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Proceed,

Followlng the racelpt of this despatch containing the orders
from the Japanese Govsrnment I conveyed the message to
Ribbentrop. « « «» :lbbentrop then asked me whether there was
golng to be a war or not - you may rscall that the despatch

did not definitely say that there would be war, only that in
case there was 3 war such and such was desired. In reply to
his questions I told bim that I knew of Hull's severe reply

and also of the burning of the code books in the United States,
and that relations wers svidently extremely strained, but
whether war would actually come about or not I could not say. .
. Hibbentrop stated that this was an extremely grave decision
that Germany would havs to make and that besfores he could give
any reply he would have to communicate with Hitler at Supreme
Headquarters. . .+ . I do not remember whether 1t was that
day or the next, but in any case Ribbentrop sent for me again
and when I went he stated that Sovist forces had Just launched
1 severe counter-offensive in the loscow sector and a portion
of ths Cerman Armies was surrounded, Therefore, he said,
Hitler had pgone personally to the area to direct overations

ind that hs had not been able to make contact with him yat.

It 1s a_furthsr fact that there was s very bad storm raging
around Serlin at the time, and I believa that all communications
were badly hampered. In any case he askad me to stand by for a
while, ae he was trying very hard to make contact with the
Fushrer.

- Now, Gensral, this all happenad osn the day you receivzad the

despateh from Tokyo containing these instructions to approach
the Garman Government?

As I just told you, I am not absolutely certain of whether it
was thit day or the naxt..

klbbentrop then questioned me, asking whethar Japan had
anything to offzr on her part and, too, whether she was pre-
pared to draw up another »act regarding mutual aid. . . . In sub-
stance, the Yermans at this point were bescoming vary foxy and
wanted payment for goods delivered if thsy supplied thz goods.
I told rim that this would mean doing away with the Military
Commission that existsd at the time or at least taking away
their prerogatives, so that I was not in 2 position to make
any counter-proposals, and that I would communicate about this
mattsr with the Japanese Government. Hibbentrop then said ths
he wished me to not send such a communication yet, as this was
simply his own 1dea and he would have to communicate with Hit
before 1ng official nepgotiations were entera2d into with the
Japanese Uovarnment. I then sent a daspatch to the Japanesge
Uovernment - this was around the third or fourth of Dscember
1941 - relating how I h+d informsd Hibbentrop about their wishes
and how Ribbentrop had not beesn ables to contact Hitler yet.
There comss a brlef raecess in the proccedlngs at this point.

-l-




Dof. Doc. 2820

A,

. L] . .

Following this I recelvzd in almost dally requsst from the
German Govarnmant for iny further news as they, too, were
very anxXious to find out whether war was actually golng to
break out or not. On my part I was 3Xtremely anxlous to con-
tact Eitlar, but as it transpired right up to trs start of
hostilities we were not able to contact him,

's now come to December T, 1941, Sometime during the
altarnoon I received a despatch from the Forelgn Office in
Tokyo to the affect that they wishsd me to spead up nepotia-
tions ind come to a dscision as quickly as possible. I do
not know for certain when this telegram was rsceived, but after
boing decoded it was handed to me about 5 P.M, Bacause of this
communication I decidzd under any circumstances to send a
telegram to tha Jananese Governmant reagarding the progress of
my talks wlth the CGermans so far. This meant that I would
have to include that w'ic Hibbentrop had regussted me not to
communicate about, as 1t was his own idea and not the official
views of the CGerman Government. In my talepram I wrote up
the full history of these talks and while L did not say that
Fibbantrop had requestad ms not to communicate about it I de-
finitely stated that thasa views regarding unconditional aid
wera Ribbasntrop's alone bacause It had been impossible to malks
contact with Hitlar as yet. la of the Embassy Staff had a
conferznce about thz communication we should sz=nd and based
on that this dsspateh wis draftad ang completed around 7 P.M.,
Berlin time. Around 8 F.M., Zerlln time, after having given
orders to send off this despatch I returnsg to my officinl
rzsidence. After about ten er twenty minutzs I recaived a
phone ¢31ll from Counsallor K4AWAHARA Informing me that he had
haard from a man namad NOHAEA, an Embassy 2mployse, that this
man had h2ard on the radio that tha Jipanzse Yavy had attacked
Fearl Harbor. TImmadiately following this telephone call I
called the Japanase Embasegy and ordarad that the dzspatch
which had besn preparad bs eznecelad - that is to say, not be
s2nt. Following this @1bbentrop taelsphoned and saild that he
had bz2ard thz news ovar tha alr that Fearl Harbor had been
attacked, but that was 311 ho knew, and did I have any further
information ag to whether the rzport was true or not, T
ansWwerzd that I had only heard about it a few minutes before
and knew no mors than hs had recountzad. Hsz .than raguzstzd
ma to comz2 rlsht ovsr ts %is home and while I had not yst
evin had my dimner I want on ovsr. He oncz igaln asked me
if I knew anything further and I answarsd In the negativa.
Ribbentrop than told ms that as a mattar of faict he had pra-
ceived a telephone call from Suprems Headquarters in which they
£31d that they had heard thls over the radlo, but did he,
Ribbentrop, know Anything more about it., I then askad him
whether, having been ablz to contact Hitler, he had spoken
about the matter of Yarmany's entry into the war, and Ribbentror
answarad that Hitler had stated he was in accord with Japan's
wishes, but wishzd to wait until an official confirmation of
ths start of hostilities was received fron Japan, Ribbentrop
and I broke off the conversation at this point and I return:zd
homz. The next day I receivad the official report from Japan
and communicated this fact to Riboentrop. e than began drawing
up the pact., This pact has been made public, but as I raeall
the main points they were that no cassation of hostilities ‘or
A separatz peace would b2 entered lnto by any of ths signatories
without prior discussion.
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What date was it signed? ‘

Decembar 11, 1941. MNow, in so far as this treaty goes, while
I may have boon off slithtly on datss, the actual facts lead-
ing up to it are as I have rocountad ‘it and I bslievs that
both Ribbentrop and Gaus would know of it also. -

The actual drafting of tha nact then, according to your statzs- -
ment, startad on December 9, and it was signed on December 11,
Is that corrasct?

The drafting of the pact bagan on the 8th and the pact was
signzd on the 1lth,

L] L] L .

It was a very simple pact and did not necessitate detailed
dlscussions.
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Q. Proceed,

A. Following the recelpt of this despatch containing the orders
from the Japanese Government I conveyed the message to
Ribbentrop. « « « iibbentrop then asked me whether there was
going to be a war or not - you may rscall that the despatch
did not definitely say that there would be war, only that 1in
case there was a war such and such was desired. In reply to
his cuestions I told him that I knew of Hull's severe reply
and also of the burning of the code books in the United States,
and that relations wers evidently extremely strained, but
whether war would actually come about or not I could not say. .
. Ribbentrop stated that this was an extremely grave decision
that Germany would have to make and that beforz he could give
any reply he would have to communicate with Hitler at Supreme
Headquarters. « +» «» I do not remember whether 1t was that
day or the next, but in any case Ribbentrop sent for me again
and whan I went he stated that Soviest forces had Just launched
n severe countsr-offensive in the koscow sector and a portion
of the Cerman Armlies was surrounded. Therefore, he said,
Hitler had gone pversonally to the area to direct opsrations
and that h2 had not been able to maka contact with him yet.

It 1g 3 further fact that there was a vary bad storm raging
around Serlin at the time, and I believe that all commynications
were badly hampered. In any case hs askesd me to stand by for a
while, as hs was trying very hard to make contact with the
Fuehrer.

Ce Now, General, this all happened on the day you recelvad the
despatch from Tokyo containing these instructions to approach
tha Gzrman Govarnment?

A, As I just told you, I am not absoslutely certaln of whather it
wags that day or the nesxt.

Ribbentrop then quasstioned me, asking whether Japan had
anything to offar on har part and, too, whether she was pre-
pared to draw up another »act regarding mutual aid. « « . In st
stance, the Ysrmans at this point were bacoming vsry foxy and
wanted pa2yment for goods delivsred 1if thsy supplied ths goods.

I told him that this would mean dolng away with the NMilitary
Commission that exlsted at the time or at least taking away
their prerogatives, so that I was not in a position to make

any counter-proposals, and that I would communicate about this
matter with the Japanese Government. Kibbentrop then said that
he wished me to not sand such a communication yet, as this was
simply his own 1dea and he would have to communicate with Hitle:
before any official negotiations were sntzsrsd into with, the
Japanese Govarnment. I then sent a dzspatch to the Japanese
Uovernment - this was around the third or fourth of December
1941 - relating how I h-d informsd KRibbentrop about thair wishss
and how Ribbentrop had not been ables to contact Bitlar yet.
There comes a brief recess in the procsedlings at thils point.
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Following this I recesivzd 2an almost dally request from the
German Govarnm2nt for any further news as they, too, were
very anxious to find out whother war was actually golng to
break out or not. On my part I was extremely anxlous to con-
tact Pitlar, but as it transpired right up to ths start of
hostilities we werz not 2ble to contact him.

Ta now come to December 7, 1941, Sometime during the
aftarnoon I received a despatch from the Foreign Office in
Tokyo to the effsct that they wished me to spesd up negotia-
tions ind come to a dscision 1s quickly as possible. I do
not know for certain when this telegram was resceived, but after
being decoded 1t wais handed to me about 5 P.li Bacause of this
eommunication I decidad under 2ny circumstances to send a
telegram to tha Japinese Government regarding the progress of
my talks with the Germans so far. This meant that I would
have to include that w*ich kibbentrop had recuzsted me not to
communicate about, as it was his own idea and not the official
views of the German Government, In my tzlesram I wrote up
the full history of thase talks and while 1 did not say that
Ribbantrop had requestad m2 not to communicate about it I de-
finitely stated that thase views repgardlng unconditional aid
worz Ribbantrop's alonz bacause 1t had been imposslble to make
contact with Bltlar as yets 'lo of the Embassy Staff had a
confarznce about th2 communicntion we should s2nd and based
on that thig daspatch was draftzd and completed around 7 P.l.,
Earlin timz. 4round B F.M., ferlin time, after having glven
orders to send off this despatch I rsturned to my official
rzaidence. After about tan er twenty minutzs I recelved a
vhona c3ll from Counsellor KAWAHARA informing me that he had

zard from 3 man nam2d WHAEA, an Embassy employee, that this
man had h2ard on the radio that thz Japansse Wavy had attacked
Fearl Harbor. Immadictely following this tzlephons call I
enlled the Japanasa Embassy and ordered that the despatch
which had besn nreparad bes cancelad - that is to say, not be
sant. Following this aibbentrop talsphoned and sald that he
had bhz2ard the news ovzar the air that Pearl Harbor had been
attacked, out that was 3ll hs knew, and did I have any further
informition as to whaethsr the r2port wis true or not. I
answer2d that I had only haeard about it 2 few minutes before
and %Xnew na more thn he had recountad. Kz thon ragqueetsd
me to coms risht ovsr to hie homs ind while I had not yet
cven had my dinner I wznt on ovar. Iie once again asked ma
if T knew anything further 2nd I answered in the negatlva.
Ribbeantrop th2n told ms that as 2 matter of fact he had re-
caived 8 telephons call from Suprema Headguarters in which they
caid that they had heard this over the radio, but did hes,
Ribbzntrop, know anything mora about it. I than asked him
whether, having besn able to contact Hitler, he had spoken
about ths matter of UYUarmany's entry into the war, and Ribbentr
answerced that Bitler had stated he was in accord with Japan's
wlshes, but wishad to walt until an official confirmatlon of
thz start of hostilities was raceived from Japan. Ribbentrop
and I broke off the convaersation at this point and I returnszd
homz. The naxt day I received the official report from Japan
and communicated thls fact to nibbentrop. e then began drawling
up the pact. This pact has been made public, but as I recall
the main points they were that no czssation of hostilities or
a separatz paice would bz entored into by any of ths signatories
without prlior discussion.




, XTI ES i e e e "‘ et § —— A | L —“*-— | A '!:_ . ._ i L : ‘w" =
- iil-lllllllllllii-lII-I-lII-------Illillillllllllllllllllll-lllllllllll e
o

] Def. Doc. 2820 4
b
i G. What date was it sipgnod?
| A. Decembsr 11, 1941, 1Wow, in so far as this treaty goes, while |
{ I may have beon off slightly on datss, the actual facts lead- g
A ing up to it ars as I have racountzd it and I balievs that 4
h both Ribbentrop and Gaus would know of it also,
: €. The actual drafting of ths pact then, according to your statz- 1
ﬁ mont, started on December 9, and it was signnd on December 11. |
r Is thqt corract? 1 :
" A. The drafting of ths pact bagan on the 8th and ths pact was y
& ' signed on the 1llth, '
\
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' A, It was a very qimple prict and did not necessitate detailed :
f discussions., )
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