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China 1897 double sﬁrcharge on the
- 1894 Jubilee issue.

B

China 18g7 inverted surcharge on the
1894 Jubilee issue.
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The Public are bhereby notified that the
Chinese Government, in order to mark the
occasion of the gwnﬁ-mﬁr anniversary
(20th March, 1921) of the National Post
Office, has decided to issue a special set
of Commemoration Stamps, -
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.m__‘\...a:_w Mr. C. .. Harte-Lovelace To Mr. E. Busch:
| ~ 26th, June, 1925
About your query I am sure the small
figure surcharge dees not exist on the
Shanghai rrints; there are certain shades

of the 5¢. and 6c¢.
very similar to those of the Shanghali,
which no doubt caused the confusion.

B BEFLENES _mﬂﬁ%m

in the Japanese prints
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With reference to the 9c. tete-beche, Mr.
Benjamin write to us and says that when
the error was brought to the _moﬂom of Sir
R. Hart, he gave notice that the bottom
row should not be printed, so wwmﬁ first
of all the ._mrmm.nm consisted of 25 stamps.
with error, and mﬁmu&m& om 20 mﬁmﬁvm_
without error.
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“Chinese Philatelic
Society’’ has been founded. Mr. M. D. Chow

L,Pn Shanghai g

being the promoter and present Chairman
of this Society. This gentleman has a

splendid collection himself for which he
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has spent over 100,000, Dollars. He mm_
trying to mouamwo..mam_-zsmmcg at Shang-
wmm._ for which he would give his collection
and glady accept to kethe Curator. This

is a model Philatelist _mz_momm,.
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I write to congratulate you upon the ex-
cellence of the production: It is so par-
ticularly good that I am departing from
our usual custom and am dealing with it
on the front ﬁww.w of our Journal mzmﬁmmm
of reviewing it, as is our usual custom,

on another page. 12, April, 1926.
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“The Master said’’ it is written “how com-
plete and elegant are its regulations!
I follow Chow,” So will we, and send
the good wishes of a very old stamp pa-
rer to a very new one.
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| S Mekeel’s Weekly Stamp News, Whole

No. 1844, Page 255 54 Hm-+m i iiE
RN | iR B
Ag indicating the growth of interest in
the stamps of China, The Philatelic Bulle-
tin, a bi-monthkly, which is the official
journal of the Chinese Philatelic Society,

recently organized, is presenting an ex-

haustive study of the stamps of China, by
that earnest student; Mr. M. D. Chow,
who is the possessor of one of the great-
est collections of Chinese issues known to
The illustrations accompanying
_mwm profuse and of particular

philately.
My, Chow’s
value as some of them are colored. While
the magazine makes a specialty of oEs_F
the contents are given in English as well
as Chinese and we hail the vcvmommoz
because of its own solid merits and as an
example of Oriental philatelic enterprise
and progress, as well.
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A Handbook of Chinese Postage Stamps

:'Bg M. D. Chow
(Continued from Vol, II No. 1, Page 18.)

Provisional Issues of 189%7.

- Oun March 20th, 1896, the Manchu government acted favourably on the
request of the Inspector-General of Customs, Sir Robert Hart, to establish
a national _post office modelled after the European plan. Sir Robert Hart
was appointed head of the postal service, It was decided to issue permanent
stamps of which the currency was to be changed from candarins to cents
and dollars. This was the end of the Customs Department postal service
and the beginning of theé national postal service. The permanent stamps
were to be printed in Japan and could not be ready for immediate use and
it was decided that, during the interval the best thing to do was to have
stamps that could be used tewmporarily. So, all old stock held in the
Customs post offices were recalled and over-printed in cents and dollars.
Since these were uot enough the unsold 3 cents red Revenue stamps were
overprinted for use. Since these, too, were not enough, the 1894 Jubilee 1ssue.
was reprinted-in Shanghai and over-printed for use, For this reason the
provisional stamps of thig period are of many different kinds, Most of the
strange and rare Chinese stamps have come from this period and we shouid
pay particular attention to them. At the time of the establishment of the
national post office there was opposition from many quarters. The Manchu
government did not give it any definite power nor did they grant it auy
definite funds. The competition between tlhie government-controlled I Chan
and the privately established Min Chu on the one hand and the newly
established postal department on the other was very keeu. Fortunately Sir
‘Robert Hart carried ou his work with great patience and, persevering to the
end, slowly enlarged the scope of the postoffice, so that the I Chan .and the
Min Chu at last naturally went out of existence. The history of the postal
service is very long and since this book deals specifically with stamps and
wot with postal service, so all matters not direct-connected with stamps are
but spoken of very briefly.

The. different classes of the stamps over-printed at that time are as
follows :-

1. Stamps of the second issue over-printed with type A and type C,
two varieties,

2. Jubilee stamps of the 1894 issue, Japan printing, overprinted with
type A, one vatiety, '
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3. Jubilee stamps of the 1894 issue, Japau and Shanglai printing
overprinted with type B and C, four valieties

4. The 3 cent rekenue stamp over- prmted with small and large
figures, two varieties,

These will now be discussed and we will be guided by the dates of
the types used to determine which classes were the earlier.

The date of the establishment of the government post office is recorded
differently in various books. . Mr. J. Mencarini says that it was December
18th., 1896, vide his "‘Note on the Postage Stamps of China'’.,  Mr. F, L.
Melville says that it was February 2nd., 1896, vide his book on ‘‘ Postage
Stamps of China"’, The book publishied. in 1921, by the government, in
Chinese, commemorating the twentyfifth anniversary of the establishment
of the postal service, says that it was the 7th day of 2nd month of the
22nd year of Kuang Hsw, i, e., 1896. In addition, many books such as
Mr. B. W. H. Poole’s ** Stamps of the Moment, China "', Mr. Paul King’s
‘ Notes on the Chinese Postage Service ', all say that it was March 20th.,
1896. The strangest of all is that Mr. Mencarini, in bis introduction to the
‘* Report on the Post Office *’ says thiat is was December 18th., 1896, while
in his articie, ‘‘ Note on the Postage Stamps of China’’, appended to the
1906 Customs Trade Report, lie says that it was March 20th., 1896. There
being then such a difference in the matter of the date, which shall we
follow? For settling this question, we had better base on the Chinese
official records, instead of the foreign books in which thie materials were likely
quoted from Chinese sources. We must only follow the two reports publi-
shed by the Postal Department, in 1906 and 1921, aud on what the Postmaster,
Mr. Mencarini says, and investigate the question. ~ March 20th., 1896, is the
7th day of thie 2ud mounth of the Chinese calendar. The 1921 Postal Depart-
ment report only mentions the 7th day of the 2nd month of the 22nd year of
Kuang Hsu and does not say February 7th, 1896. From this we can see
that the ** 7th day of the 2nd montl " does not refer to the western calendat’
but to the Chinese calendar. But Mr. Mencarini says something different
still.  When he says that it was the 18th of December that must be the date
of the opening of the nationat post office in Shanghai. The date of the publi-
shing of the edict-by the Manchu Government must have been March 20th;;
which would be the 7th day of the 2ud month of the Chinese calendar.
I have seen the letter written by Sir Robert Hart on August 20th, 1896, to
the Shanghai Customs and Postal Commissioner, Mr, G. in which there is a
long discussion on the question of the independence of the postal service.
If the Tmperial Edict on this subject was issned on the 18th of December,
how was it that in August of that year they liad already carried into effect .
the independence of the postal service?  Also, in the China official
gazelte,~—a publication giving the daily record of governmeutal affairs,~—
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I have seen the edict giving the permission for the establishment of the
Permaneut postal service and the date given there is the 2nd. month,
Chinese calendar, of the year 1896, Mr, Melville’s date, February 2nd., is
very clearly a mistake.

In addition to this, I have found further proof which would indisputably
fix March 20th. as the date. Tlis is in the notification of the Post Office
in 1921 when the stamps commemorating the 25th, anniversary of the postal
service were issued. ~ I quote a portion of that notification as follow; —

- ‘“Chinese Post Office Notification No. 515. Issue of Postal Quarter-
Centenaty Commemoration Stamps. The public are hereby notified that
the Chinese Government, in order to wark the occasion of the twenty.fifth
anniversary, (20th. March, 1921) of the national Post Oﬁice, has decided to
issue a special set of Commemoration stamps............ievevvrinnns *

If we count back twenty-five years from the 20th. of March, 1921,
wouldn't it bring us to the 20th, of March, 1896? This quotation is from
an official notification of the Post Office and is proof of the greatest value.

Type A.

This type was the earliest and the period of its use was from
December, 1896 to some time in February of the following year. The
stamps that were over-printed were those of the 2nd. isswe, in 1888,
and of the Japan printing of the Jubilee issue of 1895, The form of
the type can be seen in figure 14, It was from 17 to 17% m.m. long and

the English is below the

Chiuege, being 2% to 3%

ﬁ # % 28Y HIRTS fr(:m eac%l other. . The
n R % BB ink used was black, and,
1 | 30 according to Mr. Mencarini,
-cent, cents. in the report of 1906, the
printing was done by the

Shanghai Customs Statistic-

Fig. 14 al Department.

The 1888 issue overprinted with Type A.

The stamps of this overprint were of the issue of 1838 and not stamps
of the 1885 issue because they are all of 11 perforations and not 12}%
perforations. There are 40 stamps to the sheet the same as its original
size. The denominations are as follows;—
1 cent on I candarin, dull green,
2 cent on 3 candarin, pale mauve.
5 cent on 5 candariu, olive-yellow.
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Mr. Harte-Lovelace has fixed January 1897 as the date of the over-
printing,— the same as the date of the overprinting of the Jubilee stamps
with Type A. Gibbons catalogue follows this date, but Mr, Mencarini, in
the 1906 Report says that they were overprinted later than the overprinting
‘of the Jubilee stamps with Type A and that the period of overprinting was
from February 10th. to the 17th. of March. The number of stamps issued
was as follows;——

1 cent on 1 candarin 38,000.
2 cent on 3 candarin 42,000.
S cent on 5 candarin 56,840.

Varieties. ‘There is only one variety of this overprint in spite of
the varieties of the original stamps mentioned previously. This is'a break
in the top bar of the Chinese character 4}, the first character at the left of
thie second line. According to Mr. Harte-Lovelace, this is to be found in the
third row, the second stamp, counting from left to right, He also says
that all the three denominations lc. 2ec, and 5¢, have this variety and the
position is identical in each sheet. This statement is undoubtedly incorrect
since I have complete sheets of the 2 cents and 5 cents, none of which show
this variety, which is seen only in the 1 cent denomination. Furthermore
the 1st and 2nd. stamps of the 3rd. and 4th. rows all have this break,
which, therefore, is not confined to just one stamp. T have carefully
examined this break, and have decided that it is not a real bteak in the type
but that the ink suddenly gave out at this place Mr. Harte-Lovelace’s
statement, therefore, is without proof and should not be relied upon.

1894 Jubilee stamps overprinted with type A.

These Jubilee stamps overprinted with Type A were all those that had
been recalled from brauch post offices, therefore, they were all of the Japan
printing and not even a single stamp of the Shanghai printing has ever
been found among them, From this we know that the date of overprinting
was very early, Moreover, the Shanghai reprinted stamps had not yet been
out. According to Mr. Mencariui, in the Report of 1906, the date of
overprinting was between December, 1396 and February, 1897. Mr., Harte-
Lovelace fixes the date as January, 1897. Gibbons catalogue follows Mr,
Harte-Lovelace’s. Now the date of the opening of the post office, previously
referred to was December 18th., 1896. At the time of the opening of the
national post office there would not be mnothing for issue. Of the stamps
that were overprinted, those with the Type A overprint were the earliest
and so the stamps issued at the time of the opening of the national post
office would naturally be of that kind. So we must fix December, 1896, as
the most dependable date for the issuing of tliose stamps. Tlie ptinting
was still done by the Customs Statistical Department, At the time of the
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overprinting, bécause the size of the complete sheet of the original stamps
‘was inconvenient, the sheet, of 240 stamps was divided inte six, each
contains 40 stamps, i, e. two panes; and the sheet of 100 statups, into

four, each contains 25 stamps, i, e. one pane. The denowinations of these
stamps are as follows;—

3¢ cent on 3 candarins; 1 cent on 1 candarin;

2 cents on 2 candarins; 4 cents on 4 candarius;
S cents on 5 candarins; .8 cents on 6 candarins;-
10 cents ou 6 candarins; 10 cents on 9 candarins;

10 cents on 12 candarins and 30 cents on 24 candarins.

The colours of these stamps are the samie as the original Japan print,
In 1910, Mr. Harte-Lovelace wrote an article on ‘' The Significance of the
Shades in the Surcharged Issues of China, 1897'. In this article he says
that thie 5 cents on the 5 candarins and the 10 cents on the 6 candarins,
overprinted with Type A, both have stamps of the Shanghai print. As
soon as this article appeared much questioning arose among collectors.
Later I got possession of Mr. Harte-Lovelace's collection in which was one
copy of the 5 cent stamp, overprinted with Type A, the colontr of which
was very light,—almost like ordinary yellow. This was thie one that Mr.
Harte-Lovelace took for Shanghai print, Later still a dealer showed me
a copy of 10 cents on the 6 candarins, overprinted with Tpye A, the colour
of which was a distiuct red, This was also the one that Mr. Harte-Lovelace
tock for Shanghai print. The dealer, basing his statement oun Mr,
Harte-Iovelace’s article, said that it was a very rare specimen and wanted
a big price for it. After T liad carefully examined it I knew that these
two copies were still of the Japan print, Although the colours were very
much like those of the Shanghai print there were, however, points in which
they differed. The quality of the paper and of the gum of these two prints
are also different, These are differences which cannot esczpe the observation
of a specialist. However, whether those stamps that Mr. Harte-Lovelace
saw were otlier copies of stamps of the Shanghali print or whether they were
like but not really stamps of the Shanghai print as the above mentioned
two items, is a question which can only be answered by Mr, Harte-
Lovelace himself. Ig May of last year, Mr. E, Busch wrote to Mr. Harte-
ILovelace on this matter and received an answer”from Mr. Harte-Lovelace
admitting his mistake, saying that, in the stamps overprinted Type A there
were no copies of the Shanghai print and that those that hie took for Shanghai
print were stamps of the Japan priut whose colours were similar to those of
the Shanghai print. It was only then that the question over this matter
was settled. From this we see that our knowledge advances with age
and that there are often small mistakes in what we write whed we
are young, which are corrected when we have an opportunity to do so.
Au extract from Mr. Harte-Lovelace’s letter follows :—
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June 26th. 1925,
From Mr. C. L. Harte-Lovelace to Mr. E. Busch,

About your query, I am sure the small figure surcharge does not exist
on the Shanghai prints; there are certain shades ofv_ihe—&e:-—aﬂdm&-:'_ in
Japanese printg very similar to those of the Shanghai, which, no doubty

caused confusion.

"Varieties. The varieties may be divided into three classes, (1) of
‘perforation. {2) of setting and (3) of printing. These are discussed as
follows.

Varieties of perforation. These are of two kinds, (1) of entire
imperforation and (2) of imperforationT between.  There is bnt one

denomenation with entire imperforation i. e,

10 cents on 12 ecandarins,

Those with imperforation between are as follows :—
4 cent on 3 caudarins, horizontal pair ;

2 cents on 3 Icandarins, vertical pair and horizontal strip ;

4 cents on 4 candarins, horizontal pair;

5 cents on 5 candarins, vertical pair ;

8 ceuts on 6 candarins, vertical pair, vertical strip of three, vertical strip,
horizontal pair, and horizontal strip of three ;

10 cents on 6 candarins, vertical pair;

10 cents on 12 candarins, vertical pair, vertical strip dud horizontal pair.

Varieties of setting. !4 centon 3candarins. In the English the
2 and the fraction bar are missing, so that it reads 1 cent. There is but
one copy of this variety in each complete sheet; its position is the first in
the upper lefthand corner 'o'l":‘the lefthand pane. However, it is not to be
found in each sheet, but only in the few earliest sheets printed, for, after
the mistake was discovered, it was corrected, so that the majority of the
complete sheets do not have this variety.

Iu addition to this, there is a minor variety in which the English and
the Chinese, instead of being 2} m. m. apart, are 3% m. m. from each other,
This minor variety is to be found several times in the complete sheets of
all the denominations, with the exception of the 12 and 24 cents,—in which
two I am uot sure whether it exists or not,—and is a variety in the settiug.

Varieties in printing. This variety is very important and is
as follows;
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Inverted overprint of the 1 cent on the 1 candarin;
Double overprint of the }2 cent on the 3 candarins;
Double overprint of the 2 cents on the 2 candarins;
Double overprint of the 4 cents on the 4 candarins and

Double overprint of the 10 cents on the 9 candarins.

Of these five, the inverted overprint of the 1 cent and the double
overprint of the 4 cent are the rarest because T have heard that only one
complete sheet of each kind was produced, which would mean only 40
copies. I know that, at this point, my readers will ask the question ‘'Why
is it that the 9 cents stamp Las no inverted overprint’’? ‘This is because,
as everybody knows, each pane of the 9 cents stamp of the Japan printing
has an inverted stamp in the left lower corner. If the dies of the 25
stamps to be overprinted are all in their right position, then we would find
this 9 cent stamp with an inverted overprint. If, of the dies used for-the
overprinting, the one in the lower lefthand dorner should be inverted, then
we would find this stamp overprinted in téte-beche. Why is it. that none
of these are to be found ? T formerly questioned this thing myself. Later
I read a section on page 165 ofsthe 79th. number of the Philatelic Journal
of Great Britain as follows;—''With reference to the 9 cents téte-becle,
Mr. Benjamin writes to us and says that when the error was brought to
the notice of Sir R. Hart, he gave notice that the bottom row should not
be printed, sc that, first of all, the sheets consisted of 25 stamps with the
error, and afterwards of 20 stamps without the error’’,

According to this, the complete sheets of the 9 cents of the Japan
print at the time of overprinting, all had the lower row ent off. But I once
bought a complete sheet of the 9 cents Japan print overprinted with Type
C, from Whitfield King & Co., in which the missing row was not the lower
oue but the one at the left of the sheet. At first I thought that this was
due to a mistake and sent a letter to the dealers asking them about it.
They answered saving that they had alreads sold more than 6 or 7 sheets
just like this one, in which the wissing row was the one to the left of the
sheet. From this we know that the Philatelic Journal of Great Britain was
mistaken in saving that it"was the lower row and not the lefthand row that
was missing. '

The 1894 Jubiles Issue Overprinted with Type B.

The stock of these stamps remaining in the various post office
throughont tlte country were recalled to the Shanghai office. Aftér these
- had been overprinted with Type A, the postal authorities were afraid
that these might not be enough for their needs, so they took out
the designs of the Jubilee issue and Ilithographed- them again in
Shangbai. The reprint stamps like the others, were also overprinted:
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Because the English numerals of the first overprinting was too &mall to be
readily distinguished, the type for the secoud overprinting was made larger.

The English, in this overprinting, was 2% mn.

. ni, from the Chinese, See figure 15. Gibbons

b3 #E catalogue gives the date of the printing of tlie
ﬁ_ B¢ Iwide space overprint, or Type 'B, as February,
1897, Mr. Harte-Lovelace savs that it was

30 e L o .

cents March, while Mr, Mencarini gives the time as
being between February and July. Since the

- Type C overprint was out in May. therefore

Fig. 15 this printing of the Type B overprint may be
considered to have been out in March. According to the 1906 Report of
the post office, the p/ljn_t_ing of Type B and Type C, or the two large type
overprinting, was not done in the Customs Statistical Department but in two
Chinese commercial printing establishments. Although the new printing
of thie Shanghai print was mostly with the large type, the remaining limited
stock of the Japan print still found in distant post offices were sent to
Shanghai and were overprinted with the Targe type, along with the Shanghai
print. For this reason, a smwall number of the Japan print are to be
found in both kinds of overprint with the Jarge type B and C, Accordingly,
the price of these Japan prints 15 a great deal higher than that of the
Shanghai print and some of them are cousidered the great rarities of
Chinese postage stamps. '

Shanghai Print Overprinted with Type B,

The number of stamps in a complete sheet of this overprint is the
same as those that were overprinted with Type A. The téte-becke of the 9
cents stamp having been corrected, there was no need, therefore, of cutting
off one row, so that the complete sheet was up to the regular number,
twenty-five stamps,

The colour of the original stamps of the Shanghai print has already
been described preivously, However, the colours of the unoverprinted and
the overprinted stamps differ slightly. ‘The reason for this difference has
been very carefully described in the article written by Mr., Harte-Lovelace,
‘““The Significance of the Shades in the Surcharged Issues of China of 1897,
Mr. Harte-Lovelace thinks that the Shanghai plates were used at least
twice, possibly more often thau that, He bases this supposition on the fact
that the colours vary decidedly in shades and that if these plates had been
used buf once, the shades would have been consistently the same. I think
that even if the plates were used but once for the whole issue, the ink must
have been changed many times and that each time the ink was changed we
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would have differennces in shades. At this time we will not discuss the
number of times these plates were used, but we will carefully describe the
differences in the shades, as follows:—

Y% cent on the 3 candarins, The colour of the uiloverpr_inted 3
candarins stamp of the Shanghai print, I have already given as chrome-
vellow. Mr. Harte-Icvelace calls it bright yellow. The names may be
different but the meaning is the same. The Type B overptinted stamp of
this denmomination is also iu this colour, but, in addition, there are some of
a much lighter colour, Mr. Harte-Lovelace calls it honey colour or duil
yellow. This shade is ounly to be found in the overprinted stamp.

1 cent on the 1 candarin. The colour of the overprinted and unover-
printed stamp of this denomination is the same, i. e., redorange. The
unoverprinted has but the one shade while the overprinted stamp has a
lighter and a darker shade,

2 cents on 2 candarins, The unoverprinted stawp of this denomina-
tion is in but one colour, i. e., yellow-green. The overprinted stawp is in -
two shades, ocue, the same as the unoverprinted and the other, a dull
yvellow-green.

4 cents on 4 candarins, ~The colour of the overprinted and unover-
printed stamp of this denomination is the same, i. e., pale rose, which Mr.
Harte-Lovelace calls bright pink. This is another instance of different
names meaning the same thing,

5 cents on 5 candarins. ‘The colour of the overprinted and unover-
printed stamp of this denowivation is the same, yellow. '

8 cents on 6 candarins. The colour of the overprinted and unover-
printed stamp is red-brown, but the overprinted stawp has the light and
the dark shades.

10 cents on 9 candarins. Tlie unoverprinted stamp of this denomina-
tion is in but one colour, whicli Mr. Hart-Lovelace calls yellow-green, I
would call it light green, since it is different frons the yellow-green of the
2 cents stamp of this set. - The overprinted 9 cent stamp however has
another colour in addition to the light green. This is a ligliter colour
which Mr. Harte-Lovelace calls emerald, :

_ 10 cents on 12 candarins. Both uunoverprinted and overprinted stamps -
of this dinomination are orange-yellow.

30 cents on 24 candaring, Both nunoverprinted aud overprinted stamps
of this dinomination are deep rose-red,



10 PHILATELIC Vol. 2

From the above we can see that the colours of the majority of the
Type B overprinted stamps of the Shanghai print are the same as those
of the unoverprinted stamps, while the colours of the most of the Type
C overprinted stamips of the Shanghai print are different from those of the
unoverprinted stamps. (See later) From this we can prove that all the
unoverprinted stamps of the Shanghai print must lave bezen left over at
the time of the first printing of these stamps and that later, when the
stamps were overprinted with Type C, there must have been many stamps
were of the second and third reprint. Also, from Mr. Harte-Lovelace’s
article we know that 15 years ago when he was writing bhis article
specimens of the unoverprinted Shanghai print wére not often seen, for he
says that “‘The chance of having an unsurcharged reprint instead of the
ordinary issue printed in Japan is, according lo my experience, above one
in 3000". Furthermore, a well-known collector of Chinese stamps at that
time, Mr, Nankivell, had specimens af only two varieties in his collection,
the 5 and the 12 ceunts stamps, But later it seemed as though the
unoverprinted Shanghai reprint became more numerous and it was not
so difficult to get specimens of them. However, stamps of the Japan print,
overprinted with the large types are, in some demominations, much more
difficult to get than those of the Shanghai print. The chance of getting

one of these great rarities is some tines considerably less tlian the proportion
of 1 in 3C00,

The 10 cents on the 6 candarins, overprinted with small type, is not
to be found in the sets overprinted with the two large types. There are
two reasons for this, The first reason is that there were already the 9 and
12 candarin stamps overprinted 10 cents and so there was ns need of further
overprinting, and the second is that 6 candarins being equal to 8% cents,
is less than 10 cents, and since the large types overprints were not
printed in the Customs printing office but in a private Chinese printing
firm, it was feared that somebody might take the 6 candarin stamps
make money. Tor this reason, this method was stopped so as to avoid the
possibility of fraud., The overprinted values of the other nine denomiu-

ations are all less than the values of the original stamps so there was no
fear of fraud of that sort,

Varieties. The varieties in this set are the same as those of the
overprinted Type A set. There are three kinds, (1), that of perforations,
(2), that of setting and, (3) that of printing.

Varieties of perforation. There are two kinds, entire
imperforation and imgperforation between. However, the nuwmber of tliose

with imperforatious betweeun is less than the number of the same variety of
the Type A set, '



No. 2 BULLETIN 11

Of the variety of eutire imperforation, there is the following:—

3% cent on 3 cahdarins, I have seen a vertigal pair. '
OF the variety of imperforation between, there are the following:—

¥% cent on 3 candarins, a vertical strip of three and a vertical strip of
five; |

4 cents oun 4 candarius, _a' horizental pair.

Varieties of setting. » cent on 3 candarins. 'The “t’"’ of “‘cent” ig
missing. This varisty is in the 4th. stamp of the 2nd. row of the left
pane. I have seen a vertical strip of five, with imperforation between and
coutains this variety. - This is certainly a rarity.

1 cent on 1 candarin. {1} There is no period after the word “cent’’.
This variety is in the 1st. and 2nd. stamps of the 5Sth, row of the right
pane. (2) There is a space between the ‘‘ce’’ and '‘nt", and the
figure ‘‘1'* is just ahove the letter ‘‘n’’., This variety is in the 4th, stamp
of the 5th. row of the left pane.

30 cents on 24 candarins. (1) The figure 30"’ is 12 m.m. distant
from the word ‘“‘cents’’, while ordinarily they are }2 m.m. apart, This

variety is in the 5th. stamp of the 1st. row,

(2) The Chigese character 22"’ is misformed. This variety is due-
to the fact that tie type for that Chinese character, being worn by overuse,
was later changed, which accouuts for the change of the form of the char-
acter. It is to be found in the 3rd: stamp of the 1st. row. I have a vertical
pair in which this variety is in the lower stamp, therefore each cowplete sheet
ought to have two of this variety, but, since I do not have a complete sheet,
it is not possible to locate the position of the second one of this variet_y.
(3) There is no period after the word “‘cents’. This variety is in the Ist,

stamp of the 5th. row.

Varieties of printing. 2 cents on 2 candarins. There is no period
after the word “‘cents’’. I have a complete sheet without this variety and
also a block of four with this wariety, From this we know that this is a
variety of printing and not a variety of setting.

5 cents on 5 candarins, The end of the curve of the figure 5" is
missing. |
10 cents on 9 candarins; a pair one of which is not overprinted,

In addition, iu the 30 cents on 24 caudarins, there is a variety with no

period after the word “cents”. Since 1 do not have a complete sheet to
examine, 1 cannot tell whether this is a variety in setting or a variety of

printing.
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The Japan pr1nt overpnnted with Type B,

The colours of the ]apan print overprinted with Type B is not as
complete as those overprinted with Type A. As the number of this
overprinted stamps produced is a great deal smaller; there might be only
one colour for each denowination, which we can list as follows:

‘% cent on 3 cardarins, orange-yellow;

"1 cent on 1 candarin, vermilion;

2 cents on 2 candarins, green;

4 cents on 4 candarins, rose pink;

5 cents on 5 candarinus, dull orange;

8 cents on 6 candarins, brown;

10 cents on 9 candarins, dull green;

10 cents on 12 candarius, deep brown yellow;
30 cents on 24 candarins, rose carmine.

It is not easy to get a complete set of the Japan print overprinted with
'I‘ype B, but the easier ones to get aré the 2, 4, 5 aud 24 candarin stamps.
The 2,1, 6 and 9 candarin stamps are all rare, while the unused 12
candarin stamp is the rarest one of this set, There are many foreigners
in China who have been collecting Chinese stamps for 20 years or more
and who say that they have not eveu seen one copy of this stamp.

The two varieties of the 24 candarin stamp existed in the Shanghai
print are also found in the Japan print.. I have not seen the other varieties,
for, since the regular stamps are so hard to get hold of, those with the
varieties are, naturally, even harder to find.

(To be Continued)
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INTEREST.
(2)
By W. L Chow

1. A postmark of October 10th, of the 10th year of the Republic
of China, used ou the stamps to commemorate the 25th year of the
establishment of the Chinese postal service, has five figure ‘‘ 10s’’. These
stand for the 10th year of the Republic the 10th month, the 10th day, the
10th o'clock and the 10th postal sub-station. October 10th is the anniversary
of the Revolution in 1911 and is called the ‘' Double Ten ” TFestival.
October 10th of the 10th year of the Republic happens to have three “‘10s”’
so it could be called the ‘‘ Triple Ten »’ Festival, a coiuncident in numbers

that is hard to get. For this reason, collectors had many stamps post-
marked on that day as souvenirs.

2. On the postmark of the constitution Commtemorative stamnps, 1. e.-
those in the 12th year of thie Republic, it is possible to get four, ™ 12s ™.
These ‘‘12s’’ stand for the 12th year of the Republic, the 12th month, the
12th day and 12 o'clock. This is the highest number in which there can
be such a coincidence, since ‘12" is the highest numerical possible both in
the counting of the months and of the hours. Even if we use the method
of counting time up to 24 o'clock, the number of the month would stop at

12, so that it is not possible to get a number representing a higher one
than 12,

3. ‘This is the unissued specimen of the Peking-Moukden airmail
stamp. ‘There are three values iu the set, 15 cents, green, 30 cents, red and
45 cents, purple. See figure 3. The ouly ones that have been seen are the
15 and the 45 cents stamps. The design is that of an eagle flying, with a
letter in its talons, while below is a picture of the Temple of the Heaven in
Peking and the Lama Pagoda in Moukdes. The word *‘SPECIMEN '’ is
overprinted in both English and Chinese. Wheun this stamp was printed,
it was planued to make it the regular airmail stamp. The postal authorities,
however, thought that the airmail service should eventually include the
whole couuntry and not be limited to just Peking and Moukden, so the
design was changed to one showing an airplane over the Great Wall and
the first stamp was discarded. The printing was not very good and it looks
as though it were lithographed. Several yeats ago this stamp was not in
evidence, but recently, in the Peking market this stamp has been seemn.
Perhaps they had been stored away by somebody in Peking at the time of
the printing and just ncw are being sold.
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4. This is the proof of the stamp to commemorate the Revolution of
1911 which was printed at the same time as the stawp with the map of
China on it, referred to in Vol. 2, No. 1. This stamp, together with the Sun
Yat Sen and Yuan Shin K’ai stamps, were prepared for the postal authorities
to choose from. This one, with the specimen of the map of China stamp,
was discarded. The design is an airplane in the sky ;.at the top are the
characters, '* Chung Hwa Min Kuo Yiu Cheng *’,—"* The Chinese Repubiic
Postal Service *’,—while below, in French, are the words, ‘' Le Timbre de la
Revolution Chinoise ”’,—which means, ‘' The stamps of the Chinese
Revolution’’. It is very cleatly emwbossed, but was not perforated. How
many denominations there were 1o a set we do not know. The 50 cents,
brown, that Mr. Yuen bas is the only one seen.

5. This is an unauthorized overprint of the American Post office in
China, issued about 1912. At that time the American Postmaster in
Shanghai, seeing that all other foreign offices in China had stamps over-
printed ‘' China’’, otdered a lot overprinted in Manilla and, at the same
time, asked permission from the postal authorities in Washington to have
them overprinted. The Postmaster-General refused permission and ordered
the lot destroyed. By that timie these stamps had only been on sale for
about one month and all of the stamps so overprinted were destroyed, A
small number had been stocked by dealers and collectors, from which
number cowe those that we have at the present time. Those that were
overprinted, as far as I know, were the 1 cent to tlie 50 cents, 14 denomi-
nations in all, the red parce! post stamps, 9 denominations and the green
postage duestamps, 5 denominations, With the exception of the postage due
stamps, which were overprinted in black and red, the rest were overprinted
in black, Since these stamps were sold for the period of a mounth, there were,
of course, some that were used as though they were regularly authorized.
Siunce the American postal authorities did not authorize them, they have
not been listed in all catalogues. But, since they were used for a short.
time as though regularly authorized and since, thereby, they have sonre-
thing to do with the history of postage stamps, we can not overlook thewm,
so they are mentioned here, ' '

6, The country in the Far East that has used the greatest niimber of
special cauncellations is Japav, The country that has used tke least is
China. In Japan uot ounly do they have special cancellations for national
events, but the minor events of local distriets, such as the opening of a
railroad, the sacrifices in some temple all have their special cancellations,
In China, however, it has been otherwise. Since the opening of the Post
Office, we do not kuow how many events of national importance have
occurred. Only one eveot, however, i. e., the assuming of the presidency
by Hsu Shih Cliang on the ‘"Double Ten” Festival lias been comuemorated



No. 2 BULLETIN 15

by a special cancellation. With the exception of this one event being so
commemorated I have heard of no other, However, in connection with this
topic, there was oue small eveunt that had a commemorative caucellation.
Those that kuow of it are probably very few in number, but since the postal
authorities officially recognized it, it is of value in this article, although the
area of its use was very small, In May, 1912, a large Famine Relief
Exhibition was held in Chang Soo Ho's Gardens Shanghai. In these
gardens booths were erected and, for the convenience of those that attended
the Exhibition the postoffice installed a temporary sub-station. The post-
mark was of a speclal shape, there being two, of different design. One was
of double circles, having the words ‘* SHANGHAI, 27 MAY " in Euglish
and stalks of wheat between the circles and the otlier was in the form of a
scroll, with the wheat stalks across that and the words ‘ SHANGHAIL,

26 MAY » in Euglish “ 2 ¥ &k & ' in Chinese. The colour of the ink
was violet,

3 RENEW YOUR SUBSCRIPTION :

%

£

Since our Philatelic Bulletin was changed from bi-monthly into
guarterly both material and price are increased and therefore the former
subscribers who paid $2 for a year and the old members who have been
entitled to free copies, will expire up to Vol. II No. 2. Any farther

‘gubscriptions for the next 4 numbers will be $2.50 for non-members or $2
for members.

Revized Edition for the First Part of
“A Handbook of Chinese Postage Stamps”

. As many errors have been made in the first part of A Handbook
of Chinese Postage Stamps”, we have made a revised edition of same. This

revised edition i8 not for sale, but is sent gratis to these who bny the Vol.1 €
No. 1 of the Chinese Philatelic Buolletin. One who has bought the Yol. I £
No. 1 of the Bulletin and wishes to obtain this copy should tear off the first

leaf of the said number (ie. enntaining the Constitution of the Society)and &
gend same to the Chinese Philatelic Society, 141 Seymour Road, Shanghai, "2_
together with § cents for postage (8 cents abroad); then he will be pre- i

-

sented with one eopy.

_' WANTED. Chinese Express Delivery Stamps to oomfilete my
collection, entires or parts, unused and used or on covers.

- Approvals solicited. Quote prices in U, 8. Currency.

JAMES STARR,
1200 Atlantic Building, ]
Philadelphia, Penna, U.8.A.

Member S. P, S. No, 5062
?- and Colleetors Club, New York. -
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Chinese Philatelic News
Chan'gés to be mads in present issue of Chinese Stamps.

The 3 cent, 6 cent and 13 cent stamps are to be withdrawn, but, since
there are a great many of the 3 cent stamp in stock, we understand that
they are to be overprinted 1 cent.. The officially sealed stamps have been
changed to a larger size, 72 by 50 m. m., with a 12 perforation and with
gum. These seals will come in long strips, so that there will be perforations
on two edges while the other two edges will be straighit. The design is
slightly different to that of the old one.

POSTAL NOTIFICATION No. 699.
Aerial Service Between Moscow, Konigsberg,
Berlin, Amsterdam, Paris and London,

The public is hereby notified that an Aerial Service was functioned
between Moscow, and Konigsberg, Berlin,” Amsterdam, Paris and London
during the summer months {May 1st till end of October). Letters and
postcards, both ordinary and registered, may be sent by that route for all
European countries by making such correspondence ''Par Avion Via Moscow’
and by affixing ex/ra postage stamps as follows:—

(a) For letters: 20 cents per 20 grammes, or fraction thereof.
(b) For posteards: 18 cents.
The time taken by the aerial transport is as follows:—
l\Ioscow-—Koniglsbe_rg ce v «v ve .. 9 hours
-.l\Iosc.ow*Berlin R € | .hours.
Moscow—Amsterdam .. ., .. .. ..20 hours,
Moscow—Paris .. .. .. .. .. ..30 hours,
Mdscow——London ve +e = _ss esv  ..30 hours,

And a gain of 2 to 4 days is excepted over the ail-rail route via
Iettonia and Lithiauia for countries in Western Europe,

Post Office FE. TOLLEFSEN,

Shanghai, 11th April 1926. - Postal Commissioner,
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POSTAL NOTIFICATION No. 696.

The pub}ic is hereby informed that the colour of the d4-ceut postage
stamps has been changed from:grey_,.to BRONZE-GREEN. The new stamps

will not be put on sale until the present stamps of grey 4-cent stamps are
exhausted.

By order of the Co-Director General,
Post Office

V. W, STAPILETON.COT‘I‘ON,
Shanghai, 26th March. 1926.

(ag) Postal Commissioner (temp),

The existing number of the 3 cents on
4 cents inverted overprint

The 3 cents on 4 cents inverted overprint was found in Peking office.
There was naturally a complete sheet of these inverted overprints, but since
there are three sizes of sheets, one with 50 stamps, another with 100 stamps
and a third with 120 stamps; it is not possible to say in which size these
inverted overprints were prmted At the time a collector bought ten copies
only and the rest were used through the mails. Of these ten, four have
been cancelled to order, so that there are omly six copies uncancelled,

Accordiug to the Mr. L. S. Ruland, of Nanking, these ten copies are in the
possession of the following persons;—

Mr. E. G. Young, Peking, 1 copy mint; Rev, C. M Drury, Shanghai,
1 copy mint; Mr, R, Herbertz, Hankow, 1 copy mint; Mr. M. D. Chow,
Shaughai, 1 copy wwint, and 1 copy used; Mr. L. 8. Ruland, Nanking, 1
copy mint; a friend of Mr. Ruland’s in America, 1 copy mint, sold to him
by Mr. Ruland; Mr. Hale Thompson, Shanghai, 1 copy used; Scott Stamp
and Coin Co. sold to an American collector, 1 copy used; a certain dealer in
Peking, 1 copy used. The above was the situation in April of this year.
Whether the ownership has changed or not, we do not know.. However, we
do know that the copy owned by Mr., Drury passed through Mr. Ruland’s
hands and was sold to an American collector. Also, the copy belonging to
the Peking collector has passed through Mr, Ruland’s hands, The price of
the mint copies of this variety is a great deal higher than that of the used
copies, because there are but six copies unused, while the used copies, all
Laving been cancelled, will probably turn up, one by one later on.

New Error Discovered.

After the printing of Chinese stamps was taken over from Waterlow
& Son, London, by the Chiuese Bureau of Engraving and Printing, Peking,
no varieties or errors were discovered for a long time due to careful inspec-
tion. Not even an imperforation was seen. Everybody knows that during
the last ten vears there have been but two errors, {1) the 32.00 center
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inverted and (2) the 3 cents on 4 cents inverted. But now, a new error has
been seen, i. e, the 2 cents on 3 cents inverted surcharge, Champion Co.
has sold ten or so copies of this error. so those that have come back to China
and are known to us are as follows ;— Mr, E. Busch has two single copies
and Mr. M, D. Chow has one single copy and one block of four. When Mr.
Chow cabled the second time to Champion Co., their stock had all been sold
out., Mr, F, Z. Chun says that this error was found last year in China and
that a dealer, who had ten or so copies, asked Mr. T. Siddall, by letter, if he
wanted to buy them, but that Mr. Siddall, fearing that they were forgeries,
did not dare to buy them, How they reached France, we do mnot know.

This iz but the third error since 1915. It is not Jess rare than the 3 cents
ol 4 cents inverted.

Errata for Vol. II No. 1

1 Page Line Word Error | Corrected
Y 1 - 4 half - quarter
15 12 5-7 and emerald green omit
i 16 3 14 Japan Shanghai

Important Errata for Vol. I No. 2

The author of ‘‘A handbook of Chinese Potstage stamps’’ has missused
half millimeter for one millimeter when he was studying the settings of the
Chinese first issue. ‘The resnlt is that all the distances between marks
became double instead of the actnal distance®, and consequently there were
some errors made in the second part of this handbook. Readers shall
correct them according to the following Errata list:

=

Page Line Word | Error Correeted
10 5 17 | left '  right
13 28 1 13 mm.- 1 mm.
i3 28 18 1 mm. ' 3 mm.
13 31 3 1 mm. 34 mm.
17 9 4 3% mm. . 12 mm.
17 10 1 7 mm. 3% mm.
17 _ 28 7 2 mm. -1 mm.
17 29 3 9 mm. 4% mm.
17 31 7 4 mm. 1§ mm.
17 32 G 71 mm. 2% mm.
17 37 7 2% mm. : ¥ mm,
17 38 A 8 mm. 4 mim.
18 1 J T 4 mm. 2 mm.
18 2 3 8 mm. : 4 mm.
18 4 3. 78 mm, : 3% mm,
18 7 7 2 mmo. 1 mm.
18 8 3 8 mm. . 4 mm,




IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR BACK NUMBER

Owing to the great demand, the remaining copies of Vol.I No. 1 of thid
Bulletin are becoming exhausted, so the price has to be increased to
Mex. $1.00 per copy in China and 2/3 in London, as they will be out of print.

SUBSCRIPTION: For one year including postage. China, Mex. $2.50;
Foreign countries, 6/—.

 PRICE FOR SINGLE COPIES; China, Mex. $0.65; Foreign countries, 1/6,
pestage extra.

Terms Cash; for small sums, Chinese current postage stamps are accepted at
10% discount. ' '

RETAIL AGENTS:

The Commercial Press Ltd., No. C453 Honan Road, Shanghai.
Harris Publications Ltd., 46 Victoria Street, London, S.W.I,

ADVERTISEMENT RATES: (nctt).

1 ins. 1 ins.
-1 page Mex. $8.0¢ Mex. $25.00
t page 5.00 16.00
{1 page 3,00 10.00

Small advertisements for exchange, buying and selling, at the rate of 3¢, per
word or character minimum 50c. per insertion. All advertisements can be
inserted either in Chinese or English or both languages, Translation from
one to the other free. Cash must accompany order resp. Copy.

All communications to be addressed to
M. D. Chow, 141 Seymour Road, Shanghai, China.
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