


: Defense Document 2145

(Translation)

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST

THE __UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al.
- V8 =

ARAKI, Sadao, et al.

Deponent: KUWASHIMA, Kazue.
Date of birth: March 4, 1884,
Domicile: 3-365 Tamagawa Todoroki, Setagaya-ku, Tokyo.

Having first duly sworn an oath on the attached sheet, in accordanc
with the procedure followed in my country, I hereby depose as follows:

(1) I entered the Diplomatic Service 1n October, 1908, and, after
holding posts in China and the United States as well as in the Foreign Office
at Tokyo, was appointed Director of the Bureau of Asiatic Affairs (which
changed its name to the Bureau of Fast-Asiatic Affairs after June, 1934) in
August, 1933, remaining in that office till January, 1937. 1 was Envoy
Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary to the Netherlands from June, 1937,
to December, 1938, and Envoy Extraordinary and Ambassador Plenipotentiary to
Brazil from January, 1939, to November, 1940, I retired from office in
January, 1941.

N
(2) I was transferred to the office of Director of the Bureau of’('}‘
Asiatic Affairs from consul-general at Tientsin in Agus’c,E 1933.5 The then
Foreign Minister was Count UCHIDA. On September 14, about one m h after
that, Count UCHIDA resigned on the ground of IT1 health, and Mr. HIROTQ
succceded him as Foreign Minister., The relations between Japan and Chlna as
well as those between Japan and the Western Powers were gloomy and oppressive
at the time of Foreign Minister Count UCHIDA, owing to the Manchurian incident,
Above all, the diplomatic relations between Japan and Chlna were, in effect,
half broken off, though ministers were still exchanged between them. And it
was the firm resolution of Mr, HIROTA upon assuming the office of Foreign
Vinister to alleviate the oppressive tension attending the Sino-Japanese rela-
tions. Mr. HIROTA in person told me that very frequently. Besides, he made
statements before the newspapermen to the same effect, At the Diet also, he
mde it clear that his policy aimed at alleviating the tense relations betweell
Japan and China. People called the diplomacy of Count UCHIDA "the burnt
ground diplomacy", and that of Mr. HIROTA the conciliatory diplomacy.

(3) Mr. HIROTA carried out his resolutlon steadily in every sphere
of Japan's foreign relations. The Ambassador to China, when Mr. HIROTA
assumed the office of Foreign Minister, was Mr, ARIYOSHI, Akira, a veteran
diplomat, ecager for the rapprochement between Japan and China, He had exerted
all his efforts in alleviating the tense relations between the two countries,
but could not attain the desired object easlly. After the outbreak of the
Manchurian incident, it was true that the Chinese, in and out of office, were
prone to avoid to associate with Japanese, and such circumstances worked as
irvortant restraint for the activity of Minister ARIYOSHI. But, it was indeed
favourable for Japan that Mr. HIRCTA succeeded Count UCHIDA as Foreign Minlster
just when such feelings were eradually fading with the lapse of time. Mr.

ARIYOSKI also seemed to be much encouraged.
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(L) The attitudes of the Natlo nlist Government towards Japan began
to change considerably from the berinring of 1934, owing to the efioris of
Minister ARLYOUh: L pocomad, jor instance, the payment of several private

loans w.iich Lud been suspended since the culbreak of the Manchurlan incident,
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WANG conversaticn of April

In this way, the efforts of Foreien Winister HIROTA to fimrove the
Sino-Japancse relations appecred much hopeful in 1934,

(5) On April 17, 1924, when the nepstiation for “he improvement
of the Sino-Jz-2nese rel-tions beniiecn “annnese Minister to Chilla ARIYOSHL

i

and Chincse iloreign Minister VAllG had hardly been opencd, theare arose a Ques-
tion of the so-called urof ficial ststement of spckesman Ali0,

it that time, Mr. MONNET, an expert financier of the Secrctariat of
the Leaguc of Nailions. was stavine in China from the ernd of 1934. The

-

Forcigr. (ffice frequeitly received infoermation from the JapeneSe lLepatoon
at Naniine =2nd cther sourccs that br. & ONNET was drafting a plan
mtionai cooperation to China, from Mich Japan was o be excluded, in con-
—r T UG se antago K7, chin-wei. The Foroimm OTTRe,
tod Lho Japancse Ministcr to China and other of ficie
to kcep in touch with Mr. MONNET and disccourage him so thal hils activity in
China 1:ight be rectrained. Telegre rhic instructions 1O the same eflfect werec
frequently given to the Japanese representatives in China from the tusead

of Fasi-Lsiatic Affairs, in which rather eXagge ated cxoressions were used
with a view to impress Mr. MONNET strengly.

—_—

. el

The so-callcd unofficial statemcnt_of snokesngn AMO to the ncws-
papermen was a patchwork of the contcnts of those telcgraphic instructions
drawn up for such special purposc by a certain burcau of the Fereipn Orfice
And this, when rcported by the prcss as i had been the policy of the
Japanesc Government, gave rice 10 public discussion.

Lecording to what I was told by Foreign Minister HIROT. at that +3m:
he had nothing to do with that unofficial statement of Y¥r. A0 befurc 1t was
rublished and he reprimanded him because of that statement. -
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(6) Since the Nationalist Cover.iment of China was formed at the
beginning of the Showa Era, therec had been two main currente of opanion
within Japan as to tae ot Litudes Jacan should take towarus the sald Govern-
ment. The uvne was tinted witn rro-MNationalisy Covernrent senbiments, claim-

fides of the Chinese Covernnert and

ing to place confidence in tne AL

T

strengtion the tie of frierndoil] cteistiae between the tao nablons, poOn

A i d "
L

this bas<is, ail tae prolloms deluee ranan and China were to L2 solved,

The othicr w.s concradictory tw cie above views. It emphasized thot Llbe
N-ticralist Covarrnent was, atuzr & the Cevernment of the Kwomiriang, and,
therctoi'c, antl-ynnliese, '~ how fricnily attitudes tewarcs o -n « “overn-
ment would onl7 wnColEn and #renpihen it despise, and DIov tructive
to the scitiement of various problems Detween Japan urd China,

sisted uron taking drastic attitudes towards the Nationellst Govelrs ncat. It
was a matter of course, therefere., that thore were dissentinz voices aga-nst
the ahv.e-said attempts of the Foreign Olf".c~ vithin Japan. In Culna 2180,
there were not a few persons who offared ouncslLlon to the ARTTOLII-WANG
conversation, not only among tie pet . .€, but evea within the Natiomlist
Covernment. But these opposers in bolh nations took the attitude to contem-
plate the development of the conversaticn in 1934,

(7) Foreipn Minister HIROTA emphasized his policy for the
rapprochement between Japan and China as weil as his confidence in the
Nationalist Government all. the more in hls address delivered at the Diet on
January 22, 1935, am also in his statenent made at a committce afterwards,
He decleared, at a committec, that he had not the slightest doubt about the
sincerity of Mr, CHIANG, Kai-sheck, in his exertion for the betterment of
the Sino-Jrpanese rclations, and roused public attention. On the other
hard, M. WANC, Chin-wei, and Mr. CHIANG, Kai-shek, exprcsscd their intention
in respense to the above-mentioned statoncnt of Foreim iinister HIROTA.
From that tim: on, the Nationalis® Goveinment resuned the control of anti-
Japanese movement s 1n real earnest. Tue irale between the two countries,
which had been stagnant since the outbreak of the Manchurian incident, re-
gained its activity.

Farly in May, the Forcign Minister in person took the initiative
to submit to the Cabinet conferernce the cuestion of raising the Japancsc
and Chincse Legations in Chinea and 1n Jznan respectively to ihe stauus of
Bnhacsies. This passed the Cobinet conference, and the Nationallist Govern=-
meat agreeine Lo the provosal, the ralsing of the status cf the Legations
was decided beiween tiae te Goveramencs on May i7. 'Ihe crchange of ame-
bassadirs between Japan and China had been advocated by ibhose pro-Chincse
for a lons time, but at the end of Ayil when Mirlster ARTYCSHI returned to
Jepan to ncks poovions arrangement s wi.tn the Governrer®, the rumonr was al-
reacdy abroza tnat it would be realized. AL that time, covtain milluacsy
of ficers calied at my office and expressed chelr dlsscri.on, though un-
of ficiallw. Some of them pronounzed it stiil premcture, Anu, efner the
Cabinet corfrience decided to raise tne siatus of tne [.ezati-ns, not a few
miiitary officers came to sece me and revealed their anxiety abecat the in-
fluence this decision would exert upon the Kwantung Army.

(8) The situation in North China had been calm on the whole, since
the conclusion of the Truce Agreement of May, 1932, at Tangku., PBut 1t began
to charnge at the beginning of 1935. Especially after NMay, whren the Legaticons
wers raised to Embassics, various matters occurred suddenly. My luemory 1S
nes ouite unfailing about the particulars of those 0'd ocCrrrances, but there
or.n-ed frequent skirmishes, from May or June onward, bctween the Kwantung
hvr nood Chinese forces, near the border between Jchol and vne proviaces of
i"..n -nd Chahal =-- such remotc and out-of-the-way place where no of ficial
w11 4o Foreign Office was stationed. The Kwantung Army, and sometimss the

L. Ohina Stationary Force, would lodge protests directly with the Chinesc
Gosesmment, on all such occasions, on the ground that such vere provocatlive
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plate the development of the conversaticn in 1934,

(7) Foreipn Minister HIROTA emphasized his policy for the
rapprochement, betweer Japan and China as weil as his confidence in the
Nationalist Government all the more in hils address delivered at the Diet on
January 22, 1935, amd also in his statenen® made at a committce afterwards,
He declared, at a committec, that he had not the slizhtest deubt about the
sincerity of Mr, CHIANG, Kai-shek, in his excrtion for the betterment of
the Sino-Jepanese rclations, and rousel publlc attention., On the other
hard, Mr. WANC, Chin-weli, and Mr. CHIANG, Kai-shek, exprcsscd their intention
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From that tim: on, the Nationalis®t Gevecirnment resued the control of anti-
Japanese movement s in real earvnest. Tae irale between the two countries,
which had been stagnant since the outbreak of the Manchurian incident, re=-
gained its activity.

Farly in May, the Forcign Minister 1in person took the initiative
to submit to the Cabinct conference the guestion of raising the Japancsc
and Chincse Legations in China and 1in Jzpan respectively to the stauus of
Enbacsics. Tois passed the Cobinel conference, and the Nationalist Govern=-
meat, agreeine to the prorosal, the ralsing of the status cf the Legations
was decded beuween tae tro Goveramencs on May ife. 'The crchange of am-
bascadirs Letween Japan and China hud been advocated vy ibocse pro-Chincse
for a lcne time, but at the end of Avwil when Virdster ARTYCSHI returned to
Jeran to ncks provious arrangements with the Governreryn, the rumour was al-
reacy abrusa tnat it would be realized, AL that time, ceoitain wmilitasy
of ficers calied at my office and expressed chelr dlgscrv.on, chough un-
of ficiallr. SEome of them pronounzea it stiil premcture, Anu, eier the
Catinet confrience decided to raise tne siatus of tne I.ezati-ns, not a few
military officers came to see me and rcvealed their anxiety sbout the in-
fluence this decision would exert upon the Kwantung Army.

(8) The situation in North China had been calm on the whole, since
the conclusion of the Truce Agreement of May, 1932, atl Tangku. PBut 1t began
to charge at the beginning of 1935. Especially after liay, when the Legaticns
were raised to Embassies, various matters occurred suddenly. My luemory 1S
nes ouite unfailing about the particulars of those o'd occurranecd, but there
oacumed freqguent skirmishes, from May or June onward, between the Kwantung

1

hwqr vl Chinese forees, near the border between Jchol and Lne proviaces of

i",.- 1 rnd Chahal -- such remotc and out-of-the-way placec wheore no official

| l.2 Foreign Office was stationed. The Kwantung Army, and sometlim~ss the
L. “rina Stationary Force, would lodge protests dircctly with the Chinesc

Ge e mment, on all such occasions, on the ground that such were provocatlive




acts on the part of the Chinese Government . They would impose considerably
strict conditions such as, for instance, the withdrawal of Chincese forces
from thc above-mentioned provinces or the extermination of the Kwomintang
branches in Hopeh and Chahal » and enforced the fulfilment of these condi*‘ons
with an ultimatum, The Chinese Covernmert regarded these as systematic picts
designed by the Kwantung Army or the North China Stationary Force on 211
eccurrences or some intentionally caused troubles. lie were not so credulous
as to believe everything that the Chinese Government pleaded, but st:l) we
could not but recognize that our military authorities in China werc prong o
ralse a storm in a tea cup. It was our earmest hope that they shouls .=
more prudently, and we actually warned them against such destructive - * . iuc- 5

(9) It was early in June that a conference was hcld among the
competont authorities of the Foreign Office, the War Office and tho Ministry
of the Navy, under the auspices of the Foreign Office, Prior to that, pre-
limirary negotiations were made at a committee consisting of the chiefs of
the sections concerned of the respective Ministries, On that occasion, the
Foreign Office demanded more prudent attitudes of the Japanese military au-
thorities in China, especially the leaders of the Kwantung Army. In responsc
to this, the delegate of the VWar Office Stated to the following effect in its
ovn defense: (1) He pointed out that therc still remained a large troop of
CHANG HSUCH-LIANG's private amy in North China » Which was harassing the
Japanese authoritics there by taking the lead in the anti-Japanese and anti-
Manchoukuo movements, Ard this caused not a little diffi ] Lni
the public order in Manchoukuo. (2) He called the atten
to the connection of trade and co ' )

Manchuria, which had been severed with the outbreak of the Manchurian incident
ard was not yet restored, causing uneasiness in North Chinz and Marchoukuo.
() Lastly, he made reference to the Bolshevizing movement. of the Chinese
Cliwinist Party in Nerth China, which naturally had a s v. .nflucnce upon
thc reace and arder of Manchoukuo. He said we must ta. opetclal precauticons
against sich movement directed through Outer Mongolia and Chahal to Manchoukuo,
and emphasized that these points must be taken into consideration when
negotiating with the Nanking Government. To this, the delegate of thc
Foreign Office cxpressed his views as follows: (1) He admitted that the
thorough-going control of the antl-Japanc sc movement was the very ground for
the improvement of the Sino-Japanese rclutions, and declared that the Forelign
Office was actually negotiating with e Nationalist Government along that
lire of policy. (2) s to the view that, the restoration of the trade and
cormrunications between North China and llanchuria was requisite for the peace
of tuese areas, he stateq that the Forcign Office was of the samc opinion,
anc pointed out th: efforts of the diplomatic authorities in that line,

3, Lastly, as th +he coticrol of the Communist movement in China, he
empnasized ‘ts necessity in Middle China and South China, not to snezk of
Norin China, He made it clear that the Forelign Office was actually negotiat:
wilh the Nanking Government in accordance with that policy. He maintained,
hoever, that such questions must be brought to scttlement through diplematic
neoctiations with the Nationalist Government orp any organ rccognized by the
sald Government, The Foreign Office could not agrec to the settlcment of
those problems through any other means, Moreover, it was the firm belief of
the Foreign Office that » but for the method mentioned above » thc improvement
of the Sino-Japanese relations would be utterly impossiblc,

(10) The dclegetes from the Army were Colonel HASHIMOTO, Gun, and
Co'2anl KITA, Seiichi, Thcy werc both very sensible men, and understood tho
v of the Foreign Office well, Ma jor-General NAGATA, Tetsuzan, the then
“"or of the Bureau of Military Affairs, Var Offico s» and Major-General
vy Nelji, the then Chief of the Second Department, General Staf* Office,
o red the committee, Among the naval of ficers, Captain HONDA, tha then
" o1 the Sixth Sectien, Naval Gencral Staff, also assisted the coru .+ too.
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An agreement was reached at the committee, in this way, in June.
And, on July 2, a2 tentative plan for the policy towards China was drawn up
by the Chief of the Burcau of mact-Asiatic Affeirs, Foreign Office. This
was the authority for the so-called HIROTA Threoe Principles. The commiticc
continued its discussion upon that tentative plan, which was nearly comp’ :i:d
in August. Throughout the negotiatlon, it appeared that the central Orgauns
of the Army kept in touch with the Kwantung Army and the North China
Stat ionary Force. The progress of the cormit tee was interrupted, howevcr,
by the assassination of Major-General NAGATA. The fixed plan was obtained
about one month after the tragic incic‘ent. The heads of the sail thu
ministries signed it. %ne approval of the Pren and the Firacce Min!
was also obtained by Octcber 4. The 1hw Princip. e the Jameress 2C. 00
towarcs Chini mentioned in the ad-ress of Furelgn Minister Hilwi/ deliveved
-t “he Diet on January 21 of the folluwing year, 1946, were based upcn uhe
very decision of October 4, 1935.

(11) The Foreign Office was not quite satisficd with the decision
of Ontober 4. Nevertheless, it could not but adyit that the spirit of tne
tentative plan of July 2 was living in it. The Foreign Office layed gpecial
imorcance upon it because 1t aaranteed, by the undertakings of the above-
sail threc ministries and with the understarding of the Frcmier and tne
Finarce Minister, that the Army, especially the Kwantung Army and the North
Chiia Siationary Force, should respect the ncgotiation which was 1o be madc
betwcen the Foreign Office and the Chinese Government in conformity with the
veEry declision,

The three ministries despatched thelr respe ctive envoys 1o China,
in order to enforce the thorough understanding and respect of the new policy
by the various organs in China. The Foreign Office despatched Mr. MORICHI1MA ,
the then Chief of the First Section, Bureau of mast-isiatic Affairs, 1Ine
Army sent Major-General OKAMURA and the Navy Captain HCNDs.

(12) Major-General OKAMURA assembled, at Dairen, the chiefs of

the staff of the troops stationed at various places in China, snd conveved
the decision., On that occasion, Ma jor-General OKAMIRA was annoyed by the

strong opnosition of the Kwantung army to the ncw deocisien. Me. MORTSHINA,
cturning back from his trip in Chilna, told that to me, He sa.d he iearied

it from the aide-de-camp of Major-General OKAMURA,

Those envoys had hardly returned to Tokyo before various troubles
arose in succcssion in China in defiance of the now wolicy, I heve forgotie
thc particulars about those cases. But to cite scverai remarkable instances

- __‘. __+

the Chi-tung Regime was cstablished, demancing €eil - vernrwat agalnsht ute
rule of the Nasionmalist Govermment, at the ernd of Novaiaer, ian T4€ vnroctlfic
ones established by the Tangku Truce Agrcement that is, in tne bLoroer hc-
tveen North China and Manchuria. The Forelgn Office hnd a suspicion that
this regime had a close connection with the Kwantung Army. In Novenwor, the
For eign Office recelved informtion that the Kwantung Army was concencrre Ling
it s mechanized troops at Shanhaikwan with a view to intimidating North China.
The Foreign Office warned the Army against the fact.

And again, in the middle of December, the Chi-cha Administrative
Committee was formed. The Foreign Officc suspected that the Javangse millbary
anthorities in China had a hand in the organization of ithit Saormitiee. Thios
Committee, however, had correspondence with the Nanking Covernmeat and was ac-
mitted by the latter to cnjoy a certain dcgree of independence within the
“ivic that it did not overshadow the sovereignty of the central Guvernment.
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The Foreign Office was against the establishment of the Chi-tung
Regime., The smuggling in North China caused by the exceedingly low tariff
rates of the said Regime was a matter greatly disadvantageous to Japan, evan
judged exclusively from the viewpoint of trade with China, I negotiated
directly with the Kwantung Army concerning the matter, and inspectced the
actual circumstanccs ¢f smuegling, when I was decspaiched to Manchoilx20 and
China by o_ders of the¢ Foreign Ministe: AR1IYA firom the beginning of June to
the beginning of July.

Towards the Chi-cha Administration Cemmittee, however,
Office took rather different attitudcs. Thousrh the Forergn OfLls
nothing to do with the formation of the salid Committee, tic cornul
in thcse areas used to deal with it, atter they learn=d thac 20 Lad
:orrgﬁp@ndfnue with the Nanking GOVuznnuLt, being foramed with 1ts approval,
Meanwhile, the nepotistions fo» the inrmreveient of the Sino-
aons nade steady progress and atuaiced the realizabion of the
| fimbassadors betwcen the two cacuntriess in My, 1935, The national
sentiments of China, however, seized this copucriy to take a turn un-
favourable for Japon., In Novembcer and Decenber e situation got considerabtly
serious, Mr. WANG CHING-WEI, who had shown &uc] ,,31 fecr the rapprochcuent
between Japan and Chin:, :h,-_kl-;.'--i_;' escapd ausasiinetion, in Novener. And his
moct faithful fricnd and co-operator, Uider Scoretary for Foreilgn Aifairs
TiNG YU-JEN was assassinated in Deccrber., Sucth a cherge of the national

sentiments in China was due, I considered, to the activities of the Japanesec
military against North China.,

The attlitudes of the Chinese authorities towards the HIROTA Three
Principles were various; some approved, and others opposed. DMr. CHIANG KAI-
SHEK, however, is said to hﬂvc revealed that Ciiina could respond to the
J P2 nese pronosal with sincerity so long as the HiIROT. Tiwcee Principles werce

ed out exclusively through the diplomatic means. Jid he actually
c1 red to Ambassador ARIYOSHI, in the middle of MNovenbir, that he had no
ob jection to the negotiation b_....w d on the Three Pirinciples, On toa:
occasion, he also warncd the Ambassador that it would become imceszid’e to
AP |

open nczotiqtion if further disturbances werc created in North Chinn,
demended 2 prudent consideration of the Japanesc Governnment.,

'h d-

Y

(14) It was through Foreign Minist« 1IRbZ;'ﬂ adaress delivercd
at the Die U on Januur')r 2]- 193 6 tnat the Three Fina » were let knovm
to the genecral public for the flrst timc. BbBot ’rh( ‘ Nt had dedsd

JrERN! !
the Principlcs on October 4 of the preceding youw, 1275, as ave soauad
berfag'e. It was shortly after that that Forelign Minister HIROT, showad i
Threce Frinciples to Chinese Ambassador CHIANG ToUO-PIN, The above-teniicn
opinion of Mr. CHIANG KAI-SHEK was revealod to our Ambassador ARIYOSII in
reshronse2 0 tnis.

ohortly after the official announccment of the Three Principles,
the so-called February 26 incident. broke ocut in Japan. The OV4DL Cabipgt
collapsed, and Mr., HTROTA received an Impearial maudatc to form a new Ministry.

(15) Mr. ARITA, the then Japancsc Ambassador to Belsium, vas
ordered to succecd Ambassador ARIYCSHT in his officc. He l1cf't Brusseiz ot
the end of 1935 and arrived at his pos* in Shanghai provubly at ch. o
Febmary, 1936, And one monthk hs i ‘-“-*-r'f?ly eiarsed wieh ne wes crdcrea Loane
ﬁ“'iﬂ 1n accordance with thic -L,u tion of Premicr HIRO[L whe wisghod "0
*r"-vt the dlplomat whom he p.i-cer sp.elal ccatidencce in 25 Fere.ovs Tind ster,
nrfpv receiving this order, he N'1 a 1k w.¢h Mxs CHANG CHUY, the *nrl
Unincse Forelgn Minister, four times in all dwring the period firom March 16
to J}. They exchanged frank views in ordcr to find out the ground iur Lire
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adjustment of the Sino-Japanese rclations. They were old acquaintarncos and
had a thorough-going discussion about the matter. These conversations con-
vinced Mr, ARITA that there was a hope of compromising with China, through
diplomatic negotiations based on the HIROTA Th»ce Principles, if only the

activities of the Japanese militery arainst Noirth China could be supnressed.
I was t0ld these facts vy Mr, ARITA in person,

- [ ]

(16) Mr. ARTT:, returning w Tokyo from his trip thrruvgh MNorth

China and Mancanria, zosviva the ofiice of sorelm Mindster on 4011l 2.

Prior to tast, viea he visitad Hsipking on his yay ' |

recoonsible ccnior off'ice of e | waninung

o2t d lrny that the repproctoncat Lebween Japan and China under the

' | -wvle 80 Iniyg as the Kwemintang held fasze
fvontung Army was against the

the improvement of the S:ino Jaanese relations based on the

-

: ~ -}
120i% , N Jareh £9;

A*my convaved LO Ll the vigwe

rT™ """:‘ \ * | z _.,'II L] =t . - < B . 3 -.‘ = *- 4 K e . '.' " = : i - - = 1,
A.l0TL Three Prirciples because thev thourht the Princlpies were too wenk

L

to accomplish anvthing; and that step: shiould be taken so as to urpe the

autonomy of North China. He made it clecar that thesce were the opinions of
the Kwentung Amy. I wes informed of this fact by Mre. ARITA in perscn, and
also read a document of the Foreign Office giving o detailed ai:zount of ihe

sald views of the recnonsiblc officer of the [wantung Ariny. (Lxlloit No. 76

(17) Mr. ARITA ordered me to negotiate with the central oresans
of the Japanese Army, with 2 view to paving the way for the realizaiicn of
his own policy towards China. His intention was to have me pcrsradc wae
central organs of the Army to suppress the activities of the Jaraneio rilitary
against North China, The Foreign Minister ordercd me ~lso to periuzae the

1§ s« Lo

Army to withdraw or overhaul "Hokushi Shori Yoko (Gist of thc Fold

ol aket) LJ BV e Loeat .
Neth Chine )" which the VWar Office had given to the Nor » ™%pa Speticnary
Force on Jamarr 3, 1936.

-

toaards

A

In the 1lirht ef the circumstance 1@ LOors1iion.us ths HiR0T

i
'r-.l - . 1_‘ - iy - : - 3 - e 1 - -: . 1
J.}LTL.G i e R R LT T A 7Y e < L 2AThe

e b
IL-{l'__a ‘( 1}.

74 Ot - e, .
- i ] |
“— s h V& 4 WAITCLET] el . - -

Set orow negotianiz iy with th: conpoteat aurb:cricinsg of
1 the Geucral Stafrf Oifice, oniy to find that it w: 3 3
as 1 had expeccted, They were not of ¢ '

af ELPr~8scd by a respge.idle senior olficer of the Kwantung Army on )arch 28,
Bic they nad no econfidenece in their own nower to enforce the rartinfulrcss of
those auchoritics in China to the decision of the 'I’x“*f».;,’") Governinent , Tney
were ready to understand the policy of the new 'or2ign Mirnister, but relvctant
to put it to practice. Foreign Minister ARITA in person negodlated witlh Var
Minister TFRAUCHI in this connection. But it was hardly possible to ccunt
much vpon 1t, judging from the circunstancces of thosc days. .Though I &id
not know much about the usages of the older days, it wes the comuon seise at
least after the Manchurian incident that, 1f one wished to succeed in por-
surding the central machineries of thc Japanese ary, he had to deal first
with the chief sections or bureaus of those central orguns,

54 1 b — A R wa i .
--..x..‘f] C‘T"j:_.t:-.: (‘:f.?.. J..L“]lu.)

As regards the "Gist of the Folicy towards North China", it was
0 Dt to discussion at a committce formed under the auspiccs of thwo “Orelsn
'F-Ce; ceonsinting of the compeicent chiefs of secticns i thise miin i
cniernea:  the Feoreipgn Offic ¢, Whe War Offize, the 3 bty
«is time, the Financial Dopartmeat in adlition. The BUIAPOInt Of
cimiittoe marbers, however. was almost +he sare with BRte o iy 1)
vuwreaus with whom I used to ncgotiate at winc time, and nevaralls
harlly be expected to consent to thc withdrawal or the thorough
ment of the military instructions of January 3,

o . - . me ® g - P 2 5 .
.l.':‘- -—--'.J-I.-u‘ ‘J-r - lll 'g
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(18) The Japanese military authorities in China, in the meantime,
did not hesitate, in the opinion of the Forcign Office, to take advantage of
the vagueness of the said instructions and proceed with their own programme
to encourage an autonomous government in North China, No one could tell
what the result might be, if it was left unchecked. The Foreien Office was
compelled, in this way, to compromise with the Ariny on condition that the
new policy should be such that the central machineries of the Army could
rcadlly accept, and that the fundament al cbstacles stamding in the vay of
negotiations with the Nanling Governtient. for the general Jmrprovenent of the
Sino-Javenesc relat 1ans 30004 he rarov-d as wR0rounly &8 nosylle. e
result of such CCRPI L1 tx2 H3ocond Gist of the Felley towzeds Nooth
China" was drafted at the

sald Committe=, and was epproved by the Foreign,
Finance and Var Ministers and the Minister of the Navy by August 11.

(19) Foreign Minister ARITA was very much dissatisfied with this
decision, When compared with the military instructions of January 3, however,
this four minietry plan of Augus t 1l «hows cicarly the effect of the exertion
on the part of the Japanese Foreign Oifice to get rid of the fundamental
obstacles to the anticipated negotistions with the Nanking Government for
the adjustment of the general relstions between Japan and Chlna. 1t is also
manifest that careful consideration is given therein to the respect 0 the
interests of the Porers in China. For instance, the instruction of January 3
almed chiefly at the extension of self--governing areas and the repletion of
the substance of Sclf -government . It ais® ilntended to prevent the int UX
of the foreign capital, VWhercas, the decision of fugust 11 did not use the
term.”sclf-govcrnmgnt”, but adopted "bun-chi (sectional governmont ). wnich
denoted a lesser degree of independence than "ji-chi (Eulf—ﬁOVUIPTMHtJtn
This spececial term was used in consideration of the circumnctances ..+
Chi-cha /dministrative Committee was not permitted to i e Soy
governmenti", but was allowed to enjoy a certain degrec of F < t
the limit that it did not hamm the scvercion aghthe of the conke:
ment, through the negotiations with the Nanirg Covernment earsir ia
Decenber, 1935, This decision of august 11 alse established +he naintenance
of the Chinesc maritime customs system, the respect of the vested intcrocsts

. of the third Powers and the cconomic cooperation with the nationals of the
third Powers,

(20) On august 24, the Chircse mob attacked four Japanese (two
WEre newspapermcn and the other two merchants) at Chengtu, killed two of
them, and severecly injured the other two. ad shortly after taat, a Jzpanese
shop was mobbed at the port town of Pakhoi, Kwangtung Prevince, and a
Japanese was killad, Then, in September, there ceceurred bloody cases in
sliccesslon, such as the murder Of a Jaranese police officer of the censulate-
general at the Jomancse setilement of harkow, the murder of a Japancse sailcer
at the intermtional settlement of Shanghai, ete. These Occurrcnces, as a
miter of coursc, shocked the Japanese pcople,

(21) The Forelgn Office negotiated with the Nationalist Gowernmont
of China for the prompt settlement of thesec bloody cascs, hNeverthsless, the
public opinion pointed out that thesc cases were not merc occurrcnzes, and
that they were rooted deep in the antl-Japanesc sentiment original. Lo China,
rejecting to deal with them as mere accidents, It maintained, *n this uay,
that the Japanese Government should take this cpportunity to settle the bt
Japanese problems perfectly, as well as the eeneral problcms betweci: joron and
china., The Foreign Office, therefore, referred those varions WO IEORD T dise
cussiun en bloc, tozether with the above-mentioned cases of injury, at the
negotiations with the Nationalist Government..
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(22) The negotiation was made chiefly at Nanking on and after.
September 8, A detailed account cf the progress of the negotlation 1s given
in an official announcement of that pericod.

Conversations were held about +hi rtv times during the period from
September 8 to the end «[ Necenter between Am:asealor KAVLGOYE and Consule
General SUMA represencing the Japarese & "v._;'.,- ard “crelai Minister CHANG CHUN
aNH_Tld“zctiI*un the Burzav of Lsiatic Affalirs KAO TEUNG-WJ renrcuenting the
Chi"ik'::-'(f Lwlf‘"-’j, Wdas despataied ©o han's s mesnt? ' .
the Foreion Minister, w0 mr'ge the conclus!
beginniing of Dccenber, negobtiabicns had
rcgard to various prokbleaus pendine nci

- —

(22) The Foreign Office was

¢ "‘I - J ‘- n a7 i -] 3y - # ‘- - . -~ - - N\ L]
evelopirent ot the negotiation, what Lre (@ cu  tne so--called
| -
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Japanese Covernnent

The Dict
Judging from thc pol

‘r
&} ’?'”'t“"i to bc UnuO”Jld
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Fer oigm Office was, thus, compelled L0 cLosc
:[‘OT" \'.‘f’_'_ f":_;:*+- H "*.'n"r\t C}f ﬂ.e f"rl(; ¥ L E 1 "1 Iki F."I:“(_Ij-
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we erstanding had already been reached Le Lween

The HIROTA Cabinet resigned en masse in January, 1937. I also re-

signed the office of the Director of the rjuu:’-.u of Fast-asiatic Afieirs,
and then was transferred to the post of the Jzpanese Minister to the

Netherlands, i‘“\\ \u Voo “ortna\ Mcﬁ s_‘a\.u-ut
W A ﬂ-\or. m\“"'“" B Ner,

Wao heuw 4l
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On this 19th day of August, 1947, at Tokyo.
(Signed) KUWASHIMA, Kazue (Seal)

sworn to and subscribed before me on the sbove-mentioned date and

(Signed) MORISHIMA, Goro (Seal)

212 & o 2 B &
s i il n.r'..’-l(-" - R

0ATH

In accordance with my conscience I swear 10 tell ure

. Wit oel¥ne uothing and adding no thing.




