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vhief Regulating Office(r), General Headquarters
oouthwest Pacific Area

Crulser Division

Commander, Task Force

Commander, Task Group

Commander, Task Unit

CYCLORE TASK FORCE

Department of the Army

Dally Summary of Enemy Intelligence, G-2 sSection,
General Headquarters, Southwest Facific Area

Engineer Boat and Shore Regiment

Engineer Special Brigade

ixecutive Officer

Fleld Artillery

Flight Lieutenant, Royal Australian Air Forc

Fileld Order

The general staff sections of large army head-
quarters. The G-1 Section is for personnel, the
G-2 for intelligence; the G-3 for operations; the
G-4 for logistics.

General Headquarters, Army Forces Pacific

General Headquarters, Southwest Pacific Area

Group

General Staff, U.S. Army

distorical Records Section, Departmental Records
Branch, Administrative Services Division, Office
of The AdJjutant General, U.S. Army.

Imperial Japanese Navy

Intelligence

Interrogation

Headquarters, Intermediate Section, U.S
oervices of Supply, Southwest Pacific Area

Japanese Army Air Force

ifhe Joint Army-Navy Ass

Joint Chiefs of Staff

Jolnt Intelligence Center, Pacific Ocean Areas

Journal

Joint Staff Planners

Joint War Plans Committee

randing Force

Loglstics Instructions

Liaison Officer

letter

Marine

Medical Corps

Military Intelligence Division

Message

Netherlands East Indies

New Guinesa

Off icer

Office of the Chief Engineer

The Office of the Chief of Military History

Operation(s) Instruction(s)

Operations Division, War Department General Staff

Operation(al)

Organization Records Branch, Records Administration
Center, Office of The Adjutant Generel, U.S. Army

Ordnance

PERSECUTION COVERING FCRCE of the PERSECUTION TASK
FORCE

reriodic

Planning

Platoon

racific Ocean Areas

Motor Torpedoc Boat

PERSECUTION TASK FORCE
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Quartermaster
Royal Australian Air Force

¢ Radio

: Royal Australian Navy
; Reconnaissance

o Regimental Combat Team

R 4 Report
B RECKLESS TASK FORCE

L S-1l, S-2, S-3, S-4 The personnel, intelligence, operations, and supply
2 sections, respectively, of regimental and batta-
lion headquarters.

3 SCAP Supreme Commsnder for the Allied Powers, Tokyo
SOPAC South Pacific Area

“q Sqn Sguadron

3 SSUSA Speclael Staff, U.S. Army

b Sum Summary

4 SWPA Southwest Pacific Area

2 D Tank Destroyer

: TF Task Force

E Trng Training

B Irp Troop
; TrTF TRADEWIND TASK FORCE

TTF TORNADO TASK FORCE

TyTF TYPHOON TASK FORCE

| USA U.S. Army

U.S5. Army Forces in the South Pacific Area

-

» Army Forces, Middle Pacific

o

U.S

USAFPOA UsS. Army Forces, Pacific Ocean Areas
U.S, Army Services of Supply, Southwest Pacific Are=a
J

3 USF U.S. Forces
';} USSBS U.S. Strategic Bombing Survey
v VD War Department (now Department of the Army
b Wkly Weekly
' WO Warning Order
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BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

P I, Official Records

This volume is based principally upon official records of the United

States and Allied armed forces. These records comprise six major categories:

records of the United States -- British Combined Chiefs of Staff (CCS); the

United States Joint Chiefs of taff (JCS) and subordinate committees, such

i?é as the Joint Staff Planners (JPS):; the U.S. Army; the U;S. Navy: the U.S.
i?;l Marine Corps; the Allied armed services. OSince, during the war, the U.G. ,
+§% ir Force was part of the U.S5. Army, its records are here classed as Army g
‘éf records. é
;} A. Records of the Combined Chiefs of Staff. Information concerning
EE decisions at the highest Allied level is in the records of the CCS, copiles
}:; of which are in the files of the war-time Operations Division, General
;f Staff, U.S. Army (OPD) in the custody of the Historical Records Section,
’? Departmental Records Branch, AdJjutant General's Office, U.S. Army (HRS DRB
AGO). The principal body of the CCS records releting to this volume are in
bound volumes containing the papers and minutes of the following CCS
meastTings :
£ 1. SYMBOI (Cagsablanca, January 19L3).
;; 2. TRIDENT (Vashington, May 1943%),
: 3. QUADRANT (Quebec, Auguet 1943).
ff L., SEXTANT (Cairo - Tehran, November - December 1943).
;; B. Records of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. Since, under the CCS, the |
? JCS were responsible for the direction of the war in the Pacific, the back- %
;i ground material for the major strategic decisions relative to that war 1s %
g‘ in the records of the JCS and their subordinate committees. These records é
; are filed in the same place as those of the CCS, The JCS records consulted
&
i included minutes of JCS and JPS meetings and the numbered JCS and JPS papers
é containing material relevant tc the approach to the Philippines.
: irb
3 ' C. Records of the U.S. Army.

l. Records of the General Staff, U.S. Army.
a, The Chief of Staff's Log, 1942 - 1944, This log, filed

"y .-‘..."-r - - . o N % -‘L..“___'_
& T RAC S R

;? in the Staff Communications Branch, Office of the Chief of Staff, :
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U.S. Army, contains communications between General Marshall and
ranking Army commanders in OVerseas theaters, such as General
MecArthur in the Southwest Pacific and General Richardson in

the Central Pacific. Since General Marshall acted as the JCS
axyecutive for the Southwest Pacific, the log also contains copiles j)
of many messages originated by the JCS. Also included are records
of radio - telephone conversations between General Sutherland
(General MacArthur's Chief of Staff), who attended many JCS
conferences in Washington, and General R. J. Marshall (General
MacArthur's Deputy Chief of Staff), at the overseas end in the
Southwest Pacific. The log also conteins daily reports from the

major Army overseas commanders.

b. Overations Division, Genmeral Staff U.S. Army, 1942 - 19hk,

These files are in the custody of the HRS DRB AGO., Arranged
according to the Army's decimal system, these files contain much
material on OPD planning and proposals in regard to the conduct
of the war in the Pacific and, 1n addition, many papers providing
background for the Army's point of view as presented at meetings
of the JCS and subordinate committees. All OPD files containing

material relevant to the approach to the Philippines were consulted.

o  Records of General Headgquarters, Southwest Pacific Area., Whille

these records are technically Joint, Allied papers they are, with a few

relatively minor exceptioms, 1n the custody of the U.S. Army. The most
i{mportant records of CHQ SWPA thus far returned to the United States
are those of the G-3 Section. This collection is divided into two
parte: the G-3 Journal File and the G-3 Administration Division
decimal files. The Journal Flle contains daily, weekly, monthly, oOr
other serially distributed intelligence and operations reports of various
sectione of GHQ SWPA and me jor subordinate commands within the theater.
There is also much planning material and copies of most of the communi-
cations between GHQ SWPA and other theater headquarters in the Pacific
snd Far East. The G-3 Administration f1les contain similar material
and, in addition, coples of CHQ SWPA correspondence with the War Depart-

ment and the Australian Government concerning such matters as labor,

e - B

RESTRICTF'

. b t”km;‘“ € in

R




Tables of Organization, and logistice. The G-3 papers originally #

classed Top Secret have not, for the most part, been returned to the

United States, but have been retained by U.S. Army headquarters in

Tokyo. Unfortunately, that headquarters hasﬁalso retalined the G-3
distorical Division and G-3 Planning Diviesion files, although copies
of some of these records have been obtained on speclal request by the
Office of the Chief of Military History (OCMH). The G-3 Journals are
in the HRS DRB AGO, while the G-3 Administration files are in the
Organization Records Branch, Records Administration Center, AdJjutant ;
General's Office (ORB RAC AGO). Other important records collections

2 of GHQ SWPA 4n tho‘United States are the Adjutant General's decimal
files and the records of the Allied Translator and Interpreter Section
'3 (ATIS), a subordinate operating agency of the G-2 Section, GHQ SWPA.
The former collection is filed under the title General Headquarters,
Far East Command (GHQ FEC) in the ORB RAC ACO while the ATIS documents

are in the HRS DRB AGO. The ATIS collection comprises many valuable

. . . = L e - - .'.‘ - .
.‘vﬂ‘ #_‘ - ._-l'-‘ *ﬂ_‘l‘_"r ™. o Lo e - - "
T v o . e g ; . '
. ) : d % + i . "‘, ! 1 + . ‘

translations of Japanese documents, copies of interrogations of prisoners,

S - o
. T I3 -1
I-. '_‘- ] ‘I-I. L

and speclal studies concerning various aspects of the Japanese military
- servicee. An almost complete collection of the publications (terrain
é handbooke and terrain studies) of the Allied Geographic Section (AGS),

another agency of G-2 GHQ SWPA is in the custody of the OCMH, and pro-

o s

; ."'qﬁﬂ‘.“;- %F—‘W vl.i._ 1.*‘
" " '

vide much excellent geographic information on various localities in

New Guinea and the Netherlands East Indies. The papers, photographs,

. ;ir;:ec-f.-

maps, interviews, etc., upon which the AGS documents were based are
in the custody of the Australian Army. Moet of the records of the G-2

and G-4 Sections of GHQ SWPA are still in the custody of U.S. Army head-

quarters in Tokyo.

5. ALAMO FORCE (U.S. Sixth Army) Records. ALAMO FORCE, a special

task force operating directly under GHQ SWPA, was actually Headquarters,

olxth Army, which role it re-assumed in September 194k. As ALAMO FORCE,
the headquarters maintained separate sete of records for each operation
or group of operations in the SWPA described in this volume. Thus, ;
there are separate ALAMO ccllections for Hollandia-Aitape, for Wakde-
Blak, for Nosmfoor, for Sansapor, and for Morotai. The most important
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records in these five collections comprise the After Action Reports,

Sy S 70

L
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and the Journal Files of the G-1, G-2, G-%, and G-4 Sections. For the

Wakde~-Biak group, there are three sets of G-3 Journals -- for ALAMO é
? FORCE Headquarters, Advance Headquarters, and Rear Headquarters. The 2
reports and general staff section documents are in the HRS DRB AGO, )

filed under the title ALAMO FORCE, while many records of the special
staff sections are in the custody of the ORB RAC AGO, where they are
filed under the title Sixth Army. The ALAMO G-3 Section records are
particularly valuable in that they contain much important planning
material not found in other collections and include many GHQ SWPA
papers which, originally classed Top Secret, are not to be found in
GHQ SWPA files now available in the United States. The G-3 Section
papers also contain material concerning intelligence and logistics.
The G-1 and G-2 Sections Journal Files are not as voluminous nor as
valuable as those of the G-3 Section, but those of the G-4 Section
contain much important supply data and, strangely enough, many copies
of intelligence records not to be found in the G-2 Journals. The ALAMO
After Action Reports provide brief, fairly accurate summaries of opera-
tlons. The Japanese and Allied casualty figures contained in these
narratives appear to be quite accurate. Another extremely valuable
collection of ALAMO FORCE material is the ALAMO G=-2 Weekly Reports,
filed in the library of the G-2 Section, General Staff, U.S. Army.
This serial publication includes translations of many Japanese unit
orders, weekly estimates of the enemy situation, corrections and
addenda to previous estimates, Japanese order of battle information,
and evaluations of Japanese tactics and equipment. All in all, the
various ALAMO FORCE records collections have proved to be the most

valuable single source of information for the preparation of this

volume.

Yy, Ground Task Force and landing Force Records. For the South-

westl Pacific operations described in this volume there were set up
: : under ALAMO FORCE various special ground task forces, in turn some-
times sub-divided into landing forces. Strictly speaking, these were
Joint, Allied commands. However, they were built around U.S. Army
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corps, division, or regimental headquarters and their records are in

tie custody of the U.S. Army, the bulk of them in HRS DRRB AGC, While

most of thege task force rscordes are filed under the task force title,

many of them are filed under the numerical designation of the U.S.
Army unit headquarters around which the task force headquarters were
built., This is expreclally true for the records of the various task
forces' subordinate echelons, attached units, and special staff sec-
tions. Each task force was dissolved as such by ALAMO FORCE and the
records for the period following such dissolution are to be found
under the U.S. Army unit numericsal designations,

The oft'icial records of the ground task forces for actions
described in this volume vary greatly in quality and quantity, depend-
ing both upon the unit and upon the combat situation obtaining at the
time the records were being maintained. The After Action Reports of
the ground task forces or numerically designated units were usually
found quite inadequate and it was often necessary to reconstruct the
operational story entirely from the Journals and Journel Files of
participating units, especlially infantry regiments and battalions.
These Journals and Journal Files also varied considerably in quality
and quantity and had to be supplemented in many cases by interviews
or written comment on portions of the manuscript by officers who took
part in the actions described. Thess interviews and comments are
discussed in another section of the Bibliographical Note. The collec-

tions of the ground task forces and their principal subordinate units

are as fclliows:

&. PERSECUTION TASK FORCE ({ PTF ). The records of this task

force and its principal subordinate units are to be found under

the following titles, most of them in the HRS DKB AGO:

1. PERSECUTION TASK FORCE
11. XI Corps

111. 324 Infantry Division

iv. 1634 Infantry, 41st Infantry Division
v. 112th Cavalry Regimental Combat Team

vi. 124th Infantry, 31lst Infantry Division
vii. 434 Infantry Division

The records of task force headquarters are to be found filed

variously under the task force title, under 324 Infantry Division,

SARICTEL

i _— T} - . ‘ : . o h,:,
& v 5 - L a - e . T, ...l)"- j Ll P #“ F “t ..'.‘.
N ‘W;ﬁé‘ﬁ_'ﬂ| i y l{-—- e *ﬂ""‘ 2 S " "*:1' e . A L. ," .‘E » _':.-. .‘ ot
¥ o i ' ‘1"




RESTRICTED

and under XI Corps. These headquarters records comprise After

Action Reports and the Journals and Journal Files of the general
and special staff sections. The Journals contain communications

between higher and lower echelons, daily reports from subordinate

units, intelligence and operations ma&aps and overiays, casualty
liste, and supply data. The After Action Reports generally pro-
vide only a sketchy outline accounts, the best among them dbeing
the report for the period during which Headquarters, 324 Infantry
Division operated as PTF Headquarters. The story of operations
at Aitape can only be developed by close study of the records of
subordinate units, especially those of infantry regiments and
battalions, By far the best of these are the records of the 127th
Infantry, 32d Infantry Division, and the battalions of that regi-
ment. This collection contains copies of all messages between
that regiment and other echelons of the PTF, maps, overlays, and
even some material concerning other PTF units not be found in
those units' own records. The 112th Cavalry's records for Aitape
are good, but lack detail at the small unit level. The records
of the 124th Infantry, 31st Infantry Division and those of the
2d Battalion, 169th Infantry, L43d Infantr& Division, for the
period of TED FORCE operations at Aitape are entirely inadequate.
Generally spegking, all artillery records of the various echelons
of the PTF are poor -- the narratives tell little and the Journals
and Journal Files difficult to work with. Engineer reports are,
on the other hand, quite good and of great value. One of the
ma jor deficlencies in the records of all echelons of the PIF is a
lack of material concerning air support of ground operations.

b. RECKLESS TASK FORCE (RTF). The RTF records include
those of the NOISELESS IANDING FORCE, the LETTERPRESS LANDING
FORCE, and the RTF Reserve. The bulk of the RTF Headquarters
records are filed under the RTF title in the HRS DRB AGO, although
some scattered material i1s found in the ORB RAC AGO under the
title I Corps. RTF's After Action Report is an excellent one é

and headquarters Journals and Journmal Files are adequate. The
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Infantry Division in the HRS DRB AGO, The 24th Division's After

2 Action Report for Hollandia is by far the best single After

Action Report for any operation discussed in this volume. It

""" includes planning material, information on unit training and
rehearsing, details of operations, personnel records, valusbdle

data on supply, and important intelligence material, A 24th

3 Division Planning Journal, found in the divieion's files in

the ORB RAC AGO, also proved a valusble source of information,
The records of the

c4th Division's organic units contain sufficient

detail for the operations described. RTF Reserve was the 34th

Infantry, 24th Infantry Division, and its recorde are filed with

those of the division in the HRS DRE AGO, Records of the LETTER-
PRESS LANDING FORCE are filed under the title 41st Infantry Divi-
slon in the HRS DRB AGO. The division headquarters records leave

much to be desired but those of the 1624 and 186th Infantry Regi-

- - - - - % -
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N ] L - —* | 4 &
R : - v A

ments are good and provide more than enough material, The records
of RTF artillery unite lack detail Oor are extremely difficult to

use,
¢

Co. TORNADO TASK FORCE (PTF). The records of the TTF and its

: subordinate echelons are filed for the most part in the HRS DRB
2
g. AGD and are located variously under the TTF title or, according
It

to whatever numerically designated U,S, Army headquarters con-

trolled operations at Wakde-Sarmi during each period, under the

following titles:

1, 163d Infantry, 4lst Infantry Division,
'“s 158th Regimental Combat Team,

11i. 6th Infantry Division and component parts,

ive Jlet Infantry Division and component parts,
V. 1238d Infantry, 33d Infantry Division,

The TTF records vary from g00d to poor according to both the

unit concerned and the combat situation obtaining, The task
force general staff section Journals are fair, but lack detail

on small unit actions. Fortunately, in the ORB RAC AGO there

are some special reports and records of the 1lst Battalion (and

its companies) of the 1634 Infantry, 4lst Infantry Division,
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)
which permit the recons truction of the story of the seizure of g

Wakde Island 4n some detail. These reccrds are filed in the 41st

Division collection., The best Af'ter Action Report for Wakde-

Sarmi is that for the period during which Headquarters, 6th

Infantry Division operated as TTF Headquarters.

1 R ST !:Eh}'*"w 'Jﬁ.‘ - VR e PN
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although some material 1s filed under the titles 4lst Infantry

D
ivision or I Corps. The HTF After Action Report for the period

during which Headquarters,

and lower commands. The HTF

I e o SRR

After Action Report for the Period during which.Heauquarters I
)

Co
P8 was at Biak 1is poorly organized, vague, and none too accurate

The best records for ocperations at Biak are those of the 1624 ang

186thInfantrijegiments, 4lst Infantry Divieion, most of which
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4 files in the ORB RAC AGO, and can be used to good advantage to
' supplement information from other sources. The 163d Infantry's

records for Biak are filed with those of the HIF, They are poor

in quality and quantity. The 34th Infantry's records are filed

>

under the title 24th Infantry Division in the HRS DRB AGO. Artil-

lery records for all echelons of the HIF vary from bad to good.

L RS Y N B A R X

e. CYCLONE TASK FORCE (CyTF). The records of Headquarters,
CyTF are generally adequate for the operation described. Most of
them are filed under the task force title in the HRS DRB AGO, but
some are to be found in the files of the 158th Infantry in the
same place. The records of the CyI¥'s other major subordinate
echelon -- the 5034 Parachute Infantry -- are found under that
unit's numerical designation in the HRS DRB AGO., The 503d‘'s
records lack quality and quantity.

f. TYPHOON TASK FORCE (TyTF). Most of these records are

a4 _ L R R LI

filed under the task force title in the HRS DRB AGO and are
sufficient for the operation described, although lack of planning
material leaves a noticeable gap. The documents of some subordi-
nate unite, such as the 6th Cavalry Reconnaissance Troop and the
5th Medical Battalion, are with the 6th Infantry Division files
in the HRS DRB AGO. Other miscellaneous materials sre filed

under the 6th Division title in ORB RAC AGO.

? g. TRADEWIND TASK FORCE (TrTF). The most important records

? of this task force and i1ts major subordinate units are fliled under
the task force title in the HRS DRB AGO., These records lack plan-
ning information but otherwlse provide enough material for the
operation described. Additional material is to be found in the
files of XI Corps, 31st Infantry Division, and the 126th Infantry

of the 32d Infantry Division in the HRS DRB AGO and the ORB RAC AGO,

2. Other U.S5., Army Combat Records.

a. The &lst Infantry Division. The major btody of U.S. Army

- -

combat records not mentioned in the foregoing classification are
those of the 8lst Infantry Division and ite organic and attached
units engaged in operations in the Western Carolines. The 8lst
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Division's After Action Reportfigr

yuy AW

lhou operations has three parts: ¥

Angaur, Peleliu, and Ulithi and other Caroline Islands. These three
provide an excellent summary, but gloss over points of error or

poor performance as do most After Action Reports, The division @

hesadgquarters' general staff sections! Journals and Journal Files are

voluminous and provide sufficient additional material on operations,
intelligence, personnel, and logistics from which to write a detailed
story of the division’s operations. The records of the 32lst Infantry
for Angaur were lost, and the story must be reconstructed from other
avallable sources, For Peleliu, the 321st Infantry's files are more

than adequate, as are those of the 323d Infantry for that island and

i - - "‘"' 1“"‘ " ¢ -T.w B W
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for Ulithi, The 322d Infantry's recordes for Angaur are good. The
divieion's artillery records provide sufficient material for recon- g |

struction of the artillery story.

b, Miscellaneous, In addition to the mumerically designated
ground task force units, the records of many other units were used
in the preparation of this volume, These records fall into two
categories: the records of task force subordinate units not organic
to divisions and the records of Southwest Pacific units which, oriei-
nally designated as task forces, reverted to their numerical desig-
nation after ALAMO FORCE "closed" the task force period of operations.
For the latter group, the relevant bodies of records not discussed
under the ground task force classification are those of the Eighth
Army, the X Corps, and the 934 Infantry Division, all of which provide -'f‘
valnable information concerning the mopping up periods following the »
close of task force operations and the transfer of responsibility in

the areas concerned from the Sixth Army to the Eighth Army. The most

LB N S WL e e YO

important group of records of units not organic to divisions is that

of the 2d, 3d, and 4th Engineer Special Brigades and their boat and

shore regiments. These records are especially valuable for informa~

8.

tion concerning the landing phases of Southwest Pacific Area opera~
tions described in this volume, The records are filed variously in the
HRS DRB AGO and in the collection of the Office of the Chief Engineers, U.S,
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Army. Other useful records are thoae of non-organic tank, engi-

neer, tank destroyer, chemical, and field artillery units.

e B Navy Records.

l. Seventh Fleet. The largest single body of U.S. Navy records

employed in the preparation of thie volume were the plans and reports

of Tesk Force 77, U.S. Seventh Fleet, for operations in the Southwest

Pacific Area. These and the other records of the Allied Naval Forces,

Soutpwest Pacific Area, are in the custody of the U,S. Navy, although

coples of most of the Task Force 77 reporfs are in the HRS DRB AGO, filed

separately or in ALAMO FORCE Journals. Such reports as are not located

there are in The Office of Naval Records and Library. For each of the

SWPA operations discussed, there is available a Task Force 77 report

wvhich covers briefly naval planning, ship bombardment , and landing
operations. Additional material for more detailed coverage of the

naval phagses of the various operations 1s found in the reports of

Task CGroups, Task Units, and relevant individual ships of Task Force 77.

il = TS _--—...-—_--._“

2. Third and Fifth Fleet Records. rlans and reports of the Fifth
———COL hi€COras.

those of the Third Fleet for the operations in the Western Carolines.

Coples of most of the relevant recorde are in the HRS DRB AGO, either

filed separately or in the Journals of the G-3 Section GHQ SWPA.

a?g_ﬁ___QINCP_é_Q_::CINCPOA Records. While Admiral Nimitz' Pacific

Ocean Areas headquarters was technically a Joint, Allied command, its

records are in the custody of the U.S. Navy, Just as the records of

GHQ SWPA are in the custody of the U.S. Army. Copies of most of the

important CINCPAC-CINCPOA documents used in the preparation of this

volume are located in the files of the HRS DRB AGO or in the OCMH., A

few were studied in The Office of Naval Records and Library. The

records included intelligence estimates, campaign plans, staff studies,

and monthly operations reports.

E. U.S. Marine Corps Records. Marine Corps records used in the pre-

paration of this volume were principally the plans and reports of the lst

Marine Division and the III Amphibious Corps for operations in the Palaus.

These documents were employed mainly to obtain planning information, for

which they were invaluable.
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Hollandia operation is found in the report of Company A, let'TankiBattalion, 3,

lst Marine Division, for that operation. Coples of most of the Marine Corps

records consulted are filed in the HRS DRB AGO, and the rest are in Marine

' = Corps files.

M & ¥ ¥ - &
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F, Records of Allied Forces. Some of the Australian source material j
e ———— e a_ L O COB .
employed in the preparation of this volume was obtained by the author

through the courteay of Australian services historical groups, and copies

are on file in the OCMH. The most important of these records were the re-
port of the 6th Australian Division for operations from Aitape to Wewak, the

report of Task Force 74 (the Australian crulser-destroyer component of Allied

Royal Australian Air Force (RAAF) airfield construction squadron activities
in New Guinea. Copies of other Australian reports are to be found in U.S.

Army collections. Among these is the report of the Chief Engineer of the

PTF at Alitape, which is the report of No. 62 Works Wing RAAF and which is

filed in the collection of the Office of the Chief Engineer, GHQ AFPAC.

Another report of the same unit (then redesignated No. 62 Airfield Construc-

tion Wing) for its cperations at Noemfoor is included among the records of

the CyTF. These two reports were invaluable for 1nformation.concerning*ongi-

neer activities at Aitape and Noemfoor. An excellent source for details of

landing operations at Morotai is a British document entitled British Combined

Operations Observers, SWPA sy Report of Naval and Army Observers on the Morotai

Operation. A copy of this report is filed with the TrTF collection in the
HRS DRB AGO.

Il. Sources of Japanese Information.

Japanese source material falls into three major categories: a series

of post-war studies prepared by former Japanese officers; Japanese documents

captured and used in war-time; and interrogations of Japansse prisoners.

A, Japanese Studies in World War 1I. The most comprehensive avail-

able accounts of Japanese operations described in this volume are those

contained in the series entitled Japanese Studies in World War i1, prepared

by former Japanese Army and Navy officers in Tokyo under the direction of

the Historical Section, G-2 GHQ FEC. Translations of most of these studies --

which total over 100 separate reports -- were accomplished by the Allied

. 12 - B
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Translato® and Interpreter Section, Supreme Commander for the Allied

Powers (ATIS SCAP), in Japan. Many of the studiee are badly organized
and some of the translations leave much to be desired. Parts of many were

re-translated by Japanese language experts of the Pacific Section, OCMH,

)

(&

and questionable parts of all translations were checked against the original
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Japanese by the same men. The studies provide invaluable information con-
cerning Japanese high level commend decisions, planning, orders, personnel,
order of battle, dates, and times, much of which cannot be found in other
records. The Japanese preparing the studies relied upon available official
Japanese records, on personal dlaries, on their own memories and on the
memories of other Japanese officers participating in the actions described.
Wherever possible, information in the studies was checked against other
sources of information, such as captured documents and U.3. Army combat
records. Such checking indicated that the studies are remarkably accurate
except for minor discrepancies of dates and times. The major deficlency
of the Japanese Army studies used in the preparation of this volume was
lack of information concerning the decisions of division and regimental
commanders and only occassionally is material on small unit action included.

B A number of the studies fall into sub-series. For instance, there are five

R,

separate studies covering the planning,operations, and logistics of the

4;@32_5591 during that unit's activities in New Guinea, and there are two

. 1"#*‘:" ' "'n. - 7y el -\2-"\ ‘..;
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annexes to these five, one of them providing maps and the other supply and

personnel statistics. Among the most valuable studies used in the prepara-

tion of this volume was the third of the 18th Army group -- 18th Army

1'9..'.?-" ' k‘!s-'r

Operations 11l -- which contains much detailed information concerning
Japanese operations at Aitape. The most valuable single source for Japa-

nese strategic planning was the study entitled History of the Army Section,

T - - L . -
‘I. . "\' 1'.& i'c"‘r Q ""Q‘ N tﬁ £ .ﬂ'l‘ L » :_'I-'l_- pva
1 " A »

Im.erial.Gengzg}_@ggégggg}ggg; 1941 - 1945, which contains summaries of

plans, resumes of high command conferences, and the story of decision at

HE RIS R RN

{” the highest Japanese command levels, Some of the studies concerning Japa-
nese naval operations were also valuable, particularly for the development
of the story of Japanese attempts to reinforce Biak. Copies of both the

translated and Japanese versions of the studies used in the preparation of

J -; . i ¥ " - - il *:"?ﬂ
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this volume are in the OCMH files. Since there were many changes in the

13 - B ,s
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numbering and title system of the studies during their preparation, the OCMH

coplee have different numbers and a few different titles (in translation)

from the numbers and titles intially assigned by the G-2 Section, GHQ FEC.

B. Contemporary Official Japanese Records. Official Japanese docu- ;
ments captured during the war are to be found in translated form in various " o

" A ioaiget - ¢

U.S. Army files. Among the most important of these translations are those

found in the ALAMO FORCE G-2 Weekly Reports in the files of the G-2 Section

; GSUSA; the 24th Infantry Division's report for the Hollandia operation, in
% the HRS DRB AGO; the files of the G-2 Sections of the PTF and its major

: subordinate echelons in the HRS DRB AGO; and the files of other task forces
or diwvisions in the same collection. One of the most valuable of the

official Japanese captured documents was the Field Diary of the 24 Batta-

lion, 80th Infantry, 20th Division, for that unit's operations in the Aitape
area., This diary is filed with other records of the (-2 Section, 324 Infantry

Division, in the custody of the ORB RAC AGO.,

DRB AGO, also contain valuable translations of official Japanese records

captured during the war. Discussion of such records would not be complete

without mention of a Japanee: war-time document entitled Army Section, Im-
perial GHQ, Special Report on lessons from the war, No. 33, Operations of
the YukiGrouE [Séth Division/ in the Biak Island and Sarmi Areas, A

translation of this official Japanese report is filed in the OCMH.

C. Interrogations of Japanese Prisoners.

l. Wartime. Wartime interrogations of Japanese prisonery fall
Into two categories: the preliminary "tactical" interrogations made
at the front by Japanese language experts attached to combat units;
and interrogations undertaken at prisoner of war compounde in rear
areas. Coples of the former interrogations are in the files of the
tactical units concerned in the custody of the HRS DRB AGO. Many of
these are cof value for checking information obtained from other sources,
eﬁéh as Allied intelligence estimates, the Japanese studies, and wvar
time translations of captured documents . The principal body of inter-

rogatione of the second category used in the preparation of this

volume were those filed with the ATIS GHQ SWPA records in the HRS
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g DRB AGO. Since many of these are non-tactical in nature, they adad

little nevw information.

______

2. Post-War., The most important body of post-war interrogations

are those of the United States Strategic Bombing Survey (USSBS), the

.* “1{‘ "l: --.i

published ones among which are discussed below under published works.
In addition to this group, many special interrogations were conducted
i;f by ATIS SCAP in Japan. At the time of this writing, no complete file
;; of this group 1is available, but copies of those employed in the pre-

;g paration of this volume, as well as some unpublished USSBS interroga-

8 tions similarly used, are located in the files of the OCMH.

v i e T 2N ‘
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D. Miscellanecus Sources of Japanese Material. Other valuable sources
of Japanese information are publications of the Military Intellligence Divi-

slon, War Department General Staff, concerning Japanese order of battle
during the war., Coples of these documents are to be found in the library

of the G-2 Section, GSUSA. An ATIS GHQ SWPA publication provided a trans-
lated list of Japanese Army officers, giving rank and position as of Septem-
ber 1942, A copy of this publication is in the OCMH files.

111, Manuscript Histories and Special Studies.

A, Manuscript Histories. During the Southwest Pacific Area operations

sy v T LN R e " = L e . e T . -

déscribed in this volume, no historians accompanied U.S. Army units into the
ield to observe, collect material, and conduct interviews from which to
prepare operational histories., Thus, there was no detailed historical
coverage such as was produced in other theaters during later operations.
However, a historian accompanied the 8lst Infantry Division during that
unit's operations in the Palaus and took notes, collected documents, and
conducted interviews from which an imcomplete manuscript was later prepared.

.

This was The Palau Campaign, written by Maj. Nelson L. Drummond, Jr., par-
tlally in the field and partially during a tour of duty with the Historical
Division, SSUSA, in 1946 - 1947. This long, but imcomplete manuscript pro-
{’“ vides a detailed account of the 8lst Division's cperation on Angaur Island
in the Palaus. Coverage is the 3%21st Infantry's operations is more thorough
than the coverage of 3224 Infantry activities, an extremely fortuitous cir-
cumstance since the 32lst's records for Angaur were lost. The work relies

for the most part on official records, principally those of the 8lst Division

15 - B *
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and its organic elements, but also includes some material which Ma jor

Drummond obtained by cbservation and interview. The manuscript does not

finish the story of Angaur and has little information on operations of

8lst Division units on Peleliu. A copy is on file in the OCMH, «;,
B, Special Studies. A number of special studies and reports pro- ”’

duced by students at advanced officer courses in the various U.S. Army

service schools -- principally The Infantry School and the Command and
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General Staff College -- were perused in the preparation of this volume
in an attempt to find additional materiasl not included in official war-

time records. Despite the obvious potential value of such studies written

X

by officers who participated in the operations, most of them being only
re-hashes of unit After Action Reports, are of little value. Two notable

exceptions are:

l. Maj. Edward O. Logan (Ex - 8-2, 12h4th Infantry), The Enveloping

Maneuver of the 124th Infantry Regiment, East of the Driniumor, Aitape,

New Guinea, 31 July - 10 August 1944, This report, written by Major Logan
at The Infantry School, Ft. Benning, Ga., for the Advanced Officer's Course,
1946 - 1947, was supplied to the author through the courtesy of the library
of The Infantry School, where the report is flled. It supplements ths
sketchy information concerning TED FORCE operations found in official
records and provides valuable extracts from the Journal of the %d Batta-
lion, l?hth.Infantry, 218t Infantry Division, that are not in other files.
2. Lt, Col. Cecil C. Snoddy, Jr., et.al. of Committee No. 14, Armored
Officers® Advanced Course, 1949 - 1950, Armor in Angaur - Peleliu Campaign.

This research report, prepared at The Armored School, Ft. Knox y Ky., pro-

official records. A copy is filled in the OCMH.

Other valuable special studies used in the preparation of the volume in-
cluded articles on Japanese defenses on Biak and Peleliu, to be found in the
MID WD serial publication Military Reports for December 1944 and January
1945, respectively. Other MID WD publications contain similar studies. All
can be found in the library of the G-2 Section, GSUSA.

C. Miscellaneous. Another valuable manuscript source used in the pre-

paration of this volume was Dr. Frank R. Futrell's draft chapters concerning

16 - B
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the approach to the Philippines and the invasion of leyte from a projected
fifth volume of the series THE ARMY AIR FORCES IN WORLD WAR II, bearing the
tentative title The Pacific -- MATTERHORN to Nagasaki. These manuscript
draft chapters were made available to the author through the courtesy of Dr.
Futrell, and a photostat copy of the two are in the files of the OCMH. The
chapters provide valuable material concerning air force planning and opera-

tions immediately prior to the invesion of the Philippines and are especially

useful for coverage of air activities during the Morotai and Palau operations.

V.

Miscellaneous Sources of Information.

A, Interviews., In order to obtain additional information, especially
concerning command decisions, a number of officers were interviewed by the
author during the preparation of this volume. Coples of all interview notes
are filed in the OCMH. Interviews productive of the most valuable informa-
tion were those with the following officers, who are listed according to the
positions they held during the operations described in this volume:

1. Lt. Gen. Robert L. Eichelberger. CG I Corps and Eighth Army; Comdr.
RECKLESS and HURRICANE TASK FORCES.

2. Lt. Gen. Charles P. Hall. CG XI Corps; Comdr. PERSECUTION and TRADE-
WIND TASK FORCES.

5. Brig. Gen. Julian W. Cunningham. CG 112th Cavalry Regimental Combat
Team,

4., Col. Oliver P. Newman. CO 186th Infantry, 4lst Infantry Division.

5. Col., Edward M, Starr. CO 124th Infantry, 31st Infantry Division.

6. Lt. Col. Peter L., Hooper. Executive Officer, 112th Cavalry Regimental
Combat Team.

T. Maj. Joseph L. Manz. Adjutant, 169th Infantry, 43d Infantry Division.
8. Capt. Leonard Lowry. CO Company I, 127th Infantry, 324 Infantry
Division.

In connection with these interviews, it must be pointed out that none were
underteken until the spring of 1947, by which time memory had dulled or
events of one campaign mixed in the mind with those of others.

B, Correspondence. A number of letters vwritten tc the author in
answver to specific questions provided additional information used in pre-

paring this volume. These letters, with inclosures, are in the files of

the OCMH. Other correspondence, some of it of a semi-official nature at
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least, was supplied the author Dy original writers. Copies of such letters

are not to be found in official files. The most important correspondence

used in the preparation of this manuscript was:

1. Itrs, John Balfour, Office of the Official War Historian, Austra-
lia, to author, 21 May 47, 1 Oct 47, 30 Apr L8, 26 May 48, 15 Mar 49,
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€. ILtrs, Flt. Lt. Arthur L. Davies (RAAF)

» War History Section, Hgq.
¢ RAAF, to author, 8 Mar 48, 2 Apr 48, 7 Jul L8. .

5. Ltr, Brig. Gen.Julian V. Cunningham (CG 112th Cavalry RCT and
Comdr., South Force, PERSECUTION TASK FORCE) to RANGOON SIX (Maj, Gen.

William H, G111, CGC 324 Infantry Division and Comdr. y» PERSECUTION COVERING
FORCE, PERSECUTION TASK FORCE), 30 Jul Lk. Copy filed in the OCMH.

4, Ltrs, Col. Edward M. Starr (CO, 124th RCT, TED FORCE of PERSECUTION
TASK FORCE) to Maj. Gen. John C. Persons (CG, 31st Infantry Division), 6

Jul &b, 22 Jul bk, 13 Aug 4i. These letters wvere lent to the author by
Col. Starr, but are not to be found in official files.

)

C. Miscellaneous Notes.

1. Lt. Gen. Robert L. Eichelberger. Dictation dated 4 April 1948,
entitled Background for the Biak Operation. A copy of these notes, which

were prepared by the general for his use during the writing of a series
of articles in The Saturday Evening Post, is on file in the OCMH.

2. General Elchelberger, memorandum

The Biak Operation. This memorandum was for Mr. Milton MacKaye, who

collaborated with the general in the preparation of The Saturday Evening
Post articles. A copy is on file in the OCMH.

dated 10 February 1949, entitled

. Gen. Paul J.
period 6 July - 25 November

J. Nelson L. Drummond and
Pt on the Palau operation. A COpYy

. CG, 8lst Infantry Division, covering the

ese 10tes and extracts were prepared by Ma
used in the preparation of his manuseri

of the notes is on file in the OCMH.

4. Cept. leonard Lowry y CO, Co. I, 127th Infantry, 324 Infantry Divi-

8lon, notes entitled Actions of 5d Battalion, 127th Infantry, During
Altape Campaign, 1944. Copy in OCMH files.

D. Notes and Comments on Volume. Prior to rublication, numerous
—————  OVIRCHLE ON VOlume,

interested parties reaj a1l or parts of the manuscript, supplying additional

material and meking suggestions, Coples of all these notes are on file in

the OCMH. The most lmportant notes were as follows (wartime rank and posi-

tions):

l. Maj. Gen. Stephen J. Chamberlin. Asst. Chlef of Staff G-3, GHQ SWEA ;

remarks at Seminar, Historical Divis lons SSUSA, 23 January 1948, concerning

the Hollandis and Altape operations.

2. Brig. Gen. Julian W. Cunningham and Lt. Col. Peter L. Hooper.

112th Cavalry Regimental Combat Team y notes on chapters concerning opera-

tions at Aitape.
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5. Col. Oliver P. Newman. CO 186th Infantry, 4lst Infantry Division: 3

notes on chapters concerning the Hollandia and Bisk operations.

» 21 L
DL gt

4, (Etec.). %
V. Published Works.
s
y - A, General. While not all the published works listed below are cited
in this volume, all furnish background information bearing on the approach

to the Philippines.

l. Arnocld, General of the Air Force Henry H. Global Mission. Nevw
York: Harper & Brothers, 1949, An interesting and valuable source of _
information concerning the Army Air Forces:* plans and policies. g

ki st B S
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2. Arnold, General of the Army Henry H. Second Report of the Command-
ing General of the Army Air Forces to the Secrets of War. Washington: War

Department, 1945, An official, summary account of Army Air Forces action
during the last two years of the war.

% L N

2. Craven, Wesley Frank, and Cate, James lea, (Eds.). The Pacific:

Guadalcanal to Saipan, August 1942 to July 1944, Vol. IV in the series
THE ARMY AIR

FORCES IN WORLD WAR II. Chicago: The University of Chicago
Press, 1950. This, the Air Forces' official history, provides information
concerning Army Air Forces planning and operations.

4, Elchelberger, 1t. Gen. Robert L., and MacKaye, Milton. "Our Bloody
Jungle Road to Tokyo," The Saturday Evening Post, CXXII, 7 - 13, (13 Aug

S ——— S ——

49 - 24 Sep 49). A series of seven articles by the same authors concerning
General Eichelberger's experiences during the war. Written principally

from the pudblic relations angle, these articles lack obJectivity and contain
minor inaccuracies.

D« Eichelberger, Robert L., and MacKaye, Milton. Our Jungle Road to
Tokyo. New York: The Viking Press, 1950. An extension of The Saturday
Lvening Post articles into book form. There are many minor inaccuracies
concerning both operations and planning. By no means scholarly, the volume

does provide many interesting sidelights on the operations in which Gen.
Eichelberger participated.

A 6. Feldt, Comdr. Eric A. (RAN)., The Coast Watchers., Melbourne:
% Oxford University Press, 1946, Interesting and authoritative accounts of

intelligence activities behind the Japanese lines. There is also a shorter
American edition. 2

sl e

7. Halsey, Fleet Admiral William F., and Bryan, Lt. Comdr. J., III. p
Admiral Halsey's Story. New York and London: Whittlesey House (McGraw- :

Hill Book Company, Inc.), 1947. A vell-written and interesting account
of Admiral Halsey's activities providing, inter alia, the story of Admiral
Halsey's opposition to the Palaus invasion.

g 8. Heavy, Brig. Gen. William F. Down Ramp! The Story of the Army
ﬁi Amphibian Engineers. washington: Infantry Journal Press, 1947. A summary

account..

__ 9. Hough, Maj. Frank O. y USMCR. The Island War: The United States

‘érf‘ Marine Corps in the Pacific. Philadelphia and New York: J.B. Lippincott
Company, 1947. Although based on official records, this unofficial account
1s written from the Marine Corpe' point of view. It provides a reasonably
accurate summary account of Marine action.

10. Hough, Maj. Frank 0., USMCR. The Assault on Peleliu. Washington:
e |
= Historical Division, Headquarters U.S5, Marine Corps, 1950. An excellent, »

detalled account of Marine action in the Palaus. This is the Marine Corps'!
official history of the Palau operation.
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1l1. Joint Army~-Navy Assessment omnculItEeD » ‘he., Japanese Naval and
Merchant Shipping Losses During World War 1I, By All Causes. Washington:
Navy Department (NAVESOS P-468), 1947. A detailed listing based on official
Allied and Japanese reccrds available at the time of publication. Infor-

mation obtained since publication indicated that there are a few errors
in the listings.

12, Kenney, Gen. George C. General Kenney Reports: A Personal History
of the Pacific War. New York: Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 194G, DBased
largely on personal papers and memory, this popular account adds little
information to that founéd in more accurate form in official records.

15. King, Fleet Admiral Ernest J. United States Navy at War: Second
Official Report to the Secretary of the lNav Covering Combat Operations
1 EH

March 1 to March 1, 1945. Washington: The United States News, 1945.

14, Marshall, General of the Army George C. Biennial Report of the
Chief of Staff of the United States Army, July 1, 1943, to June 30, 19k
to the Secretary of War. Washington: War Department, 1945.
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15, Office of the Chief Engineer, General Headquartere, Army Forces
Pacific. ENGINEERS OF THE SOUTHWEST PACIFIC, 1941 - 1945, Engineers in
Theater Operations. Washington: OCE GHQ AFPAC, 1946. This is Vol. I of 2
& projected eight volume work bearing the same series titles, some other
volumes of which have already been published. The series is ostensibly the
report of the Chief Engineer, GHQ SWPA and GHQ AFPAC, Maj. Gen. Hugh J.
Cagsey. Research and writing wvas carried out under the direction of Lt.
Col., George A. Meldling, general editor. This official account is based on

official Allied records and on interviewvse. It is & valuable and accurate
documented account.

16. Robson, R.W. (Ed). The Pacific Islandes Handbook, 194kL. (North
Ne

American Edition]. w York: The MacMillan Company, 1946,

. | 17. United States Strategic Bombing Survey (USSBS). sSummary Report
2 {Pacific War). Washington: USSBS, 1946. A dbrief account emnhasizing the
part of air power.

' ;""- " :... .,__: . _ an : r T ?f“ | .,-‘
1O, Joobs; Militery Analysis Division. Alr Campai

i — s e e S A #‘-__,--

B 8 of the Pacific
War. WwWashingto: CooBS, 1947, A summary asccount useful for general
information.

19. UsSSBS, Military Analysis Division. Employment of Forces Under the

P T

Southwest Pacific Command. Washington: USSBS, 1947, A brief account from

the high command level. Almost a verbatim copy, with certain organizational

changes, of manuscripts prepared overseas in 1545 by the sauthor and other

members of the Historical Division, G-3 CHQG SWPA., It is accurate and
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