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ASKS FOR POINTERS.

Gen. Davis Wants Suggestions from
the Porto Ricans.

”'l'lo Geoverner-Gemeral of the Dsland”

Is Anxious te Get the ldeas of
the Inhabitants Regarding
. Its ASairs.

General Davis, whe commands the
department of Porto Rico, is anxious
to get ideas from the inhabitants. He
has issued an order which reads: “The
vommanding general, being anxious to
aid the people of Porto Rico in every
way possible in preparing themselves
for the higher responsibilities and

- privileges of American citizenship, and

realizing that defects may be detected
and valuable reforms suggested by in-
telligent persons in private life, as well
a8 those in official station,:desires to
avail himself of the patriotic counsel
and advice of all good citizens regard-
ing these important matters.

“He will, therefore, be pleased to re-
ceive suggestions from all who may
feel disposed to submit the same, re-
lating to better methods of adminis-
tration, the system of levying and col-
lecting taxes, wise retrenchments in
munisipal and insular expenditures,
improvements in the jail system, elec-
tion of alcaldes, town councils, and
municipal boards, changes whith may
be found desirable in the judicial ByS-
tem, or which may tend to simplify or
expedite the administration of justice,
reduction and consolidation, it prac-
ticable, of municipalities, development
of the school system, improvemeat in

. the law relating to marriage and di-

yorce, and suggestions relating to pub-
lie morals, the regulation of the ligquor
traffic, legul restraints upon Sunday
work and amusement, such as exiat in
most of the states of the union, the sup-
pression of vice, and all kindred sub-
Jeots of public eoncern. .

“Mere oriticism of existing evils will
not be of value unless accompanied by
apecific suggestions as to the best prac-
ticable  remedy. Communications
should be clearly and legibly written
and should be addressed to the com-
manding general. They will be regard-
ed as cenfidential it the writer BO re-
quests.”

DISCUSS POEM’S AUTHOURSHIP.

Question Is Raised in Paris as to Whe

Wrote “Laugh and the Werld
Laughs.”

The Paris Herald takes up the ques-
tion who wrote the poem beginning
“Laugh and the world laughs with
you,” started by recent letters to the .
Herald. Was it Ella°Wheeler Wilcox
or Col. Joyce? One writer asked the
question. Next day Col. Henry Maple-
son wrote saying that it was composed
by Col. John A. Joyce in 1863 and ded-
icated to George D. Prentjce.

Mre. Frank J. Scott contributed the
poem in full, attsbuting it to Mrs. Wil-
cox. Col. Mapleson then sent the poem
in full, which differs somewhat from

‘Mrs. Wilcox’s version.

Col. Mapleson says it is in a collec-
tion by Col. Joyce entitled “Peculiar
Poems,” published by Thomas R. Knox
& Co., 813 Brondway, New' York, on
page 37, called “Love and Laughter.”
The question is* whether either Mrs.
Wilcox or Col, Joyce ia a plagiarist, or
Mrs. Scott mistaken ?

_—

SNAKE’S PIETY PROVES FATAL

An Indiana Reptile faterrupting
Churech Service Is Slain by
a Deacon.

A snake got into Hanover township,
Ind., church Sunday during worship.
Deacon Arnold firgt noted it wingd-
ing about his leg, and im his
was its head, with potruding tongue.
With one blow of the hand the reptile
was knocked to the floor.

The deacon then took out his knife,
with which he attempted te cut the
enake in two. By this time there was
consternation in the congregation,
women were on the seats, the service
was abruptly closed and the men who
were ot timid crowded ahout Mr. Ar-
nold, who was atijl} sawing away on the
snake. Such excitement Waa never be-
fore witnessed in the Hanover church,
Finally the reptile, in two parts, was
lifted from betwecen the seats. It was
& blacksnake and lacked only one inch
of belng six feet long.

TO BE OVERHAULED.

Extensive Alterations te Be Made in
the Crulser Besteon at Mare
Island Navy Yard.

When the cruiser Boston, which has
left Manila, reaches the Mare Island
navy yard it will be extensively over-
hauled. Fully $500.000 worth of work
will be done on board, tonverting the
ship into an emcientﬁghting machine,
The battery will be changed, coal ca-
pacity increased, new boilers placed in
position and the pPresent engines re-
placed by trilexpansion, horizontal.
wachinery. The Boston will be equipped
Lke the Atlanta, her sister ship. Both

" vessels represented the immature ideag

of the designers of the new navy, be-

g the earliest steel ships of war, Ex-

perience has shown that they can be

materially improved.
—_—

: Bullet-Proot Cuirass,

The latest bullet-proot cuirass hails
from France and is the invention of M.
Threaud. Its essential features are a
theet of metal fitted with an outer and
inmer lining. (the composition of which
is not stated), the Wwhole apparatus
welghing less than eight pounds. Ae-
cording to good anthority it was pe-
vently tested with a Mauser rifle, which
‘was fired from a distance of about 79
yards. The builet tore the ront of the
cuirass and made an Indention in the
metal plate. bui Qdid not penetrate it
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GROWTH OF AN OAK.

Being Photographed by the Agricul-
tural Department.

Meving Ploturea of the Plant frem
the Time Its First Sheot Appeary ‘
Abeve Gromand Uatil It Ia
a Feot High.

The agricultural department has
pressed the moving picture machine.
into the service of science. The di-
vision of vegetable pathology now has
& device of this sort in operation in one
of ita greenhouses photographing the
growth of a small oak tree. The ma-
chine works automatically, taking a
picture each hour. At night an electric,
light is thrown into circuit as the ex-
posure is made. '

The machine has been running about
two weeks and will be kept going about
two weeks longer on its present sub-
Jeot. When the series of pictures is
completed it will be possible to repro-
duce with the stereopticon the growth
of the plant from the time the first
shoot appeared above the ground till the
tree is in full leaf and a foot or more-
high.

‘While the oak tree pictures are purely
experimental to develop the oapacity of
the machine, it is intefided to use the
serial photographs in watching the
progress of plant diseases, blights, in-
sect parasites and the Hke. The depart-
ment hopes in the near future to be
able to loan to the agricultural colleges
and experiment atations rolls of lan-.
tern-slides film to illustrate certain of
the department’s bulletins on these sub-
Jects, .

It is pointed out that a lecturer be-
fore a class of students could show.
in five minutes the growth and seed
distribution of any noxious plant, such
88 the Canadian thistle or the life his-
tory of an insect pest so that it could
be readily recognized and combatted
on its first appearance in a‘region, even
though the workers there had never
seen it in actual life.

In addition to the straight photo-
graphic work expected of the new ma-
chine, its designer intends to adaptit to
use with the X-ray so as to take pic-
tures of certain objects that otherwise
would be invisible. It is thought by
the department that a series of pictures
of this sort taken during the period
of gestation would be of value to stock
raisers and might be adapted to the
use of the medical profession in certain
Hnes of research.

_—
CAR'T TAKE THE MONEY.

Minister Buchanan May Ask Permilg~
slom to Accept $100,000 Offered
Him by Argentina and Chilt,

A special to the New York Herald
from Washington says: If Minister
Buchanan requests permission of the
state department to accept the £20,-
000 ($100,000) offered to him by Ar
gentina and Chili in payment of his
8&Fvices |n arbitrating the boundary
dispute between them it will probably
be refused.

In the first place, the acceptance of
the money is forbidden by law, with-
out specific legislation by congress;
and, in the second, the department {s
of the opinion that fhe usefulness of
Mr. Buchanan as minister at Buenos
Ayres might be impaired in conse-
quence of its receipt. -

It is sald that Mr. Buchanan may be
able to have the presentation of the
money to be given to him deferred un-
til his retirement, when he can acceptit
without violation of law and without
action by congress. ‘

A “MINT” OF MONEY.

Ameunt of Colmage of Miat at Phila.
delphia Was $80,704,401.79
During Last Year.

The report of the coinage at the
United States mint in Philadelphia dur-
ing the fiscal year just ended shows the
tull value to be $60,794,401.79. Of this
amount $49,919,180 wgs in gold; $9,918, -
311.65 in silver, and $956,910.14 in base
metal. The number of pieces of gold
minted was as follows:

Tiguible eagles, 1,669,360; eagles, 893,-
142; half eagles, 1,508,022; quarter
eagles, 24,116; total number of gold
pieces, 4,004,648. The silver pieces
coined were as follows:

Dollars, 3,466,709; hait dollars, 3,306,-
708; quarter dollars, 11,904,709. Of base
metal the coins minted were as follows:
Five centas, 11,530,732; cents, 37,992,354.
The total number of gold pieces was
4,004,648; of silver, 36,898,836; of base
metal, 49,532,086,

The total number of pieces coined
wes 90,525 570,

COST MILLIONS.

The Big Sam Expended in Tranaports
on the Pacific Coast During
the War,

The San Francisco Examiner prints
in tabulated form g statement showing
the cost of the transport service on the
Pacific coast since the war began. The
total is placed at $5,930,218, of which
$4,223,400 waa expended in chartering
23 vessels. The amount spent on these
transports when they were not in actual
use, being held in port either at San
Fraccisco or at Manila, is placed at
$738,951. The remainder of the total
Co8t of the mervice was used in the
purchase of vessels and their fittings
up for coal, water, etc. The figures are
not oﬂicial,'but are said to be based
on close estimates.

) “Thee Early-Morning Fiy.

This is the happy time of year when a
fly stands outaide the kitchen door for
12 long hours {n the hope of getting in
the house ang crawling over some-
body's nose ahout five o'clock in the
morning. Just where the fun comes in

for the fly has never been discovered.
Certainly it’s no fun for the victim.
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EXPORTS OF FARM PRODUCTS.

Great Falling Off in the Foreiga De-
mand for the Breadstuffy of
Thia Country.

There is a marked decrease in the ex-
port movement of products of the field
and farm. The Yorcign demand has
fallen off, and the sales of breadstufis
abroad for the 11 months of this fiscal
year were $50,791,474 less than for the
same period last year. There was a de-
crease of $3,235,619 in corn and $32,253,-
448 in wheat, but an icrease of $3,387,-
338 in flour. N

The exports of domestic animals
dropped $8,450,468, and of cotton $21,-
713,040, while provisions and dairy
products showed a gain of $5,350,811.
It thus appears that in domestic ani-
mals, breadstuffs, cotton, provisions
and dairy produsets there hns been a net
loss in the export ‘trade for the 11
months of $75,604,151.

While the great staples of field and
farm show & large shrinkage, so far as
foreign trade is concerned, the facto-
ries and the mines have nearly made
good the defieit, so that the total value
‘of the exports for the period named is
$1,130,633,511, a loss of only $5,870,098,
a8 compared with the same period last
year. The balance of trade for the 11
months is $495,243,762, a decrease of
$76,475,422, as compared with the same
time last year. The wonderful activity
in the factories suggests a largely in-
creased home demand to counteract the
losses in the foreign irade to the
farmer. -

TAKES THE ELEPHANT.

Constable Levies on a Circus Animal
at Andersen, Ind,, and Ferces
Settiement of Claim.

Ons of the performers of a circus quit
at Anderson, Ind., the other day and
demanded his pay. There was some
trouble and he at once took steps to
attach Gypsy, the elephant. The pa-
pers were issued and placed in the
hands of Constable Bravy, who levied
on the elephant and her trunk.

The show people brought out some
papers which contained reports of her
vicious charaeter and her almost suc-
cessful efforts to clean out several

towns, andannounoed that they guess-

ed they would let the constable have
his elephant. 8he had just been putin
heavier chains, but the officer did not
feel safe even under those eonditions.

The parade was not given and the
constable had possession of the ele-
Phant. When the show people saw
that the officer would probably make
arrangements to keep her they pushed
the money out over the counter and
took the elephant back into the fold
and went on to the next town,

PRACTICAL TRAINING.

’ Leading Negro EKEdueator of Washing-

ton to Establish a Farm for
Neavro Boys.

Prof. William H. H. Hart, a leading
negro educator of Washington, haa
started an enterpréae on a well-equipped
farm of 700 acres just across the Po-
tomac which he hopes will contribute
largely to the solution of the race prob-
lem. He proposes to give negro boys a
home there with a Rood common achool
education and practical training in ag-
ricultural and mechanical pursuita.
The farm is well stocked with horses
and other live atock and every boy is
to be schooled to understand thorough-
ly their management and care. There
are blacksmith and carpenter shops
and the boysa are taught how to handle
tools. Certain hours are set apart for
study, and a well-known educator of
North Carolina has charge of the school,
while the farm is looked after by an
experiensed farmer. Prof. Hart is pos-
sessed with the iden that such an en-
terprise can be made self-sustaining,

and will permit no charitable appeals
for support.

WORTH MORE THAN GOLD.

éopnn Coimage in China Presentsa
Mosnt Exm.rdlnnry Problem
for Adjustment.

The sudden rise in copper is reapon-
sible for extraordinary difficulties row
confronting the Chineae currency sys-
tem, according to United States Consul
Fowler. The result has been that the
cash, or subsidiary Chinese coin, is now
worth much more than its token value
in silver. In fact the Chinese govern-
ment is paying 1.38 taels for the copper
and sinc out of which is minted enough
cash t6 make one tact in the aggregate.
The consul says that in tEe end the
present great searcity in cash will cause
the issue of silver subsidiary coinage.

—_—

TO GET MORE SUGAR.

Imevease i1n That Part of the Ratton
for Troops ia the Philippimes
to Be Made.

As a result of the reports made by the
boards assembled in the Philippines,
Cuba and Porto Rico to make recom-
mendations regarding changes in the
army rations, only slight additions will
be made. The board {n Manila recom-
mended that dried fruits be added to
the ration, but Gen. Weston had antici-

pated this by the shipment of 8 large

‘quantity of this fruit to Munila.

is understood that the ration of sugar
will be increased, meg serving in the
tropics seeming to desire more sweets
than those serving in the north.

—_—
Your Chetee or Climates,

" While the east waa sweltering, with:
the thermometer close to the century
mark, Salt Lake City and its environs
were being visited with a froat severe
enough to kill nearly all the growing
vegetable crops. .

Exempt trom Jury Servies.

re are in New York city about-
100,000 who are exempt by law or clr-:
cumstances from fury service. )

i
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DESCENDANT OF |[FLAGMAKER,

——
Great-(}ruddnughuir of Betay Ress,
Whe Made the Flrst American
Flag, Living at Washingten.

A great-granddaughter of Betay
Ross, who made the first American flag,
is living in Washing{on. She is Mrs,
Southwick Guthrie. Mr. Guthrie is s
cousin of Ossian Guthlie, the geologist,
of Chicago. Mrs. Guthrie remembers
her great-grandmothelr, who died when
she was a child of five. Mrs. Ross wam
90 at the tinie of her death, but when
she made her first flag she was but 23
and quite girlish in gppearance. The
fault of noarly all the [pictures made of
Betsy Ross is that the;{ represent her as
being too old.

Mrs. Guthrie has & dopy of the paint-
ing made by Weisgerbér for the world's
fair. The old house in which Washing-
ton sought her at the recommendation
of Col. Ross, uncle of Her husband, stiii
stands in Philadelphia. It is 229 Arch
street, and has been sought by the
Daughters of the Revglution as a pur-
chase, but the owneds have put the
price up to fabulous ligures, knowing
the society desired to buy it. At the
time of the making df the flag Betsy
Ross was a widow. Ier tirst husband
had just died. She wag married to him
at the age of 18. Shelhad no children
by Mr. Ross and her descendants were
from a second marriage.

A NEW DIANA. i

Miss Hoffman, a San
Givea Up Soelet
Momnutain

ranciseo Gtrl,
for Heagh
ife.

Miss Alice Hoffman has temporarily
given up the pleasures jot society and is
emulating the exampld of Diana in the
Yosemite valley. Miy Hoffman has
abandoned conventiongl attire for the
wild, picturesque dresg of a mountain
girl. She lives at a
brother, handles the and gun,
climbs the steepest moyntain trails and
rides aatride her steed [ike a cowboy.

me fearless dis-
position as her sister, | Miss May, who
some time ago startled her friends by
&ccepting a situation &t the Bellerue
hospital for the express purpose of
learning the art of th trained nurse.

Miss Hoftman started out on a trip
to Mount Dana with t avowed inten-
tion of climbing to | lofty summit,
13,000 feet above sea lefel. The moun-
tain is about 60 miles frdm the Yosemite
valley, and in order 0 reach it the
party will have to trave] over almoast in-
accessible traila and er dangerous
ledges that line the sifles of rugged
heights.

A ROMANCE AND A SPANKING.

A Very Youthfwnl Com le Apply foram
Marriage License gt St. Lowis

Courthouse.
[ S

Claude Beck, 7 years 1d; of No. 2849
Wyoming street, and Gtace E. Fry, ot
Ne. 4103, Market streef, who is 6, ap-
plied to Chiet Augustu Filley of St,
Louis the other day fpr a marriage
license.

The children have kngwn each othep
since babyhood, their parents being in-
timate friends. Ther cof stantly played
at housekeeping, Claudd assuming the
role of head of the household and Gsrace
his wee wife.

Thomas Hand, friend of the family,
walked into the house land inquired
about their love affairs. They told him
they had decided to hd married, but
didn't know what to do. | Mr. Hand said
he wouid help them and requested them
to take a walk with him. He led them
to the courthouse and esented theh
to his friends as the Yquugest couple
that ever visited the m rriage-license
bureau on business.

The children were sent home, where
the maternal slipper, jhdiciously ap-
plied, put an end to thei romance.

WHITE SKIN TURNKS BLACK.

The Very Strange Effe t of a Freste
bite Is Passling
(Mich,) Dootdrs.

George Brooks, a mi dle-aged col-
sensation in
state medical circles of ichigan. Up
to last February Brooks was almost
white. One bittercold n|ght in Febru-
ary last he took a ride into the coun-
try. He did not feel any bad effects
from the exposure, except in his feet,
hands and nose. He tho 1ight no more
of his night’s ride until after a warm
night several weeks ag¢ he woke to
find himself several shhdes darker.
Since that time he has beén continually
changing hue until now| hig skin {s
nearly the color of ebony. The medi-
cal experts of Pontiac, ich., think
that the frostbite on th night of the
winter's ride was the use of his
changing color, but why fs what is
purzling them.

A NEW SIGHT.

Important Modification hat Is Betng
Made In the Krag-
Army Rifie

Important modificationd of the sights
of the krag-jorgensen a my rifle are
being made under the diréetion of Brig.
Gen. Buflinton, chief of o dnance. He
has advised a light sight, which will
enabl¢ a marksman to aifn directly at
the bull's-eye of his targiet instead of

at a point in the lower leftthand corner.
enting with .

The army is also expert

a rimless cartridge and is eeting with
fair success. Until these experiments
are concluded the navy will not change
the caliber of its rifie to that of the
army weapon.
T ———— » v . .

Rapid Growth of Lenden: o
London now has a Pqpulation of

8,650,000, and it is figured that at the.

Présent rate of growth it will have 1.
QO0.000 in 10431,
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The Lecturer Was Equal to the Gceae
o When Asked an KEmbar-
rassing Question,

The late Isaac Bromley, a noted ed-
“ftorin writer, was “cool, calm and col-
lected.” Seldom was he putinto place
80 tight that bis “nerve” did not dis-
close 8u open door. The New Haven
Register teils this story of the way he
ooce saved himself: “Bromley was
lecturing before a local institute in
Litchtield county, Connecticut, upen a
trip be had recently made to California
and the Yosemite valley, and eoncinded
with a beautiful description of the
Bridal Veil falls, which so charm ali
who visit them. As he took his seat
he was surprised to see the man who
bad presided over the meeting step
forward and say: ‘In accordance with
our usual eustom we shall now be glad
tc hear any questions that the lecturer
mway be desired to answer in relation
to the subject upon which he has been
talking.’ At this a tall, red-headed man
rose in the audience, and with a rasp-
lug voice said: ‘I would like to ask the
lecturer the exact height of the Bridal
Veil.' Jromley, who had expected
nothing of this kind, and was never
strong in figures, was entirely taken by
surprise, but gave no sign thereof as he
rose and advanced to the front of the
platform and coolly answered: ‘I did
not measure them, but as nearly as I
cap remember the exact height is 361
feet 91, inches.’ No further questions
were asked.”

—_—
ONCE CHIEF OF THE HURONS.

Edmund Kean, the Great Actor, Se-
lected te This Honor by the
Quebec Tribe.

Among the valuable paintings and en-
gravings mentioned in the London pa-
pers as having been sold lately in that
city at auction at Sotheby's was the
engraving of a portrait of the great
actor, Edmund Kean, as an Indian
chief. This is explained as follows:
When Kean was acting in Quebec in
1836 four Huron chiefs witnessed his
performance of Sir Gijes Overreach.
Kean gave each of tliem a silver cup as
a souvenir. They in return, to show
their gratitude, begged him to honor
them by becoming a member of their
tribe.

He assented with avidity, and under
the nom de gerre of Alentenaide was
chosen as & chief of the Canadian abo-
Figines. Dressed as one of the tribe he
bad his portrait painted by F. Meyer in
1327, and an engraving from that paint-
ing, presented by Kean himself to his
friend Halpin, was the one included in
the sale. ‘

Another lot at the same sale com-
prised a miniature portrait of Mrs.
Kean, with a lock of her hair and also
a lock of her husband's hair. There was
likewise sold an autograph letter, in
which Mrs. Kean complains 10 her hus-
band of her treatmrent.

GENEROUS E3QUINAUX.

All the Game Capiurcd by a Hunter
Is Equally Divided Amoung His
Neighbers,

Lieut. 'eary telis a very interesting
story about a littie band of Esquimaux
who live on the west coust of Greenland
between Melville bay and Kane basin.
These are the most notherly human be-
ings on the face of the giobe. and in
mapy ways they live alinost like ani-
mals. Their only property is clothing,
weapons for the chase and food, which
consists entirely of meat, blubber and
blood.

They have no vegetation of any kind,
and not even a pinch of salt, Ljeut.
Peary has this to say about these queer
little people: “Is it 10 be wondered
at that under these circumstances a
man offered me his dogs and sleds and
all his furs for a piece of board as long
a8 himself: that another offered me
his wife and two children for a shining
knife, and that a woygiun offered me all
ber possessions, which she had collect-
ed for years, for a needle?”

These people are very generous, and
all the game captured by a hunter
is equally divided among all his neigh-
bors. They have their awn kind of ath-
letic entertainment, too, which includes
wrestling, boxing and tests of strength
in the lifting of heavy stones.

SAMPLES OF IRISH HUMOR.

Seme Wiity Remarks and Salltes
Xade by the Sonas and Dauwghters
of Old Kria.

Here are a few bilis from Mr. Mac-
Donagh’s book on “Irish Life and Char-
acter:” “Did you eall your husband's
uncle ‘Carey the informer " “No, sir,
1 didn't go that far. I called him anti-
christ.” There is a delightful saying,
too, of an old woman, who was con-
soling her neighbor under an injury
and deprecating revenge. ‘“Leave the
villain to Almighty God,” she said, “an’
he’ll play the divil with him.” Here,
too, is a *‘flower of speech” that rings
genuine: An Irishman was asked in
America how he was getting on. “Mid-
dlin’,” he said, “middiin’; bat faix, I'd
rather be a gas lamp in Dublin nor
president in the United States.” An
Irish navvy on the Holyhcad boat was
complaining of his foreman. “He'd not
stir a finger himself to lift a red her-
ring off the gridiron, but he'd ask you
to shift the rock of Gibraltar.” People.
laughed at the late Maj. O'Gorman, but
they also laughed with him. o 'Why are '
Irishmen always laying bare the .
wrongs of their country?” asked some
one in the house. “Because they want
them redreased,” thundersd the major.

On the Wreng Shelf, |

: ) A correspondent of the London pead-

emy writes that a baokseller in o large .
provincial oity recently dinovqul an-
assistant arranging four new oopjes of -
Walt Whiteman's “Leaves on Grase”
on the shelves devoted to books on
nnlenipg. ;
2

MURDER BROUGET A DINNER.

Am English Newspaper Man Only
Saw in a Ghastly Crime a
Good AMeal, :

The English “liner,” whoae business

is to send short paragraphs to the daily * ;'

papers, fairly revels in “appalling dis-
asters.” He is out of spirits and his
pockets ure empty in the piping times *
of peace, when even an assault on &
policeman is of rare occurrence, But
a strange suicide, a mysterious murder,

a fatal fire or a sensational burglary '
make a new man of him and convince !
bim that really, after all, life is worth
living.

There is a grisly story of a “liner”
who had not material for a paragraph
for weeks, says the Cornhill Magazine,
People persisted in not riurdering any- -
one; they would not even commit sui-
cide or drop down dead; fires would
not burst out and the burglar azd pick-
pocket had evidently temporarily given
up business. He lived in g4 cheap
suburb, and one afternoon was walking
dolefully in his serap of back garden,
smoking his pipe and racking his brains
to find out where the pext week's din-
ners for his wife and children were to
come from, when Le suddenly heard
screams proceeding from adjoining
premises. He dropped his pipe and
rushed ouwt, but soon returned.

“Mary! Marx"’ he cried to hia long-
suffering partner; “fetch my hat,
Thark God a woman a few doors up has
cut her three chiidren's throats and
we shall have g good dinner on Sun-
day!"”

A double murder win pay his quar-
ter’'s rent and a romantie suicide in high
life will give him a pleasant holiday.

.—\“‘— .
A REMARKABLE OPERATION.

Nestored an Idiotie Child to Fall
Mental Pomrl—ne-torll‘ the
Complexion.

In Mary, 1890, one of the most remark:
able surgical operations on record was
performed by Dr, Lavelangue in the

Children’s hospital at Paris. It wasthe
case of an idiot child. Its head had
stopped growing since it was four

Years of aze, and wasg only one-third the o

normal size. Believing that the idiocy '+
was due to compression of the brain,
the doctor divided ihe skull longitu-
dinally and kept the edges of the bones
from uniting. Fresh deposits of bone
took place, and the skul] gradually ex-
panded to almost it= proper size. Then
the intellectual faculties, which had
hitherto been those of an infant, grew
stronger and stronger every day, till
at last the child wus as sound and
healthy as any other in France. Nome
of the most remarkable surgical opera-
tions have been periormed in conpec-
tion with the brain. which is now so
accurately mapped out that 3 surgeon
can tell exactiy where the seat of the
mischief in the brain lies. Should there
be a tumor on the brain, its exact aity-
ation can be locgted, and thep the slnll
is opened and the morbid growth re-
moved. Recently a society  heauty,
whose compiexion was fading. had the
outer skin of her face removed by a
long and most delicate process, and now
boasts the complexion of a girl of 17,
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A MAD MONARCH'’S FREAK

The King of Bavaria Found Pleaswre
in Frl‘hlenln. Horses
to Death.

-At the time the rulady of LudwigIT.,
the mad king of Bavaria, was at jta
worst, he gave orders that 30 of bis
finest horses should be put in the best
condition possible for a race, writes
Prof. J. H. Gore in Ladjes’ Home Jour-
nal.  When the report came that no
further improvements could be made,
ke had them brought into an open field
where every conceivable form of noise-
making device had heen stationed. The
horses were tied to posts, and the king
from an elevated stang gave the signal
that started the flare of trumpets, the
booming of cannon. the firing of bombs
and other outlandish noises. The horses
reared, plunged, strugygled 10 got free,
and finally breaking loose started in
the wildest galiops frem this bedlam.
But toward whatever corner aof the
field they fled they were stopped by
noises just as terrifying, and aent to
another quarter to be frightened again
and again. When the horses became too
tired to run well the king found the
spectacle uninteresting and ordered the
orgy to cease. By this cruel freak the
royal stables lost a number of their
most valuable animals.

QUEER ANCIENT TIMEPIECE

When the Alarm of This Cleek Is
Seunded It Floods the Roem
with Light. N

In the town of Schramherg, ib the
black forest district of Wurtemberg,
+ermany, where one of the chief in-"
dustries is that of clock-making, there -
has recently been established an inter-
esting museum of timepieces, says the
London Mail The collection displays
the gradual development in the making
of clocks for many centuries Among
the curiosities are many of great hia-
torical value. There is an alarm clock
constructed in the year 1680 for the use
of travelers. In form it resembles a
lantern, and the interior is designed to
hold & lighted candle. The candle is
slowly pushed upward by a spring,
which also controls the mechanism of
the elock. A little pair of shears clips
the wick of the candle automaticaily
every minute to regulate its light. The
lantern is imelosed with movable sides,
80 that the sleeper is not at first dis-
turbed by the presence of light. The
alarm is set by inserting a peg in the
second dial plate. When the required
hour arrives the alarm is sounded, and,
at the same time the movable gides fall,
flooding the room with light.

Ltecuases for Horaeshoers, }
An enactment in Washington ve-

 quires horseshoers to pass an exam.

fnation and to be licensed.
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