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ROBERT BROWING
| By Augustus Muir
(Contlnued frem the last issue)
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Tha mlddle " portion of

‘Browning’s life, the years -

of suprems happiness which
‘be spent with his wife in

Italy, was the time when he

wrote most of his finest

poetry. They bad a beauti-

ful house in Florence,where
they revelled in the Italian
sunshine, and . they made
nilgrimages ta cther towns

where they could enjoy the
beauties of painfmg and

5C u]pture

Browmng wWaS8 One m tne

mogt cosmopol:tan of Eng-

lish poets, for he placed

the scene of many of his
poems outside his native

shores. But his love for his -
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her |
health bhad greatly impro- -
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own land comeg out strik-
ingly every nbw and then.
As for Elizabeth,

ved, and she had written
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poems that have placad her -
among the very groatest -
nglish womern: poet_r—-zf
indeed, she ié not tha
o ea*est of all as Browning
hlmself thought Her
death, a‘ftar Tift
of a]most unbroke,n happi-

to him, and for two yﬂars
he was'in despa}r. '

The fonely and saauened‘_

man turned to his' work Tor
solace; and, still under the

intluence of his wife's .
he wrote his

great love,
jongest and most: fmportant
work, The Ring aad the
£o0k.” How this came to
be written is a romance in
itgsalf, and the siory of. its
o“gm adds to our enjoy-

ment of 2 narrative that ig

full of colour and suspense
and dramatiec action.

Rrowning returned to Eng-
land and. gettled down to
work in London. 1t is

signifficant that his later

work suffered from the lack
of Elizabeth’s inspiration
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many of his last poeins,-

have pasgages. that ave ob-
scuregnd difficuly, al
though/all of them: are

huilt Jpon the strong foun-
dation cf Browning’s virile
philezophy.of life, Ha was
an optimist who regarded
vessimism &3 a daadly sin,
He believed that life should
be lived strenuously, and
that the casting out of evil
was & nacessary process of
tha soul’s
the last page of his last

book, Asclando, published
on the day of his'death, he

speaks ;1 his own robust
way of:

One who n=ver tarned hig
back but marchad breast
forward, o
Never doubted clouds
would break,
Never dreamed,
right were worsted, wrong
would triumph,

Held we fa]l to rise, are

baffled to fight better,
Sleep to wake.

development. On
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‘Allles Maintain Great Pressure On Japan
Despite Assault On Eumpet

s agured in terms of
territory regained,'*’ the pro-
gress mada the South-West
Pacifie during the past two
years has bean remarkable?
saven whonajllowance is
made for the vast distances
of Asiz and the Pacifie,?¢
says a ®special correspon-

dent of the Times® who was’

lately in that ®theatre of
operations.® S
“Measured in other terms,”

he savs, ‘‘progress has been

equally significant.? The

*favourable. -turn taken by
the naval war in the Furo-

pean theatre® has enabled

th2 American Navy to scon-
centratoe nesarly all ite atten-
tion? on the Pacific. *Thanks -.
to' the different- Strategic
requirements ‘of the two
theatres™ it has been possi-
ble *to prosecute the war!!?
in the Pacifie energetically!®
and ®*without wezkening the
basie policy of beatmg I(,ef-
many firs..;*s While: t h e
emphasgig<:in Europe IS ‘on

-»»-
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That is the authentlc_;. J-E’-TE;LHEﬁ G F’f};ﬁfﬁij L}Z%
Rrowning rotz—a c!arion
call to labour! . ;"-—B”“F TARRSEETS o
d f- e
/That cali has today a grea f:“?  FE4 HE{' Eﬁlﬁ

"'ter:'potency and va]ua than

ever; for in the years im- 71@52?3&% [ﬁ ’%@%;ﬁs;
mediately before us, a new S
and better world is waiting A ﬁ?ﬁi‘;ﬁ—#miﬂmﬁé‘%ﬁ
to be built'by the labour of -

mgn-- who, in. the poet’s {5, fﬁoﬁ’i( "‘;‘ﬁ%‘%)\ﬁ*ﬁ‘é) :i'é
words, w111 march breast ,
forward. ' ﬁ'ifﬁﬂﬁiﬁfjﬁ . )
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air and land powsr,
Pacific it i3 on air and sezi
LOwWar. -

““Tha ‘commanders of the
Japanege Fleet!s are indec d
beinz placed in an *awkward
and humiliating position.(o
They know that one *major
naval dafeat’ would mean
for them a *speedy and sum-

mary termination of the war
18 swhereas it would
hava this result for the Ame-
ricang.®? ‘

“Progress in the air is
e ceping pace? with pro-
gress at sea. *The number
of aircraft allocated to the
Pacific theatre?! has been

small compared with the
nurmber sent to Europe, but
it has been sufficient to

saatablish air superiority in

all sectors:?2 What were

criginally

come *offensive .fronts. ™

s+The margin Of Allied all',

supariority has permitted
naval task forees to disrupt

- NOTES
1. @EmKRH ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ*&’lﬁkﬁﬂ .

- in the

not

intended . to be
sheldine fronts® have be-

I Rt B

the ‘enery? g supply lines.23
" Unlike the (Jerman sfortress
"~ ;0f Eurdpe,? which ®relieg
_ almost entirely on land com-
~munications,?” the Japanese
¢Co- prosperxty bphere”3 re-
" lies almost on *®3ea  ¢om-
‘munications.?

Only if the
Japanesa ‘Navy can keep the

®s0a lanes’® open can mere

chant ships *keep the Japa-
nese: garrisons sunplieds:®

and take back to Japan the
*raw materialsz’? required by

the ®armament factorieg33

~ at home.
~ ““The Japanese Navy is fail-
'“‘mg' in this task. Mouszeover,
~ the Japanese are suffering
‘from a 'g‘rave snortag‘e of

merchant shipping.®* New
building is failing to *replace
losses caused by air, surface
and submarine attack.’s
Here was the ®*weak point3®
of Japan ond the *Allied

_High Command 37 was quick
to 'percawe and ea.plm

it 288

o
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-Dramatic Biography of Robert
l.ouls Stevf,nson-ﬁ B.G c Tulk o

By
o Douglas Allan

NARRATOR:  Well, boys and girls, there are the flash-
| - - es. How many litttle scene s were there
from Stevensgson’s life? Did you get them?

There were six, weren’t there? And did

you rerlise’® where Stevenson was cach

time? First he was looking at a light-
house; built by his grandfather then be-

ing sent by his doctor to the South of

France bacause he was. 1]1, then buwng a

donkey to go chmbmg "nountalns in Fran-

: ce with; then makmg ap a story about an
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NARRATOR: .

.2 3 » q

- imaginary treasure island; then buying a
schooner, {0.go-sailing in the South Seas:
. and last, wishing he ecould go home to

Scotland just once agam.
And what is he- doing all the time? I ask-

ed you o find that out. What kind of
-man. was-h‘e.,-l galid;_ what dig he like do-
. Ilng?

Yes of coursa trave]hng Either in foct
or m“agmatlon When I think of Steven-

'son, R thmk of him as a man who i3 al-

-ways on }‘.he move. Hp travelled all his
life long. .He Joved travpllmg' Some-
times becwuse hz had to go somewhere
for the sake of hls health All his books
too, are full of movement Think of ‘Tre-

~asure Island.’. You've read it, I’m sure!

And now what would you like to hear?
tsometh:ng more about those flashes, 1
thmk But we -h: van’h time for all of
them. So whlch is it to be? L-=t’s see.
Rnbart Leua f:rta\enson was born in adin-

‘burgh, the camt?l of c-‘cotland His fa-
ther and granifather were famous *licht-
-house engineeors, 2 and it was hoped that

Robert Louis teo wonld become a light-

'house engmeer,but eVen although he lov-

ed sailing arounq the coasts of Scotland
and Iookmg at uhe lx-gh -house his grand-
father had built, llke the one on the Bell
Rcck, he dldn"t \a.ant to be an engincer.
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‘He wanted to write boeks. And the first.
books he” wr:cd:ax wers about some of his
jtravels 3 'S0 shall we hear first soma-
thing about his’ travels with Modestine
‘the dOnkey? - Listén. *Everybody in the
‘village was surpr:sed when Stevenson de-
parted taking: Modestm-e and he was not
quite sure that he had done a good thing
in buying Modestine ®*once he set out on
his travels. - When the road began to
mount? through the ‘#*pine woods,* he
would give her a whack’ with a stick, and
for about three steps she would *quicken
her pace,s but for three steps only. And
then she would go at her old pace, which
was glower than a walk, It was the slow-
‘est jotirney Stevenson had ever made.
Théi; a  tall peasant approached.! He
stoppad to-Iook at Stevenson and Modes-
tine. The'} he said, ‘Your donkey is very
0ld?” Stevenson said, No, he thought
not. - ““Then,’’ said the man, ‘I suppose
yoa must have come very far.” Steven-
son gaid, Nv, he had just started. - Then
the man began to laugh and laugh, and
said, ‘“You are going at that pace? Hal
—the only thing to do is to have no pity
on these ammals " And he pluckedt?® a
thick branch and began to beat Modes-
tine as hard as he cou!d shouting all the
time. Modestine *pricked up her earg!!?
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and *set off at a good round pace.’® b

Viously she had been just pretending. b

the man gave Stevenson the branch and,,

told him. thht: thd“thing to do was te

shout *‘Proot!”™ every now and avain. So
off Stevenson wernt, shouting ‘‘groot!®?,
For the rest of the -fbr-encon-Mode'sting'
*did wonders.!'3 But alag, after dinner
she was back at her old tricks.!4 Stevene.
son, prootéd like a. lion, he prooted

like "a *sucking dove,!’ but Medestine

kept on at her old slow pace. Onece when
she looked round at Stevenson, she looked:
80 like a lady he knew that he was horri«
fied!% by hisown cruelty towards the poor
beast, It was *blazing hot,” the sweat-
ran down:into Stevenson’s eyes, and at
last the pack's on.the donkey’s back—e
sleeping-bag,!? food, wine, *spirit lamp,
20 candles, coat, shirts, chocolate,? sau. .
sagas,? everything ®came adrift? froms
the beast’s back and there they were’
bhanging under her -belly.”* Modestina
*stopped dead,?” turned her head to
Stevenson, and seemed to smile.

Well, that was the beginning of Stevepe:
son’s *Travels with 2 Donkey.??

And now, what was the next flash? " 7%
was the one about Sam asking Stevenson
¢o tall him a story. You’ll want to know:
of course, who Sam was. When Steven-
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STEVENSON:
SAM!

STEVENSON: |

STEVENSONT -
We’ll put sbme:hills here in the south and
:some more.in the west over here.
. What about trees? .

SATL o

STEVENSON: ..
E -~ hills, of course, but we’l] put some trees

BAR

STEVENSON:

SAM: .

. And give it a name.

-gon was in France he met an American
lady, Fanny Osborne, *fell in love with

her?* and -married her. She had been
married before and. had one son, Sam.
Stevenson 'brought. Sam to Scotland and
they went op a visit to Braemar,?s in the
Highlands. |

The weather was very bad when the Ste-
vensons were there, and often young Sam
Lloyd -Osborne became tired of sitting in
¢he house and finding very little to do.
This is what happened one day.

Let we try to pnint something for you.

i know-—it looks like an island!

Agoodidea. 1t is'an island.

I wonder what kind of an island it is? Is

-0 it %{lag or hillyt®

On,- I thisk it should. have some hills.

‘Oh, we must have soms trees—not on the

on the *fiat - bits.3? There—and there—
and there. - -

That’s g very big bas3?! down in the right

kand -corner. I. think you should have

~another island—a *wee one3%-in the bay.

Right. ..
all the little one

—ar.....0r, .., .5keleton Island!



il
STEVENSON:

STEVENSON:

SAM:

STEVENSON:

NARRATOR:

@ ¥ w11

But if the little one is having a name
surely the big one should have one.

I know—Traasure Island—because there's
®*huried treasure3? on it.

Good. Now wea’ll have some red paint, 3¢
and wea’ll *mark the site3s of the buried
treasure with a ®red cross.’® There!
And put in a boat 2 weat do you call it—
a galleon37—sailing somewhere near the
island. Couldn’t you make up a story
about jt? _

A story, Y23, A sto‘r; about buried trea-
gure and mutiniesss *on boare ship’*—and
a strange old seaman.??

Make the old seaman have a cut* on his
cheeak. o

Yes, a sabret? cut, and he’s singing in 2

~ high ®eracked voicets—

‘sFrifteen mon on the dead man’s chest<s
Yo—ho—ho and a bottie of rum.’%
Oh yes. It’s going to be 2 fine story.
And who else?* An old blind man, trap-
ping*t his way along the road with his

stick. A cruel old man—add something
a Hlack spot—a *®secret sign.' Yes,

that'’s how I’]ll begin my story. Treasure
Isiand. |

And that was how Treasure Island was
begun, Stevenion went on writing it, &
chapter every day. Sometimes I think be™
vwould read bits to Sam.
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BAM: |
STEVENSONY

SAM:

STEVENSON:

Let’s hear some more.

Well, now where had we got to? Oh yes,
®Jim Hawking* hug left England to find
the Treasure,

.Yes, and on the ship he had gone to sleep

in the ®apple barrgl. ¥

That’s right., While in the apple barre!
he neard Long John Silver *persuading
the crew to muting®® and take the' ahip
and treasure for themselves, Hera’s

" how it goes,

In I got bodily’* into the apple barrel,

and found there was scarce an apple left;

but, sitting down there in the dark, what

with the sound of the waters and the’
rocking’? movement of the- ship, I had

either fallen a gieep or was ®on tha point
of doing 50,3 when a heavy man sat down

with rather a crash close by. The barrel

shook as he leaned his shoulder against

it, and I was just about to jump up when

the man began to speak. It was Silver’s
voice, and before I had beard a dozen

words, [ would not have shown myself for

all the world, but lay there, trembling
and listening, in the extreme?! of fear and

curiosity; for, from these dozen words I

understood that the lives of all the honest
men on board depended upon me alona.

~ Oh, it’s going to be a grand story. De

got on with it quickly. -
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NEW AND VIEWS:
9 —@
#. Fitler Knaws That the *Daily Mail.s “‘He -k-ncm'

too it will end in his down-
fall,* for the ons thing be
has s¢ long dreaded®—
“Ths war in the West has . Combined Angio-American~
antered its fina] stzge and Russian offensives—is ak
ihe Fuhrer? kgows it,”” says last striking” at his citadei{;’

vhe war Has Fnicred
fis *Fina] Stege?!

NARRATOR: Stevenson did get on with it qaickly:’%hcf
"~ ever since then, boys all over the world
have liked t¢ read abeout Jim Hawkins*
adventures in ‘‘Treasure Island.”’ |

( Theend ) .

NOTES | ~
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“¢go long as the Ailied at-  blows?s but ®*not immediate-
gacked him separdtely® *he g fatal.'4 ‘But Cherbourg,??
wras not dismayed.’® *The th w Russi cr o
German retreatsd from Sta- e _new husslan o.lensive,
dingrad'* and thezir ®expul- |
sion from Africa’®were®hard thozsz will be *fatal blows.'"

ethe advance in[talyi—

o . e
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«8ich blows ad these ‘will
raxn faster and heavzer upon
("ermany #until she coHapses
in utter defeat 18 fop “at
'lasu the *three great allies
are hlftmo' to a combmed
and concerted plan 19" The
Germans did evervthmg they
zenld %to pxevent this p]an
rgaching fruition.2 -

“The,; tried to *sow dis-

trust among the Uni‘ted‘f Na-
*They heped to

tions.2%
smash any invasion from the
west in time to. turn and

2z They have
cause dismay _
British people® by the use,

or the threatened use, of
*terror weapons.t* ®All ip
vain.? '

2. Britishg Prime
Minister’s Message
To China's President
Mr. Winston Churchili, Bri-
tain's Prime Minister, has
sent a2 messaga to President

Chiang Kai-Shek on %the

sevepth anniversaryof
~hina’s war against Japan?

TR ¢

. :;I"'”'r (j? ey Ay r_':'fa’ %8

in ‘which h@ ‘8ays: ——“Whnn
Vlétﬂty is 'won in tfle WeS’t
swe Wl” bl‘ng our whoh
welgnt to bear’ o‘ﬁ“’Japan. |
) arn confldent* ‘that the
long pgrlod_ of suffering
which the Chinese people
have endured with such
3steadfastness and courage*
wiil meet its rewards and

*China will be able to play
" hér part as'a leader in the
_ClVIIlSBd development of the
"'world 198" |
3. 'Allled Ecogress
rend theRussians inthe east. .~
*tattempted to
.among the

Ia The Pacitic - .

 In one Year" o
One year ‘320 Genergl Mad~
Arthur begarmr$n 2 small wﬂy
the real Allied offens«we‘ i
the Pacific,-says *the Daily
Herald.? 'La':dmgs " wera
made arouand . New (;gmea

'f,ani in tha centxal QGlﬁmona.

Slowly at-first "thenwmone
dramaucallg tha Japanese

protectiva ring was pierced.®

*[n a geries of by-passing
moves,? Genaral. MacArthur

and Admirals Halsey ' and
Nimitz struck northwarda®
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@s *their resources grew.?

QToday they stand on Salpans-
%in  the Marxanas * 1 600
.,zmles within the enemy’s de-
ﬁenswe perxmeterl ¢ and *on-

@y 1 400 miles frorn Tokyo.11

TOJo 17 3dds the Daily Her-
MId knows if he loges his
nmavy ‘he haa lost all. *His
svercrowded land become
sulnerable to bloekade!s and

his®scattered armies deniad
atl he.lp 14 th he also knows
*if he __dqes? npt soon fling
fleet againat the sea and xir

.might!® with which the Ak
~lieg can. now protect“ aach

new Iandmg then the attaek-
ers ‘will even-tua]ly" reask
Formosa!$ and the *Seutk
China mainland.!®
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PUBLICATIOND

Published by The Prcss Atiachz’s Office,
British Embassy, Chungking.
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* GLOBE DIGEST (monthly) &5k 3 #

Containing latest Britigh, American magazine article:
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$25 per copy

BRITISH DIGES

$140 hili year
(monthly) & BEACHE

$289 one year

Introducing British culture today and yesterday.
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8§25 per cepy

STUDENTS’
Linguistiec and literary.

$10 per copy
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> BLEH K BRAEBG i o
- $140 half year
FMFFIT g0 BE-HBET
sBO-BRIT.SH WEEKLY 38T
Bilingual and fully annotated.
=naC SRR » BERESIE o B AV S0 KL TN o
' 2250 half vear
FEEZEHE T

All Subscription Rateg ara
inclusive of pustage in China
and payable striefly in ad-
vance. Send your order to
tha Press Attache’s Office,
Rriish Embassy, 29 Min Sen
Road, Chungking, or to our
Chengtu, or Kunming or
- Kweilin Branch QOffice.
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$230 one vear
& FHFA4T

55@0 one vear
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* INFORMATION PLEASE

3t (weakly in Chinese)

Adviser to vreaders,

MENIBR -

Glnssary of general
knowledge,
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§£5 per copy
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$125 half year
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