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REVIEW

Ratnakar, or the Treasury of gems, i< a valuable contribution
to the rich lore of Bengali literature, just come out of the scholarly
pen of Babu Bhupendra Nath Banerjee, who has already established
his fame in the dramatic world asa consummate master of style,
loftiness of thought and sweetness of expressions. His dramas
particularly have marked out a new line and have been an unprece-
dented success on the stages of the Bengali Theatres. His *‘Avinaya-
Sikhsa” in which he elaborately dealt with the mysteries of the
histrionic art, is a boon to the lovers of dramas. His “Upekhsita,”
“Khattrabir,” “Satsanga” and several other works, in which the
author has given his dramatic utterance, are really worthy of note
and admiration.

He has, of late, offered to the public a collection of beautiful
stories, tagged together in his book styled “Ratnakar”. The book
is original and has not the tinge of imitation from English Authors.
He has given us a vivid picture of the present state of our society,
the obligations and responsibilities of our fellow brethren, the
cruelties of death and its damping inflyence on human mind, the
height of genuine love,

Bhupen Babu's comic characters are of paramount interest. In
telling us the saddest tale, where the reader is choked with awful
melancholy, the author has so, jngeneausly managed tof istroduce his
gq;nlc element, that it at once dispells the gloom, A comic vein
pérvades all through his wrﬁlnt. ©On & hﬂﬁ!ﬁ surysy of Bhupen
Babu's works it appears to us, that the author his observed the

wotld with the eye of a kéth obésiver aﬂ“ﬂ'%ﬁm are the
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broad results of culture, experience and careful thinking, We
confidently hope, that “Ratnakar” will occupy a high place in the
hearts ot the appreciating public—~THE AMRITA BAZAR
PATRIKA.

Ratnakar by Babu Bhupendra Nath Banerjee, Price Rupees Two.

Th: author his made a name for himself as a dramatist, whose
plays are deservedly in requisition by the interested public. He
has now appeared in anew ol as a writer of short stories. His
intimate knowledge of hqman nature, his power of manipulating
events, his depictment of situations and analysis of character as
reflected in his dramas, have stood him in excellent stead in the new
role —in which he makes his bow before the public. There isa
refreshing charm about the stories which have been told with
consummate skill. We are pleased to nate that Bhupen Babu has
impressed on the stories the stamp of his own distinct individuality.
His skill can best be judged from the fact that the stories rivet
interest throughout and furnish exhilarating reading. Consideriug
the success that has atteaiad his p-eieat efforts, we hops the
author will give us more of this sfuff in future. THE BENGALEE.
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Indian Daily News—"* *  As a play-wright
and an amateur actor-—he has earned for himselt a
well deserved namc and anything that he says about
the Bengali Stage—bears the impress of an cxpert in
the line, * * he cleverly leads the novice
through all the stages of the profession so as eventually
tg durn out a success on the stage. * * « The hook
)f ‘unique of 1ts kind in Bengali literature & should be
yery popular with both professional and amateur
actors * * 7

Amrita Bazar Patrika—'‘s * » The common
taults and toibles of actors are indeed, examined with a

master’s critical eye and most valuable hints given to
remedy them, and the mine of instructive details have
been handled with such shill and lucidity that the whole
dramatic art becomes nationalised, rendered almost
scientific. « # .

Hindu Patriot—+ * He has made the sabject
his special study and as he has gone through mapy
books both Eastern and Western =relating to histrlogi¢
art, his suggestions will not only be useful to: the
amateur but even to the ‘ professions® if they only care
to read the book in the right spirit. * *  Regula
theatre-goers should have also a copy of the hook. M&
them to train their eyes to look to the proper thiggaien
the stage and thus be the means to bring rougd s
wild actors—or do away “with' them for the sdikf
am % * 24
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