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INTRODUCTION
Jackson County in southwestern Oregon occupies 4,525 km^. The

county is situated between 42°00' and 43°00' north latitude, and

between 122°17' and 123°14' west longitude. About 113 km from

the Pacific Ocean, the county is bounded by California to the south

and by the Oregon counties of Josephine, Douglas, and Klamath

to the west, north, and east, respectively (Fig. 1). About 95,000

people live in Jackson County, most of them concentrated in the

cities of Medford and Ashland in Bear Creek Valley. The remaining

population is chiefly scattered throughout the Lower Rogue River

and Bear Creek valleys. Agriculture (orchards, especially pears, and

mixed farmland) dependent on summer irrigation, light industry

(primarily lumber), and residential areas occupj^ most of the land area

below 610 m elevation in the Lower Rogue and Bear Creek valleys.

About 70 percent of the county above 610 m is coniferous forest.

The distribution and occurrence of the Jackson County avifauna

are of interest because the county is a small geographic area with

numerous plant communities. In the Rogue River Valley, a large

variety of breeding species similar to the avifauna of areas of Cali-

fornia . several hundred kilometers to the south was reported by

Gabrielson (1931). Since then six papers (Stevenson and Fitch 1933;

Richardson 1961; Richardson and Sturges 1964; and Browning

1966a; 1966b; 1972) have dealt with certain birds of specific areas of

the county. Thomas McCamant compiled 10 years of field notes into,

an unpublished checklist with specific data on his more significant

observations from 1947-57. The University of Oregon Press printed

a checkhst, "Birds of Southern Oregon," compiled at Southern Oregon

College by Franklin W. Sturges.

I began field investigations in Jackson County in 1957. Since then

I have visited most of the county and have conducted field observa-

tions or collected in all areas listed in the gazetteer. From 1965 to

1967 I attempted especially to explore previously uninvestigated

regions of Jackson County. The Union Creek area (1965) and the

southeastern corner of the county (1966, 1967) were surveyed for

breeding species.

This report is based on information from the literature, specimens,

photographs, unpublished notes of countless individuals, and my own

investigations of Jackson County. Specimens cited in this report are

in the Carl Richardson Bird and Mammal Collection at Southern

Oregon College, Ashland, Oreg.
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TOPOGRAPHY
Jackson County occupies an inland trapezoidal area of approxi-

mately 77.2 km east and west, 77.2 km north and south on the western

boundary, and 108 km north and south on the eastern boundary.

Dicken's (1959:12) landform regions of Oregon divide the county into

two major mountain systems, the Cascade and Siskiyou mountains,

and one primary drainage system, the Rogue River and its tributaries.

The Siskiyou Mountains, a part of the Klamath Mountain system,

form a dissected plateau more rugged than the Coastal Range of

Oregon. This range, running from east to west in the southern end of

the county, rises to elevations of over 1,524 m (Atwood, 1940:468).

Mount Ashland, elevation 2,296 m, is the highest peak in the Siskiyou

Mountains.

Fig. 1. Jackson County, Oregon, showing the localities listed in the Gazeteer.

Numerical order of the localities are from north to south and west to east.

1. Union Creek (town) 26.

2. Prospect 27.

3. Rogue River (stream) 28.

4. Trail 29.

5. Big Butte Creek 30.

6. Shady Cove 31.

7. Sam's Valley 32.

8. Upper Table Rock 33.

9. Eagle Point 34.

10. Willow Creek Reservoir 35.

11. Rogue River (town) 36.

12. Gold Ray Dam 37.

13. Lower Table Rock 38.

14. Old Military Bridge 39.

15. Mount McLoughlin 40.

16. Goldhill 41.

17. Agate Desert 42.

18. Little Butte Creek 43.

19. Hoover's Lakes 44.

20. Game Ponds 45.

21. White City 46.

22. Agate Reservoir 47.

23. Gardner Reservoir 48.

24. Fish Lake 49.

25. Medford Municipal Airport

Central Point

Roxy Ann Peak
Johns Peak
Oregon Switzerland

Medford
Larson Creek

Jacksonville

Voorhies Crossing

Mount Baldy

Tombstone
Phoenix

Ruch
Coleman Creek

Talent

Howard Prairie Reservoir

Anderson Creek

Bear Creek

Pompadour Bluff

Ashland

Hyatt Reservoir

Applegate River

Emigrant Reservoir

Wagner Butte

Mount Ashland

(A= Chaparral-Oak

Forest.)

Community, B= True Fir Forest, C= Mixed Conifer
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Joining the Siskiyous in southeastern Jackson County, the Cascade
Mountains run from north to south east of Bear Creek Valley and part

of the Rogue River Valley. Near Union Creek the Cascades are differ-

entiated geologically into the Old and High Cascades. The Old Cas-

cades are in the western part of the system and are typically less

rugged and of lower elevation than the High Cascades. Mount
McLoughlin (elevation, 2,975 m) is the highest point in the more
rugged High Cascades in eastern Jackson County.

The Rogue River Valley, a trough-like basin, constitutes the

major flat lowland portion of the county. To differentiate the upper

and lower sections of the Rogue River Valley, I use the term Lower
Rogue River Valley to refer to that part of the valley downstream
from Shady Cove (426 m) to the boundary of Josephine and Jackson

counties (about 305 m) . The Lower Valley extends north into Sam's

Valley near Upper and Lower Table Rocks. The narrow Upper
Rogue River Valley extends from Shady Cove to above Union Creek.

The remaining lowland area of the county is the Bear Creek Valley.

Bear Creek and its tributaries form the main drainage of the eastern

Siskiyous where that range joins the Cascades. This valley begins

near Ashland (elevation, 610 m) and terminates at the Rogue River

near Gold Ray Dam (366 m).

The Rogue River and Bear Creek are fed primarily by winter

rains and melting snow in the higher elevations during summer.
Bear Creek becomes almost intermittent during dry summer months,

and many of the tributaries of the Lower Rogue River become low

and sluggish. Most of the mountain tributaries above Shady Cove
as well as the Rogue River are spring fed, and water levels are fairly

stable. The Applegate River, a major tributary of the Rogue River

with its headwaters in the Siskiyou Mountains, terminates near

Grants Pass in Josephine County.

Numerous bodies of water, mostly irrigation reservoirs, are near

the Cascade Mountain Crest. Among those of particular ornitholog-

ical interest are Fish Lake and Howard and Hyatt Prairie reser-

voirs. At the head of Bear Creek Valley is Emigrant Reservoir.

Where Bear Creek intersects with the Rogue River there are back-

waters formed by Gold Ray Dam. Small lowland bodies of water

north of Medford include a series of ponds known as Hoover's Lakes,

another nearby series of ponds in the Ken Denman Game Manage-

ment area of the Oregon State Game Commission here referred to

as the Game Ponds, and Agate Reservoir northeast of Medford.



CLIMATE AND VEGETATION
Temperatures in the county are usually mild. Summer is char-

acterized by warm days and cool nights. Rainfall is primarily a

winter phenomenon; during the drier summer months it is usually a

product of local electrical storms. Summer days are usually cloudless

and humidity is very low; less than 10% is not uncommon in the

valleys and mountains. Most winter days are heavily overcast and fog

is common in the Lower Rogue River Valley during most of December.
Climatic data are presented in Table 1. Data from Crater Lake

National Park in Klamath County are included as representative of

the southern Cascade Mountains in Oregon.

Precipitation in Jackson County varies in form and amount. The
driest months at Medford are July, August, and September. Most of

the rainfall (28 cm) at Medford occurs from November to February;

December, the wettest month, has an average of 8.9 cm (Rudd 1962).

The distribution of precipitation in the mountains of Jackson County
is similar to that in Medford but is mostly in the form of snow.

The vegetation of Jackson County is best described in terms of

forest coverage. Earlier concepts of vegetation distribution (see Bailey

1936) in the county recognized five life zones—Upper Sonoran, Transi-

tion, Canadian, Hudsonian, and Arctic-Alpine. Peck (1941) described

nine vegetation areas for Oregon using a system that more closely

approaches the plant community concept and allows a more ecological

interpretation of a geographic area. A classification of plant com-
munities adapted from Munz and Keck (1959) is used here to describe

the vegetation of Jackson County (Fig. 1). The system adapted is

Table 1. Climatic data from re-presentative weather stations in Jackson County, Oreg.

station Aver-
age

annual

Temperature (F)

Aver-

Janu-
ary

Aver-
age
mini-
mum
Janu-
ary

Aver-
age
July

Aver-
age

maxi-
mum
July

Precipitation
(inches)

Aver-
age

annual

Aver-
Frost
free

days

Medford 54 37 30 72 89 20 7 161

Prospect 50 35 26 66 88 42 64

Siskiyou Station 48 34 26 65 76 33

Crater Lake 1 39 25 18 54 6'6 70 589 71

1 Conditions for southern Cascades in Jackson County less extreme.

Source: U.S. Weather Bureau 1965, Rudd 1962, Farner 1952.

569-322 O - 75 - 2
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similar to that presented by Franklin and Dyrness (1973). Some of the

departures between the system used here and that of Franklin and
Dyrness (1973) are mentioned in the following discussion of plant

communities of Jackson County.

Four plant communities occur in Jackson County. Scientific names
of the vegetation are from Randall (1964).

Chaparral-Oak Community.—The Chaparral-Oak area of the

Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys is considered a probable

postglacial relict (Detling 1961) related to the California chaparral

formation south of the Siskij^ou Mountain barrier. In Jackson County
this area from the valley floor to about 762 m is more arid and has

hotter day-time temperatures than the surrounding areas. Land not

under cultivation or uninhabited is dominated by island groves of

Quercus garryana and Q. kelloggii, with an understory of Ceanothus

cuneatus and Arctostaphylos viscida. Ceanothus cuneatus and Arcto-

staphylos viscida may be found throughout the valley and foothills

growing in dense brushfields or mixed with Quercus groves. Much of

the area is characterized by large open fields of dwarf grasses and short-

lived annuals that usually die by mid-June because of lack of precipi-

tation. Such fields frequently stand under 2.5 cm or more of water

during mnter.

The eastern Bear Creek foothills are characterized by larger and

more abundant Quercus groves, scattered trees of Pinus ponderosa, and

an understory of Rhus diversiloba (Fig. 2). Most of the southern and

western slopes of Roxy Ann Peak and Baldy are dominated by nearly

impenetrable Rhus diversiloba, often over 3 m high, interrupted only

Fig. 2. Foothills east of Medford. Quercus groves and Pinus ponderosa are the

predominate trees. Ceonothus and Arctostaphylos spp. occupy most of the

foreground. Elevation, about 610 m.
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by small Quercus groves and on Baldy by large open areas (balds),

which include about 75% of the southern and western slopes above

762 m (Fig. 3).

The western valley foothills are cooler and less arid than those in

the eastern part of the valley. Dominant vegetation includes Quercus

garryana, Q. kelloggii, Arbutus menziesii, Ceonothus spp., Rhus diver-

siloba, and occasionally small Pseudotsuga menziesii. Arctostaphylos

viscida, sometimes in very dense growth, may be associated with

Arbutus menziesii in the western foothills as an understory. Arcto-

staphylos is a common dominant plant on the arid southern slope of

the Siskiyou Mountains up to 1,219 m and along the base of Roxy

Ann Peak.

Characteristic plants in southeastern Jackson County are similar

to those in the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys. Primary

differences are the greater abundance of Pinus ponderosa and Pseudo-

tsuga menziesii. The avifauna of this region is more characteristic of

the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys.

Riparian growth, included here with the geographic area encom-

passed by the Chaparral-Oak Community, occurs along the Rogue

and Applegate rivers, Bear Creek, and some of their tributaries.

Characteristic vegetation includes Salix spp., Populus trichocarpa,

Fraxinus latij^olia, and Rubus spp. understory.

The remaining portion of Jackson County is mountainous and

dominated by coniferous forest. This upland part of the county is

in the Oregonian Province (Dice 1943:31), which includes the Cascade

Mountains of northern Jackson County west and north of Union Creek

Fig. 3. Quercus groves and diversified farmland east of Medford. Ceonothus spp.,

Rhus diversiloba, and oak groves on thewest slope of Mount Baldy are interrupted

with open areas of short grasses and annuals.
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and most of the southern part of the county occupied by the Siskiyou

Mountains.

Three plant communities occupy the remainder of the county

:

Mixed Conifer Forest.—Abies, Pinus, and Pseudotsuga are domi-

nant trees in the Mixed Conifer Forest occupying an elevational range

of 762 to 1,372 m. Pseudotsuga menziesii occurs in most locations

(Fig. 4). Most of the area has been heavily logged. Pinus ponderosa,

Pseudotsuga menziesii, Libocedrus decurrens, Pinus jeffreyi (Siskiyou

Mountains), Thuja plicata, Arbutus menziesii, Quercus garryana, Q.

kelloggii are dominant species. Quercus spp. occurs with Pinus pon-

derosa in the lower elevations and most commonly in the extreme

southeastern region of the county. Mixed forest of Pinus spp.,

Pseudotsuga menziesii, Tsuga heterophylla, Abies grandis, A. nobilis,

and A. concolor are dominant from about 1,219 to 1,372 m (Fig. 5).

Pinus ponderosa and P. lambertiana (mostly secondary growth)

associated with Pseudotsuga menziesii are dominant along the Upper

Rogue River between Shady Cove to Prospect and east of Union

Creek. Pinus lambertiana and Pseudotsuga menziesii are dominant

from Prospect to Union Creek.

Fig. 4. Pseudotsuga menziesii on the western slope of the Cascade Mountains in

Mixed Conifer Forest.
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Fig. 5. Mixed Conifer Forest north of Union Creek at 1,219 m.

Franklin and Dyrness (1973) differentiated this community into

two zones. The western Siskiyou Mountains are considered to be in

the Mixed-Evergreen (Pseudotsuga-SclerophyW) Zone. The most

dominant tree species are Pseudotsuga menziesii and Lithocarpus

densiflorus. The west slope of the Cascades and the eastern Siskiyou

Mountains are considered in their Mixed-Conifer (Pinus-Pseudotsuga-

Lihocedrus-Abies) Zone, which includes as dominant trees Pseudotsuga
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menziesii, Pinus lambertiana, P. ponderosa, Libocedrus decurrens, and

Abies concolor. Ornithological investigations in these areas, especially

the Siskiyou Mountains, are insufficient to compare the ecological

aspects between these two plant communities.

True Fir Forest.—True firs occupy a narrow band of the Cascade

Mountains above 1,372 m to about timberline (Fig. 6). Dominant
species are Abies magnijica shastensis, A. concolor, and A. procera.

Associated species are Tsuga mertensiana, Pinus contorta, Sorbus occi-

dentalis, and Viburnum pauciflorum. Abies magnijica shastensis is a

dominant species in the Siskiyou Mountains (Fig. 7) from about 1,798

to 2,012 m (Waring 1969).

Timberline Forest.—The highest elevations of Jackson County
are typically forested by small subalpine forests; two Cascade

Mountain peaks (Mount McLoughlin and Brown Mountain) are

above timberline (Fig. 6). Pinus albicaulis, Tsuga mertensiana, Abies

lasiocarpa, Cassiope spp., and Phyllococe spp. are the dominant plants

above about 1,829 m. Juniperus communis, Pinus monticola, Cassiope

spp., and Phyllodoce spp. are dominant plants in the higher Siskiyou

Mountains. The Timberline Forest includes the Tsuga mertensiana

Zone and the Alpine Zone of Franklin and Dyrness (1973).

Fig. 6. True Fir Forest near Lake of the Woods (Klamath County) at 1,524 m.

The summit of Mount McLoughlin is in the background.
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Fig. 7. Plants on the south side of Mount Ashland include Abies magnifica shas-

tensis, A. procera, Chamaecyparis nootkatensis, and species of Ceonothus and
Arctostaphylos.





GAZETTEER
Geographical localities to which references are made in the species

accounts are listed below. Names are followed by distances from a

certain reference point, usually Medford or Ashland. Most of the

localities are located on 15-minute quadrangles (scale 1:62500)

published by the U.S. Geological Survey. Quadrangles with publica-

tion dates covering Jackson County are: Tiller (1944), Abbott Butte

(1944), Prospect (1956), Wimer (1954), Trail (1945), Butte Falls

(1954), Kustler Peak (1955), Goldhill (1954), Medford (1954), Lake
Creek (1954), Mount McLoughlin (1955), Kuch (1954), Talent (1954),

Ashland (1954), and Hyatt Reservoir (1955). Spelling, nomenclature,

and measurements conform to those appearing on the maps. Measure-

ments in parentheses are from the metric scale. Numbers in brackets

identify localities shown in Fig. 1,

Agate Desert. Open shrub area 4 miles (6.4 km) north of Medford
and west of White City [17].

Agate Reservoir. A reservoir 8 miles (12.9 km) northeast of Medford;

elevation, 1,500 feet (457 m) [22].

Anderson Creek. A tributary of Bear Creek beginning 7 miles (1 1 .3 km)
south-southwest of Phoenix at 4,189 feet (1,276.8 m) elevation [41].

Applegate River. Locality in species accounts refers to an area near

Ruch [46].

Ashland. The southernmost city of Jackson County; elevation,

1,951 feet (594.6 m) [44].

Baldy or Mount Baldy. A rounded mountain 3 miles (4.8 km) north-

east of Phoenix in the western Cascade Mountains; elevation,

3,844 feet (1,171.6 m) [34].

Bear Creek. Primary drainage of Bear Creek Valley (from near

Ashland to the backwaters of Gold Ray Dam) [42].

Big Butte Creek. A major tributary of the Rogue River beginning in

the Cascade Mountains at about 3,000 feet (914.4m) elevation and

flowing into the Rogue River near 1,500 feet, 5 miles (8 km) east

of Trail [5].

Central Point. A town 1 mile (1.6 km) northwest of Medford; ele-

vation, 1,272 feet (387.7 m) [26].

Coleman Creek. A tributary of Bear Creek beginning 6 miles (9.6 km)
north of Phoenix at about 5,185 feet (1,580.4 m) elevation near

the foot of Anderson Butte, Siskiyou Mountains [38].

13
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Eagle Point. A town north-northeast of Medford on Little Butte

Creek; elevation, 1,365 feet (416 m) [9].

Fish Lake. A reservoir in the Cascade Mountains in extreme east-

central Jackson County; elevation, 4,642 feet (1,414.9 m) [24].

Game Ponds. Area of diked ponds and marsh edge about 4 miles

(6.4 km) north of Medford and 1 mile (1.6 km) south-southwest of

White City; elevation, about 1,280 feet (390.1 m) [20]. This is

the Ken Denman Game Management Area administered by the

Oregon State Game Commission.

Gardner Reservoir. A reservoir in the Cascade Mountains near the

headwaters of Yankee Creek about 10 miles (16.1 km) east of

Medford; elevation, 2,760 feet (84.2 m) [23].

Goldhill. A town on the Rogue River about 8 miles (12.9 km) north-

northwest of Medford; elevation, 1,085 feet (330.7 m) [16].

Gold Ray Dam. Power dam on the Rogue River about 6 miles (9.7 km)
north-northwest of Medford; elevation, 1,168 feet (356 m) [12].

Hoover's Lakes. A series of five small reservoirs about 5 miles (8 km)
northeast of Medford and 2 miles (3.2 km) southeast of White

City; elevation, 1,326 feet (404.1 m) [19].

Howard Prairie Reservoir. Largest reservoir of Jackson County with

an area of about 6 square miles (9.7 square km), in the Cascade

Mountains about 14 miles (22.5 km) east of Ashland; elevation,

4,530 feet (1,380.7 m) [40].

Hyatt (Prairie) Reservoir. Cascade Mountain reservoir 11 miles east

of Ashland; elevation, 5,016 feet (1,528.8 m) [45].

Jacksonville. A town 2 miles (3.2 km) west of Medford; elevation,

1,568 feet (477.9 m) [32].

Johns Peak. Three miles (4.8 km) northwest of Medford in the

Klamath-Siskiyou Mountains; elevation, 2,807 feet (855.5 m) [28].

Kelly Slough. Backwater on the Rogue River formed by Gold Ray
Dam.

Ken Denman Game Management Area. See Game Ponds.

Larson Creek. A tributary of Bear Creek beginning about Yi mile

(0.8 km) north of Baldy at 3,400 feet (1,036.3 m) elevation. Records

in the species accounts refer to the area along the Creek 3 miles

(4.8 km) east of Medford at an elevation of about 1,800 feet

(548.6 m) [31].

Little Butte Creek. A major tributary of the Rogue River beginning

over 30 miles (48.3 km) east of its junction; elevation at its head-

waters about 4,600 feet (1,402 m) [18].

Lower Rogue River Valley. Rogue River Valley downstream from

Shady Cove to Jackson-Josephine County boundary.
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Lower Table Rock. A mesa (about 101 hectares) adjacent to the

Rogue River occupying Sam's Valley; elevation, 3,008 feet (916.8 m)
[13].

Medford. Largest city in Jackson County located in the south-central

portion of the county in Bear Creek Valley; elevation, 1,382 feet

(421.2 m) [30].

Medford Municipal Airport. One and one-half miles (2.4 km) north

of Medford; elevation, 1,318 feet (401.7 m) [25].

Mount Ashland. Highest point in the Siskiyou Mountains about 6

miles (9.7 km) south of Ashland; elevation, 7,533 feet (2,296 m)

[49].

Mount McLoughlin. Highest point in the county located in the High
Cascades in the extreme east-central part of the county; elevation,

9,495 feet (2,894.1 m) [15].

Old Military Bridge. Remains of a bridge once crossing the Rogue
River at the mouth of Little Butte Creek; elevation about 1,200

feet (365.7 m) [14].

Oregon Switzerland. Forested area in the Cascade Mountains 3 miles

(4.8 km) east of Medford and about 1 mile (1.6 km) southeast of

Roxy Ann Peak; elevation about 2,600 feet (792.4 m) [29].

Phoenix. A town 3 miles (4.8 km) southeast of Medford in Bear Creek

Valley; elevation, 1,543 feet (470.3 m) [36].

Pompadour Bluff. A rock scarp 2 miles (3.2 km) east of Phoenix in the

Cascade foothills; elevation, 2,004 feet (610.8 m) [43].

Prospect. A town near the Rogue River in the Cascade Mountains;

elevation, 2,598 feet (791.8 m) [2].

Rogue River. The major drainage of Jackson County, beginning in the

extreme northern part of the county (its headwaters are at the

northern boundary of Crater Lake National Park in Klamath
County) and flowing southwest to about the west-central portion

of the county. Its upstream elevation is about 3,400 feet (1,036.3 m)

;

its downstream terminus, at the Jackson-Josephine County line, is

about 1,000 feet (304.8 m) elevation [3].

Rogue River. A town 12 miles (19.3 m) northwest of Medford on the

Rogue River, in the west-central part of the county; elevation,

1,001 feet (305.1 m) [11].

Roxy Ann Peak. A 3,571-foot (1,088.4 m) knob of the Cascade foot-

hills 2 miles (3.2 km) northeast of Medford [27].

Ruch. A town near the Applegate River about 7 miles (11.3 km)
southwest of Medford; elevation, 1,527 feet (465.4 m) [37].

Sam's Valley. A lowland area north of the Rogue River near Gold

Ray Dam, divided by Lower and Upper Table Rocks; considered

part of the Lower Rogue River Valley. Elevations range between

about 1,200 (365.7) to 1,300 feet (396.2 m) [7].
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Shady Cove. A town on the Rogue River about 17 miles (27.4 km)
north of Medford; elevation, 1,399 feet (426.4 m) [6].

Talent. A town 5 miles (8 km) south of Medford in Bear Creek

Valley; elevation, 1,635 feet (498.3 m) [39].

Tombstone. Rocks 1 mile (1.6 km) south of Baldy and abour 5 miles

(8 km) north-north-west of Ashland; elevation, 3,227 feet (983.6 m)

[35].

Trail. A to^vn on the Rogue River 20 miles (32.2 km) north of Medford;

elevation, 1,433 feet (436.7 m) [4].

Union Creek. A town in the Cascade Mountains near the Rogue
River in northern Jackson County; elevation, 3,332 feet (1,015.6

m) [1].

Upper Rogue River Valley. Rogue River Valley upstream from

Shady Cove to near Union Creek.

Upper Table Rock. A mesa adjacent to the Rogue River occupying

Sam's Valley, with an area of about 500 acres (202.3 hectares)

;

elevation, 2,068 feet (630.3 m) [8].

Voorhies Crossing. An area of Bear Creek named for its proximity

to the railroad crossing at Voorhies, located about Iji miles (2.4 km)
south of Medford; elevation, 1,440 feet (438.9 m) [33].

Wagner Butte. A peak in the northern part of the Siskiyou Mountains

4 miles (6.4 km) southwest of Ashland; elevation, 7,140 feet (2,176.2

m) [48].

White City. A town 7 miles (11.3 km) north of Medford; elevation,

1,327 feet (404.4 m) [21].

Willow Creek Reservoir. A reservoir in the Cascade Mountains in

east-central Jackson County; elevation, 3,014 feet (918.6 m) [10].



AVIAN COMMUNITIES
Of the 259 species of birds that have been recorded in Jackson

County, 136 are represented by specimens and 14 species are docu-

mented by photographic records. There are 109 species included on

the basis of reliable sight records. Four species formerly occurring in

the county have been extirpated. Thus, I recognize a total of 255

species as definitely occurring in Jackson County.

Of this total 133 definitely breed in the county, 15 probably breed,

and 13 species possibl}^ breed. (See Plan of the Species Accounts for

definitions of probably and possibly.) Thirty species are winter resi-

dents or regular winter visitors and 52 species are predominantly

transient. Another 12 are considered accidentals or stragglers, mostly

from east of the Cascade Mountains or from California. Three of the

four extirpated species, Chukar,^ Grey Partridge, and Bobwhite,

were introduced and were unsuccessful in the county. The fourth

species, Nuttall's Woodpecker, probably once bred in the Siskiyou

Mountains of Jackson County.

Ten species have recently extended their breeding range into Jackson

County or have increased in abundance as breeding species or as

regular summer visitors.

Green Heron Long-billed Marsh Wren
Anna's Hummingbird Blue-gra}^ Gnatcatcher

Allen's Hummingbird Tricolored Blackbird

Black Phoebe Yellow-headed Blackbird

Bank Swallow Black-throated Sparrow

All of the 10 species definitely breed except the wren and blackbird

that probably breed, and the two hummingbirds and the sparrow

that are considered summer visitors.

Most of the Jackson County avifauna is similar to that of the

Cascade Mountains and western valleys of Oregon. There are several

subspecies restricted in Oregon to the geographic area covered in this

paper (see Gabrielson and Jewett 1940). Lack of data at the sub-

specific level, however, precludes discussion of subspecies in this

paper.

1 See Species Accounts for scientific names.
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There are six jull species in Oregon that are primarily restricted

to Jackson County although they occur in certain parts of California,

Nevada, and other States to the south and east. The Tricolored

Blackbird breeds in eastern Oregon. The following species are known
to breed in the Lower Rogue River Valley

:

Acorn Woodpecker Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Black Phoebe Tricolored Blackbird

Plain Titmouse Brown Towhee

The Acorn Woodpecker, Plain Titmouse, and Brown Towhee were

apparently well established as breeding species by the time Gabrielson

and Jewett (1940) completed their field work in southern Oregon.

The remaining three species have become breeding birds in the

study area only recently.

Gabrielson and Jewett (1940:605) placed the Black Phoebe on their

hypothetical list on the basis of two early records from the Umpqua
Valley and from Salem. Breeding was confirmed in Jackson County
in 1953 (Richardson and Sturges 1964). Grinnell and Miller (1944:253)

do not list Siskiyou County, California, immediately to the south of

Jackson County, as a breeding locality, although they cite breeding

records from counties to the south and west of Siskiyou County as

extreme northern breeding locations. It seems probable that the Black

Phoebe first entered Jackson County via the Applegate River or

Siskiyou Pass southeast of Ashland, both of which offer relatively

low access over the Siskiyou Mountains.

Breeding was attempted by a pair of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers on

Roxy Ann in 1963, and young were successfully fledged the following

year (Richardson and Sturges 1964). At least one pair of this species

has bred on Roxy Ann annually since then; six pairs and one nest

were found in 1971. This species was reported breeding in Siskiyou

County, California (at Hornbrook and Yreka), as early as 1870

(Grinnell and Miller 1944:368).

Tricolored Blackbirds have been known to breed in Klamath

County, Oregon, since 1933 (Gabrielson and Jewett 1940). The species

was first observed in Jackson County during the summer of 1956 and

breeding was verified in 1960 (Richardson 1961).

Within Jackson County, certain breeding species are restricted to

major plant communities.
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Species restricted to the Chaparral-Oak Community, Lower Rogue
Valley are the following:

California Quail Long-billed Marsh Wren
Ring-necked Pheasant *Rock Wren
Virginia Rail Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

Sora Yellow-breasted Chat
Poor-will Yellow-headed Blackbird

*Acorn Woodpecker Tricolored Blackbird

Western Kingbird ^Northern Oriole

Black Phoebe *Lazuli Bunting

*Plain Titmouse Lesser Goldfinch

Wren-tit Brown Towhee
Black-chinned Sparrow Lark Sparrow

The Sora and Black-chinned Sparrow possibly breed in the county,

and the Long-billed Marsh Wren probably breeds there. All other

' pecies have been confirmed to breed in the county.

Five of the above species (des'gnated *) also breed in the Chaparral-

Oak Community of extreme southeastern Jackson County. This part

of the county differs from the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek

valleys in climate, elevation, and somewhat by dominant vegetation.

Average elevations are 610 m for the valley area and 914 m for the

southeastern part of the county. Climatic conditions are not specifi-

cally known for the southeastern part of the county, but mean tem-

perature is undoubtedly lower than in Medford and precipitation is

probably greater with more snow. Dominant plants in the southeast

include Quercus spp., Pinus ponderosa, and Ceonothus spp.

Species restricted to Mixed Conifer Forest {Pinus dominated) are

:

White-headed Woodpecker, Pygmy Nuthatch, and Green-tailed

Towhee.

Species restricted to Mixed Conifer Forest (non-Pinus) are : Pygmy
Owl, Vaux's Swift, Winter Wren, and MacGillivray's Warbler.

Species restricted to True Fir Forest are: Williamson's Sapsucker,

Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker, Olive-sided Flycatcher, Gray

Jay, Hermit Warbler, and Cassin's Finch.

Species restricted to Timberline Forest are: Northern Three-toed

Woodpecker and Clark's Nutcracker.

All avian species found in the Siskiyou Mountains are found in the

Cascade Mountains. There are, however, seven species found in the

Cascade Mountains that are not found in the Siskiyou Mountains.

Gabrielson (1931:110) also mentioned similar differences. The differ-

ences in the avifauna between the Siskiyou and Cascade mountains are

not readily apparent. Waring (1969) considers the Siskiyou Mountains

to be poorly represented by mesophytes and Franklin and Dyrness
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(1973) consider the dominant vegetation of the eastern Siskiyou and

Cascade mountains to differ from that of the western Siskiyou Moun-
tains. Information on the avifauna of the Siskiyou Mountains is not

sufficient to compare species composition between the eastern and

western Siskiyou Mountains. Further study in all disciplines of verte-

brate zoology (S. Cross, personal communication), botany (J. F
Franklin, personal communication), and geology (W. Purdom,

personal communication) are required to evaluate the avian ecology

in the Siskiyou Mountains.

The absence of seven species in the Siskiyou Mountains of Jackson

County may be attributed to the absence of certain habitats. For

example, no sizeable bodies of water exist in the drier Siskiyou Moun-
tains which may account for the absence of Bank Swallows, Purple

Martins, and Lincoln's Sparrows. Also, the Siskiyou Mountains have

received little ornithological attention, and some species may have

been simply overlooked. Listed below are seven species that breed in

the Cascade Mountains with suggested reasons for the species absence

in the Siskiyou Mountains.

Bank Swallow.—This swallow requires specific nesting habitat that is

lacking in the Siskiyou Mountains.

Purple Martin.—This species is possibly not found in the Siskiyou

Mountains because of little habitat near reservoirs where it

has bred in the Cascade Mountains.

Black-billed Magpie.—Stragglers apparently originate from Klamath

County moving over the Cascade Mountains.

Pygmy Nuthatch.—The distribution of this species is puzzling.

Pinus ponderosa stands and Mixed Conifer Forest where Finns

is dominant cover much of the Siskiyou Mountains although

there are no records of this nuthatch in Jackson County except

from the Cascade Mountains. Discontinuous distribution of the

species from California begins in the eastern Cascade Mountains.

Canon Wren.—Grinnell and Miller (1944:342) do not record this

wren in the California Siskiyou Mountains, although it seems

likely that it may breed in the canyons of the drier slopes of

the eastern Siskiyou Mountains.

Red Crossbill.—There are so few records of this species in the county

that its rarity is magnified by lack of man-hours spent in the

Siskiyou Mountains; it is likely that the species has been over-

looked.

Lincoln's Sparrow.—Lack of wet meadow-type habitat in the Siski-

you Mountains probably prevents this species from breeding

there.



PLAN OF THE SPECIES ACCOUNTS
The sequence and names of genera and species follow the A.O.U.

Check-list of North American Birds (1957) and the Thirty-second

Supplement of the Check-list (American Ornithologists' Union 1973).

Each species is introduced b}^ its scientific name, followed by the

common name. At the beginning of each species account I have listed

recent specimens from Jackson County under the heading, "Speci-

men (s)." Specimens reported in recent literature are cited within the

text of the species account. Photographs are cited under the heading

of 'Thotograph(s)" to document the occurrence of certain species.

Data listed under "Photograph (s)" and/or "Specimen (s)" include

location, sex (specimens only), date, and if photographs exist, initials

of the photographer. Important literature is cited and records outside

Jackson County, especially from west of the Cascade Mountains in

Oregon, are mentioned. References to Christmas Bird Counts (ab-

breviated CBCs) are made in some of the species accounts.

Terms indicating frequency of occurrence of species are often vague
or misleading. In an effort to standardize terminology and reduce

subjectivity, I have adopted the system developed by Arbib (1957:63-

64).

In all instances of abundance I have chosen to use the nonbreeding

abundance scale (Arbib 1957:63-64) due to the lack of sufficient

quantitative data on breeding bird numbers; the abundance scale as

used here thus refers to both breeding and nonbreeding species.

Abundance Scale

Abundant. Occurring in such numbers that a competent observer,

in a single day, at the appropriate time and place (=habitat), might
see or hear more than 500 individuals.

Very common. 101 to 500 individuals in a single day.

Common. 26 to 100 in a single day.

Fairly common. 6 to 25 in a single day.

Uncommon. One to five in a single day and no more than 25 per

season.

Rare. One to five in a single day and no more than five per season.

Very Rare. No more than one per day and no more than one per

season.
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Frequency Scale

Regular. Recorded every year.

Irregular. Recorded less than once every year, but no less than

once in 5 yr, on the average.

Occasional. Recorded less than once in 5 yr, but no less chan once in

10 yr, on the average.

Sporadic. Recorded less than once in 10 yr, but no less than once

in 20 yr, on the average.

Casual. Recorded less than once in 20 yr, on the average.

Accidental. Recorded, but because of the species normal range it is

not expected to occur again. This term replaces the term "Exotic"

proposed in Arbib (1957:63-64).

Seasonal Occurrence

Resident. Breeding species, summer resident, winter resident, or

permanent resident.

Visitant (= visitor). A nonbreeding species which occurs either as a

summer or a winter visitor.

I apply the term migrant to those species that occur only during

migration. Records of migrants, and summer or winter residents are

listed with dates of arrival and departure where possible.

Species that are considered definitely breeding are stated simply

as breeding species or summer residents. Where the breeding status

of certain species is in doubt I have used the terms ''probably" or

"possibly" breeds. The term "probably" refers to species that are

regular summer residents and are often observed singing, but no nest,

eggs, young, or food carrying by adults has been observed. "Possibly"

breeds refers to summer residents that, although within their normal

breeding range and habitat, have been observed infrequently and

may breed in small numbers; no breeding behavior has been observed.



SPECIES ACCOUNT
Gavia immer. Common Loon.

The Common Loon is a rare and irregular visitor. There are sight

records of single individuals from the game ponds, January 8, 1965,

May 3, 1966, and November 15, 1965, and at Agate Reservoir,

May 16, 1971. Three were observed at Willow Creek Reservoir on

April 12, 1957.

Podiceps grisegena. Red-necked Grebe.

This grebe is an irregular migrant, occasionally breeding. It is

uncommon on the Rogue River below Shady Cove and at Hoover's

Lakes from late April to May and late August to November during

migration. Three young with two adults were observed at Howard
Prairie Reservoir on June 22, 1969, the only breeding record. Kebbe
(1958b) records this grebe breeding on Upper Klamath Lake, Klamath
County. An individual observed at Hoover's Lakes on January 12,

1959, is the only winter record.

Podiceps auritus. Horned Grebe.

Specimen: Prospect, sex not indicated, October 31, 1935. This

species is a spring migrant occurring occasionally at Gardner Reser-

voir and the Game Ponds during April. One was observed north of

Medford on January 10, 1960.

Podiceps nigricollis. Eared Grebe.

The Eared Grebe is an uncommon irregular migrant and winter

resident on the Rogue River, Hoover's Lakes, and Lower Rogue

River Valley ponds. Earliest, October 5, Hoover's Lakes; latest,

April 25, north of Medford. Small numbers, usually single individuals,

are observed north of Medford during winter.

Aechmophorus occidentalis. Western Grebe.

This large grebe is a regular uncommon spring and fall migrant and

an irregular summer and winter visitor. One was observed at the

Game Ponds on July 13, 1952. Single individuals are occasionally

recorded on the Medford CBCs. Most frequently observed at the

Game Ponds and Hoover's Lakes, this species may be expected at

almost any Lower Rogue River Valley pond.

Podilymbus podiceps. Pied-billed Grebe.

Specimen: 3.2 km W Prospect, male, November 7, 1935. This small

grebe has been found on many shallow ponds and reservoirs, Bear

23
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Creek, and the Kogue River and may be expected throughout most of

Jackson County. Although considered a fairly common resident,

breeding has not been verified.

Pelecanus erythrorhynchos. White Pelican.

There are three records of this species in Jackson Count}^ One was
at the Game Ponds, August 16 through August 18, 1961, and one,

possibly the same individual, was observed at Hoover's Lakes, August

18, 1961. Two were seen at the Game Ponds in October 1964. The
species is considered a rare straggler in the area.

Phalacrocorax auritus. Double-crested Cormorant.

Specimen: Prospect, two males, April 8, 1935. The Double-crested

Cormorant formerly nested at Hyatt Lake, but presently it is con-

sidered a rare irregular fall migrant. Individuals have been seen at

Gold Ray and the Game Ponds in September.

Ardea herodias. Great Blue Heron.

This large heron is a common resident that may be found through-

out the county near water. Solitary nesting pairs are most generally

reported although eight occupied nests were observed at the Gold
Ray-Kelly Slough February 20, 1963, and January 28, 1964.

Butorides virescens. Green Heron.

The Green Heron is an uncommon regular migrant arid summer
resident of the Chaparral-Oak Community of the Lower Rogue
River Valley. Earliest, April 10, Phoenix; latest, late August, Med-
ford. Breeding was not confirmed until 1970 when two young were

fledged from an oak tree nest in residential Medford on August 24.

A pair abandoned a nest containing two eggs at the same tree in

1971 after Aphelocoma coerulescens (Scrub Jays) reportedly ate the

eggs. The pair renested nearby the same year, but success was not

determined. Jewett (1945) first recorded this species breeding in

northwestern Oregon and Evenden (1947) cites several breeding pairs

near Corvallig.

Casmerodius alhus. Common Egret.

This heron is an irregular visitor throughout the Lower Rogue
River Valley. The species has been observed in January to March,

June, July, October, and December. Single birds have been reported

on 2 of 13 CBCs at Medford.

Egretta thula. Snowy Egret.

The Snowy Egret is known to have occurred in Jackson County

twice in spring at Hoover's Lakes, April 25, 1960, and near Ashland,

April 6, 1963.

Nycticorax nycticorax. Black-crowned Night Heron.

Specimen: 11.3 km SW Prospect, female, 1958. This heron is a

common resident throughout the Lower Rogue River Valley in the
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Chaparral-Oak Community. It breeds in small rookeries (10-20 nests),

which change location north of Medford each year. Winter roosts of

5 to 10 birds have been found in Medford, Central Point, and Phoenix.

Ixohrychus exilis. Least Bittej-n.

Specimen: 8.0 km SW Prospect, sex ?, August 10, 1959. The only

other record of this species in Jackson Count}'^ is the sighting of an

adult at Hoover's Lakes on Julj 29, 1961. Gabrielson and Jewett

(1940) list it as a breeding species in neighboring Klamath County.

Botaurus lentiginosus. American Bittern.

Three recent records exist for this bittern. One individual was
observed for 3 wk during September 1963, one was seen near Old

Military Bridge on May 30, 1963, and one was at Hoover's Lakes on

May 16, 1971. Gabrielson (1931) saw one at the headwaters of Big

Butte Creek on September 20, 1927. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)

consider this species as an uncommon resident west of the Cascades,

including Jackson County, but on the basis of available records it

should be considered a rare migrant.

Olor columbianus. Whistling Swan.

This species is an uncommon to common regular migrant and winter

resident on large ponds and reservoirs throughout the Lower Rogue
River and Bear Creek valleys from November through March. It is

regularly recorded on CBC's in numbers from 5 to 24 individuals.

Branta canadensis. Canada Goose.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, October 30, 1958. Photo-

graph: Hyatt Reservoir, pair with young, June 1964 (JH). This

goose is a very common to uncommon migrant and winter resident

that may be found on most waterbodies throughout the Lower Rogue
River Valley. It nests at Howard Prairie and Hyatt reservoirs. The
only summer record for the Lower Rogue River Valley is one observed

at Hoover's Lakes on July 28, 1961.

Branta nigricans. Black Brant.

Photograph: Game Ponds, March 1963 (JH). The only record is of

an adult photographed at the Game Ponds on March 14, 1963,

following a snowstorm (Browning, 1966b). Gabrielson and Jewett

(1940) have records of this straggler from the coast for Yamhill, Linn,

Klamath, and Douglas counties. Kebbe (1958a) reports this species

as occurring in the Klamath Basin but lists no specific records except

for one bird shot in Warner Valley 64.4 km east of Lakeview in Novem-
ber 1950.

Anser albifrons. White-fronted Goose.

There are several sight records of this rare migrant and winter

visitor in the Lower Rogue River Valley during January, April, May,
October, and December.
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Chen caerulescens. Snow Goose.

The Snow Goose is a rare winter visitor and spring migrant and
records exist from various ponds north of Medford. One bird spent the

wiQter of 1959-60 with a flock of domestic geese at Hoover's Lakes.

Anas platyrhynchos. Mallard.

Specimen: Ashland, female, May 14, 1971. This duck is a very com-
mon to common permanent resident increasing in number during

winter and migration. It may be found throughout most of Jackson
County.

Anas strepera. Gadwall.

The Gadwall is a fairly common regular winter resident and spring

migrant throughout the southern portion of the county below 762 m.
Earliest, November 22, Game Ponds; latest, March 13, Medford.

Anas acuta. Pintail.

The Pintail is a common migrant and winter resident at Hyatt,

Howard Prairie, and Gardner reservoirs, Hoover's Lakes, Game
Ponds, and at scattered small ponds throughout the Lower Rogue
River Valley. This species has been recorded very regularly on the

CBCs.

Anas crecca. Green-winged Teal.

This species is a common winter resident and migrant and uncom-
mon summer resident that possibly breeds at the Game Ponds.

Anas discors. Blue-winged Teal.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, June 20, 1945. This teal

is an uncommon spring migrant and occasional summer resident of the

Lower Rogue River Valley where shallow water and cattail cover are

found. The earliest observation is April 22, Game Ponds, the latest,

June 25, Hoover's Lakes. There are several "breeding" records of this

teal from ponds north of Medford. As noted by McAllister (1949),

these records may be of Anas cyanoptera, the Cinnamon Teal.

Anas cyanoptera. Cinnamon Teal.

The Cinnamon Teal is a fairly common migrant and rare winter

visitor, most frequently seen on ponds north of Medford. It arrives in

February and increases in numbers during March. Pairs have been

seen as late as June on the Game Ponds and on Bear Creek near

Phoenix.

Anas penelope. European Wigeon.

This species is a very rare straggler on the basis of three sight

records of males. One was seen by two observers at Willow Springs

Reservoir on March 3, 1958; and one each at Ashland on January 8,

1962, and on December 25, 1961, by several observers. Gabrielson

and Jewett (1940) discuss several sight records and list five winter

specimens from Oregon.
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Anus americana. American Wigeon.
This duck is a common winter resident and irregular spring and

summer visitor in the Lower Kogue River and Bear Creek valleys.

This species has been recorded on 12 of 13 Medford CBCs with an
average of about 30 birds per count.

Anas clypeata. Shoveler.

The Shoveler is a fairly common migrant and winter visitor. It
arrives about November and leaves about March and may be expected
throughout the county.

Aix sponsa. Wood Duck.
Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, female, October 9, 1951; 17.7 km

SW Prospect, male, date ?. The Wood Duck is a fairly common resident
in the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys. Small numbers
have also been observed on Gardner Reservoir. It breeds throughout
its range; many breed on a small pond in Ashland's city park.

Aythya americana. Redhead.
The Redhead winters in small numbers and has been recorded from

ponds north of Medford and Gardner Reservoir. This species ma,y be
expected on other bodies of water in Jackson County.

Aythya collaris. Ring-necked Duck.
Specimen: 3.2 km W Prospect, female, November 5, 1935. This duck

is a common winter resident throughout Jackson County. Earliest,

September, Rogue River Valley; latest, June 27, 1964, Hoover's
Lakes.

Aythya valisineria. Canvasback.

The Canvasback is an uncommon winter resident recorded in the

same areas as the Redhead, but in slightly greater numbers.

Aythya affinis. Lesser Scaup.

This diving duck is a common migrant and winter resident at

Gardner Reservoir, ponds north of Medford, and Bear Creek Valley.

This species is most frequently observed at Hoover's Lakes and the

Game Ponds. It is regularly recorded on Medford CBCs; most birds

arrive about September and depart by April.

Bucephala clangula. Common Goldeneye.

This duck is a rare winter resident and visitor and only three records

are known from Jackson County. One bird wintered at the Game
Ponds during 1961; one was observed at Willow Creek Reservoir

on December 28, 1962, and two were seen on Howard Prairie Re-
servoir on January 14, 1962.

Bucephala islandica. Barrow's Goldeneye.

This goldeneye is a rare and irregular winter visitor. Twelve were
seen at Hoover's Lakes during January and February 1966, and two
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females were there in 1969 (month ?). Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)

report that it breeds regularly in Cascade Mountain lakes.

Bucephala albeola. Bufflehead.

Specimen: 3.2 km W Prospect, female, November 5, 1935. The
Bufflehead is an uncommon and irregular winter resident. Gabriel-

son and Jewett (1940) give September 20 (Lake County) for their

earliest Oregon date and May 15 (Tillamook County) for their latest

date. Buffleheads have been recorded between those dates at Gardner
Reservoir, Hoover's Lakes, and at the Game Ponds. They should

also be expected at Willow Creek, Hyatt, and Howard Prairie res-

ervoirs, and other mountain bodies of water.

Oxyura jamaicensis. Ruddy Duck.
Specimen: Ashland, male, April 23, 1960. The Ruddy Duck is

a common winter resident from November to March, occurring

wherever there is open water. During December at least one in-

dividual may be found on almost every body of water north of Med-
ford as far as the Rogue River. Of 13 Medford CBCs, this species

has been recorded on 10 at an average of 49 individuals per count.

Lophodytes cucullatus. Hooded Merganser.

This species is an uncommon late winter resident and spring

migrant. Latest, April 5, Shady Cove. This merganser probably occurs

throughout Jackson County. A record number of 20 was reported

on the 1965 Medford CBCs.

Mergus merganser. Common Merganser.

Specimens: Three, 12.9 km SW Prospect, two females, May 27,

1935, one male. May 28, 1935. This duck is a common resident on
the Rogue River below Prospect; it is less common on the Lower
Rogue River Valley ponds in winter.

Mergus serrator. Red-breasted Merganser.

This merganser is a rare winter visitor. Two females and a male
were observed on the Game Ponds on November 22, 1964, where one

female and the male remained until mid-March 1965. Gabrielson

and Jewett (1940) consider the species a casual inland winter visitor

on the basis of late nineteenth century records.

Cathartes aura. Turkey Vulture.

Specimen: Ashland, male, April 15, 1959. The Turkey Vulture is a

common summer resident throughout Jackson County, except in

the Timberline Forest. Earliest, February 15, Medford; latest, Sep-

tember 30, Medford. It breeds in valley foothills and mountains.

Accipiter gentilis. Goshawk.
vSpecimens: Two, 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, December 18, 1944,

and male, April 26, 1944; and two from Ashland, sex ?, February 2,
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1963, and female, October 20, 1961. The Goshawk is a rare permanent

resident probably throughout the forested areas of Jackson County,

and it is an occasional visitor to the Chaparral-Oak Community
during winter. There are several winter records of single individuals

from Talent, Ashland, Medford, Larson Creek, and Shady Cove.

Accipiter striatus. Sharp-shinned Hawk.
Specimens: Five, both sexes, 12.9 km SW Prospect, March 24,

1949, October 25, 1958, November 11, 1958, January 22, 1937, and

October 12, 1946; and one near Talent, sex?, June 10, 1969. Uncommon
resident increasing in numbers in the Chaparral-Oak Community,
especially along streams during winter. This species probably occurs

throughout Jackson County in forested areas.

Accipiter cooperii. Cooper's Hawk.
Specimens: Three, 17.7 km SW Prospect, male, November 9,

1948, male, November 17, 1952, and female, March 6, 1937; Medford,

female, March 25, 1971. This hawk is an uncommon resident that

increases in numbers in the Chaparral-Oak Community, especially

along streams, in winter. The species is slightly more common, or at

least more conspicuous, than the Sharp-shinned Hawk during winter.

The Cooper's Hawk has been observed at Roxy Ann Peak, Pom-
padour Bluffs, Upper Table Rock, Larson Creek, Coleman Creek,

Tombstone, and in the Cascades along Dead Indian Road.

Buteo jamaicensis. Red-tailed Hawk.
Specimens: Ashland, female, October 30, 1961; Medford, male, no

date. This soaring hawk is a common permanent resident occurring

at most elevations throughout Jackson County. It is less common in

Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys during summer.

Buteo swainsoni. Swainson's Hawk.
The Swainson's Hawk is a rare straggler west of the Cascades.

Three authentic sight records have been made by competent ob-

servers: One at Medford, September 8, 1958; one observed twice in

the foothills east of Ashland during August 1963; and one between

Howard Prairie and Hyatt reservoirs. May 11, 1961. This Buteo has

been reported three times within recent years on Medford CBCs.

Although these winter records have been published {Aud. Field Notes

1965:320), none of the observers reporting these birds were familiar

with the species. Until more reliable data can be collected on winter

occurrences, Swainson's Hawk should be considered only as a rare

migrant and summer visitor.

Buteo lagopus. Rough-legged Hawk.
This species is a rare winter straggler. One was observed at Med-

ford on November 24, 1958; two were seen north of Medford on

December 30, 1960; and one wmtered, 1960-61, at White City.

569-322 O - 75 - 5
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ma&miQq &-im £ ai iwfiflfeoO edT .I8GI ,02 isdoJoO ,.9lj]im9i bnB ^896

1

Single obirdsiiaTTfe 'fo«en"TecbrdMtdhotlle^iiiD#4r^'Mbg'#fi

during the winter oi 1969; 195^0^ and 1971. A#tindil^tdual \;^y^sMli^

nearI]^dfQrdV;Febimaa3yT(22vil#30ftCi^8l)bt'iekoSii49Sl?)(^^ .lelaiw §niiub

But&ofegalisrFdtix^oi^^imvlk:}^'' J-iolb^M ,bnBixiaA .tnelfiT moil

This hawk is a rare straggler boisais^ftMfb^i^l .aM^^lDM'^aM^MMiitl,

AndeifsQni€reekq(457; hi),' and hai^th-bfr Medf6ii-d,'4¥g& :WMti"'€Miy,

on SepteMber 1, 1954, September 2€v 1958,' arid ^December '27^^ i^l^^I

respectiYely. One individual: was,obserTed on each oCicasion.S I ledolyO

M^mp^^Ji^Fi/rndSsi^-mmm^S^^ g'ladmun ai sniaBaiani dnsbiesi

S;{36Gimki:'Ashland; female^ November' Sy 1970. Piobab]^7 a 'p^ri$f^

nent resident. There are records of this eagle irom' Ashland,' fial'dyf^

Upper Table Kock, Johns Peak, Roxy Anii;!]|©a)£) ]f*effipa)donii'''BMlfs,

and vairious locations in the LoWeT Rogue- vEivet ^and MMUP^'&f^'k

valleysdor the months' d£ March/ August/ No^em^^i^aflS^ D^ife^mb^ ^

Gabrielson- and Jewett (r940) mehtion-one Mghtt^colS li'8)Mi^al^Ml!'?^

mUacetus ImcocepfiaksJ^am^h^ ^^^ '^i aisdmun ni aeeBS-wm

Photograph: Sterimg Gi^6fek-^(he*af ' JafeSri'^IgJI mmy'F^Wa^

oba^l^d'M^^Jife^t h^^'l[ya?t^^Mk(?'dunn|l!h& spjeii^lf ' l§y^0',^but'l!!]'^

actual breeding status of this pair is unknown. This species has be'eir

seen several times at Gardner, .H^3aM;,bH^-M^^iPl^aai^i^ss^rt

Creek reservoirs durihg' siiriimer arid winter ^ nl«[)ritlis. ' Thef'^csi'e

several records from along the Rogue River- arid Latson Greekf .sJjsh

The Marsh-Hawk i#%ri' uricbririridn ' perrriarierit- residerit ' tlirdti^libw-

the Lower Rogue River and Bear Oreek valleys/ This hawk i&bftfen

observed north of Medfordyto WhiteLOityi. A&^aVerap;f6f-^8r^'m-

dividuals are reported annuallyf|)i]P'feh6*GJB©s^.9i id-gib oilnsriiuij 99'iriT

PmmbnhoMiimisMsp^^l -8 ledffrstqsa .b'lolfosM Ui enO :a'i9vi98

Thfef'^s^i^yi'fsi^ ariyQficbl4iM^:^lltlM¥rift^4e^i(l8ni34ft #'fet^5i^%^^

Rogue River Vallei^yGabi-reteML mimmmi^^iV%My^MmK-m^ ^gfg^P
pairs^were liesthig along ffie R^pfe RiV6r; }i\^¥^o'^f\M\(k^^'MW\M^
dimiilisfeblg- thr6Ugh(yikl/'i=tsM Gi^bri-^rtoge^'^UriffiJ^ge^ tfe^^b'^JA

knd\^i''riesl'm ^Jai^Iisdtf' s^oMt-ji^a^^^

Riv^/^whidh^^a^ dcBtipJetJ aritlri^lI^T^ #dm 1948-^^cPl9W'^if^

this «ite -was- riot' dbsei-t^^^' a:g4i^'uMii #97#^ii(J^^^f 7'^egffifg^' jfi&il^°

were observed near Gold Ray Dam and it'WfkW'W^^fv^^'-M'^^^-^
and 1971. One individual was reobrdei iK8®:)Mgdr©Suttei*^i^efc'%&r

Eagle'-iPbint^on- Novemberi22,.1fc9f'4eiia Tajmw oip>i a ?.i agiogqa girlT

'Falmmexica}m.s\Wt'&JijM'Ba^mSL owi ;8aei ,:^S ladmsvoM no bioi

This species i§ an^uriei&rimk)Mf1J-MfulftPcvifel6r.;<fi$d^ PMri^<^al«^
has been reported at Roxy Ann Peak, Ashland, Phoenix, and White

g . cT - o sss-eae
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City in December to May. Stevenson and Fitch (1933) report a sight

record of an individual 9.7 km south of Medford.

Falco peregrinus. Peregrine Falcon.

The Peregrine Falcon is a rare migrant along the Lower Rogue
River. There are two records from Medford, January 7, and Febru-

ary 15, 1958.

Falco columbarius. Pigeon Hawk.
Specimen: Two males, 12.9 km SW Prospect, December 7, 1947,

and October 30, 1950. This falcon is a rare winter visitor. Thomas
McCamant (unpublished notes) stated that he saw one or two per

year at various locations during 10 yr of observations in Jackson

County. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) mention that there have been

sight records in the county and consider the species to be a rare

straggler west of the Cascade Mountains.

Falco sparverius. Sparrow Hawk.
Specimens: 17.7 km SW Prospect, male, December 27, 1952; Med-

ford, male, June 1, 1962. The Sparrow Hawk is a very common per-

manent resident throughout the lower elevations of the county in the

Chaparral-Oak Community.

Dendragapus obscurus. Blue Grouse.

This species is a fairly common resident in the Cascade and Siskiyou

mountains in the Mixed Conifer and True Fir forests.

Bonasa umbellus. Ruffed Grouse.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, January 21, 1959; 14.5 km
SW Prospect, female. May 12, 1959. The Ruffed Grouse is a fairly

common permanent resident in the Mixed Conifer Forest in the moun-

tains of Jackson County; it occurs at lower elevations (valley foothills)

during winter.

Colinus virginianus. Bobwhite.
The only recent record is of a male in May 1957 at the Game Ponds.

Gabrielson (1931) reported a lone male observed near Brownsboro

(about 12.9 km east of Eagle Point), August 23, 1923. This species

was introduced many years ago (probably early 1900), but has been

unsuccessful in this area (Gabrielson and Jewett, 1940).

Lophortyx califamicus. California Quail.

Specimens: 6.4 km N Eagle Point, two males and one female,

October 30, 1955; Ashland, male. May 9, 1971. This quail is a common

to uncommon permanent resident in the Chaparral-Oak Community

of the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys and foothills. The

species breeds throughout its range. The latest nesting date is of a

female hatching eight eggs on September 1, 1960, at Phoenix.
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jrl§i8 a i-ioqsi (88GI) iloiM baa noanevsdg .^i^M o* isdmsosQ ni x^iD

Oreortyx pictus. IS^^^^^M %^Miso8 ml V.G [£ubLYs.bm n& \o biood'i

Specimen: Howard Prairie, ^gg^q; ^^ji||^9^6^y^^^a^^<9?5Main

has been seen many times on the slopes of Baldy and nea:g^^g sgi|npifet

of Roxy Ann Peak. Gabrielson and;^,^e>|^j.}i^^^:i^0^^pp^^i^^e]^g.^ j^^^^

f.ai^rly common in^the foothills around me LoVer^o^i^ J^y^^l^ley
and cite egg records from Brownsboro (abokt ASgS km ^^g^j^j^^^E^gJ^

-?q^oWi 10 8110 WB8 dd dadi bsiBda (aadon badaildirqnn) c^riBm^OoM
.^^^^g^imiMS colehmis. ^Rii^^-jp^c^fd,,Pheasa;]3.-t,)iiBooI auoiiBY in i&ex
...^^ecimensj^evei-alJtoi^^^ liiy^S ¥§ikft(MKi>Q^rfi?@^^ S^^o?P9Ji%ijffifoSHc^biMBg 5)feeas^|iy|^3 aQ^fnifiK^Higggii^lIgH^

resident throughout the Low,^_j: llogue Riyejparndrl^e^^jQ^ij^fel^a]^

up to about 610 m. It is most often foxmd in i),giicul.tyj"<^].,lm(|s^^^tic-

-^^Mectoris chukar. Chukar,,g[ .^oriBqa erlT .26GI ,1 onuL .slam Mo\
iM^'9S^,wetl .,-^kbo\\^^^2^^^

Game Commission to various areas of JacksplgijQftiiB^^ g^fle^-^ii-gUfliOi,

1957. Releases were also made-ln^J^^r^GJliQai^cJ^gk^^^^

J\^y^[g^|^^i|ty (each): were released at Pinehtjiltjg 5FI&te>5pifeFr^iid

Pilot Rock (on eastern Siskiyou: Mountains) i omMilyri2Q;i BSiS^iS%tot

records of this species were periodi§§}lyi9La!^s)lir]tJf\feS^5tfce>K©&ase

pg|'i5).(Jg: t^igtG gipc^ -thft; iMt .5ei@as^$diM|3lja6D WcMimMg&rglbegis&fiEepB^

f^MrMxJpm'dMX^B^'V^i^l^^^i M Y^-M .elBmsi .joeqaoi^ W8
lintrodteed. About l^SOObmM Mtr(3dte%&i8§9 ttt^ii^^iiM^^^^^^^ttife

Oki@^t)iDBta{fe\Gamfefi(i^o&kMfeM©nJ4S;e¥•^ 196^© .;^MQ^
in March and August of 1960, and in March 196 1-62^: '®ff(Sff«v^ife

periodically sighted shortly after the :rel,easffiperi0ds^\ > espeeiail^^^^ast

o|)i^^^fejii£nea? iRoijipadojiK^Bi^ffaviThe iatesfoa'BCDDBdjwakKKmflB in

lRM?.nwoia iB9ri bavxeado Qiam. snoi a bslioqsi (I SGI) noBbiid^O

^^1%^^ mMd&nMh. BahdMifi^raSct^ioS: Ql'OBa lo ti?.AQ mi G.SI luodfi)

'-She-iSaiidhiMHCMin^iM a[I€i8i%q:^egSlafi'iMgr^&fi«raEJM^€>'i^^r^

Game Ponds; Etfiit, 'Oetolbei'fft^ m^mWM^oimmk^^^U^^m^mi^i^^
August 1963 at Howard Br:ai0Qji(Resiefc#^ir6'isaiiidvo\Kteo ©^sersVf^dl on

ISIi0V!e.E|ibei?,lO:,,:l963, at, Hoover's Lakes. Migfantswest of dihefjGasqSdes

h§^Sftn§}g@ ffe^env-reported fro^ /such areas' ;a&iiEort^llin'.dr [Qfyithd^yMM

NM83£nWi(^^^&Bi},\ Cory;allis QQAmtirEMd-i Nstmad-M^ i&aS^r/ioEnnfgeaie

(GlilUMn'j94S,]i::^i<)7,rjaa4Bi^ii£^

19|t7);: Gullion (1947) r ifepdirfe vthis spedies' breedin^isind Wdestegjai

DeschutgS:Gpunty;q;nd;Sugg-esta:rthat it ,b kkes aiwiiitifesetanQiJ^

of the Cascade Mountains.



BIRDS OF JACKSON CO. , OREGON, & SURROUNDING AREAS 33

Rallus limicola. Virginia Rail.

^( 9j§P]f<3im^n IJiShUrid^/Dlda,; DecefflbeE '§^1^

male, November 20, 1971. This rail is an uncommon resident itt the
Medford-Phoenix-Wliite City area>;,Th« first recent record. :c)f the

^•¥¥P^' W^fi^ftf^'^f ^aptqin^m^^u^eiat ,V:o§j!feitgr O]:0^ilhgc'BiiLiJHisr23,

•^ftianWs area was flooded by Bear Creek during the wintei^ of

.^?A?)TsT]^® ^-'^istmg,,cattail marsh was heavily silted and willows took
WFjr^h^ ilRlSwgo^WmglJ 3w§^|f]ftenMc^fc(<^^^ ^tb©:[Eeports -haiyd been

A^^efelj^^ffi^jj^E^Pi^S] and a, rnai^sh i just east of ' Medford ' where
single nestsjy.er,^,foA^^4j>n, 19 <;Q,and,rlR7:l^^^

breeds sparingly in isolat^^ ^i^naf^^^^i.^l^^^^n^^ .^^^^^^

a\^/^MHifWfl¥^m^y^PJ^;^ ono lenvi -^iov *r Y/ohuD bsllid-'onoJ sriT

r;ij§P?§iffimo ^Mf^Td^jBfi^],^, AEJ^i^MHmmyTMSoT,^, iii-i^Aamj^er-

^^M^kF'^i^^^A^^l PQs^ible, ,brje.ede?r[9,ti .the^-jStaijiaer-Bondfe.oTb^ first

Jackson County record of the Sora w&s ^of -a bird killed striking a
window in Medford on May,jp, 1964. The late Walt Cayanough

0^Pflf^^<^Wf^f^f^^St^: Oregon State Game Commission
|t^ted^Jh,^l,lip had seeiii Sops, diu-ing several sumniers in tl^« edges, of

ll^c0^^j^PH?IM^ 5lfM^ ^^^ abundant. There are also wiiiter
records from" tbe Game Ponds, January 1, 1965, and February 18,
1965; it^has been reported less frequently from scattered cattail

rnthe

no QYG

xiGSfeaa?^! ^f]Jo*^R^^"^^°^-
^^ very '(Common migrant and winter resident;

^^^f^dW^^J^ ^ ^ breeding species. The coot may be found, on
almost any body of w^ter during migr^^^^^

the Lower Rogue River .and Bear. Creek valleys.,^The speoies^nfg^^^^
most commonly at the Game Ponds and at Hoover'^ Lakes. ' ^^

r^i T ., ^^.,^c; 317/^0119 L laJijeTxJ .i.\)3M'ii0s\»\>im' .WOiiSt 1
pfiaradriiLs vocmrus. Killdeer. r • ^ • \ u -r ^ >^ jr^

til If
^^^^®^^- '^- ^""^ S Medford, sex?, May 27, 1969. The Killdeer is

l^ry common and widely distributed species throughout the county
on'^residential lawns, fields, and stream and lake shores. It breeds

April 6. ,-,,_ ^ ^

. „• . „^.

.^:::!fivnomL lasaa-JL .aac^i'iai^ »'^i\ni.

g'lF^^S^mjSt^^O't^^/^.pMacfebellifid: P nj3 si aoiosqa eidT

fiiT(lp(^:j)l^]^§rfls'i^try^3ra^jei. Qne iadividital was ottefev^dq^ aila0.©n
g>*iathft)B9gwft fj^ifef; near Shady Cove by threfe observers oh %rit 2,

1960. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) consider this species an uncommon
migrant and winter resident alqiigr|he;0.r^g|Mi;i^<^^§^1^vQ,i^4iG(a; (

fi^SP¥i?F?Mb)e: Black-belhed Plover to be a common? fall migrantT in

fes%9ttt^eyn3:V^illamette YaU^^^ Qr^gpi), reporting a i
record of 91

Mf4s.mpiA%Mbffc. M^i^fe^U 8^:^59^^rBjl0At%(rQ9#i?d^,#r ^October

.S9GI ,01 liiqA no 8VoO ^{;bBjd8 i-bsii baiioqs'i 86 <.
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and September, and one spring record on May 14, 1958, at Harney-

Lake (Harney County).

Capella gallinago. Common Snipe.

Specimens: Two, 12.9 km SW Prospect, sex ?, September 26, 1947,

and male, December 6, 1948. This species is a fairly common summer
resident and breeding species and an uncommon winter resident.

The Common Snipe is found throughout the lower Jackson County,
probably not above Prospect (792 m), and is usually reported on
the Medford CBCs, averaging about nine birds per count.

Numenius americanus. Long-billed Curlew.

The Long-billed Curlew is very rare ; one was recorded at Hoover's

Lakes April 8, 1961. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) consider this

curlew to be casual west of the Cascades on the basis of specimens

from Linn and Lincoln counties.

Actitis macularia. Spotted Sandpiper.

This sandpiper is a common to fairly common resident, found along

almost any stream in Jackson County up to about 1,372 m. The
Spotted Sandpiper is an uncommon winter resident in the Lower
Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys.

Tringa solitaria. Solitary Sandpiper.

This species is a rare visitor. One Solitary was sighted near Gold

Ray Dam on September 11, 1966, and four were observed at Shady
Cove on August 29, 1961 (Browning, 1966b). Gabrielson and Jewett

(1940) consider it a straggler to western Oregon and cite a specimen

taken at Portland on May 5, 1930. Evenden et al. (1950) consider

this species a rare spring migrant in the Willamette Valley, and

GuUion (1951) reports both spring and fall records.

Tringa melanoleucus. Greater Yellowlegs.

The Greater Yellowlegs is a fairly common migrant and rare winter

visitor. Latest, 5 October, Phoenix. It has been reported once at

Hyatt Reservoir and once at Howard Prairie Reservoir. Several sight

records are from Hoover's Lakes. This species has been reported in

winter only once, December 30, at Hoover's Lakes (Medford CBCs).
Tringa flavipes. Lesser Yellowlegs.

This species is an uncommon visitor that has occurred at Hoover's

Lakes in April, July, and September and twice near Shady Cove in

July. Earliest, April 15, Hoover's Lakes; latest, September, Hoover's

Lakes.

Catoptrophorus semipalmatus. Willet.

Photograph: Hoover's Lakes, May 21, 1962 (JH). The Willet is a

rare spring visitor. Three Willets were seen at Hoover's Lakes on

April 20, 1965, two on April 28, 1958, and one on May 21, 1962. One
was reported near Shady Cove on April 10, 1962.
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Calidris melanotos. Pectoral Sandpiper.

Photograph: Hoover's Lakes, April 9, 1964 (JH). This sandpiper
is known only from the photographic record (Browning 1966b).
Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) list two fall records of the Pectoral
Sandpiper from Multnomah and Lincoln counties and Gullion (1951)
considers this species as a common (italics mine) fall migrant in the
southern Willamette Valley.

Calidris bairdii. Baird's Sandpiper.

This peep sandpiper is a very rare visitor in spring, known only from
two sight records: April 10, 1964, and May 5, 1965, at Hoover's Lakes.
Both records were made by experienced observers, and during each
observation Calidris mauri (Western Sandpiper) and C. minutilla
(Least Sandpiper) were present for comparison. Gabrielson and Jewett
(1940) cite several specimens from the coast taken during the fall and
a flock seen (one specimen collected) in Wallowa County. GulUon
(1951) considers Baird's Sandpiper to be a common fall migrant in the
southern Willamette Valley.

Calidris minutilla. Least Sandpiper.

This small sandpiper is a fairly common spring migrant and less

common fall migrant in the White City area. Earhest spring, February
27, Hoover's Lakes; latest spring, late May. Earliest fall, July 14,

Howard Prairie Reservoir; latest fall, September 24, Phoenix. Six
individuals were sighted on the Medford CBCs at Hoover's Lakes on
December 30, 1960.

Calidris alpina. Dunlin.

The Dunlin is a fairly common spring migrant in the White City
area. Earhest, April 8, Hoover's Lakes; latest, June 10, Hoover's
Lakes. Six were recorded on a Medford CBC on December 28, 1962.

Calidris pv.silla. Semipalmated Sandpiper.

This sandpiper is a very rare visitor. One bird identified as the
Semipalmated Sandpiper was seen at Hoover's Lakes on April 14,

1964. There are no known specimens of this species in Oregon and it

should remain on the Oregon hypothetical list (Gabrielson and
Jewett 1940:604).

Calidris mauri. Western Sandpiper.

The Western Sandpiper is an uncommon spring and fall migrant in

Bear Creek Valley and the White City area. Earliest spring, April 5,

Game Ponds; latest spring, early May, Hoover's Lakes; earliest

fall, July 13, Hoover's Lakes; latest fall, November 28, Phoenix.

Limnodromus spp. Dowitcher.

Both Limnodromus griseus and L. scolopaceus probably occur in

Jackson County, but available records do not provide adequate
evidence for species documentation. Dowitchers are fairly common
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migrants with records from Lower Bear Valley (Phoenix to Gold

Ray Dam area) and the White City area. Earliest spring, March 31,

IN^jifiord'- daifeMt sfjring^ Ma}fe 6^ Medford. The only Ml record ^is

of'^&fibiidSf&mojS)^ Mua"t>'Ho¥aa?d' Pi^airie Efefee#¥^§]Sp. Qii^JEtewitclief^

Tildas seen on Bear (Dreek near Yho&oMc^^MikkiMf^Qih^Wi noaiaiid^O

('Recuri^Vrostm cm&rica/na. Americsd^A^Sckr^'"'-''^^!^^ •^^;^^ leqiqbnijS

9#he^ aJfocet'is '^^ vdryrarg visitor reported thrg^^^fiffie^iiS fi^^^
Lakes: summer 1960, May 20, 1963, and September ^iVf^te^
Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) citetWjSf:^4Gimeiis-taken-near'^C'^¥Mliis

(Benton County)^ on July-2a, 1^9009ifi'i 7'i9v n fei leqiqbriBs qssq ai/lT

^^^amtopus mMcML ^m-necked SM^ hiqA
:
abioosi iL{^^^ owi

^'The Black-ileckelJ"S'fiTt 'is a very rare vlsit'off' The*^ onl}^'^ record *M^

this species is 6f one at Hoover's Lakes' on April 25, 1960, observ&d^

^mh fei^enced observ§t^q^"o^ "^^^ dneasiq s'lew (isqiqbnBc^ ia^aJ)

b^'^T' ,'' ''H* ,• 7- • -n' -.¥;i ^^i'"* "'^foil &n9mi39qg Irnsvag aiio (Oi-ei)
FAaZ(2ro«ws niMcan'WS. Ked rhalarope. . - - . , d.

iirr,, Ti 1 V.1 1
• • -^ 5!00 nomiooqH Qnol |j^99a >l;>oh Ji

The Red Phalarope is a rare visitor occurrmg south oi Shady (Jpyft

din 'the Rogue River where a pair wesfef' observed on November tt'

1960 (Browning 1966a). Alderson (1961) reports several inland records

from northwestern Oregon for Novembei-'and October. "
.

'

tr ^ .: , „,., , T=,, 1 ^ -^jI J- SI laqrabrisa lifijira ami
Steganopiis fricoior. Wilson s Phalarope,, ,. .

, _;.__ ,, _,,

Photograph: Hoover's Lakes, May 1962 (JH) . This phalarope is a4.

Uncommon migrant that formerly bred at Hoover's Lakes until 1969^

Earliest, Ap|-il.'2(), Hqoyej:'s ]Ljakes,;,late3|^j^AugjList Hyatt Reservoirs-

Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) consider the Wilson's Phalarope to jb^

a rare straggler west of the Cascades and giyq. Apr^]:. 2;^^ (^Malheur

County) for their earliest date, and September 22 (Harney County)

for their latest^^ate. These :au;ihprs .^q j^qt cqnsider_^ this jpecie^gtiOj

breed west of 4ll&fQaSGa4§*$^a3 biolbsM a no bsbioos'i qisw xi8 .aed^J
Lobipes lobatus. Northern Phalarbpe).9lijmlrjqrm88 .»^Vi?,v$-q aWbs^^iO

t Photographs: Ashland May 21^ 196Sr (JH)^; Hobver^k'LEkes^' Jifiie

1965 (JH); Sam's Valley, August 24, 4963 (DT)..This phakrope iS"^^

Mife^-ffeiilrant and'^^ii3%«eii ^^ei?^ft«f^^iffis1?mHi^#%f'%«»^'^f-^^i^

(^hapai-ral-Oak (5oihinuriity
?

' ^a¥rielsqh (i'93 1
)' collected a specihiOT^

of Northern Phalarope from a flock of three at Savage Rapids (on the

Rogue River, Josephine County) on May ''il^tj''1922. The species is

considered a very common migrant in the Willamette Valle}^ (Guilion

JssniBs ;a9iEJ a'lgvooH Ci^M -(.hBO .-gnnqs ^asisii ;abno*I 9m-iiD

r'Larus^^occident^iis.WesteTd'iG^^^ .. ' '-: visvooH ,81 vhrl- -Jhil

Six Western Guhs were at the Game Poi^^^o^^ ^a^,^§9j^^^^l.

aabrielspn,igg^o^^we^^$.-,^(1^^4p^^

JC^allpjJMi4fi^%vi^li|(fif bifjd%(^^,§5Ye^l4]^^^^ noaioul

iiomriioo x.hi{A qib aiQibdiv/oCI .GoilftJiiarnuoob asiogqa lo't sonsbive
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^^^^anis califorrdcus. ,Calif<)j«|iwgrt:]clM g.SI .seli^mel owT ranamioaqS

the only county re(fipp^^(^2 ^j^^^pj^i^-^l^gjfealgt©^! feottoy^'lefe^^

Klamath County. ^^^^^ •onimnoM .5>-v,yyo-v^j)m «bii,«aX

.Qg|,pu^^4^^]^W^. Bin^bil^fP-^i^ W8 mi G.SI lenarmosqS

Rogue River and Bear Creek valley^iig^fi^g^f)F:$]^M^i^iEJn3gi?a»it
Reservoir; latest, May 17, Hoover's Lakes. Thr)]^ing-bi]l\^as,j?een

^recorded-twiee on Med^^r^gp^gg,|^i}g^Q^^gg^nqlg^5^
^n December 30, lOeS,^^^ ^^^r^.

Jasbkan imaam'mq nommoomi an ai

.^^^.Xarus pipixcm. Fraij^li^'gfl^ulJellfiY igyiil en-^oa odd mo-d ^Ino

ni Tk^i¥¥=§ftWiB^i%#uiy.§ 9^'iYi&Pif) r£^r/^|^i§i^^r-^iMo|miftMum;#ja¥si^t^

repeatedly by several observers north of Medford from April 25 to

July 28, 1961, at both Hoover's Lakes and the Game Ponds
,

(Browning
1966b). Jewett (1949) reported the Franklin's Oull.gl^rjf^^j^g:-^ at

Malheur National Wildlife Refuge in Harney County';..^-^^Q]^ jo3rrgo'iS[

g|[Photograph: Hoover's Lakes,; breeding plumage, May i20, r962 (JH>
j^l^e,Bonaparte's Gull is an irregular aud imcommpn spring and f|Jl

migrant likely to occur in the Lower Rogue Rivi^ MdsMmVj Gm^
valleys in May and Novemb€|r^(5tj_,^^j:^g|tf|r,q|jiej^|}|,;^;,r^^]^^o^^^(^,%om

1^ l}}fflifffe?t^;8 y/^M .9him .Josqsoi^ W8 xni e.SI :n9mi03q8

io ^-m?^ Msi^^in^Rf^Wi^^'iS^m- :kL9hia3'i hi^nnm-ieq riomraoo is ai

j^^./The Forster.'s Tern, is. a ^y^ry iraj?^) sj^ingflnii^pa^t ;/^itlyut^0j ;recbi:#

exist during recent years at Hj5o,y^^s •I>ak€Si anjiiM && ^^ffijgiiioaadB

on May 30, 1960, and ? May 1961, respectiyQly.
j^^^.^^,^ wMibhwoV^)

J [Hydmprogne m^^iai Qb&]^^^^ rni Q.21 ,88iriT ismmioeq^
{{;^.[rhis large tern is a rare irregular fah visitor, Th^-sp^cie^ was 'l&st

jj&ported in Jackson Count}? at Fish Lake where two adults were seen

i$P-ij^yiyif'^% iMllvM^mi^'^ic^QiM^^^^s, r A96:l ::488). ^fT'licee'iMheijs : were
^observed at Emigrant %§<^yF<^oijHf^iWiJ9S9jxmdi X^Tilhjaiiiisfinfeia^

Agate Reservoir in fall,; 1.97ft.) j^. bna .^la^l nriA xaoK no sn ilsYr &r.

Chlidonias niger. Black Tern.sYoO vbjsdS ban ,^OQqaoi*I ^'liovissail

This dark tern is an uncommon spring and summer visitor on ponds
in the Whitie €!jty-area. Earliest, mid-May. This spepies formerly bred

afeHoover's Lak^,^(^|^e,^^§-^|?p^s.(HI,) saei ,11 ^uM ,892[uJ

gr^rSynthliboramphus antiquum^ Ancient Murrelet. :-,/0 ^abNoriuQ o/iT

yc^peciniepi ] Me^df,Qrd„ ,i\;aile^ .JTO^er plumage, M®"4bi^^qliQM • -AfJ^i^

4|^ij^l.},.^j^r>i^cjgi|tffl^d^aufr^,t i^^Jinown onlydron^ tl^O^/afb^vetireqdM

{(Browning 1972). Jewett (1951) cites a specimen of dtsteLSjpeeiess, taken

at Bend (Deschutes County) on November 18, 1950.
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Columba fasciata. Band-tailed Pigeon.

Specimens: Two females, 12.9 km SW Prospect, September 15, 1948.

The Band-tailed Pigeon is a fairly common migrant in the Mixed
Conifer Forest area. The species probably breeds in the county. Band-
tailed Pigeons have been reported twice in winter.

Zenaida macroura. Mourning Dove.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, sex ?, September 11, 1959;

Medford, male, June 14, 1970. The Mourning Dove is an abundant

permanent resident and breeding species throughout Jackson County
in the Chaparral-Oak Community.

Tyto alba. Barn Owl.

Specimens: Several from various localities and dates. The Barn Owl
is an uncommon permanent resident. The species has been reported

only from the Rogue River Valley below Prospect and from Bear

Creek Valley, although it probably occurs and breeds elsewhere in

the county,

Otus asio. Screech Owl.

Specimens: 17.7 km NW Prospect, male. May 10, 1959; 12.9 km SW
Prospect, female, January 17, 1952. This owl is a fairly common
permanent resident in the Chaparral-Oak Community and Mixed
Conifer Forest, but more common in the former in the valley foothills.

Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) list a Screech Owl taken at Eagle

Point on March 21, 1925.

Bubo virginianus. Great Horned Owl.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, May 3, 1935. This large owl

is a common permanent resident occurring throughout most of

Jackson County, especially in the margins of the Chaparral-Oak

Community and Mixed Conifer Forest.

Glaucidium gnoma. Pygmy Owl.

Specimens: Three, 12.9 km SW Prospect, female, November 11,

1959; male, November 14, 1951; male, December 7, 1947. This small

owl is an uncommon permanent resident in the Mixed Conifer Forest

and Chaparral-Oak Community. The Pygmy Owl has been seen in

various localities in the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys

as well as on Roxy Ann Peak, and at Oregon Switzerland, Gardner

Reservoir, Prospect, and Shady Cove.

Speotyto cunicularia. Burrowing Owl.

Photographs : Several, different months, E Medford (DT) ; Hoover's

Lakes, May 11, 1963 (JH) ; White City, January 12, 1963 (JH).

The Burrowing Owl formerly bred throughout the county in openings

of the Chaparral-Oak Community in the Lower Rogue River Valley.

The species was a common breeding species in the Medford-White

City area during the 1920's and 1930's (Carl Richardson, personal
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Cpmmiimcation)
.
Presently, this owl is, Goo^sidere^r^prar^rjp^itpFiin

feW]^?,City-Agate Reservoir ^re^ _;,,^^^ :^ 3,,,T i,aa
Strix n4yiQm-!(Qf&&t^Qv$'JlQM,9M fiP. IhqA .iesihB^ .vtlrmramoO
This large owl i^uncommoji in. Jackson Connty. Je\fett {in Gabriel-

~§^' ^§?iy .^^?^:flt?ryj-9lii,3|>pdmenin a Medfor^ s^or^.on December 14,

^^f?^^'!')?'?-^: ^^§n^9tM %Q? ,|.axiderniist tha,t,-he;;h^d niounted thre^
Great Gray Owls froni near Prospect in the^ winter of ,1917. StevensonJ

B^li^^^S^. 0^38;^ sf^ojjie 11.3 km east of ^il^hUndr on. jBeeember 1%-

IWl f'ft^ (^^ r^oW^6/,9f, Me^^ford during the -i^t^^'^g^JjiT^fYPecembe
i,^^&. .Oi>^ Great Gray Owl was seen ne^r the town of Rogue Riveig
on Foots Creek on January 26,^ 1959 (Alderson 1960). This species

^jmfrf^^f?f^^??^^®^^^l^^[^fef
^^ Klamath (Iflamath Couiat^).

,jg^iie ivong-eared Owl is a-rery rare winter visitor known only fromr
f^^ingle sight record in eastern Medford, on December 29, 1964, during
^,\^nugu4 ,9914 periqd ^n
^95^^isQwras wintering sparingly ifef^Jfrn^ego^r^^ bavisado
jg94M0:^a;>i?>^eus. Short-eared Owl. •;{? ^riiij-jb ipmo'i 'islinoO bsxlM
A T^^C^^rfe^^^i Q^rlk &©umio@iftmQa;winter/vi€t0i ih-ith^'Mfid&ajdr^

Mfei-te f€ity ariea,rmost oftefi observed at Hoover's Lakes. The largesfa

fgn^entratipn, of
:

this species was nine at Hoover's Jjiifeesuon January ^,)

1965 (Aud. Field Notes 1965:411). Qa^ielsijnlKl&l^oGiitfe.ojienShoKte
eared Owl seen by- JewBtt ''near ^^^f^i^l^Pq^^p^^^,,!^^
B A^gQlm amdifiu^, Sa^v-whetiQfflLs s-un q a ini&gmmmud aixIT

noS#e§i^gns.):PllQ^e$%finrmfe^aJainJiJ^y,^^^^^^^^ Md
ewnmon permanent resident thatrj-probablyacdui^^ikMierever: there- is.

c/)Rifer;fpi:€gt. ,Spefiini,e]M,M^ ^tMircnalJ&efeQi^
"^drljJej^e-ltACrijg^O^it [qqI I jio?.hEqmoD -Lol Jnoes'iq 9197/ ab'nd:§rfim

-bi?MIatfio_^tt7daiia>M^to//iiJ:/Eo0r-^viMfinoila9jjp sib §imo^ ba^ sglEingi

br^pefciKienuf Pikjspectp letode, -'Andgxm^^^5,^im0. ^tMm^mrjMl iw ^Mi
aacommonl g«atom6ri0iiTesidentia:£i Jth© Chaparral^Oak Gtamtaiunityl-
especially at Roxy Ann Peak. Adults were reported ieedMpyh-&&g'm^
Roxy Ann (at 762 m) on ,July :20, 197 J. .The species is .occasionally

^Sgry^d jif{i;±|]|.,G.|^J\^^dford a^ and jewett
(-^910) took, ,^:,specimen, qn:,J,une. ,^l,,jl|3^^ at,;Brq^|is^Q5P,ri;§-bQ9t.lfM

^&M I]aglq|^3.int^<an4:fqyi:sider this species a.regular summer residerrt
in the eastern part of JacksQii,GGUnty and, "probably other parts
of the Rogue River Valley." . r •

^ tt , rr* '•
. \^

^, , ., .
jno-smrarar/H 8*n9lIA .mz^2, ginoAcr8»b?*

^iQ^fiordeiles minor. Common Nighthawk. .,: ,,^,,1^,^ ifdn'oorii via- i
IfiSpecmren; l?,9'km^SW Prospect/ maje,^i:f^{,^||, .^9^^^;;^
^pwm^?, mw^^.w^^m^mw^ptWi]F^^M ,throj4g|Qi^t ^^^ph^i^^vr^^

I960.
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Chaetura vauxi. Vaux's Swift.

The Vaux's Swift is a common summer resident in Mixed Conifer

and True Fir forests. Migrant swifts occur in the Chaparral-Oak

Community. Earliest, April 30, Medford; latest, September.

Archilochus alexandri. Black-chinned Hummingbird.

This hummingbird is an uncommon regular summer visitor, re-

ported only from near Shady Cove since 1968. Earliest, March 26;

latest August 15. Several pairs of Black-chinned Hummingbirds were

reported in June 1970 and a young male was sighted July 25, 1970

(Aud. Field Notes 1970:710). Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) list three

specimens taken in Oregon during June (1915, 1919, and 1925).

Calypte anna. Anna's Hummingbird.
Specimen: Central Point, sex ?, March 19, 1972. The Anna's

Hummingbird is an irregular and rare winter visitor and a regular

uncommon summer visitor in the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek

valleys. A male at Ashland on December 21, 1958 (Aud. Field Notes

1960:335) was the first Jackson County record. This species has been

observed at the Star Ranger Station on the Applegate River in

Mixed Conifer Forest during the spring and summer. The latest

summer record is July 7, near Shady Cove in Chaparral-Oak. A
male was collected at Brookings (Curry County) on March ^1, 1966

(Browning and English 1967a). Zimmerman (1973) reviews recent

distributional records of the species.

Selasphorus platycercus. Broad-taUed Hummingbird.

This hummingbird is a rare summer visitor reported only at a

bird feeder near Shady Cove. Both males and females have been

observed since 1968 during May and a young bird was reported on

July 25, 1970. Although female Rufous, Allen's, and Calliope hum-
mingbirds were present for comparison, I feel that the records of

females and young are questionable. No recent records of the Broad-

tailed Hummingbird exist elsewhere in Oregon. Gabrielson and

Jewett (1940) consider it to be a rare summer visitor to extreme

eastern Oregon.

Selasphorus rufus. Rufous Hummingbird.
Specimen: Medford, sex ?, April 19, 1965. This species is a common

summer resident, breeding throughout most of the county. Earliest,

February 23, Gold Ray Dam; latest, October 25, Medford. Most

individuals leave by the end of September.

Selasphorus sasin. Allen's Hummingbird.
A rare irregular summer visitor, Allen's Hummingbirds have been

observed at Medford in April, at Shady Cove in May and July, at

Talent in June, and at Phoenix in July and August. Earliest, April 1

;

latest, August 12. One was seen north of Brookings on April 12, 1969
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{Aud. Field Notes 1969:617) and one was observed at Crater Lake
National Park (Klamath Count}^ on July 6, 1964 (Browning 1966a).

Stellula calliope. Calliope Hummingbird.
Specimen: Ashland, sex ?, May 12, 1965. This small hummingbird is

a common to fairly common valley migrant, and a fairly common
breeding bird in the Cascade and Siskij^ou mountains. Earliest, April

30, Ashland ; latest, late September, Jackson County.

Megaceryle alcyon. Belted Kingfisher.

Specimens: Two males, 12.9 km SW Prospect, March 28, 1961, and

December 16, 1959. The Belted Kingfisher is a fairly common per-

manent resident in the Chaparral-Oak Community and higher eleva-

tioni along the major tributaries of the Rogue River.

Colaptes auratus {auratus group) Common Flicker.

This group includes birds with yellow wing shafts. Specimen: 4.8 km
SE Ashland, female, December 23, 1967. Birds of the auratus group

are very rare; only one sight record, 3.2 km north of Talent during

February 1962 (Browning 1966a), in addition to the specimen cited.

Giles (1958) observed one on May 1, 1957, at Lower Klamath Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge, Siskiyou County, California. Identifiable re-

mains of a yellow-shafted bird were found on March 22, 1966, near

Brookings, Curry County (Bro^vning and English 1967b).

Colaptes auratus icafer group) Common Flicker.

This group includes birds with red wing shafts. Specimens: Two
females, 12.9 km SW Prospect, January 29, 1947, and April 8, 1946;

9.7 km N Prospect, male, April 18, 1935. Birds of the cajer group are

common permanent residents throughout the county below the conif-

erous forests and may also be found at higher elevations during

summer months where deciduous growth occurs.

Hybrids between the cajer and auratus groups have occurred rarely

in Jackson County. Specimen: 9.7 km N Prospect, male, April 18,

1935. Photograph: Talent, November 6, 1961 (DT) . Browning (1966a)

reports records from Talent on November 6, 1961, from Medford on

February 1, 1964, and two records at Phoenix on December 14 to 22,

1964, and October 11, 1965.

Dryocopus pileatus. Pileated Woodpecker.

Specimens: Two, 12.9 km SW Prospect, female, February 21, 1946;

male, January 17, 1946. This large woodpecker is an uncommon per-

manent resident in the Mixed Conifer Forest and is rare at lower

elevations.

Melanerpes Jormicimrus. Acorn Woodpecker.

Specimens: Male and female, 17.7 km SW Prospect, April 20,

1949; NW Medford, female. May 9, 1971; 8.0 km W Butte Falls,

male. May 14, 1971. The Acorn Woodpecker is a fairly common

569-322 O - 75
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permanent resident in the Chaparral-Oak Community, especially the

Lower Rogue E,i\cer and Bear Creek valleys.

Asyndesmus lewis. Lewis' Woodpecker.

Specimens: Eight specimens from areas southwest of Prospect, col-

lected during September of different years; 20.9 km N Medford, male,

May 5, 1961. The Lewis' Woodpecker is a fairly common summer
resident of the Chaparral-Oak Community and lower elevations of the

Mixed Conifer Forest. The species is a common winter resident, the

numbers varying from year to year during this season. It has been

recorded on 10 of 13 Medford CBCs averaging 27 individuals per

count; 145 were recorded on the December 30, 1965, count.

Sphyrapicus varius. Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.

Specimens: Eight specimens from 12.9 km SW Prospect, taken in

various months and years. This sapsucker is a fairly common per-

manent resident throughout Jackson County.

Sphyrapicus thyroideus. Williamson's Sapsucker.

Rare. This sapsucker is known in Jackson County from two sight

records and a specimen cited by Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) taken

in the Siskiyou Mountains south of Ashland. An individual was ob-

served near Howard Prairie Reservoir on September 8, 1958, and one

was seen in the Siskiyou Mountains near the town of Siskiyou on

May 30, 1960. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) consider this species to

be a summer resident of the summit and eastern slope of the Cascade

Mountains. It may breed in the pine forests of the Cascade and

Siskiyou mountains.

Dendrocopos villosus. Hairy Woodpecker.

Specimens: Seven specimens from the Prospect area from different

months and years. The Hairy Woodpecker is an uncommon to fairly

common permanent resident throughout most of the county. Gabriel-

son and Jewett (1940) give summer records from Butte Falls, Rustler

Peak (1,892 km), Brownsboro, Four-mile Lake (Klamath County),

and the Rogue River.

Dendrocopos pubescens. Downy Woodpecker.

Specimens: Eagle Point, male, February 10, 1926; 12.9 km SW
Prospect, male, December 16, 1932. This small woodpecker is a fairly

common permanent resident of the Rogue River and Bear Creek

valleys and foothill stream valleys. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) list

a specimen taken at Medford May 21, 1919.

Dendrocopos nutiallii. Nuttall's Woodpecker.

This woodpecker is known to Jackson County only by the collection

of a male and female in the vicinity of Ashland on February 3, and

February 4, 1881 (Short 1965). Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) cite a

specimen taken in the Umpqua Valley in August 1855, and these
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authors suggest that it is possible that this species may occur in

southern Oregon near the California-Oregon State line. The A.O.U.

Check-list (1957:328) gives southern Humboldt County, California, as

the species' northern limit.

Dendrocopos albolarvatus. White-headed Woodpecker.

The White-headed Woodpecker is a rare permanent resident. There

are two summer records in Jackson County: One was seen in Mixed

Conifer Forest between Fish Lake and Willow Creek Reservoir on

July 19, 1961, and one was observed chasing a Yellow-bellied Sap-

sucker in a ponderosa pine forest near Jenny Creek (extreme south-

eastern part of the county) on June 16, 1967. Stevenson and Fitch

(1933) saw a male on December 16, 1932, in yellow pine at Lake of

the Woods in the Cascade Mountains. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)

reported this species in mixed yellow pine and oak in northern Jackson

County in the vicinity of Crater Lake National Park (probably

north of Union Creek), the Siskiyou Mountains, and Rustler Peak

(Cascade Mountains). Farner (1952) considers this woodpecker to

be a rare summer resident in Crater National Park.

Picoides arcticus. Black-backed Three-toed Woodpecker.

Specimen: 16.1 km E and 4.8 km N Ashland, male, May 1, 1960.

The only recent records of this rare species are from Gardner Reservoir

and near Wagner Butte (1,829 m) where one individual was seen on

June 11, 1956, and March 15, 1961, respectively. Gabrielson and

Jewett (1940) list the summit and western slope of the Cascades,

and the Siskiyou Mountains in Jackson County as part of this wood-

pecker's permanent range.

Picoides tridactylus. Northern Three-toed Woodpecker.

The Northern Three-toed Woodpecker is rare and is known from

two sight records. One was observed near Mount Ashland on May 18,

1962, and one on the northern slope of Roxy Ann Peak on December

28, 1962. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) list the Canadian Life Zone

(=True Fir Forest?) of the Siskiyou Mountains for this species'

range and consider it a permanent resident.

Tyrannus tyrannus. Eastern Kingbird.

This species is an occasional rare summer resident in the Hoover's

Lakes area. Two Eastern Kingbirds were seen there on June 25, 1959,

one on June 6, 1960, one May 27, 1961, and one May 30, 1962. A
pair was reported near Ashland during June 1964. Gabrielson and

Jewett (1940) consider this kingbird to be a common summer resident

east of the Cascades.

Tyrannus verticalis. Western Kingbird.

Specimen: 19.3 km N Medford, male. May 5, 1961. The Western

Kingbird is a common summer resident and breeding species in the
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Chaparral-Oak Community. Earliest, April 17, Phoenix; latest, about

late August. An extremely late bird was seen on November 14 at

Talent.

Myiarchus cinearascens. Ash-throated Flycatcher.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, sex ?, June 18, 1960. This fly-

catcher is a common summer resident occurring along valley streams

and foothills up to about 762 m. Earliest, May 4, Little Butte Creek

(near Eagle Point); latest, mid-September, Medford.

Sayornis nigricans. Black Phoebe.

Photographs: Applegate River near Euch, June 19, 1963 (DT)

;

same location, July 1963 (JH). This phoebe is a rare regular summer
resident. A pair of Black Phoebes was discovered nesting under a

bridge near the Applegate River not far from Ruch in 1953, and a

pair has been observed nesting there annually to this date. Richardson

and Sturges (1964) discuss records from Medford, Ashland, and Grants

Pass (Josephine County). Evenden et al. (1947) report a sight record

of one from Linn County on May 24, 1936, and Jewett (1942) reports

the only Oregon specimen, which was collected at Mercer (Lane

County) June 1, 1936. Earlier records are discussed by Gabrielson

and Jewett (1940:605), who placed the Black Phoebe on the Oregon

hypothetical list. The earliest normal date for Jackson County is

February 14; latest, September 4, both on the Applegate River near

Ruch. Single nonbreeding birds have been observed at Ashland on

March 26, 1962, at Trail during most of October 1964, and near Talent

in March and May 1971. One was observed near Gold Ray Dam on

Bear Creek on January 2 and 3, 1971.

Sayornis saya. Say's Phoebe.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, female, March 7, 1947. The Say's

Phoebe is a winter visitor and spring migrant in the Chaparral-Oak

Community that arrives in late November and leaves in late March.

It is reported infrequently on Medford CBCs in numbers up to three

on any one count.

Empidonax flycatchers.

I have combined the available data of this genus because of the

difficulty of accurately identifying these flycatchers. According to

sight records five species of this genus have occurred in Jackson

County in recent years, most of them regularly. The species reported

are: Empidonax traillii (Willow Flycatcher), E. hammondii (Ham-

mond's), E. oberholseri (Dusky), E. wrightii (Gray), and E. difficilis

(Western). Earliest date for any Empidonax, April 27, Medford;

latest, September 23, Medford. Until an adequate series of specimens

are collected, the status of the species in Jackson County can be only

stated in general terms.
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Contopus sordidulus. Western Wood Pewee.

Specimens : Four, Prospect area. May and June. The Western Wood
Pewee is a common summer resident throughout most of the County
from late April to early September.

Nuttallornis borealis. Olive-sided Flycatcher.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male' and female. May 29, 1947,

and May 20, 1944, respectively. The Olive-sided Flycatcher is a fairly

common to common summer resident in the True Fir Forest, and an
uncommon migrant in the Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys.

Earliest, April 30; latest, mid-September.

Eremophila alpestris. Horned Lark.

The Horned Lark is a fairly common permanent resident in the

White City area. The rocky grassland that Gabrielson and Jewett

(1940) described as habitat for this species east of Medford probably

includes the area north of Medford to White City and east towards

Gardner Reservoir.

Tachycineta thalassina. Violet-green Swallow.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, female, July 18, 1952; N White
City, male, February 27, 1971. This swallow is a very common migrant

and summer resident. The species has been reported breeding at

Payne Cliffs near Tombstone, both Table Rocks, and Pompadour
Bluffs. Earliest, February 11, Game Ponds; latest, October 7, Medford.

Iridoprocne bicolor. Tree Swallow.

The Tree Swallow is a very common migrant and summer resident,

breeding throughout most of the county. Earliest, February 7, Game
Ponds; latest, October 4, Medford. Spring migrants often use Bear

Creek as a flyway, and as many as several thousand may be seen

daily in early April. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) report that there

was a colony utilizing dead trees drowned by the newly formed Fish

Lake. The dead snags have subsequently been removed from reser-

voirs (see Purple Martin account).

Riparia riparia. Bank Swallow.

The Bank Swallow is an uncommon summer resident reported as a

migrant from Medford, Phoenix, Ashland, Prospect, and Trail. A
breeding colony of six individuals was discovered at McCloud on the

Rogue River throughout the spring of 1963. To my knowledge there

is only one published record of this species breeding in Oregon west

of the Cascades (Gabrielson and Jewett 1940).

Stelgidopteryx ruficollis. Rough-winged Swallow.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, female. May 19, 1947. The
Rough-winged Swallow is an uncommon summer resident and mi-

grant. It is slightly more abundant and more widely distributed

than the Bank Swallow. This swallow breeds along streams below
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610 m where soft sandy stream banks are to be found. Earliest ar-

rival February 24, Phoenix; latest departure, September 28, Medford.

Hirundo rustica. Barn Swallow.

This fork-tailed species is a fairly common migrant and summer
resident in the Chaparral-Oak Community and Mixed Forest below

914 m. Earliest, April 6, Medford; latest, October 10, Medford.

During the breeding season single pairs may be found nesting under

almost every one of the many irrigation bridges scattered throughout

the lower elevations of Jackson County.

Petrochelidon pyrrhonota. Cliff Swallow.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, two females. May 5 and 19,

1947. This species is a common migrant and summer resident. Earliest,

March 23, Game Ponds; latest, mid-September. The Cliff Swallow

breeds on cliff faces and barns, probably throughout the Chaparral-

Oak Community and Mixed Conifer Forest below about 914 m.

Progne subis. Purple Martin.

This species is an uncommon summer resident that formerly nested

in dead snags on the shore of Hyatt Reservoir until the snags were

removed about 1960. The Purple Martin is occasionally observed

during summer at Howard Prairie Reservoir where it is thought to

breed. Migrants are occasionally observed at lower elevations. Earli-

est, April 25, Shady Cove; latest, probably September.

Perisoreus canadensis. Gray Jay.

The Gray Jay is an uncommon permanent resident in the Mixed

Conifer and True Fir forests of the Cascade and Siskiyou mountains.

The only known breeding record of the Gray Jay in Jackson County

is from Fish Lake where an adult was observed feeding fledged young

in August 1967. It occurs at lower elevations during winter.

Cyanocitta stelleri. Steller's Jay.

Specimens: Six, 12.9 km SW Prospect, both sexes, January, Febru-

ary, May, October, and December. This jay is a fairly common
permanent resident throughout Mixed Conifer Forest and low eleva-

tions in True Fir Forest. The Steller's Jay has been found breeding

as low as 594 m at Ashland. This species is an uncommon winter

resident in the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys.

Aphelocoma coerulescens. Scrub Jay.

Specimens: Ashland, male and female, November 1, 1964. The

Scrub Jay is a common permanent resident in the Chaparral-Oak

Community and Mixed Conifer Forest below 914 m. It breeds through-

out its range.

Pica pica. Black-billed Magpie.

Photograph: Ashland, one bird, May 30, 1963 (DT). An irregular

visitor, small numbers of the Black-billed Magpie occur near
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Pompadour Bluffs in summer. Six were at Ashland on November 20,

1960, and two were reported on a Medford CBC {Aud. Field Notes

1962:276) on December 28, 1961. The species is also occasionally seen

on the west slope of Baldy during the summer. It possibly breeds in

the extreme southeastern part of the county.

Corvus corax. Common Raven.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, sex?, November 16, 1955. The
Common Raven is an uncommon permanent resident in the Mixed
Conifer Forest. Ravens have been seen at Union Creek, Butte Falls

(on Big Butte Creek, 773 m), and at Howard Prairie and Willow

Creek reservoirs.

Corvus brachyrhynchos. Common Crow.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, April 1, 1954. The Common
crow is an uncommon permanent resident throughout Jackson County,

except in coniferous forests where it is rare. Crows are most commonly
observed in the foothills of the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek

valleys and foothills east of Ashland.

Nucifraga columhiana. Clark's Nutcracker.

Specimens: 19.3 km NE Trail, male, date?; Mount Ashland, male,

July 2, 1962. The species is an uncommon permanent resident in the

Cascade and Siskiyou mountains. Browning (1966a) discusses sum-

mer records from the Siskiyou Mountains near Mount Ashland,

including a sight record of a pair with one fledgling seen on July 25,

1965, at about 2,134 m. All reports of this species are from areas above

1,829 m.

Parus atricapillus. Black-capped Chickadee.

Specimen: 3.2 km S Medford, male. May 24, 1969. This chickadee

is a common permanent resident that is most often found in the

Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys.

Parus gambeli. Mountain Chickadee.

Specimen: 4.8 km SW Ashland, male, November 23, 1969. The

Mountain Chickadee is a permanent resident in the county. It breeds

in Mixed Conifer and True Fir forests above about 1,067 m. The

species winters sparingly in the Rogue River and Bear Creek foothills.

Parus rufescens. Chestnut-backed Chickadee.

Specimens: Four from near Prospect, both sexes, two taken in

March, one in February, and one in November. This chickadee is an

uncommon permanent resident in the True Fir Forest and to about

1,067 m in the Mixed Conifer Forest. The Chestnut-backed Chickadee

winters sparingly in the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys

and foothills.
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Parus inornatus. Plain Titmouse.

Specimen: 13.7 km SW Prospect, female, January 10, 1959. The
Plain Titmouse is a common permanent resident in the Chaparral-

Oak Community.

Psaltriparus minimus. Bushtit.

Specimens: 4.8 km NE Ashland near Emigrant Reservoir, male,

May 30, 1970. The Bushtit is a very common resident in the Chapar-
ral-Oak Community of the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek vallej^s.

The species remains in flocks during winter, dispersing into pairs by
April.

Sitta carolinensis. White-breasted Nuthatch.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, sex ?, January 11, 1935; 17.7 km
SW Prospect, sex ?, February 10, 1948; Ashland, female, January 8,

1968; S side Emigrant Reservoir, female, March 24, 1970. This

nuthatch is a common to fairly common permanent resident that

breeds throughout most of Jackson County below 1,219 m in oaks

and Mixed Conifer Forest. It has been found nesting (eggs) as early

as April 29, at Larson Creek.

Sitta canadensis. Red-breasted Nuthatch.

Specimens: Three from near Prospect, both sexes, March and
December. The Red-breasted Nuthatch is an uncommon to fairly

common permanent resident of the True Fir Forest and winters to

the valley foothills.

Sitta pygmea. Pygmy Nuthatch.

This small nuthatch is a rare winter visitor known to have occurred

twice in the Lower Bear Creek Valley. The first record of the Pygmy
Nuthatch in Jackson County was of five reported on a Medford
CBC on December 28, 1953 {Aud. Field Notes 1954:211): one was
seen December 30, 1958, on a Medford CBC (Aud. Field Notes

1959:243). Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) state they have commonly

(italics mine) found this species in eastern Jackson County.

Certhia jamiliaris. Brown Creeper.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, sex ?, November 28, 1951;

Spring Creek (extreme SE Jackson County), male, June 13, 1967.

The Brown Creeper is a fairly common breeding bird probably

occurring throughout the conifer forests of the county, at least in

the Cascade Mountains. This species winters throughout its breeding

range and to the valley floor.

Chamaea fasciata. Wrentit.

The Wrentit is an uncommon permanent resident. Gabrielson

(1931) reported several colonies of the Wrentit from the Rogue

River Valley. Stevenson and Fitch (1933) reported a breeding colony

of this species 11.3 km north of Medford. Presently, the Wrentit is
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known to breed in the foothills in Chaparral-Oak Community south

of Ashland. Occasionall}^ it is observed on Roxy Ann Peak and in

the foothills west of Medford.

Cinclus mexicanus. Dipper.

Specimens: Prospect, female, March 10, 1935; 12.9 km SW Prospect,

male, January 9, 1935. The Dipper is a fairly common resident

frequenting mountain streams throughout most of the county except

in the Chaparral-Oak Community of the Lower Rogue River and
Bear Creek valleys.

Troglodytes aedon. House Wren.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, April 30, 1947; 9.7 km SW
Prospect, male, April 26, 1944. The House Wren is a common summer
resident. This wren breeds throughout the county, but more fre-

quently it is found in the valley foothills and mountains in Mixed
Conifer Forest. Earliest, April 26, near Prospect; probably leaves

by late September or early October.

Troglodytes troglodytes. Winter Wren.

Specimens: Prospect, two males, September 15, 1934, and De-

cember 26, 1933. This small wren is a fairly common permanent

resident in the True Fir Forest that may be found in the valley

areas in winter where it often frequents riparian understory.

Thryomanes bewickii. Bewick's Wren.

The Bewick's Wren is a common permanent resident that is most

often found in the Chaparral-Oak Community of Jackson County.

Telmatodytes palustrts. Long-billed Marsh Wren.

Specimen: NE Medford, male, January 1971. Until recent years this

marsh wren was considered a rare winter visitor. This wren has been

considered common since the fall of 1963 and is regularly found in

marsh habitat of the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys. It

has been observed at the Game Ponds as late as June. Singing and

territorial disputes at the latter location have been observed, although

breeding has not been confirmed.

Catherpes mexicanus. Canon Wren.

Specimen: Jenny Creek, extreme SE Jackson Countj^, female,

May 28, 1966. The Canon Wren is an uncommon breeding bird in the

county. All sight records of the species have been made in the eastern

part of Jackson County. It has been observed on occasion at Fish

Lake and once during August at Grizzly Creek (near Fish Lake) . The

female taken on May 28, 1966, was in breeding condition and was

observed carrying food to a rimrock crack. Gabrielson and Jewett

(1940) state that this wren crosses the Cascade Mountains to Jackson

County and list a male taken at Ashland on February 21, 1924.
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Salpinctes obsoletus. Rock Wren.
Specimen: 1.6 km E Prospect, male, April 2, 1947. The Rock Wren

is a fairly common summer resident and breeding bird at Pompadour
Bluffs, both Table Rocks, and possibly elsewhere in similar habitat,

although there are only two records of this species in other areas.

One was observed at Ashland on February 10, 1964, and one at Emi-
grant Reservoir April 18, 1964.

Mimus polyglottos. Mockingbird.

Rare. Single individuals have been reported at Medford in 1958

and 1961-63 in March, April, November, and December, in 1970 in

February through mid-March and May, at Phoenix in April 1963,

and at Ashland in February 1965. Hyde (1940) reported one seen at

Burns on May 25, 1940, and Sooter (1941) lists two from Malheur
National Wildlife Refuge (Harney County) seen on July 25, and
August 23, 1940. Fender (1951) and Walker (1955) report spring

records from McMinnville and Nehalm Bay in western Oregon.

Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) give the Steens Mountains (Harney
County) as the known range in Oregon.

Toxostoma redivivum. California Thrasher.

Accidental. One stayed near a feeder 8.1 km west of JVledford

(Chaparral-Oak) from July 24 to October 20, 1967, and a bird was
seen at the same feeder on February 4 to 25, 1968. The A.O.U. Check-

list (1957) gives southern Humboldt, Trinity, and Shasta counties,

California, as the northern limit of this species' range.

Toxostoma lecontei. Le Conte's Thrasher.

Accidental. One Le Conte's Thrasher was observed on the western

slope of Pilot Rock (about 19.3 km southeast of Ashland) at 1,524 m
in the Siskiyou Mountains on July 29, 1966, by three persons (Aud.

Field Notes 1966:594). Central California is this species' northern

range limit (A.Q.U. 1957:428).

Turdus migratorius. American Robin.

Specimens: Several from various localities and dates. The Amer-
ican Robin is a very common permanent resident throughout most
of the county, increasing in numbers during the winter when roosts

are formed. The largest roost reported contained about 30,000 birds

near Gold Ray Dam during 1964-65. Robins breed throughout

most of the county.

Ixoreus naevius. Varied Thrush.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, two males December 1933, one

male November 1934; 19.3 km NE Trail, sex ?, March 10, 1926. The
Varied Thrush is a common to uncommon winter resident that possi-

bly breeds in the Cascades. During winter this thrush frequents the

valley in fluctuating numbers.
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Catharus guttatus. Hermit Thrush.

Specimens: Four specimens from Prospect, two in April, two in

December; both sexes. The Hermit Thrush is a fairly common breed-

ing bird and uncommon winter resident. The species breeds in the

Mixed Conifer and True Fir forests. The lowest elevation for apparent

breeding is indicated by a record of a singing male in Yank Gultch,

southwest of Talent, at 732 m, on June 26, 1960. It arrives n Jackson

County in late April and normally departs in late September.

Catharus fuscescens. Veery.

The Veery is a rare migrant or visitor. The species was first reported

in Jackson County in 1964 when one was observed near Shady Cove

on May 24. One was seen at Talent on May 6, 1964, and one near Shady

Cove May 28-29, 1965. Single birds were reported near Shady Cove

in the summers of 1968, 1969, and 1970. There are several records

from eastern Oregon (Gabrielson and Jewett, 1940).

Sialia mexicana. Western Bluebird.

Specimens: Four of both sexes near Prospect, February and March;

Eagle Point, female, November 26, 1925; 19.3 km NE Trail, male,

March 6, 1926. The Western Bluebird is a common to fairly common

permanent resident. This bluebird frequents oak woodlands and some

open conifer forests of the Chaparral-Oak Community and the Mixed

Conifer Forest. It is most commonly observed in the foothills of the

Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys. Winter populations dur-

ing 1962 were greatly reduced during a week of temperatures near

-17 C.

Sialia currucoides. Mountain Bluebird.

Photographs: White City, February 1962 (JH) ; near Old Military

Bridge, March 17, 1964 (DT). The Mountain Bluebird is an uncom-

mon breeding bird in the True Fir Forest of the Cascade and Siskiyou

mountains. The species is a rare irregular winter visitor to the Lower

Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys.

Myadestes townsendi. Townsend's Solitaire.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, female, April 3, 1947, male

June 30, 1951. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) report numerous records

from the eastern part of the county in the valley foothills. Gabrielson

collected an immature barely able to fly on the western base of Mount

McLoughlin on July 27, 1926. Recent records of this thrush suggest

that it breeds in the high Cascades and probably in the Siskiyou

Mountains of the True Fir Forest. During fall and winter this species

occasionally wanders to the foothills east of Bear Creek, and it has

been reported at Ashland and at Hoover's Lakes in the spring.
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Polioptila caerulea. Blue-gray Gnatcatcher.

Photographs: Roxy Ann Peak, June 1963 (JH) ; June 6, 1963 (DT).

This species has bred in Jackson County for a number of years.

Breeding was confirmed by the location of a nest on Roxy Ann Peak
during the spring of 1963 (Richardson and Sturges 1964). During
that year the nesting pair was unsuccessful in raising young. Since

then, the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher has been observed breeding on
Roxy Ann Peak and near Ashland. Four pairs of gnatcatchers were

observed on Roxy Ann Peak in 1970 and six pairs in 1971 with one

nest found each year. Earliest, May 7, Gardner Reservoir; latest,

June 27, Roxy Ann Peak. Undoubtedly the departure date for this

species is much later than indicated from available observations.

Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) do not list the Blue-gray Gnatcatcher

for Oregon. Pruitt (1950) reports two records from Lane County,

six near Thurston on April 26, 1949, and one at Eugene on May 26 to

June 2, 1949. The normal range of this species extends north to

Trinity and Siskiyou counties, immediately to the south of Jackson

County (A.O.U. 1957:450).

Regulus satrapa. Golden-crowned Kinglet.

Specimen: 19.3 km NE Trail, male, March 7, 1926. The Golden-

crowned Kinglet is a common permanent resident throughout the

True Fir Forest of the county. It is occasionally found in the Lower
Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys during winter.

Regulus calendula. Ruby-crowned Kinglet.

Specimens: Four from near Prospect, both sexes, January and

March. This kinglet is a common permanent resident throughout

most of Jackson County. The species breeds in Mixed Conifer Forest

and possibly True Fir Forest and winters in the low elevations of

the former and the Chaparral-Oak Community.

Anthus spinoletta. Water Pipit.

Specimens: Four taken near Prospect, both sexes, three in March,

one in October. The Water Pipit is a common to fairly common fall

migrant and winter resident. Earliest, July 12, Phoenix; latest, April.

In winter pipits are most often seen at Hoover's Lakes.

Bombycilla garrulus. Bohemian Waxwing.
Specimen: Near Ashland, female. May 13, 1969. This waxwing is a

rare irregular winter visitor to Jackson County with sight records

from Medford in December, January, and February.

Bombycilla cedrorum. Cedar Waxwing.
Specimens: Eight, 12.9 km SW Prospect, both sexes, January,

June, and November. The Cedar Waxwing is a very common and

fairly regular migrant and permanent resident in most of Jackson

County. It is abundant in Bear Creek Valley during some springs.
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Phainopepla nitens. Phainopepla.

Accidental. This species has occurred once in Jackson County where
a bird was observed at Barneburg Hill south of Medford on March 15,

1961 (Browning 1966b). Marshall (1959) collected one Phainopepla

16.1 km north of Frenchglen (Harney County) on May 17, 1957,

apparently the first Oregon specimen.

Lanius excuhitor. Northern Shrike.

Specimen: Central Point, female, January 18, 1970. The Northern
Shrike is a fairly regular winter visitor in the Lower Rogue River

and Bear Creek valleys and foothills. This shrike has been recorded

on 4 of 13 Medford CBCs and the highest count was two individuals.

The species arrives in September and departs in April.

Lanius ludovicianus. Loggerhead Shrike.

This shrike is an uncommon permanent resident of the Lower
Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys; most often seen in winter.

Jewett collected one at Medford on March 19, 1934 (Gabrielson and

Jewett 1940). These authors consider the Loggerhead Shrike to be

rare west of the Cascade Mountains.

Sturnus vulgaris. Starling.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, female, December 26, 1958. The
Startling was first observed in Jackson County on February 8, 1954. It

now breeds throughout the county below 610 m and is considered a

very common breeding species. In winter the population increases in

number when this species is considered a common to abundant winter

resident.

Vireo huttoni. Hutton's Vireo.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, sex ?, December 1, 1948. The
Hutton's Vireo is a rare to common permanent resident. Six eggs of

this vireo and five eggs of Brown-headed Cowbird {Molothrus ater)

were found in a nest near Medford on July 9, 1965. The nest and eggs

are deposited at Southern Oregon College.

Vireo solitarius. Solitary Vireo.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male. May 19, 1944; 17.7 km
SW Prospect, male, May 19, 1947. The Solitary Vireo is a common
summer resident throughout most of the county in Mixed Conifer

Forest along streams. Earliest, March 19, Medford; latest Novem-
ber 11, Phoenix.

Vireo olivaceus. Red-eyed Vireo.

This vireo is a rare and irregular migrant and summer visitor from

May to September (Browning 1966a). Kridler (1965) has records for

May, June, August, and September from southeastern Oregon near

Burns (Harney County). The A.O.U. Check-list (1957) gives northern

Oregon as the southern limit of this vireo's normal range.
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Vireo gilvus. Warbling Vireo.

Specimen: Ashland, male, May 18, 1955. The Warbling Vireo is

a common summer resident in Mixed Conifer Forest throughout the

county. Earliest, April 18, Ashland; latest September 19, Medford.

Mniotilta varia. Black and White Warbler.

This eastern warbler was observed at Talent on October 7, 1963.

Kridler and Marshall (1962) took a female at Malheur National

Wildlife Refuge (Harney County) on September 17, 1960, the first

specimen for Oregon.

Vermivora peregrina. Tennessee Warbler.

Accidental. An immature Tennessee Warbler was observed feeding

with a migrant flock of Orange-crowned (Vermwora celata) and

Wilson's Warblers {Wilsonia pusilla), and Warbling Vireos {Vireo

gilvus) near Shady Cove on September 11, 1969. This species was

reported the same year from Terrace, western British Columbia on

August 14 (Aud, Field Notes 1969:88). Littlefield and Anderson

(1971) list 11 records of the Tennessee Warbler in Oregon; nine have

been recorded at Malheur National Wildlife Refuge (Harney County),

and one from the Wallowa Mountains (northeastern Oregon) in

addition to the Jackson County record. Littlefield and Anderson

(1971) regard the species as an occasional spring and fall migrant in

southeastern Oregon. The Tennessee Warbler is listed as a rare

straggler in eastern Washington (Larrison and Sonnenberg 1968)

with no spring records. In California the species is considered a

regular but rare fall migrant {Aud. Field Notes 1970:94; Am. Birds

1971: 104-105).

Vermivora celata. Orange-crowned Warbler.

Specimens: Four, 12.9 km SW Prospect, both sexes, April and May.
The Orange-crowned Warbler is a regular and common summer resi-

dent and migrant and is a fairly regular winter resident in the Lower

Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys. This warbler has been reported

in the county in almost every month, but is most numerous between

mid-April to late September when it may be found in the Chaparral-

Oak Community. Jewett found it nesting at Goldhill on May 16, 1916

(Gabrielson and Jewett 1940).

Vermivora ruficapilla. Nashville Warbler.

Specimens: Four, SW Prospect, both sexes, April and May. The

Nashville Warbler is a common summer resident in the Mixed Conifer

Forest. Earliest, April 20, Ashland; latest, August 28, Phoenix.

Dendroica petechia. Yellow Warbler.

The Yellow Warbler is a common summer resident throughout most

of Jackson County, especially wooded streams below 914 m. Earliest,

April 28, Pompadour Bluffs; latest, September 17, Medford.
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Dendroica coronata. Yellow-rumped Warbler.

The yellow-throated subspecies, auduboni, and the white-throated

subspecies, coronata, are generally easy to distinguish in the field so

they are treated separately here.

Dendroica coronata coronata. Fairly common migrant and uncom-

mon winter resident. This subspecies is reported most often in the

Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys. Spring migration peaks

from April 1 to 15. One or two nominate coronata are recorded annually

on the Medford CBCs.
Dendroica coronata auduboni. Specimens: Three, 12.9 km SW Pros-

pect, male, April 10, 1946, female April 11, 1946, and male May 29,

1934; 4.8 km N Prospect, female, June 8, 1934. The yellow-throated

subspecies is a fairly common permanent resident that breeds in the

mountains in Mixed Conifer and True Fir forests and winters in the

valley areas. During spring migration the number of birds increases

between April 1 and 15 in the valley.

Dendroica nigrescens. Black-throated Gray Warbler.

Specimen: 3.2 km S Medford, male, May 24, 1969. This mountain

warbler is an uncommon migrant and summer resident. During migra-

tion it may be found throughout the county. In summer it breeds in the

Mixed Conifer Forest of the Cascades and probably the Siskiyou

Mountains. Earliest, March 31 ; latest, October 7, Medford.

Dendroica townsendi. Townsend's Warbler.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, July 23, 1949. The Town-

send's Warbler is an uncommon migrant and winter visitor. There

are only two summer records of this warbler in Jackson County, the

specimen cited and a bird observed on Roxy Ann Peak on August 20,

1961. The latter was probably an early fall migrant. Earliest, April

30, Ashland; latest, October 11, Larson Creek. Wintering birds or

winter visitors have occurred in the Medford area in November,

December, and January.

Dendroica occidentalis. Hermit Warbler.

The Hermit Warbler is an uncommon migrant in the foothills and

mountains that probably breeds in coniferous areas of the county. A
pair nested at Ashland in 1962 at 610 m, far below normal breeding

altitudes. The species arrives in the county in late April and departs in

late August.

Seiurus noveboracensis. Northern Waterthrush.

Accidental. There are two sight records of this warbler in Jackson

County; one was near Shady Cove on May 30, 1964, and one at the

same location on August 16, 1970. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) cite

the first specimen collected in Oregon, a bird at Beaver (Tillamook

County) on August 26, 1931. Kridler (1965) collected a female
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Northern Waterthrush at Malheur National Wildlife Refuge (Harney

County) on May 9, 1961, and another was seen there on December 21,

1963 (Aud. Field Notes 1964:376).

Oporornis tolmiei. MacGillivray's Warbler.

Specimens: Four, 12.9 km SW Prospect, both sexes, various dates

in May; Ashland, male. May 4, 1969. The MacGillivray's Warbler

is a fairly common summer resident throughout most of the county

in brushy areas of the foothills and mountains below 1,219 m. Earliest,

April 19, Medford; the species departs in early October.

Geothlypis trichas. Yellowthroat.

The Yellowthroat is an uncommon migrant and summer resident.

It may be found in suitable habitat below 914 m. Earliest, April 19,

Medford; latest, October 1, Medford.

Icteria virens. Yellow-breasted Chat.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male. May 17, 1947, and sex ?,

June 9, 1947. The chat is a common summer resident along streams

in the Chaparral-Oak Community. Earliest, April 24, Phoenix; latest,

September.

Wilsonia pusiUa. Wilson's Warbler.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, May 6, 1944; Ashland,

male, 1971. This warbler is a common summer resident, breeding in

Mixed Conifer Forest of the Cascade Mountains. Earliest, April 16,

Medford; latest late September, Bear Creek Valley.

Setophaga ruticilla. American Redstart.

The American Redstart is a rare breeding species. A pair with four

young was discovered in deciduous forest along the Rogue River near

Shady Cove on July 2, 1970 (Bertrand et al. 1973). Kridler and

Marshall (1962) report collecting a female at Malheur National Wild-

life Refuge (Harney County) on September 8, 1960. There are two

sight records at Medford; a male and female in May 1957, and a

male in May 1962. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) consider the red-

start to be a casual migrant and possible summer resident of the Blue

Mountain district of northeastern Oregon.

Passer domesticus . House Sparrow.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, April 16, 1951; Ashland,

female, February 5, 1961. This species is a common permanent resi-

dent throughout Jackson County near human dwellings.

Sturnella neglecta. Western Meadowlark.

Specimens: Agate Desert near White City, male, December 30,

1934; 12.9 km SW Prospect, April 15, 1949. The Western Meadow-
lark is a very common permanent resident throughout the Chaparral-

Oak Community. A few birds occur in the open grasslands of the

Mixed Conifer Forest below 762 m.
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Xanthocephalus xanthocephalus. Yellow-headed Blackbird.

This blackbird is an uncommon summer resident and occasional

winter visitor near White City. Two to five pairs of the species breed

at the Game Ponds. It probably breeds at nearby Hoover's Lakes.

Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) consider the species to be an irregular

visitor west of the Cascades.

Agelaius phoeniceus. Red-winged Blackbird.

Specimens : Four, near Prospect, both sexes, March, April, May, and
August. The Red-winged Blackbird is a very common permanent
resident below 762 m. The species breeds along the Lower Rogue
River and Bear Creek and tributaries and marsh edges of ponds and
valley reservoirs. It is an abundant winter resident in the valley floor.

Agelaius tricolor. Tricolored Blackbird.

Specimens: Six, 1.6 km NW White City, three males and three

females, June 2, 1960. The Tricolored Blackbird was formerly thought

to be found in Oregon only in Klamath County (Gabrielson and

Jewett 1940). In the summer of 1956 Richardson (1961) saw 15 to

20 in Medford and in May 1957 he saw several hundred 4.8 km east

of Medford. Thomas McCamant discovered the species nesting east

of Central Point on June 2, 1958 (Aud. Field Notes 1958:379).

Richardson (1961) collected three nests with three eggs each, and

also the three males and three females cited. The marsh at the White

City collection locality was drained in 1961, but a colony was located

1.6 km east of Eagle Point (Richardson and Sturges 1964). On the

basis of these records and winter occurrences, the Tricolored Blackbird

is now considered a very common local permanent resident in Jackson

County.

Icterus cucullatus. Hooded Oriole.

Accidental. Two adult males with an immature or adult female

were seen at Ashland on May 15, 1963, and a male and female were

observed south of Ruch on October 1, 1964 (Browning 1966b). A
female was reported at Malheur National Wildlife Refuge (Harney

County) on May 29, 1964 {Aud. Field Notes 1964:475) and a male was

observed at the south jetty of the Columbia River on April 26,

1969 (Aud. Field Notes 1969:618). The A.O.U. Check-list (1957) gives

central California as the Hooded Oriole's northern range limit.

Icterus galbula. Northern Oriole.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, sex ?, April 29, 1959; Roxy Ann
Peak, male. May 10, 1970. The Northern Oriole is a common migrant

and breeding species in the Chaparral-Oak Community. Earliest,

March 22, Medford; latest, October 29, Medford.
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Ewphagus cyanocephalus. Brewer's Blackbird.

Specimens: Two, 1.6 km E Prospect, female, April 12, 1947, and

male, March 29, 1947; 9.7 km N Prospect, female, April 27, 1935;

Ashland, two males. May 7 and 25, 1968. This blackbird is a very-

common permanent resident and breeding species in the Chaparral-

Oak Community and Mixed Conifer Forest.

Molothrus ater. Brown-headed Cowbird.

Specimens: Four, 12.9 km SW Prospect, both sexes, in May, June,

and July. The Brown-headed Cowbird is a fairly common summer
resident and an uncommon winter resident in Jackson County. It

occurs with mixed flocks of blackbird species in the valley during

winter. In spring the cowbird population increases and the species

disperse throughout most of the county, especially to the Mixed
Conifer Forest. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) consider the species a

rare straggler to western Oregon on the basis of a specimen collected

in Lane County in 1925 (Jewett 1930) and a specimen collected there

in 1930. Thatcher (1953) collected an immature bird in Medford on

July 11, 1950, and suggested that Jackson County offers a suitable

breeding habitat for the Brown-headed Cowbird. Specimen evidence

and observed territorial displays substantiate this species as a breeding

bird in Jackson County.

Piranga ludoviciana. Western Tanager.

Specimens: Seven, 12.9 km SW Prospect, both sexes, in May, June,

and September. The Western Tanager is a common migrant in the

Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys and common summer
resident in Mixed Conifer and True Fir forests. Earliest, April 9,

Jacksonville; latest September 19, Medford.

Pheucticus melanocephalus. Black-headed Grosbeak.

Specimens: Three, 12.9 km SW Prospect, both sexes. May and

June. This species is a common summer resident in the Lower Rogue

River and Bear Creek valleys; it arrives in early April and departs in

late September. It is fairly common in Mixed Conifer Forest at least

near Ashland and Jacksonville.

Passerina amoena. Lazuli Bunting.

Specimens: 3.2 km SW Prospect, male, June 1, 1935; 12.9 km SW
Prospect, sex ?, June 11, 1946. The Lazuli Bunting is a fairly common
summer resident in the Chaparral-Oak Community. Earliest, April 30,

Larson Creek; latest, early September, Bear Creek Valley.

Hesperiphona vespertina. Evening Grosbeak.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male and female, February 1,

1949; Ashland, male. May 27, 1971. The Evening Grosbeak is a fairly

common permanent resident occurring sporadically throughout most

of Jackson County. The species frequents the Chaparral-Oak Com-
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munity in winter and spring and is occasionally seen in the Cascades

in Mixed Conifer Forest during summer. There is one unconfirmed

report of the Evening Grosbeak breeding in the Siskiyou Mountains

and Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) report a single breeding record from

the western base of Mount McLoughlin.

Carpodacus purpureus. Purple Finch.

Specimens: Ten, near Prospect, both sexes, January, April, May,
and June; Ashland, male, February 9, 1924, female, February 27, 1966.

The Purple Finch is a fairly common permanent resident in the Mixed

Conifer and True Fir forests of the county. It visits low elevations

during winter.

Carpodacus cassinii. Cassin's Finch.

Specimens: Prospect, one male, two females, November 4, 1935.

This finch is a fairly common permanent resident that breeds in the

True Fir Forest of Jackson County, especially in the Cascades. It

visits low elevations during winter.

Carpodacus mexicanus. House Finch.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, sex ?, June 9, 1947. The House

Finch is a common permanent resident in the Chaparral-Oak Com-
munity, decreasing slightly in numbers during winter. It breeds

primarily in residential locations.

Pinicola enucleator. Pine Grosbeak.

The Pine Grosbeak is an irregular and rare spring visitor. This

species has occurred in Jackson County on three occasions: one each

near Howard Prairie Reservoir on May 30, 1960, and on May 30, 1965,

and one was reported east of Mount Ashland on June 30, 1961

(Browning 1966b). Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) consider the species

to be an irregular winter visitor to eastern Oregon.

Leucosticte tephrocotis. Gray-crowned Rosy Finch.

This species possibly breeds on Mount McLoughlin. Vernon

Bailey (in Gabrielson and Jewett 1940) saw a flock of 20 birds above

timberline on Mount McLoughlin between August 23 and 30, 1916.

There are no recent records from the county.

Spinus pinus. Pine Siskin.

Specimens: Two, 12.9 km SW Prospect, females, April 14, 1947, and

May 1, 1946; Ashland, male and female. May 10, 1964. The Pine

Siskin is a common permanent resident in the Mixed Conifer Forest.

It occasionally winters in the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek

valleys and is common there during spring and fall.

Spinus tristis. American Goldfinch.

Specimens: Two, 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, April 21, 1959, female,

May 1, 1947. This goldfinch is a common permanent resident in the
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Chaparral-Oak Community of the county. In winter it may be found

with flocks of Lesser Goldfinches (Spinus psaltria)

.

Spinus psaltria. Lesser Goldfinch.

Specimen: 12.9 km SW Prospect, female, April 21, 1959. The
Lesser Goldfinch is a permanent resident in the Chaparral-Oak

Community of the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys. The
species is slightly less common than the American Goldfinch (Spinus

tristis) . In winter it may be found with flocks of the latter species.

Spinus lawrencei. Lawrence's Goldfinch.

Photograph: Talent, fall 1962 (DT). This species is a very rare

occasional visitor. One bird was captured in Medford on April 20,

1958, and then released and one was seen near Medford on June 7,

1967. The A.O.U. Check-list (1957) gives north-central California as

the northern range limit of this species. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940)

do not list the species for Oregon.

Loxia curvirostra. Red Crossbill.

Specimens: Two, 12.9 km SW Prospect, male and female. May 17,

1946. The Red Crossbill is an occasional winter and spring visitor.

Sight records of the species have been made at Ruch, Trail, Medford,

Gardner Reservoir, Oregon Switzerland, and Prospect. Thirty-nine

individuals were recorded on a Medford CBC on December 27, 1956

(Aud. Field Notes 1957:221).

Chlorura chlorura. Green-tailed Towhee.

This towhee is a fairly common summer resident along the Cascade

summit and east, and in the Siskiyou Mountains in Mixed Conifer

Forest (Pinus ponderosa edge). Earliest, May 3, Larson Creek;

latest, September 23, (Jackson County, in Gabrielson and Jewett

1940).

Pipilo erythrophthalmus. Rufous-sided Towhee.

Specimens: Three, 4.8 km SW Prospect, both sexes, January and

November; 17.7 km SW Prospect, male, April 30, 1949; Table Rock,

male, December 7, 1959; two, near Ashland, both sexes, November 1,

1964. The Rufous-sided Towhee is a common permanent resident in

the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys up to about 762 m,

except in the extreme southeastern portion of the county in the

Chaparral-Oak Community where it is uncommon.

Pipilo Juscus. Brown Towhee.

Specimens: Two, 25.7 km SW Prospect, male, November 13, 1959,

and female, November 11, 1959. The Brown Towhee is a fairly common

to uncommon permanent resident in the Chaparral-Oak Community

of the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek vafleys and foothifls.
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Calamospiza melanocorys. Lark Bunting.

Accidental. A male Lark Bunting was seen feeding with a flock of

Brewer's Blackbirds at White City on November 13, 1961 (Aud.

Field Notes 1962:68). An adult male and an immature of this species

were reported near Yaquina Head (Lincoln County) on August 6,

1969 {Aud. Field Notes 1969: 68). The A.O.U. Check-list (1957) gives

central California as the closest casual record to Jackson County.

Passerculus sandwichensis. Savannah Sparrow.

Specimens: Four, near Prospect, both sexes, March and April; Med-
ford, female, February 12, 1965; six, Hoover's Lakes, March, April,

and May. The Savannah Sparrow is a common permanent resident

and breeds in open grasslands in the Lower Rogue River and Bear

Creek valleys. It is a very common spring and fall migrant and is

especially numerous during migration in the Agate Desert and in the

vicinity of White City.

Ammodramus savannanim. Grasshopper Sparrow.

Photographs: Five, Hoover's Lakes, June 2, 1963 (JH). This

species is known only from records of birds observed at Hoover's

Lakes during the spring and summer of 1963 where one was discovered

on May 30. Two were observed carrying food in the same area on

June 2 and 6, but no nest could be located. Lone birds were seen on

June 17 and 26, both carrying food. An immature was observed on

August 15 in the same area (Richardson and Sturges 1964). Gabrielson

and Jewett 1940) list a specimen taken at Robinette (Baker County)

on June 22, 1916.

Pooecetes gramineus. Vesper Sparrow.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, May 24, 1947; Jackson-

Klamath County boundary near Pinehurst, sex ?, May 10, 1964.

This sparrow is a fairly common summer resident, occurring in the

mountains in Mixed Conifer Forest during the breeding season and

in the valley during migration. It arrives in late February to March
and departs in late September or early October.

Chondestes grammacus. Lark Sparrow.

Specimens: 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, September 22, 1950; 16.1

km SW Prospect, sex ?, May 1, 1946; Ashland, male, June 1, 1968.

The Lark Sparrow is a fairly common permanent resident in the

Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys and foothills of the

Chaparral-Oak Community. It is less common during winter.

Amphispiza bilineata. Black-throated Sparrow.

Accidental. This species has been observed on the south slope of

Roxy Ann Peak where it was first discovered on May 30, 1970.

Two birds were banded (after hatching year) there on June 7 (sexes

unknown) and on June 17, 1970 (male). Gabrielson and Jewett
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(1940) cite two summer specimens of Black-throated Sparrow from
Harney County and Brown (1960) observed the species on several

dates in May and June at Nilakishi Ridge (Klamath County) and
state that one bird appeared to be gathering nesting material on
June 3, 1959. Dubois (1959) saw one near Beaverton and two near

Milwaukie (northwestern Oregon) in May and one at Depoe Bay
(Lincoln County) on June 4-6, 1959. A bird was observed in Curry
County (Brookings ?) on May 23, 1970 {Aud. Field Notes 1970:638).

An adult male of the species was collected on a farm near Lebanon
(Linn County) on May 3, 1970 (Scott et at. 1972).

Junco hyemails. Dark-eyed Junco.

Specimens: Numerous specimens from Prospect area, Medford,

and Ashland, both sexes, all months. The Dark-eyed Junco is a

common breeding bird in the Mixed Conifer Forest of the county.

It winters in the low elevations of the Mixed Conifer Forest and
Chaparral-Oak Community, arrives in Bear Creek Valley in late

October, and departs by April.

Spizella arborea. Tree Sparrow.

A Tree Sparrow was reported at Ashland on January 30, 1965.

Other records of this species from western Oregon are three birds

seen in the southern Willamette Valley in winter and spring (Gullion

1951) and one that was banded and photographed near Corvallis

(Benton County on November 18, 1962; Strauch 1963). Gabrielson

and Jewett (1940) list the species as an irregular winter resident in

Oregon occurring from October through March.

Spizella passerina. Chipping Sparrow.

Specimen: Prospect, male. May 8, 1934. The Chipping Sparrow is a

common migrant and breeding species. It breeds throughout most of

the Mixed Conifer Forest in mountain meadows and open ponderosa

pine from 610 m to near timberline. Earliest, February 20, Ashland;

latest, October 7, Medford.

Spizella atrogularis. Black-chinned Sparrow.

Accidental. Two birds were discovered on the chaparral covered

slope of Roxy Ann Peak on June 7, 1970. A female (after hatching

year) was banded there on June 18 and three others were observed

on July 2, 1970. A singing male was seen at the same location from

May to July 10, 1971. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) do not list this

species.

Zonotrichia guerula. Harris' Sparrow.

Specimen: Ashland, male, May 10, 1962. This species is a rare

visitor to Jackson County. Two additional specimens taken near

Medford on February 1-2, 1912, are reported in Gabrielson and Jewett

(1940). There are several sight records of individual birds at a feeder
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at Central Point (Richardson and Sturges 1964). The Harris' Sparrow
may occur almost annually during winter in small numbers, especially

at feeders, and has been reported at Ashland and Phoenix in April.

Zonotrichia leucophrys. White-crowned Sparrow.

Specimens: Two, 12.9 km SW Prospect, male and sex ?, April 16,

1947, and September 14, 1951; 3.2 km N Prospect, male, April 19,

1934; Ashland, male, April 25, 1965. This sparrow is a very common
winter resident in the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys and
foothills. Earliest, September 14, Prospect; latest, April 25, Ashland.

Zonotrichia atricapilla. Golden-crowned Sparrow.

Specimens: Five, Ashland, both sexes, October, February, April;

Prospect, sex?, October 8, 1961. This species is a very common winter

resident in the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys and
foothills. EarHest, September 8, Medford; latest, May 15, Medford.

Zonotrichia albicollis. White-throated Sparrow.

Specimens: Two, 12.9 km SW Prospect, male, September 18, 1951,

and male. May 2, 1953. The White-throated Sparrow is an uncommon
migrant and winter resident in the Lower Rogue River and Bear
Creek valleys. It is most often observed during winter when it may
occasionally visit feeders with other species in the genus Zonotrichia.

The species has been reported at Ashland, Talent, Phoenix, and
Medford.

Passerella iliaca. Fox Sparrow.

Specimens: Two, SW Prospect, female. May 2, 1953, female and
sex?, November 26, 1945. The Fox Sparrow is a fairly common winter

resident in the Lower Rogue River and Bear Creek valleys and foot-

hills and is a fairly common breeding species in the high Cascades.

Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) consider the species a breeding bird

in both the Cascade and Siskiyou mountains.

Melospiza lincolnii. Lincoln's Sparrow.

Specimens : 12.9 km SW Prospect, sex?, September 26, 1949 ; Ashland,

male, April 26, 1965. Gabrielson and Jewett (1940) list a specimen

taken at Medford on April 23 (year not given), and one taken at

Ashland on May 6, 1914. The Lincoln's Sparrow is an uncommon
summer resident in the Cascade Mountains that probably breeds at

Howard Prairie. It is a fairly common winter resident and migrant in

Bear Creek Valley and at White City.

Melospiza georgiana. Swamp Sparrow.

Accidental. A Swamp Sparrow was observed singing near Shady
Cove on April 5, 1969. The species was reported at Eugene (Lane

County) on December 29, 1968 (Aud. Field Notes 1969: 513). A female

of this species collected at Tillamook (Tillamook County) on Novem-
ber 29, 1955 (Burleigh 1957) is the first Oregon specimen.
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Melospiza melodia. Song Sparrow.

Specimens: Five, 12.9 km SW Prospect, both sexes, December,

January, February; Medford, male, October 18, 1969; Ashland, male,

May 4, 1969. The Song Sparrow is a common permanent resident in

the Mixed Conifer Forest of some foothill stream valleys and slightly

more common along streams and marshes in the Lower Rogue River

and Bear Creek valleys.

Calcarius lapponicus. Lapland Longspur.

Accidental. Nine birds were observed at Agate Reservoir on Jan-

uary 26 to February 1, 1971, by several persons.

I
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