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earl Harbor Attaclk - Congress of the Mited State y ceventy-Ninth
;ongress, First fesslon. | '

Lxcgrpt from testimony of Adm. Harold R, Staf;i“ Friday, January 4,
194 250/ £0)E .

Admiral STARK, I should say we were both making overt (6158)
acts against each other. I vas asked with regard to that by - I haw
forgotten whicn congrescion2i commlittee, I was appearinz before a
number of tnem regularly - gnd I stated and 1t will uatovbtedly be
in the record somewhere that in my opinicn it did nct make much
difference what we 4id; that Hitler had every reacon, if he wanted
to exercise it so far as invernctionzl law was coucerned, to go to
war with us at any Siue but tact he wovid chocse his own time and
it would be a cold-bloocded cdeclsion with him a&s to when that time
would be most effective.

Mr, GEARNMART. ©Now, an overt act agalinst Gurma“y in 1941 con-
stituted an overt act apgainst Jepen in Jaw, did it not?

Admiral STARK,., No, sir; not in mv opinicn. We ware not at war

1th Japsn. Japen was not at wer with anvcodj except the Chinese.
wverg endeavoring - thet is, the President and kr, Hull were, in
» opinion, and I was cl»se to them - not to precipitate a war in
the “acific.

Mr. GEARHART. Yesj; but didn't 1t ever enter into your discussions
‘s a menber of the war council consistirg of the President, the thres

seretaries and the two Chiefs of Staff, didn't it ever enter into
our discussions as to whether or not 2n overt act of a military
nature egainst Germany wmight conzcvitute or also constituted an overt
act against the Jzpan- (6159) cse?

Admiral STARX. I do not recell i1¢. I had nevar thought of it
tntil you just asked the question.

lir. GEARHART. Well, lect me direct your attention to page 84 in
Peace and War. I will read yocu a paragraph:

On September 27, 1940 Cermany, Italy and Jopen signed a2
far reaching treaty of alliance. In that tresty it was pro-
vided that Japan recogniced and respectcd the leadership of
Germany and Italy in the establishiment of 2 new order in
Europe; that Germany and Itely recogni=ed end respected the
leadership of Japan in the esteblishment of a new order in
Greater Aslaj and that vhe tiiree countries would assist one
another with all political, economic and military means
when one of the powers was attacked by a power not then in-
volved in the Eurovean woer or in the Chinesc-Japeonese con-
flicts

Now, it would appear from thet, would it not, thcet Japan became

bligated to attack the United States under its agreement with
rmany end Itzly of September 27, 1940, upon the United States
taclking Germany?

Admiral STARK. Yes; I think that is correct, elthough I believe
that the State Department might testify to the fact that Japzn in
the last anelysis would make her own decision as to carrying out

10t provision and she would or would not, (6160) according to
hether or not it would be usceful to her.

Mr. GEARHART, Well, do you agree with this conclusion which is
¢rawn by the writer of this boolk, evidently wita the approval of
the Secretary of State of thet day , ‘

The last of these provisions obviously was aimed directly at tre
United States.
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Admiral STARK, Yesj I think that may be correct, sir, I think
they had us in mind.
thaér.hG%ARHERT. Then it was the bellef of the State Department,
nd gossibly of the War Council, that Germany, Italv, and Japen
ad

d belligerent action on the part of the United States
" thg %%ge they gntered into that agrecment?

STARK. I think so, at least a possibility of it. I |
.1gﬁ%mégglthrt for a long per{od our diplomatic effort wes to pry
Tepan loose from that Axis sct-up or Tri-Partitc agrcement.

Vr. GEARHART. Well, you were familier with the intercepts, in
ne of which the Jepencse in Weshington, or rather, in Tokyo 1n-
‘ormed Berlin of their steadfast adhcrence to the Tri-Partite agree-

nents?
TARK. Yes, sir. |
ﬁﬁ?igﬁiﬂgﬁﬁT. So fér s anything thoat has ever bcen acquired :
along the line through any of the intercepts or through any of |
the discussions with the Japanesec Ambassadors, no Erqgress was made |
towards separating the Japanese from thelr Axls (6161) obligations. ‘“

Admiral STARK. No, sir; we didn't get to first basc on that.

Mr. GEARHART., Yes. And the intercepts told you, all of the time 4
that we were negotieting with them, thet the Japanese were adhering
strictly to their ’xis obligations?

i Admiral STARK. I believed therc was one intercept showing Ger-
] many's dissatisfaction with the fact thet Japen weas not doing morc,

1t least one,
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(Pages 2313 - 2314, Part 5 - "Pearl Harbor Attack")
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