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Background of women in Antarctica

1821
First men in Antarctica

1800

1936/7
First women in Antarctica
◦ Caroline Mikkelsen – Antarctic island

◦ Ingrid Christensen – Antarctic mainland

1957
First woman scientist in Antarctica
◦ Maria Klenova – First Soviet Antarctic Expedition

1850 1900 1950

Post-2000
Women scientists currently hold 
key positions
◦ Jane Francis – Director of British 

Antarctic Survey since 2013

◦ Karin Lochte – Director of Alfred 
Wegener Institute since 2007

2000



Background of women on 
Wikipedia in general

Biography biases
◦ Low representation (16.4% of all biographies)

◦ Less linked (fewer links from other articles)

◦ Language biases (skewed family:achievements ratio)

Efforts to combat
◦ Women in Red – a Wikipedia editor community dedicated to 

redressing systemic gender bias

◦ Focussed editathons –
(Jan) Women in Music
(Feb) Women in Black history
(Mar) Art+Feminism
(Apr) Women Writers
(Apr) Women Spies
(May) Women Photographers
(May) Women MENA Artists

(Jun) Women in Jewish history
(Jun) Women Entertainers
(Jun) LGBTQ
(Jul) Hall of Fame Women
(Jul-Aug) Women in the United Nations
(Aug) Indigenous Women
(Aug) Polar Women

Image derived from Nevit
- via Wikimedia Commons

Wagner C, et al. "It's a man's wikipedia? assessing gender inequality 
in an online encyclopedia." arXiv:1501.06307 (2015).



Antarctic Women 
already on Wikipedia

Jackie Ronne

Maria Klenova

Jessica Meir

Felicity Aston

Barbara Hillary

Diana Wall

Lynne Talley

Jane Francis

Dorte Dahl-Jensen

Sudipta Sengupta

Karin Lochte

Patricia Selkirk

Nerilie Abram

Leanne Armand

Images by “http://geo.1september.ru/”, Ronne Antarctic Research Expedition, and NASA – via Wikimedia Commons



Our idea and 
process

Organising committee

Scientific Committee on 
Antarctic Research

Women in Polar Science

Association of Polar Early 
Career Scientists

Wikipedia

Engaging diverse communities

Polar research community

Volunteer writers

Wikipedia community

The nominees themselves

Image uploads to commons
Added to articles by committee

Nominees 72

Research (references & notability)

Write based on template
Review each others drafts

Volunteers
Dropbox
MS word

Google Doc
125

Underrepresentation of women on Wikipedia 

Web form for nominations
Requested starting references
WP:PROF criteria

SCAR.com
Social media

National delegates
Conference signup

170

Upload to Wikipedia (as Draft:Jane_Smith)

Wikify
Submit to AfC
Address reviewer comments
Articles accepted (as Jane_Smith)

Wikipedia
WP:WiR
WP:Biog
WP:AfC 117



Alison Murray
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Catherine King
Catherine Ritz
Caroline Mikkelsen
Christina Hulbe
Christina  Riesselman
Christine Siddoway
Cinzia Verde
Corina Brussaard
Diana Wall
Felicity Aston
Cornelia  Lüdecke
Cristina Takacs-Vesbach

117 uploaded

20 improved



Some highlights

Featured on the front page of Wikipedia - Did you know that:
... In-Young Ahn was the first Korean woman to visit Antarctica?

... Helen Fricker was a member of the first group to drill into an Antarctic subglacial lake?

... Elizabeth Truswell used ancient pollen to show that plants existed in Antarctica before the ice cap formed?

... Lois Jones led the first all-woman science team to Antarctica in 1969?

... in 1937 Ingrid Christensen became the first woman to set foot on mainland Antarctica?"

Felicity Aston

Explorers

Louise Huffman

Educators

Images – via Wikimedia Commons

Civil servants

Jane Rumble

Conservation

Patricia Ortúzar

Administrators

Gillian WrattSiti Aisyah Alias

Scientists

Kim Crosbie

DirectorsPoliticians

Monique de Vries

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/In-Young_Ahn
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helen_Fricker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Subglacial_lake
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Elizabeth_Truswell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pollen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lois_Jones
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctica
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ingrid_Christensen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Antarctica


72 new images
Images via Wikimedia Commons



30 countries represented
47% non-anglophone



The future
Wikipedia editing advice
◦ Tea breaks and poster sessions 

for the rest of the conference

◦ Editing training

◦ Drop-in clinic

Follow-up editathons
◦ Continued efforts on remaining 

drafts and new biography subjects

◦ Locations

◦ Research techniques

Interested in joining us? Signup details at end of the talk!



Thank you again to our volunteers!
The absolute backbone of this whole enterprise

Images provided by subjects



Contact us
Websites

◦ scar.org/women/wikibomb

◦ Search “Wikipedia:Meetup/SCAR_2016” on Wikipedia

Selected media coverage
◦ Nature – Kudos for female Antarctic researchers (Strugnell et. al.)

◦ Mashable – New Wikipedia project champions women scientists in the Antarctic

◦ ABC Radio national – Women in Antarctica making up for lost time

Contacts on Wikipedia
◦ User:Janstrugnell

◦ User:Evolution and Evolvability

http://www.scar.org/women/wikibomb
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Meetup/SCAR_2016
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Janstrugnell
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/User:Evolution_and_evolvability

