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In every full sovereign state foreigners as well as its nationals are equally amen-
able to its laws and to the jurisdiction of its tribunals. This is an essential attribute
of State Soverneignty and a well established principle of International Law. For
more than eighty years China has been bond by the system of extraterritoriality

which has wumﬁmiom the Chinege Government from exercising its judicial power over



foreigners within its territory. It is unnecessary to state here the defects and dis-
advantages of such a system. As long as extraterritoriality is not abolished, so long
will China be unable to exercise her full moqmﬁmmm.s@. For the purpose of restoring
her inherent jurisdictional sovereignty it is here-by declared that on and after the
First Day of the First Month of the Nineteenth Year of the Republic, (January
Ist, 1980) all foreign nationals in the territory of China who are now enjoying
extraterritorial privileges shall abide by the laws, ordinances, and regulations duly
promulgated by the central and local government of China. The Executive Yuan
and the Judicial Yuan are hereby ordered to insiruct the minsters concerned to
prepare as soon as possible a plan for the execution of the mandate and to submit it
to the Legislative Yuan for examination and deliberation with a veiw to its promul-
gation and enforcement”.
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