A

| EEADGQUARTERS .
U. S, STRATAGIC BOI'BING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO . #234 |
C/0 POSTIAcTEL, SAN FRANCISCO

!&éiEiQIEQ

INTEFROGATION MO. 515 g, " ~ PLACE: Tokyo

DATE: 10 Dec 1945
Division of Origin: riliﬁaryAnalys%si
Suhiect: Jecpanese Navy Air Force 1n FSiayan Céwpaign |
Person Interroguted and Background:

Captain SONOKAWA, Xameo, IJN ‘ ?
(for background see USSBS Interrogation #387

Wrere interviewed: ['eiji- Building:
Interrogator: Major " eELV.4IN, GSC
Interpreter:s Lt CALRZY, USHR

Allied Officers Present: Captein FPaoKINz, i1
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This intéerrocsiion is supplementsry to USSBS #387 and arplifies tre
discussion of tre Japanese Navy Air strikes on t'e Singeapore area. Tre
strikes against Port Darvin in April-June 1942 are slso discusser.,

MALAYLN Cil PAIGN

(. #s I understand it, you were tte cormander of & group of Japanese
Navy medium hombers wricl operated from Ssipen &t the heginning of
tte war., You rave already told tte Naval Anslysis Division about
how trat group participsted in t'e attack on tie Fepulse and tlre
Prince of Wasles., I stould like to incuire ahout the attacks made on
Singapore.

A, Our operations egsinst Singapore began on tte 8tk of December wlen
" we attacked witr 72 type €6 medium bomhers (NELL). We encountered

bad weatter, and a“out 36 plenec rulled back to Sasipan. Each plane
carried 12 X 60 kilo bomhs. Ttet wes our normel bomb load on threse
operstions. The targets vere tre sirfields &t Singapore, One of
tFe fields wss nesr the Navel Rase, snd if ve it tre Navel Base
it was by sccident. On 3C Dzcemher, 1 Jenuary end 3 Jenuary, ve made
night sttacks on trs sirficlds, esacl &ttack involving about 36 plenes.
Reginning on 12 Jenusry end contimuing to tre end of the-wontlk, we
scteduled deily deyliglt ettacks with about 354 rlaenes covered by
shout 18 figrters, Thte weatbter wss had on &ll but five or six deys and
wa often cancelled tre operation. Thre Army insisted thet treir fight-
ers accorpsny us, hut we tried to discourage that &s nucl &s pos-
sible. Army figtters in fact did escort us on & few of ttose strikes,
In 811, I s*ould say we flew shout 520 sorties, including &hout 75
figrter sorties and dropped perheps 4CO tons of borbs. Tre targets
were slvays tre sirfields. I am reconstructing trese figures from
memory, and there may have heen strikes whick I do not rzcell,
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INTERROGATION NO.

Wrat opposition did vou encounter?

Once we ret some SPITFIRES, IURRICANES and P-40s when our fighrter
escort rad left us. “le vere very frightened, but actuelly tlre
Allied pilots were very poor. e stot down sore of ttrem, but trey
got none of us dcspite the fact that we were flylng type 96 hombers
(NELLS). I think tte best of tte Britist end Americen Air Forcecs
were tten in Burope. No one told re whet opposition 16 expect over
Singuporz; but it wes gsnerelly trovght thet it vould he vesk.

Fow meny plancs did you lose?
Only & very srell nurhir., I can only recall 2 losses,

Fow do tte Singszpore operations-- botk Army end Nevy-- comperc with
otter operations you conducted?

I suppose trey werc tre largest reguler borbing operstilons ever
conducted by Jspan. The suicide operetions et :Okingwe wers larger,

In the report of your interrogution by .tre Navel Anelysis Division
it appesrs thet tte hepulse end Princc of " &les oporetidn wes citrried
out by type 1 bombers (BETTYS). Is tret correct? |

No. Twenty seven of tlrem were type 1hbowbars:(BETTYb).ETke.rest N
were type ©6 hombers (NELL). B 3

Whrat wes the indicuted sir speed of your plenes for tre torpedo

" yrun on tre Repulse and tle Prince of Veles?
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liret did yvou considor to he thre operetiorel redius of your borbers
ot this time?

About 700 nezutical miles for hotk the type €7 und the type l.

~ PORT DARVIN

T understend tret you rsd some pert in tke gttecks on Port Derwln

 in 1942 =nd 1943, Cen yoru tell us sbout them?

A.

I wes commander of the TAKAO Air Group which hegan_to_op?%ate'from
Kenderi cgeinst Port Derwin in Arril of 142, end 1 keve no personsl

knowledgs of zttucks rede before 1 April 1642 or after 1 Februery 143,

when I went back to Jepen, I have hcen told by Ceptein FUCE IDA
(wro is here with me) tret the 19 Fob 42 cerrier strike on
PORT DAR IN wus followed by &n stteck by ¢hout 30 redium borbers

- on the same day. Tre cerriers kit sripping end eir fields, but

the 12nd besed planes only tre sir fields., As I recull it, after
I took clargs, the following strikes were run on PORT DAR+1N:

DATE . PLANES ' TAKGET

2C April 42 .3 Figrters ~ Airfields

22 April 42 , 45 Medium Borbers Airfields

30 April 42 | 20 Figtters A pirfields
15 Bombers - . Airficlds

13 June 42 >7 Fighters - " Docks-end
27 Bombers 0il Tanks

14 June 42 27 Figrters | Airfields
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DATE PLANES TARGET
15 June 42 27 Fighters Airfields
27 Bomhers .

16 June 42 27 Fighters Airfields
27 Bombers

15 July 42 27 Fighters Docks
27 Bombhers

hbout ttris time, we sent relf our strengtl to RABAUL, and threreefter
we used to run raids witl aBout 6 plaenes sbout 4 deys & wrontlh, I believe
tte Army joined in trese raids in June of 1943, «fter I left.

Qe Whret was the purpose of tlhe raids on PORT DARWIN?

A. We trought PORT DARWIN &an importaent subrecrine base, So far as I know,
we did not expect & push from trere trrough TIMOR &nd tre CELEBES. We

were not perticulerly concerned sbout cir strikes from PORT DARZIN, I wes
not on tre planning end &nd I rezlly do not know wry these operctions werec
ordered, |




