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HEZADQUARTERS
U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
AP0 #234
C/0 POSTMaSTER, Sall FRALCISCO

Interrogation No: 206 PLACE: Fukuoke, Kyushu
DaTs 22 October 1l%«o

Division of Origin: Military Analysis
—-Alr
SUBJECT: dJapanese .a.rmy/ Suicide Tacties and Preperations for Defense against
Invesion.

Personnel Interrozated and Background:

Lt. Col. JIW Naomichi entered army School (Military academy) Tokyo
in 192&: sraduated 28 a pilot from Tokorozawe Flying School in 1¢4l; from
December 10<1 to May 194« wes Staff Officer at Imperial GHG (D-ihonei);
from June 194: to December 1%4< was Staff Officer at General Defense Ho
(Boei So Shireibu); from January 1¢45 to February lt4c wes Chief of Intelll-
cence for 8th Flying Divisiocn in Formosa; March 1645 to May 1945 was Chief
of Liaison St=ff in Thirty-second army Intelligence on Okinawa (esceped from
Okinawa in small boat with seven others)}; from June 12«5 to sugust 1940
was Operations Ofricer on Staff of Sixth sir Army at Tukuoka, Interrogetors
felt, after e weck's constant dealing with JIL, thet he wes the brzins of the
Sixth air army despite his short association with 1v. It was evident that

the CG, Lt Gen SUGs7TARa Michio, leaned hsavily on JI.
Where Interviewed: Fukuoke Base Commend, Fukuoka, Kyusau.
Interrozetor: OCept. Chelmers M. foberts, al.

Interoreter: Capt. Dow Parkes, MI.

sllied Officers Present: Sodn Ldr E, W. Bloxhem (RaF) MI
lst Lt. Donald Meiklejohn, MI

ADEX: #1 — "Sixth air Army ~nd Plens for. the Defense of Jrpen Proper”
sumuarys

JAsF suicide units in Okinawa campaign and preperations azalinst
sllied invasion; reasons for use of suicide tactic.
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Interrogation I'o. 256.

In responee t0 a previous request, Lt, Col. JIN submitted copies of three
vepers deeling with (1) his own views on Jepenese Army Alr suicide units (2)
the part pleyed by the JAAF in the Okinewa campaign,end. (3) the preparations
carried out 2nd planned by the Sixth Air army for the "Ketsu¥ Operation in
defense of XKyushu (annex #1). As he expounded much of his own view on sui-
cide units ot the interview, that exposition is included in the following
interrozetion report, rether than in a seperate annex. The papver on the Oki-
newa Cempaisn hes been appended to the interrogetion of Lt Gen SUGaWaRa, CG
of Sixth air army.

Q. Whet were the main reasons for the adoption of suicide tactics?
A, I think there were four mein reasons;

1. There was no prospect of victory in the air by the employment of or-
thodox nethods,

5. Suicide attacks were more effective beceuss the power of impact of
the plene wee added to that of the bomb, besides wiich the exuplodin:
zreoline ceueed fires —— further, ecalsvement of the vroper anzle ef-
fected greater speed end eccuracy then that of normel bHombding.

2. Suicicde sttecks provided spirituel inspiretion to the ground units
ani. to the Japanese public et lerze.

L. Suicice attack was the only sure end reliable type of attack et the
time such attacke were mede (as they hrd to be) with personnel whose
trainins had been limited heceuse of shortege of fuel.

I offer two examples to explein this last polnt: (1) At Menila in Sept-
erber 194<«, a joint Army-Neavy bombing test carried out azainst ships 1in
the Bay showed that normal bombing could be expected to score only one
hit for every four bombe dropped, even with comperetively well-trained
personnel (Gen Tominese, CG of the Fourth Air army, end the CO of the
Navy'!s First air Fleet, the reonking eir Commenders in the Philippines,
contucted these tests on their own initiative), whereas it was believed
thet esch suicice plane would hit its terzet; however, no suicide

cresh experimnsnte were ectuelly cesrriec out.

G. Was this the theory on which you cerried out attecks at Okinawa?

A. Yes, we tbhou-ht thet of the rezuler bombers which zot throusn 10 sttack
their tarcetse only one in four would heve scored hite, wherees we toousht
that of the suicide planes that zot throush (velieved to be 20% of those
thet sortiecd) all would hit their terzets. We cdo not know, however,
whether 211 of them did so, end it is possible thet some splashed with-
out inflictine damace.

My seconc. example is the lesson of the Philippines Campaicens regular

attocks by well-treined large unite resulted in few hits and in heavy
cesuelties to the Japanese,

Q. Do you know of any other suicide attacks by the Jank?
A. apert from some sttecks which were carriecd out 1in the Leyte Campai:in (I

~m not certain of the date), there was 2 repert thet in the Burme Can-

paiegn a Jepanese, Lt. Abe, creshed his plene into the elevetor of &
british cerrier,

Q. Did the Mesila Bey experiment esteblish the policy of suicide attacks?
A, Yes,

Q. Did the Army end Favy meke this cecision tozether?

A, L0, incepencently.

Q. Who cecrried out the first sttaeck - the Army or the Naﬁy?
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A,

The first army end Wavy attecks were cerried out at about the same tine.
The Nevy attecizing unite were celled "Kamikaze" and the Army "Tokkotai';
the latter had such additional names as "Shinehu/Xemiwzehi," "Makoto"
and "Shinmbu,"

Wers eny army units celled "Haja?®

1 am not feniliar with thet name,

Did the "Kamiweshi units come only from the First Air Arnmyt
No, from the Second, ¥Fifth and Sixth air Armies elso.
Where &ic the "Sekigeke!" units come from?

From the Fifth air Army's 1l3th Flying Division.

In the Western Distriet Army HQ in Fukuoke there is an slert btoerd to
report alliecd nlenes. Where else were there siniler boards?

At Tokyo, Osagka, Nagoys end Teihoixu (Formose); the Tokyo voard was the
vest,

Were they ell the seme typel?
Tes, eech wes, 0of course, constructed for ite eree.

Whet ares Cid the Seibuzun (VWestern District army) voard et Fukuoka
cover?

Shikoku, Chugoku snd Kyushu.
In what builcina wes the Hqg of the Sixth air Army?

at the Fukuoka Girle! High School; just before the end of the war it was
novel to builcdings on a hillside at the southeest side of the city and
tunnels were odeing preparel. s0 we couléd move uncerzround, The war

ented hefore we ueed them, however, since the war the Hag hess been moved
back to the Girls! School. (NOTE: All these Ho were visited by the
interrogators. )
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ANFKEX #1: "THD SIXTH AIR ARMY aND PLaNS FOx THZ DAFELSE OF JaPal PROPER.™
(Paper prevered by Lt. Col., Jlk Naomichi, senior staff officer of Sixth Air
Army, on X0 October 1¢<5:)

I. OUTLINE OF THE ATTaCX PLal.

1. 4ttached operstionsl orgsnizations (11 FD, 12 ¥D, 100 ¥3,
70 76) will e denloyed in Kinki, Korth Kyuehu, Shinkoku and. South Kyushu,
reepectively, and te on auty to sttock vessels invading their fronte,
Tose civisions not in the invadine fronts will attack either the invecine
vesseles from the flank or recenloy their unite tO aypport the divieions at
ths front,

2. The terzets of attack will be transport vessels, with epeciel
emphesis on smell lenling cr-fv. The most important front is estinested to

ve Soutn EKyusim (the main attack is exwmacted on the eest sea coest with a
pert on tne weet see cosst): 2t the same time a smell atteckinz force on the
Shikoly front anc & large—scele invesion in the Xoreen Streit are enticipated.

% The chein of command at the time of the terminetion of the wer
will be found in TaB a ot the end of this psaper.

&, Prevarations were being mede to have 1000 suicicde planes in
the Sivth air army alone by the time opeération preparations were to ue
completad (end of Senterber); es of 1T Auguet there were 2300 nlenes.

When the operatiocn bezsn it wee plenued t0 increeee nlene
strencsth spproximately oS00 (in both suicile and generel anite), initislly
from 1 Fa end 5 Fa. These plansee were to be centerec in Shiroku, North
Kvushu, #n¢ the Senyo districts resnactively, onl later would e reinforced
sever~l times.

5, The devloyment of these units on 1o auszust 16«5, is listed 1in
Tab B et the end of thls peper.

6. ‘hen we thoucht the South XKyushu operatiem about to ve:in the
moin strensth of the combet units of 11 FD and 12 FD weres to be switched
to 80 EC,

7. Important points of operational preperations were &s follows:

a. Traininz - a study was made of the intervels bhetween attacks
by the U. S. fighter plenes and the shortace of fuel also was coneidered;
instruction wes carried out in line with these meatters, Snecirl Attention

wes peid to Tombing ~né mechine gunning errll lendins creft by both fizhter
ané etteck units,

B. Counter messures aczrinst typhoons ené allied prttern hombdinaz
(NOTS: The J-peneése here use the word "cerpet" to fescribe the tyme of
bombin:) s

Frcilities were improved in orfer to avoicl loss of nloanes and
neteriel which mizht be demeced in the usurl September typhoon or by U. 54
attacks on Jenenese oeses,

8. Resson for chenses in the chein of commend in preperation for
"Ketsu" oneration from the Combinecd Fleet to the ailr tener-l Army wee as
follows:

- a. The orzrnization of the air General Army made it possible toO
facilitete encd ouicksn the emsloyment of army Aair Units.

B. TFor the operastion in defense of Jespen Proper, there wns need
for cooperetion, especieslly letween the sround ermy anc water-borne suicide
units: 2nd "Xetsu' operation truly unified the lenc, sea, snd eir battle
strensth. Sspecieslly in the dec:sive battle for Japen Proper, trere was a

definite ne<d for close tacticel cooveretion with the ground armies during
bettle.
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NOTE: 1In orfer to see that cooperation with the Nevy (the Fifth air
Fleet) woulsi be complete, preperations were made to0 strenzthen the comrunice-
tion networik, to estadlish joint forwerd commend posts, snd to exchenis influ~-
ential etaff officers.

1I. OUTLIWZ OF THi ZFSNOD PLAL .

1. Since most urben ereas hat been burned by the time the war
wes terminetec, ther: was practicelly nothing to be Cefenced eerielly enc
air Gefense operstions accordingly ceasel as such ané the effort necane
purcly offensives 1l FD (which was essigned dirsctly to the Air Generesl Army
for eatteclt but under commend of the Sixth Air Army for "Heteu" opsration)
snéd. 12 FD, with their cosbat unite, were 0 fizht in cooperstion with the
Nevy. In eédition, 100 Flying Brigals {161 anc 12 Flyinas Recte) and 20
Sento HIKOSEUDAL (51 end 52 Flyin: Regts) also were ovrepering to join the
ettack forces when the war encecd.

o2. In attack operstions, if circumstences woull permit, it was
hopeé. that contect with U. S. fizhter units would be avoicfed ané. the Jenanese
woulc. concentrate on atteckinz e2llied bombers, This wee deciled in orcer
that es meny plenes es possible could be held bdaclk to have chaenm 2v-oilable 10O
attack vessels.,

7 Coast Defensa., During Duly and auvsust, 1945, U, S, navel
units freouently ettacked enc ahellel the coast of Jepen., To check thase
sttocks the followins devloyment was made:

m

11 D 2 Suiecicde Units Yokaichi
100 FBR 2 Suicide Units Takamstsu, yure
12 FD 4 Suicide Units Yonaso, Ozuki, Tachiarail,
Nitteharsa
20 C < Suicice Units Miyakonojo, Chiran,
Bansel

In the Bixth air army's operationel ares, 1t was decidled
to execute this sttack, but just at this time the wer enc.ec.

soTRICTZD
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WOEAIN OF COMManD FOR THE DECISIVE BoTTLE OF JAPAX PROPZRM
———w 7 FB
@ FA ————— 30 FC (SOuxh.Kyushu) —---r——-zl FB
- | L---16 FB (51 FR, 52 FR
7 B0
: g 60 B
- ememeaea= 170 BZB---—-';
———110 FR
-e—— & FB (65 FR, bo FR)
—me== 12 FD—=—=(North Kyushu,—----—*;—--——ez FCS
Yemaguchi) bwoe 4 TR, 47 PR,
59 FR, 71 F&
e 12 FCS
-----—10" IR
~—==100 FB—-—-—--——-lOL. R
——-Suicifde Units
Unit in I—-——-— B JH
area unc:'-.er.___f:-:—— 2l FIB=m—=—imia = (Hasoya)
Nevy control ——050 FR

mme 11 FD-——
——~- 82 FCS

(cirectly assizned to

The Air General Army)

, wneer X
W S—

--==08 TR

(directly eesieznel to

The Air General army)
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KYUSHU | SHIKOXU
_____________ﬂ_________*________________*_____________________________________ﬂ__.
AIRFIELD NO, »ND TYPE AIRFIELD NO. aND TYP=

OF UNIT . OF UNIT
_______“___________________________________________”__________________________.
Bofu 2 Fighter- Takamatsu 2 Fighter
Ozuki 2 Treiner Yura 2 Fighter
ashiya 2 Fighter
Gannosu 5 Trainer
Tachiarai () 2 T/% Adv Trainer

2 Pighter CHUGOEKU
Metabaru 8 Recce Hiroshima -
Chikuso 6 Trainer Okayana ¢ Trainer
Kikuchi 6 Trainer Yonaso 8 Trainer 2 neccs
Kuroishibare 6 Trainer Tottori | 10 Trajiner 2 Hecce
Tenena 4 Trainer ' Kureyoshi Z Trainer
Kunemoto 1l Trainer
Kumenosgho 6 Tr=iner
Hitoyoshi & Trainer ,
Miyekonojo (W) 2 Fizhter KINKI

2 Treiner
Miyekonojo (E) 2 Fighter Kyoto 8 Treiner

2 Trainer
Chiren 2 Fighter Yokaichi 2 Trainer

e Treiner
Bansel 3 Trainer
Kiweki & Treiner
Niutahere 1 Fighter

4 Trainer
Bunso lTrainer
sSone 4 Trainer
- — e T

56 X 6 46 X 6

-

TOTAL: 122 X 6 & 792

(Atreraft)
¥OTE: Nunber of plenes per unit was O.
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