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PSALM LXXXIX. 48; 

IVhai man is hr that livelhy and /'hall not fee :leatbt &c. ’ 

IT is very, Jiard to deternv’ne, where all that arc 
here''’isi! be within thirty years; for even ere 

that time come, many (if not all) of us 'who are here, 
(hall havg taken up our evevfafting lodging. Afld 
whether we (hall take it up in the eternity of joy, or 
in die eternity of pain:, is alfo hard to determine ; 
only this one thing I am fare of, that all of us ihell 

5 (hortly be gone, and efe long fhe (hadows of deAh 
(hail be fitting upon oUr eye-hdf, and our eye-flrings 
fhall begin to break. Therefore, I would the more 
fevioufiy enquire you. what would you think if 
death were approaching this night unto you? Think 
ye that Jefu*. Chrift is gbne up to prepare a place for 
you? even for yon. Surely l thirife we arev all near 
to eternity, and there are fome hearing me" to diy, 
whotp I defy the world to alhire> that ^ver they (hall 
hoar "another fe'rmor.: thertfore l entreat yoi:,a>]'to 
hear this preaching, as if It were the laft preaching 
that ever ye iTidhlh hear, and O tha': we cbuld fpeak 
it, as if it were the laft fermon that ever we would 
preach unto you. *Bylieve me, death is another thing 
than we take it to be.' OK! what will many of us 
do ia the day of our vifitation, when defolation (hall 
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come from afar ? where will' we flee for re(t; and, 
where will we leave our glory? Old rich men, where 
will ye flee when death afihults you!, Old poor men, 
where will ye flee when death a flanks you! Old wo- 
men, where will you flee when death a {faults you ? 
Young women, where wilt you flee when death af- 
faults you ? It was an ancient ohferyation of David, 
Pfalm xsxix. 5. that. ‘ God had made his days as an 
hand breadth.’ This cither may relate to the fourfold 
Hate of man, viz. His infancy, his child-hood, his 
man hood, and his old age. Or, it may relate the 
fourfold time of his life, viz. His morning, his'fore- 
noon, his afternoon, and his evening; yet, all uui: 
lifetime is but a day. And, O think ye not that our' 
day is near unto a clofe ! 

Now* before that I begin to fpeak any thing from 
the words, I (hall fpeak a few things to theie two 
queftlons, which I conceive may not altogether be.un- 
profitable. 

Queft. i,. Whether is it lawful for any to defire to 
die, and retnrn unto their long and endlefs home ? 
Whether it be lawful for one to cry out, O time, time 
flee away (and all my ihadows let them be gone) that 
lb, long eternity may come ? 

| Anf. I fay. It is lawful in fame cafes, for one to 
defire to die; for it was Paul's defire, Philip, i. 23. 
‘ I am in a flrait betwixt- two, having a deiire to de- 
part, and to be with Cbfift, which is far better.’ And 
2 Cor. 2. * We groan earneftly, ddiring to be 
clothed upon with our houfi, which is from heaven.*' 
i long greatly till the twemtv-firft year of my age 
come, when my minority (hall be overpaid, that I 
may be entered heir to , that mat chiefs' inheritance. 
But to clear in what cafes it is lawful to defirc to 
die. 

I. I fay, It i lawful to defire to die, when it flow- 
,cth from a defire of uninterrupted fellowfliip and com- 
imunion with Chrift, and copjunftion with him; ^hfis 

is clear, 2 Cor. v. 6. ‘ Knowing that whilft we are 
at home in the body, we are abfent from the Lord/ 
Therefore, Vcrfc 8. * We are willing rather to b“ 
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abfent from the booy, and to be prefent with the Lord." 
Alio it is clear, Philip, i. 23. ‘1 am in a ilrait betwixt 
two, having a defire to depart, aiid to be with Chrift, 
which is far better.* I» was his great end to have 

Tear and unmixed communion with Chrift. What 
aileth you, Paul, (might one have faid.) may you not 
be content to flay a while here ? Nay, faith Paul, ‘ I 
defire to be gone, and to be with Chrift.’ Waft thou 
never with him here, Phil ? 1 have been with him, 
faith ic, but what is all my being with him here, in 
compavifon of my-being with him above ; ‘ Whilft I 
am ! refent in the body, I am abfent from the Lord 
therefore, I will never be at reft, faith he, get what 
I will, until l get Chrift, until 1 get thofe naked and 
immediate embracemerits of that noble Plant of Re- 
nown, the Flower of the flock of Jefle, who is the 
light of the higher houfe, the eternal admiration of 
angels. 

2. It is lawful to defire to die, when it floweth 
from the oxcelle ;cies of heaven, from a defire to par- 
take of tliefe exceHer.t things that are there; thus is 
clear, 2 Cor. v. ‘ We groan being burdened;’ or, 
as the word is, ‘ We groan, at they who are preffed 
under a heavy burden, that we may be clothed upon.’ 
&c. What aileth you to groan fo, Paul ? O faith he, 
I groan that mortality may be Wallowed up of life. 

3. It is lawful to defire to die, when it fioweth from 
a defire to be fayed from the body of death ; and from 
thefc temptations that doth aflhult us: And from thefe 
oppreifions whereunto wc are fubjeQed by it. Doubtlefs 
Paul defired to die on this account, when he cried out, 
Romans xii. 24. ‘ O wretched man that I am, who 
Hull deliver me from the body of this death!’ he long- 
eth greatly for that day, 4 wherein he (hall be made 
white like the wings of a dove, covered with filvcr, 
whofe feathers arc of yellow gold.’ O ! fmth Paul, 1 
am as one impatient till I be above, where I (hall be 
clothed with thefe excellent and cleanly robes, * the 
rigliteoufnefs of Chrift.’ Oh ! faith Paul, I think e- 
very day a year, till I be poffefTed of that kingdom 
where Satan cannot tempt, and tire creature cannot 
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i . yield, and where I (hall be free from all' tny fears of 

finning. Now in all thefe rcfpeits who -would not 
defire to die? But to guard all thefe, 1 would give 
you fhefe four cautions. 

I I. Caution. Your defire to die fhould not be per- 
emptory, but you fhould defire to die with fub rdf- 
fion to the will t.f God ; fo that although he wcni l fill 

, up fifteen years more to your life, you fhould be con- 
tent to live it out. 

2. Caution. When your del’res are hafty and off 
hand, fufptdt them; for fume, vviien they meet witli 
an outward crofs (without all deliberation) will cuy 
out, “ O to be gone, O that I were dead.” But your 
defire to die Ih.iuid be. deliberate, but not hafty, or 
rafli. 

J. Ceution. i t is not lawful to defire to die, becaiife 
of perfonal afflictions- Many, when they meet with 
bitter afflictions, will ciy out, ‘ O' to be gone; they 
long for death even upon that accountfuch were 
Job’s defire3, Job xxi. 22. and chapter vi, verfe 8, 9. 
‘ O that I might have my reqneiM even that it would 
pleafe God tv deftroy me.’ This delire was very un- 
lawful. ■* 

4. Caution, It Is not lawful to defire to die, when 
thy predominant idol is taken away from thee: Yet 

' fuch was Jonah’s defire, chapter iv. 3. Jonah thought 
| hi; credit and reputation- (which was his idol) ww 

gone, and could never be regained ; therefore he wilh- 
ed to die. But I vsould fay this- to you, that fome will 
have ten defires for death, ,when .they have not one 

j' defire for oeaycn. And what moveth Cbriftians-to be 
fo defirous to die ? It is not fo much becanfe of their 
hope, ^3 becaufe of 1 heir anxiety; it is not fo much 
bceo*jfe of their confidence, as becattfe-of their impa- 
tience. But I fay unto you, when your deiires of death 
are not accompanied with deiires of heaven, (tifpchi 

! them. 2. I would fay this, that there are fame who 
I will, have ten defires for death, when they will, not 

have one for the death of the body of death; but it 
! r-ere good for thee (who art fuch) to be defiring 

the death of the body of death; then fhould tWa 
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be. ia :> more fuitable frame to defire to die. 

3. Some witl have hearty defires to die, and yet, •. 
vrhen death cometh. they will be as umj'SI.Ing to die 
as any. It hath been obferved, that feme who have 
rodch defire to die, when death came, have cried out, 
* O fpare a little, that I. may recover ftrength',J &c. 

There is a great difference between a iVefire to die, 
and death itul.*. It is an eafy tiling to cl.lire to die, 
hut it is a very gffcii hufinefs to meet With death, and 
to look it ;n the face when it cwp.eth. We ..th;*;k 
death (ere it come near ns) to be but childrens’ ;tlay, 
b-.u when we meet with it, it mvketh us change our 
t • i-yghtj ; for it is a gn at bufinefsto die. 

Qaieit. e. Is it lawful far a Cltriftian to defire to 
live when he is fumtnoned .to die ? 

Anfvy. In fome cafes it is lawful for a Chriftian to 
d-elire to live, even when he is fummoned to die; 
which is clear from the pra&ice of David, Pfahn 

.x-xxix. 13. where te pvaye^h, ‘that the Lord would 
Qpqrt nim a little.5 It is alfp clear iVam the pradtice 
ali good Iftzekiah,' ifaiah xxxviii. 3. when \ie was 
commanded ‘ to. fet his hoofe in order, for he Ihould 
die, mid hot live,’ he crietb out, ‘ Remember now 
O Lord, how I have walked before thee in Jruth, 
and with a perfefl heart, and have done that which is 
good in thy fight: aod He^ekiah wept fore or, ns 
the words ate in the original, * he wept with great 
weeping.’ But, to guard this, take tfiefe two cau- 
tjpns. 

Caution 1. .Thy define to live (when thou art fum- 
moned to die) fhonld not be ptremptpry, but with 
Sibujlffion to the will of God, that if it he his plea- 
fnre tb remove thee prsfently put cf tipie, thou 
fltould be content to die. 

Caution' 2. Thv. defire to live fhould have gracious 
principles, and alfo a very .gracion? end, as is moft. 
dear from David. Pfahn xxsix. < 3. wh«re -iic faith* 
• O fpare me a little, that I may recover ftrength, 
before f go hence,' and be no more.’ His defire to 
jive was, that h^: might have \i6tory over his ifipls* 
jis if fie had fait), my Jefire tp live is, that I .may 
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have ftrength to wreftle with, and oveicome my idols. 
And without all controverfy, 'Hezekiah’s defire was a 
inoft precious and well grounded delire. r owevtr, 
1 would-fay this unto thee, that thou fhouklft •etfmrn'he 
thy defirssto Ike (as much-if not more) as tn-y defires 
to die ; fov, we are'ready -to'(bun death, -if wt could, 
but he. is that noiverfal King, unto whom all ot trs 
jfnuft be fubjtdi ere long. 

Now,- in the words which are read unto you, there 
are thete fiz things, which might be dearly obieryed 
(torn them. 

L That it iff a moft clear and infallible truth, that 
all perfous (hall once fee death, as is clear in thete 
words, ‘ who ic, he that liveth, and flrail net fee 
death ? 

1*1. That this truth (that we fit alt once fe'e death) 
is not much believed or thought upon by many ; 
therefore, it is that;-the Pfahnrft doubieth tTitv ‘her- 
tion, 1 What man is lie that liveth, and .flwdf not fee 
death; (hall he deliver his fouP (that is,' !:>« TSe-f 
* from the hand’ (that is) ‘from thc.-pcA-Hr rf the 
grave. 

III. That fometimes a Chriftlan may win to the.' frt- 
Kd faith of this truth, that once be 'mnft dte ; *thk the 
Pfalnhft wan unto, as it is alfe clear in that word (who.) 
* Who is he that Kvetb, aodthall not fee demfh P 

IV. That the certainty of this, that once we (hall 
die, (hould be (till kept in our mind ; . therefore, that 
note of attention, Selah, is'put to it. As if he had 
faid, take heed, that thwe is none living that (hall 

.not die. . v:.V '*dt b. ;1 

^ V. That howbeit fome perform put the evil day Tar 
away, as if they were not to fee death; yet, is. the 
eiay cvrrniirg when they (hall fee death* and .death (hall 
take them by the hand. . 

VI. We (hall take notice of this frojri the context, 
that the Chrihian, ovho is much in minding the dtrevt- 
ty of his life, will believe tire certainty of his death: 
the Pfalrniti was fpenking of the (hortpefs of his life in 

. the preceding vevfe/ and, in this verfe, he fptaketh 
of the certainty of death. . . ... i 
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'NO'*’, for the firlt of thefe things obferved, viz* 

ha: »i is certain and moil fure, that we fhall ail once 
die. I hope there are none of you here who will de- 
ity, J.ihcr’ I conftfs fome few of you beHeve, what was 
Irf-.d by the woman of Tekoah, 2 Samuel xiv. 14. ‘ We 
mull all die, and be like water fpilt upon the ground, 
that cannot be gathered up again. God doth not ex- 
cept the perfon of any.’ And Job xttx. 23. i‘ I know 
mat thou v.-ilt bring me to death, ac,d to the houfe ap- 
pointed for all living.* And it is very clear, Ecclef. 
v:ii. b. ‘ There is no man that hath power over the 
ip:rit to retain the. fpirit; neither hath he power in 
in: day of death; and there is no difeharge in that 
war* neither (hall wickednefs deliver thofe who are 
git\;» to it.’ It is clear, Heb. ix. 27. ‘ It is appointed 
unto men once to died So that if is mott clear that we 
muft die. I remember of one iTiilip, king of Mace- 
donia, who had one fubititnted for this very end, to cry 
at his chamber door every morning. Memento moriv 

memento mori, memento rntpri. Remember thou art tl> die. 
And, it is repotted to have been the prattice of the 
nobles-of Greece, and in the day wherein their emperor 
was crowned, that they prevented a tnarble-ftone un- 
to him, and he was enquirid after what fafltion he 
would have his tomb-ftene made ? Which pradlice 
(peaks forth tin's unto us, that altha’ thefe were mod 
tieftitute of the light of the feripture, they were very 
mindful of death. Believe me, death may fttr^j-ife 
us before we be aware J for, it is moil certain, that 
we muft die ; but, there is nothing more .uncer- 
tain than the way how, and the time when we (hall 
Aie. • 'i*. 

Heath will furprife fome as it did Abel in the open 
field, Genefis iv. 3. Death will furprife fome, as it 
did Eglon in his parlour, Judges iii. 21. And, death 
wwl furprife fome, as it did Saul and Jonathan in the 
fight, 1 Ssmutl xxxi. 

Now, in fpeaking to this point, I (hall, Firft-, 
Speak a little to thefe advantages which attend thofe 
that- live within continual fight X>f death. Secondly, 
1 (hall giye you feme, confiderations to prefs you to 
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prepare for death. Thirdly, I fiia’i give you fome 
diredlioui to help you to prepare for death. And-then 
we (halt proceed unto the fecgnd point of doctrine, 

, which we obferved hop the te>:t, and l foall fpeafe a 
few things from it unto you, and to come to a q’oIc 
for this time. 

Firit then. We conceive there are thefe feven nn- 
vantages w!>ich attend tho'fe.who live '.vithia the coc- 

1 timed fight of this truth, that they' tthf: die. * . 
Firft. The faith of approaching death, will make » 

foul exceeding diligent in d tty ; this was our bldfcd 
X.prd;s divitiity, jolitg ix.*t. ‘ 1 rii'uft vroik tlte work of 
him that fent rr.e, while it is day: the night cometn 

1 when no man can work $’ that :s, death is approach- 
ing, therefore f mult work, ft is clear elfo, 2'Peter 
i. 12. compared with verfe 14. in.the iz. '.r,fe Peter 
is exceeding diligent in his dnty, and the ground of 
his diligence is in the 14 verfe, ‘ K nowing, that fiiortly 
I mull put off this my tabernacle,’ &c. fet it is even 
the Epicure’s, argununt, * Let us eat and drink, for to 
morrow we may die.’ And, ihovihi Hot the Chriftian' 
mucii more cry out, ‘ Let me watch and pray, for ta 
morrow I may die.’ I fay, if the Epicures did make 
ufe of this notion, to make them vigorous in the pin- 

j fuit erf their pleafures, O how much more fhouid a 
Chridian improve it, for making him vigorous in the 

I purfuit of his duty ? Therefore 1 fay umo you all, l> 
be ye diligent, for your night is drawing uear. O 
■Chridians and expectants of heaven, are ye not afraid 
kll ye be nighted before ye have walked the half nf 

, your journey ? For, if ye be nighted on your jour- 
ney to heaven, before ye con e to the end of 
your race, there is no retiring place whrreuuto ye 
may turn afide to lodge. Therefore. ‘ O work, 
work, work, whilr it is to day;’ for, behoid death is 
approaching, and then fiiall we uti be called to an a > 

; count. i- 
Second, The faith of approaching death, wiH make 

a Chridiau exceeding active in dutv, he will not only 
be diligent, but alio exceeding tenons, and -cealous in 

I the excrcife of in's dutv; this in clear from that nota- 
S. 1 ' 'v - ’ 
1 . 
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tj'ie exhortation. Ecclef. ix. io. * Whatfoever thy 
han(J:fin,deth to do, do it with all thy mightand the 
reafon is, * for there is no work, nor device, nor 
knowledge, nor wifdom, in the grave, whither thou 
gbeit.’ Wherefore, O be active, while you are alive, 
for ye lhall never work any more after ye are dead ; 
and, if yt leave but one Work undone, there is no do- 
ing of k after death. ‘ There is no work’ (faith 
Solomon) ‘ in the grave therefore. Q be ac- 
tive. 

Third. The faith of this truth, that we mu ft all die, 
will help a Chriilian to be exceeding mortilied to the 
things of a prefent world. Oh! covetous men and wo- 
men, would yon ftinke Hands with cold death but once 
every morning, 1 <h;uild defy you to puntre the world 
fo much rl* ye do. Paul was much in the meditation 
of his change, which made him, z Cor. iv. i3. to' 
overlook tltrfe things that are temporary, ‘ While 
we look not’ (faith he) ‘ at the things which are 
feen, which are temporal, but at the things which 
are not feen, which are eternals’ therefore, chapter 
v. J, 2, “ Knowing, that if our earthly houfe of this 
tabernacle were diffclved, we hare a building of God, 
an houfe not made with hands;, eternal in the heavens : 
therefore, in this we groan earneftly, ddiring to be 
clothed upon with ocf houfe which is from heaven.’ 
What aikth you, Paul (might one have faid)- may ye 
not tike a look of the world ? No, faith he, ‘ For 1 
know, that if this earthly houfe of this tabeniade 
wire diftolved, I have a boufe with God, not made 
with bonds, ~but eternal'nt the-hyavens that is, I 
know that4 ere long the pins of my tabernacle will be 
loefed, and it.will falf down tibout my ear?; there- 
fore, .1 tiwft look for another dwdhug-honfe. And, i 
Cor. vii 31. ‘ The fafliion of »his world pafftth away.* 
Therefore, faith he, verfe 32. ‘ I would have you 
without ciirefulnets caring how to pkafe the Lord.' 
And, Pfcn’Upptans iv. y. ‘ Let your moderation be^ 
known unjo all men. The I,ord is at band.1 As if he 
bad faid, death is approaching, and at hand ; there- 
fore, I intreat you to he fober. Hut I think many of 
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113 will be found like Saul, hid a.TMMig the fluff; that 
is, we will be lying ambngll the midil of the plta- 
fures of ihis paffing world.. But I fty unto thee, who 
art fuch an one, that death will break, the firings, of 
thy harp, thv tnufic will quickly ceafe. O but death 
will make thee to have a low efteem of the world. O 
blefTed is the perfon who hath thefe thoughts of the 
world all along in his way, which he dial! have of it 
at death ! have not the moil curfed wretches been for- 
ced to cry out. Oh! I would give ten thoufaad worlds 
for Chriit ? Have not foore pcrfons (who have had 
the yioon upon their head, aud that 'have made their 
belly their god) been forced to cry out at death, Q 
curfed perfun that I am, that ever I made the world 
my God ? Alas ! that I contented myfclf with the 
world. Therefore,' 1 fey unto thee, who art fuck an 
one, O Hay thy purfuit ah tiu world, for death is 
approaching, that will cauie aii thy worldly comfort* 
to evanifh. 

Fourth. When a Chriftian beiieveth this truth,, that 
he muft die, it will be an exceeding great ri-flra'nt to 
keep him from finning, as is clear, Job x\kI. t$. com- 
pared with verfe 14.. where job reckoning ).er mariy' 
good deeds dene by himfelf, faith, ‘ What then fnall 

I 1 do when God rifeth up ? and when he vrfiteth, vrhat 
fhall I anfwer him f’ As if he had faid, firs, mitiak-c 
me not, I am not boafting much of mgf'.lf, for 1 could 
not have done otherwife, clfe what fhould' 1 do whrU 

(God rifeth up ? how could I anfwer to God if I had. 
d(> *e otherwife, I think it w.re a notable praftife of 
each of you, to fay, ‘ O temptation, what will i an« 
fwer to God, when he rifeth up to reprove me, if L 
flvoiild yii.fl .into thee I’ l.kcwifr, ficclrf- *i. 9. where 
Solomon, diffnading young men to pmfue after tbeir 
vanity, briogeth this as a reafon, ‘.know ye, that for ?Al 
thefe thongs God will bring you into judgement.' 
Therefore, 1 fay unto thee, who art often tempted in 
fin, let death and reckoning with God be jlili in thy 
fight, and I defy thee then to embrace half fo many 

1 femptations, as now thou doll, f entreat you to an- 
1 * ; -. 
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fwer all vour temptations with that word, 1 What fhaH 
I do ^hen God rifeth up ? and wh?t fnall I anfwer 
when he vifiteth rae 

Fifth. When a Chriftian iiveth within the fight of 
this truth, that fie fhaU once fee death, it will make 
him exceeding patient under every crofs wherewith 
he meeteth. Such a Chriftian will hardly meet with a 
rrols but he will quiet himfelf with this; death will put 
rne beyond this crofs, this is a cloud that, will quick* 

Jy pafs away. And for this caufe did David fo compof- 
edly put up that defire, Pfalm xxxix. 4. ‘ Lord make 
me to know mine end, and the meafure of my days.' 
He was hire that the knowledge of his end, would put 
him in. a fsber and patient frame.. 

The Sixth advantage is this, the; faith of approach- 
ing death, .will teach the perfon that hath it, to tlr.dy 
Caving vvifdom: tin’s is cle*tr, Pfalm xc. 12. vsjtere Mc- 
/ss puttrth up this rcqueft, So * teach us to number cue 
days, that We may apply our her ts unto wifdom,’ Ae 
if tie had fail, 1 will never think nvyfclf wife, till I 
know that b'tffed part of arithmetic, ‘ ho v. to numbe- 
my da)*.’ I would defire every one of you ail to think 
with yonrfelf every morning when you rife, now I am 
a day nearer unto eternity then l was before ; and at 
the end of every hour, now I am .an hour nearer unto 
eternity then I was before ; I (ay, think often, yea, (j 
always thus, 1 was never fo near my death as I am now; 
for, Oh ! are we net all nearer unto eternity to day, 
than we were yefterday ? 

The Seventh advantage attending the faith of ap- 
proaching death, is this, that it will make a Chriftian 
very careful in preparing for death. It is imnoftibJe for 
one to believe really that death is appro' ling, and 
■nor to prepare for it. Say wbat ye Will, if ye be not 
careful in preparing for death, ye have not the femd 
f.tith of this truth, -that ye il'.all die. Believe me, it 
is not every one that thinketh he believeth this truth, 
that believetji k indeed. And, O how dreadful is it 
for an unprepared man to meet with death? He de- 
ftreth not to die, yea, be would give a world for hi# | 
iffe, but die he rmiS, whether he will or not; for 
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death will not be requeiled to fpare a Jittle when he 
cometh. And therefore I fay unto yon all, * fet your 
houfe in order, for ye (hall furely die.’ Old men aiid 
women, fet your houfe in order, for to-morrow yc 
may die, and be cut off in the flower of your age,* 
Think not that there be many who can fell time : for, 
I fay, ye fhall nevec get time fold unto you. Ala* ! I 
fear that the molt part of perfoos that die now, death 
findeth them at unawares: for indeed the perfons that 
die amongtt us, when we come to vifit them we may 
give you a fad account of them, for we think they are 
comprehended under thefe four forts. 

i. When we go to vifit feme perfons on their 
death-btds, they are like unto Nabal, ‘ their heart is 
dying and finking' (like unto a ftone) ‘ within them,' 
they are no more affected with death, than if it were 
a fiacy ; alas ! for the great ftuoidity that hath over- 
taken many ; therefore, 1 intreat you delay not yoar 
repentance till death, left the Lord take away your 
wit, fo that ye cannot repent for your fenfeleiTurfs 
andAupid frame of fpirit. 

A fecond fort we find in a prefnmptcous fra ore. 
faying. They have had a good hope all their days, and 
they will not quit it now ; they will go down to theic 
grave with .heir hope in their right hand, or rather, 
they will go down to the grave, 1 with a lie in their 
right hand they live in a prefumptuous frame, and 
they die in the fame deluiion. For, when we1 t\il 
them, by all probability they are going down to hell, 
they anfwer, God forbid, I wi.s all my time a very 
honeA man or woman : but I love not that confeffion, 

*for there are many fuch hooeA men and women in heM 
this day. 

J. The third fort we find having fomr conviction* 
that they have been playing the fool-ail their days; but 
wt can get them no further: I (hall onlv fry to fitch, 
to go down to the grave with convictions in their 
breads, not in iking ufe of Chrifl, is 10 go down to hell 
with a candle in their hand,..to let them fee the wav t 
and truly the greaidl part that die, dt- in that man- 
ner. 
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4. There ate force whom we find in a felf-vighte- 

ou* frame, reding upon the covenant of works, and 
their own merits, and truding hy thefe to go to hea- 
ven } yet nsglefting the offer of Chrifl’s righteonfnefs. 
But alas ! we find not one of a thoufand of this frame. 
* I defire to be dififc'red and to be with Chrtft, which 
is beft of all.' And fcarce do '.ye find any in fuch a 
frame, * Q wretched man that I arc, who Ihall deliver |i 
me from the body of this death !5 therefore 1 fay this 
unto you all who 'are here, G ! will ye mind death, t 
before it take hold on you? Oh! mind your wotk. j! 
now ? for ye will find that death w’ll- be work enough 
for at felt, though ye leave no work till-fheiv. 

The Eighth advantage that attende'th tl.e Chriilian 
in believing this truth;, that once he mud die. h this, 1 
death wtH not be fo terrible to him as it is unto many | 
whan it cometh. Whx>t (think ye) maketh death a king 
of terror? ? What maketh many to-thske as the leaf of a 
tree, when they are fumrconed to appear before God’s 
tribunal? It is even Lecaufe of this, they have not been 
thinking on d^ath before, it came, fo as to prepare fbt 
i.t. And ! fear many in this place may be afraid-for 
death, and that when it cometh'to them, they will fiiy 
unto death, as Ahab faid to Elijah, ‘ Haft thou found 
me, O mine enemy ?’ Surely death will tv.e you, and 
bring you to the judgement-feat of Chrift ; therefore, 
ftudy by all means to think often uport it, and make, 
feady for it; believe me, death is a very big word, 
far it will once make yon ftaod with horror in your 
fouls, if your peace he tret made up with God: 1 know 
not a more dreadful difpenfalion than death and 
guilty confcience meeting together. 

The Second thing that I fhall fpeak unto frOm this 
firft obfervation, (viz. This is a moft certain and infal- 
lible troth, that all perfons ihall once fee death) Jlrtll 
be to give you foroe confidevations for periling you to 
prepare for death. 

The Firft confideration is this, ‘ to die well, and iti 
the Lord,’ is a moft diificbk work; therefore .1 ^ntreat 
you to prepare for death, It is a difiicult work to com- 
municate aright, it is a difficult work to pray aright 
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and it is a difficult vvorkto confer aright; I muft tell you» 
it is a more diflicult -work to die aright, than any of 
thefe- It is true, it is more -difficult to cornmnnicnte: 
aright, then to pray aright, yet it is much more diffi- 

' cult to die aright, than to communicate aright, for it 
is a more difficult work to die in the Lord. Death wall 
put che mod; accurate Chriftian that is here to a won- 
derful ft arch, and therefore I will tell you nine things 
that death will try in thee; 1, Death will try both the 
reality and llrcngth of thy faith. It may be eafy for 
thee to keep up faith under many difficulties, but death 
will put thy faith to the greateft lirefs chat ever it did 
meet with. Yea, know thy, that the faith of the 
P.rongeft believer may get (and ordinarily doth get) 
a fet at death, the like whereof it never got before; 
therefore prepare for de^th. 2. Death will try thy 
love to God : fume perfons prbtend much love to him, 
but death will propofe this queition to fnch a per fan, 
‘ Loved thou him mare than thefe : Loved thou him 
more than thy wife, more than thy houfe, more than 
thy friends But your unwilfingnefs to die, giveth us 
nAsch ground to fear that many have little love to 
Chrift, but much to the world, mad to dare not anfwet'’ 
the quedinn, ‘ Lord thou kworjd that I love thee.' 
3. Death will try the enjoyments; feme of yon may 
be ready to think that ye meet with many enjoyments, 
lb that ye may reckon (as you think) to fmty enjoy- 
ments and fwcet out-lettings ; hot beware that death 

!bting them not down to twenty : I have known feme*- 
who thought they have met forty times with God, but 
when death came, it made them lake down the c-xtrit 
to the half; therefore, feeing death will try the' real- 
ity of thine enjoyments, O prepare for it. 4. Deathi 
will try th'y patience. Thou mayeft feem to have much 
patience'now, but when death comerh (and thou art 

Ipnt to dir) it will put thy patience to a great trial, 
therefore prepare for it. 5. Death will try the rbal- 
iiy of thy duties, yea, even thefe duties wherein thou 
hadd mod latisfadlion, as tjiy communicating aright 
in foch a place, thou hoped that is hire; thy reading 
the feripture at fueh a time aright,'thou hoped tha( i* 

1 '* 
I ‘ - ' ' '   
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fare; thou prayed ft at fuch a time aright, and hopeft 
that it fnre^; thou meditatedft in fuch a place aright, 
and hopeft that is fure : but (believe me) death may 
make thee change thy thoughts; for there arc fome 
perfocs who have communicated, and prayed. See. as 
right as ^ny in {hr generation, who (for all that) will 
tiot find fix du|tes wherein they can find fatisfaefiod at 
death ; therefore, our need is great to prepare for it. 
6. Death will exceedingly try thy fincerity when it 
cometh : an hypocrite may go all along his whole way 
undifeorered* yet death may bring hirrr to light, and 
make it appear what man he is. 7. Death will difeo- 
ver unto thee many hid an^fecret (Ins of which thou ne- 
ver hadft a thought before, yea, albeit thou thoughtelt 
there had been forgotten, death will let thee fee them 
ftanding'between j.hee and the light of his countenance. 
S. Death will accurately' try thy mortification, feme 
will think they have come a great length in mortifi- 
cation ; but (believe me) death will try it, and put it 
to the touch-hone. 9. Diath will try thy hope, whe- 
ther it be real or not. I (hail only fay this, that all 
the other graces inuft low the fail to faith, and fo it is, 
faith rr.uft carry us through, being the lail triumph- 
ing grace, which mi]ft fit the field for ns, when all 
the other graces v.-fl faint and ly by. It is faith that 
muft eater us fairly within the borders of eternity ; it 
is faith mult gain-ftand all the temptations of death, 
yea, all the other graces mnft (as it were) (land by, 
and fte faith fitr.ike.tiie laft ilroke in the war. 

The Second confederation to prefs. ypa to mind 
death, is this, that yc are to die but once, and the 
wrong doing of which, .can never be helped. If r'C 
pray »at aright, ye may get that mended, and, if re 
meditate not aright, ye may get that'mended, reid, it 
ye communicate not aright, ye may get that mended : 
but alas! if ye die not aright, there,is no mending cr 
that; therefore, O prepare for death, that ye rnay 
die well, fceiiig you are to die but once. 

The Third conlideration to prefs yon to mind death, 
is this, that they are. pronounced bleffed vho die in the 
Lord, Rev. xiv. 13. ‘ lilt fled are the dc-d which die 
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in the Lord.’ O let that provoke you to prepare for 
death, that fo ye may die in the Lord, that is the on- 
ly way to make you eternally happy, I confefa it is a 
queftion difficult to determine, whether it be more dif- 
ficult to Jie well or to live well ? i frtall not anftver it* 
but rather defire you to dudy both. 

The fourth confideration to prefe you to prepare 
for death, is this, viz. That tho* thou put all thy workk 
by thy hand before death, yet fliait thou find that 
death thali have work enough for itfelf, yea, as much 
as thou (halt get done. .-It will then be much for thee 
to win to patience, it will be much for thee to win to 
the fight,of thy juftittcctson; and it will then be much 
more for thee to win to allurance. 0 ! then is it not 
needful for thee to put all thy work by hand before 
thy latter eud come; Wherefore, I may fay to you as 
Mofes faid in his fong,- Dent, xxxil. 29. ‘ O. that they 
were wife, that they uaderftood this, that they would 
confider their fatter end !’ O that ye had this piece 
cf divine vvlfdom ! 1 pray yon confider that fad word, 
Lam. i.- 9. ‘ She remen.bercth not h'er lad end and 
what of it ? * therefore fhe came down wonderfully.* 
So will the down-coming of many in this generation 
be wonderful, who confider hot their la.ll end. 

The fifth confideration for prdung yon to prepare 
for death, is this, viz. ffhat their labour (hall i.nd, but 
their work (hall not be forgotten, as is clear from that 
forfeited place. Rev. xiv. j 3. ‘ They reft from their 
labours, and their works do follow them and is not 
that a glorious advantage ? 

The Sixth confideration to prefs you to prepare for 
death, is this, viz; That death may come upon you ere 
ye be aware ; ye know not but death may ftirprife yo* 
this night before ye. go home to your houfes ; and 
therefore let that prtfs you to iludy a confta-at prepar- 
ation for death. 

The Seventh confideration to prefs you to prepare for 
death, ifchis, vii. ‘ That as death leaveth you, (6 w.id 
judgement find you If death /hall leave you itrangers 
to Chriil, ye (hall appear before him ft rangers to him ; 
there fore, I irttreat you ail to prepare for it. I think 
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that , noble piatuce of Panl exceeding worthy of imi- 
tation, i Cqr. xv. 54. ‘ I die daily.’ WbicL I think 
doth coaipichehd tlufc three things : 1. That Paul had 
death always in his light, j. 1> eompreheudeth this, | 
Unit he eitcicavpnrtd to'keep h>ch a frame as every 
memofe he iliotild be ready to die ; £b that who- 
ifiever death fh.-iiid put the wnmpns into his hand, he 
would be content to anfwer. j. It ooTupreheudeth ij 
tltis, that he lahonrcth to lay afide pud retsmve all 
things put of the way, that might detain him from 
laying down his Jabernaole. Oh! faith Paul, I labour 
to clear myfelf of ail'hioderanoes, as thar whetKyer l 
(bull be fujumored to remove out of time, I may wil- 
lingly lay dovyn my hie. Therefore, 1 would alk you 
this eueltion, viz When (hall ye make your iaft tefta- ( 

/uect ? I think it were fuitable for us to he renewing 
«ur letter-will every day ; for, in fo doing, Paul made 
an tucellent teftament, the better of which none that 
died ihiee have made, 2 Tim. tv. 7 8. ‘ 1 have fought 
.a good fight, 1 have finilhed my conrfe, I havo kept 
the faith ;* thtfe are very fweet -articles j and then he 
addeth, ‘ henceforth there is laid up for me a enow 
of right eoufnefs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
flial! give me at that day-’ And think ye not that ve- 
ry fweet, that he would Iea\« fumethirig unto you in 
Chrift’a name ? viz. ‘ hpd that not. for me only, but 
for all them that wait for his appearance.’ Now I 
come to the third ahir.g propofed,-viz. To give fome 
dire&iuns for helping you tp prepare for death. 

Direction 1. I entreat you be much in preparation 
for death every day,, for it is even a .preparation for 
heaven, to be taking a fight of your, grave and latter 
rfnd every day. 

Dtredaon 2. 1 entreat you be much in tihefie duties: 
-Firft, In fdf-rjtamination ; that your counts may be 
clear with God, for many a ragged count (ball we 
have when death av.-d we (ball ipfet. Secondly, Be 
much in the osercife of repentance, that H ye may 
have every fault and corruption in you mourned lor, 
before death and you meet. Thirdly, Be much in 
the exercife ;of faitii, 4 t aking your calling and eke- 
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tion Cure * Fourthly, Be. moch' in the exercife of mor- 
tification ; and that w;ill help you to keep a lobfe grip, 
not ofily of the world, but alfo of your idols: and if 
ye be much in thefe, ye Iha^ undoubtedly be prepared 
foi death. 

Diredion 3. Be much in minding tht, iccllcnt 
things of heaven. t\ Chridian that would Be prepar- 
ed for death, fhould have ail his thoughts and conver- 
fatton there. 1 think it would be an excellent help (in 
preparation for death | to take a fight of the crown c* 
very oay. 

Direction ‘ Labour always to keep a good con- 
ference, void of offence towards God and man I fay, 
labour to keep thy conference clear, and that (hail be 
^ continual feaft Unto thee. 

Dhefiion 5. Slight not thy known duty, do not 
crucify any convidbon, neither break any -rtfolution, 
put thefe three together, and that will exceedingly 
help you to prepare for death : l fay, See that ye ad- 
venture not to flight any known duty : See that ye 
adventure not to crucify any conviction, and fee that 
yg adventure not to break, your re folia ti>> ns. 

Now we come to th.e fecond thing which we ob- 
ferved from the words, viz. . Fuat this truth, that we 
fhall once foe deaty, is got much believed by any of 
its. And to make this appear, vve (hall only give fooae 
evidences untp you, to prove that we are pot as yet 
prepared for death 

*» Evidence. Doth npt the unfpeakahle flupidity 
that hath overtaken many, fay. That we are, not a 
people prepared for death! .Ala*! many of us .would 
lind. ourfelves in i moft' llupid temper, ;if Wf were 
prefcutly tp die; for many, of us are no more moved 
with the threatening* and terrors of God, tlian if they 
did not, belong unto us; and this faith, we are not aa 
yet prepared for death. ' 

2, Evidence, That wc are not prepared for death, 
is our purfnipg fo much after the vain and palling de- 
lights of a prefeat world. Many of us rife up ‘ early, 
and go late to bed at night, and e»t the bread of furrow 
all the day, and load oilrfelvcs. with the tlfi^k clay / 
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ana I am fare that fach a p’-fon (being night and day 
taken ap *'th the world) is not pi paved for death. 
•I remember a word rv < ‘.dcd of fuch a wretched ore, 
who was exceedingly rich, ■laid he, “ I would give fo 
“ m *'v ilvoufands of money, if death would give me 

but yet lie got it net. And, O how fud- 
denly will death furpri;- many of us, as it did him. 

p. Evidence.' \Vhich fpcaketb forth ctir tt'nprepar- 
eduefs for death, ta our impatience under every petty- 
crofs that we meet with ; for the prepared Chrilluu 
■wiil be patient under very (harp erodes. 

4. Evidence. That we hire not prepared, is our 
not er.dfaeorrinr to live within Jiaht of our intcrcll in o *.» 
<rod. Oh ! if we were prepared for death, durft r.c 
live in fo much uncettainty of our iuteieft in God, and 
of our air>irauce of htaven. 

y. Evidence. Scree of us can let or.r idpls !y in 
cur breads fix -years without repentance, and will ne- 
ver itmiy to mortify them, 1101 to repent for them ; 
and ftirely fuch are not prepared for death. 

Now l ir.treat you ferioufly to mind what hath been 
faid, and that you may the mere krioully think up- 
on it, I will tell yon feme material challenges that 
.youf-conference at death will prefent unto you, the: efore 
take heed, that you may know flow ye will anfwcr. 

t; Challenge, Is the,flighting of much precious tinre,' 
and finning ayray tfie precious offers of grace. Oh! 
what will ve anfwer to that challenge when death 
♦1‘i.ii prefent it ueto you r Death will fay (or rather 
thine own confdience at death) what ailed thee to fin 
fo many hours without either praying, reading, or 
meditating ? Now* have ye any thing to anfwer 
when death (hall prefent this challenge to you? I in- 
treat you premeditkte what you will fay : I intreat 
yon prevent death; by prefenting it firfl feriojfly to 
yourftlves. 

t. Challenge, That death will prefent Unto yoo, 
will be for the killing of many pn-ious convictions 
which ye have had. What will each of you anfwer 
at death, when ytnir ecnfcience propofeth this chal- 
lenge uitfo yon i Thou metteil with fuch a challenge 
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at fuch a time, and went home and crucified it: When 
at another time, thou met with another challenge, and 
went home and'crucified it ; thefe challenges will be 
laid to thy door, therefore think on "them. 

3. Challenge, Death will challenge you far a 
formal hypocritical way of going about duties : I fay, 
your confcience will then tell you, that you went to 
fuch a communion with a felhlh end: And, at'a not her 
time, ye prayed hypocritically and formally. And, 
what will ye have to anfwer when you meet with 
thefe challenges ? I confefs, I know not what ye 
can anfwer to thefe, but I charge you, be thinking 
what ye will anfwer, for it may be that thefe con- 
vi&ions (hall ly on your confciences, that even th*;. 
day ye have heard two fearchiug fermonc, and did, 
meet with forne con visions, but made no good ufe 
of them ; yea, and it may be ye did deep all. the ti ne. 
CHi! what will ye anfwer, when it lhall be faid to 
you, ye went to fucii a fef.mbti, and flept all the 
time ? An.d ye went to fuch a communion, with no 0- 
ther end before your eyes* but to be feen of .men ? 
I intreat you coulidcr prefeutly what you will anfwer 
to thefe. 

4. Challenge, Will be for your breaking of many 
previous refolutions. It will be faid t r-fo-ne of you, 
that at the communion in this place, ye took on voivs, 
and did break them : I am fure ye cannot, epieftioti 
the jullice of the challenge, therefore fee what ye will 
anfwer. • , 

5. Challenge, Ye flighted many precious offers of 
the gofpel. O men and women in this city, what 
will ye anfwer to this ? I was often exhorted to 
take Chrift, aad yet would never take him. What 
will confcienqe fay to that, when death (hall table it 
before you ? I tell you what ye mu ft then anfwer; 
O curled I, that ever I reftifed Chrift in the gofpel. 
And ye (hall then be confounded becaufe this is your 
Cn ; believe me, there was mfver an offer of this e- 
verlafting gofpel, and of Chrift in made unto 
you, that fhall not at death (before or after) be 
brought to your remembrance. And Oh! how fad 
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arid doleful will it hs to you, when Ciiriff Hurt! open 
the book wherein a’t yo’nr fma are written, and begin 
with the fin of uightiiV^ the great falvation ? Thus 
I invited you, when ye were ♦ we!ve years old, but you 
would not come. $7ust win ye arifwe'r to this ? Have 
ye any thing, to', fay ?: Or, mult you not (land fpeech- 
iefs before your Judge, When lie /hall put home this 
challenge unto you ? TheleTore, .think fenoufly upon 
it, hoyv you will anfwci* it. 

6. Challenge, Will be for your finning oftentimes 
againft light; and, O !. Bow painful arid fad a chal- 
lenge will that be at the day of death ! when it will 
be laid, thou finnedll with a witnefs in thy bofom that 
tdloO waft doing wrong! Thy confcience will fay, 
oftentimes did 1 tell thee, this is finful, yet wouldft 
thou not abftain from it.; and what will ye apfvver to 
this ? . " . . - . 

Challenge, Ofjentimes ye finned upon very 
fnvall temptations, arid what will ye ?,nfwer to that ? 
muft ye ifot then confefs it, and .fay, O! how, often 
have t deferted Chrift, and embraced my idols ujion 
a Imall temptation ! Now 1 ejitreat you, be think- 
ing what yc will anfwer to thefc feven moft material 
challenges, which certainly fiiall be puefented to you 
at death. I' afftre you, ye mtift either anfwer your 
challenges in Chrill, elfe ye will not get them well an- 
fwefed. Therefore, I would exhort yon to embrace 
the gofpel, and Chrift in it; rind fo let death propofe 
never fo many challenges unto you, yc may anfwef 
them all as David dicf, viz. ‘ God hath made with me 
‘ an everlafting covenant,’ (and that will anfwer all 
your challenges) ‘ though rpy houfe be not fo with 
‘ God, yet l have the everlafting covenant to build my 
* felvation upon.’ 

Now to prefs you to make ufe of Chrift, I {hall 
give, you thefe four confideratjons 

Con/ideration i If ye embrace not Chrift. now, 
tfeath will be very unpleafant unto you. O what 
elfe can comfort thee, when going through the re- 
gion of the ftiadow of death, but this, ‘ I am Chrift’s, 
* I am Chrift’s l* Is there any other thing cari com- 
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fbrt ther in that'day, but only this, ‘ I anr CHri{l,Sj 
‘ and he is mine !' 

Conlideration 2. If ye embrace hot Chrift, and 
I the great fairation now, ft will'be an hundred to ont 

if ever ye get time or liberfy to do it, vVlieh ye are 
going to die. For, although'many delay their clof- 
ing with Chrift till death, yet fcarceiy one of .a hun- 
dred getteth favour to lay hold on Chrift at death ; 
therefore, think oh it, for ye will not get your mind 
fo compofed-at-jdeeth as you imagine, nor all things 
do'ne as ye flip pole: Therefore, now embrace the 
gfeat falvtion ? , ^ 

Confederation If ye delay your, clofkig with 
ChVift till death feize upon you, ye fliall never be a- 
Me tb make up that lofs: For, will the dead rife and 
praife God? Of, fh'all any.come from the land of 

1! forget fill tiefs, ttf take hold upon' a crucified SaviT 

i our? Therefore, 01 will you fake him fof your fal- 
i vation! - 

Confederation 4. If ye will take Chfift now, he 
fhall' be your guides ‘ when you are going through 

H the valley and lhaddw of Death.’ And, O how blef- 
! fed is the perfon that can firig that fhng, Pfaim xlviul 
i 14; ‘ This is my God, he will be ,my guide even unto 
“ death.’ If ye can fing that pkafaut fong, O how 
t may ye be comforted, when your eye livings fhall 
jbegin to break? O how happy is he who can fay, 

11 though I walk through the .fhadow of death, yet 
‘ will I fear no ill ?’ for I know the Lord is with me ? 
Now this is the acceptable day, and the year of fal- 

"vation ; therefore, do not delay, but embrace Chrift, 
left death furprjfe you ere you be aware, and fo that 
acceptable day be loft. But Unto tkefe who think they 
may delay till death, I fay, Surely there are many 

1 damned atheifts in hell fhbt (fo.netimes) did think aa 
ze think ; I will make all wrongs right when death 
tnd l fnall meet: I hope that three days repent?nee 
vill fatisfy for all my wrong. For, 1 am Hire, There 
re many in hell, who did never get three days to 

: hink upon their former ways; therefore, O come, 
otne, and embrace Chrift prefently. Now, are ye 
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all perfuaded of this truth, that ye fhall once (en 
death? Then ftudy a tender walkings for (believe i 
me) Iiere are many of us who dial! go through death 
with many bruifed bones, becaufe of untender walk- 
ing before God. We know it is not the multitude of j 
words can perfuade you to embrace Chrift, for many 
of you never minded the thing. But (believe me) | 
death will preach thcfe things to you in a more ter- j 
rible manner than we can do at this time. There- I 
fore, I fay to each of you, ‘ O prepare to meet thy ; 
Godfor, if death find you in an eftcanged ftate j 
from God, I defy the angels in heaven to free you 1 
out of that ftate; and the day is coming, wherein thou j 
(halt cry out," O (lighter of the great falvation chat I j 
am, [ would give ten thoufand worlds for one fermon I 
again, that I once heard, whefein Chrift was freely j 
offered to me : when thou (halt be tormented without ! 
hope of remedy: Therefore, * while it is to day, 
harden not your hearts,’ for yaur late wilhes (hall not • 
be granted (when ye are .gone) if ye make not hafte. 
O tnerefore, hafte, hafte in time, and come out from 
the land of your captivity, and from the houfe of your 
bondage, and take Cnrift fur your Redeemer, the 
guide of your youth and old age. Now, unto him, 
who can lead you through *li the fteps b nwixt you 
snd heaven, be eternal praife. Amen. 

V I N I S. 

GLASGOW, 
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