiki/User:Hannolans


Why start with SDC uploads 
in your GLAM-Wiki projects now?

● Multilinguality from the start
(many more people will find the files)

● Uploads are much more re-usable
(the new API is so much better!)

● Learning curve now, but will save you a lot of time 
with complex conversion work later



How can we help each other 
to get started?

● GLAM & SDC pilot projects will be documented
● Brand new GLAMwiki documentation on meta 

(September-December 2019)
● What will help you learn the new things?

○ Webinars?
○ In person courses?
○ Explainer videos?
○ Mentorship for your first 'new style' uploads?
○ How to best organize this?



Théo Van Rysselberghe - Portret van Marguerite van Mons, Public Domain, 
collection Museum of Fine Arts Ghent
The Mower (1892), bronze sculpture by Constantin Meunier, photo 
EvelienBauwens MSKGent013, CC BY-SA 4.0, collection Museum of Fine Arts 
Ghent
Philippe Wolfers, Design drawing (1902), CC BY-SA 4.0 collection King Baudouin 
Foundation
Philippe Wolfers, Niké (1902), CC BY-SA 4.0, collection King Baudouin Foundation 
and Royal Museums of Art and History
MTN25-0006c4-1981-San Salvador de Serantes, CC BY 4.0, © Instituto Geográfico 
Nacional
Astrolabe of ‘Umar ibn Yusuf ibn ‘Umar ibn ‘Ali ibn Rasul al-Muzaffari, CC0 1.0, 
collection Metropolitan Museum of Art
Giuliano da Maiano, Francesco di Giorgio, Studiolo from the Ducal Palace in 
Gubbio, CC0 1.0, collection Metropolitan Museum of Art

Satdeep Gill, Punjabi Qisse 19, CC BY-SA 4.0

Screenshots of ISA tool mockups, Seantime, CC BY-SA 4.0
Screenshot of https://tools.wmflabs.org/smv-description-translations/

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Th%C3%A9o_Van_Rysselberghe_-_Portret_van_Marguerite_van_Mons.JPG
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:EvelienBauwens_MSKGent013.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Philippe_Wolfers
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:D2017.023.019.091.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Philippe_Wolfers,_Nik%C3%A9_(1902),_KMKG-MRAH.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:MTN25-0006c4-1981-San_Salvador_de_Serantes.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/legalcode
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Astrolabe_of_%E2%80%98Umar_ibn_Yusuf_ibn_%E2%80%98Umar_ibn_%E2%80%98Ali_ibn_Rasul_al-Muzaffari_MET_DP170386.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Giuliano_da_Maiano
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/en:Francesco_di_Giorgio_Martini
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Studiolo_from_the_Ducal_Palace_in_Gubbio_MET_DT213911.jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Studiolo_from_the_Ducal_Palace_in_Gubbio_MET_DT213911.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/zero/1.0/legalcode
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Satdeep_Gill
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Punjabi_Qisse_19.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Seantime
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/legalcode
https://tools.wmflabs.org/smv-description-translations/


THANK YOU!


