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Ourselves.:

In presenting ourselves to our realers, we
eannot avoid the conventiona! custom which time
has sanctioned, of saying a few words as to our
peculiar merits. We plead guilty ta no extra-
ordinary share of bashiuluess, when we state,
dhig best warrant for our success is the neces-
sity o exists for a candid, unliassed, and
popular organ of public opinion. Without refer-
ing individually to any of our con'emporaries, we
deny that such an organ dees exist, We deny
that the press is now the watch-dog of Australia,
We deny that it has proved adeguate to the
alterad [political condition of the colony, further
than its mechruical arrungements are concerned ;
—for we contend, thet whilst its acceunts of
Couneil proceedings would have done credit to
the reporters’ gallery of the House of Commonsg,
that upon all the grest questions that hive been
opened up, it has done nothing in the way of
instruction to our legislators, or of information 1o
the public. Tts energies, instead of expanding to
the increased sphere for their exertions, unequal
to the task allotted them, huve dwindled down
into helpless inefficiency, and, pelitically con-
sldered, the press of Australia ia now a marhine
without the working power—a body without a
sonl

We confess the value of theexcellent mechsn.
fonl arrangements of the Sydney press, but they
are not its great desideratum ; and while it is
impossible under present cireumstances that we
can hope to cquil, or even to compete with others
in this Tespect, yet, while we turn the appliancia
we possess to the bestaccount, our principal aim
will be, that which they have utterly neglected—
1o cavefully watgh the pullic interest, to care.
fully guide puhlic opinion,"

e i —

The Giovernor and Council—The
Collision—are the People to be
Taxed by the Secretary of
State for the Colonieg, ar by
their Representalives ?

Emphatically and solemunly, in his lust speech
on the final dissolution of the old Couacil, did
his Excellency Sir George Gipps wish, with pion:
fervour, that the new Logisiature of New South
Wales would ponder well over the beavy respon-
.sibility entrusted to them, and much-did e
eiurulate on the allowances to be made for its
inexperience. Cravely did he enlarge on their
fmportant labours to the assembly in his opening
speveh, and enforce the lecture of pruience and
economy, with sage aphorisma.

Now, what lias been the result of all this talk ?
That while the representatives of the peaple
huve been fuithfally and carefully discharging
these grave responsibilities, they are brought up
a3 it were in a dead lock—their present pro-
ceedings stayed, their past deliberations stuliifie.
not by sany fualt, any error of their own, but by
the rashness, or the inconsisteney of this prattling
teacher, Nor is this all; for not on'y has con-
fusion been introduced into the Council by his
Excellency's errors, but those grve and de-
corus restralots which have been placed hetween
the Parliament and the Sovereign, have been
overstepped the dignity of the houss outraged,
and its privileges infringed, before its muiden
sossfon is expired.

We repeat its dignity outraged, and its pri
viloges infringed, fur we ean recognise no pal-
liaton that has been offered in
gxplanation, for the sneering satire which breathes
in every word of his Excellency’s message with
respect to the courss pursued by the opposition.
But it is not the mesnige with which we have to
do. It is the financial principle which it in-

the shape of

wolves,

The eare stands simply thus :—A certain sum
out of the ordinary revenue, produced by the
tazation of the community of New South Wales,
in retained by her Majesty, for the purpose of
defraying the expenses of carrying on the Guvern-
ment, This eum is not supposed to be the
actual cost of so carrying on the Government,
but the very lewest st which it might ba so car-
ried on. Now, one item of this sum, is an
amount of £33 000 for the administration of
juvice. Ont of this item it is specified in the
acl by which these provicims were made, that
Certain milacies whall be pail to the Gavernor and

Judges. It also epecifien that & suh of £20,060 |
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iz to ba divided amongst the details of the ad-
ministration of justice. Now, so long s this sum
of £20,000 is sufficient for the purpose, we admit
that it is not in the power of the Council to re-
fuse to grant it, or to interfere with ita sppro-
pristion. But the Govemment say it is uot
enough, and ask the Council for £10,000 more.
What can the Council do in this ca:e? Must it
perforce give £10,000 without enquiry, or in-
vestigation 7 No, suys his Excellency in the
first minute in which he asks for the £.0,000,
" When I want more than is given me by the
Act of Pal'ament, 1 submit the whole detai's to
you, so that for all practical purposes, you
have the same control over the judicial estimate
a8 though no such reservation had been made."
And what are these practical purposes of contral ?
Why, the Council of course weuld treat the
mntter thbe—Ten thosand s more than the
£20,000 given is too much, We dont want to
render the administration of justice ineff.ctive
but shew us what you want it for, Theestimate
is unrolled, and there, says the hon Member fur
Durham, you pry toe much for that, and the
hon Member for Sydney thioka, such and such
an officer, equally able, might be got for less, and
a8 the housg think so too, they will only give so
much of the £10,000 extra as {a sctually required
to gét the business done as well ag it is at pre-
sent,

L

Now, independent members bezan to thiok they
had been making a great bugbear of this Civif
Ligt, which had been retained by her Majesty ;
and it didin d eed 8: e rather queer that £80,000
and uj wirds, of Colonial tixes, should be appros
priatad without the consent of the People, But
here was the Governor coming to them, and offer-
ing the Estimates to their revision: and so if ther®
was anything wiong, they conld alter it, So hon,
Members congratuluted themselves, and went
home and studied the Estimates, and resolved on
all the great things they would do, and the reduc-
tions they would make in sccordance with the
lesaon which his Excellency, and a rather sterner
teacher, Necessity, had taught them. But the
soake was scotched, not killed, foor simple old
country gentlemen | they reminded us, as many
af thelr foibears To legistai n had done, of a
certain eld woman, of Legendury fame—we allude
to that very respectable matron, Mother Hubbard,
and the deceits which were practised an her by
her dog.  We are told

Kl Wher 56 Gaznt back e dag oy him 2 s,
And so with thece simple [legislators. They
wint hon e to dig, intheir own minds, the grave
of @ lavish expenditure. Already did they eon
template officials with proper wages, and clerks
with proper wark, Already had some of these
saluiies appesr.d to sink, embalmed, ss they
thought, in tke sighs and grosns from the Trea-
sury Benches—when, chancing to cast their eyes
towards Government House, and sure, enough,
here **the dog was & laughin, '’

Seriowily :—The practical purposes of eontrol
weie given, and the first operation, investigation,
was commenced ; and no sooner did this investi-
gution begln to fructify—no sooner did the
investigation shew Low they might control the
estimste to practically beneficial purposes, when
down comes Sir George with a second mes:age
which siys to the Council, * Come—none of
hat—1 didn"t bargain for hat. You may vote
me the £10,000, but dun't be touching the
salaries,"

The whole affair on the partof the Government
is ridiculous and disgusting, and  the srguments
by whieh it js supported still more so. The
Attorney-Ganeral says that the Act gives Her
Muj sty's re resentative entire contrel aver the
the £20 000 thus reserved, and pledges his Iegu1
reputation on the law as thus laid down, The
Colunial Secretary claims control over £1E000
only, being the salaries, and says, *‘ the Council
are at perfect liberty to do ns they please with
the rest.”  Why, if they can deal wth the
ane part, who can doubt their right to deal with
he whole—and if they could not deal with the
who'e, why would particular appropriations have
been speeified with which they could not inter-
fore? It is eaidthat the faith of the English
Government is pledged in these salaries—that
the Home Government has guarantied the pay-
ment of them—and that the officers have aright

to cxpeet all that was promised to them,

We do not believe that the English Govern:
ment tukes this view of the matter. Here were
ceituin offices, open st certaln salaries ; some,

Uader w different state of things, fixed by the
Imperinl GoveriBhent, and sume by the Local

Government, and raiified by Her Mujesiy.
They were offered t)certain gentlemen, with, of
courge, all the comingencies attached to such
offices—and if -they sre l.wered now, they will
sgain be ratified by the Home Government, The
epitit of the eecond message is one of eelfish,
avaricious and grasping asgrandieement on the
part of the Government sgainst the economic
efforts of the representatives of the people, when
their efforta are called for by every argument
ofa time of etern and compelling necessity.

Unemployed Working Classes.
We could have wished to have avoided, at least
in gur opening nuwmber, the taking up the im-
porlant considerations urged upon us by the dis_
trees mt present existent amongst the Workin
SR e Uity of SYIREY "The subject s,
hovaver, of such paramount importance—it is so
needssary that correct notions on it,should obtain,
botli for the guidince of the Working Classes
theuselves, and aa the groundwork of some real
and substantial relief, that we cannot allow our
feelings to interfere with the performance of an’
impaative duty, We cannot pretend, in a single
arlicle; to go into the whole of this question—
we cinnot even hopa to make our views and opi-
niond generally understood ; and in this lics cur
fear. For feeling, as we do, that the Working
Classpa themselvea hi ve been betrayed into great
politital errar, we cannot expect their favourable
recepiion of the statements we have to make,
until lhe whole of our reasoning is before them
We aik them to suspend their julgment & while,
un'il ve have examined this giest quastion—10
whichwe promise from week to week Lo turn our
most fecp and anxious attention—and howiver
wuch pur ideas may seem at first distasteful to
the witking mun, we are sure that he einnot
bave at advocate more earnest—a friend, more
interesied in his bebalf, than ourselv.s.

We wlmit, Lhen, without reserve, the existence
in Sydiey of o great amount of distress amongst
the lowpr orders of the People. Compared with
the privations which we remember to have wit.
nemll:l-.lmongat gimilar classes at home. we can-
not call this distress by the term * desfitution,’
which has been applied toit. Severe cases of
individusl privazion may, nay, we know do exist,
but the; are not genesal.

Wo sdmit also, however, that this compaii. on
is not 1ls right medium through which to look
at this dlstress. We deny that the terrific and
incredible amount of pauperism, and staivation,
which eonturies of over-population have aconmu-
lated in the eruwded eities of England, is to be
the critsacn of the state of things which should
prevail amongst ihe scanty population of a Colony
like thie,

But we must go still fucther, and admit, tha
il it were not for the unprecedented cheapness
of all deceriptions of the necessarics of life, tha!
the distres prevalent would assume inits worst
and most appalling features, the destitution of
Great Brijain; and when we reflect that this
chieapness 5 not the result of any natural or legi-
timate cawes—thut it is not 1he cunsequence of
exuberant sessons, and extraordinary plenty—
when we redect that the price of food now-a-days
is not its vaiwe (intrinsically), snd that upon the
p ise of that price the prosperity of the Colony
must maiu'y depend, then indeel do we admit in
this light, that the distress of the working clusses
bacomes proper sulject for the consileration, for
the anxious sslicitude, of the Government and the
Legislature,

Thus mieh, then, on the part of the working
classes, We wdmit the distresi—we deny the
right of thuir oppanents to measure that distress
by the scaie of Hritish pauperism ; anl in the
result of the continwince of such distress, we
recognise the policy of Government interference.
We admit, exeept in the last extremity, tha injus-
tice of forcing wen out of ths avecdions to
which they have been brought up, and the bard-
ships of driving wives and children into the uuci-
vilized wilderness of the bush.

Now we think that if the working mun will
read over carelully what we have written, he will
find that, with regard to his own position, that
we think just as he (the working man) does.

Now we put the question to his uwn esudou®,
and ask, if he has looked beyond Lis own posi-
tion—if he Las not gone over the arguments
pretty much as we have stated them, and gome
to the conclusion that no energy or industry of
his own will cuable bim to subsist ; and therefore
that he bas a right to look to the Govelument,
without any ednsidgration of the Aow (Lo relief §
Lo be vendered,
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Far be it from us to prot:st sguinst the wor':-
ing clusavs, snd all classes, combining politically
to assert thuir « wo righti—to rodress their owa
grievances. We know the power of sueh unions,
il'prnpnu-r.-m-r:iaud + we read in their formation
the living principle of that popu'ar feeing of
politica' salf-dependence, which bos hitherto boen
4 vig dne fia wmengst ng,  Dub wrong in princie
ple, such unions will be injuricus in their opern-
tions, fatal to political freedom, ond suicidul of

lass intarests,

We charge ns intention of guile or dishonesty
om the leaders of the Pulitical Association lately
formed —we ollude to the Mulual Protection
Association. We s=e uot how they con have sucly
intentions, compustd as they are for the most
part of individusls from out of the workiog
“olosies § wad-yerwe euwrrres, inthe seutimenfy
which they huve disseminated already, that wOzst,
that most fatal of principles which would set the
employer and the operative ut varnunce, snd thag
without any fair or just reason.

Now we believe that (b3 Mutual Protective
Association had power to do great things, in the
matter of bringing about u Government mensur,
of relief; and we as firmly believe that all that
they have done will be perfectly nusatory, inas=
much ag, if its leadera will listen to us, we 1hink
we can show that they have not oust about, first
of all to see the state of the other classes of Cow
lonists, and sceondly to find out how the Govern-

ment might Be put in a position to afferd them
relief

* The wages of lahour are paid oul of the price or
valua of thir produce of soch labonr ; and the labour
of the workin: sed 35 cmployad in the finprovemans
of the stock o1 capital of the stuckowner or eapitalist,'™

Before the s'ockowuer or capitalist can sfford to
pay such wages, he must deduct a profit on his
stock or capital for hlwmself, and when suck stock
or eapital coaves to pay such o profit, thew e
ecarey fo employ lebawr epa ity or ouly emprliy g
it at grch o prive us will leave him a profil for
Almself,  Now we wonld usk the working classes
to turn their eyes back a little and try to remem«
berif the fall of the price of stock did not begin
wong before the raduction of wages took place ?
It sheep were ngt ut two shillings and sixpencs
per head, and land at no price at all, before g
grumble wis heard from the lubourer and meclia-
nic of the remuneration they received for their
labour ; and yot it is these stock-ownere, these
employers of lubour that the outery ia raised
against, ‘' You want to grind us down,” ey
the leaders of the Assoclution, “and yive g ten
pounds a year, o two sailliugs a day." Wlhy
cunnot they eee for themselves that ihe rate of
wiges which they eom

pluin of, is not glven ot tha
option Lut at the necessity of the employer.—
There cun be no concenlment in this matter, I
the working clasies think their employers ars
imposing upon them, let them go and apk thea
what they will sell their stock fur—and they
will find out thut the price is such, that a higher
rate of wages cannot be peid.  How unjust, then,
bow indiscrest, to raise o cry against the cos
class who, by thzir own sullsrings, are forced 1o
malie those employed by them soffer too, What
absolute maduess it is to blame the men who
wiuld legi-lite for this class, by calling thom
gelfish, when the working man ean see with Lis
own eyes, us plain as noonday, that reliel to thy
employer is relief to the employed. Give a pries
to stock, Lo liouses, to ships, to manufuctured
articles, the produce of labour, out of which
the employer can pay for labour and get a profite
As st price rises, hia
profit will increase, he will be suxious to employ
more labour upon it, till labour gets gcurce, and
then the working man may ask Lis own wages.
So long as they lenve a profit out of the producs
of his work, he will get sll he asksa

This is oue great ecror of the Association.

The next is, that they have entirel, overlooked
the axiom, that “*the ratc of woges will always
be regulated, toa certain extent, by the prive gf
Drovisions :

and he will employ it.

nor is it reasonable for the working
man to clamour for 40s. & week now, when hg
wng content with 408 a weels three Years agos
when the foriy shillings would not buy one-hulg
che amount of food aud clothes whick it will at
present, '
There is one other futal error which has been
committed Ly the Aesociation and its supporters,
to which we must allude—not because it comes
next in order, but because we feel that delay in
shewing it wp will do injury. We mean that it
has tursed from its proper snd legitimate course
of acting— that what it owght to bave asked
politically, it hay clamoured for merely as & boont
which neoessity required. It Lias raized its voice
against the party which alyns is disposed to zssiye
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