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“ Nutions behold, remote from Reason’s beams,

Where lndian Ganges rolls his sandy strcam.,
Of ite impatient, rush into the fire,

And, willing vietims to thewr gods, expire’
Persuaded the loos'd soul to regions flics,

Blest with eternal spring and cloudless skies.

Nor isless fam’d the orental wife

For <tedtist virtue and contempt of hfe

These heromes mourn not with loud female cire,
‘Their husbands lost, o with o'erflowing eyes;
But, strange roteil! thar funeral piles ascend,
And 1 the same sad flames their sorrows end;

In hopes with them hencath the shades to rove,
And there reuew tharintentupted love. Soave Jenvaa,

* * X X %

* Les voyapos sur-tout ont un charme particulier 3 toutes les époques de 1a vie. T e jeune homme
oy vt <agandin a scy youx ce monde que dija il embrasse duans son exjansive ¢t curieuse mqmémdv;
*Phomme d'un 1o i, eny contemplant cette vanétd infine de peuples, de gonvernemens, de reh-
*ptons de manns ctde dimats,y se sent ever au=dessus de beaucoup de ces prejugds de mation, de famil'e
*ou dmdidu, queenfunte I'aeonme et souvent Pinbuman s ily soutit aux nouvelles dcouvertes comme
*rde nouveaux movens d'ctendre P de commercd, et de ressorrer par L avilisation, les rapports qu
“doviaent unie les hommes de tous les pays 5 le vieitlard, pour qui le repos est un besoin, ct dont le bon-
“heunr st presque ontiérement neganif, se plar, au som de ses silencicux foyers, a suivre le voyageur dans
o terves Tomtaines, sun des mers inconnues, et s'mteresse d’actant plus i ses dangers et A sey tatigues,

“qutien cpraova plus Twemdme, et quiit se trouve dans une situation plus paisib'e.”
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CHAPTER XXXVII

CONTINUATION OF THFE JOURNEY PROM SURAT TO CALCUTTA,
CONTAINING THE TRANSACTIONS FROM OOJEN TO
AGRA, WITH A DESCRIPTION OF THOSE CITIES,

1785.

“ Let other lands the potent blessings boast
Of more exalting suns—Let India's woods,
Untended, yicld the vegetable fleece :
And let the little insect artist form,
On higher life intent, its silken tomb.

““ From the prone beam let more delicious fituta
A flavour drink, that in one piereing taste
Bids each combine——Let Arabia breathe
Her spicy gales, her vital gums distil.
—Come, by whatever sacred name disguis'd,
Oppression, come ! and in thy works rejoice 1

YOL. IV, B
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CHAPTER XXXVII.

O~ our arrival at Oojen, the capital of Mhadajec Sindia’s terri-
tory in Malwa, we found our tents pitched in a pleasant situation
on the banks of the Sepra, not far from its western walls. 'The
next morning, the 11th of April 1785, an officer and suitable attend-
ants, came by Sir Charles Malet’s desire to conduct us within the
gates, and also to view the suburbs. Our first visit was to Mhadu-
Ghur, called also Byro Ghur, a fortress a mile and a half north of
Oojen, by a road running on the banks of Sepra. At the entrance
of Mhadu Ghur, is a large Hindoo temple; the outer walls and
towers are irrcgular; within is another fort, or citadel, of an exact
square, with four gates, leading to a palace of good dimensions, in
an unfinished state. The Sepra, as before observed, flows on the
western side of the fortress, and part of its channel is to be con-
ducted into a deep ditch, now forming round the remainder. It
is altogether a place of little strength ; the walls and towers appear-
ing more like those round an oriental pleasure ground than a forti-
fication. The whole is a recent work, commenced by order of
Mhadajee Sindia, not yet finished, nor likely to-be.

Our guides then conducted us to a very extraordinary build-
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ing, at Kallea Déh, about a mile and a half further, said to have
been erected by a king of the Goree dynasty, us a place of luxu-
rious retirement. ‘The Sepra running on the east, in its natural
bed, has been conducted by a channel to the ‘western side of the
structure; where the stream rushes through the arches of a bridge
into two large reservoirs, and is, from thence, led to nume-
rous small ones, with fountains and other ornaments. On the
right is a range of buildings divided by arches, each leading to a
square apartment, with a roof partly projecting inward to form a
colonnade round a fountain and small tank, bordered with chu-
nam. This was open to the sky, whilc the company sat beneath
a piazza round lhe water. Under the roof, throughout all the
apartments, arc iron rings, from which the tattees, or screens of
sweet-scented grass, were suspended. 'These when sprinkled with
water, convert the hottest wind into a cool and fragrant breeze.
This range of apartments, the bridge, and large central building,
form three sides of a square: on the fourth, which is open to the
rest, the river divided into five streams, rushes down as many arti-
ficial cascades, into a general receptacle, which loses itself at the
foot of a neighbouring hill. The central building, immediately
fronting this pleasing scene, consists of a square apartment,
covered by four domes, but has no private chambers ; it seems to
have been intended for the duan konna, or eating room; where
the company assembled to take refreshment, and enjoy a view of
the lake and cascades below. This structure still remains in high
prescervation; the excellent materials, especially the fine chunam,
baving hitherto resisted the effects of time, and the elements. In
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front of the whole are the remains of a wall, enclosing about three

.

“miles of ground; which was formerly a park helonging to this
royal villa.

From a Persian history of the province of Malwa, Sir Charles
Malet collected the following account of this extraordinary work:
“ Sultaun Nasir al Deen Ghilzey, son of Ghias al Deen, ascended
the throne of Malwa, in the 905th ycar of the hejira, and reigned
eleven years and four months. 'This prince was tyrannical and
cruel: he caused the buildings, the fountains, the reservoirs, and
the cascades, to be constructed at Kallea, D¢h, and Saadunpore.
Having contracted an insufferable heat in his habit, by the usce
of fixed quick-silver, he had recourse to these watery abodes;
there hc spent his time, and transacted the business of his king-
dom.” By this account the water-works and subaqucous edifices
are three hundred ycars old A. D. 1785; and from the excellent
state of their present preservation, deservedly claim our admira-
tion. I would remark that the people of India have extraordinary
ideas of the invigorating and stimulating powers of fixed mercury.
I am told the above prince caused similar places to be constructed
in other parts of his dominions; and that there arc very finc ones
at Mando, about twenty-six coss from Qojen. C. W.M.

From Kallea Déh we returned to the city through the suburbs,
where we passed several Hindoo temples, rather pretty than
grand; and one most beautiful well, belonging to a merchant of
Oojen. The suburbs arc extensive and very dusty, most of the
houses being built with mud. 'The city is large, and extremcly
populous; the streets, broad, airy, paved, and clean; the houses
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generally good. The most striking public structures are a temple
built by Ranojce Sindia, father of Mhadajee; the palace not yet
completed for Mhadajee Sindia; a mausoleum erecting in memory
of a celebrated Gosannee devolee; and another containing the
ashes of Ranojec Sindia. The two latter, with others of less im-
portance, adorn the bank of the Sepra, from whence several large
flights of steps lead to the river; the whole produces a good effect.
Oojen is infested by swarms of Hindoo mendicants and a pro-
digious number of courtezans, of more effrontery than usual; in
passing through the public streets the dancing-girls beckoned from
their doors and windows, and seemed less under the restraint of
modesty than any women 1 have seen in India.

Oojen is a very ancient city, said to have been founded by the
great rajah Bicker Maje, who gave an tera to the Hindoos still
current in a great part of India, this year, A. D. 1785, being 1842
in their calendar. 'The city with a large proportion of Malwa
province has been about fifty years in the possession of the Mah-
ratta family of Sindia.

We spent the afternoon at a pleasant garden belonging te
Kaunna Khan, a Patan general, in great favour with Mhadajee
Sindia, and now with him and the army. It was laid oul, like
most oricutal gardens, in a formal manner, divided by narrow
gravel walks, bordered with chunam, on which there was room
only for one person to walk; this takes off from its utility as a
public garden, for which it secms to be intended; at lcast the citi-
zens have frec access to 1t during the absence of the proprietor.
It contains some remarkably fine cypresses, and abundance of
apple-trees, figs, mulberrics, and sweet lemons: a profusion of
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roses and jessamin surrounds immense beds of various coloured
poppies, closely sown; which having the appearance of a richly
variegated carpet, forms a partérre much liked by the Indians.
While we were enjoying our tea and hookas, fanned by the even-
ing breeze on one of the garden terraces, a set of dancing-girls,
with their duenna and musicians, unexpectedly made their appear-
ance, requesting to have the honour of amusing us. The principal
dancers were two sisters; the eldest a pretty girl not sixteen, the
other about a year younger; both performed with an elegance and
grace beyond the generality of these courtezans.

Every attention was paid to the embassy during its stay at
Oojen, and on the 12th the governors waited on Sir Charles, by
whom they were handsomely received, and presented with the
usual tokens of friendship.

On the 14th of April we left the Malwa capital, attended by
an honorary escort as far as Shah-Jehan-pore, to repair as soon as
possible to Mhadajee Sindia, then with his army near Agra; which,
with its castle, had lately surrendered to him; and Shah Aalum,
the Moghl emperor, was then a sort of state prisoner in his camp.
After a pleasant journey of twenty-two milcs we arrived at Tur-
rana, a tolerable town, with a neat fort. We passed the Chota
Colla Sind, about four coss from Turrana: this river had now a
plentiful stream, flowing over a rocky bottom ; it falls into the
Chumbul. We crossed several smaller rivulets in this march,
which lay generally through a cultivated tract of country, partly
belonging to Sindia, and the rest to Holcar, another great
Mabratta chieftain, in whose dominions Turrana is situated.

We proceeded the next day to Shah Jeh:anpore, a distance of
voL. IV, c
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eighteen miles. From whence Sir Charles Malet intended to de-
viate from the usual direct route of Seronge; by which means
the course will be more westerly, and probably more interesting
in a geographical point of view, it bcing one of his primary ob-
jects in this embassy to acquire as much information as possible in
that line.

"The first part of this day’s journey was on a very indifferent
road, passing through an uncultivated tract of country: from those
wild uplands wc descended into a fertile valley, watered by the
Lacoondra, now a small stream flowing in a broad bed, which
in the rainy season must be a river of consequence. 'The Lacoon-
dra falls into the Sind at some distance from hence. About half
way between Turrana and Shah Jehanpore we descended from
an eminence, to view an cxtraordinary piece of walter, situated
between two hills, called Canadraka Tcllow; and presently afler
were obstructed by a very high bank of earth; which being
thrown across the road formed a hecad either to prevent the water
fromn overflowing a neighbouring vale, to which we saw the traces
“of its having forced a passage in the rainy season, or to carry off
its redundancy in some other direction. The vale was so éxceed-
ingly stony, that the greatest exertions could alone‘render it fruit-
ful, and it is but justice to remark, that no cultivators can be more
industrious than its inhabitants. "T'he country was generally pleas-
ing, cxhibiting greal varicty in the colour and disposition of the
“rees. Shah Jehanpore is a large town, about a mile from the foot of
Baruse Dungur, a very lofty hill, with a single tree and Hindoo
-temple on the summit, seen at a great distance on all sides. The

town is walled, though the works are now going to decay; the river



11

.
Cheeler or Teeckum flows on its eastern side; a little below the

fort is a kind of bridge without arches, intended as a dam to pre-

. serve a sufficiency of water for the town, which contains some

good houses and several handsome gates, leading to the principal

streets, formerly paved, but now sadly out of repair, as indeed is

almost every thing in the place. The Mahomedan inhabitants com-

plain bitterly of the Mahratta government; the dreadful oppres-9
sions of the Amul within, and the cruel depredations of the

Gracias without the walls, have almost driven them to despair.

Here are many splendid remains of ‘Mogul buildings, and ruinous

Mausoleums in a grand style; in some of their enclosures the Hin-

doos had built small places of worship, which among so bigotted

a people appeared very extraordinary; in another place we saw a

Mahomedan mosque inhabited by a Hindoo Gosannee.

We had this day a most violent gale of wind, accompanied by
such heavy clouds of dust, that until after a short fall of rain, we
could not sec cach other; this also alleviated the extreme heat,
and in the evening the thermometer fell to 60°. A few days be-
fo;'e I took a thermometer which stood in my tent at 100°, and
carried it into a house, at about eighty yards distant, cooled by
tattees” sprinkled with water, where in less than an hour it fell
eighteen degrees.  «

The nature of the country now made it necessary to discharge
the carts drawn by oxen, which had hitherto carried part of our
baggage, and to prc.>cure an additional number of camels for that
purpose; with which, on the 17th, we proceeded to Sarungpoor,
a distance of near seventeen miles from Shah Jelranpore ; during
which we crossed several rivulets, and at length arrived at the
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Cotta Sind, which runs along the west side of the town, and is by
far the fullest river we have seen since leaving the Nerbudda. The
eastern bank for a mile from the town is extremely beautiful. 1ts
lofty slopes are in reality hanging gardens, planted with cucum-
bers, melons, and a variety of vegetables.

Sarungpoor is surrounded by remains of Mogul mausoleums,
for the most part well designed, and clegantly executed; on the
south-east side is a kubberstan, or burying-ground, with five large
tombs still entire, and many in a state of dilapidation. Verses of
the Koran are legible on their porticos. Some appear to be under
a peculiar care, the chamber under the dome clean swept, and
the tombs strewed with flowers; particularly a very handsome
one, erected to the memory of Baz Bahauder Patshah, king of
Malwa, who was killed near Sarungpoor, during the wars of Akber.
In the centre of the town is a noble musjid, with a grand and lofty
entrance, surrounded by a large court, with arcades, in ruins; this
mosque is turned into a government hay-loft and granary for
horses. Near it is the ruined gate leading to the hummums, and
‘many other splendid remains, which fill the mind with melancholy
reflections on the downfall of the Moguls, and with them all the
arts and sciences they once cherished, without the smallest pros-
pect of a revival under the wretched government of the Mah-
rattas, who now, under different chieftains, possess all these pro-
vinces. ‘ .

Sarungpoor is famous for a manufactory of muslins for turbans,
and other cottons, which are cheaper than any we have met with.
A jatterah or religious fair is occasionaily kept here; at which our
fellow traveller, Siad Mahomed, a particular friend of Sir Charles
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Malet’s, was present, on his last journey to Delhi; when several
men were taken up for a most cruel method of robbery and mur-
der, practised on.travellers, by a tribe called phanseegurs, or strang-
lers, who join passengers frequenting the fair, in bye-roads, or
at other seasons convenient for their purpose: under the pretence
of travelling the same way, they enter into conversation with the
strangers, share their sweetmeats, and pay them other little atten-
tions, until an opportunity offers of suddenly throwing a rope
round their necks with a slip knot, by which they dexterously con-
trive to strangle them on the spot.

Sarungpore is a part of the allotment of the Powar family;
the fine province of Malwa, having, after the Mabratta conquest,
been chiefly divided between the great families of Sindia, Holcar,
and Powar, with certain territorial and feudal reservations to the
peshwa, as head of the Malwatta government,.

On the 18th of April we travelled from Sarungpone to Kooj-
ncer, a large village in Holcar’s districts, having in the last stage -
made the deviation, already mentioned, from the usual route. The
road was excellent; the country beautiful, populous, and well
cultivated, with hills in the distance. Koojneer is surrounded by
regular groves of mangos, so contrasted by irregular forest trees,
as to form a charming variety in form and colour; not more so
than the crops in the intervening fields, where sugar canes, oil
plants, flowers for dying, pulse and vegetables, present a rich scene
of mingled hues. Large herds of cattle were grazing in the pas-
tures, and the gencral appcarance of industry among the pea-
sants, afforded unusual delight. How truly happy might these
people be under the wholesome regulations of a mild and foster-
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ing government, to secure the property which would then accu-
‘mulate in such an enviable situation ! .

The commencement of the next day’s journey was a continua-
tion of thec same delightful .scenery; which, after a few miles,
assumed a sterile stony aspect. This savage country increased so
much as we approached Rajeghur, where it was intended to halt,
that we anticipated a dreary encampment; and were agreeably
surprised, after riding twenty miles, to find our tents pitched on
the banks of the Nuaje, a broad river, with shady banks, and a
plentiful stream of water.  Rejeghur at a litle distance appears to
be built on a plain, but a nearer approach discovers the houses
to stand in a straggling manner, on the sides of gullics, which form
the streets. The fort, on an eminence, contains several good
houscs, and a tolerable bazar. 'The inhabitants of Rajeghur ;pin
a great deal of cotton thread for the coarser manufacturcs, and
express a quantity of oil from the seeds of those poppy heads
which have alrcady produced the annual supply of opium; this is
the most common lamp oil used in this part of the country.

Ameer Sing, the rajah of Rajeghur, having been prepared for
our arrival by a previous correspondence with Sir Charles Malet,
behaved with great civility; and in addition to the usual supply
of fuel, hay, milk and vegetables, sent a present of sweetmeats,
tastefully prepared: among them was a platc of sugar-candy on
strings, highly flavoured with roses. The rajah’s cavalry made a
respectablc appearance in point of number and discipline.

In the evening Dewjee Goleh, a Mahratta general, in com-
mand of three thousand men, who arrived at Oojen before we left

it, encamped near us at Rajeghur; and announcing his intention
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of paying his respects to Sir Charles, soon afterwards arrived at
our encampment. He carnestly solicited Sir Charles to remain’
a few days at Rajeghur, to further some views he had of enforcing
the collection of an arrear of tribute due to his master Mhadajee
Sindia, from the rajah Ameer Sihng; adding that the report of our
marching with him from thence to Ragoghur, would be equally
essential to the success of his demands on that rajah also. Nor
did he seem pleased when Sir Charles pointed out the impro-
priety of hisinterfering in any disputes between the native princes,
and especially with any evil intentions against a rajah who had re-
ceived him with fricndship, and behaved with the greatest kindness
and hospitality. These considerations induced him to decline any
intgrference, and at an early hour he intended sctting off for Rago-
ghur; on this answer, accompanied by a handsome present, he took
his leave.

Dewjee Goleh, this Mahratta chief, now marching in great
style at the head of three thousand cavalry, was a man of low ex-
traction in the herdsman tribe. In crder to keep clear of his
troublesome encampments in future, Sir Charles resolved to make
only three stagés to Ragoghur, instead o' four, at the usual divi-
sions; we therefore travelled twelve miles the next morning by
torch-light, which prevents a description of the country; by that
light it appeared to be generally a wild forest, and a most intole-
rable road. At day-break we reached Polycote, the customary
halting-place, a pleasant village situated near five distinct banian-
trees, spreading their venerable branches to a great extent ; here were
also some fine mango groves profusely covered with fruit. We
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left Polycote with some reluctance, that we might keep the start
of the Mahratta general and his cavalry.

From thence the road led through a stony uninteresting coun-
try, intersected by dry water-courses, but no running stream. We
had been for some time on high ground, and now descending into
a valley, we experienced that kind of pleasute which arises from
varicty. The scene had neither beauty nor fertility; but it differed
from thc monotonous stony plains over which we had so long
laboured: the valley was about two miles broad, and extended
several miles to a high hill, which there seemed its boundary; in
the centre ran a small river, called the Parul, on whose banks we
found the small village of Jellolpore, which we made choice of for
our encampment. It is an excellent spot for the accommodakion
of a caravan, or a moderatc army, a large plain, two command-
ing hills, plenty of water, and several deep ravines, but the extreme
poverty of the village affords no supply of grain either for travel-
lers or cattle.

The next morning we proceeded for three hours by torch-light
over a barren country and a bad road. Day-break not only
brought its own welcome delight, but introduced us to a fairer
prospect, and we continued traversing a well cultivated plain
until we reached a village called Kuchonder, near a hill-fort, where
we found the inhabitants, who are subject to the rajah of Rago-
ghur, drawn up in battle array, at all the approaches; armed with
match-locks, scimetars, spears, bows and arrows; their grain, col-
lected in stacks, was strongly guarded, the cattle driven to a place
8f safety, and every possible disposition made for the defence of
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their property; being in hourly expectation of an attack by Dew-
jee’s detachment, for which they had mistaken us. On finding
no reason for the alarm, they allowed us to pass their village with
the greatest civility. On leaving Kuchonder, we ascended some
barren hills, which led to a fertile chainpaign, surrounding a vil-
lage called Petounda, where we found our tents pitched near a
well of excellent water, while the horses and camels drank at a
rivulet shaded by trees.

The following day we marched upwards of twenty miles to
Ragoghur; the first part as usual by massaul-light. About half way
we came to the river Parbuttee, and descending its steep banks,
passed near two hundred yards over its stony bed, to an island ;
which baving crossed, we rcached the stream of water, and as-
cended the opposite banks; the wholc pass occupying half a milc.
We soon came within view of a high range of hills, with a large
fort in front, which our guides informed us was Rogoghur; two
hours aflerwards we found ourselves between two lofty hills, ap-
proaching the foot of the central range. On that to the left stood
the fort, very much concealed by trees and contiguous buildings.
Here we were met by a chopdar, with a request from the rajah
that we would not enter the town, but turn out of the road we
were then on, which led to its gates, and ascend the middle hjll.
Not willing to give umbrage, we complicd with the request, and
by this means had a lcisure view of one face of the town, which
appears similar to Baroche, but considerably higher: the walls
seem of a weak construction, and the numerous towers mount no
cannon; on this quarter it appears quite inaccessible, and on the

road side for a great extent were newly-made intrenchments, and
VOL. 1V, D
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lines running from it to the fort. On gaining the summit of the

hill the road took a northern direction, and we discovered the east

angle with three towers; stretching to the north-west, it joined the

west front, in the form of a triangle. From the ground allotted for

our encampment we commanded a romantic view of woods,
gullies, temples, houses, towers and rocks, strangely jumbled toge-

ther, intermingled with cultivation, cattle, and large stacks of

corn.

From the great extent of the walls and towers, erected at an
immense expense, it is imagined the rajah intended Ragoghur as
a place of safety, in case of necessity, for the whole of his sub-
jects; yet from its situation it is exposed toso many disadvantages
53 must render the whole fruitless, being in a mcasure com-
manded from several places, and subject to a dangerous attack
from two hills within three hundred yards of the out-works. Bul-
want Sihng, the present rajah, is at war with Mhadajee Sindia, and
having defeated a considerable force scnt against him, is now
. carrying on further operations in person against a place about
twelve coss off, his son, not more than fificen years old, being
in charge of the capital. The two powers have long been at vari-
ance, from a cause thus related o us from authentic intelligence.

Several years ago Ramchunder, a Mabratta chief, marching
against Lhe father of Bulwant Sihng, attacked the fortress of Jer-
coon; but relinquishing that attempt, he carried his force against
Ragoghur, his capital, where the rajah endeavoured to purchase its
safety. The sum demanded was a lac and sixty thousand rupees,
which being unable to furnish he had recourse to the friendship
of the Ilolcar family; who, on a mortgage of three villages, ad-
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vanced the sum. These villages were farmed by Tookajee Holcar
to a person named Tormuckjee, and on his death to his son Amu-
jee. After his father’s death the present rajah contrived to pay off
the mortgage, and the representative of Holcar’s family sent an
order to Ainu_jee to give up the villages. Amujee, who had now en-
tered - into Sindia’s service, refused to comply, in which he was
supported by Sindia. In consequence Bulwant Sihng attacked
them by force, and having already taken two, and defeated a
considerable detachment of Sindia’s troops, is now going on suc-
cessfully against the third.

I have abridged as much as possible Dr. Cruso’s account of
these transactions, and have generally avoided introducing dis-
putes between the native princes of India, seldom interesting to
an European reader; I insert this solely with the view of intro-
ducing the subject of a letter from Bulwant Sihng, rajah of Rago-
ghur, to Mhadajec Sindia, which tends to illustrate the bigh military
spirit of the rajepoots, so often mentivned in these volumes.

The letter commenced with the intimation that Bulwant Sihng
had heard of Mhadajee Sindia’s intention to send a detachment
from his army to attack him: he desired no paltry forcc might
be ordered on an occasion, where he should be proud to see him
in person: that so, if he proved successful,-he might have the
honour of repulsing # great man; if the fortune of war should
be unfavourable, it might then be said that Bulwant Sihng, the
rajepoot, had fought honourably to the last drop of his blood, in
defending the liberty of himself and his subjects; but at length,
overcome by superior strength, and overpowered by numbers, he
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had laid his head at the foot of the elephant of the renowned
Sindia.

On the 24th of A pril we travelled sixteen miles, passing through
an open cultivated country; about half way we crossed the river
Choper, and entering a valley between two woody hills, followed
its course for some distance. After riding through a thick jungle
for three miles, we suddenly came in view of Jercoon, a large fort
belonging to -Bulwant Sihng, situated on a hill in the midst of a
plain, which scemed an entire rock: the towers were of no great
strength, and the face we passed bore the marks of a siege. From
thence an indiffcrent road through a hilly country brought us to
Maulpoor, the termination of the Ragoghur rajahship. 'The sur-
rounding country was wild and romantic, the hills abounding
with' game. Here we saw a number of deer, and four large
sabirs, or samboos, onc considerably bigger than an ox, with hares,
peacocks, and partridges in incredible numbers.  'We pursucd the
game for several hours in this irrcgular tract, in a heat from ninety
to a hundred degrees of Fahrenhcit’s thermometer, without the least
" prejudice to our health.

The following day’s march of nineteen miles, through a fruit-
ful well-cultivated country, belonging to the peshwa, produced
nothing remarkable.  On the 26th we travelled eighteen miles to
Boora Doongre, generally over a dreary plain, on which we saw
only two villages, no river, and a few pools of stagnant water.
About five miles from Boora Doongre we passed the ruins of a
small village, called Durdeh, where Mhadajee Sindia was en-
camped, when so completely surprised by colonel Camac, from
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Colarees, five years before. Colonel Camac’s celebrated action,
with the successful and gallt'mt enterprize of major Popham at
Gwalier, gave the highest credit to the British arms in this part of
India; their names are familiar to all the inhabitants, who men-
tion their exploits with mingled terror and admiration.

On this day’s march we passed a great number of men, women,
and children, on their way to their respective villages in the north,
from whence they had been driven by famine, which had pre-
vailed there during the last two ycars. The fertile and well-
watered province of Malwa had been the resort of numerous emi-
grants from the neighbouring countries labouring under this dread-
ful affliction. «

The next day we travelled seventecn miles to Sasye Seroy,
through an open cultivated plain, where we passed Colarecs, a
large fortified town, with the remains of tanks, and a bouree, or
large well, of very superior architecture. Its situation is rendered
extremely beautiful by a rich surrounding grove, which forms a
striking feature in the landscape long before we reach it.  Sayse
Seroy, where we now halted, is a large village, built entirely of stone,
not cxcepting even the roofs of the houses, which are composed
of large slabs, some a yard and a half square, laid on in so rude a
manner, as to give a miscrable unfinished appcarance to the whole.
It takes the additional namc of Seroy, or Serai, from a royal
scrai, commonly called a caravansary in Europe. It is one of
those buildings erected for the accommodation of travellers, at
modcratc distances, on all the padshah, or royal roads, during the
flourishing statc of the Mogul empirc. Here the weary pilgrim,
and pobr itinerant, as well as the opulent merchant, found an

ARLL
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asylum, and was supplied with some necessaries gratis. Most of
these buildings are now in a state of dilapidation; those kept in
repair by the Mahrattas are chiefly for the purpose of securing
forage for the cavalry, as was the case at present. One gale of
the serai leads to a musjid, composed of open arches supporting
a dome; near it are the remains of a tank and fountain, with a
well of excellent water in good repair.

The town is populous, and contains a number of houses, all
constructed with the materials beforementioned. The adjacent
country abounds with a kind of rugged flat stone, with which the
houses are covered, irregular in thickness, size, and shape, sup-
ported by others erected perpendicularly, and the intervening
spaces filled up with a light coloured soft stone, without cement,
or dt best but loosely laid in mud. Notwithstanding these con-
temptible habitations, the culley, or general grain yard, abounded
with all sorts of excellent grain. 'The town is surrounded by a
wall of loose stones, nine feet high, with the usual gates. Ata
quarter of a mile distance are the ruins of several Hindoo temples;
* two of them, and a pillar adjoining, extremely well executed: the
figures, in the style of those at the Elephanta, apparently by supe-
rior artists, are grouped in great variety, but partaking of a com-
mon defect in Indian statuary, which totally fails in the delinea-
tion of joints or muscle.

T'o the north of Sayse, which belongs to the: Mahratta family
of Yaddoo, or Jaddow, runs the river Bhaw Gunga, having plenty
of waler; it falls into the Sind. On the 28th of April we passed
Secpree, about cight milcs from Sasye; this town is the residence
of the managers of the Jaddoo family possessions in this country,
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originally amounting to three@acs of rupees annual revenue, but
now greatly reduced. At his place Sir Charles Malet quitied
the great Nerwar road, influenced by his former motive of pro-
ceeding by the nearest and most unknown routes, for the purpose
of improving our Indian geography.

The following day we arrived at Dowlah Gaum, or Ghurr, a
fortified village, about four miles beyond the river Ummir, now
a dry bed, which we crossed where there was not the smallest
stream. The surrounding country not only abounded with stones,
but formed in some places an entire plain of stone, encompassed
by immense rocks; no tract for sixteen miles together, (which was
the extent of this day’s journey): can exhibit more wildness,
sterility, and want of comfort; we saw only two small villages,
and very few inhabitants. On halting at Dowlah Gaum, one of
our horse-keepers complained of a pain and swelling in the skin, -
and soon afler found a difficulty in articulation. I very soon at-
tended him, and found his jaw totally locked ; ung. Elemi. was plen-
tifully rubbed into his jaw, mixed with opium. Ile was put into
a warm bath as soon as possible, and tinct. Thebaic. mixed
with a small quantity of waler, being forced down, he got better
within twenty-four hours, and at length perfectly recovered.

For wwo days we travelled through those stony regions, but
on the first of May we left the steril rocky plain, and gradually
ascended a lofly hill: the former contained a few villages, ncarly
depopulated; partly from the effects of a two year's famine, and
still more from an oppressive government.  On the side of this
hill, we passed a large fortificd town, called Dooa, or Deway,
where we understood were iron mines, and works for the fabri-
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cation of that metal, of great import#hce: had we wanted confirma-
tion of this report from our guides, the large masses of ferruginous
matter we saw on approaching the hills would have been a
sufficient evidence. On attaining the summit we opened on a
prospect of an amazing extent of mountains or hills, though not
one was entirely detached from another; we found ourselves
afterwards suddenly descend to a great depth by one of the most
perpendicular roads I ever passed, partly over loose stones, but
more over smooth rocks, slippery as glass, on which our horses
might literally be said to slide down, in a very dangerous manner.
"This brought us into a valley with a little verdure, which was soon
succeeded by rocky hills and immense masses of solid rock; the
whole forming the bed of a river, which in a few places afforded stag-
nant water, to which we cagerly hastened, that our exhausted cattle
might refresh themsclves: we found it so strongly impregnated
with iron as to be scarcely drinkable. All the surrounding rocks
contained ore, of which we carricd off several specimens, as the
_produce of the iron rocks in the Gwalicr purgunna. In the midst
of these unfrequented wilds 1 discovered a hole in one of the
rocks: thinking it might lead to an excavation of sculptured
rocks like the Elephanta, and possibly throw some light on the
scenc, I ascended u rugged and steep height, and to my great
disappointment found only a wretched hole, just large enongh
for its inhabitant, a poor half-starved fakeer, passing his life in
solitude and penance.

Procceding from thence we ascended another rocky eminence,
and beheld a pleasant valley, in which stood the large walled
town of Berve, with its ghurry or citadel, the ruins of some old
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pagodas, and the shining dames of new temples, interspersed
among verdant scenery, altogether presenting a scene to which
we had not lately been accustomed. Here we encamped after a
fatiguing journey of seventeen miles; although the heat was in-
tense, and the thermometer in my palanquin at 102°, at two in the
afternoon, I walked out out to view the place, and gain what in-
telligence I could respecting the iron works, which 1 knew would
be deserted later in the evening. The scattered ruins were all of
Hindoo architecture; one was a large circle, containing a smaller
one, surrounded by a gallery covered with neat domes. The
outer circle of buildings had most probably been allotted for the
accommodation of travellers, but were now inhabited by a few
half-starved wretches, covered with dirt and tatters. From thence
going round the fort, which had a few towers of a conical form,
I came to one of hose dark-looking banks ncar the entrance of
the town, where I entered a blacksmith’s house, who received me
with great civility, and in the course of our conversation, I found
I had made a mistake in supposing that the rocks and hills of a
ferruginous appearance furnished a quantity of iron ore; on the
contrary it was cxtracled from another kind of carth, called lohaka
mittee, or iron earth, which was only to be procured at one hill,
seven miles distant. It was purchased on the spot by traders in
that article, and brought for salc to Berye, Dewoy, Mohuna, Gwa-
lier, and Nerwar, where the ore was extracted, and the motal
worked by the smiths for sale far and near, aL lcast as far as the
want of an inland navigation would admit of, My host further
informed me, that the greatest number of smiths, and those of

superior ability, lived at a place called Maggeronce, four miles
VOL. 1v. K
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from Nerwar; that this iron-earth was sold at the mines for two
pice, or one penny for a bullock-load, and was delivered to the
siniths at Baroy, seven miles from the spot, at the rate of two ru-
pees and a half for a hundred maunds, or about six shillings for
nearly three thousand pounds weight of earth, Each bullock-
load of earth, purchased at the mines for two pice, produced on
an average twenty-five seers of iron, cerlainly above iwenty
pounds English weight.

'This very low price of earth, and the great proportion of melal
it contains, renders the value of iron ecxtremely cheap; yet not
so much so, as from these circumstances might be expected: this
is accounted for from the great scarcity of charcoal, without which
nothing can be done; none can be procured nearer than twelve
milé:s, and there it sells for half a rupee the bullock load. The
smith whom I first visited conducted me to several other forges;
the process was the same in all, and the same weight of metal was
generally extracted from the same quantity of iron earth. He also
procured a guide to attend us to the mines, as soon as the moon
arose the next morning. We then set off about two o'clock, and
leaving the Gwalier road on the left, traversed a cultivated plain
for three miles, until we reached a village called Naigow, where
we found a number of smiths working at this early hour. Our
guide expressing some doubts respecting the road to the mines,
they readily supplied us with another, who leaving all regular
paths led us over a wild scene of hills and dales until about five
miles further we reached the mines just as the day dawned, time

- enough to see several loads of iron earth drawn up by torch light. .

[ have not language to convey an adequate idea of the scene.
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The darkness of the morning, the gloomy lights in the deep shafts
of the mines, the black dirty miners, the shouts of the drivers, and
noise of the bullocks, with the savage aspect of the surrounding
hills, altogether produced an extraordinary spectacle.

I questioned the miners, here called doharrees or loharrees, on
many points respecting the mines, and obtained the following
information. The person who has the chief management of these
mines, is the amull of Santow, in whose district is another town
called Cherowray; each of these places is about two miles distant,
in different directions from the spot we now visited. 'The mines
therefore are indiscriminately called the Sanfoo mines, and the
Cherowray mines; although in fact there are none at cither of
those places, but being under the same amuldhar, they are so
named. Most of the hills in the adjacent country bearing a great
similarity in external appearance to those where the iron earth is
found, it is natural to suppose it would be found in many others;
but it is not so, for in these hills only, and not in all of them, is
this valuable carth to be met with, and chiefly in the hollow top
of a certain hill, in the centre of many others, extending near two
miles on every side of it. 'The carth which produces the iion ore
is found in the hollow of this central hill, and not in the sides;
there none is to be seen. There are now seven mines at work ;
the remains of many more which have fallcn in, and the traces of
others that have been attempted without success: the whole space
does not appear to exceed four or five hundred square yards.

'The entrance to each mine, and its descent to the bottom, form
a kind of cylinder large enough to admit of the miners descend-
ing and ascending, in the manncr adopted by the English chimney-
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sweepers, that of selling their back against one side, and their
feet against the other; the rope to which the basket containing.
the earth is attached, being given into their hands as an assistance
and security ; although this rope is not affixed to any thing above,
but held fast by one of the miners standing firmly on it near the
precipice.

In scarching for the earth they seldom go lower than twenty
feet, at which depth if they do not succeed, they abandon the
spot and try another; when successful, they work to the depth of
thirty feet, and then procecd laterally. On being repeatedly
asked, they all persisted in affirming that a mine seldom stood
longer than. threc months ; and numbers were destroyed by their
falling in sooner. 'The Vanjarrces are the principal merchants
who purchase the earth, but others of various castes occasionally
deal init. Itis so abundant, that (contrary to the information given
by the smiths) we found it sold on the spot at two pice, or one
penny, for eight maunds of twenty-eight pounds each. The load-
ing of each bullock was onc pice. About twelve seer of iron
was extracled from a maund of earth. None of the earth is kept
ready dug for salc, either within or without the mines; it is only
worked out when demanded: there are seven mines, and about
fifty bullocks on an avecrage are daily loaded. 'The workmen are
not regularly in the pay of government, but arc hired at the mines,
and are paid for lading the bullocks by the merchants; a pcrson
appointed by government constantly attends Lo receive the price
of the earth from the merchants. .

Taking off my clothes, I descended into the largest mine, not
more than thirty feet deep, but extending in four different shafts,
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about seventeen paces in length, through which I walked upright,
after an entrance of some difficulty: but so dismal were these
subterrancous rcgic;ns 1hat I was glad to make my exit at the first
extremity I reached; their coolness was the only compensation for
a visit. 'The supporters are lurge and substantial; the whole inte-
rior of the minc is of a deep purple colour, not easily distinguished
from black by the light of a single torch, which was all we had
for our guidance. 'The whole substance is so extremely soft, scem-
ingly from moisture, that I brokc oft a handful with great facility;
and a man with one of the working tools filled a basket in an in-
stant. The ore dees not run in any particular vein, but is con-
tained in all the earth: here and there are seen small lines of a
white greasy matter; and now and then a flake of that kind of
stone of which the hills about this country arc formed.

From the above account it will be found, that, labour excepted,
a maund of iron may be made at Berye for about three rupecs.
One hundred maunds of iron earth cost two rupces delivered into
the forge, and the charcoal fifty rupces per hundred maunds, ad-
mitting two parls of the latter to be necessary for working one of
the former. So powerful was the cffect of the iron in the environs
of Berye, that the compass varied ncarly three points.

From thence we proceeded, on the 2d of May, towards Gwalier,
a name celebrated in the military annals of India, for the gallant
and successful enterprize of captain Pophain, in taking this for-
tress in the year 1780. 'The road from the mines thither was
pleasant, but hilly; crossing the river Ummer, we reached Cherow-
ray, a town already mentioned, situated on a hill between two

vallies, commagrding an extcnsive view. The more direct road te
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Gwalier, which is seen from Cherowry, is through Nowgong; but
on descending the hills we saw no more of that lofty fortress until
we arrived within two miles of it. 115°¢

Gwalier stands on a high hill in a circular valley, remarkable
for the unusual regularity of its summit, extending about a mile
from north to south. The town is situated below; great part of it
now in a ruinous state, and the remainder very thinly inbabited,
occasioned by a dreadful famine, with which this part of the coun-
try has been lately visited, in addition to the wars and revolutions
that had previously desolated it. Gwalier stands pleasantly be-
tween the circuit of the hill, and a river flowing in its front. The
fort is said to have existed for eighteen hundred years, being first
built by Rajah Surej Sihng; from that time it underwent many
alterations and improvements by different sovereigns, who erected
several palaces, still conspicuous on the castern face. The most
elegant was built three hundred years ago, by a rajah named
Maun Sihng, whence it is called Maun Mhunder; it is beautified
with enamcl of various colours, still bright and vivid. Gwalier
was taken from him by ‘the grandfather of Akber, and has since
been in the possession of too mauy conquerors to enumerate.

We arrived at Gwalicr on the 2d of May, and remained two
days, to rccruit our attendants and cattle after our late marches
through the most rugged country that had occurred in our whole
journey at this hottest season of the ycar. This place is still very
interesting. Amidst a varicty of ruined buildings, is a handsome
serai; some parts of it arc kept in tolcrable repair, to answer the
benevolent purpose for which it was erected; where a number of
people, chiefly women, called Metrahnees, take up their abode to
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attend strangers on their arrival in the city. The poorest traveller
is immediately furnished with a bed, somc wheat bread, and cool
waler, for the humble pittance of two pice, or one penny. This
in some measure proves the truth of Thomas Coriat’s assertion,
in a letter to his mother, that during his travels through Hindostan,
he could live for two-pence a day.

The most perfect building is an elegant mosque, erected by
Ahmed Khan, who held a distinguished post under the emperor
Aurungzebe. The gate leading toit from the bazar is very grand,
and two lofty minarets, seen at a considerable distance from the
town, have a striking effcct.  Near the south-gate are the remains
of a magnificent bowree, or large well, built by the same person;
from which pipes extended, in different directions, to the several
houses in the city which he meant to supply with water, a fre-
quent mark of the benevolence of the wealthy in Hindostan,
where all great works spring from the munificence of the prince
or of rich individuals,

Onc of the most magnificent structures without the walls, is
the Roza shrine, or mausoleum of Huzzret Shah Mahomed Gose,
a celebrated peer, or Mahomedan saint. It stands within a large
enclosure, consecrated by Akber as a repository for the remains of
himself and family; time and religious influence have rendered it
the scpulchre of many hundreds besides. The mausoleum jiself
contains the bodies of three of Akber’s sons, and the tutor of the
eldest prince. Shah Abdalla, the emperor’s eldest son, raised this
edifice, by the order and at the expensc of his father. The royal
remains are deposited under a handsome tomb of white marble,
exquisitely wrought, covered by a silken pall, decorated with

»
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peacock’s feathers. On a stool by the head, on the right hand, is the
Koran wrapt up in a napkin. On the lefi, near the monument of
Akber, is that of his eldest son; the other imperial princes repose
at a grealer distance. It is altogether a stupendous fabric, with
an immense door in the centre, and twelve smaller in different
apertures. The design is grand, the cxeculion in a superior style,
and the preservation wonderful, considering it has been erected
two hundred and thirty-six years.

Under a neat marble tomb, near the peer, are deposited the
remains of Tanseine, the Orpheus of Hindostan, he being the first
who brought the art of singing to perfection in this part of the
world. By the Mahomedan accounts he was a brahmin boy, con-
verted to Islamism by Shah Mahomed Gose; who, struck with
the swectness of his voice, patronized him very early in life, and
taking great pains in cultivating his talents, laid the foundation
of that celebrity which he afterwards attained. He lived many
years at the court of Akber, high in favour with the emperor, and
the admiration of his subjects. Dying at Lahore, while attend-
ing his sovereign, Akber, out of affection and respect to his memory
and talents, had his corpsc conveyed from thence to Gwalier, at
a great expense, that it might be deposited near the remains of
his friend and ecarly bencfactor, Shah Mahomed Gose. Even to
this hour the memory of Tanseine is so celebrated, that the musi-
cal amateurs of Hindostan, hold it in the highest veneralion, and
many travel from a great distance to do homage at his shrine.
His tomb was formerly shaded by a spreading tamarind-tree,
which has been so often stripped of its leaves, bark, and tender
branches, by thesc musical votaries, that it is now almost a sapless
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trunk, in the last stage of decay. A chief reason for Uhs spoil is
the prevailing idea that a decoction from the bark, leaves, and
wood of this tree, gives a clearness and melody to the voice.

Many stories are lold of Tanseine, nearly as sarprising as those
related of Orpheus, Amphion, and other celechrated musicians of
aotiquity. Tanseine composed verses, as well as sang with such
supcriority, that when Akber, who was extremely luxurious and
magnificent in his entertainments, invited strangers, and resolved
to give an extraordinary zest to the royal banquet, Tanseine had
his allotted share in the feast. When the company assembled in
the dusk of evening to enjoy the gentle breeze, and taste the per-
fumes of the gardens, percolated and cooled by the numerous
fountains playing round the shrubberies, darkness was gradually
permitted to approach; but lamps of various colours, intended
for a general illumination, were notwithstanding properly arranged,
though ordered not to be lighted until a private signal was given
by the emperor to Tanseine, who then suddenly burst forth into a
strain so astonishingly harmonious, that the whole scene became
illuminated by the magic of his voice!

There are numerous gardens about a mile from the town, laid
out in a bad taste; straight narrow walks, formal trees crowded
together, and flowers closely planted in small beds, like a carpet.
They seem very little attended to; nor is there any thing else in the
once celebrated town of Gwalier deserving the traveller’s attention.

I do not enter into Mr. «Cruso’s detail of Captain Popham’s
enterprige against the fortress of Gwalier, which is alrcady well
known. It then belonged to the Mahratta ,government, with

whom the English were at war. We kept it for ten months, and
YOL. IV, F
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then made it over to our ally, the ranah of Gohud ; he remained in
possession of it near two ycars, when Mhadajee Sindia, who me-
ditated the ranah’s destruction for his attachment to the English
interest, commenced a siege, which, having continued seven months
with very little effect, he contrived to tamper with Mootee Mul, &
man who had been useful to Captain Popham, and at his recom-
mendation promoted by the rajah to a post of distinction. He
was at that time of so much consequence in Gwalier, (the ranah
being abscnt) as to share equally in the administration with the
rance, or (uecn, and a nephew of the ranah. Mhadajec Sindia,
by bribery and intrigue, having gained over this man, contrived
to have several inlerviews with the traitor, which were not so sc-
cretly managed as to prevent the intelligence rcaching the ranah.
The indignant prince immediately wrote to the ranee, who con-
stantly resided in the fort, to take measures for Mootec Mull being
cut ‘off. This letter being intercepted fell into his hands, and in-
stead of answering the intended purpose; only accelerated the
completion of his perfidy. Ile communicated the discovery to
Mhadajee Sindia, urging him not to lose a moment in assisting his
treacherous designs. 'I'wo battalions instantly marched from his
camp Lo that of the works commanded by the traitor, and entered
the garrison without losing a man; these were followed by the
main body of the army. Two thousand of the garrison went over
to Mootee Mull, thrce thousand more, seized with a panic at this
sudden turn of affairs, either fled or laid down their arms; six
hundred only remained firmly attached to the ranee, who shewed
the greatest magnanimily and firmness on the occasion. At length
five hundred and fifty of these brave fellows being cut to pieces,
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the other fifty rallied round the heroinc and performed prodigics
“of valour. All proving of no avail, the ranee retired into an
inner apartment of the palace with her attendaats, where having .
locked the door, she set fire to the building, and perished in the
flames. Sindia, now master of Gwalier, marched to attack the
ranah in his capital of Gohud, from whence he fled for refuge to
the rajah of Caroulee, at a considerable distance. e afterwards
unfortunately fell into the power of his encmy, and loaded with
chains, drags on a miserable existence in the fort of Gwalier.

We left Gwalier before day-break on the 5th of May, and
proceeded towards Agra, through a country so completcly depo-
pulated, that in passing near several large ruined villages, we
only now and then saw a poor half-starved being peeping through
a wretched hovel, hardly able to screen them from the intense heat,
A good road soon brought us to Nourabad, where is the hand-
somest bridge 1 have yet seen in India, a large serai, well paved,
and beautified by several small domes and minarets ; also the tomb
of Cunnah Begum, wife of that notorious delinquent and fugitive
Ghazyul-din Khan, who died on the road, and was buried under
a tree not far from the town, until her mother sent a thousand ru-
pees to have her body removed, and interred in a manner more
suitable to her former rank. It is now deposited under the mau-
soleum of one of the ancient kings in the centre of a garden.

The river Saunk runs by Nourabad, in a broad and full stream.
About four miles further we crassed another considerable river,
called Afsan, and halted at Choonda, a small village on the oppo-
site side, where we pitched our tents for the night, and the next
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morning marched sixteen miles to the village Keytree, on the
banks of the Chumbel, by far the broadest of any river we have
. yet seen, except the Nerbudda, though the stream was at this
scason narrow and shallow. The road was generally good, the
country very little cultivated, and as we approached the river often.
cleft into deep ravines and immense hollows. We saw a few tole-
rable villages, and overtook a large caravan of oxen, laden with
grain for Sindia’s’army, a detachment of which we found en-
camped near our ground. The banks of the Chumbel, intersected
by immense gullies, with the general inequality of the ground,
gives the landscape a wild and singular appearance. In a short
excursion from our camp we saw several wolves, deer, and harcs,
and,on our march overtook six fine brass field-picces on their way
to Sindia, said to have been cast at Gwalier; and met several
laiger guns proceeding with a considerable force from Sindia’s
army against the Ragoghur rajah.
On the 7th we marched thirteen miles. Proceeding at dawn
. of day through a broken country and a heavy sandy read, we
rcached Dolepoor, the residence of Mahomed Beg Humdannee, a
jaghiredar under Sindia, and a principal actor in the commotions
which caused the present change of affairs in the Mogul empire.
The town is large, has many public and private edifices of great
beauty, and is delightfully situated amidst groves and gardens laid
out with taste. From thence we dravelled through a country
capable of all the advantages of cultivation, to Munnea, anether
town under his former government, and there passed the remain-
der of the day under a pavilion in the centre of a pleasant garden,
not far from a handsome mausoleum without an inscription.
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The next day we crossed the bed of the Gumbeer, a very broad
river, now without water, which, when full, is passed by a bridge
of larger dimensions, but not executed with so much taste as the
bridge at Nourabad. This, like all the others we have yct seen,
has not the smallest rise in the centre, but is carried on in a straight
surface. It consists of twenty arches, each upwards of five yards
wide, and the intermediate space of equal breadth; it is well
paved and adorned with two minarets at each end. On the north
bank of the Gumbeer stands the town of Jajew, where is a scrai
built by order of Sha Jehan, beyond comparison the most elegant
we have yet scen. The entrances are uncommonly grand, each
consisting of Lwo minarets, tastefully decorated, with the gate and
appropriale ornaments in the centre. On the lefl is a musjeed,
not more remarkable for general beauty than for the delicacy of
the stonc with which it is built. It is of a pale reddish hue, inlaid
with ornaments of light yellow, and white marblc.

Soon after leaving the Gumbeer we passed a less considerable
river, called the Karra Nuddy, or salt-river, which we were told
has its source in a salt lake in the ncighbourhood of Jaypoor; but
other information-attributes the spring to another spot: the water
was brackish and disagreeable. From thence we proceeded to
Oakwalla, our halting-place for the day, which, to avoid the ex-
treine heat, we passed under the dome of a Mahomedan mauso-
leum. Near it were two Hindoo tombs; on one of them was
sculptured a tiger, on the other a deer. We could gain no intcl-
ligence concerning these singular monuments, which were the first
of the kind we had met with. From this spot we could discern,
by the assistance of a tclescope, the most conspicuous buildings
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and lofty minarets in the far-famed city of Agra. Thither we
marched very early the next morning, and arrived there at day-
break on the ninth of May, after a journey of six hundred and
thirty-six miles from Surat, performed entirely on horseback, in
fifty-five days including halts, at the hottest season of thé year.
As Sir Charles Malet preferred riding, we followed his example,
though we had the option of using his elephants or our own palan-
quins.

The country through which we travelled for several days past
has presented a melancholy picture, ‘occasioned by a dreadful
famine, which had sadly diminished population, and left the sur-
vivors in a state of misery. At Gwalier the whole suburbs were
strewed with skeletons ; from thence to Agra the villages were
generally uninhabited, and the land become a wilderness from
want of cultivation, but our arrival at Agra presented a scene
lamentable beyond conception.

The gloom of the morning vciled the suburbs in a great mea-
sure from our observation, and we entered the gates of Agra, or

Akber-abad, with the carly dawn ; and proceeding through the
quarter called Momtazabad, beheld on all sides the most melancholy
objects of fallen grandeur: mosques, palaces, gardens, caravansa-
ries, and mausoleums, mingled in one gencral ruin. Agra had
been the frequent subject of our conversation, we had anticipated
much novelty, and expecled every comfort at the close of our
fatiguing journcy. Thesc considerations added to the poignancy
of disappointment—instead of the spacious squares and frequented
streets of a great capital, it was witly difficulty and danger we
kept our horses on their feet amidst the magnificent, but terrible
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mass of ruin. Few persons can have an idea of the painful sen-
salions excited by such a view of this once celebrated city, for
few have the opportunity of contemplating an object so deplor-
able! In the midst of this chaotic heap of desolation, our atten-
tion was suddenly roused by a stupendous.fabric bursling on our
view, in complete repair and resplendent beauty—a splendid struce
turc, with domes and minarets of the purest white, surmounting
the dark umbrage of rich surrounding groves, produced in such a
situation a most extraordinary effect.

Previous to our arrival, Sir Charles Malet had corresponded
with Mr. James Anderson, the British resident at Sindia’s durbar,
and his last letter mentioned that the Taje Mahal had been appro-
priated by the Maliratta chief for our.accommodation at Agra.
This was the edifice which had now excited our astonishment, and
thither we were immediately conducted. On alighting at the grand
entrance, built of a light red stone, inlaid with white marble, we
walked into a large court, with apartments on three sides like those
of the serais. To the right and left ol this square, a gate of simi.
lar construction opened into the street; near each of those gates
1s an enclosurc containing a .beautiful dome of white marble, sacred
to the memory of eminent persons ; opposite to these mausolea is
a spacious serai. Magnificent as was the first entrance, the one
fronting it on the opposile side of the square was still more so ;
the roof being ornamented with two rows of small domes above the
cntablature, each row containing eleven of those elegant white
cupolas with gilded spires. This superb portal, which indeed
forms a spacious apartment, is ascended by a noble flight of steps;
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a similar descent on the other side leads Lo an extensive garden,
enriched with groves of cypress and other trees. In the centre is
a noble avenue, with a canal and fountains, leading to a large
marble reservoir, with a beautiful jette d’eau. On each side of the
garden is a responden& structure of elegant architecture; one a
musjid, or place of worship, the other apparently intended for the
accommodation of the great officers of the imperial court. Be-
tween those buildings, at the termination of the garden, on the
banks of the river Jumna, stands the mausoleum of the empress
Momtaz Mabhal, deservedly the wonder of the eastern world.

This magnificent mausoleum, slightly introduced from Sir
Charles Malet’s manuscript in my account of Ahmedabad, is now
considerably illustrated from the same valuable source, several
sheets of Mr. Cruso’s journal being lost after mentioning the ar-
rival of the embassy at Agra.

Taje Mabhal, standing due north and south on the southern
bank of the river Jumna, was built by the command of the empe-
ror Shah Jehan, for the interment of his favourite sultana, Momtaz
Mahal, pre-eminent, or most honoured of the seraglio ; or Momtaz
al Zumani, superior of the age ; both having been the titles of the
empress. 'This mausoleum is commonly called Taqje Gunse, or
Taje Mahal, mcaning the repository, or the abode of the diadem,
alluding allegorically to her as the most brilliant gem of the serag-
Jlio. The word seraglhio being an Italianization of serah, or mohl
serah, signifying the female apartmenis held sacred amongst the
Mahomedans. 'The posthumous title of the empress was Mehd
Aalea, which means “ Reposing in Heaven.”
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The emperor Shah Jehan intended erecting a similar mauso-
leum for himself on the opposite side of the river, and connecting
the two magnificent structures by a bridge; but succeeding cvents
having prevented the completion of this great design, his remains.
were, by order of his son and successor, Aurungzebe, also deposited
in this beautiful edifice, which, in point of design and execution, is
one of the most extraordinary works anywhere extant. 'I'he adni-
- rable art and nicety of the masonry has hitherto withstood the effect
of time ; nor have successive barbarous and predatory conquerors
yet violated its sanclity and beauty. Two great squares or arcas
contain the principal buildings; those of the outer one scem in-
tended for the convenience of travellers, distant visitors, and the
inferior officers and dependents of the roza, a name for the mau-
soleum, but implying something saintly or sanctified. The inner
square, which is entered through a stupendous dome, with brass
gates, most elaborately and exquisitely worked, is an entire gar-
den, shaded by numerous stately trees, adorned by marble canals
and a fine reservoir, studded with fountains through the middle
avenue.  The right and left boundaries of the garden are formed
by magnificent buildings for recreation and deiotion.

At the extremity of the garden, opposite the grand entrance,
and overlooking the river, stands pre-cminent, and alone, clevated
on a very extensive platform, having a lofty minaret at cach cor-
ner, composed entirely of beautifully white marble, the imperial
roza ; in which, under the grand centre dome, rest the ashes of the
cmperor and his consort in separate tombs. My inquiries respect-
ing the quarrics whence this marble was procured were not satis-
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factorily answered. I have been told such marble is produced in
the province of Marwar, but this requires confirmation.
The beautiful inlaid work, in imitation of flowers in their natural
_colour, all of precious stones, forming borders and other ornaments
in the white marble and alabaster of the interior, has been already
mentioned at Ahmedabad, together with several other interesting
particulars of this wonderful fabric.
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CONTINUATION OF THE JOURNEY FROM SURAT TO CALCUTTA;
CONTAINING THE TRANSACTIONS IN THE CAMP OF
MHADAJEE SINDIA NEAR AGRA;

A PUBLIC AUDIENCE WITH THE EMPEROR SHAHN AALUM;

AND A DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY OF DELUIL.
1785.

“ And yet, perhaps, if countrics we compare,
And estimate the blessings which they share,
Though patriots flatter, still shall wisdom find
An cqual portion dealt to all mankind,

As different good, by Art or Nature given

To different nations, make their blessing even.
The naked savage, panting at the line,
Boasts of his golden sands, and palmy wine;
Basks in the glare, or stems the tepid wave,

And thanks his gods for all the good they gave.” GoLDsMITH.







CONTENTS.

Transactions with Mhadajec Sindia respecting the embassy—cha-
racter of Mr. James Anderson, resident minister with Sindia
—arrival of officers and an escort from Sindia to conduct the
embassy from Agra Sindia’s camp—journey from Agra to Gou
Ghaut—secundra, tomb of Akber—cercmonies at the first pub-
lic visit to Mhadajee Sindia—meanness of the presents—Muttra—
nabob Coolee Khan—Bhindera Bhund, the birthplace of Crishna,
the Apollo of India— Dieuisthans—singular gosaing—andees, or
whirlwinds—visit to Shah Aalum, emperor of Delhi—particulars of
the ceremonies, presents, &c. on that occasion— shabby presents;
parsimony of Mhadajee Sindia—rebellion of Gulam Kaudir—his
atrocious behaviour, and cruel treatment of the aged emperor, and
the royal family at Delhi—Gulam Kaudir taken, and punished by
Mhadajee Sindia—his death—journey from Muttra to Delhi—
dreadful state of the country from recent famine—serais—
banditti—country between Agra and Delhi—minarets for mile-
stones—measurement in IHindostan—desolate entrance of Delhi
—obelisk of Cutbal deen—old fort of Delhi—imperial palace
—Ameer’s palaces—Nobut  Conna—Shah Jehanabad—new city



at Delhi—gardens at Delhi—fruit and flowers—palace appro-
priated for the embassy described—zenana— Surd Conna—gjumma
mugjid—mausoleums—tomb of Khan Khanna—palaces on the
banks of the Jumma—that river described—return to Sindia’s
camp —arrangements for the embassy’s journey for Cawnpore—

departure from the encampment and Agra for Cawnpore and
Calcutta.



CHAPTER XXXVIIL

O~ Sir Charles Warre Malet's arrival at Agra, some difticulties
arose, with respect to his meeting with Mahdajce Sindia, who was
then encamped at Muttra, about twenty-eight miles from the city,
with Shah Aalum, the degraded cmperor of Delhi. The purport
of this intended meeting was to concert with Mhadajee Sindia the
best mode of completing the establishment of the embassy to the
court of Poonah, in the manner most compatible with the interests
of the English and the views of this great chieftain, through whom
those interests had been for some time conducted with the peshwa,
the supreme head of the Mahratta empire. This predicament,
certainly of considerable delicacy, was soon cleared of' its obsta-
cles by the address of Mr. James Anderson, then resident minister
from the government-general of India, with Mhadajee Sindia;
and who, by the suavity of his manners, excellent understanding,
perfect knowledge of the Persian and Hindostan languages, and
peculiar fitness for his important situation, had estabiished a
considerable influence in the personal regard of this Mahratta
chief.

On the 13th of May Sir Charles Malet reccived a letter from

Mr. Anderson, dated at Sindia's eamp, informing him that Babo-
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rao Duan and Appajce Tattea, two Mahratta chiefs of rank and
consequence, were deputed to wait upon him, and condict the
embassy to the camp near Muttra. The same evening Appajee
arrived at Agra with a party of cavalty, and presented himself at
Taje Mahal, having left his colleague with a much larger escort
at Gou Ghaut, twelve miles from Agra. In consequence of this
arrangement, and the cattle and atlendants being well refreshed,
the baggage was ordered to proceed on the following day; and
on the 16th they left the terrestrial paradise surrounding the Taje-
Mabhal, and commenced their journey towards Sindia’s camp. A
melancholy sccne of ruin and desolation, similar to that already
described, marked the first part of their progress from the royal
gardens, through the suburbs and environs of Agra.

‘About half-way from thence to Gou Ghaut, or Ox-ford, they
came to Secundra, cclebrated for the mausoleum of Akber, situ-
ated within a large enclosure, resembling a park, shaded by noble
trees, and entered by four handsome gates, leading to the roza, in
the centre, which is a magnificent structure, inlaid with different
* coloured marble, agates, and precious stones, extremely rich and
costly, but rather in a heavy style; the part most ornamented is
on the uppermost terrace, and having no cover is entirely exposed
to the weather; it is exquisitely finished, and the platform of
black and whitec marble. The tomb itself is of plain white marble.
The interior of the arch at the principal entrance is adorned with
verses, expressive of the founder’s extensive fame, and numerous
victories, with moral rcflections on the instability of human

greatness. 7
The road from thenee to Gou Ghaut was extremely pleasant:
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Sir Charles was met there-by Mhadajec’s Sindia’s duan, with a
large party of horse to escort him to camp; he also reccived a
letter from Mr. Anderson to express Sindia's wish that he would
proceed as fast as convenient, being very desirgus to have a per-
sonal interview. 'They arrived there the next morning, and found
the Mahratta camp greatly cularged by that of the emperor Shih
Aalum; who had appointed Mhadajee Sindia his vackeel ul mul-
luck, an officc in the Mogul empire superior to the vizier Aazim.
Mr. Anderson was also encamped near Muttra as English minis-
ter with the Mabratta chicf, and was invested with powers to
treat and negotiate with the last aged monarch of the imperial
house of Timur. Mr. Anderson’s suite consisted of a surgeon and
a British officcrin command of the two companies of scpoys which
composed his guard.

The preliminaries of the ceremonial of the first meeting being
arranged, the morning of the 20th was appointed for Sir Charles
Malet’s introduction to Mbhadajee Sindia. Sir Charles and Mr.
Anderson were mounted on the same clephant, and the gentlemen
of their suite on others, or in palanquins. Mr. Anderson was
escorted by a party of horse, appointed as a standing guard by
the Mahratta chief; Sir Charles was attended by his own escort
of horse and foot. 'They were met by Mhadajec Sindia some hun-
dred yards from his tent, attended by his principal chiefs, a party
of sepoys, a body of cavalry, and several clephants: he there
alighted from his elephant, and, being extremcly lame, was sup-
ported by two persons as he approached to cmbrace Sir Charles
Malet, and the other gentlemen, in the order they were intro-

duced by Mr.¢/Anderson. He then preceded them to the durbar
VOL. 1v. H
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tent, where Sir Charles delivered Sindta a letter from the govermor
of Bombay. General conversation ensued, in which the Mahratta
chief took a principal part, and in the course of it a gun of his
own making was handed round for approbation, which was very
liberally, and not undescrvedly bestowed, if it really was of his
own construction. But although he certainly has a turn for me-
chanies, the gun was rather supposed to have been the production
of the artificers whom he employs than of his own bands.

After the presents Lad been distributed, and the usual forma-
lities performed, the English gentlemen proceeded te their tents.
On examining the khelauts, or presents, from the great Maha
rajah Madajee Sindia, the serpeych (an ornament for the turban)
presented to Sir Charles Malet was found to be composed of false
stones; the horse and other articles of mcan quality. "The pre-
sents to the gentlcmen of his family were two pieces of coarse
chintz, a pair of very common shawls, an ordinary turban, and a
picce of the cheapest keemcab.

Mr. Cruso’s journal then proceeds. We rode the next morn-
ing to Muttra, or Mutlurah, a large town on the banks of the river
Jumma, much celcbrated by the Hindoos. Several parts of it are
in good repair, but much more in a state of ruin; there are sill
some good houses, the remains of a handsome serai, and two large
musjids, one with four minarets and abundance of ornaments; the
other morc simple and more clégant.

On the 22d Sindia rcturned Sir Charles Malet’s visit, and
brought with him the favourite gun, to reccive a second set of
compliments.  On the 24th the nabob Rujutt Coolee Khan, a
mun of great distinction and consequence,‘arrived in Sindia’s
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camp, on business of importance. The first interview took
place the following day ; they met at a settled spot, ratlier nearer
to the tents of the nabob than the Mahratta chiet; there they
alighted and embraced, and then procceded together to Sindia's
durbar tent.  The interview was of considerable length, and many
guns were fired as a compliment on both sides.

Tlie following morning the nabob sent an invitation to the two
English ministers, and the gentlemen accompanying them, to dine
at his tents. We went there at three o'clock, and found about
thirty dancing-girls collected for our entertainment. When the
first civilities werc over they began dancing, and continued for an
hour; dinner being then announced, we adjourned to another tent,
and found a table sct out in the nicest order, profusely covered
with a variety of dishes in the Europcan and Mogul style. At
seven we took leave, much against the wish of the nabob, who
pressed us to stay a few hours longer.

On the 26th we went to Bhindera Bhund, a town about seven
miles from Muttra, in high estimation with the Ilindoos, and par-
ticularly celebrated as the birth-place of Crishna, the Apollo of
India, in the brabmin mythology. The town is rather large, plea-
santly situated on the banks of the Jumna, on which also, for near
a mile in length, extends a range of small buildings called Dieuis-
thans, little Altars or Temples, with steps down to the water from
each, for the convenience of the inhabitants, and religious pilgrims
who resort thither to perform their ablutions. They are very neat,
and form a pretty crescent of buildings, as the river takes that
form in its course under them. In the centre is an clegant house
on a small scale, lately built by the Jaypoor rajah. The exterior



52

.

is decorated by a profusion of carved work, which does credit to
the artist, and indicates some traces still remaining of that inge-
nuity which so emincntly distinghishes the more ancient buildings
in India. Here, seated on a cot in the uppermost apartment, we
saw a gosaing, to whom the people who conducted us paid the
greatest vencration, and related a number of improbabilities, and
not a few impossibilities of this respectable personage. Among
others, that he had been cast into a fire without being burnt, and
could tread on the surface of the waters without wetting his feet.
On questioning the brahmins whether they believed the stories
they were now relating, they shrewdly replied, that as the gosaing
was in high estimation with Himmut Bahaudur, and other chiefs.
of conscquence, how could they discredit them?

"The introduction of Sir Charles Malct to Shah Allum, ¢ King
of the World,” the present Mogul emperor of Hindostan, or rather
the shadow of the former Mogul emperors, has been hitherto de-
ferred on account of his grand-daughter’s dcath in the camp,
which prevents his majesty from appearing in public ; meanwhile
we pass our time pleasantly, are well supplied with exceeding fine
mutton and other excellent provisions from the Mahratta camp,
and good beef from the Mogul bazar; vegetables are scarce, but
we have plenty of mclons; oranges, grapes, and mangos.

For some days past the weather has been extremely windy, with
frcquent andces, or whirlwinds, violent and disagrceable forerun-
ners of the much-wished-for rainy scason, or as Europeans call it,
monsoon. The most scvere took place yesterday afternoon, which
overwhelming us in hot dust for half an hour, terminated in a re-
freshing shower of rain. Several of our people have been seized
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with tertian fevers, which in only onc instance proved fatal ; the
patient having neglected his application for assistance until too
late. 'There is a great deal of sickness in Sindia’s camp.

On the 5th of June at six o’clock in the morning, we paid our
visit, under Mr. James Anderson’s introduction, to the king, whose
encampment was not far from Sindia’s hcad-quarters. On ap-
proaching the extensive inclosure of kinnauts, or canvas walls,
which surrounded the imperial tents, we descended from our
elephants, and got intv pulanquins. An amazing crowd of people
filled the avenue, who were so intermingled and confused with the
guard, that it was difficult to distinguish them. Before we en-
tered the line, we were met by some officers of state to adjust the
number of our attendants; it was settled that each gentleman of
the suite should take only one servant. We then advanced to-
wards the durbar tent, which was about fifty paces distant, where
we discovered his imperial majesty seated on a silver throne ready
to receive us. 'Three of his sons were standing on his right hand,
and three on his left; and at the foot of the throne stood a favou-
rite daughter about seven years old, having a turban on her head
instead of a veil ; his majesty was also atiended by the few nobles
who still adliered to the fallen monarch,and by an host of gold and
silver stick-bearers. At this distance from the throne we were in-
structed to make the tusleem, or obeisance, three times. This cere-
mony consists in touching the ground with the right hand, and
then carrying it to the head. We now advanced to the foot of
the throne, where without speaking we presented our nuzzars, or
offerings. 'Those of Sir Charles consisted of gold mohurs, each
of the value of about two pounds sterling, rich shawls, kecimcabs,
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and cloths of various kinds ; with several curiosilies in agates, cut-
glass, and silver fillagree caskels, which his majesty seemed to
admire ; though the expression of any sensation is generally held
incompatible with Mogul dignity on such occasions. A few gold
mohurs were presented Lo each of the princes; my offering was
five gold mohurs to his majesty only. The offering of a soldier is
his sword, and the acceptance of it is signified by touching it.

Mr. Anderson and his suite having gone through the various
ceremonics of introduction at the imperial durbar, a repetition was
not expected. Ilis majesty and the imperial princes having gra-
ciously accepted of our several tokens of respect, we returned to
the place of obeisance, and thrice repeated the compliment,
having received an intimation from one of the ushers to take the
grlezuest care in retiring, nol Lo turn our backs on the throne. We
now took our stand with the rest of the gentlemen on the left of
his majesty, with our hands placed one upon the other, laid across
upon the waist. The emperor then entered into conversation re-
lative to the country we had passed through in otur long journey:
In a short time we were informed that our kwllats (honorary dresscs)
were prepared in a place allotled for our investiture. In our way
thither we had to stop at the salaming spot, and perform the tus-
leem a third time. From thence being conducted into a pavilion
open to numerous spectators, we were invested with a Mogul robe
over our coat. We then for the. fourth time paid our respects at
the usual spot, and advanced to the foot of the throne, to shew
owselves in our new habiliments. [lis majesty then condescended
to tie with his own hands a serpeych on Sir Charles’s hat, and

causcd a bridle, as the symbol of a borse, and an aunkus, the
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symbol of an elephant, to be delivered to him. The aunkus is the
instrument by which the clephant is driven and controlled ; its
handle is generally of wood, having an iron point to goad for-
ward, and a hook to restrain or keep back. Thesc additional
marks of favour caused a repetition of Sir Charles's rctrograde
steps to the place of obeisance, from whence he returned to his
station among the courtiers. Ilaving thus paid his respects for
this high distinction, the emperor conferred upon him a still
higher honour by a phirmaun of Mogul nobility, as an ameer of the
cmpirc.  After waiting for some time longer in the demure attitude
abovementioned, without a word being uttered by any person, the
King of the TWorld descended from his throne, and we moved o_n.ce
more to perform our obeisance. During this etiquettc at the Mo-
gul durbar, if his majesty asks any person present ufier his health,
he must immediately make the retrograde motions and perform
the tusleem. This was now practised by Mr. Anderson, who re-
ceived that condescending mark of royal distinction. \
On our return to the tents we found a horse and an clephant,
the addition to Sir Charles’s kullat. 'I'hc royal gifis of a horse, an
clephant, a princely dress, and a tiara of jewels, sound very grand,
and as a part of the formula of the introduction of eminent visi-
tors at the Mogul court, were not to be despised ; but on exami-
nation, the diamond and emcrald serpeych was found to be com-
posed of green glass and falsc stones; the horse was worn out,
and in the last stage of cxistence ; and the elephant, on taking off
his trappings, discovered a long ulcerated wound on the back,
from the shoulder to the tail. The whole was emblematical of the
fallen state of the unfortunate monarch, or rather the shadow of a
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prince, bj; whom they were presented. But for the honour of the
imperial dignity it should bc added, that Mhadajee Sindia, who
had recently assumod the high office of Vackeel ul Mulluck, or
absolute minister, supplied every thing on this occasion, even to
the minutest article.

This unfortunate representative of the Timurean race, was
about sixty years of age, of the common stature, and of a counte-
nance hespeaking a placid and benignant mind ; with an air and
deportment of habitual dignity tempered by much affability.
Three years after this interview he fell into the hands of Gulam
Kaudir Khén, a rebellious chicftain, who caused the aged monarch
to be blinded in a most barbarous manner. As the particulars of
this cruel transaction are net inserted in Mr. Cruso’s journal, nor
transmitted me by Sir Charles Malet, it may be satisfactory, and
will render the narrative more complete, to relate them briefly
from an authentic account printed at Bengal soon after the perpe-
tration of this horrid crime.

Gulam Kaudir Khén was the son of Zabda Khéan: his father
disinherited him and drove him from his presence on account of
his vices and crimes. Shah Aalum, the emperor of Delhi, took him
under his protection, treated him as bis own son, and conferred on
him the first title in the kingdom, Omeel ul Omraow ; he lived
with the emperor, and raised a bhody of about eight thousand
troops of his own countrymen, the Moguls, which he commanded.
Gulam Kaudir was of a passionate temper, haughty, crucl, un-
grateful, and debauched.

In the latter end of the year 1788, the emperor had formed
suspicions that somc of -the neighbouring rajahs would make an
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atlempt to plunder and destroy his territorics: these §uspicions
were verified by the approach of a considerable army towards his
capital, commanded by Ismael Beg Khan, and assisted by Dowlut
Row Sindia. Gulam Kaudir told the emperor'on this, that he
had nothing to fear, he having an army sufficiently strong to op-
pose the enemy; and that all the emperor had to do, was to march
out with his troops, give them a supply of cash, and he would
stake his head on the cnemy’s being overcome. 'L'o this the empes
ror replied, that he had no money to carry on the contest. Gulam
Kaudir said this should be no objection, as he would advance
the necessary supply of cash, and that all his majesty had to do
was 10 head the army. ¢ This,” said he, *“ will animate and give
them courage, as the presence of a monarch is above half the
battle.” The emperor agreed in appearance, and requested Gulam
Kaudir to asscmble the army, pay theirarrcars, and inform them of
his intentions.  Gulam Kaudir retired contented, but great was his
astonishment when he intercepted, the next day, a letter from the
emperor to Sindia, desiring him to make all possible haste and
destroy Gulam Kaudir; ¢ for,” as the letter expresses it, * Gulam
Kaudir desires me to act contrary to my wishes, and opposc you,”

On this discovery Gulam Kaudir marched out with his Mo-
quls, crossed the Jumna, and encamped on the other side, oppo-
site to the fort of Delhi. He then sent the emperor the intercepted
letter, and asked him if his conduct did not deserve to be
punished by the Joss of his throne? He began to besiege the fort,
and carried it in a few days; he entered the palace in arms, flew
to his majesty’s chamber, treated the aged monarch in the most

barbarous manner, knocked him down, and kneeling on his breast,
VOL. IV, I
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took out one of his eyes, and ordered a servant of the emperor Lo
take out the other.

After this he gave the place up to pillage, and went to the
royal zenana, where he insulted the ladies, tore the jewels from
their noses and ears, and cut off their arms and legs. As he had
lived with the emperor, he was well acquainted with the places
where the royal treasures were concealed ; he dug up the stone of
the emperor’s own bed-chamber, and found there two chests, con-
taining in specic an hundred and twenty thousand gold mohurs,
about two hundred thousand pounds sterling ; this he carried off,
with other considerable sums. To get at the hidden jewels of the
women, he practised onc of the most villainous schemes ever
thought of ; the third day after these horrid cruelties, he ordered
that all the emperor’s ladies and daughters should come and pay
their respects to him, and promised to sct free those who should
please him by their appearance and dress. The innocent unthink-
ing women brought out their jewels, and adorned themselves in
their richest attire to please this savage. Gulam Kaudir com-
manded them to be conveyed to a hall, where he had prepared
common dresses for them. 'l'hese dresses he made them put on
by the assistance of eunuchs; and taking possession of their rich
dresses and jewels, he sent the women home to the palace to
lament their loss and curse his treachery. Gulam Kaudir did not
stop cven here, but insulted the princesses by making them dance
and sing. 'The most beautiful of the emperor’s daughters, Moba-
rouk ul Moulk, was brought to the tyrant to gratify his lust; but
she resisted, and is said to have stabbed herself to avoid force.

Sindia soon after this came to the assistance of the emperor,
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or rather to make him his prey. Gulam Kaudir fled, and took
refuge in the fort of Agra. Sindia’s troops besicged him there.
Perceiving at last that he must be taken if he remained in the fort,
he took advantage of a dark night, stuffed his saddlc with a large
uantity of precious stones, took a few followers, and fled from the
fort towards Persia. Unluckily for him, he fell off his horse the
second night after his flight, and by this means a party of horse,
which had been sent in pursuit of him, came up and took him
prisoner. He was brought to Sindia; who after exposing him for
some time in irons, and some time in a cage, ordered his ears, nose,
hands and fect to be cut off, and his eyes taken out, in which state
he was allowed to expire.

No immediate object presenting to occupy the attention of Sir
Charles Malet after his conferences with Mhadajee Sindia and
Shah Aalum, he adopted the plan of visiting Delhi, the ancient
and far-famed capital of Hindostan; and having obtained the
empcror’s permission, and a party of horse from Mhadajee Sindia,
the cmbassy proceeded thither on the 7th of Junc 1785, and
reached it on the 10th,

The journey from Muttra to Delhi was not very interesting;
the country entirely flat, with the Mewat hills in the distance, was
no doubt fertile and pleasant in the flourishing statc of the capital,
but now, almost depopulated by famine, and the oppressions of
the late changeable and rapacious occupants, it presentcd a melan-
choly aspect. In consequence of its uncultivated state, rats had
multiplied in the fields in a most extraordinary manner, and wolves
had become formidably numerous,

At the different stages on this road there are in gencral good
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serais, and lérgd towns and 'villages, mdstly on eminences, 'which, ’
as the country is enlirely a plain, were most probably formed by
the succession of buildings and ruins for ages past, on the same
spot. The road is infested by tribes of banditti called googurs
and mewalties; but a light escort of fifty cavalry was a sufficient
protection from insult. The infantry and heavy baggage were left
at the encampment near Muttra. 'The soil between Agra and
Delhi is. uniformly sandy, entirely covered with a wild shrub
called conkra, bearing a flower resembling the ranunculus, suc-
ceeded by a pod, which opening when ripe, scatters abroad a kind
of silky cotton, containing the seed, which overruns the country.
The lactaccous juice of the whole plant is used externally by the
nalives, as a remedy against bruises and sprains.’” What is thought
remarkablc in this part of Hindostan, and would hardly be cre-
dited by an inhabitant of Guzerat, is, that the whole of this sandy
plain, when in a'state of culture, produced abundant crops of
excellent wheat.

Handsome brick minarcts of a considerable height, instead of
stones, as in Europe, mark the distance from Agra tc; Delhi, many
of them in very good repair; but the road having in course of
time, and by the prostration of property, been much altered, they
are in many places a great way from the present road. They
seem to be regulated by the jerceby measurement, of twenty-five
guz 1o one jercch, and two hundred jereebs to one coss. The
rismi coss, which is the general rule of computing distance, falls
considerably short of this measure. The distance from Sindia’s
encampment to Delhi is fifty-eight rismi cass; about eighty-seven

English milcs. /
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. The ruins of serais, mosqucs, mausoleums, and other magni-
ficent structurcs, commenced about threc or four miles before
the entrance of the present city. Amidst the melancholy heaps,
the tomb of the emperor Humaioon, still in perfect preser-,
vation, stands conspicuous; the obelisk of Cutbal Decn is
equally so, at a distance on the left. About a mile and a half
from the gate of the new city of Shah Jchanabad is the old fort,
standing in the midst of the ruins of the old city of Delhi; itisa
most pondcrous structure, and .of great antiquity; but the cxcel-
lence of its masonry, notwithstanding its being totally neglected,
has in general withstood the ravages of time. 1'rom sonmie circum-
stances, particularly the appearance of the only gate toward the
river Jumna, it seems to have been originally visited by its stream,
though the channel is now at least half a mile from it. The-new
city called Shah Jehan-abad, from its founder Shah Jchan, is
about sixteen miles in circuit, and now occupics the space be-
tween the old city and the river, on whose bank it stands. Its
citadel is the imperial palace; the streets are broad and level,
mostly paved with brick, but the houses are low and mean.  An
aqueduct occupies the centre of the principal streets, built by
the Amcer Ally Murdacn Khan, by which he brought water from
Kurnal to Delhi, a distance of scventy miles; the greater part is
now in ruins. )

The ameers’ palaces, though extremely spacious and elegantly
disposed within, make no figure from without, being all excluded
from observation by wals, and a dewry, or gateway, in which
there is room for an ample guard; and over it for the nobut-konna,

or band of music, which is one of the appendages of certain ranks
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of nobility, It was usual for all the Mogul ameers to have man-
sions in the capital. Their magnitude in general, on account of
their immense establishments, exceeded any of the palaces be-
.longing to the nobility in Europe. Not only the palaces above
mentioned, but in fact every habitable house is in Shah Jehan-abad.
The old city of Delhi is an entire scene of desolation ; not a human
being to be seen in the ancient metropolis of this vast empire.

From Mr. Cruso’s Journal.

I was driven for shelter from a shower into the old fort, which
is still thinly peopled by herdsmen, gardeners, and labourers. On
approaching the new city we passed several extensive gardens;
but the owners not being able to afford gardeners, have built up
the gatc-ways, to prevent the entrance of cattle and destruction
of the pleasure-houses; the walls being very high, we could not
see the interior. At length we reached a garden belonging to an
omrah still in power; this being open and well taken care of, I
had the curiosity to alight, and was highly gratified with the view
of a large square, laid out with some degree of taste in beds of
flowers, surrounded by a number of dwarf pomegranate trees,
bending under a weight of fruit of the largest size and richest
colour. From thence we descended by many steps into another
garden of similar dimensions, with an arched walk on one side
shaded by grape-vines, entirely covered with large bunches of fruit
in the most tempting profusion; but although now near the middle
of June, they were still unripe; whereas when we left Surat two
months before the grape season was over, 'This second square is
thickly planted with fruit trees in great varicty; among them a
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number of peaches, the first I have seen in India, not yet ripe;
neither were the pempelnoos, or shadocks, which were equally
abundant. Figs, which were nearly over at Surat, were still un-
ripe at Delhi, so were the small oranges, (called at Bombay the
Aurungabad oranges) which we have purchased at most of the
principal towns since leaving Oojen. We have in this latitude
one great advantage over the southern provinces of Hindestan, in
a journcy at this season, when the day breaks at four in the
morning, and it is not dark until eight in the evening.

We entered the new city at the Delhi gate, leading to a long
street of a miserable appearance, containing one very handsome
musjid, with gilded domes; from thence we were conducted along
one face of the fort, to the house, or rather palace allotted for our
accommodation. It was a spacious edifice, or rather a multiplica-
tion of courts and edifices, built by Sufder Jung; still belonging
to his descendant Asuph ul Dowlah, and lately occupied by his
vackeel, the eunuch Lutafut, a man of great consequence at this
period. Here we found convenient quarters for all our party,
totally distinct from cach other; also for our catile and at-
tendants.

In the evening, on taking a more complete view of this Mogul
mansion, we were surpriscd to find the apartments just mentioned
formed only a very small part of this immense pile, which occu-
pics six squares, corresponding with that in which we immediately
reside. Each of them comprising an elegant mansion, capable
of accommodaling, in a magnificent style, half a dozen numerons
families, while the various ranges of inferior rooms, lodges, and
out-offices of every description, were amply sufficicnt to cover, at
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the least, five thousand troops; there were also stables for five
hundred horses. :

'The hall, which we converted into a dining room, was a square
of sixty-threc feet, opening in front to a pretty garden, and back-
wards to a large tank, paved with marble, for cold bathing.
Two rows of handsome pillars in front gave it an elegant appear-
ance ; the roof of carved wood was beautifully painted. On each
side of the hall was a central large room, and two smaller, the
former with a cove roof| the latter under a dome. The pannels,
walls, and ceilings of these rooms were all carved and painted
with taste, the concave roofs ornamented with borders and com-
partments of chain-work, painted white, and the interstices filled
with looking-glass. The windows were of a composition like
isinglass, which only the nicest examination, or the touch could
distinguish from glass. They had a peculiar light and airy appear-
ance, disposed in a pretty tracery. 'T'he small recesses, which in
most Indian buildings arc formed in the walls, and generally pro-
duce a disagreeable effect, are in these rooms rendered ornamen-
tal by the well-adapted expedient of introducing fruit and flowers,
painted in a brilliant style.

Some smaller apartments in a different quarter, which formed
part of the haram, were enlirely lined with looking-glass, and the
octagonal columns around them covered with the same material.
'This range, when illuminated in.the former profuse fashion of the
Moguls, must have made a brilliant appearance. Belonging to
this part of the zcnana, I had, for the first time, an opportunity
of secing another species of eastern luxury, in the apartment
called surd conna, or teh konna, which signifies in Persian, cool
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place, or below-ground place. To this we descended by a long
flight of steps, and found it consisted of a subterrancous gallery,
divided into three distinct rooms; the whole occupied a space
scventy-eight feet long, by twenty-seven broad. 'The side divisions
were raised two steps abovc the centre, which was entered through
two arches, formed by marble pillars, exquisitely wrought; in front
was a low elegant railing; and between the side rooms, within
these marble arches, were threc fountains, to coo| the atmosphere,
when the ladies were there assembled, such places being generally
appropriated to the pleasures of the voluptuous Mogul, and his
favourites in the haram. The whole of this si))gular apartment,
the walls, pavement, and pillars are of delicate/ whitc marble; the
concave domes which form the roof are richly painted, in such a
manner as to produce the effect of blue and silver. The light is
admitted by three lattices, so constructed as to prevent the rays of
the sun.

The morning after our arrival we visited the jumma musjid,
a noble building which does honour to the magnificent taste of its
founder, the emperor Shah Jehan, who erected this superb edifice
five ycars afler the completion of the Taje Mahal at Agra. 'The
entrances are all cxtremely grand, the lofty minars elegantly
fluted, and the whole in good preservation, Besides the jumma
musjid, are many smaller mosques; some with gilded domes make
a dazzling appearance, the majority are of plainer malterials, and
many falling to decay.

Our limited stay at Delhi prevented us from seeing more of
the city than came within the compass of this morning’s ride. On
leaving the jumma musjid, we proceeded through several streets,
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despicably poor, and thix.zly inbabited. - Twauor three of a- larg?r
size seemed more populous, were of considerable breadth, and
occupied by the aqueduct already mentioned in the eentre, now in
a state of dilapidation. C

The fort of Delhi has more the appearance of an omamented
wall, constructed round a royal residence, than a fortification
againsi an encmy. To such an extreme has this expensive taste
been carried, that all the towers, e_n;cted at stated distances along
the walls of the fortress, are covered with domes of white marble,
richly ornamented with gold.

The following morning we rode through the suburbs, to view
the celebraled mausoleums. That of Humaioon is truly magni-
ficent, and occupies a large space; the centre dome is yncom-
monly bold, and admirably formed, the lower part divided into
numerous sepulchral chambers, each containing the tomb of some
relation of the royal line, whose body is deposited beneath the
platform. These chambers, connected with each ether, penetrate
the whole extent, and were individually appropriated to a de-
scendant of the house of Timur. These are too numerous to
particularise; but among them is the chamber of Allum Geer Sau- -
nee, father of Shah Aalum the present emperor; another contain-
ing the remains of his-eldest son; a third of his sister. The
tombs placed over the bodies are all of plain white marble chu-
nam, the exterior sepulchres of white marble.

The mausoleam of Khan Khannah, or Lord of Lords, the
vizier of Humaioon, stands near the sepulchre of his royal master.
This edifice is said to be characteristic of its founder, constructed
at a great expense without taste or elegance, and such was the
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extraotdinary dissipation and extravagance of Khan Khannah
as to have become proverbial. He was originally a slave named
Phaheem, Khan Khannah being his honorary title, which gave
occasion to this proverb, peculiarly expressive in thé Persian
language; “ what Khan Khannah amasses, Phaheéem squanders.” ’
'Phe stories related of his boundless profusion are not less nume-
rous than wonderful.

Within the compass of half a mile are several other large
structures, sacted to the memory of Mogul ameers or nobles,
and peers, or holy men, some of elegant proportion. 'That which
most attracted our attention was a mausoleum, beautiful in ap-
pearance, and delightful in situation, at three miles distance, con-
taining the remains of Munsure Ally Khan, grandfather of Asuph
ul Dowlah ; this is executed with great taste. On my return I
missed the Delhi-gate, and wandered among the ruins, until I
amived at a portal into the city, on that side which is washed by
the Jumna, which gave me an opportunity of secing much the
prettiest part of this ancient capital. On this face are a number
of beauiful palaces and pavilions, situated in the midst of verdant
groves; their gilded domes, and varied style of architecture, re-
flected in the clear strcam gliding gently below the walls, fully
compensated for my lengthened journey. The Jumna at Dclhi
is so extremely narrow, and the stream of so little depth, that [
saw the washermen cross it in many places not higher than their
middle. The opposite country is so extremely low, that in the
rainy season it must be entirely under watcr.

The next evening (13th of June) we set off on our rcturn to
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Sindia’s camp, and instead of a magnificent palace, passed the
night in a miserable roofless hut. The next evening brought us
to our former pleasant quarters at Ooral, and on the third day we
arrived &t Sindia’s camp. Sir Charles having finished his public
" business with Mhadajee Sindia, through Mr. James Anderson,
so far as related to personal communication, we remained there
only two days, and then returned to our royal apartments at the
Taje Mahal at Agra, where we arrived on the 18th.

The object of Sir Charles Malet’s mission to Mhadajee Sindia
having been accomplished by the conciliation of that chieftain
to the establishment of his embassy at the court of Poonah,
Sir Charles received orders early in July to proceed to Calcutta,
there to receive the requisite powers and instructions from the
Governor-General, Sir John Macpherson, who had succeeded Mr.
Ilastings since the commencement of the embassy, for carrying
the negociations into effect. In consequence of these orders the
escort of regular sepoys and native cavalry, also the elephants,
horscs, camels, and attendants which had hitherto been necessary,
but would now become an encumbrance, were put under the care of
Mirza Syed Mahomed, with orders to proceed to Gwalier, there to
await the junction of such other camels and followers, as it might
be necessary and practicable to return from Caunpore, from
whence Sir Charles Malet and suitc intended to embark on the
Ganges, and proceed by water to Calcutta. On the arrival of
the party from Caunpore, Mirza Syed was to conduct the whole
from Gwalier to Surat.

Having thus completed every requisite previous arrangement,
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the embassy, with its reduced equipment, left Agra on the 21st
of July, to cross the Doaub, the Mesopotamia of India, for
Caunpore, the nearest military station belonging to the East
India Company under the Bengal government. Frop Surat to
Agra, Sir Charles and his party had travelled entirely on horse-
back; from hence to Caunpore they intended procecding in

palanquins.






“CHAPTER XXXIX.

CONCLUSION OF THE JOURNLEY IFROM SURAT TO CALCUTTA,
CONTAINING AN ACCOUNT OF THFE COUNTRY CALLED
THE DOUAB, FROM AGRA TO CAWNPORE:

WITH A DESCRIPTION OF ALLAHABAD, BENARFES, AND TUFE
PRINCIPAL PLACES ON THE BANKS OF THLE GANGUS
FROM CAWNPORE TO CALCUTTA.

1785.
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*¢ Thrice happy, blest Britannia's bounded kings!
“ To clothe the naked, feed the hungry, wipe
* The guiltless tear from lone Affliction's eye;;
*“ To raise hid Merit, sct the alluring light
< Of Virtue high to view ; to nourish Arts,
¢« Direct the thunder of an injur'd state,
‘¢ Make a whole glorious people sing for joy,
‘ Bless human kind, and through the downward depth
« Of future times to spread that better sun
“ Which lights up Biitish soul: for deeds like these,
** The dazzling fair carcer unbounded lies ;
¢ While (still superior bliss) the dark abrupt
 Is kindly barr'd, the precipice of ill,
« O luxury divine! O poor to this
“ Ye giddy glories of despotic thrones !
‘¢ By this. by this indeed, is imag'd Heaven,
““ The boundless Goud, without the pow's of 111" Tromson,
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CHAPTER XXXIX.

Sir Charles Malet, as alrcady mentioned, having made cvery
arrangement nccessary for our journey to Caunpore, we left Agra
in the afternoon of the 21st of July, and made our first stage to
Hemetpore, six coss distant. 'T'he country was neither intéresting
nor well cultivated ; about half-way we crossed a deep narrow
river, provided with a ferry-boat at the pass, and on arriving at
Hemetpore, put up for the night under a large dome in the centre
of a tank, and found it a comfortable accommodation.

'The rainy season in this part of Hindostan commenced the
beginning of June. So inuch had fallen when we left Delhi as to
render our journey from theace to Agra exiremely delightful, and
clothe the country with fresh verduro.  ITaving made arrangements
to travel chicfly in palanquins, and procecd a morning and even-
ing stage each day during the remaindes of the journey, we sct offat
four the next morning for Ferozabad, where we arrived at nine, and
halted until evening in a small mosquc, about five hundred yards
from the town, near a large pleasant garden. Ferozabad, seven
coss from Hemetpore, is a large populous town, belonging to He.
met Bahauder, miserably infested by rcligious beggars.

When the sun declined we commenced our second stage of five
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coss to Shakuabad ; something more than half way we came lo
Muckenpore, the commencement of the territory belonging to
Asuph-ul-Dowlah, nabob of Oude. The road was generally
through a flat marshy country, abounding with water-fowl, except
near the entrance of Shakuabad, where a gentle rise of hills diver-
sificd the prospect. We passed the night within the scrai, and
found the town noisy, populous, and full of prostitutcs.

The next morning at day-break we left our disagrecable lodg-
ing, and travelling through a marshy country, and heavy rain,.
stopped a short time at a village to rest the bearers ; but finding
only wretched accommodation we were under the necessity of pro-
ceeding to Jesswant-Nugghur, fourtecn coss from Shakuabad. It
is a spacious town, well inhabited, but overrun with Fakeers and
other mendicants, who might be usefully employed in cleaning the
streets, which are filthy to the last degree. The general aspect of
the district this day, though flat, was beaulifully wooded, and
abounded with antelopcs. )

On the 24th we left Jesswant-Nugghur before sun-rise, and
travelling six coss through a beautiful country, and a good road,
we reached Attowe, or Ettaya, at eight o’clock. Here we were
accommodated with a large house in the imidst of a garden, pro-
fusely stocked with roses, jasmin, tuberoscs, and other flowers,
varied by fnit-trecs. ‘The rain continuing very heavy, we passed
the remainder of the day in this delightful situation, and at three
the next morning procecded to Buckeur, a small’ village at seven
coss distance, 'Thc road was good, and the country beautiful ; we
stopped there eight hours, and then went on another stage of five
coss to Adjut-Mhel, a large populous town, remérkably neat and
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clean, with a good serai, and a pretty mosque in its centre. Here
we passed the night, and early on the following morning continued
our journey through a country richly adorned with groves of man-
gos and tamarinds. Afler travelling seven coss we reached
Auriab, a neat and populous town, with a comfortable serai; but
preferring a mango tope without the town, we unfortunately at-
tracted the attention of two sets of dancing-girls, who annoyed
us a long time; the more so, as they possessed neither beauty,
grace, nor harmony. We left the grove and its sirens soon after
three o’clock, and before sun-set arrived at Secundra, five rosg
from- Auriah. The road was excellent and the country uncom-
monly beautiful, especially betwcen Cojepore and Secundra; the
former is remarkable for the ruins of a grand scrai, and a noble
tank, in a sad state of dilapidation. Secundra is surrounded by
beautiful groves. We passed the night among some majestic ruins,
on the margin of a large tank without the town, which contains
nothing remarkable.

Soon after three o'clock on the next morning, we procceded
through a wild country to Tunwapore, a wretched village, almost
depopulated, and affording no convenience for a traveller, cxcept
a shady clump of trees, where we halted six or seven hours, and
then renewed our journey to Akberpore, which we reached at sun-
sct. The greater part of the road was through a country inter-
sccted by deep gullies, particularly near the river Singore, where
we found a ferry-boat at the pass.  After crossing it, we re-cntered
the ravines and gullies, at this season covercd with jungle, or un-
derwood, in full verdure. This irregular scenery differs widely
from the rest of the country called the Dooab. Emerging from
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these gullies about two miles from Akberpore, we entered a lovely
plain, and reached the town by an excellent road. It is not easy
to fancy a more delightful spotfor the accommodation of an ori-
ental traveller. The buildings are spacious, the groves shady and
varied, and the prospects no less singular than magnificent. In
our front was an ancient edifice, on the margin of an cxtensive
lake, with a picturesque island in the centre; a building of mo-
dern architecture, never finished, adorned the brow of a hill half a
mile further, near a large tank, environed by pagodas, mosques,
Tinars, .and othcr decorations, cach deserving a particular de-
scription. .

We left this delightful situation before three o’clock the follow-
'ing morning, and at scven reached Chechindee, scven coss from
Akberpore : it is a large lown, situated in a pleasant country, in a
much better statc of cultivation than any we have been lately
accustomed to. The next stage brought us to Caunpore, a large
cantonment belonging to the East India Company, on the west
bank of the Ganges, situated in the Douab, literally two-waters,
being that tract of country lying between the Jumna and the
Ganges, over which we had now travelled from Agra to Caunpore,
a distance of one hundred and seventy miles.

The whole road from Agra, on the banks of the Jumna, to
" Caunpore on the Ganges, being across the Douab, is through a flat
country and a light soil, apparently fertile, and richly wooded,
with beautiful mango groves, and other umbrageous trees. The
inhabitants in general, both Hindoo and Mahomedan, are tall and
handsome, with a peculiar neatness, I could almost say elegance,
of form and feature. They arc also reckoned remarkably brave
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and high-spirited. The villages have commonly little mud forts
attached to them, which on the late reduction of the country by
the vizier, frequently made a gallant defence, even against our re-
gular troops acting with him: those forts are now mostly dis-
mantled. As we left the Jumna and approached the Ganges, we
found. the country more populous, better cultivated, and abundant
in cattle, the late famine having raged with much less violence in
this part of the Douab. I wish also to impute it in some measure
to the betler government of our ally the vizier, under British ine -
fluence.

Caunporc is the Company’s most remole northerly military
station, except Futty-Ghur. Tt does not scem to be judiciously
chosen; for, if with a view to protect the Douab, Einya appears
o be preferable: if to support the vizier's government in Luck-
now, the opposite side of the river seems to claim the preference.
The brigade stationed at Caunpore, consists of about ten thousand
men, including infantry, cavalry, and artillery; from which I un-
derstand the force at Futty-Ghur is a detachment.

"Thus, from Mr. Cruso’s journal, contained in about five hun-
dred folio manuscript pages, and the valuable - communications
from Sir Charles Malet, I have conducted the embassy fiom the
Taptce to the Ganges; a journey exceeding eight hundred miles,
chiefly through a country hitherto but little known. It is not my
intention to cnter into military details at the different cantonments
in the Bengal provinces, ner to particularize the manners, customs,
amusemcnts, and local habits in the British character, which are
fully discussed throughout the remainder of the journal. The
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journey from Surat to Caunpore had been entirely amiong the na-
tives, and I selected only what I thought would furnish noéelty,
interest, and entertainment. The narrative, exclusive of more
valuahle information, has given life and spirit to a set of uncon-
nected memoranda, collected from the information of Gosaings,
Vanjarras, and other travellers at Dhuboy, which were reserved for
a separate chapter, as not being defived from my own knowledge.
In the sequel I shall sedulously confine myself to the general as-
pect of the provinces, the remains of the once-splendid cities, and
the native inhabitants of a country, which, like Guzerat, was
formerly dignified with that cxpre‘ssive title, the Parapise of
Narions,

« 8cencs, where the gorgeous East with richest hand
Shower'd on her kings barbaric pearl and gold :
‘Where goodliest trees, laden with fairest fruit,
Blossoms and fruits at once of golden hue
Appear'd, with gay enamell'd colours mix'd :

On which the sun mor;a glad impress’d his beams,
Thanin fair evening cloud, or humid bow,

When God hath shower'd the earth: so lovely seem'd
That landscape—a land where gentle gales,

Fanning their odoriferous wings, dispense

Native perfumes, and whisper whence they stole
Those balmy spoils.” MirToN.

The journal dwells with graieful delight on the warm receptioh
of Sir Charles Malet and his party at Caunpore, particularly un-
der the hospitable roof of their friendly host Mr. Munro; and the
successive entertainments provided for them by the commandant
Colonel Ironside, and the officers on that station, amounting to
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about three hundred. Friendship and hospitality so universally
mark the British character in India that I shall suppose it always
understood.

Among the various amusements at Caunpore were abundance
of Nautches, or. exhibitions by the dancing-girls of the country,
which, however pleasing, were far excceded by a set of young girls
lately arrived from Cachemire, of such surpassing beuuty, grace,
and elegant accomplishments, that, not venturing on the detail, I
shall proceed to the distressing circumstances attendant on the
nightly visits of the numerous wolves by which the cantonment
and its vicinity had been for some time infested. These savage
animals were it seems first attracted thither in such numbers, dur-
ing the late dreadful famine, by the dead bodics of the poor
wretches, who, crawling for relicf, perished through weakness be-
fore they could obtain it; and filled up every avenue to the cay.
tonment with their sad remains. Long accustomed to human
food, they would not leave their haunts, and were now grown so
fierce, that they not only frequently carried off children, but ac-
tually attacked the sentrics on their posts, wlio had in consequence
been doubled. The first night the embassy arrived at Caunpore,
Sir Charles Malct ordered his cot, or bed, to be placed in the gar-
den, and was surprised in the morning to hear that a goat had
been carried off from very near the place where he slept.

Three of these monsters, as Mr. Cruso was credibly assured,
had attacked a sentinel, who after shooting one, and dispatching
another with his bayonet, was overpowered by the third, and killed
at his post. While the embassy was there, a man, his wiYe, and

child, sleeping in their hut, the former at a little distance, the mo-
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ther was awakened by the struggles and shrieks of the child locked
in her arms, which a prowling wolf had seized by the leg, and was
dragging from her bosom. She grasped the infant, and exerted all
her strength to preserve it from the foe, but in vain; the raven-
ous animal tore it from her maternal embrace, and instantly de-
voured it. ‘ -

After a few delightful days at Caunpore, on the-10th of
August we reluctantly entered the budgerows, or boats, provided
for our voyage to Calcutta, consisting of one for each gentleman,
a kitchen-boat, and others for the clerks and servants of the em-
bassy. We dropped down with the stream to Nudjuf Ghur, at
eighteen miles distance, where we were hospitably entertained for
some days by Colonel Ironside, commandant of the station.

On the 15th we reimbarked, and keeping close along the banks
of the Ganges, covered at this season by the most luxuriant vege-"
talion, we had a distinct view of a varied scencry, consisting of
pagodas, fortresses, and villages, in various stages of prosperity and
decay ; with dark groves and rich pastures, abounding with flocks
and herds; which, uniting with the irregularity of the shore, af-
forded a constant succession of delightful objects.

We arrived on the 18th at Allahabad, an imperial fortress built
by Akber, Jehanghire, and Shah Jehan, (three succeeding princes
on the throne of Delhi) on the site of the ancient and holy Hindoo
city Praag, proudly situated at the confluence of the Ganges and
Jumna: one face of the fortifications extends along the banks of
each of these celebrated rivers. The outward appearance of the
walls resembles that of Agra and Delhi, though less magnificent.
The expensive gates and other costly workmanship, rather indi-
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cate the elegant enclosure of a palace than a strong and judicious
fortification. In the first is a pillar inscribed in Persian characters
with the names of the imperial descendants of Timur; the expenses
of the building are engraved in the Hindoo language. The second
court forms an oblong square, surrounded by a range of handsome
apartments, covered with domcs, formerly occupied by the royal
household. The third square contains the famous subterranean
Hindoo temple, erected over the pepel tree, from whence the city
takes its name. This celebrated tree is said to have resisted every
attempt made by the Mahomcedan invaders to destroy it, and
many are the stories told to that purpose. In conscquence of these
vain efforts, the Mahomedans themselves are said to have called
the spot Allahabad, or the Asopx or Gobp.

The temple being perfectly dark, we descended by torch-light
to a square supported by numerous pillars, extremely damp, and
pervious to the water from-the surface, which drops down in
many places, and makes the floor wet and dirty. The sides are
filled with niches, containing a variety of Hindoo deitics of a simi-
lar character, and much the same kind of sculpture, as many in
the excavations at the Elephanta.  On the side facing the sea is
the celebrated pepel tree, (ficus religiosa, Lin.) preserved by miracle,
and surrounded by a low circular wall, like most consecrated trees
of the Hindoos.

The inner square contains the palace; situated in the centre,
it overlooks twelve other squares, in which’ were the habitations of
the royal concubines, where the voluptuous monarch could reccive
the homage of the whole without moving from his-apartments,
The palace is heavy, incommodious, and ill executed. It forms a
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square, with a fountain and cascade on each front. The zenana
indicates nothing remarkable in its structure, but the side overlook-
ing the Jumna is very pleasant, above a large court, where the
emperor, seated in an upper pavilion, received the prostrations of
his subjects.

The grand mosque going fast to decay, is debased to a grain-

market. It has been extremely beautiful, and its situation at the
immediate confluence of the two rivers, is truly fine. The Hindoo

. bathing-place is at the bottom of the fort; a flight of indifferent
steps leads to the Ganges, where the brahmins make the sacred
marks on the face after performing their ablutions. There are
three remarkable trees opposite Poppamow, called by the natives
Valatiee-Emlee, or Europe tamarind, the Adansonia of Linneeus ;
the centre one measures thirty-two feet six inches round the trunk,
the trec on the left nearly an inch more, and the other not quite
thirty feet. They grow within fifly yards of the Ganges; and
about three hundred yards distance is another of still larger cir-
cumference. 'I'he branches of these celcbrated trees rise from the
trunks by a large base, disproportioned to their gencral bulk. The
first was extremely small when I saw it, and covered with a down
of light green like velvet ; it ripens in February, the fruit is then
the size of a cocoa-nut, containing a white pulp, abounding with
red seeds. The brahmins spoke highly of this fruit, thinking it
extremely delicious, and the-acid peculiarly grateful.

The mausoleum of Kusroe, the son of Jehanghire, and brother of
Shah Jehan, said to have been assassinalecd by his connivance,
stands at the extremity of Allahabad, without the walls, near the
tombs of his mother and sistcr. The tomb of Kusroe is of plain
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white marble ; the dome which covers it, and all the rest of the
whole structure is free-stone. The garden shews the remains of
walks, canals, and fountains; the buildings are appropriated to a
battalion of sepoys stationed here by the vizier. The town in ge-
neral is populous, the streets long and straggling, the houses mean,
and such of the women as fell under our notice, remarkably
plain. ‘

In respect to the junction of the Ganges and Jumna, the velo-
city with which the latter rushes into the former is worthy of re-
mark. It occasions a visible rise across the streamn, and turned
round the boat in which we attempted crossing, with an inconceiv-
able rapidity.

From Allahabad we went down the Ganges on the 21st to
Chunar, called by the natives Chundal-Ghur. 'This fort is strongly
situated on a hill, with a disadvantage of being commanded by one
still higher. The commandant’s house is a fine building, and the
staff officers have an exccllent suite of apartments. The mauso-
leums of Shah Cossim Soolimanee, and Shah Wassub, are singularly
beautiful ; and the stone railings which enclosc these shrines, are
curiously wrought in open mosaic patterns. The quarries at Chu-
nar furnish abundantly a light-coloured stone, rescmbling Portland
stone, which is casily worked, and well adapted for public buildings
of the natives, on which they lavish a varicty of ornamental scul p-
ture. The city of Calcutta is supplied with this useful article from
the quarries at Chunar, easily transported by water.

We next stopped a short time at Ramnaghur, where a heavy
pile of building forms a fortified palace on the brink of the river;
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behind it is the town of Ramnaghur, from whence a road is carried
for about a mile through fields of roses and mogrees, to the new:
pagoda, tank, and gardens, left unfinished by the famous ex-rajah’
Cheyte Sihng. The garden and tank are each two hundred yards
square. The pagoda is erected on an eminence about fifty yards
from the steps by which the Hindoos descend to the water at their
ablutions. This building is of that heavy style so common in the’
Hindoo temples ; but some sculpture from their mythology on the
exterior is better than usual; the attitudes easy and graceful,
especially the musicians, playing before the divinities, assembled
in groups. The interior sculpture, which I did not see, is
reckoned still more beautiful.

The following evening, 26th, we crossed over to Benares, which
is nearly opposite, and spent some days there and at Sercole, in a-
very pleasant society, during which we visited all the curiosities in
the celebrated city of Benares, which is extensive and populous,
but the streets narrow and dirty, the houses mean, and the women
neither so cleanly or delicate as the Hindoos in general. A great
nuisance here is the number of yogees, senassees, and nanghas, or
religious mendicants, who go about entirely naked; we occasion-
ally meet a few of these people at other places, but at Benares
they abound. The three most remarkable things here are the pa-
godas, the observatory, and the Jumma Musjid. 'The lofty minars
of the latter are conspicuous al a great distance; from the gallery
on one of them we had a complete view of the city, which, from the
parrow streets and crowded population, presents a scene of great
confusion. There are some large houses which appear to little
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advantage in their closesituation; those on the banks of the Ganges
have greatly the advantage, and seen from the river make a goad
appearance.

The three principal pagodas are sacred to Aundepora, Gunga,
and Vississore. These owe their cclebrity more to their reputed
sanctity, and the immense concourse of pilgrims from all parts of
Hindostan, than to any superiority in architecture or sculpture.
They arc small, heavy, and confusedly crowded with ornaments ill
exccuted, excepting the figure of Sureje, the Sun, scated on a car
drawn by a horse with seven heads, driven by a furious charioteer.
It is to be remarked, that most probably these arc allegorical re-
presentations of the days of the week; and Sir Charles Malet
thinks the months, hours, and other component parts of the desig-
nation or division of time are introduced into this picce of curious
sculpture. Near these temples I was disgusted with seeing fifty or
sixty of those naked mendicants, employed in rolling small balls of
sacred mud, on cach of which they stuck a single grain of rice,
and arranged them in great order along the front of the verandas,
for the Hindoo devotecs to offer as a sacrifice to the Ganges.

From thence we procceded to the observatory, so renowned
throughout India, and the subject of much discussion in Europe.

- We ascended by a flight of steps to an open terrace, where several
astronomical instruments, formed of stone, are in perfect preserva-
tion. The principal object is a large semicircle graduated, scem-
ingly intended for a dial.

I pass over Mr. Cruso’s further remarks on the observatory at
Benares, which so far from ascribing to remote antiquity, he did not
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consider to have been erected more than a century. The follow-
ing remark in the Edinburgh Review on Mr. Bentley’s treatise on
the Hindoo systems of astronomy should not be omitted. That
« the consideration of the facts ascertained therein, and of many
more which it would be easy to produce, ought to keep our curio-
sity alive to the remains of science in the east. Their extent and
accuracy are so considerable—their origin and genealogy so com-
pletely unknown—they are united with so much extravagance and
superstition, and so totally separated from any general stock of
knowledge, that we cannot but consider them as forming altoge-
ther the most enigmatical monument of antiquily that is to be
found on the face of the earth. A great degree of scepticism on this
subject ought most carefully to be preserved, until the industry and
learning of the Asiatic Society, to which we have alrcady so great
obligations, shall furnish us with a more complcte catalogue and
description of the remains of oriental science. We may then de-
cide, whether the cast has only borrowed from the west, or whether
it be true, as Lucian says, that it was in India that philosophy first
alighted on the earth.”

We left Benares and our hospitable friends there on the 1st of
September, and on the 3d arrjved at Buxar, a neat litlle fortress
erected on an eminence, commanding a great extent of flat coun-
try, adorned with rich groves and plantations. The lines are ex-
tensive, intended principally as shelter for the ryots in case of an at-
tack; the whole is uncommonly neat, and in excellent order. After
viewing the field of battle where General Munro gained the victory
over Serajah Dowlah, we dined with the commanding officer, and,
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resisting the most pressing solicitations for a longer stay, slept in
our budgerows. On the 4th we passed the long straggling towns
of Chuprah and Cherun, where pastures abounding with herds and
flocks, varied by rich groves, afforded a beautiful scene. [lere the
sight of a few palmyra trees, after a long absence from those ob-
jects, uncxpectedly rising above the mango topés and banian
trees, produced a delightful sensation; which, tracing to ils source,
proceeded from a recollection of the pleasant diversified island of
Bombay ; a little spot abundantly occupied by the cocea-nut and
palineto, and drawing a thousand associated ideas from the tablet
of memory sacred to friendship and affection, At Chuprah is a
factory of saltpetre and opium ; all the latter produced in Berah
is collected at this place. A variety of nullahs, or brooks, which
intersect the neighbouring plains, pour their streams into (he ‘
Ganges near Chuprah. Here also are a number of wide-spread-
ing banian uces, many of them walled round and consecrated ;
those overhanging the river with their drooping branches, dispose
the mind to solemn musing.

So great is the rise and overflow of the Ganges this season, that
the eye cannot discover the extent; and the villages are so entirely
surrounded that they appear to be floating. Indecd the lower part
of most of the houses are under water, and the inhabitants begake
themselves 1o stages crected for the purpose. From thence we
reached Dinapore on the 4th, and dined with some friends we had
formerly known with General Goddard’s detachment at Swrat, in
the elegant and extensive cantonments which arc said to have cost
the Company twenty-five lacks of rupees. They form a large and

small square, and each suite of apartments consists of a hull or
VOL. 1V, N
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sitting-room, and a bed-chamber on each side; the field-officers’
quarters are excellent; those belonging to the commanding officer
form an elegant and spacious building. The kitchens and offices
are at a proper distance. The area of the principal square is a
grass-plot, divided by gravel walks into four equal parts, regularly
planted with beautiful nym or lym-trees. During our stay we
took the advantage of two fair days to go to Monbheer, celebrated
for a mosque and tank of singular beauty ; in them we were disap-
pointed, but the neighbouring country afforded us excellent sport
in hunting the wild hog.

After a reluctant parting with our friendly hosts at Dinapore,
we proceeded, Sept. 21, to Banguepore, a few miles from Patna,
and the residence of the civil servants on that station. 'On landing,
wc met with the usual kind receplion; and among other things
_saw the gola,.a building intended for a public granary, or a depo-
sit of grain to be provided, as are similar ones at other stations,
against the future ravages of famine. Its external appearance is
that of an immense dome, covering one of rather smaller dimen-
sions, within which the grain is deposited.

The following morning we rode from Banquepore to Patna, to
view the monument erected in commemoration of the massacre in
the year 1763, ordered by Cossim Ally Khan, and executed by
Samnoo. By this inhuman mandate upwards of two hundred civi-
lians, military officers and soldiers, prisoners with Cossim Ally,
were deliberately murdered. The monument stands near the house
where the cruel deed was committed ; it is surrounded by an en-
closure which forms the English burying-ground. The column is
in a good style, but has neither an inscription, nor any device ex-
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planatory of the purpose for which it was erected. Patna is a large
populous trading city, and from the river makes a good appear-
ance. There we found a number of vessels employed in its com-
inerce, and the bazar well stocked with merchandize, particularly
abounding with coppersmiths, cooks, and confectioners. A large
space was allotted to the bird-sellers, who daily frequent it with a
variely of birds, from the voracious hawk to the innocent dove: the
most abundant were the languishing love-sick bulbuls ; for so these
nightingales are described in the zenanas, whither they and the
doves are generally destined.

The morning we left Patna the snowy mountains were distinctly
visible in the N, E. quarter. Our next landing was at Mongheer,
where we arrived on the 27th, but apprehensive of the usual hos-
pitable reception and friendly detention, we concealed our arrival,
and walked immediately to Seeta Coond, a celebrated hot-well at
some distance from the town. It is secured by masonry, and a cen-
tinel is placed over it to prevent nuisances. The water is extremely
hot, so that I could not hear my finger in it a single moment. It
smokes and bubbles violently, and is perfec.y clear and tasteless.
Near it is another well, called Ram Koond, where the water is only
tepid : thatin the Seeta Coond is of such purity, as not only to be
preferred to any other by the natives, bui is procured by those
who can afford it, on the voyage from India to Europe, as it never
putrefies, nor becomes in the least offensive. Ram and Seeta are
as eminent in the Hindoo mythology as Jupiter and Juno in the
Grecian, .

The fortifications of Mongheer appear extensive but ruinous,
The commanding officers’ quarters, situated on an eminence, com-
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mand a fine view over a pleasant diversified country ; many parts
of it are covered with a high grass, or reed, with bunches of seed-
vessels on the top, so white and singular in their growth as to give
the fields the appearance of feeding numerous flocks of sheep, for
which I at first took them. Intending to proceed on the 28th, we
were prevented by a furious tempest, and forced to take shelter
under the river bank, where we passed the night with great danger,
and the loss of two men drowned.

Violent gales and heavy rains delayed our reaching Bhaughul-
pore, on an interior branch of the great river, until the 1st of Oc-
tober. The English chief’s house is a large beautiful building on
the Italian-model, finely placed at the top of a lawn, sloping down
to the river, planted with flowcring shrubs, and near it is a paddock
with elks and some curious deer. Bhaugulpore, now a flourishing
place, is indebted for all its beauties and improvements to the late
chief, Mr. Cleveland, whose good name stands infinitely Beyond
any panegyric I can bestow, being established on the most perma-
nent basis, the universal praise of a grateful people, liberated from
perpetual invaders by his cxertions, and enjoying security and pro-
tection under his fostering care. . '

When Mr. Cleveland took charge of the chiefship of Bhaugul-
pore, the jurisdiction of which extends to the distance of a hundred
and twenty miles, the country was in inany places a perfect waste,
and cultivation in gencral relaxed and deficient, arising chiefly
from a scanty population, in consequencé of the insecurity of
property from the depredations of a savage race who inhabited
the neighbouring hills ; and not oﬁly robbed, burnt, and destroyed
the villages, but to devastation frequently added cruelty and mur-
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der. A military force became necessary to repel these invaders,
which was not effected without much bloodshed. On Mr. Cleve-
land’s appointment to this station, he projected a plan, which ad-
mirably included the protection of the inhabitants, the conciliation
of the robbers, the increase of population, and the encouragement
of agriculture. Such was the ability and perseverance with which
he furthered its exccultion, that in a few years the desert became a
scene of fertility, conducted by the very people who had formerly
struck the country with terror, and rendered it uninhabitable. The
ancient ryots of the plains, who had fled from the mountaineers as
their murderers, now mingled with them in friendship ; and, certain
parts of the land remaining yet untilled, were distributed to the
invalids of the Company’s native troops, who were invited by ad-
vantageous terms to spend the remainder of their lives in the vale
of peace, and the salutary employments of hushandry.

INSCRIPTION ON A MARBLE MONUMENT AT BHAUGULPORE,
L]
ERECTED BY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL AND COUNCIL OF

BENGAL, TO THE MEMORY OF AUGUSTUS CLEVELAND, ESQ.

To the memory of AvgusTus Creveranp, Esq.

Late collector of the districts of Bhaugulpore and Rajamahal ;
Who, without bloodshed, or the terror of authority,
Employing only the means of conciliation, confidence, and benevolence,
attempted and accomplished the entire subjugation
of the lawless and savage inhabitants of the Jungleterry of Rajamabhall,
who had long infested the neighbouring lands
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by their predatory incursions,
inspired them with a taste for the arts of civilized life ;
and attached them to the British Government,
by a conquest over their minds;

the most permanent, as the most rational dominion,

The Governor and Council of Bengal,
in honour of his character, and for an example to others,
have ordered this monument to be erccted,
He departed this life
on the 13th day of January, 1784, aged 29.

Having taken leave of our hospitable friends at Bhaugulpore
on the 8th, we proceeded down the river, and in the evening went
on shore at Colgong. On ascending a hill, where Mr, Cleveland
had erected a bungalo, we commanded an extensive view over a
country which had been lately overflowed ; much of it appears to
be a jungle, or forest land.  About fifty yards from the shore is a
most singular island, which appears to be composed of numberless
distinct rocks, intergrown with a varicty of trces; on the top is a
dirgah, or shrine, having a hermilage devoted to religious retire-
ment, at present inhabited by a celebrated derveish, or Mahome-
dan saint. ' _

On leaving Colgong we passed on the right a long succession
of hills: the land between them and the river seemed to have been
lately overflowed, and produced only the reed, so generally used
throughout this part of India for thatching the houses. We found
the main river (which we now re-entered) extremely wide, but af-
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fording nothing particularly interesting, until we approached a re-
markable point of land, called Peer Payntee, or Saints-town,
whercon was a Mahomedan dirgah, or musjid, in a good style of
architecture. 'We soon after saw a hill with a fort, and a few
houses called Taliaghurry, the residence of a rajah so entitled. We
next passed Sickligullee, and soon after saw a grand cascade called
Mootec-jernah, or the * Fall of Pearls.” 1n the afiernoon a very
bard gale impeded our progress for many hours. ‘The nexy day
we procceded by the branch of the river leading to Rajemahl, from
whence we viewed this celebrated place.  The Jumma-musjid is
of great antiquity, and superior architecture; it is now a noble
ruin, doubly picturesque by many large trees growing out of the
dilapidated walls, and curiously mingling with the massy frag-
ments. The lofty minars are still in good preservation. 'The steps
in each lead to the upper gallery, from whence you enter cight
rooms on cither side, covered with scparate domes, surrounding
the magnificent cupola in the centre. 'The seventeen domes forms
ing the rout are nearly perfect, and seen among the trees produce
a finc cffect.  In front is a spacious area, with .a tank, and the re-
mains of a fountain.

'The principal buildings at Rajemahl front the nullah; some
appear to have been extremely grand, but now displayed only an
cxtensive scene of ruins, which we left for Oudanullah, the scene
of a British victory over the troops of Cossim Ally Khan,  Ad-
vanciﬂg up the nullah, we viewed the bridge built.over it by that
nabob ; it consists of a single arch, the masonry ornamented with
small minars and domes. Two hundred yards in front of this nul-



96

lah are the lines of Cossim Ally, still in good order, with a deep

fosse twenty yards wide, extending from the Ganges across a
swamp to the opposite hills,

On the 11th of October, taking a final leave of the main stream
of the Ganges, we entered the Bhaughretty, or Cossimbazar branch.
The country on the right banks appcared higher than that we had
lately passed, and was consequently more dry and comfortable for
the inhabitants; yet much of this is low, and the waters had just
subsided. Peclicans, cranes, and a variety of aquatic fowl frequent
the nullahs, which also abound with fish. The next day we passed
Jungepore, famous for its silk manufactory. The housecs in this
town and all the ncighbouring villages have roofs which in shape
rcsemble a hog’s back. Much of the country, especially on the
right banks, was covered with woods and forests. In the afternoon
we arrived at Moorshedabad, the Mogul capital of the province of
Bengal ; where, having procured bearers, we set off in our palan-
ﬁuins to sce a celebrated piece of water, called Mootee-jil, or the
« Lake of Pearls.” 'T'aking- the figure of a horse-shoe, it nearly
insulates a considerable space of ground, formerly a beautiful gar-
den, adorning a large palace, now in ruins, and removing for the
purpose of building an elegant house for the English resident at
the durbar. The Jumma musjid and public buiidings at the ad-
joining city of Cossimbazar rcsemble those in other large orien-
tal cities. In the nabob’s stable was*a collection of curious
small horses, several not excceding three feet in height; and
one, a most extraordinary dwarf, under that size, had the head,
chest, and body of a full-grown horse. We also visited the
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Cheetah-connah, the place where the nabob's panthers and
other animals for hunting are kept. Here were some fine chee-
tahs, and a beautiful sya-goos, in much esteem for chasing the
antelope and other deer. One of the gardens contained a large
pellucid tank, stored with tame fish which were taught to repair
daily to the steps for food, and perform certain evolutions. We
regaled them with sweectmeats from the bazar, and were much
amused by their docility.

This being the desseral, a great Ilindoo festival, annually cele-
brated not only on shore but on the Ganges or Gunga, and all the
tributary streams, which more or less partake of its sanctity, we
resolved to delay our departure, and sce some part of the ceremo-
nies. At five P. M. the boats began to be in motion ; they are of
a singular construction, particularly thosc called Moor-Punkecs,
or peacock-boats, which are made as much as possible to resemble
the peacock; others arc decorated with the head and neck of a
horse, and different devices: one sort in particular, which proceeds
with the greatest velocity with oars, is extremely long and narrow,
and on that account called a snake. In the most commodious part
of these boats are laid carpets, cushions, and pillows, covered with
silk, satin, or keemceobs, fringed and embroidered with gold and
silver: cspecially those which contain the imdges and religious or-
naments; these are placed before the apartment just mentioned,
where the wealthy lindoos arc scated: while on a platform near
the deitics a man dances, sings, and beats time to the oars of the
rowers, ornamented with bells, A number of these boats, all in

. $wift motion, the company in their best atire, the images gaudily
VOL.IV. 0
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decked, and enwreathed with flowers, the songs and dances of the
choristers, uniting with the stroke of the oars and paddles, gave a
lively interest to the scene. Some of these boats are rowed by
forty paddles, each with its bells. The attitudes of the dancers
before the images were frequently not only indelicate but disgust-
ing. At night the illuminations commenced, but being only in the
usual style, we left the festive scene; and passing the factory at
Cossimbazar (which by the artificial lights appeared to be a very
extensive building) we proceeded to Burhanpore, and the next day
dined at the cantonments, which are more convenient, though less
elegant, than those already.described ; but so unusually high have
been the inundations of the present year, that the cantonments at
Burhanpore are entirely insulated, and the road to Cossimbazar
impracticable.

On the 16th we reached Plassey, which gives the title of Baron
to Lord Clive, in honour of the victory he obtained on the adjoin-
ing plains, over the troops of Serajah Dowlah in 1757.  We visited
that memorable spot, with the hunting-seat called Plassey-house,
and the immense tope, or mango grove, which will long identify
the place which gave such a happy turn to the English arms and
interest in India.

"The surrounding country abounds with beasts of prey, and
game of every description. A ‘gentleman lately engaged on a
shooting-party in the wilds of Plasscy, gave us an account of their
success in one month, from August the 15th to September the 14th,
in which space they killed one royal tiger, six wild buffaloes, one
hundred and eighty-six hog-deer, twenty-five wild hogs, eleven
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antelopes, threc foxes, thirty-five hares, one hundred and fifty
brace of partridges and floricans, with quails, ducks, snipes, and
smaller birds in abundance.

On the evening of the 17th we rcached the confluence of the
Bhaugretty and Jellinghy rivers ; the former bounding the island of
Cossimbazar on the west, the latter on the cast. The junction of
those streams forms the Hooghly river, which we now entered.
On taking leave of the Bhaugretty I must mention the moorda or
chuttries placed on different parts of the bank. ‘T'hese are small
chuprahs, or huts, in which a Hindoo when given over by his phy-
sicians, is deposited, and left alonc to expire and be carricd off by
the sacred flood. We fastened our boats opposite the town of
Nuddeah, where the songs and dances throughout the whole night,
for the festival of the desscrah, and some funeral dirges at the
Hindoo cremations on another part of the bank, engaged our at-
tention until day-break, when we dropped down to Culnah, a large
village; and soon after entered a nullah, which brought us to
Ballyghurra, where the waters having entirely subsided, we were
gratified with a view of ploughs, harrows, and the various imple-
ments of husbandry at work on the arable plains, now ready to
receive the sced.

During the last few days, sailing with a light wind has given
some respite Lo the labours of the dandies, or boutinen, who pass
their lives in great exertion on these rivers; in coming down the
Ganges they are obliged 1o row, and in going up against the
stream, are conslantly tracking with the rope.  As' few conditions
are without their relative comforts, so the dandics have theirs.

During the evening meal and nightly halt, the toil of the day is
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forgotten ; they generally contrive to bring their boats to some
convenient station, where numerous fires blaze on the banks, a
good supper is dressed, and mirth and festivity unite with the
adventures of the day, to beguile the time‘till their meal is
finished, and all lie down to repose. No fires are permitted in
the budjerows ; those who wish for hot meals have them dressed
in separate boats.

On quitting the nullah we re-entered the Hooghly river, and
at noon reached Sook Saughur, an elegant house of Furopean
architecture, highly finished, and the grounds disposed with great
taste. The next morning we had a fine view of the Dutch settle-
ment at Chinsura; and immediately after of the French esta-
blishment at Chandernagore: they both make a very respectable
appcarance from the river; especially the house belonging to
the French chief, at a litlle distance from the town. We next
passed the Danish settlement of Serampore, where the Danes
have long enjoyed themselves in undisturbed tranquillity, and a
flourishing commerce. Four large ships were at anchor before
the town, where the neatness of the houses and gardens, the good-
ness of the roads, and the stir of business, indicated peace and
comfort.

A short distance brought us within view of the forest of masts
before the magnificent buildings. at Calcutta, where we landed in
the evening of the 18th of October, after a voyage of much interest

and variety.

« No man,” saith Lipsius, in an epistle to Lanoius, * can be
such a stock, or a stone, whom that pleasant speculation of
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countries, cities, towns, rivers, will not affect.”—¢ Peregrination
charms our senses with such unspeakable and sweet variety,
that some. count him unhappy that never travelled, and pity
his case, that from his cradle to his old age beholds the same
still; still, still the same, the same.”—BurToN’s Anatomy of
Melancholy, in 1621,






CHAPTER XL.

VOYAGE FROM BOMBAY TO GOA, AND TELLICHERRY; IN-
CLUDING THE SIEGE OF ONORE, AND ENSUING
BLOCKADE, BY THE ARMY OF TIPPOO
SULTAUN. 1784.

** Quis fuit, horrendos primus qui protulit enses?
Quam ferus, et vere ferrens ille fuit!
Tunc caedes hominum generi, tunc preelia nata;
Tunc brevior dira mortis aperta via est,
At nihil ille miser meruit; nos ad mala nostra
Vertimus, in saevas quod dedit ille feras,
Divitis hoc vitium est auri : nec bella fuerunt,
Faginus adstabat dum scyphus ante dapes.
Non arces, non vallus erat; somnumque petebat
Securus saturas dux gregis inter oves. TisuL. Ev, 11.

““ Who was the first that forg'd the deadly blade *
Of rugged steel his savage soul was made;
By him, his bloudy flag Ambition wav'd,
And grisly Carnage through the battle rav'd.
Yet wherefore blame him?  We're ourselves to blame,
Arms first were forg'd to kill the savage game ;
Death-dealing battles were unknown of old,
Death-dealing battles took their rise from gold:
When beechen bowls on oaken tables stood,
When temperate acomns were our fathers' food,
The swain slept peaceful with his flocks around,
No trench was open'd, and no fortress frown'd.”
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CHAPTER XL.

. Ox the eighteenth day of January 1784, 1 embarked with my
family connexions, and several valuable friends, who had taken
their passage for Europe, in the General Elliot East Indiaman ;
many others accompanied us on board, from whom we parted
with sincere regret. We sailed immediately for the Malabar coast,
where we were to complete our cargo of pepper, at Goa and 'l'elli-
cherry; a fair wind carried us clear of the harbour, and in a few
hours we lost sight of all the endeared and interesting objects on
Bombay.

In two days we arrived at Goa, and saent a fortnight there
with Mr. Crommelin, the English resident; a respectable and
venerable gentleman, who had been governor of Bombay twenty
years hefore, but, by a reverse of fortune, then held that inferior
station in the Compuny’s service.  He resided at Panjeem, a plea-
sant spot on the banks of the river, some miles from the city of
Goa, not far from the governor’s country scal.

While the ship was receiving her cargo, we passed our time
very pleasantly, under the hospitable roof of Mr. Crommclin,
and made several excursions into the adjacent country; sometimes

sailing up the river, we visited the desolate city of Goa, formerly
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described, which now presented a still more melancholy picture
of wretchedness and ruin.  The churches, monasteries, prisons,
and inquisition were kept in repair; but the streets in general
exhibited only mouldering palaces and falling houses, depopu-
lated and silent!  The governor, Don Frederic, no longer styled
viceroy, bul captain genceral of India, was a nobleman of amiable
manncrs, and an accomplished gentleman: he entertained us in a
princely style at his palace, and formed in every respect a strik-
ing contrast to the courtiers by whom he was surrounded.
Allernate land and sea breezes walled us pleasantly from Goa
to Tellicherry. 'The diversified scencery in that part of the coast
has been described.  In giving an account of a former voyage
from Bombay to Anjengo, 1 have inadvertently mentioned that,
after leaving Mirzec and Barcclore, there was nothing worthy of
observation until we reached Fortified Island, a litlle Lo the north-
ward of Onore. Sir James Sibbald, for many yecars the English
resident at Onore, informs me that Mirzce (the Musiris of the
ancient Greeks) is situated twenty-lwo miles to the northward
of Onorc. At spring tides large ships can sail over the bar,
al the cntrance of the river, and remain in safety during the
monsoon. 'The Bombay-Merchant, a ship laden with military
stores for the nabob Hyder Ally, by the government of Bombay,
was in the month of May 1764, on her passage from thence to
Maungulore, when the south-west moonsoon suddenly set in much
earlier than usual, wilth a most tremendous gale; had not the
commander determined, at all hazards, to run over Mirzee bar,
his vessel must have been lost. The East India company for

scventy years, had a large banksaul, or warchouse, at Mirzee, for
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the reception of the pepper and sandal-wood purchased in the
dowminions of the Mysore rajah, afterwards usurped by Hyder
Ally, who allowed the company the same privilege.

Barcelore, the Baracé of the Greeks, and now frequently
called Cundapore, is twenty-five miles to the southward of Onore,
being a sca-port in a direct linc with Bednure, which Hyder Ally,
on conquering the Canaree dominions, named afier himself, Iyder-
nuggur.  Sir James Sibbald was at Barcclore on the company’s
business, in the month of April 1768, when Hyder Ally came
there, immcdizlucly after the conquest of Bednure, at the head of
sixty thousand cavalry and infantry; and three hundred state
clephants; he had also a body of French troops, and a great many
Irench officers in his army.

I described Onore in the voyage to Anjengo; it was now in
possession of the English, who took the fortress from the sultaun
of Mysorc at the commencement of the unfortunate expedition
under general Mathews.  Onore fort was at this time defended
by captain (now major) Torriano, an officcr in the Bombay artil.
lery, frequently mentioned for his gallant behaviour when acting
as brigade major to the British troops employed in Guzerat, for
the assistance of Ragonauth Row. 'This enterprising officer ac-
quired additional honours in his defence of Onore against the
force and treachery of Tippoo Sultaun, during a sicge of three
months, and a blockade of much longer continuance. Captain
Torriano was my intimalc fricnd, as also of scveral other passen-
gers on board the General Elliot. We knew his arduous situa-
tion, we knew him resolutely determined to maintain his post

until a peace, although in want of ammunition, stores, and pro-
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vision for the garrison, and destitute of almost every comfort and
necessary of life; what then must have been our feelings when
we were obliged to pass within view of the blockaded fortress, with-
out affording relief to himself and his brave comrades! -
Among the deceased Mr. Cruso’s papers, at present in my
possession, is a very interesting account of the sicge of Onore, by
'L'ippoo Sultaun’s army, and the sufferings of the garrison, which
he was fully competent to describe, from his situation as chief
surgeon of the hospital in that fortress, at this memorable period.
He was afterwards intrusted with a packet of materials, for the
purpose of drawing up a history of the campaign under the com-
mand of General Mathews, when ordered to make a diversion in
favour of the British operations in the Carnatic, by an attack on
the nabob’s scttlements on the Malabar coast. These documents
were too imperfect for such a history; but from the writer’s per-
sonal knowledge of the perseverance and sufferings of the Onore
garrison, he was cnabléd, from those documents and the papers
furnished by major "Torriano, to frame a faithful and connected
dctail of that memorable siege. It contains an excellent account
of Asialic opcrations, as well as some peculiar traits of oriental
military character, differing from any in the preceding pages. I
have selected the most interesting passages from those munuscripls,
as a valuable acquisition, which I could not otherwise have ob-
taincd.  "The courage and conduct displayed by the commanding
officer and his gallant comrades, throughout this eventful period,
are their best panegyric; and in Mr. Cruso’s full detail, he modestly
hopes he may not have obscured, what it was out of his power to

brighten.
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The English batteries under the command of captain Torriano,
opened against the fort of Onore on the first day of January 1783.
It was taken by storm on the sixth: several of the besieged fell in
the fury of the assault; the rest, in number about two thousand,
received quarter, and were soon after set at liberty, except the
killidar, (or commander of the fort), the buxey (paymaster), and
a few principal officers. 'T'he confusion from the storm having
subsided, the following day was dedicated to the burial of the
dead, and collecting the wounded of the cnemy, upwards of a
hundred of whom, together with all the sick and wounded of the
Company’s troops, were placed under the care of the army sur-
geons, in the house which had formerly been the English factory ;
this being a large and commodious building, was now appropriated
for the gencral hospital.  Scveral prisoners remained there more
than three months, where they experienced every kind attention,
and when discharged the commanding officer gave each of them
money to enable them to reach home.

Captain Torriano being disabled by a wound received in the
batteries from proceeding with the army to invade the enemy’s
country, was appointed to the command of the fort of Onore and
its dependencies. On the 12th of January General Mathews con-
stituted this fortress the grand magazine of the British forces, and
in his instructions to captain Torriano, mentioned it as a trust of
the highest importance to the welfare of the army, and requiring
his utmost vigilance.

The night before the departure of Shaik Muckdum, (the
nabob’s late killidar of the fort), captain Torriano privately deli-
vered to him the jewels belonging to his family; which at the
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commencement of the storm by the English had been secreted
under some ruins. Captain Torriano was informed of this circum-
stance at midnight, by a confidential servant of Shaik Muckdum,
who intended them as a present to the captain, in return for his
kind attentions while a prisoner in the fort; he was consequently
overwhelmed with gratitude when the jewels were thus restored to
him. Similar was the conduct of the commandant on receiving
information of some valuable articles concealed in the woods near
Govind-ghurry. He sent trusty persons in boats to search the
spot alluded to; who returned with several bales of cloth, jars of
sandal-oil, and ottar of roses. They were immediately placed
under a guard, and a publication issued throughout the country,
that they would be gratuitously restored to such persons as could
prove a title to them. The following week they were claimed by
a merchant, who jointly with his father had been thc company’s
brokers at Onore factory. He proved the articles to have been
secreted by his father and himself when the English forces landed
on the coast, from an apprehension (afterwards realized) of their
being ordered by Ayauz Saheb to Bednore, where his father was
cruelly put to death, and the son escaped with the greatest diffi-
culty. 'These facts, as also the humanity shewn to Lhe prisoners
taken from Tippoo Sultaun, are thus particularized, in contradiction
to some unfounded asscrlions, of a contrary tendency, which ap-
peared in the historical records of the Annual Register at that
period.

About this time the former inhabitants of the town of Onore,
who had fled from their habitations on the arrival of the British

troops, won by the humanity shewn to the wounded of their
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enemy, and the liberty granted to the other prisoners, began to
return home with their families and cffects.

On the 23d Fortified Island, a post belonging to Tippoo
Sultaun, situated a little 1o the northern entrance of Onore river,
capitulated to captain Torriano.  The month of February was
ushered in by the important intelligence that general Mathews
had forced the formidable pass of Hussen-ghurry, and that the
English colours were then flying on the ramparts of Bednure.
But, alas! this glorious news was of short duration; for, on the
sccond of March, a cavalry officer, with a small party of horse,
arrived at Onore, bringing the afflicting intelligence that on the
preceding afternoon the Sultaun’s troops had cairicd Hyder-nugzur
ghaut, or pass, by storm; and that before day break the neat
morning they forced the small party posted at Ciddapore river,
To this was added the disgraceful report, that in conscquence
of the arrival of the fugitives from Hyder-nuggur, a council of war
had been called at Cundapore, (or Barcelore) the members of
which had unanimously declared their post to be untenable; and
when the cornet’s party left the place, measures were actually
taking to abandon i, though not a man of" the enemy had ap-
pearcd.  The circumstance of Cundapore being deserted by the
English troops was confirmed a few hours aflerwards by an
officer, with the melancholy addition that many guns were spiked,
a quanlity of stores burnt, and ammunition destroyed ; the whole
garrison proceeding in a straggling manner towards Onore.

Alarmed for the glory of the British arms, and animated by a
zeal for the good of the service, to which a fatal blow would be
given by the loss of its grand magazine, which had been removed
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to Cundapore, and all communication being now cut off with
general Mathews, captain Torriano conceived a design of saving
Cundapore, as no cnemy had been seen when the last fugitives
left the place. But it was soon rendered fruitless by still later
intelligence, that the enemy were in possesion of it. This being
the casc, boats and canoes werc in constant attcndance on the
south side of Onore river, to b'ring over such of the fugitives from
Cundapore as escaped the villagers, who every where turned out
against them: fortunately many arrived safe. The commanding
officer, to alleviate their situation, and encourage a more soldier-
like behaviour, made each European a present of a little money,
to procure the necessaries they stood so much in need of.

Early on the 21st six Europeans appearing on the south bank
of the river, a boat was sent to bring them over. These with a
larger party, under the command of cornet Rowland, had escaped
in one of the boats originally dispatched by eaptain Torriano with
a vicw to the rcpossession of Cundapore, which proving leaky,
obliged them to land the preceding evening, some miles below
Onore, whither they were now on their march. Boats were im-
mediately sent over for their accommodation, and in a few hours
they appeared marching in regular order to the water side; with
Missauber, a subahdar, al their head. The cornet being ill, the
subahdar had procured him a litter, in which he accompanied the
detachment. This circuamstance is particularly mentioned, be-
cause, at this critical period, it was a happy demonstration that
the contagion from our loss of Hyder-nuggur, which had already
infected the country, had there been checked.

The excrtions of the Onore garrison, which had been ever
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active, were now increased in proportion to the superior import-

ance it derived from our loss and disgrace in other quarters; and

to that necessity of defending the fortress against a trimmphant

enemy, whose near approach was announced by the reports re-

ccived from the neighbouring districts. 'The attentions and pre--
cautions now rendered necessary by a reversg of fortune already

mentioned werc not confined to Onore. Effectual means were

immediately adopted, aficr the loss of Cundapore, to prevent the

ships daily expected with reinforcements and stores from Bombay,

from putting into that port. Night signals were constantly made,

and pattamar-boats cruised in their track, to give timely notice.

Nor was this vigilance useless; a fleet being then on its passage
from Bombay, conveying a reinforcement for the army, as also a
committee of gentlemen appointed by the governor and council
for the civil government of Bednore. This flect parted company in
a gale of wind, and many of the vesscls standing in for Cunda-
pore, were thus prevented from entering a hestile port.

On the 30th captain Nugent, commanding the first battalion
of Bombay sepoys, arrived at Onore with a letter from the Bed-
nore committee to the commandant of Onore; an extract from
whose answer, dated May 2d, will explain its purport. * Should
I admit the propricty of obeying your orders to destroy and cva-
cuate Onore fort, so directly contrary to those I have received
from the commander in chiet of the army, 1 am still of opinion,
the exccuting them at this period would be injurious to the wel-
fare of the present service, having a quantity of powder, stores,
and rice, belonging to she army in this depot.  The enemy, now
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encamped on the opposite side of Onore river, threaten the de-
struction of every inhabitant who has shewn the least atiachment
to the British government; should the fort be evacuated, they
will obtain posscssion of all the grain in the Onore district, which
I am now purchasing, and laying up in store for the army ; which
from the quantity sent to Bombay from Mangulore, and lost at
Cundapore and other posts abandoned to the enemy, may stand
greatly in nced of that necessary article before the next harvest.
I am not at all apprehensive respecting the safety of Onore; which
I will defend with fifty regulars, and the recruits, while we have
an army in the field; but desirous of adopting any measure for
the interest of the service, I could wish, gentlemen, that, if pos.
sible, all orders from you may come through the commander in
chicf of the British army, or the officer commanding the troops on
this side the Ghauts, which shall be immediately obeyed.”

On the 12th of May captain "L'orriano reccived intelligence,
that Luroen ArrLy Bec, a veteran Persian officer in the nabob’s
service, was on his march to besicge Onore with ten thousand
men, In order to give some confidence to a small garrison, the
greater part composed of raw recruits, and fugitives from the
posts abandoned by the Fnglish, they were immediately encamped
near the glacis without the fort,- and the remains of the cavalry
furnished with such arms and furniture as our situation would
admit of. On discovering the enemy, captain Torriano, with a
party of sepoys, the cavalry, and a onc pounder ficld-piece, ad-
vanced towards the hills, while small parties of sepoys were de-
tached to different quarters of the village, where some of their
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borse were perceived; those on the hill approached, but were soon
dispersed by a few shot from the field-piece. 'The next morning
the enemy appeared in much greater force.

On the arrival of Lutoph Ally’s army, between two and threc
thousand inhabitants of the town of Onorc who had fled from
their habitations during the siege by the Lnglish, and returned
home under the protection of the company’s government, once
more forsaking their shops and houses, flocked in terror to the
out-works of the fortress, and implored protection. There being
no alternative between granting their supplications, or abandon-
ing them to certain death from a crucl despot, they were instantly
permitted to enter.

The same day a letter was sent to captain Torriano from Lu-
toph Ally, informing him the nabob had reconquered Bednore,
and represented the impossibility of defending Onore, now that
the former important post, with the flower of the British army, had
fallen into his master’s possession; at the same time observing, that
no culpability could attach to the commar dant for giving up the
fort of Onore, when a large force was marching to besicge it.  To
this a polite answer was returned.  Shortly afterwards a recon-
noitring party of the Onore cavalry, commanded by captain 'T'or-
riano, came suddenly upon the enemy’s advanced post at the
village, consisting of a small detachment of horse and foot, who
fled precipitately on the first charge.  We took cleven prisoners,
two of whom proved to be deserters from our cavalry at Bednore,
They confirmed the distressing report of the loss of that place,
and the imprisonment of the army commanded by general Ma.

thews..
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On the 17th of May parlies of the enemy were moving in
different dircctions on the opposite banks, and a second letter was
sent from Lutoph Ally, repeating the contents of the former; and
urging, as an additional motive to a surrender of the fort, that the
batteries would be finished and mounted with heavy cannon in
two days; to this no answer was returned. The next day brought
intelligence from undoubted authority of the capture of Bednore,
and the loss of the British army.

Early in the morning of the 10th of June the enemy opened
his battery, and kept it up the next day from seven pieces of
cannon, twelve and eighteen pounders. As they constantly drew
" tlle guns within the merlons after firing, the fort was cautious in

its firing slowly, from such guns only as played directly into their
embrazurcs. This was renewed for four hours the day following,
when the guns were belter served than usual, and no longer with-
drawn. As the sltock of eighteen pound shot in the garrison was
small, the fire from it was dcliberately and carcfully managed;
and its aim confined to disabling the enemy’s guns. The fortress
now began to suffer greatly from the weakness of its defences. The
rampart was narrow and bad; the high walls not more than three
feet thick, generally more a mass of mud than of masonry, and
through which an eightecn-pound shot easily passcd. Against
these and the cavalier lower, the enemy had hitherto principally
dirceted his fire.  The cengineer, licutenant Blachford, an aclive
and spirited young man, and all the officers, laboured indefa-
tigably to remedy these defects by field works. An embrazure
was opened to the right of the cavalier, to effect a more direct
firc on their cightcen pounder, and tihe palisading of the covert-
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way was carried on with great diligence. The commanding officer
Judging a sally cxpedient, with a view of spiking the cnemy’s guns,
and destroying the factory-house, the principal part of the garri-
son intended for that service were paraded in the evening, and a
small party of sepoys ordercd to attack a picket on the left shoul-
der of their battery, near the river side; they were also tb cover
the sallying party. The commandant followed with the cavalry
and a party of sepoys.

The enemy were completely surprised, and a few minutes put
us in possession of their whole range of batteries; seven guns then
mounted were spiked, and the factory housc set on fire. The
enly annoyance our people met with in the battery, was from the
desultory fire of a contiguous post. In the retreat two Europeans,
a subahdar, havaldar, and two sepoys were wounded; the haval-
dar not being missed, was left on the ground. The cnemy’s battc-
rics were found to be very strong, with thick breast-works, and
scveral traverses behind each other.

On the 14th of Junc a sepoy, formerly of the cleventh batta-
lion, deserted from the cnemy; who kept up large fires behind
their merlons throughout the day, from which we supposed they
were endeavouring to soften the guns, in hopes of unspiking them.
Lutoph Ally, much to his honour, having no skilful surgcon, sent
in the wounded havaldar, who had been left on the ground, with
both his thighs broken by a shot. The commanding oflicer re-
warded the pcople who brought in the wounded man, and sent a
genteel present to Lutoph Ally, in testimony of his humanity and
politeness.

The same afternoon our picket of six men, posted in front of
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the half-moon battery, was attacked. The commandant hastening
to the out-works, ordered a pariy of sepoys to advance to its sup-
port, and a larger force to follow, in hopes of beating back the
enemy into their works; but our expeclations were too sanguine,
for on reaching the village, the sepoys halted, and neither the ex-
ample, menacces, nor encouragement of their officers, could make
them advance. The encmy, alarmed by the fire of the musketry,
collected from all quarters; and, rushing down in a formidable
body, completed the panick of our sepoys, who made a precipi-
tate and confused retreat, leaving their officers in the rear. The
commandant secing this unfortunate affair, immediately advanced
with a ficld-piece, and throwing himself between the fugitives and
the cnemy, rallied the sepoys, and beat back their pursuers. The
cnemy afterwards threw several rockets, and fired briskly from
the batterics, by which we lost two sepoys killed, and scveral
wounded, five of whom afterwards died. As the guns from the
fortress kept up a constant fire, the enemy’s loss must have been
considcrable.

A scpoy formerly on the Bengal establishment, who deserted
from the enemy, having greatly distinguished himsclfon this occa-
sion, was immediately promoted, and presented with a pair of
silver bangles, or bracelcts. The bangles worn by the natives, are
oflen given by the oriental generals as a reward to men who dis-
tinguish themselves in action. The commanding officer had
previously ordered a number of gold and silver bangles to be made
for this purpose, inscribed with the words, MILITARY MERIT:
these bracelets were kept for occasional distribution. This ex-
ample is worthy of imitation, since whatever cvil may arise from
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the abuse of donatives, it seems as necessary to excite emulation
by rewarding courage, as to check cowardice, by sigorous punish-
ment. Captain Torriano also made a present of tobacco to each
European and sepoy in garrison; as that luxury, or rather neces-
sary article to the natives, could not then be purchased for
money.

On the 15th the enemy were remarkably quiet, and the garri-
son taking advantage of the cessation, pushed on the works with
all possible cxpedition. A grenadier company was now selected
from the sepoy corps, to be ready on all occasions; and the com-
mand given to licutenant Reynolds, an able gallant ofticer. 'The
fort continued for several days little disturbed by the enemy’s fire.
On the 19th a gencral indignation was excited by a most cruel act
committed in their camp on three men, inhabitants of the neigh-
bouring country, who had been formerly useful in the forv; and
having unhappily fallen into the enemy’s power, were sent to the
commanding officer with their hands cut off.

Many rockets had been thrown into the fort, with little cfieet,
until one worked itself into the wall of & powder magazine. 'This
being obscrved by an European of the artillery, he ran instantly
and plucked it out, at the risk of his life, by which he saved
the magazine, and escaped with only a slight burn on his hand :
his presence of mind and gallant cnterprise were liberally re-
warded.

Nothing particular happened from that time until the first of
July, when the enemy recommenced a well-directed fire against
the breach, and defences of the large tower. The former was en-
larged, two embrazures in the latter laid open, and an ecighteen-
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pounder in one of the embrazures disabled. When the enemy.

ceased firing, the repair of these damages employed the whale

garrison. The exertions of officers and men, under concealment of

the night, were'such, that notwithstanding a hot cannanade, they

had before morning not only rendered the ruined defences respect- °
able, but added strength to the retrenchments. '

The cnemy recommenced their fire early the next morning,
chiefly against the newly-repaired breach. It was more briskly
returned, accompanicd by several shells. We lost a serjeant of
artillery, killed, and some scpoys wounded. They continued their
fire again the whole afternoon, and damaged two of our twelve-
'p<),i1nd01's. In the act of laying one of them captain Torriano. wag
wounded.

A discase generally called ¢ Mort-de-chien” at this time raged
with greal violence among the native inhabitants; and carried off
such numbers, that the commanding officer humanely ordered all
who were attacked with it to be placed under the care of the hos-
pital surgeons. The weather continuing extremely boisterous,
accompanied by almost incessant rain, he gave all the Europeans
in garrison a portion of English broad-cloth sufficient for a suit
of clothes. The same evening an old woman was detected in the
character of a spy: on examination she confessed her mission ;
said she had been already two days in the fort, and was to have
paid a longer visit, lo fulfil certain instructions, and make in-
quiries, by order of Lutoph Ally; particularly whether the com-
manding officer had survived the wound it was reported he had
received in the breach two days before. The old woman was in-
troduced at head quarters, and was moreover desired to request
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Lutoph Ally, that should he on any future occasion send female
emissaries to the fort, they might possess more youth and beauty;
that they should be well received, and returned to his camp with
as much safety as the antiquated duenna who was then conducted
out of the garrison.

Desertion among the native troops, especially in the Malawar
cOrps, was now very cominon, sixtecn of their recruits went off in
a body; and a few nights afterwards one of them was detected in
deserting from his post as sentinel. The commanding officer, de-
termined to prevent an evil which might otherwise eventually en-
danger the loss of the fort, ordered all the troops who were off duty
under arms; and with the dead march beating, the deserter was
conducted in front to a spot ncar the attacked face of the works,
and blown from the mouth of an cighteen-pounder.

The day following the fort sustained a heavy and skilful fire
from the enemy’s grand battery, which did great cxecution. Three
of our guns were considerably damaged, and several of the garri-
son wounded. Since the commencement of the sicge a few non- |
commissioned officers and Europeans have been killed and wounded,
besides several of the Bombay sepoys and native troops entertlained
at Onore.

The enemy’s fire was now kept up briskly for several days, dc-
stroying the defences of the large tower ; many of the garrison were
killed and wounded. The disease before mentioned was very de-
structive, and great desertions prevailed among the Onore recruits,
On the 19th of July, an intelligent native, employed as a spy, re-
turned from the enemy's camp, with information that our last firc
had disabled three of their best guns, and killed and wounded
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several people; among them a sirdar of consequence, the ehief
conductor of their works. Ie also said they were digging across
the plain, in the rear of the most distant work, intended as he sup-
posed for a minc.

It is unnccessary further to detail the events of the siege: . The:
enemy occasionally kept up a brisk fire, especially from their en-
filading batteries, by which we lost several of our small garrison, and
more by desertions among the Onore sepoys. Early on the 24th
of August the encmy sent a flag of truce, with a packet containing
the terms of a cessation of arms concluded on the 2d of that
month, between Tippoo Sultaun and the commander in chief of
“the British forces at Mangulore; in which were inserted the fol-
lowing articles respecting the garrison of Onore.

A guard shall be placed in the fort from the sultaun’s troops,
and one in the trenches from the fort, o, observe that no operations
arc carried on, nor any works crecled on cither side. ) )

A bazar, or market, shall be daily supplied to the fort, contain-
ing all kinds of provisions, which.the troops belonging to the gar-
rison shall be allowed to purchase. .

Thirty days provision may be received menthly from Bombay,
but no military stores or ammunition will be allowed to enter the
fort. |

During the siege a guard had. been placed by Lutoph Ally at
the entrance of the river and the north point,-of the bar. This was
immediately objected Lo, as a violation of the articles, and Captain
‘Torriano insisted on its being removed. Lutoph Ally pleaded
ignorance, and the guard was recalled.  Soon afterwards a similar
party was discovered on the south point, which after much alterca-
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tion he also agreed to remove, but evading his promisc, he only
diminished the number. This early perfidy highly incensed and
cmbarrassed the commanding officer: to submit to it was too
painful a humiliation ; to counteract it might be attended with
serious consequences.  He thercfore resolved to take the sense of
the commander in chiet’ without delay.

Jehan Khaun, second in command of the sultaun’s troops
before Onore, was said at this time to be at open variance with
Lutoph Ally ; and as he bore the character of a brave soldier, and
professed the greatest respect for the gallantry of the British
troops, Captain Torriano was of opinion a private correspondence
with this officer might tend to the advantage of the service, and
prove a source of such information as might cnable him to guard
against the machinations of the enemy ; nor were his expectations
disappointed. Through this channel he received frequent informa-
tion of what passcd in the cnemy’s camp, the state of affairs at
Mangulore, and the most solemn assurauces that should any thing
happén likely to affect the subsisting truce, si.ch timely notice should
be given* as might frustrate those villainous stratagems, to which
Jehan Khaun himself observed the Moguls were so much addicted.

In conscquence of the cessation of arms, the commissary’s men
were sent into the country to procure cattle for the garrison.  Ina
few days they returned with the unpleasant intelligence that none
could be obtained. This disappointment, and no supply ol"grain
having been furnished cither for men or horses, notwithstanding
the most pressing solicitations, provoked a stronger remonsirance
to Lutoph Ally than had hitherto bs-cn made, against such gross
evasions of the treaty. This remonstrance being equally unsuc-
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cessful, Captain Torriano communicated once more to the com-
manding officer at Mangulore the painful predicament in which
he was placed, and the little reason he had to expect better treat-
ment, unless the sultaun sent him decisive orders; at the same
time hinting a suspicion, that the treatment he experienced was
sanctioned by Tippoo Sultaun himself.

At length the stock of cattle being nearly consumed, and the
patience of the garrison almost exhausted, the commanding officer
communicated to Lutoph Ally his suspicion that the letters con-
fided to him had never been sent to Mangulore, and consequently
being dcprived of all hope of redress from his commander in chief;,
he must scek it himself. If in so doing he should adopt measures
incompatible with the existing treaty, and those measures should
lead to a renewal of hostilities, the blame must fall upon Lutoph
Ally himself: the English had, in all respects, religiously kept
their faith, while he had uniformly sported with his master’s ho-
nour; and, in defiance of a sacred treaty, aimed to effect by per-
fidy, what by direct and open hostility he had been unable to ac-
complish. He was therefore informed his promises were like the
wind, of which British officers would not be the sport; on the
contrary cvery nerve should be strained to frustrate his designs;
but as it was the character of the English to deal openly and ho-
nourably, he forewarned him of the consequence. In the first
placc; as the commandant was determined the men who had bled
in defence of the fortress, should not be starved out of it, he re-
solved so soon as his stock of cattle was expended, to send a de-
tachment in scarch of a supply, which should be paid for; but if
such detachment should be molested by Lutoph Ally’s troops,
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they would repel force by force. 'That having written to Bom-
bay and Goa for refreshments, the boats which brought them,
should, on their arrival be permitted to come into the river and
land their cargo; if they were fired at by the party on the
south side of the bar, the guns of the fort should return the fire.
In the present uncertainty respecting letters intrusted to the sul-
{aun’s halcarrahs, they should no longer be sent by them, but
some other mode of conveyance adopted. On these resolutions
being communicated, a party ot British troops was posted on the
north point, to assert the command of the river, on which the cessa«
tion was founded.

In consequence of this determination, (and while waiting for
Lutoph Ally's reply) the daring spy before employed was dis-
patched with information to the commanding officer of the British
forces, and was promised that on returning with an answer, he
should himself name his reward for the service performed. It may
not be irrelevant to observe, that although this man had to pass
through the enemy’s camps hefore Onore and Mangulore, he
etfected the purposc required by entering through a hole in the
wall of the latter fortress, when stricly blockaded by Tippoo Sul-
taun. 'The messenger returned with Colonel Campbell's answer,
and being then desired to take whatever sum he thought proper,
from a bag of venetians (or gold ducats) placed before him, he not
only declined this mode of remuneration, but submitted it entirely
to the generosity of the commandant; and further requested he
would become his banker, declaring he would continue o serve
him faithfully, and would never receive any recompence for his
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services until he might conceive he was suspected by the enemy,
when he should avail himself of the fruit of his labours to such an
exlent as in his opinion he could carry off free from- molestation.
This trusty messenger was a squalid meagre figure, without the
smallest appearance of enterprize, but posscssing great acuteness
and firmness of character. It may be satisfactory to know, that
this man continued faithfully attached to the British intcrest, and
rendered many important services to the garrison of Onore for
some time longer. The period at length arrived when he called
upon the commandant, and informing him that he had reason to
conclude himself suspected by the enemy of holding an intercourse
with the fort, he must consult his safety by a precipitate and secret
flight. 'T'o this no objection could fairly be made. ‘L'he garrison had
essentially bencfited in many instances by his firmness and fidelity,
and he was cntitled to trace out his own line of conduct whenever it
seemed most advisable.  On parting, Captain Torriano was not
without anxiely for his safcty : he told him the fate of Onore could
not long remain undecided ; that should he survive until that pe-
riod, it was his resolution to reward his services still further by
settling on him a pension, provided he could contrive to join himn
in any ol the Company’s districts. He was then desired to remu-
nerate himsell to the fullest extent of his wishes, and ample means
set before him for the purpose. Il was however satisfied with
little; saying, that in the cvent of his being seized, and much
mouncy discovered upon him, the very circumstance would prove
his destruction. Ilc then took his leave, and passed the English
posts; but whether he succeeded in effecting his cscape into Lhe
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interior part of the country, or was taken in the attempt, and put
to death, has never been known, no tidings having ever heen heard
of him since that period.

Many anecdotes of attached and faithful Indians similar to
this recorded in Mr. Cruso’s journal might be adduced.  'The con-
trivance of the native halcarrabs aid spies to conceal a letter are
extremely clever, and the measures they frequently adopt to clude
the vigilance of an cnemy are equally extraordinary.  Many in-
stances have occurred of their suffering severe torture and a cruel
death rather than betray their trust.  War, although replete with
misery, is certainly the means of calling forth some of the noblest
virtues and finest traits in the human character, from the comman-
der in chief to the soldicr in the ranks, 'The events of a campaign,
a battle, or a siege, furnish occasions for all-—but alas, by what
dreadful scencs arc they contrasted! ‘I'ruly sings a venerable

poetess in the present eventful period of Europe.

«« Bounteous i vdin, with frantic man at strite,
Glad Nature pours the means=—the joys ot hte
In vam with orange-blossoms scents the gale,
The hills with olives clothe, with corn the vale ;
Man calls to Famine, nor invokes invamn,

Disease and Rapine follow in her tan

The tramp of marclung hosts distarbs the plough
The sword, not sickle, reaps the harvest now ;
And where the soldier gleans the scant supply,
The helpless peasant but retires to die ;

No laws his hut from licens'd outrage shield,

And War's least horror 15 th' ensanguin’d ficld !\, L. Baisavep, 1811,

VOL. IV, 8
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In reply to the representation made to Lutoph Ally, as before-
mentioned, by the commandant of Onore, he declared it was his
carncst wish to preserve friendship with the garrison, and re-
quested a suspension of hostile measures until the arrival of letters
from the sultaun, which he was assured would terminate the exist-
ing difficulty. Another letter was immediately sent from Captain
Torriano enforcing the former conditions, and stating to Ludoph
Ally that his adherence to the treaty would best prove the friend-
ship he professed; his conduct, not his language, was the subject
of complaint ; while the former continued unreformed, no credit
would be given to the latter. The crafty Persian, perceiving there
was no medium between a breach and compliance, prudently re-
solved on the latter. e sent in a polite explanatory message,
accompanied by a supply of ten sheep, of which the commandant
immediately expresscd a proper sense ; the sheep were paid for;
and a scasonable supply of other refreshments were received into
the garrison.

When the English captured Onore fort, there were two large
vessels on the stocks, belonging to Hyder Ally. Thesc stood in
the centre of the oulworks. A message was now sent from Lu-
doph Ally, founded on a falsehood, that as Tippoo Sultaun, in
consequence of the trealy of peace concluded between him and
the English, would in a few days send an order for his troops to
take possession of the fort, he requested to be permitted immedi-
ately to take charge of the two ships, and build a shed in tl.e fort,
for the preservation of the sultaun’s arms and military stores which
had fallen into our hands, and would now be rcturned agrecably
to the late treaty. Lutoph Ally received for answer, that as he had
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informed the commandant the ships and arms, together with the
fort itsclf, were so shortly to be delivered up to the sultaun’s
troops, the compliance with his request was too trifling on the cve
of such an important event; and that in the interim all possible
care should be taken of the articles in question.

On the 27th of September, a boat was observed trom the ram-
parts to approach Onore bar, on which two others belonging to the
sultaun were sent to mect her.  On coming alongside, a gentleman
went from the boat newly arrived into one of them, and on land-
ing at the batteries was conducted to Lutoph Ally.  "The garrison
of Onore having been long cut oft from all communication with
their countrymen, their anxiety may be casily conceived. In this
state of agitation, Captain Torriano sent his palanquin to the sul-
taun’s grand battery, for the accommodation of the stranger, which
soon after returned with Mr. Cruso, who had been appointed
head surgeon of the hospital at Onore, and brought letters from
Brigadier General M‘Leod, commander in chief at Mangulore,
and Lieutcnant Colonel Campbell, lately commandant of that
garrison. 'These letters informed Captain "Torriano of General
M¢Lcod’s arrival at Mangulore on the 20th of August; and con-
firmed his suspicions respecting his correspondence with Colonel
Campbell, who had never received one letter intrusted to the care
of Lutoph Ally.

The letters from General M¢Leod and Colonel Campbell bear-
ing such honourable testimony to the conduct of Captain Torriano
and his brave comrades, must not be entirely omitted.  The gene-
ral wrote thus :—¢ I give you and your brave little garrison mucls
joy and praise for the gallant defence of Onore. I beg you to
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publish in your orders my hearty approbation and thanks to your-
self, and all therein.  Livery thing here wears the appearance of
peace: the sultaun seems anxious for it; and I have every rcason
to suppose that we shall agree to an equal one with him. Be,
however, carctul and vigilant. 1 go to Seringapatam with the sul-
taun, who is to give me up all the English prisoners as a prelimi-

nary, and has already released the officers taken at the Octagon.

Signed, N. M‘Lronp, Brigadier General, &c.”

'The contents of Colonel Campbell’s letter were equally satis-
factory.

“ The gallant and spirited defence which you and the brave
troops under your command have made, merit from your employ-
ers their highest encomium and approbation. It is with pain I
reflect on the number of brave fellows who have fallen on that
service.  However, we have the satisfaction to think that a soldier
killed in the execution of his duty dies happy and gloriously.
Your exertions have been very great; and no doubt the fatigue
both of duty and work must have been extremely severe on your
small garrison, particularly on yoursclf. I sincerely congratulate
you upon the prospect of your brother and our other friends of the
Bednore army being released ; the sultaun having promised to send
all the Dritish prisoners to their respective scttlements upon parole,
as soon as General M¢Leod arrives at Seringapatam; where, at the
sultaun’s desire, the general accompanies him to assist in negociat-
mg the peace.

Signed, J. CampesELL, L. Colonel, &c.”
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Among other communications from Mr. Cruso, he mentioned,
that althongh the litigious and evasive disposition of the nabob,
and the insolence of his people, had heretotore rendered every
thing extremely disagrecable 1o the ganison of Mangulore, yet,
before he left it, things were ameliorated ; some cattle had been
sent in and distributed to the troops, and a few of the officers were
permitted to extend their ride bevond the works.

In hopes of preventing the continued desertions, by once more
inflicting exemplary punishment, another sepoy was blown from
the mouth of a cannon; and as a natural distrust of the cnemy
now prevailed, all the Furopeans and additional gunners were or-
dered to sleep every night by the guns, and the sepoys off duty
to lie on their arms at their respective stations ; the commandant
himself thenceforward sleeping every night close to the principal
hreach.

On the 15th of October a subahdar from the encmy’s camp
announced the arrival of Maw Mirza Khaun, to take the com-
maund of the sultaun’s army before Onore, in the room of Lutoph
Ally Beg; with a request from the new commander that a person
of understanding might be sent from the fort, to communicate with
him on a subject of great importance.  Messaubar, the subahdar
formerly employed in negociations with Lutoph Ally, was accord-
ingly dispatched 1o head-quarters.  After the commandant’s <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>