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COFFEE SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION IN PRODUCING COUNTRIES,
1960/61-1980/81

This circular is an update of Foreign Agricultural Circular
FCOF A -7 9 ,

published in August 1979. As noted in that circular,
developments in the world coffee economy--especially the severe
1975 frost in Brazil- -have increased the need for statistical in-
formation relative to the supply and distribution of coffee.

Data on area, tree population, production by type, trade, con-
sumption and stocks cover the 21-year period 1960/61-1980/81 on a

crop-year basis. Because crop years for producing countries
vary--e.g., beginning in October, April, or July--annual regional
and world totals represent the sums of the data for the individual
country crop years. The principal case in point would be totals
for stocks, which represent the total of stocks for individual
producing countries at the beginning and ending of their specified
crop years (normally when stocks are at or near their lowest an-
nual level), rather than world stock levels at a particular time.

Some clandestine movements of coffee are known to occur be-
tween neighboring producing countries. Because it is virtually
impossible to determine the magnitude of these movements, such
coffee has been included in the production of the country from
which distribution occurs as official exports.



In a few countries, the figures for domestic use include
coffee stocks that deteriorated, were destroyed, or were used for
nonbeverage purposes during the year. Utilization as such is
footnoted. Also, world and regional totals on area, tree numbers,
and average yields are not complete, as data for some producers
are not available.

Data for 1980/81 are highly preliminary, especially with re-
spect to exports.

The data series were prepared or estimated on the basis of
official statistics of foreign governments, reports of U.S. Agri-
cultural Counselors and Attaches, Foreign Service Officers, Inter-
national Coffee Organization (ICO) statistical bulletins, results
of office research, and other related information. They will be
updated on a regular basis and published in the periodic FAS cir-
cular series. Area statistics are in hectares (2.471 acres), and
supply and distribution data are in 1,000 bags of coffee, green
bean equivalent (GBE), of 60 kilograms (132.3 lb) each.

Information in this circular was prepared by C. Milton Anderson,
Horticultural and Tropical Products Division, Commodity Programs,
F AS/USDA

,
Washington, D.C. 20250. Telephone (202) 447-2048.
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