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Hello! My name is Marc Miquel,
I’m a Wikimedia researcher.

Wikipedia Administrative Pages.



1. Introduction

These are admin pages and they were created twenty years ago.

They are the backbone: what has enabled us to make Wikipedia successful.



2. Motivation

Welcome to the Jungle. We need to research this.

For Newcomers. Then, for all Wikipedians.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Administration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Wikipedia_administration Image author: James Martins



Little Research on Admin Pages

1. Numerous and abundant rules and policies have been created that serve a wide variety of functions to 

maintain Wikipedia (Butler and Pike, 2008).

2. Newcomers find it difficult to have their contributions to policies accepted with an impact on their 

retention (Halfaker et al. 2013).

3. Participants (newcomers) to Wikipedia edit-a-thons experience moments of frustration when navigating a 

complex bureaucracy of policies and procedures (Gluza et al. 2021).

4. Similar rule-making activity across the five communities replicates and extends prior work on English 

language Wikipedia alone (Hwang and Shaw, 2022).

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_Administrative_Pages_Analytics/
Research_on_Wikipedia_Administrative_Pages



Little Research on Admin Pages

Wikipedia is one of the most researched objects. With studies about many aspects, which could 

also be explored for admin pages:

• Topical analysis (Halavais and Lackaff, 2008; Kittur et al. 2009).

Content gaps (Miquel-Ribé and Laniado, 2021; Redi et al., 2020).

• Content biases and diversity (Callahan and Herring, 2011; Beytía and Wagner, 2022)

• Contextualization and cross-language analysis (Hecht and Gergle, 2010; Hecht, 2013, Samoilenko et al. 2016).

• Content quality models (Lewoniewski et al. 2019; Halfaker and Geiger, 2020).

• Content readability and style (Setia et al. 2021, Liu et al. 2021).

• Participation, and inequality (Ortega and Robles, 2008; Shaw and Hargittai, 2018).

• Cooperation and peer-to-peer communication (Wilkinson and Huberman, 2007; Kittur and Krau, 2008).

• Readership (Warncke-Wang et al. 2015; Lehmann et al. 2014).

• Vandalism (Shachaf and Hara, 2010; Adler et al. 2011).



Admin pages are the “forgotten knowledge gap”.

Hence, there is no framework or application to analyze the admin pages.

Gender Gap Dashboard (Denelezh, 2022)
https://denelezh.wmcloud.org/gender-gap/#year



Wikipedia Administrative Pages Analytics
(WAPA) is a research project to measure and improve
maintenance and inclusion in Wikipedia administrative
pages across Wikipedia language editions.

“We envision a community that regularly consults analytical tools to make
informed decisions on which pages to create, improve or delete and,
also, to modify the course of current processes in order to be inclusive to
all Wikimedians.”

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_Administrative_Pages_Analytics

Project Principles: efficiency, maintenance and inclusion.



2. Project Philosophy

“Let chaos (disorganized admin pages) reign, 
and in chaos (with analytics) I will reign.”*

Andrew Grove
* parentheses mine

https://en.wikiquote.org/wiki/Andrew_Grove



3. Objectives

Objectives
1. Understand the state of development of the admin pages.
2. Classify the admin pages according to different types.
3. Create applications in order to support editing the admin pages.



4. Approach

In order to reach the three objectives, we need to:
1. First, collect the admin pages and analyze them (5.1).
2. Then, classify them into different types of pages (5.2).
3. Finally, create web applications with tools (5.3).

We are using the dumps provided at dumps.wikimedia.org.
The data processing and hosting of the applications happens at Toolforge.

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_Administrative_Pages_Analytics/Methodology
https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_Administrative_Pages_Analytics/Technical_Documentation
https://github.com/marcmiquel/WAPA



What is an admin page?

Administrative Namespaces (No content or discussion oriented)

5. Results
5.1 Collecting the admin pages

“Wikipedia requires a certain amount of administration and governance in
order to further the project's goals.

To achieve Wikipedia's purpose, a wide range of administrative pages are
made available in various namespaces which enumerate the
various protocols and conventions created and implemented
by community consensus for English Wikipedia.”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Administration

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:About
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Management
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Governance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Goals
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Purpose
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Administration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Namespace
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Policies_and_guidelines
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Wikipedians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Consensus


Help (ns12)Wikipedia (ns4)

Template (ns10) Categories (ns14) Portals (ns100)

Administrative Namespaces (No content or discussion 
oriented)

These two namespaces are the admin pages.



The proportion of admin pages in relation to all articles across languages ranges between 1 to 
17%. Smaller Wikis have a smaller percentage.

Admin Pages

* as of August 2022



There is a constant creation of admin pages over time. The majority are pages with no interwiki.

Creation of admin pages over time



The creation of valuable admin pages (> 1 interwiki link) over time across languages. Different 
number of admin pages = Content Gaps. We have an opportunity for import-export across langs.

Creation of *valuable* admin pages over time 



The creation of orphan (often non-valuable) admin pages over time across languages. Orphan = 0 inlinks.

Creation of *orphan* admin pages over time 



Created admin pages over time by the median year of the first edit of their editors (color).
Creation of admin pages… by year of the first edit of their editors.



In most languages, the majority of admin pages has not been edited once in 2 years. 
Percentage of admin pages by days since the last edit.



Two conclusions stand out.

• Content Gaps
Very different number of valuable admin pages is available across languages, 
which means that there could be valuable content gaps, i.e., pages we could 
translate and help each other.

• Under-edited Pages
A small percentage of admin pages are edited in one year, which means that 
there are potential valuable non-edited pages that need more editing.

Editors of admin pages tend to be from previous generations. There is also 
an opportunity for inclusion.



5.2 Assigning admin pages to types

Main categories within Wikipedia Administration

First, choosing the types:

We look for categories:
• More interwiki
• More subcategories/pages

Serving different purposes.

6 main types



Policies & Guidelines Help Pages Essays

Village Pump Tools Wikiprojects

Help
(ns12)

Wikipedia 
(ns4)

Main Types of Admin. Pages

The admin pages are in 
these two namespaces

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_Administrative_Pages_Analytics/Methodology



We assigned admin pages to types using the namespace, 
Wikidata properties and the category graph.

We selected the categories for the “category graph” that were the largest and with 
the most interwiki.

• Help Pages (ns12, wikidata property instance of: help page, category crawling)
• Policies & Guidelines (ns4, wikidata instance of, category crawling)
• Wikiprojects (ns4, wikidata instance of, category crawling)
• Essays (ns4, category crawling)
• Village Pump (ns4, category crawling)
• Tools (ns4, category crawling)
• Disclaimers (ns4, category crawling)
• Copyright (ns4, category crawling)

Often, one page belonged to multiple categories (e.g., essay and help page, policy 
and help page, etc.). 



Only a very small percentage of admin pages were identified through the methods 
exposed. We see that on average, it is below 5%.

Most admin pages were not assigned.



5.3 Applications

How can we use the analysis of admin pages to stimulate editing?
Helping editors find *valuable* pages.

Screening tools

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Screening_(medicine)



What is a valuable and a non valuable admin page?

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_Administrative_Pages_Analytics/Metrics

• Completeness metrics: Number of Bytes, Number of References, Number of Images, Number of Outlinks.
• Relevance* metrics: Number of Inlinks, Number of Interwiki, Number of Multilingual Sister Projects.
• Popularity metrics: Number of pageviews.

• Activity. Number of Edits, Number of Edits last month, Number of Anonymous Edits, Number of Bot Edits, 
Active months, Editing days.

• Disagreement. Number of Discussions, Number of Reverts.
• Engagement. Number of Editors.
• Inclusion. Number of admin editors, Number of Edits last month by newcomer 60d, Number of Edits last 

month by admin, Number of Edits last month by anonymous, Median year first edit, Median editors Edits.
• Recency. Days last 50 edits, Days last 5 edits, Days last edit, Date of last discussion, Date of last edit. 

Number of edits last month.
• Regularity. Percent active months, Percent active days, Max. Active Months Row, Max Inactive Months 

Row.
• Creation. Date of creation, Language of the first timestamp, Total months.



We created some “screening tools”           
to address different purposes.

a) Page Across Languages
b) Page Gaps
c) Under-edited Pages



a) Page Across Languages

https://wapa.wmcloud.org/page_across_languages/

Introduce the page title and the metrics
you want. Then you can compare the
version of the page across languages.

Browse the results and sort the
columns.



“Neutral Point of View” Page Characteristics Across Wikipedias

https://wapa.wmcloud.org/page_across_languages

We choose:

● Language + Article
or Qitem

● Then the columns (e.g.,):
○ Date of creation
○ Days since last edit
○ Number of editors
○ Number of Bytes
○ Number of reverts
○ …



“Neutral Point of View” Page Characteristics Across Wikipedias

https://wapa.wmcloud.org/page_across_languages

Sortable Table



b) Page Gaps

Search for admin pages in one
language edition missing in another.



English Wikipedia Policies missing in Romanian Wikipedia

https://wapa.wmcloud.org/page_gaps/

We choose:

● Target Language (where gaps are)

● Source Language (where content is)
● Characteristics:

○ Admin page type
○ Admin namespaces
○ Retrieve by metric

or search content (Wikidata, etc.).

● Order the results by metric



English Wikipedia Policies missing in Romanian Wikipedia

https://wapa.wmcloud.org/page_gaps/

Table with the gaps

Valuable one (?)



Find specific admin pages in Wikipedia
language editions that are valuable,
but might have not been edited
enough, or for a long time.

c) Underedited Pages



Polish Wikipedia: Help Pages with more interwiki/pageviews and less edited.

https://wapa.wmcloud.org/underedited_pages/

We choose:

● Language edition

● Characteristics:
○ Admin page type
○ Admin namespaces

● Retrieve by metric (2 = Pareto Front)
○ Interwiki
○ Pageviews

● Select other columns
○ Date of creation, Bytes, Inlinks…

● Order the results by metric
○ e.g., “Days Since the Last Edit”



Polish Wikipedia: Help Pages with more 
interwiki/pageviews and less edited.



Polish Wikipedia: Help Pages with more 
interwiki/pageviews and less edited.

Table sorted by days 

since the last edit

Valuable one (?)



Conclusions



Take aways

• Support small wikis grow their *relevant* admin pages (Page Gaps)
• Keep updated/improve the popular admin pages and be inclusive inviting new

editors (Underedited Pages).

• Admin pages are essential; they should be a bridge between Wikipedians,
between generations.

• Visualizations can help in getting a glimpse of how well we are doing it.
• Analytical tools do not necessarily tell you to delete, but they can help you

focus.



What can you do as CEE communities?

Editors, keep on editing. Affiliates: Please, create programs and get 
organized around admin pages.

We drew the ideas for the tools from conversations with fellow 
Wikimedians to identify “use cases” to generate tools. 

Please, talk out your ideas: we need to identify and polish the use cases. 
Maybe there are better tools to make. All feedback is valuable!

Looking forward to Wikimania 2023.



What can we do as researchers?

• Improving the dashboards so that they encompass more use cases.
• Make available all the datasets and encourage research on admin pages.
• Bridges with product in order to help in the use of data.
• Other research lines: aspects related to readability.

https://meta.wikimedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia_Administrative_Pages_Analytics

If you have any question, you can e-mail me at 
marcmiquel@gmail.com or Username:marcmiquel
or leave me a message at the project page.

mailto:marcmiquel@gmail.com


Admin pages with great power, come with 
great maintenance. 

If it is everybody’s Wikipedia, it must be 
everybody’s admin pages.

Project Mottos



Thank you very much!
Marc Miquel i Ribé, PhD

User:marcmiquel / Catalan Wikipedia

marcmiquel@gmail.com


