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There shall be sung another golden age,
The rise of empire and of arts,

The good and great inspiring epic rage,
The wisest heads and noblest hearts.

Not such as Europe breeds in her decay:—
Such as she had when fresh and young,.
When heavenly flame did animate her clay,

By future poet shall be sung.

Westward the course of empire takes its way;
The first four acts already past.

A fifth shall close the drama with the day:
Time’s noblest offspring is its last.

—BERKELEY.
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PREFACE TO THE REVISED EDITION

THE occupation of the Pacific by the world’s foremost civ-
ilization will prove the most absorbing problem of the coming
centuries. The attractions are superior to any hitherto offered
to progressive peoples, soils of every sort, climates of every
variety, airs of every temperature, wealth in every form.

All new lands have their primneval resources to draw from.
As compared with the reats of ancient empires in the Medi-
terranean, of Syria and Carthage, of Greece and Rome, or of
the less prolific shores of the broader Atlantic, whether of Eu-
rope, (ireenland, or America, the untouched wealth of the Pa-
cific is vastly superior to them all.

So that with the natural and inevitable progression of the
race, while the material reduction of the Pacific is going on,
we may with reasonable confidence predict for these shores
a culture and development such as the world has never imag-
ined.

The wealth of the Pacific, for the most part lightly held by
inferior peoples, invites the presence of the strong and domi-
nant. The great ocean has waited long for fit occupancy and
ownership. This was well that the best results might ensue.
Many centuries must elapse before a crude culture planted
in aboriginal regions can attain to a front rank; wherefore a
transplanted civilization of a higher order were better here,
and it should be drawn from the purest sources.

We have in China an example of arrested progress, of prog-
ress paralyzed by long lapses of dead monotony and exclusive-
ness. In Spanish America we see what work sixteenth century
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civilization makes of it. Change the quality of humanity in
these countries and the face of the world is changed.

Here is room for a new and regenerated humanity. Men
are gregarious; the tendency of population is toward aggrega-
tion, and large cities are not conducive to the highest well
being. A few profit while the many suffer from the blighting
influence of the merciless rich and the suffocating areas of vice.
Here is room to spread out, with ocean air and frontage
enough for all, and with endless facilities for many small
cities instead of a few large ones.

It is fitting that the Anglo-Saxon race should dominate
these waters, and that English should be the language of the
new civilization.

Let us hope that on both sides of the Atlantic may now
quickly appear a revival of those noble ideals that tend to in-
tellectual and industrial supremacy.

All former editions of THE NEW Pacrric having been long
since exhausted, a revision at this time was deemed expedient.

NEw York, June 17, 1912
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THE NEW PACIFIC

CHAPTER 1
NOW AND THEN

A DOZEN lines of steamships, or thereabout, now cross the
Pacific between America and Asia, where for two and a half
centuries a single galleon made its slow and clumsy way forth
and back from Acapulco to Manila once a year. Ships com-
prising scores of lines ply along shore, unite the islands and
mainland, or sail direct for foreign ports. Thus Hawaii and
California are linked; Australia with Asia and America and
all the larger islands; North America with South America,
Africa, and Europe; Japan and China with Southern Asia,
the Philippines, Australia, India, and Europe; Alaska and
Pacific ports, Mexico and Pacific ports, Central and South
America, while the shores, islands, and rivers of Asia swarm
with foreign vessels where half a century ago a timid com-
merce found for the most part sealed ports. .

Sixty years ago vessels trading into the Pacific rounded
Cape Horn or Good Hope, and creeping along the coasts of
America or Asia called at the various points for traffic and
made their exchanges, returning after an absence of one or
two years. Now, all the important ports have their fast-run-
ning steamships, sailing on stated days, direct to or connect-
ing with the chief cities of the world. At such places as
Vladivostok, Yokohama, Tientsin, Shanghai, and Hongkong
twenty-five or fifty steamers of the Pacific Mail, The Canada
Pacific, the Northern Pacific, the Oriental and California, the
Oriental and Peninsula, the Transsiberian, and the Nipon
Yusen Kaisha, or Japan Mail Steamship company, may any
day be seen at anchor, or arriving and departing, the last
named company alone, the largest but one in the world, operat-
ing hundreds of vessels, including eighty-three steamers, and

1



2 THE NEW PACIFIC

entering every commercial port of Japan, China, Korea, and
Siberia, with lines to Calcutta, the Philippines, Australia, the
Hawaiian islands, and America. Then, besides the swarms of
native junks and river steamboats and fleets of sail, are thou-
sands of foreign sailing vessels which likewise cross and re-
cross from every point to every point, or pass along the shore,
carrying the surplus products of one land to another to the
benefit of all, and nearly all first appearing within the last
half century. )

Back of this was the time when small craft of forty and
sixty tons—seldom larger than three or four hundred tons—
sailed this sea on voyages of circumnavigation and discovery,
sometimes of piracy or of pure adventure, sometimes of all
together, now stealing stealthily along the shore with bloody-
handed cutthroat crew rifling towns and burning ships, or
striking out boldly into the unknown with a recklessness un-
surpassed by the mariners of any age or nation. To-day, the
iron-bound battleship ploughs her majestic course with pon-
derous implements of destruction so nicely poised as to make
the leviathan arbiter of human destinies alike on sea and land;
one or more of these modern monsters being served on their
way and at their destination by coal ships, supply ships,
sefrigerator ships, and distilling and repair vessels, so that
every comfort and every advantage may be at hand for those
who go forth to death or domination. With the application
to navigation of electrical, or some yet to be discovered power,
the voyage across the Pacific will occupy no more time than
is now required in crossing the Atlantic.

Thirty years ago Japan’s foreign trade was next to noth-
ing; it is now $200,000,000 a year, more than half of which
has sprung up within the last decade. An increase of China’s
trade at that rate would bring the amount to $2,000,000,000 in
fifteen years. Aroused from the dead past to life and self-
consciousness, Japan is just now filled with a further sense of
her capabilities from her success in the late war with her
neighbor. Since her emergence from barbaric isolation, she
has come to the front as a maritime power, meeting America
more than half way in transpacific intercourse.

In their steamship service the Japanese have an advantage
over their competitors in the small wages paid to seamen and
the large subsidies received from their government. As long
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as this state of things continues, and until our government
sees fit to place our commerce on an equality with that of
other nations, or until our merchants or ship-owners can
devise some means to obviate the difficulty, we must expect to
see our products transported across the Pacific to a great ex-
tent in foreign bottoms. Should the Chinese ever come for-
ward as a maritime nation, which they are as able to do as
were the Japanese, then indeed will Asiatic craft swarm upon
the sea like bees in a field of flowers.

The Canada Pacific railway has its own steamship service
from Vancouver to Asia and Australia. The Northern Pacific
railway and the Oregon railway and Navigation companies-
both have connections with Asiatic lines from Seattle and
Portland. From San Francisco the Occidental and Oriental
Steamship company carry freight and passengers to Honolulu,
Yokohama, Hongkong, Kobe, Nagasaki, and Shanghai, while
the California and Oriental Steamship- company from San
Diego to Hawaii, China, and Japan facilitates the commerce
of the southern United States with Asia. The Pacific Mail
Steamship company offers service between San Francisco and
Manila, and the Polynesian Steamship company has been
organized by New York and Philadelphia capitalists for the
establishing of a line to Manila, stopping at Honolulu, the
Ladrones, and the Carolines. The spots of ground on which
now stand Vancouver, western terminus of the Canadian Pa-
cific railway and port for the Canadian transpacific steamers,
and Vladivostok, Russia’s Pacific metropolis and transsi-
berian railway terminus, at once the Petersburg, Gibraltar,
and Odessa of the Far East, were forty years ago little better
than primeval wilderness. From Tacoma, the Northern Pa-
cific Steamship company has good service to Japan and Chins,
one steamer sailing every fortnight. The Ocearlic SteamsHip
company has lines from San Francisco to Honolulu, Samoa,
Fiji, Tahiti, New Zealand, and Australia. The Seattle-Hono-
lulu Steamship company, and the British American line from
Seattle to Honolulu and Hilo were organized and put in opera-
tion soon after annexation. South America, the South eea,
Australia, and the far southeast all have ample steam and sail
navigation facilities. Further than this, new transpacific
lines are constantly springing up, and new vessels being added
to the old lines.
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Among the islands of Puget sound, and thence north along
the broken shore and south to Mexico; on the lakes and
streams, from the Auguschuki river of the north southward
to the Fraser, the Columbia, the Sacramento, and the Colorado,
where seventy years ago not a craft of any kind was seen
save tule rafts and Indian canoes, are now hundreds of sail
boats and steam boats, flitting hither and thither, from point
to point, through all the intricate way of strait, bay, and island
channels. So late as 1894 the ships of the Pacific states for
the previous decade increased 499 in number and 121,690 in
tonnage, while those of the Atlantic and gulf states decreased
710 in number and 135,000 in tonnage.

For numberless ages the frozen Yukon has held its slow
course for 2,000 miles and more, uncovering its waters to the
wild-fow] from the south for three months in the vear, un-
ruffled by any craft save the kyaks of the Eskimos. Now there
are towns on its banks, and hundreds of boats, large and small,
on its surface, and thousands of gold-seekers going up and
down its course, their number increasing, and the region never
again to lapse into its former frozen silence. It was only ten
years ago when transportation throughout all Alaska was
mainly by light boats of the natives in summer, and by
pledges and snow-shoes in winter. The presence of gold to any
great extent was not known. Now there are some forty lines
of steamers and steamboats to and on the one great river of the
north alone, with railways and telegraphs, and millions of
money output from the mines. ’

Thus on the water, ships; on the land roads and railroads in
place of trackless forests or Indian trails.

First, for railways, the American transcontinental lines,
the Central and Southern Pacific; the Great Northern, the
Northern and Canada Pacific, and the Santa Fé; the rail-
roads of Mexico and Central America: the transalpine and
littoral railways of South America, and the various lines of
Australia and the Asiatic southeast. These with the short
lines round the Pacific count up a hundred or more. In the
new Northwest of farthest America, until lately deemed unin-
habitable for civilization, 4 dozen railways are either finished
or in course of construction, as those of the Pacific and Arctic
railway and Navigation company; the British Columbia and
Yukon railway; the roads from Skagway to Fort Selkirk, from
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North Vancouver to the Lake Atlin gold fields, via Bridge
river and Lillooet; from Robson to Midway, a branch of the
Columbia and Western, while the Anglo-Alaskan Syndicate,
limited, has organized the Northern Bay and Yukon railway
and Navigation company for the construction of a railroad
from the Unalaklik river to the Yukon, at the mouth of the
Koltag, connecting with the company's steamboats.

In the far southeast, in China and in Japan, railway con-
struction is active. The Brice syndicate has in hand a line
carrying with it political significance, from Hankau, near the
Russian sphere of influence, through the rich section which
enjoys the English sphere of influence, to Canton, on the bor-
der of the French sphere of influence. Then there are the
Tientsin and Peking railway, whose locomotives were built in
Philadelphia; the Wusung and Shanghai, the first railway
opened in China; the Tientsin-Chinkiang-Hangchau line, and
the connection of Burmsh with southwestern China; the Man-
dalay-Kunlon ferry line; the overland railway from Burmah;
and the Pakhoi-Nanning line under consideration.

The Siberian railway has cost the Russian government thus
far about $200,000,000. Trains run over the completed part;
and if the rolling stock and sleeping and dining cars are not
of the best, a chapel-car attached to every train, to many per-
sons more than compensates. It was greatly to her satisfaction
that Russia obtained the extension of the Siberian railway
into Manchuria, thus giving her a still stronger hold on China.

Three months were formerly occupied in a journey across
Siberia; by the Siberian railway, when completed, one can go
from Paris to Japan, including the sea voyage from Vladivos-
tok to Nagasaki, in fifteen days. A writer in the Forinightly
Review says: “ Within three years a man will be able to get
into the train at Ostend and travel straight through to Port
Arthur. In five years a person will be able to travel in a
railroad carriage from the Cape to Alexandria. There is yet
a third great world line from Constantinople via Palestine,
Persia, India, and Burmah to Hongkong. The importance
of these three great lines of communication cannot bhe suffi-
ciently dwelt upon; it can certainly not be exaggerated.”

Telegraphs attend the pathways of commerce, both on land
and water. There are many transcontinental and coast lines,
and two or three tramspacific cable lines in contemplation,
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one the British Pacific cable, connecting British Columbia
with Australia and New Zealand, all confined to British ter-
ritory, with intermediate stations on British islands, one being
a small British isle near Hawaii, the cost, apportioned by
Great Britain, falling five-ninths on Canada, and one-ninth
each on New South Wales, Victoria, Queensland, and New
Zealand; or, as has been also suggested, eight-eighteenths to
be paid by the Australian colonies, and five-eighteenths each by
Great Britain and Canada. Another, the lines of the Pacific
Cable company, with whose officers the Hawaiian government
signed a contract before annexation, to extend for twenty
years, to lay a cable between the United States and Hawaii,
and thence to China, Japan, and the Philippines. The cost
of these cables is estimated at $10,000,000 each. Twelve lines
cross the Atlantic. There are about 200,000 miles of under-
water cables in operation at present. The connection is com-
plete the world over except across the Pacific, and this defect
will soon be remedied.

Also, ere long to be consummated, is the waterway from
ocean to ocean, so earnestly sought as a passage leading to
famed Cathay by European navigators four hundred years
ago, and since. Many problems have arisen concerning this
commercial necessity, and the solution comes at least by dig-
ging rather than by discovery. Work is in progress on two
interoceanic ship canals, the search for Anian or other strait
through the continent having long since ceased.

A hundred years ago Europe was occupied with affairs at
home rather than with those abroad. Governments were
largely absorbed in thrones and successions, in dynasties and
military despotisms tending toward the strengthening or
weakening of empires, and the enlarging or diminishing of
domains. Now the rivalry between the powers, as in the days
of discovery, is rather for territorial aggrandizement, the ac-
quisition of square miles in Africa, or Asia, or among the
islands of the sea.

A hundred years ago Spain was a great power, and the
United States but a small one; now matters are reversed, fate
is inexorable, and the strong shall continue to grow stronger
these many centuries, while the weak grows weaker until
nothing is left. And yet, by orders of the United States in
1798, the Napoleonic wars aiding by their influence, the
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Spanish flag went down at Natchez, and the stars and stripes
went up. It was also in 1798 that the title of the United
States to the territory from the Atlantic to the Mississippi,
and from the great lakes to Florida, was confirmed. Yet the
people, 5,000,000 souls, were still hemmed in, with England
on the north and Spain on the south and west.

Twenty-five years ago little was thought of tropical lands
for European colonization; since which time 5,000,000 square
miles of subtropical zones have been seized by the European
powers for purposes of colonization and control, each nation
meanwhile deeming it unsafe not to provide for increase of
numbers further than is convenient within present European
limits. Though coming unawares, the late acquisitions of the
United States in the West Indies and the Pacific are simply
on a line with the world’s policy of territorial expansion.
The acquisition of tropical lands by the United States is a
matter of deepest importance, as regards not only the present
but the near and distant future.

A hundred years ago English-speaking peoples in North
America had scarcely penetrated westward from the Missis-
sippi river and Hudson bay; now they overspread the greater
part of the continent, and dominate the Pacific as the Atlantic
was never dominated by any of the powers, American or
European.

Sixty years ago the territories of the United States on the
Pacific comprised a narrow strip extending from the moun-
tains to the sea, and inhabited by wild beasts and wild men,
the title to which was hotly disputed by England. Now
they are little less than 8,000 square miles in extent, an area
tributary to the Pacific greater than that of France, Germany,
Italy, and Spain combined. With only six per cent of the
population, they represent ten per cent of the wealth of the
nation, while the three maritime states, California, Oregon,
and Washington, contain fifty-seven per cent of the wealth
of the Pacific states. Yet with all this, the total imports and
exports of the Pacific states are but 5.69 per cent of the
foreign trade of the United States.

Fifty years ago a large part of these lands was still unre-
claimed from savagism. The inhabitants were but partially
clothed, dwelling in huts, and eating roots, fish, and game.
They have passed away for the most part, vanished, and in
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“their place are cities and towns, gardens and plantations, a
thousand industries and ten thousand happy homes where
dwell virtue and culture. For the ships that come and go
precious freight is provided, as the lands make liberal returns
and furnish food for distant millions.

Forty years ago the natives of California and the North-
west coast trapped salmon at the waterfalls, chiefly for their
own food. Now, canneries on the Yukon, the Auguschuki,
-Chignik bay, the Fraser, the Columbia, and other streams have
their own fleets of sailing vessels and steamers to carry their
product to market by the hundred thousand cases.

Sixty years ago the presence of gold and silver north of
the present boundary line of Mexico and west of the Missis-
sippi river was scarcely known; since which time some $6,000,-
000,000 in metals have been given by this region to the world,
an amount equivalent to twice the cost of the civil war, and
twice the property value of Manhattan island.

So I might continue to bring forward examples of recent
origin and phenomenal development in the industries at-
tending human progress in the countries around the Pa-
cific.

The far west facing the far east, with the ocean between,
have lain hitherto at the back door of both Europe and Amer-
ica. Now by magic strides the antipodal No-man’s-land is
coming to the front to claim a proper share in the world’s
doings: Whatever tends to increase the wealth and impor-
tance of any of these countries helps all the others. The
development of the interior adds to the commerce of the sea,
while the sea finds markets for the products of the land.

Said William H. Seward in 1852, before there was a railway
or telegraph on any Pacific seaboard, or a line of stecamships
across the ocean, or any regular commerce with the Orient,
while Alaska was yet an unknown frozen land, and Japan
and China, save a few ports forced open to commerce, sealed
to entrance and wrapped in barbaric conceit, and Australia
was still the land of the black bushmen: “ Henceforth Euro-
pean commerce, European politics, European thought, and
European activity, although actually gaining force; and
European connections, although actually becoming more in-
timate, will nevertheless relatively sink in importance; while
the Pacific ocean, its shores, its islands and the vast region
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beyond will become the chief theatre of events in the world's
great hereafter.”

Oriental life is found on the American side, as American
life is found on the Asiatic side. And this intermingling of
men and their necessities will increase, and cause industry
and intellectual activity to increase until the whole world-
encompaseing arena shall bloom anew and bring forth fruit
a hundred fold. Within the influence of this ocean, exchange
of products will be established with millions of people, which
will keep in active operation all those who can produce from
the soil, from mines, or from the mills. With this world-wide
and universal development of industries will arise an increased
demand for skilled labor. Many young men we have educated
and are educating in the arts of industry and peace, as well
as in the arts of war, and there will be full occupation for all.
Already the American mechanic has established a reputation
in all lands, and the technical and industrial institutions of
learning and practice, with the great manufactories in almost
every branch of industry in every state of the union, are even
now well able to supply the world with teachers.

The oriental demand for American mining machinery, elec-
trical inventions and appliances, steel rails, agricultural im-
plements, and a thousand other articles will be great and
ever increasing. The Asiatic will also want from us meats
and fruits, dried canned or in refrigerators; also live stock,
horses cattle and sheep; all raw materials for the manufacture
of paper and textile fabrics, at which they are expert. And
as with Asia, so with South America and Australia.

For the rice which has so long been staple food, China and
Japan are substituting flour from the Pacific and Rocky moun-
tain states, of which they consumed 650,000 barrels in 1897,
and will consume ere long 5,000,000 barrels a year. Thus
is furnished for all time a steady market of easy access for
all the wheat product that can be grown in these parts. And
as with wheat so with other grains; yet if the land is largely
occupied in growing one product, other products must dimin-
ish accordingly.

Nearly one-half the human race live in countries bordering
on the Pacific ocean; the numbers will soon he more than half.
What does that mean for the United States? One-half of the
inhabitants of the earth within quick and easy reach from our
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western coast. Cheap, safe, comfortable, and rapid ocean
transit, as we have seen, may now be had from every part to
every part of the Pacific, islands and mainland, and from the
borders inland facilities are daily increasing. If Americans
will rise to the situation, and put forth their intelligence,
energy, and enterprise, they can feel assured of an industrial
conquest such as has never before been seen. The commerce
of the Pacific now amounts to $5,000,000,000 per annum, and
will be largely increased during the earlier part of the coming
century. Who shall say what will be when the great works
projected and to be projected are completed; when the num-
ber of lines of swift steamers which cross and recross between
all the principal ports of Asia, Australia, and Amdrica, are
doubled, and doubled again, with yet many other lines to
Europe and to India; when islands and continents are every-
where connected by telegraphic cable; when the transasiatic
railway to Vladivostok and Talienwan, the transandean rail-
way, and the many projected lines of North America, north-
ward to Alaska and southward from California to Chili, are
finished, and when the Nicaragua and Panamé canals are com-
pleted?

All the great industrial evolution on the Pacific, the ship
passage through the continent, the new expansion experience
of the United States, the acquisition of midocean and Orient
domains, and the enlargement of American ideas and person-
alities, all come as the largest and weakest of the world’s em-
pires is undergoing changes, the final outcome of which no
one can foretell. Some say, and some hope, that China will
crumble, and the Chinese become obliterated; but it is not
8o easy, even if it were desirable, to subordinate to foreign
ideas or wipe from the earth 400,000,000 of people tough
enough to make their way and hold their own in any of the
oriental, American, or European communities, as has been
amply shown. It is a different element from that of the tropi-
cal islander, or the American aboriginal, with which those
who dismember China will have to deal. In taking the celes-
tial empire the European had better look to it that he himself
is not taken in the end.

_ It appears to some extent evident that China is slowly awak-
ening from her long lethargic sleep, that the hard shell of
exclusiveness which without a parallel in history has existed
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these several thousand years is beginning to break, and that
the vivifying influence of progress is now rapidly invading
the land. First along the seaboard, and gradually toward
the interior, outside intelligence is creeping in. The old fanat-
ical ery of “foreign devil ” is less frequently heard, and in
place thereof are friendly talks of mills and machinery; of
steamboats and railroads; of cotton, kerosene, and beer.

There are a hundred mills now in Shanghai alone using
foreign machinery—cotton mills, paper mills, iron manufac-
tories, and as many more in other places; in 1890 there was
but one such establishment in all China. Many as there are
of steamers and steam launches on the rivers, there are scores
of navigable streams that have none. There are now tele-
graph lines to distant provinces; in 1890 there was not one;
thousands of miles more of them are to be put up. Here
is America’s opportunity; American steamboats for the riv-
ers, American machinery for the mills and mines, and a net-
work of American railways to overspread the land. “It is
not merely China, Russian Siberia, Japan, Korea, Siam, For-
mosa, the Philippines, Java, Borneo, great and small,” a gov-
ernment official remarked, “ that constitute a vast field which
has been termed the Pacific opportunity. All eastern Asia
to-day is trembling with the oncoming tread of progress, and
when once these uncounted hosts realize that old conditions
of sloth and inaction must yield to the invasion of new ideas,
then the movement all along the line will astonish the
world.”

Japan is forging ahead under her new garb of western civ-
ilization. Siberia is being reclaimed from the frozen ocean
to become a thoroughfare of industry and commerce, with
the powerful influence of the tsar extending from the Baltic
‘to the Pacific. Australia is a marvel of commercial develop-
ment. The interests of Asia and Europe as well as those of
America are destined hereafter to centre more largely in the
Pacific. Says Colquhoun in his China in Transformation, « It
is evident that the Pacific slope, though at present playing
but a small part, is more closely concerned in the ultimate
development of China than any other gection of the states.
The Pacific states are possessed of enormous natural resources;
their manufactures, while still of minor importance, have
quadrupled in twenty years, and will in the course of time
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find the most advantageous market in the Far East.” And
of Asiatic commerce, Martin, in his Cycle of Cathay, remarks:
“ With the growing wealth of our Pacific coast, its future
expansion challenges fancy to assign a limit.”

Thus we may see, and shall see clearer as we proceed, that
the light of discovery and progress now shines upon vast areas
hitherto involved in the mysterious unknown; that the re-
fined and sensitive of the earth are no longer tolerant of the
presence of savages occupying lands suitable for cultivation,
for on every side we see gardens of industry, cultivated lands,
beautiful cities, and broad commonwealths filling the places
so lately occupied by the unwashed and the unlearned; we
see the whilom too exclusive Asiatics now swarming abroad
to the annoyance of higher wage-workers everywhere; we see
that China no longer sanctions open piracy and that Japan
does not now kill shipwrecked mariners; that independent
republican governments now occupy the soil formerly ruled
by Spanish despotism; that the islanders no longer eat mis-
sionaries; that the sailing of ships across the ocean is not now
restricted to one, or—by the grace of some Philip or Ferdi-
nand—two a year; all around this vast amphitheatre Euro-
pean despotism has been banished, the people for the most part
are sovereign, all perhaps save in China, where this same Euro-
. pean despotism now proposes, by robbing them of their birth-
right, to make them free; that even humanity—not human
nature—itself has changed, the more highly cultivated of the
human race having somewhat improved, superstitions having
to some extent diminished, slavery being abolished, commerce
liberated, colonial rule lightened; that christianity has dis-
carded the use of the sword in proselyting, but not in pun-
ishing; that wealth, culture, mind, and manners have become
predominant; and that underlying our development we are
pleased to find a true altruistic spirit pervading not only pri-
vate life but public affairs, until even our wars become char-
acterized by kindness to the foe.

It is not so much a question of the will of the people as
of the destiny of the people whether or not the United States,
in the westward march of progress, will step forth into the
sea, and, placing foot upon islands at convenient distances
apart, cross to the shore of Asia. Surely it was a mistake on
the part of the United States to permit expansion to present
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dimensions if we are not prepared to go forward in the path
of progress and perform our duty as one of the dominating
influences of the world.

Almost all the choice places of the earth were long since
appropriated by civilization, all the temperate climes are oc-
cupied, all the good lands of the continents and wide areas
of bad lands, extending to the remotest north and the re-
motest south. And there are no more unclaimed islands to
speak of, tropical or others; all are taken up. It is nothing
less than a windfall then, miraculous some might call it, these
three or four superb islands and archipelagos dropping un-
expectedly into the lap of the United States all at one time.

We have no longer a virgin continent to develop; pionecr
work in the United States is done, and now we must take
a plunge into the sea. Here we find an area, an amphitheatre
of water, upon and around which American enterprise and
industry, great as it is and greatly to be increased, will find
occupation for the full term of the twentieth century, and
for many centuries thereafter. The Pacific, its shores and
islands, must now take the place of the great west, its plains
and mountains, as an outlet for pent-up industry. Here on
this ocean all the world will meet, and on equal footing, Ameri-
cans and Europeans, Asiatics and Africans, white, yellow, and
black, looters and looted, the strongest and cunningest to carry
off the spoils.

Nowhere is history so rapidly being made as in and around
the Pacific ocean; nowhere is the evolution of events which
stand for progress of more increasing interest and importance.
It is now one of the world’s highways of commerce, not a
hazy dream or half-mythical tale, with its ancient mariner,
and amazonian queen, and ('rusoe island, and terrestrial para-
dise. The long since departed albatross has returned, to stir
the winds of fresh benedictions, and now appears in the south-
ern seas, where also are found in material form the fanciful
creations of Defoe and Dante.

The year 1898 was one of bewildering changes for the
United States. In that year the last of medieval tyranny
was driven from America. Our domain was extended east into
the Atlantic and west into the Pacific, and across to Asia. The
Pacific ocean, its waters, its islands, and its shores, as the
world’s theatre of commerce and industrial progression, at-
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tracted the attention of every nation, and a readjustment of
affairs was demanded to meet new emergencies. Almost since
yesterday, from the modest attitude of quiet industry the
United States assumes the position of a world power, and
enters, armed and alert, the arena of international rivalry as
a colonizing force, with a willingness to accept the labor and
responsibilities thence arising. Thus the old America passes
away; behold a new America appears, and her face is toward
the Pacific!



CHAPTER 11
THE YEAR OF NINETY-EIGHT

THE significance of an event is not always apparent at the
moment of its happening. So far as we are able at present
to judge, the year 1898 will ever remain memorable in the
history, not alone of the United States, but of the world.

In that year a new power was added to the nations of the
earth; a new America was discovered, a new Pacific explored.
Europe more than ever before became alive to the fact that
the area of the earth is limited, and that those nations which
have not somewhere room for growth must retrograde.

In that year was accomplished one of the most swiftly de-
cisive wars in history, a war for humanity, not in the name
of Christ or Mohammed, but in the name of the humane; a
war for man in the name of man.

In that year was perpetrated the most diabolical outrage of
modern times, in the blowing up of the United States battle-
ship Maine, in the harbor of Havana, while on a friendly
visit to a nation with which the American government was
at peace. This tragedy of the Maine, resulting in the wanton
destruction of more than two hundred and sixty lives, fol-
lowed by the overwhelming testimony concerning the Cuban
reconcentrados and other barbarities, made peace without
satisfaction impossible.

In that year, more clearly than before, was made manifest
the destiny of the Anglo-Saxon race to rise preéminent among
peoples, while the Latin race declines, as it has ever declined
since the days of republican Rome. Abreast with the speakers
of English are the Russians, distantly related to the Chinese,
whose empire they seem inclined slowly to absorb. With a
good part of the world already secured for their enlargement,
with their own millions added to the millions of China, and
all under proper discipline, they will present a formidable
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front; for the furtherance of which purpose the tsar solicits
peace for a time.

In that year was seen united in stronger than fraternal
bonds, in bonds of intellect and sympathy, in bonds of courage
and admiration, in bonds of manhood and freedom, the entire
English-speaking race, hitherto estranged, a century and more
ago, by incompetent and impolitic rulers, a further division
later drising involving the integrity of the American republic.
For never before was there a war which was more entirely a
war of the commonwealth than was our late conflict with
Spain, where the people were united almost as one man on
an issue foreign to their domestic peace or public rights, and
which had never before been brought up for solution by any
age or nation. Yet the entire American people felt that the
cause was one with their integrity and manhood. It was in
no sense a sectional or party issue, like the Mexican war; nor
was it a political or social revolution; nor a conflict for su-
premacy or territory; it was not a religious war, nor a war.
for anything which had ever been fought for before. And
never before was there a war so insignificant in itself which
originated and decided so many momentous issues. Except
for one or two brilliant naval exploits, filling us with surprise
at our own strength and the enemy’s weakness, there was little
fighting worthy of the name of war; nothing which in our
late civil strife would have been regarded as more than a brush,
claiming passing notice. Never was there a battle begun in
this war but that the issue was pretty well assured beforehand.
Bravery there was present in plenty on both sides, men going
like heroes to their death, but for the most part the greatest
courage called out was the courage of inaction, in a hot climate
and in the presence of disease. The colonial rupture which
culminated in the declaration of 1776 was healed in 1898,
when the Anglo-Saxon race the world over again became one,
not politically one, but one in the higher duties and doctrines
of man, one for liberty and the right, one for equity and
humanity. And that sad break in the republic which led to
civil war, the most lamentable of all wars; that, too, was healed
in 1898, when the nation became united as never before, north
and south, east and west, united heart and hand under one
banner, in one cause, a cause the highest and holiest, humanity
and the rights of man. Never before since the separate col-
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onies of Great Britain indulged in their jealousies and con-
tentions have the American states been so completely one and
indivisible. North and south united in a common cause for
the deliverance of the oppressed at their door, and their hearts
warmed toward one another. Old Kngland looked on approv-
ingly, and the breasts of Englishmen the world over swelled
with pride because of the people, one with themselves, who
had thus taught mankind the sublimity of war. And I think
we would not be wrong to say more, in the belief that time will
justify the opinion, that the supreme fact not only of the year
but of the century was the rise of the English-speaking race to a
potential equality with all the other races of Europe combined.
In that year began a fresh struggle for life among the na-
tions. The equilibrium of power reached at Waterloo was
disturbed by fresh rivalries culminating in the Franco-German
war of 1870. Then attention was turned from fighting over
little strips of Kurope, to the seizure and partition of distant
continents. New maxims gradually found place in social eth-
ics, and as time passed by principles were openly avowed in
international affairs which though hitherto acted upon were
seldom plainly stated. It was only in 1898 that Americans
at least were bold enough to say that it was not only the right
but the duty of the stronger to take charge of the weaker,
even to the extermination of races and the appropriation of
lands. Such was the result of the rise in that year of a military
and naval power which had hitherto held itself somewhat aloof
from the world’s broader affairs while attending to aflairs of
its own, but which was now and forever after to be recognized
as one of the dominating influences of the political world.
The year of Ninety-eight séw for the first time applied the
truly altruistic spirit to international affairs. Even if it be
true that within the universe there is no absolute unselfish-
ness, men are learning, rulers and diplomats are learning, that
there are grades of political brutality the grosser forms of which
were better abolished. Certain illusions have been dissipated,
as the traditional friendship of France and Russia, and the
intelligence and honesty of the German press and people. The
poison of international jealousy and the hollowness of inter-
national good-will, save that which is based on self-interest,
have been brought home to us, and the fact that nations, like
corporations, can be more base than individuals, and that the
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loudly vaunted national honor is too often a veil to cover
iniquity. Yet the Monroe doctrine has been confirmed, and
the last vestige of medisgval monarchy driven from American
shores.

In this year of Ninety-eight the centre of the United States
was moved from Kansas to California. A new west is thus
spread out before us, a west of water starting out from the
west of land. The old middle west is now east—east of the
geographical centre. The Pacific west is now neither east
nor west, and in our farthest west we come against the old-
time farthest east. And to present successes and future pos-
gibilities, San Francisco Bay bows in benediction, with broad
anchorage to welcome commerce, and the Golden Gate an ever
open door to all the world.

The year of Ninety-eight marks a new era in the industrial-
ism of the Pacific. Sea power becomes as never before a factor
in progress and international affairs. Henceforth more wealth
will be made upon the sea, and the wars of the nations will
be fought out to a great extent upon the water. Nor is our
new national strength upon the ocean beneficial for self-asser-
tion in political and naval matters alone, nor yet altogether
for industrial aggrandizement; there are the intermingling of
peoples and the interchange of ideas as well as of commodities,
all of which will exercise their influence in future develop-
ments. This great ocean is now for the first time taking its
proper place among other oceans, its commonwealths among
other commonwealths, its commerce among the other com-
merce of the world. And as this ocean is the largest, its bor-
ders more extended and containing more natural wealth, its
islands more numerous and more opulent than those of any
other sea or section, its ultimate destiny and development will
be correspondingly great. And this new birth comes at a
most propitious time. America is ripe for it; the world is
ripe. The day of great things is past. There are no more
great things; behold all things have become mediocre or small!
No more great seas or lands; no more great enterprises, no
more great fortunes or great men. So that when it comes to
the political and industrial subjugation of this sea, achieve-
ments which would have been regarded at one time as stu-
pendous or impossible will not seem now extraordinary or of
uncommon occurrence.
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It was a prosperous year industrially, giving the largest cot-
ton crop, the largest export of breadstuffs; the largest export
of manufactured goods; the largest aggregate export of prod-
uce and merchandise; the largest export of wheat except that
of 1891; the highest price for wheat except in 1888; the
largest production of iron, coal, copper, and gold; the largest
production of silver except that of 1892; the largest gold
holdings; the largest per capita circulation of money; largest
aggregate bank clearings; largest aggregate railroad earnings;
largest aggregate sale of bonds; largest aggregate sale of stocks
on New York stock exchange except in 1892; the smallest num-
ber of failures and the smallest aggregate liabilities since 1892.
All this refers alone to the United States. Before these facts
Cuba, Porto Rico, Hawaii, and the Philippines, with the cost
of the war with Spain, assume small proportions. It was the
beginning of a period of prosperity which would have come
to the United States irrespective of the stimuli of war and
territorial enlargement. Following the American civil war
was a decade of business activity, culminating in the crash of
1873. Twenty-five years of commercial quiet followed. Then
came the war with Spain, the cost of which was comparatively
small, and the returns, moral and physical, large, with great
industrial possibilities. The country was ripe for good fortune.
Prosperity as I have said would have come at this juncture
without war or aggrandizement. Products had been large and
prices high. Farm indebtedness was reduced, while agricult-
ural wealth increased. Commerce and manufactures were
active. Exports exceeded imports, and money was abundant.
And during the time of preparation and conflict, war troubled
no one; the pursuits of peace were followed as in the days
of peace. . American capital came into notice, threatening the
supremacy of the London money market. Although in no
haste to become money-lenders for Europe, the rumor that
Russia attempted to float a loan in this country had its signifi-
cance. We were surely in no need of foreign capital to develop
our resources or arm our soldiers. The United States is the
world’s creditor, and New York, if not absolutely so to-day,
is destined soon to be the world’s financial centre. Yet with
all of our increase of domain during this year there was no
cause for alarm, even on the part of those who hold expansion
as suicide. There have been years in which the borders of
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the United States were more greatly enlarged than in the year
1898—instance the Louisiana purchase of 1,171,931 square
miles in 1803; the acquisitions of Florida in 1819, of Texas
in 1845, of the California country in 1848, and of Alaska in
1867, nearly 3,000,000 square miles being thus added to the
area of the republic since the ratification of the constitution
by the original thirteen states. The territorial acquisitions of
1898 are after all but about one twentieth of those made during
the last century. In the year 1798 the area of the United
States was 827,000 square miles, and contained a population
of 5,000,000. In 1898, including the acquisition of that year,
a population of 85,000,000 occupied an area of 3,800,000
square miles.

Hence it was clearly evident on the day of the great appear-
ing, the day of Dewey at Manila, and the day of Sampson and
Schley at Santiago, that there had come to us a new America
and a new Pacificc How dim and distant, on that day, in the
minds even of intelligent Americans were Hongkong and the
Philippines, the South sea and the antipodal Far East! Now
there is scarcely a school girl who cannot tell all about Guam,
Luzon, and the Ladrones, besides a score of other places whose
names had little meaning in the average mind the year before
the year of Ninety-eight. It quickly became evident, I say,
that the United States, and all the countries bordering on the
Pacific, were entering upon an epoch of wonderful develop-
ment, & development which in time will give to these shores
a Carthage, a Venice, a Brussels, and even a New York London
and Paris. With our territorial possessions, and the intelli-
gence, energy, and wealth of our people, uniting for purposes
of mutual advantage with the thousands of new enterprises
which the new conditions are destined to engender in the
neighboring nations, what can we not do?

With the year of Ninety-eight begins a new age of human
emancipation, an emancipation touching more closely the in-
herent rights of man if possible than the abolition of human
slavery—denying the right of self-injury as injury to another,
denying the right to block the way of progress and maintain
an international nuisance, noxious to refinement, and demor-
alizing to neighboring nations. Man is born into slavery, yet
fated to be free. Slave at first to his superstitions, to frowning
nature, to threatening deities, to cruel despots; at length as he
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emerges from the opaque ignorance of savagism, he finds ever
fresh means of self-enslavement. Notwithstanding all which,
man is fated to be free; and it is past the possibility of things
for one people on this earth forever to hold another people
in restraint, or to impose their laws or tenets upon them. As
the American revolution signified to the world democracy and
the death of kings, so the American war with Spain signified
to the world a higher humanity, a holier integrity, and the
liberty to do right. If the American revolution brought to
mankind a new lesson in self-government, out of the Spanish
war was evolved new international ethics, never before applied
in peace or war. The plea of the first murderer before his
maker, “ Am I my brother’s keeper? ” is now answered, thun-
dered forth from a thousand guns, “ Thou art.” In the war
of the revolution the American people fought against king-
craft and for the right to govern themselves. They won.
They established that right for all time, both for themselves
and for any others who choose to avail themselves of it and
maintain it. In the civil war the issue was freedom or slavery,
freedom won; union or disintegration, union won. In the
war with Spain the American people fought for the right to
aid the weak against the oppressor. Again they won, and es-
tablished also that right. Nor were the United States alone
in this work of regeneration; General Kitchener in the eastern
Soudan brought blessings to millions of the human race in
delivering them from the hands of those who would destroy
them.

The year of Ninety-eight brought to a close four hundred
years of European oppression in America, never again for one
hour to be revived. What wrongs the people of the New
World, natives and others, have been called upon to suffer
during that time at the hand of Christian Europe! Infamies
there were, done in the names of the saints, that made the
angels weep. Hundreds of native nations, savage and civil-
ized, swept from the earth by oppression and slaughter, with
all the imposition, cruelty, and slavery since inflicted. All this
is now over; but throughout the ages history will continue to
throw a sinister light upon this epoch.

Not only has a new power arisen in this year of Ninety-
eight, but a peace-maker; not as Russia proposes peace, by
convention with the powers for partial disarmament for the

2
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present, until by husbanding her resources for a #ime, she will
be able if she pleases to conquer the world, but by the intro-
duction and exercise of moral with physical force which shall
tend more and more to make war appear what it is, beastly
and diabolical. No doubt the tsar desires peace, and most
wisely; it was noticed, however, that never were his prepara-
tions for war more active than while his disarmament proposal
was undergoing consideration, which would argue that he had
but little confidence either in his proposal or in his neighbors.

It was a bad year for royalty, for as never before the fiat
of man was sent forth round this earth that never again should
man be oppressed by man. There had arisen a divinity of
manhood superior to the divinity of kings. Before any should
rule he must learn to obey. It was practically agreed in this
year of Ninety-eight that tyranny and human oppression
should be banished from the earth. The strong should no
longer be left alone to wreak their iniquitous will upon the
weak. Spain’s bigotry has long been paramount, but Spanish
cruelty in unoffending lands has ceased. Once mistress of
the world, of a world far larger than the world of Egypt
Greece or Rome, she is no longer mistress even of her poor
self. Russia is strong, but the Russian serf is free, and the
Russian tsar is afraid. Turkey, that once great empire which
threatened Europe, though slow in dying, is doomed; this
year of Ninety-eight marks the end of her rule in the island
of Crete. England’s royalty is a social rather than a political
function, and the genius of her administration is to preserve
the proper equilibrium between peace and the dignity of the
nation. By the doings of Ninety-eight the democracy of the
revolution was more fully understood and emphasized; the
rights of man uplifted superior to the rights of might; royalty
receives another blow, while equity becomes the watchword.
It may be somewhat with us as with our forefathers, who
did not realize what the democracy was which they were rais-
ing, nor how effectually they were cutting off the heads of
kings.

A new fiscal policy, based on internal rather than external
revenue was this year put in operation in the United States.
To meet imperial necessities, as the increase of army and navy,
the construction of an interoceanic ship canal, commercial sub-
sidies for carrying the flag around the world, no less than from
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the loss of duties on tropical products coming in free from
the newly acquired tropical lands, taxes on inheritances, on
commercial and financial transactions, and the like, were ad-
vanced to the relief of duties on imported products and mer-
chandise; and these burdens were borne gladly, so that this
year may be called the year of happy taxation.

And let us hope that the year of Ninety-eight saw some
advance toward the exercise of honesty in diplomacy. Span-
iards seem to regard systematic lying as the first requisite
of a statesman. Since the fifteenth century when was pro-
mulgated the doctrine that bad faith on the part of a govern-
ment was praiseworthy, Spanish kings and their ministers
have been the faithful disciples of Niccolo Machiavelli. And
the diplomatic service of the rest of continental Europe is
much upon the same plane. So that in this war, and the
international intercourse connected therewith, the absence of
sophistry and chicanery on the part of the United States was
remarked. '

It was a year of thought and enlightenment. Many prob-
lems, political financial and industrial, arose for solution, which
the American mind had never before been called upon to con-
gider. War is a great educator; it teaches geography and
economics, international relations and government, as well as
the industries and sciences. The year brought to us a better
knowledge of ourselves, as well as of the world; a knowledge
of the American people, of their true progressive instincts and
purposes, of their ideals of liberty and humanity, of their high
achievements and their higher destiny; that they have been
thus far strengthened rather than enervated by the accumula-
tions of wealth, and that their courage and patriotism have
not suffered by a century of isolation and long periods of peace.
These, with other meanings and messages which this year
brings are received and spoken of, not in a spirit of pride and
vainglory, but with that thankfulness and those feelings of
encouragement which tend to yet higher efforts. And the
deeper significance of the achievements of the year, a year of
bewildering accomplishments bringing unfathomable possi-
bilities, will be better seen and understood a century hence
than now.

It was the pivotal point in the nation’s progress. Issues
not of our own seeking, or of our own inventing and which
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we must either accept or reject were thrust upon us. A step
forward, and we were at the front with increased strength
and usefulness; refusal to move signified the narrow but per-
haps for the present safer policy of selfishness, Asiatic exclu-
siveness, and in time retrogression.

Though ever growing in area as well as in strength, all
territorial additions hitherto nade, except Alaska, had been
contiguous to the original or previously acquired domain; and
this year for the first time the term Greater America has come
into use as including out-lying parts and distant islands. But
so much greater proportionately has been the enlargement of
ideas than the enlargement of territory, that we still feel equal
to our environment. For when we were small we thought
ourselves great, but when we hecame great, we beheld others
also great, which taught us moderation, and to be mindful of
our own business. Therefore I say that even though there had
been no enlargement of area, the year shows a marvellous en-
largement of ideas and purposes. We do not need these tropi-
cal islands for numerical increase of population. We do not
specially desire them for any purpose, except perhaps as naval
bases and strategic points for the use of an army and navy
commensurate with our new conditions and pretensions, and
for increased strength and influence in the Pacific. They will
never be occupied by white men as places of permanent settle-
ment, as New England was settled, and for the planting there
of the domestic life and social and political institutions of
the United States; for if the attempt is made the white men
will not long remain white, but become yellow as in India,
and likewise jaundiced in morality and patriotism. Yet new
and extended opportunities are here offered for enterprise.
American engincers have fields of activity in the new require-
ments of these half savage lands, as the construction of canals
and railroads, and the building of public works, while the
possibilities for commerce and manufactures are limitless.

Rejecting the old-time tenets that wrongs not done to us
are not wrongs, and that our neighbor’s affairs are no concern
of ours, here was a new departure in whatever makes for good
to the human race, in the recognition of humanity and the
rights of man as among the cardinal virtues of a nation. With-
out attempting to regenerate the world or fight the battles of
all nations, that which is nearest us, and in the line of duty,
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should command our aid and sympathy. And even under the
exigencies of war we may use sincerity in diplomacy, humane-
ness in battle, and moderation in victory. To the Latin race,
and to all Europe, a lesson was given that needs not soon to
be repeated, a lesson in international ethics demonstrating that
barbarism and tyranny by one people over another, be the
color or condition of either what they may, will no longer pass
by unheeded. To new lands this year were first given oppor-
tunities for a higher culture, and a life further removed from
cruelty and injustice.

Above all, the year of Ninety-eight assures us that keeping
pace with our material and intellectual advancement has been
an altruistic development of which neither ourselves nor the
world were fully aware. As we are more wealthy than we
knew, so we find ourselves more proficient in humane thoughts
and generous deeds than we realized. We have proved when
put to the test that we have less than was formerly thought
necessary of enmity in war and of subterfuge in diplomacy.
And if we sometimes pat ourselves on the back for being so
good, let it be understood that it is done not in a spirit of
false pride and self-sufficiency, but that in acknowledging
the good we may go on and do better.

In Europe, throughout this year parliamentary struggles
were conspicuous. To screen her military, France did not
hesitate to resort to crime to cover crime. The Spanish cortes
was submissive in the hands of the queen and cabinet. The
Austrian and Hungarian parliaments were in a somewhat fer-
mented state, while that of Italy was kept quiet by an auto-
cratic cabinet. There were the reconquest of the Soudan, the
liberation of Crete, the assassination of the empress Elizabeth,
and the deaths of Gladstone and Bismarck, the emperor Will-
iam assuming as far as lie was able the role of the latter upon
his death. The tsar’s disarmament proposal would have car-
ried more weight had he begun the measure at home, as before
intimated. The plan, however, displays astuteness, for if Rus-
sia might now for a time be permitted to develop her resources
in peace, she need ask little from the rest of the world there-
after. The Siberian railway and the transcaspian railway, the
latter with its two branches to the Afghan and Chinese bor-
ders, were rapidly advancing toward completion, while river
transportation was improved, and educational and industrial
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development appeared on every side. Except for England, the
influence of Russia in the political affairs of Turkey, Persia,
Korea, and China would be well nigh supreme. The govern-
ment of Great Britain was still concerned over the state of
affairs in South Africa, no less than over what appeared an
undue influence of the continental powers at Peking, threaten-
ing dismemberment. A great work was at the same time being
accomplished in opening the Nile, and in bringing Khartoum
and the Soudan within the sphere of European influence. Thus
with a policy changed from one of selfishness and restrictions,
England has come to the front as the world’s civilizer, now not
disdaining the codperation of the United States.

The evil eye of Europe has been fastened on China during
the year Ninety-eight,—the eyes of the nations on China and
on each other, watching and waiting, ready upon any shadow
of excuse, as a stolen boat or a murdered missionary, to pounce
. upon the prey, each taking care meanwhile that the others get
no more than their share. Already have gone the Coast Prov-
ince and most of Manchuria, Formosa, and the suzerainty of
Korea, quickly followed by Port Arthur and Wei-hai-wei, while
France now wants Yunnan and extension from Shanghai,
and as much more as she can get. For three months the king
asserted his authority, and issued edicts which gave hopes of
political reform, but, suppressed by the empress dowager, his
efforts failed. -Japan continued her course of progression with
an eye on Korea, narrowly watched by the Russians, who
propose to dismember China at their convenience and for their
own benefit.

Among the important events in the Far East during 1898
were the lease of Kiao Chau to the German government; the
destruction of Amboyna, in the Moluccas, by an earthquake;
the Chinese indemnity paid for killing German missionaries;
the announced retention by Japan of Wei-hai-wei, of which
Great Britain obtains leave from the Chinese government and
takes possession; negotiation of Chinese loan of $80,000,000
by European financiers; the lease of Port Arthur and territory
to Russia by China, and the protest by the British ambassador;
the burning of the American mission at Tongchow by a Chi-
nese mob; the independence of Korea pledged by Russia and
Japan; the gathering of a Russian fleet at Port Arthur and
British ships at Wei-hai-wei prepared for battle; the authori-
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zation by the French government of a loan of 270,000,000
francs for building railways in Tonking and Anam; the im-
perial edict at Peking, and abduction of the emperor; and
the fire at Hankau, on the Yangtse, which laid in ashes a mile
square of the city, attended with great loss of life. The British
consul at Tientsin was notified that the shore frontage recently
opened at Port Ching-wan-tao was reserved for a Chinese min-
ing company, whereat the British legation protested.

As to the condition of China, whether living or dying, doc-
tors disagree. Old in her civilization, such as it is, during
the past three thousand years there has been but little change.
Never having risen high, she cannot greatly decline. If age
tends to respectability China is first among nations. Like the
aged and respectable elsewhere, she clings to her old customs.
She is not only of greater age, but greater in numbers than
any other people. The trouble is that in this instance num-
bers do not add strength, but rather weakness; else Chinamen
would vigit Australia and America without an invitation. The
powers say, “ There is too much of her; let us make her less.
There is not enough of us; let us make ourselves more. So
we both will be benefited, and God shall have the glory.”
Upon a new hypothesis the nations of the earth become di-
vided into two parts, those which are living and those which
are dying. The question of survival becomes paramount
among all kingdoms and commonwealths, which are to live
and which are to die and be devoured by the others. To live
there must be food and light and air, which imply land, which
in turn implies war, conquest, subjugation, extermination.
Africa in parts is badly decayed, notably the Mohammedan
parts; elsewhere the naked savages, never having been born
or baptized into civilization, cannot be placed in the category
of dying nations; but are only fit for extermination—or Amer-
ican citizenship. But when all is said we may safely conclude
that the year marks a change for the better in the affairs of
China, more especially in the voluntary opening to the world
the interior by decree of the emperor, and the granting of
important concessions to foreigners.

In the year Ninety-eight began that fusion of West and
East which united forever the ends of the earth, with the
Pacific as the central scene of coming development, a fusion
1no less of culture than of commerce, with the world-balancing
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potentialities transferred from the eastern to the western
hemisphere.

At a time when the nation was not overburdened with great
men, either in congress or out of congress, the year of Ninety-
eight developed the fact that the United States government
had at the helm a man to be trusted. There was patriotism
in the war, and also politics; the patriots were among the
people and the politicians were in Washington. The former
considered tHe interests of the country before their own; the
latter served themsclves first and their country afterward.
Doubtless in all his conduct President McKinley had in view
his own reélection; it is the fault of a republican form of
government that patriots have ever to consider place. Yet
the policy of the president seemed for the most part to pro-
mote the honor and welfare of the nation. e seemed actuated
throughout by a desire to do the will of the people whom he
represented, rather than indulge in the exercise of his indi-
vidual opinion. And so far as human intelligence and human
foresight could discern he pursued a wise and humane policy,
which found response in the hearts of true Americans, and
raised the nation in honor and dignity in the eyes of the world.
That he labored under the incubus of American politics, and
was not altogether free from the charge of favoritism, demon-
strates all the more clearly the quality of statesmanship called
in force by the emergency. The highest tribute that words
can pay him is that in his conduct of the war he proved himself
an able and an honest man.

In the civil war President McKinley had played his part,
but his experience as a soldier had not been conspicuous. In
military matters however he exercised the same practical com-
mon sense which he displayed in other affairs. Now he was
commander-in-chief of the army and navy, not in name only
but in reality. Upon his own judgment in a great measure
he directed fleets and formulated general plans for army move-
ments. The order to Dewey to capture the Manila squadron
was written and sent by the president against the advice of
his cabinet. The fate of nations was thus determined by the
stroke of his pen. He forbade a summer campaign to Havana
with its needless sacrifice of life, but he humanely pressed to
an issue affairs at Santiago which ended the war. Proposals
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of peace the president always gladly welcomed, but he made
it plain that the legitimate results of the war must accrue
to his government. He would be fair and moderate in his
demands, but inflexible in their fulfilment. His financial pol-
icy was no less marked than his success in military and naval
affairs. When those of the preceding administration who had
approved of a brokerage of $9,000,000 for securing a govern-
ment loan of $62,000,000 at four per cent opposed the fiscal
measures of the president, he passed by the intermediaries and
offered direct to the people a loan of $200,000,000 at three per
cent, which was instantly taken six and a half times over.

In every great event of the administration, in every great
event of the war, the president rose to meet the emergency
with coolness and sagacity. He would not be hurried into
impolitic measures. Naturally conservative, he cautiously felt
his way both in going to war and in the subsequent settlement.
Before declaring war, he must know that the people wanted
war, and that there was no other way out of the difficulty.
He restrained congress, whose members were not always cool,
dignified, and consistent, from taking the final step as long
as possible; but war once declared, he prosecuted it with vigor.
The war over, not knowing what the nation and the world
would adjudge a fair settlement, he waited for a consensus
of opinion. Instead of stating plainly in the protocol, a8 many
thought he should have done, and so perhaps have brought
upon himself and the nation the charge of unfair demands,
and an inordinate grasping for spoils, he wisely left the ques-
tions of the Philippines to be settled later, when the people
of the United States and fair-minded men abroad should under
calm consideration have reached reasonable conclusions.

At the Omaha exposition, on the 12th of October, President
McKinley said: “In fighting for humanity’s sake we have
been signally blessed. We did not seek war. To avoid it, if
this could be done in justice and honor to the rights of our
neighbors and ourselves, was our constant prayer. The war
was not more invited by us than were the questions which
are laid at our door by its results. Now as then we will do
our duty. The problems will not be solved in a day. Patience
will be required, patience combined with sincerity of purpose
and unshaken resolution to do right, seeking only the highest
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good of the nation and recognizing no other obligation, pursu-
ing no other path, but that of duty. Right action follows
every right purpose. We may not at all times be able to divine
the future, the way may not always seem clear, but if our aims
are high and unselfish, somehow and in some way the right
end will be reached. The genius of the nation, its freedom,
its humanity, its courage, its justice, favored by divine provi-
dence, will make it equal to every task and the master of every
emergency.”

Abroad he won the highest respect. Said Prince Bismarck,
“McKinley has shown superior statesmanship by calming
public sentiment. The exaltation of the American mind con-
cerning Cuba is not quite understood in Europe. The Spanish
point of view is medieval. Spain’s atrocities in Cuba, her mis-
government at home, and her treatment of captives in Mont-
juich fortress are fresh in our recollection. Spain is on the
verge of bankruptcy. She cannot rely on any support, except
possibly from France or Italy. We Germans sympathize with
the grievances of the Cuban insurgents.”

And thus the London T'tmes of August 15th. “If foreign
observers might presume to have an opinion upon his conduct,
it would probably be that President McKinley has kept his
finger constantly upon the national pulse, and has known how
to stimulate and direct national thought without too markedly
outrunning its movement. Everything has been done in the
open, every move has been discussed as a possibility all over
the United States before the government was irrevocably com-
mitted one way or the other, and the result of that cautious,
tentative policy is that where he stands at this moment the
president has the whole American people behind his back.
We do not know that there can be any higher statesmanship
for a president governing under the constitution of the United
States. It is noteworthy that while the Spaniards, who are
usually regarded as chivalrous, romantic, and medizval, have
turned first to the financial aspect of the situation, the Ameri-
cans, who are usually supposed to be intensely patriotic, have
as yet hardly given a thought to the financial or economic
side of the question. What occupies the American people at
this moment is not the cost of the war, the value of their
acquisitions, or the balance of profit and loss account, but the
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moral result of the struggle and the nature of the ideas which
it stimulates.”

The London Spectator gives a eulogy of the “ splendid and
unexpected manner in which Mr. McKinley has risen to the
requirements of a high and difficult position. The president
has developed latent talents showing him the possessor of
many of Lincoln’s great qualities. It would be remarkable
if for the second time in a generation the American system
of really an elective monarchy proves itself a strong system
for dealing with a dangerous crisis. Europe may have been
hasty in rejecting the very idea of an elective monarchy as
fatal alike to stability and strength.”

The war with Spain was not of the president’s seeking.
From a long line of predecessors he received the unsavory leg-
acy of the Cuban question. The issue was forced upon him,
it was his opportunity as well as his obligation, and he met
the issues with the courage of his convictions. In diplomacy,
he was direct, sincere, and wise, and whether from foresight
or good fortune he was remarkably successful. He did not
enter office in 1896 at the end of a brilliant career, but as
an efficient and successful American statesman; and when as
time passed and grave issues had to be met his versatility of
talents was a surprise. When the nation trembled with pas-
sion, his wise words and good politics brought it to reason.
And this was the more conspicuous because he had not always
about him the best of advisers; among his ministers were those
who did not hesitate to place in positions of high trust in-
competent favorites instead of reliable officers of tried ability.
As with Lincoln in the civil war, while arming for the conflict
McKinley’s best efforts were called forth to avert dissension
at home and prevent interference from abroad. Any impru-
dence might lead to general conflict with the powers of Europe
resulting in humiliation and disaster. Nothing would be lost
but everything gained by moderation. One serious mistake
would result in greater harm than many delays. Give the
people time to consider what they want. Give Europe time
to become convinced of our inflexibility of purpose and purity
of intentions, and that it is principle, not passion, that governs
us. Give Spain time to realize the dire retribution which
awaits her if she persists in her course of evil doing. James
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K. Polk did not hesitate to force upon the country an unjust
war with Mexico for more slave territory. But McKinley
paused before the terrible arbitrament of war, as Washington
paused on the brink of independence, and as Lincoln paused
before committing himself to the civil conflict as well as in
the emancipation measure. And William McKinley, like Wash-
ington and Lincoln, will always be remembered by a grateful
country as one of its few great presidents.



CHAPTER III
EUROPEAN BARBARISM IN AMERICA

EuropkE of the fifteenth century was barbaric; or, if civil-
ized, it was a civilization as different from the culture and
refinement of to-day as the civilization of the Roman differed
from the barbarism of the German.

When Spain went forth to conquer the New World four
hundred years ago, she was much the same as other nations
of christendom in civility and humanity, much the same in
cruelty and barbarity. In wealth and power she was equal
to any, if not indced superior to all. Later, some of them
changed for the better, dropping the worst of their mediseval
manners, and emerging from under the denser clouds of ig-
norance and superstition. But while other nations advanced,
Spain remained stationary, and in some respects retrograded,
still guided by the old spirit which drove out Mohammedans,
killed Jews, and proselyted at the point of the sword. Hence
we can understand how it was that Weyler’s methods in Cuba
were 80 like those of Cortés in Mexico and Pizarro in Peru.

In the administration of the Indies, New World affairs were
at first divided into two great governments, one under the
viceroy of New Spain and the other under the viceroy of Peru.
Later a third viceroyalty was established at Santa Fé de
Bogot4, with jurisdiction over the kingdom of Tierra Firme,
and the provinces of Quito and Rio de la Plata. In the
islands, and in the smaller or more distant provinces, the chief
ruler might be a governor, or captain-general, or governor-
general, the high ecclesiastic having always much to say about
matters, and the military sometimes acquiring undue influence.
Discovery and conquest were made for the king, from whom
emanated all grants, and to whom reverted all tenures. All
America, save Portugal’s portion, was the property of the
crown. The souls of the inhabitants were the property of

83
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the church, which was subordinate to the sovereigns, the pope
being nominally master. What the pope gave to Spain on
behalf of his maker was not to the Spanish people, but to
the Spanish sovereigns. Governors, magistrates, and all other
officials, civil and ecclesiastical, were created and deposed at
pleasure by the king. To the colonist belonged no rights
or privileges apart from the crown. Municipalities might elect
their own officials, but subject always to the approval of the
crown. There was significance in the fact that the king of
Spain had himself called also king of the Indies, indicating
thereby that his transatlantic possessions were provinces, and
integral parts of the crown domain, rather than colonies in
the ordinary sense, with some sort of individuality and inde-
pendence. The cédulas reales, by which the royal pleasure
was expressed, formed in reality the first legislative code of the
kingdom of the Indies, embodied in the Recopilacion de las
Indias, back of which was that of Castile, and Las Siete Par-
tidas, or the common law of Spain. After the establishment
of the Council of the Indies, legislative power vested in that
body under the king, and executive power in the captains-
general and viceroys under the king.

Finance, also, was based upon the theory that the king was
owner of the land. Some of the natives paid a capitation tax;
some & primicias, or first fruits tax; others gave in the aggre-
gate eighteen months’ service in the mines at various times
between the ages of eighteen and fifty years. The church took
a tenth of the proceeds of agriculture, and after this tax on
the raw material, the prepared article, as indigo, sugar, and
cochineal, paid another tax. Then there were the customs
duties on articles of commerce, the alcabala, or vendor’s duty,
and from the product of the mines the king’s fifth and other
royalties. Tobacco salt and cards were crown monopolies.
Many of the offices of the colonies were sold by auction to
the highest bidder, the purchaser’s profit to be ground out of
the colonists. After manufactures had been driven from the
Peninsula, goods from abroad must be entered at Cidiz and
pay a heavy duty; on leaving Spain another duty; still an-
other on entering Mexico or Peru; after that bribes, commis-
sions, notary fees, and the seller’s profit made the price to the
purchaser in the New World three or five times the original
cost.
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Meanwhile the sovereigns of Spain as a rule were not so
bad as their agents. They were bad enough, however, suspi-
cious, treacherous, and mendacious, the kind of masters to
make the worst of servants; but they frowned on robbery,
unless it were for their benefit; they forbade the enslavement
of the Indian, though they permitted the systems of repartimi-
entos, or partitioning the lands of the natives among the con-
querors and adventurers, and encomiendas, under which the
natives of the conquered country, as well as their lands, were
assigned to the conquerors and made tributary to them. Fine
distinctions! The natives were held with the soil and must
work, but they were not slaves. When the Indians fell ill
and died from unaccustomed labor and cruel treatment, the
adventurers, who would by no means work themselves, began
to complain that the Indians were willing to die but they would
not work, that without laborers their lands were worthless
and the mines of no value, and without returns the sovereigns
might as well throw away their Indies. Then the Portuguese
and Spanish,—the English and Dutch being not far behind
them,—took pity on the poor Indian, whose carcass was worth
no more than the living body, and seeking to save him sug-
gested to their sovereigns the naked black men of the African
jungles, who were not of their fold, telling how they were
able to endure severe labor under a tropical sun better than
the native American; wherefore the humane rulers of Europe
permitted their merchants and seamen to buy or steal black
men from the Gold Coast, and bring them to the Indies, and
so save their own people. Such was the quality of their kind-
ness, these sovereigns, so very like Weyler’s in Cuba!

As early as 1503 the inhabitants of the discovered islands
were declared free, but their freedom was worse than slavery,
the man’s labor belonging to the conqueror, at a wage of the
governor’s naming, but without property in the man, and
hence indifferent as to his welfare. Such was the freedom
Spain gave her distant subjects from the first, the sovereigns
not always meaning to be cruel, much of the injustice practised
being due to infamous agents. As in the days of Isabella of
Castile, who censured the Genoese for enslaving Indians, so
the present Isabel of Spain, let us hope, were she free to act,
would scarcely sanction the work of her governor-generals done
in Cuba in her name,
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And so it was from first to last, the colonists of Spain were
subject alone to the kings of Spain. All colonial possessions
were dependencies of the crown; all laws and regulations were
made and administered by the crown, by or through the min-
ions or ministers of the crown. These possessions were held
by the Spanish sovereigns purely for profit. Of the natives,
both body and soul, merchandise was made, the former being
of the treasures of this world, and the latter of the world to
come. Obedience was the first duty of the subject, obedience
first as to what he should do, and then as to what he should
believe.

Yet it is true, as I have said, that the rulers of Spain have
always been more humane than their agents in the treatment
of the Indians, more just in the treatment of colonists. At
a distance from the king his representatives were supreme,
the colonists being subject to the ignorance, fanaticism, or
caprice of the viceroy, governor, or general. It was no easy
matter for royalty, always arbitrary and given to espionage,
to find willing and faithful instruments to do its bidding be-
yond the reach of the strong arm and discerning eye. Petty
rulers did much as they pleased, concocting new villanies to
cover old ones, and trusting to their cunning or good fortune
to carry them through at the judgment day. Hence, in the
main they exercised their own pleasure, and indulged in the
sweets of despotic power, whether it had been delegated to them
or not. And throughout the entire viceregal period, these
imitations of royalty, in ‘common with almost all New World
officials, were Spaniards born in Spain, beside whom, as is

“well known, Spaniards born in America were inferior beings,
politically and socially. If, then, such have been the modes
of thought and conduct for centuries among themselves, what
could be expected in their intercourse with weak and defense-
less colonists whom they regarded as little better than brutes?

The better class of the inhabitants of Cuba are mostly of
Spanish origin, with intermixtures of Indian and negro; some
of them are of pure European blood. There were before the
American war with Spain two political parties, Spaniards and
Cubans loyal to Spain, and Cubans mulattoes and negroes of
the insurgent class. Spanish military rulers in Cuba seemed
to have but little respect for their own government, and as in
the olden time they did much as they pleased. They mani-
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fested little inclination to relieve suffering or redress griev-
ances. They were by nature and tradition unjust, untruthful,
and merciless.

That the machinery set in motion by the ministers of Charles
V should have continued running for more than three hun-
dred years, shows either that it was well adapted for the pur-
pose or that the wear upon it was light. That Spain’s rule
has continued so long shows that there was present a vital force,
the force which underlies tyranny and bigotry, the force of
ignorance and fear; that she lost her rule shows that ignorance
and fear are losing their hold on humanity, and that the des-
tinies of nations are no longer subject to civil and religious
coercion.

Since 1823, when a large part of Spanish America threw
off the yoke of Spain, and when certain Cubans in Mexico had
appealed in vain to the embryo republic to lend 1,500 men
with Santa Anna as leader to help them likewise achieve in-
dependence, and Bolivar had nearly gone to their assistance,
the island had been an object of peculiar consideration to the
people of the United States. Not that its possession was in
any wise coveted; there were lands enough contiguous lacking
inhabitants, and untried issues at home sufficient to give full
occupation to the active American mind. But industrially
and politically Cuba was full of interest. Her position and
products, no less than the people and their government, could
not fail to command the attention of so near and observant
a neighbor.

And for the most part until a recent period the relations
between the United States and Spain have been friendly. The
eighteenth century conflicts of England France and Spain,
transferred across the Atlantic, and resulting in the expulsion
of the French from North America, and the acquisition by
the United States of Florida, the north shore of the Mexican
gulf, the Mississippi valley, and the great Northwest, were
well-nigh forgotten, and little attention was paid to the pre-
diction that under some pretext the island would eventually
be taken from Spain. Filibustering was always promptly sup-
pressed, and talk of acquisition or annexation frowned upon;
and while it was understood that the United States did not
want Cuba, it was equally well understood that the American
government would never permit any other power, particularly
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any European power except Spain, to own or control the island.
Jefferson in 1795, Clay in 1825, Van Buren in 1840, and Fish
in 1871, all declared that the United States had no designs
on the political condition, or on the conquest of Cuba, and
on an attempt from any source to wrest the territory from
Spain, the United States would interfere to prevent it. On
the other hand John Quincy Adams, President Monroe, and
Daniel Webster were not averse to annexation under certain
conditions, but always with the sanction of Spain, with which
power it was desirable that friendly relations should continue.
One cause of the hesitancy of the United States to meddle in
Cuban affairs was the possible effect on the question of slavery.
On this account alone many preferred having nothing to do
with Cuba; because some desired the further acquisition of
slave territory and influence, while others were strenuously
opposed to the extension of the evil under the protection of
the United States laws. Therefore so long as Cuba held Afri-
cans as slaves, it would have been difficult for her to have
formed any close political alliance with the United States.

But the Cubans themselves felt that they had something to
say about it, that they should have some voice in the political
disposition of their island and its people. They had seen the
two Americas, nearly all of them, from the arctic to the ant-
arctic, become practically free; for though Canada and Brazil
were not nominally independent states, they were so in reality.
All enjoyed to the full extent the blessings of civil and re-
ligious liberty; they alone, or nearly so, of all this vast New
World, lay under the curse of European barbarism, but slightly
better than medieval despotism. They saw the English col-
onies, and Mexico, and all Spanish South America, free, and
they determined that Cuba should be free. True, their grand
opportunity they had permitted to pass by, owing largely to
the influence of the United States, whose slaveholders objected
to the proximity of free negroes, in case they were freed, while
others made objections to the further extension of slavery
under the banner of free institutions. These questions, how-
ever, the average Cuban did not then understand. He simply
felt his fetters, and sought release from them.

Spain made the same mistake at this juncture that England
had made with regard to her American colonies; she tight-
ened her hold on them when she should have loosened it.
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Instead of winning the good will of the colonists by kind and
liberal measures, she was determined to rule by coercion. To
prevent the loss of Cuba, as all the colonies of the mainland
had been lost, extraordinary powers were given to the rulers,
the exercise of which practically placed the island under mili-
tary law, while representatives were excluded from the cortes.

Insurrections broke out from time to time, some of them
dignified by the name of revolutions. There was one in 1829,
another struggle in 1844, and others during the period from
1847 to 1868. In the year last named began what may be
called the first general and united uprising of Cuba for in-
dependence. The revolution of 1868 was brought on by the
insurgent leaders Cespedes, Marmol, and Garcia, and resulted
in a ten years’ war, which left the island in a deplorable con-
dition. It was at a time when Spain was passing through new
and strange experiences, as civil war, a Bourbon monarchy,
provisional government, and then after kingdom and republic,
back to the house of Bourbon again. It was a brutal contest,
this between the colony and the mother country, in which
dungeons were filled, students wantonly shot on mere suspi-
cion of sympathy with rebels, while commerce was nearly ex-
terminated and many industries totally destroyed. Among
other episodes, brought to mind with some significance by
the Matne infamy, was the capture at sea by a Spanish warship
of the steamer Virginius, registered as an American vessel
of war at New York, and which was taken to Cuba, and fifty
of her officers and seamen shot. As it was shown that the
Spanish government after making every effort were powerless
to prevent the crime, and that the Virginius obtained her
American register by fraud, on the payment of indemnity, the
case was dismissed. This attempt at independence like all
the rest failed, although the slaves were made free. Then
tyranny fell back into the old groove.

Seventeen years of peace followed these ten years of war,
when once more the burden laid on the colonists by their be-
nignant mother, amid scores of broken promises, became too
heavy to bear, and again they revolted. And now the rebel
leaders were not only resolved never to treat with Spain for
anything less than absolute freedom, but they were determined,
each for himself, that none of the others should do so. There-
fore when they feared that Domingo Mendez Capote, who had
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been elected president of the Cuban republic in September,
might be too easily influenced by the enemy, they put him
aside in December, and elected in his place Bartolomé Masso,
who had raised the first band of volunteers in the insurrection
of 1868. Esperanza, in the Cubita hills, was now the rebel
capital, and in January the town was captured by the Span-
iards, and burned, the government and its archives, if any
there were, vanishing. In February, 1895, Juan Gomez took
the field near Matanzas, Bartolomé Masso at Manzanillo, and
Jesus Rabi at Santiago, and Cuba’s last rebellion from Spain
was begun. There were then 18,000 Spanish troops in the
island. Captain-general Emilio Calleja immediately cabled to
Madrid for reénforcements, which came in form of 12,000 men
under General Martinez Campos, who on landing accepted Cal-
leja’s resignation. José Marti assumed the leadership of the
insurgent government, with Maximo Gomez commander-in-
chief of the army of liberation. The junta thus organized by
Marti were the friends of Cuba libre, called separatists, as dis-
tinguished from the home rulers, or autonomists. Soon 350
revolutionary clubs, with a membership of 50,000, gave the
junta their moral and financial support. Some of them were
true patriots. One of their number, Tomas Estrada Palma,
suffered loss of fortune and seven years’ imprisonment, when
with a word, by renouncing his loyalty to Cuba, he might have
been free and rich. Marti himself soon gave his life to the
cause in attempting to break through the enemy’s cordon which
had been thrown round him.

Organizing a government with Salvador Cisneros Betan-
court, marquis of Santa Lucia, as president from 1895 to 1897,
Bartolomé Masso filling the office for the term following, the
insurgents entered upon a guerilla warfare which ended only
with the capitulation of Santiago in 1898. Gomez was a de-
voted commander, able and tenacious. His tactics were inces-
sant attacks but no pitched battles. In the United States little
attention was given to the outbreak at first, all Spanish Amer-
ica being usually in a chronic state of revolution; but it be-
came manifest in time that this uprising was different from
any which had preceded it, and different from the usual out-
break, being well planned and carried out with promptness
and efficiency. Attempts were frequently made to convey arms
and supplies to the insurgents from the United States, but
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they were for the most part frustrated by the Washington gov-
ernment. The insurgents won a decisive victory at Bayamo,
July 13, 1895, the most important battle of the war.

Campos failed in his efforts and resigned. He was succeeded
by General Valeriano Weyler, the wickedest man in Spain, who
had held office in the Philippines, there gaining wealth by
extortions. A photograph taken on the day of his landing
at Havana February 10, 1896, shows in his features a combi-
nation of cunning and cruelty difficult to surpass. He im-
mediately issued a proclamation attaching the death penalty
to fourteen mostly trivial offenses in the way of aiding the
rebels. A savage warfare then set in with horrible atrocities
on-both sides. Both sides killed envoys from the enemy, tort-
ured and murdered prisoners, and bound and imprisoned sus-
pects. Spaniards, or those of Spanish blood never become so
civilized that they will not under one pretense or another rob
non-combatants and kill prisoners of war whenever they desire
to do so. KEven the patriot commander, Gomez, not to be out-
done in barbarity by any barbarian from Spain, proclaimed
November 6, 1895, “ All plantations shall be totally destroyed,
their sugarcane and outbuildings burned, and railroad con-
nections destroyed. All laborers who shall aid the sugar fac-
tories shall be considered as traitors to their country. All
who are caught in the act shall be shot.” To these instructions
Antonio Maceo added June 9, 1896, “ Blow up trains and
bridges with dynamite. Destroy all houses that may offer ref-
uge or shelter to the Spanish troops, and all corn and tobacco
found deposited in your territory.” These orders were mild
as compared with many. Such was the policy of the com-
batants on both sides throughout the war. As for barbarism,
there was little to choose between them. And while all this
was bad enough, it was more especially the outrages committed
on non-combatants, innocent men women and children, that
stirred the hearts of the American people to put forth a hand
in their defense, rather than the brutal warfare waged on each
other by these merciless men of Europe and America.

In a long and hotly contested conflict, extending from gen-
eration to generation, between two such peoples as those of
Spain and Cuba, with wrong and oppression on one side and
ignorance and brutality on the other, it was scarcely to be ex-
pected that the nicer distinctions of civilized warfare should
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always obtain. Much might be excused, particularly when
those with eyes did not care to see; and much was excused.
But there is a point passing which humanity revolts. There
is & point in a career of infamy and atrocity beyond which the
bystander is not expected to remain indifferent and inactive,
putting away his responsibility under the plea that it is out-
gide of his line of duty.

Terrible as was the situation in Cuba, it was not easy to
formulate a plan for a solution of the difficulty. During two
administrations the authorities in Washington refrained from
interfering. Then tenderly congress touched the subject in a
report of the senate foreign affairs committee of January 29,
1896, conveying a resolution instructing the president to “ use
in a friendly spirit the good offices of this gevernment to the
end that Spain shall be requested to accord to the armies with
which it is engaged in war the rights of belligerents.” After
a month’s debate congress went so far as to declare “ that the
friendly offices of the United States should be offered by the
president to the Spanish government for the recognition of
the independence of Cuba.”

Weyler never took the field in person, but remained in Ha-
vana concocting schemes and levying blackmail. One of his
plans, which would have done honor to Mephistopheles, was
to strip the country of its population and destroy all property
throughout the rural districts, farm houses, produce, growing
crops, stock, and manufactures, the haciendas of the rich and
the huts of the poor, and concentrate these pacificos, or peace-
able people, in the towns, so that the rebels would find nothing
on which to subsist throughout the land. To this end an
edict was issued on the 21st of October, to which the queen
regent affixed her signature, not realizing probably that she
was thus consigning hundreds of innocent victims to homeless
wandering, lingering disease, starvation, and death. As she
is a woman, and the mother of a boy, let us hope for the sake
of humanity that she did not know the horrible cruelties and
injustice she was inflicting on so many other women, and so
many other boys, as greatly loved and as free from any guilt
as was her own.

In a report to congress Secretary-of-state Olney said: “It
is officially reported that there are in one provincial city alone
some four thousand necessitous refugees from the surrounding
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country to whom the municipal authorities can afford little
or no relief.” The people thus herded in the suburbs of the
cities were without food and houseless. Their homes had been
destroyed, their country laid waste, and without the succor
which alas! few of them received, they must die.

An appeal was made by the United States secretary of state,
on the day before Christmas, for aid for the suffering in Cuba.
A central Cuban relief committee was organized with an office
in New York, where contributions of moneys and supplies were
sent. Liberal donations followed, which were distributed by
the Red Cross society. Before this quantities of provisions sent
from the United States to the starving Cubans were seized
and devoured by the Spanish soldiers, whose situation, ill fed,
ill clothed, and ill paid as they were, was in some respects
scarcely less pitiable than that of the Cubans. Relief supplies
sent by charitable persons to the reconcentrados in the interior
were in like manner used by the Spanish officers to feed them-
gelves and their men.

The Cubans under arms numbered not more than 35,000 at
any time, while the Spaniards increased their forces to 150,000
men. At the same time the fact became clear that as the large
mass could never come within reach of the small one to crush
it, Spain would never be able to put down this rebellion. And
while Spain adopted a starvation policy with regard to the
people, the rebels retaliated by burning the sugar mills which
gave revenue to the Spanish government, thereby cutting off
resources and adding to the Spanish debt. Thus business was
destroyed, and among others American citizens resident in
Cuba suffered severely. During Cleveland’s administration
several Americans had been imprisoned in Cuba, but on the
peremptory demand of McKinley on his entering office they
were released. Upon assuming the presidency, Mr. McKinley
continued the cautious policy of his predecessor Grover Cleve-
land. But a report of Consul-general Lee, May 1%, 1897, of
increasing distress, and stating further that among the desti-
tute were 600 or 800 American citizens, stirred the president
to call an extra session of congress and ask for $50,000 for the
relief of the suffering in Cuba, which request was granted.
Stewart L. Woodford was sent as minister to Spain, a man
well fitted to bring about a peaceable solution of the impending
difficulties if possible to do so.
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The president’s instructions to Minister Woodford were that
he should impress upon the Spanish government the sincere
wish of the United States to lend its aid toward the ending
of the war in Cuba by reaching a peaceful and lasting result.
He should say further that at this juncture his government
was constrained seriously to inquire if the time was not ripe
when Spain of her own volition, moved by her own interests
and every sentiment of humanity, should not put a stop to
this destructive war and make proposals of settlement honor-
able to herself and just to her Cuban colony.

Commenting upon these and like dignified, just, and chari-
table sentiments, Enrique Dupuy de Lome, Spanish minister
at Washington, writes to his friend José Canalejas of President
McKinley: “ Besides the natural and inevitable coarseness with
which he repeats all that the press and public opinion of
Spain had said of Weyler, it shows once more what McKinley
is, weak and catering to the rabble, and besides a low politi-
cian.” With which brave and gentlemanly words de Lome
resigned his position and departed from the country.

Upon the assassination of the Spanish premier, Canovas del
Castillo, on the 8th of August, Praxedes Mateo Sagasta, came
into power. He was born in 1827, educated as an engineer,
entered the cortes in 1854, and was for twenty years leader
of the liberal party. Measures were at once taken to forestall
the demands which the sagacious minister foresaw were about
to be made by the United States on behalf of humanity and
civilization. A new constitution was announced giving Cuba
autonomy. Weyler was recalled and to fill his place was sent
Ramon Blanco, who revoked the reconcentration order, and
opened prison doors. The world smiled benignantly on Spain’s
new policy. All evils were to be abolished by a new autonomist
constitution; but when in November the text was cabled to
Washington, it was found to be ineffectual. It was promul-
gated as a royal decree instead of emanating from the cortes,
whose approval was essential to its validity. Or, if approved,
it still left autocratic power with Spain, giving the colonists
little if any more liberty than they had before. A governor-
general, appointed by the crown, was to summon, adjourn, or
dissolve the parliament, and hold a veto over all legislation.
He was commander-in-chief of the military forces, and held at
his disposal all public patronage. These and other like provi-
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sions, hedged about by plausible restrictions, while pretending
much really gave nothing. Yet on the 1st of January, Cap-
tain-general Blanco formally inducted into office a new min-
istry, under this constitution, in which were five Cubans, with
Galvez as president.

The island was now supposed to be pacified, and a pro-
gramme of conciliation was sent to the insurgents for their
acceptance, saying that their military officers should be recog-
nized, that Cuba should pay $100,000,000 out of the $600,-
000,000 indebtedness due for both wars, also $2,000,000 a
year for the crown list, and so on. But the insurgents would
not accept it. Even if made valid by the cortes, and the stipu-
lations were fair, covering all that the astute statesmen pre-
tended, what guarantee had Cuba that the promises would be
kept? How many like promises had been made to the colonies
and broken? How many had been made and not broken? And
so the war with its usual outrages continued. A Spanish
licutenant-colonel of engineers, Joaquin Ruiz, sent. by Blanco
to the camp of the insurgent brigadier, Nestor Aranguren, to
win him if possible to autonomy, was seized and shot. A
month later the death of Ruiz was avenged by the killing of
Aranguren, 1,500 Spanish soldiers being sent into the hills for
that purpose.

A party of Spaniards in Cuba were as much opposed to the
new constitution as the rebels themselves, and there were riots
in Havana between autonomists constitutionalists and soldiers,
which however noisy resulted in no great danger.

The ostensible change of Weyler’s policy by Blanco in the
reconcentration of non-combatants, proclaimed November
10th, brought little change, the report being that * there is
no general or marked improvement among the class of recon-
centrados as a whole, and the frightful rate of mortality con-
tinues.” On this same 10th of November Blanco telegraphs
the Spanish minister at Washington that “ everything that is
humanely possible is being done”; yet two months later
Blanco might read at breakfast in an Havana journal, La
Discussion, printed under his very eyes, and speaking of the
state of things as they existed in the capital city of Havana:
“ Four hundred and thirty wretched beings are quartered in
an unhealthy place entirely without ventilation, huddled to-
gether, each bed made to accommodate several persons, there
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being but 121 beds for 500 sick inmates. The medicines found
in the building consisted of one bottle of cod-liver oil, one
demijohn of wine, and a few bottles of other preparations.
All the food on hand was reduced to three pounds of bacon,
twelve pounds of rice, eighteen cans of condensed milk, half a
bag of sugar, and some garlic. Only one physician and a few
students were in attendance, and they strolled along the corri-
dors where children, women, and men were suffering. The
lack of food and clothing occasioned horrible scenes. At one
corner a mother held in her arms the body of her dying child,
crying for help, which was not given, while three other chil-
dren watched in horror the agony of their dying sister. In
another corner a group of five naked children were huddled
together trying to keep warm. They were orphans, with no
one to care for them. Many more horrible scenes cannot be
described.” On the 6th of April 200 concentrados were mas-
sacred after leaving Havana subsequent to Blanco’s recall of
the concentration order.

In his message of December President McKinley reviewed
the situation, and said that some action would have to be
taken in Cuban affairs. Either we must tacitly assent to these
atrocities by inaction, or we must interfere and put a stop
to them. “The cruel policy of concentration,” he goes on
to say, “ was initiated February 16, 1896. The productive dis-
tricts controlled by the Spanish armies were depopulated.
The agricultural inhabitants were herded in and about the
garrison towns, their lands laid waste and their dwellings de-
stroyed. This policy the late cabinet of Spain justified as a
necessary measure of war, and as a means of cutting off sup-
plies from the insurgents. It has utterly failed as a war meas-
ure. It was not civilized warfare. It was extermination.” It
was clearly evident that this state of things could not long
continue. Spain’s misrule in Cuba was a blot upon civilization,
and affairs were getting worse rather than better. Spanish
policy was little likely to change, if left for its improvement
to Spaniards.

Early in 1898 reliable reports were received from consuls
of the United States in Cuba of yet more abominable atroci-
ties. From Havana: “ The reconcentrado order of General
Weyler transformed 400,000 self-supporting people, principal-
ly women and children, into a multitude; their homes were
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burned, their fields destroyed, and their live stock driven away
or killed. I cstimate that probably 200,000 of the rural popu-
lation of the provinces of Pinar del Rio, Habana, Matanzas,
and Santa Clara have died of starvation.” From Sagua la
Grande: “ There are here 25,000 starving families.” From
Matanzas: “1 found a family of seventeen in an old limekiln,
all dead but three.” From another witness: “In this district
are 90,000 people in a starving condition.” From Santa Clara:
“ Number of deaths in one year 6,981 out of a population of
14,000.”

Desirous of satisfying himself by personal observation, Sen-
ator Proctor, of Vermont, among others, went to Cuba in Feb-
ruary, and on his return stirred the hearts of the American
people by his speech in congress. Senator Gallinger reported
at the capitol a visit to Cuba in March. No picture can be
overdrawn, he said, of the “ utter wretchedness, destitution,
and hellishness in that country. At Havana and Matanzas the
condition of affairs is simply indescribable. The reconcentra-
dos are wedged into all available places in those cities, and are
perishing by the thousand for want of the commonest neces-
saries of life. The best information obtainable leads to the
conclusion that there have been beyond a doubt 400,000 deaths
as a result of Spain’s brutal policy, and the tragedy goes on
from day to day.”

Standing on the floor of congress Senator Thurston said:
“T shall refer to these horrible things no further. They are
there. God pity me, I have seen them! They will remain
in my mind forever. And this is almost the twentieth century.
Christ died nineteen hundred years ago, and Spain is a Chris-
tian nation; she has set up more crosses in more lands, beneath
more skies, and under them has butchered more people in the
name of Christ than all the nations on earth combined.” It
has been estimated by the Spaniards themselves that since the
beginning of this war in 1895 sixty per cent of the light-
colored Cubans, and fifteen per cent of the blacks have died,
and this aside from the loss of Spanish troops, amounting to
125,000 men. This would be a total loss, based upon Cuban
estimates of population, of 640,000 persons.

During the scores of years the native Cubans had been fight-
ing for freedom from Spain, they had been driven from the
cities by Spanish soldiers, and now held larger sections of the
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country through which it was more difficult than ever for
foreign troops to make their way. Under such leaders as Ca-
lixto Garcia, general commanding the Cuban forces at the time
of the United States invasion, they had unsuccessfully fought
for liberty and human rights. And the people of the United
States had long regarded with horror the treatment of the
Cubans by Spain, and questions of interference, annexation,
or purchase had often arisen. But during these many years of
centinued cruelty and injustice, the impression to some extent
in certain quarters was abroad that it was the acquisition of
territory rather than principles of humanity which led to the
protests made from time to time against Spanish colonial policy
as exercised in the islands of America. Gradually, however,
by special investigations made by congress, the truth was
reached, and the outrages were found to be worse than had
been represented. To every appeal, whether in form of re-
quest or demand, Spain now returned a peremptory negative.
Congress became impatient. The people demanded more en-
ergetic measures. The president was heartily with congress
and the people, but he deemed it the duty of the executive
first to exhaust every effort for accomplishing the right by
peaceable measures, before plunging the nation into the heavy
cost and physical horrors of war.

Meanwhile the patience of the nation became exhausted, as
further damning evidence came pouring in, and the president
was criticized by some for those very qualities which were a
crowning merit. It was now fully settled that Cuba should
be free, but the president still hoped that this might be ac-
complished without war. So he asked congress for delay.
Congress became impatient, and still the president requested
more time. The people of the United States felt that it was
impossible for them to stand idly by and witness the wrongs
and cruelties inflicted in the name of colonization on an un-
offending people by such chosen instruments of Spain as Cam-
pos, Weyler, and Blanco. The president was of the same
opinion. Yet he felt it to be his duty to exhaust every pos-
sible means of peaceable solution of the question before re-
sorting to a war which might be regretted afterward.

In Madrid the pressure upon the government for war was
as great as in the United States, the people desiring the pres-
tige of striking the first blow. Weyler was received into favor,
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and his perspicacity in penetrating what he called the hollow
designs of America was highly extolled. Weyler had with him
the popular rabble and the political rabble, that is a low element
among the people and his partisans in the cortes; but the
Spanish government by no means desired war, or saw in it
aught else but defeat. Intelligent Spaniards knew that they
would have in their antagonist a young, wealthy, powerful,
and intelligent nation of nearly eighty millions of people; they
knew, or might have known, were self-knowledge possible for
any of the Latin race, that they were old, worn-out, decrepit,
poverty-stricken, ignorant, and fanatical. Why then did they
not yield gracefully and at once, before coming to blows? For
two reasons: first it was necessary to satisfy their riotous popu-
lace, who knew no better than to think that Spain could over-
come all the armies of the earth, and who would fight their
rulers if their rulers would not fight the Americans; and sec-
ondly, from the insane and essentially feudalistic idea that
honor demanded that concession should first be beaten out
of them before they granted it. Spanish honor is truly a ras-
cally tyrant, requiring its votary to die in a bad cause rather
than live in a righteous one, permitting him to perpetrate any
atrocity, to indulge in lies and treachery, or any iniquity in
the name of war or chivalry, rather than to do the right thing
because it is right.

Owing to this unsettled state of affairs, in which American
sympathies were enlisted and American interests involved, it
was deemed advisable by the United States authorities to dis-
patch a war vessel to Havana, on a friendly visit. The Spanish
government was at the same time invited to return the courtesy,
and the Spanish battleship Vizcaya was sent to New York.

On the morning of the 25th of January, 1898, the battleship
Maine, white as a winged messenger of peace, and flying the
stars and stripes of the American republic, approached the
harbor of Havana, exchanged salutes with the Spanish bat-
teries, and entering came to anchor. Three quiet weeks passed
by, when shortly before ten o’clock on the night of the 15th
of February, a fearful explosion occurred, and the entire for-
ward part of the vessel was blown to destruction. Two hun-
dred and sixty-six men, including two officers, were killed, or so
wounded and mutilated that they soon died. The ship and
its belongings were valued in money at five million dollars.
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A wave of horror swept over the land, and indignation was
expressed in every part of the world. Captain Sigsbee, of the
ill-fated vessel, telegraphs, “ Public opinion should be sus-
pended until further proof.” Nevertheless he says later, “ My
first order on reaching the deck was to post sentries about
the ship. I knew that the Maine had been blown up, and
believed that she had been blown up from the outside. There-
fore I ordered a measure which was intended to guard against
attack. There was the sound of many voices from the shore
suggestive of cheers.”

Congress receives the news in ominous silence, not a word
being officially spoken on the floor of either house. President
McKinley and Secretary-of-the-navy Long express belief that
it was the result of accident. Three days later, after due ex-
amination, evidence of external explosion is found in the
wreck, and Senator Mason asks congress for an investigation. .
Spanish officials at Havana contend that the explosion was
internal, and the result of accident; the congressional board
of inquiry pronounce it to have been outside the ship, from
the firing of a mine,—a floating torpedo, experts said.

The announced purpose of this ship to these waters was
a friendly naval visit, and the diabolical disaster was not per-
mitted immediately to influence war measures. It was diffi-
cult at first for men to believe that within the pale of christen-
dom there were human beings of so fiendish a nature as in-
tentionally to commit so infamous an act. It was difficult
at first to believe that Spain did it; then it became difficult
not so to believe.

The facts were these. Between Spain and the United States
relations were strained. On the seaboard side the harbor was
strongly fortified, evidently against the United States. The
presence of an American warship in these waters was unwel-
come; the request had been made that she should not be sent.
On entering the port she was taken by a Spanish pilot to a par-
ticular mooring buoy, one out of the ordinary course and not in
general use. There she was destroyed and sunk by an explo-
sion from the outside. An explosive capable of destroying a
large battleship is not an article of commerce to be purchased
anywhere by anyone, but is made by or for some government,
and at no small labor and cost. It is needless to say that the
mechanism which wrought this disaster was placed at the buoy
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either before the ship anchored there or after she had come
to anchor. If before, then the ship was placed over the ex-
plosive by the Spaniards; if afterward, then the explosive was
placed under the ship,—certainly not by the Americans. The
conclusion as to instrumentality is obvious.

And the belief that it was a Spanish crime, the result of
Spanish treachery, grew upon the country and the world as
time passed by, and the Spanish character came more clearly
to light under the scrutiny of civilized peoples.

Courts of inquiry were instituted, one by the United States
government and one by the Spanish government; the former
to ascertain the truth of the matter, the latter to keep the
truth as far away as possible. It all turned upon one question,
Was the ship blown up from the inside or from the outside?
If the former, it was an accident, for which no one outside
the ship’s officers and crew could be held responsible; if the
latter, it was a consequence pointing to some Weyler or de
Lome as the origin. The American commissioners decided
that the vessel was blown up from the outside; naturally, the
Spanish commissioners decided that the vessel was blown up
from the inside. Yet in all the discussions of the Cuban situa-
tion by congress and the cabinet, the Maine catastrophe was
so far as possible set aside. However the.matter stood in men’s
minds, it was a fact not proved, and the treatment of the main
issue must be determined from its own evidence.

Armed intervention for the pacification of Cuba was now
the sentiment of a large majority of the American people.
There was no escape from the war. The Spaniards in Cuba
were a medieval horror. Again and again remonstrances had
been sent to Spain, but to no avail. Equivocation and procras-
tination were all the satisfaction that could be wrung from
Spaniards. They objected to any interference on the part of
the United States, promised a more lenient course, and an
immediate termination of the difficulties, but did nothing.
The relief of the suffering Cubans roused a spirit of resent-
ment, culminating in riots in Havana. And because Consul-
general Lee had faithfully reported to his government the
Spanish atrocities, and because foreseeing trouble he had ad-
vised all Americans in Cuba to return to the United States,
on the 5th of March the Spanish authorities requested the
consul’s recall, which request was refused by the United States
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government; but on the 7th of April, fearing for his safety,
he was ordered home, the archives of the American consulate
to be turned over to the British consul. The same day, on
behalf of the European powers, a joint communication was
presented to President McKinley by the diplomatic represent-
atives of France, Germany, Austria-Hungary, Great Britain,
Russia, and Italy expressing a hope that affairs between Spain
and the United States might be amicably adjusted. The presi-
dent replied that he hoped it might be so.

On the 11th of April the president laid before congress a
brief history of a half-century of Cuban insurrections. He
gspoke of the losses to American interests, the barbarous
methods which had shocked the sensibilities and offended the
humane sympathies of the American people, and of the efforts
made by the United States to mediate between Spain and her
revoited colonies, all of which were spurned by the Spanish
government. ‘“The war continued unabated,” the president
goes on to say.  The resistance of the insurgents was in no
wise diminished. The efforts of Spain were increased, both
by the dispatch of fresh levies to Cuba and by the addition
to the horrors of the strife of a new aid in human phase hap-
pily unprecedented in the modern history of civilized Christian
peoples. The policy of devastation and concentration inaugu-
rated by the captain-general’s bando of October 21, 1896, in
the province of Pinar del Rio, was thence extended to embrace
all of the island to which the power of Spanish arms was able
to reach by occupation or by military operations. The peas-
antry, including all dwelling in the open agricultural interior,
were driven into the garrison towns of isolated places held by
the troops. The raising and movement of provisions of all
kinds were interdicted. The fields were laid waste, dwellings
unroofed and fired, mills destroyed, and in short everything
that could desolate the land and render it unfit for human
habitation or support was commanded by one or the other of
the contesting parties, and executed by all the powers at their
disposal. Long trial has proved that the object for which
Spain has waged war cannot be attained. The fire of insurrec-
tion may flame or may smolder with varying seasons, but it
has not been and it is plain that it cannot be extinguished by
present methods. The only hope of relief and repose from
a condition which can no longer be endured is the enforced
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pacification of Cuba. In the name of humanity, in the name
of civilization, in behalf of endangered American interests
which give us the right and the duty to speak and to act, the
war in Cuba must stop.”

Thereupon the President asked power from Congress to put
an end to the conflict, and secure a stable government for the
island, using for the purpose the military and naval forces
of the United States according to necessity. The request was
granted.

Then flashed the fateful words half round the world to
Mira bay :

“ Capture or destroy the Spanish fleet,” said the President.

“I will wipe it from the ocean,” the Commodore replied.

Thus was initiated a new era in the world’s development,
involving a course of events broad in influence as the earth
and as far reaching as time. For thus was Cuba made free,
the last vestige of Spanish authority in America eradicated, the
Philippine islanders rescued from a cruel despotism, and the
supremacy, integrity, and humaneness of the Anglo-American
states vindicated.



CHAPTER IV
THE AWAKENING

SLowLy it dawned on the minds of men that a change had
come over the nation. We were a new America, and the Pa-
cific a new Pacific. While the old remained, certain un-
familiar elements had introduced themselves; fresh intelli-
gence had come into the commonwealth, with bright hopes
pointing to broader fields of usefulness. The fact was upon
us that a free nation can be successfully evolved upon prin-
ciples of equity and humanity.

And like all the evolutions of civilization, this change had
come of its own inherent force, and not through any extrinsic
effort. Men talk now about what should be the policy of the
nation. The nation had no policy in the year of Nmety-
eight. The president had no policy further than to dd" his
duty, according to the best of his ability, each day as it came
to him. There is no harm in such discussion, but while
statesmen are laying down the law of the matter, a higher law
steps in and settles it. Was there a preconcerted plan in the
beginning that we should stir up Spain, liberate Cuba, get
possession of the Philippine islands, and blossom into em-
pire? No. And no more can men make plans for progress
to work itself out on in the future than they could have done
in the past. The destinies of nations are not governed by acts
of parliament. But howsoever or by whatsoever agency it
came, whether by man’s volition or from the mysterious un-
foldings of the great unknown, the change is upon us, posi-
tive and palpable. We are different from what we were, and
we shall always be different; we cannot go back if we would.
A higher intelligence and a stronger power than our own has
moved us from our former course into a way better perhaps
or worse, but into another way. The nation awakes to a reali-
zation of the progress that has been made, of the difference
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not only between the strength and resources of the present
republic a8 compared with the republic of a hundred years
ago, but the difference in the century of advance made by
the United States as compared with that of any other nation.
The American people awoke to find that they have taken a
step out of their beaten path, a step into the dark or into the
light, and they found themselves in a new position, surround-
ed by new and strange conditions. They put forth their
hands to strangle a monster, and behold they grasped empire!

Clearly it is not of our own creation; no one can lay claim
to the invention of the year of Ninety-eight, or of any part
of it. It is destiny; and in it all we thankfully recognize a
power preéminent in all the principles of greatness. Said
President Tucker, of Dartmouth, “ The supreme outcome of
the war is a new consciousness in the American people.”
There was a quickening of thought throughout the land, and
a stimulation of inquiry, not only in the halls of education
and legislation, but in the shops and farm-houses, in the
marts of commerce and manufactures. New forces came into
play; new and untried issues were thrust upon us which were
destined to affect the future of the world, and we must meet
them. Success, which had come to us so suddenly, so over-
whelmingly, placed our country at once in the position of
guardian of justice and human rights.

As the national mind emerged from the mazes of new de-
velopments, problems one after another were thrown for so-
lution upon the president and people by rapidly succeeding
events. War had been declared; four wonderful months had
passed by, and then the end. Scarcely a mistake had been
made; not a single setback in Cuba, Porto Rico, or the Philip-
pines. Large bodies of troops had been landed successfully
on hostile shores. The loss of life from disease was less than
had been anticipated. Every gun fired had proclaimed to the
world freedom and humanity, and the powers of the world
recognized the voice, and while they hated it they refrained
from interference. The avowed purpose having been ac-
complished the war became a memory, and was laid aside as
an incident; the grave issues which arose during the con-
flict came to the front, marking a new era in American opin-
ion and policy.

With the new Pacific there came a new patriotism. Ameri
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cans became more intensely Americans, more one and indivisi-
ble than ever before. It was a patriotism of an order dif-
ferent from that which finds expressions in Fourth-of-July
buncombe, or in Chinese expulsion, or in negro suffrage. An
intense pride of race was at once engendered, which was the
primary cause of our sudden friendship for England and Eng-
lish-speakers every where, finding as we did so much that was
despicable in the Latin race. Nor was it narrow prejudice,
but rather a fuller realization of facts purchased by experi-
ence. If we are willing to admit thus suddenly falling in love
with ourselves, we may at least claim that it was with the
nobler part of ourselves. If we were proud of ourselves, it
was not of our brutality, our cunning, our chicane, but of the
better principles of humanity which had led us on to high
achievement. It was a patriotism which filled us'with pride
for a country which bred men for such deeds, and for institu-
tions which yielded such results. An American in Asia ex-
pressed the feelings which inspired millions of Americans in
America. “ When the news of Dewey’s victory was con-
firmed ”, he says, “ I was the biggest man in Hongkong. My
chest went out a foot, and I was twenty years younger. You
should have seen me strut, and every one in Hongkong
touched his hat to me.”

The war with all its victories had come upon the American
people like a whirlwind, and we had now before us the be-
wildering consequences. In the first flush of success we
paused, standing in awe of ourselves, of our prowess. Won-
deringly we beheld our work,and deemed it great,and ourselves
great. We had but leaned against the pillars of this Penin-
sula, and lo! it had crumbled to dust. Spain was a mighty
nation, old as christianity, once owner of half the world;
how easily we had conquered her! Then we reflected; the
Spaniards are a people of many to-morrows; old age brings
decrepitude; with their second rate ships, and antiquated
guns, and poor marksmen, two thousand of them being un-
able to kill a single man of us in open fight,—perhaps it was
not so brilliant an achievement as we had thought; and if
we are a world power, then the other powers of the world are
not so potential after all.

War is an evil, though not always or altogether evil. All
wars are brutal, but not all are base. As a rule war is de-
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moralizing, because as a rule it is waged on one side or on
both sides in an ignoble cause. The last Franco-German
war was wholly base on both sides, born of hatred and jeal-
ousy, without principle and without one redeeming feature.
What were nine-tenths of all the wars of history but displays
of bloody fanaticism, and the lust of gain and glory. Wars
for national independence, for national integrity, for the
cause of humanity are not, in the outcome, however they
may be in the action, demoralizing, but ennobling to a peo-
ple, and that throughout all time. There is not an American,
who can truly be called a man, who is not morally better and
stronger by reason of our war with Spain. For he is one of
a nation that has uplifted all the nations in setting higher
than ever before the standards of international morality.
The apprehension expressed by Professor Bryce that the con-
quering spirit may be developed by our late acquisitions loses
somewhat of its force when we remember that this was not a
war of conquest, that territory came as an incident and not
as an object. There are surely no signs at present apparent
on the part of the people of a serious accession to the war
spirit.

The only unjust war our country ever waged, the only war
for territory, so wrought upon the national conscience and
the popular mind as to create a strong aversion to fighting or
looting our neighbors; and that too after paying Mexico $15,-
000,000 hush money. The two were wholly different in the
inception, the war with Mexico and the war with Spain. The
former grew out of the desire of Polk and his politicians for
more slave territory; the sole purpose of the latter was to
right a great wrong, and deliver our borders from the curse
of Spanish medievalism. Additional domain came in both
instances; yet there are no signs of our coveting more; the
American people now as hitherto seem to know when they
have enough. Another fear expressed is that we will be-
come a military nation. For that matter we have always been
military enough to wage successful war when we deemed war
necessary; we are now military enough to put such men and
machinery in the field as to accomplish any purpose we are
likely to undertake. It is not bad to be able to fight; it is
only bad to fight in a bad cause. To reasonably increase and
render more efficient our navy; to have military schools of
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high efficiency turning out graduates enough properly to of-
ficer and drill a million or two of volunteer troops in any emer-
gency, will not tax the resources of the nation very severely.
As for a large standing army or a too cumbersome navy, they
are not necessary in the United States, where the people are
an army and navy unto themselves, as has in every instance
been amply proved.

A good navy, however, during the present era of dismem-
berments, and the seizure and appropriation of half the world
by the other half, is a good thing, though it is a question if
it is wise for England and France to put all their money into
warships. It may come to this, however; for in going forth
to fight the world it is best to be the best armed; so when
England adds fifty to her five hundred ships France must
add a hundred, while Russia stands by figuring it up, and
makes 1000 ships matched against 1000 equivalent to fifty
matched against fifty, and so proposes to the powers, “ Let
us limit ourselves to fifty fighting ships each”, which of
course reduces the whole thing to an absurdity. For if by
convention the fighting powers of each nation is limited to
a certain standard or grade, why not as well each lay aside
all his strength as a part of it, and so stop fighting altogether,
which indeed were the wiser course.

Our few warships were found of service in the late mis-
understanding with Spain. The general opinion after the
war was that the army and navy should both be increased,
the former perhaps to 100,000 men, and the latter by twenty
to fifty ships. The fighting potentiality of the United States
rests not so much upon a standing army as upon the navy.
The popularity of the cause is more than either; for if the
cause be sufficiently popular as to unite in opinion the several
sections and classes of the republic, the necessary millions of
men and money will always be forthcoming. In a cause
which inspires his enthusiasm, and properly officered, the
United States volunteer is an effective fighter,—courageous,
cool, and obedient to discipline. The navy has so lately spoken
for itself that it needs no praise from me. In numbers of
ships and men, England’s navy comes first in the world;
after that in the order named the navies of France, Russia,
and Germany. With the completion of the ships now build-
ing, the United States will be fourth in ships and men, be-
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ing surpassed only by Great Britain, France, and Russia.
Thus we find that we have become a naval as well as a military
power, and are daily becoming greater. The spirit of progress
inspires the people. Humanity joins hands with patriotism
and high endeavor. We have seen the importance of a navy,
and we will never be without such a one as will place us on a
fair footing with other nations. We have seen how, had
Dewey failed at Manila, Hawaii and the entire Pacific coast
would have been at the mercy of Spain, and this war would
have had a different history. Dewey’s engagement should be
classed among the decisive battles of the world, an issue af-
fecting the destinies of nations as well as the minor affairs of
men so long as America and Asia shall continue to make his-
tory. The wars of Europe and America for the past century
have cost 5,000,000 of men and $20,000,000,000. Our revo-
lutionary war cost $135,000,000; our civil war cost the north
$3,400,000,000, and the south as much more in money and
destruction of property. Compare these figures with the rel-
ative wealth of nations based upon the records, where Spain
is placed at $11,300,000,000; Italy, $15,800,000,000; Aus-
tria, $22,560,000,000; Russia, $32,125,000,000; Germany,
$40,260,000,000; France, $47,950,000,000; Great Britain,
$59,030,000,000; and the United States at $81,750,000,000.

Immediately after the war attention was given to coast de-
fences and the emplacement of heavy guns. The value of
forts, shore batteries, and submarine mines was fully demon-
strated at Cuba and Porto Rico, and appropriations were
made for the better protection of our ports on the Pacific.

From the present point of view we can see that the war with
Spain was inevitable. If not of our own seeking, it was none
the less impossible for us to avoid it; for involved in the
issue were principles which if not solved would have blocked
the wheels of progress. It settled within a brief period vital
points affecting the human race which otherwise might have
dragged themselves along undetermined throughout the cen-
tury. The time had come when despotism of whatsoever
nature could no longer be maintained on the borders of the
American republic. So it had been with slavery, polygamy,
tyranny; so it will be with other barbarisms which perhaps
we now unwittingly harbor.

We are told by those abroad, and we often repeat it to
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ourselves, that we are now a power of the first class among
nations, a moral and political power as well as a fighting
power. To fight it is necessary to be armed. A small stand-
ing army will keep affairs in order at home and on the islands,
but would prove of little avail among the powers of Europe.
The greatest power now is the one that has the largest navy,
with the men and money to keep it in a state of the highest
efficiency. We have no fear of the land legions of any nation;
we have always at hand the material from which to improvise
an army of several millions, but it would be of little use
abroad; we have, however, great respect for a great navy,
particularly when it comes booming and bombarding along
our coasts. To be powerful, a navy must to some extent be
ponderous; and yet, personnel is more than ponderosity.
The potential power of the French navy may be ten times
that of the United States, and yet it by no means follows that
the navy of Irance can sink the navy of the United States.
It is doubtful if the battleship Oregon would have fled be-
fore Cervera’s fleet had they met in open ocean. We may be
sure that her commander sailed the high seas without thought
of avoiding encounter, whatever the instructions from Wash-
ington.

Yes; every one says that the United States is now a great
power, one of the great powers of the world; meaning of
course a great military power, or naval power, or possibly and
perhaps necessarily in connection with its militarism, a money
power. Few consider the nobler strength and prestige falling
on the nation by this episode of 1898, the moral preéminence
attained. We feel it already in our politics, in the better
quality of manhood that is coming forward to assume the
duties of government and society. No nation can fight such
battles, and for such a cause, without being the better for it.
There is where our true power lies, a power to live for and
die for, the strength to be true to high principles, and to do
good to our fellow men.

The naval lessons of the war are not without significance.
The first is that manhood and seamanship are as essential to
success as good guns and expert gunners. It was said that
but for the Oregon, at the Santiago naval fight, the Colon
would have escaped, and but for the engineer, who had saved
up some good coal and knew how to use it to the best ad-
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vantage in the chase, the Oregon would have been left behind.
Thus to the engineer we may accredit the capture of the
enemy’s vessel and the glorious outcome of the engagement.
Next to a navy, and the money to maintain it, coaling-stations
are an essential of international power. England has long
seen this, and her stations for coaling at convenient points
and distances apart give her the advantage over any govern-
ment of five times the naval strength not having this advan-
tage. This vital convenience, totally lacking before the war,
the United States now has in all the waters where it will ever
be required,—unless our imperialism shall some day embrace
Europe and Africa as well as Asia and America,—to a greater
extent perhaps than any other nation except Great Britain.
Besides the increase of army and navy, provision for the
future was proposed to be made by laying up an emergency
supply of coal of a half a million tons in storage ships and
naval stations in the ports along the Atlantic, Pacific, and
gulf coasts, and on the islands of the West Indies and the Pa-
cific.

Mr James Bryce and Carl Schurz both argue that the cost
of a navy for the defences of Cuba and Hawaii would be more
than the profit of their acquisition. In answer we would say
that these countries were not acquired for profit in the first
place; and secondly, why is not a powerful navy as necessary
for the protection of our Atlantic and Pacific seaboards as for
the protections of the islands adjacent? True, the inhabi-
tants of these tropical islands are unfit either for self-govern-
ment or for the adoption of American institutions; but the
present natives, what they are or what they desire is not the
whole of the problem which comes up for solution. There
are comparatively few natives left. We do not propose cruel-
ty, inhumanity, injustice, or any but the fairest dealing with
them; but there are other things to be considered, among
them the possibilities of these lands and their value to civili-
zation. I think if the true sentiment of the American people
were ascertained, it would be found that they care very little
for the cost of this war, or the cost of governing the islands.
What we prize as the outcome of it is the new quality of man-
hood achieved or.discovered. What we need as a nation is to-
spend, not to hoard money. This farm of Uncle Sam’s is
sadly in need of improvements and repairs, which if made



62 THE NEW PACIFIC

would increase its value four fold. The money given therefor
would be an investment rather than an expenditure. If our
law-makers would learn how properly to invest money in the
greatly needed requirements of the nation, instead of clogging
such legislation while squandering millions on needless meas-
ures affecting their politics or reélection to office, we should
soon have a merchant marine, an interoceanic canal, and the
great interior desert intersected by irrigating ditches, and
spanned by government railways delivering the inhabitants
from the tyranny of a commercial despotism under which
they have groaned for a third of a century.

As previously intimated, battleships and coast defences will
play more important parts than inland armies in determining
future issues. This was made evident no less by the war be-
tween Japan and China, where the capture of coast fortifica-
tions resulted in the subjugation of a vast empire by a nation
of one twelfth the size and of far inferior resources, than by
our war with Spain, where a two hours play of war vessels
determined the contest. The United States navy was brought
to its present state of efficiency by years of training, which
the national habitsprevented in the Spanish navy. This under-
lying element of work is the fundamental and characteristic
difference between the two peoples, and explains the differ-
ence in their progress,—intelligent labor and thoroughness
on one side, laziness and procrastination on the other. Pom-
posity will not serve instead of discipline in the hour of bat-
tle. The declaration of war found Dewey at Hongkong and
Sampson off the coast of Florida, engaged not in loud talk
and long siestas, but in drilling their men in gunnery and
naval tactics; and the world knows the result.

If war is an evil, it is at the same time a luxury, the great-
est of luxuries, men paying for it more than for all other lux-
uries combined. Progress is a battle, and is usually acceler-
ated by battles. The new life is fed by death. Europe kills
10,000,000 of her own people, and 10,000,000 of Africans and
Asiatics, every hundred years. The institutions of Christian
nations are fertilized by the blood of their own people. These
economics of the universe seem to us poor mortals bad econo-
my. The slaughter of 20,000,000 men, leaves desolate double
that number of women and children. Then again, to kill
these 20,000,000 men costs according to fair estimates £3,000,-
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000,000. Wholesale as has been the slaughter, it has cost the
powers £150 to kill each man, and as for the victims, not one
in ten knew for what cause he fought or why he should be
killed, further than the pounds or pence per month wage.
The willingness for war on the part of the American people
was not for the indulgence of a vulgar trial of strength or
brutal encounter, but a natural and almost unconscious im-
pulse to rescue the oppressed and lift up the down-trodden.

Our late war with Spain was peculiar in many respects. It
was short and decisive; was attended by limited loss of life;
was free as possible from hate, cruelty, or revenge, and when
the vanquished sued for terms, they were accorded in a spirit
of fairness unattended by any great unnecessary humiliation.
For so small an affair it yielded great returns. It was a profit-
able conflict to both victor and vanquished. It was worth to
Spain all it cost in delivering her from her unprofitable col-
onies; and it was worth to the United States many times its
cost as an object lesson, teaching men how to kill their fellow
men gracefully, humanely, and in all Christian charity.
Never before was seen in war such zeal and patriotism unat-
tended by enmity, and where there was such an absence of
any desire to inflict wanton injury upon the enemy. But
whether we are the better or the worse for the war, we are
no longer the same. We have changed; not designedly or by
our own volition, but suddenly and unconsciously. Dewey’s
victory transformed the American people into a new nation
with new opinions and purposes, and from that point ever to
go forward and not backward. Undo the victory, throw away
the islands, turn back a leaf in the book of fate; all of no
avail. We may read of ourselves as we were on that first of
May, as we would rcad of a people who lived a hundred years
ago.

There have been wars which advanced civilization and
proved a blessing to mankind, and there have been wars which
from first to last were nothing but a curse. Most of the world’s
wars will have to be placed in the latter category, the wars of
the Alexanders and Cwmsars; the wars of the great Peters and
Fredericks, and of the scourge Napoleon; religious wars, and
such foolish fighting as the French and Prussian war, all
these have been and are unmitigated evil.

If true what John Bright said in the house of commons
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regarding our civil war: “ We see that the government of the
United States has for two years past been contending for its
life, and we know that it is contending necessarily for human
freedom. That government affords the remarkable example
offered for the first time in the history of the world, of a
great government coming forward as the organized defender
of law, freedom, and equality ”—if this be true and praise-
worthy, then we may say with equal confidence that never
before appeared a great nation, in open battle and apart from
all fanaticism as the avowed champion of humanity.

A further effect of our naval victories was to inspire with
confidence and enthusiasm not only the government and peo-
ple at large but the entire personnel of every branch of the
service, naval and military; also to remove all fear for the
Pacific American coast, and to lessen the rates of insurance
on goods and vessels in the merchant marine service. War
usually brings more of good or evil than is promised at the
outset. Likewise men go to war for one thing and get an-
other. Independence was not the supreme idea at the be-
ginning of our war with Great Britain, nor the abolition of
slavery in our civil war. The poorest result of the war with
Spain, the object least worth attainment was the acquisition
of these tropical islands, for which we have little use; but
there remain to us as trophies, worth many times their cost,
a more refined consciousness of the right, a love of liberty for
others as well as for ourselves, higher aspiration, and firmer
principles. It was felt that the destiny of the American peo-
ple is toward whatever is best for humanity, toward the larg-
est enlightenment and the uplifting of the human race. The
wars of America have all been successful, have all been bless-
ings, however horrible in the achievement, have all been hon-
orable and for righteous cause,—all save one, the inglorious
war with Mexico for slave territory. Our wars with England
gave us national independence; our civil war saved the integ-
rity of the nation; our war with Spain gives us new being,
elevation of thought and feeling, expansion of ideas and in-
tellect with expanded domain. When we include Spain as
among the beneficiaries of the war it is in a material sense
that is implied; no teaching by example or otherwise would
have much influence with the dry bones of the Peninsula,
but the benefit accrues in another way. It was a blessing to
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Spain to lose her island colonies. Whatever they may have
been to her in the past, they could never bring her any thing
in the future but trouble and loss. They were diseased mem-
bers of a diseased trunk; amputation was necessary, and the
price paid the surgeon was none too high. A single decade
of Cuban war, from 1868 to 1878, cost Spain 200,000 troops
and many millions of money; the cost of another war decade,
say from 1896 to 1906, could Spain and Cuba have survived
8o long, it is impossible to estimate.

Even England’s loss of colonies was a gain to her. By
that loss she learned a lesson which brought her profit in the
end. Spain is too old and too conceited to learn. But di-
rectly as well as indirectly, it is plain to-day that England is
the better off for America’s independence. Look at Canada.
Would England wish to be mother of another child like that?
Are we not worth more to her in pounds sterling as a rich
cousin, a buyer of her merchandise, a world power allied in
blood and sentiment, than as a thriftless child of grace?

If Spain did us a good turn in coming forward to be beaten,
we have returned the obligation in doing our work well. If
it is well for Americans to know their strength, it is well for
Spain to know her weakness. Not that there is any thing to
be proud of, now that we know what we have done, in giving
a drubbing to an old woman in her dotage; but the exercise
and experience may prove of use in more serious engagements.
If Spain would now toll her bell, ring herself out of the
category of fighting nations, disarm, and join the tsar’s peace
brigade, it would be a happy consummation, dispelling all
her woes. She can the better afford to do this at the present
time, not having many arms left to dispose of, and those of
little value. It must be said in justice to American chivalry
and sentiment, that the people did not know how poor and
pitiful the Spanish nation had become, or they would not
have regarded their victories as such high achievements.

The more immediate effect of the war in the United States
was to fill the hearts and minds of the people with joy and
thankfulness, not unmingled with grave considerations re-
garding the new and broad responsibilities thus suddenly
laid upon them. There has been a great awakening the
world over, politically and commercially, owing to the grand
and unexpected display of wealth and power on the part of
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the United States, and in the sudden transformation in the
condition of affairs in the Orient. It is no longer alone the
powers of Europe in Asia, but the powers of Europe and
America in Asia. It tended to enlarge the national ideas
and strengthen the national character, and bring home to
the minds not only of our own citizens but of the citizens
of the world, ‘a fuller realization of the high destiny of the
American people. It opened the eyes not only of foreign
powers and peoples, but of Americans themselves, to what
stature and strength as a nation we have attained. To the
oriental mind America appears in a wholly new light. Every
American legation and consulate, not only in the east but
throughout the world, was at once elevated and strengthened.
Every American, whether at home or abroad, feels prouder
of his country, while he remembers that he too is an American.

It was indeed a New Pacific on which our eyes opened after
the war; an ocean of limitless potentialities; opportunities
for enlarging our commerce, for extending the influence of
free institutions, and while benefiting ourselves benefit all
the world. Here might be preached the religion of industry,
and a new faith in the human race promulgated. Coming to
us as a gift not of our own seeking, these Atlantic isles and
Pacific archipelagoes, there is none the less with the gift a
sacred obligation whose responsibility we dare not shirk. For
with the obligation fortune gives us opportunity, which im-
plies duty. We can exercise an influence for good over the
people which we have been thus unexpectedly called upon to
govern, and help to modify, perhaps, the evil designs of Eu-
rope in Asia.

Events followed one another in such startling rapidity as
often to leave no time for deliberation, and no honorable
alternative. Thus after the Maine explosion, war must fol-
low; after. the Manila bay victory the Philippines must be
taken; after the attack on our forces by the insurgents, they
must be fought. We were without choice in these matters;
destiny seemed to be ruling us, even as it rules us now, for if
we would not see the glory of Ninety-eight turned into our
shame, the Aguinaldo rebellion must be put down at any
cost.

Men’s eyes were opened as well to what will be as to what
has been. If during the past century, or a little more, the two
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Americas have been delivered from European despotism and
made free; if from the institutions of mediseeval monarchies
this vast area has become republican,—for Canada is as free
as any republic, more republican indeed than any of the Span-
ish American republics; if with freedom have also been
gained the services of steam and electricity, the advantages
of scores of inventions, as railways and steamships, agri-
cultural implements and mining machinery, manufacturing
plants with their endless improvements great and emall,—if
all this and more be the result of one century’s work, what
will be the result of a second century of like labor in the
same ratio of progression?

From this war new social and political mechanisms are
evolved. Possibilities and probabilities never before con-
templated at once presented themselves. We are to take our
place with the other powers of the world in the affairs of the
Far East, and In the commercial development of the Pacific.
For besides a moral and political power we have become an
industrial power. Our line of tropical islands with conti-
nental possessions extending to the north pole, give soil and
climate for the successful growth of every species of plants
the earth produces. Of minerals, forests and all other natural
wealth we have unlimited supplies. Already exports exceed
imports, while our manufactures are taking the first place in
all the markets of the world. A world’s power indeed! And
let it always be as it has been, a power for the true, the bene-
ficial, and the good.

There was no sudden rise in the price of products, as is
usually the case in war time, particularly when attended by a
depreciation of the national currency. As business continued
to improve after the war, prices advanced, more particularly
manufactured articles of iron and copper. Later, agricultural
products advanced; also coal and oil, and chemicals. And
as wealth accumulated, and money massed itself in trusts and
monopolies, there was at the same time a breaking down of
trade barriers, and openings of new highways of commerce.
The prosperity of the nation never was greater; the profits
from industry covered the cost of the war many times over.

Early in 1899 the New York market for securities showed
an increage of business to 1,500,000 shares a day without a
break, owing primarily to the large successive crops of the
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past two years, which sold abroad at good prices, thus swell-
ing exports while imports decreased, and so leaving a surplus
for investment in home securities. Commercial confidence
was further increased by the settled state of the silver ques-
tion, no fear being entertained of currency fluctuations. Then
there were the increased earnings of the railroads, the out-
put of iron and the exports of manufactures, the large pay-
ments through the clearing-houses, and the low rate of in-
terest, all tending to an increase of business. This is all the
more phenomenal because the people of the United States
during the past three decades have lived in a lethargy of ap-
parent inactivity and business depression, but undergoing in
reality great prosperity. Therefore the war and its results
come upon us as a crisis, which requires to some extent a read-
justment of aflairs in order properly to be met. Until our
eyes were thus opened we did not know the extent of our
prosperity during those dull times, how population had in-
creased, ideas advanced, art and science enlarged, and even
industry, commerce, and wealth wonderfully increased. In
Blackwood’s Magazine one writes: “ Unless all the signs de-
ceive, the American republic breaks from her old moorings
and sails out to be a world power. Whether the start has
been well made—with sagacity, with dignity, with due cir-
cumspection and preparedness against internal disturbance,
for example,—is for the Americans to consider. For our part,
we must acknowledge that the movement is perfectly natural,
if not mysteriously imperative; and also entirely their affair.
And then, taking account of another illustration of the way
in which history repeats itself, with so little modification by
moral forces, we must shape our conduct accordingly.”

It was apparent before the war was over that it would bring
to the Pacific immediate commercial prosperity and a great
industrial future. American products would be more than
ever a necessity in Asia, and American goods find favor more
and more in Australia and South America. The Pacific
United States were now in a position to take the lead in com-
merce and industries in all eastern Asiatic countries. New
fields were offered for the extension of American industry,
new openings for investment, and new enterprises for the
energies of active young men. Opportunities for business
were offered in the newly conquered and annexed islands, but
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perhaps not better than those existing in most parts of the
United States. First of all capital was required; then these
tropical lands were not the place for white labor, though a
limited number of young Americans might find employment
and advancement as clerks and managers. The islands of
Cuba, Porto Rico, Hawaii, the Ladrones, and the Philippines
will be no inconsiderable factor in supplying the United
States with the $250,000,000 worth of tropical products annu-
ally consumed. Tropical lands have acquired a more pro-
nounced value since the war, for the fact is now better under-
stood that the land is limited which will successfully grow
those great requirements of civilization, coffee, tobacco, and
sugarcane.

The problems of Cuba, the Hawaiian islandg, and the Nicar-
agua canal, which for a half century had been discussed, were
solved by the war on the instant and without friction. The
canal became a palpable necessity; Cuban freedom was the
primary issue; possession of the Hawaiian islands was deemed
essential to the peace and security of our Pacific seaboard.
An impetus was given to interoceanic canal projects, though
their advance was hampered by politics in legislation. Porto
Rico, Nicaragua, Hawaii, and the Philippines are nearly on a
latitudinal line, which fact carries its own commercial signifi-
cance. The British admiralty authorities at once conceived
the plan of converting Kingston harbor into a naval station
and dockyard of the first grade, making of Jamaica a second
Gibraltar.

There are always to be found in every legiglative body men
who will oppose any measure, no matter how essential it may
be or how palpably advantageous to the commonwealth.
They oppose upon either instinct or interest. Enough of
such men would stifle to destruction all prosperity, and kill
any country. Though always favored with some such in
congress, let us be thankful they are not many. Opinions are
so easily influenced by self-interests. It is not to be ex-
pected that a railroad man should ever be brought to see any
benefit to accrue from the Nicaragua canal. One senator
stoutly opposed expansion, “because of its conflict with the
sugar-beet interests of our state, and the damage to American
labor.” That is to say, the whole United States must forever
forego progress for fear of injuring an insignificant industry
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or of giving work to Chinamen. An order of statesmanship
new to Americans is now demanded, a statesmanship able to
adjust colonial interests and govern colonial dependencies; a
statesmanship broad and enlightened enough to deliver from
anarchy strange peoples, and teach them the blessings of
liberty, humanity, and self-government; above all a less self-
ish statesmanship, one less given to place-seeking and dema-
gogisnu.

Under the present dispensation it is ordained that progress
ghall be ever a struggle between the better and the worse,
and that to the strong it is given to determine the issue. The
late conflict with Spain is but one in a series of many con-
flicts for the self-emancipation of mankind, which may be
followed along the highways of history from the time of King
John to the time of Washington and Lincoln. In the early
ages a vast despotism overwhelmed and blinded the human
race, and from that day to this man has had to fight for his
freedom. In this war we were fighting for freedom, if not
for ourselves then for our neighbor. While we were secur-
ing our own independence, Cuba should have been securing
hers, as others of her race were doing shortly afterward, and
so continued until America for the most part became an
America of republics.

We find in the American people, to a greater extent than
was ever before realized, and as is equally found in no other
people, inherent forces evolving the highest good. Our altru-
ism is of the homely practical kind, and of whose strength
and capabilities we are scarcely conscious until occasion brings
them out. Interested as we are in so much that is selfish, the
mind dwells little on disinterested duty, so that we scarcely
recognize it as such when it comes, but rather regard it as
the old selfishness in some ncw guise. And so perhaps it is;
but better that than the low brutal selfishness of egoism.

As the fifteenth century was the transition period from the
middle ages to modern times, with the removal of the seat of
civilization from eastern to western Europe, so may the twen-
tieth century become the period of a new transition from the
present to a yet higher culture, with the removal of the seats
of empire and progress from Europe to America, and from
the Atlantic to the Pacific. The better to realize the broad
significance of this conquest of the Spaniards, this uplifting
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of international ideals, the advance of humane thought and
action, nobler perceptions of liberty and human rights, im-
agine the result in case of our defeat; imagine the arrest of
progress, retrogression, national paralysis, the iniquities of
Spain established as the proper ideal of Christian civilization,
and liberty, humanity, and the principles of republicaniem
hurled into the dust. What greater calamity could have come
upon the world than the defeat of the United States by the
Spaniards in the vear of Ninety-eight? Think of it! Medize-
valism triumphant; the baser parts of Christian civilization
as represented in the Latin race, triumphant; tyranny, cru-
clty, wrong, injustice, barbarity, all triumphant !

Perhaps no questions affecting the interests of any people
were ever more fully discussed than those relating to the dis-
position of the conquered islands. Were we caught in the
meshes of an enforced imperialism, or were we still free agents
to exercise our judgment in the matter, and if so what should
he our determination? Paramount over all was the question,
What shall we do with the Philippines? Shall we give them
back to Spain; shall we turn them over to be partitioned
among the European powers, the United States government re-
taining its share; shall we sell them to some European govern-
ment,or to Japan; turn them over to the natives and give them
autonomy, with or without a protectorate; or keep them, and
if so under what form of government, military rule, or civil,
colonial or territorial, or full statehood? As to Cuba, we were
pledged to autonomy; Porto Rico we would take as a relic
of the war or partial indemnity ; but the Philippines?

Shall we expand and assume dictatorship over distant tropi-
cal territory which we will never colonize, or rest content over
home affairs? If we keep these islands, we adjoin European
possessions in Asia at a point where war is most likely to break
out, in which case our dignity would require their defence.

Do we want expansion? Do we want empire in the East?
Do we want to mingle in the quarrels of the Europeans over
their lootings of the Asiatics?

Do we want these far away tropical isles with their hybrid
inhabitants? Have we not already absorbed in the veins of
our republicanism, in the stolid African and the low European,
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enough of the scum of humanity? Were it not better to prune
and cultivate than to grow more weeds?

Do we desire eternal isolation? Do we wish forever to con-
fine our energies, our intelligence, our influence within their
present limits? Do we wish to restrict the benefits of our free
and ennobling institutions to ourselves alone ?

Can we do better in these respects in the future than in
the past? Have we not prospered in the pursuance of our
present policy? Why plunge into the intricacies of the un-
known when we have a happy experience for a guide? Did
not Washington and Jefferson, the founders of this republic,
know the best course for a republic to pursue? Can we im-
prove upon the wisdom of those whose teachings have made
us what we are?

All the world was curious as to what America would do, and
free with advice as to what she should do. But more especially
in our own country rose the talk higher than the west wind,
where every newspaper, every college undergraduate, every ed-
ucated or uneducated person held his own opinion, and was
by no means backward in expressing it; and where too the
subject assumed an endless variety of phases.

Some genius for statistics, out of 500 leading newspapers
of the United States, counted up those for and those against
imperialism, or expansion, with this result: In the south there
were 55 for expansion and 64 against it; in the west, for
expansion 126, against expansion 51; in New England, for
expansion 61, against it 42; in the middle states, for expan-
sion 63, against it 36; summary, for expansion 305, against
expansion 193.




CHAPTER V
THE FAR EAST

THE history of China begins in fable and ends in foolish-
ness. It has been running so long that there is little wonder
its pace is now somewhat slow. Unfortunately the Tartar
element intruded itself and mixed up the dynasties, so that
the line from the gods is not quite so direct as in Japan, but
it is longer, and therefore older, and therefore more respect-
able. They have almost as many gods as their neighbor,
though they did not make them quite so rapidly. War, here,
has not been so frequent as in Christian lands, where the gos-
pel of peace preached in the pulpit is fought to a conclusion
in the field. We find narrated in the history of China oc-
casional rebellions, but they have arisen from temporal causes,
and not from spiritual dogmas.

The history of China is very long; I shall not attempt to
tell it here. Suffice it to say that the reign of Whang-ti began
2758 B C, though the first emperor, Fuhhi, had flourished
2,000 years hefore. So broad and so old was the land, that
many gods were made, and many people with whom to feed
them, and dynasties followed in quick succession, that is to
say, half a thousand years apart, as the great Yu rulership,
the Hin dynasty, the Shang, Chau, Tsin, and scores of other
dynasties. Not to be outdone, the Japanese historian will re-
cite you off scores of mikados to one dynasty, and as many
dynasties as you may choose to have. History is plentiful and
cheap on the other side of the Pacific, and though taught in
the schools the students become greybeards before they reach
the last chapter.

The Chinese race is of celestial origin; it had no beginning,
and will have no end, that is to say if the European powers
graciously permit continued existence. So the sages hold,
pointing at the same time to a little indigenous band, roam-
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ing naked and houseless and fireless so very long ago in the
forests of Shan-se, the Chinese cradle of the race. From
these, whether from heaven or earth, sprang the people whom
the great Jenghis conquered; for every where it appears that
nature provides a people for stronger nations to conquer, and
a religion for stronger religions to subvert. Fire came as
usual from the friction of two sticks, and fire discovered iron
to the Chinese as it discovered glass to the Pheenicians, by
the burning of wood in the former case on brown earth, and
in the latter on sand. The princess Se-ling-she, 4,000 years
ago and more, saw the silk-worms make their cocoons, the
fine filaments of which she unravelled and wove into a web
of cloth. China’s history is full, as well as long; and for
what follows, the reader is referred to Confucius, Laon-tze,
and Mencius, whose writings fill a house.

Ancient history enters China from the northwest, and fol-
lows the course of the river Hoang-ho, on whose banks were
erected the cities of those who conquered the aborigines, and
began the building of the Chinese empire, long before the
savage tribes in the valleys of the Yangtse were molested by
strangers from afar, which was at least 2,000 years ago.

The attention of medieval Europe was freshly drawn to
Cathay, as China was then called, by the conquests of Jenghis
Khan in the 13th century; but 1,500 years before this the
flowery land was known to the ancients, and mapped by
Ptolemy as a terra incognita, beyond which was neither habi-
tation nor navigation. Before the return of Marco Polo from
his wanderings in China, Joannes de Plano Carpini, com-
panion of St Francis of Assisi, who was present at the Mongol
invasion of eastern Europe in 1241, and in Mongolia three
vears later, and saw the Chinese in the bazaars of the great
Khan’s camps, wrote the first description we have of the
Kitai, as he called the Cathayans. “Now these Kitai,” he
says, “ are heathen men, and have a written character of their
own. They seem, indeed, to be kindly and polished folks
enough. They have no beard, and in character of counte-
nance have a considerable resemblance to the Mongols, but
are not so broad in the face. They have a peculiar language.
Their betters as craftsmen in every art practised by man are
not to be found in the whole world. Their country is very
rich in corn, in wine, in gold and silver, in silk, and in every
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kind of produce tending to the support of mankind.” And
by another of these Franciscan friars, William of Rubruk, in
1253, a yet more graphic account is given of the people of
China. “ Further on is Great Cathay,” he writes, * which I
take to be the country anciently called the Land of the
Seres, for the best silk stuffs are still got from them. Those
Cathayans are little fellows, speaking much through the nose,
and as is general with all those eastern people their eyes are
very narrow. They are first rate artists in every kind, and
their physicians have a thorough knowledge of the virtues
of herbs, and an admirable skill in diagnosis by the pulse.
The common money of Cathay consists of pieces of cotton
paper, about a palm in length and breadth, upon which cer-
tain lines are printed resembling the seal of Mangu Khan.
They do their writing with a pencil, such as painters paint
with, and a single character of theirs comprehends several
letters, so as to form a whole word.” Thus in these mission-
ary epistles we have not only the first written account of the
Chinese people, their appearance, character, manufactures,
and style of writing, but the first account of paper money in
use in any age or nation.

The Polos returned to Venice, their native city, in 1295,
after an absence in the East of a quarter of a century. They
had wonderful tales to tell. Thus through travellers mer-
chants and missionaries, China became known gradually dur-
ing the thirteenth and fourteenth centuries to the European
world, and a trade, at first chiefly of silk goods, was estab-
lished, by Mohammedans as well as by Christians.

This is the story of the Polos. In the proud and opulent
city of Venice, in the year 1250, there lived a nobleman who
had three sons, two of whom were merchants, for commerce
then was held in high esteem, not even the greatest dignitaries
deeming it beneath them to engage in lucrative and extensive
trade. Imbued with the adventurous spirit of the age, the
merchant brothers set out on distant travels, that they might
enlarge their knowledge of the world while increasing their
wealth. Their first venture was a trading voyage to Con-
stantinople, where they sold their merchandise at good ad-
vantage.

While considering what next to do, they heard of the west-
ern Tartars, of their ravages in certain provinces of Europe
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and Asia, and who thus had gathered much wealth where-
with to purchase whatever they might fancy. Thereupon the
brother merchants took all their money, and with it bought
rich goods for the Orient, gold-embroidered scarfs, finely
wrought metal work, and cut jewels, whatever they thought
would prove most pleasing to the barbaric eye. Then they
crossed the Kuxine, and proceeding eastward encountered
strange sights, and met with many wonderful experiences.
Many years were thus employed by the Polo brothers, for
such was their name, between Italy and the dominions of the
grand Khan, with whom they became friendly.

Once while absent on a journey was born to Nicolo, the
younger of the two brothers, a son, who was named Marco,
and who on reaching the age of seventeen years, accompanied
his father on his travels. In time they found themselves far
from home, having wandered toward the eastern limits of
Asia, and even sailing on the waters that border it. For
many years they dwelt at the imperial court at Peking, favored
by the emperor, who would not let them go when they begged
permission to return once more to their native land.

“ What do you desire? ” demanded the great Kublai. “Is
it further gain, you may command it. If it is aught that I can
give, you shall have it. If you want nothing, then rest con-
tent where you are.”

Barbarian logic, supported by barbarian will and power, is
unanswerable. In vain the Venetians longed for home, and
feared they never should see it.

But one day came to them deliverance in the guise of an
oriental romance, which might have served as a suggestion
to the author of Lalla Rookh. It happened in this way.
Chief ruler of Persia was a Moghul-Tartar prince, grand
nephew of the emperor, who having lost his principal wife, a
princess of the imperial blood, and unwilling to form an al-
liance with any inferior family, had sent a deputation to his
sovereign, and the head of his house, to ask from him a wife
from their own lineage. The request was granted. A young
princess of rare beauty and accomplishments was placed in
charge of the ambassadors, who with a brilliant retinue set
out on their journey to Persia. But such was the unsettled
condition of the country that they were unable to proceed
far, and were forced to return.
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Seeing the embarrassment of his friends and patrons, and
thinking also of Italy and home, Marco stepped forward and
informed his sovereign that he had just returned from a
voyage to the islands of the Indies, and he would pledge his
life safely to conduct the imperial party through those same
seas to Persia. The offer was accepted; and this is the first
of the voyages on the Pacific of which I have an account to
present.

Fourteen ships were provided, each having four masts and
as many sails, and five of which carried crews of 250 men each.
The vessels were provisioned for three years. The fleet,
with the ambassadors, the princess, and the Venetians being
ready for departure, friendly leave was taken of the emperor,
who made them presents of rubies and other jewels of great
value, and furnished them also with the golden tablet, which
assured them of good treatment, and all necessary supplies in
every part of the dominions of the grand khan. Thus in the
vear 1291 this expedition dropped down the river Pei-ho,
from Peking, and launched itself on the waters of the great
Pacific.

Out of the gulf of Pe-che-lee, through the strait and into
Hoang-hai, or the Yellow sea, they sailed, down past Formosa,
through the Fo-kien strait and into the China sea, fighting
off the pirates at Luzon, hiding from the terrible monsoon at
Malacca, and escaping all the dangers of the deep, they con-
tinued their course for three months until they came to the
island of Sumatra, or Java minor, where were eight kingdoms
governed by as many kings, and whose trade was in spices and
drugs. Passing through the Indian sea, for eighteen months
more they continued their voyage, losing by death 600 of the
men, and of the three ambassadors only one remained alive.
Finally they landed at Persia, and were informed that the
king was dead, but his son would welcome the princess, and
make her his wife.

So great was the celebrity of the Zipangu isles, that Kublai-
khan coveted their conquest, and fitted out a fleet for that
purpose, having on board a large body of troops. The expe-
dition was placed in command of two generals, between
whom, though they crossed the intervening sea in safety,
there arose a quarrel which defeated the king’s purpose. One
fortified city, however, was carried by assault; and the heads
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of all the inhabitants cut off, of all but eight persons, “ who
by the efficacy of a diabolical charm, consisting of a jewel or
amulet introduced into the right arm between the skin and
the flesh, were rendered secure from the effects of iron either
to kill or wound.”

Kublai Khan was of medium stature, well formed, with
fair complexion, black eyes, and well-shaped prominent nose.
He had four wives and unnumbered concubines. His palaces
were many, and in splendor beyond the power of words to de-
scribe. The better to supply Kanbalu, the city of the sover-
eign as the name implies, a great canal was dug, and store-
houses built for grain.

The sea of China, Marco assures us, contains 7,440 islands.
They are mostly inhabited and contain much gold; many
trees grow there, and spices and drugs, particularly lignum-
aloes and pepper. To Manji, or southern China, merchants
resort from India and Arabia. There are no sheep there, but
many oxen and swine, also buffaloes and goats.

In regard to thirteenth century trade between China and
India, it is well known that even in later times vessels from
southern China were seldom seen in the Indian ocean; never-
theless there is evidence of early intercourse aside from the
statements of the great Venetian traveller, concerning whom
it is now admitted by the best authorities that he sometimes
told the truth. Some such assurance we need when we hear
him speak of Zipangu, that is to say Japan, placing the island
1,500 miles from the coast of China, and filling it with people
of fair complexion, and gold without limit, though the writer
admits he never was there. For that matter neither had been
any of those to whom he told his tale, nor had any one else in
Europe ever before seen or heard of this quarter of the globe;
hence he had no fear of contradiction when he affirmed of
Japan, that “the entire roof of the emperor’s palace is cov-
ered with a plating of gold, in the same manner that we cover
houses with lead. The ceilings of the halls are of the same
precious metal; many of the apartments have small tables
of pure gold considerably thick, and the windows have also
golden ornaments. So vast, indeed, are the riches of the
palace that it is impossible to convey an idea of them. In
this island there are pearls also, in large quantities, of a red
or pink colour, round in shape and of great size, equal in value
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to or even exceeding that of the white pearls.”” The causes
given of this great concentration of wealth in this island are
that few merchants visit there, and that the king will not
permit any of the gold, or pearls, or precious stones to be sent
away.

Franciscan friars, who had been sent on missions to the
great Khan about the middle of the thirteenth century also
brought back information of civilized peoples occupying the
shores of a vast ocean in the farthest east. The monk Rubru-
quis, sent as missionary into the khan’s dominions, told of the
wealth of eastern Asia, their cities of silver walls and golden
towers. And yet more wild were the statements of Sir John
Mandeville, the narrative of whose adventures found a larger
number of still more credulous readers. The stories told by
these missionaries, as well as by Polo the Venetian and Mande-
ville the Englishman, and the specimens of the marvellous
wealth of the Orient, filled Europe with amazement and envy,
and but for the exclusiveness of intervening governments,
protected commerce overland between eastern Asia and west-
ern Europe would have become a regulated system prior to
1343, when the Venetians obtained the exclusive privilege
from the Egyptian ruler of sending trading vessels to Egyp-
tian and Syrian ports, and succeeded in establishing agencies
at Alexandria and Damascus, with factories in central and
southern Asia. In due time the traffic became extensive and
remunerative, spices being brought from the isles of the Ind-
ian ocean, and later from the Moluccas and Spice islands,
both by way of Arabia and the river Nile, and also by the
African coast and the Pillars of Hercules. Herodotus has
much to say of this traffic in the days of Necho, king of Egypt,
when the Pheenicians sought the Southern ocean by way of
the Red sea, while Pliny speaks of an account by Hanno of a
voyage of the Carthaginians from Cadiz to the end of Arabia.
In a word, while yet the richly laden caravans were crossing
the deserts, and long before the advent of Prince Henry of
Portugal, or of Vasco da Gama, the belief obtained that India
could be reached by sailing round Africa, just as it was the
current opinion that the eastern side of India could be
reached by sailing west long before Columbus appeared upon
the scene. To the terror of christendom, within the short
period of twenty-six years the Moguls advanced from Peking
and the great wall of China to Cracow and Liegnitz.
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The great wall, from whose summit one obtains a fine view
of history, was erected by the Chinese not so much to fence
themselves in as to fence themselves out. On the other side
of it from their enemies, they had all time and all space for
purposes of expansion. Prior to this epoch, since the crea-
tion of the world there had been but three dynasties, the dy-
nasties of Hia, 2205-1766 B C; of Shang, 1766-1122 B C; and
of Chow 1122-255 B C; then came Chin-shi, who built the
wall. Entering from the northwest the valley of the Hoang-
ho, these twenty centuries had elapsed before the immigrants
placed foot on the south hank of the Yangtse. All this period
they had in which to fight and clear the country of its savages,
which was their chief occupation during the first dynasty,
leaving time nevertheless to keep alive their meagre civiliza-
tion, the seeds of which, with their invention of letters, they
had brought with them into this far away southeast. The
second dynasty was their days of feudalism, which indeed ex-
tended through the third, attended during the latter epoch by
statesmen and philosophers like Confucius and Mencius, who
arose to teach purer ethics and a higher culture.

During the twenty centuries following the building of the
great wall, expansion continued, the celestials crossing the
Yangtse, which flows down to Shanghai, and long afterward
the Si-kiang of Canton, leaving imperial Peking far away in
the north, and doubling the domain of the first three dynas-
ties. A very great man was the emperor Chin-shi, not only
in building so large a wall from the desert to the sea, but in
founding a new dynasty, the dynasty of Chin, whence China.
And although expansion continued, feudalism was abandoned,
and reconstruction and centralization began. And to blot
out forever the old order of things, which was written in the
books, the books must be blotted out; so Chin ordered all the
books to be burned, for which during these 2,000 years his
name has been duly execrated; and as the learned men and .
philosophers whose minds had been so stored with the con-
tents of the books that they were able to teach them and re-
write them from memory, these too must be blotted out, and
so the emperor Chin had 460 of them killed. Thus were
planted by the builder of the great wall, twenty centuries ago,
the seeds of exclusiveness which bear fruit to this day.

Following the dynasty of Chin came that of Han, covering
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469 years, a period of rest and industrial recuperation, guard-
ed as was the empire by the great wall on the north, and with
no fears of inroads from the scaboard side, or from heyond
the great rivers of the south. Under these benign influences
learning revived, and Buddhism came and found a home.
Paper was invented, books multiplied, and Confucianism,
which had received a severe blow from the burning of the
books, came again to the front. Poetry and the drama rose
to prominence during the Tang dynasty, 618-905 A D; and
with the Sung dynasty, 960-1278, speculative philosophy ap-
peared, with profound thought and exposition. The Yuen, or
Mongol dynasty, of Tartar origin, 1260-1341 marks the com-
ing of Kublai Khan, whom neither the great wall nor the
great rivers nor mountains nor deserts could longer keep out,
and by whom was completed the grand canal from Hangchau
to Peking, 700 miles in length, and of far more utility than
was ever the great wall. Next was the Ming dynasty, extend-
ing down to 1644, during which the Manchus, a Tartar tribe
occupying the country northeast of the great wall, came down
upon the empire, and finally made themselves masters of all
China. Wisdom as well as courage characterized the Manchus,
who accepted with the country its institutions, and ruled with
conservatism and moderation. Among the prominent rulers
of the modern period was the emperor Kanghi, later the em-
press dowager Tszhi, who, after the death of her husband,
the emperor Heinfung, became queen regent, ruling first for
her son and afterward for her nephew. The continued policy
of conservatism and centralization by the Manchus, under
whose régime the inhabitants increased nine times in number,
tended more and more to crystallize the old institutions and
arrest progress.

Lying opposite the United States, and of about the same
size, climates and conditions are somewhat similar. China is a
great plain, from which rise ranges of hills and mountains.
There are many rivers and canals, which constitute the high-
ways of the country. The Hoang-ho, or Yellow river, rises in
the Sea of Stars, and is subject to destructive overflows; the
Yangtse Kiang, the most valuable to commerce, rises in the
Min mountains of Tibet, and flows 2,900 miles into the Yel-
low sea. Important likewise as a commercial and irrigating
waterway is the artificial canal Yun-ho, which passes through
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a chain of lakes, the channel in places being at one time above
the level of the surrounding country. The Han Kiang is an-
other important river, with a narrow mouth and summer
high-water line. The largest lake, the Tung-ting, is 266 miles
in circumference, while the Tai, near Soo Chow Foo, 150
miles in circumference, is noted for the beauty of its sur-
roundings. Nature here is on a stupendous scale, which tends
to overwhelm man and perhaps to some extent dwarf his in-
tellect. On both sides of the lower Yangtse are marsh and
lake beds, which catch the overflow during inundation, and
at other times are dry. The river is navigable for the largest
steamboats for 1,000 miles, while smaller ones may penetrate
the western provinces. Eastern China, north of Hongkong,
is mostly level, in places low and marshy; south of Hongkong
it is more hilly. Western China is mountainous, chains of
highlands traversing the country southwest and northeast,
having for the most part the trend of the coast. The Yellow
sea takes its name from the color given to it by the washings
of the plains brought down by the rivers, and which is build-
ing out the continent by slow degrees.

The yun-ho is a system of formerly dry river channels,
connected by cuttings with lakes and marshes so as to form
a continuous chain, which is called the grand canal. It is
fed at its highest point by the waters of the Wan-ho, which
divide and flow part toward the Hoang-ho and the gulf of
Pechili, and part toward the Yangtse. As an artificial water-
way this yun-ho, or river of transports, has not its equal in
the world, and as a specimen of engineering skill it is a marvel.
Its general appearance is that of a large winding river. In
its palmy days, when fully fed, it afforded continuous inland
water communication from Peking to Canton, and thus by
crossing and connecting the great rivers formed a network
of navigable waters thousands of miles in length, and unit-
ing half the empire and hundreds of opulent towns and cities.
It would be if in America somewhat like uniting the head-
waters of the Columbia Colorado and Missouri, cutting across
to the Fraser and Yukon, and joining Hudson bay the St
Lawrence and Hudson river by way of the great lakes with the
Mississippi, thus giving us not only a transoceanic canal but
a continuous inland waterway longitudinally from the Arctic
ocean to the ~ulf of Mexico. And these are the people, those
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who conceived and executed and sustained a work like this,
that the leopards and lions, and wild-cat powers of the world
are watching, waiting to pounce upon and devour the mo-
ment a decent, or even indecent, excuse offers itself!

Kublai Khan was the author of this canal, and Marco Polo
says of it: “ You must understand that the emperor has caused
a water communication to be made from this city of Kwachau
to Cambulac, in the shape of a wide and deep channel dug
between stream and stream, lake and lake, forming as it were
a great river on which large vessels can ply.”

The great central commercial highway from Peking to cen-
tral Asia and the west leads to Sian-fu, thence northwest
through the valleys of Shansi and Kansu to the Gobi desert.
Animals for transportation are oxen, mules, ponies, donkeys,
and Mongolians, the last named being the burden-beasts of
the sedan chair. All travellers describe the roads as the worst
in the world. From this we may understand why a Chinaman
at home will never ride where he can walk, and in the United
States will never walk where he can ride. The two-hump
Bactrian camel, used in the Mongolian trade, is seen at Peking.

The native inhabitants of China all come under one of
three categories, the aborigines, who were driven south, where
on the islands and mainland some of them are still found; the
civilized Chinese, who came in from the northwest and sub-
dued or drove out the aborigines; and the Manchus, a tribe
of Tartars of Mongolian affinities, who broke through the
great wall on the northern boundary and dominated and
shared the country with the Chinese. The nineteen provinces
comprising China proper and aggregating 1,500,000 square
miles, are somewhat less than one-third of the Chinese em-
pire, though containing nine-tenths of the population, and
nearly all the wealth. The outlying region is but little
known, and much of it, like the Gobi desert, Mongolia, and
the highlands of Kokonor, but little valued.

England and Russia both have their eye on Tibet, which
when occupied will be entered through India. Of the nine-
teen provinces, one alone, the metropolitan province of Chihli,
in which is situated the capital of the empire, Peking, has a
population of 27,000,000. The industries likewise are in some
degree divided. Thus one province is conspicuous for its silk
industry, another for the production of cotton wheat and
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opium, another for coal iron and salt, or gold silver copper
and lead, others for pulse millet and maize, barley beans and
peas, sugar tea and tobacco, straw hats and fans, fire-crackers
and matting, and fifty other things.

We little realize the internal commerce of China, whose
tonnage is said to be greater in amount than that of all other
nations combined. The Chinese are essentially a trading peo-
ple, and their myriads of boats are constantly plying the vast
network of rivers and canals interlacing their million and
more square miles of territory. The chief importations be-
gides opium, metals, and furs, have been cotton and woollen
cloths. Mining has been restricted by the primitive methods
employed and the absence of machinery; the introduction of
mills and cotton from America has a marked effect on that
industry. Mercantile companies early monopolized the trade
with China, and prior to 1842 Canton was the only port avail-
able, since which date Ningpo, Shanghai, and several other
ports have been opened to Europeans and Americans. Upon
the withdrawal of the East India company in 1834, a struggle
for the introduction of India opium into China on the part
of Great Britain, and which was strenuously opposed by the
Chinese government, was finally successful, England succeed-
ing in forcing the drug upon the empire at the point of the
bayonet.

One of the finest provinces of China is Szechuan, in the
upper valley of the Yangtse, where the foothills and the plains
come together forming innumerable highly cultivated cres-
cent terraces, on which stands the cedar farmhouse in a grove
of cypress, with here and there the more pretentious country
residence of a mandarin. Now and then on a rocky eminence
is seen a temple rich in color, with porcelain front; and on
the lower levels manufactories, as flour and paper mills and
distilleries, while in the towns skilful hands are busy in many
industries, as straw-plaiting and hat-making, silk-weaving,
hide-dressing, iron brass and wood work, carving and gilding
idols, and others similar. In this province and in Yunnan
are suspension bridges of stone and iron, relics of the past,
wonderful for their day, and by no means lightly to be re-
garded when compared with works of the present time. Con-
sider the grand canal, for example, and the great wall, the
former 2,100 miles long and connecting 41 cities, and the lat-
ter of huge dimensions and 1,250 miles in length.
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The fertile valley of the Min is intersected by innumerable
irrigating ditches, and is highly cultivated. A view of the
Chengtu plain, with its bamboo homes half hidden in the foli-
age, its stately temples, and busy factories, and decorated
bridges with roof in lacquer and gold, is like a chapter out of
the Persian tales. Thus we may well imagine that in natural
resources China is one of the richest countries in the world,
and would be one of the most powerful were the people united.
Until recently she has never realized how strong she is, or
might be. In her former conflicts with western nations, she
has not only lacked unity, but arms and confidence. The
war ships of England steaming up the Canton river were to
the frightened inhabitants monsters of destruction. In the
recent war with her neighbor, Japan concentrated her forces,
and with modern war appliances threw herself on China as on
some lazy leviathan, or other inert unintelligent mass, which
knew not its own or the enemy’s capabilities. Famines in
China, which may come from drought, vermin, or inundation,
are often severe because of provincial isolation, and the dif-
ficulty of passage and the transportation of food over moun-
tain passes, and the bad roads of the valleys.

For the origin of Peking the reader is referred to the chroni-
cles of Asia. The city is very old; perhaps 5,000 or 10,000
years, or 20,000 if you like. At all events it fell to the Tsin
dynasty 222 B C, and was captured by Genghis Khan in 1215.
It is now divided into two parts, the Tartar quarter of twelve
square miles, surrounded by a buttressed wall fifty feet high
and forty feet thick, and within which are the imperial and
official residences; and the Chinese section, containing the
industrial population, with their houses, shops, and mercan-
tile warehouses. The circumference of the dual city is twenty
miles, and the population two millions. Round the imperial
palace a wall encloses an area of a mile square, within which
none may enter but the royal family and those connected
therewith, or unless occupying some high official position. In
the Tartar city is the Lama temple, which contains a statue
of Buddha sixty feet in height, of wood and clay overlaid with
bronze.

Peking has its printing quarter, where sellers of books and
engravers live and labor, Lieu-li-chang being the Paternoster
Row of the capital, and where in a narrow side street is

4
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printed the Peking Gazetle, containing the news and decrees
of the government, and the oldest newspaper in the world.
But the leading native newspaper of China is the Shen Pao,
or Shanghat Gazette, published since 1870, while Hongkong
has the T'sun-wan Yat-po, or Universal Circulating Herald.
A Peking reform club being suppressed by government, the
work was continued at Shanghai by means of the Chinese
Progress magazine.

On the Wusung, near the mouth of the Yangtse, is Shang-
hai, the chief commercial city of China, with home and foreign
sections, and in all a population of a million or more. Here,
as probably nowhere else in the world, comparative civiliza-
tion can be studied, the contrast being not only distinctly
marked between the Chinese and other nationalities, but be-
tween other nationalities exclusive of the Chinese. The for-
eign quarter is well-built, Americans and Europeans living in
comfort and luxury. All in the line of progression, and in
accordance with the suggestion made by the assistant grand
secretary, Sun Chia Nai, chancellor of the new national uni-
versity of Peking, on the 26th of July 1898 the emperor de-
creed the Shih Wu Pao, or Chinese Daily Progress, published
at Shanghai, to be the official journal, a copy to be presented
to the emperor for his perusal, as with the official organs of
Tientsin, Shanghai, Hankau, and Canton, the journal to con-
tain an account of current affairs, and to speak the truth, which
quality of true speaking if possible to be called forth by royal
command in China, is indeed a new departure in journalism.

One of the most important strategic points on the coast
of China is the island of Chusan, south of Shanghai, where
the shore is lined with important ports and large cities. It is
fifty miles in circumference, and its fertile valleys are capable
of supporting quite a large population.

Hongkong is a city of palaces, ranged tier on tier up the
hillsides, with a mountain on one side and the sea on the other.
There are the residences of the merchants, with colonnades
and verandas, parks and gardens. The spacious harbor is alive
with shipping, foreign steamers of war mingling with the
merchant marine of the world. The island on which the city
stands is eleven miles long and three miles wide. At the time
of its cession to Great Britain in 1841 for $200,000, it was
an almost worthless and altogether unattractive place. Over
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this spot, wrested from barbarism by shop-keeping Europe,
float the flags of all the nations. England and opium achieved
Hongkong, though the nation is now not proud of the means
by which it was accomplished; yet the opium infamies, though
leading to worse results, were really from an international point
of view no worse than was our breaking treaty with China,
and the merciless way in which we did it, bringing cruel in-
justice on many innocent persons. Along the river banks
swarm the pig-tails like ants, the small business being done
mostly by women with babies strapped to their back. Police-
men here are imported sikhs from India, tall dark heavily
bearded fellows, who stand always ready to swallow any of-
fending Chinaman. The large business houses become quite
wealthy, and money is freely spent, this being in the fullest
sense a world’s commercial emporium.

Canton, partly enclosed by walls, is six miles in circumfer-
ence, with a partition wall dividing the city into the old and
the new, two tall pagodas being conspicuous. Formerly this
was the only seat in China of foreign trade, which was re-
stricted to wealthy merchants of famed integrity, through
whose hands all cargoes passed, and who were responsible to
the government for customs dues. Canton spreads a million
and a half of people for four miles along the bank of Pearl
river, with 100,000 living in boats. Lofty towers are inter-
spersed among the other structures for the use of pawnbrokers.
Neither horses nor vehicles are known, as there is not a street
within the walls more than eight feet wide. Even the Japanese
jinrikisha, or the Mexican burro, would be something of an
aid in a place where freight and transportation are restricted
to the shoulders of men. The house boat is an institution, a
family of four occupying a craft twenty feet long and five feet
wide, a small part aft alone being covered, while the cooking
is done in the bow. The opium smoker here defends the divine
drug, asserting that it lengthens, not shortens, life, and is not
half so injurious to health and morals as the rum and tobacco
of the European barbarian. The opium from India is the
finer poison, and is patronized by the wealthy; the poor China-
man’s opium must be that which is raised in China.

The port of Ningpo presents a lively scene when business
is good. At anchor are an endless number and variety of
vessels presenting a forest of masts and rigging,—junks with
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armed schooners ready to escort and protect them from
pirates, for a consideration; lorchas flying Portuguese colors;
foreign brigs; and above, lying lazily before the town of Chin-
hai, clusters of the painted junks of Ningpo. But most strik-
ingly beautiful of all is the opium clipper, trim as a yacht,
with a fast sailing air; black smooth hull and taut black
rigging; masts with a rake aft and spars well cleaned and
varnished; brass work well polished, yards squared and sails
neatly furled, and on the white deck six polished brass guns
protruding their muzzles through ports with red sills.

Among Ningpo wares, always for sale in the river and on
its banks, are oranges limes and dates, tea sugar yams and flour,
silk and cotton goods, carved picture-frames, vases idols
trinket-boxes and pagodas in soapstone; woven pictures, paper
towelling, and carved bamboo; furs, joss-shells, and a hundred
other things.

The Yellow and China seas are maritime cemeteries, with
their periodic spasms under pressure of wind and water cur-
rents, many a ship and gallant crew having been there en-
gulfed. Here the crews of steamships are mostly Japanese,
who make excellent sailors. After a typhoon which perhaps
has shivered the hull and torn the sails into shreds, comes
a sunset so sweet and smiling as to give a flat denial from
nature as to meaning any harm. Practically, so far as foreign
commerce i8 concerned, China is to the world little better
than a savage wilderness, and worse indeed in some respects,
as there is so much for the inhabitants to unlearn.

The government though despotic is patriarchal, the emperor
being the political father of his many millions of people, but
with a lofty indifference to their welfare. The late emperor
was ninth of the Tartar dynasty, whose first emperor was
Sun-ti, of Manchuria. The Tartar dynasty succeeded the
Ming dynasty in 1644. To Sin-ti the Chinese owe their cue,
a political badge emblematic of fealty to the emperor. The
shaved forehead is also an imperial regulation. Without the
cue, the man is a rebel or a traitor. The emperor, though all-
heavenly and sublime, is but the figure-head of the patriarchy;
the empire is really ruled by six imperial boards, and all the
higher provincial officials are appointed by them. First in
each of the provinces is a governor, and under him head offi-
cials, one over each of the districts into which the province
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is divided. All of these rulers and sub-rulers have judicial
as well as executive powers. The salary of the office-holder
is small, and as each holds office subject to the will of the
one above him, bribery and corruption rule all.

Patriotism is a superstition in China, just as government
is religion, and religion demonism. One might think that
strong indeed must be the influence that draws them to their
native land, after a lifetime perhaps of money-getting among
hated strangers,—so strong that if not alive, then dead they
must return. But after all this is not so much love of country
as fear of the future, fear lest the soul finds no happiness
unless the body rests under the celestial arc of the flowery land.

The isolation policy of China and Japan was not of ancient
but of modern origin. There was a time when these nations
were pleased by a visit from foreigners, and a knock for ad-
mission at their door. It was only when Europeans had found
their way round the cape of Good Hope, and came in better
ships and with heavier artillery than any possessed by the Asi-
atics, and the Chinese rulers saw the strangers capturing and
appropriating the islands of the great Mogul, and parts of
the mainland, that they took fear and closed their ports,—
all but Canton, which thereupon became the only gate of in-
gress and egress in the whole empire. Japan at this time
admitted the Dutch only, and the Portuguese were permitted
to trade at Marcao and Canton, but as a rule China feared and
suspected all foreign nations.

The Taiping rebellion was one of the few long internal wars,
lasting as it did from 1850 to 1861, and resulting very nearly
in the overthrow of the government. Upon the termination
of this war, made to drive the Tartars from the throne and
reinstate the Chinese in China, there were in authority men
as wise as those who built the great wall; men so wise that they
concluded that the surest way to prevent further rebellions was
to decapitate all the people in China. They began at Canton,
and cut off the heads of 80,000 in that one city alone. Why
they stopped just at that point, and have never since continued,
history does not tell us. Perhaps it was because Tung Chi fell
ill; at all events in 1875 he died and went to meet that 80,000,
and many a million more whom his wars and beheadings had
sent hence before their time.

If the Chinese government lacks centralization, and the
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people are wanting in patriotism, their gods are in China, their
lares and penates in the form of a mortgaged wife with an un-
sold son are there, and thither wanderers must return, alive
or dead. Every where the fellow goes he makes and saves
money to take home with him; neither does he travel without
his many bags and boxes, in which may be found his kitchen
and drawing-room, utensils and raiment, with food and smok-
ing supplies. His steamer fare from Singapore to Hongkong
is 820, John finding his own provisions. John at sea is a
study. When the sea is calm, John is calm, and plays cards
or dominoes for copper cash; when the sea is rough, John’s
face is clouded, and he scatters bits of paper to the demons
of the deep. When John dies on ship board, the body is not
given to the fishes, but is embalmed by the ship’s doctor, and
carried to China, for so it is written in the bond.

With a population of four hundred millions, China’s army
of a million men could easily be increased to five or ten mill-
ions, which with their frugal habits could be easily sustained
permanently. But a large army is worse than useless without
competent leaders. With a concentration of resources, which
enuld be accomplished by a man of genius, China could become
one of the world’s leading powers.

If China will arouse herself from her ages of lethargy, as
Japan has done, she may yet save herself from the inexorable
clutches of a superior civilization; otherwise she is doomed.
Were the Chinese worse than they are, less able, skilful, and
industrious, there might be more hope for them. The little
they know and can do engenders such insufferable egotism
that they will not listen to proposals to change. Throughout
the long centuries during which they have neither advanced
nor retrograded, they have come to regard their nationality
not only older than and superior to any other, but more en-
during, so that change appears akin to suicide.

The one great moral obliquity of the Chinese people is their
lack of respect, which enters into all their ideas and idiosyn-
crasies, into their ethics and actions. They have no respect
for their gods or for themselves, for the attributes of the one
or the composition of the other. Their religion is fear; and
the subjects of fear, that is themselves, they hold in contempt.
While attached to their country, as a cat to its garret, they
have little patriotism, and scarcely know what love is, love
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of country or love of family in the higher and holier sense.
Their word in business or diplomacy is of little value; fear
is the dominating element of all intercourse, and this once
removed leaves a political or social vacuum. They have no
such word as patriotism in their vocabulary. Their nearest
approach to the sentiment is when they boast of their own
country and vilify every other. Officers of the government
commend loyalty, that being part of their occupation; in prac-
tice they are quite ready to sell their sovereign or any of his
affairs. The Chinese are essentially gregarious; they prefer
town to country, and gather themselves into communities, even
in the wilderness, partly for safety and partly for sociability.
Caste is pronounced; the farmer ranks higher than the mer-
chant or mechanic.

Life to the Chinaman is an unlucky affair; religion, though
always present iz but a negative factor; to escape evil, to
frighten away or propitiate his many demons, is his chief
concern, rather than the hunting of happiness. The Chinese
are not the first or only people to regard their old age with
veneration, or change with contempt. Is it any more absurd
for these Asiatics to look down from their forty centuries
of history on other nations who cannot boast of more than
ten centuries, than for old families every where to regard them-
selves as better than others by virtue of age alone, howsoever
it may be attended by inactivity or stupidity?

None are so arrogant as the ignorant. China is proud of
her chains. Progress is little more than movement in a circle.
Education means some knowledge of jurisprudence, the clas-
gics, and the history of China. To know Confucius is to know
all; what he said is all-sufficient, what he did not say is not
worth saying.

Among prominent mandarins of the present epoch may be
mentioned Prince Kung, younger brother of the emperor Hien-
fung, and chief minister of the empire; Li Hung Chang,states-
man, superintendent of trade, and sometime viceroy of Chihli
and guardian of the throne, and who though already rich dis-
dains not with the accumulations of honors the acquisition of
further wealth; the Chinese diplomat, Tseng; and the Manchu
statesman Wensiang, once virtually premier of the empire,
though nominally there is no such office.

Li Hung Chang, the Bismarck of China, was of plebeian
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origin, and rose from clerk in the civil service. As he forced
his way upward through fierce opposition, he dragged China
after him, compelling her to measures which might place her
among progressive nations. Born in 1822, his erudition and
ability secured him a small office at the age of twenty-five,
and fourteen years later he had reached the position of taotai,
or prefect, of the district of Kiangsu, then in revolt. It was
in quelling this rebellion that he first attained prominence,
and within a year afterward was appointed acting general of
the forces about Shanghai and Sung Kiang. He soon dis-
played a masterful knowledge of European affairs, and ad-
vanced so far in wisdom as to acknowledge the backwardness
of China and the inferiority of her arms. He enlisted the
services of English and French military men, and drilled his
army in the tactics of modern warfare, by which means he was
enabled to put down the Taiping rebellion, and for which
service he was made general of all the Chinese forces, governor
of Kiangsu, imperial commissioner for foreign trade, and su-
preme adviser to the throne. In 1870 he was viceroy, and later
became absolute dictator of the Chinese empire. Never before
had a Chinese subject risen to such power. Many times his
life or liberty was in danger from treachery and conspiracy,
btit for the most part he managed to escape the snares of his
enemies.

A late incident aptly illustrates the character of this greatest
of Chinamen. Li Hung Chang in the spring of 1899 was sent
by the empress, as imperial high commissioner of river con-
servancy, to the relief of the inhabitants of the flooded districts
of Yellow river. Arrived at Shangtung, Li was welcomed and
royally entertained by the governor, Chang Jumei, who in-
dulged in every extravagance, and launched into the profuse
expenditure of $1,000 a day on his illustrious guest. The
empress was shocked, on hearing of it, that in the face of such
destitution the man whom she had sent to relieve the suffering
creatures should waste time and money in such senseless folly.

There is need of improvement in China, as elsewhere round
the Pacific, and China is slowly improving. Great statesmen,
like the marquis Tseng and Li Hung Chang, are coming for-
ward, men who know the world and what is going on in it,
and who know that their country, with all her boundless re-
sources, and shrewd, hard-working people, cannot long remain
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hidden or live so apart from their fellow-men in other parts
of the world. The fleet of the China Merchant company was
organized under the auspices of Li Hung Chang by Tang King
Sing, who received his business training in the house of Jardine
and Matheson.

All Japanese cities are much alike, and the shops every
where have for sale about the same goods, namely, tea, coffee,
rice, vegetables, and fruit. Specialty stores have fancy goods
and jewelry. At Yokohama the business quarter is called the
harbor, and the residence quarter the bluff. Passengers arriv-
ing by steamer land in boats, and may if they choose go to
a good American hotel, where the chambermaids are little male
Japs, as in Mexico they are mozos. There is a bright business
aspect to shops, streets, and inhabitants, the merchandise being
clean and well kept, and the men active and intelligent. There
is quite a business in the manufacture of the antique, which
is closely imitated. The native tradesmen are tricky, and less
reliable than the Chinese. It is said if you wish to sell a horse
in Japan you must begin by trying to buy a cow.

All along the Asiatic coast from Japan to Java, the chief
cities, whether ancient and erected by the natives, or modern
and so arranged by the Americans and Europeans for whom
ports were opened, are divided into two parts, one of which
is occupied by the government and aristocracy, and the other
by merchants, manufacturers, and the common people. We
see it in Yokohama, which was newly constructed on an island
set apart to foreign trade in the treaty in 1854 with the United
States; at Manila, built by the Spaniards in the sixteenth
century; at Peking, built by the Chinese as many thousand
years ago as you like, and at every other considerable city
in eastern Asia. In some of the more important cities of
China there is set apart the Manchu quarter for garrison pur-
poses for the ruling race, which tend to keep in mind, if
nothing more, that the throne will be held if necessary as it
was won two and a half centuries ago.

The progress of the Japanese people is genuine and perma-
nent. Though rapid, it has been well-considered and is con-
servative. Glad at first to learn from others, they soon fell
back upon their own resources. There are some things left,
however, for Japan yet to learn, and with closer commercial
relations once established between the opposite shores of Amer-
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ica and Asia, much may be found for the people of both sides
to do beneficial to each other.

History here is direct and simple; whether true or not makes
little difference. Since whenever the world was made the
gods ruled Japan, until 2,500 yecrs ago arose a wise descendant
of the deities, Jinmu Tenno, whose line of 123 mikados runs
continuous from that day to this. Thus is given in these few
words a model history of a great nation.

Religion is just as easy. It begins with one god, the number
increasing until there are eight millions of gods. That is all,—
that is to say all worth knowing; and truly there are gods
enough for almost any religion, a god for every third or fourth
inhabitant of the country. Yet, like men, some gods are
greater than others. Buddha was great; likewise Confucius,
though he was a Chinaman. It was deemed wise at first to
have a god for every man, but gods made men faster than men
made gods, and soon there were not gods enough to go round.

The generations of gods and men are many. The land is
the land of the gods; seven generations of heavenly deities
are succeeded by seven generations of earthly deities, and these
by the 123 mikados, or mortal sovereigns. The line of em-
perors dates from 660 B C, the beginning of the Japanese era,
which makes our year 1900 the Japanese year 2560, prior to
which time the Japanese admit their ancestors to have been
savages. But these Japanese savages, coming from somewhere,
they themselves scarcely know where, from China it may be,
or America, or the Terrestrial Paradise of midocean, whence-
soever they came they found in their 3,000 islands a more sav-
age people than themselves, and so drove them out, and de-
spoiled them, and took possession, after the manner of men
from the beginning.

There was a Mongol invasion of Japan in 1281, and in 1542
Portuguese traders appeared; and after them the Spaniards,
and then the Dutch, the last monopolizing trade from 1610
for a long period. Then came the English, and relations were
established with the United States after the Perry expedition
in 1854. The dark age of Japan came to a close with the revo-
lution of 1868, which crushed the feuds of the nobles and
ended the Tokugawa dynasty. The year following the mikado
removed his court from Kioto to Yedo, the name of the latter
being changed to Tokio, that is to say the eastern capital.
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Previous to the expedition of Commodore Perry, exclusive-
ness reigned in Japan to a greater degree than when Pinto,
the Portuguese discoverer, first set foot on that shore 300 years
before. When the Dutch in 1637 exposed a Portuguese con-
gpiracy to overthrow the government, the latter had been driven
out and the Hollanders had taken their place. Catherine of
Russia in 1792 sent back some Japanese sailors, wrecked on the
Aleutian islands; their country refused to receive them, as
was the case when the Americans attempted to return the crew
of a Japanese junk wrecked near the mouth of the Columbia
river in 1831, the ship conveying them was driven away by
shotted guns. Commodore Biddle was sent by the United
States government in 1846 to establish commercial relations,
and he was informed, “ We trade only with the Dutch.” But
Commodore Perry, by informing himself beforehand of the
character and customs of the Japanese, and by assuming an
imposing state and firm conduct in all his intercourse, suc-
ceeded in winning respect and confidence and establishing com-
mercial relations. Anchoring his squadron in the harbor of
Napha, he refused to receive on board the first who came, who
it appeared was not the chief dignitary of the island. The
next day four persons came with presents of pigs, fowls, a
bullock, a white goat, vegetables and eggs; they were in like
manner turned away. The third visit was made by the regent
of the kingdom of Lew Chew, who informed the Americans
that the boy prince and queen dowager were ill. This em-
bassy was received in state, and the visit returned; the Ameri-
cans though royally entertained being jealously watched in all
their movements, the natives meanwhile manifesting no sur-
prise at any thing they saw.

In its earlier stages, Japanese navigation was confined to its
own coasts. Mendez Pinto, in 1542, surprised the people here
with his long firelocks; Perry surprised them with the minia-
ture railway and telegraph lines he set up; and when the bar-
riers of exclusiveness were broken down they were ready to
learn from all the world, and buy and sell with any and every
one. An arsenal was built at Yokosuka, and lighthouses were
set up along the coast.

The foreign trade of Japan has been varied and fluctuating.
In early times gold silver and copper were the principal ex-
ports; later, silk tea and rice became prominent. The trade
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between China and Japan has of course been continuous from
remote ages, increasing from century to century until in 1684,
according to Thunberg, 200 Chinese vessels, with fifty men
each, came every year to the coasts of Japan, bringing silks,
sugar, turpentine, incense, camphor, ginseng, and agates,
which were exchanged for copper and lacquer work. The
Portuguese brought silks from Macao, which were sold for
silver and gold.

Upon the authority of A. de Morga, we find the Spanish-
Asiatic commerce of the sixteenth century to consist largely
of the trade of Manila with Macao and Japan. Ships were
carried by the northerly winds from Nagasaki to the Philippine
isles in March, bringing flour salt meat and tunny-fish, fresh
pears, iron tools and weapons, such as fine swords; also cages,
patterned silks, jewel-cases, screens, artistically lacquered ar-
ticles in rare woods, some silver, and sometimes horses. The
return cargo consisted of Chinese raw silks, hartshorn shav-
ings, Spanish wine, honey, wax, brazil-wood for dyeing, Thi-
betian cats, large tea jars, clothing, and glass. These vessels
sailed from Manila for Nagasaki to catch the southern mon-
soon winds in June or July. Something of a damper was
thrown on this profitable intercourse in 1595 by Taiko-sama,
the lord of all Japan, who in the arrogance of ignorance de-
manded from the governor of Manila recognition of his su-
periority, with tribute.

Nevertheless commercial relations continued unbroken be-
tween the Philippines and Japan until 1630, Japanese enter-
prise meanwhile extending in other directions, along the coasts
of Korea and China, as well as to more distant isles and farther
India. Japanese seamen took service in foreign ships, made
distant voyages and learned more of the art of navigation, and
finally fitted out their own junks for foreign trade, or for
preying as pirates on the trade of others.

In a memoir by E. Satow on the trade of the Asiatic isles
in the seventeenth century, mention is made of Japanese col-
onies in Ayuthia, then the capital of Siam, and at Patani the
commercial metropolis, where the merchandise of Asia found
a market, and European goods were found for sale.

Since the opening of Japan to the commerce of the world,
which followed the Perry expedition, and particularly the
downfall of the shogunate and the restoration of the mikado
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in 1868, free ports were established and treaties made with
the leading powers of America and Kurope. Kanagawa, now
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