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SUEIARY OF RLLAVANT POINTS

YillwWAKT, for one year a .aember of the island's
garrison, recounts scveral specific. instances he witnessed
in which captured zmerican airiien were tortured and later
killed.
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AFEFIDAVIT

I, Fgsaichi YAMAWAKI, do swear or affirm according to
my conscience that the following is true:

I served for one year as a member of the garrison troop
on Chichi-Jima, the Ogosawara Islands, and was repatriated on
14 December 1945 (Showa 20), after the surrender of Japan., -I
know of many slaughter cases committed on American airmen during
that period and I wish to help the authorities apprehend and punish

those responsible,

On about September 1944 (Showa 19), just when the battle
of Saipan was at its height, we had the first large scale air
raid on Chichi-Jima, Two American planes were shot down and
some alrmen descended by parachutes, They were brought to the
area where I was engaged in digging trenches, This was in
Yobikodaira, where the Division Headquarters was situated. Two
prisoners were brought to headquarters with their hands tied
with rough straw ropes. A staff officer of the division questioned
these two prisoners through an interpreter. During the hottest
time of the day one of them was tied to a banana tree in a field |
and the other was tied to a pillar under the eaves. They were !
not fed but stood there quietly hanging their heads all day long., |
They were left there in such condition for two or three days. It |
is sald that they were shot to death after having been handed over

to the naval forces.

On a day in about February 1945 (Showa 20) when the air
raids had become intense, five airmen prisoners, who had been shot
down by the Japanese forces were brought to the Division District
Headquarters. Three of them were still young, The youngest was
about 19 years old., They also were tied to trees with rough ropes
and were questioned by staff officers, Later one of these prisoners
wes set to work for avwhile as a servant to a staff officer at the
headquarters doing his washing and digging trenches but in the
end he is said to have been shot or stabbed to death with a

bamboo spear,

Another prisoner was slaughtered in a dreadful way. It
was when I went to Kominato to carry provisions, It was raining

and chilly that day. I saw many people gathered at a little
barrack near the naval forces so I went there to see what it
was all about. I encountered the most unscrupulous and cruel
of spectacles, I could hardly bear the sight of it. I did not
think that human beings were capable of such an act. I saw one
alrman tied to a pillar over and over again with a rough straw




rope which had cut into the flesh of his arms and legs. The
cold rain fell continuously on the prisoner, who wore only a
light shirt and he shivered with cold., I approached him, and
being moved with compassion, I put a piece of caramel into

his mouth., He said "thank you" and bowed to me, He was a

pure hearted youth., I then left the place because I could

not bear to see his last moments. I later heard that he was
gtabbed to death with a bamboo spear. I did not see the torture
or the killings of the other three prisoners but I have heard
that they were slaughtered in the same way. As for the killing
of the two prisoners, I keenly feel that the Division Commander,
¥ajor General TACHIBANA, and other high officers, are responsible.

After the surrender we were ordered by the headquarters
absolutely not to utter a word concerning the fate of the
prisoners. We were threatened that if we should squeal, we
vwould not be sent home. This headquarters order, which wasg
originally in writing, but transmitted to us verbally, may be
the only clue to the killing of the prisoners.,

After the surrender, rumors were rife among the enlisted
men of my organization at Chichi-Jima that the Division Headquarters

explained the death of these seven prisoners by declaring they were

drowned when transports bringing them to Japan or Iwo Jima were
sunk by enemy submarines or that they were killed in enemy bombings

of Chichi-Jima,
ot T -

Fusaichi YAMAWAKI

> B#» )%F — \n
Sworn to and subscribed by the
above-named Fusaichi YAMAWAKI
before the undersigned officer
at the War Ministry Building,
Tokyo, Japan this 23rd day of

I, Fred F. Suzukawa, hereby certify that I am fully
converseant with the Japanese and English languages and that
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I this day read the foregoing affidavit to the above-named
Fusaichi YAMAWAKI in Japanese and in so doing truly and
correctly translated the contents thereof from English into
Japanese and that said Fusaichi YAMAWAKT stated to me that
the contents of said affidavit were the truth and that he
was willing to sign said affidavit under oath and that said
Fusaichi YAMAWAKI was duly sworn in my presence and signed
sald affidavit under oath in my presence and that all pro-
ceedings incidental to the administration of saig cath and
the signing of said affidavit were truly and correctly
translated from Japanese into English and English into
Japanese and fully understood and comprehended by said
affiant,

Dated this 23rd day of July 1946 at the Wap Ministry

Building, Tokyo, Japan,

FRED F, SUZUKAWA
2nd Lt,, Inf,
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