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Community size
Active Wikipedians: 69,000

English Wikipedia:  31,000
German Wikipedia:   4,800

Only 11 languages > 1,000
146 languages (half) < 10
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Simple fix:
Just bring 
everything 
from Wikipedia 
to Wikidata?



Expressivity
● Narration

● Reference by description

● Redundancy









Redundancy
Stating things that are already inferrable
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Toy example

“The only one who ever 
won Nobel Prizes in two 
different sciences was 
Marie Curie.”

OnlyPersonThat
  Person: Marie Curie
  Condition: AwardWinning
    Award: Nobel Prize
    Type: ModNounPhrase
      Determiner: two
      Modifiers:
        different
        scientific
      Head: category



Toy example

“Marie Curie je jedina 
osoba koja je dobila 
Nobelovu nagradu u dva 
različita znanstvena 
područja.”

OnlyPersonThat
  Person: Marie Curie
  Condition: AwardWinning
    Award: Nobel Prize
    Type: ModNounPhrase
      Determiner: two
      Modifiers:
        different
        scientific
      Head: category



ConstructorsOnlyPersonThat(
  Person: Person
  Condition: Verb phrase
) ￫ Clause
AwardWinning(
  Award: Award
  Type: Noun phrase
  Time: Time
  Reason: Noun phrase
) ￫ Verb phrase
ModNounPhrase(
  Determiner: Determiner
  Modifiers: List(Adjectival phrase)
  Head: Noun phrase
) ￫ Noun phrase
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Renderer
per constructor

and language

“Marie Curie je jedina 
osoba koja je dobila 
Nobelovu nagradu u dva 
različita znanstvena 
područja.”

OnlyPersonThat:
  Person + 
  "was the only person" +
  Condition + "."

OnlyPersonThat:
  Person + 
  "je jedina osoba koja je"   
  + Condition + "."



WIKIDATA

OnlyPersonThat
  Person: Marie Curie
  Condition: AwardWinning
    Award: Nobel Prize
    Type: ModNounPhrase
      Determiner: two
      Modifiers:
        different
        scientific
      Head: category

“$Person was 
the only person 
$Condition.”

Marie Curie was the 
only person to 
receive the Nobel 
Prize in two 
different scientific 
categories.

???



WIKIDATA

“$Person je 
jedina osoba 
koja je 
$Condition.”

Marie Curie je jedina 
osoba koja je dobila 
Nobelovu nagradu u 
dva različita 
znanstvena područja.

???

OnlyPersonThat
  Person: Marie Curie
  Condition: AwardWinning
    Award: Nobel Prize
    Type: ModNounPhrase
      Determiner: two
      Modifiers:
        different
        scientific
      Head: category



WIKIDATA

“$Person je 
jedina osoba 
koja je 
$Condition.”

Marie Curie je jedina 
osoba koja je dobila 
Nobelovu nagradu u 
dva različita 
znanstvena područja.

WIKIFUNCTIONS

OnlyPersonThat
  Person: Marie Curie
  Condition: AwardWinning
    Award: Nobel Prize
    Type: ModNounPhrase
      Determiner: two
      Modifiers:
        different
        scientific
      Head: category
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The cost of Wikipedia
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Focus languages
● Bengali

● Malayalam

● Hausa

● Igbo

● Dagbani



● Our project is centred on Meta at Abstract Wikipedia

● We write weekly updates about what we're working on

● We're testing a pre-launch alpha of Wikifunctions.org

● More coming soon!

Get involved



Contact
james@wikimedia.org

mailto:james@wikimedia.org

