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No. 62t

From
COLONEL CHARLES HERVEY, c. B,
. General Superintendent of Operations for
the Suppression of Thuggee and Daceily.
To
L. C. BAYLEY, EsQUIRE,
Seeretary to the Government of India,
Ilome Department.
Dated Simla, 1st August 1868.
SIR,

In continuation of the Series of Statistical Papers (Dacoity Statements,) forwarded
under my letter under date 30th April, No. 341, I have now the honor to submit Statcments
for the crime of Thuggee, whether by poison or by strangulation, for the same three years,
1864, 1865 and 1866, of occurrence in Districts under British Administration.

2. Owing to th.c absence of detailed reports in such cases,and to a general hesitation on
the part of District Officers, or for want, of definite instructions, in determining in what manner
to mark them off in their Returns, T have not been cenabled to give that statistical fulness
to these Statements, which perhaps charaeterized the Dacoity Papers.  For it will be observed
in the body of the Remarks against tho scveral Distriets in which the crime occurred, that
while some Officers properly recognized as cases of Thuggee, those instances of crime which
manifested indications of their being the deed of adepts, although strangulation should not
have been resorted to, there were others who did not do so exeept death had ensucd,—some
who returncd some murders as Thuggee without reference to the means which were resorted
to,—others who passed by poisoning cases altogether whether death cnsued or not, cven
although they evidenced symptoms of heing class crime,—others who noticed some cases of the
crime and passed by others,—some who drew some kind of distinction tetween the different
degrees of poisoning and endeavoured to draw « line of demarcation between cases of “murder
by poison” (some calling this Thuggee, some not,) ““attempts to murder by poison,” “ robbery
by poison,” “ poisoning for the suke of robbery,” “grievous hurt by poison,” “ poisoning with
hurt” and so on,—others who massed offences of various kinds under lump figures and mercly
quoted against them the Scetions of the Indian Penal Code under which they severally were
tricd, among which were Sections under which the eriminal use of poisons as a means for
committing an offence, might or might not be recognized—thus leaving to conjecturc any
decision on the subject on the part of a Statist—while some again left unnoticed even cases of
death by strangling. Instances of this incongruence, are furnished in the Statcments in the

column of Remarks.

3. I might thus have avoided, without blame, the preparation of any Returns at all.
But, as Government is aware, I have long been impressed with the scrionsness of this erime of
poisoning, of which T have so frequently submitted that the danger of its gaining head was in
proportion with the difficulty of its detection,—and I therefore considercd that it altogether
helonged to me to place to view the extent of its reported existence in the different Govern-
ments and Administrations comprising the Government of India, that is to say, inasmuch
as T was enabled to do so by the data at my disposal. For under the different views formed
of the crime, T was not able to depend upon recciving any very steady reports of the occurrence
of it, and experience too, had taught me, that in the majority of instances, perhaps no report of
it would be made at all, even o District Officers themselves (as evidenced under Bengal,) except
death should have been the unhappy result,—and that even then, death would often he attri-
buted to anything but poisoning! In order, therefore, to prepare any Returus at all, T had



(2]

to scarch through the several Police Administration Reports, and these papers arc the result

of the examination.

. T have to regret that the information at my disposal, should not have enabled me to
draw up any Statistics of the erime such as I was able to submit with the Dacoity Statements.
The reason for this is explained in the Column of Remarks,—and I would observe that
although every casc of poisoning or of strangling, has been embodied in these papers, I would
hy no means affirm, that all were cases of Thuggee ;—for it has on the contrary, been shewn,
which of them might (with the information obtained respecting them,) be classed as cases
committed by the professional criminal and which not, whenever T have been able to arrive

.t such a diserimination,

5. But while every casc of poisoning or of strangling which was to be noticed in the
Reports from which all were gathered, has been entered in these Statements, those cases
which were palpably not the deed of class criminals, have been excluded from the reckoning
and have not been confounded with cases which either were or might reasonably be supposed
to have been perpetrated by persons who committed the erime for the sake of robbery.—For
this way no light question,—and T trust that the preparation of these Statements such as

“they are, will be approved of by Government.
y are, Pl Yy

6. The measure has, however, heen one of experiment only.  For T have supposed that
Government, pereeiving that it fell short of conveying the complete information which onght to
he available, would issue some orders according to which future Statemefts should be fuller of
details,—and this might perhaps be ensured by District Officers being vequired to keep a
register of every act of poisoning or of strangulatiop, whatever the attendant circumstances,
bricfly narrating those eircumstances and noticing the Police action in cach case and its re-
sults.  If it were further dirceted that the documents so prepared, should be forwarded every
six months to this Office, for the information of the Government of India, that analyzed State-
ment might be prepared from them, whicly the heinousness of the erime altogether requires
should he periodically placed hefore Government,—and in furtherance of this object, 1 would

also propose that Inspectors Ge-

neral of Police be required to add
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vince, of which the Police knew
nothing, although somc of them
had resulted in the deaths of the
victims. Tt was discovered early

in 1865, that the crime was be-

N.B. 7The above does not contemplate any separate column for “at- coming scrious in certain parts
tempt to commit m.urdcx“,’ —for the cuses in which death did not ensue, )
would be entered either in colunns 3 und 4, or in column 5, accordingto| of Bengal, and at the rccom-
the circumstances nttending them, ) )

mendation of the Imspector Ge-

neral of Police, the late Colonel
Bruce, an Officer was specially employed to investigate them, and was Placed in communication
with myself. Perceiving in Mr. Reily, the Gentleman appointed, a valuable coadjutor, I
invited him to communicate with me without reserve, and tendered to him my advice.and
counsel as freely; and although the course pursucd by me in considering him in a measure



under my personal diregtions and making use of him accordingly, did not for a special reason,
meet with approval from the Licatenant Governor of Bengal, the result of our connection was
nevertheless most gratifying. A great deal more of the existenee of the erime in Bengal, was
discovered, than T had anticipated. Cases, several attended with murder, were brought to
light in 1865, of oceurrence in 18G4 and preceding vears, of which sometimes not even a record
evisted ! Mr. Reily prosceuted them in person with great tact and intelligence, and even
gained from the Judges of the High Courtya high cncomium for detective ubility. A great
many of the eriminals were arrested and convieted, and several of them were exeented or
transported for life or for shorter periods.  This shewed the utility of extrancous pressure,
<little however my own part in it might have heen. The subjeet has heen noticed in the
column of Remarks for Bengal in the Statement for 1865, and Mr. Reily’s proceedings and
suecess are recounted in two Appendices to the Statements for 1865 and 1866, hoth replete
with painful interest. e was, T am happy to add, soon subsequently advanced to the grade

of a Deputy Inspeetor General of Police.

*8. Inmy Report in the Forcign Department, No. 79t dated 15th September 1863
(para. 20,) T submitted to notice some eases of poisoning by returned Emigrants from the
Mauritins,and that it was believed that the erime was practised in that Tsland by fugitives
from India. Tt was not at the time m.)‘n\idurvtl neeessary to act upon my suggestion to aseer-
tain from the Mauritine Governmentywhether this was really so. - "The recurrenee, however,

. of similar eases in this Country, the deed of returned Tmigrants,
m:l‘.:'l{xsz:]:::ilnlnlu‘tlr.wsl;l:'::.I:lm’ will be observed in the present Papers.¥—Aecording to the in-
I';‘:“'r'I:‘:]‘":“'“;,‘t'"_“l:(';(‘;' under Be-fommation of this Department, men from Oudh and the North
Western Prowinees, have from time to time, gone as Coolics to
the Mauritins and other occanie Colonies, who committed both Dacoity and Poisoning, and
it is stated by some of our Passee Approvers of the poisoning class, that an Emigration Agent
from Caleutfa engaged at randomga few years aco at Lucknow, a great number of persons for
shipment as Coolies bevond the Sea, among whom were several Dacoits and Dhatoora Thug
Poisoners. . We know that in India men who practised Dacoity, have, for want of opportuni-
ties to commit it, turnel their hands to the more seeret and less easily deteeted erime of
Poisoning, of which probably some instances may he discernible in the present Statements,
under Oudhe—I1f the opportunily offers they will revert to Dacoity, and some facilities for doing
s0, may have heen presented in the Colonies, should the report be corrcet that both erimes
have appeared in the Mauritius,  The indiseriminate deportation of such or other eriminaly,
might, however, be in some degree checked, were asystem observed of - instituthug an enquiry
through our local Magistrates, into the character of the persons: who offered themselves as

(loolies to Kmigration Agents.

9. Tt will e further perecived, that these Statements also present some cases of the
erime of Poisoning, in which the accused escaped c(mvi('tion,althongh the poison reasonably
helieved to have heen employed by him for eriminal purposes, was found in his possession.—
Of this a remarkable instance will he found in the Statement for 1866, under the Distriet of
1itah, in the North Western Provinees., The Prisoncer in that ecase, declared he nsed the sub-
stance (which was Dhatoorah) as medicine for sick Cattle.  Others have similarly asserted
that they were themselves in the habil of laking thet drug.—The deviee is a very common
one.—When those “mysterious cases” as they were called, occurred in Qonao in Oudh, in
1860 and 1861, in which corpses were found on the high road, with knotted strings fastened
vound the neck,—of which [ may here obsctve, there would seem to be a reappearance in the
same neighbourhood as well as elsewhere,—under an impression that poisoners were probably
the culprits, who first had drugged their vietims and then had tied on the cords as above in
order to baffle detection—or in other words, to induce a belief that Thug Stranglers had been
at work in an unprofessional way, and not expert Thuy Poisoners—1 suggested to Magistrates
to require the Polieto look out for mcn)in the garh of religious mendicants, who should put up at
Serais or other resting places, and to search their persons in view to the discovery of poison or
other noxious substance, upon some at least of them.  Upon this a Byragee, as he pretended



(11

to be, was arrested on his return to Cawnpore, who had’aftcr a very shgrt stay at the Serai at
that place, heen perecived to go over into Oudh across the adjacent Ganges, leaving behind
him, however, a bundle eomposed seemingly, of tattered clothes only, too miscrable looking,
he thought, to exeite any suspicion.—Called upon to account for some sceds of the Dhatoora
found tird up in a corner of onc of the old garments, he unhesitatingly declarced that he used the
druy as medicine and at once raised his hand as if to eat some of it on the spot. *In this he
was prevented by the sitting Magistrate, by whom he was thereupon seut over to my Assistant,
Major Chamberlain, at that time located at Lucknow, where, on his making the same propo-
sal, he was in view to put him to the test, even permitted to do what he had offered.  Nothing
daunted, ke forthwith swallowed some of the seeds to the dismay of the above Officer. Insen-
sibility had already partially sct in before the usual antidotes could be applied.  On his being
restored to conscionsness, howevér, the further to disconeert heholders, he at once remonstrat-
cd at the mcasures taken for reviving him, declaring, as the Hasheesh Eater we may suppose
would do, that < he was just getling into the glory of the thing ”—Transferred cventually to
mysclf, he disclosed to me a long list of acts of Poisoning and of Dacoity both on land and
river, in which he had taken part, and revealed too, among other like barbaritics, that he fvas
one of the infuriated band by whom Mr. St. George Tucker of the Bengal Civil Service, was
heset and finally murdered inhis- Bungalow at Futtchpore on the outbreak of the Mutiny in
1857, and that he had even reecived o bullet in his legy frone the seldom erring Rifle of that
brave Man. I here only revert to this ancedote, in connection with the subjeet of the expe-
dieney of a Law making it penal to be fonnd 1o possess, without a license, the deleterions
things commonly used by Poisoners, such as 1 had ventared to propose for enactment in my
letter to your address, No. 930, under date 13th September 1865.—1 believe an objection to
such a Law was urged o the fact that Dhatoora for instance, was often used hy Natives for
medicinal purposes.—If justice should be defeated by these detestable criminaly making use
of the same argument in support of their inmocenee, it were weakness for us to urge it too, if
through it they shouid be svaved fvome punisliment ! Tt o< the well known character of  the
Thug, to make Ui ratl wleeh vould he evidence inour Conrts of Law,—and for him to ad-
vance that incio~ deceace, wied hie knows we are ourselves so tenacious about, —for him to
deelarve that e Kepi poson by Wim {0 wse 1f as medicine, heeause we say that it is used by
Natives for sach w paepose and weey thercfore be possesed by them, is altogether to sustain that
character and to overrcach us. s submitted, however, in my letter under advertence, the
inconvenience of a prohibitory Law of the scope advocated by me, to those who really used
drugs for cirative purposes, wouldgflect a very fewyin: comparison with the very many whom
the restriction’ would proteet. Chey who required such things for honest aims, would suffer
little from the there troutle of having to seck permission to possess them, while the effect
upon those who wantel them for eriminal ends, would at least beythat they would in some
measure be deterred from too readily using them, lest they should be discovered wnlmofully to

have them,

10. That the old crime of Thuggee by strangulation, has been superseded by that of
poisoning, is T helieve, Bow generally admitted,—or it would be admitted from the informa-
tion presented by these Statements alone, if former Reports had not sufficiently established
the fact,—and it is only in continuation of my very carnest efforts for the suppression of the
dreadful evil, that T have ventured to come up to Government with these proposals,—an evil
accomplished by sceret means at once diabolical and cowardly, and which if it should not be
attended with the destruction of life in every case, the destruction thereof is so far contem-
plated, that the purpose being effected, nanmely, the robbery of the vietim, it is of no concern
to the criminal whether the man dies or not,—his recovery being on the other hand often
attended with the sacrifice of his intellect or of his bodily health,—and under these conditions
1 humbly commend these Statements to the consideration of Government.

I have the honor to be,

Sik,
Your Most Obedient Servant,

CH.AS. HERVEY, Colonel,
General Superinfendent.
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STATEMENT of reported Cases of Thuggee by means of Poison in British Distriots
during the year 1864.
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( Porick ADMINISTRATION REPORT :—* There were four cases of adminis-
tering stupifving drugs, three of which were successfully dealt with by
Police, and convictions obtained. This is one bright spot in the whole

(1) Buavcurrors 4 {Retum."

MEmo:—(No account of the number of persons arrested and convicted
in these cases, or of the other usual detuils, is to be perceived in the Police
LAdministration Report.)

( Pourck ApMINISTRATION REPORT :—* There were 4 cases of administer-
ing poisonous drugs for the purpose of robbery, and another case in
whiv}\ {wo bodies were found in u state which leaves little doubt of a
similar crime having been committed. A special Ofticer of the Dotective
Department has been deputed to investigate this erime and has met with
great, success.  His proccedings, however, belong to the present year
(1865.)"—No details given of the persons arrested, convicted, &c.

Three of these cases, 8th July, 31st August and 10th October 1864, were
worked out by Mr. Reily, Superintendent of the Detoctive Agency, in
communication with the General Superintendent of the Thuggee and
Dacoity Department, viz :—

(1) Mr Reily to Colonel Hervey, Genernl Superintendent.—Case 8th
July 1864 at Rance Godoh:—* Four persons poisoned, who recovered :
Plundered Rs. 225040 @ Concerned 2 persons : Arreated 2. This case oc-
curred in July 1864, the Police could make nothing of the case. A Head
Constable was punished for attempting to conceal the case. The District
i Sup®intendent was requested by me to send for all persons who had been
Udrugged in his district for the last year or two.  The two first named
(plaintifls Rajjub Sing and Munrote Sing) were produced.  On their being
taken to the Magistrate’s Hayut (Lock up,) they readily recognized Soodin
and Beharee as the two men who had drugged them. This case was also
mentioned at the Sessions.”

(2) Mr. Reily to ditto.—Case 31st. Angust 1864 at Mahadabah : —
“Two persons poisoned, who recovered : Plundered Rx, 15-0-0: Concerned
2 persons : Arrested two.  This ease oceurred in August 1864, the Police
Jiailed altogether in tracing the eviminals.  On my arrival at Monghyr, 1
requested ‘the District Superintendent of Monghyr (o vend for all of the
men who had been drugged during the last year or two.  Kenoo (one of the
plaintills in this case) was produced, and was taken by me to the Magis-
trate’s Hajut, where at least 40 or 50 prisoners were under confinement.
i Ho examined every one and at once picked out Soodin‘and Beharee as the

two men who had drugged him.  The deseription_he gave at the time,
which is in the record in the case, corresponds S&uctly with Soodin and
Beharce.  Kenoo appeared as o witness in the Sessions Trinl against
Soodin and Beharee,”

BENGAL.

[

51 | (2) Monaguyr

MeMo0 :—(These two criminals were sentenced to death for a similar
case of poironing in April 1865, at the Bahir Chowkee, in the district of
Monghyr, in which two persons died of the drugs wdministered to
' them— Fide Statement lor 1865.)

(3). Mr. Reily to ditto.—Case 10th October 1864 at Burriarpore :—
i “ Two persons potsoned, who died : Plundered Ry, 50 : Concerned 4 persons:
: | Arrested 3. Two men, Rajbullub and Sookreen, have confessed to  this
| cnse, and in their confession the record has been traced which corroborates
their statements completely. It appears 4 or 6 men belonging to the
Koomargunge gang, were out on a poisoning expedition.  Gurboo Sha
drugged two travellers near the bridge at Burriarpore. The travellers
went abont a mile and fell down. On robbing them they found cash and
"“wome aftar of roses in a flak, &e. The Record shows that 2 travel-
! lers were found dead at Burriatpore on the 10th October 1864, cevidently
poisoned.  On enquiry it turned out that they were the servants of a
Scent Merchant at GGhazeepore, and one of them kad a flask of altar of
roses when he loft the boat. This is a singular corroboration of a~con-
: fession. Gurhoo Sha has been arrested, and in his house has been foun¥
! : aflask of attar of roses, with a small quantity still in it. The caso is
still under investigation and promises well.  The merchant from Ghazee-
l pore and the boatmen have been sent for.  The local Police fuiled entirely
i at the time.”

i MEMO0 :—(Of the three prisoners in this case, one named Gurboo Sha
was hanged, another Diwaree was transported for life, and the third Sook
I . | Lall was sentenced to 3 years’ imprisonment.)
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over f Porick ApMINISTRATION REporT:—* Three cases of administermg
poisonous drugs for the purpose of robbery, occurred during the end of
the year. The Head of the Detective Department has been specially
deputed to investigate these cases, and his efforts have been crowned with
"] remarkable success.”
(3) Parna ... v | 303 )
Memo:—The Report does not give any account of the number of
persons arrested in these cases, or of how they were disposed of.
There was no mention of these eases in the Reports received in thiy
! L Office from Mr. Reily of the spS#al Detective Agency.
Porick ADMINISTRATION REPomT:—“In the remaining 3 cases of
murder ({wo of which were cases of goisnning.) Slt'ﬁ‘lld}lﬂt% were arrested,

g (l-) Bocra ... 9 but the cases fell through, owing to defective evidence.

- MEeMo :—These two cases do not appear among those reported to this

@] (Otlice by the Superintendent of the Detective Agency. ¢

A -

;F."g Taken from Table ¢ of Police Report for 1865, in which the cases for
that year (¥ in number) are compared with the number in 1864, and in
which the crime is classed as “causing hurt by means of poison with
intent to commit, offince.”  Fourteen persons were arrested in these seven
cases, of whom 3 were convieted and 11 were released.

Meyo :—No Police Report for Caleutta for 1864 was veceived in  this
(5),Town AND Supurns) iy Office.
or Carcurra K oo o )
The following is the only account. received in this Office of any of the
above casgs, Py —
Octoher 1864 at Kolah Bagan in Caleuttn:—Name of' the vietim
Goolab prostitute, who recovered: Tmplicated 1 person: Arrested 1
“ Peero arrested, who has been identified by Goolah.”  No further notice
of the case was communicated. .
In a General Annual Return of Crime for the whole of the districts of
Bengal (Assam excepted,) for the year ending on the 31st December 1864,
) “two cases of Thugeee, &e., are given, in which R« 30-4-0 were
Torar. | 51 | 5 Districrs | 21 “stolen,” but, without any other details.  Whether they are identical with
any of the eases above noticed, or are additional cases, does not appeay, no
separate mention of them being made anywhere else throughout the
( Police Administration Report for 1861
(Lond of Bengal for 1861) ‘
L]
(1) Acra 3N
(2) Eran ... 1

v

=

O B

& (3) Murtrea... L2

= Taken from the Police Administration Report for the North-Western

o Provinces for 1864, but which contains no account of these cases or of the

= Police action in them.

A (4) AJMERE ... R ) .

| In reference however to Ajmere, the District Superintendent of Polico

Z, T to W pern

= 16 had _rn-_lmrtc_d: * During 1861, there were no cases of robbery by the

] ) administration of poisonous drugs.” )
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{ This ease terminated futally. * On the 16th May, the Gorait of Sikrora,
{in the Buasha Division, brought a body to the Station, accompanied by a
! young woman, Murrcum, danghter ot deceased, whose nnme was Zeennt-
Huzzeel.  TCappears that mother and daughter had been on - pilgrim-
age to Mecea and on their return they were joined at Bhopal Tal by a
man mmed  Girdharee Kewnt, who wentioned he was a resident of
Jounpoor, and was on His way there.  They proceeded in company as far
as Muchlee Shalur whero they put up at o serai. During the night,
[ Girdharee cooked food and ashed the deceased to partake of it He also
| gave the danghter something in a ehillum, \\']Iit"l made her giddy and
o 1 sick 3 the mother, too, shortly afler, beeame insensible, when Girdharee
(%) Jounrors : ) robbed her off Rs. 9-5-3 and decamped.  Eurly next morning the daughter
finding her mother stall in & preearions state, ot alarmed, and hired an
' Fkka tor the purpose of taking herinto Jounpoor. The Khkae driver,
however, probably from fraght, secing the mother's sfate, did not. take
them the whole way but lett them under o tope of trees at Sikrora and
drove off, The same evening the mother died. _Wthough cvery cndea-
pomr has heen made to {race the culpreit, he has uot yet heen heard of.
From enquinies institnted, it appears that Givdharee is unconnected with
any similar undeteeted cases inthe division (Benare He is, however,
an’ abseonded offender from the Jounpoor district, in a case of theft.”
L(Porict Apministiation Rerort vor 1861)

{9) Moorapasab I

' No account of these cases in the Police Administration Report for
1861, nor of the police action in them,

(10) Snaggnanvore 1i)e

(1) 18th August 1864 — A Constable found two young Chumarin girls
s insensible in Bissasurgunge in the eity, and having removed them to his
station, it was discovered, and also confessed to by the defendantgthat they
" had bhang mined in goor given to them by o chumar lad mam'(l Bun-
S dhoowa, I view o (lis lhaving eriminal connection with them, @fter
“they had become intovieatedg Jhe young women, on reaching the Super-
intendent’s house shortly after, had quite recovered their senses, and
recogndzed the defendant as the person who had been in their company and
gave them the goor, and the \\Lnlu story was confirmed by three other
. lads who were with” Bundhoowa when he purchased the bhang and admi-
nistered it to the plainfis. The prisoner was duly forwarded for trial,
Cunder Seetion 328 of the Code, and committed to the Sessions, wnd sen-
teneed to five years” imprisonment.”

L2) * As there is no robbery in this ease, nor"apparently any intention
1 of such, perhaps it should not have found entry in this veport; but as it
! has been shown in- the Benares statementsy T have also decmed it advis-
| able to mention it, iz —

NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES.

12th November 1864 :— [t appears that three travellers, Sheokurn,
Khooseeram, and Sookram  Dass, residents ot the Meerut, District, were
J travelling towards Juggurnnth, At Allahabad they were joined by one

Guwur, who made himself exeeedingly agreeable on the journey.  On
arrival at Benares they put up at a Dhurdhishalah, when Girwur went
and purchased poorces and sweetmeals, and the whole purty eat their
meals together, In the evening, the said Girwur brought some choora
and goor, of which Khooseeram and Sookram Dass partook, but, Sheokurn
,gvclinctl. Soon after, the two former got stupified, and about, midnight
Nookram Dass began to vomit; on this Sheohwn got frightened, and
suspecting foul play on the part of Givwur, searched his brother Khoosce-
ram to sce whether his purse which contained Rs. 8 was safe ; not finding
it he at onee suspected Girwur of the theft and complained to the Police.
Rs. 11 were found on Girwur, but Khooseerams” purse was not fortheom-
ing.  On being questioned, he confessed o the theft, but denied having
. tampered with the evening meal,  However, from the condition of the two
men and the Medical Officer’s report, there was no doubt that something
deleterious had been mixed with the food.  The case being strong againgt,
Girwur, he was arrested and forwarded for trial, committed to the Sesxions,
and sentenced to fourteen years” imprisonment.” °

(3) 17th November 1861 .—* An inscpsible traveller was found by the
chowkeedar of village Shoojabad, lying elose to a jowar field near the 1iver
bank, and was brought by him to the Rajghat ont-post.  The Sub-Inspe -
LLtor of Ramnugger happened to be there at the time, and, imagining the

<t

(11) BeNanes
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{‘man had an epileptic fit, sprinkled his face with water, &c. After two or threo
hours the man came to his senses and told his tale—that he was travelling
from the Upper Provinces towards Gya, and on reaching Mohun Serai
(ubout eight miles from Benares) was accosted by a man calling himself
an Aheer, who said he was going to Patna where he hud a brother; they
walked on in company, crossing during the afternoon the bridge-of-boats
at Rajghat, where they pulled up and seated themselves by the river bank.
Ramasur (the plaintiff) then told his companion to get some sutfoo, which
he brought tied up in two bundles : one portion he gave to Ramasur, and
eat the other himself. Afler taking a little, he detected a bitter taste in
the suttoo, and threw the remainder away into the river, asking his friend
what sort of suttoo he had brought; he replied that it was the best to be
had. Shortly after, Ramasur became giddysthe Aheer then led him along
the bank of the river for about half'a mile when he became insensible. He
had a Zota, a ruzzai, and Rs. two in cash with him; these must have been
taken from him by the Aheer, who had disappeared.  The.search ufter the
defendant was unsuccessful at the time, but shortly after he was engaged
in a similar crime and arrested— Fide case 5.”

(4) 5th December 1864 :—* The fourth ease occurred in the Dussa-
soomade Division of the city of Bgnares. About 5 . M. two men, one
calling himself Gokul, the other (name unknown), apparently his servant,
visited a prostitute by name Chunder Monee. The former gave her «
Rupee nm{ proposed remaining the night. Two other women who lived
close by happened to be there at the time, but went away soon after.
Gokul then sent his servant for poorees, sweetmeats, and cream, and they
all partook ; soon after Chunder Monee became insensible, and remembered
nothing till seven the following morning.  When she awoke she found she
had vomitedell over the floor, and that the two men had disappeared.
On looking about, she diseovered a box of her’s had been broken open, and
the contents consisting of clothes and jewels valued at Rs. 114-8-0 stolen.”

“The first intimation to the Police was at 10 A. m. on the 6th, when the
Sub-Tuspector proceeded to the plaintiff’s house, and having collected the
substance vomited forwarded it to the Civil Surgeon. He then obtained
a deseriptive roll of the culprits, and after a few hours’ search found Gokul
in another prostitute’s house.  When brought before the plaintiff he was
at once recognized by her, as also by the two women who were visiting
her the previous evening, and was duly forwarded for trial; but the fact
of hin having given any drug not being properly established, he was
released on that charge.  However, on further enquiry on the part of the
Magistrate, he was disposed of under Section 280 of Act XXV. of 1861.
Although every endeavour was made to trace the second culprit, the efforts
of the Police were unsuccesstul, and he is still at large.”

A

(5) 6th December 1864 :—* The fifth and last case in this district occur-
red near Rajah talno. The Sub-Inspector of the Mirza Moorad Station had
been in that divection enquiring into a case, and returning about noon,
saw aman lying down about a stone’s throw from the tank. On being
called, he raised his head for a moment. The Sub-Inspector then went
close to him, when he informed him that his name was Hookmee Hujjam,
and that he had come from Allahabad ; that some three koss back he had
met a man, calling himself un Ahcer, who had given him some suftvo
whilst seated at a tank ; and that, on arrival at Rajah talao, feeling himself
heated and dizzy, be had laid down, and that his compunion had gone on
w-head.’

“The Sub-Inspector, suspecting foul play, at once obtained a description
of the supposed Ahcer and started in pursuit. Immediately after, scemng a
man going in the direction of Hookmee, and his appearanco tallying with
the descriptive roll, he arrested him, when the plaintiff' at once recognized
him as the person who had given him the suttoo. The defendant on being
questioned was found to be a Passece; his name was Shewdeen.  He con-
fesned to having given Hookmee some bhang to drink mixed with a small
quantity of opium, then the sutfoo, and concluded by making him a ganja
chillum mixed with two dhuttoora seeds, and that it was his intention to
rob his victim when quite insensible. Hookmee was at once sent in to the
Medical Officor, and sufficient evidence in support of the confession being
forthcoming, Shewdeen was forwarded for trial.”

“ When first scen by the Superintendent of Police, he was identified as
the person who had escaped in the Ramnuggur case (No. 8 supra), and on
him were discovered the articles stolen on that occasion. He acknow-
ledged his guilt, and mentioned that he had been initiated into the system
by the professional poisoner Bishoondyal, who was arrested, convicted, and
hanged at Benares in 1863. Shewdeen was duly tried and convicted, and
Lis now undergoing 10 years’ imprisonment. e first case against the
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(defendant. was not gone into, owing to the absence of the plintiff, and to
i there being no other direct evidency against him,”
J

Mexo :—This ease was reported {o this Office, and Shewdeen Passco
was found {o be in the rolls of the Thuggee and Dicoity Departiment an a
registered Thug poisoner.  For Bishendyal’s case, who was « refrurned
emigrant from the Mauritiys vide General Superintendent’s Annual Report

Lfor 1863, No. 794, duted® /. {r Seplember 186 ) Pura. XX,

(1) 10th May 1864 :—“ A man was found lying insensible near a liquor-
shop, a short distance from the Kuchwa bazar, by the Head Constable of thut
Station when out patrolling.  The Police Oflicer learnt that the man had
been there since 12 o’clock, and that ho had shown signs of intoxieation
when he arrived, and had remained so up to the houe (6 r. M) of the Head
Constable’s coming ups The Oflicer tried to move him, but failed, and, think-
ing his appearance different from that of a drunken man, forwarded him
for modicull examination, when it was ascertained to he o ense of drugging.
The man did not vecover his senses sufliciently for twenty-four hours after
his arrival at Mirzapore, when he stated that he was proceeding  from
" Allahabad to Benares, and at Gopeegunj was joined by o man, who, after

administering some drag (discovered o be dhutoora) m his food, decoyed

him off the main road.  Soon after they must have reached the above-

wentioned liquor-shop, when the prisoner, finding his companion getting
~worse and worse, decamped, after relieving his vietim of’ property valued at
Rx. 5-8-0.  From the time of the first discovery, the Knehwa Police did
ther best in tho case, but without any good result. The culprit, however,
was snbsequently arrested in another case (3) when the commission of this
i one was traced to him.”

with grain for sale 5 sixof them were in one  partnership, and four in
{another. They all put up atone Fukeer Hulwaee's house, where they were
i always in the habit of lodging.  Having disposed of their goads, the former
party returned to their homes on the following morning, leaving the four
others behind, three of whom had during the night. beeome insensible, the
fourth man, Ram Koomar by name, heing all vight.  From the statement,
of the chowkeedar, who reported the case, it appears the xaid Run Koomar
had done hix utmost to keep the other three from the public gaze and the
Police the evening before, and apparently succeeded until the roport was
made. Tt was aseertained that the vietims had sold their grain for R« 65-8,
and the money made over to- Ram Koomar, who wishing to appropriate
the whole amount, mixed some dhufoora seed into the fool of his ptners,
in view to make oft when the drug had taken proper effect. The money
had for some time been made over to one ()ujumlLi:t. in whose house it
was found tied up in a jacket belonging to the said Ram Koomar, who was
duly committed to Sessions, convicted, and sentenced to five yenrs' impri-
sonment.”

(3)  24th June 1864:—“ A little girl, Dilbalar, informed the Police
that her mother (a prostitute) named Budia was lying insensible at her
house, and that a man had been there at 8 A, m., who shortly after ashed
her (Dilbahar) {0 go out and purchase a little sugar: when brought, he
made a shurbut, of which the mother partook.  He then sent her again
for pan.  On her return, half an hour afier, she found her mother insensi-
ble, and the man gone off with jewellery valued at Rs. 28-6. The report
wag made at 1 2. ., and at 4 v, M., from the deseription obtained from
Dilbahar, the man was arrested at the Railway station, and on being
brought 1o Budma's house was at once recognized by the girl and a neigh-
bour. His name was Mungur, and on further enquiry he turned out to
be the individual who drugged the man in case (1), 1le was committed
to the Sessions, convicted, and sentenced to 20 years’ imprisonment.”

(1) 31st October 1864:—“ A woman calling herself Kutree, went to
the house of Bechoo Kulwar in Bhudeee and claimed relationship with the
family through Debee Kulwar of Gopeegunj, and said she had come tostalk
about some marriage in the family, which she was anxious to prevenk.
She then proposed having some food with Bechooand his fumily consisting
of his wife and two or three other persons, The chupatees were ready
cooked, and preparations were made for cooking some vegetables, when
i one of Bechoo's children, about. eleven years old, began to grind spices to
flavor them. The stranger talked about family matters, and presently sug-
gested to the little girl that she should help her to grind the spices;
shortly after, the little girl and her mother went out for natural purposes.
When the food was ready, Bechoo and his father partook, but another
Lduugbtcr who joined them in the meal, thinking it tasted nasty, sput it

(2) 16th May 1864 :—“ A party of ten beparees came into the bazr

)
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Cout. When the meal was over, Bechoo and his father became insensible,
Bechoo's wife returned, and finding them in this state, tried to bring
them round ; and in the confusion the stranger decamped with her orna-
ments valued at Rs. 17. From the way in which she went to work, there
is every reason to suppose that Kutree niust be a professional poisoner. A
woman answering to the deseription was subsequently arrested at Gopees
gunj, but the plaintiff’ failed to recognize her as the culprit, and no report
havingsbeen made to this Office of her capture, I conclude Mussamut
Kutree must be still at large.”

A

Memo:—Cases  of this kind have taken place in other parts of the
country, and were fully reported upon in the General Superintendent’s
Anmnual Report in the Forcign Department for 1862, For a remarkable
instance, vide para. XXL of Col. Hervey’s Report, Na. 794, dated 15th
September 1863. .

The Police Administration Report contains no separate account of these
cases nor of the polico action in them,

[ One case 31st January 1864:—This case is one of the usual stamp.
Bida Ram, Constable, while procecding on duty from Chundose to Coel,
observed u bhylee passing him, and being struck with the appearance of
the driver (Dhokul), who looked intoxicated, he stopped him; a man, a
woman and a girl were walking alongside.  Dhokul was too ill to speak,
but ho ma&e signs that the people with him had given him something to
cat, upon {his he took all three into custody, but being alone the man
ran away. Some arsenic and poorces were found in the bhylee. On
recovering, the bhylee driver gave evidence against the man and woman.
The man was subsequently arrested and sentenced to {en years” and the
woman o seven years’ imprisonment.”

Ae

Meimo :—The habit of a class of professional poisoners, of selecting
hackery and bhylee drivers for their vietims, was deseribed in the General
Superintendent’s Report to the Government of India, Forcign Depart-
ment, No. 794, dated 15th September 1863, paras. XIX and XXIV.

The Police Administration Report for 1864 gives no account of the
Lother three cases, or of any police action in them,

INsPRCTOR (FENERATL oF Poricr:—* During the year, the District Su-
perintendent of Police (from information received.) discovered and prose-
cuted to convicetion a poisoner named Kullooah who had committed two
robberies by administration of dhutoorak in 1863, This man was a
professional robber by poison, and his discovery, capture and conviction,
are matters of congratulation.”

Memo :—This man Kulloo Kachee was in connection with one Mohun
and other poisoners, implicated in several ecases oft Thuggee by means of
poisons investigated by the Thuggee and Dacoity Department defore its
withdrawal from British Territory by the Resolution of 1863. He had
poisoned a man in Budaon in July 1861, and a reward of Rs. 50 was
offered for his arrest.

No accoynt of the 3 eases here returned for 1864, or of the action taken
in them, was given in the Police Administration Report for 1864 ; but the
following is the account of one of them as reported to the Thuggee and
Dacoity Departient, viz :—

20th  September 1864 :— Goolzar Puthan had sold a horse and pony
at Allyghur for Rs. 135, which he had with him. He ]‘)ut up one
night at the serai at Soomna, and the next night at Khoorjuh. A man
from near the Railway station at Allyghur had accompanied him, He
cume with the complainant as far as Choluh, where the latter fell asleep,
and this man went off with his money, &e. It appears that near Cholah,
the thief had procured him some poorecs, which he ate and proceeded on
his way. When he got some little distance, he fell down and became
insensible. When he recovered a little, he went to Secundrabad to report
the theft. A Sub-Inspector had not proceeded with him very far, when
he again began to feel the effects of the dhutoora, but he recovered shortly
afterwards. He stated that tho man had given his name &s Buldeo, son
of Nutho Jat, resident of Hatrass in the Allyghur District. From the
complainant's account of the man, it would seem that he belonged to a
gang of poisoners located at Hatrass where one of them had been
\previously seized for some similar cases of poisoning.”
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No details of these enses, or of any police action in them, nre given in
the Police Administration Report for 1864 ; but from a statement received
in this Offiee, it would seem that one of the number took plaee on the

| 17th March 186E and that one person died from the effects of the drug
{Ldministered, but no other details were communicated.

r (1) 17th May 1864:—Kulloo, a sweeper, was travelling to Umballn
accompanied by his wife and two children and by his brother Sufree, to
visit some relntions who were sweepers attached to the Horse Artillery at
" that station. He deposed : We reached  village in: Mecrut and not fue
| from Sirdhunah, we met o man who partook of food with us.  We came
1uhmg to Boorbanah, cat some  chubeena and sturted to Kurhur, We
I eat separately and came on to a place two Ross from Shamlee where there
was no labitation, He there fed us with some mulleeda (a cake of goor,
flowr and water))  Half an hour afterwards, T became quite insensible ;
my tongue heeame dry, and 1 eould not speak ; my head and body pained
dreadfully. 1 was insensible one wholo night ind o duy. T was purged
and vomited, otherwise 1 should not have eseaped. My brother died
owing fo the drug being administered to him ina large quantity.  While
insensible T was robbed of & silver chain 6 Rupees, necklace § Rupees,
cloth and utensils (value not known.) and Rs. 2-8-0 in eush. 1 can re-
cognize him if apprehended. He was of smull stature, small beard, of
middling complexion, aged about 40 years. e ix w Mahomedan.  The
poisoner was with our party for {wo days.  He did not accompany us
from Meerut 5 we fell in with hinvon the Mozuffernuggrur side of Sivdhuna.”

. L .

Meso:—The Police Administration Report containg no account of the
above case. An unpartaken portion of the mulleeda was sent to Dr.
Macnamara, the Chemical Examiner to Government, who reported, viz :—

“As the physiological test only ean be relied on for such poisons as
dhutoora, L made an extract of a portion (ahout 2 ounces) of' the bread,
and gave a part of the extraet o a ent. The pupils of the animal
beeame in a very short time widely dilated, and continned so for several
hours.  No other symptoms showed theselves, L dropped some of the
liguid extract info one eye of ench of two other eats.  The pupils of the
eyes wo treated beeame markedly dilated. From these experiments I
have no doubt, the bread contained dhutoora or some other poison,”

1 (@) 12th July 1864 :—* Sireea went to Nuthun Jut's house, and tojd
him he could recover his bullock which had heen stolen 5 o Nuthun taking
Ry, 11 ofarted off with defendant.,  He did not return home, and  his
father and relatives being alarmed at his absence, commenced  enquiries,
and reported at Barote Police Station that hix son had gone away with
Siveea, and he feared he (Siveen) had murdered him,  The Police com-
meneed enquiry, and ascertained that Juga Ram, Nuthun’s uncle, had
gone to the Kurnaul District, to look for Sireea, whom he had recognized
when going with his nephew Nuthun, and that Sireea was arrested and
made over to the Police by the zemindus of Siveea’s village in the Kurnnul
District on 25th July, charged with suspicion of having murdered Nuthun.
At this time it was not known that Nuthun had been drugged, only that he
was missing.  Now comes the curious part: It so happened that, on the
10th July, a requisition came from the Superintendent of Police, Suharun-
pore, to search for a lunatic in this distriet (Mozutfernuggur), and on the
13th July, a man lying on a charpoy (who afterwards turned out to be
Nuthun), and very like a Tunatic, was taken to the Kyranah Police Station.
*The Sub-Inspector thought the man was the lanatie in question, and for-
warded him to the Sudder Station.  On arrival here he was forwarded on,
by order of the Mugistrate, to Saharunpore.  On arrvival at Saharunpore
he turned out 2ot to he the man that was required, and was accordingly
sent back to this station, when he was released by the Magistrnte and he
returned to his village.  On the 30th July Nuthun went fo Barote, and
recognized Sirece as the man who had drugged kim near Kyranak, = 'fhe
case was transferred from the Meerut district to this.  The Magistrate of
the district has tried the case, and the erime has been clearly proved

»

againkt ¢ Sircea.’ .

Mewmo :—This culprit had committed another case of
1 exactly the same deviee in the previous December, 1863,
’ upon both charges and sentenced to 14 years' imprisonnent.

ll'"i"""i"‘r‘ by
He was tried

L There is no account of the third case.
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No account. of this case in the Police Administration Report, or of any
{ Police action in it.

[ TIn the Police Administration Report for 1865, it was stated that the
casesin 1861 numbered 35 only, while in Appendix IL of the same
Report, the number was 47,

InspieToR GENFRAL, OF POLICE :—* No ease of Thuggee (by strangula-
tion) has ocewrred within the year, and only fio cases of old occurrence
remain undeteeted.”

“There has been a sensible decrease in the offence of robbery by
administration of poison.  The convietion of Hurpershad and his wang
in 1863 will probably have contributed a good deal to this, and the
seizure and convietion of other professionals during 1864, will, I hope,
together with measures now in progress at - Allvehur, further reduce the
number of these offences. During the year, 47 cases oceurred : 40 cases
were detected, leading to the convietion ot 32 persons.”

Mevo:—The number of persons arrested sand other details, are not
shown in the Policd Administration Report.  Hurpershad and his gang
were brought, to justice by Major Chamberlain, Assistant General Super-
intendent at Lucknow, for an account. of whose proceedings in - that
remarhable ease, vide the General Superintendent’s” Report to the Gov-
cinment, of €ndia, No. 791, dated 15th September 1863, Paras. XIX and
XXIV.

Dervry INserctor GENERAL oF Porrce  (Mujor Turrwkitt) :—Pro-
sssional poisoning by dhutoora, §e.—*"This atrocious erime, rendered

so facile by the ease with which the vegetable porson is procured, and the
ditheulty of deteetion, owing to the victim being for so many hours in a
state of coma before he can give information, is, Lam glad to say, not
much on the inerease.”

I “The conrse pursued by the professional dhutoore poisoner, in entrap-
“ping and drugging his vietim, is so well known to the Police Officers of
the North-Western Provinees, that it weuld be a work of  supererogation
for me 1o enter into it in this Report. To those who have lately joined
the Police, T recommend the Report of Major Chamberlain, Assistant
General Superintendent, for 1862, Suflice it to say, that the usual vietims
are travellers and men of the Nautive Avmy proceeding on leave, and  that,
a large number of blylees and cattle ave stolen by the use of this drug,
us evidenced in the case of Deesaof the Ktah Distriet and Sireen of Kur-
naul, arrested in the Mozuffernugewr Distriet. I have much reason to
believe that this erime was in full swing in the Allyghur and Etah
Distriets during the cholera epidemic of 1861, and that numbers of per-
sons poisoned and found dead were entered in the Police diaries, as
having died from cholera or starvation. The drug is administered m
various ways, but the ¢hi/lum and sweetmeats are the favorite forms of
professional poisoncrs. 23 eases remained undetected in the  Mecrut
and Rohileund Divisions from January 1861 fo Ist January 1864 ; of
these, 2 cases of 1863 were detected in 1864, 27z, 1 at Mozuflernugeur,
cand 1 at Boolundshuhur,  During 1864 thirteen eases occurred (in those
two Divisions), eight of which were detected during the year.  In August,
I examined af Agra, two lite prisoners, Mohun and another.  Mohun gave
valuable information in the case of Kulloo, who was the perpetrator of
the poisoning case at Bhoor in the Boolundshuhur distriet, and  he is now
at All]\'glutr working fairly under Mr. Williams, District Superintendent
of Police.”

———

MgeMo :—The cases in this Division (Mecrnt and Rohileund.) amounted
to 19, it would scem, and not to 13 only. Mohun confessed to Major
Chamberlain, to as many as 17 cases of posoning in Etah, Agra, Muttra,
Budaon, and Allygurh.  He was sentenced for lite in a case of poisoning
in the Muttra District on the 22nd July 1861. ‘

Derury INsPReTOR  GENERAL (Major Davis):—*“Robbery by ad-
ministration of poison, whilst it numbered 22 cases in 1863 (in the Agra
and Allahabad Division,) is reduced to 13 in 1864, Few of these present
any serious features, such as would lead one to think them, as a rule, the
work of organized and wide spread gangs.  They are mostly cascs of one
man taking advantage of simple villagers, casually met, to stupify and
then rob them of what little t‘lt'}‘p()&%t‘sgt‘(l. The exception to this case,
! is the gang of poisoners convicted in the Banda District, (i.e. Hurper-
{_shad’s Gang.)"
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*“The amount stolen in this way in 1864 is Rs. 246-2-0 in the 13 cases
. Out of 65 persons concerned in them, 30 were brought o trinl. Of theso
21 may be said to be convieted, against 9 acquitted —an average which
seems fair when the nature of the erime is considered, and that in most
cases, all the party acted upongnre victims to the stupifaction caused by
dhutoorah, and which pn:vcmbu their giving much or any information to
identify the poisoner.”

Memo :—Tho cases in this Division amounted, it would scem, to 15
and not 13 only.

Devury® INspecTOR GENERAL (Major Manning) :—* Robberies by
the administration of poison or other deleterious dmgs.  Of these, 10
cases oceurrsd in this Division (Benares,) viz: & in the Benares District,
4 in Mirzapore, and 1 iu Jounpore.”

MEvo :—It would seem that the cases in this Division were 12 and not

Torar| 16 | In I8 Districts, —contd. | 47%{ 10 only.

Drrury Insprcror QGENERAL (Major Dewnchy) :—*This Division
(Thanxie) has been altogether fres from dacoiter, thuggee, or robberies by
the administration of poisonous drugs during the yeur 1864"

“I have at present on my file 3 cuses of administration of poisonous
drugs, 1 of thuggeo and 2 of dacoitee. They are all of 1861 and 1862,
but the perpetrators of the two former ervimes are birds of passage in this
Division, Humeerpoor being the distriet. which they favor most. They
leave but little clue, and that little I have found it diflicult, after such a
long interval, to take up.”

MEMO *
GoverRNMENT Norti WESTERN PRoOVINCES :—“ It is safistictory thut
Meerut and Rohileund - 19 cascs. no ease of thuggee has oceurred within the year, aud that only two cases
Agra and Allahabad 15, of old oceurrence remain undetected.”
Henares ., . w12, . . . .
Jhansie ol “There ln{w been o m-l.ml;.h‘ deerease in ,Hu- offence of robbery by wlmi-
Ajmere . R Unistration of poison, which ix satisfiwtory.

Torsw 47 cases

(End of North-Western Provinces for 1861 )

Porice ADMINISTRATION RerorT:—* There were § eases of robhery
rlll)'ct' of which werve effected by adminestering porsonous drugs. In only
| one of the drugging cuses was an apprehension made, and that resulted
in acquittal.”

(1) *Amannamed Jheryuk, caste Dhobee, was proceeding along the road
in the Moraon juri«lirtiun, when aman eame up to him, and after talk-
ing, they yroceeded together. Towards evening the stranger offered somo
suttoo, which the Dhobee ate, and shortly alterwards became inzensible,
The officer in charge of the Police Station was on the spot us soon ay
possible, and every endenvour was made to traco the powoner, but to wo
purpose. Descriptive Rolls were sent to the neighbouring  district, and
every effort made thiough the Police and Chowheedars, but without avail.
The small property of the Dhobee had of course been stolen.”

(2) “The wecond case oceurred in October near the village of
Passakheyra in the Poorwa jurisdiction. A man, Ram Buksh, was going
. along, when a stranger entered into conversation with him, and they
proceeded together. At evening the stranger offered the Brahmm some
suttoo which he greedily ate and becwme insensible ;- his small property
was taken off. The Inkpector and the Officer in charge of the Polics
Smtion were for a long time employed in searching all the villages vound,
in endeavoring to get the plaintitf to identify the culprit.  This however
was without suceess, The drugged man having said that the man who
drugged him had stated he wan a resident of Cawnpore, aniutellizent
Ofticer was desputehed there with the plaintill, and they remained ~viial
days watching the Lazars, but to no {:m-/m.w:. There 14 very eonsiderable
doubt if the vietim could recognize his drugger as will he seen by tue
next case,”

8 | (1) Ooxao ..,

OUDH.
o

(3) “The third eace occurred hetween the villages of Shewpore :uvlnl
Murro:e in the Achulgunj jurisdietion.  One ease is the counterpart of
the ot . A man Shewdeen was going along towards Cawnpore, when
be w.s overtaken by a man, calling himself an Aheer; they proceeded
together, AL nightfall, the stranger offered some sutfoo which was eaten
Shortly afterwards, the vietim becune insensible, and his small belongine-.
were stolen, The most strenuous efforts were made. The Inspeetor and Chief
Constable went to ahmost every village on the route the man had taken
‘Llhrough portions of the Koy Bareilly and Sultanpore Distriets. The Dintrict

Swperintencent endeavoured thiough the Chowkeedars to find the wan.

C“"} 8 | 1 Districr o 3
over
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Tho inspector patrolled the road with the drugged man, and went to
watch the ghat at the Gunges. The victim pointed out a man who he
4 snid was the man who g:ve him the suttoo. He said he recognized his
kummul and a little bag. On examination this broke down entirely.
His witnesses could not idenfify the articles, and the man apprchended
Lestablished an *alibi’ most clearly.”

0oNa0,—contd.

( Porick ADMINIATRATION REroRT:—All the 13 innurders, including onc
by potson, are, however, ordinary for the sake of revenge, &c. The Police
(2) Hornut 1 |J apprehended inevery case, but one.”

MeMO :— This leaves it doubtful whether thepoisoning case was among
__the detected cases or not.)

'DH.

()¢

( Theso cases were entered in a “Statement showin® cases of Thuggee in
the District of Fyzabad” received from the Deputy Commissioner under
date 19th March 1866, as of occurrence (1) at Hajeepore on the 1st July
1864, persons implicated 25 arvested 8: (2) at Kuniapore on the 13th
(3) Fyzasap .. 3 |4 August 1864, persons implieated 16, arrested 9: (3) at Serni Rancepors
on the 17th Augnst 1864, persons implicatod 20, arrested 1: total im-
plieated 61, arrested 18: but no other details were given, and it seems
probable that the occurrence of these enses only became known effer the
date of the Police Administration Report for 1864,

(4) PerTABGHUR . 1 |{ by poison * % * The murder by poison was an ordinary murder for

y

{ Poricr ApMINISTRATION REPORT :—* Nine murders, of whick one was

revenge.”

( IxsprctoR GENERAL OF PoLick:~* No perceptiblo effect on the crimes
of the provinces has been produced by the abolition of the Thuggee
Depariment.” * There have been no cases of Thuggee.”

“ Robbery by administering intoricating drugs :—During the year, only
4 erimes of this nature were reported and none ended futally ; three cases
were roported in the Oonao District and one in Fyzabad.”

“The onse (in Fyzabad) occurred at a bathing place on the road to
Sultanpore among travellors returning from bathing at Ajoadhya; it was
for robbery, but the poisoners were disturbed hefore they couﬁ'l complete
the offence. It will be observed that the Fyzabad case was an unsuccess-
ful attempt.”

MEemo :—No separate mention of this case was given in the Polico
Adwinistration Report under the Fyzabad District unless it was alluded
to in the following sentence, viz: —in one ocase of * attempt at murder,”
it was decided that the crime was not committed.” It will be perceived
from the date and place of this case, that it is notone of the thiee above
entered ngainst Fyzabad., Thus by rejecting this attempted caseand the 2
revenge cases for Hurdui and Pertabghur, there remain 3 cases only for all
| Oudh aceording to the Police Administration Report for 1864, and those
i too, of oceurrence only in Oonao !

l Porick ADMINISTRATION REPORT, TABLES A AND B:—% Murders by
poison. Three cascs against 5 in 1863 : arrested 6 persons, acquitted 1:
convieted 2 : ‘ died, trunsferred or escaped’ 1: under trial at the close of the
year 2 persorts in 1 case.”

Torar,| 8 | 4 Districts .. 8

MEMO0 :—Whether these are the three cases for Oonao or not is not
plain—the latter having been described ahove not fo fave ended
Sutally, whereas these are otherwise described. But it is possiblo that
these 3 cases comprise two with murder in Hurdui and Pertabghur,
and another “ revengo case” by means of poison in some other not men-
tioned district and not the Qonao cases, the following remark appearing in
para. 168 of the Police Administration Report for 1864, viz: “ The remain-
ng cases (of murder) were 101 in number, and, including the 3 by poison,
were ordinary murders cammitted from jealousy, revenge or quarrels, &c,”

Without reference to, classification, the number of reported cases of
oisoning in Oudh in 1864, whether stated in the Police Administration
Yh‘port or otherwise gathered as in the oases for Fyzabad, and the details
to bo collected regarding them, would seem to be summarized as follows :—=

RecarITrATION :—Total cases 10 (including anwttempt in Fyzabad, and
a case atter with murder in some unmentioned district) against 6 in
1863 : Concerned 61 persons in 3 cases in Fyzabad as reported by the
Deputy Commissioner : Number concerned not statedin 7 cases : Arrested
25 persons in 7 cases : No onc arrested in 3 cases: 1 man released in one
case (in Oonao:) 2 persons convicted, 1 acquitted, 1 otherwise disposed of
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((in 2 cases (of revenge:) 20 persons pending in 4 cases (riz: 3 in Fyzabad
and 1 a revengo case:) Property robbed not shown: Murder in 3 cases :
No murder in 7 cases,

INsPRCTOR GENERAL oF Poricr:—* The Provinee, T am thank{ul to
has been comparatively free from this horrible crime durtng the year under
review,”

Cmier CovyissioNgER :—“Tn murder by poison there has been o
decrense, and the Chief Commissioner understands that none of theso
crimes were for purposes of robbery.”

<

*“ The effect of the abolition of the Thuggee Department continues to
be imperceptible as the Chief Commissioner expeeted.”

“Three of the 4 cases of vohbery by ndministering intoxicating drugé
oceurred in Qonno,  The venson probubly ix that three-fourths of the
(travellers who leave and enter Oudh cross the Ganges ut Cawnpore.”

(End of Oudh.)

PUNJAB.

(1) UmpaLrAn

(2) LoobIanan

(3) DELm ...

(4) Gooroaox

12
(5) Hissan ...
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No details given,

Police Administration Report for 1864, the cuses in Loodianah were two.
No other details were given,

{ Three Yorsnns convieted.  Memo:—According to Appendix TIT of the

Fourteen }wrsrms convicted.  Memo :—~According to Appendix TTT of
the Police Administration Report for 1861, the cases in Delhi numbered
ten. No other detuils given.)

One only of these cases (1T1th Angust 1864,) was reported to this
Office.  Two travellers arrived at the serai ntfonnh for the night. At 10
P M. it was discovered that one lay strefehed upon o cot ‘quite dead, and
that the other had gone off.  The decensed had been poisoned and robbed
of all his property. The culprit wan not discovered. He had given his
mame as Cheytrun, No account of the remuaining cases was communi-

b cated.

Tn addition to these cases, a report was received, in the Thuggee and
Dacoity  Depnrtment, of a dead body of & female having been found at o
well nenr Delhi (15th December 1864,) with the hands fastened and o
rope round the neck. The enquiry into this case resulted in its being
ascertained (it wax stated,) that this was not a caso of thugges or poi-
meing, but that the woman had been murdered by her son-in-law.

No account or details of this case in the Police Administration Report.

( The Police  Administration  Report gives no account of these cases.
One only of them was reported to this Office, viz :—

“At 10 p. M. of the 5th December 1864, a cart driver name Hiddayut
Oollah ran into the village of Kukrana with foam issuing from his mouth,
amd unable to give any utterance.  He recovered his senses after 3 days,
and stated that he had come from Delhi with his cart to the serai ab
Rohtuck where three persons engaged him for a sum of three rapees and
ahalf, to take them to Nawur; that they were employés in the Canal
Department at Kurnanl and were on leave 5 that when como alittle beyond
Kukrana, they gave him some mulleeda which had been drugeed, which
he ate; that o mile or two further on he becume insensible, and in that
condition wandered back to Kukrana; the strangers had taken away his
cart and bullocks. No traces of the culprits or of the cart and bullocks
were discovered.” .

~

Memo :—This was a repetition of the hackery cases practised by
Hurpershad's Gang—T17de remarks on the subject in the present State-
ment under the North-Western Provinees.)

No account of these cases in the Police Administration Report; but
one case according to a report of it to the Thuggee and Dacoity Depart-
ment, took plnce as follows (dute not stated.)  * This case, although not
attended with the death of the victims, wasno doubt perpetrated by
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fpm(essional thug poisoners; both 8f the partics arrested for it (a man
and a woman) having been suspected as accomplices in previous cases of
robbery with drugging. On the present occasion they .had established
themselves in a village, and _af¥er @ residence of sume weeks had entirely
gained the confidence q{' tho@phabitants.  After some weeks, the man per-
sunded some of the village people to accompany him for the purpose of
buying cattle in the Mulwa districts. On the road he persuaded them to
appoint 2 men as mooktyars and consign to their care all the money
reguisite for the purpose. These two persons he contrived to separate,
3 and then drugged one of them, carrying off all the money in his charge
as well as his horse.  The woman in the meantime decamped fro m the
village with o large quantity of ornaments which she had borrowed on
the plea of attending a marriage.  Both were subsequently apprehended
by the Lahore Police and the greater portion of the property was
recovered.  Both were sentenced to 7 years' trausp?ltubiou."

Meyo :—The conviction of these 2 persons was not, it scems, included
Lin the Police Administration Report.

( Two persons convieted. The Police Administration Report gives no
further account of these cases.

Porice ADMINISTRATION REroRT— Umritsur Cify:—The increase in
murders is remarkable.  Of these cases, Zwo were unfortunate prostitutes
strangled for the sake of their ornnments. Major McAndrew (someo
time Assistant General Superintendent) points out that this is a kind
of “ Thuggey,” though not what would be ordinarily understood by that
name. The offender perpetrates the offence generally unaided, and hence
the difficulty of discovery. Similar cases have occurred in Lahore and
Jullander in past years, and in none have the Police been successful.
“ During the past five years” Major McAndrew states “ but one case has
ever been detected, and in that the offender was & Puthan Sepoy marching
with a detachment; he confessed to several other similar murders.”

A

Meyo :—Some other eases of this kind, strangling prostitutes, occurred
L_in the City of Agra and were similarly aseribed to thugs.

No account of this casc was given,

Administeation Report there were fico cases in Jullundhur, convieted 2
persoas,

{ Two_persons convicted. According to Appendix IIT of the Police

No account of them was given,

{ The Police Administration Report gave no account of this case, and
“the following report of it was obtained from a Statement of cases of
{ Thuggee for 1864 received from the Commissioner of the Division :—
“ A man calling himself Goolamn Nubbee (Sheik,) resident of Chutbunoor
of Puttinla, administered dhutoora to two old persons (a man and his
wife,) Jooluhas or Weavers, of the village of Dook in the Budsur. Ilaqua
!of the Khangra District (21st December 1864.) While these two persons
were insensible, Goolamm Nubbee stripped them of their jewels and made
off. Mecantime the old man and his wife quite recovered. The offender
{ has been traced to Ropur in the Umballah District, and it is hoped will
soon be arregted.”

Memo:—The above case was subsequently detailed in full in the Police Ad.
ministration Report for 1866. The old couple were taken ill immediately
after partaking of sBome goor which was given to them as Neaz or consecrated
offering by the man Goolam Nubbee, who, in the garb of a Fuecqueer,
had been their guest for a fortnight. Some was also given to their daugh-
ter, but who spat it out by on finding it bitter. The village headmen at onco
administered the antidote of milk, which acted as an emetic and revived
the old people.  The culrrit was very persistently tracked from place to
place, and was eventually arrested in the Umballa Bazar and was there
recognized as the man who had committed somo other recent poisoning
cases in the Umballa District. By some misapprchension he was tried
for one of those offences only, and in accordance with the sentence passed
(7 years) he had even been actually transported to the Andamans when
the mistake of not trying him for the Khangra case was discovered.
Whereupon he was recalled and placed on his trial for that offence also,
on conviction whereof, he was sentenced to 7 years' additioual transporta-
|_tion, His proper name was Rahman.

A




REMARKS,

The Police Administration Report contained no account of this affair.,

{ Twao persons convieted.  No account of this case is given in the Polico

One person convicted.  No account given,
The Police Report gaye no account of this case,

(" One man convicted.  These eases ave not included in the Police Adini-
l nistration Report for 18GE - They were committed by o Thug Approver
of the old Thuggee and Dacoity l)‘-l.;n-nnom, named  Sobka, who excaped

| from the custody of the Lahore Police in May 18614, and was recaptned
near the City of Sealkote in the following Angust.  On one ocension, he
wave the porson of ** dhutoora stramomum ” 1o a man and a boy, on the
Stheduly, at Chuhgilhana, avillage in the Sealhote Distriet. The poison
was given ina dich of rice, mised with comse sugar. The boy died {rom
the eflects of the poison.  The Civil Surgeon ona post mortem: examination
found dhutvora seed m the stomach of the decensed, mived with rice.
Sobha was hanged.  He deelared that between the time of his escape and
capture, he had, joined by several associntes, committed s many as 18
cases of poisoning by dhutovra, wany of whick had terminated futally.

oMEro :—The sced fonund in the stomach wan according {o the medical
4 officer = only a portion of it, much being partially digested, and life must
have been destioyed with that quantity in the stomach,  The stomach in
contact with the seed was irritated. - There was morcover, no appenrance
of disease orany other caune for death, and having ascertained the symp-
foms previous to death ensuing, I eould come to no other conclusion,”

Porice Apmixistration Revort ror 1865 .—“There were thres
! Thuggee enses in 1861, in the Sealkote district, committed by one Sobha,
L Thug Approver, who escaped from the Central Juil and who was soon
Cafter taken and hanged.”

' Muvo -—As there is nodoubt of  these cases “of Murder by Thugs,”
three s the number refurned in the present Statement for Sealkote, and
the above is the account of one of them, no account of the other two

| having reached this Office. In the Police: Admmistration Report for

(1864, however, only one was given,

This caxe, although included in Appendix I of Police Administration
Report for 186 1, was excluded from Appendix HI: no secount of it was given,

One person convieted : but according to Appendix TTTof Police Adminis-
tration Repert, there was only one case. Noaccount of it was given,

account of it was given i the body of the Report,

This ease was alvo omitted from the list of eases given in Appendix I

{ This ease was omitted from Appendin TIT of' the DPolice Reporl, No
{uTtlxc Pollee Administration Report for 18G4,

( According to Table A and Appendix T of the Police Administeation
| Report, the total number of cases was 33, but aceording to Appendix 12T
E they were 3%, The nwnber returned in the present Statement conforins
L with Appendix I, with the addition, however, of three cases in Sealkoto
! which were not included in the series given in the Police Adwninistration
{ Report for 1864, and have heen added, as will have been seen, from the
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mention made of them in the Police Administration Report for 1865,

Tuble A :—Thirty-three cases against 3% in 1863, “Tho greatest
i number of these cases oceurred in the following districts, Umnitsur 4,
{ Goorgaon 4, Dellii 5.”
]




GOVERNWENTS 08 ADMINIS-
TRATIONS

PUNJAB.

wHiCH NO CASES WEER

REPORTRD.

DISTRICTS IN

wHICH CABES WERE BEPORTED.

NUMBER OF

Numsgs Awp Nuiyss op DISTRICTS IN

l NumBER OF CAsEs.

REMARKS.

Arrenpix 1.| Arpenpix IIL

Persons

Cases. Cascs. convicted.

Umballah ... v o
Loodianah v ..
Delhi oot

Goorgaon ... .
Hissar e

Rohtuck ...
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PorLicE ADMINISTRATION REePORT :—Apendiz IV :—24 persons in
Jail on the #1st December 1864, and 46 under Polico surveillance for ad-
mintsleriny poisonous drugs.

The following is gathered from Appendix ITI of the Police Administration
Report for 1864, viz :—65 cases of murder by thugs: couvicted 126 per-
sons. “Of these 3 were murders by a thug.”

MrMo :—Perhaps 2 of theso murder cases are identical with those of
the strangled prostitutes as entered in the remarks against Umritsur,
and the third, the case under Sealkote, by the Thug Approver Sobha,
which, although effected by means of poison, had not, it was then observed,
been included in the series of the poisoning cases detailed as above in
the Police Administration Report.

In respect to the above cases of murder “by thugs,” the Lieutenant
Governor observed to the Tnspector General Police : “ You intimated that
whereas 29 cases of thuggee were cntered in the Returns for 1863, as
having oceurred in that year, you had snbsequently ascertained that in
reality but one case had occurred, and there can be no doubt whatever,
that the entry of 65 cases under the same heading for 1864 is yet more
erroneous,

RecapituratioN :—Total of poisoning cases 36 : Concerned 8 persons
in 7 cases : Number concerned not shown in 29 cases: Number of persons
arrested or relensed not stated : Convicted 28 persons in 25 cases including
1 man, Sobka, hanged : Number convicted or otherwise not shown in 11
cases : Died (it would scem) from the drug administered 4 persons in 4
cases, viz: 1in Goorgaon and 3 in Sealkote : Number of persons died or
otherwise not shown in 32 cases.

Strangling cases : Two in Unritsur City : Arrested none.

(End of Punjab)

CENTRAL PROVINCES.

(1) Saucor ...

13 | (2) JuBBULPORE

Crd.
over

1 4

} 13 | 2 DistrIcTs

ministering poison, but it does not appear that the criminal, who was

PoricE ADMINIST®ATION REPORT :—One robbery was effected by ad-
arrested and convicted, was & professional poisoner,”

Crifne Account for Jubbulpore, but it is included under Table H. The
following account of it is obtained from a report of it reccived in this
Office :—* On the 7th January 1864, a Gosaen named Tnlupoorie, resident of
Sehora, was poisoned ; three persons were arrested for it, of whom one,
Bhugwan, was acquitted, a woman named Kormsilla was sentenced to &
years, and a Bumiah named Ramdeen was fined in a sum of Rs, 25 for
sclling the poison,”

This case docs not appear in the Police Administration Report in the
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(3) CHINDWARA

(4) Naaroor

(6) Nmar ..,

o

This case was also omitted from the Crime Report for Chindwara, but it
is included in Table H. of the Police Administration Report. No account
of’ it was given.

PoLick ApMINISTRATION RRpoRT:—“Of the 6 murders, 2 were by
poison, in one of which, two persons were hanged, and in the other a man
was apprehended, whose case was pending at the close of the year.”—=

|
 Mzxo: —(No account, of theso cases was given.)

P 4
These 2 cases ara designated Tnurder by thugs, and aro taken from the
Police Administration Report for 1865, vhere they are mentioned as of
occurrence in 1864, but no account of them was given, and it is unknown
whether they were cases of thuggee by strangulation or by poison.

Total

13

5 Districts ...

[ InsrecTor GENERAL OF PoLick:—Murder by poison 4 cases in 1864
| against 2 in 1863, * Nono of the murders by poison were committed by
professional poisoners.”

Table H. of the Police Administration Report for 1864,
Murder by poison.

Jubbulpore e woo 1 case,

Chindwara v o 1 case.

Nagpore m . e 2 cuses.

Tt will be perccived that the abovo are exclusive of the cases for Saugor
and Nimar.

Police Administration Report for Mundle:—“In another case of
i murder, a Gond and 2 accomplices fell upon their victim when asleep in
the jungle, and strangled him.

RECAPITULATION :—Scven cases : concerned 3 persons in 1 case (in Jub-
bulpore:) Number concerned not shownin 6cases: 7 persons arrested in
4 cases : No one arrested, it would seem, in 3 cases Fin Chindwara and
Nimar) : 3 persons convicted in 2 eases : 2 persons convicted and 1 released
in1case: }’cmlingl person in one case (in Nagpoor:) Total convicted 6
persons in 3 cases, namely 2 hanged, 1 sentenced to 5 years” imprisonment,
1 fined, sentence of 1 not stated (in the Saugor case) : 6 cases with murder,
including 2 in Nimar (which may have been cases of strangulation) : Oné
case without murder.

(End of Central Provinces.)

MADRAS.

Not specified.

Nor SPECI¥IED.

Not specified.

( The Criminal Statistics for Madras contain a classified list of 107 erimes
of kinds, in none, however, of which, the offenco of poisoning is anywhero
mentioned as a distinct oceurrence.

. 7
They give 272 cases of /fmn'dvrf,' 173 of érivvons lmrt/,, and 831 of hurt:
which may possibly include some cases of administering poison; but no
such case is anywhere distinetly so wspecified, whether in the Criminal
Statisties for all Madras, in the Administration Report for the entire
Madras Presidency, or in the Crime Statements for districts. Tho cases
of “grievons hurt” and of “ hurt” which occurred in each district, are
lumped together, and the Sections of the Indian Penal Code under which
they were investigated, are detailed, and as among them those Sections
4 are specified, whick more or less appertain to hurt caused by administer-
ing poisonous drugs, (namely, Sections 321, 325, 326, and 328, of the Indian
. Penal Code,) it may be concluded, that some at least of the ecases coming
" under those Sgetions were comprehended under Hurt and grievous Hurt :
but the number of each is not specified, and it cannot therefore be shown
in the present Statement.

Memo :—Among the Statistical papers for the Madras Presidency for

: the previous year, s. e. for the year 1863, was a Table (*showing the

" nature and number of offences committed, &e.,”) in which canes of

! administering stup@ying drugs (23 in number) were distinetly specified,

as well as the number of cases which appertained to each of the above

Sections, but the Returns received for MuXms {or 1864, do not coutain any
{ similar Table.

(End of Madras.)

-



(16)

GOVERNMENTS OR ADMINIS-
TRATIONS,

BOMBAY.

ToTAL

|
‘ !

{ NuMBLR OF DistrICTS 1IN |
EEPORTIED.

. WHICH X0 CASES WERE

30

30

NUMBER AND NAMES OF DISTRICTS I
wiicy C\8s% WEKE KEPORTED.

] NUxBxr oF Casrs.

REMARKS,

oo

(1) Knaxpesi

(2) Towx awp Istanp oF
Bompay.

2 Districrs...

(A

These 2 cases being returned in the Khandesh Crime Report under Sec-
tion 328 of the Indian Penal Code (causing hutt by means of poison, &e.,)
it is concluded that they are cases of poisoning and are here entered
nccordingly, One case was detected and 2 persons arrested for it, whose
cases were ponding.  No separate account was given of these two cases.

The following strangling cases are gathered from the Police Report and
are hero only noticed for what they are worth, viz. :—

SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLick :—* The 7th case (of murder) occurred on
the 6th September 1864, in the Jungle of Seerood in Dhoolia. Tho
public works in Khandesh had been suspended, and between 2 and 3,000
workmen in the Dhoolia and Chalisgam road were thrown out of employ-
ment. The deceased, Bhowanee Wullud Kama, had gone to Seerood for
some liquior for his master. e drank some at the shopand was returning
with 4 bottles of it, when he was set upon by one Sheik Chand and by one
Heeroo Chambhar and strangled apparently for the sake of a few vrna-
ments only. Three persons were concerned, one of whom, Lytchmunna,
who had been refused & shure in the booty, was ndmitted as Queen’s evi-
dence against the other two, and one of them, Sheik Chand, was sentenced
to transportation for life.”

A

“The 8th cuse (of murder) occurred in the Jungle of Dhoodhe in Mal-
ligam, the exact date not known :—On the 1st September 1864, the body
of a Mhang Garodee, name not known, {as found in the Jungle of
Dhoodhe a mile distant from the village.  From the statc’ of the corpse
it appeared that death had taken place some 4 or 5 days previously. 7o
ropes of Ambaree were round the neck, as well as a Pugree tied ina
noose. The man had evidently been murdered some distance from the
spot, as several small articles, no doubt the property of the deceased, wero
found in fae Jungle about a mile from the place where the body was
found.  Scarching enguiry was mado but the body could not even be
identified by any one.’

Memo :—(The decensed belonged to a wandering Tribo, vide Garodee
Mhangs No. 26, in “ Major Hervey’s List of Wandering Tribes,”
and he was probably a straggler when met by his murderers. This
(Lease resembles the mysterious cases near Qonao in Oudh in 1861-62.)

AxNvAnL Porrck ReturNs.—“There was only one case of adminis-
tering poison, in which one man was coneerned, brought before the
Magistrate in 1864, and this case was dismissed for want of evidence.”

{ Detected 1 case: Arrested 2 persons : Pending 2 persons.

The Bombay Returns cxhibited the following further cases, some of
which may or may not have been poisoning cases, but no separate notico
of them was given, ¢iz ;=

28 in Ahmedabad.
22 in Kaira.
9 in Khandesh.
15 in the Punch Mehals.
24 in Surat-cum-Broach.
6 in Tanna.

Under Scetion 324 Indian Penal |
Code (causipg hwrt by dangerous 103 cases
means, including “by means of any ’
poison.”)

5 in Ahmedabad.
7 in Kuira.

(]
J Under Section 326, (causing
2 in Khandesh,

grievous hurt by dangerous wea-

pons or means, including * by 26 cases. 5 in the Punch Mchals.
means of any poison.”) 4 in Surat-cum-Broach.
. 3 in Tannah.

The Police Report for Kaira gives the following case of drugging,
which possibly was accidentally committed :—“ In murder case No. 9, an
infant at Dubban in Neriad, died from the effects of an over dose of
opium administered by a woman named Suklee. The accused was arrested, |
but was released by the Magistrate for want of proof.” :
|
Blank Returns were received from the several districts of Bombay in |
Lrespoct of the crime of “ Thuggee.” i

(End of Bombay.)
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ﬁ E UNKNOWN. g ’
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g No cases were roported to this Office, and the Police Administration
=g Report does not make any separats mention of any cases of poisoning.
] Q
“= = It however gives 40 cases of “causing hurt,” and 14 cases of * volun-
<0 . . 4 . e
ot g | Nor spEci¥ikn e . {4 tarily causing hurt,” which may include some poisoning cases.
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pil o The Extra Assistant General Superintendent, stationed in 1864 at
mwn ° P t .
— Akola, reported that no cases of * Thuggee” (by strangulation) had taken
é (=] 2 place ! ¢
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a i (End of Hyderabad Assigned Districts.)
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GENBRAL SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFICE ;
DELHI,
The ¢k May, 186S.

CHAS. UERVEY, Colonel,

General Supdt. of Operations for the
Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoity.






ABSTRACT STATEMENT of reported poisoning cases throughout British Territory in
the year 1864, as gathered from the several Police Administration Reports - and

from other sources, viz:—

Bengal 21 cascs.

North-Western Provinecs ... VRS 'Y
Oudh . e 5,
Punjab 36,
Central Provinees L, Y
Madras None specified.
Bombay ... 3 cases.
Mysore and Coorg ... Unknown.
ITyderabad Assigned Districts None specified.

"Total number of reported cases e 122

MEeyo :—As the number ‘of persons concerned, arrested, convicted, &c., is not uniformly stated for cach
provinee, no summary account thereof is here shown ; hut some information on the subject may be acquired by
a reference to the Statement for cach district.

For further partidulars, eide the Statement for each Presidency or Adwministration. Two of the cases,
riz : in Nimar, may have heen cases of ﬁmggce by strangulation. Other cases of strangling,%amely, 2 in
Bengal, 2 in the Punjab (Umritsur,) 1 in the Central Provinees (Mundla,) and 2 in Bombay (Khandesh,) have
heen noticed in their proper places in the Column of Remarks, but are wof incladed in the total number of ///

Lidve returned,

GINERAL SUPERINTENDENT'S QFLICE ; CHAS. HERVXY, Colonel,
DELI, General Supdl. of Operations for the
The Mh May, 1868, Suppression of Lhuggee and Dacoity.
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STATEMENT of reported Cases of Thuggee by mecons of poison in British

Districts during the year 18065.
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49| 2 Districts, .. ..

Rxmanxs

( 2nd April 1865.—A party of 11 or 12 {ravellira, men, women and children,
were met hy two men who stated that they intended o procecd to the same place
as themselves.  *“They made themeelves quite fiiendly with the fravellers, one of
them eninymg a cage of pigeons for than.” — On reaching Bagnan in the evening,
the ntire party put up for the mypht at athep and bpan o cock their foed.
They prepared three cocking places or etoves.  “One of the stiangers teok charge
of the centre stove.  After the feod had ben preparad, they all, with the exeep-
tion of two clnldren who were too eleepy to wait, tock their dinnere.”  The two
strangers would not partuke of the cuny they had asmisted m cocking, but made
their weal from some tamminds which they had bought at the ehop, enixed with
an egg curry separately prepaed. “Shortly after, the timvellcrs, (6 nuen ond 4
women,) dropped down, ane after another, m a state of inrenmbibty.”  the Ehop
Keeper went. for the Poliee, but by lus return the two stiangers had fled. The
poisoned parties did not recover their senses for rome dnys, and they then told
their story, but the only information they could give of the crimamals was that
one of them liad a sore leg.  Both wae tubscquently arrested, who confessed
not only to this but to another cate at Bagnan mn Howiah, and to reme other
cases in Budwan, Midnapore, Dum-Dum and Calcutta.  Jotoo who was truced by
s Bad leg, and s accomplice Nedan, were convieted i this case and gentenced to
10 years’ imprieonment.  ‘Lhey degenbed how they had contined to diug both
the curry and the rice whilo under preparation in separate pots.

The date of the other cnse at Bugnan above alluded to, 18 not given, but it was
reported to this Office that the victims were two Hindoostance travellers, who
recovered : plundered rupees 8; Coneerned 4 persons one of whem (Jebun) had
died: Arrested 3, of whom one (Peeroo) died in Jail, another (Joteo) was couvie-
ted in the case last recorded, and the third (Peervo) could not be prosecuted in
this cnse, owing to the subtequent death of the two persons who were poisoned
Lin it.

( InsrrcToR GENEPRAL PorrcE- “1In the beginning of the year several cases of
poironing occurred.  These are mentioned under a separate head.” (Memo. The
separate heading here referied to, gnve 5 cases of powsoning m Blingulpore as
included simong 23 cases of porsoning *“ many of which occurred long ngo.”)

The nbove would secm to mnehude the eclebiated case of the murder of o Pricst in
the Padooka Temple at Bhadulpore (19th October 1864,) 1n which 2 of the cri-
minals were subscquently hanged “m sight of the turrets of the Tample whore
they had murdered the Pricet,” and another, known as the Changarulloh Case of
occurrence m 1862, It cannot be stated from the account given m the Police
Admimstration Report, what particular cascs of those that remain of the five of
occurience 1n Bhogulpore, are identical with thore which teok place in the year
under review (1865,) except one vz : at Colgong near Bhaugulpore of occurrence,
it is believed, m May of that year or svon after. The Poisoners concerned, found
a gang of 7 or 8 men whose head quarters were, it would tcem, at Colgong,itself.
They had comnntted several other acts of the ¢ime and had now tet out on an ex-
pedition of poisoning “ under the pretence of going out hunting.”--Ou their return
they fell in with a traveller.  They all rested undcr a tree for refreehment and the
usual scratéh meal or “tiffen.”  The vietim took out sume Suffoo, and leaving it
at the tree went to draw water fiom u well close by.  Whercupon one of the
poitonert, produced a powder from his pouch and handed it to another, who

1 mixed it with the meal or Suftoo —*The traveller returned, partook of the Suftoo,

and &walked on, the gung walking behind him.  After proceeding about 2 miles he
fell down and beeame insensible”  He was thercupon at once robbed. **The
traveller died where he fell. The Chowkeydar of the village Jangoo, was in
league with the Gang and being n relative of Téla Chowkeydar,” (a member of
the Gang)” disposed of the dead body, by inducing some Maﬁommedan Dhobeex
who lived near tho spot, to bury it, telling them that the deccased was of their
caste. The body was thereupon buricd near the tree where the traveller fell—and
not in the usual burial place of the village.” 'Three persons were arrested in this
case, who confessed not only to this but to some previous similar murders at Shaw-
raguddy in Purnesh in 1863. They took the detective to the spot where thoy had
buried the man, on excavating which “a skull and skeleton were discovered.”
One man was admitted as Queen’s evidence and the other two were sentenced to
transportation for life, which was confirmed by the High Court. Three others of
the Gang (Boodhoo, Phooloo, and Nunkoo,) were also convicted of this offence as
stated in the Police Administration Report for 1866—vide para 3, pago 2903,—the
sentence was not stated. (MEMo.—For an account of this und the 8hawraguddy,
Padooka Temple, and Champanullah Cases, vide paras. 132, 136, 142 and 167 of
the Police Administration Report, Lower Proviuces, for 1865, in the Appendix to

L the present Statement.)
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[ April 1865 (cxact date not stated.)—Concerned 4 persons. In this case poison
was administered to a Shop Keeper. He became ingensible but recovered after a
day. Two of the culprite were eentenced to 10 years' transportation. A third
died in the Jail and the renwining man was adimtted as an Approver. Thin is
known as the Godie Case. ‘The Gung had not found any vietims in their expedi-
tion, 8o they determined to drug & Modio or grain scller who had o thop at
Godic and was reputed to be rich. One of the Gang disguired hineelf ns a
Gosaen or priest and the other three affected to bo his Chélas (dirciples.) They
went up to tho shop whore the pretended priest began to n utter the wrual inean-
tations and to perform worship—and he then dishiibuted scne “ perelad ” or

3 consecrated offering to his disciples who held it in theiy hande,  Son e was thon

offered to the Modie, who, at first declining, was pereunded to cat it on heing
assured it was Prrskad: insenaibility and delnium followed :—* he volled en
the ground in agony.” Perceiving that his condition attiacted the notie of his
neighbours “ the pretended pricst and dieciples docan ped without havivg ancp-
Kortumty of plundering him.”  (For thix caee vide pmn. 189 of the Apjonuix.)
{rM0.—For similar instances of poironing by adnministering drugged Pershad,
vide Colonel Hervey's Reports of cases m flie Scuthan Malnata Canny oy
Assistant General Superintendent for the Bowbay Presidency, Selceticns fram the
\_Records of the Bombay Government 1850.

[ Inan Abstract Statement of drugging cnscs given under para. 98 of the Polico
Administration Report already above referred to, 9 cases in Mongl yr are mcluced
among the 23 cares there shewn to have been drcovered this year, “nary of
which occurred long ago :” tut in the detuiled acccunt thereof, the following two
cases only would scem to have occurred in 1865 m Monghyr, viz:

(1.) 29th Apnl 1865 nt Bahn Chowkey: Vietims 8: Of whem died 2: Reco-
vered 1: Plundered Re. 9: Concerned 2 persons : Arrested 2, who were hanged.
Two Sonars and & Brahmin met at Mahadaba, {wo men, who called thomeelves
Koormees. They journcyed together all day, end when cocking in the tvening,
the two Koormees gave scmie Sutfco to the 3 hiavellers, after cating which, {he
three became insensible.  Two of than died but the Binhwin recovered. The
local Police could make nothnug of the cate.  ‘Lhrcugh the confeerions of a Poi-
sonor named Lufchmun, who, while undergoing a scutence of ten years’ imprison-
ment in the Patna Jail awarded to him and another nan naned Kooshroo, in
1868, for their admimistermg drugs to travellers, were examined by Mr. Reily at
the outset of theee epecial mvestigations and through whore mformation princi-
pally, the present and other cuses were truced, a man named Zalim was arrested
on whose confession seven persons of & gang of Poisoners were arrested at Bha-
gulpore, and through the information imparted by one of them named Nuthoo,
a clue was found implicating 2 others numed Srodeen and Belaree, who, he said,
had left home on an expedition of poroning abeut three weeks previously, and
who, he believed, *“ had most hikely hilled the two Sonars’ in the prerent case. They
were arrested, when Beharee wax at once identificd Ly the Brahniin as one of o
two Koormees by whom he and the two Sonars had been poisoned, but Scod®
contrived to effect his ezcape by means of g bribe, but he was very cleverly tracked
by two of Mr. Reily’s detectives as he was making his way to the Nipal Frontier.
Both men were subsequently executed.

(2.) December 1865 at Kurkurree Pahar above the Railway Tunnel close to
Jumalpore Station : Victim one who died : Plundered Rs. 12-8-0 and some arti-

4 cles: Concerned 4 persons: Arrested 4. Two poisoners (named Rajbullub and

Sookréen,) were returmng from an expedition to Jemalpore. ‘Lhey met two other
poisoners incompany with a traveller and they turned back with them. They
rested at & well closo below the Kurkurree Hill,~ *“and as it was a hot day, onc of
the poisoners named Roocka, prepared some sherbet in two lotns with sugar. Ho
mixed poison in one of the lotas and gave it to the traveller, who drank the con-
tents. The Poisoness drank from the other lotah.” They then climbed the ill,
at the top of which the traveller sat under a tree, “ partially insensible.”—HBy and
bye Roocka pat his hand to his waist feeling for his money, perceiving which the
man, who was still conscicus, laid hold of lns hand,—upon this “ Roocha drew his
hand away, and taking the traveller up in his arws, threw him down on the rock.
Another of them named Rakmull Kulleefu then took up & large stone and dashed
it on his chest. Blood Aowed from the man’s nose and he died.”

IN8PRCTOR GENFRAL Porick :--* Unfortunately the Police had never heard of
the case,—thero was no corpus delicti, and no independent evidence to corrobo-
rate the confessions. For theso reasons the murderers were not committed
for trial to the Sessions. Roocha escaped from the hands of the Police and
Rahmull Kulleefs was proceeded against as a bad character.” (MeMo -—For an
account of this and the preceding case, vide paras. 116 and 160 of the Extract
from the Police Administration Report given in the Appendix.) Thetwo Appro-
vers in this case subsequently overreached themselves in giving evidendo aguinst
two other accomplices (Bugbut and Lakah) in another caso of occurrence at
Toolshcepore, in which two women were drugged sometime in 1865,—exact date
not stated or the District in which it took place.—They were bribed to give
partial evidence and were thereforo convicted on their own confessions in the
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Iatter cnse and were sentenced ta 10 years' imprisonment, as narmted m the Poheo
Administration Report for 1866, page 294, pars. 4, where the Inspector (eneral
Polico hoped, “ the lesson thus read to Queen's Witnesses, would prove salutary.”

The third case is gathered from a Statement reeeived in this Otlieo from Mr.
Reily, tho Superintendent of the Detective Department on Speeial Duty.

(3)) At Futehpore on tho 10th Junuary 1865 Victims 2 : Recovered 2, of whom
one subsequently dicd : Plundered rupees 5-8-0: Concerned 1 persen Arvested 1.
In this case, which ocenrred uneross the (ianges, the Police had fuled.  One of the
drugged porties on being confronted with tho prisoners arrested in another case,
immedintely recognized ene of them named Ausee Dosad, ns the man who had
drugged him.  The other victim *on the night he was drugeed, whide out of hia
senses from tho effects of the Dhatoora, while rolling about. fell mto the fire which
had been made to warm Hn-m%-lvta. Ho wus x0 severely burnt that he died six
{_wreeks ultor.”

( 1ath February 1865: This is known as the Bikutpoor case. Two men were
found insensiblo in a Serai.  They recovered after some time: Concerned 2 per-
sons: Acquitted 2. The prisoners’ names were Bhugleo and Jebun, the latter of
whom was also concerned m the Bagnan aftaiv (quod vide under IHowrah) He
subsequently died.

T'wo Bralumin Travellers met two lads on tho rond to Patna, who offered them o
Qilver wrist ornament for salo saying they wanted to go to Juggurnath but had
no money for the purpose.  Further on they met another traveller, who declared
tho bangle to he worth 17 rupees and pretended to be desirous to purchase it bul.
had not the money at hand, s house was close by “would the two Brahming be
s0 good as to lend hum that amount” 2 They nssented and were ashed to keep the
article in their possession till the promised puyment for it was fulfilled.  Presently
the traveller proceﬂlcd in another dircetion and did not return.  The Brahmms
perceiving this procecded with their journey when soon they were jomed by two
other travellers close to Bykutpoor, who on arrival there went with them to the
provisioner’s shop and thero purchased some rico and dil for them with which they
prepared their meal,— © After eating the food the Brahnuns becamo insensiblo, and
when they recovered their senses they found the two travellers had fled with the
bangle and every thing they possessed.” (Mo :—For more abont thiscnse, the canxe
of 1ts fulure in Sessions and the high opmion expreseed of tho detective ahility
displayed by Mr. Reily in tracing it out, vido puras, 108 to 113 Extract from
|_the Polico Administration Report. for 1863, given m the Appendix.

( Torick AvMmNIsTRATION REPORT:—“Three poisoning cases occurred, all of
which were detected.  The Police shewed much judgement in the way they fol-
lowed them up.”  (MFMO.—No nccount wus given of thege 3 cases in the Police

1 Admmistration Report for 1865,—nor are they anywhere mentioned in the Ex-

tract from it 1 the Appendix which comprires an account of the special investiga-
tion into cnscs of this naturo conducted by Mr. Reily.)

These cases are gathered from the Report on the Police of the Town of Calenttn
and its Suburbs 1865-66, (Tsbles A. and C)) under “causing hurt by meany of
poisons” in reapect of tho Town, and “thefts by administermg drugs”™ in respect,
of the Suburbs —Number of eases brought to trial 11: Not brought to trml I -
Arrested 17 persons : Convicted 3+ Acquitted 14: Plundered in 3 cases in the
Suburbs Rs. 39-2-0: Property plundered not stated in 9 cases m the Town:
Recovered Ra. 768 in the 3 cnses in the Suburbs: Property recovered net shewn
in the 9 cnscs ingthe Town. No other detnils were grven.

COMMISSIONER OF PoLICE oF CALCO1TA --— Administering drugs with intent to
rob :- -Thero was only one case of this naturo reported during the year as having
occurred in Town” (1)

(1) “Two men named Nilkanto Dutt and Hurris Chunder Dutt, noted bl
characters, who had been long suspected by the Police of drugging Prostitutes and
then robbing them, were detected on the 26th June 1865, when Nilkanto was
arrested by the Police. Hurrs Chunder escaped and is still at Jarge.  Nilkunto was
committed fo the Scasions and, on the 16th August, was sentenced to 10 yeary'
transportation.”  (Mrmo. The above caxo would seem to bo one of the 9 com-
mitted in the Town and 1t teok place on the 10th February 1865. It was com-
mitted on a prostitute who recovered : Plundered Rs. 60: Implieated 2 persons :
Arrested 2.)

(2) Another of the Town eases took place on tho 1st June 1863 in the Kolah
Bazar, in which another prostitute was poisoned, who recovered : Plypdered Re.
6: Implicated 1 person :—*Ths caro was ascertained on the confesxion of Reerco.
The crime was committed by Kallee Metiewallak,” (vide another case committed
at the same place by Peeroo in the Statement for 1864 :)

(8.) A third Town caee took pluce at Mydab Puttee () on the 2nd June 1865,
when another prostitute, was poisoned, who recovered: plundered rupees 30:
Implicated 1 person : Arrested 1:— “This case was committed by Nilmoney (abovo
« called Nilkunto) who has been arrested and has been identified by the poisoned
“ woman and by the owner of the House in which the deed was (‘Olumill(‘t?.”

For four other cases of poisoning and robbing Prostitutes with Dékatoora, and
for the Modus Operandi, viz., (1) at Kidderpore, (2) netr Dum-Dum, (3) at Tallee-

gunge, (4) in the Sham Buozasr, vide paras. 179, 182, 180 and 192 of the Policw
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Administration Report, Lower Provinces, given in the Appendix. The dates of
those cases were not gaven, and 1t is therefore uncertain whether they are included
in the 12 cases returned 1 the present Statement for the Town and Suburbs of
Calcutta, or whether they occurred prior to 1865.

(The following case is here only noticed by the way, viz: Porick CoMmr:sionNzer Car-
¢v1TA: “ On the morning of the 16th November a woman aged about 65 yeurs was
found dead in ber house at Puttooahparah in the Bhowaneepore Section. There were
marks of strangulation on her throal, and her boxes were found burst open and a
lot of Jewellery stolen.  The decensed was reputed amongst her neighbours to be
n woman of considernblo wealth, but 88 she Iived alone and was not on mtunato
terms with her neighbours, the exact amount of property stolen 18 unhnown  The
Police are of opimion that the murder was committed by a gang of profersional
burglars, but though every possible exertion has been made, and lurge rewards
have been offered, not the shghtest clue has been obtuined as to who commutted

the murder.”)

No separate account has been given of the Pohee action in these 22 cases, for
it will have been pereenved that wlnle it was deserihed for some of the cases i some
Dastriets, it has been either onntted or only partually given m others.

Mention 1s made m the Police Admimstration Report (vide para. 170 in the Ap-
pendix,) of & cuse in the Burdwan Distriet and another at Midnapore, but as no
dates were given, 1t is unknown whether they were meluded mthe cases for 1865,
or took placo at u prior date.

InspEcTOR (FNErat PoLice— At the beginning of 1865, the Deputy Inspector
Geueral of the 3rd Cirele, brought. to notice the existence of certan bodies o men
who made 1t their trade to stupefy and rob persons travelng on the lugh rond
between Bhangulpore and Patna; i some matances death had resulted, and the
Head of the Detective Depurtment (Mr. Raly) with some of s best Inspectors
was deputed to engure info the matter, and his exertions huve been attended with
tho most satisfactory results: many cases of posoning which occurred long ngo,
have been brought o hght, and more than one gung of professional poisencrs, who,
for years, had phed their trade without suspicion, hias been cowpletely broken up.
The followig shews the result of the cases nvestigated :—

Abstract Statement of drugging cases.

Total

49,

7 Districts, .. .. ..

22
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Patns, .. . 1 2 2
Monghyr, .. . 9 21 4 17 | Three eapitally pun-
ished.
Bhagus»orc, " 5 29 7 22 | Two ditto ditto.
Howrak, 2 3 3
24-Porgunnahs, . .. 6 9 8
[
Total, ... 28 | 64 11 62

REMARKS nY TOE GFNERAT SUPERINTENDENT :—Mr. Reily was,on the recommen-
dation of the late Colonel Bruce, at that time Tuspector Gvncruh’o]inv for Bengal,
placed by the Lieutenant Governor in communication with myself e freely con-
sulted me and kept me imformed of all his proceedings.  The results were reported
by me to the Lieutenant. Governor with high wmention of the great. intelligence
Mr. Reily had displayed in the investigations and the success whneh had attended
them. Mr. Reily’s proceedings are narrated in detail by the present Inspector Ge-
neral Police in the Appendix in continuation of the above extracts from his own
Report on the subjdct.

IRUTENANT GOVERNOR OF BFNGAL :—“The avtion of the Detective Department
under Mr. Reily, in bringing to light and preventing many cases of robbery by the
aid of poisonous drugs, wus apparcntly most successful and deserving of high

Lcommcndaf,ion."

(End of Bengal for 1864:) -
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REMARES,

(1) Meerut, .. .. ..

(@) Allygurh, .. ..

(3) Saharunpore,.. ..

(4) Moozuffernuggur, ..

(5) Boolundshahur, ..

(6) Barcily, .. .. ..
(7) Bijnour,.. .. ..
(8) Mooradabad, .. ..

(9) Budaom, .. .. ..

(10) Shajehanpore, ..

(&)

(&S

<

o —

d

—

Ord )
over §

12

10 Districts,.. .. ..

19

\

[ No detailed Statements were given in theso cascs.

Porick AvMiNisTRATION REroRT :—* The only three eases of poisoning were sim-
ply the result of enmity, and not professional poisoning cascs.”

For moro about these cuses vide Suharunpore and Boolundshalur, particularly
ono at Ghurmuktesir, which would scem to have been the deed of o Brahmim and
2 Kueth, who administered the drug in some country liquor.  One Kulloo Lodhee,
u professional poisoner, would also scem to have been implicated in one of the cases
(vide also Boolundshahur.)

( Ponick ADMINISTRATION REPORT :—** In two out of three cases of profcssionmz

poisonng, the offenders were punished.”

DErtry INsPECTOR (GENERAL 18T DIvIsION :—* Allygurh 1 case, defendant, Soba
Ram, convicted—an old oflender—sentenco 10 years transportation.”

No further details were given—but the following is an account of one of the
cases : .

218t January 1665.—The person drugged was n Brahmin boy, 14 years of age.
e was returning home from delivering letters at different places, when he was
met outwide of Coel (Allygurh) by a man who pretended to be also a Brabmin
and {o be going in the same direction. They travelled together on the Agra

% rond, and alighted for the night at the Parao or halting place of a village by the

way. Ilere they et separately, each his own poorees (or pufls,) after which the
stranger gave somo sugar to the boy and a chillum to smoke. The boy swallowed
o mouthful of the sugar, but finding it bitter threw the rest away :— Shortly
afterwards T began to feel dizzy and all my joints began to ache—I called loudly
for help and don't know what became of me, and how 1 have come back to Coel.”
The eriminal, Sobkaram, wus seized on the spot. He was an old offender and
belonged to a gang of Poisoners located in Allygurh, but he was only & Khulteck,
a low caste, and yet was able to borrow a chillum from a Brahwin! Jlo was
convicted and sentenced to transportation for 10 ycars.

( The Police Administration Report contains no separato mention of these cases,

but they aro included in the Table of offences in Appendix I of the Report. No
one arrested.

Theso cases occurred in November close upon cach other, the criminal in each
instance having hired a Pony, drugged the Syce or groom, and then decnmped
with the animal. (For morc sbout these and one or more other cases, vide Boolund-

shahur.)
[ Not mentioned in the scparate account for Districts, but included in the Table

of olfences in Appendix T, Police Admiistration Report.  No arrests shewn.
Insrrcror GENERAL ToLICK :—* A gang of thieves, by caste Puthans, known as
Relvochees or Reends, have been reported as residing under certam Chiefy in the
Mozuffernuggur district, who gain their livelihood by thieving expeditions into
Central Indis.  They kave no objection, however, to practising Thugyee or Poi-
soning by Dhatoorah when opportunily offers.””  (MEMo.—Theso people have been
mentioned in the Dacoity Statistical Statements prepared in this Ollico for 1864,

L1866 and 1866, under Ajmero and some other Districts )

( Omitted to bo mentioned in the separate District account, but included in the

Tuble of Crimes in the Police Administration Report for 1865,

It was reported to this Office that a sudden outbreak of Powoning by Dhatoorah
had appearcd in the Districts of Mcerut, Suharunpore and Boolundshahur, several
cascs }:uving oceurred in o short space of time.

One of the cases here returned was committed by two persons pretending to bea

9 Kacth and his Bfahmin servant, und the other case it would eeem, by u person who

turned out to be one Kullooa an old offender (vide” Mcerut supra.) A man numed
Kulloon had recently fulfilled imprisonment for 4 years in u former cuse in Mecrut
in 1860, and another wan of the same name who was a Lodki, had sinmlarly been
recently enlurged from Jail after undergoing an imprisonment of five years for an
offénce of the same nature at Peshawur in 1850,

No mention of these cnses in the separate reports for these Districts, but they
are included in the Crime Table in Appendix 1 of the Polico Administrution

Report.

PoLICE ADMINISTRATON RETORT :—“In the most important case (of murder in
Budaon) the victim ovidently met his death at the hands of profestional poisoners

who have not yet been discovered.” . o
MEM0.—This case was omitted from the general Crime Table for Districts,

Appendix I, Polico Administration Report.

( This case was not mentioned in the Report for the District but is included in

tho same general Crime Tuble. .
1t took place on the 29th Scptember 1865, and & persons were the victims in it,

comprising an entire family, viz.: & man, his mother, younger brother and two
sisters who wero travelling together. They were joined in their journey by an old
man in the garb of a religious Mendicant riding oun a pony, who, when all had
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stopped at & Scrai near the Stone Bridge at Shajehanpore and had begun to take
their evening meal, gave them some goor or congulated treacle, which, he said, had
boen cast into his lotalf'by some kind person when he wan lnegging.‘b They eat it
with their bread—and soon all were seized with illness, the symptoms being these
of poisoning with the Dhatoorah. The pretended beggar was seized before he could
get nway, and a quantity of seeds of the Dhatoorah plant was found in the graes
before his pony. e said he certainly had put some Dhatoorah seed in a small
bag in his lotah, for ke was in the habit of eating the drug as a stimulant, and
that when he removed the bug, some of it must have slipped out of it and remuin-
ed in his lotah when he went about with it for alms- -and that as the bag had a
hole in it, sorue of it must too, have dropped on the ground near his pony, but that
he never poisoned the travellers '— Some unconsumed portion of the treacle which
had been cast awny, was given to a dog without effect and the man was acquitted
in Sessions. But numerous similar instances of the crime, committed under the
{_eamo devi«-l-’are on the Records of the Thuggee Department.

( PoLick ApMINISTRATION REPORT :—*“Thero wero five cnscs of poisoning : Only one
of them, however, appears to have been committed by a professional poironer.
Threo of these cascs were prosocuted to conviction, and in one the intention to

4 poison is doubtful.”

Fivo cascs are also cntered in the Crime Table for the North Western Pro-
vinces, but the Police Administration Report does not contain any detmled ac-
l_count of them.

(" These cases aro not mentioned in the Crime Report for Muttra, but are included

| in the Crime Table.
DErvTy INsPRCTOR GENERAL 18T DivisroN : Mutra-—“ One ease, Nundkishore,

)Lcommitted to Sessions.” (Mexo. Result not stated.) No separate account is given

of either.

These cases are omitted from the Crime Report for Furruckabad, but are in-
cluded m the Crime Tables of the North Western Provinces, -but the Police
Administration Report does not contain any separate account of them.

One cnee wos attended with murder and the following account of both is
obtuined from a *Statement of cases of Thuggee” recened from the local
Magistrato.

st Case— 24th May 1865, at Serai Heshum :~ “ A woman who lived outside of
the Seraiy eat some swectmeat proffered to her by a Brahmin, It tasted bitter
She becume insensible and was robbed.  She waus under treatment in the Hoxpital
for two days and recovered, but was unable to give any account of the man, who
consequently was not discovered.”

2nd Case— 18th December 1866, at Allah Gunge :—“ A man and & woman, ad-
ministered some white arsenic mixed in sugar to a lad and his infant brotler,
of which both died. 7The offenders were arrcsted, and both were subsequently
(_hanged.”

[ These cases were not mentioned in the separate Crime Report for Cawnpore,
but are included in the general Crime Table, and the following account of one of
the number, is taken from the Police Administration Rrport,bul, which does not
contsin any account of any of the others.

On tho 1st February 1865, three persons were picked up in a state of insensibi-
lity under the influence of Dhatoorah as evinced “by their all picking at the
ground in awn{ peenliar to men euffering from the effeets of thut poikon”
Emetics being administered, the men regained consciousness afier a consderable
time, and stuted that they had drank some milk which bad been given them hy
threo strangers, one, however, of whom, named Ramdeen, they had met before - -
“These men were all afterwards appreliended in Oude as concerned in another
ense, and confessed 80 their having poisoned the above men at Muckunpore : they
were sentenced to 10 years’ transportation.”

Mxmo.—Ramdeen wns a registered Thug Poisoner in the Rolls of the Thuggee
and Dacoity Department  In 1860 he and two others poisoned a Hackery drver
in the Cawnpore District and robbed his Cart and Bullocks. The latter were
traced but not the criminals.

A

PoLICE ADMINISTRATION REPORT :—* In the only ease of robbery by adminis-
tration of poison, the offender was very cleverly traced and all the proporty reco-
vered : he was transported for life.”

The following is the account of this case as gathered from the Police Adminie-
tration Report. A mian and his son were drnving a eart laden with sugar, (no
date giveng On the road they were joined by one Radha, who gave the elder
man some pdn in which some Dhatoorah had been mixed, which he eat and then
became insensible. Whereupon the Poisoner threw the boy down a well and
4 drove off the cart and bullocks. The well huppencd to be a diy one and the peor
lad remained in it for some days, but was at length taken out of it by some tra-
vellers, greatly emaciated : - Altogether some 8 days clapsed before Information
wae given at the Police Station  Prompt enquiry resulted in the arrest of R dha
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and the recovery of the cart and bullocks which had been sold in Cawnpore.  'The
poisoner was transported for hfe, but nothing elicited at the trial which tended to
prove the poisoner was one of a gnng”  (MEMo-—For sinular instances of poi-
soning Hackery drivers and robbing them of their earts and bullocks, vide Ally-
purh and Rohtuck in the Statement. for 1864, Cawnpore in the present Statement,
and paras. XIX and XX1V of my Report in the Kereign Department, No. 704,
dated 15th September 1863,

(( Pouier ApMINISTRATION REPORT :—“ Three enses ave reported of robbery after
adumistering poison. * * One cuse seems to have been the work
of o professional, and he was convieted.”

The Police Administration Report contains an acconmt of one only of the num-
ber. A traveller was, on the 1st August, fonnd lymg meensible npon the ground.
On his recovering s senses some hours afterwards, he sad he was travelhng
from dhansic to Chutterkote and was joined on the road by o man who rid he
was o Avormee, at whose hands he ent of some suffoo and soon ufter became
insensible, in which sate he was robbed of lns rhoes, Jus money, and his brass pot.
Some days subsequently the eriminal was traced by the Pohee and arrested at o
village m the Allahabad Distriet, with hus vietinn’s shoes upon: by feet and some
Dhatoors in a bag upon his pereon. ‘To the traveller he had given his name as
Kuthwa, but hus real nmne wns Thakoorna Lodhi, a professionsl poisoner.  Ho
was rentenced (o trunsportation for hife,

This case is not. mentioned in the Distriet Crime Report, but is included in the
Critfle Table appended to the Police Adnumistration Report. No account of at
was given.

(

9

(" ToucE ApMINISTRATION RFrorT:— Robbery by poson 2 arrested &
persons 5 acquitted 2; convicted 3 1 1 case.

Invery InepyClor GENFRAL 23D Division :— Benares Distriet.- 'I'no cases
of porsonmg occurred, but without actunl robbery, one on the 7th January, on
4 the person of & pensioner who had edme to Benares for lus pay, and the other on

the 27th Fehrunry, on a woman.  In the first case one man was concerned, and a

Kahar nuned Seobuddun, who answered to the 411-.~<~n];|iun of the lluimnvr, way

arrested, but he was discharged by the Magistrate for want of suflicient proof. Inthe

Csecond ense, both offenders were tried and sentenced to ten years’ miprisonment.”

)

)

(" These cases were not mentioned in the Distriet Crime Report, and two only
were meluded m the Crnne Table of the Police Adnane-tiation Report Tho
third eage 15 obtamed from a special report to this Oflice aud the followmg s a
brief account of each ax gathered from gpeeial reports:

(1) 23rd January 1865 at Badlabad. The vietim was found lging in a state of
mwenstbility by asmall shed moa potatoe field to which he had strayed.  On his
recovering his senses at v late hiour on the following day he narrated that as he
was travelling to (hazecpore he was jomed by a Mussulman who said he was also
gomg there. Both by and bye, rat down under some Mangoo trees to refresh
themselves,  The traveller cooked hus own food there and gave some of it to the
stranger. They in faet partook of the meal together, and then procecded with
ther journey.  But presently the traveller begnn to feel vory all and then remem-
beved nothimg further. e was robbed while m this eondition. Ao trace of the
eriminal ecould be gained.

(2)  25th Junuary 1865 - -Another and a richer traveller, who was alro going to
(ih@zeepore and liad started with gold rings upon his cars and an ornament of
golil about his neck, was found under a Peepul tree by the wagside, m a helpless
strte of insenaibility,  On his recovermg biy senses on the following day, he
cxplained how he had met o man on the road on three different ocensions the
sume day. On the fivst, oceasion nothung passed between than By and hye he
found him at o Well on the rond srde smokmg o Hooka, and was axhed by Jim to
tuke a wlnfl, but e declmed and the stranger went on. He came upon him yet,
agnin at another Well further on, where hie had drawn water, of wlach he
oftered him some,~ but this too the traveller declined. But presently the stranger
profuced some Goor from his bundle and gave hin some of o, and this the (rp-
A veller ate Tt seemed very bad and nauscous, wlhuch the stranger expluned anny
by snymyg it was Burragong Sugar which was proverbially bad. They then both
drank water and went on, when the usual consequences ensued,  but the porsoned
wan happened to full down insensible close 1o some wayside grain shops, so that
Lie was not, robbed.

The stranger was a Kakar, but the traveller did not cateh his name.
eriminal excaped.

(3) 28th September 1865.—~Three travellers wero found lying senscless @t a
Scrai at Zohurgunge to which they hil coe together the previous maht,~—that is to

cases ;

These caces are onntted from the Crime Reports of these Districts but are
meluded in the Crimo Table, Appendix 1 of the Police Admimstration Report
for 1865

No detaded account of them was given,

The
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say, one was completely insensible, but the other two seemed to be shamming, which
was indecd the case, for the other man’s money and property were found upon them.
On recovering his senses late in the afternoon, the (E‘llgg(‘d man, who wgp a trader
travelling to Benares to purchase cloth, explained that as he was passing by Gha-
zeepore, he was joined by the other two,—that he endeavoured to avoid them, but
that they perecvered in kcc{;ing up with him, somctimes in front of him and
sometimes behind. At length ho even put up in the sume Serai with them and
presently even ato some food at their hands! He then lost consciousness and was
robbed.  The two criminals were a AMullah anda Brakmin (by name Matadeen
Lsnd Sheonarnyun.) They wero tried and sentenced to 7 years’ imprisonment.

[ This case was not mentioned in the District Crimo Report given in the Police

Administration Report, but was included in the Crime Table.

DrpuTy INsPECTOR GENERAL 28D DIVISION :—* On the 13th September 1865,
a traveller put up at the House of a resident of a large village called Doohowlea
(in Bustee) on the road from Ghuighat to Fyzabad : on the morning of the 18th,
the Bukkal was found dead with evident marks of strangulation by means of a

1 rope ; jewels, value Rs. 10, had been taken from his person, und the traveller had

departed.  Every enquiry was instituted and descriptive Rolls promptly promul-
gated, but no clue could be ganined of the offender.”

Mxmo.—This case, classed us one of Thuggee, was included in the Crime Table

of the Police Administration Report among those of robbery by administration
of poison.
( This case was not alluded to in the soparate Report for this District, but was
included in the Crinfe Tables appended to the Police Administration Report—but
no account of it was given,—tho following is gathered from a special report of
it to this Office, viz.: Three persons wero going on s pilgrimage, when they were
joined by a man and two women :—The strangers, as a charitable action due to
prigrims, fed them st the close of the first day’s journey—but without any evil
results. “On the following day they did so agan, und on this oceasion the pil-
grims became insensible. They did not recover consciousness for 24 hours and
one of them subsequently died in the Hospital at Mow Raneepore. No traces
of the criminals were acquired, but the name of one of them, i.e., of the man
Jowahir Lohar, wus identical with that of a member of the gang of Hurpershad
the notorious poisoner, whose Head Quarters were in Bundelkund, and whose
principal vocation was to poison cart drivers and drive off their cart and bullocks
aa beforo described.

Mexo.—It is doubiful whether this case occurred in the Jhansi Distriet or in
Lullutpore, but as the Police Administration Report, gives a blank Return for the
former, and returns one case for Lullutpore, it is here described ns if appertaining
to the latter district. If it skould be a distinct cuee, then the totsl number of
\_cases for ull the North Western Provinces must be sugmented by one.

Total

12

23 Districts,. .

504

 Theso cases includo 48 cases us gnthered from the Police Administration Report
(one of which, in Bustee, was thought to be a case of Thuggee) and 2 extra
cases which took place in Budson and Ghazeepore, us explained under those
Districts.

But yet another case is mentioned in tho Police Administration Report, which
may or may not belong to the above cases, the District in which it occurred, being
not only left unmentioned but the case itsclf being described under the heading of
“ Systematic cases of Cheating,”—(vide Appendix B of the Police Administration
Report) viz. :

One Mahomed Hosein induced one Nubbee Bux to believe that he could get
some bullocks cheap. Nubbee Bux accompanied him taking Rs. 202; en route
Mahommed Hosein suddenly pulled up, saying they could smoke at a friend’s.
Hero shortly after snivking, Nubbee Bux became senseless, aud when he recovered
he found himself at some distance from the House minus his money. Next day
he complained. Badul Khan, the owner of the House, snid that “ yes, certainly,
he had won Rs. 40 from Plaintiff, and fancied that plaintiff' in that mauner
boped to recover money which he had honestly lost to him; as to Mahommed
Hosein he nover heard of such a person, nor had any one but plaintiff been in his
House the day before.” The case was dismissed. (MEmMO.—Thiscase is, I think,
decidedly one of drugging—the device of inducing people to accompany them with
money for the purchase of cattle, bemng one that is resorted to by poisoners, fur
an instance of whicHvide Mozuffernuggur in the Statement for 1864.)

InsPECTOR GENRRAL PoLicE: Thuggee.—1 case from 1861 to 1864: Commit.
ted in 1866, 1 case: Undetected at the end of 1866, 2 cnses : Lost Rs. 10. (MEMo.
This case is identical with that included as above under Bustee : guod ride.)

Robbery by Poison: 93 cases from 1861 {0 1864 : Committed in 1865, 16 cases:
Total 109 : Prosecuted to conviction 10: Undetected at the end of 1865, 99:
Arrested 16 persons: Convicted 9 (including one Kulloos in a case for 1864):
Acquitted 4: Under trial 2: Lost Ra. 472: Recovered Rs. 166. (MEmM0.—16
cases only in 1866, is evidently u mistake, for it is gainsaid by what has been
above gathered from the Police Administration Report, and is further again gain-
said in Appendices I and 11 thereof.)

The Police Administration Report for 1865, contains 2 Statements sent by t.ho
Deputy Inspectors General, lst and 2nd Police Divisions, the details of which
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from theiwr being mised up with cases for former periods, de not admit of any
approximation to the cases for the yeur under revicw (1865,) particularly as they
shew no more than 16 eneos for 1865 which in at vanance with the number given
n8 above skhewn m the general Pohee Adnumstration Report for that year. The
substance of those Statements are mcluded 1 the summnry above quoted from
the Inspector teneral of Police. 1t would seem, however, from them, that taking
16 as the number of canes which ocenrred m 1865, the persons coneerned in them
numbered 28, arrested 15, convieted 9, acquitted 1, pending 2. (Mrmo  Two men
impheated m caxes for former periods, namely Knllova m a case in Boolundshahur
in 186, and one fleera m o case in Bynour at some prior pertod, would scem
to be mixed up in these detnls.)

InspECtorR (tRNERAL Porice - Robberies by poison, Tam glad to eny, have
very wuch.deereased.  The Pohee during the year have been successful in follow-
ing up these enses, and several undoubted profersional posoners have been prose-
cuted to convietion.”

“ Thuggee s a profescionnl erime seems to have censed under tho operations
of the Officers wpecially appomted for the supervision of this enime, and the ad.
mirable system of Approvers imtrodueed by Colonel Sleeman.  The voturies of
the art doubtless found it too dungerous an ammscment to be any longer pursued
m British Territory with mpuntty, and it wonld appear to be succeeded by the
more easily accomplished and less casily detected crime of robhery by porson.”

Drrvry Insercror GrNeiat Ise Division . Thugyee~ -Wath the exeeption
of a suspreions ense at Etawah, there aro no appearances of this erune bemg com-
mutted m this Division.”

Lhe case here referred to at Etawah, would not seem {o he anywhere else men-
tioned in the Police Admimstration Report. “Thus with the ease at Bustes (quod
vade,) thore would scom (o hare been tico cases of Thuggee an the North Western
Provances in 1865, and 50 cases of soblery by administering poisons. 1t not being
clear how many persons lost thewr hves m the Intter enses, and the exact police
action in ench ense unknown, nothing s here added on the subject, the particulars
which were avudable, having been ready recorded ngamst, the districts in which
the crimes took place.

(End of North Western Provinces for 1865.)

Ovupsa.

(1) Lucknow, . ..

(Luclndmg City )

(R) Durri.abad, o
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Four enses, uamely 3 in the €ty and 1in the Distriet.

Insercror Grseran Pover * Of murders (i the City) | regret to say, threa
were by powon,—-in all these cnses the Polico made apprehensions In one there
wis an acquittal, one convietion, and one remamed under (rial at the close of the
year; these cases, a8 detailed by the City Supermfendent m lus Report, are in-
teresting.”  (Medo. The detuls were not recerved m this Office.)

“OF 12 murders and attempts (i the Lucknow District,) one was by poison, in
wlneh the gulty partics were convieted ™

The followmyg cases also oecurred m the Tucknow district. and were dereribed
with two ofher similur enses m Oonno, o resemble the mysterious murders n
Oonao of 1861 and 1862, the corpses a3 m the old Oonao murders, never “lgang
recognized”  namely :

RUPLRINTENDENT OF Porick - - On tho morning of the 20th November the
bodies of two workmen were found at the corner of s grove of trees about half w
male from the Police Outpost at Chillawan on the Lucknow and Cnwnpore Road
and half a nule off the road.  The deceased met their deaths by strangulation and
were poswbly drugged previously, ae no marks of i struggle can be found.”

“The post mortem exanfination showed that the men had died from strangula-
tion, they having both previously recerved severe blows on the head, but no signs
of drugging or poisoning were apparent. [ beheve they were first knocked down
and then str:mgllv(l. One of the men was strangled with a prece of his own Lotah
rope which had been cut olf for the purpose. The cuse precisely resembles another
recent one 1 Oonno.”

InspEcTOR GENERAL Poricg:- “This cose was one of peculiar atrocity. Two
men, apparently gruss cutters, were killed on a bye path leading from the
Lucknow and Cawnpore Road, to the Canfonments about half a unle from the
road. The murdered men must have partaken lurgely of hquor shortly before
being attacked, as a large quantity was found n the stomach of cach man, but no
appenrunce of powson.  There were severe blows on the head, leading to the Fup-
posftion that they had first been knocked down, cords were tightly tied round the
throats, and the noses of both were cut off, —the bodies being also otherwise
mutilated.  Kvery endeavour was made to unruvel the erime, but without avail.
* & % There can be hittle doubt of the fact, that in cases of murder, such as thoso
now under comment, drugging has been first Fesorted to.” (MEmo.—For moro
about these cases vide under Oonno.)

INspreTOR GENEBAL PoLICE .—-* Of the ten murdors, one wax by poison.” (M-
Mo —No account of ths case wis given.)
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: } ¢! 2 Districts, .. .. .. 5| [ No cases of poisoning are returned, but the following three cases of murder

deserve notice, having been referred to this Oftice by the Inspector General Police
as resembling, with that of oceurrence m Luchnow (quod vide,) * the mysterious
murders of Qonuo of 1861-62, the corpres not b recopmzed”’=—iz :

(1) “On the 22nd May 1865, the corpse of astinnger was found at Koomra-
pore lying under a tree near the Aucha or unconstructed road leading from
Cawnpore to Hurala, with a cloth thrown over 1f, wlich on ¢xanination was
found to be saturated with blood— the head and face of the eorpse bemg fright-
fully battered about.”  (Mrmo.—No further 1part was reeenved of any marks of
strangulation or symptoms of poisoning, Ly alich to conneet this case with the
former Oonano cases.)

i (2) On 15th July 1865 at Asakhera. The corpse of a man, who was probably
u gycC or grass culter, orn bullock drver, was digcovered 1 a hut a few foet away
from the Grand Trunk Read, with a knotted lotah stiny fustened 1ound alout
the neck and chin. "Whe decewsed was not identificd by uny one, tut lie was sup-
posed to be w traveller from Bundelhund or Rujpootanah. No mahs of & struggle
m or cloge to the hut were observable, but certam indications thereof were per-
ceived in o garden close by, where too, an 1wron bar was found.  The man’s purse
had been violently torn away from lix loms, but his ofher preperty was lelt un-
touched . “The string,” saad the Distriet Supermtandant, “ by which the deceared
was strangled, was not. placed round the threat wnder the ¢l as 18 usual, but was
placed across the chin, and then fastened with five tasts round to the baek of the
neck, wlich was stated to be a mede of stranpghng pecuhar to the Thags of
Bundelkund.”  The Deputy Conmuesioner of the distiict, did not conadey ths
to be u caro of Thuggee, beenuse the string round the neck was placed there “in
the most unshalful s.ny, which shewed clearly the work to be none of a vractised
or professionnl hand ;' The string had a knot nide at cach wind und the neck
and chin ; for there were three winds round the neck and two round the chim and
in vach n knot j——the Civil Surgeon untied three of these, one round the chinand
two round the neek,  the lnst one ronnd the nech had three knots in it,—and the
Civl Surgeon gaveat as his opinion that death wasnot compassed by strangalation

Lhere were two wounds on the head of the deceased,—one over the right cycbrow
and the other on the back of the head.  The Cnva Surgeon gives 11 as his opinion
that neither of these cansed death, but that they stunned the individual and death
| was nfternards othermise ceffected.” —(MEMO.—It was not. <hewn Jow death was
i eventually otherwise effeeted, 1f the man was neither strangled by the rope, ov
bramed with the ivon bur)

(3)  On the 10th Scptember 1865, the dead bodies of two other Syces or Grass-
cutters, were diseovered Iyimg moa pool cloge to a ficld ut Beckamow, with cords
fastened round  the necks, death” bemg eaused by strangulation,— cuts were
mihicted on the head and fuce and the noses of both cut off.  The clder of the two
decensed men seemed to have had o heavy purse about the wast which had been
cub oft.  Tnone man's bundle was found an old blue Jacket (without buttens)
shewmg that hie had been a sycee or grass entter in some Artallery Battery. lhere
were indications of & violent” struggle having tahen place at the spot. where the
bodies were found, and the footprints of fire persons were isecrned—ol three
persons at one place and of two at another,—but close by too, under some graxs
Z growing out of the water, was found a black horse hair cord with a running noose
or ship knot upon it, *of three fivmly plaited strings of about. 23 feet m Jength,”—

Ovpr

i o perforated white shell or cowree also ran upon the noose by pressing which
| under the thumb throftling would readily ensue. Owing to tho footmarks of
: three persons only, beng observed to proeced away from the place, it would seem
| that three persons only wero the perpetrators of this murder, two of whom

(Oonao,) | . 4 cnl‘,;ngcd and overcame the elder man, tho younger one bewg left to one ussassin
i only

STPERINTENDEMNT OF Po11cE:—“1 am inclmed to believe that the two present
murderg, as well as that at Axahhera (cnse 2, supra, ) must have been commutted
by the same gang, g4 the vietims appearcd to be of the same class, and I am now
convinced that thcke murders have been elfeeted by Thugs who have followed
their vietims from the North Western Provinees. At the first glance it would
weem that these murders are not commntted by * Profermonal Thugs,” in conse-
quence of the awhward or clumsy manner m which the cord was fastencd around
the neck,— but in my opinion, this was only done to delude or mislead the Police,
under the iden that ¢ professional Thugs’ would not adopt such a clumsy man-
ner,—but the finding of this horso hair string so entirely adapted for the deadly
purpote, will, I trust, now confirm my former opinions thut Thugs alone committed
these murders.”

DEPUTY CoMMISSIONER = - T concur in great part with what the District Su-
perintendent has waid in this matter, but 1 believe at the snme time, that tho
Thugs are not of the cluss known as bond fide Thugs, and T beheve morover, that
' . they aro not non-residents of the part of the District the offence was committed
' in.” % * % Dceds of darkness of this type, ure committed with great judge-
ment and caution, and it 15 only by constant ngitative and rerolute enquiry that
any clues can ever be hud to the perpetrulors. Some time may therefore clapse
before any success can be arrived at.’ .

“/0 Native Doctor reporfed that the murders were committed by means of
strangulation, and eome old Thug Approvers who were sent frem Lucknow, say

2 Districts, .. .. .. 5
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2 Districts, .. .. .. l the cases are of * Thuggee,’ tut not the work of old and practired hands.  The
nose of ench victim wax cut off and a kmfe or other tharp pomted metiunient 1un
| mto the left eye of each, while the yeunger of the two apjeared to have lind the
same instrument run nto the left tample o bittle above the car - Clese by in s
bush, were found the ranmne of a catiboate rhowimg thnt July 18€4 cne of
the victima was 1 the service of a Mr J H Madan of the Faet Incn Rmlwny,
ax a grass cutter, and a couple of horse towels were alro found wmong the other
things piched up i the bush ”

i TukE GEMERAL STPERINTENDENT 10 Inerkcion Giarnar Porer —The Thug
Approvers of thix Department regard the noere which you st fo we, ns catamly
' a contrivance for the destruction of hife, Yot ot s net an mstrument such ae any of
! their communities were m the habit of weing— oveent that Gongura Thups were
wont to employ for stranghny purperes, the lasso with wlich Brugaras entiap
cattlo to the present duy.”

InsrEctior GEnpnrat Poncr - “Of the murders, one s reporfed as 1y Thugs.

I doubt o this case wopropaly entered. That the nnadercd man war stiangled
i true, but T do net think the work was that of profesaicnnl Thuge  The care oe-
‘ curred m the OQonno Dirtuiet elore to the Tuchnew wnd Cawnpore road | went,
to the spot myself to mvestiente  The vietim was [ helieve fiast kneched down
and tLe vope then placed round s neck and Iife =0 axtimgushed ™ (Miso — It
seems that the Tospector Genernl Police here allnded to case 2 of the aliove
series, and not to case 3. The latter s, hewever, the cnse that nnght pe thaps appro-
prately have been returned nsog caxe of Thuggce, bt upen the further mforma-
tion now _obtumned, the General Suponntendont’s impression as, that the thice
cages in Oonno and the one m Facknow, ware cqually ances of 74 gee, and the
deed probably of one and the same Gang, but who by mntilation and other
procedure, desired to ercate the s that othar pasons than Thugs had papetiat -
ed them. For more about these mystenons: Ocnao eares, vide Colondd Hervey's
letter in the Foreygn Depuvtment, No. 566, dated 17th July 1861, puns. 15, 16
! Land 17, Selections XXXIV)

(3) H(‘(‘tﬂ])()l‘(‘ . . ¢ TIaseecror GiNrran Pori o “'ln the carcs of mandcr, ene was by e ison,
) ’ ¢ but not for the rnhe of vobbery ™ No account of the ense was piven,

(1) 4th 1\]m| 1865 - - A ease of rohlwr.\' by ndnmsternimg poron occurred at
the Ajoodhin Fair The vietims were a funaly coniposmg one man, two women
and three ehldren. The powson used movendermyg the vict s sonsclors, way
¢ Dhatoorn’ which was put m the watcr which the faunly used for thar drink.
This water was supphed to them by nmnn who profcssed hinsell” to be n Bunuea.
s whereabouts are unknown to the Police, but awan, vesident of the hoorah
Bhar Police Station jurisdiction, < cupposcd to he the perpctrator of this foul
| deed, and enquuies are aecordingly Teng wade i thos case ™

(2)  I8th April 1865 A ense of posonmye fer the suhe of 1olbery, ocenrred
at ‘Tnrooun, Bhedhapoor Station Two men (travellas) mrved at the House of
1 one Surjoo Das resident of the abovghnentioned villwee,  he and a pupil of his,
)mrhmk food with them, and soon aftet boonme msenmble,  the two fakeers then
robbed hem of Reo 1-12 worth of proparty und continued their journey towards
Sooltanpoor. They appenred to he among: the numbers that were laning the
District. after the Ajoodhin Faw, awnd meoall probatality changed ther costume
! immedmtely they left Bheckapoor A mounted Constable was sent m pursmit of
| the crmmmals and other measmes tahen to secure thew apprehension, but all «fforts

i seemed Iratless, The vietins mentioned some persons, vendents of the Distriet,
’ on whom thewr suspicion fell, but the Police Officer who went most. earefully mmto
the case, did not trace any just cavee to justify thar apprehension, beyond that of
| there bemg some ennuty between the aecusers and the aceused.”
| (3) 19th Muy 1865 *“The Chow I.('y(hnr of Sanmeapoor came to the Suddar
and reported that o Fakeer had gene to a house s village and had fed the
I mmgtes, and that shortly after cating «comething, the members of the house beenmo
L,-72 died, & woman and a boy about 15 yenrs’ old  Gindyah, dnughter of the
decensed woman Tepnah Aheerwn, sand that a man in the garh of o Fakeer vimted
her village at 5 o’cleck m the evering, and asked her and Rmsanund Thakoor, to
accommodate him for the night. They rephed, they were v i a jungle and
could not accommodate him. The Fakeer tlen begged to be allowed 1o remain
(4) I“VZﬂ'm(ly- . e e 3 only for the mght, as he would go away m the mormng At nbout 8 o'clock in
* i the night he covked some ‘Poovies” and ate them, and then took ont his idol
| ¢ Thakoorjee” and commenced worrhipmg it, and gave to the mmates of the house
some of the offermg whieh lie had offered on the ol Tt was composed of n
mixture of cardumums, cloves and sugnr, and was not wore than a 'vuury’ in
quantity. The persons who partook of the offering, were: Ramunund ‘Thakoor,
Gndynh, Rampershaud a boy aged 15 years, Bukhtawur, Rmm!mrnn and another
hoy nged 10 years, residents of Sarungapoor, and Dhoondhay Kulwar of Ghuzuf-
ferubad.  These parties all beeame meensible as soon as they had eaten of the
offering.  Of the parties thus peisoned, the woman Tejnah and Rampershad died
| immediately.  The scene of the erime is an 1wolated place.  Ramunund smd when
. ; he recovered his senses, that the Fakeer guve out his name as Rughonath Dass, by
——| | caste a Brahmin.”

]
. ' Mryo.- The above cases were not alluded to in the Police Administration
4 DsGiets,. | 9
t
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Report but arc taken from a Specinl Report. The first case would appenr to
have been committed by 8 persons who were apprehended in a case in Baraitch.
The Fakeers who commitfed the second and third cuses, were the eriminals in

sight while the deed was being done.

In a “Statement of cuses of Thuggeo” received from the Deputy Commissioner
Fyzabad, another case was given, of occurrence at Bhuggia on'the Toth Aprl
1865, implicated G persons, arrested two. It was not stated whether it was an-
other caso of poisoning or one of strangulution, und as no uccount of 1t wns given,
Lit i8 not reckoned in the present Statement.

[ Theso 2 cases eseaped attention in 1he Police Administration Report and the
following account of them is taken from a Special Report, viz:

(1) 22nd May 1865.- In the Syud Sular Fuir, which tahkes place annually in
the Baraitch District, a cave of robbery with powson ocenrred — Dabeedeen and
Sheonundun, Bunneahs, of Kunnoo in Sooltanpore, had come to the Fur with o
stock of * Choories” (glass and lac armlets,) and two or three days presvious to
being®otsoned, bad made an acquaintance with one Shibdeen Bunneak of Blut-
gaon, who brought them ascer of ‘Atn’ on the night i question, on eating
which they beenno ingensible.  The effects of the dose thus administered in the
food of the victims, was so strong that they could hardly urticulate for two duys,
and it was enly on the Z1th, they had sufliciently recovered to give a clear sceount,
of what had eccurred. * * * Bounted Constable Muzara Sing, apprehended
two persons on the 24th Muy at Brum Ghat,—one of whom, Hsnooman alas
Shcoém-n Bunneah of Mohulla Fattehgunj in bncknow, answered to the dexcrip-
tion given of him, fnd the other man was one Sheochurn also & Bunneah, o fellow
traveller. Their persons were searched and property found. There was also a
third travelling compnnion, Gopal Bunneah, who was likewise apprehended.
These three persoms were sent up for trial and convieted.”  (Memo. —They were
sentenced cach to 10 yeard’ imprisonment. They were stated to have been the
criminals in case 1 of ¥yzabad supra.)

(2) 19th June 1865.— “One CGiopal tobaccomist, resident of Nepalgunge in
Nepaul, reported at the Police Station of Nanpurah, that he had been robbed of
Rs. 250 tied in a handkerchief about his waist, while on the way from Nepaul-
gunge to Nanpurah for the purpose of buying cloth,—thal at the Babngungoe
Bazar near Churda, he met a man, name and residence unknown, dressed as a
Fakeer with whom he got into eqgaversation and travelled until he reached the
village of Bisairee 1} coss morth of Nanparah and there they rested in a Garden.
Plaintiff made some skerbut with sowe sugar which he shured with the Fukeer.
Whereupon the Fakeer gace him some Suttoo which he ate.  Pluintiff then slept
for a time, and on awaking was asked by the Fukeer how he fell,- ho replied thut
everything appeared green all round him. They then siarted again towards Nan-
parsh.  Towards cvening Pluintiff fell senseless from his Tattoo. The Fakeer
then begun to rob him of his money.  Plaintifl' tried to expostulate, but could
neither speak nor straggle.  The Fukeer who conmitted the above crime, has
been traced to ‘ Faispore’ Bazar whero he stopped for one night on his way to
Nanparah with one Buldeodass Fakeer. Ilis name is not known, but he is a
follower of Girwur Dass Fuakeer of Mullapoor in the Nepaul Territories. It is
further shewn that he was punished for theft in Nepaual ten years ago, and had
been branded with a pice on the forchead and temple.  On the 20th June or o
day after the commiission of the crime, he waa seen by Buldeo Dass Fakeer, return-
ing to Nepaul.” (MEM0.— The Fakeer in this case had, 1t would seem, an nsso-
ciato in the background, und they both were tho culprits in cuses 2 and 8 of

( Fyzabad, supra.)

According to the Police Administration Report there were only twa cases : “Two
of tho marder cases by poison, were also for the sake of robbery.  They have not
been detocted. Coptain men of & gung of poisoners arrested by me in September,
were strongly suspeeted as the guilly parties, but sufficient evidence could not be
procured for conviction or to send the men for trial.”

The following account ®f these two cases and of another, is taken from a Speeinl
Report, viz :

(1) 6th May 1865.—* A case of robbery by administering intoxicating drugs
oecurred in tho villago of Pokhurnce, Mohungunge Station jurisdiction. The
circumstances of the cuse are ns follow, viz: One Bhownnee came to Bindal's
house, and by giving out that he was a Gurruria, and a relation of the Pluintiff,
he was allowed to stay there for the night. 1le said thut he was fasting thut day
and would not cat anything. Subscquently on a favorable opportunity being
afforded to him, he seeretly put something poisonous into the food which the
Plaintifi’s son was cooking for himself, and on partaking which he was soon
rendered insensible. The Plaintil' humself shared w like fute by means of some-
thing being administered in his Hookka. The poisoner having thus cleared tho
obstacles which he considered would stand in his way to success, by rendering the
owners insensible, robbed them of property to the value of Rs. 5-0-0.  When the
victims recovered their senscs, they named Bhowanee as the man who had robbed

them ufter drugging, snd on this chie ho was apprehended by the Polico, sent up

another case in Baraitch, but where, as in case 8, one of them remained out of
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to the Magistrate and finally committed to the Scesions.”  (MEMO +—ITc was sen-
tenced to 10 years’ impriscnment, wherenpon he made certain revelations which
the Inspector General Police considercd threw hght upon some of the Oonao
Mysterions Cases noticed under that District.  He named 12 persens ns his
accomplices, of whom 8 were arrested, and the Inspector General Police wag
sunguine of tuccess i bringimg scme, 1if not all, Yo justice, but. enid that, the in-
vestigntion would require time and patience. The result of their myvestigation
wag not communicated to this Otlice but it 1s believed that they are the persons
alluded to in the extract from the roport of the Inspector Genernl Police given
above under this District, where it was said that suflicient evidence could not be
procured against them.)

(2) 30th May 1865.—A woman named Rudden reported at the Mohungnnge
Station, the murder of her brother Chundoo, a boy aged ten yearg, on the road to
Jais for the eake of robbery.  She was going along the road to Jais with her little
brother where she met & Bhogyua (one who rells parched gram,) whom she knew
and who ueed to go to her house at Jugdeespore, but whore nnme ghe was unac
quumnted with.  The “ Bhoogwa induced her brother to sit down at a well, and
soon after procured semelling from the Jungle and caueed them to drivk which
produced mstaut insenmibibty.  Whilst they were in this delivious state, the
Bhoojwa took away from the pereon of Ruddeea, a Necklace, a Nose-ring and
some Cloth, valued in all Re. 11.7-0, The boy, it was suid, had strayed awny
somewhero in a state of insenmibility, search was accordingly made for him, and
his dead body was found near the well spoken of, - there were only bones, but. the
body wus recognized by the Mother from the Dhotee and other clothes upon
it. g (MEMO :—The culpnit escaped detection.)

(3) 23rd June 1865.~-* Sewn Chowkeedar reported at the Moosafirkhana Stae
tion that a traveller had died from the hot winds. The Officer in chargo of the
Station who happened to be near the spot, took up the case, and found on enquiry
that the man kad been beyond all doubt poisoned, as u poor starving boy who was
parsing by, ato komo of the Chuppatees which were lymg near the corpse, and
became insensible. A Mindoo who was seen with the traveller was suspeeted from
his confused manner and nervous state of mind, to be the culpnt, but subsequent
enquiry showed that the man in question was mistaken for the real defendant.”
(MbM0 - No one was eventually convicted in this cnse. 1t wlls reported by the
Superintendent of Polico to huve scemed a real caso of Thuggee and the third
{_easo of poisoning within a short time.
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( Nine of theee cases were attended with murder, viz.: 3 in Lucknow City, 1in

Lucknow District, 1 in Durrabad, 1 in Seetupore, 1 in Fyzabad, and 2 in Sooltan-
oor, but the Returns do not udmit of it being stated how many persons wero
illed in the 9 cases.

In addition to fe total number of 14 poisoning cases here shewn, the following
exfra cases have been noticed in the present Statement, viz. :

Three cases in Qonao viz.: 2 of strangling and one of “murder,” but whether
by poison or by strangulation was not shewn (vide Oonao,) and 1 ense in Fyzabad
regarding which too, similar infornation was wanted (vido Fyzabad.) ~Theso
4 cases aro exclusive of the 14 returned 1n the present Statement, and 1t will have
been perceived that one of them (in Oonno) has been returned in the Police
Administration Report, as a caso of Thuggee.

Porrck ApmiNisrraTION RErort :—Blurder by Thugs 1 case (viz.: in Oonao.)

INSPECTOR GENEBAL POLICE:-- Powsoning - “'Lhere has been a large iereaso
in the number of cases of drugging for the sake of robbery.  Tu 1864 there were
only four of these cases, in 1865 the number rose to 15, The Police have dealt
successfully with the erime.  Out of the 15, apprehensions were made in 10, 1 5
there were convictions, and 5 remamed under trial at the close of the year, The
cases occurred, 3 in Lueknow City, the City Police were most successful in making
apgrehensions and obtaining convictions in'all; § cases occurred in ¥yzabad, 5 in
Sooltanpore and 2 in Baraitch. The rest of the Provinee has been free from the
Crime. _Ten cases occurred in the adjorning Dietricts of Fyzabad and Sooltan-

ore.  From thia Tam led to believe that the poisoners have their head quarters
1n one or the other of those districts. The 3 men apprehended and convieted in
the Baraiteh cases, were residents of Lucknow. 1 confess that 1 am unable to
give any decided opinion as to the cause of the incrcare in the erime ; it does not,
appear to be the work of uny one organized gang, as no conneetion enn be traced
between the partics arrested in the scveral cases. But from the manner in which
the crimes have been committed, there can be no doubt but that the perpetrators
are professionals ; this perhaps, gives a more alarming fenture to the malter, as it
would lead to the supposition that there are several gangs,— but I trust that tho
detection that has followed the crime, nnd the remedial measures that have been
adopted, will put a stop to it in this Province. 1t is perhups possible that per-
sons, who formerly lived by large gang Dacoities, finding that that mode of p}un-
der was more dangerous, have turned to the more insgdious one of Poisgn.”

The Police Administration Report gives 8 cases of fnurder by poivori, but it will
be seen that 9 is the number which has been elicited in the preeent Statement, the
case of the “ murder by Thugs ” having been one of strangulation,—and in refer-
ence to tho number above stated to have token place in 1864, 1t will be seen that
8 cases were elicited in the Statement of this Office for that yeur. '

A
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REMARKS

1t will also be perccived from the summary above quoted frem the Tuspeetor
General Police, that wherens 14 is the number of poisoning curesto be gleaned
{from the Policc Administration Report for 1865, he Lns sated 15 to be the num-
ber, and that not only does the number of eases m the Districts enumerated by
bim, differ from the number in tham exhubited in the present. Statement, but that
n case m Durrinbad and one in Scetupeor, have been cnnfted from his list of
them. It is believed, however, that the 15 cares hare referred to of “robbory by
administering poisons,” are additional to the ) of “ murder by poison,”—in_yhich
case the total number of enses of poisonmyg in Oudh in the yenr 186 would
swell up fo twenty-four, and an enquiry hag been divected to the Inspeetor Genee
ral Police, whether thoee 16 cuxes include the murder cares, or are caclusie of them.

Whetker too, 15 cases complete the number of ¢ugy case of robbery by poson-
ing in the Province, cannot be here stated,—for the Tables of the Report do not
shew the Sections of the Indian Penal Code under which the erimes enumerated
were investigated.

According to Statcment 1T, in 2 of the & cases of muder Ly poison no arrests
were made, 11 persons were arrested in 6 cases, 1 persen arrested in a ecase of o
previous year, £ persons remained under tual w1 ease at the end of the year,
making a total of 11 persons arrested in 8 cazes, 3 persons acquitted in 2 cases,
10 pervons convieted in & eaces, total 13 poreons 1 7 cascs, and under tnal at the
closo of the year 1 person in | case. .

And necording to Appendix 12 of the Report, the following were the cnstes of
9 of the convicted parties, viz.: 2 Brahmins, 4 Passces, 2 Kacths and 1 Mahem-
medan.

In Ktatement T of the Report, only 8 cases appear under the heading of poison,
and they were the ma rder eases,—ull other poison cases viz.: the above 15 cases of
robbery by porgon and auy more ot such, would therefore have probably been m-
cluded under enses of “ Grievous hurt,” or “ Robbery with huit,” of the former
of which that Table exhibitcd 117 and of the latter 12 cages m 1865,

The Police action not having been uniformly stated m cach ease, no recapitula-
tion thercof cun be given in the presant. Statement, but the mformation on that
point which was to be obtamed from the Returns recavad in this Oflice, has been
Lthewn in the column of Remarks for cach Distriet.

(End of Oudh for 1865.)

PurNias.

(1) Umballah,

@) Delhi, ..

(3) Goorgaon,

(4) Kurnaul,..

1

-«

(5) Hissar,

(6) Rohtuck,. .

F &)

w <o —-

w2

Convicted 4 persons.  No details given.

Convicted 1 person.  (According to Appendix 111 of the Police Administration
chort,tho number of cascs was 5.)  No further detmls,

Convicted 1 person.  (According to Appendix 11T there was only 1 cuse) No
further detuils.

Convicted 3 persons.  No details given.

(The following ense of Thuggeo m this Diatrict, or romething like Thuggee, wonld
not, seem to have been noticed i the Police Admunistratron Report, viz.: A dead
body was,on the 16th Junuary 1865, found under n tree about 50 paces off' the
road l«'u((ing to Kothull. 1t was not known who the deecnsed was or whether he
was robbed, but the string of his pyjamas was found twisted round about lus
{neck, and his feet tied togother with s sqfa or eloth.)

IxsrECTOR GENFRAT PoricE:—“There have been three cascs of administering
poisonous drugs, un(l‘in one case the offender was comacted.”  No further @tuls
Zwere given. (According to Appendix 11, there was only cne case)

[ Convicted I person. No further detnils. The following is un account of one of
the cases, viz. : . .

ComMISsIONER :—* Twor persons supposed to be Thugs, administered stupefying
drugs 10 a Cartman and went off with his Cart.” )

According to a speeinl report wade to this Oftice, this ense took place on the T1th
February 1865. Two persons hired the drivor of the cort to take them some littlo
distance, for n sum‘of two rupees. On the way they pulled up to smoke- and
further on they agnin halted for the morning meal, They oflered a pooree and
somo sugar to the Curtman, which he accepted und ute, and ull then drove on.
When arrived at Majra, tho man began to feel unwell und so lay down in the
cart which they drove on. A little furtheron the strungeis pulled up the cart and
unyoking the Bullocks, gave them somo provender-- wlich was all the man re-
membered.  They did not tell him their names, but merely snid they had como
from Bhurtpore.” They robbed his cart and bullocke. (MEexo.—This case is u
counterpart of those committed by Hurpersad's Gang, for an account of whose

roccedings vide General Superintendent’s Report. in the Foreign Department,

A
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6 Districts, ..
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Number and Names
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Districts in which Cases were

reported.

Number of Cases.

ReManns.,

6 Districts, .. .. ..

(7) Lahore, .. ..

(8) Umritsur, ..

.

(9) Goordaspore, ..

(10) Jullander, ..
(11) Hooshyarpoor,

(1) Kangra,. ..

o

e}

13} 12 Districts,.. .. .

No conviction, no details.

( Comvieted 4 persons. The following is taken from n Thuggee Statement receis od
from the Commussioner of the Division, vz, :-

1o/ Case: At Qorindal, 28rd April 1865 ¢ arrested Jofce: Two men wero
poisoned by Datoora but recovered ”

2ud Case —-“ At Wulla, 13th July 1865 - Ariested Hakoo and Gopal Sing: A
man nawed Goordit Sig was found dymg a fow yands fiom the vl e of Wulla.
The Chemicnl Exanuner found  Dafocia m s stonndh [laloo o Binlimin who
site near o well at Walla, and Gopal Sing a petty shopheeper, were arrested and
sequitted by the Sessions Court ”

Brd Case = Umntsur Sevns, 20th September 18650 Arested Bulwunt Sing
e poironed a man named Daviditta with Datoora, Lut the latter recovered.”

The followmg account of the st (are 1s taken from Appendin A of the Polico
Admmstration Report.— On the 281d Apul, twe men were found Tymg wensclor
at 0 Well clore to the Gormdal Stathen on the Grand Trunk Read 12 nnlos from
Umutsur. The "inl Surgeon smd they ware vorsoned by Datoora, and suceccded
m bringing lh(‘lil round.  They stated that they had come to Cwmntsur for work
on the Rmlway © At a Scrar near Unintsur they were Jomned by aone eyed person
who gave his name as Hecra w Kahur, and who recommended them to go with
T to Lahore, where Coolies got Tngher wages. They wont with limvaeeordingly.
On the rond they brought some flour, the stranger purchusing seme Iial, Sugar
and Spices ot the savie shop, AU mdduy they sopped at the Wdl above mdi-
catell, to cook thor food — Heern sent one of tham to draw some water and the
other man to hnead the flour ut the Well, while e hinselt should prepare the dal.
When the food was ready, he gave them some of the dal to eat, but he hinself only
9 partook of their flour enhes with some Goor or sugar— When presently the owne-
ers of the well also casne there to rest, Heern propored to his compunions to move
on, but they deelinad to do so 1l Jater mthe duy, whercupon he hiselt went
on. They remembercd nothnge funther Gl they returned o conserousness and
found themaelies m the Umritsur Hoxpatal. The man Heora was traced by his
one cye, and when he was arreded 1t was fonnd that s true namo was Jofee and
that Tie had shortly before drugged nnother pason m the Goordaspore Distriet.
Three other cases were alro cheted agnmst b, but at was not rand where they
oceurred or when,  He was senteneed for 4 yenrs i the present case and was put
upon his trinl for the others also.

The followmyg further acconnt of this man and of thevesult of his futher trial,
ia tuken from the Police Admuonstration Report for 1866, viz —*Jotee Kabar,
o nnv-n)v(l man, the PUIROTICT 1L O1E CHSE, Wi nmu\hu.niml rolcly by the fortunate
cireumstance that his absence from his genernl place of residence was diseovered
by the Assstant District Supermtendent of Umritsur while testing our bad cha-
raeter rolls and to whont it oceurred that perhaps dotee had conmutted the ernne,
a8 he was o very bad charneter and had twice boen eomvacted botore, when Joteo
Ak retuen he was at onee arvested, placed ameng Leelee one-cged men, and recog-
nized by his vietnus, who lad recovercd.  For this offinee he only reeenved four
years’ muprisenment, but communtentions with other distriets led to the discovery
that he was the porpetrator of the sinilur offences 1861 und 1562 1 the Goor-
daspare distric t for whieh he recanved T yenrs, so that at la-t, he has been ea-
paeitated from purnang Ius atrocious practices for 18 yoars to come ”

L Mixo:—The case s returned us o Murdor by Thugs”

Divray Tasescror Giaeran (Lieutennt Colonel Mue Andrew ) “One eage of
undoubted ‘Thug powsonimyg 18 recorded, und Liegret to sy the cominal hus as yet
escuped deteetion.”

28th January 1865 -~ L man calling hinsell Maoli fell imowith two Jolukas or
wongers, who had st out m compuny with the village Chiowheedar 1 scarele of
ﬂn-i wives who had been abducted from thane Mot efiored to shew thon where
they were, and brought them to Hagpore, where he guyve them wome Dutoora m
therr food.  The Chowheydar died, but the other two recorvered, Moty escaped.

Meymo “This ease 1 not identical with the one m Goordaspore wineh was
above alluded to wnder Lmrttsur as the deed of the one cyed Jotee.  Inthat aftr
one person only was drugged, nnmed Gusseeto, “hotly befe we’ the offinee at Go-
rindah in Umirtsur, was commtted =1 e, shortly before 23ed A padd I1565—and
according to this, the offences m- Goordaspore should number o~ but as the
actual date was not given, the number 1 preserved af oue.

¢ 'I'his cnse is omutted from Appendix T of the Poliee Adninistration Report
LTt has not been described

A

Convicted two persons  No detals given.

Consieted 1 person. No detals.
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Dudl 13/12 Districts,.. .. .| 28

5 No details.—A during case of kidnapping on the 15th June 1865, in which a

. uniah wns earried off from the Grand Trunk to Mulka the well known abodo of

(13) Rawul Pindee, .. 3 {omluwu, who only returned after prymg a heavy ransom, is included in_the Thuggee
Statement received in this Office, but 1t is not entered in the present Statement.

(14) Goojrat, e P Convicted 2 persons.  No account of these cuses was given,

(15) (ioojranwullah, 1 Convicted 1 person.  No details.

. . . o These eases,included in Appendix 1, are omntted from Appendix TIT of the

(IG) Sealkote, et “© gpnlioo Adnunfstration Report ! No details are anywhere given.

(]7) Mooltan, . . P § These ensea are nlﬂ.n 1!, included in the detnil of eases entered in Appendix 11T

(nf the Police Adwinistrftion Report.  No account of them is given.
Fogr persons were comvieted. No necount of these caxes is given in the Police
8) Peshs ! | Admgstration Repoet.

(18) Peshawur, 413 INsPRCTOR (HNERAL POLICE -~ The Deputy Commissioner whilo deploring a
| I considerable inerease of offences under the heading ¢ causing hurt,” points out how
| L gang of professional porsoners was successfully hunted up.”

: |

h ' (19) Dera Tsmael Khan li ( This ease is omitted from Appendiz 11T of the Police Administration Report.

- ) 3 Pl P

I a No details are piven.

=

R~ - -

(" Comvicted 25 personr. These cases ave identical with the wwnber and detail

thereof given m Appendix 1 of the Pohice Adnmimstration Report,—but according
to Appendix T1T they numbered no more than 38!

Meymo.~-In Appendix A of the Police Administration Report, it, is stated (as
nlrendy shewn in the present Statement under Unimitsur and - Goordaspoor,) that
the man Jotee taken up for a ease in Umritsur of occurrence on the 23rd
April 1865, had then vecently comntted awolher case i Goordaspore, and that
“three other enses of smular chuineter had smee turned up against him there.”
If those cases oceurved m 1865, then the total of cases in that year would come up
to Ho!

Total 18| 19 Districts,.. .. .. 164 LakvaeNase (GovFRNOR —* On the other hand, in those more heinous classes of
crime, numnst property and person, which are ordimanly the work of organized
and professional offenders, asatisfactory deerease is for the most part observable ;
the only mnrhed exceptions hemg the eases of ‘hurt by means of poisoming

l or stupefying diugs,” which the Laeutenant Governor perecives with regret, in-
creased from 32 cases in 1861 {0 46 cases m 1865 ; but s Tlonor also notes that
the Polico appear to have been more suceessful m dealing with these cascs, as
there wero 23 comvietions last yenr to 12 the year before.”  (Memo.—It 18 thought
that 12 convictions m 1061, i 0 mistake, the number of persons convieled in that
year amounting, it would seem, to 28, and the number of cases to gﬁ Vide

Statement for 1861)

(End of Punjab for 1865.)

PoLIcE ADMINISTRATION Rrrowr :-- “There was one case of administering stu-
pefying druga.  The Defendant was arrested, but he was not a professional poi-
Zsom-r. The ervime resulted from a fanuly quarrel.”—No further detmls wero

—

(1) Pumoh, .. .. ..

communicated. ¢ .
( TPoiick ADMINSTRATION REPORT:—*There wero (wo cascs of robbery after
admimstering porsonons drugs.  These were no doubt committed by professional
poisoners.  In both cases the Police fuiled. * * » There was also a
case of ndministermg poisonous drugs to an European employed on the Railway,
by hisscrvants.  In this case the offenders were apprehended and convicted.”

The following account of theso cases is tuken from a Special Report to this
Office, viz.:

(1) 24th July 1865.—Three men procceding from 1lydrabad, wero joined by
three others who mixed some drug in their food. They were inseneiblo for threo
days, and on recovery reported the circumstance at the Schora Station House, but
in tho meantimo the culprits had got clear anay and were never traced.”

(2) 27th August 1865.- Mr. Upham, o Railway Tuspector, engaged 4 scrvanis
at Jubbulpore, two of whom happened to bo “ Gorundas or sons of Thugs.” They
were with him for about 20 days, when Mr. Upham was found drugged with
some Dhatoora which had heen administered in his food. He had perceived the
.| Cook (one of the ‘¢ G}T"d‘“") squeczing some juice from some green pods into his

CENTRAL PROVINCES.
=

A~

(2) Jubbulpore, .. .. 3

dinner whilst it wagbooking, but did not then know it was Datoora. He hud

C"'} 14! 2 Distriets, .. .. .. 4

over
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Rruarns.

before this ecen them plualing these pods from a bush, but he supposed they were
some hind of vegetable.  On coming to himeself he pointed out the bush to Dr.
Spicer, the Railway Doctor, who wae able promptly to attend him, and the Intter at
onco recognized it us the Datoora plunt. The symptoms too which he had displayed,
were such as could be produced by Datoora only, and the motive for the servants
administering it to him waxs to rob him when unconsciousness shonld have supor-
vened. e however, had u hind of suspicion that all was not right and abstained
from cuting the food 5o prepured, taking only rome rice and nulk instead.  Next
morning he ate his chofa hazri or enrly meal, intending to shew some of the pads to
Dr. 8picer in order to ascertain what they were. After eating some bacon and drink-
ing his tea, he mounted his Horse and rode towards Dr. Spicer's Houre, but lost
all conrciousness before he could reach it.  (M¥Mo — In this ease the Khansaman,
Kurreem Buksh, was genteneed to 6 yenrs” imprisonment, the syce and grasscutier
to 3 yenrs' ench, and the other servant (Meerun) was acquitted. The first, and
last of these were the sons of Thug stianglers, deceared Approvers of the Thuggeo
and Dacoity Department )

(8) 16th December 1863 = Three men travelling from Raepore to Ghazeepore,
were found lying insenmble in a House at Gwart Ghat, one only slightly so, who
soon recovered and then charged the Pohee with robbimg them.  lowever, on
cxamination their property was found all correet, und this man, who was o Peero-
hut, was himself euspected, but nothing could be proved agumnst him. The drug
was udministered in food made from flour and nice purchased at a Bunnya’s shop
L at the spot.

g Porice ApMINISTRATION R¥PORT i~ -“Tn one murder and ono robbery, in both

of which the Police fmled, the erimes were commtted by professional Poisoners.”
o specinl reports of these cases were recaved m this Offico. :

( Po11cE ADMINISTRATION RFPORT :—“Tn the ease of uitempt (at murder)—one
lof poisoning—but not by a professional- the Defendunt was convieted.”

( According to the Police Administration Reporl the cases numbered 6 only,
namely, one attended with murder and 4 otherwise.  But the Report does not
distinetly shew whether there were 5 cascs, or 4 only.

INerFCTOR GENFRAL Ponick: —“ Murder by Poison 1 ease.--There were 4 cases
of admimstering powsonous drugs for the sake of robbery- all, 1 blieve, by
profcmimml pussoners.  In one case the vietim died, and in the other threo
they recovered.  In all the Pohee were unsuecessful. It is remanrhable that these
cnses oceurred in the very districts m wiich sueh erimes would have been ex-
peeted ; siz., 2 in Nimar, which is the thoroughfure of the nomadie eriminal
tribes pussing between Central Tndin m the Decenn, and 2 m Jubbulpore.” (MR-

the serics, the cuses in Dumoh and Bhundare und one of the Jubbulpore cuses.)

“ 1 may mention in this place that as no ense of Thuggee was reported or sus-
sected to have oecurred during the yenr, and a8 the number of cnses of Dacoity
]mu senmbly diminished, 1 believe T may confidently ussert that up to the present
time, no 1l effeets have been experienced from the sbohtion of the Thuggee and
Dacoity Depurtment in the Prov mee.”  (MeEMo. This remark huas also been
quoted under the Central Provinces in the Dacoity Statement for 1865 quod vide.)

Cnirr CoMMISSIONER :— * Paseing briefly to details, Mr. Temple observes that,
of murder, there was no case by Thugs, only one case by Dncoits, and only one by
Poisoning.  Considering the number of cases thut used 10 occur, he regards the
_attainment of the above number as & happy result.”

{ Mo.— It would seem from this that the Inspector General Police has omitted from

(End of Central Provinces for 1865.)
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( Tho Papers of Criminal Statistics for Madras for 1865, exhibit a list of 106
crimes of kinds, in none, however, of which the crime of poisoning is distinctly
specified. .

They shew that there were 233 cases of murder, 192 of grievous hurt und 169 of
hurt, which probubly include some cases of administering powon, but no case
thoreof is specially shown, whether in the Criminal Statistics, in the Administra-
tion Report, or in the Annual Report of the Adminmwstration of the Mad
Presidency. |

As, howoever, among the Sections of the Indian Penal Code under which the
cnses of “ grievous hurt” and “hurt” are lumped together, appear those particular
soctions (324, 826, 326 and 328) which refer {o cases of hurt by means of poisons,
it is to be concluded that the cases indicated, certainly do includo some instances
of thut particular crime, but there are no means of deducing the sctual number
thereof from the Returns received in this Office.

PoL1oR ADMINISTRATION Reprort :—“There was no case of Thuggee.”

(End of Madras for 1865.)

-
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[ Potrew Reropr :—“ Of the aine cases of murder committed for trial, the fonrth

r
| is that of a girl of the villago of Gujna, Talookn Boorsud, who died from the effects
j ol Poison.  Tn this cuge an accused was apprehended and committed to the Ses-
Lﬂiolls and fricd on two charges—3iz. : 1st Murder agd 2nd administering powson

—

(1) Kaira, .. ..

with intent to cause hurt, and was convicted on the 2nd charge and seutenced to
3 years’ rigorous imprisoument.”

(2) Khandesh, .. ..

o

This caso is obtained from the Crime Return for Khandesh in which it appears
{lmdvr Section 328 Indian Perul Code (eauring hurt by means of poiron &c.) but
no detailed account of it wns given.—Two persons wore convieted of this offence.
( This cago occurred on the 5th August 1865 at Keim in tho Kurmalla Talonk.—
A man assuming to be a Mahowedan traveller from Bombay, hired a pony at tho
village of Bholodee, and aman named Rowlog,to attend it.” Rowloo was observed
3|2 by some passengers in the Rmlway a day or t&o subsequently, to be dancing about
naked in a frantic state in a ficld close by—and at & subsequent date lns dead body
was discovered in the jungles of Keim. 1hs death was caused by poison mixed
in his food and he was robbed to tho oxtent of Rs. 31-6-0. No traces conld bo
Lgained of the Traveller or of the Pony.

(3) Poonah, .. .. ..
(Including Sub Collectorato
of Sholapoor.)

Boxsay.

(" This case took place at Pimpulgam on the 9th April 1865, and was returned in
o Statement of Thugges cases received as well from the loeal Magistrato as from
tho Commissioner of the Soutbern Diviewn, Jt way deseribed as hn attempt,
(4.) A])m(\,(]n]]ggur, .. 1) { to commit murder and that three persons were arrested for it, of whom {wo wero

i sentenced to 10 years” rigorous imprisonment and the other was acquitted. The
Statement did not epecily whether this was a caso of Thugges by poison or by
(strangulation,

kS
~
CLUDING DEPENDENT NNATIVE STATEs.

I~

(5) Jagheer States of the
Southern  Malratta In a Statement of cnses of Thnggee reccived from the Politienl Agent, 1his caso
Countr L is entered as of occurrence *“ in Koorundwar Peit between the 4th and 14h March

Yoo ) 1865.  'Tho Prisoner escuped und his nuno is unknown—no murder was commit-
ted.” It was not speerficd whether this was o poisoning caso or ono of strangling.

( These cases include two (viz., in Ahmednuggur and the Southern Mahratta
Country,) of which it was not stated whether they were censes of poisoning or of
strangulation,—and they comprise the only cases which enn be gleaned from the
Polico Returns forwarded to this Oflice. Tt seems probable mdecd, that some further
cuses of poisoning were included in the eases of crime investigated under See-

"Total 271 5 st l‘iCtS, .. .. .. 5|7 tions 324, 325 and 826 of the Tndinn Penal Code, of which thero were several in‘
the Crime Tables for the Districts comprising the Northern Police Division of
Bombuy, but in the absence of further mformation their numiber (1f any) could not
be ascertained.  No semliar Crime Tables or Police Reports were received in this
LQ[ﬁ'('efor the Districts composing the Southern Police Dwsion,
' (End of Bombay for 1865.)

- P ﬁ No Police Administration Report or Criminal Statistics have been reecived in
;= 3 2 this Oflico for Mysore, from which cases of the nature appertaining to the present
=) ,9 UNKNOWN 7 |4 Statement might be gathered.

2 4] ’ o I A Blank Return for Mysore and Coorg was reecived of cases of Thuggee pro-
= ks 5‘ perly so called.
g (End of Mysore for 1865.)

n
[N ¢
E \
H . s . ’ . - .
4 a a The Police Administration Report for the Ilydrabad Assigned Districts, does
(@] W | | not mention the occurrente of uny cases of posomng : 1t merely shews that no
a ) . & | [ enses of murder by poison for plunder took place—but us it exhibits several cases
I o Nor Spieivien, S| | of kurt and grievous furt, by day and by night, on the highway and not on tho
(/,‘ ) £14 Lighway, the Sections of tho Indian Penal Code under whicli they were investigated,
7 ] W | | not being shewn, it is possible that some cases of hurt by poison may be included
4] [ & | | in them. ,
< > 4 Tho Inspector General Police sent a blank Refurn of “ Cases of Thuggee” for
2 “ # | | the Provinee of Berar.
g . :
3 N . R =
e (End of Hydrabad Assigned Districts for 1565.)
an

GENL., SUPERINTENDENT’S OFFICE. CHAS. TIERN Y, (Dloped,

Genl. Supdt. of Opevoli s o the Nioression
Delhi, 9th May, 18G8. of Thuiyee and Dece! .



Abstract Statement of reported Poisoning cases throughout British Terrilory in the year 1865,

as gathered from lhe several Police Administration Reports and other sources, viz. :

3

1

(314

DBengal, ..

North Western Provinees, ..

Oudh, .. .. .. .. ..

Punjab, ..

Central Provinees, . .

Madras, ..

Bombay, ..

Mysore and (‘oorg,

Hydrabad Assigned Districts,

Total reported cases excluding
Three Administrations,

None specified.

Tuknown,

None specaified.

[}

14

16

( An Appendix to the present Statement gives a particular account of the specinl
investigations conducted in Bengal i regard to the crime of poisoning, as extract-
ch from tie Polico Administration Report.
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tinet District.

MEeMO —No uniform account having

from the poison taken, or of other usual
thereof may be found under each di

[ Bleven cnses of murder or attempts to murder, by strangling, have been noticed
in the present Statement for as much as they are worth, viz., 1 in Bengal, 2 in
the North Western Provinees, 4 in Oudh, 2 in the Punjab and 2 in Bombay.
The two latter were doubtful cascs, i. e., whether attmbutable to poison or to
strangulation,

GENL. SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE.

Delhi, Oth May, 1868.

CIIAS. IIERVLEY, Colonel,
Genl. Supdt. of Operations for the Supression
of Thuggee and Dacoity,






APPENDIX 1
Aecompanying Thuggee Stalement Jor 1866, being Erlract paras. 99 (o 196 of
the Police Administration Report for Bengal for the year 1865.

« A\« the records of these eases contain much interesting and useful information, I think
1t well to enter here into a rather detailed account of Mr. Reily’s proceedings.”

« Immediately on veeeipt of orders, Mr. Reily proceeded to Patna with the Speeial In-
spector, Baboo Nohokisto Ghose, and six Constables.  From his experience in dealing with
crimes which are perpetrated by organized bodies, he was aware that it is only by means of
confessions, or what is generally known as the € approver system,” that he could hope to break
ap the gangs which evidently infested the Districts of Bhaugulpore, Monghyr and Patua.”

« At Patua he learnt that two men named Lufchmun and Kooshroo had been committed
to the Sessions by the late Dacoity Comumissioner of the Bebar Division, Mr. Vineent, for
administering drugs to travellers, and had been sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment by the
Sessions Court in 1863, On examining the proceedings of the case, it was clear that these
two men helonged to a gany of poisoners ; and that their accomplices liad escaped at the time
they were arrested by the Police.  He applied to the Commissioner of Patna for permission
to see the prisouers, Lutchmun anl Kooshroo.  This he was permitted to do. These two
men had fortunately heen retained in the Jail at Patua, beeause they could weave towels and

were wseful in the jail manufactory.”

«Ile saw Lutehmun and Kooshroo in the presence of the Jailor; Kooshroo at onee
vefused to give any information ; but Tatehmun at first hesitated, and then made a full con-
{ession, giving up the names of his accomplices, and detailing several cases in which he had
tahen a part.  Mr. Reily applied to the Magistrate to record the confession of the prisoncr.
"This confession was taken on the 22nd April 1865.”

« Before acting on it he determined to test its truth,  The men Lutchmun named as his

accomplices were.®  These men were found to be actually living in the

*

Zalim.

1 .

2 BolidBux. places named by Lutchmun. Zalim was employed as a Chupprassee

3 Jelum. : N » . .

+  Bundeosh. in the Bhaugulpore Collector’s Office, and on being arrested made a full

5 Soobratee. onfosst 1 ¢ abse \

s e confession.  Bolie Bux had absconded to Oudh after Lutchmun’s ar-

Z; »]Svllmo. rest, and had there been arrested on a charge of being connected with a
. aljee.

gang of poisoners in that Province. Jelum was arrested at Bhaugul-
pore, and in his evidence before the M agistrate corroborated Lutchmun’s statement to the eftect
that Zalim, Laljec, Soobratee and Bolic Bux wandered about the country ostensibly in com-
pany with two nautch girls ; but that their real occupation was to drug travellers.  Bundooah
had been arrested in a case of poisuning‘, and had been sentenced to seven years” transporta-
tion by the Sessions Court in the Khyrahad Division in Oudh, where he had gone with Laljee
and Bolic Bux. The former was implicated in the same case, hut had made his cscpe éut
of the hands of the Police.  Choolic Misr had been twice arrested on a charge of drugging a
woman within the Monghyr Fort, and owed his escape to the way in which the proceedings
were conducted in the Joint Magistrate’s Court.  This Choolic Misr had absconded from
Monghyr and had enlisted as a Police Constable at Bhaugulpore, where he died only a weck
previous to Lutchmun’s confession.  The above facts were corroborative of the truth of
Lutchmun’s statement.”

“ Not satisficd with this, Mr. Reily tested some of the cases mentioned in the confession
by visiting the places named. The first case in which Lutchmun was engaged was onc which
he deseribed as having oceurred at Kallee Ghat ncar Caleutta.  Ile stated that after worship-



. [oi]

ping Kallee, the gang put up in the house of a Pundah, where thtee other travellers had: also
remained for the night. The travellers made preparations to cook their dinner; Tutchmun
obscrved that Zalim, Laljee, Schoo and Soobratee whispered together. The travellers were
cooking ¢ furkaree’ (vegetable curry). Zalim who had the bag with the dooknee,’ or poison,
went up to them with Laljee. 'The latter asked for some fire, and when the attention of the
travellers was taken up in giving fire to Laljee, Zalim dexterously managed to throw a qllum~
tity of the powder into the pot in which the curry was cooking. The travellers partook of
that curry with their rice.  About 11 o’clock at night they began to wander in their minds.
Upon this Zalim and Laljec led them into the hut, where the Jatter dropped down insensible.
The others then helped themselves to all the travellers had ; obtaining 150 Rupees in cash

and other property.”

“Mr. Reily went with Lutchmun to Kallee (thaut,—the latter pointed out the house
where the case had occurred. It was discovered that a Chowkeydar at Kallee.Ghaut, recol-
lected the circumstance.  The drugged men, it appears, were found insensible in the morning
and were reported as drunk.  Onc of the men lived at Kidderpore, near the Bridge. On
enquiring there, one Jaddee, an inhabitant of Furrcedpore, was found, who stated that his
brother, Ugnoo, had lived there about two and half years ago; that he had gone home spitting
blood and died two months after his return.  Ugnoo had stated at home that he and two
others Kad heen robbed at Kallee Ghaut of every thing they possessed.  His hrother had been
ill ever since the night in question. A neighbour, Gungaram Ilalwie, stated that Ugnoo had
lived there, and that he had heard Lim say he was robbed at Kallee Ghaut.  Munna, another
neighbour, told the same story, adding that Ugnoo had shortly after left for his home. If
Ugnoo had been living he would probably have recognized Lutchmun and Zalim; but as he
was dead it was uscless to go further into the ease.  There is little doubt, however, that
Ugnoo had died from the effects of the poison which had been administered to him at Kallee

Ghaut ; the companions of Ugnoo on that night were not discovered.”

“ Lutchmun further stated that after the Kallee Ghaut affairs they procceded by rail to
Ranecgunge, and there alighted with a number of travellers who were going West, they
joined thesc travellers and went with them till they came to a “chutlee” about five or
six miles from Rancegunge. There the travellers cooked their dinner; Zalim and Laljee
placed the booknee or powder in three bits of paper, and managed to throw these papers into
the three pots in which the travellers were cooking their food. The travellers became insen-
sible; when the gang helped themselves to the money that was tied round their waists, and
went off on the Buddeenathjee road. Mr. Reily went with Lutchmun to the Moodie’s shop, the
scenc of the occurrence, and found that the story told by him was quite true. Travéllers had
been drugged there and robbed ; information had also been given to the Police, but it was
impossible to trace the travellers owing to the imperfeet record kept of the case.”

« These two cases, and others which came out during the investigation, proved that on

the whole Lutchmun’s statements were to be depended upon.”

« A case had occurred in the Patna District in which two Brahmins, named Rameshur

and Nitanund, had been drugged at Bykutpore under rather pecu-

Tho Bykulpors Case liar circumstances. On the road to Patna thiey met two boys who
offered them a silver bangle for sale, on the pretence that they had no moncy to proceed to
J ugget’nauth. A little further on the road they met another traveller, who tested the bangle
and valucd it at Rupees 17. This traveller was anxious to purchase the bangle, but declared he
had no ready cash, but as his housc was close by he begged the two Brahmins to advance the
money ; this, after some hesitation, they did, as the traveller was a well dressed man, and
they were to retain the bangle in their posscssion. After a while the traveller went into
Burhea and never reappearcd. The two Brahmins after waiting some time procecded towards
Bykutpore, and when near the « chuitee” two other travellers joined them. These men went
with them to the Moodie’s shop and purchased for them some rice and doll, &c. The Brah-
mins after eating the food became insensible, and when they recovered their senses they found
the two travellers had fled with the bangle and every thing they possessed. The Police had
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arrested Buglookar, of Burhea, as he had been identified by the two Brahmins as onc of the
men who had drugged them. The case was made over to the Detective Superintendent at
this stage. It is well known that these poisoners generally hunt in couples with such of their
relatives as they can frust.  Bugloo was therefore casually asked for the names of his rela-
tives. Ile gave the names of six members of his family.”

*

“ Mr. Rcily went to Burhed with the Special Inspector and one of the Brahmins named
Rameshur.  The District Superintendent of Monghyr accompanied him.  Tota Singh, one of
the Zemindars of Burhiea, whose “nufler’ or slave Bugloo was, was requested to produce the
relatives named by Bugloo.  With one exception, they were readily produced, and Rameshur
declarcd that Bugloo’s companion was not amongst them.  The one exception was a man named
Jebun, Bugloo’s cousin and brother-in-law. Tota Sing declured he was not in the village.
After a great many excuses, however, Jebun was produced; he was at once identified by
Rameshur as the companion of Bugloo. The Moodic and his son also recognized Bugloo and
Jebun as the men who had put up in their shop that night, aud who could not be found in the
morning when the two Brahmins were found inscnsible.  On this evidence the Magistrate
committed Bugloo and Jebun for trial to the Court of Scssions. The Sessions Judge of
Bhaugulpoye after a lengthened trial acquitted both.”

““ The Judge noted in his judgement, first, that the description given to the Police by the
men who had been drugged, of the men who were in their company when they became insen-
sible, did not in all respects agrce with the appearance of the poisoners; second, that the
identification of Jchun at Burhca was not entircly satisfactory.”

L]

“ With reference to the first point, it may be remarked that it is well known that persons
suffering from the cffects of Duttvorak do not regain full possesion of their memory in the
generality of instances for some days; and the description written down by the Police was
recorded almost immediately after the men had partially regained consciousness ; and it is pos-
sible that though conscious they had at that time no distinet and accurate recollection
of the persons by whom they had been drugged.  Further, as the description is in the usual
stereotyped style of all Police Descriptive Rolls, it was probably supplied by the Officer who
recorded it. To place, therefore, a description of such doubtful character in opposition to the
deliberate cvidence on oath of the Brahmins and that of the shop keeper and his son appeared
somewhat strange, cspecially when these witnesses had no possible causc of enmity or spite

against the prisoncrs.”

“ With reference to the second point it may be as well to quote the words of the Magis-
trate in his report to the Commissioner of the Division on this case, * Mr. Reily in his de-
position on oath detailed all the circumstances under which the identification at Burhea took
place, and which, with all deference, I consider to be entircly satisfactory.’

.

““This is the first case. No conviction was obtained, but the Commissioner of the Divi-
sion, in his letter No 36 of the 17th Aukust 1865, states ¢ that after rcading the papers care-
fully he comes to the conclusion that the Superintendent displayed great detective ability, and
is entitled to high praise for the patience and skill with which he prosecuted his enquiries.”
It is only necessary further to remark that the Patna prisoncrs, Lutchmun and Kushroo, arc
also residents of Burhea, and also ¢ golams’ of the same Zemindars. 1t is not to be denicd that
the Zemindars have never reported any of these cases, and from the manner in which Tota
Sing endeuvourcd to protect Jebun, and the aid he afforded to Bugloo in this case, it is not
stretching a point to belicve that he is implicated with these poisoners, and that he proteets
the gang at Burhea. The Monghyr Police have been dirceted to keep a wateh over Tota Sing
and his ¢ golams,” Bugloo, Jebun and others of the gang in that notorious village.

“ Ou his arrest by the Special Inspector. Zalim confessed two cases of poisoning ; one
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«
at Sumbarsah in the Monghyr District, which Lutchmun had already mentioned ; and another
in which a fruit-seller had been drugged at Peer-Pointce. He

1. Mooscedhun. pamed in his confessions others, who had either joined the gang
4. "Tobee Uooree. .

3 ll{(;l:(:oo Tf;im_ after Lutchmun’s arrest, or who had belonged to it unknown to
. Soodin tooree. Lutchmun. These men arc named in the margin.”

. Soodin Bahdar. .

6. Nottroo Querie. . . . »

7. Kashee Dosad. ¢« At this stage of proceedings Mr. Reily was startled on the
morning of the 30th April by hearing that fhree men had been

poisoned at Bahir Chowkey within a few miles of the Monghyr Fort, and that two of them had

died from the effect of the poison.”

«(n the 29th of April the Police sent in three travcllers in a cart whom they had found
lying inscnsible at Bahir Chowkey. One of them had died on the road ; the other two reached
the hospital, onc in a state of coma and the other dclirious. The first died shortly after his
arrival.  The two men who died were Sonars, or Goldsmiths, and had died cvidently suffering
much pain; the skin on their backs, shonlders, aird clbows had been rubbed off by rolling on
the ground in their agony. This must have occurred hefore they became insensible, and were
found by the Police. The third man, Ramchirretto, recovered and stated before the Magis-
tratc that he had come from Purncah and was on his way home to Arrah. That on the
worning of the 28th of April he reached Madawah., There he met five Rajpootﬁ, the two
Sonars, and two Kormees ; they travelled together.  In the afternoon the Rajpoots remained
behind, as one of them fellill.  The two Sonars and the two Koormees came on with him to
Bahir Chowkey ; they put up there for the night and made preparation for dinner. It was
too late to cook, they therefore made ¢ muknees’ (that is hand-bread with spiced sutloo
inside.) The flour was purchased at the Moodic’s sl‘lop, but the sutloo was supplied by the
Koormees. 'The two Sonars ate together. Ramchirretto heing a Brahmin ate by himself, and
the Koormees by themselves.  He obscrved that the Sonars had eaten the whole of the
muknees they had preparel. e himself had eaten only half of what he had prepared,
as he thought they had a disagrecable taste. After a while lie feltlgiddy and found his memory
failing. Onc of the Koormees tried to lead him to the spot where the Sonars were lying,
but he escaped from his clutches and recollects that he staggered on and fell down senscless.
He stated that he believed he and the Sonars had been poisoned by means of the sutloo
given to them by the two Koormees. He described the two Koormees, one as taller than
the other.  Both dark, and the short man about 40 ycars of age.

«The first step was to intercept the five Rajpoots, and, if possible, the two Koormees.
The Deteetive Constable, Qodun Sing, with some Police from Monghyr, was sent with
Ramchirretto by rail to Patna, with instructions to walk back on the Patna road. As antici-
pated they met the five Raj poots who were brought into Monghyr.  One of them, Bissessur,
had spoken to the Koormees and declared he could rocognise them if he met them again.

«The men that had been arrested on Zalim’s confession now came into use. On
reading to them ghe description given of the two Koormees by Ramchirretto, one of them,
Nulthoo, declarcd that the description suited Soodin Bahdar, Beharee Bahdar, and Bhyrub
and Hurree Sonars. The Magistrate of Monghyr notgd down this statement of Nutthoo’s.”

“The Special Inspector was deputed to Bhaugulpore with Ramchirretto to arrest these
men. Ife found that Beharce had just returned to his house. The moment Ramchirretto
saw him at a distance, he declared that he was onc of the two Koormees., Beharee finding
himself recognized and charged with the murder of the two Sonars, confessed ; and was at once
taken before the Magistrate of Bhaugulpore, who recorded his confession on that very day,
viz., the 18th of May 1865. In his confession he implicated his uncle, Soodin.  On his being
brought to Monghyr lic was recognized by Bissessur.  Ilis confession corroborated the story
told by Ramclirretto. Beharee stated that Soodin had mixed the poison with  sutloo””

“The Special Tnspector now turned his attention to arrest Soodin. It appears that he
was arrested by Torab Sing, Head Constable of the Bhaugulpore Police, who, on reccipt of a
bribe of Rs. 40 let him go. The charge was proved, and the Constable was sentenced by the
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Magistrate of Bhaugulpore to six months’ imprisonment. It was then ascertained that Soodin
had started for the Nepaul Frontier with his wife and children. Two detective Comstables
were sent after him.  They had never seen Soodin before, and the difficulty was to identify
him.  On arriving at a place called Rolfere, they learnt that a traveller named Soodin, with a
woman and two children, had put up there for two days. They induced the man in whose
house the txaveller had put up to follow them. They overtook the travellers three days after
leaving Rottere, and the man pointed out Soodin. He was at once arrested, and on being
charged with murder and with absconding from Bhaugulpore, he acknowledged that he was
Soodin ; but declared it was Beharee who had poisoned the travellers at Bahir Chowkey. On
his being brought to Monghyr he was identificd by both Ramchirretto and Bissessur. On
being taken before the Magistrate of Monghyr he confessed that he and Beharee were the
culprits; but that Beharce had mited poison with the suffoo ; he also confessed to two other
casty of poisoning.”

“The District Superintendent of ghyr was then requested to collect as many of the
men as he could who had been drugged within the last twelve months.  Amongst these was
Kenoo Joolah, who was taken to the Magistrate’s Iajut and out of about forty prisoncrs, picked
Beharee and Soodin, as the two men who had  drugged and robbed him in September last on
the road between Bhaugulpore and Monghyr.  1lis previous deseription of the prisoners to
the Police also tallied with the appearance of Soodin and Beharce.  The prisoners were fur-
ther identified by two other vietims, viz., Rajub and Monohur Sing in the same manner.”

“ (On the evidence being laid before the Magistrate of Moughyr he committed Soodin
and Beharee for trial to the Court of Sessions on a charge of murder. The prisoners were
tried hefore the Session Judge and were sentenced to capital punishnient. The case was heard
in the Iligh Court on the 18th July 1865. The Judges recorded that, ¢a scverc sentence
was imperatively called for, in order to check, if possible, the spread of a crime so fatal to
socicty and so difficult of deteetion.  We therefore confirm the sentence of death passed on
hoth the prisoners.” The Judges further added that, “in our opinion the Detective Super-
“intendent, Mr. Reily, deserves great credit for the manuer he has dealt with this case, and
¢ for the complete chain of evidence which he has obtained under circumstances of so much

¢ difficulty.” ”

¢ The prisoner Beharee, after his arrest, stated that Rajbullub and Gouree Dosad were
the companions of Soodin in his poisoning expeditions.  On enquiry it was found ghat these
two men had previously been charged with drngging travellers.  The Distriet Superintendent
of Bhaugulpore was asked to arrest these men.  Oun the 15th June 1865 the Inspector of
Bhaugulpore hrought Rajbullub to Monghyr. 1le was identified at once dy Beharee, Nottoo,
and Zalim, and on that very day he confessed hefore the Magistrate of Monghyr, giving the

details of twelve cases of poisoning travellers in which he had been coucerned.”

« Amongst them he mentioned that Gurboo, Dwarka, Bisnee, and himself met two tra-
vellas at Madobah Bazar in October 1861 ; that Gurboo joined
them, and 3fter a bath purchased some suttod which he offered
to the travellers. The suttoo contained poison. The travellers after partaking of the suttoo
went towards Barcarepore, and when, within a mile of the Railway Station they fell and
hecame insensible.  Gurboo took from them a tin flask containing utter of kewrah and some

The Barearcpore ('nse.

money, which was divided amongst them.

« As this case had only oceurred seven or cight months ago, application was made to the
District Superintendent of Monghyr to know if any travellers had been drugged at Barcare-
pore in October last. He sent the special repor relating to two dead bodies which had
been found near Barcarcpore on the 10th October 1864. The bodics had been examined by
the Civil Surgeon, who stated that the deccased had died of poison. Two Bengalee reccipts
of the Collector of Tolls on the Bhagirutty River at Santipore had been found on the bodies.
By means of these papers the Police had ascertained that the travellers had left one Domun
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Manjie’s boat, and were on their way to Ghazcepore. with a tin flask of ufter of kewrah. A
reward &ad been offered, but no clue was then obtained.”

“ Rajbullub’s confession was thus corroborated by the Police records. It was ther
dctermined to search Gurboo’s house, and the Detective Inspector was deputed to do so. This
Officer on the 17th of June scarched Gurboo’s house in Kumurgunge in the presence of his
father, Sooklal, the Zemindar of the village, and other residents. A tin flask withssome utter
of kewrah still in it was found by ouc Poraish in a small room, in which dried cakes of cow-
dung werc stacked, conccaled in the cakes. The Detective Inspeetor traced Gurboo to Bhau-
gulpore, where he was arrested on the 18th of June. Dwarka was arrested at Monghyr on
the 21st of June, and Bisnee was traced to Shurkundah in the Rajmchal District, by a
Detective Constable, who arrested him on the 9th August and took him to Monghyr on the
10th. Ile was taken before the Magistrate to whom he confessed that he had been concerned
in scveral poisoning cases, and among others in this casc, confirming Rajbullub’s story‘in
every particular.  The Magistrate trok him at ouce‘o the jail where he singled out Gurboo
and Dwarka from a large number of prisoners.”

“The District Superintendent of Jounpore was applicd to and requested to send in Do-
mun Manjee, in whose hoat it appeared the two travellers had come, and the Distriet Super=
intendent of Ghazeepore was requested to send in Madarce Bug, the Merchant who had hired
the boat of Domun Manjee. From the evidence of these two men it appeared that Madaree
Bux, who'is a scent Merchant at (thazeepore, had dispatehed Domun Manjie’s boat laden with
rose-water in charee of Booka to his agent, Noor Allie, in Calentta, where the boat arrived in
August.  Noor Allie dispatched it on the 10th September 1851 to Ghazeepore with a freight
of empty bottles and kewrah water.  Booka, it was intended shonld go by lend with a tin
flask of kewra wiler; hut having been taken ill in Caleutta, he weat up the river in the boat
and left it a few miles above Bhaugulpore, accompanied by his cousin, Kurrecembuy, intending
to proceed by land, taking with them the tin flask of kewrah wtter, and the two toll receipts.
Domun Manjee in charge of the boat reached Ghazeepore with the freight, and there dis-
covered that Bekoo and Kurreembux had not arrived. It was also ascertained that they had
not since been heard of. - The pttendance of Noor Allie with his acconnt books was procured.
He shewed from his books that he had purchased on the 10t September 50 Rupees worth of
kewral utter, and had dispatched the same in a tin flask in charge of Bekoo. Ile identified

the tin flask, which was also recognized by Domun Manjee.”

“The Magistrate took Rajbullub and Bisnce separately to point out the place where they
had left the two travellers after vobbing them. The Magistrate has recorded that they each
pointed out the same identical spot. Tt was proved from the cvidence of the Police that the
two dead hodies were found on the 10th of October in that spot.”

“The whole of this evidence was laid before the Magistrate who made Rajbullub and
Bisnce witnesses for the Crown, under Section 209 of Act XXV, of 1831, and committed Gur-
boo and Dwarka for trial to the Court of Sessions on a charge of murder.”

“The prisoners were tried hefore the Sessions Judde, who, on the'20th of September 1865,
sentenced Gurhoo to capital punisliment, and Dwarka to transportation for life.  The finding
of the tin flask on Gurboo was considered strong corroboration of the approver's evidence ;
and sufficiently indicating that Gurhoo, as alleged by the \\:itnonscs, was the chief agent in the
destruction of these unfortunate travellers.  The ease was heard before the 1igh Court on the
25th of January 1865, when the sentence of death passed on Gurboo was confirmed, and fur-
ther evidence whs called for with regard to Dwarka.”

“From the confession of Rajbullub it appeared that there is a gang of poisoners at Col-
gong, near Bhaugulpore; and that on one oceasion Bhoodoo, Phooloo, Nuncoo, Mahir, Hurrce
8ing, and Talah Chowkeydar and Phoodoo had murdered three men on the Darjeeling road at
Shawraguddy, and that part of the property belonging to these men was still in the possecssion
of Hurree and Mahir. On searching the house of Mahir a Nepaul instrument called ¢ Phulsee’

.
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was found.  Ou this Mahir, Hurrce, and Talah were arrested ; and they confessed before the

Mugistrate not only to the Shawraguddy murders, but also to one near Colgong.” N
“They stated that the gang in May last went out on a poisoning expedition under the
The Colgug cuse. pretence of going. ont hunting.  Whilst returning they met a tra-
. veller at Ramzanipore.  This traveller rested under a tree, and
having takey out some suttoo left it for a few minutes in order to feteh water from a well
elose by.  Boodoo took some powder, wrapped in paper, from his ponch and gave it to Phoo-
loo, who mixed it with the suttoo. The traveller returned, partook of the suttoo, and walked
on, the gang walking behind him.  After proceeding about two miles, the traveller fell and
beeame insensible; when Bhoodoo robbed him of some property and 21 Rupees which was
divided among the gang.  The traveller died where he fell. - The Chowkeydar of the village
Jangoo was in league with the gang, and being a relative of Tola Chowkeydar disposed of the
dead body by inducing some Mahomedan Dhobees who lived near the spot to bury the hody,
telling them that the traveller wag of the Dhohee caste.  The body was buried near the tree
where the traveller fell ; it was not buried in the usual buarial place of the village.  The three
confessing prisoners took the Deteetive Inspector to the spot where the hody was Duried.

On excavating the place a skull and skeleton were discovered.”

“In this case there were three confessions supported by the evidence of the Dhobees,
There was the evidenee of several witnesses to prove that the prisoners had  gone out together
on a shooting expedition, and there was the finding of the skall and skeleton. The Magis-
trate made Mahir Queen's evidence and committed Hurreee and Tola Chowkeydar for trial to
the Sessions, where, on the 13th of January 1866, they were sentenceed to transportation for
life. This sentenee was confirmed by the Iigh Court on the Thh April 1866, The Julge

dirceted the Magistrate also to commit for trial Phooloo, Bhoodoo and Munkoo.”

“ 1t further appeared from the confession of Rajbullub that about three years ago Sook-
reen, Mahir, Phooloo, Tola Chowkeydar, Koonjul, and Juggomohun went on a poisoning
expedition with Hurree Sing to Purncali. They were wnsuceesstul while going to that pace,
but when returning they met at Shawengaddy three travellers veturning from Darvjecling, who

were on their way to Dinapore. Rajhulloh stated as follows: @

“*We joined these travellers, and, after going some distaice with them, Hurree Sing

€ proposed that we should get some refeeshment. We then went

The Shawragudily ease “Ho the Bazaar and brought two annas worth of sweetmeats and

¢ some sukur orsugar,  After bathing, we gave some of the sweet-

“meats to the travellers, and, having prepared two lotahs of shurbut with the sukur, into one
“lotah we put poison, and handed it to the travellers, while in the one we kept, there was no
. ¢ poison. The travellers drank the shurbut, and we altogether staried on our journey.  About
¢ a mile from the Bazaar the travellers fell down senseless elose to cach other. TTurree Sing
¢ said, *scparate, it will not do for somany of ns to he seen together.” Sookreen, Juggomolun,
¢ Koonjul and I went on ahicad about three or four handred yards, and sat under a tree. After
¢ ahout an hour Phooloo, Mahir, Hnreee Sing and Tolah Chokeydar came up to us saying
¢ we have brought all they had,” and they shewed us abont 30 or 10 Rupees. They also,
< brought a phulsa and a Nepaul bhogjalee and a thal and lotah.” They said * the men are
¢dead” 'The wmoney was divided between us. One ol the travellers was a Dosad, one a
¢ Chummar, and the third a Goaleh.  We had learut from them that they were returning
¢ from Darjecling, where they had followed some Sepoys, and were on their way to Dinapore.

¢ Murree Sing took the phulsa and the bhoojalee.  'The former he gave to Mahir” ™

« On the arrest of Sookreen, he wmade a coufession corroborating that of Rajbullub in
every particular.  Ou the arrest of Mahir, Hurree Sing, Tolah Chowkeydar, and Phooloo,
they each made a similar confession before the Magistrates of Monghyr and  Bhangulpore.
Juggomohun aud Koonjul have not been arrested.  As far as could be learnt, the former had
been imprisoned in a case of poisoning, and the latter was reported to be dead.  Hurree and
Tolah Chowkeydar were sentenced to transportation in the Colgong ease, in which Mahir was
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made Queen’s evidence. Rajbullub was made Quéen’s evidence in the utler casc at Burcare.
pore, and Sookreen in another case of murder ; there femained only Phoodoo, who was com-
mitted for trial to the Court of Sessions by the Magistratc of Bhaugulpore. The case was
tricd by the Sessions Judge of that District, and Phoodoo was scntenced to transportation for
life on the 19th of March 1866.” '

““ Nothoo as already mentioned confessed to several cases of poisoning. Most of these
cases were tested by the Special Inspector and were found to be correct; but in several the
sufferers, unfortunately, could not be traced, having ecither died or gone to their housesin
distant parts of the country.”

“ In onc ease which occurred 2 few months previous at Godie on the line of rail, Nothoo
mentioned that he and Mooscedeen, (since dead) Sunkur Dosad,

The Godie cuse. and Bance Danook had drugged a Modee. He was taken to Godie
’ and pointed out Kanie Moodee’s shop. On enquiring it was ascer-
tained that Kanic Moodee had been drugged, and his ncighbours stated that they recollected
the circumstance well. Kanie, on sceing Nothoo, Sunkur and Bance, identified them before the
Magistrate of Monghyr; picking them out of twenty or thirty people, among whom the pri-

soners had beeu purposely placed.”

« Tt appears that the prisoners had failed one day in April 18G5, while out on a poisoning
expedition, to find any victims, and they determined to drug the Modee who was reported to
be rich. Sunkur accordingly dressed himself asa ¢ Gosain, or pricst, and Mooscedeen,
Nothoo, and Bance represented themselves as his chala, or disciples.  They sat themselves
down before the shop.  Sunker began to act the pri(;.;‘t, muttered muuturs, performed poojah,
and passed on the ‘ pershad,’ or offering, to hLis pretended disciples, who kept the same in
their hands as they knew it was drugged.  They then offered a portion of their offering to
Kanic Modee, who at first refused to cat'it, but heing told it was € pershad,’ he ate it. The result
was, as usual, gradual insensibility preeded by delirium.  Kanic as stated by his neighbours,
who were examined as witnesses in the case, rolled on the ground in agony, and after his
recovery told them how he had been poisonced.  On secing him in this statc, his neighbours
went to his shop and, as his sickness had attracted notice, the pretended pricst and his disci-
ples decamped without having an opportunity of robbing the Modee.  In this case Nothoo’s
confession was corroborated by Kanie, who clearly and satislactorily identified the prisoners,
and who, according to the defence of the prisoners, had never known them before, and conse-
quently could have no ill will or spitc against them.  The Magistrate committed Sunkur
Dosad and Bance Danook for trial hefore the Court of Sessions.  They were tried before the
Judge of Bhaugulpore and sentenced on the 6th of January 1866 to ten years’ transportation.
The prisoncrs appealed to the ITigh Court, where the sentence was confirmed on the 4th of
April 1866.”

¢« Alb the enquirics into-these cases of poisoning confirm the fact that drugging was in-
troduced into the Bhangulpore and Patna Districts by Hurree Sonar and Bhyrub Sonar, who
had learnd the art from some men tho cawme from Owth.  Yvery effort, therefore, was made to
«arrest Bhyrub and Hurrce.  Bhyrab has not been fould to this day, but after some difficulty
Hurrce Sonar was arrested.  On his being arrested, he admitted that he was the ¢ Ostad’ or
Master of all the poisoners in the District. 1Ie, however, hefore the Magistrate of Monghyr,
confessed to only three cases of poisoning. In two cases, no trace of the victims mentioned
by him could be found ; but in the third case, which occurred at Suffeabad near Monghyr,
the travellers who were drugged had been sent to the charity hos-

The Suffeabad Cusc. pital, where they had been under medical treatment for several
days, and where their names, Jetoo and Baljit were cutered in the

Register. In the Police investigation which had been held at the time the residence of
the travellers was mentioned. After some difficulty they were traced and sent in by the
District Superintendent of Gya. On their arrival at Monghyr, they in the presence of the
Magistrate, both identified Hurree Sonar, and Hurree, himself, admitted that thesc were
the men whom he had drugged. The Magistrate committed the prisoner for trial to the
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Court of Sessions on his own confession, corroborated by the testimony of his vietims.  The
entries in the Register of the charity kospital and the record of the Police investigation proving
that these men had heen drugged. The Moodee also in whose shop the dragging ocenrred
identified the travellers, and proved that they had been drugged by a man who had decamped-
"The prisoner was tried by the Sessions Judge of Bhaugulpore, who on the 20th of January
sentenced hijm to ten year’s transportation. On the appeal of the prisoner, the case was heard
hefore the High Court, where the sentence passed by the Sessions Judge was coufirmed on
the 28th Mareh 186G35.”

“ Nothoo in his confession named Phoolehand and fourteen other persons as helonging to
the gang 5 and, from enquiries made by the Special Tuspeetor in the village of Kotgar, it was
proved that Nothoo's statement was corveet, and that these men formed a gang of professional
poigoners. A warrant was obtained for their apprehension. Phoolehand was captured by the
Deteetive Constables onthe 2nd July 1865 in his own house at Kutwalee (a village about
cighteen miles from Bhaugulpore) to which h@had recently removed. e was taken at once
before the Magisteate of Monghyr, where on the 3ed of July he confessed to several cases of

poisoning 5 among others to the murder of @ Jueen Priest.”

“ Phoolchand stated that, Gopaul, who was a servant in the temple, had conspired with
Jug;;vrmml]‘l Sing, and with Chatterdharee Sing, who was the captain of the gang of poisoners,
an'l through whom the services ot Mooseedeen (sinee dead,) Sun-

The Murder of a Priest i the | \
Phadooks Temple ut Bhawd-— hur, Banee Tetaree, Rama Tetarce, and Bhuttoo Tetarce, (three

pore. Irothers,) Kallee Dhanuck, Phoojee Hajam, and Phoolchand were
secured. They planned to vob the priest named Bodur Mull, whom Gopaul knew was wealthy.
About three or four years ago, one evesiing in October duying the Doorgah Poojah on the
occasion of the “tamasha’ of the < Birarud Melae’ he met by appointment the prisoners Gopaul
Sing and Juggernauth Singh. The former told him that Chutterdharee Sing, Mooscedeen
and others of the gang had come as agreed upon to mahke an offering in the temple called
Padooha. They brought two rupees worth of sweetmeats, which they divided into four por-
tions and put cach portion into a ¢ dangak’ (a basket of leaves,) they then went into a mangoe
tope where Gopaul mived some dooknee, or powder, witlt the sweetmeats whiel were in one
Cdongah,” Gopaul and Jugaernanth went into the temple and Phoolehand went with them,
Then Gopaul gave the € dongah’ with the powder in it to Chutterdharee to offer to the idol.
The priest took the < dongal’ and did so.  After having thus offered it, he took it up, as is
the custom, and began to divide it with the prisoners Chutterdharee, Gopanl, and Jugger-
nauth,  They prevented this, saying © we have three other “dongaks’ we will cat of them, and
you and the servants of the temple divide this between you”  The priest then ate part of the
dongah and left a part.  Gopaul and Chutterdharee divided the three dongahs amongst those
present, and sent part through Juggernauth to the witness Edoo, the driver of their carriage,
who, being a Mahomedan, had remained ontside.  This took place ahout 7 o’clock, and about
9 o’clock the priest hecune insensible. Then Chutterdharee and Gopaul and the gang agreed
to kill the priest. Gopaul Singh squeezed his throat, Sunkur vode on his chest, Juggernauth
held his hands and Mooscedeen squeczed his private parts with his feet. The priest trembled
convulsively and died.  On this, Chutteftharee, Gopaul and Juggernauth went into the inner
room of the temple and took out four sacks, cach about a cubit long, and gave one to Phool-
chand to place in the carriage; it.was heavy and had the ring of metal when thrown on the
cart.  Three other sacks were also placed in the carriage by Gopaul, Chutterdharee and
Juggernauth, It was then agreed that Mooseedeen, Sunker Bhuttoo and Banee should bring
out the hody. They took it out by the western door and proceeded north. The others yoked
the oxen to the carriage.  Gopaul, Chutterdharee and Juggernauth went in this carriage with
the driver Edoo; while Phoolchand, Rama, Kallee Dhanuck and Phoodoo followed.  They
went as far as the Shah Jehangir Tank, when Chutterdharce told them to stop and wait till
the rest came wp.  On the arrival of the four, Chutterdharce asked Mooscedeen what they
had done with the hody ? Moosecdeen said, they had thrown it ina well at Nussurkhance.
They then got into the carriage and all went to Chutterdharee’s house, where they took out
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the hagy.  Phoolchand veecived his share of the booty. (topaul was a friend of the priest
and used to write in the temple.  Gopaul and Chutterdbarce are ¢ sirdars.””

“ After hearing this confession it was necessary first to sccure Edoo, who was described
in it as the driver of the carriage. If he confirmed Phoolchand’s strange story it was deter-
wined to go into the case.  The Detective Inspector was deputed to scarch for Edoo. He was
found after some trouble, and on being taken before the Magistrate of Monghyr made the
following statement :—

*“ “ Three or four years ago, about October 1861, I was a servant of Chutterdharee Sing.

* One evening my master told me to get the carriage ready. My master, Gopaul and Jugger-
*nanth Sing went in the carriage. On approaching the Shah J changir Tank we met Phoodoo,
¢ Kalee, Rama, Banee, Sunkur, and Mooseedeen. The men in the carriage told us to follow.
* We went to Padooka temple, Chutterdharee said, ‘unyoke the oxen, I am going to make an
“ offering to the Thakoor.”  All the men went inside ; shortly after Gopaul and Juggernauth
¢ came ont and went towards the Nauthnugger uzaar.  They returned with dongaks in their
“ hands.  Phoolchand eame with them; all three went into the temple. About 8 o’clock
¢ Juggernauth came out and gave me some sweetmeats.  About 10 o’clock Chutterdharee,
¢ Gopaul and Juggernauth brought each a bag and placed them in the carriage. T was en-
¢ gaged in yoking the oxen, when I saw Mooscedeen, Sunkur, Bhuttoo, and Bance go by with
¢ a body and take it northwards. 1 saw it was the priest’s body, the hands were hanging
“down.  Chutterdharoe said, ¢ drive quickly.”  When we got near the Shah Jchangir tank,
¢ Chutterdharce said “stop the carriage”  Soon after Sunker, -Mooscedeen, Bance, and
¢ Bhuttoo came up, Chatterdharce asked Mooseedeen where he had put the body, he said he
“had thrown it into the Musserkhanee well. The earriage was driven to Chutterdharee’s
“ honse, when all went in.” T did not know at first the Dhusiness on which they weat, I never
“ told any one, as Chutterdharce is my master and he told me not to tell any one. Iama
¢ poor man. 1 remained by the carriage all the time.  Some one did ask me whose carriage

¢ it was, T answered that Chutterdharee and Gopaul Sing had come in it.” ”

¢« After this -confinnation of Phoolchand’s story, there was no doubt that a foul and
deliberate murder bad been committed ; and as the witness stated that the Padooka was a
temple ucar Bhaugulpore, the Magistrate was addressed to know if any such case had occurred,
and, if so, to send the record relating to it.”

“ The Magisirate sent a file of papers relating to a case in which two men had been
commilted to the Sessions on a charge of murdering the priest Bhoodur Mull.  The record
shewcd that carly in the morning of the 19th October 1861, two of the servants of the temple,
Agoonce and Mahaboob, were found recling about in the exterior court-yard of the temple
seemingly intoxicated from,drugs; and the priest was nowhere to be found. On the 21st of
October his hody was discoverd by chance in a dry well half filled with carth close by a
mangoe tope about half a mile from the temple, and near the house of Mahaboob and Agoonce.
The body of the priest was naked and devoid of the ornaments he usually wore, with the
exception of a silver ring on one of the toes.” .

“ The old Police and the Magistrate imagined that Mahaboob and Agoonce had drugged
themselves to sercen their culpability.  The Police, to make a good story of it, had deposited
a piece of gold chain in the house of one Rughoo, which chain, it was stated, had belonged to
the priest.” '

« < Mahaboob, Agoonee and Rughoo werc committed to the Sessions on a charge of
¢ murder. The Judge who tried the case exposed the iniquity of the charge regarding the dis-
¢ covery of the chain; observing at the conclusion of his judgment : ¢ Notwithstanding the
¢ protracted character of the investigation in this dark case nothing reliable has been
¢ elfvited. Tt rests cntircly on the weakest and most forced conclusions, and has no Gther
« than a Police origin and completion. The Darogah’s proceedings regarding, it are open to
¢ the gravest suspicions and are utterly unreliable. With these unsatisfactory results gene-
¢ rally, T think this Court onght not to have been troubled with this commitment. T acquit
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¢all the prisoners.”  The murder of the priest and the canse of Agoonce’s and Mahabool’s
intoxication remained shrouded in mystery, until the facts discovered hy the Detective

Department threw a flood of light on this ¢ dark case.” ”

. ¢ After pernsal of the record, there was no doubt but that Phoolchand’s story was perfeet-
ly truc.  The difficulty was to obtain evidenee at this distance of time, especially when Chut-
terdharce tad since @uired comparative opulenee, and no small influenee in Bhaugulpore,
from practising as a Mookhlear.  Phoodoo was arvested by the Special Inspector at Katgur;
without being permitted to communicate with any one, he was taken before the Magistrate
and there, be also, made a full confession, which confirmed that of Phoolehand in every

material point.”

« Johahir Tewary, an old servant of the temple, was summone{, and in his cvidence cor-
rohorated Edoo’s statement that he had scen the carriage near the temple the evening before
Budoor Mull had so mysteriously disappeared.  Ile stated that he had seen Chutterdharee
and Gopaul that evening with Budoor Mull. e testified that Gopaul had been left in charge
of the temple when Budoor Mull went to Patna; that he was very intimate with the priest ;
that after the murder he never went to the temple and never assisted in the investigation.
The account hooks, the keys, and cash were not found. e had seen five or six men with

Chutterdhavee that evening in the temple sitting near the priest.”

« Phe entire gang, with the exeeption of .ln;:;:m’u:m'us arrested.  Juggernanth
eseaped into Nepal and has managed to-evade the Police. THS brother Lokenauth Sing, s ¢
Constable in the Bhangulpore Police. Mooscedeen, who, next to- Chutterdharee, had most
authority over the gang died in Jal. .'l'lx(‘ rest of the prisoners, on the evidence colleeted,

were committed for trial to the Conrt of Sessions hy the Magistrate of Monghyr.”

« Phe ease was tricd by the Sessions Judge of Blangulpore at Monghyr with the help of
Assessors.  After the ease had heen concluded, the Assessors expressed a wish to view the
o in which the murder was committed, and to cxamine the eye-witnesses separately on the

plac
spot. The Assessors remarhed that sinee the murder was committed in the inner court, where
it is not likely the witnesses had ever again entered, it was possible to test their cvidence by

secing if they pointed out the same spot, or differed from cach ofher in any respeet.””

« Phe witnesses were kept apart, and were taken separately to the temple without having
an ()pportunity of commuuicating with caclt other. The Assessors examined them in the
presence of the Prisoners and the proscentor; and it was remarkable how minutely in every
respeet their evidenee agreed, as vegarded the spol where the murder was committed, Aow the
body was taken out of the temple, where the carriage stood, aud the road by which the body
was taken to the well ; it was interesting to wateh the manner of the prisoners when taken so
strangely to the spot where they had perpetrated so foul a murder, all collected together
(with the exeeption of Juggerath) just as they had met on that memorable night in that
quaint inner court yard 5 the change in their countenances, and the muttered vemarks they

made to cach other were suflicient to convinee any one that the actunal murderers of the priest

wore before him.  The Assessors went direet after that examination to the Judge and to him
N . ¢

delivered their verdict that ¢the witnesses had fold the fruth and  the prisonces were no
doubt guilty.””

“The Judge on the 31st of Jannary recorded his opinion of the case, and senteneed
Chutterdhavee, Gopaul, and Sunkur to capital punishment, and the rest to transportation

for life.”

“The prisoncrs appealed to the High Coust and were defended by Mr. Montrion and
Baboo Ashootush Dhur. The Tlon’ble Messes Norman and Campbell on the $th Aprilgeon-
firmed the sentence of capital punishment as regards Chutterdharee and Gopaul, and the
sentcnce of transportation for life on Bauce, but directed the release of Sunkur, Kanic, Rama,
Bhuttoo,-aud Kaleec Dhanuck, because these men had only heen naned by two approver wit-
nesscs. The evidence of Edoo was regarded as that of an accomplice after the fact.”
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¢ Chutterharee and Gopaul were exccuted on the 16th of April in sight of the turrets of
the Padooka Temple wherce thcy had murdered the pricst. Bance will be sent to the Anda-
mans ; Sunkur has already been sentenced in the case of Kanic Moodee to transportation for
ten years ; Rama has since been committed for trial to the Court of Scssions on a charge of
dacoity, and Bhuttoo and Kallee Dhanuck, though professional poisoncrs, remain at large
until sufficicnt evidence can be obtained to warrant their arvest a scoﬁul time ou similar

charges.”

“In the confession of Rajbullub the name of Sookrun appears as having been engaged in
several cases of poisoning. A warrant was issued for his arrest,
The Chumpanullah Case. and ou his heing taken hefore the Magistrate of Monghyr he
confessed to several cases of drugging travellers. Amongst others,
he stated that abont three years ago Scetaram informed the gang that a man had arrived ut
Colgong, who was too ill to travel on foot and had hired % cart, and was on his way towards
Bhaugulpore.  On hearing this Malir Sha, Chaknn Dosad, Piarce Dosad, Cholin Mussulman,
and Jalar Mussulman, Brijolall Dosad, Rajbullah Dosad, Sectaram and Sookreen, went to
meet the cart.  They met it near Padoo Shalt’s bridge about two miles from Colgong. They
followed the cart to Bhaugulpore where the traveller put up for the night at Karamullee's
Serai.  The next morning he started on his journey in the cart and the gang followed him.
At Champanullah Seetaram offered to get the sick traveller some milk.  In that milk he
mixed poison and gave it to &)'uvel]er. He also gave some of the milk to Piarce Dosad,
who handed the same to the driver of the cart.  They both partook of the milk.  After going
a short distance the traveller and the driver became insensible.  Sectaram found on the tra-
veller two hundred and fifty rupees and two Gold Mahurs,  Both the travellers were left in
the cart.  Subsequently he learnt that they had both died and that the cart was taken to the
Thanuah.”

« On this confession application was made to the Magistrate of Bhaugulpore to know if
any such case had oceureed at Champanullah, and, if so, to send the record relating to it. The
Magistrate replied that the information was correet, a case had actnally oceurred, but that the
papers relating to it had been burnt.  TIe however, sent copies of Police papers obtained from
thaunah record.  I'rom these papers it appeared that it was Scetaram who had obtained the
release of the cart from the Police, and had made it over to Syphun Bebee; that no clue had
heen obtained in the case; and the name of the driver of the cart was Mungul and that he was
in the cmploy of Syphan Bebee, who first received . news of the death of the driver and the
traveller from Scetaram. 1t was also stated that the traveller had put up in the Serai of
Boodee Buttearin, who had hired the cart for him from Syphun Bebee.”

« Ou this the entire gang, with the exception of Brijolall, was arrested.  1le, it appears,

" had been previously imprisoned in another case of poisoning. Mohie Sha also confessed before

the Magistrate confirming the confession of Sookrcen. The Special Inspector while investigating
the ease found several witnesses. Two witnesses state that they saw the cart at Champanullah ;
that one man was lying below the cart, and another onit. One witness saw Sectaram removing
a bundle from the cart.  Four witnesses saw Rajbullub, Sookreen, and five or six other men
standing ncar the cart at the time. Onc man had a red pugree, and he was deseribed as “a
fair man.” Another witness testifies that he saw Scetaram bringing some milk from the
village and taking it towards the cart. On asking him where he was going, Scetaram said
that a friend of his was lying sick in the cart, and he was taking him some milk. Two other
men, who were engaged in making bricks, had scen Rajbullub and Sookrcen and with them
several men; one man in particular who wore a red pugree.”
L]

“ The evidence was laid hefore the Joint Magistrate, who after recording it made Sook-
reen and Mahir Sha Queen’s evidence ; and committed Seetaram Sha, Chukun Dosad, Jaffer
Mussulman and Cholin Mussulman for trial to the Court of Sessions on a charge of murder.
The case is still pending before the Scssions Judge of Bhaugulpore.”
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“ Rajbullub and Sookreen in their confession both related a case of murder which oceur-

red only six months ago on the Aurkwrree Pahar just above the

The Kurkurree Pahar Mur-

dor. Railway Tunnel close to the station of Jamalpore. Rajbullub

states that about six months ago Sookreen and he himself were on
theip way home to Komargunge from Jamalpore.  They met Rahamul Kalefah and Roocha,
and with them a traveller at Mowagurrce.  After talking with Rahamul and Roocha, they
agreed to go back witfthem.  On reaching the well below Kurkurrce Pahar they sat down;
and, as it was a hot day, Roocha preparcd some shurbut in two lotahs with some sukkwr. In
onc of the /otahs he mixed poison and gave that lotah to the traveller, who drank the con-
tents. The other lotah was divided between himsclf, Sookreen, Roocha, and Rahamul.  They
then went up the hill; when they reached the top, the traveller sat down under a tamarind
tree partially insensible.  Soon after he dropped oft asleep.  Roocha then put his hand to the
traveller’s waist searching for his money; it appears that the man was still conscious, and
that he laid hold of Roocha’s hand, on this Roocha drew his hand away, and taking the
traveller up in his arms threw him down on the rock.  Rahamul Kalefah then took up a large
stone and dashed it on his chest ; blood flowed from the traveller’s nose, and he died.  Roocha
took 12 rupeces 8 aunas from his waist, and Rahamul took away a red spotted razie and a
fotak. They gave Bajbullub and Sookreen 2 rupees cach.  The traveller was a Brahmin,
about 25 years old.  Witness heard that the Police had enquired into the case.

“The two confessing prisoners were taken separately on different dates ; and hoth point-
cd ont the same spot as that in which the murder was committed. The Special Inspector
found a stick and some cloth lying near the place. On searching the house of Rahamnul
Kalefah a ved spotted razie was found 5 he could give no satisfactory account how he came
by it.  Roocha, on being arrested at l’:l?nu, confessed to the same murder, but unfortunately
the Police hadnever heard of the easc; there was no “ corpus delicti’ and no independent
evidence to corrohorate the confessions. For these reasons the murderers were not committed
for trial to the Sessions.  Roocha has made his escape out of the hands of the Police, and
Rahamu! Kalefali was proceeded against as a had chavacter. e is the father-in-law of Dwark:
Dosad, who was tried for the murder of the two travellers in the Burrcanpore case. )

“ The gang at Bhaugulpore did not confine itself to simply drugging travellers, but, when
an opportunity offered, also committed dacoity.  Kashee Dosad,
The Bashoollah Dacoity. who had been arrested on the confession of Zalim, made the fol-

lowing statement hefore the Magistrate of Monghyr.—¢ About
¢ four years ago Bolakee Quiree came Lo me, and Bhyrub and Hurrce Sonars, Sunkur Dosad,
¢« Bance Tetarce, Bance Dhanook, and Ram Tetaree, and asked us to go with him to his master
¢ Munzelal at Buggeamarce, who had need of our services. We went with him to Buggea-
< maree, when Munzelal informed Thurree and Bhyrub that some sirkarce money was expected
¢ from Tohaljurree, which he wished us to plunder. e gave us tarree to drink. lle also
¢ gent eight men with us; 1 could recognize some of these men if [ were to see them again,’
¢ but T do not know their names.  Sixteen of us started by a path through the jungles; and
¢ we met a cart at Baskoollah, on which there was a treasure hox with moncy in it. The cart
¢« was under guard of two Clmppr:msics.nnd the driver—three men altogether. We made a
¢ sudden dash at the cart out of the jungle. The Chupprassics and driver ran for their lives.
¢ We brohe open the hox with great stones ; the money was in bags ; we helped ourselves to
¢ g portion, and took the remainder to Munzelal.  We let the buffaloes loose from  the cart,
¢ and drove them into the jungle. I reecived 40 Rupees as my share and went home.””

« As Baskoollah is situated in the Sonthal Pergunnahs, the Commissioner of the Sonthal
Pergunnahs was apjlied to for information if the story told by Kashee was true. Tle
sent the record of a case which had oceurred there in 1862, Tt appeared, the Railway il‘]ngi-
neers were sending 5,000 Rupees from Tohaljurree to Sahibgunge in charge of Juggomohun
Burkundauze.  The monoy was plundercd on the road by dacoits ; but no clue had been
obtained.  The Special Tnspector was dirceted to arrest Bolakee Quiree, who, it appeared
from Kashee’s coufession, had taken so promineut a part in the case. Bolakee was arrested
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Buggeeamaree, and, on heing taken before the Magistrate of Monghyr, .made a confession cor-
roborating that of Kashee.”

« Tn this case, it was nccessary first to find Juggomohun, the Burkundauz who was in
charge of the treasurc at the time, and the driver of the cart.  The latter has not been traced.
The Railway Officials could render no assistance.  Juggomohun had been dismissed after ‘the
robbery, but after some difficulty he was traced to Azimgurh. On his arrest, lfis cvidence
was recorded by the Magistrate of Monghyr. 1le described how the robbery had heen com-
mitted, and recognized amongst the prisoners Kashee, Bolakee, Banee Danook, Sunkur Dosad,
Ram Tetarce, and Ram Churn ; the latter on being arrested also confessed before the Magis-
trate to have committed this dacoity.”

«The Magistrate has male Kashee and Bolakee Queen’s witnesses in the case, and has
. . . . .
committed for trial to the Sessions, Ram Churn, Munzelal, Ilurrce Sonar, Bance Danook,
and Ram Tetarce. The case is pending hefore the Sessions Judge of Bhaugulpore.”

“ Tn {hese investigatios it came out that, originally there was a family of Dosads at
Bahadaropore near Colgong, who were connceted with Secta Ram, who in fact, was at that
time their leader.  They committed a dacoity about five years ago, in which Lakah, Scctaramn,
and others were arrested,  Lakah eseaped from the Bhangulpore Jail.  The old Police
worried the Dosads to such an cextent that they left Bahadarpore.  Rajbullub, Sookrun,
Bisnee, Gouree, and others removed to Kamargunge under the protection of Rabamnl Kalefah
Lakauh, Dahoo, Chooali, Roocha, Ramnautl, Rinprishad, Bhuttoo and Samic removed to the
village of Parthoo, and its vicinity, in the Pefie District.  Though thus scparated, they still

worked together. At the'tinae the Dosads were arrested at Koomar-

;: {“):l,‘l’(‘m gunge, it was not krown tliat they were connceted with the Dosads
2: gf::('ﬁ': about Parthoo. Tle Patna gang took the alarm at these proceed-
5. Choosh. ings and escaped. They have not been arrested to this day. Roocha
g: ii:}ﬁm and Chooalt were oiice arrested, but they contrived to cfleet their
g: gi::ig“o escape.  'The Patea gang, therefore, remains untouched, and until

they are arrested,” the erime of poisoning travellers: will not cease
wholly in the adjoining Districts. The District Superintendents of Patna and Bchar have
been requested to watch for the Teturn of these men. ey are named in themargin.”

« In these enquirics Mr. Reily has been ably and suceessfully assisted by Baboo Nobo-
kisto Ghose. This Speeial Inspector bas done his duty to the satisfaction of the Officers
with whom he has come in contact; indeed the suceess in these cases is owing, in a greater
measure, to his intelligenee, activity and thorough hounesty.”

« Whilst investizating the cases in Behar a case of drugging occurred in the Tlowrah
Distriet, and was scut to Mr. Reily for enquiry. It appears that

The Bagnun Case. . .
° twelve persons had heen poisoned at Bagnan on the road to Mid-
napore. Ouc Badul Khan and his party were on their way home from Caleutta. They met
two men at Qolooberrialy, these two men, after conversing with them, stated that they intend-
ed to proceed to the same phice, and wade themselves guite friendly with the travellers, one
of them carrying a cage of pigeons for them. Tt was remarked that one of their men had a
bad sore in his leg.  On reaching Bagnan in the evening the travellers with the two men put
up for the night in the shop of Khan Mahomed and made preparations for cooking their -
dinner. They preparcd three ¢ choolaks’ or cookiug places.  Onc of the strangers took charge
of the centre choolah. After the food had been prepared, they all, with the exception of two
children, who were too sleepy to eat, took their dinuers; the two stangers, it was recollected,
would not partake of the curry they had assisted in cooking but brought some tamarinds from
the shop and wade their dinner of that, with a curry of cggs, which had been cooked by
Boodul Khan himsclf. Shortly after, the travellers, onc ‘after another, dropped down ina
state of inscnsibility. Khan Mahomed, the Modee, took the alarm, and@went for the Chow-
keydar to give information to the Police. On his return he found the two strangers had

# Lakah has since been arrestod.
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decamped.  The Police found the entire party, with the exeeption of the children, in a state of
insensibility. ]“ortm‘vly there was a Native Doctor at Bagnan who had been scut there by
the Cyclone Committee.  The Doctor found the travellers in a state of coma, and concluding
from the symptoms that they had been poisoned, he administered emeties.  The travellers
did not rccover cu‘nsciuuxmsw for twenty-four hours, and did not regain their senses for some
days.  When they recovered, they naturally concluded that they had heen poisoned by the two
men who had joined them at Qoloobarrizh.  The only clue they could afford to the Police
was that one of the men had a bad sore on his leg.  Every scarch was made for the two men,

hat without success.”

»  “The case was made over to the Detective Department, and the Special Inspector of
2 [-Pergunnahs was dirceted to investigate it.  1Ie, however, seavehed along the Burdwan and
Midnapore roads without any success.  Tle then went to the usual haunts of bad characters
in Calentta. At last at Machoo Bazar in the opium shop of Jabadhar Khan, he met a man
named Mahomed Hossain, who stated that he knew a man who answered the deseription.
Mihomed Tossain took the Special Inspector to a woman’s house at Kala Bagaun ; a man

was lyife asleep on a bed.  This man had « bad sore on his leg.”

“On scarching the house a powder was found in the hed on which this man (Jotoo) was
sleeping.  The finding of the powder appears to have completely disconcerted Jotoo ; when
he was charged with the poisoning of the travellers at Bagnan, he at once confessed and
offered {o point out his companion, whose name he stated was Medan, and who, he declared,
had prepaved the poison. The Speeial Tnspeetor without loss of time took Jotoo to Muttear-
pookur, where he said Medan lived. On Medan heing arvested, he also confessed, at the
sam® time charging Jotoo with having induced him to go with him on the poisoning

expedition.”

““Jotoo, on being taken before the Magistrate of Howrah, not only confessed to the case
at Bagnan, but to three other cases; #iz., one in the Burdwan Distriet, and another at
Midnapore, and a third near Dum-Dum. e stated that Peeroo and Harlal helonged to his
gang.  On enquiry it was found that the ease he mentioned had actually oceurred at Burd-
wan; the Magistrate of that Distriet sent the records ol the case, from which it appeared
that Jotoo had heen committed to the Sessions for poisoning a traveller and had heen released
hy the Judge for want of suflicient evidence. Tt was found that the records of the ease at
Midnapore, where two Sepoys had heen drugge 1, were also forthcoming, and the descriptive
roll given by the victims suited exactly Jotoo, Hurlal and Peeroo. It was ascertained that

the case abt Dum-Dum had also occurred.”

« Medau also made a full confession hefore the Magistrate of Iowrah,  The travellers
from Midnapore who had heen drugged, on secing Jotoo and Medan, identified them as the
two travellers they had met at Ooloobarriah, and whom they had last seen at Bagnan.  Jotoo
in his confession deseribed how he had poisoned the curry while it was heing cooked, and how
he had drugged the rice which was hoiling in a separate pot.  'This he had every opportunity
of doing as he was sitting by the centre chooleh. 'This circumstance also explained how those
of the party who Tid not partaken of tRe curry were also drugged.  This evidenee was laid
hefore the Deputy Magistrate of Howrah, who committed the prisoners for trial to the Court
of Sessions.  They were tricd before the Sessions Judge with the help of o Jury, and were con-
victed and sentenced to ten years’ imprisonment.  On appeal the sentenee was confirmed by
the Tligh Court. A reward of 50 Rupees was sanctioned to the informer.”

“ On the arrest of ITurlal and Peeroo they likewise confessed, implicating Nilkaunth and
Huarree Dutt.  The cases they refer to having occurred within Caleutta; the prisoners were
made over to the Caleutta Police.  Pecroo died in Jail ; and the suflerers in the casc in which
Hurlal was implicated having also died he could not be prosceuted. Nilkaunth was com-
mitted to the Sessions by the Magistrate of Caleutta, and was sentenced to fourteen ycars’
rigorous imprisonment.”

“ While engaged on these cases, Mr. Reily was informed by the Ifon’ble My, Eden that
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when he was Magistrate of Bavaset he had tried a gang of ¢ Qoriahs gwho were professional
poisoners in Caleutia; that some of the prisoners had confessed and had mentioned the
names of several members of the gang, and that it was not at all improbable that some of the
party were still at work in Caleutta.  The reeord was procured from the Magistrate of
Baraset, and it was found that six persons had been convicted #ud punished.  On scarching
for the men who had been implicated at that time, it appeared that one nameds Narain Doss
had been senteneed to ten years” imprisoument in 1863, The Special Inspector, Bakaoollah,
was dirceted to see the prisoner, who offered to furnish information,”

« With the sanction of the Superintendent of the Alipore Jail Mr. Reily saw Narain
Doss on the T1th July 1865, who mentioned several eases as having oceurred at Kidderpore,
Bagmaree, anld Ballignnge.  These places being close by, Narain Doss was taken to Kidder-
pore, and on his pointing out the house where the case mentioned by him had occurred, it
was ascertained that he ad told the trath; the owner of the house had recognized the prisoner
and deseribed how she had heen drugged by him and others.  The Speeial Tuspector also
enquired into the ease which oceurred at Bagmaree where Soondersen Mallee in the same
manner corroborated the story told by Narain Dass.  Application was then made to the
Magistrate of the 24-Pergumnahs to vecord the confession of Narain Doss ; which was done
on the 13th July 1865, Narain Doss in his confession mentioned thirteen cases as having
occurred in the Distriets of the 2 k- Pergunnahs, Ilowrah and Jessore, The Magistrate applied
to Government to have Narain Doss made over to the custody of the Police.  This was sane-
tioned under the orders of Government No. 1111, dated Sth September 1865.” '

« The Speeial Inspector investigated first the case of Soondersun Mallee at Bagmgree.
1 g {

.
L Narain made the following statement before the Magistrate viz i —
Simdersun Malleo’s Case, )

“ <One Toolsee Daib, who lives at Bara Bazaar, imformed Ram Moitee that there was a
Mallee named Soondersun who lived not far from the Eastern Bengal Ratlway Station and
who had money. JToolsee Ram Moitee and 1 went to the Mallee who had charge of a garden
house, and said to him that a Baboo intended to pass o day in the garden with his mistress,
and offered hia a present if he could accommodate the Bahoo. To this proposition Soonder-
sun agreed. After a while Ram Moitee joined me and asked the Mallee to sweep the room
and prepare it for the Baboo’s reception.  We then remained there during the day; on feel-

-

ing thirsty, the Mallee gave us each a cocoanut which was taken down from the tree by a
Mussulman.  While in the garden, finding my clothes dirty, T had them washed by a dhobee
who was washing elothes that day in a tauk atlached to the garden. About 3 o’clock Toolsce
Daib dressed as a Baboo and came to the garden. We reecived the Bahoo with great respect,
and gave the Mallee three annas to feteh three seers of milk.  The Mallee borrowed a lotah
from some one and went to feteh the milk.  Ram Moitce went to the bazaar and purchased
some € chooral’ and * goor.”  We asked the Mallee to cook the coorak in the milk he had
brought. The goor we divided into two shares ; with onc of the shares Ram Moitee mixcd
poison.  After the Mallee Tad cooked the food, three plantain leaves were spread; the
Baboo of course not cating with ns. Wemixed the goor which was in a thalee with our mess;
while the poisoned goor, which was in a cup, we handed, to the Mallee, who cat it with his
share of the milk and choorah. After a while the Mallee complained that his head was
¢ going round and that he felt thirsty. He wished to driuk water, but he took care not to
¢ give him any.  Ilc soon became insensible, when we helped oursclves to his cash and clothes
and to all he had in the house. The /oof was taken to Toolsce Dail’s.  After two days I
found onc Bhoyjun who agreed to purchase the property. Toolsce and Ram Moitee went
with we to disposc of it. Toolsee remained sitting near a tank with the property, and I
¢ went to see if Bhoyjun was aloue,  On finding he was alone, 1 beckoned to them to come.
¢ Ram Moitee and Toolsce brought the property.which we sold for 6 Rupees ; the money was
¢ paid into Toolsce’s hands.” ”

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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-
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-

“ On arresting Bhoyjun, the Special Inspector found a portion of the property still on
him; and Bhoyjun declared that Narain Doss, with two others, had pledged this as well as
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other property to hnn for 6 Rupees, promising to redeem them in cight days; but they had
not since made their & appearance ; that he sold a /hafee to Baindaib Boreeah, aud some of the
clothes to another Qoriah Mallee who resides at Qoltadanga.  The thalee and the clothes were
found on Ram Daib and the Oortah Mallee.”

* ¢ Finding that the confussion was so far confirmed, Ram Moitee and Toolsee were arrest-
ed. Soondersun Mallee on heing summoned reeognized Navain and the two prisoners,
and deseribed how he had heen drugeed and vobbed. s story edrroborated the confession
of Narain Doss. The man who had {aken the cocoanuts from the tree was found, as well as
the whasherman who had washed Naraiv’s elothes that day, and also the man from whom

Soondersun had borrowed the lotah in which he had brought the milk.”

“ On laying this cvidenee hefore the Joint Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs, he committed
the prisoners Ram Moitec and Toolsee for trial to the Cowrt of Sessions.  They were tried
before a Jury on the 10th of November 1865, The Jury were unanimous in finding the
prisoners gnilty of the charge of administering a stupefying deng 1o Soondersun Madlee with
mient o rob him. The prisoners were senteneed Lo seven years” transportation.  On appeal

the sentence was confirmed by the Thigh Court.”

“The nest case investigated was one in which Mokonee, a prostitute, was drugged at
\ - Kidderpore, Tt oppears that one Madhub Pode, who is the leader
Hobonects G of the gang, tooh Narain and Luckealh Ovriah and pointed out to
them the house of Molvmee. They tlu n weat in and had a smoke, and after remaining there
for two or three hours gave her a mp\‘c, andd eame avay tetling her they would eall again,
They went a sceond time about two days after the first visit. Tt was planned that she should
he asked to go with them to Kalleeglaf) as in this ease she woulld put on all her jewels.  She
agreed to accompany them, having, as expeeted, deessed herself in her hest ornaments,  Atout
4 o’clock in the evening they hived o carviace and deove with her to Kalleeghat,  On the
bridge, they saw Madhuh Pode standing there with some milk in alotah,  After worshipping
Kallee they walked back, antl on the way stopped by the side of a tank and proposed to pur-
chase some sweetmeats.  Narain hrought the sweetments, which the woman cat with them.
Mohonee asked for some waser to drink, they said to her “the water here is not good,” and
offered to get her some milk,  Narain went and brought some milk from Madhub, who had
put poison in it.  The latter kept out of the way, as he was known to Mohonee,  She drank
the whole of the milk,  They then walked on towards Kidderpore.  As it hecame dark they
arvived opposite the High Court, when Mohonee complained of feeling giddy and thirsty.
They supported hee, holding her by the arms, and took hore weross the plaans 1o Prinsep’s ghat,
and there Taid her down under a tree; she was soon quite insensible.  Madhub then came
up and robhed her of all her ornaments, taking away her clothes ; they left her halt naked

mder the teee, merely tying a small picee of cloth round her waist.”

“ Mohonee was found by the Special Tnspeetor, and coufirmed every part of this strange
story, stating that she had lain under the tree the whole of the night and till the next even-
ing, when she recovered her senses and found that she was robhed of every thing, cven to her
clothes,  She recognized Narain Doss as one of the men who had dengged her.  Tmckeah
was then arrested, and on him a phial containing poison and datooral sceds was found.  The
Chemical Examiner declared these to be poisons. A woman named Meddra who lived in the
same house with Molonee, also recognized Narain dnd Luckeal,  Iler neighbours Khamah,
Khamak, and another Mohonoo also identified the prisoners ; stating that they had seen
them at Molonee’s house, that she had accompanied them in a carriage, and that she had

reburned the next evening almost naked and without her ornaments.”

. . . >
“ This casc was also committed, Luckeah was found gnilty and senteneed to seven years

transportation.  The sentence was confirmed by the 1ligh Court.”

“ Narain’s confession also relates to a case which oceurred at Goureepore, ncar Dum-
Dum, where three prostitutes named urero, Dabee and Degum had heen robbed of valuable
vrnaments. The Speeial Inspector went to Goureepore and found two of the prostitutes,—
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the third, Degum, having since died. They confirmed Narain’s confossion. They stated that
for about a month, two Ooriahs, Godie and Bedah, were in the habit of visiting them. On
the day previous to the Ruth festival they camo with Madhub and proposced to pass the night
with them and to attend the Ruth festival the next day. In the evening the three Ooriahs
cooked their dinner in the cow-shed, where the women also cooked their food. The Ooriaks pre-
pared a curry and gave some ofsit to the women. The curry which the women themselves had
cooked was left for somes time in the cow-shed. They cannot say which of the two curries
was drugged, as they partook of both.  About an hour after cating their dinner they recolleet
feeling giddy and thirsty ; and remember nothing more, as they fell down insensible. The
third day on recovering consciousness they found that 120 Rupces, which they had buried
below the floor of their house, and ornaments valued at 30 or 40 Rupees, had been stolen ;
they never saw the Ooriahs after that night. It appears Narain had ncver entered their

house, but had remained in the bazaar waiting for his associates,”

“ Narain’s story being thus confirmed, the Special Inspector arrested Godie, Bedah and
Madhub. The two prostitutes clearly and satisfactorily identified them as the three men by
whom they had been drugged on that night. On Madhub, a silver chain was found which
way claimed by the women as their property, and which was recogaized by several neighbours
who had often seen her wear it.” )

“ They were tricd, convicted, and sentenced to scven years’ transportation.”

“ When Madhub’s house was scarched he had scven hundred Rupees in his box.
This money was well laid out by his mistress, who engaged a Barrister of the Court’to draw
up a petition to the Licutenant-Governor, urging that Madhub’s scutence was illegal. The
petition, however, was rejected.  This man Madhub was the leader of the gang of Qoriaks
who have taken to drugging as a profession, and was implicated in almost every case that has
been investigated in the 24-Pergunnahs.”

“ Narain in his confession states that about two years ago he #nd Godie Raoot made friends
with an Ooriah Mallce, who had charge of a garden at Goodoodangah near Dum-Dum. One
evening in the month of Bhador, they went to the garden andssaid to the Mallee, ¢ we are
hungry.” 1t was arranged that the Mallee should get them some choorak and milk. e did
s0, and they cooked the choorah in the milk, and divided the mess into threc shares. The
Mallee was sent to fetch water from the tank, and they took that opportunity to mix poison
with some goor ht had brought. The Mallee ate his share of the mess with the goor. He
soon became giddy and then insensible. They rokbed him of all he had. They gave a part of
the spoils to Madhub because he had supplicd them with the poison.”

“ The Special Inspector on going to Goodoodangah found the Mallee who confirmed
Narain’s coufession on every point. It appears that on the morning after the occurrence two
men named Hothoo Mundul and Goburdhun had discovered the Mallec in a state of delirium?
tearing the ground with his nails and rolling about. They locked him in a room and’informed
his master of the state he was in, who ordered Madhub Mistree to take carc of him. The Mallee
remained in this statc for two days, after applying remedies, he rccovered his consciousness
and told them in what manner he had been drugged. On returning to his;house_he found
he had been robbed.”

“ The cvidence of the Mallce was clear and straightforward, and was sufficient corrobora-
tion of the confession. Godic'was committed for trial to the Court of Scssions, but though
the Judge charged for conviction, the Jury acquitted him, He was, however, sentenced to
seven years” transportation in the case of Iurro Raur.”

“ The next case investigated on Narain’s confession was one in which a prostitute named
Omolah and her son were the victims at Taleegunge. Narain states that Madhub pointed out
her house to him, and that they and Gobind agreed to drug her. It appears that Omolah lived
with her son, who at that time was serving his apprenticeship in a carpenter’s shop. Narain



[ xix |

and Gobind at first paid her a visit and remained an hour or two, and, having given her a
Rupee, they left, promising to call on her in a day or two. Two days after they went to her
housc late in the evening and proposed to have some thing to cat. * The woman, as usual, was
sent to buy milk and chooreh, which, when brought, she was asked to cook. Some sugar
whieh Narain had with him was drugged.  The woman and her son both partook of the sugar.
On this Gobind went out of the honse, leaving Narain with the woman, and joined Madhub
who was concealed under some plantain trees which are near the house.  About 10 o’clock
the woman beeame insensible, when Gobind and Madhub entered the house and began to take
the ornaments from her person.  Her son, who was still conscious of what was going on laid
hold of Gobind’s hand.  On this Gohind took up some wood which was burning and applicd it
to the boy’s arm and hand. The hoy let go his hold and dropped off insensible. The three
rohbed the house, and the property was taken to Madhub’s residence.”

“ The Sepecial Inspeetor went to Taleegunge aud found Omolah and her son.  She con-
firmed Narain’s statement and said that Ler son Esan had not wholly rccovered his senses
siuce that night.  Ile is now an idiot.  She identificd Narain and Gobind who had heen ar-
rested in another ease. Asilver chain which had been found on Madub was claimed by Omolah,
this was proved by the cvidence of her neighbours to be her property. The identification of the
chain was clear and sutisfacgory ; forin addition to the evidence of the neighbours, a silversmith,
who had repaired the chain while it was in Omolal’s possession, identified it by a portion of

his work.”

“ They were tried, and, though the Judge charged for convietion, the Jury most unac-
countably released the prisoners. It is fortunate, however, that both Madhub and  Gobind
had been committed for trial in the case of ITurro and Dabee Raur, in which they were con-

vieted and sentenced to scven years’ imprisonment.”

« Narain’s confession refers o a case which Tie affirms oceurred in Sham Bazaar near Cal-
cutla.  He states that Gopal Ooriah, Scehoo, and Soodum lodged with a woman in that place
named Suttamoncy whom they had drugged aud robhed. The Special Tnspeetor went to
Sham Bazaar and traced Suttamoncy, who stated that, four Qoriahs had taken lodgings in
her house, hiring a room at six anuas a month. They had given their names as Bugwan,
Turree, Denoo and Kessub, and lived with her upwards of a month.  On the day of the
Sankranth Poojal she had a feast and sent sweetmeats, &e., to the Qoriahs. Two days after
the feast the man who called himself Bugwan brought Ler some sweetmeats in return, which
she, her brother Nobin, and a lad named Shama Churn ate. Shortly after, the woman adds,
‘I felt giddy and dry in my throat and went to drink water. Nobin and Shama Churn went
“into the shop. T recolleet no further, and must have lost my senses.  Irecovered conscious-
“ness after the lapse of two days, and found T lad been robbed of my ornaments and other
“property to the value of 70 rupces.  Nobin and Shama Churn had suffered in the same way,
“but not so scverely.  We never saw our Qorialy lodgers from that day, we scarched for them
‘ cverywhere hut never could trace them.”” '

“On the confirmation of the confession, Gopal; Schoo, and Soodam were arrested.  Su-
tahmoncy, Nobin, and Shama Churn identified them without any hesitation as their lodgers
who had passed themselves off under feigned names. Gopal, finding the evidence against him
50 strong, made a full confession before the Magistrate, not only of this casc, but three others
which have been tested and found to be true. Against Gopaul we had the evidence of Sutta-
money, Notin, and Shama Churn, corroborated by his owa confessions ; and yet the Joint
Magistrate of the 24-Pergunnahs discharged the prisoncrs.”

/

“The case was appealed by Mr. Reily to the Sessions Judge of the 24-Pergunnahs, in
accordance with Scction 435 of the Criminal Procedure Code. The Sessions Judge, after
perusing the evidence, directed the Magistrate to commit Gopaul for trial to the Sessions.
This has siuce heen done, and there is no doubt the prisoners will be convicted. Gopaul is
one of the most notorious poisoners of the Qorish gang in Calcutta. In 1864, he was arrested

in a case of drugging, and a quantity of datoorah sceds and other poisons were found on his.
person,”



[ xx ]

« e cases investigated in Ilowrah and the 24-Pergunnahs, it will be observed, are dif-
ferent from thosc which were investigated in the Patna and Bhaugulpore Circles. They
relate to a gang composed chicfly of Ooriahs, who confine their operations to men of their
own province and to prostitutes. The gang was 2 most mischicvous one, and it is satisfactory
to state that it has been entircly broken up; not a single casc of drugging has occursed in
cither Howrah or the 2L-Pergunnahs since the Detective Department took up these cases.
Mr. Reily brings to notice the cfficient, and successful exertions of the Special Inspector,
Moonshece Byka Oollah, in these cascs.

«The proceedings in the Patna and Bhangulpore Division oceupied some time; the delay
was unavoidable owing to the same gang having committed crime in different Districts and
under separate jurisdictions.  Mr. Reily acknowledges the ready assistance that was afforded
ta him by the Magistrates of Bhaugulpore and Monghyr, and [ have much pleasure in bring-
ing to the notice of the Licutenant-Governor the zeal and energy with which Mr. Reily him-
<¢If has conducted the special duties of his Department, and the success which has attended
his excrtions. 1l has fully carned the promotion which the Licutenant-Governor has heen
pleased to accord to him.”

Printed at the Genl Supdt.'s Office Press.
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STATEMENT of reported Cases of Thugges by means of Poison in British Districts
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( Aceording to the Tnspector General of  Palice, ** There was one ease
‘ only in Monghyr,” but the following firo cases are, nevertheless, detuiled
! ; in the Police Administration Report, viz, .—

(1) 26th April 1866.—One person drugged, 3 arrested, of whom 1 died
' and 2 were aequitted = Having taken my discharge from the Caleutta
. : Police, 1 was procceding to my home in Luchnow.  On the 26th April,
I wet the defindant, who had two bags with him, near a river, where
I stopped to bathe; after some conversation, we proceeded {ogether to
[} Burreah Bazar, when the defendant parted with me, with the intention
+{ofy as he said, gomg (o begr, as he had no money.  After cooking and eating
’ my 1_linm~r. I laid down to sleep, when the defendant arvived, and alter
‘ ' ta hing 1'01".~nmv time, offered me a smoke, which T aceepted, not suspecet-
ing any thing.  However, immediafely after smoking 1 became insensible,
| and remained so till next morning, when T found that 1 had been robbed,
| and the defendant, whom L at onee suspected, was not to be found. 1
|
|

- - - T !!
|
|
[
i

) | theretore set off” along the Patna voad in search of him, and overtook
: | him in the Durtiarpore Bazar, and charged him with having taken my
money, which he denied, and endeavored to eseape. The Police, however,
came fo my assitanee, and the defendant was secured. The purse,
‘ | | eontaining Re. 35, was Tound on the prisoner; this 1 recognized as that
taken from my waist, and in which 1 had Rs. 37, The prisoner was
brought to Monghyre by the Sub-Inspector, and on being questioned,
stated that he was o Mussulman, and that he was returning from Maldah
wheke e had been for some time, and that he was going to his home in
Arrah. Inappearance the man looked hhe a Mussulman, having a beard
but on uncovering his head Ttound that be had a feck, fvom which it would
appenr that he was o Hindoo by eastes—he could not wention: the namnes
of the places where Te had putup on the voad from Maldah, and altogether
cave w very unsatistactory account, of himself.  Considering the evidenee
agamst him was suflivient, the case was sent up for tvial. The Jdoint
. Magnstiate disnussed the ease 5 but: an appeal having been made to the
16 (1) Mo i Ly Sensions lld;.‘.'('.. he sent for the record, and ordered 1l|4:1l the accused shoukd
be committed for frial. The man had, however, left Monghyr; he was
| subsequently artested and sent to the Joinl Magistrate, who connmitted
hn to the Sessions.”

A

BENGAL.

@) 23th August 1866.—One person drugged.—* e was returning
trom Howrah (where he had heen in serviee) to ns home in- Shapoorah ;
on the way he met the defendant, who travelled with him, and for romae
days they messed  together—the defendant. cooking for both. On the
ning of the 2#th August, they halted near the village of Decgacher,
! where defendant cooked some food, half of which he took himself, and
made the remainder over to the complamant, who, finding 1t bitter to the
taste, dild not eat much of it. The neat moming they resumed ther
journey ;5 but the plaintiff complained that e felt very sick, and had been
so all night 3 on this, the defendant said he would give lim something to
set him right, and aecordingly gave him something volled up in o leaf
i of the Bule-tree which he ate.  After this, the complainant ot worse, and
at length, being unable to walk, defendant took hin up in his arms, and
carried him off the road to a tree, under which he kud him down; the
complainant soon altor Dheeame quite insensible, and remamed «o for about
94 hours.  On coming 15 his senses he found that he had heen robbed 5
as soon is he was sufliiently recovered to proceed, he started in the
dir®ton of Monghyr, as the defendant had stated Te was 2 native of
| Chat town.  On the 26th, while vecting Pimself on the banks of the

! Goorzut Nullah, immediately outside the villige of Goorzut, he saw the
! + defendant come ont of a house in the village, when he gave the alam and
F charged the defendant with having vobbed hun - The Sub-Inspector who
" was i the neighbourhood went to the place, and learnt that the defendant,
‘ Uwas staving with aorelation of his in the villaze; he therefore seached
| . the house and found all the complmmant’s property 5 the owner of the house
‘ ‘ ! L acknowledged that the defendant had brought at \\11)1 him two days hefore.
\ | The Sub-Tnspector also discovered that the pluntitl’s story, \\l'”I veference
’ | to the drugging, was quite true, The defendant was sent up for tiial, and
[Lwas commitied to the Sexsions.

ey

1
|
|

|
! 1
i
|

- Crd,
| over

}'LG .1 Disruier ... S




GOVERNMENTS OR ADMINIS-
TRATIONS,

=
&

over

BENGAL—continued.

Crd.

over

‘ WHICH NOo Casrs WERE

| REPORTED.

\~~/ 'Nvuser or DistrIcTS I¥
=

REMARKS.

( INsPECTOR GENERAL OF PoLICE :—* A few cases have also occurred in
the Patna Division.” , .

Porice AvminisTRATION REPORT:—“ Qut of nine poisoning cases
which occurred, the three first were successfully investigated by the Police,
and several men known to be professional poisoners, who had for years
contrived to evade conviction, were arrested and convicted. Among these
was Lakha, long known to be the leader of a gang, und who successfull
evaded cvery effort of the Police to arrest him for the last two years. His
exploits are narrated in last year's report "—(vide Appendix to the
Thuggee Statement for 1865, and paras. 5 to 18 of the Appendix to the
present Staterent for 1866. Lakha was acquitted).

The following are accounts of two of the abové cases, as taken from
the Police Administration Report :—

(1) June 1866, exact dato not stated.—Three persons drugged.—* A
Pasee, named  Khetroo and his two children, were found lying msensible
in their house. His wife was also partinlly insensible. She stated that
a woman had given them some sweetmeats, after eating which they
became insensible, The woman had been living in the neighbourhood
for some days, but was not now to be found. After a long and protracted
search this woman was arrested and commitied for trial to the-Sessions.”
Mewmo.—Tho vesult of the trial is not apparent. It does not appear,
too, whether the drugged parties werg robbcs.

(2) 22nd June 1866.—Four persons drugged.—“On enquiry, it was
found that on the previous evening, six men travelling from Patna to Gya,
had put up at the house of one Gokool Shal. They bought from him
some attah and dahee; one of the Mussulmans bought some Zarree at
another shdp ; they all then went to a tree near the bunneah’s and sat
down 1o eat. At day-light the four Hindoos were seen lying insensible,
and one of the two Mussulinans, whilst trying to run away, was arrested
at some little distance from the villyge by Constable Maghoo, who happened
to be passing through, and received information of the occurrence.  Two
of the four Hindoos, after some hours, recovered sufficiently to recognize
+he Mussulman, who had been arrested, as the man who had bought
tarree for them the previous evening.  On this the man was sent to Hajut.
No trace could be found of the other Mussulman; but in the course of the
enquiries made after him, it was ascertained that two Dosadhs of Mosroni,
who generally led a vagrant, life, and against whom, in a former poisoning
case, there bad been grave suspicion, had been missing for several days
past from their village. These two meun were arrested and sent up for
trial on a charge of vagrancy under Sec. 101, Criminal Procedure Code.
As soon as they were arrested they offered to point out the whereabouts
of Daboo and Chooa, two well known poisoners, for whose apprehension
largo rewards had been offered somo time before.  Some sharp Constables
were detailed to accompany these Dosadhs, and on the following day,
on the Dinapore road, they pointed out Daboo smoking under a peepul
tree, with five other men. The Constables arrested all these men, and
brought them in to the District Superintendent ut Bankipore, when it was
discovered that among these men was the notorious Lakha, the leader of a
gang, who for two years had managed to evade arrest, and also Gouree
and Beharee, two members of the gang. All these men were ultimately
sent up for trial and convicted”

o .

Memo.—No account was given of the rest of the cases. In the Ap-
pendix, however, several cases are described, some of which may appertain
to Patna for the present yoar, but as the distticts in which they occur-
red and their dates are not muntior@d, there is an uncertainty on the
subject. *

This case corresponds very much with, and would, indeed, seem to be a
revival of the practice (if it has ever been dormant) of emigrants poison-
ing their companions when returned to India with their savings, which
was brought by me to notice on a former occasion. Having carried the
{ crime from India and practised it, as it is believed, in the Mauritius, the
miscreants reverted on their return to this countryyto the same means
for now appropriating the earnings of their fello®-laborers—(vide my
Report in tie Forcign Department, No. 794, dated 15th September 1863,
_para. XX and enclosures). The following is the account of it, viz, ;=
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[ 4th May 1866.—One man drugged.—* One Anunt Kowar, a nafive
of Sherghotty, was travelling home after 18 years' service in Ttinidad.
At Dinapore, on the 2nd May, he fell in with two Gowalas, also
4 just returned from the Mauritius. The threo joined company. About
day-break on the 4th, shortly after leaving Perwezabad, a small bazar and
Police ont-post, halt way between Urmul and Daocodunuggur, the Gowalas
drugged their companion, and robbed him of his 18 yoars’ savings—124
English sovereigns, Rs. 990 in Bank of Bengal notes, clothes and other
articles, valued in all Rs. 2,646-8, From the night of the 3rd, he lost
all account of them until the afternoon of the sth, when he found himselt
near Parussen, 18 miles south of Perwezabad. He thon made his way
to Aurungabad, and told his tale. The Head Constable in chargo roferred
him back to Perwezabad : thence notice was sent to the Urwul Station,
and, on the 10th, the Sub-Inspector, discrediting the story, carried oft
the complainant into Gya. The District Superintendent went to the spot
forthwith. On the 16th, the Head Constable of the out-post traced the
two Gowalas to village Kaysur near Aurungabad, and found on them 110
sovercigns, ornaments and clothes ; the Inspector, on learning this, insti-
tuted a sccond search, which resulted in the recovery of the Rs. 990 in
notes and other property, incrensing the total to Rs. 2,348. The threo
relations of the Gowala were likewiso sent up on a chargo of complicity.
The complainant unfortunately died of cholera bofore the judicial enquiry
was completed, but the higher charge of drugging was still proved.  All
five aecused were convieted by the Judge under Section 328, Penal Code.
The Sub-Inspector of Urwul and the Head Constable of Aurungabad were
degraded; the Iead Constable of Perwezabad was promoted.”  The
sentences awarded to the eriminals do not appear.

PoricE  ADMINISTRATION REPORT :—* On the 11th January, two
phgrims were stupefied and robbed by two men who Hmfosso(l themselves
to be also pilgrims. The latter were arrested and committed to the
Sessions, tho Magistrate remarking that the conduct of the Police was

prompt und encrgetic.” (MEMO.—The sentence has not been stated.)

( PorLick ARMINISTRATION REPORT :—* Five cases of drugging occurrod
during the year; in four of these arrests were made; in two, the
offenders  were sentenced to transportation ;  in a third the prisoner
| confossed to having given the ata (or flour) with which poison was
‘ mixed, but pleaded ignorance as to there having been poison m it, and
I'was consequently ncquitted by the Deputy Magistrate. This case was
and the Deputy Magistrate,
who tried it, was censured.  In the fourth case, the defendant was
[ released, the evidenco being considered insufficient ; and in one only there
! was no elue obtained.”  Memo.—No account of these cases was given or
' of the number of persons who were drugged in them ; but probably some
" of those detailed in the Appendix may be identical cases, about which,
{_bowever, there is no certainty, dates und districts being omittod.

( 5th October 1866.—One person drugged.—“ One  Dhurrum  Gorait
brought a man named Jobun Tativa, to the police station of Seeta-
marhce, and reported  that the Intter had joined a man named Babun on
the road, and that when they had walked a little distance, Babun fell
down, and became insensible. The prisoner Jobun Tativa took Babun's
property and was making off; he, the Gorait, at once caught hold of him,
and found on his person some goor mixed with dhutloora - cd. Sub-
Inspector Jeyram Sing immediately sent in the insensible man to the
hospital.  Subsequently the charge of administering drug with intent
td cause injury, having been proved against Jobun Tativa, he was sent up
for trial. He was committed to the Sessions, and sentenced to 3 years’

. e »
L_rigorous imprisonment.

10th May 1866.—This case was not considered to be the deed of a
pmfession:l,‘yp(vismmr. but as from the drug which was used, the practice
commonly followed by poisoners miy have recommended itself to the criv
minal, or as the person who administered it may have b(}en a prac.used
as being altogether a case of poisening, viz.:—
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( 10th May 1866.—One person drugged who died.—*“ This was a caso
of murder of a girl by the administration of poison in the village of
Saldongora. It appenrs that Sohochurry, the mother of the deccased girl,
had for some ye#rs & quarrel with a woman named Preo Chassance, the
husband of the luttuﬂmving an_intrigue with the former. On the day
of the deceased’s death (the 10th May), she was playing outside of the
; house of Preo Chassance. Deceased’s grandmother heard Preo Chassanee’s
Y daughter call deceased into the house, she went in and on her return,
was seen licking her hands, on which was some goor. She said to her
mother, “ Preo Chassanee gave me some goor, 1 ate it, and, now, 1 have
pains.” The girl then became very ill; she foumed at the mouth and
vomitted, and died within four hours. Preo Chassance ang Mothoo were
arrested and sent up for trial. They were committed under Section 302,
LLand senteuced to transportation for life.”

(" 27th July 1866.—One person drugged.—* It was reported that three
women had poisoned a lourth, Tﬁt-y confessed to having given her
suttoo, in which was a drug purchased from a certain man, who, however,

i denied having given them any drug whatever.  The three women were
arrested and sent in for trinl, the deccased, before her deatli, having
distinety accused thems in addition to which, it was  satisfactorily

{ proved {hat they had administered some drag, and that she died shortly
afterwards.  The contents of the stomach were forwarded to the Chemical

; Kaaminer, who, however, defected no poisonous matter. The women

"l were in consequenee released.”

| MeMo.—If the poison was dkutoora or some other vegetable substance,

a< it probably was, only that portion would be discovered in the intestines

'which had not taken cffect, namely, entire seeds,—and as dhutoora, for

limt:mcv. is denerally administered in powder, all of which is ¢ once
absorbed, it was not a sequence that because no poisonous matter was dis-

i covered, the person had nol been poisoned! The medical officer merely

Uggave the fact that he found none.

( 21th March 1866.—Two persons drugged.—* One Kurreem Buax and
his nephew had been selling some cloth at the Ranchee fair, and were
returning homewards {o Bareilly.  They stopped at Chumparun at, a
provisioner’s house, where they were joined by two other persons.  They
cooked their dinner apart: after taking dinner Sheikh Kurreem Bux he-
4 came uneasy, and as his specch was aflected, he declared {0 his nephew
that they had been poisoned.  On this, Khoda Bux and Mobur (Goala ran
away, and the two travellers beeame insensible.  They lost Rs. 900, No
trace of the suspected man was obtained.  The failure in this case was
entirely atiributable to the gross neglect of the Head Constable of
LChumparun.”

[ 6th April 1866.—Four persons drugged.—“TFour travellors were
' drugged in the Chandpore Bazar, and property to the value of Rs. 127

was stolen from them.  Suspicion was strong against a Brahmin, who
4 joined company with them on the road, and absconded, us also against
the shoplkeeper who sold food to them.  The latter was summoned by the
Magistrate, but was released.  The action of the Police was slow, other-
(Lwise the absconding Brahmin would have been taken,”

v

Insrrcror GENERAL oF Portcr:—Poisoning cases fen () arrested 16
persons 5 discharged 25 committed for trial Th—""The poisoning cases
taken up were connected with those suceessfully investigated “during
the year 1865. No particular cases have oceurred in any of the distriots
adjoining the Presidency or in Bhatgulpore. There was one case in
Monghyr 5 a fow enses have also occwrred in the Patna Division ; but the
number has decreased since detective operations were extended to {hose
districts ; 3 cases of murder were handed over to the Special Inspectors,
in which several persons were arrested ; only one was discharged and 6
men convicted.”

oy




REMARKS.

Mryo.—But, as already stated, the 23 cases now returned were
gathered from the Police Administration Report itwelf, anly one of which
was not perhaps the deed of the common poisoner, namoly, in Bun-
coorah, quod vide.

Owing to some only of these cases being detailed in the Police
AQmupstrnhon Report, and to the information given in those described
being incomplete, summary details for all cannot here bo shown.

(4 case of murder by stranqulation took place_in Noakhally, an
account of which is given under that district in the Police Administra-
tion Report;—but as it was described to have becn commitied through
enmity, it is merely alluded to in this place as an coent, and not as a
case of Thuggee).

The proceedings of the local detective department in poisoning cases

A detuiled at length in the Police Administration Report, are attached
to the present Statement as an Appendix, in continuation of the special
measures narrated in the Appendix attached to the Statement for 1865.
—Some of the casea there described may be identieal with some of the
93 cases hero returned as of occurrence in Bengal in 1866, but of which
nothing certain can be stated in thiv place trom want of dates and of the
names of the districts in which the events Joseribed took place.

End of Bengal.
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InspEctor GENERAL OF Donick :—Meerut.—" Only one case of pro-
fessional poisoning occurred ; it was ono of many similar cases committed
durthg (}\o year by the same two men, a Brahmin and o Kaeth, subse-
quently apprehended.” (M 1M0.—No account was given of these two cases.

¢ InspEcTor (IENERAL OF PouicE:—* There was one casc of professional
poisoning in which the victims recovered ; the enlprits, owing to omission
on the part of the zemindars and chowkeedars to give information, were
not dotected, The latter were punished.”

Depury INsprEcror (GENERAL OF POLICE, in charge of poisoning cases :~—=
“In Allyghur ove case oceurred, and this a doubtful one, as the pluintiff
was not robbed of uny of his property.” (MEmo.—But according to a
statement received from the loeal Magistrate, it would seem that property
to value of Ra. 18 was robbed in this case, if actunl robbery was an es-
sential element to the prool of the actual oceurrence of the crime, property
being only robbed according to the opportunity presented «fter the crime

[_has been perpetrated.)

( TnspECTOR GENERAL OF PoricE.— Four professional poisoning cases
_were pmse,cuted to conviction during the year » (Meso.—Three only are
" returned in the classified return of offhces detailed in Appendix I of the
| Police Admwinistration Report for the North-Western Provinces, and it is
“pelieved that two of those belong to 1865, as will presently appear, 8

! fourth occurring in the present year.)

Drputy INSPECTOR GENERAL :— On the 15th November 1865, a

! traveller arrived at one of the scraios in the town of Seharunpore, and
~hired a pony to go on 2 journey into the next district; the man who
" accompanied him to bring back the pony was drugged shortly after his
leating Scharunpore, and the traveller nwle.oﬂ' with the pony. On
the 2nd November (query 92nd) the same man hired a pony ub ‘utteh-
{ pore, 15 miles from Scharunpore, and the samo result ensued. The
poisoner then appuared a third time on the 3rd February 1866, at Kylas-
pore, five miles from Seharunpore, hired a pony, and drugged the boy
sent to bring it back. » % One Kulloos, an old offender, was

arrested, recognized in all these cases, and was tried and convicted before the

Sessions Judge, und sentenced to o long term of impri t. pector
i(}:‘med Hoo:scn by his local knowledge wjorlgad out this case, and did
right well. A sccond case occurred in this district, and Major Watson was
successful in arresting and convicting the off(-ndc'r." (MEMO.—-—The above
ahows that two of the three cases returned in .Appendxx I of the Police
Administration Report, a8 of occurrence during 1866, really took place
in 1865, and as they have been entered in the Thuggee Statement for 1865,

they are struck out from 1866, and only fwo cases are returned in the

{_present Statement.
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In regard to one of these two cases, the Deputy Inspector General
wrote to the General Superintendent under date 17th Kbrumy 1846,
i that the offender who had committed the two cases in the previous
» November, had “ again appearcd on the stago near Roorkee, about ten days
! ago, in the same district, and after repeating the deed exactly as before,
| walked off with the hired pony. * * * The man was described as
slightly lame.” MgMo.—7¥2de Sholapore in Bombay in the Statement for
1865, for a similar pony case at Kurmala. ,
A criminal, named Kullooa Rajpoot, committed a caso of poisoning at
Bagput in Meerut on the 11th December 1860, by drugging the meal of
aman and a woman who kept the seraic or rvst-hué‘w at which he had
alighted.  Sentenced to four years’ imprisonment at Meerut, he was trans-
ferred to the Assistamt General Superintendent ut Lucknow, but was re-
manded to Jail to undergo his punishment, and if he was identical with
the above mgn he could only recently have been released when he committed
the cuses jus® described, Or the geriminal in them was, as probable,
identical with another person named Kullooa Lodhi, who was sentenced in
1860 to 5 years’ imprisonment for an act of the erime at Peshawur, while
in the service of Captain Nairn of the Artillery, whose mehéer he poisoned
and robbed by drugging his coffee, 17th November 1859. This man was
transferred to the Asst. Genl. Supdt. at Lahore, before whom he confessed
to many similar acts of crime during a carcer of 11 years, including
some cases of Thugaee, and of high-way robbery with murder, in different
parts of India. While at Peshawur, he had ulso poisoned the sirdar bearer
of Captain Taylor, (or Slater) of the Artillery, by drugging the man’s
tobaceo, from whom he robbed several gold mohurs and other property.
The bearer died.  This Kullooa had scveral banded associates. He was
remanded to jail, and his term of imprisonment. could huye expired but
{_a short timg prior to these renewed instances of the crimc}

(" INsPRCTOR GRNERAL OF POLICE :—* Three eases of professional poison-
I ing occurred, committed by the same Brakmin and  Kuaeth before
! mentioned—the offenders in a similar case in the Meerut district.” Both
| have been arrested and sentenced to 28 years’ rigorous imprisonment in
{ the Boolundshubur cases only.” -~(Fide Meerut and Etah.)

But according to Appendix I, the cases in Boolundshuhur were four this
year, which is the number here returned, but no account of them was

given. .

(MeMo.—According, however, to Appendix I, there was one case, viz., “of

InsrEcTOR GENERAL OF PoLIcE :—* No case of professional poisoning.”
hurt by administering stupefying drugs.” No account of it was given.

al poisoning, occurred,—in one the Police failed to trace the offenders,—in
the other the Sessions J udge declined to conviet, but one of the 3 offenders
1was fortunately sentenced to 10 years’ imprisonment in a similar case

( INsPECTOR GENERAL OF PoLICE :—* Two cases of robbery by profession-

which occurred in Budaon.”  Memo.—Appendix I, however, gives three
cases of the crime. No account of them was narrated.

InspEcToR GENERAL or Porice:—“The one case of administering
drugs was not a professional case,—no conviction followed.” (No account
of it was given.)

[ 4

These two cases are taken from Appendix Lof the Police Administration
Report. No mention is made of them in the District Report, nor any
account of them any where given.

Appendix I. No account was given of it. It must be identical with
that for which a man was convicted and sentenced to 10 years’ imprison-

{ This case is not mentioned in the District Report, and is taken from
ment after acquittal in one of the Bareilly cases.~—(¥Vide Bareilly.)

tained in the Police Administration Report, but they were entered in

These cases are not mentioned in the Statement for this District con-
Appendiz I.  No account of it was given.

L Deputy INsPECTOR GENEBAL:—Agra.—“ There are no new cases!”
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. (" Not alluded to in the District Report, but given in Appendix 1.
DEpuTy INSPECTOR GENERAL :—Muttra.—*Oneof the old cascs was
1 ]_) MUuTTRA . 1 detected and the offenders punished.” (M eso.—According to this the cuse

NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES—continued.
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perhaps occurred at some former period, but Appendix L, #n whick this case
was included, gives a list of casos, all of which were declured in the body of
the Report to have taken place during the year under review. No account
of it was given,

[ InsprCTOR GENERAL OF PoLick:—“Among the murders were three
cases of professional poisoning.  Concerning one of these, doubt is enter-
tl»uncd of'its being really a professional case, aud in one the culprits were
detected.”

Deruty InspEcToR GENERAL :—* T regret to say that three new cases
oceurred in this district, and the Police were not successtul in bringing
out any of them.”

Appendix T, however, returned only two cnses, but as three wore report-
ed to this Office by the loeal Magistrate in u ** Statement showing cases
of Thuggee during the year 1866,” that number is adhered to in the
wesent Statement, and the following account of them is tuken from the

lagistrate's Report, oiz :—

(1) No date given.—* Serajooddeen and Nuzzur Alli Khan, merchants
of Rampore, on returning from Mokunpore Fair, stuyed in Serai Meeran,
in the house of Joomun Bhatecara, where the defendant, in o Faqueer's
dress was also living.  The next day, in the evening, he made them smoke
his Ahooka, and after taking their food they fell sick and senseless.  He
then robbed them of their money (Rv. 15-10-0,) and made his escape. He
was apprehended, and released by the Magistrate for want of proof on the
22nd June 1866."—Memo.—The culprit was u Brahmin,

(2) 1Ist March 1866 : — Joomun and Peer Bux, travellers, were going
on towards the Western Countries. A man, said to be a resident of
Adjoodia in Oudh, accompanied them from Chowbeypore to Jonedpore,
where he poisoned and plundered them of their property valued at - Re.
1-14-0. Joommn died, and Peer Bux was found alive und was cured. No
trace of the offenders has yet been found.”

(3) Lth June 1866: — Deendyal, Brahmin of Koomhira,in Luckhimpore
of Oudh, came to Furruckabad from Budreo Nurnyun, and thenee a man,
who grave his name us Beharce Thakoor of Kookrel, accompunied him
for Nimkhar. When they arvived at the shore of the Kuleo I‘Judduo near
Kanowj, Beharee gave Deendyal a picee of melon and some goor (sugar),
on eating which and drinking some  water, he became senscless, and
Beharee then robbed him of 16 gold beads to the value of Rs. X,
2 wilver Bundyas Rs. 6, 0 silver Suttia Ry, 3, and Rs. 3 in cash, with
which he absconded.  No trace of the offender or of the stolen property has
{yet been found.”

[NsPECTOR GENERAL OF PoLICE :—* There were two cases of professional
_puisoning, one of them being committed by the Brakmin und Kaeth
‘nl' Meerut and Boolundshuhur noturict'y; in the other case the Police

did not suceeed in tracing the offenders.”

DrpruTY INSPECTOR GENERAL :— Meerut, Boolundshuhur and Etah.—

I elass these three districts together, as the six cases which occurred there
| d’nring 1866 were committed by the same two men, who invariably gave
{ themselves out as a Kaeth and a Brahmin. They have been arrested and
are now under trial at Boolundshuhur, where they were recognized in 3
separate cases.  This case is now being worked out, and as a grest many
| other defendants are implicated (and you are aware of the steps being taken),
Uit will be as well not to make the matter public until the whole case is
, complete.”  (Memo.— Fide Meerut and Boolundshuhur, where it is showng
that the above two men were sentenced to transportation for 28 years.

It will be perceived that the eases in those two districts and in Etah
(_together numbered eight and not six.
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[ InspEcTOR GENERAL OF PoricE:—* Much credit isdue to Major Tyrwhitt,

! Deputy Inspoctor General, for his successful, detection and conviction

of Kullooa, an old offender, concerned in no less than 8 cases of this

year"—(vide Scharunpore supra). “The Police are also to be congra-

tulated on the arrest of the celebrated Brahmin and Kaeth con-

cerned in somo 9 or 10 cases. I had hoped Major Tyrwhitt would have

given a succinct account of all the cases in which they were concerned, *
but from prudential motives, he refrained from publishing details till the

whole cuse 18 complete.”

A

Memo.—It is stated of a poisoner seized in Etah in December 1866 at
the fair held at Soron, that on his being searched, a large quantity of the
sced of the black Dhutoora was found on his person, « The account he gave
of himself was that ke gave it as medicine to sick cattle. e was brought
before the sitting Magistrute, *“but there was no law to detain the man.
He came from a village near Hattras, which is one of the head centres of
prnfesuionul poisoners.”— Vide case, 20th September 1864,in Boolundshuhur,
in the Thuggee Statement for 1864.—A4 law making it penal to possess
poisons, us advocated in my letler in the Home Dept. ﬂu . 930, dated
L13HL Sept. 1865, would have prevented this man's release with tmpunity.

[ InsPEcTOR GENERAL OF Porick:—“Thore was only one case of pro-
fessional poisoning.”

Drry. INsPECTOR GRNERAL OF Porrcg :—“ Allakabad.—In June a wo-
man and her child died from the effects of Dhutoora in ata (flour)—which
ata was said to have been given to her husband, by a man at a fuir, in
exchange for tobacco—a very improbable story, as the person who gave
it could in no way berbenefitted by it. Ibelieve it a family case.” (Memo.—
The Magistrate has not, however, had any hesitation 1n duly returning
it to this Officé. His account of it is given bolow.

One case only was also returned in Appendix I of the Police Administra-
tion Report ; but as the Magistrate has returned fuwo cases to this Office,
and has given an account of them, fwo is the number adhered to in the
present statement.

MAGISTRATE :— Robbery by administration of poisonous or deleterious
drugs : 2 cases; concerned 3 persons; arrested 2; acquitted 2: loss
Rs. 206-8-0; recovered nil.

(1) 9th June 1864, 4 p. M.:—“Badameea and her daughter Maiko
fell insensible and evinced marks of having been drugged. The latter
died almost immediately, and the elder woman subsequently. Seo Persad,
husband of Badameca, stated that they had been to a Mela or fair, where
a man came and asked for tobacco in exchange for some afa. This ate
or flour was baked in the evening into bread, on eating of which both
females fell insensible. Nothing was found out in this case.”

(2) 13th March 1866 :—“ Two men arranged to :{Pend the night with
Jankee prostitute. She ate and drank with themi. They gave her
something which cauged her to vomit, and she subsequently became in-
sensible; during this state, jewels to the value of Rs. 178 were stolen
from her.”—(MEMo.—Similar instances of poisoning or strangling prosti-
tutes and robbing them of their jewellery, will be found under Agra,
24-Pergunnahs, &c.

InsrrcTOR GENERAL OF PoLICE :—*There were 7 cases of robbery
by administration of poisonous drugs: detection followed in 6; and of 6
persons arrested, 4 were convicted.” (MEemo.—No account has been given
of these casef.)

{ InspEcTOR GENERAL OF PoLICE:—“ Thero have been 2 cases of pro-
fessional poisoning, in both of which the Police were successful.”

Derpory INsPECTOR GENERAL:—“A heavy case, with murder, took
place in May, and 2 persons out of 6 succumbed to the effect of the
poison. The plaintiffs were truvelling in a cart; and 2 persons took
up with them about 4 miles from Futtehpore, and drugged the whole
party. Fortunately the Police received information and were in time to
arrest the offenders, otherwise they would have made off with the cart,
victims, and all.” (Mrm0.—This would seem to be a re-appearance of the
Hackery cases practised by Hurpersad's gang—(vide Rhotuck and Futteh-

ore, in the Statement for 1865, and paras. 19 and 24 of my Report in the

'oreign Department, No. 794, dated 15th September 1863).

Appendiz I was blank for Futtehpore (/)

-
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| INsPECTOR QENERAL OF Porick:—" One robbery occurred by adminis-
. | | tration of poisonous drugs, and the ease was proscented to conviction.”
| T'wo cases were, however, entered in Appendix I of the Police Adminis-
| tration Report, and the following account of them is taken, moreover, from
a Statement  received from the Magistrate; fwo aro therefore bere
returned, vizi—
(1) 10th April 1866 :=—* Heera Kullar of Banda, and Khyallee his cart-
man, were drugeed, it iy supposed, with dhatoora, on the Chillatara Road,
L by another of Heera’s cartmen, Azmut Alli, and when in o state of in-
toxieation, the perpetrator made away with o bag containing Rs. 325
(17) BANDA = 2 and other property. The two persons, however, soon recovered, and

Azmut Alli, on bemg traced and apprehended in the Futtehghur District,
confessed and pointed out some of the stolen property.  He was sentenced
to 1t years’ imprisonment. 1t is probable that he was concerned in
I nimilar cases, as he has two aliases, Kulloo and Ghoorey.”

2 1tth December 1866:— Two ftravellers came to the house of
Pirthee Gir Gosaen, and after eating  went. (o sleep, and negt morning one
of the travellers, Ramadheen, a Bralimin, was missing ; and 2 box contain-
ing jewellevy and money, said to amount to Rs. 190 in all, had also been
Haken away. No elue off Rumadheen has yet heen discovered, 1t was at

firnt saidd that Bhang had been administered fo Pirthee Gir, but on
(Lenquiry, this was considered doubtful.”

Tasercror GENERAT oF Porick:—" Two eases of professional poison-

(18) Jouxroxe 2 : iotod.”
: k ~ ing were detected, and the parties coneerned were arrested and convicted.

(MEMo.—No account was given ol either ease) '

L ]
. Ixseretor G ’lML or Porice:—“One of these enses of robber
(19) Brxanks 1 was apoisoning case, and the poisoners were convieted.” — (MEso.—~This
cise was not entered m Appendis 1, and no account of it has been given.)

(" Tsseeeror GeNemal oF Pouice:—“There were three eases of ad-

ministering poisoning drugs, in only one of which did the Police suceeed

RN PROVINCES—continued.

(20) Gortckrore . 3[4 in hninging the offenders to gustice.”
ArreNmx T:—Three cases; but no necount has heen given of them.
\ n «
45 i { Ixsepetor Gexegar oF Ponicr:—There was one case of professional
B : poisoning in_which” the offenders were arrested, but unfortunately not
gi i convieted, and they were subsequently lost sight of.”
v, ! )
";_ ; Derery [Inspretor GENERAL :—* Mr, Mc(farthy was most sueeessful in
e t=acing out o dhutoora case committed by an old offender, one Azmut
- All, alias Kulloo, alias Goorah. This p:lr(i(‘ulzu‘ ease ocemrred in April
= 1 1866, and the Police ran into their man in the Futtehghur Distriet, re-
p (3]) AzZIMGHUR 1 { covering at the same time nearly all the property, close on Rs. 200,
V4 ® o (Mevo.—T7de Banda Case, 1oth April—If the ease here recorded, of
i ; which no deseription has been given, i distinet from that, in Banda, it
[would seem that the culprit, Azmut Alli after committing the erime in
! Banda, repeated it soon after in Azimghur, and was run down at Fuiteh-
[ahur, M. McCarthy on a former oe sion, when he was Assistant Police
Officer in Banda, rendered greal assistance to the Assistant  General

|
ESu|wrinh-ndo-nt at Lucknow  (Major  Chamberlain), in prosecuting the

| Lgang of Tlurpersad, the famous porsoner of hackery cart-drivers.)
.

|
t
|
|
I

InseneTorR GENERAL oF Porier = The Police also fmled in pro-

wenting a bad case of dacoity with murder, as also  cuse of robbery

(22) Mirzavore I after administering poison.”  (MEMO.—No furthay mention of this case 1s
made, except that 16 appears in the series of cases recorded in- Appendix L)

I ‘ | .
| f I [ 1sspreroR (FENERAL o¥ Porter:—* There were no less than six cases
' (] of administering poisonous drugs, but in none of them did the prisoners

) e ; anised gang.”  The Police Administration Report con-
23Y (I AZEEPORE ver 6 < belong to an urﬁ.nlnsul gng.” T lice Adm i port con
(23) Guaz ; | tains no account of these cases, and the following in regard to ¢hree of the

! Illlmbcl)irl obtained I;rmn Special Reports to this Office, eiz, :—

|
! |
i i
o
! [
| i
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over ( (1) 26th February 1866.—A Gorait found a boy lyil‘;ghsensaless near

a guava garden and brought him to a Police out-post. en he recover-
ed his mind he said that at the bidding of his master Lalla Bahadoor Rai
of Ghazeepore, ho went with some money and sweetmedts to some
relatives at Shahabad. On his way he fell in with one Rampersad, who
gave him some ckoora or parched rice with some goor or sugar, after
eating which he became scnseless and was then robbed. The criminal
was traced by the Police to Ghazeepore. "The result of his trial was
not stated. ‘

(2) 17th March 1868.—The Gorait of Eusufpore brought a man to
‘the Police Station in a state of insensibility, whom and a quantity of
clothes and cooking utensils, he had found that mgrning lying on the
ground at the houso of one Gheesceawan Kulwar, who stated that
the man had come there the evening before with two other travellers
who appeared to be Mahomedans.  They purchased some flour and
dal and began to cook their food. Next morning the Kulwar found the
man lying scensceless in the verandah of the house, and that the
other two men were gone away. One of them had been observed to
throw away a pot with some cooked dal in it, on examining which
some dhatvora sceds were discovered in it.  The victim when he recovered,
snid that he was come up from Caleutta and had been joined by
those two persons at the ferry at Buxar, who proposed to him in the
ferry hoat, to travel along with him. On the way he wished to part
company, but they persuaded him to go on as far as Eusufpore, where
the three put up at. the Bunya’s shop as above described. He cooked
food for all. They told him to take as much of the dal as he wanted,
and to ‘give them the rest. He did so; he did not observe whether
they also ate any of it, but they threw the pot away. * The dal did not
taste bad, but the ghee with W‘fli('h it was cooked was not good.” All
° then went t8 sleep, and the man remembered nothing more. He was
robbed of his money and some clothes.

A,

(23) GHazEEPORE .

(3) 13th May 1866.—Two persons were found by the village Gorait,
carly in the morning, lying insensible at a shop at Gunspore, one a
Hindoo and the other a Mahomedan. Two other persons had come to
the shop late in the previons afternoon, and by and bye at dusk, these
two men also came there accompanicd by two others and by a woman, who
said they only wanted to stay there for the night.  Shortly after, one of
the number purchased some flour, dal, and pickles, and cooked up some
’ food. Tn the middle of the night it was discovered that two of the
number had hecome insensible, and that the other five travellers had
decamped. The Gorait and others followed them and eventually arrested
the woman and three of the men as they were running quickly away. The
other man had got away with the booty. An wmbrella was picked up
which they had thrown down and which belonged to the poisoned parties.
The poiconers had completely ingratiated themsclves with their victims,
and did every thing for them. One manate of the food they had cooked, and
on his fecling unwell, one of the culprits began to rub kis Yegs for kim.
The other not feeling hungry was persuaded to partake of some pickles,
and then of a little sweetmeat.  Both soon felt heated and lost their
senses, and both were robbed. Two of the culprits and the woman were
Mahomedans, but th® woman pretended to be a Hindoo in the keeping
of the third man who personated to be also a llindoo. The arrested
parties were recognized, but the result of the investigation was not com-

NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES—coutinued.

(Lnunicated.
InspEcTOR GENERAL OF Porice :—* There was one case of professional
(24) Jaroun .. 1 {poisoning, which the Police failed to detect.” (No account of it was given).
. .
The District Report says nothing of this case, but it is entered in the
(25) LuLrurpore 1 {scri.cs given in Appendix I of the Police Administration Report.

( InsPECTOR GENEBAL OF Povnice:—* The case of administering stupefy-

ing drugs was an attempt to get a low caste man punished for having

(26) GurHWAL Lo infrigues with two women who would have lost caste had the husbands

I l prosicuto% in th‘i-t l}l:l;l&l way.” (Memo.—This case is included for as
‘ much as it is worth.

ToraL
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over crs . 29 According to Appendix I of the Police Administration Report, the cases
' numbered 51 only, and the difference is thus to be accounted for,
NT, f——
Cases according to Appendix I ... w b1
‘ Drpucr— ’
2 cases for Saharunpore which belonged to 1865 ... 2
ReMaINING o 49
. App—

1 Oniitted ease for Ssharunpore, obtained from the
Report of the Deputy Inspector General

2 Ditto  ditto  for Futtehpore

1 Ditto ditto for  Furruckabad, nar-
rated by Inspector General of Police and con-
firmed to this Office by the Magistrate A |

1 Ditto ditto for  Benares, obtained

i from the District Report of the Inspector

[N

Ueneral of Police D |
1 Ditto  ditto obtained from a Special
Report to this Office o1 .
— 6
ToraL o 86
]

nsercron Grnefin or Porick:—*The crime of robbery after ad-
ministering poisonous drugs(is, 1 regret to sy, on the increase. There are
44 cases reported againsl 16 in 1865, The Polico have, however, been
very successful in tracing out and bringing to justico during the year
several notorious offenders. Twenty-nine cases have boen prosecuted
to conviction, and of 68 persons concerned, 49 have been arrested and
brought to trial, of whom 31 wers convicted, 14 acquitted, and 4 remained
under trial at the close of the year.”

InsPECTOR GENERAL OF PoLICE :—General Remarks.—* Robberies by
administering poisonous drugs, 47 eases in 1865 and 51 in 1866.” (Meno.
—These 47 cases include other poisoning cases than those of robbery by
professional poisoning).

INspECTOR (G ENERAT, oF Povnick :—* Major Tyrrwhit reports not a single
case of thuggee has been reported, nor is there any reason to believe it
has been practised during the !nmt year. At the same time he warns
District Superintendents that they cannot be too much on their guard or
* too carcful in vigilantly watching and guarding against any renewal of
this crime.”

Derury INspEcToR GENERAL:—* Poisoming by administering any
' poison or any stupefying, intoricating, or unwholesome drugs, f%c.—Tlus
crime is, Tam afraid, on the increase, though the Police have been very
; successful in trzu'in;; and bringing to justice during the year 1866 several
notorious offenders.” (vide the Deputy Inspector General's  remarks
on this subject in the Statement for 1864 in the Total column.) © Out
of 49 persons arrested, 31 have been convicted and 4 remain under trial.
' | Tyo of the four awaiting trial at Boolundshuhur _aro wcll-known and
sk‘h('ul poisoners—there being somo 9 or 10 cases aguinst them.

TOTALING NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES—continued.

« Robbery by administering poisonous drugs.—28 new cases for
' 1866 have to be added to 51 old cases of former ycars, In tht‘sse 79 cades,
36 persons were brought to trial, 21 wero convicted, and 13 acqmt?ad,
leaving two nunder trial. The largest recovery of property is in the Fut-
tehpore District.”

|
: Derury INspecTor GENERAL oF Pouick:—% Statement I, vig.— *
!

« TrueeEr.—Committed since January }tﬁ(;.‘»l, undetected on the 1lst
January 1866, 2 cases; occurred in 1866, nil.
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NORTH-WESTERN PROVINCES—concluded.

“ Robhery by administration of poisonous or deleterious drugs :
committed since January 1861, undetected on the 1st January 1866, 99
cases; accurred within the year, 44—total number under enquiry 143
detected in 1866, 29; remaining undetecied on 31st December 1866,
1145 concerned in previous offences and at large on 1st Januaay 1866,
112 persons; concerned in offences of 1866, 68 persons—total concerned,
180 persons; arrested 495 brought to trial 49; convicted 31; acquitted.
14; remaining under trial 4; at large on 3lst December 1866, 131

crsnns); plundered within the year Rs. 2,975; recovered in the year,
s, 8127

Statement, [L., viz., Thuggee, 1864, nil. ; 1865, one casa; 1866, nil.

"
Robberics by administration of poison: 1864, 35 cases; 1865, 16,
1866, 44. ’

Memo.—There would seem to besome confusion in the above, arising,
probably, from a distinction being attempted to be drawn between * pro-
fessional poisoning,” and * robbery by administering poisonous drugs 5”
61 cases being given in one place, and 4k in another, under the former
definition of the erime; and 28 other cases in another place under, it
would scem, the other, according to which the enfire number of cases
would be swollen to either 72 or 79. It has been shewn that 56 would
appear to be the real number of both items, one only of which in Banda,
and another in Gurhwal were, perhaps, doubtful cases. It would be advisable
not to endeavour to draw any such distinctions in respect to so secret and
insidious a crime as poisoning, but rather to class every act of it together,
and then to eliminate those which should, from the attendant facts,
clearly prove to be cases of domestic treachery only, or committed from
motives of revenge, enmity or intriguo.

The details of arrests, convictions, &c., in the above cases, cannot be
clearly shown in the present Statement, the information on those points
being, it will have been perceived, partial, or not stated in every case,
purticulars being given in some cnses and left out in others; reference
for them should consequently be made to the Remarks for each distriet,
where the information which was to be gleaned has been duly narrated.

LicuT.-GovERNOR :— There were 51 eases of robbery by administering
poison, and of these 44 were cases of robberies by professional poisoners.
'his is a considerable increase over 1865, but the bulk of the cases have
been successfully prosecuted.”

(Lind of North-Western Provinees.)

OUDH.
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over

2 Districrs

( InsrECcTOR GEN’:IRAL oF Porick = Of the murders by poison, 3 were
ordinary, committed from motives of revenge; the fourth was a very
peeuliar case, committed for the purpose of getting rid of a man who was
cogmizant of u theft, and who, the guilty parties feaved, would peack ;
unfortunately two other men partook of the food given to this man, and
all three fell vietims ; this caso was most admirably detected by Inspector
Rammarayun, and the guilty partics convicted, The District Supnrinwr}fl-
ent wrongly describes Uhis case as one committed for the sako of robbery.

A

MEmo.—An additional case of murder, for the sake of robbery, is
mentioned in the Police Administration Report for Oudh, in which the
headless body of nman was found. The head was discovered some miles
away, and the same Polico Inspector * ultimately succeeded in bringing
the culprit to justice,” No further particulars were given of any of the
{Labove cases.

[N8PECTOR GRNERAL OF Portcr:—Three cases of robbery were by
administering  drngs; in 2 there were convictions as nated above
(4 persons eonvietnd) The District Superintendent informs that the
persons were not professional poisoners.”
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{ Insererow GeNgRaL oF Pouter :—* Three murders by poison ; all cases
committed for revenge, or through intrigues with women.”

CovsstoN e : - Three  murders by poison i Hurdui ; none by
professional poisoners.”

Memo.—Classing all the murder eases together, the Police Admims-
tration Report stated that the Police made apprehensions m them all,
except one, and - that not a singlo person sent up by them was aequitted
but it was not shown what was the Police action in ench particulu
Lpoisoning case,  No separate account of the cases was given.

,

INSPECTOR GENERAL OF Pouick :—* One murder by poison ; 6 persons
| being convieted.”

CoMuisstoNERr :—* One murder by poison in Mohumdee, not by profes-
{rional poisoners.” Mesio.—No account of this ease was given.

A Statement of eases of Thuggee in Fyzabad in 1866, received from
the Deputy Commissioner, exlubited 2 eases, in which 20 persons were
concerned, 6 heing wrrested 3 but no necount. or other details of them were
communicated, and it is supposed they  were eases of" Dacoity weluded
by inadvertence in the Statement for Thuggee. -
( One Sumshere Khan, of Kotedeeh, in Roodowlee of Durriabnd, informed

the Police of Gondah agaivst his brother Madar, that he was living at

Allinngyzur, under the assumed name oft Cheda Khan, and that he was
a professional Thug, who had eseaped from custody, with his irons upon
bgm, many yews ago, and that he was a* winted” wman in the Thuggee
Department. i

To this the General Superintendent replied, that the man had often
been searvehed for by the Agents of this Department, but that he had
always contrived to evade detection = that he eseaped in 1836, before ho
hid heen brought to triad, and that there was ample evidenee tor s
conviction at the time, but that it wonld he dithenlt to get him eon-
vieted at (his distant period. His father, Ryman Khan, was aThue, who died
injal at Lucknow, and s bhrother Hydur and son-in-law Bulitawar,
both (ln)('«-u.-wd/\\l-n- Phugs, both of whom were approvers in this Department.

The man admitted his escape, and his trae name to be Muder; he said
that, cver since his flight, he had been hiving at Bulrnpore, in the
service of the Ragabi of that place, whose wuns ho took care ol when he
went out shooting. He wis transferred to the Depot ot the Thuggee
and Dacoity Deparfment. at Jubbulpore, and heing (here identificd by
SULVIVIDG approvers, wWhs, in view toalegal authority for hiv detention
and enrolment in the Depdt. at Jubbulpore, placed upon his trial on the
Dareneral eharge of hemg o Thug, under Act XXX off 1836, and was
sentenced  to imprisonment, for life, wnder date 3rd November 1866, He

i Ldied in November 1867.

i

i

'
1
|

4

INspECTOR GENERAL OF Porntek :— One murder by poison from motives
of revenge, in which convietion took place.”  (MEwo. —Na account of this
case was given,)

( InspEcToR GENERAL 0F Ponick:—Two of the wurders were by

wison” (Mevo.—No account of the ease was given.)

The third case s obtained from o specinl report, and was a case of
robbery by admimistering poisonous dvugs, viz. ==

14th May 1866:—* A woman and fwo men had arrived at Allynpggur
15 days previously, and lodged at the house of one Khooshall ; they did not
say from where they had come, but their names were Oree and Bachoo, and
the WQIAn's pame wis Achayia. They flru;:gvd their host  and left hls‘
house, taking away from it several articles of })l.‘()pcl‘l.y to the valu®of
LRs. 41" Nothing further was communicated in this case.

(6) SoorTaNpURE
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Eleven of these cases were attended with,the deaths of the persons
drugged; 7 of these were stated in the Police Administration Report,
to have been been committed from motives of revenge, and vne for the
purpose of getting rid of an accomplice in another act of erime, for fear
of his betraying “his associates. Of the 3 remaining murder cases, oue (in
Luckimpore) was declured not to have been the deed of professional poi
soners, and regarding the other two, no remarks were made.

The remaining 4 cases would not seem to have been attended with
murder, and one of them, in Sooltanpore, was added {rom a Special Report
to this Office. .

1
But according to the Table at page 43 of the Police Administration
Roport, there wore no more than 9 cases of murder by poison, “ 22 persons
seized in 9 cases.” That Table does not exhibit the number of powsoning
cases of occwrrence in 1866, in which death did »of ensue; but it shows
205 cases of ** grievous hurt” and 20 of *“ robbery with hurt,” and these may
include some cases of poisoning not attended with death.

INspECTOR GENERAL oF Porice:—“Nine cascs of murder by poison, all
of theso were from wmotives of revenge, fumily quarrels, or the results
of intrigues with women*** In 8 of the cases of poisoning, 3 were
convictions and 2 remained under trial** * T think it would be desirable
to have another sub-division to the head of murder, viz., by poison for the,
sake of robbery.” :

« Robbery by administcring poisonous drugs—In the year under review
13 robberies by administering drugs have been reported, to 15 in 1865; in
6 of these cay's, apprchensions were made; in 4 cases convictions obtained,
1 acquitted, and 1 case under trial at the close of the year; in every case
most close and searching enquiry has been instituted, and I do not believe that
any of the cases, except perhups one, was the work of professional poisoners ;
in almost all the other cases, the parties who committed the crime are
known to the Police, and ubsconded after the commission of the offence.
In 2 cases the criminals were previously known to the plrsons they poi-
soned, Considering the number of vegelable poisons th#l® grow in every
jungle, and the intimate knowledge the most ignorant of the people have
of their proPcrties, and the careless way in which travellers will join
company with any stranger they meet on the road, if of the same
caste, cat and smoke with such persons, it is only astonishing that this
mode of robbery is not practised to a greater extent.”  MeMo.—According
to the above, these 13 cases would be additional to the 9 attended
with murder, or rather to 11 cases attended with murder, whick wounld
swell the total muomber of poisoning casesin Oudh in 1866, to twenty-four.
A reference has been made to tho Inspector General of Police enquiring
whether they were really additional eases, or inclusive of the cases with
murder. It is supposed that they arc additional cases, and if so, the
remark would here again be applicable, that it is hazardous to attempt to
draw distinctions in this crime, excopt the motives undor which it was

committed, should be patent or palpable.

(The Police Administration Report for 1866, notices the increase of the
crime of kidnapping children “ which for the first time has .tlu':s' year
attracted special notice,'—but whether any of them were, what is in this
department called Megpunna Thuggee, @ e., kidnapping children by
murdering their parents, by poison, strangulution, or other foul means,
does not appear.) . :

Appendix [No. II of the Police Administration Report shows that 19
persons were convicted in 8 cases of murder by poison, including one man
in one case of 1866.

Appendix No. 4 shows the castes of the 19 convicted partics, viz., 2 Chet-
tries, 8 Aheers,1 Lodha, 1 Passee, 1 Naoo, 4 Mahkomedans, 1 Lohar

and 1 Koonjra.

Curer ComissioNER :—* The Chief Commissioner is glad to observe
that you have reason to belicve that robbery by administering * poisonous
drugs, has ceased to be the work of oriunizned gangs. Mr. Strachey
concurs in the remark that, considering the ease with which vogetable
poisons can be obtained, the general knowledge of their properties, and
the remarkable carclessness of the people, it is o matter of surprise that

this crime is not more frequent.”
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Arrests and other particulars of Police action in the cases for Oudh,
returned in the presont Statement, not being uniform in each ease, u
recapitulation of the action in the cntire number is not here given, the
information in respect thereto, which was to be gathered from the Police
Administration Report, having been duly noticed against cach district
in the column of remarks.

No case of Thuggee by strangulation was reported, and it is not

known what the Zwo so called cases may be which are noticed under
Fyzabad.

(End of Oudkh.)

.

PUNJAB.

Crd.
over

13

}13

(1) UnnarLa

(2) Loopranay

(3) DeLm
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(" Six, according to Table A., and to Appendices T and IIT of the Police
Administration Report, under eases of * administering stupefying drugs
with intent to hurt.” No account of any of them has been given.
According, however, to the Districe Report, there were 3 cases of “ murdee
by }misun for plunder,” and 6 cases of “simple murder by poisoning”—
total 9 cases?

This has heen classed in the Police Administration Report as a case of
“ gobbery effeeted by poisoning i no account of it was given.

tration Report,—but according to the District Report, the cases (under

{ According to Table A., and Appendices T and 11T of the Police Adminis-
three classifications) numbered ¢hree only !

i

[ One case according to the District Report and to Appendix I, but two
cases, under distinet classifications, according to Appondix TIT of the
Police Administration Report.  No account of the c:w-lln-n- returned was
given, the following being taken from a Special Report of it to this Office,

V2, i~

(I) 6th Docember 1866 :—A man in the garb of & Fuqueer, named
Gurreeb Shah of Benares, poisoned three Cubul traders travelling from
Delhi. - They had all put up at the scraic at Patowdee, where they cooked
their food and slept out the night.  The pretended Fugueer had made up
some Mulleeda or sweet cake.  Next morning all procecded towards
Rewaree, and on reaching Murree, they took some breakfust. It was on
this oceasion that he gave some of the Mulleedu to the three travellers,
on cating which they became insensible and wero robbed.  The culprit was
arrested at the serare at Rewarree, and & quantity of dhutoora sced was
found in hix possession.  He was nentenced to 7 years’ imprisonment, and
LLa fine of Rs. 50.

—

( 'This case does not appear in the Police  Administration Report, and it
is here added  from a Report to this Office from the Deputy Commissioner
of Hissar. 1t took place at Futtinbad in May 1866, (exact date not
stated). I visited the spot, where I heard a further account of it. The
culprit was a-man named Roora.  He hired the camel of a man of the
weaver caste, and poisoning the man who went in charge of it, named
Pirbhoo, a Bishnoe, rode ofl with the animal to Hissar itself. He was
there seized on suspicion, but managed to effeet his escape from the
lock-up.  The poisoned man had died from the effects of the drug adminis-
tered, and the corpse was wo decomposed, that it could not be recog-
nized.  His clothes were, however, identified. It was, moreover, proved
that Roora had not only borrowed his eamel, but had gone to Futtinbad
‘| with him, and further, that he came alone with the camel to Hissar at
night. Hle was eventually seized at Narnoul with sowme sort of powder
in his possession, in which dhutoora was discovered. He was tried,
however, it scems, for some other case n Iissar, in which he had
drugged a person named Mamun, and was sentenced to 7 years’
imprisonment. The date of the occurrence of tl}at case was not, however,
stated ; nor of two other cases committed by him in Hissar, in both of
which he had similarly hived camels, poisoned their owners, and carried
(_away their camels. In these two latter cases, the victims were Sewukram

A
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(and one Bishnee. In two of the occasions, he was nccompanied by a
fomale named Chandnee, and he had some ¢ther accomplices. Anothgr
case aygainst him in Hissar, was the disappearance of one L}]umul, the driver
of a cart and bullocks which he had hirc«l of one Cheetur at Hansi. The
cart and bullocks were robbed.  The date of this last case was not stated.
Thus there were, it seems, forer eases in Hissar, in addition to the case here
returned for 1866, but it is unknown when they took place. 1t is believed;
however, that they also occurred in 1866. More wiﬁ appear about this
man Roora under Rhotuck. It may, however, be here noticed, in reference
1o the bullock-cart case, that it would seem to be a repetition of the ccle-
brated Hackery cases so often before alluded $o in the present and former
Statements, the perpetrators of which extended their depredations from
Bundlekund to All::l‘l)abad and Iurdwar in one dimetion, and along the
(}:])orgmm, Rhotuck, UWissar, Jheend and Puttiala line of country, m the
Lother.

A

C Two cases according to Appendices T and IIT of the Police Administra-
tion Report, but only one according to the District Report under the
heading of “ robbery effected by poisoning.”

The following account of one of these cases was given by the Super-
intendent of Police, Captain Boddamn, viz :—

“This case occurred on the 23td April 1866, The complainant, Oodmee,
was found rambling about drunk, as was at the time supposed by
the zemindars, near the village of Bhaprowda in the Sampla Thana,
Rhotuck District; he was taken to the Police Station, whence he was sent
on to the Rhotuck Hospital.  On arrival here he stated that four months
previously, pe met the accused Roora in company with two young women
i village Buniance, near Rhotuele; that being a widower, and in scareh
of a wife, he got into conversation with the aceused, who described himsell
as Khajoon Dome of ity Rewarce, in the Goorgaon District, and offered to
select & handsome bride Tor Lim, and arrange all the necessary preliminary
negociations, in view to bringing about a marriage.  OQodmee then gave
his address to aceused who engaged to pay him a visit in a fortnight, and
let hin know the result of the negociations.”

“Oodmee and aceused then came together {0 Rhotuek where they
soparated.  After fifteen davs accused paid the promised  visit, and stated
that he had found a fine young woman in the adjoining native States,
who was willing to marry, and that she was waiting n the village
Buniance.  Oodmee accordihigly started with him, and at mid-day reachod
the tank at Rohud, on the Delhi Road. Accused then proposed to dine,
and offered Qodmee some sugar, as he being of a d{'{ﬂ'rr'ht caste, could
not parvtake of food cooked by accused. Qodmee ate the sugar with some
parched gram that he had with hims they then proceeded a couple of
miles, when Qodiee found himself getting infoxieated, and his limbs
hecoming powerless; soon aflerwards he hecame insensible. — On recovery
he discovered that he had heen robbed of the money he had about his
person, as well as of the new coat he purposed wearing on appearing
before his expected bride.”

A

The acensed was hereupon tracked from place to place most perseveringly
by Mr. Charde, the Police Superintendent of Rhotuck, from British tern-
tory into Native ferritory, and viee persd, then back into the Jheend and
Nabha Stafes, to Laharoo and Patowdee in the estates of the Nuwabs of
those places, thenee #0 Futtiabad in Hissar, and then to Hissar itself, whero
it was ascertained he had recently poisoned a Bishnoe and robbed his camel,
was arrested for it on suspicion, but had escaped from the Police lock-up
(cide Hissar). * At Hissar was found Roorn’s favorite walking stick,
which his vietim  Qodmee at once recognized, and this circumstance
removed all doubt that the eseaped prisoner was the identical Roora whom
the Rhotuck Police were in pursuit of.”  Iere the clue was lost, but as it
was discovered that he ocensionally visited two women, named TLalee and
Sahibee, at Bhurtpore, with whom he had intrigues, and that his wife
Chandnee oceasionally aceompanied him on hig poisoning expeditions, the
research was carvied to Bhurtpore, and he was eventunlly seized by the
Puttinla authoritios at Narnoul “where he was found going about the
bazaar drunk.”’—Taken to Ilissar, ho was there sentenced to 7 years,
as ulready shown under that District ; for the Rhotuck case, two years
more of imprisonment was added to him ; and then on his being tried again
and again in other cases, and convieted five tiwes, his punishment came
{Lup at length, to a period of 19 years in transportation.
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[ He had been tried at Goorgnon, previous to the above events for a similar

offence at Kinouj (date of oceurrence not given,) and being acquitfed was
sent under escort to Jegpore o he tried for another case committed in
that ternitory =but while < rounte he drugged his guards and eseaped !
He was probably assisted on this Tafter oceasion,—for he had asked {o be
allowed to enter his own house whieh lay on the way, and permitted to
do <o, had browght away some sweetmeats from i, which hv\n-g:nl to eat
and offered some to his guavds by way of acknowledgment of their kind-
ness :—*They at first declined, bt seeing himeat, they at last took some
i t‘ll‘, .'”Nl lll' CONrse soon (ll'ﬂplﬂ'll hl'llsl‘l"ﬁﬁ on ‘Il(“ l'ﬂn‘lll..’ It wis “l.\'
desive to have the man ~ent o Jeypore to be fried there for this and the
former ease of ocenrrence mhat territory, my aim being to have him made
altogether impotent for futare misehicl by « sentence for Uifi-; bat it was
thonght by the Toeal authorities that he might again eseape on the way, so
Dthat he was sent to (6l the term alveady  awarded him, 1 think,
[Lhowever, that he is still in some jail in this country.

A

{ Two cases according to Appendices Tand 1T of the Police Adminisfra-
ftion Report, but dece aceording to the Distriet Report, ez, 2 eases under
*simple wurder by poisoning,” and T under * poizoning with intent to
conmmt vobbery.”  No account of any of them was given,

(The following account of a case of strangulation in Lahore ,is lakem
f/'um o A\'[u crrl /l'tlml‘/ to this ().[/it‘t‘, l'i:.) J— .

(0 VU April 1866 :— The body of « girl was found near Suhunkee,
conecaled ina hollow, with wamistakable marks of strangulation wpon
it. The deccased was about 20 yoars of age, was living with her
{3 pornts, and had loft the howse al dark on the previvus cvewng, for, i
{weas supposed,a purpose of nature, She had ornaments on her porson
Cwhich wcre pot furwnd wpon her corpse. A male rdative avas suspeeted,
[ o had Drasons with other members of the fiamily, and was known, i was
Vsaid, ta have harbonred  somdar intentions i reqard fo the diccased.
CThe velatives and the eillage head-men, howeeer, beliceed that the decd
Vs committed by some persons who were passing throwgh the erllage
Cthat sight from the Thummun Fawr, 1 was further roported of Ahis

case, that the gorl's Dife was taken > in the old Iu-qﬁ'\xuum/ way by the
[ roomal” bat the Deputy Commissioner reported that = there was very
L little grownd - for believing the case to be one of professional Thuggee.”
LIt has not, therefore, been taken into the aceount.)

fration Report. but four according to the District Report, vz, 1 case of

*simple murder by poisoning,” 2 eases of “vobbery effected by poisoning,™

and 1 case of ™ porsoning with infent to commit robbery.”  No account of
Ly of these cases was given,

{ Three eases according to Appendices Tand TIT of the Police Adminis-
|
4
|

[ One case according to Appendices T and TTT, but »lank according to
l the District Report. No account of it was given.
\

One Jotee Kuhar, a one-eyed man, was this year convieted for eases of
poiseming conmited by him in this district in ING1 and 1862, and sen-
teneed o an additional T4 years” transportation, he having previously heen
i sentenced o b years for acase of similar oceurrence in Umritsur in 1863,
((Meyo.—F e Unnitsur in the Statement for 1865).

.

One case according to Appendices Tand ITI, but fwo according to the
District Report under *“simple murder by poisoning.”  No account of
any wis given.

“ simple murder by poisoning.”  No account of it was nurrated.
.

One ease according to Appendices Tand 111, but dlank according to the
District, Report. No account of it was given.

This ease appears in the District Report, under * simple murder by
poisoning.”  No account of it was given,

{ These two enses appear in the District Report, under the heading of
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Three cases aceording to Appendices Tand ITL of the Police Adminis-
(14) JurLum 8 |3 tration Report, but not any according to the Dibtrict Report.  No account
¢ of them was given.
(Shahpore) There was one case in this District according to Appendix FIT of the
DSRUAPOTE) oo 2o+ | +se | Police Administration Report, but which is considered to be a mistake,
as Appendix I and the District Report were blank.
One case according to Appendix T, feo cases according to, Appendix 1IT,
(15) GoosraT 1 and wot any according to the District Report. Ny account of the case
here returned was given.

One care according to Appendices I and 111, but #of any according to

(16) GoosraNwatea .| 1 "
the District Report.

{ No cases according {0 Appendices T and IIT of the Police Adminis-

(Mooltur) ... tration Report, but two according to the District Report under * murder
by puison for plunder ”  No account of them was given.
17) PESHAWUR Seven cases according to Appendices . [ and TII, but not any according
{7 ' 7 to the District Report. ° No aceount of them was narrated.

PUNJIAB—concluded

Three cases according to Appendices I and III, but the District Report

was blank ! Wo account of them was given.

(15) Muzara | 3

Tn the District Report, 3 cases appear under “ poisoning with
intent to commit robbery.” No account of them was stated.

No cases aceording {o Appendices T and TTT of the Police Adminis-
{ration Report, but one case according to the District Report under the
classification of *simple murder by poisoning.” No account of it was
given. ’
t=]

(Dera Ghazee Khan) o | ...

{
{
(19) Bu~noo .. 2 {

13 | 19 Dusrrrcrs 1h These cases include one additional case obtained from a Special Report
(vide Hissar), and they accord, too, with the number to be gleaned from
Appendix LI of the Police Administration Report, but are one wore
than the number given in Appendix L.

DBul they do not accord, as will hare been pereeived, with the number
of cases given under the Districl  Reports  embodied in the Police
Admnistration Report. In the District Reports, the erime undergoes
four clansifications, and is detailed as follows, vz, :—

OTAL

Murder by poison for plunder ... v b Cases.
Simple murder by poisoning .. w160,
Robbery cffected by poisoning ... e 6,
Poisoning with intent to commit robhery . B

ToraL NUMBER OF CasEs ... 32

According to the above, there were 21 eases of murder by poisoning,
and not only docs the total number of cases here shown, differ from the
number recorded in Appendices [ and 111, but according to Table A of
the Police Administration Report, a further diserepancy is apparent, the
number of cases of murder by poison being there stated to have been
15 only!

Again,—according to Table A, the following would seem to be the
5 0 . . . v,
dotail of poisoning cases in 1866, viz. :—

Murder by poison as above ... 15 Cases.
Hurt by means of poison or stupefying drug 44,
Poisoning for plunder ... NS w1

”
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According to this aceount, the grand total would seem to amount o as
many as 60 cases 3 aceording to the District Reports, the cases would be 32
only 5 according to Appendix T they would be $5, iz, *hurt by means
of poison or stupefying drug with intent to cause murder,” £1 cases, and
“ poisoning for plunder,” 1 ease; and lastly, according to Appendix I, they
would amount to #1!

But. while with the exeeption of one ease of * poisoning for plunder”
entered in Appendix HI ot the Police Administration Report, t\n- total
number of eases in that Appendix agree with the total number given in
Appendix T, 7he cases themsclecs, which are detailed for each Distriet in
Appendix TTL would, when totalled, come up to 461 In the uneertainty
ennsed by these diserepancies, the number of eases which have been detailed
for cach District in Appendin 1 ot the Police: Admmistration Report, s
the number which ix adbered to in the present Statement, with the addi-
. tion to it only of the extra cases in Hissar obtained from a Speeial Report.
to this Oflice.

Ithe two cases of “ murder hy poison” noticed under Mooltan are taken
into the account, the {otalling would undergo a further change ! Why were
those cases loft ont ¢

Appendix TIT of  the Police Administration: Report, shows that 29
persons were convicted in the Theases of “hurt by means of poison of=
stupelfymg drag, with mtent to commit murder” of oceurrencein 1866,
and 3 persons i 1 ease of ** poisoning for plunder:™ but as shown wnder
Goordaspore, it would seem that the Iatter  theee, inelude one wman
reckoned twiee over, mz., Jotee, the one-eyed poisoner, who was tried in two
cases of ocenrrence in 1861 and 1862, so that the total number of con-
vietd persons in cases for 1866, would perhaps amount to 30.

According to Table A, and to both Appendices of the Police Adminis-
tration  Repot, there was no case of thuggee prup()-/y so-called, and
perhaps the case recorded in the remarks for Laliote may not, under the
present information of 1t, be ealled a case of real thuggee,

PUNJIAB—concluded.

The following ease of occwrrenee in the contiguous Native State of
Jheend, m 1866, was tred 7 Awrnad, a Distriet of the Punjab, and i«
therefore here recounted as another instanee of powsoning Hackery Drivers
' such as has heen recorded in the present. Statement, under Hissar in the
Punjab, and Bandaor in the North-Western Provinees,—and under Rhotuch
and other places in the Statements for 1864 and 1865, »ez.:—

On the 30th of January 1866, one Bualakee reported at - the Paneeput,
Station, that a person had hived his eart from Puttinla to Jheend, and
that when he had gone about 8 koss from Jheend, the traveller who had
hired the cart, administered some dhutoora to him, and after he heemme
insensible the man went off with his cart and ballocks.  The eriminal in
this ease, by name Gopal, was intercepted by the Police while crossimg
the Jupma River with the cart and bullocks in - the ferey hoat at the Sun-
howlee Ferry. The vietnn's shoes and gt were also found in- his pos-
session, and he was thereupon sentenced to 7 vears” tramsportation.

(fond of the Punjab)

( TapLe . or TnE PoLicE ApWINISTRATION RFPoRT :—* Murder by
poison,” one ease. No account of it was given.

1X%seeeror Generar oF Pornier:—*There was a ease of robbery after
administering poisonous drugs; it appears to have been committed by a
man, on three masons of the Raulway work with whom he was then living.
i | The Distriet Superintendent has not included i in his Table of  erimes,
"L under the head of roblery, but it has been inserted under that heading
" lin this Report.  The Police failed in this case, which does not appear
J to have been one of professional poisoning.”

14 | (1) JUBBULPORE 2 ,
SPECIAL REPoRT:—*“ 24th April 1866.—Some dhutoora was mixed with
some afa,which was eaten by three masons employed on the Puryut Bridge,
o Enst Indian Railway. Suspicion fell on a wan named Sheilh Qomur,
who oceupied the same tent, but, nothing could be proved against Lim.”

No farther account of it was given.

(MEMo.—There are indications from other insances of erime in the
neighbourhood of Jubbulpore, both before and subsequent to the above
erime, which lead to a belief that a professional poisoner was concerned
Lin the above case.)

CENTRAL PROVINCES.

—

Crd. }1 4| 1 Dstricr . el 2
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(The following case taken from the Police Administration Report,
is here mevely adverted to, in passing on, fz.:—* In the fifth case of
murder) committed for the sake of robbery, both husband and wife were
Sound strangled in their house. It was at first returned as a dacoily
(l) JuBBULIORE,~contd.... with murder, but the Magistrale expressing his opinion that there weas
positive proof of its being murder and ot dacoity, the case is transferred
to the former heading.  Four (out of secen persons supposed lo be
implicaled in this case) weve arrested and sent up for trial, but were
acquitted by the Magistrate.)”
. . . g . 3 . O
(A case is given ina “Statement of cases of Thugeee,” received from
the Deputy Commissioner of  Seonce, of the seizuve and punishment of
(Seonve) ... o1 ... 14 some professional eriminals who were going allout the country as Mool-
knee Bunjarahs (who are a class of dacoits)  Bub il was obviously nei-
ther a thuggee or a poisoning case ; it is, however, nwentioned in passing on.
This has heen returned in Table T1. of the Police Administration Report,
(3) Batroow,,. e 1 as a case of murder by poison, but it was not alluded to in the review
l of the District.  No account of it was given or reported to this Office.
Porice ApmiNisTRATION REPORT :—“In the case of murder by poison,
~ the defendant, the son of a Malgoozar; of Mogia in the Bhundara Civele,
N (3) Biuuynara 1 was senfenced to death.”—This ease  was  also  included in Table H.

| It wonld not seem to have been a case of professional crime, but no ac-
(Lecount of it was commmunicated.

i

\ ( Touick ApwrzistraTioN REporr:—“In a case of attempt at murder
by poisoning, the defendant was  punished with imprisonment.”  No
further account of this case was given.

INsPECTOR GENERAL oF LoLick :—%There was one ease of {heft by ad-
ministering stupefying drags.  This occwrred in the Wardah Distriet,
and was the work of professional poisoners, who, T am glad to say, were
apprehended, eonvicted, and sentenced to 5 years’ imprisonment.”

This latfer ease was specially reported to this Office. Two persons, athan
and his servant, were {ravelling in a eart with o considerable sum of
money from Racpore to Arvee. At the Telunkheree Tank at Nagpore,
i they foll in with two other travellers, with whom they journeyed as far
as Tulleygamm near their destination, and there they all cooked their meal
in a kind of garden. When all had nearly dined, the strangers pressed
the two fravellers to partake of some of their curry orchutney.  In half
an hour after eating it they both beeame insensible, and while in- this
state were robbed of their money.  © That same night both eriminals were
canehi at the Salwaree outpost, and in their possession was found a bag’
of money which amounted to exactly the same sum which the travellers
had been robbed of, R, 748-8, while the other poisoner was found
wearing the shoes which belonged o another of the men.”  In their
possession was found some chalncy, but this on being analysed, was
declared hy the Chemieal Examiner, not to contain any deleterious thing.
The ease was n®vertheless a very elear one, and both poisoners were sen-
teneed fo 5 years’ rigorons imprisonment and a fine of 50 rupees. Their
names were Burrum Dutt and Gungadeen 3 and the latter was supposed
in this Department, to be identical with a man who had in 1861, com-
mitted o similar act of crime in the Humeerpore District in whiel
three persoifs were poisoned.

NTRAL PROVINCES—esnt

CE

(1) Wetknan C e 2

[

Meyo.—Tt should seem that there were teo cases in this Distriet, one
heing an attempt to mmrder by poison and the other a robbery by poison:—
in one 1 defendant, in the other 25 but neither are mentioned in Table H.
of the Police Administration Report, except they should be included under
some other of the crimes enumerated in that Table.

|
|
{

4 Disrricrs: . 6 Povrci ApMiNsTRATION REPgRrT :—" Murder by thugs, blank ; murder
by poison, 3 cases against 1 in 1865.”

Torar, | 14

Txsrecror (GeNERAL oF Portck:—* Murders by poison increased by
9 cases, but there was no case of murder by professional poisoners.”




REMARKS.

The Polico Administration Report does not show how many cases of
poisoning, without murder, took place in the Central Provinees in 1866.
From the remark against the case in Jubbulpore of the poisoning of
3 masons, to the effect that it had been included under the heading of
robbery, and from the circumstance that sl the cuse of *attempt to
murder by poixon” and that of the “robliery by poison” in the Wurdah
Distriet, did not appear in Table H. of the Police Administration Roport,
under any distinet heading, it is believed that cases of poisoning which
did not result in the death of any of the drugged partics, were included in
Table . under the heading of either * robbery” or * robbery with hurt or
deadly weapons “—aof the former of which there were 47 cases, and of the
latter 8 in the Central Provinees in 1866; but it would be convenient, it
all eases of poisoning, off whatever nature, were placed under a distinet
column, and u classification of them given in the body of the Report.

Tt will he observed that mention was mado in the Police Administration
Report of 6 cases only, which ix the number given in the present State-
nment. Three of {hose cases were attended with murder, and there was
besides, 1 case of the murder of 2 persons by strangulation which may or
wmay 1ot have been the deed of professional eriminals (vide Jubbulpore.)

(End of Centrad Provinces.)

Exeept that in North Areot “ four eases of robhery by drugging men
were brought to light during the year in this Distriet, and committed to
Court, but the prosecution was unsueeessful,” the evime is o where elso
distinetly mentioned in the Criminal Statisties for Madras for 1866.

L)

The Tables of Statisties for Madras, exhibit that 212 cases of murder,
311 of griceows hurt, and 202 of Kurt, took place  during the years
and some of these, were no doubt effected by means of - poison, parti-
cularly some of the two last of the series, the Sections ot the Indian
Penal Code under which the whole number of those cases were investiga-
ted, comprising those particular Sections (321, 325, 326 and 328,) which
provide for cases of hurt by poison or deleterions drugs; but the actual
nwnber of such cases cannot, be gathered from those Tables.

Pouice Amsunistrarion Reporr :—* No cease of {huggoee was reported
during the year.  But scveral cases of roblery by drugging with
dhutoora, were brought o light and were prosceuted during the current

”
year,

(Iond of Mudras.)
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{ TakeN rroM THE CrIME TasLE:—" One chse of causing hurt by means
of poison, &e., with intent (o commit an offence under Section 328, Iudian
Penal Code.”  No aceount of it was given in the Crime Report.

The following case is here only noticed in passing on :—

¥ SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLick:—* In one case of murder, the accuscd
was discharged by the Assistant Mayistrate. A fisherman of Sonee-
poor in the Thusra Division was missing, and on enquivy evidence was
adduecd to the cffect that ke had been murdered by one Jussoo Jalum.
Some bones and « skull, supposed to be those of the missing man, were
Sound ncar the river Myhee. The trying Magistrate, however, dis-
Missed the case, there being mo proof of the missing man having been

O e,

\murdered, nor of the identity of the remains.

One of these two cases is faken from a * Statement of cases of thuggee”
received from the local Magistrate, and the other from the District Crime

Report, viz :—

lr

(1) 30th October 1866 : “ Hazzarce, son of Hingna, his wife and 2 sots,
! were proceeding from  Hindoostan to Parola, and had halted at Palasnair,
when they were joined by a stranger who induced them to let him accom-
pany them. Ontheir way they cooked their food and sat to cat it, when
the stranger gave them some chutney to cab; they eventually became
intoxicated, and whilst in that state, they were robbed of 8} rupees.” (Vide
a chutney case in Wurdah under the Central Provinces.)
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i NUMBER OF CASES.

<o

REMARKS,

.

( (2) SUPERINTENDENT OF PoLICE:—“The sixth case of attempt to murder
occurred at Bhurgaum, Pimpulnair Division, one the 12th December. One
Hurree, son of Nahar Singh, Rajpoot, proceeded to the house of Maynee,
the wife of one Govind Geer Gosain, in her absence, and mixed poison-
ous drugs in her flour. Hurree was upprehended and sent for trial to the
full power Magistrate, but was discharged for want of proof.”

The Crime Report for Khandeish, also gives the following case,
12th March 1866 :—*“The body of a man was found lying by the side of
the road between Yawull and Atrawul.  From the marks of burns on the
body, it was concluded that the man had been murdered. Tt was discover-
ed to be the body of & man named Zendia Chamhar of Shirsad, and on
information given by Mahada, Gungajeo and Mowjee® (Chamhars,) the last
two being eye-witnesses of the murder, arrested three other Chamhars as
the perpetrators of the crime. They were sent for trial to the full power
Magistrate in charge of the District, but were discharged for want of
sufficient evidence” (MEM0.—1¢ seems from the evidence, that the so-called
eye-witnesses merely desired to implicate some obnoxious caste people.
A man is seldom killed out-right from burns, except received in a con-
Magration ; and from some similar instances in other places, e. g., case
No.3under Monghyr in Bengal,in the Statement for 1865, it scems more
probable that the man was poisoned, fell into the fire where he had cooked
his food, and then wandered about unconsciously to the spot where kis bod,
was discovered. But this is here stated only for as much as it s worthk,
Sfor the case is not included in the present Statement.)

The Statement of cases of thuggee received from Khandeish, contained
another case of so-called * thuggee,”—but it has not been accepted
as such, and is only here described in passing on, viz. :—

.

SUPERINTENDENT OF Porter:—*“The ninth murder took place at Toowurk-
hera on the 16th August. The circumstances attending this extraordinary
case are as follow:—On the day in question one Tapee, wife of Tewajee, pro-
ceeded to a neighbour's house, leaving her infant, aged about 21 days, in
the charge of her daughter, 9 years old, and on her retarn found the
infant missing. Her danghter told her that another woman named Bheemee
had taken away the child, saying her mother had sent forit. The dead body
of the infant was found buried under Bheemee's cot.  On Leing questioned,
sho said that having no child, she consulted a wandering Gooroo, by namo
(ropal Dass, who told her that if she would bring him an infant, he would
ensure her having offspring.  She accordingly brought Tapee’s infant,
which the Gooroo took tugether with some lemons in his arms and turned
round Bheemee seven (imes. e then buried the infant under her cot,
and for the performance of this ceremony received from her one rupee.
Both the Gooroo and Bheemee were committed to the Sessions, but were
acquitted for want of sufficient evidence. On the man Gopaul Dass’
acquittal T again arrested him and referred the case to the General Superin-
tendent of Thuggee and Dacoity, fecling sure that Gopaul Dass was a
professiona! Thug. Colonel Hervey directed the prisoner to be sent to tho -
Assistant General Superintendent at Indore, and the last [ heard regarding
him was, that he was not acknowledged in the place to which he stated
he belonged.” (MEMo.—LHe mentioned] the nidmes of acquaintances at
Kotah, and stated that he resided there, but was repudiated at that place.
e died of cholera.)

(Four other cases of poisoning are mentioned in the Crime Report for
Khandeish, one by meens of arsenic, and three with pounded glass, but
these were merely atlempts on the part of wives, summarily to get rid
Lof their husbands by poisoning their food.)

a

" The following is hero only noticed in passing on :—

SUPKRINTENDENT OF PoLIcE:—* The third case of murder was committed
on the 16th September. One Joora Ibrahim, a cart driver in_the emp]oy
of Mr. Stewart, purchased a lot of arsenic in the town, and mixed 1t in
the food of one of his fellow-scrvants, whom he suspected of being too
intimate with his wife. 7%e consequence of this was that two men and
a boy died, but a peon who was also poisoned, recovered. That there was
|Lno conviction in this case ww, no fault, of the Police.”

 The following cases are recorded in the Crime Report for this District,
and are also only noticed without being taken into the Statement, viz. :—

) (1). “A man had poison administered to him while ill, purgorting to
bo medicine, from the effects of which he died. There was not sufficient

Lproof against the perpetrators to causo their committal.”
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{ (2). “A similar case to the last. The crime could not bo proved
against tho accused, and was therefore discharged by the Magistrate.”

" Tho following case was given in a “Statement of cases of Thuggee "
received from the local Magistrate, but as it was not stated how it was
commmitted, whethgy Ly poison or by some other means, it is here only
noticed in passing/\ mlyix not included in the Statement, viz. :—

No one was

Both

“ Nassick Town : implicated 2 Fcrs(ms; arrested 2.
murdered.  This was only a case of attempt to commit murder.
{parties have been sentenced cach to 2 years’ rigorous imprisonment.”

an offence, 3 cases; apprehended § persons ; discharged 5, (four males and

CRIME TABLE :—* Administering poisonous drugs with intent to commit
one female.”) No uccount of these cases was given.

These cases comprise all that ean he gleaned from the different Police
Reports received in this Office, from the Bombay Presidency, not reckon-
ing the 10 exceptional eases noticed above in the column of Remarks). e -

Tt scems very probable, however, that some further cases of poisoning
took place in t{lc Districts of that Presidencyy=for the Crime Tables for
the Districts comprising the Northern Polico Division, for instance, show
that besides several cases of murder, cerlain other cases were investigated
wider the Sections of the Indian Penal Code (324, 325 and 326,) but
only one case under 328, (vide Kaira,) which provide for “Aurt” by poison
as well as by other means ; but as it was not specified how many were
cases of poisoning, their number cannot be here shown.  No Crime Table
or_any District Reports were regeived for the Southern Division, but
only blank Statements of cases of#l:lluggeo properly so called.

(Fnd of Bombay).

MYSORE.
Unknown.

UNKNOWN ...

Unknown.

1

Office for Mysore, from which eases, coming under the present Statement,
might have been collected.

A Blank Return of cases of Thuggee proper, was received from the Offise

{ No Police Administration Report or Crime Tables were received in this
| Re ase
L of the Judicial Commissioner for Mysore and Coorg.

(Xnd of Mysore).

Not specified.

HYDRABAD ASSIGNED DIST.

Not SPECIFIED

Not specified.

( »No mention is made in the Police Administration Report for these
Districts, of any cases of poisoning distinctly as suchp=but among the
several Sections of the Indian Penal Code under which it was shown that
97 casen of hurt and four of gricvows hurt were investigated, appear

{ those particular Sections thereof (:32%. 325, 326 and 328) which specially
provide for poisoning cascs, showing that some must have occurred.
Six cases of murder and three of attempts to murder, are also stated ;
but how many of all of these were cases of poisoning, cannot he;e‘be
shown.

(End of Hydrabad Assigned Districts).

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE ;

DELHI,

The 9tk May 1868.

CHAS. HERVEY, Colone,
General Supdt. of Operations for the
Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoity.






- ABSTRACT STATEMENT of reported gases of poisoning throughout British Territory in
the year 1866, as gathered from the several Police Administration Reports and
from other séurces:—

Bengal e v 23 cases.
North-Western Provinces ... v B0,

Oudh S LR )
Punjap -+ ... v A5,

Central Provinces N

Madras None specified.

Bombay ... 6 cases.

Mysore ... Unknown.

IIydrabad Assigned Districts None specified.

Total of reported cascs, cxclusive of three provinces ... 150 -

[ ]

MEeno0.—No uniform account having been given of the Police action in these cases, how many person's
died from the effects of the poison which had been administered to them, or any other usual particulars, no
detailed account thereof can here be shown, but the Remarks will be found to contain more or less information
on the subject. For the reasons therein explained, it is concluded that many more cases of the crime of

poisoning took place throughout the countr); than is here returned.
The column of Remarks also notices some cases which are other than those here returned.

Three cases of murder by strangling have also been noticed in the column of Remarks, viz., onc in Bengal,

one in Lahore, and one in Jubbulpore.

GENERAL SUPERINTENDENT'S OFFICE ; CIHAS. HERVEY, Colonel,
DELIILI, General Supdt. of Operations for the

The 9tk May 1868. Suppression of Thuggee and Dacoily.







APPENDIX IL
Accompanying Thuggee Statement for 1866, being Ertract paras 3 to 24 from

the Report on the Detective Department as contained in the Police Adminis-
tration Report for Bengal for 18G6.

¢ In the investigation of the poisoning cases, the Department worked chicfly on informa-
tion obtained in 1865, with the objeet of detecting the accomplices of the men who had been
suecessfully prosceuted in Monghyr and Bhaugulpore.”

“ Three men belonging to the Bhaugulpore gang, Boodhoo, Phooloo, and Nunkoo, were
arrested by the Speeial Tnspeetor, and sent up to the Magistrate of Bhaugulpore, who com-
mitted ¢hem for trial to the Court of Sessions, as they were implicated in the Colgong case, |
mentioned in page 139 of the Police Report for 1865.  The Judge in that case recorded that
¢ the Assessors, after expressing their horror at the disclosures made by the confessing partics,
¢ gave their own opinion' that Boodhoo, Phooloo, and Nunkoo were cqually guilty of the

¢ charges.” ”

¢« The two men, Rajbullub and Sookrun, who proved themselves so useful in bringing to
light so many cases last year, were unable to restrain themselves this year.  In endeavouring
to curich themselves they have met the punishment which they so richly deserved.  They had
confessed to having drugged and robbed two women in the hazaar f Toolsheepore ;~-when
two of their gang, Bugbnt and Lakha, were with them, and that Lakha had taken a faney to
a highly ornamented bamboo /latlee, or, stick, which he had appropriated to himsclf. The
Speeial Inspector, finding Tiakha’s n’tm(‘ mentioned in so many confessions, scarched his
house at Parthoo, in the Patna District, and found there a quantity of suspicions property ;
and, amongst them, a handsome stick, which Rajbullub declared was the one he had obtained
at Toolsheepore.  The Special Inspeetor then proceeded to Toolsheepore and ascertained that
two women, Dhurshance and Choonee, had heen drugged and robbed about cight months ago.
These two women stated that three travellers had put up in the house of Kharoo Moodee;
they came Lo their house and proposed passing the night with them. In the cvening, when the
men came, Choonee was cooking ; they sent her to purchase some liquor, and Dhurshance had
oceasion to go out at the same time 5 and they helieve the men must have taken this opportu-
nity of poisoning their food ; for shortly after they had caten their dinner, they became insen-
sible, and remained in this state for two or three days.  When they recovered their senscs,
they found themselves robbed of every thing they possessed. These women, before the Magis-
trate, recognized Rajhullub, Sookrun, and Bhugbut, as the three travellers who had heen to
their Liouse on the night in question ; and also identified the stick found in Lakha’s house,
and stated that they had purchased the stick from Beerbul of the same village, who, in hLis
evidence before the Magistrate, clearly recognized the stick, and deseribed the ornameutal
work on it. 1le further stated that he had sold the stick to Dhurshanee.  The Magistrate
made Rajbullub and Sookrun Queen’s Witnesses, sending up Bhugbut for trial. Tt appears,
however, that Bhughut had paid Sookryn and Rajbullub & hundred Rupees, and these men,
without actually falsifying the case gave contradictory cvidence, helieving the Court would
acquit the prisoner Bhughut.  But their conduct was brought to the notice of the Court, and
{he contradictions were so palpable and wilful, that the Judge convieted Rajlullub and
Sookrun on their own confessions, corroborated by the facts ascertained on these confessions ;
and Bhugbut, on the evidence of the two women, which corrohorated the evidence of Rajbul-

1ub and Sookrun. They were cach sentenced to ten years” imprisonment. The lesson rcad

in this case to Queen’s Witnesses will, it is to be hoped, prove salutary.”

« Takha Doshad was subscquently arrested at Patna by the Police, on information fur-
nished to the Superintendent by this Office. After his arrest, the District Superintendent
geed and robbed onc Bhekah Passin ; and the Magis-

sent him up on a charge of having dru
The Judge, however, discredited the

trate of Patna committed him for trial to the Sessions.
evidence of Bhckah Passin, and the Jury released the prisoner.”
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“ On learning that Takha was about to be released, application was made to the Magis-
trate of Bhaugulpore, bringing to his notice that Lakha had bcen concerngd in a case of
Dacoity at Colgong, and had broken Jail; and also that there was evidence against him in the
Toolshecpore case. Takha was accordingly transferred from Patna to Bhaugulpor® The
Magistrate of Bhaugulpore committed him for tréal on a charge of Dacoity at Colgong; und
of drugging and robbing the two women at Toolshcepore. At the trial, Lakha pleaded guilty
to both charges, and was scntenced to seven years’ rigorous imprisonment for the first, and
seven years’ for the second case.”

“ In paragraph 166 of the Police Report for 1865, Lakha is correctly deseribed as onc
of the Surdars or Chicfs of the gang of Poisoncrs in the Patna District. The gangs in that
District remained untonched, and several cases of Poisoning had been recently reported, in
which the Police had failed to discover the perpetrators. Lakha, at the same time, offcred’ to
assist the Police in the detection of his gang. Application was accordingly made to tlie
Government for permission to make Lakha over to the Police, for detective purposes in the
Patna District. By Government letter No. 476, dated the 19th of January 1867, the proposal
was sanctioned, and Lakha was sent to Patna in charge of the Special Inspector. The prisoner
was taken before the Joint Magistrate, where he detailed the circumstances connected with
eight cases of robbery by means of Drugging, some of which were attended with murder.”

“ It may be here remarked, that investigations founded on information furuished by
prisoners arc attended with great difficulty. First, there is a strong prejudice against acting
on statements made by a convicted felon ;—inexperienced Magistrates, who have no practical
knowledge of the Criminal class, are unreasonably scnsitive on this point. In every country
in the world, the evidence of accomplices is made usc'of when a gang or association of crimi-
nals is sought to be destroyed. Such cvidence, if corroborated, is always regarded as legal
évidenee ; and hundreds of criminals have been convicted and punished on similar evidence.
But the prejudice is so strong, and the often repeated ¢ charges’ of torture, and ¢ moral pressure’
arc so casily credited, that it is very diffieulty for a Police Officer, however anxious he may be to
perform his duty, stcadily to pursuc the object he has in view ; he is assailed on cvery side,
and any judicial Officer has it in his power to record unpleasant remarks, which, however
untrue and unsupported by evidence are, to say the least, cxeecdingly injurious. Again,
Poisoning cases generally do not come to light until after the lupsc of a considerable period
of time—the victims arc generally travellers from different Districts, and often from® distant
Provinces, who not only neglected at the time of oceurrence to give any information to the
Police, but are exceedingly unwilling to come forward, and subject themselves to the harrass-
ment of a double prosecution hefore a Magistrate, and ultimately before the Court of Sessions.
There is, again, the unwillingness of the authorities to credit statcments of recognition after
such a lapse of time.”

“ Lakha stated that in the month of Chyte last, Dharce Sahoo told him that Teluk Sing
was waiting for him ; on his going, he found Teluk Sing scated by a well—which is in a gar-
den at Parthoo—and a traveller was sitting by him,  On sceing Lakha, Teluk Sing got up
and met him, and whispered to him that the traveller had 117 Rupees with him ; and that
TLakha should go on the road with Gowrce, Dahoo, and Roocha, and that he would follow
with the traveller, Lakha did as he was told. After Teluk had joined them, Dharce Sahoo
prepared two lotahs of sherbut ; in one Polon was put; this was given to the traveller, when
he was tired and thirsty. They went a little further, when the traveller said he felt giddy and
strange, and wished to go into a village which was closc by. Teluk Sing then remarked ©if-
he goes to the village, we shall find it difficult to rob him ; we must put an end to his life.
Teluk Sing and the rest murdered him by squeczing his privato parts, while Lakha watched
that no person approached ; after he was dead, the gang helped themselves to the 117 Rupees
he had, and threw the body into the river Punpun.”

“ The Special Inspector learnt that his case had been investigated by the Police last year,
when Boroo Gwala was committed to the Sessions on a charge of having murdered the travel-



ler, but was released.  On examining the record of the case, the Speeial Inspector found that
three men, namgd Ieramun Brahmin, Bijlee Dosad, and Bodic Dosad had testified at the
investigation, that they had scen Teluk and others throw a body into the river. @c Chow-
keedar of the village Sychur had also stated, that Teluk had shewn him the hody, and had
preveated his giving information at the Thangh. The Special Tnspector also ascertained, on
enquiry, that there was no doubt whatever, that Teluk Sing had made away with the body of
the traveller. * The corroborative cvidence heing good, the Special Inspector sent up Teluk
Sing for trial, naming the wituesses Tleramun, Bijlee and Bodie Dosad, and the Chowkeedar of
Syebur, as corroborative cvidence. The Magistrate at the time had eredited this cvidence,
and had summoned Teluk for concealing evidence by making away with the body.”

“ In this case it was necessary to take the evidenee of Takha., The Joint Magistrate of
Patna did so on the 1st of April, but subscquently declared he had done so under a mistake ;
nnd'wrot,c a long explanation why TLakha should not be made o Queen’s Witness under Sece-
tion 209. e re-cxamined the witnesses who Tad deposed in the first investigation ; declared
their cvidence untrustworthy, beecause the Deputy Magistrate had discharged Teluk after
Baroo Gwalla bad been released by the Court of Sessions; and also urged that the cvidence
of the witnesses named by ¢ the Special Inspector was apparently rejected as untrustworthy,
or even concocted evidence.”  The Joint Magistrate also speeulated on the motives which may
have induced Lakah to confess.”

“ It is not material to the case what were Lakal'’s motives in confessing.  The real ques-
tion was, whether the case was true or false? The corroborative evidence had been acted
upon by the Magistrate in the first investigation, when on that evidence he had summoned
Teluk. At that time no one suspeeted that Teluk was privy to the Murder: the impression
then was, that Borroo was the murderer® and it is not surprising that the cvidence of the
Chowkeedar and the three witnesses were then regarded as uncomnected, and therefore sus-
picious and inconsistent.  The confession of Lakha threw a light on that cvidence, which now
was perfectly consistent and trathful. Tt appearced to the Police, that there was primd facie
evidence against Teluk, and that the charge was sufliciently established to warrant a commit-
ment.  The Joint Magistrate, however, thought otherwise, and rcleased the prisoncr, without

making any fresh investigation into the case.”

“In another case, Lakha stated that he, and his gang, last year, had drugged a Rajpoot
at Panapore, when on his way from Midnapore to Chuprah.  The Special Inspector, after
some delay, ascertained that one Tokun Roy was returning home from Midnapore with pro-
perty belonging to his son Rowshun Roy, who had been employed in the Police of that
District as a constable, but who had dicd there, and whose cflects had been made over to
him by the District Superintendent of Midnapore. Lakha stated that he had made the
articles over'to the same Teluk Sing who belonged to the gang.  The Special Inspector, find-
ing that Teluk Sing was implicated in the case of murder, and that there was cvidence to
show he had disposed of the boay, procceded to search Teluk Sing’s house, and found a quan-
tity of suspicious property. Tokun Roy claimed certain of these articles. Application had
heen made to the District Superintendent of Midnapore to know if Rowshun had been a Consta-
ble in the Midnapore Police, and if his cffects had heen made over to his father Tokun Roy.
The District Superintcudent in his Jetter, dated 7th May 1866, sent a list of the property
which had been made over to Tokun Roy.  In that list two brass thalas arc mentioned, which
were found on Tetuk Sing.  There is a great deal said about the impossibility of recognizing
brass plates; but a platc which a native uses cvery day of his life, he can identify quite as
well as any gentleman will tell his hat, or his gloves. In this instance, however, the thalas
are peculiar to the Midnapore District, and cannot he casily procured in Behar ; and the Sub-
Tuspector and two constables of Midnapore, who had lived with Rowshun, 4nd had dail:z/ usc'd
the plates, clearly identified them.  There is the direct evidence of Lakha corroborated in this
satisfactory manner, and there is the fact that this very Teluk Sing was conncct'cd w1tl’1’ the
mysterious murder of Heramun : the Joint Magistrate, however, discharged the prisoner.

« Takha further stated that cighteen months ago, Gawree, Dahoo, Roocha, and Purtab
Gwala followed a man connceted with the Post Office.  On their reaching Pursa, they offered
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to drink with the traveller.  IIe purchased some liguor, and they all drank.  Lakha then
hought some more liquor, and in the cup which he gave the traveller, managgdeto drop dhatoora ‘
powder, ygpich took cffeet hefore they had proceeded far, and the traveller became giddy and
fell. The gang took from him a gold kordkanee, a rupee, and a dhootee.”

“ On enquiry, the Special Inspector ascertained that a peon in the post Office, employed
at Baktcarpore, had been drugged and robbed. With the assistance of the Post Master of
Baukipore, the peon, named Ramohotar, was sent for : his story corroborated Lukha’s state-
ment.  Ile stated that in the month of Kartic or Assin, he was returning from his father
Unritlall with a goat ; on the road he fell in with four or five men, who gave him something
to drink with liquor, and on his hecoming inscnsible, robbed him of a waist chain.”

“ The case had excited attention amongst the people conneeted with the Post Office at
the time of its occurrence ; and the Special Inspector learnt that Bolaki Hurkura had ‘scen
Ramobotar, while sutfering from the cffects of the drugged spirits.  1n this case, the Special
Inspector suceceded in arresting one of the gang, Pertab Gwala, and sent him up for trial, on
the evidenee of Lakha and of Ramobotar, who positively identified him as one of the men who
had drugged him.  There was evidence also adduced to shew that Lakha and Pertab Gwala

were associates, and usually scen in company with cach other.”

“ The Magistrate in this casc discharged Pertah Gwala, and committed Lakha for trial
to the Sessions, on his own confessions, having refused to make him Queen’s witness against
Pertab (iwala. The case was brought to the notice of Gevernment.  Lakha was aequitted by.
the Court of Sessions, and was sent back to the Department to be employed for detective

purposes.”
L

“ Lakhain his confession further stated that he and Metoo Doshad and others of his gang
had drngged a washerman at Digah, and had robbed him of a pair of gold carrings and some
sweetmeats, and other catables.  On enquiring amongst the washermen at Digah, the Special
Inspector aseertained that one of them, named Bola Dhoba, had been drugged.  The washer-
man, on being traced, stated that about two years ago, when going to his father-in-law’s
house, he purchased some liquor at a grog-shop, near Digah, and journcyed in company with
four or five men.  That, leaving the liquor on the road, he went ashort distance, to answer a
call of nature.  Ile returned and drank the liquor, and went back to the shop, and ashed for
a chelum of tobacco. Two men sitting at the shop gave him a chelum to smoke.  Soon after
he felt giddy, and the shop-keeper turned him out of the shop. ILe recolleets leaving the
shop, and the two travellers following him, and that he fell down senscless when he came
near a garden. The washerman recognized Lakha and Metoo Doshad, and declared, he had
been drugged by means of the tobacco which the two men had given him to smoke. It was
also evident from the statement of Inspector ITurdutt Sing, that the washerman had lodged a
complaint at the Thannah at the time he was drugged ; but unfortunately no records relating
to the casc could he discovered. Tn this case, the Joint Magistrate committed Metoo Doshad
to the Scssions, without examining Lakha as a witness on whose confession the case had been
brought to the notice of the Police ; but, while doing so, he stated in his remarks, that he
did so with much hesitation.” The Jury acquitted *the prisoner, becanse the Judge did not
consider the identification of the prisoncr by his victim sufticient; and because he had not
given a descriptive roll at the time. If the cvidence of the traveller who has been drugged,
corroborates the.confession of onc of the gang, such evidence has been considered sufficient
for conviction in a number of cascs confirmed by the Iigh Court. It is also possible for a
man, belonging to the class of Bola Dhoba to recognize a fellow traveller after the lapse of
two years, though he may fail to give a descriptive roll of the man, according to rule and
compass.” .

“There are a great number of other cases in which Lakha’s confessions have been corro-
borated by enquiries made on his statements ; these cases arc pending further enquiry. An-
other member of the same gang, named Dahoo, (who has since been arrested) has confessed
before the Magistrate of Chuprah, to a number of cases, which were also mentioned by Lakha..



. i

The informabion furm<hied by Takha and Dahoo, will enable the Poliee to detect the members
of this mischigvous gang of poisoners.”

“Two cases of drngging travellers had heen made over to the Deteetive Department, at
the requisition of the Ofticiating Deputy Inspector General of the 3rd Cirele.”

“In one of these cases, the Police of Patna made Vizgur Alli prosecutor with three others,
while one Baboo Khan was madg the defendant. The Speeial Tnspeetor Nobokisto Ghose,
after examining flie men who had been drugeed, reported that it was evident to him that
Uzgnur Alli was the prineipal defeudant, and that Baboo Khan belonged to his gang; and the
former had deccived the Police by feigning to have been deagged. The veasons which induced
the Speenal Tuspector to come to this conclusion, were the repeated attempts which Uzgur Alli
made to obtain possession of money, which Kalay khan, onc of the travellers, had in his posscs-
son. 'K:llay khan, after selling some horses, was returning home with the money; at Bulktearpore
hemet Uzgne Alli, who suddenly professed great friendship for him, accompanicd him to Patua,
and secured him lodgings in the City. e then attempted to sell to Kalay khan some gilt brass
ornaments as gold.  Uzgur Alli then induced his friend to advance Rs. 8 to two Debeewallaks,
and also to start with him for Benares.  They were to leave hy the train; and his pretended
servant, Bahoo khan, was: sent on abead to prepare dinner at Uzmut khan’s Serai.  Uzgur
Alli, Kalay khan, and the two Debecwallahs reached the Serai ahont 8 o’clock at night ; Baboo
khan had there cooked dall and riee. The two friends ate ont of one plate, Tut Kalay khan re-
marked that Uzgur Alli did not eat the dall. - The two Debeewallahs and a heggar, who lived
al the Serai, named Bechoo, also partook of the dall and rice.  After eating the food Kalay
Khan complained of fecling giddy, and went to the house of a friend who lived near the Serai,
named Chowdry Sha, where he soon 1;\0:11110 insensible. The two  Debeewallus and Bechoo
also became insensible at the Serai. - Baboo Khan decamped, and his pretended master found it
was his only plan to feign to be himself drugged. e acted his part so well, that he suceceded
i deeciving the Police, who sent him to the Hospital. 1t will he remarked, that Kalay Khan,
by proceeding to the house ol his friend, unconsciously foiled Uzgue Alli in this his second
attempt to obtain possession of his money.  Uzeur Al informed  the Police, that his scrvant
Baboo Khan was the delinguent,—gthat he was an inhabitant of Ghazeepore,—and that
Baboo Khan had robbed hin of a Tloondee for 200 Rupees.  Had the Police enquired where

he had obtained the Hooudee, there 18 no doubt the frich would have been discovered,  Uz-
gur Alli succeeded better in his third attempt to defrand his vietim, e indueed Kalay
Khan to trust him with 10 Rupees, under the pretence that he would sceure Railway Tickets.
Kalay khan believing that Bahoo khan had drugged the party, and that Uzgue Alli was a
“fellow suffever, gave him the 10 Rupees ; with these ten rupees Uzgur AllL decamped. Then
Kalay klran's eyes were opened, and he discovered the character of his pretended friend.  On
learning the above particulars, an experieneed Police Oflicer at once came to the eonclusion,
that Uzgur Al was the real defendant in the case, and that Bahoo khan most likely belonged

to the gang.”

“ Tn the second ease made over to the Department, which oceurred at Pursah, vne of the
travellers who had heen drngged, and Sho lived at Nobutpore, in the Patna District, arrived.
On examining hey, she stated that a man had joined her party, (consisting of four other tra-
vellers) at Jahana, on the Gya road, while they were veturning from Caleutta.  On reaching
Pursa, this man very officionsly collected pice from the party of travellers, and offered to pur-
chase food and cooking materials. e did so, and after they had caten, he persuaded them to
hurry on to Metapore, on pretence of weeting the train, but, in teath, to get them out of
the public serai at Parsa. On the road, the drug began to affect the travellers, and they
lay down near Metapore, where they were found hy the Police, robbed of all .thc rcudy‘
money they had. The deseription the woman gave of the man, agreed exactly with that of
Uzgur Ali; she was accordingly taken to Burh where Uzgur Alli had been sent. The
Deputy Magistrate placed Uzgur Alli with seven or cight others, taken from the erowd, and:
the woman, whey brought in, at once vecognized him as the man who ha.rl met her at Jahana,
who bad purchased dall and vice for the party at Pursa, and who had disappeared when the
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travellers fell down near Metapore, where they lost their- money and clothes. The Deputy
Magistrate took down the woman’s statement on oath.”

« The Magistratc committed Uzgur Alli to the Sessions on these two charges, but the
Jury acquitted the prisoner. The best commentary that can be offered on the verdict of the
Jury in these two cases, is the fact that a few days after Uzgur Alli was convicted by
another Jury, of having caused the deathf of a traveller, by drugging him ; and has been sen- - '
tenced to capital punishment, thus proving that he helonged to a gang of poi.soners.”
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