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INTERNATION L EROSEC?TIOﬁ:BEGTION
Doc, Nos. 2500-2515, 1inclusive, 25 July i946

WNLLYSIE OF DOCULINT. .Y LVIDLNCA
DESCRIZTION CF ﬁTfAGELD DOCU: ILNT

Title and Nature: =Rccords of Interrozations of General

T0OJ0, Hideki
Date: Fecb- lar 46 Orizinal (x) Copy ( ) Language:tnzlisn

Has it béen translateds Yes ( ). No (x)
Hus. it bcen photostated? Yes ( ) No (x)

LOC..TION OF ORIGT.L
ﬁocunent Jivision

SOURCE OF ORIGIjﬂL: Docuient Livision

PERSONS IIPLIC.LTID: TCJO, Hideki

CRIIES TO0 WHICE DOCUIENT .PPLIC.ABLE: Preparation for «ar,

dlilitary; Conspiracy for -.iz¢ressivs Jarfare; uwnelations with

US.i. ;

SU. 1LY OF LLV.2TY rOINTS

Interrogations oa dates showa below zilven docuwident
nuitbers as rollows: - .

Doc, iNos. 2500-2515, incl

 Dogc. No.  Date ‘Doc, No, ' Dats
2500 8 Feb 1946 2508 1 4ar 1946
2501 11 Feb 1946 2509 11 uiar 1946
2502 13 Feb 1945 2510 12 liar 1946
2503 18 Fsb 1946 2511 14 Liar 1946
2504 19 Feb 1946 2512 15 siar 1946
2505 20 Fzb 1S4 2513 18 .Zar 1946
2506 21 FTob 1946 2514 25 ..ar 1946
2507 23 Teb 1946 2515 26 i1lar 1946
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Doc. No.. 25044 - page l.

Extract from Interrogation of Hideki To jo

(pp 1-2)

"Q You stated at the last interrogation that Japan felt that, by
her final note breaking off diplomatic relations, she acquired
freedom of action from the standpoint of international treaties.
Did she acquire the same freedom from the standpoint of
international law?

"A I think so.

*Q Prior to making the attacks on the United States and Great Britain,
this whole matter of the responaibility under treaties and under
international law had been considered by you and the cabinet?

*A Of course they were. It is important to remsmber that this matter
was the grave responsibility of the Foreign Ministry.

"Q TWhat did the Foreign Ministry report to the cabinet on the matters
of treaties and international law prior to the cabinet making its
decision®?

*A The Foreign Minister reported only the gist of it to the cabinet.
What was done afterwards was the sole responsibility of the Foreign
Minister. !

"*Q 4nd the gist of what was reported by the Foreign Minister ta the
cabinet was that there was nothing in the treaties or international
law that prevented the attacks on the United Stateas and Great
Britain after the last note had been dilivered?

"A The whole cabinet attended the Imperial Conference on the lst or
2nd which made the decision for war. Hence, the whole cabinet
knew, generally speaking, that that decision had been made, since
everyone attended, but the problem of how the final note was to be
dispatched was a technical question which we ed by the

Minis .
the
ernati
ed States

‘a B zmmor my| @ae Oaa.ﬁ L e

ense. Therefore, I thought that we were not
impeded from the atandpoint of international law or treaties.

nghing in any

binet
law jtk udgl the attack being
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Q Did the cabinet Wo with you? b

*A Yes. They all agreed, k
"Q Did the Foreign Ministry agree? 1
*A Yes. They also studied the question and agreed. ,,

*Q We will read all that back to you to make sure there is no j'.

*A /This was dqne and the witneaa agreed as to its correctness./

"Q, When did you beg:ln to ﬂtudy these mattera?

'A From the time that the problem arose!
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Doc. No. 2504 4 page 3.
(pp 4=5)

"Q A4t this last Liaison Conference preceding the Imperial
conference of December lst or 2nd, you expressed the same views
on international lawa and treaties which you arrived at as a
result of your studies?

®*A Yes.

*Q So that when the Liaison Conference arrived at a final decision

to attack America and Great Britain, they had accepted your views
on these matters? :

*A Yes, of course they had,

'iQ Who, in addition to yourself, spoke at that cnnferénce. expressing
Similar views in regard to international laws and treaties?

“4d The Foreign Minister spoke on this point since he was the one
chiefly responsible, and my researches resulted in my agreement
with his views. There was no question raised by any other member
present since the responsible officials had made that decision.

“Q Prior to the attacks on Great Britain and the United States,
why was not a declaration of war made to either?

*d We thought that when the final note, implying a rupture in
diplomatic relations, was delivered, that treaty procedure
was finished and that we acguired freedom of action. Especially
on the assumption of acting in self-defense in response to the

challenge from the dnglo-american side, we thought that it was
particularly appropriate."




Doc. No. 25044 page 4.

(pp 6-7)

"Q

A

"Q

"a

"Q

b 4

"Q

A

*Q

"A

How long before the actual attack was the note to be delivered?

There were various opinions advanced and argued about between

the Chiefs of Staff and the Foreign Minister.

There was one idea that the delivery of the note should precede
the attack by an hour and a half; another, that it should precede
it by an hour, another, by thirty minutes, and 80 forth. I do
not clearly remember what was the final decision.

But all views were to the affect that the hour set for the time
of the delivery of the note was to be one that would not
interfere with the success of the surprise attack on Pearl

Harbor?

Tt should not interfere with the success of the surprise attack,
but also, from the Foreign Minister's point of view, the note had
to be delivered before the attack.

But the primary matter was 10O have the attack a successful one,
was it not?

gince it was a matter of war, the success of the surprise attack
was very important, but also the diplomatic procedures were of
great importance. It was not a question of which was most
important - they were both extremely important. BEspecially
since the Emperor had cautioned us in regard to it, the latier
point was important.

1f the diplomatic procedure was SO important and the Emperor
had specifically csutioned you about it, why was it not arranged
so that more notice would be given to the United States?

From the standpoint of strategy, since it was war, the necessity
for victory had to be considered also, and the possibility of
victory was intimately related %o the question of time., I was
extremely anxious as to the success of this surprise attack.
That also was a grave matter.

Wwe will read the answers back to you SO there will be no
misunderstandings. ‘

/This was done and the witness agreed that they were correct/.*
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Doc. No. 25044 page 5.

(p. 8)

"Q Do you not agree that the attack made under such circumstances
was nothing but murder and not warfare? '

“A No, I don't agree. I think it was legal defense in the face of
challenge.

:"Q Do you, as a Japanese, feel proud of the fact that several
thousand Americans were killed at Pearl Harbor in this manner?

"A No, I am not proud of it.

" /Sesaion ad journed at 12;:;25 for luncheon/

* % % % % % ¥ % ¥ » N

" /Session resumed at 1345 hours/

*A I should like to make a supplementary explanation of my answer
to the last question as to whether I was proud that several

thousands of Americans were casualties as a result of the attack
on Pearl Harbor.

"T sympathize with those who died, but Japan had been challenged

and so she took justifiable self-defense.
The English and American Governments had menaced Japan militarily

and econamically and they should have had a suitable attitude
of readiness. Furthermore, the attack was against military

ob jectives."
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: : Doc. No. 25044 page 6.
: s
l (pe21ll)
'l
| *Q you and the cabinet intended four surprise attacks to be
' . executed at the same time against possessions of the United
States and Great Britain?
i 4 The cabinet did not know. T knew, in my capacity as War
Minister.
"Q " The cabinet did know that America and Great Britain were going
i‘ to be attacked without warning? '
; A No. At that time they and I thought that Ambassador NCIIIIRA
A would have delivered the note before the attack.
)
'[ *"Q How much notice did you and the cabinet believe that either the
’ | United States or Gréat 'Britain was going to get in this
' connection?
;-. "4 As I explained before, there were various theories as to the °
| amount of time - an hour and a half, one hour, thirty minutes.
| I thought that there would be at least thirty minutes.*®
i
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terrogation of Hideki Tojo
{%hmr:l. .c.nmim, Serial #73y ppe 12

"Q

A T think 80.

" making the attacks on the United States and
s m ?l:itdn. this whole matter of the responsibility
under treaties and under international law d been

considered by you and the cabinei? i

It is important to remember that
':ﬁ.c. grave responsibility of the Foreign

"A Of course they
this matter was

"Q

"A The Foreign
cabinet, VWhat was done
sibility of the Foreign Minister.

Minl portodonlythogiutorittothl
g afterwards was the sole respon=

"Q

iialrcbnrmneo on
sion for war. Hence
everyone atte thoét o ’
o 5

note was to be dig:tchad

"A

Al
\
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"Q
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”A

"A
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Btntupand Great Britain

there was
cabinet that e
pecy or, T toternatione? fur thut

Did the cabinet agree with you?
Yes. They all agreed.

?
Did the Fpreign ll:l._n:latrr agree R
They also studied the ques
Yese

its
and the witness agreed as to

8 was do
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tters.
did you begin to study these m'
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the time that the problem arose
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Interrogation of Hideki Tojo
19 February 1946, Case File #20, Serial #73, ppe 4=5

"Q

"A
"Q

"A
"Q

"A

"Q

At this last Liaison Conference the Imperial

Conference of December lst or ,muﬂ-uudth.
same views on international laws and treatie

you arrived at as a result of your studies?

Yese

30 that when the Liaison Conference arrived at a final
decision to attack America and Great Britaln, they had
accepted your views on these matters?

Yes, of course they hads

Who, in addition to yourself, spoke at that conference,
expressing similar views in regard to international

laws and treatiesa? _
Minister spoke on this point since he was

The Porﬂ

the one on{ re ible, and researches resulted
in my agreemen tiahhvﬁu. Kmmm gtion

ralsed any other member present
officials had made that decision,

prior to the attacks on Great Britain and the United
states, why was not a declaration of war made o either?

e thought that when the final note, a rupture
in diplomatic relations, was delivered, that treaty pro-
cedure was finished and that we ac freedon o

action, E on the assump
self-defense in re e

American side, we
appropriate,"

que
since the responsible
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"Q

"A

"Q

"A

"Q

"A

"Q

"A

vt (204

Interrogation of Hideki Tojo
19 Fe

bruary 1946, Gase File #20, Serial #73, ppe 6«7

How long before the actual attack was the note to
be delivered?

There were various opinions advanced and argued about
between the Chiefs of Staff and the Foreign Ministerl
There was one idea that the delivery of the note should
En«dothoatttckbyuhmrmam:; another, that
t should precede it by an hour, another, by thirty
mimtes, and so forth. I do not clearly remember what
was the final decision,

But all views were to the effect that the hour set for
the time of the deli of the note was to be one that
would not interfere with the success of the surprise
attack on Pearl Harbor?

It should not interfere with the success of the surprise

attack, but also, from the Foreign Minister's point of
view, the note had to be delivered before the attacke

But the primary matter was to have the attack a success-
ful oney was it not? -

Since it was a matter of war, the su¢cess of the surprise
attack was important, but also the diplomatic pro=-
cedures were

great importance. It was not a question
of which was most - they were both extremely

important. Espec since the eror had cautioned
us in regard to it, the latter point was important,

If the diplomatic procedure was s0 important and the

eror had specifically cauticned you about 1t, was
E:pmt ar ed so that more notice would be give:hzo

the United States:

From the standpoint of stntog, since 1t was war, the
negcessity for vietory -had to considered also, and
the possibility of victory was intimately related to
the question of time, I was extremely anxious as to
the success of this surprise attack, That also was a

grave matter,

We will read the answers back to you so there will be no
nisunderstandings,

/This was done and the witness aggreed that they were
correct/." :
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Interrogation of Hideki Tojo

19 February 1946, Case File #20, Serial #73, ppe 8

"Q Do you not agree that the attack made under such c¢ire
cumstances was nothing but marder and not warfare?

"A No, I don't e I think it was legal defense in
the face of enge.

"Q Do as a J se, feel proud of the fact that
: mm Meﬂu were killed at Pearl Harbor
in this manner?
"A Noy, I am not proud of it,

n/Session adjourned at 12325 for luncheon/

$ % % % & & %

"/Segsion resumed at 1345 hours/

"A I should like to make a lementary tion of my
mwmnnmwummmwlm roud
that several thousands of Americans were casualties as

a result of the attack on Pearl Harbor,
an had been

"X thize with those who died, but Ja
mi‘ﬂi.a and 80 she took justifiable selfedefenses.
The English and American Govermments had menaced Ja
militarily and eccnomically and they should have a
suitable attitude of readiness. Furthermore, the attack
was against military objectives."
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Interroga
19 February 1l

"Q

"A

"Q

"A

"A
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tion

Hideki Tojo
s Case File #20, Serial #73, pps. 11

You and the cabinet intended four surprise attacks
to be executed at the same time against possessions
of the United States nn_d Great tain?

The cabinet did not know, I knew, in my capacity as
War Minister,

The cabinet did Imow that imerica and Great Britain
were going to be attacked without warning?

Nos. At that time t and I thought that Ambassador
NOMURA would have delivered the note before the

attack,

How much notice did you and the cabinet believe that
either the United States or Great Britain was -going
to get in this connection?

As 1 explained before, there were various theories as
to the amount of time « an hour and a half, one hour,
thirty mimates. I thought that there mlc! be at least
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