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INTRODUCTION

EVERAL Englsh poets have wntten good
prose, but Milton’s alone has preserved any
considerable power, Even lis would have been
forgotten but for 1its relation to his poetry  Much
of his poetry was directly or ndirectly affected by
his terest 1 publhic affaus, and his prose works
are the explicit expression of that mterest Many 1n-
deed of his arguments, and some of lis conclusions,
are such as can now have small hold on the minds
of men It 1sa ceitamn spint breathing through
these pamphlets, and their style when 1t fitly ex-
presses this spint, that can still interest us, and
thus may be justified the extraction of characteristic
passages from what were of course intended i the
first place to be persuasive chains of reasoning
Passages of imaginative eloquence are as subordi-
nate to the argument 1n Milton as 1n Demosthenes,
though they affect us very differently n the two
wrters, because, apart from his somewhat neffective
efforts to influence the changes proceeding 1n the
state, Malton was pnmarnly and ultimately a poet
He turned from poetry to write pamphlets on
political and ecclesiastical matters because he hved
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Y11 a time of revolution, and with the main clements
" of that revolution he warmly sympathized But
how far can the forces then at work be said to have
found expression n Ius writings? Tle tells us that
i the punaple for which he strove was the threefold
Eprmcnple of cvil, domestic, and rehigious hiberty.
This 15 hardly the prninciple avowed by the leaders
of the Parliaments of 1628 and 1629, or even of the
Long Pathament  Until the Independents beeame
a power, Presbyterianism represented Puntanism,
and was more intolerant than Anghcamsim  Inthe
Grand Remonstrance 1t 15 the suppression of mno-
vations that 1s spoken of as the object of the address
In Church matters the Parllament ‘hold 1t requisite
¢ that there should be throughout the whole realm
‘conformity to that oider which the laws enjoin
‘according to the word of God’ Though it was
barely a century since the estabhishment of the
Reformation in England, most Enghshmen looked
on returns to ‘Popish practices’ as innovations,
and Parlinment appealed to the conservative feeling
of the Enghsh race agamst these, without misgiving
as to the need of mnovating to other purposes.
Milton’s ¢ Areopagitica,” wntten n 1644, 15 a
demand forliberty for snnovations to approve them.
selves1f they can, though he too always regarded
the Roman Church as renderning exceptional pre-
cautions needful
Apart from the relief of physical hardship, the
bulk of the people are only then strongly interested
m political liberties and m exercising contral of the
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admimstration when they feel these indispensable
to the satisfaction of aspirations toward things that
touch them more nearly than constitutional abstrac-
tions The English had beenaccustomed to leave ad-
mmstration to the Tudor princes, and even states-
menhad then been willing to allow the crownunpre-
cedented power 1n order to curb the aggressions of
the nobles and of the Roman See At the end of
Elhzabeth’s reign England was content, and no one
could have foreseen the comung troubles It was
to be expected indeed that the crown, whoever
might be 1ts wearer, would not easily be depnived
of the exceptional power which had been entrusted
to1t for exceptional purposes , 1t was to be expected
also that prescient men of affairs should see the
necessity of such deprivation, and should strive to
effectit  But they would not have got the majonty
of the people to support them to the extent of
waging resolute and bloody civil war, had not more
been mvolved than political questions, even though
the political questions imncluded illegal taxation
The people rose in arms because they were con-
scious, more or less distinctly, of a great national
expanston and development, not m constitutional
poliics but i spitual and intellectual hfe, a
development which had produced the Shaksperian
stage as well as the Puntan pulpit The one
essential thing for an English hing to do who wished
to preserve his power, was to find some way o

wentifymg himself with this expansive movement,

as Ehzabethhad done A wise and large-mindec
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attempt of the Stuart government was made was
one by 1ts nature singularly unswited to the enforce-
ment of any violent restriction, the Established
Church of England  Not only had 1t none of the
awful far-reaching traditions which might be put
forward to excuse the Church of the Holy Roman
Empire, the Church of the Crusaders, 1n employing
the secular arm against heretics, as aganst tiaitors
tomilitant Christendom , but alsoats position 1t all
times must be such as renders any forcible imposi-
tion of 1ts claims unbefiting and perilous  The
sects may gain by attaching 1t, it can only lose by
attacking them  However active inits own work,
1t has to avoid aggression and even proselytizing
Its strength 1s to sit still, to cherish its best elements,
and to trust that 1ts tolerant eclecticism, 1ts noble
offices and chaste ritual, its scholarly traditions,
may win over to it those whose desire for religious
rest has been wearied or outraged by the exaggera-
tions of other forrgs of Chrnistiamty When 1t
forsook the spint of Hooker for that of Laud it
made a false step which could only lead to pamnful
defeat Presbytenanism, with still less excuse,
made a like aggression, and with hike 1esult

Toa certain extent therefore Milton 1s the spokes-
man of the bulk of s countrymen Priest and
Presbyter ahke he forbade in the name of England
to fetter by force her free development, her realiza-
tion of her chosen 1deals for the time being  But
his own 1deals were naturally such as the bulk of
tus countrymen could hardly as yet comprehend,

)
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tempered by the tolerance of a great dramatic poct,
tolerance born of wide sympathetic nsight, and
counting no human society wholly common or
unclean  Ile would hardly have spohen as Milton
speahsof theaverageunaspinng i esof themajority
Nor do I name of men the common rout
‘That wandernng loose about

Grow up and perish as the summer fly,
1lcads without name, no more rememberZd

Shalspere expresses no dishihe of hereditary
Lings, though he measmes them unspanngly by
their cfficiency, and puts his assertion of the mystic
sanctity of coronation mnto the mouth of a hing of
words not deeds, Richard II, But to Milton the
extruvagant exaltation of an acadental ruler, and !
all the falsencss and sichly atmosphere of a court,
scemed adefilement of thesacred trust of magistracy
What he desired, as all profess to desire, was an
anstocracy 1 the literal sense, 2 rule of the best
and wisest, and he was not democratic enough to
evpect {o obtamn these Ly wnquahhed popular
clection  Inlis ‘Rerdy and Iasy Way to Establish
‘a Iree Commonwealth® he proposes to have a
Grand Council sitting m permanent rule, and does
not hesitate to refer to the Venctian constitution
ns momany ponts 1 worthy model

The ultim~te object of all political and social
machinery 15, 1 s view, to allow and foster the
development of noble personalities, Iinked by all
porable socinl ehanties,” yet preserving the mdivie
duality so ruch chenshed by ns countrymen 1lc
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nence of intellect, he 15 not anxious to claim
ongmahty. As the Long Parliament had appealed
to listonic precedents, so Milton

did but prompt the age to quit their clogs
By the known rules of ancient hiberty

This smits the Enghsh character ; 1t loves indeed
to cherish mndividuality, yet so that while each man
shall do Ius work 1n his own way he shall endeavour
to approve 1t by the sanction of some tradition,
and by the mutual confidence mspired by recogm-
tion of a common thought and hope Milton s as
muchgreaterthan M Renan as Dante than Politian,
but we cannot 1magine Milton announcing, as M.
Renan announces of himself, that he was the first
person to understand Jesus And further, 1t 1s
everywhere apparent that Milton had the most ge-
nerous faith mn the mind as well as in the heart of
man, that whenever he felt others fall short of some
mtellectual or moral level he had himself attamned,
he not only longed but believed that they might
nise to 1it, and moreover might so nse only as a
small step in the ascent to a far higher state, toward
which his whole hfe was an aspiration,

An 1deal perfection of man—a perfection deve- §
loped through trial—was indeed constantly in hus
mind, and partly influenced his choice of the
subjects of his great poems  Mythological beliefs *
show the double tendency :n man to imagme a
golden age alike in the distant past and mn the
distant future  Of tlus Milton avails himself when

v
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echpse, 1 lus beloved country of the cause for
which he stiove, was enough to leave this tone in
every voice of his old age It 15 the cruel waste,
or seermng waste, of his labour, s eyesight, and
his hope, 1 a great cause, which makes his
personal utterances 1n lus later poems so unspeah-
ably pathetic, and heroic none the less  We seem
to hear Prometheus on Caucasus, or Elyah on
Horeb, or Milton's own Abdiel or Samson, left
alone among the enemies of God
It 15 to complete our conception of Milton’s hife
and work and gemus that some acquamntance with
his prose works 15 needful ; we may say also that
without some such conception already derived from
his poems we should hardly have read lis prose
In the first place, prose 1s uncongenial tohim , as
he says of himself, he has here but the use of his
left hand This 1s not to be eaplained merely by
saying that Enghsh prose was as yet hardly created,
for after Bacon and Hooker, Milton might surely
have hewn out a more perfect style for himself (as
mdeed now and agan he does) if lus heart had
been m the work of writing prose as 1t was 1n the
work of wnting poetry It 1s not so much that he
uses his left hand as that he 1s encumbered with il
fitting armour, fettening the wings which his prope:
celestial panoply would have left free The ar
indeed of the best prose can be but as the art o
clear and beautiful manuscript, ennched, it may
be, by 1llurmnations, the form 1s rather subordinat
to the matter than incorporate with 1t, wherea

>
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pottry 1s more nerrly {thoarh by pomewns =nc'h )
snalogous to punun,y and reulptere, ~nd the ¥ oM
and subject matter wre conndiite 1nd mutually 1.
corporite Smalhindeed jethe ress lueofprace fon 1
any pen that can be fully enpoyed toacenton -, 01
cvenong, afturiis wntten, o e faran aoL prley
for alttime,  Bat it not mered, the fora, i the
matter of Milton's proce-wrlinps that e in 2 ven.s
uncongemalto lim  The objeetvindead forwhich
he wnites re objects deemed By lim to boof the
uimost mportinee  But they are of impertoaes
as needful bt rudiment+ry prelim 1vnes to e
fulfilment of s true voeatwon It g7 as tboph
the architeet of 1 Done temple vere earpled
with hus oan hands wielding axe andd «prde to derr
and feve! the groand for hus butfum~ Nalon has
to be lus own forerunner, ftriang to preptre o
Tughway in the wildernes,  Thsabrarhimg pssen
wis for beauty and sartue, s mission was o wnte
poctry coshnmng them, bt he consedered th-t fo-
this end he was bound 1ot only to *mile dus hie
3 poem,” that 15, to duvelope it <o far as he co 14
tow ard hus adeal, but 2lso to do s best to free the
soctety in which hie Ived from hurdens and bondage
fatal to 1ty hike desclopment  Alan to Dante
mther than to Goethe or cven Shakepere, he was
bent on reahizing beawty n practieal as wlll as
contemplative, socinl s well as rrustic hife, in the
state 1s well as an the indinidual Resolutely as
he contended 1n his pamphlets for Liberty, he
feels throughout n generous impatienee of the

L 4



INTRODUCTION xam

task lmd on him, an mmipatience leading hum
sometimes 1nto utterance entangled by the rush of
thoughts too obvicus to lumself to mduce im to
use much art 1n their arrangement, sometimes more
deplorably, as 1t were m a lund of maddened
wearmess, mto retorting the ferocious hitterness
of the controversialists of lus day. It 15 when he
gmves us ghmpses of the ideal with which he
contrasts the deformities he has been strugghng
aganst with hus uncouth armoury of ibhcal texts
and learned precedents—it 1s then that lus style
both clears 1tself and nses into something worthy
of his poetry 1n artistic power  But these passages,
noble and exalting as they are, make us feel, if
they are anywhere prolonged, that they need both
the hmitations and the hiberty of verse

In the Abbey Church of Tewkesbury are still
heard the tones of the very organ on which Milton
played before Cromwell at Hampton Court, and
the picture thus evoked from the past symbolizes
the true influence of poets such as Dante and Milton
on the conduct of 2 commonwealth, Butif they
live, as these did, amudst ¢a troubled sea of noises
‘and harsh disputes,’ such infiuence will not be felt
till they are dead It was, after all, well for
Milton’s work and fame that all hope of national
regeneration 1n his Iifeime was taken away at the
recall of the Stuart dynasty ~ The tide of hife swept
away from the blind champion of liberty, leaving
him still and solitary as 2 herore statue among the
dnfted sands of the desert  But 1t was then that
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the hioly Lapht arose upon i, eaderlled forth B
undying stram

\ilton, thou shouldst be hvings ot thae s =97
Such 1x Wordswarth’s invocstion 1o the toon thes
more than a centrry dewd, novw niore theas v,
centinies , and Thnov not of <a3 efher oot 1os
been mmvoled in hl e mammar We thind of pacs
mostly as of men whore v ok was dare o3ce for
all in Jereing us the monvments of thar et Th-t
this poet <hould present Tueme I T rently to g
reverer's mind ponts to some ditnmuaun s qushity
i Milton, Ttictheguility of stre o istes retoheln
to create around lnm & condlition of thin, ~ppravch.
mg “nd helping on the fulfilment of bus pozuie 1 Jesd
That was 2 guantic tsl, and the roveh etrvmele
mmolved vas fitter for 24 vt then for a roranh,
Yet though his wings were tumushol they reguned
a tenfold lustre They would deabtless repun it
once more if he hd been plonged inoour conficts
of today DButatis better that they be not reealied
to carthly soilure; hie speths to us an Tus works,
and 1t 1s enough

Indeed we may almost doab! further whether
his would be the most appropriate healing vo ce at
this hour  Lach age has its own espeant tad, or
rather some especial shape i which s presented the
one perpetual task of daveloping for the best the
physical, mtellectual, and moral eapacities of man
The lot of the seventeenth centery was manly to
assert hberty, that of the nincteenth to aswert
fratermity  YWhen the enslavers had been struck
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down, would Milton have felt enough sympathy
with those who still remamed enslaved by their own
1gnorance or grossness to have made lum brook the
wearisome toil of raising them? The Catholicism he
helped to bansh for ever from domimon 1n England
spohe to the populace m more potent tones than
are possible to anstocratic, individualistic Protest-
antism  Eclectic Anglicanism repudiates the tinsel
of Rome as Milton did, but cannot find a substitute
for its attrachon The humamzing mfluence of
Catholicism was replaced in England by a philan-
thropy which grew up as much outside Churches as
within them The growth of this new and wide
philanthropy became, not less than the growth
of physical science, a chief achievement of the
eighteenth century, so often reproached, and in
many ways justly, with materialism and corruption

Politics had lost the ideahzing nfluences of the
Puntan Revolution  Laterature seemed to be
engrossed m forming a prose style Gray, the
best poet born 1n England between the birth of
Milton and the birth of Wordsworth, was half
stifled by the insensibility of the age  Johnson’s
companson of the sonnets of Milton to imperfectly
carved cherry-stones marks the lowest pomt imagin-
able mn criticism of verse Vet from about this
pomnt a revivalin poetry begns, a return to nature,

m the van of winch came Cowper, though with
somewhat uncertamn steps  Nor 1s verse the only

velcle of poetic thought This was the age of
the nise of modern music, the age also of the most

c
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passing from Malton’s archangels to Wordsworth’s
peasants, poetry had been brought down, as phi-
losophy by Socrates, from heaven to earth, but
the lingdom of heaven 1s 1n both  Man was not
to chimb the firmament, but a great sheet was let
down thence to im with the mysterious bidding
¢What God hath cleansed, that call not thou com-
“mon ’ Perhaps we may be agam entering on a pro
saic age, though through somewhat different causes
In the eighteenth century there was doubtless a
reaction after the farlure of 1deal aspirations  Now
there 1s a depression from the growing sense of
certan reahities which seem to mar all hope of
fulfilled 1denls—chiefly the relentless struggle per-
vading Nature, and the grim contrasts of wasted
wenlth and wasting poverty Even those who are
remote from both these, and enjoy a hife worthy
of free men, may seem to themselves to be rased
to the capacity of such hfe by standing on a heap
of crushed human bodies, victims of the material
civilization which must be 1 some degree the basis
of ntellectual  Milton knew lttle of tins op-
pressing pity , 1f he were ‘living at this hour’ he
would perhaps feel m bitter truth that ‘an age
‘ too late’ did at last ndeed ‘damp Ius intending
‘wmg’

Yet, after all, Wordsworth’s regretful cry mght

be 1n a manner justified even now, for our sake if

not for Milton’s  If there 15 any master-hey to

the perplexities of humamty, 1t will be ultimately
revenled 1n some form or other by that ¢ plain heroic
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words Ut epeal of the dissolution of the world
ar 1 4~11 v luch it nhient, thouph fully as magestic
evd peagmed, have lete of forw ard-looking hope in
them than Milton's last utterance over the slun
Yapysan, the chorus stll rejorcing 1
rew acquist
Of trur experience from this preat event
Milten h~d battled for the aspirations and
suna the baencsses of mang Shahepere had com-
prelanded Both, but it was not lus tostrve or ery.
e 14 our greatest, mand hias taught s most 3 yet we
fred that to call on Jum as Wenlsworth calls on
\ilton wonld el ¢ 2 jrenng and neffectual note.
S0 far 10 we dan ) now s personality atall, it 1s
tht of e who, much as be Josed his fellow men,
deemed that he had plyed out s part among
themn IHe worh 15 done once for all, 1 many
partx wath obsioss imperfictions, yet as a whole
1y Iy an impression of anversality resembling
17} ot the ading preserce of Nature herself than
<ny heman pureanshity whore 1w s to leamn and
tayrepies This mild and mame vy < are poured
oves the vhole enthly <cene with divne mpar-
hehty, ser the castle and the cottage, the battle
fe't ot v villapepreen, the \ull <ca hurled
o rtibe el and the <l nver wanding through
?ephan Losdang thence to the gumus of Midtan
we ey 2y o a il of elerr fire mnglud with
BTN hlh’n’.m' bl stiorg chadows on the
rmel ety s toners mlymantly awny
f»ul e fellow it wath nublenching eyes we find

v












OF REFORMATION IN
ENGLAND
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OF REIFORMATION IN ENGLAND

IR,—Amdst those deep and retned thoughts,
which, with every man Chustianly instructed,

, ought to be most frequent, of God, and of his
' miraculous ways and works amongst men, and of
our religion ind works, to be performed to him,
after the story of our Saviour Chnst, suffering to
the lowest bent of weakness 1n thé flesh, and pre-
sently tnumphing to the highest pitch of glory in
the spint, which drew up his body also, till we n
both be umted to lim m the revelation of s
Lingdom, T do not know of anything more worthy
to tahe up the whole passion of pity on the one side,
and joy on the other, than to consider first the
foul and sudden corruption, and then, after many
a tedious age, the long deferred, but much more
wonderful and happy reformation of the church in
these latter days  Sad 1t 1s to think how that
doctrine of the gospel, planted by teachers divinely
mspired, and by them winnowed and sifted from
the chaff of overdated ceremonies, and refined to
such 1 spintual height and temper of punty, and
Lnowlcdge of the Creator, that the body, with all
the circumstances of time and place, were punfied

>
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fort, or rather terror from them agun, they knew
not how to hide their slavish approach to God's
Dbehests, by them not understood, nor worthily re-
cewved, but by cloaking their servile crouching to
all rehigious presentments, sometimes lawful, some-
times 1dolatrous, under the name of humhty, and
terming the piebald frippery and ostentation of
ceremomes, decency

* ‘Then was baptism chaneed into a kind of exor-
cism, and water, sanctified by Chnst’s mnstitute,
thought little enough to wash off the orxgm‘x}._s.gg@
without the scratch or eross impression of a priest’s:
forefinger  and that feast of free grace and adop-
tion to wiich Chnst mwvited lus disaiples to sit
as brethren, and co-beirs of the happy cosenant,
which at that table was to be se~led to them, even
that feast of love and heavenly-idmitted fellow -
ship, the seal of fihal grace, became the subject
of horror, and glouting adoration, pageanted about
like a dreadful 1dol, which sometimes decenves
well-meaning men, and begules them of their re-
ward, by therr voluntary humihity , wlich indeed
15 fleshly pride, preferring a foolish sacrifice, and
the rudiments of the world, as St Paul to the Co-
lossians explaineth, before a savoury obedience to
Christ’s example  Such was Peter’s unseasonable
humbty, as then lns knowledge was small, when
Chnst came to wash his feet , who at an mpert1-
nent time would needs stramn courtesy with his
master, and falling troublesomely upon the lownly,
all-wise, and unexammnable mtention of Chust, m

_ . e s

"t . - s Y
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what he went with resolution to do, so provoked
by hisinterruption the meek Lord, thathethreatened
to exclude him from his heavenly portion, unless he
could be content to beless arrogant and shffnecked
m his humility
But to dwell no longer 1n charactenzing the de-
pravities of the churech, and how they sprung, and
how they took increase , when I recall to mind at
last, after so many dark ages wheremn the huge
overshadowmng train of error had almost swept all
the stars out of the firmament of the church, how
the bnght and bhissful Reformation (by divine
power) struck through the blach and settled mght
of ignorance and antichnishian tyranny, methinks a
sovereign and reviving joy must needs rush into
the bosom of him that reads or hears, and the
sweet odour of the returning gospel imbathe ks
: soul with the fragrancy of heaven Then was
Tthe sacred Bible sought out of the dusty corners
where profane falsehood and neglect had throvm
1t, the schools opened, divine and human learning
raked out of the embers of forgotten tongues,
the princes and cities trooping apace to ‘tlic new -
erected banner of salvation, the martyrs, with the
unresishible might of weahness, shaking the powers
of darkness, and scormng the ﬁery rage of the old
red drgon w'»l.’ praaty (‘(‘ honaly weple
The pleasing pursmt of these thoughts hath
ofttimes led me 1nto a serous question and debate-
ment with myself, how it should come to pass that
England (having had this grace and honour from

s

~3
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God, to be the first that should set up a standard
for the recovery of lost truth, and blow the first
evangelic trumpet to the nations, holding up, as
from a ll, the new lamp of saving light to all
Chrnistendom) should now be lastand most unsettled
1 the enjoyment of that peace whereof she taught
the way to others, although mdeed our Wicklef’s
preaching, at which all the succeeding reformers
more effectually Iighted theirr tapers, was to his
countrymen but a short blaze, soon damped and
stifled by the pope and prelates for six or seven
kings' resgns , yet methinks the precedency which
God gave this island, to be first restorer of buried
«ruth, showd have been followed with more happy
uccess, and sooner attamned perfection , 1n which
as yet we are amongst thelast for, albeit in punty
of doctrine we agree with our brethren, yet in
disciphne, which 1s the execution and applying of
doctrine home, and laymg the salve to the very
onfice of the wound, yea, tenting and searchung to
the core, without which pulpit preaching s but
shooting at rovers—in this we are no better than a
schism from all the Reformation, and a sore scandal
to them for while we hold ordination to belong
only to bishops, as our prelates do,” we must of
necessity hold also ther muﬁstefs” to be mo
mmisters, and shortly after theh® church to be ™
no church not to speak of those senséless ‘Gere-
momes which we only »etam as a dangerous
earnest of shdmg back to Rome, and serving
merely either as a mist to cover nahedness where
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true grace 1s extingwished or as an interlude to set
out the pomp of prelatism.  Certainly 1t would be
worth the while therefore and the pains to mquire
more particularly what and how many the chief
causes have been, that have still hindered our um-
form consent to the rest of the churches abroad, at
this time especially when the hingdom 15 mn a good
propensity thereto, and all men m prayers, n hopes,
or in dhsputes, either for or aganst i,
* * * * * * *

* * * * * *



» SIR, I do now feel myself mwrapt on the
sudden nto those mazes and labyrnths of
dreadful and hideous thoughts, that which way to
get out, or which way to end, I Lnow not, unless
I turn mine eyes, and with your help Iift up m,
hands to that eternal and propitious throne, where
nothing 1s readier than grace and refuge to the
distresses of mortal supphants and 1t were 1
shame to leave these serious thoughts less prously
than the heathen were wont to conclude their
graver discourses
Thou, therefore, that sittest in light and glory
unapproachable, Parent of angels and men ! next,
thee I implore, ommpotent King, Redeemer of
. that lost remnant whose nature thou didst assume
wneffable and é;erlastmg Love ! and thou, thethita
subsistence of divine mfinitude, illumining Spint
the joy and solace of created things! one tn-
1, personal Godhead ! look upon thus thy poor and
v almost spent and evpming church, leave her not
thus a prey to these importunate wolves that wait
and think long till they devour thy tender flock,
these wild boars that have broke into thy vineyard
<
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and left the prmmt of their polluting hoofs on the
souls of thy servants O let them not bring about
their damned designs, that stand now at the
entrance of the bottomless pit, expecting the vatch-
word to open and let out those dreadful locusts and
scorpions, to remvolve us 1w that pitchy cloud of
infernal darkness, where we shall never more see
the sun of thy truth agam, never hope for the
cheerful dawn, never more hear the bird of
morning sing  Be moved with pity at the afficted
state of this our shaken monarchy, that now hes
labounng under her throes and strugghng against
the grudges of more dreaded calamties

O thou that after the impetuous rage of five
bloody nundations, and the succeeding sword of
ntestine war, soaking the land i her own gore,
didst pity the sad and ceaseless revolution of our
swift and thick-comng sorrows, when we were
quite breathless, of thy free grace dudst motion
peace, aind terms of covenant with us, and having
fizst well mgh freed us from antichristian thraldom
didst bmld up this Britanme empire to a gloriots
and eanviable height, with all her daughter-slands
about her, stay us mn this fehaty, let not the
obstinacy of our haif-obedience and will-worship
bring forth that viper of sedition that for these
foyrscore years hath been breeding to eat through
the entrmls of our peace, but let her cast her
abortive spawn without the danger of this travail-
mg and throbbmng kingdom that we may stull
remembetr m our solemn thanksgivings how for us
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» tLo~tu !
the northern ocean even to the fr:)zen Thule nas
scattered with the proud shipwrechs of the Spanish
armada, and the very maw of hell ransached and
made to give up her concealed destruction, ere she
could vent it 1n that horrible and damued blast.

O how much more glortous will those former

*deliverances appear when we shall know them
not only to have saved us from greatest miserzes
past but to have 1eserved us for greatest happiness
to come ' Hitherto thou hast but freed us, and that
not fully, from the ugjust and tyrannous claum of
thy foes, now umte us entirely and appropnate
us to thyself, tie us everlastingly m willing homage
to the prerogative of thy eternal throne.

And now we know, O thou our most certain
hope and defence, that thine enemes have been
consulting all the sorcernies of the great Whore, and
have joned therr plots with that sad imntelligencing
tyrant 1hat rmscinefs the world with Ins mmes of
Ophur, and hes thirsting to revenge hus naval rums
that have larded our seas but let them all take
counsel together, and let it come to nought, let
them decree, and do” thou cancel it, let them
gather themselves, and be scattered, let them
embattle themselves, and be broken, let them
embattle, and be broken, for thou art with us

+ Them, amdst the hymns and hallelyahs of
sunts, some ope-may perhaps be heard oﬂ'ermg at
hagh strams m new and lofty measuie to smg and
celebrate thy divine merctes and marvellous
gudgments n this land throughout all ages, where-

4
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by this great and warlihe nation, mnstructed and
inured to the fervent and continual practice of truth
and nghteousness, and casting far from her the rags
of her whole vices, may press on hard to that high
and happy emulation to be found the soberest,
wisest, and most Christian people at that day,
whert thou, the eternal and shortly expected King, &
shalt open the clouds to judge the several kingdoms
of the world, and distnnbuting national honours and
rewards to religious and just commonwealths,
shalt put an end to all earthly tyrannes, proclaim-
mg thy umversal and mild monarchy through
leaven and earth, where they undoubtedly, that
by their labours, counsels, and prayers, have been
earnest for the common good of religion and their
country, shall receive above the inferior orders of
the blessed the regal addition of principalhties,
legions, and thrones nto therr glorious titles, and
1 supereminence of beatific vision, progressing the
dateless and 1rrevoluble circle of eternity, shall
clasp mseparable hands with joy and blss in
overmeasure for ever

But they contrary that by the impairing and
dimmution of the true faith, the distresses and
servitude of their country, aspire to high digmty,
rule, and promotion here, after a shameful end in
this hfe, (which God grant them,) shall be thrown
down eternally into the darkest and deepest gulf of
hell, where, under the despiteful control, the
trample and spurn of all the other damned, that in
the angwish of their torture, shall have no other
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ease than to evercise a raving and bestial tyranny
over them as their slaves and negroes, they shall
remain m that phght for ever, the basest, the lower-
most, the most dejected, most underfoot and down-
frodden vassals of perdition
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and dispensers of treasure nestimable, without
price, to them that huve no peace, they find in the
discharge of their commussion, that they are mnde
the greatest +anance and offence, a very sword and
fire both 1 house and aity over the whole earth

This 1s that which the sad prophet Jeremah
laments  *Wo 1s me, my mother, that thou hast
‘born me 1 man of stnife and contention !’ And
althoughdivine mnspiration must certnnly hase been
sneet to those ancient prophets, yet theirhsomeness
of that truth which they brought was so unpleasant
unto them that everywhere they call 1t a burden

Yea, that mysterious book of revelation, which the
great evangelist was bid to eat, 4s it had been
some eye-brightening clectuary of hnowledge and
foresight, though 1t were sweet in his mouth,

and mn the learming, 1t was bitter 1n his belly,

bitter in the denouncing Nor was this nd from
the wise poet Sophocles, who 1n that place of his
tragedy where Tiresias 1s called to resolve hing
Edipus m a matter which he knew would be gniev-
ous, brings nm 1n bemoamng his lot, that he Lknew
more than other men  For surely to every good
peaceable man, 1t must in nature needs be a hateful
thung to be the displeaserand molester of thousands,
much better would 1t like him doubtless to be the
messenger of gladness and contentment, which 1s
Ius chief intended business to all manlkind, but

that they resist and oppose their own true happi-

ness But when God commands to take the trum-

pet, and blow a dolorous or a jarring blast, 1t lies
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sion, and God have gien me abiity the while to
reason against that man that should be the author of
so foul a deed; or should she, by blessing from
above on the mdustry and courage of faithful men,
change this her distracted -estate into better days,
without the least furtherance or contribution of
those few talents which God at that present had
lentme , I foresee whatstories I should hear withm
myself, all my hife after, of discourage and reproach
¢ Tymorous and ungrateful, the church of God 1s now
¢ ag-un at the foot of her msulting enemies, and thou
‘hewailest What matters 1t for thee o1 thy be-
‘wailing? When time was, thou couldst not find
¢a syllable of all that thou hast read or studied to
¢ utter inher behalf Yet ease and Jeisure was given
“thee for thy retired thoughts, out of the sweat of
¢other men Thou hast the dibgence, the parts,
‘ the language of a man, 1f a vam subject were to be
“adorned or beautified, but when the cause of God
¢and tus church was to be pleaded, for which pur-
¢ pose that tongue was given thee which thou hast,
¢ God listened 1f he could hear thy voice among his
¢ zealous servants, but thou wert dumb as a beast ,
¢ from henceforward be thatwhich thine own brutish
¢ sitence hath mnde thee” Or else T should have
heard on the other ear ¢ Slothful, and ever to be set
‘hight by, the church hath now overcome her late
¢ distresses after unweanied labours of many her true
:ser\ ants that stood up m her defence, thou also
wouldst take upon thee to share amongst them of
* therr joy , but wherefore thon ? Where canst thou
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pleasing humour of van-glory hath incited me to
contest with men of lugh estimation, now while
green years are upon my head , from this needless
surnusal I shall hope to dissuade the mtelligent
and equal auditor, 1f I can but say successfully that
which m tlus exigent behoves me s although T
would be heard only, 1f it might be, by the elegant
and learned reader, to whom principally for a while
1 shall beg leave I may address myself To hum
1t will be no new thing, though I tell him thatf I
hunted after praise by the ostentation of wit and
learning, I should not wrte thus out of mine own
season when I have neither yet completed to my
mund the full circle of my private studies, although
I complun not of any msufiiciency to the matter in
hand, or were I ready to my wishes, it were a
folly to commt anythung elaborately composed to
the caieless and mterrupted hstening of these
tumultuous times  Next, if I were wise only to
my own ends, I would certainly take such a subject
as of itself might catch applause, whereas thishath
all the disadvantages on the contrary, and such a
subject as the publishing whereof might be delayed
at pleasure, and time enough to pencil 1t over with
all the curious touches of art, even to the perfection
of = faultless picture , whenas i this argument the
not deferrmg 1s of great moment to the good speed-
ng, thatf sg_l'l_cigy have leisure to do her office, art
cannot have much  Lastly, I should not choose
this manner of wrnting, wherein knowing myself
inferior to myself, led by the gemal power of
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acceptance above what was looked for, and other
things, which I had shifted m scarcity of books and
conventences to patch up amongst them, were re-
cerved with written encomums, which the Itahan
15 not forward to bestow on men of this side the
Alps, I began thus far to assent both to them and
divers of my friends here at home, and not less to
an mward prompting which now grew daily upon
me, that by labour and intent study, (which I
take to be my portion 1n this hfe,) jomed with the
strong propensity of nature, I might perhaps leave
something so wntten to aftertimes as they should
not willingly let 1t die  These thoughts at once
possessed me, and these other, that if I were cer-
tain to write as men buy leases, for three Iives and
downward, there ought no regard be sconer had
than to God’s glory, by the honour and mstruction
of my country  For which cause, and not only for
that I knew 1t would be hard to arrive at the second
ranl. among the Latins, I applied myself to that
resolution which Arnosto followed aganst the per-
suasions of Bembo, to fix all the industry and art
I could unite to the adorming of my native tongue,
not to mahe verbal curiosities the end, (that were
a toilsome vamty,) but to be an interpreter and
relater of the best and sagest things among mme
own citizens throughout this 1sland in the mother
dialect, That what the greatest and choicest wits
of Athens, Rome, or modern Italy, and those
Hebrews of old did for their country, I, n my
proportion, with this over and above of bemg a
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and mchnation, to present the hke offer m our
own ancient stories, or whether those dramatic
constitutions, wheremn Sophocles and Eurpides
relgx?shall be found more doctrinal and exemplary
toanation The scripture also affords us a divine
pastoral drama 1n the\Songo‘fS\olgg_on, consisting
of two persons and a double chorus, as Ongen
nghtly judges  And the Apocalypse of St John
15 the majestic image of a ligh and stately tragedy,
shutting up and intermmghng her solemn scenes
and acts with a sevenfold chorus of hallelujahs and
harping symphomes and this my opimion the
grave authorty of Pareus, commenting that book,
1s sufficient to confirm  Or if occasion shall lead,
to imutate those magnific odes and hymns, wherein
‘*Pindarus and Callimachus are 1n most things
\w;;thy, some others imn theu frame judicious, 1n
their matter most and_end faulty But those fre-
quent songsm the law and prophets
beyond all these, not i their divine argument
alone, but 1n the very eritical art of composition,
may be easily made appear over all the kinds o
lync poesy to be mcomparable These abilities
wheresoever they be found, are the mspired gift o
God, rarely bestowed, but yet to some (thougt
most abuse) i every nation, and are of power,
besidethe office of a pulpit, to imbreed and chernst
mn a great people the seeds of virtue and publi
civility, toallay the perturbations of the mind, anc
set the affections mn nght tune, to celebrate m
glorious and lofty liymns the throne and equipage
F. - r
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decent to cach one, do for the most part lay up
vicious principles m sweet pills to be swallowed
down, and make the taste of virtuous documents
harsh and sour But because the spirit of man
cannot demean 1tself lively in this body without
some recrenting intermission of labour and serious
things, 1t were happy for the commonwealth 1f our
magistrates, as i those famous governments of
old, would take imnto their care not only the de-
ading of our contentious law-cases and brawls
but the managing of our public sports and festival
pastimes, that they might be, not such as were
authorized a while since, the provocations of
drunkenness and lust, but such as may mnure and
harden our bodies by martial exeicises to all war-
Iike shill and performance, and may civilize,
adorn, 1nd make discreet our minds by the learned
and affable meeting of frequent academues, and the
procurement of wxscozmd artful recitations, sweet-
ened waith eloquent and graceful enticements to the
love and practice of justice, temperance, and
fortitude, instructing and bettering the nation at
all opportumties, that the call of wisdom and
virtue may be hewd everywhele, as Solomon
suth ¢ She cricth without, she uttereth her voice
¢ 1n the streets, 1 the top of hugh places, 1n the chief

concourse, and in the opemmngs of the gates’
Whether tlus may not be, not only i pulpits, but
after another persuasive mcthod, at sct and solemn
pancguries, 1 theatres, pOlChCa, or what other
plce or way may win most upon the people to
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and generous arts and affairs, till which m some
measure be compassed, at mine own peril and cost,
I refuse not to sustan this expectation from as
many as are not loth to hazard so much creduhty
upon the best pledges that I can give them

Although 1t nothing content me to have disclosed
thus much beforchand, but that I trust hereby to
make 1t mamfest with what small willingness I
endure to interrupt the purswt of no less hopes than
these, and leave a calm and pleasing sohtariness,
fed with cheerful and confident thoughts, to em-
bark 1n a troubled sea of noises and hoarse disputes,
put from beholding the bright countenance of truth
in the quet and shll air of delightful studies, to
come 1nto the dim reflection of hollow antiquities
sold by the seeming bulk, and there be fan to club
quotations with men whose learning and belief lies
in margmal stuffings, who, when they have, Iike
good sumpteis, laid ye down their horse-loads of
citations and fathers at your door, with a rhapsody
of who and who were Dishops here or there, ye
may take off their pachsaddles, their day’s work
1s done, and episcopacy, as they think, stoutly
vindicated Let any gentle apprehension, that can
distingwish learned pains from unlearned drudgery
mmagine what pleasure or profoundness can be
this, or what honour to deal agamnst such adver-
sartes  But were 1t the meanest under-service, 1f
God by his secretary conscience enjomn 1t, 1t were
sad for me 1if I should draw back, for me espe-
cally, now when all mén offci therr aid to help,
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so will they yet do their best to repeal and erase
every line and clause of both our great charters.
Nor 1s this only what they will do, but what they
hold as the main reason and mystery of their ad-
vancement that they must do ; be the prince never
so just and equal to his subjects, yet such are their
malicious and depraved eyes, that they so ook on
hun and so understand him as if he required no
other gratitude or prece of service from them than
this  And mdeed they stand so opportunely for the
disturbing or the destroying of a state, being a knot
of creatures whose dignities, means, and prefer-
ments have no foundation m the gospel, as they
themselves acknowledge, but only 1n the prince’s
favour, and to continue so long to them, as by
pleasing hum they shall deserve whence 1t must
needs be they should bend all their mtentions and
services to no other ends but to s, that if it
shonld happen that a tyrant (God turn such a
scourge from us to our enemues) should come to
geasp the scepire, here were Ius spearmen and his
lances, here were his firelocks ready, he should
"yneed no other pretorian band nor pensionary than
these, if they could omce with thewr perfidions
preachments awe the people For although the
prelates 1 time of popery were sometimes friendly
enough to Magna Charta, it was becanse they
stood upon their own bottom, without their man
dependance on the royal nod  but now bemg well
acquainted that the protestant religion, 1f she will
reform herself nghtly by the seriptures, must
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not 1 time, with the sovereign treacle of sound
doctrine, provide to fortify their hearts agamst her
herarchy  The service of God, who 15 truth, her
Irturgy confesses to be perfect freedom , but Ter
worhs and her opintons declare that the service of
prelaty 1s perfect slavery, and by consequence per-
feet falsehood  Which makes me wonder much
that many of the gentry, studious men as I hear,
should engage themselves to write and speak pub-
licly in her defence , but that I behieve their honest
and ingenuous natures comung to the umversities
to store themselves with good and solid learning,
and there unfortunately fed with nothing else but
the scrigged and thorny lectuies of monkish and
miserable sophistry, wete sent home agan with such
a scholastic bur 1n their throats as hath stopped
and hindered all true and generous philosophy from
entering, cracked their voices for ever with meta-
physical gargarisms, and hath made them admre
a sort of formal outside men prelatically addicted,

whose unchastened and unwrought minds were
never yet mmtiated ‘or subdued under the true loie
of religion or moral virtue, which two are the
best and greatest points of learming, but either
slightly tramed up 1m a kind of hypocritical and
hachney course of literature to get their hving by,

and dazzle the ignorant, or else fondly over studied
m useless controversies, except those which they
use withiall the specious and delusive subtlety they
are able, to defend therr prelatical | Sparta, hving

a gospel and church government set before ther
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themselves with such a brazen forehead the out-
rageous desire of filthy lucre  Which the prelates
make so Iittle conscience of, that they are ready to
fight and, 1if 1t lay 1n therr power, to massacre all
good Chnstians under the names of horrible schis-
matics, for only finding fault with their temporal
dignities, their unconscionable wealth and revenues,
their cruel authonty over their brethren that labour
mn the word while they snore m their lusurious
excess openly proclammng themselves now in the
sight of all men to be those wlnch for a while
they sought to cover under sheep’s clothing, ra-
venous and savage wolves, thieatening inroads and
bloody mcursions upon the flock of Chrst, which
they tool upon them to feed, but now claim to
devour as therr prey More like that huge dragon
of Egypt, breathing out waste and desolation to
the 1nnd, unless he were daily fattened with vir-
gin’s blood  Him our old patron St George by
s matdhlass v Jdaw, 18 the pielate of the
garter that rends lus collect can tell  And if our
ﬁ‘;nces and kmghts will imtate the fame of that
old champion, as by thewr order of kmghthood
solemnly taken they yow, far be 1t that they should
uphold and side with this English dragon, but
rather to do as indeed their oLEt'HE bind them, they
should make 1t thewr hmghtly adventure to pursue
and vanqush this maghty sail-winged monster,
that menaces to swallow up the land, unless her
bottomless gorge may be satisfied with the blood
of the king’s daughter, the church, and mav. as
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prachice of temperance and sobriety, without the
strong drmk of injurious and excessive desires,
grows up to a noble strength and perfection with
those Ius 1llustrious and sunny locks, the laws,
waving and curling about lus godlike shoulders -
And while he keeps them about um undimmushed
and unshorn, hé may y with the Jawbone of an ass, -
that 15, with the word of his meanest 5t officer, sup-
press and put to confusion thousands of those that
rise agamst his just power  But laying down his
head among the strumpet flattenies of prelates,
while he sleeps and thinks no harm, they wichedly
shaving off all those bright and weighty tresses of
his law, and just prerogatives, -which were his
ornament and strength, deliver him over to indi-
rect and violent counsels, which, as those Phihs-
tines, put out the fair and far-sighted eyes of his
natural discerning, and make him grind m the
prisonhouse of thewr simster ends and practices
upon lim  till he, knowing this prelatical rasor to
have bereft him of lus wonted might, nourish again
his pussnt hair, the golden beams of law and
nght , and they sternly shook, thunder with ruin
upon the heads of those lus evil counsellors, but
not without great affliction to himself This 15 the
sum of their loyal service to hings, yet these are
the men that still cry, The lung, the king, the
Lord’s anointed | 'We grant it, and wonder how
they came to Iight upon anything so true, and
wonder more, if kings be the Lord’s anointed, how
they dare thus ol over and besmear so holy an
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destroy the free use of them to all postenty For
the which, and for all therr former misdeeds,
whereof this book and many volumes more cannot
contamn the moety, I shall move ye, lords, n the
behalf I dare say of many thousand good Chns-
tians, to let your justice and speedy sentence pass
against this great malefactor, prelaty And yetin
the midst of ngour 1 would beseech ye to think of
mercy ; and such a mercy, (I fear I shall oversheot
with 2 destre to save tlus falling prelaty,) such a
mercy (if I may venture to say it) as may exceed
that which for only ten nghteous persons would
have saved Sodom Not that I dare advise ye to
contend with God, whether he or you shall be
more merciful, but 1n your wise esteems to balance
the offences of those peccant cities with these enor-
mous riots of ungodl??rﬁ?mle that prelaty hath
wrought both m the church of Chnst and 1 the
state of tlus hingdom And 1if ye think ye may
with a pious presumption strive to go beyond God
m mercy, I shall not be one now that would dis-
suadeye Though God for less than ten just persons
would not spare Sodom, yet 1f you can find, after
due search, but only one good thing imn prelaty,
either to religion or civil government, to king or
parlament, to prince or people, to law, liberty,
wealth, or learning, spare fer; fet her hve, let her
spread among ye, till with her shadow all your
dignities and honours and all the glory of the land
be darkened and obscured  But on the contrary,
if she be found to be mahgnant, hostile, destructive
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ANIMADVERSIONS UPON THE RE-

MONSTRANT'S DEFENCE AGAINST
SMECTYMNTUS

T you require a further answer, 1t will not ms-
become a Christian to be either more mag-
nanmmous or more devout than Scipio was, who,
mstead of other answer to the frivolous accusations
of Petilws the tribune, “* This day, Romans, (saith
he,) I fought with Hanmbal prosperously, let us
all go and thank the gods that gave us so greata
victory ”’ 1n lthe manner will we now say, not
caring otherwise to answer this unprotestantlihe
objection Inthis age, Britons, God hath reformed
Ins church after many hundred years of popish
corruption, m tlis age he hath freed us from the
mtolerable yoke of prelates and papal disciphine ;
m this age he hath renewed our protestation against
all those yet remaiming dregs of superstition  Let
us all go, every true protested Briton, throughout
the three hingdoms, and render thanks to God the
Father of hght and Fountun of heavenly grace,
and to his Son Chnst our Lord, leaving tlus Re-
monstrant and his adherents to their own designs ;
and let us recount even here without delay the
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patience and long-suffering that God hath used
toward our blindness and hardness time after time.
For he besng equally near to is whole creation of
mankind, and of free power to turn s beneficent
and fatherly regard to what region or hingdom he
pleases, hath yet ever had this island under the
special indulgent eye of Ius providence ; and pitying
us the first of all other nations, after he had decreed
to puntfy and renew Ins church that Iny wallowing
in 1dolatrous pollutions, sent first to us a heahng
messenger to touch softly our sores and carry a
gentle hand over our wounds he Lnocked once
and twice, and came again opeming our drowsy
eyehds leisurely by that ghmmenng hight which
Wicklef and s followers dispersed, and still
taking off by degrees the inveterate scales from our
+ mgh penished sight, purged also our deaf ears, and
prepqrcd themto attend s second warning trumpet
m our grandsires’ days How else coula they hnve
heen able to have recerved the sudden assault of
his reforming Spint, warrnng against human prin-
yeiples, and carnal sense, the pnde of flesh, that
still eried up antiguity, custom, canons, councils,
and laws, and cned down the truth for novelty,
schism, profaneness, and sacrilege? whenas we that
have hived so long 1n abundant light, besides the
sunny reflection of all the neighbournng churches,
have yet our hearts rivetted with those old opimions,
and so obstructed and benumbed with the sume
fleshly reasonings, which i our forefathers soon
melted and gave way, against the morming beam of
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reformation  If God had left undone this whole
work, so contrary to flesh and blood, il ihest
times, iow should we have yielded to Inus heavenly
call, had we been taken, as they were, m the
starhness of ourignorance , that yet, afterall these
spimtual preparatives and purgations, have owm
eathly apprehensions so clammed and furred with

the old leaven? O f we freeze at noon after thewr

emly thaw, let us fear lest the sun for ever ud *

himself w.d turn lus onent steps from our ingrate-
ful horizon, justly condemned to be cternally be-
nighted  'Which dreadful judgment, O thou the
ever-begotten Light and perfect Tmage of the
Father ! intercede, may never come upon us, 18 #¢
trust {hou hast, for thou hast opened our diffienlt
and sad times, and given us an unexpected breath-

-

mg after our long oppressions thou hast done

justice upon those that tyrannized over us, whilc
some men wavered and admired 1 vain shadow of
wisdom 1n a tongue nothing slow to utter guile,
though thou hast taught us to admire only that
which 15 good, 1nd to count that only praiseworthy
which 1s grounded upon thy divine precepts Thou
hast discovered the plots, and frustrated the hopes,
of all the wiched in the land, and put 1o shame the
persecutors of thy church thou hadt made our
falsc prophets to be found a e 1n the sight of all
the people, and chased them with sudden confusion
and amazement before the redoubled bnghtness of
thy descending cloud, that now covers thy taber-
nacle, Whos there that cannot trace thee now m

-~
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thy beamy walk through the midst of thy sanctuary,
amd those golden candlesticks, which have long
suffered a dme_s_s?%oﬁ us through the violence
of those that had seized them, and were more talen
with the mention of their gold than of therr starry
Tight, teaching the doctrine of Balaam, to cast a
stumbling-bloch before thy servants, commanding
them to eat things sacrificed to 1dols, and forcing
fhem to formfication? Come therefore, O thou
- that hast the seven stars in thy right hand, appont
thy chosen priests according to their orders and
courses of old, to mmster before thee, and duly to
press and pour out t the consecrated oil into thy holy
and evcr-bummg hmps \ps__ Thou hast sent out the
spn‘{{ of prayer upon thy servants over all the land
to this effcct, and stured up their vows as the
sound of many waters about thy throne Eiery
one can say that now certamnly thou hast visited
this land, and hast not forgotten the utmost corners
of the earth, mm a time when men had thought that
thou wast gone up from us to the furthest end of
the heavens, and hadst left to do marvellously
among the sons of these last ages O perfect,and
accomplish thy glortous acts ' for men may leave
their works unfinished, but thon art a God, thy
nature 15 perfection shouldst thou bring us thus
Jar onward from Egypt to destroy us 1n this wilder-
_ mess, though we “deserve, yet thy great name would
" suffer m the rejoicing of thine enemies, and the
deluded hope of all thy servants  When thou hast
settled peace in the church, and nghteous judgment
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in the kingdom, then shall all thy samnts address
their voices of 3oy 1nd triumph to thee, standing on
the shore of that Red Sea into which our encmies
had almost driven us  And he that now for haste
snatches up a plain ungarmshed present as a thanh-
offuring to thee, which could not be deferred 1n
regard of thy so many late dehverances wrought
for us one upon 1nother, may then perhaps tale up
2 harp, and sing thee an elaborate song to genera-
tions In that day it shall no more be sud asin
scorn, this or that was never held so till thus present
age, when men have better learnt that the timee
and seisons pass along under thy feet to go and
tome at thy lidding  and as thou didst dignify our
fathers’ days with many revelations above all the
forepoing ages since thou toohest the flesh, so
thou canst vouchsafe to us (though unworthy) as
Iarge a portion of thy Spint as thou pleasest for
who shail prejudice thy all-goverming will? sceing
the power of thy grace is not passed away with the
primitive tumes, as fond and faithless men 1magine,
but thy hingdom s now at hand, and thou standing
at thedoor Come forth out of thy royal chambers,
O Prince of all the kings of the carth | put on the
visible robes of thy impenal myesty, tike up that
unhmted sceptre wlich thy Almighty Father hath
bequeathed thee, for now the voice of thy bride «
calls thee, and 2l creatures sigh to be renewed o
* * »* * »* » *

This 15 the root of all our muschief, that which

they allege for the encouragement of their studies *
ra oy U e
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should be cut away forewith as the very bait of
pnde and ambition, the very garbage that draws
together all the fowls of prey and ravine in the
land to come and gorge upon the church. How
can 1t be but ever unhappy to the church of
England, while she shall tlink to entice men to
the pure service of God by the same means that
were used to tempt our Saviour to the service of
the devil, by laymg before him honour and pre-
ferment? Fit professors mndeed are they hke to
be to teach others thit godliness with content 15
great gain, whenas their godlmess of teaching had
not been but for worldly gain The heathen phu-
losophers thought that virtue was for 1ts own sake
mestimable, and the greatest gamn of a teacher to
male a soul virtuous , so Xenophon writes to So-
crates, who never bargamed with any for teaching
them, he feared not lest those who had recenved
so high a benefit from him would not of their own
free will return him all possible thanhs Was
moral virtue so lovely and so allumng, and
heathen men so enamoured of her as to teach
and study her with greatest neglect and contempt
of worldly profit and advancement? And is Chns-
nan piety so homely and so unpleasant, and Chns-
tian men so cloyed with her, as that none will
study and teach her but for lucre and preferment ?
O stale grown piety ! O gospel rated as cheap as
thy Master, at thirty pence, and not worth the
study unless thou canst Biiy those that will sell
thee ' O race of Cz}p_eglmtans, senseless of divine
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doctrime, and capable only of loaves and belly-
cheer | But they will grant, perhaps, piety may
thrive, but Jearning will decay I would famn ask
these men at whose hands they seek inferior things,
as wealth, honour, therr danty fare, thewr lofty
houses? No doubt but they will soon answer,
that all these things they seek at God’s hands.
Do they think then that all these meaner and
superfluous things come from God, and the divine
aift of learning from the den of Plutus, or the cave
of Mammon? Certainly never any clear spint
nursed up up from brighter influences, with a soul
enlarged to the dimensions of spacious art and high
knowledge, ever entered there but with scorn, and
thought 1t ever foul disdain to make pelf or am-
bition the reward of his studies; it being the
greatest honour, the greatest fruit and proficiency
of learned studies to despise these things Not
Itberal science but illiberal must that needs be
that mounts 1 contemplation merely for money
And what would 1t aval us to have a hireling
clergy, though never so learned? For such can
have neither true wisdom nor grace, and then 1n
vamn do men trust in learning where these be
wanting  If m less noble and almost mechame
arts, according to the defimtions of those authors,
he 15 not esteemed to deserve the nime of a com-
plete architect, an excellent panter, or the like,
that bears not a generous mind above the peasantly
regard of wages and hire, much more must we
think him a most imperfect and mcomplete divine
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who 15 so far from bemg a contemner of filthy
lucre that his whole divinity 15 moulded and bred
up 1n the beggarly and brutish hopes of a fat
prebendary, deanery, or bishopric, which peor
and low-pitched desires, if they do but mix with
those other heavenly intentions that draw a man
to this study, 1t 15 justly expected that they should
bring forth a baseborn 1ssue of divinity, Iike that
of those imperfect and putrid creatures that receive
a crawhng Iife from two most unhke procreants,
the sun and mud And in matters of religion,
there 15 not anything more mtolerable than a
learned fool, or a learned hypocrite the one 1s
ever cooped up at his empty speculations, a sof,
an 1diot for any use that mankind can make of
him, or else sowing the world with mice and 1dle
questions, and with much toil and difficulty wading
to lus auditors up to the eyebrows in deep shallows
that wet Dot the imnstep a plamm unlearned man
that Iives well by that Iight which he has, 15 better
and wiser and edifies others more towards a godly
and happy Iife than he The other 1s still using
his sophisticated arts, and bending all his studies
bow to mahe his msatiate avance and ambition
seem pious and orthodoxal, by pamting his lewd
and decertful pnnciples with a smooth and glossy
varmsh 1 2 doctrmal way, to bring about his
wichedest purposes Instead of the great harm
therefore that these men fear upon the dissolving
of prelates, what an ease and happmess will 1t be
to us when tempting rewards are taken away, that
the cunningest and most dangerous mercenares
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will cease of themselves to frequent the fold, whom
otherwise scarce all the priyers of the futhful could
have Lept back from devouring the floch! But a
true pastor of Christ’s sending hath this especial
marh, that for greatest labours and greatest mernts
m the church he requires either nothing, 1f he
could so subsist, or 2 very common and reasonable
supply of human necessaries We cannot therc-
fore do better than to leave thus care of ours to
God ke can casily send labourers 1nto his harvest,
that shall not cry, Give, gine, but be contented
with a moderate and bLeseemmg allowance, nor
will he suffer true learming to be wanting where
true grace and our obedience to him abounds

for 1f he give us to know hum“anght, and to
practise this our knowledge m nght-established
disciphne, how much more will he replemish us
with all~abilities in tongues and arts that may
conduce to hus glory and our good! He can stir
up nich fathers to bestow exqusite education upon
their children, and so dedicate them to the service
of the gospel, he can mke the sons of nobles lns
mimsters, and princes to be lns Nazantes, for
certanly there 15 no employment more honourable,
more worthy to take up a great spint, more re-
quining a generous and free nurture, than to be the
messenger and herald of heavenly truth from God
to man, and by the faithful work of holy doctrine
to procreate 1+ number of faithful men, making a
Lind of creation lihe to God’s, by infusing his spinit
and hheness nto them, to their salvation, as God
did into him, ansing to what chimate soever he
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AN APOLOGY FOR SMECTYMNUUS.

ITH me 1t fares now as with him whose
outward garment hath been injured and
l:bedighted , for having no other shift, what
help but to turn the mside outwnrd, especially 1f
the linmng be of the Same, or, as 1t 15 sometimes,
much better ? Soif my name and outward demean-
om be not evident enough to defend me, I must
make trial 1f the discovery of my inmost thoughts
can wherem of two purposes, both honest and
both sincere, the one perhaps I shall not miss,
although I fail to gain belief with others, of being
such as my perpetual thoughts shall here disclose
me, I may yet not fail of success in persuading
some to be such really themselves, as they cannot
believe me to be more than what I feign
I had my time, readers, as others have, who
have good learning bestowed upon them, to be
sent to those places where, the opimon was, 1t
might be soonest attamed , and as the manrer 1s,
was not unstudied m those authors which are most
commended Whereof some were grave orztors
and historians, whose matter methought I loved
ndeed, but as my age then was, so I understood
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times preferred : whereof not to be sensible when
good and fair 1n one person meet, argues botn a
gross 2nd shallow judgment amd withal an un-
gentle and swamsh breast. For by the firm
setthng of these persuasions I became, to my best
mcmory, so much a proficient that if I found
those authors anywhere speahing unworthy things
of themeelves, or unchaste of those names which
before they had extolled, this effect 1t wrought
with me ; from that time forward their art I stll
applauded, but the men I deplored, and above
them all preferred the {wo famons renowners of
Beatnce and Laura, who never wnte but honour
of them to whom they devote their verse, display-
ing sublime and pure thoughts, without transgres-
sion. And long 1t was not after, when I was
zonfirmed in this opmion, that he who would not
ne frustrate of lus hope to wnte well hereafter in
Tzudable things ought himself to be a_true poem
that is, 2 composition and pattern of the best and
honourablest things ; not presuming to sing high
praises of heroic men, or famous cities, unless he
have m himself the expenence and the practice of
all that which is praiseworthy  These reasonmngs,
together with a certain miceness of nature, an
honest haughtiness, and self-esteem either of what
I was, or what I might be, (vhich let envy call
pnde,) and lastly that modesty, whereof, though
not 1n the title-page, yet here T may be excused to
make some beseeming profession ; all theze umting
} the supply of thewr natural aid together, Lept me
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™

fast observation of that virtue [which abhors the
soctety of bordelloes 1

Thus, from the laureat fratermity of poets, npe:
years and the ceaseless round of study and reading
led me to the shady spaces of philosophy , but
chiefly to the divine volumes of Plato, and his
equal Xenophon where, if I should tell ye what
1 learnt of chastity and love, I mean that which 1s
truly so, whose charmmg cup 1s only virtue, which!
she bears 1n her hand to those who are worthy , ¢
(the rest are cheated with a thick intoxicating |-
potion, which a certamn sorceress, the abuser of'’
love’s name, carries about ,) andh\o:;ilf{rst and* 4
cluefest office of love begins and ends'in the soul
produ?:ﬁx? those T\-é;py twins of her divine g genera- !
tion, knowledge and virtue , with such abstracted”
sublimities as these, 1t might be worth your Listen. !
g, readers, as I may one day hope to have ye in
a still time, when there shall be no chiding , not
1 these noses, the adversary, a8 ye Lanow, barhing
at the door, or searchmg for me at the bordelloes, |
where 1t may be he has lost himself, and raps up -
without pity the sage and rheumatic old prelatesse,
with all her young Cormthian laity, to inquire 1
for such a one

Last of all, not 1n time, but as perfection 1s Jast,
that care was ever had of me, with my earhest
capacity, not to be neghgently tramed 1n the pre-
cepts of the Chnstian rehigion. this that I have
hitherto related hath been to shew that though
Chnstiamty had been but shghtly taught me, yet
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tecrtun rernedae s of matur T 1 o0l
mortl direiphne, eyt ot of the g0t%er p L0
saphy, vas ennvph to Leep me 30 ds T of fue
Joewapcentanence ther thy of the bosdel's T o
baang had the dostrine «f hely, wngevrs e s
tho-e chrete »nd birh e cpr oo vt g0, 07 8
care anfosed, thet “the bod, », for 1o T ool ~r}
*the Lord for the beedy 7 tix alio T oarsuel to
my-elfy 114t sl vachastity i a2 vomen, c e q b
Paul terms the plory of e, e S g roe bl
aned dichonour, Yo oroa™ o nea, we o gr
bath the fmape ead play of God, 1t sence, e
commonly not <9 thay Ly, e mech maes wet's »
mpand didienesratle, i hes n Lethapar 8
hi own body, which 15 the parfecter tex, it i
a'n oplany, whah s i the vnmurgy ond, ot
which 15 want, ~punst the wrege and pler, of
God, which 1 m himredf No= dud 1 rlemler
over that phcc expresserg s eb b horevend of
ever accompanyinge :hc !nmh with Lhcwc celes
sops to others inapprehier able, Lot nat to tho »
who were not defiled with women, vinek doabit.
less mewrs formeation for marmage muv not o
¢illed a defilament,

Thus Targe T he purpocely been, thatsf 11 ~ve
been justly taxed with thas enme, 1t may come
upon me, after all this my confesmior, with r ten.
fold shame = bt af 1 have hitherto desened 10
such opprobrious word, or suspicion, I m~y hereby
engnge myself now openly to the futhful ob-erva.
tion of whnt I have professed
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But to the end that nothing may be omtted
which may farther satisfy any conscionable man,
who notwithstanding what I could eaplamn before
the Ammadversions, remamns yet unsatisfied con-
cerning that way of writing which I there defended,
but this confuter, whom 1t pinches, utterly disap-
proves, I shall assay once agam, and perhaps
with more success If therefore the question were
1n oratory, whether a vehement vein throwing out
indignation or scorn upon an object that ments 1t,
were among the aptest zdeas of speech to be al-
lowed, it were my work, and that an easy one, to
male 1t clear both by the rules of best rhetoricians
and the famousest evamples of the Greek and
Roman orations But since the religion of 1t 1s
disputed, and not the art, I shall make use only
of such reasons and authorities as rehgion cannot
except against It will be harder to gamsay than
for me to evince that mn the teach.ng of men
diversely tempered different ways are to be tried
The Baptist, we know, was a stnict man, remaik-
able for austenty and set order of Ife Our
Saviour, who had all gifts 1n him, was Lord to
express his indoctrinating power 1n what sort hun
best scemed, sometimes by a mild and famihar
converse , sometimes with plamn and mmpartial
home spealung, regardiess of those whom the
auditors mght think he should have had n more
respect , otherwhile, with bitter and ireful rebukes,
if not terchmng, yet leaving ewvcuseless those his
wilful impugners, - o
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drawn with two_blazing metcors, figured ke
beasts, but of a hlgher breed than any the zodiac
yields, resembling two of those four which Ezehael *
and St John saw, the one v1saged Iike a hion, to
express power, high authonty, and indignation,
the otherof countenance like a man, to cast dension
and scorn upon perverse and fraudulent seducers
with these the invincible warrior, Zeal, shaking
loosely the slack remns, dnives over the heads of
scarlet prelates and such as are isolent to mam-
tam traditions, brulsmg therr stiff necks under his ¢

flamung wheels,
* * »* * * ¥ *
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THE DOCTRINE AND DISCIPLINE
OF DIVORCE

OURTHLY, Marnage 1s a covenant, the very

being whereof cogig-\_“"mtm a, forced co-
habitation and counterfeit performance of dutres,
but 1 unfeigned love and peace and of ma-
trimomal love, no doubt but that was chiefly
meant, which by the ancient sages was thus
parabled , that Love, 1f he be not twin born, yet
hath a brother wondrous like ham, called Aws ,
whom while he seeks all about, his chance 15 to
meet with many false and faignmng desires that
wander singly up and down in fus hikeness by
them 1 thewr borrowed garb, Love, though not
wholly bhnd, as poets wrong him, yet having but
one eye, as bemg born an archer aiming, and that
eye not the quickest in this dark region here below,
which 15 not Love’s proper sphere, partly out of
the simpheity and credubity wiich 15 native to him,
often deceived, embraces and consorts him waith
these obvious and suborned stnplings, as if they
were his mothet’s own sons, for so he thinks them,
while they subtilly Leep themselves most on s
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duties which there 1s no help for, but they must be
dissembled If Solomon’s advice be not over-fiolic,
‘Iave joyfully,’ saith he, ‘with the wife whom
¢ thou lovest, all thy days, for that 1s thy portion ’
how then, where we find 1t impossible to rejoice or
tolove, can we obey this precept® How miserably
do we defraud ourselves of that comfortable por-
tion which God gives us, by striving vamly to
glue an error together which God and nature will
not jon, adding but more vexation and violence to
that blissful society by our importunate superstition,
that will not hearken to St Paul, 1 Cor vu1, who,
speaking of marriage and divorce, determines plan
enough 1 general that God theremn ‘hath called
‘us to peace, and not to bondage!’ Yea, God
himself commands 1n his law more than once, and
by lus prophet Malachi, as Calvin and the best
translations read, that ‘he who hates, let him
¢ divoice,’ that 15, he who cannot love Henceit 1s
that the rabbns, and Maimomdes, famous among
the rest, 1 a book of his set forth by Buxtorfius,
tells us, that ¢ divorce was permitted by Moses to
¢ preserve peace in marriage, and quet n the
¢family °  Surely the Jews had their saving peace
about them as well as we , yet care was taken that
this wholesome prowvision for household peace
should also be allowed them and must this be
denied to Chnstians? O perverseness! that the
law .should be made more provident of peace-
making than the gospel t that the gospel should be
put to beg a most necessary help of mercy from the

2
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gaod tlungs, and arts mn due order, which would
bring the whole language quickly into thewr power
Thus I take to be the most rational and most pro-
fitable way of learming languages, and whereby we
may best hope to give account to God of our
youth spent herein

And for the usual method of teaching arts, 1
deem 1t to De an old error of nmversities, nof yet
well recovered from the scholastic grossness of
barbarous ages, that mstead of begimning with arts
most easy, {and those be such as are most obvious
to the sense;) they present their young unmatricu-
lated novices, at first coming, with the most mntel-
lective abstractions of logic and metaphysics, so
that they having but newly left those grammatic
flats and shallows, where they stuck unreasonably
15 Jearn a few words with lamentable construction,
and now on the sudden transported under another
chmate, to be tossed and turmoiled with their
unballasted wits mn fathomless and unquiet deeps
of controversy, do for the most part grow mnto
hatred and contempt of learning, moched and
deluded all this while with ragged notions and
babblements, while they eapected worthy and
dehghtful knowledge, il poverty or youthful
yeats call them importunately thewr seveial ways,
and hasten them, with the sway of fnends, erther
to an ambitious and mercenary, or ignorantly
zealous divimity  some allured to the trade of Iaw,
grounding their purposes not on the prudent and
heavenly contemplation of justice and equty,

G
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wits to that asmme feast of sowthistles and +
brambles which 1s commonly set before them as
all the food and entertamnment of their tenderest
and most docible age I call therefore a complete !
and generous education, that which fits 2 man to
perform justly, skilfully, and magnammously all
the offices, both private and public, of peace and |
war And how all this may be done between
twelve and one and twenty, less time than 15 now
bestowed 1n pure tnfling at grammar and sophistry,
15 to be thus ordered.

Furst, to find out a spacious house and ground
about 1t fit for an academy, and big enough to
lodge a hundred and fifty persons, whereof twenty
or thereabout may be attendants, all under the
government of one, who shall be thought of desert
sufficient, and abihty either to do all or wisely
to direct and oversee 1t done This place should
be at once both school and university, not needing
a remove to any other house of scholarship, except
1t be some peculiar college of law, or physic, where
they mean to be practitioners, but as for those
general studies which take up all our time from
Laly to commencing, as they term 1t, master of art,
1t should be absolute  After this pattern, as many
edifices may be converted to this use as shall be
needful 1in every city throughout this land, which
would tend much to the mcrease of learmng and
cavility everywhere This number, less or more,
thus collected, to the convenience of a foot com-
pany, or mterchangeably two troops of cavalry,
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should divide their day’s work into three parts as
it hes orderly; their studies, their eaercise, and
their diet

For therr studies, first, they should begin with
the chief and necessary rules of some good grammar,
either that now used or any better ; and while this
1s domng, their speech 1s to be fashioned to a distinct
and clear pronunciation, as near as may be to the
Ttahan, especially in the vowels For we Enghsh.-
men, bemng far northerly, donot open our mouths in
the cold air wide enough to grace a southern tongue ;
but are observed by all other mations to speak
exceeding close and mward, so that to smatter Latin
with an English mouth 1s as 1l a hearing as law_

French Neat, to make them espert 1n the use-
fullest pomts of grammar, and withal to season
them and win them ealy to the love of virtue and
true labour, ere any flattering seducement or vamn
prnciple seize them wandering, some easy and
delightful book of education would be read to them,
.'whereof the Greeks have store, as Cebes, Plutarch,
and other Socratic discourses. But 1 Latm we
have none of classic authonty extant, except the
two or three first books of Qunctilian, and some
select pieces elsewhere,

But here the mam skill and groundwork will be
to temper i “fhem such lectures and explanations,
‘upon”every opportumity, as may lead and draw
them mm willing obedience, inflamed with the study
of learming and the admiration of virtue, stirred up
with high hopes of living to be brave men and
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worthy patriots, dear to God, and famous to all
ages, that they may despise and scorn all their
childish and 11l-taught qualities, to delight in manly
and liberal exercises, which he who hath the art
and proper eloquence to catch them with, what with
mild and effectual persuasions, and what with the
mtimation of some fear, if need be, but chiefly by
his own example, might 1n a short space gan them
to an mncredible dihgence and courage, infusing mto
their young breasts such an mgenuous and noble
ardour as would not fail to make many of them
renowned and matchless men At the same time,
some other hour of the day, mught be taught them
therules of arithmetic , and soon after the elements
of geometry, even playing, as the old manner was

After eveming repast, till bedtime, thewr thoughts
would be best taken up mn the easy grounds of
religion, and the story of seripture.

The next step would be to the authors of agn-
culture, Cato, Varro, and Columella, for the matter
15 most easy, and 1f the language be difficult, so
much the better, 1t 1s not a difficulty above therr
years And here will be an occasion ofjmciting
and enabling them hereafter to improve the tillage
of their country, to recover the bad sol, and to
remedy the waste that 1s made of good, for this
was one of Hercules’ praises  Ere half these authors
De read Twiieh will soon be with plying hard and
dmly) they cannot choose but be masters of any
ordmnary prose  So that it will be then seasonable
for them to learn in any modern author the use of



86 ON EDUCATION

the globes, and all the maps first with the old
names and then with the new, or they might be
then capable to read any compendious method of
natural philosophy  And at the same time might
be entening into the Greek tongue, after the same
manner as was before prescribed in the Latin,
whereby the difficulties of grammar bemng soon
overcome, all the hustonical physiology of Anstotle
and Theophrastus are open before them, and, as I
may say, under contribution  The hke access will
be to Vitruvius, to Seneca’s natural questions, to
Mela, Celsus, Phny, or Solinus And having
thus passed the principles of anthmetic, geometry,
astronomy, and geography, with a general compact » '
of physics, they may descend 1 mathematics to the
instrumental science of trigonometry, and from
thence to fortification, architecture, enginery, or
havigation  And in natural philosophy they may
proceed lewsurely from the history of meteors,
minerals, plants, and living creatures, as far as
anatomy

Then also 1n course mught be read to them, out
of some not tedious wnter, the mstitution of phy-
si¢, that they may know the tempers, the humours, .
the seasgns, and how to manage a crumwhlch o
he who can wisely and timely do, 1s not onlya
great physician to himself and to his fnends, but also
may, at some time or other, save an army by this
frugaland exéenseless means orﬁymot let the
healthy and stout bodies of young men rot away
under him for want of this disciphine , which 15 a
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great pity, and no less a shame to the commander
To set forward all these proceedings m nature and
mathematics, what hinders but that they may pro-
cure, as oft as shall be needful, the helpful ex-
perience of hunters, fowlers, fishermen, shepherds,
gardeners, apothecaries? and m the other sciences,
architects, engineers, mariners, anatomists, “whor
doubtless would be ready, some for reward, and
some to favour such a hopeful seminary And this
will give them such a real tincture of natural
Lnowledge as they shall never forget, but daily
augment with dehght Then also those poets which
,are now counted most hard will be both facile and
*"p‘leas'mt, Orpheus, Hesiod, Theocntus, Aratus,
- Nicander, Oppian, Dionystus ; " and 1 Latim,
Lucretus, Manihus, and the rural part of Virgil,
By tlus time, yers and good general precepts
will have furmished them more distinctly with that
act of reason which 1n ethics 1s called Praazrm.r,
that they may with some judgment contemplate
upon moral good andevil  Then will be required
a special rewnforcement of constint and sound n-
doctrinating, to set them right and firm, instructing
them more amply i the Lnowledge of virtue and
the hatred of vice, while their young and phant
affections are led through all the moral works of
Plato, Xenophon, Cicero, Plutarch, Laertws, and
- those Locnan remnants of Timaeus, but still to be
rch n their mghtward studies, wherewath they
” close the d1y’s work, under the determm'\te sen-
tence of Dauid or Solomon or the exangehsts and
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apostolic scriptures  Being perfect 1n the know-
ledge of personal duty they may then begin the
study of economics. And either now, or before
this, they may Rave easily learned, at any odd hour,
the Italian tongue And soon after, but with warn-
ness and good antidote, 1t would be wholesome
enough to let them taste some choice comedies,
Greel,, Latin, or Italian, those tragedies also, that
treat of household matters, as Trachimee, Alcestss,
and the like

The neat removal must be to the study of poh-
tics , to know the beginning, end, and reasons of
political societies ; that they may not, in a dan-
gerous fit of the commonwealth, be such poor,
shaken, uncertain reeds, of such a tottering con-
science, as many of our great counsellors have
lately shewn themselves, but steadfast mllars of the
state After this, they are to dive mto the grounds
of law, and legal justice , delivered first and with
best warrant by Moses , and as far as human pru-
dence can be trusted, in those extolled remains of
Grecian lawgivers, Lycurgus, Solon, Zaleucus,
Charondas, and thence to all the Roman educts and
tableswith their Justinian , and so down tothe Saxon
and co common laws of England, and the statutes.

Sundays also and every evemng may / be now
understandingly spent 1n the highest matters of
theology, and church history ancient and modern,
and ere this time the Hebrew tongue at a set hour
might have been gamned, that the Scriptures may
be now read in therr own ongmal,’ whereto 1t
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would be no impossibility to add the Chaldee and
the Synan dialect YWhen all these employments
are well conquered, then will the choice histories,
heroic poems, and Attic tragedies of statehest and
most regal argument, with all the famous political
orations, offer themselves , which if they weie not
only read, but some of them got by memory, and
solemnly pronounced with right accent and grace,
as might be taught, would endue them even with
the spinit and wigour of Demosthenes or Cicero,
Eunipides or Sophocles

And now, lastly, will be the time to read with
them those orgamic arts which enable men to dis-
course and wrte perspicuously, elegantly, and
according to the fittest style, of lofty, mean, or
lowly Logic, therefore, so much as 1s useful, 1s to
be referred to this due place with all her well-
couched heads and topics, until 1t be time to open
her contracted .palm mnto a graceful and omate
rhetorie, taught out of the rule of Plato, Anstotle,
Phalereus, Cicero, Hermogenes, Longinus  To
which poetry would be made subsequent, or indeed
rather precedent, as bemg less subtile and fine, but
more simple, sensuous, and passionate. I mean
not here the prosody of a verse, which they could
not but have hit on before among the rudiments of
grammar , but that subhime art which 1n Anstotle’s
Poetics, in Horace, and the Itahan commentares
of Castelvetro, Tasso, Mazzom, and others, teaches
what the laws are of a true epic poem, what of a
dramatic, what of a lync, what decorum is, which
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The course of study hitherto briefly described 1s,
what I can guess by reading, likest to those
ancient and famous schools of Pythagoras, Plato,
Isocrates, Aristotle, and such others, out of which
were bred such a number of renowned philosophers,
orators, historians, poets, and princes all over
Greece, Italy, and Asia, besides the flounishing
studies of Cyrene and Alexandria  But heren it
shall exceed them, and supply a defect as great as
that which Plato noted in the commonwealth of
Sparta , whereas that city tramed up therr youth
most for war, and these in their academies and
Lyczeum all for the gown, thus mstitution of breed-
mg which I here delincate shall be equally good
both for peace and war  Therefore about an hour
and a half ere they eat at noon should be allowed
them for exercise, and due rest afterwards , but the
time for this may be enlarged at pleasure, ac-
cording as therr nsing in the morning shall be
early

The exercise which I commend first 15 the exact
use of their weapon, to guard, and to strike safely
with edge or pomnt, this will keep them healthy,
mimble, strong, and well 1n breath , 1t 1s also the
Iikeliest means to make them grow large and tall,
and to mnspire them with a gallant and fearless
courage, which being tempered with seasonable
lectures and precepts to them of true fortitude and
patience, will turn 1nto a native and heroic valour,
and make them hate the cowardice of dong wrong
They must be also practised 1n all the lockj and
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sport, but with much exactness and daily muster,
served out the rudiments of thew soldiership, n
all the shill of embatthng, marching, encamping,
fortifying, besieging, and battering, with all the
helps of ancient and modern stratagems, tactics,
and warhke maxims, they may as 1t were out of a
long war come forth renowned and perfect com-
manders 1 the service of therr country They
would not then, if they were trusted with fair and
hopeful armes, suffer them, for want of just and
wise disciphne, to shed away from about them like
sich feathers, though they be never so oft supphed.
they would not suffer their empty and unrecrutable
colonels of twenty men 1n a company to quaff out
or convey into secret hoards the wages of a delu-
sive histand a miserable remnant, yet in the mean-
while to be overmastered with a score or two of
drunkards, the only soldiery left about them, or
else to comply with all rapines and violences No,
certamly, 1f they knew aught of that knowledge
that belongs to good men or good governors, they
would not suffer these things

But to return to our own mstitute besides these
constant exercises at home, there 15 another oppor-
tumty of gamming expenience to be won from plea-
sure 1itself abroad, in those vernal seasons of the
year when the air 1s calm and pleasant, 1t were an
njury and sullenness agamst nature not to go out
and see her riches, and partake i her rejoicing
with heaven and earth I should not therefore be
a persuader to them of studying much then, after






ON EDUCATION 05

Now, lastly, for their diet there cannot be much
to say, save only that 1t would be best i the same
house , for much time else would be lost abroad,
and many 1ll habits got, and that 1t should be
plam, healthful, and moderate, I suppose 1s out of
controversy Thus, Mr Harthb, you have a gene-
ral view 1n wrting, as your desire was, of that
which at several times I had discoursed with you
concerning the best and noblest way of education ,
not beginning, as some have done, from the cradle,
which yet might be worth many considerations, if
brevity had not been my scope , many other cir-
cumstances also I could have mentioned, but this,
to such as have the worth mn them to make tnal,
for Iight and direction may be enough Only I
believe that this 1s not a bow for every man to
shoot 1n that counts Iumself a teacher, but will
require smews almost equal to those which Homer,
gave Ulysses , yet I am withal persuaded that 1t
may prove ove much more easy 1 the assay than it
now seems at a distance, and much more 1llustrious ;
howbeit not more difficult than I imagime, and
that imagnation presents me with nothing but
very happy, and very p0551ble according to best
wishes, 1f God have so decreed, and tiis age
have 5 spint and capacity enough to apprehend
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A SPEECH FOR THE LIBERTY OF
UNLICENSED PRINTING TO THE
PARLIAMENT OF ENGLAND 1044
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This 15 true hiberty, when free born men,
Having to advise the public, may speak free,
Which he who can, and will, deserves high praise
Who netther can, nor wall, may hold his peace
What can be juster in a state than this?
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1, !
Ifﬁr,r,:

HEY who to states and governors of the com-
monwealth direct thewr speech, high court of
parliament, or wanting such access in a private
condition, write that which they foresee may ad-
vance the public good, I suppose them, as at the
beginning of no mean endeavour, not a httle
altered and moved inwardly in their minds ; some
with doubt of what will be the success, others
with fear of what will be the censure; some with
hope, others with confidence of what they have
to speak And me perhaps each of these dis-
positions, as_the_subject was whereon I entered,
may have at other times varously affected ; and
bikely might in these foremost expressions now
also disclose which of them swayed most, but that
the very attempt of this address thus made, and
the thought of whom 1t hath recourse to, hath got
the power withm me to_a passion, far more wel-
come than incidental to a preface,
‘Which though I stay not to confess ere any ask,
I shall be blameless, 1f 1t be no other than the joy
and gratulation which 1t brings to all who wish to
promote thewr country’s iberty , whereof this whole
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discourse proposed will be a certamn testimony, 1f
not a trophy, For this 15 not the hiberty which
we can hope, that no grievance ever should arise
i the commonwealth, that let no man mn this
world expect; but when complants are freely
heard, deeply considered, and speedily reformed,
then 1s the utmost bound of civil Iiberty obtained
that wise men look for To which if I now mani-
fest, by the very sound of this which I shall utter,
that we are already 1 good part arnived, and_yet
!‘from such a steep disadvantage of tyranny and
ssuperstition grounded into our principles as was
, beyond the manhgod of 2 Roman recovery, 1t will
be attributed first, as 1s most due, to the strong
assistance of God, our deliverer; next, to your
faithful gmdance and undaunted wisdom, lords and
commons of England Neither 1s 1t 1n God’s es-
teem the diminution of his glory when honour-
able things are spoken of good men and worthy
magistrates, which 1f T now first should begin to
do, after so fair a progress of your laudable deeds,
and such a long obhigement upon the whole realm
to your indefatigable virtues, I might be justly
reckoned among the taidiest and the unwillingest
of them that praise ye
Nevertheless there being thiee principal things
without which all praising 1s but courtship and
flattery {rsi, when that only 15 praised which 15
sohdly worth prase; nevt, when greatest likeli-
hoods are brought that such things are truly and
really 1n those persons to whom they are ascribed ,
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the other, when he who praises, by shewing that
such his actual persuasion 1s of whom he wntes, can
demonstrate that he flatters not , the former two
of these I have heretofore end@urmng
the employment from Jum who went about to im-
nair your merits with a tnvial and mahgn:mt enco-
num , the latter as belonging chiefly to mine own
acaiol'ttnl, that whom 1 so extolled I did nat flatter,
hath been reserved opportunely to this occasion

Tor he who freely magmfies what hath been nobly
done, and fears notto declare as freely what mightbe
donebetter, gives ye the best covenantofus fidelity;
and that lus loyalest affection and hus hope waits on
your proceedings  His lughest prawsing 15 not flat-
tery, and his plainest adviceis a kind of praismg, for
though I should affirm and hold by argument that
1t would fare better with trath, with learning, and
the commonwealth, 1f one of your published orders,
which I should name, were called in, yet at the
same time 1t could not but much redound to the
lustre of your mild and egual government, whenas
private persons are hereby ammated to think ye
better pleased with public advice than other statists
have been dehighted heretofore with pubhic ﬁ‘tttery

And men will then see what difference there 1s
between the magnanimity of 1 trienmal parliament
and that jealous haughtiness of prelates and cabmn
counsellors that usurped of late, whenas they shall
observe ye m the midst of your victories and suc-
cesses more gently hrooking written exceptions
agamst a voted order than other courts, which had
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produced nothing worth memory but the weak
ostentation of wealth, would have endured the
Icast sigmfied dishike at any sudden proclamation
If 1 should thus far presume upon the meck
demennour of your civil and gentle greatness, lords
and commons, as what your published order hath
directly sud, that to gunsay, I might defend my-
self with ease, if any should accuse me of bang
new or insolent, did they but know how much .
better I find ye esteemit to imitate the old and cle-
gant humanty of Grccce than the barbane pride
of a Hunmsh and N grwcrrnn stateliness  And out
of those ages to whose pollfe:;xsdoxn and letters -~
we owe that we are not yet Goths nd Jutlanders,
I could name him who fiom lus private house wrote
that discourse to the parhament of Athens that
persuades them to change the form of democracy
wiich was then established  Such honour was
done 1 those dnys to men who professed the study
of wisdom and cloquence, not only in thar own
country but i other lands, that cities and signiories -
heard them gladly, and with great respeet, il they
had qught mn public to admonish the state . Thus
thd Dion Pruseus, a stranger and 2 private orator,
counsel the Rhodins against a former edict 5 and
1 1bound with other hike examples, which to set
here would besuperfluous  But of from the indus-
try of 2 life wholly dedicated to studious labours,
and  those mrtural endowments haply wot the
worst for two and {ifty degrees of northern latitude,
0 much must be aeregeted as 1o count me not

v
-
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equal to any of those whohad this privilege, Twould
obtawn ¢o be thought not so mferior as yourselves
are supenor to the most of them who received their
counsel ; and how far you excel them, be assured,
lords and commons, there can no greater tesumony
appear than when your prudent spit achnowledges
and obeys the voice of reason, from what quarter
soever 1t be heard speaking, and senders ye as
withng to repea%any act of your own setting forth
as any set forth by your predecessors

If ye be thus resolved, as 1t were myury to think
ye were not, 1 know not what should withhold me
from presenting ye with a fit mstance wherem to
shew both that love of truth which ye eminently
profess, and that upnghtness of your judgment
winch 15 not wont to be parhal to yourselves ; by
judging over agamn that order which ye have or-
damed ‘to regulate printing that no bool,
¢ pamphlet, or paper shail be henceforth printed,
‘unless the same be first approved and hcensed
“ by such, or at least one of such, as shall be thereto
‘ appomnted * FW& Justly
every man’s copy to lumself, or provides for the
poor, I touch not, only wish they be not made
pretences to abuse and persecute honest and pam-
Ju} men who offend not meither of these particulars,
But that other clause of hicensmg books, which we
thought had died with ks brother quadragesimal |
and matnimonial when the prelates expired, T shall>-
novw attend with such a homuly as shall lay before ye,
first, thenventors of 1t to be those whom ye wmillbe
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loath to own 3 nevt, what 1sto be thought in general
of1eading, whatever sort thebooks be and thattius
order avails nothing to the suppressing of scan-
dalous, seditious, and hbellous books, which were
manly intended to be suppressed  Last, thatat will
be primely to the discouragement of all learming, and
the stop of truth, not only by disexercising and blunt-
g our abihties m what we know lready, but by
hindenng and cropping the discosery that might be
yet further made, bothin rehigious and civilwisdom
I deny not but that 1t 1s of greatest concernment
1 the church and commonwealth to have a
vigilnt eye how hooks demean themselves, as
well as men, and thereafter to confine, 1mpnson,
»nd do sharpest justice on them as malefrctors,
for books are not absolutely dead things, but do
contun 1 progeny of hfe in them to be 1s actinve as
that <oul w1s whose pro«cny they are, nay, they
do preserve 25 n 4 vial the purest efficacy and
crtmetion of that Ining intellect that bred them
T Lknow they are 1s hively, and as vigorously pro
ductine, as thosc fbulous drgon’s_teeth  and
boing sown up and down, may chance to spring
wp armed men And yet, on the other hand,
less vwanmness be nsed, as good almost hill 2 man
-5 1ill a good book who lills 4 man hills a
reazonnble creature, God’s image, but he who
des'roys n grood hool, Jalls revson atself, hills the
image of God, rsatwere, intheeye  Many a man
Ines 2 barden ta the eaeth s but a good book 1<
the preciows po-vlved of a master epint, embalmed
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and treasured up on purpose to a Iife beyond hfe.
It 15 true, no age can 1iestore a hfe, whereof,
pethaps, there 15 no great loss 3 and revolutions of
ages do not oft-recove: the lossof a re]ected truth,
for the want of which whole nations fare the worse_
We should be wary, therefore, what persecuhon
we rase agamnst the hving labours of public men,
how e spill that seasoned life of man, preserved
and stored up 1 books, since we see a kind of
homicide may be thus committed, sometimes a
martyrdom 3 and 1f it extend to the whole impres-
sion, a knd of massacre, whereof the execution
ends not 1n the slaying of an elemental hife, but
strikes at the etherenl and fifth L gssence, the breath
of reason 1tse1f shys an 1mmort:1hty rather thana
Iife, But lest I should be condemned of mtro-
ducing hicence while I oppose licensing, I refuse
not the pamns to be so much historical as wall serve
to shew what hath been done by ancient and
famous commonwealths agamst this disorder, till
the very time that this project of licensing crept
out of the.ingusition, was catched up by our
prelates, and hath caught some of our presbyters
In Athens, where books and wits were ever busier
than 1n any other part of Greece, I find but only
two sorts of writings which the magistrate cared to
take notice of, those either blasphemous and
atheistical, or hibellous Thus the books of Pro-
tagoras wele by the judges of Areopagus com-
manded to be burnt, and himself banished the
territory for a discourse begun with lus confessing
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not to know ¢ whether there were gods, or whether
‘not > And agamnst defaming, it was agreed that
none should be traduced by name, as was the
manner of Vetus Comcedia, whereby we may guess
how they censured libelling , and this course was
quck enough, as Cicero writes, to quell both the
desperate wits of other atheists, and the open way
of defaming, as the event showed Of other sects
and opimons, though tending to voluptuousness,
and the denying of divine Providence, they took no
heed Therefore we do not read that either
Epicurus, or that hbertine school of Cyrene, or
what the Cynic impudence uttered, was ever ques-
tioned by the laws Nether 1s 1t recorded that
the wntings of those old comedians were sup-
pressed, though the acting of them were forid ;
and that Plato commended the reading of Ans-
tophanes, the loosest of them all, to Ius “Yoyal
scholar Dionysius, 15 commonly known, and may
be excused, 1f holy Chrysostom, as 1s reported,
mightly studied so much the same author, and had
the art to cleanse a scurnlous vehemence into the
style of a rousing sermon

That other leading city of Greece, Lacedcemon,
considermg that Lycurgus their lawgiver was so
addicted to elegant learning as to ) have been the
first that brought out of Toma the scattered works
of Homer, and sent the poet Thales from Ciete, to
prepare and mollify the Spartan surliness with his
smooth songs and odes, the better to plant among
them law and civility , 1t 1s to be wondered how
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museless and unbookish they were, minding nought
but the feats of war  There needed no licensing
of books among them, for they dishiked all but
their own laconic apophthegms, and took a shight
occasion to chase Archilochus out of their city,
perhaps for composing 1n a higher strain than theirr
own soldiery ballads and roundels could reach to 3
or if 1t were for lis broad verses, they were not
theremn so cautious but they were as dissolute 1
their promiscuous conversing , whence Euripides
affirms, 1 Andromache, that therr women were
all unchaste

This much may give us hight after what sort of
books were prohibited among the Greels., The
Romans also for many ages tramned up only toa
military roughness, resembling most the Lacedz-
moman guise, hnew of learning Little but what
their twelve tables and the pontific college with
ther augurs and ﬂamens taught them 1 rehgxon
and law, so unacqnnmted with other learmng
that when Carneades and Cnitolaus, with the stoic
Diogenes, coming ambassadors to Rome, took
thereby occasion to give the aity a taste of ther
plulosophy, they were suspected for seducers by no
less a man than Cato the Censor, who moved 1t 1n
the senate to dismuss them speedily, and to bamsh
all such Attic babblers out of Italy, But Scipio*
and others of the noblest senators withstood him |
and his old Sabine austerity, honoured and ad-
mired the men, and the censor himself at last, 1n
lus old age, {ell to the study of that whercof before
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prohbiting to be read what they fancied not ; jet
spanng n their censures, and the books not many
which they so dealt with; till Martin the Fafth, by
Tus bull, not only prohibited, but vas the first that
ercommunicated the reading of heretical bools ;
for about that time Wicklef and Husse groving
terrible were they who first drove the papal court
to a stricter pohicy of prolubiting  Which course
Leo the Tenth and s successors followed, until
the councl of Trent and the Spamsh mquisition,
engendenng together, brought forth or perfected
those catalogues and expurging indexes that rake
through the entrails of many an old good author
with a violation worse than any could be offcred to
his tomb
Nor did they stay in matters heretical, but ny
subject that was not to their palate, they erther
condemned m a prolmbition, or had 1t straight into
the new purgatory of an mdex To fill up the
measure of encroachment, thewr last invention was
to ordain that no book, pamphlet, or paper should
be pninted(as if St. Peter had bequeathed them the
L eys of the press also as well as of Paradise) unless
1t were approved and licensed under the hands of
two or three gluttonous friars  For example .—
‘Let the chancellor Cim be pleased to see of 1n this pre-
‘sentv or} be contained aught that may withstand the
‘printing
f Vincent Rabatta, Vicar of Florence *

‘I have seen this present work, and find nothing athwart
‘the Catholic faith and good manners 1n witness
‘whereof I have given, &c¢

¢ Nicold Cimi, Chancellor of Florence,’
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¢ Attending the precedent relation, it 15 allowed that this
* present work of Davanzats ma{'bc printed
*Vincent Rabatta,’ &¢
¢ It may be pninted, July 15
¢ Friar Simon I\fompex d'Amelia, Chancellor of the
‘Holy Office mn Florence *

Sure they have a conceit, 1f he of the bottomless
pit_had not long since brolg_bnson, that tlus
quadruple exorcism would bar him down. I fear
their next design will be to get into their custody
the licensing of that which they say Claudius -
tended, but went not through with., Vouchsafe to
see another of their forms, the Roman stamp ~—

¢ Imprimatur, If 1t seem good to the reverend master of
the Holy Palace

¢ Belcastro, Vicegerent.’!
¢ Impnmatur,‘
Friar Nicold Rodolphi, Master of the Holy Palace’

Sometumes five impnmaturs are seen together,
dialogue wise, in thef_fEZmof one titlepage, com-
plimenting and duching each to other with thewr
shaven reyerences, whether the author, who stands
by n pcrple;&Er at the foot of lis epistle, shall to
the press or to the sponge.  These are the pretty
responsores, these are the dear antiphomes, that
50 bewitched of late our prelates and thewr chap-,
lamns with the goodly echo they made, and be-
sotted us to the gay imtation of a lordly :mprima-
tur, one from Lambeth-house, another from the
west end of Paul’s, so apishly romanizing, that
the word of command still was set down in Latm ,
as if the learned grammatical pen that wrote 1t
would cast no mk without Latin, or perhaps, as
they thought, because no vulgar tongue was worthy
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dream, for reading Cicero, or else it was a phan-
tasm, bred by the fever which had then seized him
For had an angel been lis discipliner, unless it
were for dwelling too much on Ciceromamsms,
and had chastised the reading, not the vanity, it had
been plamly partin, first, to correct him for grave
Cicero, and not for scurril Plautus, whom he con-
fesses to have been readmng not long before, nest
to correct him only, and let so many more ancient
fathers wax old 1n those pleasant and flond studies,
without the lash of such a tutoring apparition ;
msomuch that Basi} teaches how some good use
may be made of Margites, a sportful poem, not now
extant, writ by Homer ; and why not then of Mor~
gante, au Itallan romincemuchtothe same purpose?
But 1f 1t be agreed we shall be tried by visions,
there 15 a vision recorded by Lusebws, far an-
cienter than this tale of Jerome, to the nun Eusto-
chium, and besides, has notlung of a fever 1 1t
Dionysius Alenandnnus was, about the year 240, a
person of great name i the church for piety and
learning, who had wont to avail lumself much
agawst heretics, by bemg conversant in their books ;
until a certamn presbyter 1aid it scrupulously to Ius
conscience, how he durst venture himself among
+hose defiling volumes The worthy man, loath
to gne offence, fell mto a new debate with lumself,
what was to be thought ; when suddenly a vision
sent from God (1t 15 us own epistle that so avers
1t) confirmed him in these words ‘Read any
*boohs whatever come {o thy hands, for thou art
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and collated, are of mam service and assistance
toward the speedy attainment of what 1s truest

I conceive, therefore, that when God did enlarge
the universal diet of man’s body, (saving ever the
rules of temperance,) he then also, as before, left
arbitrary the dieting and repasting of our mmds,
as wherein every mature man mght have to exercise
his own leading capacity How great a virtue 1s
temperance, how much of moment through the
whole Iife of man ' Yet God commits the manag-
g so geat a trust, without particular law or
prescription, wholly to the demganour of every
grownman  And therefore when he himself tabled
the chs from heaven, that omer, which was every
man’s daily portion of manna, 1s computed to have
been morethan might have well sufficed the heartiest
feeder thrice as many meals For those actions
which enter into a man, rather than 1ssue out of hum,
and therefore defile not, God uses not to captivate
under a perpetual cluldhood of prescription, but
trusts Jum with the gift of reason to be his own
chooser , there were but Iittle work left for preach-
mg, if law and compulsion should grow so fast
upon those things which heretofore were governed
only by exhortation Solomon informs us that
nuch rending 15 a weariness to the flesh, but
neither he nor other mspued author tells us that
such or such reading 1s unlawful , yet certainly had
God thought good to hmmt us heremn, 1t had been
much more expedient to have told us what was un-
Jawful than what was wearisome,
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adversary, but shinks out of the race, where that -
mort~1 gulnd 1s to be run for, not without dust and
heat Assuredly we bring not mnocence mto the
world, we bring impurity much rather , that which
punfies us 15 trral, and tnal 1s by what 1s conhary
That virtue therefore whichis buta youngling m the
contemplation of ewll, and knows not the ntmost
that vice promises to her followers, and rejects 1t,
1s but a blank virtue, not a pure , her whiteness 1s
but an excremental whxteness , whichwas the reason
whyo our sag sage and serious poet Spenser, (whomIdare
be hnown to think a better teacher than Scotus o1
Aqummas,) describing true temperance under the
person of Guion, brngs um mn with s palmer
through the cave of Mammon, and the bower of
enrthly bliss, that he mght see and know, and yet
abstain,

Since therefore the knowledge and survey of vice
15 1n this world so necessary to the constituting
of human wirtue, and the scanmng of error to the
confirmation of truth, how can we more safely, and
with less danger, scout mto the regions of sin and
falsity, than by reading all manner of tractates,
and heanng ol manner of reason? And this 1s the
benefit which may be had of books promiscuously
read  But of the harm that may result hence,
three kinds are usnally reckoned, TFurst, 1s feared
the mnfection that may spread , but then, all human
learmng and controversy in religious points must
remove out of the world, yea, the Bible uself 5 for
that oftbmes relates blasphemy not nicely, it de-
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tel;lﬁyis.sake, ,fom Henry the Eighth named m
meiriment his_vicar of hell By winch compen-
dious way all the contagion that foreign books can
mfuse will find a passage to the people far easier
and shorter than an Indian voyage, though 1t could
be sailed erther by fhe north of Catalo eastward or
of Canada westward, while our Spamsh licensing
gags the English press never so severely

But, on the other side, that infection which 1s
from books of controversy in rehgion 1s more
doubtful and dangerous to the learned than to the
ignorant , and yet those books must be permitted
untouched by the hcenser It will be hard to
mstance where any ignorant man hath been ever
seduced by any papistical book 1n English, unless
1t were commended and expounded to him by some
of that clergy, and indeed all such tractates,
whether false or true, are as th'__prop}xffz of Isaiah
was to the eunuch, not to be undersfood without
a gude But of our priests and doctors how
many have been corrupted by studying the com-
ments of Jesuits and Sorbomsts, and how fast they
could transfuse that corrﬁm‘mto the people, our
experience 15 both late and sad It 1s not forgot
since the acute and distmnct Armimus was perverted
merely by the pemsmg of a nameless discourse
written at Delft, which at first he took in hand to
confute

Seeing therefore that those books, and those 1n
great abundance, which are hikeliest to taint both
Iife and doctrine, cannot be suppressed without the

-
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that from lm which 1s unfit for lus reading, we
should, mn the judgment of Arstotle not only but
of Solomon and of our Saviour, not vouchsafe him
good precepts, and by consequence not willingly
admit him to good books, as being certain that a
wise man will make better use of an 1dle pamphlet
than a fool will do of sacred scripture

It 15 next alleged, we must not expose ourselves
to temptations without necessity, and next to that,
not employ our time m vamn things To both
these objections one answer will serve, out of the
grounds already laxd, that to all men such books
are not temptations, nor vanittes , but useful drugs
and materials wherewith to temper and compose
effective and strong medicimes, which man’s hfe
cannot want The rest, as children and childish
men, who have not the art to quahfy and prepare
these working munerals, well may be exhorted to
forbear , but hindered forcibly they cannot be, by
all the hicensing that sainted mquisition could eyer
yet contrive ; which 15 what I promised to deliver
next that this order of hicensmg conduces nothing
to the end for which 1t was framed, and hath
almost prevented me by bemg clear already while
thus much hath been explammg See themgenulty
of Truth, who, when she gets a free and wﬂlmg
hand, opens herself faster than the pace of method
and discourse can overtake her It was the task
which I began with, to shew that nonation, o1 well
mnstituted state, 1f they valued books at all, did
ever use this way of licensing, and 1t might be
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also for commending the latter of them, though he
were the mahcious hbeller of his chief friends, to
be read by the tyrant Dionysis, who had lttle
need of such trash to spend lus time on? But that
he knew this icensing of poems had reference and
dependence to many other provisoes there set down
mn his fancied republic; which 1 this world could
have no place, and so neither he himself, nor any
magistrate or city, ever imtated that course, wch,
taken npart from those other collateral injunctions,
must needs be vam and fiutless

For if they fell upon one hind of strictness, unless
thetr care were equal to regulate all other things of
Iike aptness to corrupt the mund, that single
endeavour they hnew would be but a fond Tabour,
to shut and fortsfy one gate aganst corruption, and
be necessitated fo leave others round about wide
open If we think to regulate printing, thereby to
rectify manners, we must regulate all recreations
and pastimes, all that 15 delghtful to man. No
music must be heaid, no song be set or sung, but
what 15 grave and Doric  There must be licensing
dancers, that no gesture, motion, or deportment be
taught our youth, but what by their allow ance shall
be thought honest, for such Plato was provided of.
It will ask more than the work of twenty hicensers
to examine allthe lutes, the violins, and the guitars
m every house ; they must not be suffered to prattle
as they do, but must be licensed what they may
say And who shall silenceall the ars and madn-
gals that whisper softness mn chambers? The

!
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windows also, and the balconies, must be thought
on, there are shrewd books with dangerous frontis-
pieces set to sale who shall prohibit them, shall
twenty hcensers? The villages also must have
their visitors to inquire what lectures the bagpipe

}rand the rebec reads, even, to the ballatry and the

5

¥
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gamut of e every municipal fiddler, for these are the
countryman’s Arcadias, and his ng_lte Majors
Next, what more national corruption, for which
England hearsill abroad, than household gluttony?
Who shall be the rectors of our daily rioting?
And what shall be done to inlubit the multitudes
that frequent those houses where drunkenness 1s
sold and harboured? Our garments also should
be referred to the licensing of some more sober
workmasters, to ‘see them cut mto a less wanton
garb Who shall regulate all the mxed conversa-
tion of our youth, male and female together, 1s 1s
the fashion of this country? Who shall still ap-
pomnt what shall be discoursed, what presumed,
and no further? Lastly, who shall forbid and
separate all 1dle resort, all evil company? These
things will be, and must be , but how they shall be
least hurtful, how least enticing, heremn consists
the grave and govermng wisdom of a state + /g% 0
To sequester out of the world into Atlantic and
Utopm_pohtlcs, which never can be drawn 1nto
use, will not mend our condition ; but to ordamn
wisely as i this world of evil, 1n the midst whereof
God hath placed us unavoidably Nor 1s 1t Plato’s
licensing of books will do tlus, which necessarly



AREOPAGITICA 127

pulls along with it so many other kinds of licens-
ing as will make us all both ndiculous and weary,
and yet frustrate , but those unwrntten, or at least
uncbnstraimng laws of virtuous education, religious
and cavil nurture, which Plato there mentions as
the bonds and ligaments of the commonwealth,
the pillars and the sustamners of every written sta-
tute ; these they be which will bear chief sway in
such matters as these, when all hicensing will be
easily eluded Impunity and remissness for certain
are the bane of a commonwealth, but here the great
art lies, to discein in what the lawis to bid restraint
and punishment, and 1n what things persuasion only
1sto work, If everyaction which 1s good or evil in
man at ripe years were to be under pittance, pre-
scription, and compulsion, what were virtue but a
name, what praise could be then due to well doing,
what gramercy to be sober, just, or continent ?
Many there be that complain of divine Prowi-
dence for suffering Adam to transgress Foolish
tongues | when God gave him reason, he gave hm
freedom to choose, for reason 15 but choosing , he
had been else a mere artificia Adam, such an
Adam as he 1s in the motions* We ourselves
esteem not of that obed;éﬁczj or love, or gift,
which 15 of force, God therefore left him free, set
before nm a provoking object ever almost 1n s
eyes ; herem consisted Ins ment, herem the nght
of his reward, the praise of is abstinence Where-
fore did he create passions withmn us, pleasures
1 Puppet shows —Ep
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round about us, but that these rightly tempered are
the very ingredients of virtue ? They are not skil-
ful considerers of human things who imagine to
remove sin by removing the mafter of sin, for,
besides that 1t 1s a huge heap increasing under the
very act of diminishing, though some part of 1t
may for a time be withdrawn from some persons,
1t cannot from all, 1 such a umversal thing as
books are , and when this 15 done, yet the sin re-
mains entire  Though ye take from a covetous
man all Ius treasure, he has yet one jewel left, ye
cannot bereave lum of his covetousness Bamish
all objects of lust, shut up all youth mnto the se-
verest discipline that can be exercised 1n any her-
mitage, ye cannot make them chaste that came
not thither so such great care and wisdom 15 re-
quired to the nght managing of this point

Suppose we could eapel sin by this means, Iook
how much we thus expel of sin, so much we expel
of virtue for the matter of them both 1s the same
remove that, and ye remove them both alike This
justifies the high prowvidence of God, who, though
he commands us temperance, justice, continence,
yet pours out before us.even to a profuseness all
desirable things, and gives us minds that can wan-
der beyond all imit and satiety ~Why should we
then affect a ngour contrary to the manner of God
and of natore, by abndging or scanting those
means, which books freely permitted are, both to
the trial of virtue and the exercise of truth ?

It would be better done, to learn that the law
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must needs be frivolous which goes to 1estramn
things uncertamly and yet equally working to
good and to enll  And were I the chooset, a dram
of well-doing should be preferred before many
times as much the forcible lundrance of evil
domg For God sure esteems the growth and
completing of one virtuous person more than the
restraint of ten wictous  And albeit whatever
thing we hear or see, sitting, walling, travelling,
or conversing, may be fitly called our book, and 1s
of the same effect that writings are , yet grant the
thing to be prohibited were only books, 1t appears
that this order hitherto is far insuffictent to the
end which 1t intends Do we not see, not once
or oftener, but weekly, that continued coprt-libe] *
agamnst the parhament and aty, pnnte(‘i, as the
wet sheets can witness, and dispersed among us
for all that hicensing can do? Vet this 1s the
prime service, & man would think, wheremn this
order should give proof of itself  If it were exe-
cuted, you will say  But certamn, if execution be
remiss or blindfold now, and in this particular,
what will 1t be hereafter, and 1n other books ?

If then the order shall not be vain and frustrate,
behold a new labour, lords and commons, ye must
repeal and proscnbe all scandalous and unlicensed
books already printed and divulged, after ye have
drawn them up into a hst, that all may know
which are condemned, and which not, and ordain
that no foreign books be delivered out of custody,

* The ¢ Mercurtus Aulicus,’ a royahist weekly paper —Ep

K
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111l they have been read over. Ths office will re-
quire the whole time of not a few overseers, and
those no vulgar men, There be also books which
are partly useful and excellent, partly culpable and
pernicious ; this work will ask as many more
officials, to make eapurgations and expunctions,
that the commonwealth of learning be not damni-
fied In fine, when the multitude of books increase
upon their hands, ye must be fan to catalogue all
those printers who are found frequently offending,
and forbid the importation of their whole suspected
typography  In a word, that this your order may
be exact, and not deficient, ye must reform 1t per-
fectly, according to the model of Trent and_Sevil,
which I know ye abhor to do M

Yet though ye should condescend to this, which
God fortd, the order still would be but frntless
and defective to that end whereto ye meant 1t If
to prevent sects and schisms, who 1s so unread or
uncatechised 1n story that hath not heard of many
sects refusing books as a lundrance, and pre-
serving their doctrine unmived for many ages, only
by unwntten traditions? The Chnistian faith (for
that was once a schism) 15 not unhnown to have
spread all over Asia ere any gospel or epistle
was seen 1 wnting  If the amendment of man-
ners be ammed at, look mnto Italy and Spain,
whether those places be one scruple the better, the
honester, the wiser, the chaster, since all the inquisi-
tional ngour that hath been esccuted upon books.

Another reason, whereby to make 1t plan that
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this order will miss the end it seeks, consider by
the quality which ought to be 1n every licenser It
cannot be demed, but that he who 1s made judge
to sit upon the birth or death of books, whether
they may be wafted mto ths world or not, had
need to be a man above the common measure,
both studious, learned, and judicious , there may
be clse no mean mistakes 1n the censure of what 15
passable or not , which 1s also no mean injury 1If
he be of such worth as behoves him, there cannot
greater loss of time levied upon his head, than to
be made the perpetual reader of unchosen books
and pamphlets, ofttimes huge volumes There 15
no book that 1s acceptable, unless at certain sea-
sons, but to be enjomned the reading of that at all
times, and 1 a hand scarce legible, whereof three

pages would not down at any time 1n the fairest -

print, 1s an imposition I cannot believe how he
that values time, and his own studues, or1s but of
a sensible nostnl, should be able to endure  In
’ﬂmhmg I crave leave of the present licensers
to be pardoned for so thinhing who doubtless
took this office up, looling on 1t through ther
obedience to the parhament, whose command per-
haps mnde all things seem easy and unlabonous to
them , but that this short tnal hath weaned them
out already, their own expressions and excuses to
them who m1he so many journeys to solicit their
hicence, are testimony cnough  Seeing therefore
those who now possess the employment by all
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evident signs wish themselves well nd of i, and
that no man of worth, none that 1s not a plan un-
thnft of his own hours, 15 ever likely to succeed
them, except he mean to put himself to the salary
of a press corrector, we may easily foresee what
kand of hicensers we are to expect hereafter, either
1gnorant, 1mpernous, and remiss, or basely pecu-
mary This 1s what I had to show, wherein this
order cannot conduce to that end whereof 1t bears
the intention
I lastly proceed from the no good 1t can do, to
the mamfest hurt 1t causes, i beang first the
greatest discouragement and affront that can be
offered to learming and to learned men It wasthe
‘complaint and lamentation of prelates, upon every
least of a motion to remove pluralities and distni-
bute more equally church revenues, that then all
learming would be for ever dashed and discouraged
But as for that opmmon, I never found cause to
think that the tenth part of learning stood or fell
with the clergy nor could I ever but hold 1t for a
sordid and unworthy speech of any churchman
who had a competency left him. If therefore ye
be loath to dishearten utterly and discontent, not
the mercenary crew of false pretenders to learning,
but the free and ingenuous sort of such as evidently
were born to study and love learning for 1tself, not
for lucre, or any other end, but the service of God
and of truth, and perhaps that lashng fame and
perpetwity of praise, which God and good men
have consented shall be the reward of those whose
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published labours advance the good of mankind
then know, that so far to distrust the judgment and
the honesty of one who hath but a common repute
n learming, and never yet offended, as not to count
him fit to print us mind without a tutor and exa-
miner, lest he should drop a schism, or something
of corruption, 1s the greatest displeasure and indig-
nity to a free and knowing spmt that can be put
upon him wrl ol
What advantage 151t to be a man ovel 1t 1s to
be a boy at school, 1f we have only escaped the
ferula to come under the fescue of an imptimatur?
1f serious and claborate writings, as if they were no
moie than the theme of a_grammar-lad under his
lrped'tgogue, must not be uttered without the cursory
eyes of a tempouzmg and extemporzing licenser ?
He who 1s Tot trusted with hus own actions, s
drift not bemg hnown to be evil, and stg't_l,dmg
the hazard of law and penalty, has no great argu-
ment to think himself reputed 1n the commonwealth
wherem he was born for other than a fool or 2
foreigner When a man writes to the world, he
summons up all lis reason and deliberation tc
assist him , he searches, meditates, 1s industrious,
and likely consults and confers with his judicrous
friends , after all which done, he tahes himself tc
be mformed mn what he writes s well as any tha
wrote before him , 1f 1nthis, the most consummate
act of his fidelity and ripeness, no years, nc
industry, no former proof of his abihities, cn bring
him to that state of maturity as not to be stl
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hus book, as he ought to be, or else had better be
silent, whenas all he teaches, all he delivers, 1s but
under the twition, under the correction of his
patnarchal Iicenser, to blot or alter what precisely
accords not with the h1dg—lagnd humow which he
calls his judgment ? When every acute reader, upon
the first sight of a pedantic licence, will be ready
with these hke words to_ding the book a quoit’
distance from him —*I hate a pupil teacher; 1
¢ endure not an instructor that comes to me unde:
¢ the wardship of an overseemng fist T knownothing
¢ of the licenser, but that I have his own hand here
‘for is arrogance; who shall warrant me h
¢ judgment ?* ¢ The state, sir,’ replies the stationer
but bas a quick return —*The state shall be my
¢ governors, but not my critics, they may be mis.
¢ taken 1n the choice of a licenser, as easily as thi
¢ hicense may be mistaken in an author This 1ssome
¢common stuff ’and he might add from Sir Franci
Bacon, that “such authorized books are but the
‘language of the times’ For though a license
should happen to be judictous more than ordinary,
whichwill be a great Jeopardy_j the next successton,
yethls very office and his commussion enjomns him t¢
let pass nothing but whatis vulgarlyrecerved already
Nay, which 15 more lamentable, 1f the work o
any deceased author, though never so famous in hu
lifetime, and even to this day, comes to their hand:
for licence to be printed, or reprinted, if there by
found 1n his book one sentence of a venturous edge,
nttered i the height of zeal, (and who know
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numbers and such volumes as have now well-mgh
made all other books unsaleable, should not be
armour epough agamnst one single Enchidion,
without the castle of St,_Angelo of an imprimatur

And lest mrds and
cominons, that these arguments of learned men’s
discouragement g4, this your order are mere
flounishes, and not real, I could recount what I
have seen and heard 1n other countries, where this
Lmnd of inqusition tyranmzes, when I have sat
among thewr learned men, (for that honour I had,)
and been counted happy to be born m such a place
of philosophic freedom, as they supposed England
was, while themselves did nothing but bemoan the
servile condition mto which learning amongst them
was brought , that this was 1t which had damped
the glory of Italian wits, that nothing had been
there wntten now these many years but flattery and
fusian  There 1t was that I found and visited the
famous Gahleo, grown old, a prisoner to the -
qusition, for thinking 1n astronomy otherwise than
the Franciscan and Domunican licensers thought
And though I knew that England then was groaning
Joudest under the prelatical yoke, nevertheless I
took 1t as a pledge of future happimess, that other
nations were so persuaded of her hberty

Yet was 1t beyond my hope, that those worthies
were then breathing 1n her air who should be her
leaders to such a deliverance as shall never be
forgotten by any revolution of time that this woild
hath to fimsh  When that was once begun, 1t was
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some but a2 second tyranny over learning and
will soon put 1t out of controversy that bishops
and presbyters are the same to us, both name and
thing
That those evils of prelaty which before from
five or six and twenty sees were distributively
charged upon the whole people will now hght
wholly upon learning, 1s not obscure tous whenas
now the pastor of a small unlearned parish on the
sudden shall be exalted archbishop over a laige
diocese of books, and yet not remove, but keep his
other cure too, a mystical plurahst He who but
of late cried down the sote ordmation of every
novice bachelor of art, and demed sole ]ul'lSdlCtIOT
ovel the simplest parishioner, shall now at home
lus private chair assume both these over worthies
and excellentest books and ablest authors that
wnte them This 1s not the covenants and pro-
testations that we have made  This 1s not to pu
down prelacy, thisis but to chop an episcopacy
this1s but to translate the palace metropolitan frox
Qone Lind of dominion into another, thisis but ar
eld canomical sleight of commuting our penance
“'To startle thus Detimes at a mere unlicensed Parm pam
phlet, will, after a while, be afraid of every con
venticle, and a while after will make a conventlclq
of every Chrnistian meeting
But T am certamn that a state governed by th
rules of justice and fortitude, or a church built an
founded upon the rock of faith and true Lknowledge
cannot be so pusillanimous, Whle things are ye

e
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not constituted m rehigion, that freedom of wnting
should be restrained by a disciphine matated from
the prelates, and learned by them from the inqui-
sition, to shut us up all agun nto the breast of a
heenser, must needs give ciwse of doubt and
discouragement o all learned and religious men ;
who cannot but discern the fineness of this pohitic
dnft, and who are the contriversy that wlile
bishops were to be b’utcd _down, then all presses
might be open; it was “the people’s birthnght and
privilege in time of parhinment, 1t was the breahang
forth of hght

But now the ishops abrogated and vorded out
of the church, asif our reformation soughfno more,
but to make room for others into then seats under
another naume, the episcopal arts begin to bud
agein , the eruse of truth must ran no moic il ,
Iiberty of printing must be enthialled agun under
a prelatical commission of twenty , the paviluge
of the people nulhified, and, wlich 1s worse, the
freedum of learnmg must grotn agan, and to her
old fetters all this the parlhiament yet sitting
Although thar own hte arguments and defunces
agunst the prelates might remember them that
this olstructing violence mects for the most prrt
with an cvent utterly opposite to the end which 1t
drivesat  anstead of suppressing sects and sclusms
1t rasses them and mvests them with a reputateon ¢
“The panilung of wits eshances their authonty,’
tuth the Viscount St. Allsans; *and a forbidden
fwrting 1s thought to be a ccrtamn spark of truth,
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¢ that flies up 1 the faces of them who seel to tread
“itout > This order, therefore, may prove a nursing
mother to sects, but I shall easily shew how 1t wiil
be a stepdame to truth and first, by disenabhing
us to the maintenance of what 1s known already
Well knows he who uses to consider that our
faith and knowledge thrives by exercise, as well as
our limbs and complexion, Truth 1s compared
scripture to a streamng fountamn ; if her waters
flow not in a perpetual progression, they sichen
into 2 muddy pool of conformity and tradition A
man may be a heretic in the truth, and if he be-
lieve things only because his pastor says so, or the
asgembly so determines, without knowing other -
1eason, though his behef be true, yet the very '
truth he holds becomes his heresy There 1s not
any buiden that some would gladhier post off to
another than the charge and care of their religion
There be, who knows not that there be? of pro-
testants and professors who hive and die 1 as
arrantan impheit faith as any lay papist of Loretto.
A wealthy man, addicfed to hus pleasuré and to
his profits, finds religion to be a traffic so en-
tangled, and of so many piddhng accounts, that of
all mysteries he cannot shiil to Leep a stock going
upon that trade What should he do? Fam he
would have the name to be religious, fain he would
hear up with tus neighbours 1 that, What does
he therefore, but resolves to give over toiling, and
to find himself out some factor, to whose care and
crecit he may commut the whole managing of Ins
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delightful dream, What 'need they torture their
heads with that which others have taken so strictly
and so unalterably into thewr own purveymg?
These are the frnts which a dull ease and cessa-
tion of our hnowledge will bring forth among the
people  How goodly and how to be wished were
such an obedient unanmmty as this! What a fine
conformity would 1t starch us all mnto ! Doubtless
1 staunch and sohd piece of framework as any .
January could freeze together ‘
Nor much better will be the consequence even
among the clergy themselves it 1s no new thing
never heard of before for a parochial mimister,
who has his reward and3s at lis Hercules” pillars f
n a warm beneﬁce, to be easily mclmable, if he
have Tothmg else that may rouse up his studles,
»to fimsh-is_cirewt mn an Enghsh Concordance and ¢
& topic folio, the gatherings and savings of a sobe:
graduateshxg, a Harmony and a Catena, treadmg
the constant round of ceitan common doctrmal
heads, attended with their uses, motives, marks,
and means, out of which, as out of an alphabet or
soLfa, by forming and transforming, jomng and
disjommmng vartously, a httle bookeraft and two
hours’ meditation mght furmsh him unspeakably
to the performance of more than a weekly charge
of sermoning not to reckon up the mfimte helps
of mterlineartes, brewiages, synopses, and other ¢
lostering gear  But as for the multitude of sermons ;
rerdy prmted and piled up, on every teat that 1s
not difficult, our London tradmg; St, Thomas
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urged 1t as wherewith to justify lumself, that he
preached mn pubhc, yet wnting 15 more public
than preaching, and more casy to refutation 1f need
be, there being so many whose business and pro-
fession mercly 1t 15 to be the champions of truth,
which of they neglect, what can be imputed but
their sloth or inabilty ?

Thus much we are lindered and disinured by
this course of hicensing toward the true knowledge
of what we scem to know, Tor how much 1t hurts
and lunders the licensers themselves 1n the calling
of their ministry, more than any secular employ-
ment, 1f they will discharge that office as they
ought, so that of necessity they must neglect erther
the one duty or the other, I insist not, because 1t
15 a particular, butleave 1t to their own conscience,
how they will decide 1t there

There 1s yet belund of what T purposed to lay
open, the mcredible loss and detnment that this
plot of licensing puts us to  More than if some
enemy at sea should stop up all our havens, and
ports, and crechs, it lunders and retards the im-
portation of our nchest meichandise,—truth nay,
_at was first estiblished and put in practice by nti-
“chnstiin malice and mystery, on set purpose to
extinguish; 1l it "were possible, the hght of refor-
mation, and to scitle falschood, hittle differing
from that policy wherewith the Turk upholds his
Alcorn, by the prolulnting of pnnting It 15 not
denied, but gladly confessed, we are to send our
thanks and vows to heaven louder than most of
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contmue to do our ohsequies to the torn body of
our martyred samt .
We boast our light , but 1f we look not wisely
on the sun 1tself, 1t smites us mto darkness Who
can discern those planets that are oft combust, and”
those stars of brightest magnitude that rise and set |
with the sun, until the opposite motion of their
orbs bring them to such a place 1n the firmament,
where they may be seen evening or morming? The
light which we have gamed was given us, not to
be ever staring on, but by 1t to discover onward
things more remote from our knowledge. It s not
the unfroching of a priest, the unmitring of a
bishop, and the removing him from off the presby-
terian shoulders, that will make us a2 happy nation
no , 1if other things as great m the church, and n
the rule of life both economical and political, be
not looked mto and reformed, we have looked so
long upon the blaze that Zuinglus and Calvin
have beaconed up to.us, that we are stark blind L
There be who perpetually complain of schisms
and sects, and make 1t such a calamty that any
man dissents from theirr maxims It 1s their own
pnde and 1gnorance which causes the disturbing,
who neither will hear with meekness, nor can con-
vince, yet all must be suppressed which 1s not
found i their Syntagma  They are the troublers,;
they are the dividers of umity, who neglect and
permut not others to unite those dissevered pieces
which are yet wantmg to the body of Truth To be
stll searching what we hnow not by what we
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nation chosen before any other, that out of her,
as out of Siwon, should be proclumed and sounded
forth the first tidings and trumpet of reformation
to all Curope? And had it not been the obstinate
perverseness of our prelites aganst the divine and
admuable spint of Wicklef, to suppress im as
a schismatic and mnovator, perhaps nather the
Bohemian Husse and Jerome, no, nor the name of
Luther or of Calvin, had been ever known . the
glory of reforming all our neighbours had been
completely ours  But now, as our obdurate clergy
have with violence demeaned the matter, we are
become hitherto the latest and the backwardest
scholars of whom God offered to have made us
the teachers

Now once agun by all concurrence of signs, and
by the gencral instinct of holy and devout men, as
they daily and solemnly express their thoughts,
God 1s decreeing fo begin some new and great
pentod 1 his church, even to the reformmg of re-
formation itself, what does he then but reveal
himself to his servants, and as his manner 1s, first
to his Englishmen? I say, 25 his manner 1s, first
to us, though we mark not the method of his coun-
sels, and are unworthy, Behold now this vast
city, a cty of refuge, the mansion-house of hiberty,
encompassed and surrounded with his protection ,
the shop of war hath not there more anvils and
hammers working, to fashion out the plates and*
instruments of armed justice 1 defence of be-®
leaguered truth, than there be pens and heads

~
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there, sitting by thewr studious lamps, musing,
searching, revolving new notions and 1deas where-
with to present, as with therr homage and therr
fealty, the approaching reformation others as fast
reading, trying all things, assenting to the force of
reason and convincement

What could a man require more from a nation
so plant and so prone to seek after knowledge ?
‘What wants there to such a towardly and pregnant
soil but wise and faithful laboureis to make a
knowmg people, a nation of prophets, of sages,
and of worthies? We reckon more than five
months yet to harvest, there need not be five
weeks, had we but eyes to hift up, the fields are
white already ‘Where there 1s much desne to
learn, there of necessity will be much argumng,
much wiiting, many opinions; for opimon in good
men 15 but knowledge m the mahing  Under
these fantastic terrers of sect and schism we wrong
the earnest and zealous thirst after knowledge and
undeistanding which God hath stirred up m this
city What some lament of, we rather should re-
joice at, should rather praise this pious forward-
ness among men to reassume the 1ll-deputed care
of their rehigion nto therr own hands agam A
httle generous prudence, a little forbearance of one
another, and some gram of chanty might win all
these diligences to jom and unite into one general
and brotherly search after truth, could we but
forego ts prelatical tradition of ciowdimng free
consciences and Christian liberties into canons and
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precepts of men I doubt not, if some great and
worthy stranger should come among us, wise {o
discern the mould and temper of a people, and
how to govern it, observing the igh hopes and
amms, the diligent alacnity of our extended thoughts
and reasonings n the pursuance of truth and free-
dom, but that hie would cry out as Pyrrhus did,
adimmng the Roman docility and courge, “If
“such were my Epirots, I would not despair the -
¢ areatest design that could be attempted to mnke
¢ a church or hingdom hppy !

Yet these are the men cned out agunst for
schismatics and sectanes, as if, while the temple of
the Lord w1s building, some cutting, some squnng
the marble, others hewing the cedars, there should
be a sort of irrational men who could not consider
there must be many schisms and many dissections
made 1 the quarry and n the timber ere the house
of God can be bwlt. And when every stonc 1s
Iad artfully together, 1t cinnot be umted into a
continuity, 1t can but be contiguous in this world :
neither can every picee of the building be of one
form, nay, rather the perfection consists m ths,
that out of many moderate vareties and brotherly
dissumhitudes that are not vastly disproportional
anses the goodly and the graceful symmetry that
commends the whole pile and structure

Let us therefore be more considerate builders,
more wise n spirttual architecture, when great re-
formation 15 expected  For now the time scems
come, wheremn Moses, the great prophet, may sit
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in heaven rejorcing to see that memorable and
glorious wish of lus fulfilled, when not only our
seventy elders but all the Lord’s people are become
prophets No marvel then though some men, and
some good men too perhaps, but young n goodness,
as_Joshua then was, envy them They fret, and
out of their own weakness are i agony, lest these
divisions and subdivisions will undo us  The
adveisary again applauds, and wats the hour
when they have branched themselves out, saith
he, small enough into parties and partitions, then
will be our time  Fool ! he sees not the firm root,
out of which we all grow, though into branches,
nor will beware, until he see our small divided
maniples cutting through at every angle of lis 1ll-
united and unwieldy brigade  And that we are to
hope better of all these supposed sects and schisms,
and that we shall not need that sohc1tude, honest
pethaps, though overtimorous, of them that vex in
this behalf, but shall laugh in the end at those
malicious applauders of our differences, I have these
reasons to persuade me.

Furst, when a aity shall be as 1t were besieged
and blocked about, her navigable river infested,
1nr_o_5§s and incursions round, defiance and battle
oft rumoured to be marching up even to her walls
and suburb trenches, that then the people, or the
greater part, moie than at other tumes, wholly
taken up with the study of lighest and most im-
portant matters to be reformed, should be disputing,
reasonmng, reading, mventing, discoursing, even to
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a ranty and admiration, things not before dis-
coursed or written of, argues first a singular good
will, contentedness, and confidence 1n your prudent
foresight, and safe government, lords and com-
mons; and from thence derivesatself to a gallant
bravery and well-grounded contempt of their ene-
mues, as 1f there were no small number of as great
spirits among us as his was who, when Rome was
migh besieged by Hannibal, bemg m the city,
bought that piece of ground at no cheap rate
whereon Hanmbal himself encamped his own
regiment

Next, 1t 15 a lively and cheerful presage of our
happy success and victory  For as 1 a body when
the blood 1s fresh, the spints pure and vigorous,
nnt only to vital but to rational faculhes, and those
1n the acutest and the pertest operations of wit and
subtlety, 1t argues in what good phght and constitu-
tion the body 15, so when the cheerfulness of the
people 15 so sprightly up, as that 1t has not only
wherewith to guard well its own freedom and
safety, but to spare, and to bestow upon the
solidest and sublimest points of controversy and new
mvention, 1t betokens us not degenerated, nor
droopmng to a fatal decty, but casting off the old
and wrinhled skin of corruption to outlive these
pangs, and wax young again, entering the glorious
ways of truth and prosperous virtue, destned to
become great and honourable 1n these latter ages
Methinks I see in my mind a noble and puissant
nation rousing herself hke a strong man after sleep, |
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us so, less the lovers, less the founders of our true
hberty., We can grow ignorant agun, brutich,
formal, and slavish, as ye found us, but you then
must first become that which ye cannot be, oppres-
sive, arbitrary, nd tyrannous, as they were from
whom ye have freed us  That our hearts nre now
more capacions, our thoughts more erceted to the
scarch and expectation of greatest and exactest
tlungs, 15 the 1ssue of jour own wirtue propagited
mus 3 yc cannot suppress that, unless ye remforce
an 'xbro"atcd and mereless Iw, that fathers may
d1<p1tch atwill theirown 1cluldren  And who shsll
then stich clesest to ye 1nd excite others? Not lic
who takes up arms for co1t and conduct,? and lus
four nobles of D-mcgelt " Although 1 ‘dispraise not
the defence of Just immunities, yet Jove my peace
better, of that were all  Give me the Itberty to
know, to utter, and to argue freely according to
conscience, above all iberties

WhAt would be best adwised then, 1f 1t be found
50 hurtful and <o unequal to suppress opinions for
the newness or the unswstableness to 1 customary
acceplance, will not bemy task tosay 3 Ishall only
repeat what T have Jearned from one of your own
honourible number, a nght noble and pious lord,
who had he not sacnificed s Iife and fortunes to
the church and commonwealth, we had not now
mssed and bewuled 2 worthy and undoubted
patron of thus argument  Ye Lnow Inm, I am
sure 3 et I for honour’s s1he, and may 1t be eternal

‘i.[‘ax:x'ixé‘x‘n for the clothing and conmveyance of troops,—Ev
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surest suppressing  He who hears what praying
there 1s for hight and clear hnowledge to be sent
down among us, would think of other mntters to
be constituted beyond_the_distapling of Genenva,
framed and fabneated already to our hands

Yet when the new hight wiich we beg for shines
m upon us, there be who envy and oppose, 1f it
come not first in 1t thewr casements  What a col-
luston 15 this, whenns we are exhorted by the wise
man to use diligence, ‘to seeh for wisdom ns for
*hidden treasures,’ carly and Iate, that another
order shall enjoin us to hnow notling but by
statute? When 2 man hath been Inbounng the
hardest Inbour in the deep munes of Lnowledge,
hath furmshed out Ins findings w2 “har equi
page, drawn forth lus reasons as it were a battle
ranged, scattered and defeated all objections n his
way, calls out s adversary mnto the plun, offers
lum the advantage of wind and sun, if he please,
only that he may try the matter by dint of argu-
ment 3 for his oppounents then to shulk, to Iny am.
bushments, to heep a nirrow bndge of licensing
where the challenger should pass, though 1t Ix
valour enough 1n soldiership, 15 but weakness and
cowardice in the wars of truth For who knows nof
that Truth 1s strong, next to the Almghty ;3 she
nceds no policies, nor stratagems, nor hicensings tc
make hervictorious, those are the shifts and the de
fences that error uses nganst her power, gve her
but room, 1nd do not bind her when she sleeps, for
then she speahs not true, as the old Proteus did,
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who spohe oracles only when he was crught an
bound, but then rather she turns herself jnto al
shapes except her own, and perhaps tunes her voic
according to the time, as Micaiah did before Ahab
until she be adjured into her own Iikeness

Vet 1s 1t not xmpossxble that she may have mor
shapes than one What else 1s all that rank o
things indifferent, wherein truth may be on th
side or on the other without being unlike herself
What but a vam shadow else 15 the abolition o
¢ those ordinances, that hand-writing nailed to th
‘cross,” what great purchase 1s tlus Chnsta
Iiberty wlich Paul so often boasts of ? IIis doctrins
15, that he who eats or eats not, regards a day or
regards it not, may do either to the Lord ow
many other things imght be tolerated i peace, and
left to conscience, had we but chanty, and were 1t
not the chiefstronghold of our hypocrsy to be ever
yudging one another? I fear yet this iron yohe of
outw ard conformuty hath left a slavish print upon our
nechs, the ghost of a inen decency yet haunts us
We stumble, and are impatient at the lest dividing
of one visible congregation from another, thoughit
be not 1n fundamentals, and through our forward-
ness to suppress, and our bachwardness to recover
any enthralled piece of truth out of the gripe of
custom, we care not to Leep truth separated from
truth, which 1s the fiercest rent and disunion of all
We do not see that while we still affect by all
means a ngid external formality, we may as soon
fall agam 1nto a gross conforming stupidity, a starh’
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and dead congealment of ‘wood and hay and
‘stubble’ forced and frozen together, which 1smoie
to the sudden degenerating of a church than many
subdichotomies of petty schisms, A

Not that I can think well of every light sepa-
ration , or that all i a church 1s to be expected
‘gold and silver and precious stones ’ 1t 1s not
possible for man to sever the wheat from the tares,
the good fish from the other fry, that must be the
angels’ ministry at the end of mortal things Vet -
if all cannot be of one mind, as who looks they
should be? this doubtless 15 more wholesome,
more prudent, and more Christian, that many be
tolerated rather than all compelled I mean not
tolerated popery, and open supershition, which as
1t extirpates all rehgions and civil supremacies, so
itself should be extirpate, provided first that all
chanitable and compassionate means be used to win
and regamn the weak and the misled that also
which 1s 1mpious or evil absolutely either agansts
faith or manners no law can possibly permit that /
mtends not to unlaw itself but those neighbouring
differences, or rather indifferences, are what I speak
of, whether 1 some pomt of doctrine or of dis-
cipline, which though they may be many, yet need
not interrupt the umty of spint, if we could but
find among us the bond of peace

In the meanwhile, if any one would wnte, and
bring hus helpful hand to the slow-moving reforma-
tion which we labour under, if truth have spoken
to him before others, or but seemed at least to

M
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speak, who hath so bejesuited us that we should
trouble that man with asking hcence to do so
worthy a deed? and not consider this, that if 1t
come to prohibiting, there 1s not aught more hikely
to be prolibited than truth itself whose first
appearance to our eyes, bleared and dimmed with
prejudice and custom, 15 more unsightly and un-
plausible than many errors; even as the person 1s
of many a great man shght and contemptible to see
to And what do they tell us vamly of new
opinions, when this very opinion of theirs, that none
must be heard but whom they hke, 1s the worst and
newest opinion of all others ; and 1s the chuef cause
why sects and schisms do so much abound, and true
knowledge 1s hept at distance from us ? Besides yet
a greater danger which 1s m 1t for when God
shakes a kingdom with strong and healthful com-
motions to a general reformng, 1t is not untrue
that many sectaries and false teachers are then
bustest mn seducing , but yet more true it 15 that
God then raises to lus own work men of rare
abilities and more than common mdustry, not
only to look back and rewive what hath been
taught heretofore, but to gam further, and to
go on some new enlightened steps mn the dis-
covery of truth  For such 1s the order of God’s
enlhghteming his church, to dispense and deal
out by degrees his beam, so as our earthly eyes
may best sustan 1t Neither1s God appointed and
confined, where and out of what place these his
chosen shall be first heard to speak ; for he sees
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not as man sees, chooses not as man chooses, lest
we should devote ourselves again to set places and
assembhies, and outward callings of men, planting
our faith one while m the old caenyocation_ house,
and another while m the chapel at Westminster ;
when all the futh and religion that shall be there
canomized 15 not sufficient without plain convince-
ment, and the chanty of patient mstruction, to
~supple the least bruise of conscience, to edify the
meanest Chnstian who desires to walk i the
spirit, and not 1 the letter of human trust, for all
the number of voices that can be there made, no,
though Harry the Seventh himself there, with all
his liege tombs about him, should lend them voices
from the dead to swell their number
And if the men be erroneous who appear to be
.(the leading schismatics, what wathholds us but our
sloth, our self-will, and distrust mn the nght cause,
that we do not give them gentle meetings and
gentle dismissions, that we debate not and evamine
the matter thoroughly®with hberal and frequent
audience, if not for their sakes yet for our own?
Seemng no man who hath tasted learning, but will
confess the many ways of profiting by those who,
not contented with stale receipts, are able to
manage and set forth new positions to the world,
And were they but as the dust and cinders of our
feet, so long as 1n that notion they may yet serve
to polish and brighten the armoury of truth, even
for that respect they were not utterly to be cast
away. But if they be of those whom God hath
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fitterd for the specia] vee of the times v nthremiment
end ~mple gifts, and those porhaps nather roong
the pnests nor among the phan eos, and 26,
the harte of 1 precipitant zeal, <hsTl mad e no dis-
tinction, but resolve to stop thur mouths, beesu ¢
we ferrthey come vath new and dangerous optrane,
as v commnnly forejudge them ere we understand
them 3 no less than wore tous, wiile, thinting thus
to deferd the pospel, we are fo. nd the persecutors !

There hue been not 2 few siree the begmning
of this porlioment, boh of the presbytery and
others, whe by ther urliconced books to the con.
tempt of an imprimatar first brol ¢ that tnple ice

Jrelune aboat our hearts, and taught the people to

27

sce dry 3 T hope that nore of those v ere the per-
sviders to renew upon us this bondage winch they
themecdves hne vrought o much good by con-
temming  Butifneither the checl that Moses gave
to young Jo-hu, nor the countermand which our
Saviour gave o joung John, who was so rcady to
prohibit those whom he thdught volicensed, be not
cnough to admonich our elders how unacceptable
to God their testy mood of prumbitingis 3 if nather
their own remembrance v hat ewil hath abounded in
the church by this lett of heensing, and v hat good
they themselves he.e begun by trinsgresaing at, be
net enough, but that they will percuade ard exccute
the most Domimcan part of the inausition over us,
and are already with one foot n the stirrup so
actine at suppressing, 1t would be ro urequal
distnbution 1n the first plece to suppress the
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suppressors themselves, whom the change of thewr
condition hath puffed up, moie than thewr late
expertence of harder times hath made wise

And as for regulating the press, let no man think
to have the honow of advising ye better than your-
selves have done 1n that order pubhished next before
this, ¢ That no book be printed, unless the printer’s
¢ and the author’s name, or atleast the printer’s be
¢ registered ? Those which otherwise come forth, 1f
they be found muschievous and hibellous, the fire
and the executioner will be the timeliest and the
most effectual remedy that man’s prevention can
use  For this authentic Spanish policy of licensing
books, 1f I have smid aught, will prove the most
unlicensed book 1itself within a short while, and
was the immediate image of a star-chamber decree
to that purpose made mn those times when that
court did the rest of those her pious works, for
which she1s now fallen from the stars with Lucifer -
Whereby ye may guess what hind of state prudence,
what love of the people, what caie of rehgion or
good manners there was at the contniving, although
with singular hypocnsy 1t pretended to bind books
to their good behaviour And how 1t got the
upper hand of your precedent order so well con-
stituted before, 1f we may believe those men whose
profession gives them cause to mquire most, 1t may
be doubted there was n 1t the fraud of some old
patentees and monopolizers m the trade of bool.-
selling , who, under pretence of the poor in therr
company not to be defranded, and the just retaining
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of ench man his «eseral copy, (which God forlnd
thould be gainsad, ) brought divers glossing colours
to the House, which were mndecd but colours, and
cerving 10 no end except 1t be to erercise a rupe-
niorty  over thar newghbours 3 men who do not
thercfore labourin an honest profession, to which
learning §s indebted, that they chould be made
other men’s vassals  Another cnd 1s thought was
mimed at by some of them in procunng by petition
this order, that having power in their hands, malg-
nant books might the easier eseape abroad, as the
cvent shews,  But of these sophirms and elenchs
of merchandice I still not + this T Fnow, that errors
1 a good government and in a bad are eqully
almost medent 3 for what magstrate may not be
msinformed, and much the sooner, if hberty of
printing be reduced into the power of a few 2 But
to redress walhingly and speedily what hnth been
erred, and,an Jughest authonty to esteem 1 1 plam
advertisement more than others have done &
sumptuous bnbe, 15 a virtue, honoured lords and
commons, answerible to your nghest actions, and
whercof none can pirhcipate but greatest and
wisest men
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frendly letter of advice, for fshion’s sal ¢ in pre
vate, and forthwith published by the sender Jum
selfy that we may $now how much of friend there
vas in i, to catt an odious emvy upon them to
whom st was prctended to be sent in chanty. Nor
let any man be deluded by aither the ignorance or
the notorinus hypaenisy and =clf repumance of our
dancing duvines, who have the conscience and the
boldness to come with <cnpture 1n ther mouths,
glovsed and fitted for their turns with 2 double
contridictory <ense, tran-forming the eacred venty
of God to an 1dol with two frces, looking at once
two severtl ways, and with the same quot~tions
to charge others which in the same cwe thyg
made <enie to jastify themselves.  For wlile the
hope to be made clesie and provincia] lords led
them on, while phxnlmc« grewsed them thick and
deep, to the shame and seandal of rehigion, more
thin all the sects and hereaes they exclum
agunst 3 then to fight agunst the lang’s peron,
and noless 1 party of his lords and commons, or to
put force upon both the TIouses, vwas grood, was
lnwful, was no resisting of superior powers 3 they
only were powers not to be resisted who counte-
nnced the good and pumished the enl,

But now that their censonous domineenng s not
suffered to be umversad, truth and conscience tobe
freed, uthes and plurihitics to be no more, though
competent allowance provided, and the warm cx-
penence of lnrge gmits, and they so good at takmng
them; yet now to exclude and seize upon m
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. peached members, to bring delinguents without
exemption to a farr tnbunal By the common na-
tiona} law agamst murder, 1S now to be no less
th'm Korah Dathan, and Abiram  Fe who but
" erewhile Tn the pulpits was a cursed tyrant, an
enemy to God and sants, laden with all the inno-
cent blood spilt n three hingdoms, and so to be
fought agamnst , 15 now, though nothing pemtent
or altered from hus first principles, a lawful mags-
trate, a Sovereign lord, the Lord’s anointed, not to
be touched, though by themselves imprisoned As
if ths only were obedience, to preserve the mere
useless bulk of his person, and that only m prison,
not 1n the field, not to disobey his commands, deny
Tim s dignity and office, everywhere to resist his
power, but where they think 1t only surviving in
their own faction

But who in particular 1s a tyrant, cannot be de-
termined 1n a general discourse otherwise than by
supposttion , his particular charge, and the suffi-
cient proof of it, must determine that which I
leave to magstrates, at least to the upnighter sort of
them, and of the people, though 1n number less by
many, 1n whom faction least hath prevailed above
the law of nature and nght reason, to judge as
they find cause But this I dare own as part of
my faith, that if such a one there be, by whose
commission whole massacres have been commutted
on lus fmithful subjects, his provinces offered to
pawn or alienation, as the hire of { those whom he
had solitited to come 1 and destroy whole cities
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and countrics 3 be he hang, or tyrent, or emperor,
the sword of justice 15 “bove him 3 1 v ho ¢ hard
socver 15 found sufficient power to avenne the
cfion, and so great a dehuge of mnocent blool
Yor of all humn power 10 wxecule, not acaden-
tally but mtendedly, the wrath of God upon cul
doers withaut eaception, be of God, then that
power, shether ordinary, oraf that ful, extraords.
nary, so oaecuting that itent of God, 1 I ful,
and not to be resistud. But to unfeld more at
Iarge this v hole question, thouph with ~ll expedient
brovty, T sholl here ot doan, from fird begne
mng, the onginsl of Tape, hov ~nd vlhcrdore
o=l to th~tdiranty above thar brethren, and
from thence «hnll prove, that turning to tyrmnny
thyy mry be as lawfully deporedl and pumshed
ny they vare first clected. this 1T <hall do by
authiontics and ret<oas, not leamt n comners
among cchisms and heresies, as our doubling
divines are ready to calumniate, but fetched ount of
the muidst of choicest and mo-t authentic learning,
and no prolubited authors, nor many heathen,
but Mosmcal, Chnstian, orthodoxal, and, which
must needs be more convineing to our ~rdyverornies,
presbytenal.

No man who knows aught can be <o stumd to
deny that all men naturlly were bom free, beng
the imge and resemblance of Gol hunself, and
were, by privilege above all the ereatures, born to
command and not to obey and that thay Ined
so, tll from the root of Adim’s transgression
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falling among themsels es to do wrong and violence,
and foresecing that such courses must needs tend
to the destruction of them All, they agreed by
common league to bind each other from mutual
wjury, and jomtly to defend themsches agamst
any that gne disturbance or opposition to such
agreement.  ence came aities, towns, and com-
monwealths  And becanse no futh m all was
found sufficiently hinding, they saw 1t needful to
ordain some authority that might restrun by force
and pumishment what was violated agunst peace
and common nght

This authonty and power of self defence and
preservation being onginally and naturally in every
one of them, and unitedly m them all, for ecase,
for order, ind lest cach man should be Ins own
partind judge, they commumeated and dernved
cither to one, whom for the eminence of lus wis-
dom and integnity they chose 1bove the rest, or to
more than one, whom they thonght of cqual de-
serving  the first was called 4 king, the other,
magistrates not to be thar Jords and masters,
(though afterward those names 1n some plices
1 ere given yoluntanly to such as had been authors
of mestimable good to the people,) but to be their
deputies and commussioners, to execute, by virtue
of their mtrusted power, that justice which else
every man by the bond of nature and of covenant
must have executed for lmself and for one
another And to hum that shall consider well why

among free persons one man by civil nght should
N
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Pear authonty and junshiction over snothier, no
ather end or re1son ean be imaginable

These for » time poverned well, ~2d vith much
equity decrled all things at thur own arbitee-
ment, tull the templation of sach a power, Ife
abselute in thewr harde, panverted them at length
to injastice and partnhity,  Then did they, who
now by tmal had fuand the danger ard ancon-
vepuencies of commnting ~rhatrany power to any,
muent Jaws, athor framed or ennwented to by all)
that should eanfing and hmit the aathonty of whom
they chose to povern them  that <o man, of whose
faling they hod proof, mught no more rule over
them, but lav and roson, »b tracted a5 much as
michit be from personal errork ord  frltie:
‘NWiale, as the mamnstrate was wet “bore the
! people, so the I was sct above the mamstrte !
When this would not senve, but that the Inw wis
t.ther not executed, or misapphed, they were con.
struned from that time, the only remedy left them,
to put conditions and t1he enthsfrom all bings and
magstrates at ther first instalment, to do impar-
t1nl justice by Iaw : who upon those terms 1nd no
other recencd adlegince from the people, thot 1s
1o s13, bond or covenint to obey them n execu-
tion of thote Inws, which they, the penple, hed
themscly e5 made or assented to  And tius ofttimes
with capress warming, that af the lang or mras-
trate proved unfuthful to Ins trust, the people
vwould be disengiged They added also coun-
sellors and parlinments, not to be only at hw beck,
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but, with um or without hum, 1t set times, or at
all times when any danger threatened, to hve
care of the public sofety  Thereflore saith Claudius
Sesell, a T'rench statesman, ‘ The parhoment was
‘set 2= & bndle to the ang,’ which 1 nstance
rather, not boeaure our Dnglish Tawyers have not
sud the same long before, but because that Trench
monarchy 1s grinted by 1l to be 1 far more 1hso-
lute one thn aars  That this and the rest of what
h~th hitherto been spol en 15 most true, nught be
coprously made appear throaph all stonies, heathen
and Chnstian, even of those nations where hings
and emperors have sought means to abohish all
ancient memory of the people’s nght by thar
encrowchments and usurpations But I sp-re long
msertions, “ppeiling to the Gurman, Trench, Ita-
Ian, Armgomian, Enghsh, and not least the Scot-
tish hustories  not forgetting tins only by the way,
that Wilkam the Norman, thowgh 2 congueror,
znd not unsworn at his coronation, was compelled
1 second tme to take oath at St Alban’s ere the
people would be brought to yicld obedience

It being thus mamfest thnt the power of hings
and magistrates 1s nothing elee but what 15 anly
densative, transferred, and committed to them in
trust from the people to the common good of them
all, 1n v hom the power et remuns fundimentally,
and cannot be thhen from them without 1 viol~tion
of their naturnl irthright, and sceing that from
hence Anstode, and the best of political writers,
have defined & Jing, ‘lum who governs to the
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* oo ond profit of o people, and not forhe-omn
tends, ' ot follov s from neceseary cruses that the
tutles of covervign lord, nataral lord, and the hir,
are ather arropaneics or flattaries, nat admtted by
cmperor and hanps of Lot note, and didd el by
the church both of Juvr s (Isn yvvi 13} ond ancrnt
Chrrtians, os appews by Tontolbw and other
Although ponerally the puople of A, and with
them the Jows alin, copectally nince tne time they
cho ¢ a Ping acamnst the alvee and coun-el of
God, arc noted ly wice authors nauch inchin-tbhe
to ¢lveny

Sccondly, t} 2t to ey, as s u=al, the Ling bath
as good night to his erown and digmty 25 ~ny man
to his yphentince, 1y to make the svbjuct ro better
than the Bing's sle, his cbattel, or lus possestion
that may be boupht and =old  and doubtles, of
hercditary title v ere sufiiaently inquired, the Lest
foundation of 1t would be found but ather n
courtesy or convemence  But suppose it to be of
nght heredit»ry, what ean be more juct and legal,
if a subject for certain enmes be to forfut by Invw
from himsclf and postenty all his nheritance to
the Ling, than that a Jang, for erimes proportrond,
should forfeit 2l Ins title and nhentance to the
people? Unless the people must be thought erevted
all for lum, he not for them, and they ail m one
boly nfcnor to him =ingle; which were a kind
of trcson agrunst the digmty of manhind to affirm.

Thirdly, 1t follows that to soy hangs ~re ~¢
countble to none but God, 1s the overturming of
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all law and government For 1f they may refuse
to mive account, then all covenants made with
them at coronation, all oaths are in vain, aud mere
mochenies, all laws which they swear to hecp,
made to no purpose  for if the king fear not God,
{1s how many of them do not,) we hold then our
Iives and estates by the tenure of his mere grace
and mercy, as from a god, not a mortal magstrate,
a position that none but court-parasites or men
besotted would mamtain  Anstotle, therefore,
whom we commonly allow for one of the best
mterpreters of nature and morality, wntes n the
fourth of his Pohtics, chap », that ‘monarchy
‘unaccountable 15 the worst sort of tyranny, and
‘least of all to be endured by free-born men ’
* * * * * * *

Therefore langdom and magistracy, whether
supreme or subordinate, 15 c¢alled ‘a human or-
‘danee,’ (r Pet u 13, &c,) which we are thare
taaght 15 the will of God we should submut to, so
fir as for the pumishment of evil-doers, and the
encouragement of them that do well ¢ Submut,’
saith he, “as frece men ' But to ny cinvil power
unaccountable, unquestionable, and not to be re-
sisted, no, not 1 wickedness and violent actions,
how can we submuit as free men?  ‘There 1s no
‘power but of God,' suth Paul, (Rom am ,)as
much s to sy, God put 1t into man’s heart to find
out that way at first for common peace and pre-
servation, appoving the exercise thereof , elee 1t
contradicts Peter, who cnlls the same authonty an
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ordintnee of man Tt must be aleo understood of
T ful and pust power, cve ve read of preat power
mn the affues and Dingdoms of the v orld permatted
to the dewil  for =uth hie to Christy {Lake, v 6,)
AN this power will T gve thee, and the glory of
“them, for s ddivered to me, and to whomeonver
T will T puwe st ! nather did he hie, or Chrnst
ganety what he afiirmed, for in the thiteenth of
the Reveltion we serd hiow the dragon gove to
the beast s power, us reat, and grest ~utho-
rty vhich beact <o authorized most cxpound to
bie the tyrinmieal powers and Lingdoms of the
carth Thercfore Sunt Poul m the foreeited ehap-
ter telle us that such magitrates he mesns af ore
not a terror to the good, Lut to the ¢, «dh ns
bear not the v ond mvaun, but to pur <h offiunder,
and to wocourape the good
I such only be mentioned here s povers to be
+ obes od, and our subnussion to them only required,
then doubtlers tho~e posers that do the contrny
are no powers ordamed of God, and by con.
sequence no obhigation lad upon us to obey or not
to resist thom. And it may be well obsersed, that
both these apostles, whenover they guse this pre-
cept, express itn terms not concrete, but Abstract,
as logicins are wont to spaib s that s, they
mention the erdinance, the power, the avthondy,
before the percons that cxeente sty and what that
power is, lest we should be decenad, they desenbe
exactly  So thatif the power be not such, or the
person execute not such pow er, nerther the one nor
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the other 15 of God, but of the dewl, and by con-
sequence to be resisted From this exposition
~ Chrysostom also, on the same place, dissents not ,
explaming that these words were not wrtten n
behalf of a tyrant  And this 1s venfied by Dawd,
Iimself a hing, and hhkehest to be author of the
Psalm {(aciv 20) winch sath, ¢ Shall the throne of
‘mquty have fellowshp with thee?” And at
were worththeknowing,—since hingsn these days,
and that by Scripture, boast the justness of thewr
title by holding 1t 1mmediately of God, yet cannot
shew the time when God ever set on the throne
them or their forefathers, but only when the people
chose them j—why by the same reason, since God
ascribes as oft to humself the casting down of
punces from the throne, 1t should not be thought
as Jawful, and as much from God, when none are
seen to do 1t but the people, and that for just
causes For 1f it needs must be a sin 1n ‘them to
depose, 1t may as Likely be o sin to have elected
And contrary, if the people’s act m election be
pleaded by aking as the act of God, and the most
just title to enthrone lim, why may not the
people’s act of rejection be as well pleaded by the
people as the act of God, and the most just reason
to depose lum? So that we see the title and just
night of reigmng or deposing, m reference to God,
15 found mn Serpture 1o be all one y visible only n
the people, and depending merely upon justice and
dcment,  Thus far hath been considered chiefly
the power of hings and magstrates, how 1t was
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and s ongnadly the people’s, ana by them con
ferred 1 trust only to be umplo,ed to the common
pare ~nd benefit, wath hiborty therefore and nght
remumnt n thum to reastme it to themedves, of
by Fags or magistetes st beaba ed, or to dispose
of 1t by sny alemtion, as they  hall jrdge most
conducinr to the public fuod

We may from honee v oth maere case and force
of arpameat detormine Wit 4 f3rnt 15, and what
the peoplewny dorunet e A tvreet, whether
by vronr or by urht conung to the cro oo, = e
who, reerrding neth ¢ v nor the co smon goodd,
raas only for hameddf snd hes fiction  thus &t
Brul, among other, definee e And hecause
his power 18 great, his will boundless ~nd o or-
b tang, the fulfthag whereof 1 for the wost part
accompied wih mmemerible wrones snd op-
pressions of the people, murders, mas xeres, rpes,
adaltenes, desol~tion and sabverion of oitics 1nd
whole provirces , look how great 1 good and hop
piness 1 just hingas, so great A mischif is1tyrant,
s he the public father of s contry, so this the
common wnem)  Asginst whom what the people
Iwfully m1y do, as agmnst 1 comrion pest ond
destroyer of mankand, 1 suppose no man of cler
judgment need go further to be gmdea than by the
very prinaiples of nature 1n lam

But becauze 1t s the wulgar folly of men to
descrt therr own revson, and shutting ther eves,
to think they sce best with other men’s, I shall
show, by such cvimples as ought to h~ve most
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weight with us, what hath been done 1 this case
heretofore The Greehs and Romans, as their
prime authors witness, held 1t not only Iawful but
a glonous and heroic deed, rewarded publicly with
statues and garlands, to Lill an infamous tyrant at
any time without tnal, and but reason, that he
who trod down all law should not be vouchsafed
the benefit of the Jaw  Insomuch that Seneca
the tragedian bungs in Hercules, the grand sup-
pressor of tyrants, thus speaking —
Victimn haud ulla amphor

Potest magicque opima mactan Jovi
Quam rex miquus

There can be slun
No sacnfice to God more 1cceptable
Than an unjust and wicked hing

But of these I name no more, lest 1t be objected
they were heathen, <nd come to produce another
sort of men, that had the knowledge of true re-
liglon Among the Jews thus custom of tyrant-
lalhng was not unusunl  Fnst, Ehud, a man
whom God had rused to deliver Israel from Eglon
Ling of Moab, who had conquered and ruled over
them eighteen years, being sent to him as an am-
bassador with a present, slew hm m lhis own
house  ‘But he was a foreign prnince, an encmy,
¢ and Ehud besides had specinl warrant from God ?
To the first I answer, it mmports not whether
foreign or native for no prince so native but pro-
fesses to hold by law, which when he himself
overturns, brealing all the covenants and oaths
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that e title tolis dignety, and were the bond and
althanee between Jum and his peaple, swhat differs
e from an ouatlindish Yang, or from an enemy ?
¥ or look how much night the bing of Spam hath
to gosem us 2t 21, o much nglit Path the ing of
England to rovern us tyranmeally  If he, though
not hound to us by any leapue, coming from Spun
1 person to subdue us or to destroy vy, nmught Jow

fully by the peaple of Tasland cther be slam .n
ficht or put to deathan eapinaty, what hathanatie
hing to plead, 1 ound by <o many covenants, bonefits,
and honours, to the wellire of lus people, w1y Le
throuph the contumpt of 11 Irws ~nd parhinments,
the only tic of our obudicnce to im, for lus onn
will's sahe, 1nd 2 boretad prerogitne wnnccount.
able, after scven years” warring and destroying of
hi= best subjects, overcome, and yielded prisoner,
should think to =erpe unquestionable, os 2 thing
divme, i respeet of whom <o many thousaind
Chnstitns destroyed <hould lte uniccounted for,
polluting with their shwghtered carcasees all the
Iand over, and ervang for vengeance agamnst the
Iinving that <hould hve nghted them ? Whol nows
not that there 1s 1 mutual bond of ~mity and
brotherhood between man and men over all the
world, neither 15 1t the Lnchish sea that can sever
us from that duty and ridatton 2 struter bond
there 15 between fellow -subjects, neighbours, and
friends  But when 1ny of these do one to another
so as hostilty could do no worse, what doth the
law decree Jess agunst them than open enemies
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vas rused by God to be a didierer, and sient on
gt principler, cuch as were then »nl ever held
allowable to deal so by a teeot thst conld no
othernise be dealt vath

Narthier did Snnaucd, though a prophet, ~ath tus
own hand abstun from Apvr, aforagn enemy o
doubt s Lut merl the revon * As thy swonl bath
fmadc women addles, " a ey g that by, the sens
tente of Iaw 1t JdE nuthile Sl nsbonss And s
tne Inw 6 batweon Trather ~rd | eothen, father ~1d
son, master and canant, whordfore not betseen
Linw, or mther tyrant, snd poople? And wherens
Jelughad speend command to sley Jehyrm, 4 <ue-
ceanve ~nd Pureditasy tymng, it stemes not the less
nnble for that s for where ~ thine promdel <o
much on nuural rer-on h~th the ~ddition of a co n-
mand from God, what doey it but ert~bltsh the
Irwfulness of such an #et?  Nor te at hicdy thot
God, wno had <o many woys of pumishung the
house of Ahab, would hwe sent a subyect aganst
his prince, if the frct in ats2lf, 25 dene to a ymnt,
h~d been of bad example  And 1f Dawvid refused
to hft his hind agunst the Lord 's 1nointed, the
matter butween them was not tyranny, but pre-
vate enmaty , and Davad, w3 1 private percon, had
been his own ren cnga-, not so much the people’s
but when any tyrint 1t this day ean shew, humself
to be the Lord’s anmnted, the only mentioncd
reasen why Davad wathheld Lic brad, he mny then,
but not till then, presume 0a the same privilege

We may pass, therefore, hence to Chnstirn
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times  And fust, our Saviour himself, how much
he favoured tyrants, and how much intended they
should be found or honoured among Chnstans,
declared his mind not obscurely, accounting their
absolute authority no better than Gentilism, yea,
though they flourished 1t over with the splendid
name of benefactors , chaiging those that would
be his disciples to usurp no such domimon, but
that they who were to be of most authority among
them should esteem themselves mimsters and ser-
vants to the public Matt <xx 25 *¢The princes
¢ of the Gentiles exercise lordship over them,’ and
Mark » 42+ ‘They that seem to mle,” saith he,
either shghtng or accounting them no lawful
rulers, ‘but ye shall not be so, but the greatest
¢ among you shall be your servant > And although
he himself were the mechest, and came on earth
to be so, yet to a tyrant we hear him not vouch-
safe an humble word, but, ¢ Tell that fo\,” Luke
s So far we ought to be from tnmkmg that
Christ and his gospel should be made a sanctuary
for tyrants from justice, to whom his law before
never gave such protection And wherefore did
lis mother, the Virgin Mary, give such praise to
God 1 her prophetic song, that he had now, by
the coming of Chrnist, cut down dynastas, or proud
monuchs, from the throne, if the church, when
God mamfests his power in them to do so, should
rather choose all msery and vassalage to serve
them, and let them still sit on thewr potent scats
to be adored for domng mischief?
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Surely 1t 15 not for nothing that fyrants, by a
Jand of natur+l insuinet, both hate and fear none
more than the true church ond suats of God, as
the most dangerons enumies and subverters of
monarchy, theugh andeed of 13 minny 5 hath not
this been the porpetunl ery of courtizs and envrt-
predates? whereof no b} elicr cauce can be alleged
but that they well diccerned the mind and pnin-
aiples of most devout and 2 alous men, and deed
the veny disaplne of chureh, tending to the disso
lutton of all tyrinny  No mandd then if sinee the
futh of Chnst receved, in parer orimparcr times,
to depose 2 Lanz tnd put him to death for tymnny
hath been accounted «o just and requesite that
noghbouar hangs have both upheld and tahen part
i the action.  And Lewdov.cus Prus, himselfl on
emperor, and <on of Charles, the Great, bung made
judge (du Haillwn s my author) between Milegast,
bing of the Vultzes, and his subjects, who had
deposed lum, gve Tus verdiet for the subjects, and
for him whom they had chosen inhis room  Note
here that the nght of clecting whom they please
15, by the impartial testimony of an empator, in
the people  for, sud he, ©.\ just pnnce ought to
‘be preferved bafore an unjust, and the end of
‘gorernment before the prerogutne’

_, And Constantings Leo, another emperor, in the
Byzantine Inws suth, *That the end of a Lang 15
* for the generl good, which he not performing 1s
‘but the counterferit of a hing’ And to prove
that some of our own monarchs have acknow ledged
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that therr high office exempted them not fiom
pumshment, they had the sword of St Edward
borne before them by an officer, who was called
ewul of the palace, even at the times of ther
highest pomp and solemmties, to mund them,
saith Matthew Paris, the best of our historians,
¢ that if they erred, the sword had power to restrain
‘them’ And what restramt the sword comes to
at length, having both edge and pomnt, if any
sceptic will doubt, let him feel It 15 also affirmed
from diligent search made 1n our ancient books of
law, that the peers and barons of England had
a legal nght to judge the king which was the
cause most hilely, (for it could be no shght cause,)
that they were called his peers, or equals  Ths,
however, may stand immovable, so long as man
hath to deal with no better than man, that if our
law judge all men to the lowest by theiwr peers,
1t should, 1n all equity, ascend also, and judge the
highest
And so much I find both in our own and foreign
story, that dules, euls, and marquises were at
first not heredx{ary, not empty and vamn titles, but
names of trust and office, and with the office
ceasmg , as mnduces me to be of opimon that
every worthy man m parhament, (for the word
baron mmports no more,) might for the public good
be thought a fit peer and judge of the king, without
~regard had to petty caveats and circumstances, the
chief impediment 1n igh affairs, and ever stood
upon most by crrcumstantial men  'Whence doubt-
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Joss our ancestors wWho were not agnnr-nd uith
vhat nghis ather poture or ancient catatita? on
Bad endowed thom, when osths both at coro v tion
and renewed an parlitment wosld no! canve,
thoaght it no way illegal to depose and put to
death thar yrnnows Fings  Incomuch th~t the
parhiiment dres up 2 charge apurst Richard the
Scecond, and the commons requested to nve jodp
ment deereed agnnet hm, that the reslm my, It
not be endingered  And Puter Mortvr, 2 divane
of forumost rant,, o the thirdof Julper approses
therrdomnpe, Sir Thomas Santh alo, 2 prote-tont,
and 1 stitesman, i s Commonw ealth of Eneland,
puttmgr the qrestion, “whethier at b [ ful to nice
‘arunct ~ tyrant,’ anseors, ‘that the sulgar
“judge of st accordirg to the ¢vent, and the levmed
*according to the parpo ¢ of them that do e’

But far before thore davs, Gillas, the moct
ancient of 1l our historians, spoik o, of those
times wheran the Roman empire decasing qutted
and relinquished what nyht they had by conque-t
to this 1slind, 1nd resiy,ned st allinto the people’s
hands, testifies that the people thus ransvested with
therr own onginal nght, about the yer 446, both
clected them Jangs whom they thought best, (the
first Chnistian Bratish Jangs that ever ragned here
since the Romans,) and by the <ame nght, when
they apprehended cruse, usually deposed and put
tham to death Tlis 1s the most fundamental and
ancient tenwme that any hing of Ingland can pro-
duce or pretend to, 1n companson of wlich, all
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other titles and pleas aie but of yesterday If any
object that Gildas condemns the Britons for so
doing, the answer 1s as ready , that he condemns
them no more {o. so Jdoing than he did before for
choosing such, for, suth he, ‘They anomted
‘them lings not of God, but such as were more
¢ bloody than the rest > Next, he condemns them
not at all for deposing or putting them to death,
but for domng it over hastily, without tual or well
examining the cause, and for electing others worse
m their room

Thus we have here both domestic and most
ancient examples, that the people of Britamn have
deposed and put to death therr lungs i those
pumitive Chrishan times  And to couple reason
with example, 1f the chuich mn all ages, primituve,
Romish, or protestant, held it ever no less then
duty than the power of their Leys, though without
express warrant of Scriptuie, to bing indifferently
both king and peasant under the utmost rnigour of
their cinons and censures ecclesiastical, even to
the smiting him with a final excommumon, 1f he
persist impenitent , what hinders but that the
temporal law both may and ought, though without
a specinl text or precedent, extend with like indif-
feience the civil sword, to the cutting off, without
excmption, lum that capitally offends, seemng that
justice and religion are from the same God,
and works of justice oftttmes more acceptable?
Yet because that some Ilately, with the tongues
and uguments of malignant backshders, have

~y
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wrtten that the procecdmgy non in prrliament
seunct the Jing are withoat precedent from
any protestant <tate or hinpdom, the examples
which follow shall De all protetant, snd chiefly
presbytenan

In the yerr 1546, the Dule of Saxony, Land-
grave of Hewse, and the whole protestant Jeape,
rased opea war agunet Charles the Fifth, ther
emparor, sent Inm a defiance, renounced 2all fith
snd aliepranee toward nm, and debated Jong in
counal whether they shonld give bim so much asthe
title of Cresar - Let 2l men juelge what thr, wanted
of deposing or of 1illing, but the power to dot.

In the year 1559, the Scots protestants cliiming
promuse of thewr queen regent for hiberty of con-
science, she answenng that promises were not to
be clumed of pnnees beyond vhat vas com.
modious for them to grant, told her to her ficen
the parhament then at Stirhng that of it were so
they renounced thewr obedience; and soon after
betook them to arms  Certainly, when allegiarce
15 renounced, that very hour the hing or queen s
n effect deposed

In the year 1564, John Knox, 2 most fwmous

_divine, and the reformer of Scotland to the preshy-

tenan diseipline, at 4 general assembly muntaned
openly, in a dispute aganst Lethington the secre-
t1ry of state, that subjects mmpht nd ought to
exccute God's judgments upon therr Jang, that
the fact of Jehu and others agunst ther king,
having the ground of God’s ordinary command to
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put such and such offenders to death, was not
extraordinary, but to be imitated of all that pre-
ferred the honour of God to the affection of flesh
and wicked pninces, that kings, if they offend
have no privilege to be exempted from the punish-
ments of law more than any other subject so that
if the hing be a murderer, adulterer, or idolater,
he should suffer, not as a king but as an offender ;
and this position he repeats again and again before
them Answerable was the opinion of John Craig,
another learned dlvme, and that laws made by the
tyranny of princes, or the neghgence of people,
their posterity might abrogate, and reform all
things according to the original mnstitution of com-
monwealths And Knox being commanded by
the nobility to wnite to Calvin and other learned
men for their judgments in that question, refused,
alleging that both himself was fully resolved in
conscience, and had heard theirr judgments, and
had the same opimion under handwniting of many
the most godly and most learned that he knew m
Europe, that if he should move the question to
them again, what should he do but show lus own
forgetfulness or inconstancy ? All this 1s far more
largely 1n the ecclesiastical history of Scotland,
(1 1v) with many other passages to this effect all
the book over, set out with diligence by Scotsmen
of best repute among them at the beginming of
these troubles, as if they laboured to mform us
what we were to do, and what they intended upon
the like occasion.
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And to et the world hroy that the vhole
church and protestant state of Seotland i thote
parert e of refurmatien v ere of the s=me behef,
three yerrs after, they met i the fie' 13y therr
I ful and hereditan quecn, ten} hu presner,
yicdding before Gplr, Tept hur tn pnoon, nod the
tame year depossl her

And four yerre pfter tht, the Sco's, in pustifica-
tion of thar deporing (i seq S, <ent rmbresa-
aury to (acen Lizabeth, ond 1~ v mitten dechiae
uoa alleped, thaf ey had o ton aras her mose
lenits than <he deserved , th=t th 1 aneestors had
b arecofore punihat thar Linvs by derth or bamish
ment, that the Scuts vere 1 froo nation, made
hing whom they frezly chosg, »nd vath the sams
frevdom unt mzed hum of e, viw eanse, by nizht
of ancient Iawe and cerenomes yet remarmung, ~nd
ol t custom® yet among the bighlonders in choourg
the haad of thar elrns or fumilies 3 A v uch, with
many other argererts, hore 1vitness that regal
power was nothing ce bt 1 mutual covennnt o~
<pulttion between bing and people.  These were
Scotchmen 1nd presbytenians bat v bt measure
then hnve they tately offered, to thanl. sach hibarty
Iess bescemung us then themeelves, presuming to
put lim upon <18 for 4 macter whom their 1w
searce allows to be tharr own equal?2  If now then
w.¢ hear ther in another strun than heretofore 1n
the purest times of thar chureh, we my be confi-
dent 1t s the voice of faction sperhang m them,
not of truth and reformation  Which no less in
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England than m Scotland, by the mouths of those
faithful witnesses commonly called puritans and
non-conformists, spahe as clearly for the putting
down, jea, the utmost pumshmg of kings, as i
their several treatises may be read, even from
the first reign of’ Ehizabeth to these times  Inso-
much that one of them, whose name was Gibson,
foretold Xing James he should be rooted out, and
conclude his race, 1f he persisted to uphold bishops
And that very mscription, stamped upon the first
coms at his coronation, a naked sword in a hand,
with these words, St meseor, 112 me,’ © Agamst
* me,1f I deserve,” not only manifested the judgment
of that state, but seemed also to presage the
sentence of divine justice 1n this event upon his
son

In the year 1581, the states of Holland, mm a
general assembly at the Hague, abjured all obedi-
ence and subjection to Philip Ling of Spamn, and
1n a declaration justify their so domng , for that by
his tyrannous government, agawmnst faith so many
times given and broken, he had lost his nght to all
the Belgic provinces, that therefore they deposed
him, and declared it lawful to choose another 1n
his stead From that time to this, no state or
hmgdom 1 the woild hath equally prospered
but let them remember not to leok with an evil

and prejudxmal eye upon their newhbours wzzIng ’

- ]
Ty the same rule v -
* * * * * * PR 4

For as to this question in hand, what the people
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by thewr pe trphtmay doan ehente of patemmrent,
oo of povernon, we e st clerred sufficently, be-
syler othior anple cuthonty, oven from the snouths
of pnnces themsehve  Anleuredy they thet «hall
borst, as v do, o be o free nation, #od not base
in themselies the paver to remo » or to ~Laleh
any porespor, cupreme or suhordinnle, wite the
posernment el upon urpeat eovees, mey please
ther frey vatha ndxcx.lvw ard p‘nmcd freedom,
fit to coren Dabues; bLut we are mdeed under
tyranny ~nd servitnde, as s antay that powers,
which 35 the root and eource of ~U Iiberty, to dis-
pore and ceongmnize m the Iond wheeh God hun
given thum, os mesters of fumly n thar ovn
houce al free wnhentanee. Wathout whichn-tu-al
ad es~entinl poser of a free nation, tho gh benng
Ingh thair heads, they ean i due eveum be thoaght
no butter than slues and vasaals bomn, 1n the
tenure and occupation of enother inhenting lord ,
+whose goscmment, though not illegal or intoler-
able, hangs over them as a lo-dly scourge, not as
a free gosernment; ~nd thercfore to Le abrogated
1o mach more justly then may they firg off
tyrinny, or tyrants 3 who being once deposed ean
be no more than pnivate men, 15 subject to the
re1ch of yustice and arrugnment 45 any other trns-
gressors®  And certunly if men, no* to spetk of
heathien, both vase and rehigmors, have done justice
upon tyrants what w-~y they coald soonest, how
much more mild and humane then s, to gne
them fur 1nd open tnal, to teach lavless hangs,
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and all who so much adore them, that not mortal
man or his imperious will, but justice, 15 the only
true sovereign and supreme majesty upon earth,
Let men cease therefore out of faction and hypo-
cnisy to make outcries and hornd things of things
5o just and honourable ~ Though perhaps till now
no protestant state or kingdom can be alleged to
have openly put to death thewr king, which lately
some have written, and mmputed to thewr great
glory, much mstalung the matter. It 15 not,
neither ought to be, the glory of a protestant state
never to have put therr king-to death , 1t 1s the
glory of a protestant king never to have deserved
death  And ifthe parhament and military council
do what they do without precedent, if it appear
their duty, it argues the more wisdom, virtue, and
magnanimuty, that they know themselves able to
be a precedent to others , who perhaps i future
ages, 1f they prove not too degenerate, will look

up with honour and aspire toward these exem-

plary and matchless deeds of their ancestors, as to
the highest top of their civil glory and emulation ;

which heretofore, 1n the pursuance of fame and
foreign domimon, spentatself vamngloriouslyabroad ,
but henceforth may learn a better fortitude, to dare
execute hughest justice on them that shall by force
of arms endeavour the oppressing and bereaving of
rehgion and their hberty at home That no ug-

bnidled potentate or tyrant, but to his sorrow, for

the future may presume such high and uresponsible

licence over manhind, to havoc and turn upside
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down wholc Lingdoms of men, 25 thongh they were
no more in respect of hiz purocre will than ¢
nation of promiree

As for the party called precbytennn, of whom I
behitve very irny to be pood and futhfol Chr -
tians, though milc1 by came of turbmlent s,ung, I
wish thum, cane tly wd calinly, not to £l off
from their firt punaples, nor to et iy our ord
supenonty over men not uikler them § no' to come
pet unforable things, i rebymon cspranally, whien
if not voluntiny beeomes 1 an, not to et the
clamovr and malicions dnfis of men v hom thyy
themecdves hause judged to be the vorst of men,
the obdurate enemv s of God 1d ns chureh wor
to dart agunst the actions of thar brethren, for
want of other argument, those wrested Iws ~nd
senptures thrown by pradates and  mahignaats
agrunst thetr own sides, wineh though IhC)\TRTrt
not otherwice, yet taken up by thea ta the cone
demnation of thenr own deincs give seandal to all
men, and discover in themszcdves atner extreme
passion or aposticy  Let them not opposc therr
best fiends and associates, vho molest them not
at all, mfrnge not the lewt of thar hiberties,
unless they eall it ther hberty to bind other men’s
consciences, but are <till <«cehing to hine at peree
with them and brotherly »ccord  Let them beware
n old and perfect enemy, who, though he hope by
sowing discord to mihe them Ins mstruments, yet
cmnot forbear 2 minute the open threateming of
lus destined revenge upon thom, when they have
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served lus purposes Let them fear therefore, 1f
they be wise, rather what they have done already
than what remains to do, and be warned 1n time
that they put no confidence m princes whom
they have provoled, lest they be added to the
cramples of those that muserably have tasted the
cvent

.14 Stories can mnform them how Chrnstiern the
Second, hing of Denmarh, not much above 2
hundred years past, driven out by his subjects, and
recerved agamn upon new oaths and conditions,
bioke through them all to us most bloody revenge;
slhying Ius chuef opposers, when he saw his time,
both them and their children, mnvited to a feast for
that purpose  IIow Maximilian dealt with those
of Bruges, though by mediation of the German
princes reconciled to them by solemn and publhc
writings drawn and serled  ITow the massacre at
Paris was the effect of that credulous peace which
the French protestants made with Charles IX
their hing  and that the mun visible cause which
to this day hath swved the Netherlands from utter
1w, was their final not believing the perfidious
cruelty which, as a constant maum of state, hath
been used by the Spanish hings on their subjects
that have taken arms, wnd after trusted them , as
no latter age but can testify, heretofore m Belga
iself, and this very year in Naples  And to con-
clude with one past enception, though fir more
ancient, David;~whose sanctified prudence mught
be alone sufficient, net to warrant us only, but to
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‘1t, we are as much gulty of rehgion so violated
¢ as the oppressors themselves !

¢ Now a days monarchs pretend always mn their
¢ taitles to be kings by the grace of God , but how
* many of them to this end only pretend 1t, that they
‘ may reign without control ' For to what purpose
¢ 15 the grace of God mentioned 1n the title of hings,
¢ but that they may acknowledge no superior? In
¢ the meanwhile God, whose name they use to
*support themselves, they willingly would tread
‘under their feet It 1s therefore a mere cheat
¢when they boast to reign by the grace of God *2
¢ Earthly princes depose themselves, while they
¢ nse agunst God , yea, they are unworthy to be
¢ numbered among men rather it behoves us to
¢ spit upon their heads than to obey them *3

‘If 1 sovercign prince endeavour by arms to
¢ defend transgressors, to subvert those things which
¢are taught 1n the word of God, they who are in
f authority under lum ought first to dissuade him;
“1f they prevail not, and that he now bears lumself
‘not as a prince but as an enemy, and sceks to
¢ violate privileges and nghts granted to inferior
¢ magstrates or commonalties, 1t 1s the part of pious
¢ magstrates, imploning first the assistance of God,

1 { Romanum imperium 1mo quodque,” &¢ —Zwinglus,
Epst ad Conrad Somium

2 * Hodie monarchz semper 1in sws titulis,” &c.—Calvin
on Dtmel, ¢ v v 25

3 ¢ Abdicant se terrem pnincipes,’ 8¢ —OnDan ¢ w1 v

22
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*rather to try oll wazs and means then to Tatrsy
fthe Hoct of Chriet to « eh an eatuy of ol for
fthey abso are to thr end or Taned, thet the, 1y
‘defund the people of Gol, o] mmintan tleee
“thin s which 2re poel 2nd joot Torto bue
rupreme pot wr b crs et the el eoan ated by
*that power, bat mab ot the Te - tolerbile by how
much themore g eneesdle honifol Thonestsaty
“the Jovs tolenthle, the more tap=rts +bly to b>
fpensted 't Of Peter Margr ve Tove e’
befure  “ Th=y s Bo & p oty towrtup i e,
¢ may res'eun thoem ~leo fromn ot e o dre by, 07
pnil them down; bt all mr ttete ~resuovp
‘ather 1y paherient or by elector , or by other
‘maptriter 3 g, thanddore, who excfted then
iy lalfully degede ant pmph taem '=

Of the Seov's divemes T oeel not meation o b s
thn the fumoisest cmone them, Kpgy, and his
fllow Inbourers in the reformation of Scotlnd,
whowe larpe trevtise on this sabject aefinds the
same opimon  To aite thun suffictently, were to
msert thetr whole bool s, wnitten purpo.cly on ths
argument, *Knov's Appeal;’ and ‘to tae revrer;’
where he promices 1 posteenipt that the book
which he intended to <et forth, lled *The
‘ Second Blst of the Trumpet,’ sho kd mauntun
more at Irge, that the <ame men most justly oy
depose and pumish him whom unvd.iedly they

: ! St prnnceps supenier,” S¢ —Nucer en Vol e v
2 ' Quorum est constituere gma,itratus,’ So—Panrusia
Rom xmn
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have elected, notwithstanding birth, succession, or
any oath of allegiance Among our own divines,
Cartwnight and Fenner, two of the learnedest, may
m reason satisfy us what was held by the rest
Fenner, 1in his book of Theology, mamtaining that
they who have power, that 1s to say, a parliament,
may either by fair means or by force depose a
tyrant, whom he defines to be lim that wilfully
breahs all or the principal conditions made between
him and the commonwealth.! And Cartwnght, m
a prefixed epistle, testifies lus approbation of the
whole book

¢Kings have their authonty of the people, who
‘may upon occasion reassume 1t to themselves 2
¢ The people may kill wicked princes, as monsters
¢ and cruel beasts *® ¢ When Langs or rulers become
¢ blasphemers of.God, oppressors and murderers of
¢ their subjects, they ought no more to be accounted
‘langs, or lawful magistrates, but as private men
‘to be examined, accused, and condemned and
¢ punished by the law of God , and bemng convicted
¢ and punished by that law, 1t 1s not man’s but God's
‘domng’* ¢By the avil laws, a fool or 1diot born,
¢ and so proved, shall lose the lands and inheritance
¢ whereto he 1s born, because he 1s not able to use
‘them anght and especially ought 1n no case be
¢ suffered to have the government of a whole nation,

1 Fen Sac Theolog ¢ 13

2 Gilby de Obedienti, p 25 and xog

3 England s Complaint against the Canons

4 Chnistopher Goodman of Obedience, ¢ » p 139

P
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‘ bt there 15 no such evilean come to the corrman
‘wealth by fools and 1ot ~sdeth by the race and
ffury of ungsdly meler, ruch, thercfore, beirs
*withont Ged, ought te have no suthonty mer
*God™ people, whoby Lis v ord reqaireth th e oome
“trary ' PNo percon s exempt by ey law of
*God from this punehment  be hel g, guesn, of
¢t emperor, he mast die the desth ;) for God hathr of
¢ placed them above others to trne reess fus 1 s a3
“they list, but to be cubyect to them as s el s
*others; sud 1f they be subjee to huclaws, thento
*the punishment also, <o much the more 15 thar
Cexampless moredengorons'? *When magstmies
* cetse to do thar duty, the people arg, as 1t wese,
“without magistitte, yer, wo~e, and thea God
fgveth the swond into the people’s hard, and he
¢ humsclf 1s becotic immedi-tely thar head 7 I
‘punces do nght, ard } eep promese vtk you, thea
*do you onc to then 1l humble obedience ; :ifnot,
*v¢ are diccharged, wnd your tudy ought to be m
* this crse how ye m1y depose and punishaccording
¢ to the Inw such rebels ag~mst Gol 1nd oppressors
‘of their country 4

This Goodman was a mmster of the Ingheh
church at Geneva, as Dudley Tenner was at
Middleburgh, or come other plice in that coantry.
Thewe were the pastors of those <unts and con-
fessors, who, flying from the bloody persecution of
Queen Mary, githered up 1t length therr scattered

1 Chnstoph»r Goodrran of Obzdicnce, ¢ xt P 343 134
SC v p 184 3P 1Ss 4P g
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members into many congregations , whereof some
mn Upper, some 1 Lower Germany, part_of them
settled at Geneva, where this author having
preached on this subject, to the great lking of
certamn learned and godly men who heard him,
was by them sundry times and with much nstance
required to write more fully on that pomnt, Who
thereupon took 1t m hand, and conferiing with the
best learned m those parts, (among whom Calvin
was then hiving 1n the same aty,) with their special
approbation he published this treatise, aimng
puncipally, as 15 testified by Winttingham 1 the
Preface, that his brethren of England, the pro-
testants, might be persuaded in the truth of that
doctrine concerning obedience to magistrates
These were the true protestant divines of
England, our fathers i the faith we hold, ths
was their sense, who for so many years labouring
under prelacy, through all storms and persecutions
Lept religion from extingmshing ; and delivered it
pure to us, till there arose a covetous and ambitious
generation of divines, (for divines they call them-
selves) who, feigning on a sudden to be new
converts and proselytes from episcopacy, under
which they had long temponsed, opened their
mouths at length, 1 show against plurahities and
prelacy, but with intent to swallow them down
both , gorging themselves lihe harpies on those
simonious places and preferments of their outed

1 Whittingham 1n Prefat
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predecescors, as the quarry for which they hunted,
not to plurahity only but to muluplienty , for pos-
semsing whichthey brad accused them ther brethren,
and aspinng under another title to the came avthe.
nty and usurpition over the conraiences of all
men

Of this frction divers reverend and lewrred
dnanes (s they are styled in the phytactery of thar
own title page) plervhing the lasfulnes of defenene
arms agunst the bang, in 4 treatese eolied *Senp-
fture and Rer om,' seam m o words to disclvuim
utter]y the depoang of o hing , but both the <cnip.
ture, and the reveons which they vee, drw cor-
sequences ~fioer them, which, sathout thur bidding,
conclude 1t lawful. Fo- of by senipture, and by
that etpecnlly to the Romang, which they mo™
msst upon, hngs, doing that which 15 contriny to
St, Paul s defintion of 1 magistrate, may be resisted,
they may altogether with as much fornie of con-
sequence be deposed or pumshed  And if by
reason the unjust authonty of hings ‘may be
 forfuted in part, and s power be reassumed in
f part, cither by the pariiament or people, for the
¢ case in hzard and the present necessity,” s they
affirm, p 34, there can no scnipture be alleged, no
mmaginable revson miven, that necess'ty continming,
as it may always, and they n all prudence ard
their duty may taleupon them to forezeeat, whyn
such a case they may not finnlly amerce him with
the loss of hus kingdom, of whose amendment they
hawve no hope.  Andif one wiched action persisted

' [
Ve FrE 4 - rd N
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1 agamnst religion, laws, and liberties, may warrant
us to thus much in part, why may not forty times
as many tyrannies, by him committed, warrant us
to proceed on restrmmng him, till the restramt
become total? For the ways of justice are exactest
proportion , 1f for one trespass of a king 1t require
so much remedy or satisfaction, then for twenty
more as heinous crimes 1t requires of lum twenty~
fold, and so proportionably, till 1t come to what
15 utmost among men If mn these proceedings
agunst their king they may not fimish, by the usual
course of justice, what they have begun, they couid
not lawfully begin at all For this golden rule of
justice and morahty, as well as of anthmetie, out
of three terms which they admit, will as certainly
and unavoidably bring out the fourth as any
problem that ever Euclid or Apollomus made good
by demonstration

And 1f the parhament, being undeposable but by
themselves, as1s affirmed, p 37, 38, might for his
whole life, if they saw cause, take all power,
authority, and the sword out of us hand, which in
effect 1s to unmagistrate him, why might they not,
being then themselves the sole magistrates in force,
proceed to pumsh him, who, bemg lawfully
deprived of all things that define a magistrate, can
be now no magistrate to be degraded lower, but an
offender to be pumshed? Lastly, whom they tnay
defy, and meet 1n battle, why may they not as well
prosecute by justice? For lawful war 15 but the
execution of justice against them who refuse law
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Amang whom af 1t be Javful {a- thLey deny no,
p 19, 20,) 1o <hy the Ving limee!f comng in front
at hus ovn penl, whercfore may not jostice do that
mtendedly, which the chanee of a defunsinve war
might sathout Uhme e done csanlly, nyy,
purposcly, of there it find him ameng the ret?
They ad, p 19, *By what rule of concairee or
fGod a state 15 bound to waenfice relynon, lavs,
“and hibortics, rather than a prinee defunding sich
‘as subsvert them, should eome in hazaed of hiz
‘hife ' AnllT 2k Iy what concetence, or dnvinity,
or 1w, vrreason, 2 s'ote 33 boand to leave »1 these
soered concernments under 2 perpetnal hzard ~rd
exteemuty of danger, mither than eut off a wiched
prince, who sits plotung day and might to subsert
them

They tell us that the Iaw of nature justifies any
man to defend humuself, even agunst the ling 1n
person . Iet them shew us then why the same Iaw
m1y not justify much more a <tate or whole people
to do justice upen lum agunst whom e1ch private
m1n may I fully defend himself 3 scemng ll 1ind
of justice done 1s a defence to good men, aswell as
a punishment to bad; and justice donc upen 2
tyrant ts no more but the necessary sclf-defence of
1 whole commonwealth  To war upon a hing
that Ins nstruments may be brought to condign
punishment, and thereafier to punish them the
wstruments, and not to spare onls, but to deferd
and honour him the ~uthor, 1s the strngest piece
of Justice to be ealled Chnstian, and the strngest
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piece of reason to be called human, that by men of
reverence and learning, as their style imports them,
ever yet was vented  They maintam 1n the third
and fourth section, that a judge or mfenor magis-
trate 1s anonted of God, 1s s munster, hath the
sword 10 lus hand, 15 to be obeyed by St. Peter’s
rule, as well as the supreme, and without difference
anywhete eapressed and yet will have us fight
aganst the supreme fill he remove and pumsh the
nferior magistrate , (for such were greatest de-
linquents ,} whereas by scnpture, and by reason,
there can no more authonty be shewn to resist the
one than the other, and altogether as much, to
punish or depose the supreme umself, as to make
war upon lim, till he punmish or deliver up hus
inferior magstrates, whom 1n the same terms we are
commanded to obey, and not to resist

Thus while they, 1n a cautious line or two here
and there stuffed 1, are only verbal aganst the
pulling down or pumshing of tyrants, all the scrip-
ture and the reason which they bung, 15 1n every
Jeaf direct and rational, to infer 1t altogether as
lawful, as to resist them. And yet in all therr
sermons, as hath by others been well noted, they
went much further, For divines, if ye observe
them, have their postures and their motions ng less
expertly, and with no less vanety, than they that
practise feats in the Artillery-ground,  Sometimes
they seem funously to march on, and presently
march counter, by and by they stand, and then
rctr?at » or1f need be, can face about, or wheel 1
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1 whale body, with that ecunmng and dextenty as
15 almost wnpurcasable, to vand themslves by
shufting groand mnto pliees of more advantese
Anlprosidence only mu-t be the drvm, proyvelonce
the word of comman 1, that calls them from above,
hut always to some Iarger benefice, or scts them
into sach or such fipures ard promotions Atther
turns and doubling= no men readier, to the nght,
or to the left, forat 1 thar tums wheeh the,y sene
chuefly 3 heremn only angular, thet vath them there
15 no certaun hand right orleft, bat ar theirown com
modity thinls bustto eolb it Butf there comea
truth to be defeaded, which to them and ther
nterest of this vorld seems not w9 profitable,
strupht theie mmble motionists ean find not even
legs to stand upon ; and are no more of u<e to re-
formation thoroughly performed, and not super-
fictally, or to the adsancement of truth, (winch
among mortal men 15 always i her progress,) than
if on 1 sudden they were struck maum *nd enppled
Which the better to concenl, or the more to counte-
nance by a generlconformity to their own hmping,
they would have scripture, they would hase revson
also made to halt with them for company; and
would put us off with impotent conclusions, Jame
and shorter than the premises

In this posture they seem to stand wath great
zenl and confidence on the wall of Ston 3 but like
Jebusites, not Iike Israchites, or Lesutes - blind also-
1s well as lame, they discern not Dwid from
Adontbezec  but cry him up for the Lord’s
anomted, Whose thumbs and great toes not fong
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before they had cut off upon theiwr pulpit cushions
Therefore he who 1s our only King, the Root of
David, and whose hingdom s eternal righteousness,
with all those that war under him, whose happimess
and final hopes are laid up 1n that only just and
nghtful kingdom, (which we pray mcessantly may
come soon, and 1n so praying wish hasty run and
destruction to all tyrants,) even he our mmmortal
King, and all thatlove him, must of necessity have
1n abomimation these blind and lame defenders of
Jerusalem , as the soul of David hated them, and
forbid them entrance mmto God’s house, and s
own But as to those before them, which T cited
first (and with an easy search, for many more
might be added) as they there stand, without more
1n number, being the best and chief of protestant
divines, we may follow them for fmithful gmdes,
and without doubting may recewve them, as wit-
nesses abundant of what we here affirm concern-
mg tyrants And indeed I find 1t generally the
clear and positive determination of them all, (not
prelatical, or of this late faction subprelatical,) who
have wrtten on this wrgument , that to do justice
on a lawless hing 1s to a private man unlawful, to
an nferior magstrate lawful  or 1if they were
dnided 1n opmion, yet greater than these here al-
leged, or of more authonty in the church, there can
be none produced

If any one shall go about, by bringing other
testimomes to disable these, or by bnnging these
agunst themselves 1n other cited passages of thewr
books, he will not only fal to make good that false

r: 1 L
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andimpudent assertion of those mutinous ministers,
that the deposing and pumshing of a king or tyrant
€15 aganst the constant judgment of all protestant
¢ divines,” 1t being quate the contrary ; but will prove
rather what perhaps he intended not, that the judg-
ment of divines, if it be so various and inconstant to
itself, 15 not considerable, or to be esteemed at all
Ere which be yielded, as I hope it never will, these
ignorant assertors 1n their own art wall have proved
themselves more and more not to be protestant
divines, whose constant judgment mn this point
they have so audaciously behed, but rather to be a
pack of hungry church-wolves, who 1n the steps of
Simon Magus their father, following thehot scent of
aaﬁbleﬁﬁngs and pluralities, advowsons, donatives,
inductions, and augmentations, though uncalled to
the flock of Chnst, but by the mere suggestion of
their bellies, like those priests of Bel whose pranks
JDamel found out, have got possesion or rather
serzed upon the pulpit, as the stronghold and for-
tress of thewr sedition and rebellion agamst the
cvil magistrate.  Whose friendly and wvictorious
hand having rescued them from the bishops, therr
msulting lords, fed them plenteously both 1n public
and 1 pnvate, raised them to be high and rich of
poor and base, only suffered not their covetous-
ness and fierce ambition (which as the pit that sent
out their fellow-locusts hath been ever bottomless
and boundless) to interpose m all things, and over
all persons, their impetuous 1ignorance and 1m-
portumty



EIKONOKLASTES

IN ANSWER TO A BOOK ENTITLED
‘EIKON BASILIKE, THE PORTRAI-
¢ TURL OF HIS SACRED MAJESTY IN
 HI1S SOLITUDES AND SUFFERINGS *
PUBLISHED BY AUTHORITY (1649).



¢ As a roaring lion and a ranging bear, 5o 1s a wicked ruler
fover the poor people

‘The prince that wanteth understanding 1s 4lso a great
‘oppressor, but he that hateth covetousness shall
¢ prolong his days

‘A man that doth violence to the blood of any person
shall flee to the pit, let no man stay hm —Prov
xxviu 15, 16, 17

¢ Regmm mpenium, quod mmtio conservande hbertatis
atque qugendz reipublicz causa fuerat, mn superbiam
‘ dominationemgque se convertit
¢ Reglbus bom quam mal1 suspectiores sunt, semperque
his aliena virtus formdolosa est.
* Impune quahbet facere, 1d est regem ess¢ *—SALLUST

The following extract 1s the second of twenty-eight chapters
m whuch * Erhon Basilihe’ 15 reviewed 1 detail
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IITS neat chapter is a penitent confession of
the king, and the strangest, if it be well

weighed, that ever was aurtcular  For he repents «
here of giving his consent, though most unwillingly,
to the most seasonable and solemn piece of justice 1
that had been done of many years in theland  but
his sole conscience thought the contrary  And thus
was the welfare, the safety, and, within a hittle, the
unimmous demand of three populous nations, to
have attended still on the singulanty of one man’s
opimionated conscience, 1f men had always been so
tame and spirtless, and had not unexpectedly found
the grace to understand that 1f his conscience were
so nirrow 1nd peculiar to atself 1t was not fit lus
authority should be so ample and umiversal over
others for certainly a private conscience sorts not
with a public calling, but declares that person
rather meant by nature for a pnvate fortune. And
this also we may take for truth, that he whose
conscience thinks it sin to put to death a capital -
offender, will as oft ‘think 1t mentorions to il
a nghteous person,

But let us hear what the sin was that lay so sore
:ﬂ



222 LIRONOKLASTLES

upon lum and, as one of lus prayers given to Dr.
Juxon testifies, to the very day of his death , 1t was
lus signing the Dill of Strafford’s execution, a man
wwhom all men looked upon as one of the boldest and
most impetuous nstruments that the hang had to
advance any wviolent or illegal design. He had
ruled Tieland, and some parts of England, n an
arbitrary manner ;3 had endeavoured to subvert
fundamenfal laws, to subvert parhaments, and to
wncense the king agnst them , he had also endea-
voured to make hostility between England and
Scotland  he had counselled the hing to call over
that Irish army of papists, which he had cunningly
raised, to reduce Englind, as appeared by good
testimony then present at the consultation. for
which and many other crimes alleged and proved
aganst him 1 twenty eight articles, he was con-
demned of lugh-treason by the parliament.

The commons by far the greater number cast,
Inm: the lords, after they had been satisfied 1n
a full discourse by the hing's sohator, and the
opimons of many judges delivered i therr house,
agreed hikewise to the sentence of treason, The
people umversally cried out for justice Nome
vere Ius friends but courtiers and clergymen, the
worst, at that time, and most corrupted sort of men ,
and court Iadies, not the best of women , whowhen
they grow to that insolencg as to appear acine
in state affawrs, are the certan sign of a disso-
lute, degenerate, and pusillamumous commonweaith

Last of all, the lung, or rather first, for these
fs
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were but his apes, was not satisfied 1n conscience
to condemn him of high-treason , and declared to
both houses ‘that no fears or respects whatsoever
¢should make him alter that resolution founded
‘upon Iis conscience *  Either then his resolution
was mdeed not founded upon his conscience, or us
conscience received better information, or else
both his conscience and this his strong resolution
struck sail, notwithstanding these glorious words,
to his stronger fear; for within a few days after,
when the judges, at a pnvy-council, and four of s
elected bishops had picked the thom out of lus
conscience, he was at length persuaded to sign the
bill for Strafford’s execution And yet perhaps
that it wrung lns conscience to condemn the earl
of Ingh treason 15 not unlikely , not because he
thought him gwltless of highest treason, had half
those crimes been committed against his own pn-
vate mierest or person, as appeared plamly by s
charge agamst the six members , but because he
knew himself 2 principal in what the earl was but
lus accessory, and thought nothing treason agamst
the commonwealth, but agamnst himself only

Had he really scrupled to sentence that for
treason which he thought not treasonable, why did
he seem resolved by the judges and the bishops?
and 1f by them resolved, how comes the scruple
here agamn? It was not then, as he now pietends,
¢ the importunities of some, and the fear of many,’
which made lim sign, but the satisfaction given him
by those judges and ghostly fathers of us own
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choosing  Which of lum shall we beheve ? for he
116t believe lum professing that his satisfaction was
but seemingly received and out of fear, or else we
may as well believe that the scruple was no real
scruple as we can believe lum here agamnst im-
self before, that the satisfaction then received was
no real satisfacton  Of such a vanable and fleet-
1ng conscience what hold can be taken?

But that indeed 1t was a facile conscience, and
could dissemble satisfaction when 1t pleased, s
own ensung actions declared, bemng soon after
found to have the chief hand 1n a most detested
conspiracy gainst the parhament and kingdom, as
by Ietters and examnations of Percy, Gonng, and
other conspirators came to hight , that hisintention
was to rescue the Earl of Strafford, by serzing on
the Tower of London, to bring up the Enghsh
army out of the North, joined with eight thousand
Insh papists raised by Strafford, and a French
army to be landed at Portsmouth, agamnst the
parhament and therr friends  For which purpose
the Ling, though requested by both houses to dis-
band those Insh papists, refused to do it, and Lept
them still in arms to hus own purposes  No marvel
then 1f being as deeply criminous as the ear]l him-
self 1t stung his conscience to ~djudge to death
those misdeeds whereof himself had been the chief
author no marvel though mstead of blamwng and
detesting lus ambition, his evil counsel, his violence,
and oppression of the people, be fall to prase hus
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geat abihities 3 wnd with scholastic {lounishes, be-
neath the decency of 1 king, compares him to the
sun, which n all figurative use and significance
bears allusion to a king, not to a subject 1o
marvel though he kmt contradictions as close as
words can le together, ‘not approving in his
‘judpment,’ and yet approving 1n his subsequent
reason all that Strafford did, as ‘driven by the
‘ necessity of times, and the temper of that people ,’
for this excuses il lus misdemeanors  Lastly, no
marvel that he goes on building many far and
prous conclusious upon false and wicked premises, :
which deceive the common reader, not well dis-
cerning the antipathy of such connexons  but this
15 the manvel, and may be the astonishment, of all
that have a conscience, how he durst in the sight
of God (and with the same words of contrition
wherewith David repents the murdering of Urnah)
repent his law ful compliance to that just act of not
soong m whom he voght o have Wmered wp
to speedy pumshment , though lumself the guiltier
of the two

If the deed were so sinful, to have put to death
so great a malefactor, it would have tahen much
doubtless from the heaviness of his sm, to have
told God n Ius confession how he laboured, what
dark plots he had contrived, into what a leygue
entered, and with what conspirators, agunst s
puhament and hingdoms, fo have rescued from
the clam of justice so not1ble and so dear an n-
strument of tyranny, which would have been a

Q
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A lae
story, no doubt, as pﬁcnsmg m lhc ewrs of heaven

as all these equivoeal repentances  For it wns
fear, and nothing clse, which made him fagn
before both the scruple and the satisfaction of his
conscience, that 1s to sy, of s mund s first
fear pretended consaience, that he might be berne
with 1o refuse sigmng 3 s Intter fear, being more
urgent, made hun find 1 conscience both to sign
and to be saisfied  As for repentance, it came
not on himm till a long time after, vhen he sww
‘he could have suffered nothing more, though he
‘had demed that i}l Tor how could he under-
standingly repent of letting that be treason which
the parhament and whole nation so judged ? This
ws that wlich repented him, to have given up to
just puishment so sout a champion of lus designs,
.who might htve been so useful to him in s follow-
ing civil broils It was a worldly repentance, not
a_conscicntious, of clse 1t w1s a2 strange tyrinny
whu“.\ hircanraanee bad gm* arardum & rovhuae
ke an evil spint for domg onc act of justice, and
by that mews to ‘fortify lus resolution’ from

aver domng so any more That mmd must needs
be wrrecoverably depraved, which either by chance

or importumty tasing but once of one just deed,

, Spatters at of, and abhors the relish ever after

-¢ o the Scribes and Phansees woe was denounced

by our Savxour, for strmming at 2 gmt and swallow-
mg a camel, though a gnat were to be stramned 2t -

but to a conscience with whom one good 1s so

hard to pass down as to endanger almost a chohing,
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and bad deeds without number, though as big and
bulky as the ruin of three hngdoms, go down cur-
rently without stramng, certanly a far greater woe
appertuns  If lus conscience were come to that
unnatwal dyscrasy, asto digest porson and to heck
at wholesome food, 1t was not for the parliament
or any of lus lingdoms to feed with him any
longer Which to conceal he would persuade us
that the parliament also 1n their conscience escaped
not ‘some touchcs of remorse,’ for putting Strafford
to dcath, m forbidding 1t by an after-1ct to be a
precedent for the futme  But, na faner construc-
tion, that act mplied rather a desire 1 them to
proy the lang's mind, whom they perceived by
this means quite alientted 1o the meanwhile not
mmagining that tins after-act should be retorted on
them to tic up justice for the time to come uponlit e
occasion, whether this were made a precedent or
not, no more than the want of such 1 precedent, 1f 1t
had been wanting, had been available to hinder

thns
A

But how likely 15 1t that this aftet-act argued sn
the parhiiment their least repenting for the death
of Strafford, when 1t argued so hittle mn the hang
Inmself , who, notwithstanding this after act, which
hiad his own hand and concurrence, 1f not his own
mstigation, within the same year ~ccused of ngh-
treason no less than six members at once for the
samce pretended crimes which his conscience would
not yicld to think treasonable in the carl 2 So that
this Ius subtle argument to fasten a repenting and,
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by that means a gultiness of Strafford’s deatk
upon the parbament, concludes upon s own
head , and shows us plainly that either notlung
his judgment was treason against the common-
wealth, but only agamnst the king's person, (a
tyranmcal principle), or that his conscience was a
perverse and prevaricating conscience, to scruple
that the commonwealth should punish for treason-
ous 1 one erunent offender that which he mself
sought so vehemently to have punished 1n six gult-
less persons If this were that touch of con-
‘science, which he bore with greater regret ’ than for
any sin committed m his life, whether it were that
proditory aid sent to Rochelle and rehigion abroad,
or that prodigality of shedding blood at home, to
a million of his subjects’ lives not valued 1n com-
parison to one Strafford , we may consider yet at
last, what true sense and feeling could be in that
conscience, and what fitness to be the master-
conscience of three kingdoms

But the reason why he labours that we should
take notice of so much *tenderness and regret mn
¢ Ius soul for having any hand in Strafford’s death,’
15 worth the marking ere we conclude ‘he hoped
‘1t would be some evidence before God and man to
‘all postenty, that he was far from bearing that
‘vast load and gwlt of blood’ laxd upon him by
others which hath the hkeness of a subtle dis-
simulation , bewailing the blood of one man, his
commodious wnstrument, put to death most justly,
though by im unwillingly, that we nught -think
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lum too tender to shed willingly the blood of those
thousands whom he counted rcbels  And thus by
dipping voluntanly his finger’s end, yet with show
of great remorse, i the blood of Strafford, whercof
all men clear him, he thinks to scape that sea of
mnocent blood, wheran lus own guilt inevitably
hath plunged lim 4l over And we may well
perceive to what easy satisfactions and purgations
he had inured Ins secret conscience, who thought
by such weak policies and ostentations as these to
gam belief and absolution from understanding men,
* » » * * * *
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Etnos
Consthum dedimus Sullze, demus poptlo nunc



UriE READY AND EASY WAY TO
ESTABLISH A FREE COMMON-
WEALTH.

LTHOUGH since the wniting of this treatise
the face of things hath had some change,
writs for new elections have been recalled, and the
members at first chosen re admitted from exclusion
yet,not a little rejorcing to hear declared the reso-
lutmn of those who are m power, tending to the
establishment of a free commonwealth, and to
remove, if 1t be possible, this noxous humour of
returning to bondage, mstlled of late by some
decervers, and nounshed from bad prmciples and
false apprehensions among too many of the people ;
1 thought best not to suppress what I had wntten,
hoping that 1t may now be of much more use and
concernment to be freely pubhshed, 1n the mudst
of our elections to a free parhament, or thewr
sitting to cansider frecly of the government , whom
1t behoves to have all things represented to them
that may direct thewr judgment theremm; and I
never read of any state, scarce of any tyrant
grown so incurable as to refuse counsel from any
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mersure wiedom v orling all things, and the
dangers on ather side they cenously thus v aghed
+ o From the trmty short fruuts of long Inlours,
and seven yers’ war, securty for twenty yers,if
we can hold at, reformation mn the eherch for
o three yews  then put to shift sgam waith oar
“e sanquished master Ihis justic, Ins honour, ns
conscicnee declired quite contrary to ours, which
vould hve furnished him with many cuch evasions
1s 1 a hook cntitled * An Inquisition for Blood’
soon 2fter were not conceled  bushops not totaily
removed, but Icft, as 1t were, 1n ambush, 1 rezene,
with onlimation mn their sole power; their Il
already solu, not to be ahienated, but rented, and
the sale of them called “sacnlege,’ delinquents,
few of many bronght to condign pumshment,
accessonies pumeched, the chief author above par-
don, though after utmost resistince vanqushed,
not to give, but to recenve, lnws, yet besought,
treated with, and to be thanked for his grcious
concessions, to be honoured, worshipped, glonified.
If this we swore to do, with what nghteousness
m the s‘lght of God, with what assurnce thot we
bring not by such an oath the whole <ea of blood-
gultness upon our heads? If on the other side we
prefer a {frec government, though for the present
not obtaned, yet all those suggested fears nd
difficulties, as the event will prove, easily overcome,
we remun finally secure from the exasperated regal
power, nd out of snares, shall retun the best
patt of our Iiberty, wluch 1s our religion, and the



A TRIE COMMONWEALTH 39

el part will be from these who defer us much
more eaaly recovered, bemg nather so o subtle nor
so awful 15 1 hing renthroned. Nor were therr
netions loss both at home and abroad than mught
become the hopes of a glorious nsing common- »
wealth nor were the evpressions both of army
and people, whether i thar pubhic declarations
or several wrtings, other than such gs testified a
spirit m this nation no less noble and well-fitted
to the hberty of a commonwealth thin in the
ancient Greehs or Romans  Nor was the heroie
cause unsuccessfully defended to all Chnstendom,
aganst the tongue of a famous and thonght n-
vinaible adversary , nor the constancy and fortitude
that <0 nobly vindicated our Iibetts, our sictory nt
once agamst two the most presauhng usurpers over
manhind, supesution and tyraony, unprased or
uncelebrited n o wntten monument, lihely to
outhive detraction, as it hath ntherto convineed or
silenced not 7 few of our detractors, Lspeanily
parts 2broad,

After our Iiberty and rebigion thus prospcrously
fought for, guned, and many years possessed,
except n those unhappy interruptions which God
hath removed , now that nothing ramuns but in
all rcrcon the certun hopes of 2 spuedy and im-
medinte <cttlement for ever an a firm and free
commonwealth, for thhs extolled and magmificd
nation, regardless both of honour von or delnver-
auces vouchsafed fram hewen, to fall bael, or
rither to creep back, so pootly o6 1t scems the
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multitude v ould, to their once abjured and detested
thraldom of hingship, to be ourselves the slanderers
of our own just and religious deeds, though done
by some to covetous and ambitious ends, yet not
therefore to be stained with therr infamy, or they
to asperse the integrity of others, and yet these
now by revolting from the conscience of deeds
well done, both in church and state, fo throw
away and forsake, or rather to betray a just and
noble cause for the mixture of bad men who have
1ll-managed and abused 1t, {which had our fathers
done heretofore, and on the same pretence deserted
true religion, what had long ere this become of
our gospel, and all protestant reformation so much
mtermized with the avarice and ambition of some
reformers ?) and by thus relapsing to verify all the
itter predictions of our tnumphing enemies, who
will now think they wisely discerned and justly
censured both us and all our actions as rash,
rebellious, hypocntical, and impious, not only
argues a strange degenerate contagion suddenly
spread among us, fitted and prepared for new
slavery, but will render us a scorn and dension to
all our neighbours

And what will they at best say of us, and of the
whole Enghsh name, but scofiingly, as of that
foolish builder mentioned by our Saviour, who
began to build a tower, and was not able to fimsh
1t? Where 1s this goodly tower of a common-
wealth, which the Enghsh boasted they would
build to overshadow kings, and be another Rome
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m the weat? Lhe foundation indecd they fud gal-
Jantly, but fcil into a worce confusion, not of
tongues but of factions, than those at the tower of
Babul, and have It no memonal of thur work
hehind them remamng but in the common lughter
of Lurope  Which must needs redound the more
to our shame, if we but look on our neighbours the
Umited Prosinces, to us nfenior in 2l outward ad-
vantages, ‘who notwithstanding, mn the mudst of
graater difficultics, courageously, wiscly, constantly
went throngh with the same worl, and are settled
in all the happy enmjoyments of ~ potent and
flounslnng republic to this day.

Beudes this, of we return to langship, and soon
repent, (as undoubtedly we shall, when we begmn
to find the old encrorchment comng on by httle
and hittle upon our consciences, which must neces-
sanly proceed from hing and ishop umted in-
separibly in one interest,) we may be forced
perhaps to fight over apain all that we have fought,
and spend over agun all thit we have spent, but
are never hle to attain thus far as we are now ad-
vanced to the recovery of our freedom, never to
have it in poseession as we now have at, nover to
be vouchenfed hereafier the ke mercies and syl
assitances from Heaven in our cause, if by our
inprateful backshiding we mnke theee frurtless s
flymy now to regl concessions from his divine
condirensions 1nd gracious answers to our once
importumng pryyers agunst the tyranny which we
then groaned under ;3 malung vaun and viler then

l'
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“let him be as the younger , and he that 1s chief, as
hethat serveth ’ The occasion of these his words
was the ambitious desire of Zebedee’s two sons to
be exalted above their brethren mn his kingdom,
which they thought was to be ere long upon earth
That he speaks of civil government, 15 mamfest by
the former part of the comparison, which infers the
other part to be always imn the ssme hind  And
what government comes neaier to tins precept of
Christ, than a free commonwealth ; wherein they
who are the greatest, are perpetual servants and
drudges to the public at thewr own cost and charges,
neglect their own affairs, yet are not elevated above
their brethren , live soberly 1n then fanuhies, walk
the street as other men, may be spoken to freely,
familiarly, friendly, without adoration? WWhereas
a kang must be adored hke a demigod, with a dis-
solute and haughty court about lnm, of vasteaxpense
and luxury, mashs and revels, to the debauching of
our prime gentry, both male and female, notin
their pasiimes only but 1n earnest, by the loose
employments of court-saivice which will be then
thought honourable
* » * * * * *

It may be well wondered that any nation,
styling themselves free, can suffer any man to pre-
tend hereditary nght over them s their lord,
whenas, by acknowledging that nght, they conclude
themselves his servants and his vassals, and so re-
nounce their own freedom.  Winch how a people
and their leaders especially can do, who have
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fought so gloriously for liberty ; how they can
change ther noble words and actions, heretofore
50 becoming the majesty of a free people, mto the
base necessity of court flattenies and prostrations,
15 not only strange and admirable, but lamentable
to think on  That a nation should be so valorous
and courageous to win their hberty n the field,
and when they have won 1, should be so heartless
and unwise m their counsels as not to hnow how
to use 1t, value 1it, what to do with it, or with
themselves, but after ten or tw elve years’ prosperous
war and contestation with tyranny, basely and be-
sottedly to run therr nechs agam mto the yoke
which they have brohen, and prostrate all the
fruts of their victory for nought at the feet of the
vanquished, besides our loss of glory, and such an
example as kings or tyrants never yet had the hilke
to boast of, will be an ignominy, if 1t befall us, that
never yet befell any nation possessed of their
Iiberty; worthy indeed themselves, whatsoever
they be, to be for ever slaves, but that part of the
nation which consents not with them, as I persuade
me of a great number, far worthier than by their
means to be brought nto the same bondage
Considenng these things so plam, so rational, I
cannot but yet further admire on the other side how
any man who hath the true prninciples of justice
and rehgion m him can presume or take upon
him to be a king and lord over his brethren, whom
he cannot but know, whether as men or Chnistians,
to be for the most part every way equal or superior

-
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to umself how he can display with such vamty and
ostentation his regal splendour so supereminently
above other mortal men, or, bemnga Chnistian, can
assume such exiraordinary honour and worship to
lumself, while the kingdom of Chnist, our commeon
kg and lord, 1s hid to ths world, and such
gentihish mmutation forbid m express words by him-
self to all ns disciples Al protestants hold that
Chnst 1n lus church hath left no vicegerent of his
power , but himself, without deputy, 1s the only
head thereof govermng it from heaven how then
can any Chnstian man denive s hingship from
Chnist, but with worse usurpation than the pope
Ins headship over the chwich, since Chnst not
only hath not left the least shadow of a command
for any such vicegerence from him in the state, as
the pope pretends for his n the church, but hath
expressly declared that such regal dommion is
from the gentiles, not from hum, and hath strictly
charged us not to imitate them therem?

I doubt not but all mgenuous and knowing men
will easily agree with me, that a free common-
wealth without single person or house of lords 1s
by far the best government, 1f 1t can be had , but
we bave all this while, say they, been expecting
it, and cannot yet attain 1t It 15 true, indeed,
when monarchy was dissolved, the form of a
commonwealth should have forthwith been framed,
aud the practice thereof immediately begun, that
the people mught have soon been satisfied and de-
hghted with the decent order, ense, and benefit
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thereof; we had been then by tlus time firmly
roofed, past fear of commotions or mutations, and
now floursshung ; this care of timely sctthng a new
government mstead of the old, too much neglected,
hath Dbeen our muschief, Vet the cause thereof
may be ascribed with most reason to the frequent
disturbances, interruptions, and dissolutions, which
the parhament hath had, partly from the impatient
or disaffected people, partly from some amintious
Jeaders in the army , much contrary, I believe, to
the mind and approbation of the army 1tself, and
thar other commanders, once undecenved, or mn
their own power
Now 1s the opportumty, now the very season,
wherein we may obtain a fice commonwealth, and
¢stablish at for ever mn the land, without difficulty
or mucl delyy. Wnts are sent out for clections,
and, which 1s worth obseriing, in the nime, not
-~ of any king, but of the heepers of our hiberty, to
summon  frec parhiament; which then only will
indeed be free, and desenve the true honour of that
supreme title, 1f they preserve us a free people
Which never parliament was more free to do,
beng now called not as heretofore, by the summons
of 1 lang, but by the voice of hiberty  Andf the
people, Iying aside prejudice and impatience, will
seriously and calmly now consider their own good,
both religious and civil, their own liberty and the
. J only means thereof, as shall be here Inid down
" before them, and will clect thewr hmghts and
burgesses able men, and according to the just and

Y 3..’:!: L4



A FREE COMMONIVEALTH 247

necessary quahfications, (which, for aught I hear,
remam yet mn force unrepealed, as they weres
formerly decreed m parhiament,) men not addicted
to a single person or house of lords, the work 15
done, at least the foundation firmly laxd of a free
commonwealth, and good part also erected of the
main structure  For the ground and basts of every
just and free government, (since men have smarted
so oft for commutting all to one person,}isa ggl_ggl-
council of ablest men, chosen by the people to
consult of public affars from time to time for the
common good In this. grand council must the
sovereignty, not transferied, but delegated onmly,
and as 1t were deposited, reside , with this caution,
they must have the forces by sea and land com-
mitted to them for preservation of the common
peace and hberty, must rmse and manage the
public revenue, at least with some inspectors de-
puted for satisfaction of the people, how 1t 15 em-
ployed 3 must make or propose, as more expressly
shall be said anon, civil laws, treat of commerce,
peace or war with foreign nations, and, for the
carrying on some particular affairs with more
secrecy and expedifion, must elect, as they have
already out of their own number and others, a
council of state

And, although 1t may seem strange at first hear-
g, by reason that men’s minds are prepossessed
with the notion of successive parhiaments, I affirm
that the grand or general council, being well
chosen, should be perpetual  for so their business
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is or m1y be, and ofttimes urgent 3 the opportunity
of affurs guned or lost in + moment.  The day of
courcil cinnot be set s the day of a festival ; but
must be ready always to prevent or answer all
oceasions By tins contmuance they will become
every way slalfullest, best provided of ntelhgenee
from abroad, best acquamted with the people at
home, and the people with them  The ship of
the commonwealth 15 always under sail; they sit
at the stern, and if they steer well, what need 15
there to change them, 1t being rather dangerous?
Add to ths, that the grand council 1s both founda-
tton and maun pillar of the whole state, and to
move pillars and foundations, not faulty, cannot
be safe for the bulding

I see not, thercfore, how we can be advantaged
by successive and transitory parhinments, but that
they are much likeher continu-lly to uncettle
rather than to scttle 1 free government, to breed
commotions, changes, novelties, and uncertunties,
to bring neglect upon present affurs and oppor-
tunities, while all minds are 1 suspense with ex-
peciation of a new assembly, and the assembly,
for 2 good space, tthen up with the new sefiling
of itself, After wich, of they find no great work
to do, they will make it, by altening or repeahng
former acts, or mahing and multiplying new , that
they may seem to sec what their predecessors s1w
not, and not to have assembled for notlung , il
all law be lost in the multitude of clishing statutes
But 1if the ambition of such as thinh themselves
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injured that they also partake not of the govern-
ment, and are impatient till they be chosen, cannot
brook the perpetuity of others chosen before them ,
orif 1t be feared, that long continuance of power
may corrupt sincerest men, the known espedient
15, and by some lately propounded, that anhually
{or 1f the space be longer, so much perhaps the
better) the third part of senators may go out ac-
cording to the precedence of their election, and
the like number be chosen 1 therr places, to pre-
vent their setthng of too absolute a power, if 1f
should be perpetual and this they call “partial
‘ rofation ’
* * * * * * *

Having thus far shewn with what ease we may
now obtam a free commonsealth, and by it, with
as much ease, all the freedom, peace, justice,
plenty, that we can desire § on the other side, the
difficultics, troubles, uncertainties, nay rather im-
possibihities, to enjoy these things constantly under
2 monarch; T will now proceed to show more
particularly wheren our freedom and flounshing
conthion will be more ample and secure to us
under*a free commonwealth than under Tang-
ship

The whole freedom of man consists either 1n
spintual or cival hberty  As for spuitual, who
can be at rest, who can enjoy anything 1 ths
world with contentment, who hath not hberty to
scrve God, and to save his own soul, according to
the best light which God hath planted 1n um to
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that purpose, by the reading of his revealed will,
and the gmidance of his Iloly Spint? That this 1s
best pleasing to God, and that the whole protestant
church allows no supreme judge or rule m matters
of religion, but the Scriptures, and these to be
terpreted by the Scriptures themselves, which
necessarily infers liberty of conscience, I have
heretofore proved at large 1 another tieatise,, and
mught yet further, by the public declarations, con-
fessions, and admomtions of whole churches and
states, obvious 1n all histones since the refor-
mation

Thus hberty of conscience, which above all other
things ought to Bé to~all men dearest and most
precious, no government more wnchinable not to
favour only, but to protect, than a free common-
wealth , as being most magnanimous, most fearless,
and confident of its own fair proceedings Whereas
Lingship, though loohing big, yet indeed most
pusillanmmous, full of fears, full of jealousies,
startled at every umbrage, asit hath been observed
of old to have ever suspected most and mistrusted
them who were 1 most esteem for virtue and
generosity of mind, so it 1s now Lnown to haie
most m doubt 1nd suspicion them who are most
reputed to be rehgious Queen Ehzabeth, though
herself accounted so good a protestant, so moderate,
so confident of her subjects’ love, would never give
way._so much as to presbytenian reformation
tlus land, though once and again besought, as
Camden relates, but impnisoned and persecuted
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the verp proposers thereof, alleging 1t as her mind
and maxum unalterable, that such reformation
would dimimsh regal anthority ,

What Iiberty of conscience can we then expect
of others, far worse pancipled from the cradle,
tramed up and governed by popish and Spamish
counsels, and on such depending Tutherto for sub-
sistence? Especially what can this last parhament
expect, who having revived lately and published
the covenant, have re-engaged themselves never
to readmit episcopacy?  Whach no son of Charles
returping but will most certamly bring back with
hum, if he regard the last and stnctest charge of
his father, ‘to persevere wn not the doctrine only
but government of the church of England, not to
‘neglect the speedy and effectual suppressmg of
* errors and schisms ,’ among which he accounted
presbytery one of the cluef

Or 1, notwithstanding that charge of hus father,
he submit to the covenant, how will he Leep faith
to us, with chsobedience to Tum, or regfard that
farth given, which must be founded on the breach
of that last and solemnest paternal charge, and the
reluctance, I may say the antipathy, winch 18 1 all
kings, agawnst presbytenan and mdependent disea-
pline? For they hear the gospel spealung much
of liberty, aword which monarchy and her bishops
both fear and hate, but a frec commonwealth both
favours and promotes , and not the word only, but
the thing xtself  But let our governors beware 1n
tume, Jest their hard measure to hberty of conscience
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Theyshould have here also schools and academics
at their own choice, wherein their cluldren may be
bred up n their own sight 1o all learning and noble
ceducation , not m grammar only, but 1n all hiberal
arts and exercises  This would soon spread much
more knowledge and civihty, yea, religion, through
all parts of the land, by communicating the natural
heat of government and culture more distnbutively
to all extreme parts, which now lie numb and neglec
1ed , would soon make the whole nation more indus-.
trious, more mngenious at home, more potent, more
honourable abroad  To this a free commonwealth
will easily assent , (nay, the parhament hath had
already some such thing in dewign,) for of all
governments a commonw ealth aims most to mahe
the people flounshing, virtuous, noble, and high-
spiited  Monnrchs will never permat, whose aim
15 to make the people wealthy mdeed perhaps, and
well fleeced, for their own shearing, and the supply
of regal prodigahty , but otherwise softest, basest,
viciousest, servilest, casiest to be kept under And
not only 1n fleece, but in mind also sheepishest,
and w1ll have all the benches of judicature annexed
to the throne, as a gift of royal grace that we
have justice done us ; whenas nothing can be more
essential to the freedom of a people, than to have
the admimstration of justice, and all pubhc orna-
ments, 1 their own election, and within their own
bounds, without long travelling or depending upon
remote places to obtain ther nght, or any cavil
accomplishment ; so 1t be not supreme, but subor-
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dmate to the general power and umon of the whole
republic

In which happy firmness, as i the particular
above-mentioned, we shall also far exceed the
United Provinces, by having not as they, (to the
retarding and-dstracting ofttimes of their counsels
or urgentest occastons,) many sovereignties umted
m one commonwealth, but many commonwealths
under one umted and mtrusted sovereignty. And
when we have our forces by sea and land, erther of
a fathful army or a settied militia, 1 our own
hands, to the firm establishing of a free common-
wealth, public accounts under our own nspection,
general laws and taxes, with their causes, m our
own domestic suffrages, judicial laws, offices, and
ornaments at home m our own ordenng and ad-
minstration, all distinction of lords and com.-
moners, that may any way divide or sever the
public nterest, removed, what can a perpetual
senate have then wherein to grow corrupt, where-
I to encroach upon us, or usurp? Or if they do,
wheren® to be formidable? Vet if all this avail
not to remove the fear or envy of a perpetual sit-
ting, 1t may be easily provided to change a {hird
part of them yearly, or every two or three years,
as was above mentioned or that it be at those
tunes 1 the people’s choice, whether they will
change them, or renew thewr power, as they shall
find cause

I have no more to say at present . few words
will save us, well considered; few and casy things,
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now scasonably done But if the people be so
affected as to prostitute religion and hiberty to the
vain and groundless apprehension that nothing
but Jingship can restore trade, not remembering
the frequent plagues and pestilences that then
wasted this city, such as through God’s mercy we
never have felt since, and that trade floursshes
nowhere more than i the fice commonw ealths of
Italy, Germany, and the Low Countries, before
their eyes at tlus day; yet 1f trade be grown so
craving and importunate through the profuse hving
of tradesmen that nothing can support 1t but the
lusunious expenses of a nation upon trifies or
superfluities ; so as 1f the people generally should
betake themselves to frugality, it might prove a
dangerous matter, lest tradesmen should mutiny
for want of trading, and that therefore we must
forego and set to sale religion, liberty, honour,
safety, all concernments divine or human, to Leep
up trading 1f, lastly, after all this Iight among us,
the same reason shall pass for current, to put our
necks agam under Lingship, as was madé use of
by the Jews to return back to Egypt, and to the
worship of their 1dol queen, because they falsely
mmagined that they then Iived in more plenty and
prosperity , our condition 1s not sound, but rotten,
both m religion and all civil prudence , and will
bring us soon, the way we are marching, to those
calamities which attend always and unavordably
on luaury, all national judgments under foreign
and domestic slavery so far we shall be from
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mending our condition by monarchizing our govern-
ment, whatever new conceit now possesses us
However, with all hnzard I have ventwied what
I thought my duty to speak 1n season, and to fore-
warn my country in ime , wheremn I doubt not but
there be many wise men 1 all places and degrees,
but am sorry the effects of wisdom are so lttle
seen among us  Many circumstances and par-
ticulars T could have added in those things whereof
I have spohen but a few main matters now put
speedily 1n execution will suffice to recover us,
and set all nght and there will want at no time
who are good at circumstances , but men who set
their minds on main matters, and sufficiently urge
them, i these most difficult times I find not many
What I have spoken, 1s the language of that
which 15 not called amiss ‘The good old_Cause ’
if 1t seem strange to any, it will not seem more
strange, I hope, than convincing to backshders
Thus much I should perhaps have said, though I
was sure I should have spoken only to trees and
stones, and had none to cry to, but with the
prophet, €O earth, earth, earth !’ to tell the very
soil 1tself, what her perverse inhabitants are deaf
to Nay, though what Thave spoke should happen
(which thou suffer not, who didst create mankind
free! nor thou next, who didst redeem us from
being servants of men!) to be the last words of
our expming hberty But I trust I shall have
spohen persuasion to abundance of sensible and
mgenuous men ; to some, perhaps, whom God

S
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My 1aise from these stones to become children of
reviving hberty , and may reclaim, though they
~eem now choosing them a captam back for Egypt,
to bethink themselves a Iittle, and consider whither
they are rushing , to exhort this torrent also of the
people not to be so impetuous, but to keep their
due channel , and at length recovermg and umting
thetr better resolutions, now that they see already
how open and unbounded the insolence and rage
15 of our common enemes, to stay these rumnous
proceedings, justly and timely fearng to what a
precipice of destruction the deluge of this epidemic
madness would hurry us, through the general defec-
tion of a misgwided and abused multitude
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