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Wikimedia Commons
■ On Wikimedia Commons, people store 

freely licensed image, audio and video 
files.

■ Files stored within it are used on 
Wikipedia articles and other Wikimedia 
project pages.

■ Anyone in the world can add, edit and 
use its public domain resources.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/

https://commons.wikimedia.org/


Images That Are Not One’s Own Work
■ Images that CAN be uploaded:

– CC0 – Creative Commons Zero files that are labeled as such by the original source

– Other Creative Commons licensed files that are accepted by Wikimedia Commons 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Licensing

– Public Domain – Materials that are in the Public Domain in the United States because their 
copyright has expired.

– Public Domain – Materials that third parties have released as being in the Public Domain

■ Images that are NOT ALLOWED to be uploaded:

– CC-NC – Non-Commercial (NC) Creative Commons licenses

– Copyright Unknown / No Known Copyright

– Copyright Undetermined
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Licensing

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Licensing
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Licensing


How to Locate Creative Commons Licensed Images
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Limit search to Commercial 
Use and Modifications 
Allowed. Check Usage 
Rights for License. No Non-
Commercial (NC) licenses 
permitted in Commons. 



How to Locate Creative Commons Licensed Images
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Limit Search with 
Tools -- Usage 
Rights -- Creative 
Commons 
Licenses and 
check licenses



How to Locate Creative Commons Licensed Images
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How to Locate Creative Commons Licensed Images
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https://ccsearch-dev.creativecommons.org/

https://ccsearch-dev.creativecommons.org/


How to Identify Public Domain – US Images
■ Consult Cornell Copyright Center Chart for guidance on Public Domain US materials 

https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain 
■ Items you can look for that are in the Public Domain in the USA on January 1, 2021:

– Published in the United States in or before 1925
■ Includes books, magazines, trade cards, cartes-de-visite, posters, et. al.

– Published with no copyright notice or expired copyright (see Cornell chart)
– Unpublished works – Authors who died in or before 1950

■ Includes personal photos, correspondence, archival collections
– Unpublished anonymous works or unknown authors in or before 1900
– Works created anytime that are prepared by an officer or employee of the United States 

Government as part of that person's official duties.
■ Does not include state governments or contractors
■ Includes all NASA images

■ "Determining Copyright Status of (US) Serial Issues" was prepared by John Mark Ockerbloom 
with financial support from the Institute for Museum and Library Services to the University of 
Pennsylvania. Provides a step-by-step sequence for determining serial copyright.

– https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/cce/decisions.html
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https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain
https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/cce/decisions.html


How to Identify Public Domain – US Images
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1887 publication = 
Public Domain in 
United States

https://digital.sciencehistory.org/works/hfb8kb8


How to Locate Public Domain Released Images

■ Limit your search in a 
digital repository to 
Rights Statements with 
“Public Domain”.

■ DO NOT upload any 
materials with rights 
statements of “No 
Known Copyright” as 
they are undetermined, 
not uncopyrighted.
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Prepare Files for Upload
■ Gather the downloaded files into an accessible location, preferably on a local hard drive or 

attached thumb drive.
■ Each media file name must be unique and should be descriptive. You can edit the original 

file name from the source digital repository to make it more descriptive.
– Not very good: IMG_20200815_114729900_HDR.jpg    or daisies.jpg
– Good: Black-eyed susans at Bartram's Garden.jpg

■ File Types accepted
– TIFF, JPEG, PNG, GIF, SVG, XCF, WebP 

(https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Project_scope/Allowable_file_types )
■ File Size

– Maximum file size for a single file is 4 gigabytes. 
– Note that larger files will take longer to upload.
– For images, download either the full-size TIFF file or largest available JPEG file 

available. 
– Commons will automatically create resized versions for viewers to download.
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Project_scope/Allowable_file_types


Prepare File Metadata for Upload
■ Identify and note the exact rights statement or license for your downloaded file or 

confirm that is it in the Public Domain in the United States.

■ Gather relevant metadata for your media in advance
– Title
– Creator (Noting birth and death dates of creator, if known)
– Date of creation
– Description
– Location

■ Search Commons for potential categories to assign to your file, based upon the 
subject.

– Category: “subject”, e.g. Category:Chrysanthemum

■ An account on Wikipedia or another Wikimedia Project is required to upload new 
media files.

12



Example: Creative Commons Released Image

13https://collections.si.edu/search/detail/edanmdm:nmnhvz_4226824?media.CC0=true&q=Wild+turkey&record=18&hlterm=Wild%2Bturkey

https://collections.si.edu/search/detail/edanmdm:nmnhvz_4226824?media.CC0=true&q=Wild+turkey&record=18&hlterm=Wild%2Bturkey


Upload Wizard
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:UploadWizard

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:UploadWizard


Select and Upload Image File

15https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:UploadWizard

Upload 
Successful!

Additional 
images can 
be added 
with “Add 
More Files”

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:UploadWizard


Release Rights: Creative Commons Licensed Image
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• Select “This 
file is not my 
own work”.

• Add URL of 
source 
webpage or 
sourcing 
information.

• Add author(s) 
if known 
along with any 
birth/death 
dates if 
known.



Release Rights: Creative Commons Licensed Image

17

Remainder of upload 
steps are the same 
as for your own work 
(metadata 
assignment, 
categories, etc.)



Example: Public Domain – United States Image
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1887 publication = 
Public Domain in 
United States

https://digital.sciencehistory.org/works/hfb8kb8

https://digital.sciencehistory.org/works/hfb8kb8


Release Rights – (Public Domain Image)

19https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:UploadWizard

• The upload 
procedure is 
the same 
except for the 
release rights.

• Select “This file 
is not my own 
work”.

• Add URL of 
source 
webpage or 
sourcing 
information.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:UploadWizard


Release Rights – (Public Domain Image)
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Remainder of upload steps 
are the same as for your own 
work (metadata assignment, 
categories, etc.)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:UploadWizard


Example: Public Domain Released Image
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https://digital.sciencehistory.org/works/6969z152g

https://digital.sciencehistory.org/works/6969z152g


Release Rights – (Public Domain Image)
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• The upload 
procedure is 
the same 
except for the 
release rights.

• Select “This file 
is not my own 
work”.

• Add URL of 
source 
webpage or 
sourcing 
information.

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:UploadWizard


Release Rights – (Public Domain Image)
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• For materials listed with the Public Domain mark, insert this template into 
the section “Another reason not mentioned above”.
• {{PD-author|Name of Entity}}

• Change the author’s name to the entity representing the repository that 
released the image as PD.
• {{PD-author|Science History Institute}}

Remainder of upload 
steps are the same as 
for your own work 
(metadata assignment, 
categories, etc.)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Special:UploadWizard


For More Information
■ Contributing to Wikimedia Commons Tutorial -

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:First_steps/Contributing

■ Wikimedia Commons Help Center -
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Help:Contents

■ Cornell University Library Copyright Information Center – Copyright Term and the 
Public Domain in the United States  -
https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain 

■ "Determining Copyright Status of (US) Serial Issues" by John Mark Ockerbloom with 
financial support from the Institute for Museum and Library Services to the University of 
Pennsylvania - https://onlinebooks.library.upenn.edu/cce/decisions.html

■ Join us at the monthly Philadelphia WikiSalon!
– Wikipedia: Meetup/Philadelphia -

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/Philadelphia
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