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VIIL Partof aLetter from Mr. T. M, in Salop,
to Mr. William Baxter, concerningthe ftrange
effeSis from theeating Dog-mercury with Ke-
marks thereon by Hans Sloan M. D. and S.R. S,

——-—-Wv. Matthews, his Wife and Three Childyen,
V V  havebeen lately very ill, and liketodye;
the occafionand manner of their Sicknefs was very odd,
and therefore I fhall give you a particular. account of
both.. About Three Weeks ago, the Woman went in-
to the Fields and gatheredfome Herbs, and (having firft
Boyled them) Fryed them with Bacon for her own and
her Families Supper : After they had been about Two
Howrs in Bed, one of the Children (whichis Dumb and
about Seven Years Old) fell very Sick, and {o did the
other Two prefently after ; which obliged the Man and
his Wife to Rife and take the Children to the Fire, where
they Vomited and Purged, and within balf an Hour
fell faft afleep. They took the Children to bed as they
were afleep, and they themielves wentto bed too, and
fell fafter afleep too than ever they had donc before.
The Man waked the next “orning ato:t Three Hours
after lris ufual Time, went to his Labeur st Mr Newpores,
and f{o by the ftrength of his conflitution caired it off;
but he fays, he'thought his Chin had bin el the Day in
a Fire, and was forced t keephis Ha: tull of Warer by
him all the Day long,and frequent!y dipt his Cho 1 i as
he was at his Work. The Woman wakened a wh I» af.
ter her Husband, and being forced to . gor tp re iook
after her little Family conceros; bt fhe was ver. Sick
and has continued fo'till withis thefe teve Days. firce which
fhe is very well recovered. One of their Childre- flep:
from that Night (which was ‘Thuriday Three Week:
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till Monday Evening following ;. and then (having juft
only opened her Eyes and made Two Sprunts, without
{peaking one word ) dyed imediately while fhe was afleep ;
endeavoursavere ufed t6 awaken her,  but invain. The
other Two Children Ylept about Twenty Four Hours,
and upon their wakening fell 2’ Vomiting and Purging a-
gain, which [ think faved their Lives. - By Mr. New-
ports and my Direion, they fent fome of the fame Herb
to the Doctors and A pothecaries in Salgp, who general.
ly fay ’tis Dog-mercury, but fome fay 'tis a {ort of Night
thade : ‘whatever it be, ’tis certainly Poifonous, and ’tis
obferved that the Cattle"never browfe it.  Matthews told
me he never eat {0 pleafant -an Herb in his Life; .and his
Wife fays that her old Mafter, wiz. Mr. Moxon did fre-
quently eat of it; butlguefsittobea miftake. Tknow
your profound Judgment and Learning in thefe matters,
and have therefore given you t his largeAccount. [am
no herbarift, but this I obferved of the Herb ; ’tis branch--
ed and f{eeded fomething like Spinage or Mercary, but
leaved rather like Lakeweed. The leaves are dented too.

Tours,

S IR,

— H E enclofed Letter was fent laft 4pril, to Mr
William Baxter, who {oon after did me the Favour

tofhe w it me ; Ifound the operations of the Plant there
inme ntioned to be extraordinary, and the Circomftan
ces related very particularly, and that the account Wﬁg
the
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the more Surprizing if it fhould be Dog-mercury ; which
by all Writers I have perufed, is reckoned innocent and
to have the fame Vertue with the ordinary Mercury u-
fed every day by Phifitians. On thef¢ Confiderations
I begg’d the Favour of Mr. Baxter, that he would pleafe
to write to the Gentleman who fent the Account, for a
Dried Sample or Specimen of the Herb ; which - he
did, and it proves to be the fame they thought it was,
the Stalks, Leaves and Spikes agreeing exactly in every
thing with thofe of Dog-Mercury. 1t is defcrib’d and
figur'd in feveral Authors. Mr. Ray in his Hiftory of
Plants calls it Mercurialis Perennis repens Cynocrambe
difta, p.163. Gerard calls it Cynocrambe, p. 333. Par-
kinfon, Mercurialis Sylveftris Cynocrambe ditta vulgaris,
P. 295. Theatr. Botan. Foban. Baubine in his Second
Tome, Lib, 23. Cynocrambe mas &8 femina five Merca-
rialis repens, p.979. And Cafpar Baunkine in his Pinax,
p-122. Mercarialis Montana tefticulata & fpicata : In
which Books the other Names given it by other Zerba-
lifts may be found, whither I refer you for a further
Account of it. - Whether the Quantity or Quality of
this were the Caufe of the Effects I know not, but think
that every Body will do well to. be cautious and wary
in the ufe-of it in fuch Quantities, after fuch a Warning,

Tours, &c.

Y vy N, 4



