litle is known of the Dunbar
Hospital and the Old Aberdeen
Bedesmen. The Bede House in
Don Street, however, carries a

firm footprint of their history.
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Aberdeen, was uncle 1o Gavin Dunbar the
Younger, the Chancellor of Scotdand, svery
close advisor to James Y, One might suppose
that Bishop Dunbar, the Blder. was mmndful
that deing gond for the poar ol O8] Aberdeen
b the foundation of o hospitalmight smeoth
s spiricual path 1o Heaven —and also thar of
fias King, Jamesy,

Huospitals wete not undommon inmedieval
tirnes, and we know that there were some 1 240
neross Seotlomd. The Seots word “Spaal” often
refers to these budldmps, Another hospal in
Ol Aberdecn, near 50 Peter’s Church ondie
iscdern Spital, pre-dmed Duanbars Flospaal
Tuvieng been Buile by Bishops William
Foirmanemoncd arowndd IS0 the Foth contary
i wns derelicn,

Uhiere s ver prother hospiod in
Foveeran, near e Yrhon, and one in
Iincardime o' Neil, the ruins of which are
still visible, These louses were reluges for
vulverable elderly men, alihough some
ctered for women, Some were nlse
hospitals for travellers or palgrinas

Ioca b century prane by Andrew Gibh
OTLE CANSE0 B representntion of the
structure of the eriginal hospion] bl oo the
woest ol 51 Machar's Cathedral

Towas o imposing buldioe forits time
and rogether with a wooden bell tower, 1t
Ao as ome ol he three ool bosldimgs in O1d
Aberdeen; the others bemp Bings Colleps and
St Machars Carhedral, Twelve Bedesmen hved
mn separate rooms, cach 1dfix 1241, ina
brualclange sommee OO0, % 52401,

O the nortbrside of the bouse was g
common roorm &nd on the south side an
wratory. The oracory and the closeness o St
Machar’s Cathedral ensored that the residents
were indeed ‘praverful men, The Dunbar
Huogpital building survived for over 200 years
until the | Bth century, When it was demolished
15 sl o matcer of debate,

Allof the historic sources of information on
thet hawipital and the Bedesmen suggest thar the
lath ceneury hospital building is lost. Recently,
howewver, 1 beheve that I have seen whart could
b the remaing of Thinbar’s hospital.

From the Chanonry a steep path leads down
inen Seaton Parle, adiacent to St Machar's
Carhedral Church. On thie left hand side of a
gote. to the west of the church, setinto a wall,
there pre the rennins of two windowsills, Are
they the ills n the fromt wall of the hespital? |
Drelicwg they are.

There is no lknown Building o this site other

THE Bepe HouseE

than the hospital, What other explanation
there to the ocourmence of two medieval
windowsalls ar this locations? Based on
supportng evidence [rom the Roval
Commission oa Ancient & Historic
Monuments of Scodland, it seems very likely
thor theee sills gre all that remains of the Fone of
Dunbar's Hospical

The Cribb drawing of the hospital, the
relative position of the sills to the church and
contempoenary maps sugeest serotgly that this s
evidence of the site of the hospetal, Flowever, as
the ground behind the wall flls wsny steeply
e the parks there may be dome doubt abour
how the substantial hospital building coweld

have been located here

PRINT BY ANDREW GIBB: [ha original
hospital st the west of 51 Machar's Cathedral.

Assumung that the sills in the wall are at the
fromn of the building, aod e unlikely that they
were 3t thie rear, then there must have beena
very steep slope st the rear.

The fuotpring of the oenginal building seems
ton large for the site as it & ar present. Or i its
have nosnswer to this conundrum, vet. Further
regearch i needed. There i no further
evidence of the internal or external srrpcrure of
DPunbar’s Hospital.

A{ the.apeof 63 in 1676, 2 former Bailie of
Old Aberdeen, William Logan, married Jean
Moo of Stonevweod, Jean (39) was a member
of the influental Stonevwood branch of the
even more infiuenoal Moire of Scorctown and
Spaal.

At respected members of the burgh, she and
her hushand butlo o town house on a plot of
land on the east side of Don Street, the road
that led froin Old Aberdeen to the Brnigo
Balgownie. Thie plot wis based on an existing
croft of 4 moods {(about 10 acres), which had

Lrorarp Macarixe

been ovened by Alexander Lalhie = a primesice

fiar w bailie and his new wife.
Perhaps this was atastchance o setle dov
for' William Logan, Perhape cheee had beenan
carher wibe, Tatele 19 knosen about their
dormeseie [ife, Logon was oo weight anad hacd hnd g
fine pew buslt in St Machar's Cothedel in
Lonb, O the house, there oo plague adimoent
o the sraun dloor that reads:
CFULEFELAT LOCGAN I EIERS CONTX
FANETA MCHR BANG DUV
AEINEICART JUSSERUN TANND
THIMINT 676
[ e Lot o T sidee faret b e
buowise barlt v their ordess U the wear 1676)

SO e Logan s oo appears e the
ol Bl records e five o o, b o I
svrmeene wha built ssch an amposing
howise, hds foot preanes are shadlow [ he
Logans lved im their house Tor poshaoet ood
hopefully bappy perogd of tour veors unid
be diech iy LOE0, fean Maieconemued o e
here wotl ber dearly o 1700,

Thew ure buried in 51 Machons
Coathedeal, a larpe Blue stone slab negr the
antrance celebraring their resung place,
Her passinig wos marked on #

Drevcémber 1700, when the Minutes of the
Birk Session cecord that the Cathedm)
Church of St Machar was given, .,

Rax e cloeh of foder eliis B enaf sete glaai

Drvad weeth a frange of worser conforme Loeshe
B af Fean More ro allow for the pryvce of vinging
s efarcl balis qe ., Fares Maove's inreresie "
Lirtle more 1 known ol these prominent
realdents of Old Aberdeen. Thidr Boose was ane
of the most striking dwellings on Do Strect
ona per with same of the cathedral manses in
the Chanonry
know them berrer, A plague an the wall of 2
howse, an impartant burial place, and che
tolling of St Machar’s bells are all that we know
for certain about the Logans. That is.apart
from rhe tact that they provided indrectly for

ver they uave left lLictle fros o

the Bedesmen.
Ic was soime 70 vears belore their house in
Dran Srreet was 1o ke on is modern

sizmificance.

Durmg the early davs of the [8th century
Bizhop Thnbar's Hospical was showing its nme,
and probably inurgent need of repair, At ene
pastnt the superintendent ol thi Bospital was
chastised by the kirk session of St Machar for

stealing stones from the churchyard to [
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et repairs. There may also have been
.i ressures exeried by e land owner to tdy up
orregularize thie land 1o the west of the
Cathedral Clinrch of St Machar
In 17840 James Forbes of Seaton. the land
wier, negotared o move of the bedesmen oo
uhiat had been the Logan hoose, We can onlv
ghure that the eld hespatal was pulled dosn.
With this mmowe, the bedesmen pave their name
wthe hoisse in D Street. lnown 1o tsis day as
e Bede Howse,

What chidd the house look iker The 16761
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the house from Don

oo de

cellars, thesecond

slone & TCAsC ieadongy 1

The 1awer gt the réar, »

pyramidal roof, carmie
Meror; fromy there 1

stans with n corbs

newss closed off, but can be acoessed through a

hedroem in ane of the Nats,

he fArst tlonr woold have been a firess hall®

Logan’s time. No tecords exist to confirm

it there was an ou-building attached,
although an Credinance Survey map in 1866

shows a larg

ssahaped building in Don Street
I'he still-visible remains of the woeden roof
beam confirm & substantial cut-building at
There is one

tangles o Din Street

undated print that gives some idea ofthe
structure towards the end ot the 18t cenoury;
There are also some ¢lues inside thelouse: Ir

15 likely that some of the closed ofl archies,. »
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suill visible along e internal stairway Trom the
ground floer oo the first Boor, led intoe this
Buoilding. There 1= further evidence of external
srructuees of late 18th or early 19th century
COMEIrICT o

Suppent foe the existence of this extension
s conres frorm thie 1R8] census where six
Tarmalics are lasted os residents in the howse. The
sl houschold comprised of 22 indivaduals, As
recently s the 19 cemtary, living space wis
cramped i comparson with what we expect
towtiy; hiovwever, the Bede House must hove
Ereers o busy place,

Fvadence of owbuwildings con be seen froim
thie weor, T the cight of thie sguare tower of tie
mmain howse was o chimmey, whacl can be seen
i oy v e priot, A George Washington
Wilson phutograph froon the FRO0S slows
wirshibouses in place of the more substantin
et lionsis of enrlier diys

Fhise mmin strocture of the orvigimal house
Bl by Lo s alasost irtact and sall
wivesa very gond wden of where the
bedesmen muoved i L VEG, Plans ot the Don
soreel Bedehonse ex fur the 19th
century, but roe doe they hve not becen
lowcmtedd,

Socwlowere the bedesmen?

The origin of the word ‘bede” lies in s
e s o praver, The Bedes Men were, as
Bishop Dunbar and JameeV expected, men
whe spent much of ther mme offerng up
prayers for the great and good, that s e
momarch and thar bishop, and saving their
pater wosters; The right 1o be looked sfter and m
someplaces toask for almes had a cost.a
praverful lite,

The earhest reliable aconunt of bedesmen
ourwith Aberdeen comes foim the reign of
JamesV, in 1607, The following aocount paints
a gerierdl picture of the BEdinburgh Bedesmen.
i 2

The Peavey Coume refer e “a pery anciens drid

fonteabls dpaow " of glume o Blue g, tutae and
J‘1 T I

e iy Seodtzsh shillings as apres

7 ? WITE

of the Kie s age, to e Vandd puiramen™ as
fikeseetse agrced soarh i kg s eans and ieomeg e
he e

etestenry thidd comtannnt " they pase

Ty amd expodienr thar o

TECEFRE

aceodingi,

The “anld puir men” so favoured were
called the Kine's Bedesimen, notwithstanding
any general enactments that I1'|1,¢_’:1T EXIF] against
mmendicney, Their biue cloak hare o pewter
badpee which assured them this noght. Thes were

exprected o requite the king's Bounty 1y their

been sincere. The distnibotion of the cloaks and
plrses used 1o take place on the king's birthday,

v

arth of Edinbureh, il

at the end of th
time not long gone by

hese bedes 1vivere “Blue Cloaks” whose

e stabus in the

community. There 15 no evidence of what the
Old Aberdeen bedesmen wore in the early days

arter of Dunbar’s Hospical

St Mary, doted 24
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LAST REMMAMNTS: Are the

[highlighted] the possible remains cf the hospital?

wokad windows

Criven the lawer Privy Council decres in

1607, there could have been a maximumoof 18

elected ar appointed; one for each

viarof the sou JamesV's reign. However,

Bishop (ravin Dunber and JamesY set s limit of
12 in Old Abérdeen. These men were tobe

maintained out of the revenue of the burgh of

0ld Aberdeen with a toral sum of £100 (Scos)

roughly egual to 5 n modern Gurrency.

Many donatons were

FivER IO sUpport the

bedesmen —some in land. some in kind . The
D

of the famitor - one of the bedesmen

bar Hospital men roscat 7 a:m. on the call
and they
wient to pray in St Machar's Church. They

mmed at-1 kz.m. The dav proceeded with

G

pravers, work in gardens and a supper at & pomne

Ihe dav unfold

yers and “good

switha
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The onginal declaration can szem o rather
severs cxsienee by modern scandards By the
1860s a sumeoleieht shillings o ononel was
given o the bedesmen, whose aunyber hag
mereascd from L2 o Loby 14902 The eldest
o were alse rven teeo salmon feom the Biver
oo, Further detadls of their ik are uncertan
with somie fneibul ideas i pogulas Bistorical
ACCOLIRE,

Coertmnly i the lte 9005, there were enly
cight bedesmen, each receving 15 shillangs or
LAVTS trom the charch sfheer ol S Maclaeon
the fost "Thersdoy of cach mcon b, Tl sioey of
these men now Begios o disappesr, We lkiow
thint monies received by the managery of the
Flemipitil were imuulBeiein o suppisrt o payiment
o thee bedesomen oned eesiduwnl Tonedy Gor
Ernbar's Flospatal were sonolzansatecd with
other Pooe Reliel Tuncs i 19484

Fhie mose pecent il pralnbby ooy
prictuee of the bedesoten shows L or 12
gontiermen o oemal suats grecing Chaees
Mory on nowian o Se Maochar's Catheddral
Aberdecn m 1922 on the doy she openeda
s bilding ar Rowenr Rescearch Dostae,
Thee Bt O3 Adberdecn Bedesman disd in
1988 Y th this in mand, b dad the
Dunbar Bedesmen A snce e overall socl

context 0 Scotlwnd?

%A
wiﬂlfl e teed o remember that uonl L85
Scotland and 18340 England, tue 'poor’ were
largely the problem for the Church and the
wealthye Poor lawes exasced i Scottand from
1374, bucins enly o meddle of the 19tk
cenrury that the stare teok an active role in
ooskeng after the desntete, Whale the Old
Aberdeen Bedesimen were not necessarily fthe
poor’, they were vulnerable men whio needed
canes and support,

TThe aphorism “the poor have abways been
with us™ was much mote appoesice in the 16th
and 17th centunes, The Church was the only
refure for the poor, the elderle and the infirm,
Begpine was taken as normal. In oeder o
exercise some control over those whe had no
worrk, were 1l ormured, or even those who
wers unwilling towork; cittes and rowns msued
badges to idearity those allowed (o beg,

The gquestion ariscs ag oo the relationahip of
the Old Aberdeen Bedesmen o beapars, Werd
the Dunbar Bedesmen bBegearsy? Clearly not, o
they were howsed ina seate-of-the-are hespical
and had food prosided,

While the Retoemataon my bave ended the

medieval hospital, most parishes in »
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Seotland sull regulated the poor, By the
fid-1 6ils (Nl Aberdeen had an
argindzed system Tor begpars to attend for
ilmz a1 specific houses on specilfe days,

There s no evidence thas these whio
lived in Dyunlae's Hospatal or Don Street
biaed oy wisible sign 1o say ey were
beslesimen, Ie i very unlilely tha They
e o e cloak. Did ey have an
ifentilving badee ke the Kol
Biedesizien

Some hundred years Lelore Dunbars
Hespital was founded, the Sconsh
Parlimmen, weeting i Perds in 1424,
agreed that begars should be identitied by
bl i Beggar's Badge, The comest for
e et duresicd ons 12 Marely, 1424, wos g
perveied problen with aorely Beggars,
Loseul communities may luve bad o 'not in
o bk yard” appeonch, T conteal
Bepirs, he porlinmen aprecd

A TR TR 1S awvaleraint that ma thinear | ihag - 1o

B o sk e charives be dhalfur ot ne
e tiotfeiv dn buvle weop o fards beraix siti
el i) soore farid teed of soeis of i ot thar
Besqvne b shie conrsall il the fonesd o inf it
Sl s ey ek Dye ey fevffig

el wervs A wel Wi thar so beds fivndin salf
T o petdedn ta da vl of the sehone el in
priseds af e clidivmeen aod bt ang
et esediv tee pevvas of Bieeevise o e fivde
el hitiery i of the oo,

W hich trans ey g

Alserit 35 ordiined thar no beeezar he
stffered Lo thig o beg cither in burghs o
inthe land between fourteen and sEventy
cpenrs of age, unless 1t s seen by the council
ofthe towwn thar they cannot make their living in
rherways: And they thar are sofound shall |
bave s token from the Sherif in the land, and

from the aldermen and bailies in the burehs, |
ind that under pain of burning oo the cheelk

and bamishing from the coonery,

Sering aside the punislaient for non- |
Ceompliance, this act s evidence for the use of
Sadnes of wikens 1o identify those permetzed 1o |
a5k for alms,

Many fine examples of these badges exist for
sommunities seress Aberdeenshire, including |
AHd Abcrdeen . There is a fine cxamiplein the
Navioral Museum of Scatland in Edinburgh,
and sirnilar badges from 1722 are in the |

Lniversity ol Aberdeen collection in Marischal

Museum, |
The guestion arises, did the Dunbar

Hedesmen I any form of identificanon® In
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SirWalter Scows novel The Angdguary, the
characrer Eddie Ochiltree i described as 4
Blue Coat. They wore hadges that bore the
inseription "Pass ond Re-Pass' signilving
their right to comme and go from bureh
settlements The whsence of sy historical
referenies o ‘Bedesmen Bodges' would
sugeest that the bedesmen whe lived in
Prunbar's Hospital and [on Streel were
nor King's Bedesmen and faedwer did net
hove anodentilving hadee,

Fhestory of the Dunbar Flospica] o
the Old Aberceen Bedesmen s
incomplete. Becords hate Boen Lose aind
sorne known records are seill anovailable,

Flowever, thepe s Frm [t ol
these develupments in the Hede Flowe in
Pron Sreeet wnd the history of the arisinal
Haospital, Like the Cheshire Catgall thi
iy b Jett Lo s now s the grin

secrer passnge which leads from che Bede
House o the Carbedeal, s distance of soee
00 preerres. Ohve siecount relpicd:

e Beinale ol S Machar's) wed to i
F it hoos, Gt o e sp o the
Timen Howse and snusele o ‘varey ot i
T IJ.DL'J:.!..J.I'

Some believe thur evidence of this was
the bortles found in the secrer possige
when it could be walked ©,,.in living
memary ',

Another story 18 that the adjacent hogse
tir the Bedehouse, 18 Doa Streer, wis built
from granie stones recrieved rom the
towver of 5t Mochar™s Carhedeal that foll in
astormin 1688, which is quite plausible.
Careful examination of 18 Tlon Streer shiows
dressed stones thar almest certaindy came from
St Machar's Cathedral, but so Far [ Have fond
na recotds thar sustain this sroey,

While the Bede House s nota grand house
and cannor compete with the elegance oFthe
Archibald Simpson |9th century Aberdeen, it
carries the history of the *old Aberdeen ino
our maodern city. It is also part of the visible
histery of a church that goes Back to the itk
century and a reminder ofsacial conditions
long since forgotien,

Ra¥ MCAIZESE is cetired, He s currently researching
the histary of medieval hasgitals in Old Aberdeen.
He is o Professor Emeritus in Heriot- Wl
University and an Harorary Prafessor in the
University of Abartlean,

Thurr B persistent story ofa blocked-oll
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